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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to exemine thes learning
Vexperiencés of the northern Cree people of Manitoba frbm
prehistoric times,until'the present, It 1s possible to
show that long before Europeans came to the shores of this
province, a learning process was developing which to a
great degree paralleled that of the newcomers.

Evidence will be produced to prove that the native
peopls were,able to adapt to the demands of the dominant,
new culturs, It will be demonstrated that these peopls
operated effigiently within the limits of the new, commer=-
cial society. The fur trade becsme their way of life,

As the fur trade operation declined, so did the power
of the northern people, Subsequently they evidenced the
ability to adapt to the demands of the new technological
societys

Despite this proven ability to adspt to chenge there
is an<apparent failure to suceed in todayl's society.

The gquestion posed is----- Why this féilure to operate
on eqﬁal terms with the members of the lsrger community?

It is hoped that this thesis may explsin the reasons
‘for lack of success and suggest the possibilities of

solution,

(1)
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Chapter 1

Introduction - The Problenm

Purpose of this Study

The purpose of this study is to examine certain situat-
ions concerning the Northern Cree wio inhabit the land stretch-
ing west from Hudson's Bay in the area of the Nelson and Hayes
Rivers., One of the situations is unique in the area now known
as Manitoba in that,‘for three hundred years, a group of these
peofle was engaged in an unusual partnership in a great trading
venture with the Hudson's Bay Companye.

‘During this time the native people advanced from an almost
stone age existance into a technical and commerical world,

This was a very abrupt change and required an adaptation demang-
ing the learning of many COmpietely new ideas, basic to another
and entirely different culture,.

It is hoped that this study will expose a singular
paradox for examination. An examination will be made of many
situations where the people!resident in this area were very:
capable of surviving in their native environment, introduced
the white newcomers to these very necessary skills of survival
and themselves engaged capably in a new form of commerce,
the fur trade. The study will exemine why, despite all the
demonstrated skills, the Cree people of the area in question
are still a considerable way from successful adaptation to

the accepted ways of the larger socletye.




Importance of the Study .

Any acquisition of knowledge may be defined as educatione
However, there is generally little acceptance of the fact that
these Cree people gained a great store of knowledge from their

" 4‘ experiences in their own environment and also frém the newer

’ culture which came to their homeland during the seventeenth

centurys The writer hopes that this study will expose that there
is evidence that they operated within the newer culture with
great skill and efficiencye. The study will also pose a question
which asks why the ability to masfer the demands of the three
previous centuries has not been carried over to the twentieth.
Procedure

Chapter I, the introductory chapter, will outline the pur-
pose and methods of the study. Tncluded in this chapter will
be the comments on literature and other sources of informatione.
Chapter II will discuss in some detail the definitions on three
of the more important terms which must be frequently used ~—-—=
Civilization, Culture and Education. Chapter III, Prehistory,
will deal with the geological evolution of the area and the
effects of the ecology on its inhabitants, demonstrating some of
the acquired skills which existed before the FBuropean arrival.
Chapter IV will show how the arrival of the Buropean caused
cultural alteration, and will attempt to demonstrate that the
native person was not only a full partner in a vast commercial
enterprise but was often the actual leader., Chapter V will give

examples of the ways in which the native culture has been



suppressed by the larger one and will show that the memories
of the older way of life are still retained, Chapter VI will
comment on the modern'problems of the area. Chapter VII may

both draw conclusions and suggest possible solutionse.

Methodology

This work will essentially follow a historical pattern.
Srarting with the entry of the first man into the aréa, it will
survey his adaptation to the environment, look at his fur trade
activities ahd discuss his modern problems, A definite attempt
vwill be made to use original material gathered from Hudson's
Bay Company documents and interviews with northern peoplese.
Rather than use just the opinions of writers of history works
the writer will try to make use of the opinions of persons who
had or have had experience of the region under surveys

Sources of Information

a. Works by authors who actually lived in the area. Includ-
ing‘edited works of residents. Most of these were em-
ployees of the HBC.

be Material from HBC records personally researched by
the writer,

Cys.Personal interviews with persons resident in the northe

d, Articles researched by others from HBC documents,.

ees Information by archeologists and anthropologists which
has been recently acquired and may serve to shed new
light, particularly where this establishes information

on pre-historic situations which may be contrasted



with older but rather limited ideas on the eariier pro-
gress of the local people,

f. A minimum use will‘be made of other published works
whose authors may not have had direct contact with‘the

area, including some who demonstrate empathy with northern
problems,

Limitations

The greatest limitation is undoubtedly that it is imposs;
ible to adequately research the wonderful Hudson's Bay Archives
fully. Although the writer has gleaned a fair amount of quité‘
original material f?om this source, how can one ever fully
investigate a collection of one million pieces, of which at
least fifty per cent relate in some way to the area under con-
sideration?

There has been much opportunity to do personal research
on church documents, so most references to religious activities
must be general, or if specific, from others researches,

Personal interviews have been made in about half of the
largerﬂsettlements_within a radius of York Factory reaching
two hun@red and fifty to the north and west. But even in these
places I have undoubtedly not spoken to many of the reputed
story~tellers,

Perhaps the last paragraph is very significant in that
it illustrates the crux of the problem., So much of the lore of
the o0ld culture is dying without its being made avallable to

the younger generation,




Chapter II
Definition of Terms

Civilization, Culture and Education

In any cross-cultural situation where there is inter-
action between two societies at differing levels of develop-
ment, which at the time of first contact in this work is
between the seventeenth century Englishman and the native
inhabitant of what is now the northern part of this province,
it is important to establish terms of comparison. I would
therefore like to discuss the impoftance of three wordgwwmw—-—
civilization, culture and education.

Any definitions of civilization which are at all detail-
ed create immediate problems in accomodating one or other of
the two societies. Webster's Dictionarj quotes:

An ideal étate of human culture characterized

by complete absence of barbarism and non-rational

behaviour, optimum utilization of physical, cultur-

al, spiritual resources, and perfect adjustment of

the individual within the social framework,

Consider the life of the average seaman who came in
early days fo this continent. ZEntailing as it did poor food,
incredible hardships and vicious punishments for disobed-
ience, was it not barbarous? Think of the fate of Hudson,
abandoned in a small boat on an icy sea.

How should we regard the massacre of the Eskimo at
Bloody Falls by some of Matonnabee's men who guided Samuel

Hearne? ©Neither group could be included under this part of

the above definition.




Is it possible to regard as adjusted within their own
social framework such men as Anthony Henday, hero of the
long journey to the Blackfoot country in 1745, yet an out-
lawed smuggler in his native land? Many men in the service
of the H.B.C, were there because of problems within their
original society.

To find a definition which will accomodate both races
one must seek broader terms:

a developed or advanced state of human society,
a particular stage or particular type of this, 2

This it is oroposed to use as a reference for civilization,.
No great degreée of difficulty is encountered when one
examines the word culture. Cultural Anthropology helps here

since it often sees in relatively primitive societies activi-

ties which in pattern parallel the actions of more developed races,

These are regarded as part of the total structure regardless
of the stage of progress achieved, Gue's choice is that
culture includes all the learned behaviors of mankind and
the products of those behaviors. 3

With such an all-embracing statement, which appears to
be fair to both parties involved, it seems reasonable to
ignore the narrower onese. These often imply that the aquist-
ion of a high level of literary skills or artistic abilities
is necessary.

Bducation, comments on which must occur frequently in

this work, merits more consideration. There appears to be



considerable variations of opinions on styles of educatione
Where the people under consideration had a éettled way of
life in an urban setting, no matter how long ago, they are
often seen as operating a form of education which parallels
those of many modern city-based societies,

In ancient Egypt the physical environment influenced
and limited education. Within a limited area life became
guite complex. Writing opened the way to good positions,
social privileges and a life free from manual work., Great
value was placed on literature. In addition, because of an
accurate time concept based on the movements of the sun and
moon, mathematics was well developed and was used expertly
in surveying, architecture and engineering, Medicine was well
organized, although often connected with the will of the gods
and demons, Plant drugs were used, but some other cures were
more exotic, such as bat's blood and crocodile dunge. It is
interesting to note that these latter were listed in European
pharmacopoeia in the seventeenth century when some white men
who wiil be refered to later were meeting Indian people for
the first time.

Within the limiting confines of the desert environment
emerged a rather narrow education system:

No better methods exist than those of Egypt-

ian imitation and memorization for insuring the

fixity and stagnation of human thought. The Egypt-

ilan mind was enslaved by its worship of the words

and by its fear of tampering with these words lest
the wrath of the gods should be turned against men. L



Some of this we may not look upon too harshly either
when looking at the earlier processes of the Cree people or
even our own modern systeme

There was apprenticeship training for the trades, but
this was a perogative of boys and probably only about five
percent of the population had this privilege., The masses
were controlled by fear and ignorance, and for them society
was the only teacher.

In the older India all education was derived from the
major religions of Hinduism, Islam and Bhuddism. All systems
were fairly complicated, particularly the polythestic Hindu
religiones With the two larger groups, Islam and Hinduism
control was in the hands of the priests and education extend-
ed to warriors and in later years, the merchants, Thus
education was limited to those in the upper levels of society.
lMost formal education was limited to the teaching of holy
scripts. Thus education was often a blind priest-directed faith,
The majority of the people were, as in Egypt, taught by the
daily and social activities of the village.

But are either of the foregoing of use in terms of
comparision with the Northern Cree? Can one compare an urban-
ized 1ife with one where many people were forced to travel
on long waterways in summer or across frozen, inhospitable
land in winter, scarching for sparsely scattered game? Such
people have often been termed 'primitive!, but what do we

megn by primitive? No dictionary definition suggests that




People in this category are without hope of progress. Accord-
ing to Mulhern:

Today primitive suggests preliterate is an
arrested form of civilization. 5

Thus there is recognition that civilization occurs in
degrees and that one must consider many facets of man's
development. Education has too often been defined within
the narrow limits of ability to read and write. Some of
this idea still persists eveh today, to the obvious exclusion
~of the type of learning of a rapidly developing technologye
?erhaps we have been so engrossed in>acquiring a high
standard of intellectual achievement that we have tended to
forget the more basic needs. Myers says:

There are two phenomena that are so

characteristic in all societies that prelim-

inary mention of them is required, These are

the apprenticeship method and oral tradition. 6

Thus it may be seen that the need to learn the
practical has been a priority for all developing societies,
How does English education of the period when the first white
men 1andéd on the shores of what was to become modern Manitoba
appear under examination? It seems appropiate to quote from
one man who was born, died and was buried in very close prox-
imity to where one of our more notable explorer-heroes, Henry
Keisey, spent his last years. |

In 1644 John Roan was buried in the parish church of

St., Alphege at EBast Greenwich, London, England. Here too,

as far as is known, died Kelsey, in a street alongside that
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church, Roan, a fairly wealthy merchant, asked that his
estate go: |
to bring up so many town's born children

of Eas% Greenwich at school that is to reading,

writing and cyphering, and each of them forty

shillings per annum towards their clothing

until each of them shall reach the age of

fifteen years, 7

This school was typical of the other 'grammar' schools.
which started around this period in England. Indeed, the
famous surveyor David Thompson came from such a school,
the Grey Coat, which had similar beginnings, and in fact
some early connections with the Roan School,

How did their schools include the apprenticeship? Was
it not more likely that they were conducted along the lines
of memorization which 'resulted in fixity and stagnationt?

Apprenticeship suggests a lengthy process of learning
with encouragement from a skilled mentor. However, during an
inspection of this school, actually at a time long after its

~founding, in 1853, pupils stated that the bulk of their instruct-

ion was received from senior boys who:

played half their time in the mornings at
marbles and buttons. 8

Lest one be too hasty to condemn this establishment it
should be noted that after almost three hundred years the
school had won considerable respect over a wide area as a
Grammar School and numbered amongst many distinguished ex-
scholars an Astronomer Royal and a Captain of the ocean liner

Queen Mary. Its beginnings, and progress, is probably fairly
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typical of a number of others which started in the same period.

Probably the educational limitations and inconsistencies
were mere products of the English society as it evolved at
that time.- Perhaps this comment should be borne in mind for
1a§er statements when comparisions are being made? In England
literacy was nbt too far from the time of its intréduction
and universal education, other than that which was the equiv-
alent of the viliage socleties of Egypt and India, had yet to
begin, There is reasonable archeological proof that the people
vof this'land, before the European came; were possessed of a
considerable skill ig picture writing. Unfortunately the
shock of the abrupt>change from an almost stone age existance
to one of industrialism and commerce during the fur trade era,
Plus the one hundred years of isolation under the reserve
system, have all but destroyed the a2bility to interpret these
messageé. Personal communication by northern Cree peoples has
assured me that not too long ago there lived men who could tell
the stories represented by these drawings. In other societies,
particularly the river valley ones of the Middle East this form
of communication was the prelude to what we recognize as an
alphabet, How far were the people under consideration from
this stage when the white man arrived?

Ones criticism of the Cree skills must be made with

Caree



Chapter III

Prehistory of the Area

That vast area of land between Hudson's Bay and the
Rockies owes its final surface shape to the actions of. the
Quaternary Ice Age. This may have begun as long ago as one
million years.I This enormous layer of ice may have stretch-
ed from the Mackenzie delta in the north-west in an arc which
swung south to the position of modern New York., West it stopp-
ed at the Rockies and south it dipped deep into the Great Plains
of America. The Prairies on which we live are a jumble of soil
and boulders brought down by the ice from the Shield. The
pattern on deposition was a very irregular one, timed as it
was by the alternation of cooler and warmer veriods which
occured during the regression of the ice, Set in this mix of
deposited materials is one large regular layer of soil, the
rich Red River Valley and Portage Plains area, This is the
floor of one of the great glacial lakes---Agassize. This large
body of water was trapped by ice in the colder north and was
able to escape only slowly to its natural drainage basin,
Hudson's Baye

Lee quotes the most recently carbon dated material, the
oldest which could be found, as 7300 B.P. for a specimen just
south of Churchill to 12,500 in the Brandon area.2

It was some time after the latter date that man may have

12 .




made his first entry into south-west Manitoba, then gradually
moved northwards, until he occupied the area around Hudson's
Bay. During the period when the regression of the ice varied
its pace the area around the Bay was often flooded. The last
inundation has feen named after the famous historian, explorer
and surveyor Joseph Burr Tyrrell., The Tyrrell Sea stretched
as far inland in the area under study as Split Lake on the
Nelson, Knee Lake on the Hayes, and Gods Lake on the river of
that name, The writer has from a.plane seen the western
strand liné of this old sea, stretching from the north-west
of Gillam in a curve north, running parallel to the railroad
track between Herchmer and Churchill,

What must have been the théughts of the first man as he
came from the west and walked over the rise of the beach ridge
and gazed across the great sea which seemed to reach endlessly
to the east?

Who was he? Although many of our current writings which
are most readily available ascribe first occupation of the
area to the Cree people it might be wrong to allow enthusiasm
for their later fur trade activities to mislead one, Some
archeologists prefer theories that the Inuit may once have
lived near to Split Lake, It appears that Arctic Small Tools
have 5een found near Shamattawa and there is evidence that in
historic times one or two Inuit stayed for long periods at

York Factorye3

15
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At this point it may be proper to consider factors result-
ing from the recession of the ice which made the area habitable
by man. Mayer-Oakes describes the natural areas of Manitoba as
Grassland, Mixed Voodland, Boreal Forest, Northern Transition
and Tundra. In general these divisions progress from south-west
to north-east as shown on the map B, page 15.L‘L Broadly speaking
it is safe to say that these areas varied from more to less hos-
pitable in the same direction. Vhere the climate was milder and
game larger and more plentiful there wés a predisposition to
more settled forms of life, where even forms of agriculture were
practised. Towards the north the land was, in prehistoric times,
even as today, less inviting. Much territory could only be
traversed in winter when it was frozen. In summer thevinhabit-
ants were forced to move along rivers or coastal edges, Small
wonder that when the early explorers visited our shores they so
often lamented that they were unable to contact the indigenous
people;

They saw the tracks of Deer and Bears; good
store of Fowl; of which they killed some; but no
sign of people.

to see 1f we could discover any Signs of
Savages,

They saw no signs of Savages,.
that there were no Savages on the island.5

Thus reported Captain Thomas James in his vovasce of
& O

1631-2, Although he circled the Bay in an anti-clockwise
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direction, landing many times, he met with none of the
people he wished to contact.

When at the commencement of the fur trade era Radisson
and his partner were seeking to establish a trading contact
it appears that they had to journey many miles up the Hayes
River to find local residentse

Hlady states:

The human population is much larger today than

in former times., It is not possible to state accurate-

1y the number of people living in northern Manitoba

at the beginning of the fur trade(ca. 1682). It is

likely however, that the number was less than 1,000,

There were no pernanent settlements and the nature of

the country coupled with the technology in use

demanded ,a nomadic type of hunting and gathering
economys.

Despite the fact that recent work in the South Indian
Lake area shows evidence of a steble community based on a
combination of fishing and hunting in that vplace, the above
statement must be regarded; in the main, as true, at least
until other vroof to the contrary appears. This statement
may be refered to later to show how the distribution of the
population over a very large area of land was altered radically
by the demands of a new way of life,

When considering the identity of the first people in
northern Manitoba one must also give some consideration to
the recession from and reoccupation of territory by the ice,.

