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Metropolitan\dånnipeEhnmemakersþ,elesurveSledb¡.¿

meansnfamai}edquestionnaireinÜrdertoínves*:åEatet,he

nwnershipÐfsixt.y*threespecål"iede}ectrica}har":srhnld

ç-rn-rìs Llri sncie.l cïass u valuÊ ässncíat,irns u and ather pËr*
J*---

snnal and sitt-:ationai variablæs "

The primary purpÛsË of the su'îrvey wäs tc discsveT

i j" there rdas a set nf gnods, a t'standard packaÇË u " cÛmmon

to the majnrity of households regardÏess of social class"

ltrnjashypothesizedthatthereu¡cr¡-ïdbenÜsiqni.fl.ieant

differencesintheoWnBrshípof,Eoocsu¡it;hifìandbeti*een

classes; that sscial cf asses r';auld not dif f er in their

proFortionate usage of specifiecl values Ür in thej'r value

associationsflorindividualitemsinthestandardpackage;

andthattherewculdbenDsignificantdiflferBncesinthe

rate of ÐìÀ,narship of goÐds by f amily tif e c-vcle stage 
'

number nf years marríed u employrnent cf the hcmemaker u t5'pe

c¡f residenceu and the number of people in the homen

Analysis of the data fram ttlo hundred returned

l_al

i:
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questiannaires reveel-ed a set of seventeen items obl¡ned by

T5 percent or m're af the totar sanrpre ænd a very simirar
set of seventeen items owned by r5 pexcent or mcrre of the
middre c-l-ass, Statistical significance was indicated in the
ciifference betuveen the rate of ordnership and non*-ownership

of most items ç'rithin each sociar cr-ass but there ldas nn siË*
nificanDe betv;een the cr.asses ín their o,!dnarship rates fo¡
most i.tems, significant dif f eïencÐs ,.f erË alsc f ound l"cr
somÊ of, the varues 'shen examining their proprlr-Lianate usãEË

by the social, cJ-assæs, In generaj u -r,here !.rtss little d-iffer*
encË by socía1 crass in the varue assnciaticns macle for each
af the items in the standard nackage, fonsidering the o\rner*
ship nf gonds with respect tc¡ the other variables stud-i erì

it bras found that each variable r^/ãs significant in the r!{nBï:
ship af t,wc Ðr mnre eiectrical hnusehold goocls,

From the findings cf this research it bJðs concrudçd
that there rÀ/äs a set nf goods cûmmon to the majority nf
hnuseho-1 ds regardl-ess of social cl-ass differences anrJ thi.s
set comprised the standard package of erectrical. househr¡_rc.ì

goods for the sampieo It was conc-r-uded that r^rithin eech

socia-l- class there wãs a conformity in the ownership or ncn*
au;nership o l' items and that between classas there was a

uniformity in the ordnership Ðf gocds indicating a s-taius
levelinq v;ith respect to cûnsumer purchases cf, this type of
goods, Regarding values u it rrúas cnncl uded that social
cl-asses differ in their consideration of what is impcrtant
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to them and in the þray they perceive certain Ít,ems as

exempJ-if ying those values, If at]. the variabl-es studied u

family life cycle stage was significant in the ol"ine¡ship Df

the g::eatest number of items and it b/as concluded that this

variable was of primary impnrtance in the purchasinE pai.-

terns for elec-r,ricaI household gcnds"
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T NTR ODU CT T ilN

The concept of standard package has been used in

the literature tc imply a set of goods and særvicæs cnmmon

to hcusehol-ds in the North American sÐcíety, Because infsr-

mation is generall5r ïacking Dn the standard pæckagæ, this

research was unciert,aken to study the concept based nn än

investigation of the Ëþrnership of specified electrical

househol,d goods, The study was designed f ar the f nllor"rånç

purposËs:

1 , to investiEate the nwnership of' electrical
hnusehol-d goods by the veriab-l-e cf socåaI
class in order tn study the ccncept sf
standard packaEe

2" to explore the value associations fcr
various electrical househnld goods

The ccncept af standard package has been left sfima-

what võlgue and il-l-*def ined in the l-iterature, Iliesman and

Roseborough (tgSS:Z) used the term to appfy to "u o d a set

of goods anci services including such hcusehnld items aË

furnitureu radiosu tel-evisionu refrigeratar and standard

brands in food and cl-ot,hinE.l' They further stated that
ntpossession of t,he standard package 4 d , carrias membership

in the brcad band of the middte class," Ïn a later articleu

Rcseboïough (1960) stated that the behaviour of househnlds

is similar:
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ê ê, thære v.rill- be a complex of goods and
services, a certa.in minimum nf, f acili'cies, which
each hausehold wil-Ì pDSSesse Ðr at least, will have
usa ûf u and which rtrill siEnif y to the others that
the members of the househoLd are acreptab-l-e members
of soc5.æty" This complexu in Ämerican societyu has
been called a standard packaEe, ( Hoseborough, 1 9 6t :

463)

The need fnr cl.arificatian of the cnncept r,dês

made evident by the cnntradictcry explanatinns ån the tr.rc

articLes, The fcrmer described the standard package as

TÐpräsentånE that ro¡hich thæ middl-e class û\,$ns; the La-Lter

described it as representing the set of gor:ds ccmmÐn to ei-Ì

hcusehcfds, In bo*h instances, the cancept, cf standard

packege !{äs used tc represent the belief that there ís ',*j-de*

spread conformity ån the Ðbrn€rship üf hcusehnÌd püssess{ons,

In neither cäsÐu hÐwBVær, r.rãs the ccncept specificatly nüi

cansistently defined,

In spite af its nebulnus quality the standard

package concept appeared pJ-auslbl-e in view nf present-da¡r

sncial- and ecanomic conditions, The difficulty in the

empirical- testing of the concept, iay in the vastness of the

nr-¡mber of items '¡¡hich mighi: be included in the package to-

Eether r"rith the fact that the package ist?diffe¡entiatJ-y

distributed'r over time, This la'hter p:ob1em uuas elucidated

by Stnne (tgSS:ZS) uqho explained that styte leaders acquire

the package first anci then as it becomes diffr-¡sed among the

genexal population the ]eaders mo\./e Dn to acquire nËbü crm-

ponents, ïn this þray the packaEe is eveï changing and



broadening,

Ancther reêsnn fnr pursuånE research in this areã

rdas that, the majority ofl data presently available have ctmÐ

from the United States, As pointed out, by Fnrt,er:

The nntion cf the midCl,e-majarity standard
package is al.sn i-:idely held by fanadians ab¡ut their
oi,Jn society, , 4 Ð In Canada , the micidle*
ma j ority cJ-early lies at a 1oi.¡er inccme 3rðnge than
that of, the Urrited States" Ð é , ConËumer durables
cast mtre in f anada, and theref nre it is uni"ikeJ-y
that the middte*majority life style has thE same
appearðnce of affluence as i* has in the Unitæd
States" (Porter, 1965:1 29)

In än eff,mrt tn invæs'bigate the cnncept nf sàar¡dard

package and ilveTËnme ËomÊ nf thæ difficu.l-*ies invclved in

such an endear;c¡::u thís reseærch exsmined cnly ÐnË catæEnïy

mf -items ín the package, namely eTectrical hnusehold gocds"

Although the entire package cculd not be itemízedu the

i.sol"ation of sÐmt items commtn tn mcst hausehnlds et ËlnË

point in time usould point to the basic validity oi'the Ë{rn:

cept of standard package,

NEF T N T TI ONI TF TË RM5

For the purpûse of clarificatinn the fal"ÌowinE

terms ["iÐre defined:

household electrical goods items found in i;he home l*hich
operate cln an electric cur¡ent " l'q/here an item
perfnrms the same function as an electrical- modei
but is operated by gas or battery pÐwer it is also
inc'l uded
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sDciãl cl-ass * t'u a larEe Eroup ûf fami"lies
approximatÉly eqilaf to each other and clearly
differentiated from other families, , , n"
(Kahl, 1957:12)

socj.al" class index " n ô 6 an emÞirical construct
lwhich] apprr:ximates the ?posit,iont of a persGn

r"¡ith reEard to ûne of the frames of reference
peCIple employ to place úne anothn¡:: e é ut'
(lvicGuire and Vdhite, 1955:l)

standard package a sËt of Eoods cúmmon to a broad
collecti'vitV of, pecpJ-e, The set can be defined
in either of twa ways depending upün the defi--
nitinn of the collectivity" Thus:
æ ) a minimunl set of fisnds comnìûn to ail hnusehnl-ds
b) a broader set nf goods cnmmÍln tn the måddle

majority hcusehol-ds
(Riesman un¿ !ìoseborrugh, 1955) , (ScseborcuEh, 196ü]

val-ue - "Ê cnncept,icn, expl¡ ci t ov irnpiì-ciri,, dis'cir"rc'L,ive
of an índividual Ðtr characteristic cf ,ã group, nf
*he desirahl-e r.u¡hich.infiuËncEs the sel"ectåon frnm
availabl"e modesu mEansu and ends nf ectiün"??
( Kluckhohn, 1 951 :395 )

aesthetics - Érì aFprecietion of form and design such that
it cont¡ibutes tn psVChc¡i-aEical- well*being,
( Jchn, 1 956 )

E C C}N DMV the
usedut

health u'a state of physi
(Kohlmannu 1961:11

status - t'holding a positi
people vçith whom a
( KohImann, 1961 z 1 1

caI and mental well-beingtt
4J

touse cf mnneyu goodse änd serrrices to Eet
qreatesi amnunt, nf return frnm the resclurces
(KohLmann, 1961:113)

on equal to or bettes'Lhan
pers0n is asstciated"

4)

othe r

wcrk efficiency "accomplíshing a task or prcducing ä
producÈ to meei a desired standard in the short,-
est time and u,ith the least possible expendi-L,ure
of enBïgy'r ( Kohlmann , 1961 ¡ 114 )

rvorkmenship *'evidenca tf ski-1. I in sÐmething pruducedtt
( Kimbalt, 1 g6D )
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Ïhe majo:: working hypcthesis of this research wãs

that there atre süme e-Iectrical- hcusehnìd Enods whj-ch are

clurned by the majoríty of peopiÊ.regardless of their sociai

class ptsåtion 
"

T.he fnll"owing null hypnthËses Ì,rere praposed fnr

study:

1" There wil"l- he nû signíficer:t ciífferences år,

thn ür-rnership ûf speci-fied ei-ectrical- hnusehnl-d

nnnrlq:
ìJ***-'