¥ost archeologisis consider that the Tnuit came from Alaska

some two to three thousand years ago, moving in a south east-
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erly direction., This may have occured as the climate cooled and
they sought better living conditions. At the same time of coursey
Indian peoples who had come from the south of the modern Manitoba
earlier might have retreated under the same pressure,

Weighing most of the available evlidence it would appear
that Cree people occupled the largest area over the greatest
veriod of time. There is a large amount of evidence to show
that the occupation of the Boreal forest area of this province
occured as early as 5000 years B.C. The people concerned nmay
have been big game hunters who left the plains area for the
treed zone to the north, The first period lasted until about
I A.D. and is called the Shield Archaic. Artifacts related to
this period have been found over a large area, from Athapspuscow
Lake in the west, Gods Lake in the east, Rock Lake in the
center and coastal areas around the Churchill and Nelson Rivers
in the north,7 Little is known about how these people were able
to subsist. Most artifacts consist of stone tools and pottery.
It is suggested that they 1ived in tents and that their way of
life changed very 1ittle in the period, since a great deal of time
was necessary for them to progress 1n adapting to the difficulties
of the environment, Indeed, even their technology was by contrast
limited in its development. At the same time as these people occ-
upied the Boreal Forest there were people of the Qld Copper Period
who were using metal tools. Steinbring in his report on this per-
iod maps many areas around the Great Lakes and a large number of

sites around the Winnipeg River., However, in the Interlake zone
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and westward the number of finds is much fewer.. Anything found
further north appears to be of ITnuit origin and from a later
date since most of the projectile points are of the insert type.
There are none of the socketed kind which have been associated
with sites of this period in the south, It would seem that they
weré unable to exploit the finds of metal which were used a much
later date from Coppermine River.8

The next stage of occupation was that of the Woodland Cul-
ture. This grouvp of people occupied the northern treed zone
from some time after the birth of Christ until the errival of
the white men altered their way of life. The very system which
has been responsible for the most recent warping of the Cree way
of life provided funds for investigation of the lives of past
inhabitants of the woodlands., Manitoba Hydro paid for an in-
vestigation of a considerable portion of the South Indian Lake,
Motigi and Burntwood Rivers system. This has revealed that al-
though the coasts of Hudson's an may have appeared harsh and
devoid of inhabitants %o Captein James, in the interior there
were fairly large groups of people who were well adapted to 1life
on the shores of the lakes and rivers. South Indian Lake prob-
ably supported large numbers of the ancestors of the present day
Cree and Chipewyanse

The estimate of site in the area of the archeological
rescue program which began is as high as 500, while the largest
is spread over an area of 35 acres of lakeshore. The wide range

of pottery belonging to the Laurel tradition is evidence of a
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people who had adequate spare time which permitted them to
experiment with the pot as an art form rather than just as a
useful objecte In the first instance the techniques to be
mastered were quite complicatede To avoid the stress caused

by firing the damp clay it was necessary to mix finely crushed
rock into the pastes Then it was formed into thin sausage-like
coils which were placed one on top of the other to build up the
walls’of the vessel, Paddles were used to firm and flatten both
inside aﬁd outside of the pote Before firing designs were in-
cised around the top, near to the rim, Some of these were an
arrangement of a simple repetitive pattern of lines, while oth-
ers bear the imprint of what appears to be either the imprint of
cloth or of fishnet. The use of these materials would suggest a
fairly advanced knowledge of the use of natural fibres.

Nowadays a socilety is prone to be judged by the achieve-
ments of its technology. We often do not count the very short
time that European types of society are distant from the semi-
primitive. When the first whites came to Hudson's Bay they
were able to make their voyages because of a metal manufactur-
ing technology. But they had actually arrived at this stage of
development only a short time before, With this fact in mind
the diversity of technical learning of the people under consid-
eration should be judged,

Wood and Wasnick have prepared a paper which examines the
various ceramic forms found at South Indian Lake and with good

supporting argument advance theories for the use of the varied




typese It should be noted that many of the finds were associ-
ated with each other in a number of sites, so there is fairly
clear indication of a widespread cultural level, 2

Flat vessels bearing resemblance to salt pans and drying
pans were considered. Although the authors are not able to
offer clear conclusions as to their use note should be taken
that these are two distinctly different and recognizable
formse |

Cooking vessels, either conical or globular in form are
designated as being for use in boiling foode. Some numbers of
these have been regovered and reconstructed; they are between
seven to twelve inches in height and seven to nine inches
acrosse, This is a vessel of good size and must have required
considerable skill, both in the shaping and in the firing.

The most interesting type discussed is the oil lampe.
The writers put forward the hypothesis that the idea was
derived from the Inuit, but that the use was markedly diff-
erént.' Whereas the Inuit used the lamp vrimarily as a source
of heat for cooking with an accompanying light and some warmth,
the people of the south Indian Leake used it for different reasonse.
Living in the woods where there was an abundance of fuel it
vwould appear that their primary reason for the use was to pro-
duce light, This would suggest a society which had acquired a
good degree of mastery over its environment and had some leisure
time at the end of each daye.

The guantity and similarity of the materials discovered
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leads the authors of this work to state:
In other words, the resources of the Southern

Indian Lake region are, at a general level, suffici=-

‘ently diverse to allow for the maintenance and stab-

ility of the aboriginal subsistence-settlement system

even under adverse conditions. To most efficiently
exploit the Southern Indian Lake region on a year-round
seasonal basis, a degree of familiarity among band
members with the region gained over a period of yesars
would be necessary. We would expect a non-transient
lake region oc?Bpation analogous to the eastern sub-
artic pattern,

The Laurel pottery found at South Indian Lake is
identified by archeologists as being the same as that found
around the Great Lakes and to some extent is associated with
the westward spread of the Algonkian speaking people. One
hypothesis laid down in 'The Laurel Culture in Manitoba! L
is that the arrival of these people at South Indian Lake
coincided with the apparent beginning of this form of pottery,
and that this tradition endured until the 8th century, after
this date it becomes identified with historically-known Cree,
Ojibwa and Assiniboine, This too may be offered as some proof
of a stable society in the area, Only further archeological
activities can tell if similar situations existed in other
arease

Other forms of the Woodland Culture, which unfortunately
have not received much attention, are the rock paintings and
petroforms. In general it may be said that the arrangement of
boulders in a significant shape was practised in the southern

part of the present province while paintings appear on the

vertical rock walls along the edges of rivers in the shield,
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It is unfortunate that in the south many forms may have been
displaéed by the activities of early agrarian settlers., Even

- the prolific Tie Creek site on the Winnipeg River which is
dealt with at some length in J. Steinbring's detailed report

on this area has not survived in its original condition;
arrangement of boulders has been altered and some persons

have organized their own interpretations. Trappers and others
who lived”ih this isolated region cooperated by discouraging
persons whose interest was not strictly scientific and helpiﬁg
those who sought to do serious work on the site., Although some
serious interest was shown in 193L, no detailed work started un-
til the 1950's., It is apparent that Steinbring considers that
much time must elapse before any firm op nions on the message
bonveyed by these forms can be made, 12

In the northern part of the province there are because
of the conditions of the terrain fewer rock paintings. Also,
during the fur trade period some of these were destroyed, In
the area under consideration a great deal of information has
been lost where the raising of river levels to provide water
for hydro development has inundated several sites,

There are a number of théories concerning these northern
rock paintings. Brenda Lipsett seeks to show a similarity be-
tween them and those used on birchbark scroll of the Ojibwa
Midewiwin Medicine Society., She is seeking to show that they

] . . . . 13
are influenced by Ojibwa and gives no consideration to the Creee, -

The writer himself has been told by a rather open-minded northern
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Cree person that they were made as the result of dreams by the
chosen leaders of canoe groups, reflecting the experiences of
the groupe.

The writer has visited the rock paintings situated to the
south-west of Weskusko Provincial Park. They are located on the
Gressy River which flows eventually into the Nelson. The site is
located on the west bank on a rock féce which rises about fifteen
feet above the water level and extends about fifty feet in length,
The number of figures or shapes is in excess of thirty and most of
them are quite clear. There are a number of animal forms--bison,
deer or moose and buffalo. Men are shown in a number of active
and dramatic poses. There is one picture of a falling tree. One
picture appears to be that of a crayfishe Some are obviously
symbolic and of these the one in the photo I, page 24 is most
interesting. These can be compared with a set in the posession
of Mre Murdo Scribe of the Native Education Branch of the Depart-
ment of Education. In his pictures, taken from sites on the east
side of Lake Vinnipeg, there are some which resemble directly
those on the Grassy River. The one illustratéd appears to strong-
ly resemble one from the Lake Winnipeg siteo. In addition there are
similarities of moose, deer, men and falling trees. However, how
does one judge the symbols? Are these to be atiributed to Ojibwa
Medicine or do they reflect as my informant suggested, a man's
thoughts? If so how far are symbols from a widespread universa-
1lity of recognition and modification to an alvhabe}?

At a site near Hill Lakey; on the Minago River, there is a
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painting, somewhat faded, of a deer or caribou, photo IT, page
26s Below the animal is a human form which is in the prone posi-
tione  The person who guided me, a former conservation officer,
told how he had once lain down in the willows below the site and
calied to a moose who came to him from the feeding grounds across
the river and was " dropped with a single shot without knowing
what had hit him ", Had the speaker only duplicated what men
some centuries before had done? Was the painting an accuraté
‘account of what this ?re—literate person had recorded, to point
out to others Who followed the excellence of the place for hunting?
Have rock paintings been regarded rather as works of art when an
effort should have been made to seek an interpretation? One or
two informants have suggested that in the past there were o0ld men
who could read these drawings. When one considers the quick suc-
Cess of the Reverend J. West's syllabic alphabet, produced at Nor-
way House and rapidly spread to many other areas———weem——— Vas this
not the link which bridged the narrow divide with pre-literacy?
Vest's symbols represented sounds and may not have been too far
away from those other symbols which stood for wordse A1l of this
is of course pure speculation, but many of the hypotheses regard-
ing other facets of prehistoric northern life are as yet not back-
ed by solid fact and may require years of investigation before they
can be substantiated,

Some reference is now necessary to the definitions previ-
ously given in order that an asessment of the total progress of
northern people, in the period prior to the arrival of the white

men, may be made,
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Culture has been defined as the total of learned activities,
Before the new culture arrived native people had completed a
mastery of the environment and utilized all the natural resour-
ces to a high degree. Vegetative products made an excellent
mode of transportation, the canoes All natural materials such
as bone, wood, and stone were used to create a large variety of
tools., Wood and animal skins were used as forms of shelter.
Clay was formed into vessels which were put to a number of uses.
There is evidence from the lamps at South Indian Lake that man
may have developed to an extent which allowed spare time for
reflection, The ropk paintings suggest a strong desire to re-
cord happenings and perhaps even abstract ideas., If the tech-
nology was at a lower level than that of European races when
those people arrived, was it not progressing on very similar
lines? In fact a search into the prehistory of those white
persons would have shown that their culture had come, not too
long before, through the same stages,

For the purpose of this study it has been agreed that civ-
ilization has the individual adjusted within his society, that
socliety shogld be advancded, and there should be no great evi-
dence of barbarism. There is no positive evidence that all
men in the north were perfectly within this definition, but
certainly many white men so regarded them when they first con-
tacted the native people.

Graham stated:

Nature has implanted into the rudest savages
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some principles of humanity and association and

parental affection, perhaps in a stronger degree

than civilised nations are endowed with., The natives

of Hudson's Bay are courteous, benevolent, humane,

and kind, relieving the necessities of one another

to the utmost of their power; whether by council,

food or clothing. They frequently take the children

of other people and adopt them as their own. They

have a strong affection for their offspring. caress-

ing them to a fault, seldom or never correcting them,

alleging whe?qthey grow up they will know better of

themselves. ‘

One may argue positively from archeological evidence
that their soclety was both developed and advanced because
of the way they had adapted to the environment and used to
a great degree the local materials. Also in the judgement of
those who came to this land they were a reasonable people,
masters of the skills needed for survival and ready to adapt
to the ways of the newcomers, even to the new ideas of the
commercial world,

When considering educational situations of the indigen-
ous people one may exclude any ideas which suggest that their
learning was one which was controlled by religious ideas, even
though each man may have made his daily observances to his
particular deity as circumstances demanded, It would appear
that life under the thinly populated conditions did not give
encouragement for the emergence of a priestly group as did
occur with some of the plains residents. There is of course
adequate evidence that many men paid respect to sacred objects,

there being several well documented records of sacred stones

at which offerings were made, but whilst these may well have



29

been an integrated part of the daily life they cannot be said
to be the symbols of any directing religious force.

It would appear that the young learned from their elders
the skills necessary to the life-role of the particular sex.
This may well be compared to the apprenticeship method,

That much was learned from oral instruétion is obvious,
Little that had happened in the past was forgotten; even today
thére are still old people who can tell of events which occur-
ed almost three centuries ago--~tales of happenings concerning
the first white visitors, and these accurately enough that they
can be confirmed by written records., Obviously the process of
memorization has been used to a degree that traditions need
not have suffered from a lack of a ﬁeans of a written recordinge.
The comment by Wood and Wasnick in theirvpaper on South Indian
Leke which suggests that a common understanding of the area
among band members must have been necessary to the establish-
ment of a stable community could well be offered as meaning
that there was some universality of education,

Is.it also not beyond the bounds of possibility to suggest
that as the northern man passed down the rivers of his land he
learned of the doings of his fellows from the drawings on the
rocky banks?

It might be a fair judgement to say that when the first
white traders arrived the local reople had a society as equal-
ly developed as the newcomers, admitting of course, that as

yet no technology in metals had been discovered, The ability




to use metal was perhaps the one skill which really gave the

European some superiority.




Chapter IV

White Arrival, Cultural Alteration, Native Partnership

It is unfortunate that few of the present day Manitobans
appreciate that for well over two hundred years most of the
Indien-hite contact occured in the area of the mouths of the
Helson and Heyes Rivers., Few people understand the extent of
the fur trade activity which operated from the coasts of the
Bay west to the Rockies and north to the Arctice Even less is
known about the fact that, until the pressure of the French and
later the Pedlars from the south caused the H.B.C. to open its
first great inland post at The Pas, Indians operated the bulk of
the trade., Indeed one of the greatest critics of the Company,
Arthur Dobbs, accused the traders of " sleeping by the side of

a frozen sea " when in the mid seventeenth century he petition-

4

ed the DBritish pariiament for permission to break the H,B.C.'s

)

monopoly.
The first white man to winter in Manitoba avppears to have
been the Welshman, Sir Thomas Button, who stayed at Hart's
b 3
Creek on the north bank of the Nelson River in the winter of
1611-12, His expedition had a twofold task. First it was to
search for the unfortunate Captain lHenry Hudson who had been

abandoned by his crew the previous year, The other purpose was

to search for the north-west passage to the riches of the Oriente.

J
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Button indeed felt that the Nelson River was an opening which

would lead to his goale. A map published by Eenry Briggs in 1625

is worded clearly in terms which suggest this.
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Button, like many of the first white explorers, suffered
great hardships., Although he went to great lengths to protect
his two ships, covering them around the sides with wood and
stones against the pressure of the ice, he could not guard his
men from the bitter weather and the inadequaﬁe diet of the times,
When spring came many had died, including the master of one ship,
and it was after him that Button called the river Nelson. There
appears to be adequate evidence, both from some of Button's crew
Who were interviewed after the voyage, and from modern writers
who have reviewed the information, to suggest that the exact spot
was at Eart{s Creek on the north bank of the Nelson, Lat.B?OI',
Long.92o 39 The most eminent of those who have judged that this
was the site of the first white wintering in Manitoba was Joseph
Burr Tyrrell, Apart from his extensive researches he also had
the advantage of having visited and surveyed the banks of the
Jelson Iin 1912 on behalf of the Government of Canadae At this
time one of the men in his employ picked up a cannon ball at the
mouth of the creek, This might well have Dbeen one left by Button
with the ship he abandoned., ©

The writer has had the opportunity to search the north
bank of the Nelson from its mouth to Gillam Island as well as
reading the material available to Tyrrell and his own report on
his surveye

The photo of Harts Creek, No. III, page 33, shows that it

is of such 2 size that determined man might have managed to work

2 ship of the size of the 'NHonsuch' into its shelter. In addition
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I have personal information that the H.B.C. was able tb winter a
boat about forty feet in léngth there in the early part of this
centuryg

The next visitor was the Dane Jens Munck. He wintered on
the Churchill, some little distance above Prince of Wales Fort,
in 1619, He was apparently very ill-prepared for the stay, for
out of a total of sixty-three men, only three lived to see the
spring of 1620, OFf these Munck was one, and with his companions
was able to sail the smallest of three ships back to Europe,

Third ofithe early explorers was Captain Luke Foxe of Hull,
- England, He had thg advantage of having questioned members of
Button's crew about their experiences, It is interesting to
note that the man who gave him accurate data regarding the win-
tering place was one Abakuck Prickett who had mutinied against
Hudsone Apparently his expertise as a seaman, and Hudson's
reputation as an erratic and harsh captain, served to save him
from the fate usually meted out to those who committed such ser—
ious Crimes—mmmemem— the gallows,

Luke Foxe sailed into the Nelson, visited the place where
Button had wintered, and returned home to England that same
yeare Like his predecessors, we have no evidence from him that
he contacted any of the native people,

During this same winter Capte. Thomas James visitéd and
stayed somewhere near to Charlton Island in the Bay which now
bears his name. He too, met with nobody in the area,'except for

Capte Foxe with whom he dined somewhere off the mouth of the
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Nelson, He 1is notable for the unique manner in which he secured
his ship against the pressure of the winter ice. He had holes
bored in her so that she sank in shallow water and thus equal-
ized the pressures on the hull,

The first of what may be called the fur trade visits
did not occur until 1682, Others visited in the interim but
there is no real evidence of direct contact with local people
aithough presents were left at what were apparently native
camp sitese

However these early visits, even though they did not
bring Buropeans face to face with the native people, had a
profound effect on the latter's culture. This effect was of
course produced by the introduction of iron, left at the place
of the wrecked vessels,

When Button abandoned one of his vessels at Hart's Creeck
he left for the local people a veritable storehouse of goods
from what was the beginning of his own technological societye.

When Foxe was in the entrance té the Nelson he was look-
ing for timber of size for a main yard, and during this search
he found what he assumed to be the remains of Buttont's ship,

¥Miller Christy quotes from the Foxe MS details of what
he saw:

Fbxe's S here reads " the relics of a

decayed ship, as anchors, cables, a tent covered

with old sail cloth, a gun, an iron crow,'(and)

great store of shot of lead and iron; and that

they do think that some have wintered here, for
there is a grealt store of firewood piled up, and
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a place where they think some ship hath lain "
These.of course, wgre further relics of

Button's wintering. Ce

To the modern reader it might at first glance appear
that the goods left untouched in the almost twenty years
after Button's visit were in such quantity as to suggest
that local people had not availed themselves of these useful
articles, Howevery, we should remember that the person who
lived in that place would only avail himself of those simple
things which could immediately be adapted to his use to help
improve his way of 1life, The use of many of the relics would
not at thétvtime have been apparent to him,

In reference to a landing in latitude 60°22' Foxe in his

MS stated:

Here I found an arrow, the head being made L
of a nailes I suppose it came from Port Nelson.

This supposition may well have been accurate, since the
northern men were well capable of travelling the two hundred
miles between the two places, perhaps for the specific purpose
of obtaining so small a thing as a highly efficient point for
an arrowe There seems 1little doubt that this deserted ship
provided metal for a number of years, since after a considerable
passage of time, when Groseilliers visited the site in the 1670's
- he reported on the extent of shipsts articles left there. It is
reasonable to attribute to Button, however unwittingly done, the
credit for introducing the Cree, and possibly the Chipewyan peo-

ple, to the potential of iron as a material for daily use.



Some little consideration might be given to another poss-
ibility. When James visited Danby Island, near to his wintering
rlace, he reported:

I went ashore with the boat, for some of the
company had told me, they had seen some stakes the
last year driven into the ground. When came ashore,
whilst some gathered wood, I went to the place;
where I found two stakes, drove into the ground a
foot and a half, and firebrands where a fire hagd
been made by thems I pulled up the stakes, which were
about the bigness of my arm; and they had been cut
sharp at the ends, with a hatchet, or some other good
iron tool, and driven in as it were with the head of it.
They were distant about a stone's throw, from the water
sides I could not conceive, to what purpose they shou%d
be there set; unless it were for some mark for boatse.

Two arguments may be developed from this evidence: That
this was the place where Hudson may have landed after being
abandoned, and that local people came into posession of the
tool which cut the stakes or that trade with the French in the
east brought metal ftools into the area., In either case the
quantity of iron involved would have been smell, and the proof
is scantye It appears reasonable to credit Button,.

On the next visit, that of Munck, less consideration is
necessarye. The evidence is rather more definite., Nicolas
Jeremie, stationed at the French Fort Bourbon on the Hayes
River from 1694 to 1714 relates:

Hext summer when the natives reached this

place, they were much astonished to see so many

dead bodies, the more so that they had never

seen men of that kind before., Terror-stricken,

at first they ran away, not knowing what to make

of such a sighte Then, when fear had given way to

curiosity, they went back thinking they would
secure the richest spoils that ever been obtained.
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Unfortunately there was powder, and knowing noth-

ing of its properties or its power, they foolishly

set fire to it, with the result that they were all

killed, and the house and everything in it were all

burnt up. So the others who came later got nothing

except the nails and pieces of iron, which t@ey 6

gathered up from the ashes of the conflagration,

This comment is, of course, one from another culture.
Theveipréssion "—w--nothing except the nails and pieces of
irony—--", if considered in its true context does not proper-
ly state the true impact on the local people, The very first
visit, then the appreciation of the potential of these new
materials could have occured quite close together, All that
was required was that one man, seeking to test the nature of
a metal object, struck it against a familiar material, stone,
Senses sharpened by the need to_appreciate all that fortune
allowed would soon have realized that this substance had prop-
erties superior to stone but, like it, could be shaped by
grinding. Thus the manufacture of a simple knife could have
followed as a natural occurance,

This period, which judged in terms of actual face to
face meetings might be called pre-contact was an important
one, The knowledge gained was about the products of the
Furopean technological world, If we add this achievement to
the others previously considered under the headings of culture,
civilization and education it is possible to form the opinion
that the people around Hudson's Bay were more prepared for the

impact of the white culture than its bearers realized,

In 1682 the Nelson-Hayes area was dramatically affected
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by ﬁhat may be called the first true fur trade activity in
that place. This was important not only because it exposed
the ﬁative people to all the complications of the world of
commerce but also because they were at the sanme subject'to the
influences of two great, competing nations, France and England,.

This first contact fur trade visit was a three pronged one.
First to arrive were the redoubtable explorers from Quebec, Rad-
isson and Groseilliers, who had played leading parts in_the Hon-
ocrable Company's establishment of its first post, Rupert House,
in 1668, Now, dissatisfied with that employér, they represented
the King of France, A While Groseilliers built a house near Fish-
ing Island, some little way up the Hayes, Radisson and his nephew
Chouart Journeyed some distance upstream to make successful con-
tact with the local people.

When Radisson returned from this journey he was made aware
of the presence of another group of Europeans when ﬁe heard the
sound of guns being fired., Crossing over Marsh Point to the Nel-
son he came across a party of men under the command of Benjamin
Gillam of Massachusetts, This man wes the son of Zacharizh Gill-
am who had piloted the first H.B.C. ship, "The Nonsuch", to Ru-
pert House. By the standards of those days he was regarded by
both English and French as a pirate or interloper. Radisson
found that Ben Gillam had brought his ship "The Batchelor's De
light" to the north-ecast end of the present Gillam Island and
there had built himself a house., The eloquent Radisson was able

to persuade Gillam that he had a French force which vastly out-
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numbered that of the younger man. Gillam agreed to restrict his
activities and to stay on the island.

| Radisson left Gillam Island and proceeded downstream on
the Nelson intending to go around Marsh Point into the Hayes.
To his surprise he encountered yet another ship, "The Prince
Rupert" under command of his old comrade Captain Zachariah Gill-
am, who was still representing the H.B.C. He adopted the same
tactics as he had with Benjamin and was guite successful in con-
vincing Governor Bridgar of the H.B.,C. that he not only had com-
mand of a superior force but also had strohg allies among the Ind-
ian people, This latter claim, in view of his having been a cap-
tive among Indians ;s a youth, convinced them that they too should
not be overly active in their approaches to the native people. They
built a house at Root Creek and there wintered, In October Gill-
am was lost with some of his men when his ship became ice-bound
and was blown out into the Bay in a gale.s This left the entire
HeBo.Cs operation under the care of Bridgar. He, according to his-
tory, spent too much time in consuming the supplies of alcohol, so
his parfy became a rather ineffectual one,

The map C, page 41, shows what may be termed the "Power

Triangle of the Nelson-Hayes Rivers, 1682-3", However it would
be only honest to admit that most of the directing came from the
apex on the Hayes. Radisson because of his previoﬁs stay with
the Indians as a youth, when he had doubtless assimilated some
of their attitudes, was more equipped to deal with them and to

move in the environment in which they lived, When he made con=-
J
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tact with native persons he did so not just as a trader but al-
s0 as a friend who showed mutual respect., He describes in his di-

ary how he called the man whom he first met father, and that man

7

accepted him as a son,. Thus he had great advantages over the

other partiess

When spring arrived in 1683 Radisson found himself in an
unfortunate situation, He had not prepared his ships for the
harshness of the winter as had Ben Gillame When a sudden thaw
caused a great flow of water on the Hayes his ships, with the
bottoms of the hulls frozen in the icey river bed, were split
in two as the waters raised the top portions upe Radisson was
able to cannibalize the two vessels, but the product was leaky
and not suitable for a long sea voyage to Quebec. To solve the
problerm of transportation he sent a number of his prisoners on
this ship the "Ste., Anne" to the H.B.C. post at Rupert House in
James Baye. He took the "Batchelor's Delight", with Ben Gillam
and Captain Bridgar as prisoners to Quebece. His nephew Chouart
was lefﬁ on Rainbow Island to safeguard the furs which had been
traded with Indian people but could not be accomodated on the

5

When Radisson arrived at Quebec he found thet his conduct
leased the Governor. The Englishmen were set free and
allowed to return home, So annoyed was Radisson at his treat-

ment that he left the French service and egain took up employ-

ment with the H.B.Co “hen he returned to Haves River asgain he
. o (e

o

took over the onetime I'rench post and convinced his nevhew to




hand over the furs to English company.

The stage was now set for an era of steady fur trading
which was to last until the doors of York Factory closed for
the last time in 1957, For almost three hundred years this
post and its other large compvanions at Churchill, Albany River,
Nelson House, The Pas ancd Norway House, as well as a large num-
ber of smaller posts kept up a practically unbroken record of
trade with Chipewyans, Cree, Assiniboine, Ojibway and Blackfoot
tribess A£1ll of these peoples were much affected by the goods
and the customs of this new society which had come to their
countrye

The extent to which over-wintering by five or six parties
of Zuropeans accclerated the development of the culture of the
area dGeserves examination.

The introduction of iron, both from the wrecks of ships and
from trading was probably the most dramatic factore. The nec-
essity of spending many hours in the chipping of flint was now
abolished. Though this itself was important the concept of
trade on a large scale was probably the greatest factor involved.
Vhere previously trade with other tribes had probably been on the

basis of simple barter the idea of exchange in quantity now be-

came the meens of trade, Other ideas which are the equivalent

-

of premiums came into pleay when in the wreliminary nesotiations
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goods were of a kind wh had never been seen by the local peo-

ple before and often created situations which, like the iron tool,

g LK




reduced the basic labour needed to subsist. The gun, with its
powder and shot, made hunting much easier and of course intro-
duced the idea of mass killing for trade supplies. One of the

most important ideas, which was to be a powerful factor in the

fur trade until the two great comvanies, the N.W.Coe. and the HeBoCo
= L

amalgamated in 1820, was the idea of competition. How puzzled
must have been the Cree who went to trade with Groseilliers in
163L when he discovered that this man now spoke for the very com-

pany against which he had made war in 1682%

e

As well as givin
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thought to the speeding-up of the dev-
elopment of the Indian culture one should acknowledge that some
degree of supnression also occured, From the esrliest time there

is evidence of the implanting of Turopean names upon the original

(o
o
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native ones. Many of us ot appreciate that when we look at a
stancdard map produced by the Surveys and HappiLg Eranch, Depart-
ment of Tnergy, lines and Resources we are regarding a collect-
ion of names selected for suitability by the Geographic Board,
but which bear in many cases little resemblance to the true cour-
se of history. Iliany of the names in the area were originally giv-
en to honour some Royal personage, a member of the H.,B.C. Eoard

of Governors or a prominent person who visited the north., Often
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little regard was pa ginal native name, excep

it sometimes appeared in mutilated form.

o

Cn the implanting of a second languasge upon the nmother
< [l o o BN
tongue (Gue says:

Lenguage is one of our most deep-seated




learnings, and at the same time carrying a maxi-
num of emotional freighte.

Is it any wonder that some people have diff-

iculty in learning a second language? It is in effect

asking them to leave their mother, their family,

their securitye ©

What must have been the effect of this change upon the
man who so often paddled a river which he had known since
childhood by a particularly descriptive name first heard from
the lips of his grandfather?

Button called the river Nelson after the dead sailing-
master of his abandoned shipe. Grosseilliers renamed 1t after
his royal leader, Bourbon. La Pothérie states:

The first river we met with after the

Danish when going south, is the Poarinagou,

or Bourbon, discovered by Groseilliers.

In a short period of time, from 1611-168L, a great weight
of change had been laid upon the culture, and most of this in
the last three years, How long had the local people taken to

acguire civilization, culture and education? How necessarily

slow had progress been in the harsh environment, suddenly know-

ledge of many new things had to be assimilated at a tremendous
rate!

The years from 1684, when Radisson once again changed his
allegiance and returned as representative of the H.B.C., to
1714 when Britain and France signed the Peace of Utrecht, must
have exposed the native person to a very puzzling experiance
with two other cultures, This period saw an unbroken conflict

between the French and the 3British for the control of the rich
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commerce of the Bay. All this in addition to the need to under-
stand thevnew trade and technological ideas!

When Radisson returned in 1684 and persuaded his nephew
to surrender the furs to his new employer he was accompanied by
one John Abraham who built a posf at Walker's Point on the south
bank of the Nelson, opposite to Sir T. Button's wintering place.
Subsequently he moved to the Hayes to take charge of the newly
built York Fort; named in honour of the Duke of York, (later
Jaues II), who was Governor of the Companye This post was lo-
cated about seven miles upstream on the north bank and was the
first of four buildings of that name to be close to this spote.
The last to be built did not close its doors till 1957, 'Around
the time when Radisson was returning to England a French exped-
ition led by M. de la Fartiniére came to attempt to recapture
the post for France. According to Pére Silvy's account John
Abrahem and his men were living in a tent near the unfinished
forts The two parties exchanged compliments and assessed each
others strengthe. They agreed to live in peaces Obviously, sin-
ce it was now the middle of September, this was because of the
necessity of making preparations for winter survival, However,
a day or so later the Frenchman discovered that his rival was
well fortified and, since he refused to dismount his cannon,
attacked him, This attack was unsuccessful and La Martiniére
retired to French Creek, then called Gergousse, on the opposite
side of the Hayes and about two miles below York Forte. Here he

built "three houses and a fort....made of logs and defended by
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two bastions and a salient angle", 10

Unquestionably these incidents must have been viewed by
native people with great perplexity. Here were these men who
were possessed of such a great store of wonderful goods which
they were prepared to exchange for what the local hunter méy well
have considered an easily obtained animal skin. Was this man also
aware of the use to which the whiteman would put these skins? Or
was he himself so being attracted by the adornments of the Fur-
opean way of life that he could consider this use a normal one?

Be this as it may, he must have gazed with wonder gt the
violence involved. And, subsequent to the bombardment of York
Fort, he would have‘seen the prodigious efforts made by the
French to work their ship into French Creek, Today it is a hard
task, even near to high tide, to navigate a sixteen foot boat
thfough the rocks which the ice action has strung across the
creek mouthe. Even allowing for the fact that the land has risen,
possiblyha metre or two in the last three hundred years, it is
difficult to conclude that in 1684 the problems of noving even
a small sailing ship were not great. The Indian, faced by any
physical obstacle, would have normally carried his craft or, if
the portage were a long one, abandoned it and built a replace-
ment later. Thus a new lesson in the attachment to the value of
material goods was learned,

During the winter and spring of this year there was much
activity to interest the local observer, The English destroyed

the post left by Chouart on Rainbow Island, which La Martiniére
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had'also occupied for a short while. The French also moved to
another ?ost, near to Radisson's 1682‘position, opposite Fishing
Island. When we consider the movements that went on during one
winter and think about the hardships that must have been endured
in this desolate spot we may be amazed at the effort put forth.
Conéider how the first-hand viewing must have affected the local
observer! Also he must have realized the potential of the fur
trade where white men possessed with powerful weapons struggléd
to gain the skins which only he, the Indiaﬁ, could supplye

It is not proper for the purpose of this study to write in
detail about all the actions between the French and the English,
but since the two parties competed for the attentions of the
Indian hunters from the time they_both entered Hudson's Bay
until the conquering of New France by the BEnglish in 1760, some
of the more dramatic situations must be considered, at least in
brief,

In 1686 a French force came overland to the bottom of the
Bay and captured the posts of Moose, Albany and Rupert. This
left the English with only one major post, Yorke. Obviously the
influence of this latter post must have been weakened. In char-
ge of the French forces was Le Moyne d'Iberville, who success-—
fully resisted English attempts to recover the lost posts in 1688
and 1689, He himself was beaten off when he tried to conguer York
Fort in 1690, This redoubtable leader tried again in 169L and was
at last, if only for a brief period, successful. Again cultural

influences were at work. York Fort became Fort Bourbon, and
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Hayes River was named Riviere Ste. Therese after the saint on
whose feast-day the victory had occured., Jeremie, to whom we
are indebted for very detailed accounts of the happenings of
more than twenty years described the bullding at York Fort:

The fort had four bastions, forming a
square of thirty feety, in which was a large
warehouse of two stories, The trading store
was in one of these bastlons, another served
as a supply store, and the other two were used
as guard houses to hold the garrison. The whole
was built of woode In line with the first pali-
sade were two bastions, in one of which the off-
icers lodged, the other serving as a kitchen and
forge for the garrison. Between these two bastions
was a kind of half moon space in which were eight guns
throwing an eight pound ball, which commanded the
river side. Below this half moon space was a plat-
form, at the level of the water, which held six
pileces of cennon. No cannon was mounted on the
side of the wood; ( Meaning the rear of the fort )
2ll the cennon and swivel guns were on the bast-
ions. There were altogether in the fort which had
only two palisades of upright logs, thirty two
cannon and fourteen swivel gunse There were fifty
three men in the fort. 11

To this day most of the older Cree people in the
settlements upstream spesk of "Kiche Vaskahikun' or the
Big Housees It would be a hopeless task to try to date when
this usage first came into being but it could have been from
the very first time of buildings

This French occupation was short lived, because the Tng-
1ish retoock the fort in 1696. They were not to enjoy occupation
for long because d'Iberville tried again in 1697 in command of
four shins. Unfortunately his ship, the "Pelican", became separ-
ated from the others in Hudson's Straits. ‘hile he was waiting

~ 1
¥

at the mouth of the river now named Hayes three very adequately




armed English men-of-war appeared. The "Hampshire" carried 52
suns, the "Dering" 30 and the "Hudson's Bay" 32, One enemy
ship overturned, one fled and another was wrecked and, like
d'Iberville's ship, ran aground. The latter apparently 1anded/
on the south side of Nelson River near to where Abraham's post
of 1684 had been, The commander was able to get his men off on
rafts along with some of his arms and then attack York Fort from
the rear. So the writers have suggested that Tndians helped in
this moves It has not been possible to find any concrete proof
of this, but in view of the relatively short stay of the French
at York Fort it would seem very likely that they must at least
have sought guidance across Marsh Point, which in many places is
impaésable on foot. There appears to have been only one track,
a very wet one going from the south bank of the Helson to the
rear of York Fort. The accompanying serial photo, Noe. L, page
51, which shows clearly one of the numerous lines indicating how
recently in geological times the land has been uplifted, also
gives evidence of the very wet nature of the land., To cross this
area woﬁld have needed all the hélp which could be obtained.

From this date until 1714 the post, once again nemed TFort
Bourbon, was in French hands. They constructed one more fort,
Phelipeaux, upstream near to the Radisson site of 1682, as a
place of retreat in case they were again attacked by the English,.
This was abandoned in 1712,

It would appear that Cree and Assiniboine people who came

to trade at the fort were subject to the vagaries of trade in
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the same way as the modern urban dweller is to the competition
between the multi-nationalse In addition, superimposed on a
limited area of riverside camping sites were the greater cleared
areas of the European encampments. Unlike the local people, who
moved more often and were inured to the cold, the newcomers con-
structed what were by Indian standards vast dwellings and heated
these with wood. Later evidence shows that they so stripped the
land around the fort that they were obliged to send men some dis-
tance upstream every summer to cut and raft wood down to the fort
to store for the winter, A description of the woodpile at the
Prince of Vales For?_at Churchill some forty years later is "a
plle of wood for a winter's firing for Prince of Wales Fort that
measured upwards of seventy y;rds rqund". 12

The map D, page 53, shows how the posts and sites which
influenced the local people had grown in number from five in
1684 to eleven by 1712, The action around these posts had in-
creased almost immeasurably.

The involvement and dependance of the native population
with the traders and their goods is clearly illustrated by
Jeremie, During the years 1708-9 when the supply ship failed to
arrive a desperate situation developed:

As a result, many of them died of hunger,

for they had lost their skill with the bow

since the Zuropeans supplied them with firearmse. 15
ngaged as both sides were in competitive enterprise it
is obvious that their remarks on local people would be slanted

by the trade relations:




At A

[Entay of: zai.e.& and Radissen 1649, mow.r\ 1670,
Croscelllieds 1670473, 0.,%3;@0.332 left” ]

TS

YE7 168%

Q)vi»&:@ \ Orn.nav:m...&
Imn n@mw.&. Mn;a::z:ﬁf.ﬁ @\\ J / —P@m

o
1w

.
e

Pelican;
ﬂ@k

oi, mrm\_t n:x
| 700 :

-

i Schesatdl Fosls fo 168¢ a
Sire i\oou\u Rmﬁiw}‘ o

L I 1 s
. o 2

ol




~

54

The humanity and courtliness of these people
are in marked contrast with the wildness and
barbarism of the Eskimose Indeed all the people
with whom we trade in the whole bay always treat
the French as their fathers and protectors. The
same attachment is not always shown towards the
Englishe They say they are too deceitful and that
they never tell the truth and this they do not like, 14

In 1712 when the French were sore pressed for food because

of the non-arrival of their ships a party of men was sent up-

stream to hunt and was treacherously attacked and seven were

killed. Some historians have chosen to suggest that the French

provoked the attack by seducing away Cree women.