æ ) withir¡ each socåæl ci-ass

fl ) betureæn sr:ci a1 cLasses

2, There wí]I be nü siEnificant dÍffeTrencas by

socia.l cl ass in:

a ) the totaJ- usaEe nf æanh valuË prüpúrtionæte

tc thæ number of i'tems ¡wn¿d

b ) the velues associated ruiíth each nf Lhe

ei-ectrica.l" househnld q¡nods in the standard

packaEe

3o There wi"ì-t be nÐ sigriif,icant differerìrÐs ín

the ownarship ûf specified el-ectråcaJ- household

goods by:
ì-a) family life cycle stæEe

b ) number of yea.rs mar¡ied

c ) empJ-oyment of the homemaker



d) type of residence

e ) number af peopl,e in the home

BASi C ASSUMFTI ON5

the prevälence af olnership Ðf specifíed

electrical househnl"d gcods cãìn i:e deteymíned

by a check ]ist of ítems

people place a value ûn their pûssessåsns

and these values can be det,ermåneci

LÏI,4I T,qTi NN5 TF iHI sTUNY

The most r:hvious limi ta{:ånns nf the study \srÐte

created by the methodnl-ngical procedurËs involved ín

sampling and the use of the maired questionnaåre'Lechnique

f or data collectinn " Any sample d::aq*n f rom a iarEer pnpuJ-e*

tion may not L:e reprËseritative i:f the whnlæ and this problem

is further enhanced hy the limited reslLrnsÐ tr: maiLed ques*

'tionnaires. ,4n aT¡",arenBSS of these problems Ìed to attempts

to overcomts them but it is difficult tc ascertain the

deEree of succBSS achieved,

Annther lirnítation of the s'tudy lay isr the attempt

t,o gËt a vafue association fos each of the hr:usehold Eands

used irr *he study" Ïn the first pJ"ace u it cnuì ci onì5r be

assumed that values are placed ün fisusehol-d pûssessions and

that they couLd be verbal-ized; secnndly, there caul-d be a

1,

2"
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V.ital- to the investigation c¡f ihe cÐncEpt nf
standard package ìdas a discussinn of those äreas which fcrm

the structural- framework upon v,rhích the cnncept is buil-t,
These areas þJÈre p::imaril5r: ÐwñËrship c¡f rorìsumer Eoods n

values, and sociai cl8ss, Statistics and reseerch raparts
concerning these tnpícs \{are re';iewed.

I]I,,JNTR5HT P CIr TONSUM[{I GONÐ5

0ver the yËars a wide variety r:f consumËtr goods

have fnund their 
'day into the market and Ínto peopl-es t

homes" [].kin (1964 ) Eave statistics Ðn the increased
nccurïence of' specified items in homes betu¿een ,i 941*j 96J,

Table 1

The canadian Ðnminion Bureau of statist,ics (tggt )

included such items as a rafrigerator, el'ectric änd Eas

rangEe automat'ic dryer, *'rashinE machine, vacuum cJ-eaner,

irono electric fry pdflu sewing machineu raciiou and a tele*
vision in its determination of the f,onsumer price Index,

The inclusion of these particul-ar items ç..rould impì-y their
common existence in homes throuEhout the country, Further



statistical data from the !'8"5' shnws the PTevalence of

various goods õs at M"V, 197û" Tabl.e 1

NoIan {lgZl ) Ui¿ a study r+ith 351 rrrrãl- flamÍlåes

u*hich required o in part, an inventory of househc-l-d equip-

ment, The percerrtaEe dj-stributåcn nf ol^/nersh j-F Ðf each item

is shewn in Tabi-e 1,

Tibhets ( I ç g¿ ) examined the îlf xpanding 0wnershÍFr of

Household f;quipmentt'and classified the result,s into t,hree

grouilË accûrding tD awnership pstport,inn, The f irsi grlr{,lp

ronsisted nf Ecnds r:f high arvnærship prüportinn (6Ü% r¡r

mi-ìre J urhich incl-uderi te-ì-evisiûr-ls s Ii ving relÐfiì and bedrnnm

suites, refrigeratoss, Tangese upholstered chaírsu dinette

sets u and rugs or carpets, Thæ secnnld Eroup cÐnsist'ed sf

gonds of middle otvne rshíp prtportion (?t*6OÍ") incl-uding

diverse i'bems such ðs sewing machinesu phonoErephsu sedío-

phonoEraph cambinat,icns u and dining rúÐm suites " 
"[hæ third

group included goods nf low or¡¡nership pîÐpÐ3tian (iess then

7nÍ"J such äs air conditionersu pienos Dr orgar¡s' and labor

savi-nE kitchen and laundry applj.ancesn Tibbeis (lgSA:1 1 37)

fcund a no, ¿ 6 cleer indicatian of consistent and meãsurable

increases in ownership and in the rate of acquísition of

household durables by urban families"in the period frnm

1 9 5r*tr 96û*6 r ,

Vaughn (t967), in her study sf cünsumer pr€ferences

for Eoods nver the life cycleu fnund that in her samplæ of

65 rural- f arm f amj-l-ies ai-1 otqned ref rigerators ' üver 9Ûl^
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Table 1

0wnership of ElectricaL Household Goods
in P¡evious Research Studies

Item Elkin**
1941 1951 .1963

Nol-an Tibbets Vaughn
1951 1950 1951 19a1

D.8.5. f*
1 97D

refrigerator 21 .Ox 48.O 9a.o 9B .4 + 72.1 82,7 100.0

cooking equipment 99 .7 100,0 69.7 71 .B 98.1

f¡eezer 18"0 26.O 2.9 1 s.3 98. ¿

dishivasher 7,5 5,7 7"7

mr"xer 65" 0 81.5

toaste¡ 84,0

waffLe i¡on 56. 0

coffee r¡aker 34. 0

washing machine 74,O 87.0 83.7 63.0 70"0 93.9

ciothes dryer 44 ,3 19,4 63.i

sewing machine 75.0 43"0 ss.B B7 .2

vacuum c.leaner 24,O 42.O 72,O 57, B 71 "O 93.9

floo¡ polisher ca Ê 13. B

garbage disposer 9.A J. I

air conditione¡ 4,3 18.8

television 90.0 9 6,O 24 .6 91 .4

radi o 78.0 93.0 96.O 97 .2 99 ,O 7 2.6 81.3

record-playing
e qui pme nt 54.0 70, 0 34,0 13,3 31,1

-._al-l figures a¡e percentages of the totaL families in each study"ã*
Canadian statistics.

+ empty space indicates the itern was not incLuded in that study.
-less than .5% ownership in that study.

---------ò-
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had ð rangee freezeru *+ashBr rr väruum cleaner; 87'ß had ä

seuiing machine; Ðves Bû% had a fnnd mixer, 63% had a clothæs

dryer; 1Al" had a floo¡ polisher; and less than I il% ha¿ a

dishrqasher cr garhage disposer"

The stat¡ st.ics Ðn ordnership rf various items aB

reported in the aforementioned studies are set fcrth in

I'able ì u variations år¡ the pËrcentaEes of rwn#rship for any

tne item in a similar time period can be expì-ained, in pertu

by differencËs in the research samp"i-e caused b5a v*riatinns

in fami-i-y charect,eristics and the market cnndítions ¡,":hich

they face" Låppitt (tgSg) hæs suggested tha* *hese twu flEr:

tors are deierminants nf crnsumer demand for hcusehoi-d

furnishings and equipment, Ðespíte these diflferences ån

ownership staibistics u there remains a cl-ear åndication tha*c

súme it,ems enjny a higher rate nf nwnership than at,hers,

VAL UE 5

T'he ccncept of val-ue has ¡eceived mt"rch study

ihrouEh the years from phiÌosophers, thearistsu social-

scientists, and all manner of men whn seek to discnver the

reality nf the el-usive concept. Unf ortunateì-y u men in each

discipline have undertaken ta study the cnncept in relation

tc theír ordn arËa of interest, Thus u Èhe phil-osnpher seeks

an understanding of value es it relates to the moraL ãnd

ethical, and o the socia-L scientist seeks an understand'i nq
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a€ it relãt,es tn the structural el-ements o'f nûrms and

social Ðrganizations, Because r:f these vãricus criteria

t*hich are used to study th* concept of value t,here j-s much

conf usion abou'b it, Kluckhohn stated ihat :

Rearling the voluminnus þ d ,literature ûn tÌ-¡e
subject in the various fiel-ds of Iearning, onÊ finds
values considered as attitudæso motivationsu objectsu
measurahls quantities, substantive araas of behavioru
af f ect l-aden custr¡ms Ðr. traditions u and relat,ic¡-rships
such as those betv;een índividuaì.s o gr:oups, nb j ects u

eventso ( Kluckhnhn, 1 951 :39ü )

Å discussion of the l.irÍtinEs nf somæ of the authars

in this field yieJ-ds somÐ clarifiuation,

In a phiinscphiral veinu Parker ( t p¡l : ZA) defåned

va"LuË as the irsat,isfacti-nn of desire,'n ûhjects in them-

selves have nr value, he vurote, but rather val-ue is at'b"rj_b-

uted to them as beinE instrumenùal to the satisfactinn of

desire, Fcr exampJ-e, a painting has nn value in itseìf irut

rather ín its ahility to satisfy the behotderrs desise fnr

the aesthetic,

A more widety used definition of velue liras given

by the social scientistsu Ctyde Kluckhohn ( t gSt ;395), He

described a val-ue as t'a conception u explicit Ðr inrplicit,

distinctive of an individual" or characteristic of a Eroup,

of the desirable which infl.uences the seLection frcm avail.-

able modese means, and ends of aciinn,tt This definitinn

implied that val-ues can be compared ta a cnde r".'hì-ch eff,ects

the choice betr^¡een possible ways of behav-ing 
"

\dilliams (tç97:Z:) used a definiticn of value
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similar tn Kluckhnhn{s, ttVal-u€sutu he s'Lated, "are those

ccnceptinns of desiræble states nf affairs that arp uti-Iizæd

in selective conduct as criteria far preferance or chnice

o.r äs j ustificatinn f or proposed nr actual behavior, "

values ar€ important causal cümprnents in individual ronduc'*

and in the functioning of social systems for they are the

basis uptn which evaluatinns and chnices are made, Indj,:id-

ual va-l-ues arise frcm experience in the reel_ms of the phys*

ical and sscial såtuat.i-¡n anci ûnce farmed they bear e ciirect

inf 1uÉnce sn behavinr" Thus u a c-vcli cal æf f ect sinergÐs.