Jeremiel's indignation, whatever the cause shows. the other
of the coin:

These barbarians, hungry for goods, came
to Fort Phelipeaux where they found nobody, and
everything they came across they plundered and
ravaged., Eleven hundreds of powder, which I had
not had time to get taken to Fort Bourbon, was
carried away by them and it was all we had left. 15

Did these native persons not carry out an action which

Buropean standards would have condoned in the extremity of one

of their struggles, had the need been equally as great? In an-

other sense were they not also victims of commercialism?

The involvement of the native people with the competitive.

aspect of the fur trade was only one pressure upon their cul-

ture ®

There were others which were more personal and recuire
Py -

examination of the careers of individual traders..

Since the Cree and their associates, the Assiniboine and

Chipewa were in a stage of pre-literacy until syllabics were

developed in the nineteenth century all records prior to that



time were set down by white men, and very few of these did so
without some bias. Indeed, it is still popular to teach about
La Verendrye, Kelsey, Henday, Radisson and Hearne without any
mention of Indian companions who performed any part in the
explorations other than that of mere followers. Of the fore-
going men only Hearne paid any real tribute to the man who led

him to the Coppermine Rivers,

ot

Henry Kelsey, whose chief claim to fame is usually re-

Hh

corded in history books as being the first white man %io see

the buffalo, was undoubtedly intrepid and extremely active in
¢ H 1Y

exploring the country. IHls career on the Bay began in 168L

when he came to Abraham's post at Walker's Point on the Nelsone

He saw much of the action between the Znglish end the French,

fa—y

o

eing himself captured in 1694 end then again present when
York Factory was finally returned to the English in 1714, Thus
he was well qualified to express opinion on Bayside situationse.

Indeed he not only was concerned with events on the Hayes and

=

is femous journey to the west, for he 2lso acted as master of
some of the company's ships and made overland journeys to the
northe Unfortunately he chose to write in a form of rather

crude rhyme and there have been many different theories offer-

ed regarding descriptions of routes taken and experiences un-

dergone, erhaps seems fit for a wan who demonstrated much

Hon
b

9]
e

initiative he uses the first person pronoun freguently. Any-
thing which others have recorded about him is also not entire-

1y clear. Until the discovery of his personal papers, and

i their
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publication in 1929, much distorted information existed sgbout
him, Joseph Robson, a disgruntled ex-employee of the H.B.C,
who testified at a House of Commons committee on the Company's
interest in inland exploration, profited by some of this uncer-
tainty. le had Kelsey running away from a harsh governor of
York Fort, making his famous journey to the west and returning
with an Indian wife whom the governor refused to allow into the
fort, 16 This statement was woven by Agnes Laut in her book in
colourful terms "Indian wife, and all the trumpery of an Indian
family", 17

In his papers Kelsey does give one statement meking some
direct comment on the natives contribution to the success of
trade activities on the Bay. In 2 letter to the Governor of
Churchill Factory in 1719 he advises: |

Be sure you follow ye Compies Order in that

affair, for I am very sure they have done me 211

the prejudice lies in their power by fals asspers-

ions concerning the Indians and had it not bin for

ym 1t would have been very hard wth us this winter

for they have killed near 100 de€eTeececsss18

This is one of the more early and solid pieces of evidence
illustrating how a very exverienced H.B.C. man valued the ex-
pertise of the Indians,

One other very interesting item of information which we

learn from the Kelsey Papers is about the first of the fur

ct

o

rade offspring of whom the writer has solid orocfs This was
the son of Guyer ( Geyer ) who commanded &t York Fort in 1696,

an interim year between French occupation. 1In his papers
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Kelsey commentseeeoeo " Ye Indians all went away except Guyer's
chila m, 19

Although Kelsey had little to say about the part the Indi-
ans played in assisting him on his journeys, perhaps because he
was preoccupiedeith recording his observations of the new coun-
try, we know he must have behaved in a way which gained their
admiration, for they called him "Little Giént" or Misstopasish
in their own tongue. That he was as one of them in the sharing
of the rigors of their harsh land is obvious from his account
of his journey of almost 300 miles to the north west of Chur-
chill in 1689, He was accompanied by one " Thomas Savage " who
apparently was not too capable as a guide nor was as reckless in
regard to his personal safely as Kelsey, Apparently he called his
ieader a fool for his lack of personal concerne. Kelsey himself
states that when they were on the return journey and had to
build a raft to cross a river he was forced to put their possesg-
ions and the boy on it while he himself swam in the icey water,
Perhaps because he was ashead of his time in terms of his desire
to expl&re inland, and also because he was prepared to live with
the Indians as one of them, we are not able to read the truth of
his times as he might have written about them. Possibly it was
necessary for him to be discreet, for some reason he wrote a few
lines, the transliteration of which is uncertain, with the comment

9

as a " pleasant fancy of 0ld tim€esesscosbecause counsel is kept

. . . . 20
pbest in one single Breast ',

However clouded the accounts of Kelsey's explorations may
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be it seems fair to assume that he received great help from
the local peopley a help which could not be adequately recor-
ed because only one party had reached the stage of literacy.

Two pieces of negative evidence which show the depth of
English ignorance can be seen in the accompanying mapse. The
first (map E, page 59), the Thornton map of 1685, shows most df
the land shapes guite correctly around the mouths of the Nelson
and Hayes rivers., All of the creeks on the north side of the
Nelson can be easily compared with more modern’maps, as can
those on the south side of the Hayes, but when one examines fur-
ther upstream on the Nelson similarity is not so évident. About
ten miles up from Gillam Island a large creek running north-south
cuts BetWeen the two rivers creating a large " Sir Edward Deering's
Island " The idea of this piece of land having at some time been
separated near to the eight mile portage from opposite Reinbow Is-
land to the south bank of the Nelson across from Gilleam Island
seems logicale. 3But the creek shown is about thirty miles from the
mouth of the Nelson and in a position which would piace it about
the area of Deer Island, which is well over two miles long. There
is no sign of this island on the Thornton map. One may question
how much the fur traders knew of'the land in the immediate vicin~-
ity of York Fort and how much they relied dn the native people for
gulding and information in their own area.

An examination of the map by Joseph Robson,(map F, page 60)
- shows an other, and in view of its later date, 1745, a different

but equally outstanding error. This shows Pennycutaway, ( Pun-
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egutwaeo or Light the Fire River ) coming north into the Nelson
almost opposite to the direction in which it actually flows
south from the Hayes. Thus in a matter of fifty five years
Marsh Point has only progressed towards true recognition of its
shape in written records in that it noﬁ appears as a longer type
of island, What makes this situation interesting is that Robson,
the man who contributed so much to the construction of Fort Prince
0f Wales and at a2 later date criticized.the Company so bitterly,
is guilty of such an obvious error. He apparently spent a’good
deal of time on his survey work and although initislly hired as
a stonemason, was apparently engaged subsequently with the idea
that he would help in assessing the possibilities of inland
travel on this river,

If such a man apparently cualified for his job and eager,
as his record shows, to outdo others and attempt to influence
policy, could be so much in ignorance of the country just near
to a great post, how much more so may have been many others of
the H.B.C, officers? If they knew so little about the area
there could have been only one class of persons who were able
to travel with assurance, the Indianse.

It is fortunate that the year 171L, when York Fort was
finally returned to the H.B.C. from French control, saw the
paths of two of the outstanding persons of the entire fur era
crosse One, the redoubtable Captain James Knight, served the
HE.,B.Coe from 1676 until he died on Marble Island in the north

of Hudson's Bay in 1719 or 1720. The other, whose career was
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very short, and who must have died at least in her early twen-
ties was Thanadelthur, the Chipewyan Slave VWoman. Each of these
persons was as strong and determined as any whose achievements
have been recorded in the annals of the north.

In 1714, when Knight became governor of the newly recovered
post, Thanadelthur arrived af the goose hunter's camp at Ten
Shilling Creek‘just up stream from York Fort on the other side
of the Hayes. Her arrival there is an excellent illustraiion
of the strésses put upon the various triEes by the fur trade,
She had escaped from a party of Crees who héd held her as a
slave, at their camp on the north bank of the Nelsoﬁ, along with
a companion. It would appear'that at this time the **Southern
Indians® weré well provided with guns, and since the estsblish-
ment of a permanent post at Churchill was yet to be, were in a
position to exert great pressure on the "Northern Indians", Her
companion in misfortune died as a2 result of the hardships they had
endured,

B;ought to York she immediately impressed Knight as an
extraordinary person: |

She was one of a Very high Spirit and of

the firmest Resolution that ever I see in any
Body in my Days and of great Courage and forecastees

22
Her description of the richness of her countrymen's furs, to-
gether with her willingness to take Crees into what was at that
time a hostile country, appealed greatly to Knight who was anx-

ious to expand trade to the north. If he were able to make

peace between the Crees and the Chipewyans Knight knew that his
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aim of establishing a post at Churchill would be possible and
profitable. Thus the two had much in common. Thanadelthur was
at a level different from the other women of her race at that
time for, although it appears that usually the women had consid-
erable influence, their chief value in the eyes of their males
was thelr usefulness:

They served as beasts of burden and their

misery, in an endless round of domestic drudgery,

was intensified by the harshness of the northern

environment, 'Yhat is a woman good fore..e.eshe is,

only to work and carry our things' & Chipewyan

explained to David Thompson. Samuel Hearne observed

women carrying up to one hundred and fifty pounds

in summer and hauling a much greater weight by sled

in winter., 23

How did she manage to attazin a unicue status? One must
conclude that it was simply by great force of character. Eere
is at lecast one person of the native peoples to whom unreserved
credit was given.

In June of 1715, accompanied by a E.B.C. servant, William
Stuart, and a party of Swampy Crees numbering about one hundred
and fifty, she set off for her own country. The expedition al-
most met with disaster. There was much sickness and near stapr-
vation crossing the barrens and many of the Crees deserted. A
number of dead Chipewyans were found, killed by members of another
group of Crees, VYet Thanadelthur was determined to push on and
reconcile her countrymen to the idea of making peace with their

traditional enemies., Before a group of more than one hundred

Chipewyans, who might well have massacred her, she explained the

purpose of her visit and even dealt most firmly with those who were
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hard to convince, Stuart was free with his admirations
She made them all Stand in fear of her

she Scolded at Some amd pushing of othersocee

and forc'd them to ye peace.
Again he expressed his feelings:

Indeed She has a Divellish Spirit and I

believe that if thare were but 50 of her

Country Men of the same Carriage and Resolution

they would drive all the Northern (Southern)

Indians in America out of there Country. 24

WVhen on the return to Y&rk Fort Thanadeltur told Knight
that her countrymén had promised to bring copper to trade with
| his interest was only exceeded by her story that they had heard
from other Indians that gold was to be found to the north. Plans
were made for another expedition in 1717 but an ex tremely hard
winter, when fresh meat could not be obtained, caused sickness
among the Chipewyans and on the 5th of February 1717 she died.
Her 1ife ended with Knight's bitter comment 'the finest Weather
wee have had any Day this Season but the most Melancholys't by
the Loss of her', 25

Unguestionably this unique tribute is the best paid to any
woman of the fur trade, How many others, women or men deserved
but did not receive their due? Do we owe the record of this re-
markable woman's achievements to the fact that the indomitable
Knight recognized in her attitude the same degree of resolution
which he himself possessed? On leave in England he set off on
his last great journey, to the north of the Bay seeking the North

Vlest Passage, gold, copper, and hoping to start a whale industry.

He left in June of 1719 and was never again seen by any white man.
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In 1721 Kelsey had evidence from Eskimos that Knight had perish-
ed on Marble Island and almost fifty years later Hearne found the
remains of his houses and his ships. After Thanadelthur's death
in 1717 Knight purchased another slave who took Richard Norton

to meke further contacts with the Chipewyans, but in 1718 Knight
went to England and apparently no one else saw fit to record her
actlvities,’

In 1715 occured another Indian "first" which has been given
1ittle credit in history, particularly when regarded in the light
of today's events., One Captain Swan, a Cree, came to Knight at
York Fort telling of a lake beyond the headwaters of the Churchill,
on the banks of which was found "Gum of Pitch"s In 1719 he again
visited and this time gave to Henry Kelsey a sample of that pitch
from what we now call the Athabasca Tar Sands. 26 Certainly this
Indian, who was sufficiently advanced 1n the practices of the Eur-
opean trade ways that he had been awarded the honorary title of
"Captain', and probably the ornate coat that went with that title,
knew enough about commercialism that he sensed the value of this
black substance?

If during the period after 171L the H.B.C. was the sole
agency which affected the way of life of those people around the
Bay, and by the native trade routes those out to the prairies, this
state was not to last for too longe Already in the 1720's the forts
at the lower end of the Bay were on occesion visited by French tra-
ders from Quebec, who whilst they declared that they were acting in-

dependently, were suspected of spying for the French authorities.
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Before many years had passed there were French posts at
Rainy Lake and by 1739 La Verendrye was at the present day Por-
tage La Prairie., By 1741 there was a French post at the mouth
of the Mossey River where it flows into Lake Winnipegosis and an-
other at Cedar Lake. Thus a new group of people were very direct-
ly exposed to open competition for their goods. In retalisition the
TR

eBaCe had to move against the men who were cutting the lifeline of

the tribes who came from the west to trade at York Fort. They began

o

to send men west on long journeys of exploration and contact. Pre-
viously the E.B,C. had only had direct contact with those Indians
who chose to make the canoce trip to York Fort, éy contrast the
French had closer contact with the Indians, particularly those of

the plains. Their trading policy differed considerably from that

O]

of the English who sourht s in the northward travels of Than-
o o 9

ES
adelthur and Stewart, to reconcile different tribes and encouraged
Eal

them to trade peacefully. By the French »ractice of interfering

with triba

i

balances, supplying weapons for war rather than hunt-

]

ing, many Indians became involved in needless conflict:

On August 8, 1728, Macklish, now Governor at
York, wrote the committee: "It is much to be wish-
ed for, that your Honours could prevent the French
from encouraging (the Assiniboins). Nay several of
the TFrench goes yearly with the Poits to warr with
most of our Indians herevt, 27

That the Assiniboines were fully affected by the trade strug-
gle is obvious in Macklish's further remerk for it is well knovwn

5

that the Assiniboines often accompanied pleins Crec on the journey
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Here came at least 4O canoces of Indians this

summer most of them Cloathed in french Cloathing

that they traded with the french last summer.

They likewuse brought several strong French Kettles

& some french powder in their Horns, which they

upbraided us with Comparing with ours. 28

Further evidence of the‘French habit of playing politics
as well as frading is suggested by the massacre at Fort St.
Charles in the Lake of the Woods area in 1736. It has been
suggested that the killings were the result of the French arm-
ing.the local Creesy, and the fact that the eldest son, Jean-
Baptiste La Verendrye, had led them in attacks against the
plains SiouXe 29

During this period from the 1730's until the British gener-
al, Wolfe, was victor over the French there was a constant threat
to the lines of fur trade communications. It was not until 1748
that there appears even a small move to change the dependancy on
the Indian as a middle man who brought the prairie fur down the
rivers,

In 1748 the H.B.C. ventured up the Nelson about twenty miles
and established 'a trading post; Flamboro House, there. Actually
they did so in fear of the French moving upstream behind York
Fort. However the documents connected with this post show that
it attracted enough trade that it might almost, despite the claims
put forward for better known houses, have been dubbed the first
post inland from the "Frozen Sea', Another good reason for exam-
ining its history is that it involves good examples of attitudes

towards Indian peoples.
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The building itself must have created some wonder by the
local people. By any standards for an inland post it was quite
sophisticateds Situated opposite Flamboro Head it had a stock—
ade some seventy three feet across and a two storey house divided
into several rooms equipped with stoves made.of brick, probably
brought as ship's ballast from England., There we;e signs of per-
manence; a map of the time shows a lime kiln,‘bre&ing tent, look-
out tower, and gardens in which.lettuce and collard greens were
planted on both sides of the creek near to which the fort was
situated. 30

One York Fort Journal attests to the fact that about three
hundred trees were cut down in the early stages of construction.31
The writer can give evidence to the difficulties which must have
been éncountered in the building, having himself spent a great
deal of time in searching for the remains, struggling through a
mass of fallen trees and tangled brush, plodding across swamp and
beating off the hordes of insects.

The first master of the house was John Hughes, reported in
journalé as proficient in Indian languages. 32 He also was diff-
erent from many other traders who époke often in impersonal lang-
uage about Indian people; expressions such as, " This afternoon
two Indians traded some deer meat " occuring very often. Hﬁghes
talks of " Five Indian families Sneas, Shannapish, Archiwich,
Takasan, Sockatchowan ", " Mockamanathin, his brother and fam=-
ilies "o Muskatucky and his brother going to the Great Stone up
33

Hay' River Y, The latier reference may either be to a large
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stone at therjunction of the Hayes and Gods Rivers or perhaps to
the 'Painted Stone', an object of Indian reverence. In either
case the knowledge of situations well upstream suggests commun-
icatioﬁ of a high standard with the local people,

In contrast James Isham writes of Samuel Skrimsher:

Its to be observed Mr Skriﬁsher got a

hurt across the face and foot by a drunken

Indian before he left the house to go to the

Goose Tent, by a firebrand. John Hughes writes

me word he complained every day till his death,

and that he and several more does think it was

the cause of his death. 34
Isham did nothing to gain justice or revenge for this act and
it appears that Skr?msher had the reputation of being alvery
surly individuale. By the standards of those times, and consid-
ering that the Company thought itself to be the sole dispenser
of justice, the fact that no effort was made to punish the In-
dian involved shows great tolerance on Isham's part. Perhaps it
too was caused by his being very invblved with the local people
by ties of marriage. E.E. Rich tells us that he had an Indian
family and that on his death at York Fort in 1761, after almost
thirty 5ears service in the Bay, he left all his nioney to his
Metis son, Charles Price Ishame 52 |

It is interesting to note that in the same year one Wappisis
and his two sons were hanged at Fort Albany for shooting three
H.B.Ca men, two of whom had undoubtedly seduced and detained two
of the Indians' wives. Obviously the natives were open to rather

divergent standards of jJjustice!

While these two foregoing incidents were happening the ex-
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plorer Anthony Henday came down to York Factory at the head of

twenty canoes of Blackfoot Indianse. The most prevalent image of

Henday is one created by a painting reproduced frequently in schoolA

texts used at the upper elementary level, This shows him striding.
up the centre approach of a Blackfoot tented village. 36 The
impression is of a great white leader, followed of course by In-
dianse The reality, without any need to detract from Henday's in-
itiative and courage, is somewhat different.

According to Clifford Wilson he " set out with some Plains
Cree who were returning to the interior ', 37 But Morton gives
what sounds like a more valid explanation:

' Henday received Instructions from Isham

in the formal manner customary with the Comp-

any. He was to go with a trusty Indian named

Conawapa for his companion, and to proceed

with the captain of the band, Attichosish,

who had uncdertaken to conduct him to safely to

his country and as far as the Earchithinues

(Blackfeet), who had not yet come to traffic

at the fort. 38
Rather than being Indians who were going back to their own coun-
try, those named were most likely 'Home Guard' or persons more
or less regularly employed around York Fort who could have been
the backbone of any inland expeditionse. Indeed in Wilson's bi-
ography there is a comment that Henday realized how Indian econ-
omy was more complicated than the H.B.C. had appreciated and that
he became aware of their middleman position in the fur trade.

One point which shows how dependant were many H.B.C. men

on native help, and in this case Henday in particular, was the

ald given by their couniry wives. In a copy of his journal (the
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original has not survived), made soon after his trip he states on
27 December 1754:
Killed moose. Indians very angry, Arch-
ithinues would kill us, I asked o0ld man how I
should get wolves skins to carry to the Fort,.
He made me little answer; but am informed by my
bedfellow that we shall trade from the Archithin-
ues in the spring of the year; for the sake of
the woman shall take no notice at present. 39
There are other references to advice given him by this girl, who
shared the larger part of a year of his life, which indicate clear-
ly how she helpéd him judge the climate for negotiations with these
| newly met people. Another reason for giving credit to his wife for
the reliance he must have put on her opinion is the fact that the
expedition was accompanied by Wapennessew, who is often quoted in
H.B.C._journals as an associate of Thomas Corey, an independant
trader whom the Company regarded as a thorn in their side., That
he was able to avoid conflict with this man speaks well for his
compenion's diplomacy. It is indeed unfortunate that we must con-
clude for lack of any evidence that when he reached the eastern
edge. of the prairies on his return journey his temporary wife was
left to rejoin her people. Was she then regarded as the castoff of
the whiteman? |
In addition to making contact with Indians who lived far
inland Henday also observed that the French were very active,
particularly at Faskoyac (The Pas). Here the Indians who were
agcompanying hin back to York Fort were persuaded by the French to
trade part of the furs and Henday was helpless in face of the com-

vetitive element of his own culture,
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As a result of his report the Company began to make regular
efforts to send men into the interior., It must be noted however,
that so secure were his companions on the bayside that they knew
211 about the country that laughter greeted his statement that the
Archithinues rode‘horses. |

In the decade or so after his first journey Henday made
others in company with white men. The names of Batt, Lutit, Pink,
Allen, Smith, Tomison and Dearing appear as H.B.C. leaders into
the interior. The last named of these went with Attickoshish, who
had been one of Henday's companions, in 1766. Thus we have here
some evidence of long service by Indian guldes or leaders.

If the H.B.C. had found any satisfaction in the defeat of the
French and the passing of the control of Canada as it was then rec-
ognized to the English,; it was short lived. The gradual closing of
the French posts around 1760 wes succeeded by the\coming of the
edlars., These men not only followed the 0ld routes of the French
traders but extended them to reach untouched country to the north,
This forced the H.,B.C. not only to extend its efforfs to the west
but also to the north,

As a result of these efforts the Churchill Fort post became
more important as a base and began what at times was an almost
unprofiteble rivalry with York. From the northern post began a
most significant Jjourney, that of Samuel Hearne to the Coupermine
River,

In 1770 Samuel Hearne set off from Churchill to seek the

legendary coppermine, with which in the minds of the IEnglish was
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coupled the idea of striking golde. On his Jjourney he was robbed
of all his possessions by a band of 'Northern Indians', doubtless
Chipewyans, and forced to turn back to his base, On the way he
met and was assisted by the great Matonabbee who 1ater offered to
be his guide on another venture. Hearne appears to be one of the
few writers ofrﬂis time who set down events impartially and gave

credit to the right person. He was as scathing in his condemna-

tion of the habits of the Metis governor of Fort Churchill, Moses
Norton, as he was lavish in his admiration of the man Who‘became
his close companion in his adventures, Matonabbee, His description
of the former is concise and hérsh:

Mr Norton was an Indian; he was born at Prince
of Wales's Fort, but had been in England nine
years, and considering the small sum which was
expended in his education, had made some progress
in literature. At his return to Hudson's Bay he
entered into all the abominable vices of his
countrymen, He kept for his own use five or six
of the finest Indian girls which he could select;
and notwithstanding his own uncommon propensity to
the fair sex, took every means in his power to
prevent any European from having intercourse with
the women of the countryeeoesso 40

Of Matonabbee he holds a very different, and it would appear,

equally honest view:

It is impossible for any man to have been
more punctual in the performance of a promise than
he was; his scrupulous adherance to truth and honesty
would have done honour to the most enlightened and
devout Christian, while his benevolence and univer-
sal humenity to all the human race, according to
his abilities and manner of life, could not be
exceeded by the most illustrious personage now on
record; and to add to his other good qualities, he
was the only Indian I ever saw, except one, who was
not guilty of backbiting and slandering his neigh-
bours,
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Further in describing his friend's character he says:

He was remarkably fond of Spanish wines, though
he never drank to excess; and as he would not par-
take of spirituous liquors, however fine in quality
or plainly mixed, he was always master of himself,
As no man is exempt from frailties, it is natural
to suppose that as a man he had his share; but the
greatest with which I can charge him, is jealousy,
and that sometimes carried him beyond the bounds
of humanity. kL1

In judging the honesty of Hearne's assessment of Matonabbee's

character it should be noted that he does not overlook the infam-
ous massacre of the Eskimoes at Bloody Falls during the Copper-
mine journey., He feels that theEIndian leader was forced égainst

his wishes to agree to the attack and offers some evidence of Mat-

onabbee having previously been on friendly terms with these people.

In addition he quotes Matonabbee's view on women as they operated
in the Chipewyan society:

Vomen were made for labour; one of them can
carry or haul as much as two men can do., They also
pitch our tents, make and mend our clothing, keed
us warm at night; and, in fact, there is no such
thing as travelling any considerable distance, or
for any length of time, in this country, without
their assistances. 'omen though they do every thing,
are maintained at a trifling expence; for as they
always stand cook, the very licking of their fing-
ers in scarce times, is sufficient for their subsist-
ance, L2

Despite Hearne's own opinion of the mildness and virtue
of the Northern Indian women, his high regard for Matonabbee's
character in general apparently offset any misgivings he might
have about the use of women as labourerse

There 1s further proof that this Chipewyan stood out amongst

rmen in this very harsh environment. Zven on the barrens he main-
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tained six wives and apparently was a good provider. His personal
standards were undoubtedly unusual in either European or North
American societies at that timey, for when in 1782 Samuel Hearne
surrendered the great but very undermanned Fort Churchill to Ad-
miral La Perouse, he was so shocked by the apparent weakness of his
white frieﬁd that he hanged himself; In proof of his efficiency as a
survivor in that terrain, and his ability to provide, is the fact
that the next winter all of his six wives and four of his chidren
starved to déathé |

We are fortunate that Hearne gave us such a detailed and fair
report on this man.

Cther situations which illﬁstrate that Hearne regarded the
native people as individuals.are shown when he made another of
his great travels, this time to the west to open Cumberland House
in 177L.-75. He mentions the names of Nesinekishac, Shawcawponnes-
scum, Heeshuewappeyathin, Pattecowwow, and Mekathinnue as leading
Indians and it is evident that he entrusted work of some respon-
sibility to them. b5

As pfeviously noted, the drive to the interior created some
competition between Churchill and York and this of course increased
with the establishment of the house at The Pase.

It would appear that the Company Was now entering a period
when i1t was more openly acknowledging the services of its Indian
workers, not only do they appear by their individual names, but the
existence of one class of persons which had hithertofore been hidden

wvas now being openly discussed; the Indian women as consorts of the
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whites., Where only a few years earlier Isham had labouriously
repenned Henday's journal to exclude mention of his 'bedfellow!
they now appear quite fregquently in Jjournals, not only as wives
but also as recognized workers.

In 1794 Malcom Ross, a trader who spent over twenty years
in the area, left Churchill accompanied by David Thompson, and
their 'pilot! was an Indian woman who guided them by Deers Lake
to the Athepescow. Later references in the journal show that
the guide back to Churchill on this round trip of over 800 miles

Ll
was also a woman, B

An earlier correspondence, written to the London Committee
in 1769 by W. Richards who, to judge by the tone of his opinions,
was probably just returned from the Bay, gave advice on the qual-
ities required by inland traders:

Should your honours think fit to send anybody

inland they should be people that know the language

and disposition of the natives, without which there

can be no expectations from theme The natives has

but very mean opinion of them that does not know

the language and can't converse with them, but those

that can tell the nature of things their disposition

is greatly respected by them, which sorry I am to

say has not been the case with Mr Martineeeecocses 45
Then follows a description of the brutal treatment accorded. the
Indians by the master at Henley Eouse,

It appears that in the interim much had been learned, for
on the journeys upstream of the Churchill many remarks about the
native people occur,

Much of the fur trade correspondence is couched in terms

which display an inter-dependance between all levels of employe€es
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of the H.B.C., be they Indian, Metis or Zuropean.

In 1794 Thomas Stayner was proceeding in company with Mr
Auld and four men to meet with George Charles and Mr Linklater
at South Indian Lake:;

proceeded 130 miles when we upset in a rapid

with two men, and a bad fall in sight below, drove

considerable distance below the currant, none

could swim but held the boat, in spite of all but

for the timely assistance of Okemow Ecuan with his

small canoe we must have perished, poor fellow I

shall never forget how anxious he was for our safetye.
The tracking line caught on a stone and enabled

him to take us one at a time to shore. L6
This particular Indian name appears several times in H.B.C.

Gocunments, all in the same area and as late as 1808, Possibly it
REN

is the same man?

Indian people becanme intimately involved in the technical
changes of the Company. At the end of the eighteenth century
wooden boats were substituted for the canoes. It is possible
that the idea came about because of the desire to compete on more
equal terms with the Pedlers who came out of the north with Indian
manufactured canoces which were much above theisize used by native
people, being up to forty feet in length. Although the better
known York boat is reputed to have originated wi%h the influx of
Orkneymen into the trade, those bullt at Churchill were designated
"batteaux", or "wooden canoes", In 179L William Auld made the first
trial of a flat bottomed boat up the Seal River but was unsuccessful
because his pilot deserted,

In 1793 Thomas Stayner accompanied by George Charles went 500

miles up the Churchill River system in twenty sixz working days and
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returned in fourteen despite tottering ice on the banks; he speaks

L7 .

of "novice Indian rowers', This is especially interesting sin-

ce wve customerily think of the brawny Orkney rowvers,

If in the past, as in the cases of Henday's "bedfellow", and
the Indian wife of the great factor James Isham it was necessary
to observe discreet silence from those at home, now problems which
arose out of these assoclation could not be hidden, William Auld

of Churchill wrote to London:

There is this further thing to be considered
too, that many servants either who retire to
their country or die here, do not at &ll provide
for their children, partly from incapacity, partly
from there being no regular establishment and part-
1y probebly from indifferance. The conseguence is
that they must regularly and invariably be a weight
on the factories, at least during childhood, and
thus your property is at last dissipated in unknown
quantities. L8

-

A common example of one of the lesser officers of the com-
peny who married a "country wife" is that of Joseph Spence of

Herra in the Orkneys. @He began his service at Churchill in

pu—y
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when he was twenty five years of age, and appears to have left the

—t
-t

country in after 1813. That supreme mapmeker; Peter Fidler, at

ethannaycummow Falls at the north end of South Indien Lake,

(The Missi Falls of the present Hydro Diversion of the Churchill?)

at the portsge we found a number of
Jepowyans who had been down at Churchill to
trade~—~----also lr Spenses woman and Children
heres In the reach ¥ by E we found two boats
with five men each with Mr Joseph Spense, they
have (?) days on their journey upe. L9

In 1793 lMalcolm Ross at York Factory received permission to
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send his son home to England by the Hudson's Bay ship Prince of
. 0
walese. 2

Joseph Charles, son of the veteran traveller of the Churchill
River system, George Charles, was buried in the graveyard at York
Factorye. His true status "A native of Hudson's Bay" is shown on
the tombstone in the photograph No. V, page 80.

At the same time as Joseph Spence was active a James Spence
appears as "2nd Interpreter, Residence Hudson's Bay",

Clearly a class of person was emerging which consisted of
People with some claim to an Furopean background in culture, yet
who had a distinctive place of birth.

If the Indian and the Metis were gaining recognition as mem-
bersy; fully recognized, of the fur trade family, the integration
was not entirely a one way affair. MNany traders becanme guite
intimetely involved with the Indian cultural attitudes to life.
Malcolm Ross during service at Nelson House Post recorded:

He told me that his eldest son Ecapemau-

etan was no more that an Indian called Pinno

who had been an associate during the winter

in the time of one of their decampments had stopp-

ed behind with the deceased when at a nigh distance

he discharged his gun being load with a ball which

entered the back of his head and came out between

his eyes the reason gived for this wilfull murder

wase the deceased having some time before taken a

woman from the survivor. I am very sorry to add that

the Honable Company will loose by the above atrosity

the deceased being a young man who wase entirely

attached to their Honours Traders. 51

The affair was not yet over for the next day he recounts:

Arrived at the place where the Indians were,
found them 21l very despondent after having got

what Furs they had they began to drink when
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according to the predominant custom of their super-

stitious Religion they began to cut their skin and

flesh in various which I was so fare from being able

to prevent that I wase even with reluctance obliged

to perform some of the cruel ceremonies on them. 52

Obviously he was well involved for yet a day later he:

Left the Indians——ww——- according to their cus-

tom having thrown away all their necessary articles

wase obliged to leave my blankets also what other

articles I had along with me they had also lodged

Furs and every other article belonging to the

deceased with the body which I wase sorry to hear. 53

Other involvements were more complicated and concerned
both the local people and the H.B, servants in conflict with men
of the new N.W. Company which grew from an amalgamation of some of
the Pedlars from Montreal in 1784. By the time the H.B.C. men
were actively pressing up the Churchill the "Canadians'", as they
were often referred to, were well established on the river their
lowermost post being on South Indian Lake, Thus the natives of
this area were exposed, perhaps for the first time to men of cul-
tures other than the English and Scotche

In 1809 Joseph Spence, at a time when he was accompanied by
George Charles and Peter Fidler in the South Indian Leke area told
how an Indian women and a lad came to report that there were three
women at the tent, near starving, with their husbands dead. They
had eaten their beaver skins and leather goods. Other men visited,
but were not hunting because of the deaths of their relatives,
"throwing away their goods as is their custom, obliged to supply

[
then', oh These visitors kept their sleds hidden in the bush for

fear of the French who had debzuched the wife of one Indian. dJo-
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seem to have been involved in plundering the Indians's sled, get-
ting about twenty Made Beaver each for all the trouble,

Charles Holmes reported from South Indian Lake in 1810 that
an Indian reported that he had only traded with the Canadians be-
cause he was forced and that he would leave them "if Holmes would
give him debt", One Chastelaine of the N.W. Company who was engag-
ed in keeping the Indians away from the H.B.C. became involved in
an acrimonious discussion with Holmes over the gentlemanness of
their actions. - The result was, that before the Indian peqple,
Chastelaine threatened Holmes with his pistol and had his nose
bloodied for this action,.

History often holds the H.B.C. responsible for giving the
Crees guns with which they drove the Chipewyans north. It appears
that the dividing line between their territories was the Churchill.

As trade became more active inland there is some evidence that the

Northern Indiens crossed this line. FHowever it is apparent that the’

old enmity which Thanadelthur and Stewart sought to smooth ovér still

existed,

In 1796 Malcolm Ross, out from Churchill on his way to Falir-
ford House on the upper part of the Churchill River, came across
eight canoes of Chipewyans not far from the Burntwood Carrying
Place where the river of that name leaves the Nelson., It is in-
teresting to note that their canoces were reported to be "as large

as the Cenadians"., Had there been sufficient influence to put

these northern Indians, not as accustomed as the Crees to the
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canoe, into the canoe freighting business? These men were given
¢rink and presents to show that no partiality existed because soﬁe
of their people had been recently killed by South Indian Lake In-
dians who were close to the Hudson's Bay traders, Ross reports:
Those is the meanest I have yet seen amongst

all the tribes of Indians I have been with, They have

the forthright of the brute creatione. They think that

whenever they see goods it ought to be given whether

they have anything to be given or not. 55

The Indian Debts for 1794 at South Indian Lake contains a
list of names which all seem to be northern. o6 |

4 Joseph Spence at the same post in 1799 wrote that in an em-

ergency involving shprtages of supplies only "Nadanelguy, (a north-
ern Indian), would go with a packet; but the others were afraid of
Southward Indians" (Cree). 57

Whilst the period around the turn of the eighteenth century
has much to show around Churchill this area was in what might be
termed a pioneer fur trading situation. Tt never arrived at any
sophistication of the transportation of goods and people which
developed along the main arteries leading from York Factory to the
west and southe On this route the igfluence of the Turopean was
felt in a much more definite manner. It is proposed to examine
some of the situations which the Indian person in this area was
exposed to,.

If from examination of the Churchill River area we get the
impression that all was well within that part of the fur trade

family which involved the H.B.C. and its native partners, certain-

ly a different situation appeared on the main route to the west and




south, Here the Indian person had arrived at a greater stage of
reliance on the goods which now passed in such large quantities

to the interior. Also, the responsible officers now came upstreanm
in person. Such actions lessened the power of the inland traders
and those who served under them. These latter were now more often
in lasting liaisons with their Indian country wives and as a result
more offspring were moving to positions in the service of the Com-
pany. In previous times they had too often had to move into the
ways of their mbthers‘and be adopted back into the tribe when de-
serted by the father who had returned to England., The average.In-
dian who wbrked in the trade appeared to have lost much of his val-
ue as a transporter of goods if not as a hunter. He was frequent-
ly displaced‘by the white York Boat man who was not only skilled
with the oars, but could sall the boat on the lakes. The use of
the canoe began to diminish. Perhaps the greatest inrosds on his
culture were being made by alcohol, there previously the H.B.C.
had made quite honest attempts to prevent over-supply of liguor to
the native people they had gradually sltered this policy in face of
the competition with the N.W.Co.

As evidence of the above statements we find that such not-
ables as Joseph Colen who was Chief Factor at York for over fif-
teen years and the famous mapmakers and surveyors, David Thompson
and Peter Fidler, pessed that way often. There are numerous reports
0f the "batteaux" which replaced the canoec on the Hayese.