Having said that the soc:i.aå settínE influences

values, it miEht be expected that a similarity in sociaJ"

cnr¡dítions wauLd lead tc a similarity in i;he uelues hei-d b3r

those of a particular backErcurrd" Clough (tç90:¿) investi*

Eated the basic values o'f westærn civilå zatior¡ ûn j ust this

premise " He def ined s culture as 'n u s ó ä rxiäy nf lif e

shared by members uf a humar: society or Erûup of societies,"

The basie values of a cultureu he b{rDtBs arett, 4 o socialì.y

created or man-made desiderata " 
tt which ref lect t'o o ó the

choices which men have made ë ê ¿ 3s to the way they -T"ive

the wants and desires which they try to satisfyu and the

ardor l*,íth ivhich they strive to echieve recogr-lized gnals"

(CJ-ough, X96tz7) F{e cited the fnlJ-cwinE as basic values

western civilizatinn: material valuesu knov¡ledgeu religi

and aesthetics"

af

Ðilt

:]l

Ìì:

li:'
i.ìI..:

ldorking in the same ãrea but narrowi ng the scspe of
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his ir¡vestigatinn u bJill-iams ( t g sl ) loaked at the maj or val-u;e

orientation in Âmerica, He discavered fifteen values whåch

he listed ir¡ æ sequenÈial ordær of importance, Å later

study (wil-l"iams, 1967 ) f ound that the same val-ues ldere hei-d

but the order of impnrt,ance had changed" This findinç

ålrustrates thet aì-though varues are importar:t and tend te

endure, the passags af &,Íme brinEs åncreasi-nç knoççl-edge anr!

thus chenges the rel"atj.onship betu¡een the val,uæå, The

degree nf chænge anr{ tF¡e ratæ d*pend çrestty r!ì the sociæl-

milieu 
"

Beside thesæ b road s/aIL,e Ë5/stems uitæd b5, IJ-cuçh

ar-rd L¡/åÌl"iams these ave others r:fl ä rnnsÐ specif ic vratuse,

Their specifieít5r may be defíned in terms cf the såze *nd

homogeneåty of the greup which aclhæEes tr the verq..,es anrd by

the nerrorvness of the sub j æct tr which the va]¡_¡es are

app.lied,

ïhe first case is expJ-ained by the generaåity thæt

common experiBnce breeds nommon vaJ-uesn The morË generæJ- ir,

nature the similnritSl of experiËnceu the motre abstræct ãre

the values held by the group at .largen Thusu Becker (tysn)

stated that the primar:y strivings of mankind are f ar secu::-

ityu responsee recoEnitinn, and nebd experience, The vælues

cited by clough and lr/iltiams beeome morË speeifíc as theår

respÐctive grrups becnme smalleru Eeycnd tlr.is, væl_ues cðn

be examinæd fnr an¡r manner of grcups whether they aïe def,ined

on the basis of gecEraphic areau church affiliation, social
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classuÐrõnyct'herterms'Kohlmann(X96i)'forexample'

resËarched the values of homemakers' In a fnilctç*up studyu

Kohlmann and Smith (tglO) conrluded that ihis group hclds

the values nf famil5r life and status' The specifi-city nf

thæ values continL'i es as the size of the grÛup decreases ta

the point where the pessnnal values of onÊ individual are

categnri zed,

T}.-.oecrficityoflya}uesisalsncontri"nu*edte:; ttÉ 5,

Ðs the subject tn which the values arÉ apptied bæcnmes när*

rüweréFnrexamp}euasJacnbsen(1g69)wrote,wecãntaik

aboutl*hatiegcadandriEhtbehaviorand.nedåscuss-ing.Lhe

vælueofmDra.lit5l;wecandisct.¡ssr,çhatisbeat.l*'ifu}and

encÛapasstheaestheticvalue;thaiçqhichmakesusfeelgnnd

and BncûmPass the sensual value; that l^rhich is usef ul- anu

encompassthepragmat:!-cvalue'Iachofthesatcpics'hol^¡*

ever' is broad ir¡ scnpe and the ensuinE values aÏe abstract

andactua}lyinvolveatolholesystemtfmorespecificvalues,

For exampleu accarding to John (1956)' the ecnnomic value

system is ccmprised cf functional values ' status*EivinE

valuesu values giving self-esteemu sentimental va1^uesu aes*

thetic valules, and economic valu* (tl-'is latter point refers

tathesatisfactionderivedfromsavingmoney),,qfurther

exampJ-eisSeenintuorkbyBeyer(t959),Heinvestigated

thepersonalvaluesass0ciatedlçithhousingandlistedthe

following values: family centrism' äQuality' ph5lsicaÏ

¡r¿'l th e economy e freedom ' aesthetics u prestige u mental
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health u and -Ieisure 
"

h/hen the t,wc means nf åncreasing speci-ficity ere

used tcgether to ínvestiEate value orientationsu an exceì-

lent profile can be cbtained, For example, relatively small

änd hnmogËnerus grüups such aÊ those based ûn saciel cl-ass

can be examir-red f or val-ue orienta*i nns t.owards a rel ativeÌ51

naTraw sub j ect such äs education, Furt,her dåscuss j.on nf

ualuæ ori.æntatío¡rs based on soeiel cl-ass dístånctinns is

included in this chapter under the heedinE nf SocieI flass

and Values,

SDCIAL [t,q55

Karl Marx (Eendix anci Lipset , 1966) þrãs ûne of the

îirst writers tn form a systemetic theor5l nf class differ*

encesé He believed that economic factnrs determíne the

shape cf scciet-v and that socj.el- rl.asses link the ecnnsmi c

ar-ld sacial f acts " 5i-nce the variet,ian of **ork rnl-es within

anV productive system i s limited u the Erüup of men r"rhs stand

in the same relationship to the means of prcductio¡-l form ã

cl-ass, Besides theår work, Marx betieved that the members

of any one grrup had ather common interests u¡hich put them

in conflict with other classes"

Annt,her early writeru Mex ldeber (lgAS), distin-

Euished three orders of stratificetion: classo status, and

part,y" f lass, he r*rote u was determined by economiË pûsition

)'iì'Þ.:.\.. .
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in reLation to the production and acquieitian of qoods6

status r{as determined by the prestige associated with the
cansumption of goods; and party referred to membership in a

group whose purpose ìdas to gain social power by influencing
communal- action,

lviore recently o Warnelo Meekeru and Iel]s ( t q¿g )

stated that in complex societíes with man-v peopre there is
a great diversification of the æctivities pursued, These

activities come tr: be ranked on a scal-e f rom high to I ¿:r,u

status in acccrdance with the prevailing values, Men anrl

their families at, ãny onË status level- tend to grDUp tn*
gether and "this social- matrix prr:vicles the structure of
our c-1 ass system,'1 (lnJerner and othe::s u 1949: i û )

Kahl (tgsz) expounded views vEïy similar to those
of Lilarner, He saw a social_ cl.ass as a Ìarge grûup of fam-

ilies approximately Ëqual to each othe¡ and cl-early differ*
entiated from other famil-ies" jt is ihe limitation in the
types of occupations availabl-e that creates the lines nf
division among the clðsses and prevents the farmation nf ã

continuous gradation from high tc¡ 1nw status, Kahl. lísted
six variabl-es which he feli courd be used to investigate
social cJ-ass, They aìe prestige, ocËupatinn, possæssinnsu

interaction, class consciousness" and value orien"cation"
where these variabl-es converge to form ê pattern amÐng a

certain group of peopleu a social class is formed,

Centers ravealed his concept of sociaL class by

-ò--
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writi-nE:

Social cl,asses o ¿ , cãn be characterized as
psychaì"ogically otr subjectíuel5r based groupings de*
fined by the alleEiãnce of their membærs, IntegraJ-
tn their structuríng are tendencies tcward common
conceptions by their members sf the quelifi cations
fcr membership in them, , d E fandJ of the riccupa:
tional characteristics nf iheår membership, tenden-
cies towerd ccmmon attitudes, beliefsu änd behavicr
in nr:litica1 mat,ters, ø þ , These const,it.uent tend*
encies ín ihe format,inn nf social classes ã.rË the
response nf indivi dual-s tc the r*rhnle cnmplex sit,ua*
tion cf their lives, but ära determined to a vËry
)-arge extent by their statuses and rol-es in their
activi'"ies af getti-nE a living " ( f enters, I 949 :

21ü-11)

Annther cDmprehensj-ve description of' s¡cial ciass

b"Jas 'otritten by Eossercl and EoÌ1.:

A social- class, è ø is a cul.tural real.ity,
Approached scíentåficalJ.yu its identificatiar-r is
ó , . a rectgnitian of the fact that people live and
t"¡nrk and play and thínk at dif f erent 1evæ1s, The
differences between classes are not mereJ-y financial
or ostentatiaus; they encÐmpass the entire renge sf
social- behavior.*¡scupationu consumptiorr habits, edu*
catian, manner nf spëakinEu mnde nf dresso phiì-osnphy
of life, recreational pursuits, associatinnal activå-
tiBsu social attitude, family life, and the lj-ke,
(Bossard and Eolt, 195t:1üT)

Brown (lggg) gave a sj.milar discussinn of srcial

class referrinE to the sharing af a cümmcn }ife styJ-e at

each level,

Social classu thenu is a stratified schema of the

popuJ.atinn acknawledging differences betr.reen grüups baseri

Dn a variety nf variables ruhich, as a cÐmposite urhi:le, f nrm

a life style, Thæ pÊrticular \,ãriabl-es useci

social class vêry snmewhat by suthor but, in

ta meðsuTle

generaJ- u Dne Dr

amcunt rf incr:meu

._ai .

:t:Êi. -

mÐre of the f ollowing is r.¡sed: tccr-rpatinn,
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sÐLrrcÉ of income, education, d',*eïling äTea, and type of

dwelj-ing,

RfLÂTÏONSHTP BTTbJEilN V,qLUTS /ÀND DIINTRSHTF
OF TI]N 5UMIfi GÜTNS

q.:*- t-...- ,i*---J. L r r- lrr-ncë e as i-.as already been st,ated, val ue.s are

concepts of the desirable, j-t fnl-Iows that va::iatj-ans in

val-ues wiil create di f f erencEs in i",¡hat is considere d clesir:*

able, Witn respect ic consumer goods this means that the

kinds cf goods which are consumed and äccumLilated wi-l-1 vöry

by the va-lues held, A secnnd factcr cn¡-rtråbutínE tn varåa-

tion ån the types nf gaods nr,rned is the re:l-etåcnship be Li-¡een

ihe values held irs, ã person and the degree to v¡hich the

prnduct is interpreted as exempåifying those values,

Ïhis latter point idas r.nvestigeted by trühite {t gg6),

He said that the experiænce of væ.lue ån¡ â product is ti-re

resul-t cf selectivs pïücesses in whieh the crnsumËr chcases

and orgarii zes the stimu¡l-i which a product presents in"bn e

pattern '*hich is significant tc håm, The products them*

sel-ves do not have valueu but rather value is brauEht ta

them by the consumer as he reconstructs -it into an expær*

ience nf, gratificatíon,

LevV ( t g6S: Sg ) wrote that "the things peopì-æ bu5r

ãre seerì to have personaL and sncåal meaning in addition tn

their functions, ivlodern goods arE recognized a5 nsycholoq-

ical thinEsu as symbalic of persúnä1 attributes and gcalso

:1.