Settled family situations in which there was a mivture of

L

both parents' cultures affecting the children in their formative
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years came to be more common. For a number of years William Sin-
clair was a Chief Factor stationed at Oxford House, here he plant-
ed garden seeds, grew grain and even ran a small dairy herd with’
animals importéd from the Orkneys. His wife was Nahovway, a daugh-

ter of Moses Norton who had been the Chief at Churchill. According

to D. Geneva Lenty Sinclair:

had seen to it that the explicity written orders
issued each year from the Company's headquarters
at York Factory were strictly obeyed. The master
of any Company post was expected to teach his
children a rigid code of ethics. He was to give
them some elementary education in '"the three Rts"
In the precise words of the edict "children are
expected to conyerse in the language of the
father; be taught the catechism, and short bed-
time prayers, as well as the essential rules of
decency, cleanliness and moral propriety", 58

And of the mother she says:

James mother exerted, in her own way, a strong
inflvence on his lifesccsccescecosoShe dressed
James, for example, like the men and other boys
at the post, in the practical part-Indian part-
Buropean garments that were commONecesscoccese
For young James protection, Nahovway saw that he

was taught at an early age to handle a gun like
a mane. 59

This 1s very obviously a different situation from that of
the country wife who had been deserted or supported only meagrely
not too long before,

A similar and related situation existed at Rock Depot on the
Hayes, Here lived from 1808 Thomas Bunn and his wife Phoebe,
daughter of William Sinclair and Nahovwaye. They had a family of
five. Phoebe died at Red River in 1848 and her husband in 1853,

It would appear that they had retired to the settlement to end
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their long marriage in retirement there.

The mapmaker David Thompson had originally entered the ser-
vice of the He.B.C. in 1784 and then served wifh the N W.Co. from
1797-1812. He married Charlotte, Métis daughter of Patrick Small
and a northern Cree woman of Ile a la Crosse, in 1799. Their long
marriage, which produced sixteen children, ended when they were in
thelr eighties. It is interesting to note that Patrick left this
country permanently in 1791 and fhat there does not appear to be
any record of what happened to his wife. 60

The other napmaker, Peter Fidler, married Mary, a Cree Girl,.
"a la facon du Pays' in 1795, It was not until the Reve. James
West caﬁe to ﬁorway House in 1822 that they were able to be marr-
ied according to Peter's religious beliefs, 61 There were eleven
surviving children of this marriage, and some of the boys were
very active in the fur trade in the Léke Manitoba and Assiniboine
River area in the 1820's. Mary was at Red River in 1826 when she
died, three yecars after Peter departed at Fort Dauphine. There is
good evidence that she was well provided for by Peter before he
died,

If the impression has been created that there had occured a
very radical change in every man's approach to the problems which
arose from contracting a.country marriage, this should be corrected,
Whilst the man of moderate standing in the fur trade companies!
ranks might have advanced sufficiently that the idea of retiring
in this lend was attractive, even if it meant spending his remaining

days in what might not have been the higher levels of the social
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structure, this was not so for his superior. A number of the more
prominent leaders have very bad records in this respect. Sylvia
Van Kirk in her highly specialized resesrches on this subject tells
us:
a practice which was dubbed 'turning off!

arose, by which the retiring husband endeavoured

to assure that his spouse was under the protect-

ion of, or became the country wife of another

fur trader. Such had been the fate of the kind-

hearted washerwoman Betsey, who when Letitia

Hargrave encountered her at York Factory in 1840,

was not sure whether her last protector had been

her fourth 'husband' or her fifth, ( The quotation marks

are mine, ) 62

George Simpson, who may well be termed an aristocrat of the
fur trade, in rank at least if not in actions, was a conspicious
example of this type of arrangment, in which he appears to have
acted with callous brutality. He was appointed Deputy Governor
0f the combined N.,W.Cos and H.B.C. in 1821 and virtually controlled
the whole organization by 1826, In this position he had unrivalled
0pportunity to select as temporary mates those young women who most
attracted hime. Indeed he 'married! Betsey Sinclair, daughter of
the previously mentioned Chief Factor Sinclair, in 1821, and she
bore him a daughter in 1822, This child was one of those baptized
by the Reve, James West, H.B.C. chaplain on his visit to York Fact-
orye. Apparently Simpson was not present at the event, When he left
on tour just after, his true feelings became apparent when he wrote
to his close friend Chief Factor lMcTavish:

My TFemily concerns I leave entirely to

your kind management, if you can dispose of the

lady it will be satisfactory as she is an unnecess-
ary and expensive appendage, I see no sense in keep-
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ing a woman without enjoying her charms which my
present rambling life does not permit me to d0eces 63

Scon after he left Betsey was married to a clerk, Robert
liles, and they had five children. Simpson contracted at least
two other similar forms of liasions before he eventually was leg-
ally married to a woman much his junior in Britain in 1830,

His friend lNcTavish followed a similar pattern, and both off-
ended the officers of the fur trade whovhad formed marriages which
viere perménent from the time of their formation, and with country
ladiese, Turthermore, in the society of the deay, they attempted to
Leep their spouses apart from social contact with the other officers
where the wives weré\ﬁétis.

The whole of thig‘situation was complicated by the fact that

Tnd

e
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an society had by this time become culturally fragmented by the

replacement of Indians in many situetions of leadership in the fur
trade and their own developing devendance on the things of the

white culture., It was not possible for the unwanted ex-wife to
return to her own people as often happened in ecarlier days. How

she might be so obviously lMétis that she was no longer acceptable,
and her children who had grown up under the care of the white father

¥

acoguired so much of his culture that they might almost be re-
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rded as foreignerse Although the Company endeavoured to require
that any departing father make provision for his offspring it could
not compensate for the cultural turmoil into which these children
were launched in times which were rapidly changinge

Of these commodities which most affected the Indian wav of
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life liquor has rightly been adjudged the worst. Comments such as
"Indians drunk and fighting'" "Little Bear, drunk, cut off his wife's
nose" "After trading the women usually hide all the weapons so that
tﬁe men, drunk, shall do no harm" were very common when all Indians
visited coastal factories to trade. Later, when traders went in-
land comments became "Could not proceed today, Indians all drunk',
The note "Traded furs for brandy"'is so0 common in H,B.C. documents
as to make for monotony in reading in many Journals.

David Thbmpsdn was particularly sensitive about this matter.
Faithfully mgrried to a part Indian wife, the father of several
children, he was rather strict and abstemious. He also judged
the Indian way of life by comparative standards, judging them by
the behaviour of the many tribes he met, assessing them as human
beings and regretting the unpleasant occurances which occured to
them in the trade. He also experienced their kindness and said in
1788, when he fell sick and was unable to travel:

I became emaciated till the berries becane

ripe, when the kindhearted Indian women brought me

plenty of berries for my support; this was pure charity. 64

On the subject of 1i§uor he observed:

but the ships sometimes bring out several

hundred gallons of vile spirits called English

Brandye 65

Also he saw how most of the Company's servants had little
regard for Indian beliefs when these did not suit the needs of
the fur trade. Crossing the divide which separates the two por-
tions of the Echimanish River, east of the present Norway House,

he recorded
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On a short carrying place by which we cross-

ed this ridge, the Indians, time out of mind had

placed a Manito Stone in shape like a cobblerts

lap stone ( a stone like a doughnut or dish ) but

of three times its size, painted with red ochre,

to which they make some trifling offerings; but

the Stone and offerings were kicked about by our

tolerant people, 66

It was of course during the early part of the nineteenth
century that the Selkirk Settlers came to York Factory to begin
their travels south to Red River. They were the spearpoint of a.
steady entry of white agrarian settlers who appeared at a time
when activities south of the present border with the U.S. were
beginning to change the focus of trade activities and their atten-
dant transportation routes,

Unable to stay at York Factory for the winter of 1811-12
because of shortage of accomodation, they were sent to a spot
upstream on the Nelson just opposite the site of Gillam's fort,
on the north bank of the river, photo VI, page 91, A traditional
caribou crossing place where the Crees had always hunted, this area
was now the abode of Orkneymen and Irishmen. When the two groups
disagreed around the New Year of 1812, one varty moved half a mile
dovnstream, opposite to Seal fsland, and built a new cabin there,
In the spring they built their boats on North Seal Creek about two
miles upstream, The writer has discovered the earth walls of the
main house in a depression behind the banks of the river, the foun=-
dation of the cabin and remains of its chimney; and on North Seal

Creek part of the wall of a sod hut, It is well recorded that the

settlers found no caribou and had to be supplied from York. The
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thought comes to mind.ee.seoHow did the local people feel ﬁhen

they saw a very different white person, not a fur trader and ob-
viously lacking any of the skills neéessary for northern survival,
occupying another of their cultural areas? If the remains of their
buildings are discernable today, after such a long period of time,
how\great must have been thejimpact of their construction on the
local people?

The intrusions of another world followed one affer the other
as the Hayes and Nelson Rivers ceased to be highways of the fur
trade alone, Further Selkirk Settlers followed, including women,
Franklin used York as his starting place for his ill-fated arctic
explorations. Now the mainly utilitarian trade goods were not the
only cargoes carried in the York boats, silverware, china, glass-
ware and even articles of furniture were carried south to Red River.
Another type of society was beginning to displaée the fur trade one,
Perhaps one of the most drastic changes happened when the two great
Companies became one and many of the country born officers were pen-’
sioned off to live in the south., With them of course went their
families, and for the younger generation who remained in the north
a contact with education was lost, for it was the helf- breed sons
of the country traders who were most often educated since they po-
ssessed skills valuable to the future of the trade systems The
ruthlessness with which they were displaced is scen in Governor
Simpson's Character Book:

Robert Miles About LO years of age.

The best clerk in the Country as regards
Penmanship and Knowledge of Accounts, but
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his Education does not qualify him for any-
thing beyond the Mechanical operations of a
counting house€sscee

Brisbois Chse A Cenadian about 38 years
of age, has been 15 years in the Service, Is
a tolerable Trader but not active; deficient
in FEducation and does not speak 1T‘ng'llsh.,.,...

Davies William. A half breed from the
Southern Department. About 24 years of age,
has been 7 years in the service; nelther a
good Clerk nor Traderescescsos

McKay Wm A half breed. About 42 years of age
21 years in the Seerceo-ooeooooo-ooooooocoooo‘ylne
out of ten of those half Dbreeds are little better
than Interpreters, deficient in EducatioNeecess

Thomas Charles A half breed from the South-
ern Shores of the Baye About 4O years of agCeeese
esesentirely an 'Eye Servant! and can do nothing
well if left to himselfeecoee 67

Some of 'the feelings of this all-powerful man are summed up
in his letter to his friend McTevish, in which he commented about
Chief Factor Colin Robertson:

Robertson brought his bit of Rrowvn with him

to the Settlement this Spring in hopes that she

would pick up a few English manners before visit-

ing the civilized world; but it would not dOeees

I told him distinctly that the thing was imposs-

ible which mortified him exceedln”Wy 68

}
This very prejudiced comment referred to Robertson's bring-

‘etis wife Theresa Chalifoux into the upper social levels
of the Red River Settlement. Although little seems to have been
recorded on this aspect of Simpson's activities he nmust have cut

2 nmerciless swath through the rank
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g8y both by the way in which he
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arated those whom he deemed efficient znd in the nan-

ner in which social barriers which he and his associates set up
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ostracized on racial grounds,.

Letitia Hargrave, who was at York zbout ten years after sonme
or the later entries in Simpson's book were made, appears to deal
rather more impartizlly with people, both Indian and others. She

Ealy

Llcers

-1y

sees clearly into situations where the wives of ranking o

give themselves airs, yet appreciates the humblest suggestion of

kindness from any lowly Indian servant. From her we get some good
J g

appreciation of how social divisions cperated:

The state of society seems shockinge. Somne
people educate and make gentlemen of part of
their family and leave the other savage. I
had heard of Mr. Bird at Red River and his
dandified sons. One day while the boats were
here a common half breed came in to cet orders
T

for the provisions for his boatmene. Nre. He. called

him ¥re. Bird to my emazement. This was one who
had not been educated and while his father and
brothers are Mobility at the Colony, he is a
voyageur ané sat a table with the house servants
heree. Dr NcLoughlin, one of our grandecs at a
great expense gave 2 of his sons a

1

0
education in Bngland and keeps the
I:‘.’ldian ° 69

In a similer manner she tells us sbout the religious confus-
ion which becomes more apparent about this time when the opening

of communications brings in the conflicting calls of different

Y

faiths, She contrasts how Roman Catholic priests lived a 1life of

5

privitation while the married men of other callings made great de-
mands on the Company for the comforts to which they feel they were
titleda
Cther remariks also tell us that spperently only two Indians

between York and Iorway House could spcak t
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House, states that Peter Jacobs taught his students to recite
prayers in English, with perfect intonation and pause, but all of
. . 0 -
them understood not one word of the language,. 7
She is scancdalized at the happenings at the Red River Academy
under Reve, Macullums:
They say that Mr. MacCallums school is going
to wrecke. Children who have had duck, geese and
venison 3 times a day are supposed to suffer from
breakfasts of milk and water with dry bread, severe
floggings, confinements after any fault and the
total want of the following meal, The boys and girls
are constantly fainting but MacCallum wont change
his SyStem.oceoooocpooosoooc-ooThen if the mothers
are not legally married they are not allowed to see
the children, This may be all very right, but it is
fearfully cruel for the poor unfortunate mothers
did not know that there was any distinction and it
is only within the last few years that any one vas
50 married. 71
This gives startling evidence of & social chanrce occuring
with incredible rapidity. Barely forty years before the Company
was striving, for what were purely economic rezsons, to persuade
men who undertook country marriages to sign documents stating that
they would enter into what were considered valid marriages in the
Zuropean style, as soon as they were able, Now those who had not
adapted to the changed demands of social standards were considered

outside the normal limits of society.

It would of course be totally unfair to lay all the blame

-

Or change upon one man alone. The forces which drove many Britons
to come to Canada in the middle years of the nineteenth century

7
W

O]

re largely those of the Industrial RevOlution and its oppression

of the common man. However, since the H.B.C. still controlled the
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major part of Rupert's Land until Confederation, the man who set’
most of its policies for over thirty years must bear some respon-
sibility. George Simpson, possessed of incredible energy, travel-
led the length and breadth of his fur trade empire in the only way
possible, the way in which his traders had always moved, that ter-
ribly hard way through rapids and over portages. He knew its rou-
tes and the people who used them. ’He understood the conventions
of the country parté well, as witness his not too discreét use of
them when he wished to 'dispose of his country wives. His Charac;
ter Book disvlays at least some inclination to regard the Metis
trader as an infer%or in terms of education and the ways of the
~more developed society which was moving in. If he so looked down
on the Metis person in the trade, and sought to replace him and his
less educated white céunterpart with more efficient traders, this
policy nust also have passed down the chain of command to the man
at the bottom, the ordinary Indian,

In the interests of good business an old partnership was end-
ing. The men of the country were being allowed to drop into a sec-
ond cléss positione.

Charles Tuttle, who accompanied the Hudson's Bay Expedition
of 1884 gave indication of the Métis and Indian status at the H.B.
posts at that time when he described a situation at Churchill:

The half breed population of Churchill, less
than forty souls, dwell, with a few exceptions, in

a long, low building, owned by the Company, in which
they are sort of tenants at will In the best sense

— - @
of the term they are nothing more or less than slaves.
They are called servants. The name, perhaps, suits

their condition and circumstances best. There is gen-
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erally a sort of engagement or agreement between the

men and the Company. They are engaged for periods of

from three to five years, at stipends ranging from

one pound to two pounds ten shillings a month, and

are always pald in merchandise at Hudson's Bay Comp-

any prices----prices that are never complained of

because there is not the slightest advantage in

complaining, but which are large enough to make up

for the infrequency of purchases. They live and die

in the service of the Company, enjoy but few privileges,

few comforts, and have no opportunities of learning

anything about the world in which they live., 72

He mentioned the Chipewyans:

eeebut in the summer months they generally

lounge about the Hudson's Bay posts, or in their

own miserable villages, idle, hungry, lazy and

very dirtye. 73

If he was critical of their status he had some approvel for
their religlous activities, since he found meny versons able to
read the Testaments written in their own language in syllabics,

Although the Company had from the earliest times made attempts
to have traders educate Indian vpeople in what was considered a
Christian way, it had often frowned on any activity which concern-
ed secular education of a higher kind, probably because any Indian
who became educated in the days before the amalgamation could have
been an embarrassment to it., Now that the situation was opening
up to permit of the entry of many persons who were not Company ser-
vants it had less controle. TInto the vacuum thus left by the Comp-
any's abrogation of responsibility for the less educated Indians
and Metis moved the various churches. The Anglican Church had
missions at many of the larger posts after 1820 and the Methodists

after 1840. There was now an influence between the Indians and the

cornmercial groups which had played such a large part in their lives.
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Practical problems arose as well as social onese In 1885 a
band of York Factory Crees left and established themselves at Split
Lake which had long been recognized as a hunting place of first
importance,

Thé writer's researches into the H.B.C.'s documents suggest
that after the 1830's a different note crept into reports of even
the smaller posts., The crisp businesslike comments do not admit
of’the inclusion of .the many small observations of daily life which
had previously given such colourful views of people and their strug~
gles,

One document to which the writer had had access is that of

the

g

inglican church at Split Leke. This is the preachers!' records
from 1899-1930, It indicates a great degree of suffering and con-
fusion in entries for April-Mey 1900:

I was not able to preach on Zaster Sunday as
Mr Swain who interprets for me was ill. They are
all very sick at present. Joseph was hardly able
to preach and was not able to singe

On Tuesday the Chief's son dieds He had been
suffering from consumption since Xmas.

Some of those who came for Easter had to be
teken aweay on sled's,

Wme Kitchekesik's boy was buried last weeke

I have been notified by the Chief that owing
to the suffering and want that exist here he int-
ends moving his band to Cross Portage--about three
days from here. 74

211 of these comments are written on a single page!

Generally swveaking the first half

[e]
-

this century saw & grad-
val retreat from the area on the coast of the Bay where the lives
of the Cree people had been so interwoven with the fur trade. How~

ever, yet other events must be considered which had great effect




vpon their culture. These effects came from that advence of tech-
nology into the Worth, the railroad,.