:ìr

i
i.tlrLr.....
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as symbûi-ic Ðf sDCíal patterns and stríviflgs,"
Ingels (t g0S: gg ) reryiewed various studies which

affirmed that ", d . needsu varuesu and attitudes côn and

do influenDe perception,?r lt fallows too, that those fac-
tors ivill- influance ownership of gaods because the deEree to
whích ihe item is perceived as being crngruent rvith ûnËs

life style will be of paramount importance j-n de*cerminíng

its purchase,

RTLI'.TIONSHIP BfT\lJITN 5NT]AL CLASS
AND V,qLUfS

social- class and etr- that it irnpr"ies in terms uf
status, educatåon, DCcupationu etc,, influences percep-Lion

of the worl-d and has a great effect nn the wãy penp_Le think
and act,

BronfenL¡ranner (tg¡A) Oi¿ a cÐmparative analysis nf
the results of studies conducted ovex a tv;enty*five s/ear

period on social class differences in chij-d rearing praÇ-

tices, He concluded that there axe distinct diffeîencÊs by

social class in this axea which indicates a different value
emphasis among the classeso

In his research of parenta.l- vaJ_ues, Kohn (lg:g)

found that parents of all cl-asses considered it important

fnr their chii-dren to be honesto happy, cDnsiderate, obedi-
ent, and dependable but there \.ras a dif ference in the degree

of importance by social- class, working cì-ass mothe¡s h,eïe
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mür:Ë ì-ikæîy to value obedience and they put a gÏËat enipha*

sis nn neatness and cl-earilinËs5; middte class mnthers valued

cansideratinn and self-cantrol in their children and they

had a tendency t'n regarcì curiosity as a prime væIue ' Middle

c.Iass mothers had the same vaïues for both sexes but ç1¡ilrking

class mo*hers tended tn make a dist'inction between them'

Ðepenclabitit,y u beinE a good student ' and arnb;ítinn wÐ3e rË*

garded as desirable f nr boys; happJ-ness u gand rnêrlnÊrs e neet-

nËssu and cleanliness were desired fnr girì-s'

Relatirrg mo.räl vafun structure and sevEriiy r:f

mnral jucgment ts sncåa1 class, Rettig and Fasamanick {tçSt )

examíned the marn} dimensinri s gf gnneral mÛÏaJ-ity, reliçini.ls

mnrality n f amiJ-y mDrätity o puritanicai morality o exp lni LÍr:s*

manipulative moralit3r, and ecnnomic mÜral-ity' t\iåth the

excepticnofgeneraJ-morality'thestructurecfmorelvalues

ofmanuaÏlabnrersdifferedgreatlyfrcm.hhatcfunive::sity

Eraduates, RetiEious morality Eeached ð peak among the

lcwerstratawhi].efortheuFpeïstretathatdime¡'lsionr'Jã5

indistinctandcombinedu¡ithfami}ymÛrälitytcformÜriB

dimension, FamíIy moraLity tdas f nunrl to vary inversel5i u'iith

social cless,

Besides these specific exampl-es af diffeÏences i¡"t

va}ueorientatinnbvsrrcialclasstherearealsomoregËn*

eralizedlistingsofvaluescharacteristicofeachclaËsu

There was a cÐncensus amang fenters (tg¿9), Kahl (t9sT), and

Hoi-Iingshead ( t gg¡ ) ¡-n their descrLption of the c1æsses '
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The upper class is crncerned rdith traditíon; they emphasizs

f amiJ-ism and lineage; their tastes are ttcul-turedttg their
manners uncbt¡usj"ve" The upper middle cl-ass is crncerned

with the f uture and va.i-ues personal ini-tiative u education 
"

activiiy, accomplishmentsu and præctical resul-tsn The lnuier

middle class has a great, desire for respectabiiity rçhích

manifests itself in a rigid motrality" Thæ working cfass

person is most concerned r.rith his family and cûnsumpticn

pleasures, The ãccumul-atinn of cünsumer Enods is n f'cr hi m 
u

a sign nf seJ-f *imprnvement, The struggle f nr daily eNi s-t*

enca amÐng the lower cless creates e feel-ing Ðf apath5r ämüng

them and in generaÌ, members of this class have ti*t1e hape

for the future,

Kahl ( t gsl ) stated that val-ue systems evcl-ve r,*ithin

social cl-asses and this is barne aut in the results of the

above studies" The effect may be explainedu in partu by

reference group theory and Mas.J-owes hierarclry nf needs,

In general terms, peoplË experiencing a simil_ar

l-ife situation tend to have concordant concepts of r+hat is
important to them, rhis occuïrence is explained by refer-
ence group theory which states that a perscnts behavior is
influenced by the va-l-ues and attitudes of the individuals
and groups rvith whom he identifies " An j_ndividual i s f irst
and most infl-uential reference group is his family" thris-

tensen (lgsq:985) has stated that "the family is societyis
most important conveyor of valuES,rr Furthermarer oou ó , by
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internal-izing group norms within the peÏsÜnal-ities cf i;he

young u it L1f'* familyJ pravides ã nacessary amount nf vaf ue

continuity from generatinn to EerìeratiÐn.t' Besides the

family uni-t there ara four other Èypes tf reference groups

as described bY Bourne:

1" ó r " membership grtups to which a pessÛn
actualJ-y belongs and mãy involve either: t)
small- fàce to face groups in which association
is the rulee such as families Dr trgãnizatinns
é € " b ) groups in which actua-l membership is
heid but in which personal- associaiion is al¡sent,

2 " € ô o ErÐups tr cateEnries to içhich a

pËrson at.:tomaticatl-y belonEs by virtue of =Su u

sex, edunationu tu"lt*1 stãtus and sü Ðn, This
sort of refe"rence Ertup retatinnship invnJ-ves
the concept of role

3" o o , anticipatory rather than actual member*
ship Eroups, , o @ This invr:lves the cnncept af
upward mcbilitY

4" , neEativeu dissociative reference grÚups
, a qroup (to which the individual- may or may

not in fãct belong) from which he would like ts
dissociate himself,
(Bcurne, 1965:138)

SuchgIfJUPSt'endtoinf}UËncetheaspirationleveÌ

and behavíor of individuals, They prÐscribe \'iays of dning

things, but as Bnurne Pointed out:

They afso tay down taboos, ?nd may have the
povder tä apply altual sentions (fcr exampleu
exc.lusion f rom the g.roup )" They thus produce
çÐ-pf,oJlûity fi-talics in the oriEil.tl-., u? **1Ì as
-.v.::æ--+ : _

ãñÇîtr*nt [italics in the oriçiinalJ (nr dis-
i Bourne n 1965: I 39 )

Riesman (tçgt ) suggested *hat the refærence qrcup

is becoming the most important sncializinE agent today'

Peopfe look tn thei¡: contemporaries fcr guidance and
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directicn; tn gain ãpprcval they adnpt Lhe valuen of these

,,siEnificant othets"r' Riesman has cal-led mndern man ttnthe:*

directed u " ccntrasting him lorith the I't'radition*directedu'

person whose i-ife is shaped by conformity tn traditisn and

the,,inner*directedrtpersûn whase life is shaped bv confnrm*

itytoabs,LractidealssuchasweatthttlhicharËimpì"anted

early in life bY his famil-Y"

VjithrespecttothetypeofreferenceglüUptÜt"Jhich

the individual J-ooks, Hartley hypnthesåzed that:

The greater the ccmpatibiJ"íty betv¡een the artic-
ulated values of, tha individual end the pefcu+uu.*

vaiues r:f the nÐr{r ç"oup, the mtrë l-íkely the indåvid-
ual is tn icc*pt tf * new grÜLiîr äs a Tef erænce grÐt-lp '
(HartJ-eY, 196t:181 l

The hypothesis was s'tatistJ-caity suppÜrted by research '

Becausethearticulatedva]-uesclfltheindividualgenËre].i5l

bear the inftuence sf his class positicnu it fnlJov¡s thai;

the referËnce groups tshich he is mnst likely ta accept are

those that f.a j-]. within his ovìjn social class. Snmetimes,'

however,thevalueswithwhichapeÏSÐnidentj-fíesaTBnnt

those of his social- class" IVlertnn and Laearsfel-d (t9SC:gf)

ref erred to this ÐccLlrlence as Itanticipatory socializatinil u 
uo

that is, taking on the non-membership group tÐ which one

aspires"Suchactivityinvolvesupuardmcbility;ther,ä1ue

orientationsnfthesocia}classintowhichaperstn\daS

bornmustbedisreEardedandthoseofthenexthiqherclass

must be adoPted,

A second explanation fcr the evolution of
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differentiaL va-lue systems by social rlass i-est,s Ð¡ì the

theory of Maslor*1s hierarchy cf needs, Maslor+ (tg¿:) pro*

posed a list of five basic needs which act as mot,ivators tc
human behavior, They þúete: physinlogical needs, safety

needs, social needs, esteem needsu and the need fnr setf*

actualization, ['laslc¡v,¡ thenrized that these needs äre rela-
ted tc Íln€ another in a hiera¡chical- order and each has'Ln

be satisfied in turn from the physJ-oì-oEical tn the sel-f,*

actual-ization need, f,loser examínation of each af these

needs suggests that there is a diffærentia.l- ability tr:

achieve the higher needs amÐng thnse ¡f different suciel

classes, For example, lre-1-an and Besner (tggf :l) found that
t'there are four distinctive themes pecuì-åar tn.l-or-¡er class

behavir:r u aJ-l apparently the result of a deprived u a1íenat,ed

conditions fatalism, orientation tn the present, authori-

tarianism, and conüreteness" ut It would appear that ç.¡hat is

considered desirabl-e tc each individualu that *¡hirh he val-

ues, depends a great deal rn what he has already attnined

and can take for granted" The same can be generalized fnr

the dif f erent social cl-asses because, as def ined u a soc j.al-

class is a collect,ivity of people experiencing similar rife

circumstences ø

RELATI0NSHIP BET\,ilEtN 50tIÅL CLA55 ANn
DI,./NERSHiP CIF CONSUMIR GÛODS

Martineau (tggS) reviewed the results nf studies



ctnducted by the Ç.bi-C.aEg-JÐLþ+¡tr- on sociaf cLass and its

manifestatinns in family buying pattetrns, It r"ras assumed in

the study that t'the values r,rhich dictate j udgments ahnut

actions, such äs the kinds nf objects whích ärE cansumed

and accumulated u r,uil-I vary by class level and the prËsence

or absence of vertical mobilitV,to (fvlartinEau, 1965:164)