Not long after Confederation western interests began to lobby
at Ottawa for a grain port on Hudson's Baye ‘hen the line reached

The Pas there was intense pressure on the government to extend

Jte

t
to the Baye. Much controversy raged over the choice of portsy Chur-

chill or Helson. Fina 11y the deci

0]

ion was to go to MNelson. It

—t

would seem certain that those who =zdvised the minister in Cttawa were

e

guilty either of deliberate bias or had not surveyed with any accur-

acye Certainly, vrobably in keeping with the attitudes of the times,
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ms to have taken the trouble to read his story, nor to con-
sult with Indian people. The latter had degenerated to no better

than hewers of wood and dravers of water, Any Indian could have

told them that in years of low water the Telson at low tide is =&
voulder strewn plein with a nmere gully of water running down the

middles Heering the »roposal to float
stream down to the pronosed site of the nort, opposite to the o0ld
position of Abrahzm's HeB.C. post of 1686, he could have pointed

out that at the upper end of Gillam TIsland even a canoe would have

\,)

had to be handled carefully, so shallow is the water,

Zowever the cdecision was to proceed at the TFort Nelson sitee
Ynile a party landed from the sea in the summer of 1912 and set about
clearing laund and building log houses other crews were at work on

the tracke Those on the north shore of Telson River cleared an
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first radio station in North America. Diesel generators sgpplied
light for the townsite, Within the townsite were approximately
thirty miles of narrow gauge construction track. The dredge "Port
Nelson"™ was towed from Halifax and finally assembled on the beach.
Aé the steel came up from The Pas more eguipment came by this
route and was taken down a tote road on what was to be the main
track route parallel to the river., All of this of course came
through the ancestral home of the Crees, close to the routes up
which ﬁhey had guided Henday, Hearne, Turnor and Fidler. As many
as sixty.men of one survey party mbved through Split Lake,

After some two, years ofvwork, trouble developed, The river-
side wharves silted up and it became obvious that no ships could
ever approach them. In a desperate effort an island near to the
main channel was timbered round and f£ill put inside_the enclosure,
A three quarter mile bridge was constructed to connect the island
to the shore. For its time the whole work was a triumph of tech-
nologye

Ip 1917 the shortage of steel and men, occasioned by World
Wer I, brought the project to what was then considered a temp-
orary halt. ZEventually the work was restarted in 1927, but the
railroad was turned north to the present port of Churchill,

The attached sketch-plens of the site, G and H, pages 101 and
1024 from recent observations, and photo lNo. VII, page 103, of,
Manitoba'ls great ghost town show the extent of the worke

An important point of interest is that since the project was

closed hurriedly in time of war, there are few clear records of
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what occured and little research has been done., However some of
the older Cree People who lived in the area remember clearly many
details of those days and some of this will be discussed in the
next chaptere.

The writer has had some access to a few pavers still remain-
ing at the site and they reﬁeal a 1ittle of what the native people

erger socle
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The RelleWelMePo post was established at York Factory in 1911
and transferred to Lvlson in 1912. At the peak of its operations
it had a strength of one Superintendent, two Sergeants, one Cor-
poral and Seven Constables. After construction closed it continu-
ndians who remained to

trep there, finally ceasing activities with a strength of TwWo con-

Native people were very active in assisting the Force as
guldes in many operationse. Sometimes the impact of technology

was very traumetic for them:

Cn Fovember 13, 1913, Counstable C.Fe ROgers
Refe loe 5526, accompanied by Indian "Bluecoat" and
an employed natlve "Jillybuck" left Churchill with
two treins of dogs on patrol to Port Nelsone. On
arrivel at Helson, "Bluecoat" became afraid of the
lerge number of white men, left Yelson without warn-
ing and returned to Churchill by himself. 75

The next year "Willybuck" is reported as guiding Supt. Demers
1111 to Helson,

Another incident recorded was tragic in nature. Constable

D, Macdonell and Speciel Constable ed Massan were drowned on or

about April 19, 1921 ncar Fourteen River while returning to York
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Factory from patrol to Severn River. The bodies were recovered
more than a week laters Sgte. Malloy,i/c the post, had to travel
eighty miles over the unfinished roadbed to Amery on the C.N. line
to hand over the constable's body to a relative at The Pas. He
then returned, according to correspondance found at the old police
post, walking'for four and one half days along the old track, ass-
isted of coﬁrse by an Indian guide, An interesting comment is found
in a letter from the Venerable Archdeacon Richard Faries at York
Factory, to ng. Melloy:

. Mr Harding is worrying about the delayed

return of your men, Indians are supposed to have

seen two men and a dog team on the ice twenty miles

from here last Sunday. I would not listen to these

rumorse. As natives (sic!) are inclined to start such

stories when they know people are getting anxious

about some person or persons. 76

The clergyman himself was a Metis educated in England,.

Ythen the project closed down Indian people stayed there as
trappers and of course met with some bad times. The police acted
on behalf of the Indian Agents and were responsible for day to day
assistance with minor health problems and issue of emergency rations
to those short of foode. One list for June 1930 shows the issue of
twenty pounds of flour, two pounds of tallow and one pound of tea
to the heads of nineteen familiese.

Once again it would appear that a sizeable portion of the
local population had been left in a vacuum afier the collapse of
a white-generated project,.

Lfter the close of Nelson a number of the people who had lived

N
L

here moved closer to the railroad track between Gillam and Churchill
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with the hope of employment and help from the dominant society,
Ilany were able to continue a part-trapping livelihood, supple-
mented by labouring work as it became availeble., Yhen orld Ver
IT began there was extra demand for manpower on the track and a
number of men became regularly employed there. DBecause of their
willingness to live in relatively substanderd housing in remote

spots a number have risen to be foremen of track maintenance gangs

Wi e

hen York Factory, the Hichewaskahikun or Great House of the
Crees, closed in 1954, local people went to Churchill, Shamattawa,

Gillam and to a new settlement at York Landing in the Split Lake

area. Thus was fregmented a band of people whose essociation with

the HeB.C. had lasted for close to three hundred years

Cl‘

these

Yy

The final ap 0

ociety began vhen the sleepy Bayline village of Gillam grew from
a population of about three hundred to almost Tour thousand in the

space of a few months when lManitobe Hydro began work on the first

of its major hydro dams in 1969,

<4

chax

A )

ter many situvations will be ex-

G

emined where the demends of electrical technology have run counter
to the cultural progress of the northern people, comments on the
practical activities of Hydro will be kept until then. The only

point to be made now is that this weriod of contact i1s 2n ongoing
- <O o

one and its effects may not be fully appreciated and proper eval-

In summation it ney be ssid that the
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Introduction of metal, industrial produced goods, and the gun,
The use of the gun for commercial killing of animals, The use
of the gun in warfare over trade competition.

Introduction of commercially produced goods and the creation
of a reliance on thesé.

A partnership between Indian and'White with eithef one playing
a leading part at different times, but with the Indian too
often not getting thé full credit for his efforts and expertise,
Social effects which changed the status of the Indian woman
cpnsiderably, often creating a great deal of confusion. TFronm
the relationships between White traders and Indian women the
creation of the lMetis race. Changes in language and descrip-
tions of various sites. Changes in personal nawmes by the su-
perimposition of European names, purely for convenience, Cre-
ation of a dependance on liguor ana the bad effects resulting
from its consumption,

Ecological effects of great cutiing of wood and changing of
game migration patterns by over—killing;

Disfegard for the basic religious beliefs of the>local people
and tHe imposition of the Christian religion upon them,
Ultimate dispersion from their traditional home for the native
people-~~leaving "Kichewaskahikun",

Experieﬁce of the impact of two new technologies, steam and
electricity, the latter still in progress.,

The next chapter will consider how much remains of the old

traditions and what memories there are of events of the last three

hundred years,




Chapter V

Culture - Suppression and Recollection

This chapter will attempt to draw tcgether some of the hap-
penings of the past with the memories which still linger. One
significant point which shoﬁld Be stressed at this juncture is that
most of the information which will be used in this section came from
persons who were at least middle-aged. The younger generation have
little knowledge of the past of their culture. The writer has had
the experience of using a younger person as an interpreter who had

little understanding o

=

the matter under discussion and ultimately

finding that he could better communicate by using the older person's
very limited knowledge of ZEnglish, along with his own minute contact
with the Cree language, consisting largely of place-names, accompan-

Eal

ied by a few meps and sketches., This gulf between generations is an

o

o One of the best recollections of how the Cree were attracted
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to the vhite commercizlism comes from South Indisn Lake, This

story also iniroduces a woman who might well bey, if there had been

lake all the Crees were, with the ex:ception of one woman, SO a-

ct

hat they ren away into the bushe, Uhen they finally sumnon-

ed up the courage to come back they were astonished. The brave wo-
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man who had stayed to face these strange men now owned one of the

N

ers' wonderful weapons, & gune. She had been shovn how to use

,C}.,

tr
it while her male companions cowered in the bﬁsh. In addition,
all the furs as well as the bows and arrows which her fellows had
dropped in their haste had gone; and in their plece were presents
The writer ot the tine of this interview discusséd with
Cree teacher the possibility of wesving this story in with infor-
mation culled from H.,EB.C, sources to mske & gmall book for the
local schoole. The teacher's suggestion for a name for the heroine

setihet, The one with the IZrave Heart, a very well chosen

heard that in days gone by the TFrench and T.RB.C. traders weited fo
the hunters to come from the trapline to comnete for the buying of
. 2

furse

The usce of guns for the purpose of
lections of the sea fizghts between the

AR o R

French off the shores of the Dayv, OCne of the few pieces of infor-
3 ¥

mother told him stories about the many bodies of white men who had

been washed upon the shores of FYudson's Bay after sea fi
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was done to scare him so that he would not want to run about out-
side the house after dark.

Acéuaintanceship with 0ld cannon is a more common fact for
Cree people of the area than for most whites, since they have
often travelled in to the inaccessible place where others have not
gone, certainly in more modern times.

Oncey; in the Goose Camp at Ten Shilling Creek, where a modern
facility for those who consider goose killing a sport has replaced
the one where H.B,C, men shot to get meat for the long winter, I
vas told by a Mr, Beardy from York Landing that if tranéportation
vere provided he'cquld certainly show me & cannon on & island
south of Tatnam Point, about thirty miles away. Cree people also
mmow well the location of cannon stuck in the swemp of Marsh Pointe
Perheps some of those dragged across by d'Iberville and his men
as they went to take York Fort in 169792
be TInformation on the reliance placed on commercial zoods is not
very strong, perhaps not surprisingly since they have been a part
of Cree life for so longe.

However there is some memory of the use of trade goods as
presents for rewards. Indeed the use of the word 'presents" might
perhaps hark back to the original ideas of the culture that these

were gifits of gratitude for skins thet were similar presents,; be-

[
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naterial values took a firm hold.

Cne story told of how the first H.Z.C. men came zcross the
o

ocean with ten York Boats, loaded on their ship. They came up

g

the Churchill, Kichee Seepe, and arrived at Missi Falls about




twenty miles from South Indian Leke. The informant!s fazther re-
nembered the old fences still standing around the site of the post
a2t the north end of the lake.

In the springtime thirty Chipewyans came to trade. The man-
ager did not want to give what they wanted. The Chipewyans be-
came angry and welked away from the store dovn to the bank of the
laize, The manager saw them loading muzzle loaders. Fe was scared
end began to get ready to fight. "hile this was going on he saw
one old Chipewyan stending to one side., As the manager looked

through the windows he saw the 0ld man trying to persuade his

fellowse. These Chipewyans left and the wmanager told the old one

The 0ld men did &s he had been told., TFrom a long way off he
sev comething covered up in the bushe "hen he got there he 1ift-
ed the cover and found tobacco, tea, suns and powders The 0ld man
vas now rich and did not want to leave end rejoin his veopnle. He




Further to this another story tells that when the H.B.C.
wes on his way back to Churchill he met a2 group of Indians
were very poor, having hardly any clothes to cover themselves,
who had many furs to trade. He exchenged trade goods for these
both he and the Inaigns were happy with the exchange.

It has not been possible to obtain much direct evicdence of

pertnership in trade although some is inherent in the stories

heard, OCne direct piece of evidence comes from Mr, Charles Dysart

LS

outh Indlan Leke. He heard from his wife's father how in the
¥y 1000's, when trads to the west was expending, &n Tdmonton

Factor and several Orkneymen were drowned at Vissi Falls becauce

ignored the advice of local men on how to desl with the ravnids. .

Chavman of York Landing It wae he, incidentally, who si

the unfortunate Constable llacdonnel sznd Sveciesl Constable iTed lassan

lems which occur

actory to Shanmattawa, in charge of two boats, and had been

550 per trip with a %25 bonus for good work, © One of the pro-
j & ¢
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e he found that the younger men esctuslly was having trouble
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ping contact with the ideas ezvressed by flex.




Photos, dated 1895, and older people identified one man as being
Ole Graye. One piece of evidencé, as they saw it, was that his
trousers were held up with a piece of rope and this was accepted

as proof that he was Ole because he was known to have been a York
boat mane.

de In the area of social change, language alteration, change of
nemes of sites and routes, and personal names, there appears a

Tair amount of recollection. Discussion with lMre Tom Thomas of
South Indian Lake produced the information that when Indian names
were being registered at treaty time one of his ancestors who had
an Indilan name with‘Thomas before it was so rushed by the person
registering the names that he could only manage to get out the first
hame, this then was officially registered, He also stated that one

family whose name in Cree meant mouse got this so mangled in in-

)

terpretation that it was officially recorded as loose., Yhen one

ct

considers how the fur traders often gave such names as "The Kad
Ceptein" "Leaf the Carpenter" "The Soberman", to Indians whom they
frequently saw, that they might, by their own standards, better
identify them, it is easy to see how this might have occured at =
later date,

This same gentleman offered the information that the Cree

name of the Churchill was Manteo Sivni or

2v]
e

ver of the strangers,

but confessed that he did not know the origin, Vhen told that the

name came about as the result of local psople seeing the dead bodies

of the first white men, the Danes vho visited under Jens Munk, he

became keenly interested and offered much more information,




Rat River dreins from the Churchill into Motigi ( 014

) Laeke, IHere he is well aware of & site where lived an old

was much respected by passing travellers. Long after her

tobacco was thrown upon the waters to propitiste her spirit

place where

Adele Thomas stated that her father followed the custion

melking offeringse.
Lccording to Mr. Frank Spence people long ago were so afraid
nowers that they vere not willing to point a finger at the

i

she lived. He corroborated the idee of the ability

ralse the wind and the tobacco being offered, She was knowvn
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rmation concerning rock writing is interestinge. Accord-

ics on the moss covering the rocks of the river banks. A

.

s and the propgression to thelr own

re, Tom Thonmas
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the expression of idezs by the man vho had heen chosen

ader of the groun travelling because he had exnerience
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a very strong dream before the start of the trip.

There is a clear indication that at least the 0ld routes up
the Nelson River are well known by their old Cree Names and as-
sociations. The ﬁriter is indebted to his now-deceased friend
Mr., Reggie ?onask, once of York Factory and York Landing for nuch
of the following informatione.

Sepastic is the name for the channel of the river which runs
in front of.the entrancé to Ten Shilling Creek, upstream from
York TFactorye. The Pennycuttaway of Robson's map is still known
correctly as Ponakafoway or Beaver Feeling Sticks. 18 mile Island
on the EHayes is more correctly called Vanatakow Niﬁistik or Sand -
and Gravel Bend Island.

The ¥itchiscunashish which appears on Hearne'!s map of 1776 1is
the site of the present day Teir Rivery but should of course be
more accurately translated as The Little Fishing Veir. Further
up the Nelson should be Mafita Powestick, later called, according
to Turnor, Hellgate Cenyon. Few people now know it by any other
name than Lower Limestone Rapids. Above this, at the sife 6f
Upper Limestone Dam, is the place where Henday must have portaged
across the river of that name. This is known to the Cree as Petata
a Seepe, a translation of which should be omitted, since it refers
rgther cfudely to the rather unsaenitary personal habits of some of
the travellers who passed that historic rpute. In the bank of the
river, gs it curves round a little island on the north side, is a
£

deeply cut footpath leading to the water, Reading of Hearne's

iournal of his passage to establish Cumberland House very clearly
J } g
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indicates that it was up this path that he travelled. The path
has been so worn by the feet of countless travellers and scoured
out by the spring snows melting that it is cut several feet down
into the banke Unhappily the island below is of rock suitable fo£
fill for a dam and by now the blades and tracks of the bulldozers
may well have obliterated a track that could have been in use for
thousands of years. How does the old canoeman who once used this
path feel? There are still some of then living in Gillam,
Upstream one passes Niscamin Powestik or, as Hearne trans-
lated, Indian Gooseberry Falls, now known as Long Spruce Rapids,
the site of the latest power dam to be completed. A few miles
above the C.N. bridge spans the Helson., Below it flow Kettle
Rapids, better known to the oldtime Cree as Vesaukijak Askiki,
Here 1t is that hard rocks which became lodged in low spots in the
limestone bedrock twisted in the current until they hollowed out a
basin, and themselves often became round like cannonballs. Here,

it wes reported, in York Boat days, the

[}

ndians would heat rocks
and drop them into a waterfilled hole until the water boiled. 6
ow, above Kettle Dam is Stevenson's Lake, a man-made one
almost two miles across end stretching upstream over ten miles as
far as Gull Rapids. 3Below Gull Rapids that shape which appears
named loose Equatt or Moose's FNose on Fearne's map has gone under

the water, as has the portage which Fidler marked on the north side

O

T Gull Rapids.
Above this it is but a few miles to Hearne's Tatassouioush
@ 3

now on the map.as Split Leke but still called in that community
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by its original neme.

It is possible to examine many other name changes in the
further stretch of the NWelson as far as its entry into Lake Win-
nipege Indeéd this matter alone could well be the bééis of a
singular'study. How many people, including many younger Indians,
are aware of the extent of the‘change?'

Scattered‘along the length of the rivers are those partic-
ular marks of the boatmen who wished to celebrate some important
eventesesthe Lobstick trees, This tree usually stood slone where
it might be easily seen, The main trunk was stripped of its bran-
ches except for a portion at the tope The legal wife Frances, of
Governor Simpson, had one made for her when she accompanied her

husbhand to York Factory. Lobstick trees should be found on the
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son near to the site of Abrahem's post, on
top of Flamborough on the north side, further up at Mitchiscun—
ashish and about five miles south of York Landing, According to
information they were still in existance recently, 4

One perticular placename over which the writer had a consid-.
érable discussion with a Cree person is about the site on the Min-
2go Rlver a few miles upstream above the Jenpeg road, This vlace
is marked on the Provincial canoe route map as Apisti moosis nee-
poyin or Where the Deer Stands, This refers to the rock painting,.
Cree opinion appears to be that it should be Atik ka ne pa wit or

o
The Place of the Caribou, © This comment is not offered as au~
Lt
[PRE3

horatative but rather as argumnentative, to show that there aci-
S 9

ually exists, if one is prepared to search and listen, an active
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interest in the o0ld culiure.
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t has prove icult to garner mucﬁ information
about the changes wrought on the ecolozye Thése appear to be
accepted as one of the facts of life which accompany change.