,4I1 the evidence found that this diffe¡Ênce in value claes

exist; a rich man is not, ã poÐr rnan with money, but rath*r

each is an individual moulded by his nwí-r class membership,

Mcre specificall-v, t,he study shouçed that there was dsfånite:

ly a sûcial- class syst,em Ðperãting ín jihe ì-erge met,rnpcrì-itan

areas d Furthermore u there rrras a cJ.ose rela-Lianship betr*een

choice of store, patterns of spendingu communication

abi j-ity u and class membership, llith regard to spending o it

\{as found that a-I1 classes expressed a wil"l-ingness to spenri

for such concrete items aB a Dar and some appliances; whii-e

the lnwer cl.ass pe rsûns l'i mited themse-lves .{:o these types *f

goodso Lhe middle cl.ass persons also desired "experience-

centeredt' things such as hnbbies, TÊcreãtion, and travel"

,4tthough differences exis"L in the Ðwnership Df

cilnsumer goods the degree of differentiati¡n is narrowing

and becnming less distinct,

Gist and Fave {lgSA ) v,¡rnte that urbani sm and

industrial-ization have most often developed together and

brought with them changes in the system nf stratification

and power" \'dhere they ãre fnund there is usually ðn
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"i ncrease in thr miri dle cless and õ decrease in the size af

the unskilled urnrking cLassn Tn the Amerícan class system

duririg the past thirty to fcrty yearg there has been a sub*

stantial- increase in the number of urban r*orking class rsh¡

have adopted a I'middle classt'life style" Å rise ir: inccmes

and the shnrter rvork week have made this possibl-e, pres*

ently mãny of the working class oto ê ú have acquired the

consumer î needs t of midtJle classes: mÍrdern homæs and hcuse*

hnld equipmentu annueÌ vacatir:ns änd travel, ì_eisure-tåmr

activi'Liæs" and sü Ðr'ì. fi (Ëlst and Fava, 1güAz?-99)

Harber (lgzl:14û), in a simil-as vein, aaåd thet
t'in mcdern industrial. sncieties. d ð the dif,ferËncÐs bæ*

tto,een sr:cia.l c.lasses tend to be subti-e väriatinns frn e themr

rat,her than di.fferËnces in the themes themsel-ves, r' A high

standard of livinE all-or+s the avaítabiJ-ity of activities and

pnssessinns over a brnad range nf the sociel nl-ass struc*

ture, Barber cited ãs an examplæ the report nf S, St,ansfeld

SarEent whc r'rrote that while conducting research rn class

orientation in a t,ourn, it was discnvered that in ÐnB dis-

trict ", ø â it küas impassibi-e far the interviewer tc tetl,

from the exterior of the housen and in mãny cases frnm the

interior as wellu to which occupetinnal grcup a persrn

beJ-onged" !r {Sargentu 1953:25)

Reissman reported that sacial analysts such Ês

Riesrnan, VJhyte, and Spectorsky are of the opinion that:
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a moåu"; r:::=i:i:,.ä:lå.å::*l;:; :i";.i;:u:Ho*:ii:*
vices having essentiai-1y a middle class nha¡acter,
Ïhe l:¡oader distsåbution of mÕre income to formerj-y
lcrur income groupsg time paymentsu the pressure to
buyu and the move to Suburbia ð , ê e have hetped
this movement of cDnsumer equalization, Hame appJ-i*
ances e a home u and the tonl-s of ì-æisure, those
analysts have implied, are more ç.råthin the incame
renge and the motivationai focus ¡f," mùre peopì-e than
ever before, There has been a s*at,us leveJ"ing direct:
1y expressed in the unifr:rmity of cnnsumer purchasæs,
(Reissrnan , 1959 2329)

This unif ormity s ox st,andard packags, çsiäs alss

implied by Erobrn (t ggq:136 ) when she u¡rote that 'eall ciasses

may take for granted the pÐssÈssisn nf a basic set nf ccln*

sumes durables" At 1cr"¡ incnmes l-åttLe værieti-cn is prs-

såble u but at higher incÐmes f amilies shnr,* mÐre divers.ity

by social class in the amounts spent ein household durables"t'

This was further illustrated by VauEhn in her

f indings about the o\dnership nf u'wcrking qnncis'o r"¡hich she

defined as gnäds u'fcr hcuseha.Irì productir:n activities {

expected to be employed continr-Lously ðs their u se dictates

providing service to owners DVer a perinrl of timerlt i.e"

refrigerataro vacuum, food mixer, (VauEhn, i967:1û5) A

characteristic of the oìrsnership üf such goods is that once

an item is found tn be or¡.rned by one hundred percent nf the

families in rne class it is also owned by ali- the families

in the next higher classu The items ov;ned by Ðne hundred

percent of the lourer classes reprÊsent those Eoods consid-

ered to be necessities, They form the cere of the standard

package fcr they ãre found in the majority of homes,



Al-thnugh there is e'brend tov+ard conformity in'Lhe

types nf Eoorls purchased u sociaÌ class dåf f erences si:ill-

exist in terms of life styleg that, is, in the way the items

aræ arranEed, interpreted, and imbued r.:ith af f ect, Varicus

studies have bsen conducted whi-ch hav* reveeled the life

styles of several segments of American scciety, 0n the

basis nf these reports sðme infarmation can be gleaned as

to the patterns r:f nwnership ûf cünsumer gnodso

Rainr"¡eteru Cnl-nman e and Handel (1959 ) examåned the

persanality, wnrlcì, and life style af the t",nrking mãnrS

wif e" The r."rüykínE class u ås the authr:rs def ined ii, cÐn*

sists of'an aggregate af femil-ies in v¡hich *he heacj nf the

hnusehold is a blue c*ìlar r*c"rker" General-J"y these femi-ì-ies

live in neighbr:rhnods pnpulated by others of the sãme clãss,

It þias f ound that:

For workinE class hromenu the equipment inside
their f¡6¡¡ss"*jn the Llrãy of, applianr:es ar"ld furnitur'Ë-
takes ún a higher order of prioriì;y u than daes echier¡*
lnE an ex'Ler.icr appearance nf above ê\ieräge beauty"
0n $S,0û0 a year, tvorking class \rcmen would like tc
spend 35% mnre of it for appliances and furnitu¡e
than would middte class woment and ûn $7,Cn0. a year
they r"¡ould outspend the middl-e class by 11ü% g"
( Rainwater and othersu 1959:1 81 *82)

The r.ror.l-d of the r*orking class tiife revolves arcund

her home and housekeeping and, because her dai j-y lif e i.s

both busy and mDnntonous, õny labor savinE appliance has

special. appeel for heru This is especiatly true af' the

kitchen for a great deal nf her time is spent there, For

the working class r¡¡if e nevdness is asstciated with beauty;
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anything içhich increases ef ficiency is cons-i dered highly

desirable; and modernity tends to signify to her ", the

r¿hol-e wor'l d of better things which go arong with the middte-

status eccnomic ]if e in Americä o 
t' ( Rainvçater and others,

1959:195)

Reissman (t pSg ) revierçed the concl_usions of a

study conducted by Ktsanes and Reissman (lgsg) on class

differences in consurner behavior, The suburban l_oin,er class

r^räs found to have an almost insatiable demand for the whole

array of hone machinery and the middi-e cìass semplË seemed

tn f o1lsb, close behindo ïhere rq/ÉrË dif f erencËs, howeve::, in
the purchase motivation of the two gxÐups, For the fi:wer

status group, the goods symboJ-i zed the rvheels nf mobility

into the middle classu but the middl-e class gxrup bought

goods f or the'i-r utility and to maintain status,
tr/hyte (t9S7), investigating life in suburbia, found

patterns of inconspicucus cünsumption, The desire nf sub*

urbanites to tuf it in t' provided the pressure to conf orm to

the established standards of the community, To rise above

the standard was to flaunt onets well-beingu distinguishing

oneself from the group, and thus forfeiting membership,

There wereo howeveru some fashion leaders in the group who

could make subtle innovations without being chastised, The

ner* ínnovation, if a mate¡ial possession, rqras at f irst cilil-

sidered a luxul?y but as an increasing number of penple

purchased it and praised its indispensability it trame to be
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crnsidered a pert nf, the stendærdo

The standard referred tu in ihe above pãragraph is
rnûra accurateJ-y called the standasd nf living. The stenci*

ard of l"iving, as def ined by Gross an¡d crandaiJ- ( I qg¡ :4s ) ,
ttconsists of a pattern of cammaditiesu servicÊsu and satås:
facticns w¡hich a persún þ e, üonsiders , Ês so essËrì-

tiaL he wil-1 struggÌË to get Õr keep it ûr, íf r:nabrE tn dn

sr u will feel discnmfort, " campbetl ( I gag z I aJ further
explained that therestandard cf ]ivinq has nc* to do rqrith

things as suchu but, wiih än attitude nf mind tnward thånEs"

Mcst perpJ-e have 3 sanse, mÐïe ür iess ccnsci.ri-rsu nf tl¡s

material ihinEs and services whrch it is fit ænd prÐpe:r flur

them tn ha\re"'o rhis standard of livinE is great-ì"y influenned

by the effect of emulat,ion" As üross and Cranda-1.i- itg6::¿¿)
wroteo in t', ø o thæ cnnventionel- Arnerican standardç saLec*

tion is based on prestige, anr the importance r:f having and

doing rshat ot,hers dn, ê d n 
tt Fesides this set of Er:cds and

services which penpLe consider desirable, t,here is also the

set, of goods and services which they actuaJ-J-y possess 4 This

latter set comprises the -l,evel of livinE 
"

ln !ühyie e s research u the level- of i-iving in suburbia

had a tendency to uniformity and the rate of attainment cf

a higher standard of living was stifled by *he suburbanitesr

desire to conformn Nevertheless, as previously describedu

ners items weTe s-low1y introduced to the communit,y by fashinn

leaders and became a part of the desired package thereby



arF-'

32

causing the standard of living tD rise and event,uaily

raising the level n'fl ì-ivinE 
"