Yithin the writer's experience there has been only one comment

7 of note. This concerns life on the lower elson, at a time
when the port was under construction., The spesker told of the ati-

itude towards the polar bear, once shot indiscriminantly by the

whiteman but now the object of rather expensive protection. The
statenment t

was to the effect that the polar bear was little threat
b
one who nad been born on the side of a small lake south of York

how when he was a child his father used to cut dowm meny small
willows in the place where rabbits ebounded, to zttract them to

stay there, so that they could be harvested as requireds 7 One

w

could contrast this example of economy with the reclhless weste on

our great modern projec

G+

fe Mlthough the Christian religion would appear to have had sonme

to have survived. In fact the writer found tha




response to discreet, private inquiries about this matter, Many
northern people appear to have reconciled the two beliefs,

At both York Landing and South Indian Lakes, where a Chris-
tian faith has been practised for at least one hundred years many
graves carry poles at the corners with strips of cloth on them to
éqare off the evil spirits or the Witigo, photo No. VIII, page 120,
Of the marks of the old religion, the stones at which the traveller
made his offering there is at least some recollection. At the
south end of South Indian Lake there was once a stone at which
offerings were made, Now unfortunately, the flooding of the lake
has submerged it, Eetér Ficdler, who mapped the length of the
Churchill in 1802-3, said of it:

The Opachuanau signifies s strong rapid in

a nerrow between two lakes and the rapid there

i1s best on the right side, The Ratt's Stone is

a large rock that an Indian of that name used

every time he passed it, lay upon it some trifle

as an offering to his god. 10

According to Mr. Frank Spence the women of the settlement
used to sit on top of the rock to await the return of their men-
folk from journeys,

lirse Adele Thomas stated that at one time there were & thim-
ble and a pair of scissors left on the top as some kind of offer-
inge One Solomon Beardy stated that when he was a young man his
wife's grandmother found an old crumbled thimble on top of this
stone. He was of the opinion that at one time there had been

paintinzs on the base of the rock,

Evidence of the manner in which Christian persons failed to
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come close to the people came in a statement that = priest had

been there for a long time and, when he left, was probably still
unaware of the fact that his congregation had nicknamed him 'crook-
ed shéulder plate'.

Peter Fidler also mentioned that there was a 'Tobacco Stone!
at the portage at Gull Rapids,

Two sites at Footprint Lake in Nelson House Reserve are ob-
jects of considerable value;in the Cree Culture, One is the chair
stone in which Wesaukijak is supposed to have sat, the other the
well known footprints. The writer has had the opportunity to in-
spect both of these:and‘to talk to people about them,

Whilst there can be 1ittle doubt that the shapés in the rocks
Came about by accidents of nature they do bear a remarkable resem-
blance to shapes of the human form, If the writer could project
himself back several hundred years, as a man living in this harsh
northern climate he would, with that sharpness of the eye possess-
ed by those living.close to nature, have viewed these rather un-
usual shapes with awe and respect. Had he no logical explanation,b
would he not have been prepared to accept them as the work of his
god? Did not that most famous of all playwrights attribute the
strange evenls which occured at Macbeth's castle dﬁring an eclipse
of the sun to spirits from another world?

At the time of the writer's visit %he waters had already
rigen because of the flooding of the South Tndian Lake-Rat-RBurnt—
vood-Nelson River systems and the chair stone was underwater, but

unquestionably the shape is 211 that it is supposed to be.
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The footprints are even more interesting, at the time of the
visit they were still on site and unspoilt, Subsequently, and
really too late, efforts were made to remove the portion of rock
on which they were situated. éecause of the problems of working
under water, blasting was employed and the whole mass which was
to be removed was ultimately recovered in pieces.

Information was given that there had been at one time lines
below the Ffootprints and that these had been paintings which pic-
tured Wesaukijak's doingse T

- A most interesting fable was told about this relic of Cree
mythologye. '

Wesaukijak's footprints, ( Ote kis ke win ) are on the rock
on the side of the Zurntwood, He saﬁ on a rock on the other side
of the river one daye. Vhere he sat can be seen the imprint of his
body. This is the Chairstone. ( Assinee ke tz pu win ). HNe saw

two beautiful girls on the other side and wanted to reach them but

could not. So he called on the help of a mink., The mink took Wes-

12

P

ukijek's penis and cerried it across to the girls.
One of the interesting situations about the Cree attachment
to religion is the information that when the Rev. R. Faries went
from York Factory up the Hayes he had to cross lMarsh Point at the
eight mile portage just opposite Gillam Island, in order to proceed
up the Nelson, to such places as York Landing. then he was accon-
panied by his wife the Cree boatmen used to cerry the lady in a

boat on this rather wet passage. Thus, through the medium of

religion, was the nineteenth century position of the lapsed part-




nership reinforced., 13
ge It is possible to fine a fair amount of evidence of past re-
collections of Kichewashikun (York Factory) and its area from
middle to older aged Cree persons. Very many of them have ances-
tors buried in the graveyard tQ the east of the present York Fac-
tory building. The church itself is now situated to the west of
the factory building, having been removed in the 1930's because
of the erosion of the river bankse," Unfortunately, it has been
the subject of much vandalism. At the graveyard itself, a set
of wood-reinforced steps and a handrail lead to a bridge across
& small creek and thgn to the path which leads %to the area of the
site of the main settlement., One can well imagine héw, around the
turn of the century, families of TIndian and Métis filed down this
path on the way to the Sunday service., The men would have been
clad rather uncomfortably in formel Buropean clothes of the day,
dark suit, high wing collars znd rather narrow black tiese TIndeed
people have shown me such photos of departed relatives. How well
had clothes helped to effect the cultural transition?

Many of the sites bf early white history are well knowne. Both
the approximate place where Radisson and Grosseiliers had their post

in 1682 and La Martiniére's wintering p 1686 are called
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t¥rench Sitet,
In 1975 the writer was shown a place almost opposite Port Nel-

son where the informant's father had told him that the white men had

a fort 'very, very long ago'e This could link up with the fact that

Abraham had his post here in 168L,



124

lany tales are told by people in the areas to which the in-
habitants of York Factory settlemant left when it was finally
abandoned but done is more exciting than that of the Marsh Point
treasure, Most older Cree people are convincéd that some where
in the area there is buried treasure., Whether or not this is
based on some warped version of the rather inaccurate European
fable that during the‘French occupation of York Fort the building
rang to the sound of the revels of gallants and their ladies may
never be Enown. The‘writer has jet to be able to interview the
man who declares that he knows the true story of the treasure.
However it may be, there is demonstrated a clear interest in the
legends of the area.

Among the older generation there is still a very strong spir-
itual attachment to Hichewaskahikun,.
he, The effects of the very first technology have, of course,
been the subject of consideration from the earlier parts of this
work, since it was the white man's iron which chenged the lives

of the local people, There is apparently little recognition of

%

his in any of the information, except in stories such as that of
the Cree woman at South Indian Lake, and the frequent mention of

trade goods emong which were gunse. This mey perhans be taken as

]

evidence of assimilation into the new culture. From the time
when the products of industrialism came to Fudson's Bay until the
arrival, a very ebrupt one, of the procducts of the technological

age, there was little change. The steam and

Cu

iesel technology at

Port Nelson must have had a profound effect- on the local peonle,




but there appears today little sign of the surprise which they

must have felt., Those who speak about it must be quite old, and
of coufsé many‘of those who were present are no longer alive, but
the general attitude suggests that they rapidly became adapted to

the new way of life, One gentleman who lived there related to me

that the towers of the radio station were two hundred and fifty

1

n

feet highe Subsequent research proves him to be correct,

An-r
other man~told how fhe police had established shelter houses every
ten miles along the roadbed from the port to Gillam. 15

There 1s adequate practical evidence that the local reople
had‘adapted to the new technology in the settlement of Spence Tam-

ilies on the south side of the Felson near to the site of Abrahanm's

ct

pvost, as shown in the photo No. IX, page 126 All of this settle-
ment, consisting of some nine of ten dwellings, was made of material
from the old port. The walls of the buildings were made of ten inch
thick lumber, and are to this day in good condition so that with
little work they could be used again. Many tools lying at the site
obviously came from across the river. The transporting of lumber

across some two miles of the river was an achievement in itself,

The writer has been told how, before the port was built, one man

]

got trees from the Spence site and took them over to the Port Iel-

s0on ¢

n

ide by constructing a hugh raft and sailing it across with the
If there is evidence of adantation to earlier technology of
the early part of this century, there is unheppily rmuch less in

respect to more recent change. It would not be unfair to say that
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the impact of Hydro activities on the native culture had been

far greater in a matter of ten years than all of what occured in
‘the preceeding three hundred, Change waé not only sudden and un-
prepared, but extremely widespreads The activities ranged from
the north end of Lake Winnipeg to Thompson and east down both the
Churchill and Nelson Rivers to the Baye Anywhere where there was
eny remaining vestige of the old hunter or fisherman way of life
its aétivities stopped, at least for & time. In sone situétions
complete settlements were relocated; In places such as Gillam the
native culture, which had been the largest by far in the community,
was ébruptly swemped by the white one. Children who had been in

the major group in a two or three room school now found themselves
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& new monster housing thirty rooms. There was little
recognition of their cultural values, indeed for the majority of
the time the vrogram was very much middle class white oriented,
Indian houses were set apart from others, incredibly poorly built,
and like a ghetto from which the children knew they must not leave
to play in the area of the white accomodation. The writer had the
. ‘
interesting experience of taking an Indian acquaintance who was
Tforemen of a construction gang into a native careers class %o
talk zbout the difficulties of succeeding in the white world., Ee
dealt with the subject, =as had been requested, in a very direct
waye The shocked look on the students faces, that he should thus
speak berfore a whiteman, snoke volumes. The writer learned more
from these few minutes of experience than from hours of study on

cross-cultural problems,.
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1as been previously mentioned, such projects as
wrought much change upon the ecology, but it is certain
socilal ostracism which has occured in present times has

done much more damage than that practised by Sir George

and his cronies,

128




The beginning of what is here titled modern problems really

cormmmenced when the first white man set foot on these shores and

subjected the native person to the stress o

iy

2 new culture.
The changes which ceme about developed in two stages. The

first of these was the fur trade eras. Iere in the garly days the

Tndian wes an egual person, a trader in his own right. Then he
wmay have sometimes been an equal vartner or actually o leader as

the great companies begzn to nress inland. Later, the individual

were amalgemated and the ruthless leadership of George Simpson
LR g ~ e P4 N e . k)
eliminated the under-educated }Métis or Indien, the ordinary man who

rm

lived eround the Bay lowlands bec

b}

e merely a supplier of furs.
How however, he did not deal with the vhite man on eoual terns

but rather es one who had developed a denendency on the coods of

the lerger societys Cradually, ac exploitetion of land in the
gouth bezgan to draw the bulk of the newconers there, the inmport-

to live closer to the modern transportation routes such as the

L. 4 - - Kad 5 e I 4 - P R T S - T
still able to carry on some of the traditional activities such as
hunting and fishing, There were s2lso come weys in which some of

- - P T S SN e B Y s R - e ~ A =
the population might earn extra incolig——mem—= vorking on the railroad



track, woodcutting, work at community services such as schools,
nursing stations, hospitals, government offices and in some areas
mineral exploration and mining,

Thus some part of the population had passed to a fairly stable
situatione Although the standard of life may not have been very
high, at least there was room for a degree of individualism, and
although doubtless directed by white officals, he was not entirely
overwhelrmed by them.

with the advent of micd-century technology the situation was
vastly different. ( At this point it should be noted that the
advent of steam technology is not included in this statement. Fort
Nelson was active for too short a period., The conming of the rail-
road occured over a longer period, 1910 to 1927, and occupied a
narrow strip of land only, thus there was time for reasonable adap-
tation. ) The development of Hydro was another matter. It occured
abruptly, brought in with all the speed which modern transportation
could effect, and it affected drametically a vast area of the north
countrye

The writer feels that all of the Hydro projects that were init-
lated began with the requirements of technolosy being given first
consideration and the human element second thought., This is par-
ticularly shocking in that before the commencement of the major
project on the Nelson in 1967 the experience with the Tasterville
Band near CGrand Rapids had shown that ons could not easily displace
native peovle from a situation where any of the forms of the old way

of cultural life were carried on without = great degree of shocke.




31

=

There appears to be little evidence that any in-depth study

was done to ascertain what the wider effects of the project would

o’
¢
@]
3
(+
=
0]
@]
o

kel
=
|__J
[
ct
l_J
o
=
-3

True, great arguments raged between various
parties as to the best means of effecting fhe overall scheme with-
out major ecological damage, and one of the more prominent prom-

ises of the election of 1969 was that there would be limitation of

the level to which South Indian Lake could

f‘n‘

be flooded to provide

the weters of the Churchill to raise the supply of the Nelson nro-

in concern was with speedy provision of water.,

In 1971, when the Hettle Dam at Gillam had advanced so far
thet three generating units were in place, it was made public that

('l'

P T A~ L S S ey h] 2
ted and Lake Yinnipegz regulated. At

taining to the native communities is about thirteen lines of a two-

column page. These lines are only in general terms and make no

mede full reference to the problems which had been, and were about

loss to culturse could result.

The recommendations at the end of the study advocate that
compensations and adjustments be mede to native groups affected by
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iydro expension into their land. Federal and provincieal govern-

ment and esgencies are charged to "manifest a respect for cultur-

This is an honest appreisal of the responsibilities of =&
state organization which had encroached on the realm of another
and wuch older culture., Unfortunately it came rsther late. Xet-

tle Dam had bsen complete since 1974, an
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Spruce has Jjust been finished. During the time since 1967 probably
twenty of thirty thousand whites have come from, and returned to
the outside world. VYet only a very mininmael number of local inhab-

kS

itants have been given any gainful enmployment on any projects

.

Most of these heve been in the nature of brush cutting or labour-

ing jobs in connection wit!

Hydro, or some service jobs for local

“ + + - 1 ¥ T e - T O

most casges there has been no signs of sny long tern
provision has been mede vhich would suggest any

aining which mis

the writer has observed, on return visits to th
main Zydro centre, Gillawm, that the stratification of society is

unchangeda

H = & a
trade native to their own country, now, after a century of slow
adaptation they are once more in & vacuuxm of change,

At the moment, when the finencial costs of any future Ivdro

-
)
(0]
o)
O
=
i
H
A
=
prs
[N

%)
(@]
-
@]
p]
[4)]
1o
]
ct
i
]
[
o)
=
[0}
-
£
I__l
[
by
[
[aV)
3
o]
jte
i

(60}

-

o
3
(O]



>ther in the future timely con

6]

6]

}-I .

ms involving the native person

d

o
te)

c

?

ra

s
L

i

133

on will be given




There appears to be no doubt that the best of solutions
wvould be those which come from the native people themselves The
ght place to start would be with the younger generation, since

& kind of salvage operation is needed before the widening gap with

their culture grows so great thet it cannot be successfully closed,
here schoo are situated in places such as Shamattawa, Nor-
wey Iouse, York Landing, Split Lake, South Indian Lake and Telson

pility of progress could be realized because of less
pressure from a mejority culture. In most of these places young-
ers are being taught some of the o0ld cultural skills concerned

with living close to nature. MNost of the wmotivetion and much of

the teaching seems to have come from the Indian people themselves,
This is encouraging since some of the foundations of the old way of

In the places mentione bove a variety of resulis are occur-
inge. There the locel band leaders meintain s direct interest in

education, and there are apparent possibilities for employment

after lecving school, the si

Indien Lake, DZecause this has been a viable Tishing area fo
meny years, with a good community structure, the veople appear
heppy, desnite the problems which have changed their lives and in-

L

hreaten the Tuture of the community,
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Vigitors are wvelcomed and given a de

-y
-1y

inite feeling of acceptance,

There is no

n

ign of the resentment that one night expect to be
shown to a member of the larger society from the south, despite
ions to which the people have been subjected,
However, one should remember that this place has o large number of
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lietis inhabitants and leadership from & few whites who have narrie
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there has been reasonable, although not year-round, road commun-
ication with Leaf Rapids for a few years, contacts with other
socletles have helped the process of integration.

ing of hope 1s experienced at S»lit La

T A7 - T - - TN A - BT .1 T e -
elson House has a direct road link with Thowmpson, and at the

school was e locel person. It appezred thet morale was reasonsbly




—
AN
N

culture foreign to Canada., This person seemed to live in isolation,
with little chance of learning either about the local culture or
e southe Situations like this exist in other

1s created i1f the teacher has to carry a double burden. TFrob-
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Shemettawa, which the writer has not vigited, has an extreme
problem with elcokolism and glue sniffing, caused by =2n
1 offers 1ittle hope of improvement of emnloviment,
It would anpear that vhere the reserve is zble to sct as =
cultural entity, and where there is not too wmuch fregmentation of

i vsas Ao A e ) . .
raditlonal ideas due to white pressure, there ewiste a fair decrece

of hopne for the future.
Gillam, which has stood the major impact of the more recent




The school, during the periods of maximum Iydro activity,
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ulation, Althouszh there is some-

times, depending on the availability of teachers, a Cree an
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Studies program, the school as a whole is oriented towards white
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or the predominent group.
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mn be no clear cut ONe

approach which is comumon to

may be summed up as follows:

Lo The cultural gap between young and old,
Be 2 leelr of knowledge, common to both Indiesn and

/hite communities, asbout the contributions made

to northern history by native peonle over the

last three hundred yesrs.
Ce The Teilure of the white COLJLQ‘by to accent the

native person soclelly. Tew eppreciate that their

1
¥

ovn ignorance of the minor culture is the root of

their prejudices against the native persons,
Possibly the above situations have been stated in their zs-

cending order of difficulty of solution. The first iay be solved
automatically 1f the second can be remedied, The approach to the
last problem will Dbe difficult and much time must be spent before
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Although these activities involved only a small number of
students, and the costs of transportation were highy, the results
were worthwhile, Subsequent visits to Gillam have led to meeting
persons who participated in these activities and finding that there
is a clear recollection of the educational process that was involvéd.

Do these younger people whose elder generation lived close fo
nature only a short while ago have themselves to walk on the ground
their forefathers trod to appreciate their own cultural history? .

Perhaps it is inevitable that this task of helping the younger
people should fa2ll to the lot of the scgools, but one should not ask
too much of_educatoqs. Generally educators have not been themselves
taught to have any sense of Canadian patriotism and very few have
any pride in our province's colourful historve. Tf the educator has
not the right orientation, how can he be expected to appreciate the

degree of pride which he must attempt to encourage in a person of

another culture? Added to this problem is the

c+

.ct that not every

)

teacher can possibly svend time reseérching 21ll the necessary doc-
unents, particularly those in the ¥,B.C. Archives.

The writer feels strongly that an effort to introduce & spec-
ialized Manitoba history into schools shouléd be made. This would
of courée include material from fur trade documents, and as such

demonstrate the part played by the Indisns. It must be done in

such a way that the materisls can easily be used by the tescher

vithout a great need for extensive study.
>0ssibly the use of such a course might not only open doors

-1

or Indians, but also cure white ignorence.




to elapse before results would be apparent. An even longer tine

would have to pass before the deeply ingrained white sttitudes
covld be altered, 2ut surely the Indian culture can be reinforced
and the white attitude changed a 1little?

population which havnpens to be pessing throuzh them et any one
time. Cen we afford to wait until the present school wnopulation
has wmatured into the next adult zeneration?

with? Chviously this is a current situsiion which must be remedied
before any great new construction project is bezun in the Cree An-

by the influx of yet esnother group of outsiders who have no knov-
ledge of the native Iz it too much to suzgest that in future

to northern projects be assisted in learnins zbout the
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wide cultural gan?

it has been shown thet from eerliest times th
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