SUIiIMARY

Research conducted tc invest,íEate t,he ownership of

various items has coneistently founri ùliat srmË gnnds havæ ä

higher cwnership rate than others" Tlre actua-i- figures värV

from one study to annther due ta the presrficË nf many inter*

venång varj"ables but the stat,istics infer that süme gnocis

aTæ standard æquipment far the majority of penn-Le in the

NoEth American society,

0ne of the factors infi-uencing r"+hat penple übin is

the vaLues they hold, Values ärË ccncepts nf the desirable

which influence peopì-e in t,heir sel.ection of, varinus ends nf

action, The activity nf chr:nsing hnusehotd equipment in*

vnlves the use nf values, r¡uhether cnnscinuslSl r:: unùon-

sciously, to aid in decision making, Far exämple, Eivinç
t,ruo ìdomen an oppÐrtunity ta chnnse Ena el-ectrical- applianËa

each u the fj.rst might chonse rne rorhich satisf ied her desire

f or t"rork ef f iciency, The second wÐman u not being concerned

with time and energy crnservätion, might choose instead an

item which satisfies her desire fnr status, The items

chosen by the twa þrümen may c,r mãy not be ûne and the same

thing, This can occur because the items themselves do nnt

have inherent value but ratheru the b{omen project their
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vålues ilnt,Ð the j- Lems sr as tæ saa them as symboì-s of Era:
tificat,ion,

,4 second factor influencång what pecpl_æ elwr"¡ is

t,heir social ciass af f iliation " A social- ciaes is ã grcirF

of, penple with similar educabinnal" and ûccupatinnal back*

grounds r+ho tend ta .l-.ive in simil ar types nf neiEhbourhnsds

and have fairly cümmon attitudes and betiæfs about tire f,ac:

tors which aff ect thei.r liues, Tt fol-Lo,*"rs then, that pecpJ.e

of each e-l-ass have simil-ar conceptirns of r,-:hat, is impc::tant

to them and these cünËepts CIf the desiræhïe u Dï va.l.ues u

dif f er some what f rnm Ðna class *c enather" I f , ãs hne L:eeí-¡

stated u values inf LuËnce the selectinn among Enods ar"rd Enc-

ial c-lass ir'¡f IuencËs the va j ues hel_d, then it mey be cün*

cl-uded that there is a difference in obrnership rf, gonds by

social cIass, This cÐnclusion has been supported by

researclr but, mÐre recantly, it has been fcunC that the

degree of difference is becr:mínE narrclq'e.r and less distinct

due tn such factors as an increased income to previcusì-5i Ic'¿¡

income qroupse the advent nf time payment plansu and a trenci

tov'rard suburbon living,

The resul.ts nf this increasinq similærity amüng

social classes has led some eut,hors to state that cÐnsumer

pai'Lerns j.n the North Amerícan society are m¡¡,¡ing tnv¡ar-ds a

standard package nf goods and serr¡ices having Ën essentialtSr

middle cl-ass character, Although a few l*riters have attemp*

ted to describe sÐma items in the packaEeo the ownarship of
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spBtrified electrical-

standard package has

har,¡sehoLd items fcr

nrt heen repnrt,ed"

íncJ-usian i.ri the



ehantær 3

t'1[ 1'H ün 0L t ü y

] IlTRODUCTT ON

Ïhe data f cr this research !{eïa col.I ected by meêns

of a questinnnaire mailed tn a rancjsm sample sf Metrn*

polítan ldinnipeg hcmemakers, A further description cif the

methodolngy emplo;ved is discussed under the headinEs cf:

subj ec ts, questionnaire, pretestång e prücedure , änd steti=*'
*ical analysis.

SUHJI ti"5

The research sample consisted cf ùhree hundred and

seventy*firre homemakers in MetraFol-itan \dinnipeg, The sub-

j ects iÂrere chosen randomly f rnm the l_l*.¡-dsr:s.lln jSi_Dj-g_ee g_c)-ðS_ -pi

Metropoiitan i^Jinnipeg {1971 ), To æl-iminate the pnssihiritv

of gettinq single women in the sample, nnly thcse cases

where the rçcman r s name appeared beside a man ! s, l"Ðï exampì_e,

Doeu John (Mary)r laboreru 1ûCI Main 5t,, brere considered

eJ.i gible,

Since the Directory tists ûccupa.bion u the nãmes

chosen werE separated into stretified grúups accnrdir-rg tn

the cccupatinnal classification of McGuire and ldhite (tqss)

using this one crite¡inn as an estimatnr of sncial classu

35
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namtss b{erg

five peopLe

chcsen un*cil- the re

in each nf t,he fi-

wËrË approxime tely sevent.y*

va si-asses,

QUT5TT DNNAI RT

The qurstinnnaire crnsisted cf three instruments:
one ta yieJ"d an inventory nf, el-ectricat househnld Eands,

anather to ascertain valr¡e associætinns for these gnnds u and

a third 'ba mÊäsure sac.i al. class,

-l-nue¡*-Ers-.r-f -11..ç-u*ç-e-h-ç-l-d---ç-E*ç-d-p

Tc gEt infnrmation Ðn the inventer3r nf cÐnsLrmer

hausehol-d etertrical gocds the subjects rqre're prnvided uçåth ä

compÌete list nf items together with instructinns to indi-
cate their oÈdnership ûf specific it,ems, This method insured

fewer omissions fram the invæntory; it limited the range of
items to those desired by the researcherg nnd it fiNed.uhe

nrder in u'hich the items r{Bre i.isted for simp,l-ifåcati¡:rr n.i

codinE and analysís,

Ïhe items chcrsen for the list had tn fit the defí*
nition of a househnld electrical goods as previousLy stated"
I n an attempt -bo make the tist at-l-*incf usive, equipment, text
books, calualngues u end al--l- mennar of magõzines weræ scanned

to dÍscover items which might be incf¡-rrjed, 0f perticular

heJ-p in this äreã were the pamphlets and the book repcrting
the resul"ts of market research done for llo¡iegu_E_fld_e. (j gTl )

magãzine orì the subject nf retail expenditures"
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-V-a* l- U_e *,Q s_.s n:ç i .a_t i-r_ n

The instrument to ascËrtain ihe vefues associatecf

with ùìrrnership Ðf particular it,ems w-as develaped after an

examinatinn af the re.levant literature, AlthouEh several
value*prc,fil-e i"nstruments have been developed (A1ì-port,

vernonu and Lindzey, lgTt; Kohrmann, 1g61) and varicus DÉl-*

sons have devised velue-mea6uremænt scal-es foy their ür"Jn

research topics (Beyer, 1959; Nesbitt, Xg66), ncrna rr.re5

dírectJ-y appl-iceble tn the present lesearch desiEn"

Af ter reeding the literatu::e, six val_ues ï-.JeïË

chnsen "f nr investigatånn: aes-È;hetåcs u Ëcünnmy, hea-t,.Lh,

status, lçork æfficiencyu and wnrkmænship, fhnice rested
primariJ"y crn their applicabiJ-ity *o Ëünsumer goeids and the

fact i:hat their pruminÈnce in the val-ure l_istångs of vs::inus

authnrs suggests that they arË re.l-ativeJ-y wi.de-ry hetd,

Eased ün the def initions as given on pãEe 3 u a desc.rip-tivr

statement was develnpæd for each val"ue,

aesthetícs )

economy )

health )

( status )

(work efficiency)

( workmanship )

This item -Innks nice in my homr"

This item helps me tn save menayd

This item contributes ta my
f anily u s health and r-iel-i--beinE 

"

I-his item provides satisfactinn
to me l:ecause most of my friendn
have one cr tr am the first amüng
my f¡iends to harye 0ned

This item enables me tn save tíme
and energy"

This item allows me to do a better
job than I coul-d do ru¡íthout it.
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These stat'ements ï\,erÊ risted in randcm nrde¡ with
the f oJ-lowing instructions:

In corumn II beside the items for which ysu haveindicated o',"¡nershipu pJ-ace the number cf thestatement which b*S.t__de_ÐçÆ;þ_ç_E how you f eel- eboutthe item, fven îîyou do not, pËrsûnelly use theitemu i,E" mËrìrs erectr-i-c shaue.ru pi-eæså inc.ricate
how y_o_u_ f eel about it"

5-qqi el-. -Ç,la-s.ç

ihe instrument chosen to measuïe sncia] cress viias

the l¡:d-e¡---ç*f Sp'ci-e-t-.-5.te-t--q_s deveJ-opecl by McGuire end \dhite
(19SS) as an adaptat,i¡r-r of biarnÐ:res {lgAg) -.I*nd,e.x_ q*_t] S_-téJ-u-B_

-Çh:a,äa,c'.È-e-r-i*s."i.-í_Ç*s_" îhe index uses a cambinatinn Ðì" ratings
f rom three sca-les based ün ÐcÊupation, sD.urËe of inccme, ¡*¡.1

education" fach cf ihe ratings is then multipr.åed by ð

given weight and the products ðre summed to get a t¿tat in*
dex scorË, This scÐrts is then interpret,ed as a sncial cl_ass

position, McGuire and !ühite {t9S5:Z) have stated that ,,n

the r ss shoç,rs a f ai-rly high cûrrespÐndence ta the I St and

status placements usuaJ-1y Êre corroborated by intervier"*
data, nr

Besides the data necessarji tc compute socia-1 cì"ass 
u

other types of personal and situat,innal infnrma*ion we¡e

gathered" The items faì-ling intn t,hås latter cateEûry L.rEïÊ:

number ûf yeärs married, ages of children, number cf pec-.pl.e

in the hcme, emplnymenur of the hnmemekær, and -Lhe tSrpe of
residence, fach of these facùors cculd affect the types of

Ecods owned and therefnrË constituted desirabl_e data,
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Furthermtre e sue h data as the ãges r:f the children ailcu;eej

the classification of the respondents intc life cycle stages

which is anothËr bray af examining Ðþrnership nf electrical

househald Eoads "

The fami ly rife cycle scheme used in this research

h"ras devised by Duvall- (1957 ) " The delineatinn of her ej.qht

stage cycìe is based nn the aEB of the oldest chitd because,

as she vurote: "o ê ë a famil5r gr€lrds through a given stagæ

wit,h its o-l"dest child u and in ä sense 1ræpeats ? es suh*

sequent chii,dren cümÊ a.long,o' (üuvall-, ,ì957:9) ,{ nin.Lh

e ateEcry was aelded tc the lif e cycJ-e stagËs f cr three fam-i -
lies whn ciid nn"L ccrnf orm to Duvall e s outline u f nr exnmple 

u

cauples married mor€ tlran f i ve years, wåthor.rt chil-dren,

PfiTTE5T5

Ï nitialj.y, it þras thouEht that a vaiue scale based

tn stat,us cnul-rj L¡e deveJ-oped fsr tire væ1ue assaciatinn

aspect of the îesearch, Ta this er-ld, f ive statemrnts warË

given to ten faculty members of the FacuLty of Home fcnnom*

ics with instructinns tn rani< the statements from l-¡u,¡ tæ

high status n Since there \^Jas nû ðgïÊement in the ranking u

the statements t^JerB used aEain in ä müre extensåve test tc

fifty rqJDmen working as support, staff at the University af

Manitoba" ÏhE results of this test aqain shci*ed no agîee-

ment in ranking the stat,us statements hut the rest nf the
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questionnãire kras f ound ts be rpe-rable, Beceuse of 't,he

failure to produce a status*oriented value instrument,u j_t

t'Jas decided that the six previously described values u*ou1d

i:e used, A third p-retest vdas Eiven to ti+en.t¡r rdÐinÊn t,c"ùes-L

the clarity of instructinns for the use cl the six differeri-L

value statements. The status-oriented s'Latements used ån

the first two pret,ests and the fineï q"estinnnaire tnEether

rvith its instruction sheet ari d cover l-etter ãrÐ fnur:d ir-r

Appendix A 
"

FROTIDU RN

The questinnnaire, together r.rith an intrr:ductarSr

letter, instructinn sheetu and a stampedu self*aridressed

return enveJ-ope, \¡iäs mailed ta three hundred and severi ty*

fi-ve homemakers, Tr'n weeks later a reminder card þias sent

tn Ëveryûne, and af ter threæ weeks a tel-ephnr"¡e ca]1" was made

tn ali those ruhc had not returned the questiorinaire"

5ÏAÏi 5Ti CAL ANALYsT 5

The data col-tected freim the returned questionna;i_res

were coded and transferred onto key-punched cnmputer caïdsu

The frequenc!r nf or¡dnership of each iiem by each of the six

variables and the value assncietions fnr gcods j.n the

standard package wære determined by the use nf a card snrt,er.

chi square test,s u",era then done to determine the significence
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af the findinEs,

Fnr hypothesis 1a ) , a l x2 cant,ingency table h,as

employed using observed and expected frequencies af obçner*

ship,

For hypathæses 1b) and 3a)",,e), 2x& cnn*inEency

tables werÈ used to determine if there was õny signii"icannæ
in the::ate of, ûþinership of the individual_ items by -Lhe såN

varíables, Wheræ significance þrãs f,oundu fu¡rther chi siluarË

tests r{ere done using zxz contingenry tab}es and the yates

rnr::rctj-nn factnr tn üümFãre the Ðwnership üf gncds b,etu,¡nnn

paired cæteguries ü"r. earh nf the variables,
Fnr hypcltheses 2e ) and zb ) , where valuÐ ðssccåati¡r.¡s

fcr itæms in the s'ùandard packegæ"e-eïe examined an the basis
af social class, chi squaïe tests nf siEnif icancË were dnr-¡e

using 2xR tab j-es, [dhere siEnif icance r¡ras f ound u f'urther
chi squêre tests Ìdeïe donæ using zxz ccntingency tables and

the Yates correction factr:r tn rcmpare the val-ue assncia*
tir:ns for each of the items between paíred classes,
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Chapter ¿1

FI NDi NG5

ÏNTRONUTTTNN

The findings of this research äre presented in the
f nl'l cu*ing order: description of the sampJ_e, the standard
package "i tenrized u oL{r'¡Ë}rship ûf spec.ï fied eL.ect,rica-i house*.

hold gocds by socia-l- nf ass, varue ãssocåat.ior.'.s f ur gaads in
the st'andard package by social rlass u and ürdnership üf

specífied electricaì household gnods by family li.i"e cycre

stage u number of yËãTs married u empla5rment cf .jihe hnmemaker,

typr cf residence u and tire nunrber of peapre in .Lhe hcme,

Nf 5TR] PTI t]N Of THT 5A}4PLr

0f the initial three hundred and seventy*fj_ve

qutsstionnaires maiLed cuLn two hundred and twæniy-onæ Ðï

58,9 percent biÐr'e r:ecovered. For various reasons ir"renty*

ûne of these cnuld not be used and thus the analysis nf cjata

rested Ðn a revier,* of two hundred qt-restionnaires r,*hich rep-
resented 53,3 percerrt af the tatal sample,

Using the mode as a basis of cansidesatirnu the

sampJ-e could generally be describecl ås predominantiy -Lor,ver

middle class u in the ttf'amities urith +-eenagerstt stage cf
the life cycJ-e, maïried ten tc nineteen ysarso with a
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non-employed homemakero living ín their obin home, r",,ith a

range of five to nine people in the househoid,

A more comprehensir,¿e description of the sample,

with regard to the six variables investigated, can be fcund

in Tables 2.1 to 2"6" This series of tabr-es presents the

number of persons in each category of the variableso the

percentage fígure for each gïoup e and the avaîage number of'

goods wh.ich each family in that category or".ned"

ÏHT sTANÐA RÐ PACK,qGI

0f the sixty*three el-ectrical_ household goocis

listed on the quËstionnaireu onJ_y the clothes brush had

zerû ordnership, ,{dditions to the j_ist u suggested by the

respondents included an electric bun !4/armeîe bottle warmEr,

vegetabJ-e shredderu egg cookeru hair clippers, combu rug

shampooeru and a vibrating mattress pad, Since Õtt/nership Df

these items ranged only from , 5 to 1 , 5 percent u they wÊïe

not' included in further statistical analysis, rhe percent*

age ownership for the other items i-isted on the question*

naire varied from a low of 2 percent for the fcndue and the

FM radiou to a high of 100 percent fnr the refrigerator and

range. The rates of ownership fr:r these electrícal house-

hold goods are set forth in Teble 3,1 in descending order of
orornership proportion " I n the case of the washing machine,

radio, te-l-evision, and record pj-ayer where a varj_ety of
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Ia'n1e 2"1

ilescription of ihe Sample by Soci aI fl ass
I'l-"nn'"-a-uu

[,1a s s NJumber Pe rcenia ge
,Average Number of

Goods ûwned

uppeï
uppeT niddle
loner middle
upper l.ower
lclver lower

(u)
(UFI)

(rN I

(UL )

(LL }

_1 n

1q

DÛ

56

29

5 r ü,q"

19,5
33,0
78 ^tJ

14,5

)ç c

17q

)Å a

2?"2

-f 
-L1- I I

Desca'i ption of the Samp1e by l'amily Lif e Cyr:1e Stage
l'l=2¡¡

Stag e Number Perr:entage
Ave::age Number u"f

üoods Dwned

beginning
childbeari ng

and preschool
schocl- chifdren
teenagers
launching
middle yeers
aginq
non-conforminq

14

1B

34

Jf

JI

23

B

11

ta

¿t

LÚ

LJ

2t)
'') t(.- L

7 "O/* 22"1

g,ü

17.ü
)7q
{Q (
lU,J

II,:

4n
trÊJ, J

5

I

4

4

1

b

6
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Description ¡f"the Sampte by Number of Years lTarried
N=2ÜÛ

Yea::s þl arried Number Percen-tage
Average Nu,'nbel af

Goods Dr":ned

üne io fou::
five to nine
ten tc nineteen
twenty tr¡ -Lweniy*nine

thirty ta thirty*n'i ne

fort_v ûr rnûrû

?n

17

,¡
ÐtJ

23

I

1ü"U?¿
oÈtJ" J

3ü" ü

ì1,5

¿.J.3

'li¡ i

ì1 1
¿_ J é tl

Table 2,4

Desc¡iption of -bhe Sarnpie by fmploynent rro ihe Homemaker:
fiJ= 2 ¡¡

fmployrnent Status Number Perrentage
Average i\umÌ:e¡: u{r

Goods Owned

ful-Ì time
regular part time
occasional part ti¡re
non-empJ-oyed

47

17
1lt

ttl

tJ " a|'t

u.J

12,ü
56, û

)ao
.1 r d
ZJ " I

24"5
1/1 È,
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Description sf the

Table 2, 5

Sample by Typ" cf Residence
N=2üü

Numher Percenrtage
AveraEe Number rrf

Goocls Ownedflesidence

hnuse cu"'ned

house rentsd
apa rtme n t

l bJ
.1 q

¿L)

82,5y"
7C

10"n

26, û

¿J " J

¿l "¿+

Table 2,6

Ðæscription of thæ Sampì-r by Number nf FenpJ-e ín the Hcme
N*2ÛÛ

Average Number of
Number in the Home Number PercentaEe Goods üwned

tws
three
four
fåve tc nine

q?
JJ

{{

53

61

26,5f"
16 "5
)Ã q

3ü,5

26,ü
24 "4
26,4
¿t3"o
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Tab-l-e 3, 1

Ownership of Goods by the Total_ Sample

Item Ownership I tem Ownersh::

refrigerator
range
va cuu m

íron
toast er
some television
some washer
some radio
clock
kettl-e
some record pJ-ayer
fry pan

floor polisher
sewing machine
food mixe¡
hair dryer
men I s shave¡

cl-othes dryer 7A,O
automatic washer 65. 0
b and w console television 6S,0
coffee percoJ.ator 60,0
stereo consoÌe or components 58.5
f¡eezer 55.0
AM-FM radi-o 53.s
fan A7.O
heating pad

portable ¡eco¡d player
stearn vaporizer
AM radio
blender
knife
ladies I shaver
tape recorder

deep fat fryer 3S.5iå
waffl-e i¡on 3g.0
b and w porteble television j6,O
heate¡ 3ó.0
can opener 27,s
wringer washe¡ Z7.s
AIl-Fl"l clock ¡adio 25.5
AM clock racjio 25.0
bl-anket 24 "O
colou¡ consol-e teLevision 23.5
can openeÌ,/knífe sharpener 23,0
hair cu¡le¡s ZZ,O
toothbrush 2û. 0
dishwasher 1 e.0
griddì.e 15.5
humidifier 1 5.5'
broiler 1 d.5
corn popper 1 3. 0

food vraste dj.sposer 13.0
scissors 1Z.s
hot tray 1Z.O
knife sharpener 1Z,O
colour porteble tel-evision 9.0
makeup mir¡or B. s
body massager 7,O
air conditioner
shoe polisher
faciaf sauna
spin dry rvasher
counter top oven
combination wash er,/clryer
fon du e

FM ¡adio

7.O
6.0
5.5
5.5
4.f,

3.5
2.O

2.O

100.o%

100,0
99.5
98.5
97 .5
97.O

96" s

9s.0
91,s
BB.O

85.5
83.0
82" 5

79 "t
78. 0

7B,O

76,o

46.s
44 ,5
43.5
42,5
42.5
42.5
41 .5
40.5
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mode-ls we.re specifÍed rn the quest,åcnnaire u a composite

figure is arso given which yields the svera-l-i ownership rate
for that type nf goods, For exampleu whereas 44,5 percent

of the families had ã pcrtable record ptayer anc sB.s psr-
cent had a st,eren ccnsol-e or: compûnents n the põrcentaEe cf
families with some type of record playing equi-nment wãs

85" 5 percent,

Fnr the purpûse of makinE a comparissn with the

stetj"stics given in Table 3.1u the rrqrnÐrship rates f¡y the

specified electricai hr:usehold Ennds by the lorryer mirldj_e and

upper middi-e classes rdere cc¡mbåned to yieJ-d e crmpositæ

figure for ownÊrship by the middlæ cr-ass ãs a nhnl_e, Thesæ

f iEures are presented in Tab.l"e 3, Z.

ïf the standard package was to be ceinsidered Ðs "a
minimum set of goods cDmmon to alt househol-ds, 'o then nrrì_y ¿l

refrigerator and a range could be included Therefore. in
nrder to make the cancept more meanj-nçfulo it hras nacËssõrv

to Lor'.rer the oh,nership prDportion at which goods nright be

considered as a part sf the standard package, vJhen T5 per-

cent oL"inership rdss used to qualJ-fy an itern for inclusion j-n

the package there r{ere sBVenteen items, J_isted in Tab j_e J o 1 u

which satisfied this requiremen'1" The chr:Íce af 1s percent

as the cut off point for the inclusion of Eoods in the

siandard package !{as an arbiträry rne e but aRe v,¡hich

appeared to be an indicator of a majority or¡/nership rate
0n the other handu if the standard package h/ere to be
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l

Tabl e 3 "Z

Ownership of Goods by the Middle Cl_ass

Item Ownership I tem Cv¡ner::ii:r

refri g erator
range
some television
xre cu um

iron
some radio
toaster
clock
kettle
some record p-layer
floor polisher
fry pan

food mixer
hair dryer
clothes dryer
automatic washer
sewing rnachine

blendet 4't.ì',"
deep fat f ryer '|D.D
tape recorrJer 39.0
heate¡ 33.3
colour consol-e teLevision 3C.5
AF1-F|'{ clock ¡adio 29.5
blanket 21,6
AM clock radio 26.1
dishwashe¡ 24,9
can opéner /knife sharpener 21 .g
can opener 21,O
toothbrush 21 ,O

hunidifi e¡ ZD.A
griddle 1 B, 1

broiler 17 .1
food v¡aste dispcser 1 6,2
hot tray 16.2
knife sharpener 1 5.2
scisso¡s 1 5,2
corn popper , 1 4, 3

wringer washer 12.4
makeup mirror 11,4
colour portabÌe tel-evision I .6
air conditioner 6,1
body massager 6,7
faciaL. sauna 5,1
shoe polisher 5.7
spin dry washer 5"7
counter top oven 3.8
fondue 2.9
FM radio 2,9
combination washer/dryer 1 ,9

1 00. 0%

100.0
99,O

99.t
98. 1

98, 1

91 .1
ÕÀ a

90. s

Bs.7
84, B

82,9
81.0 ¡
81.0
7g,o
78. 1

7 6,2

men I s shave¡
coffee percolator
stereo console or components
All-FM ¡adio
b and w conso-le television
b and w portabJ-e tel-evision
f¡eezer
knife
fan
l-adies t shave¡
heating pad

steam vaporizer
portable record player
v¡affle iron
AM ¡adio

72.4
66,7
61 .0
s9.0
59,0
51 ,4
5't ,4
51.4
47 .6
44.8
42.9
42,9
41.9
41,9
41.0



5ü

cansidered aetta'nroader set of gooci s commÐn tcr the middte

majority households" (in this case the goods oçvrred by the

combined .rower middl-e and upper middf,e classes ) , then the

items to be included \srËre those seventeen items Listeri irr

Tabf e 3, 2 with o\Âinership prrport,inns rangJ.ng f ram 7s to i tn
percent 

"

l{hether cnnsideríng the package as the set af gnods

owned by 75 to 1üû percent of the tatat sampia ür the set

of gcods ru¡næd by 75 percent oï müre nf the måddle cJ-ass n

the items incl-uded weïË larEeJ-y the samÐ, The exceptions

lay in 'the addition of the clothes dryer, the deletåc¡"¡ nf

the ments shaver, and the specJ-ficaticn of an automatic

clothes uiasher in the package nwned by the middle class.
The similarity of the two packãgËs supported the genera-l-

hypothesis upon urhÍch the study rcrss based*that there arÉ

some e-i-ectríca1 househoid gcnds which are oi.¡ned by t,he

majority cf people regãrdless of their s¡cj.al class posi"-

tion 
"

CI\,dNTR5HT P OF GDCID5 EY SOTi AL ILA55

Ihe frequencies of

electrical househol-d goods

Table 4 
"

l"Jith regarci to ihe

cl-ass and t he ouvnership of

thesis h¡as proposed:

ownership Õf the

by sociai cl-ass

specifi ed

are presented in

relationship between sacial

goods, the following nuLl- hypo-
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I tem

Tab1e 4

0wnership of Electrical HousehoLd Goocls
by Social- Cl_ass

Class

N=29 N=56 i\=Òlr N=3t r!=10

ur'1LMULLL

I,"Á

sewing machine

sci åsors
shoe poLisher
body rnassager

steaw vaporizer
blank et
heati.nE pad

facial sêuna
makeup mirror
hair dryer
hair curLers
toothbrus h

men ¡s shaver
ladies t shave¡
clock
hea te ¡
air conditione¡
humidi fi e r
fan
i¡on
vacuum

floo¡ polisher
food waste disposer
coffee percolator
k e tttre
knife
can opener /knífe

sharpener
can opener
knife sharpener
fry pan or skiLLet
deep fat fryer
broi'l er
griddLe

16 28.6 15

15 26,8 1B

6 10,7 10

¿B 85.7 s3

22 39. 3 24

s 8.9 9

9 16.1 10

22"7 B 20.5
27"3 14 35,9
15.2 6 15.4
BD.3 34 37,2
36.4 1B 46.2
13 .6 9 23,1

15.2 9 23,1

25

2

1

2

10

2

14

I

2

21

5

1

25

12

26

11

2

J

17

29

29

22

0

17

?3

1

õ

1

5

2B

11

30

4

a

9

9

44

21

50

20

2

5

23

55

56

46

3

27

50

19

4t1

10

4

b

27

16

¿b

4

b

51

17

12

47

32

62

24

4

12

32

64

6s
Êc

6

43

59

37

-71 -7

l)"¿

6,1

9.1
40 .9
1Á I

39 .4
b,1

9,1

77 ,3
25 ,8
18.2

71 .2
,ó c

93,9
36.4
6,1

1B "2
48.5
97.O
oa E

87 .9
9.1

65 .2
89 .4
s6.1

32

6

2

1

1B

IJ

19

2

6

34

a)

10

29
{trIJ

JI

tt

3

9

1B

39

39

J¡

11

27

36

17

86.2
6,e
3.4
6.9

34. 5

6,9
48,3
3,4
6"9

72"4
17 "2
3,4

éð. ¿

41 "4
89 .7
37 "9
6,9

10.3
58. 6

I 00.0
100.0

7 5,9
0.0

sB. 6

79 .3
24 .1

s0.4
10.7
5,4
8.9

50, 0

19 .6
53. 6

7.1
5"4

7 6.e
16,1

16 .1
-78.6

37.5
89.3

35,7
3.6
8.9

41.1

9B .2
100.0

82.1

5.4
aB .2
89.3
33.9

af I

15,4

5.1

2,6
46,2
11 1

48.7

B7 ,2
3û. B

25,6
14 .4
38. 5

94.9
2ð ,2
7.7

23 .1

46.2
100.0
1C0.0

79 .5
28 ,2
69.2
9 2.3
43.6

2a n

10.0
¿J.'J

0.0
40.0
6û.c
40.0
0.0
0.0

70. 0

1B.C

e0.0
70, 0

30.0
t0. 0

6u.!
30. c

2C. 0

40.c
1C0.0

100.0
60. 0

60. 0

60. 0

80. 0

50. 0

I
1

2

0

A

b

4

0

0

7

I

B

7

?

E

6

3

2

4

10

10

B

b

6

B

5

4 13.8
6 20,7
1 3.4

24 82.8

7 24.1
2 6.9
1 3.4

3 30.û
2 20.C

1 10.C
B t0.0
6 60.0
4 4t,A
2 20.O
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--Tabl-e 4 (continued)-*

Class

Item LL

N-- 29 r\=5ô l!=t¡tt N=39 N=10

t

Uu14LTÍUL

waffle iron
toaste¡
counter top oven

corn poPper
fondue
food mixer
b J,end e r
hot tray
clothes dryer
combination

washer,/drye::
wringer washe¡
spin dry washe¡
auton¡atic washer
dishwashe¡
f¡ee ze¡
refrigerator
range
AM-F14 clock radio
Altl clock ¡adio
Al'l-Fl.l radio
API ¡adio
FM ¡adio
b and w consoLe

teLevision
b and w portable

te.Ievision
colour console

televisicn
colour portable
. television

portabJ,e record
player

stereo consol-e o¡
components

tape recorder

27 48"2 30

16 24,2 16

7.6

45.5

5 17.2
29 1 00.0
1 3.4
1 3"4
0 0.0

1 B 62,1

B 27,6
1 3.4

16 55,1

24 42,9
54 96,4
2 3.6
B 14.3
0 0.0

44 78,6
28 50.0
3 5.4

40 71.4

25 31.9
65 9B.s
2 3,O

B 12,1

1 1,5
52 78, B

25 37 ,9
7 ' 10.'6

49 74,2

19 48.7
37 9a.9
2 5.1

7 17.9

2 5,1

33 84 .6
1 B A6,2

10 25"6
34 e7.2

1iì ¡

1 Í13. 3

20. 0

2A.D

10.0
on n

50.0
30,0
90, 0

10.0
0.0

10.0
90.3
60.0
7ñ ñ

100.0
100.c

3U. 0

20. 0

60. 0

10.0
0,0

30. 0

70. 0

30,0

40" 0

40.0

80. 0

6o. o

3

10

2

2

1

9

6

J

9

I
J

1B

1

10

0

18
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'i , There wilT be nÕ signifåcant differenües
in the nwnership nf spæcífied electrical
househald qoods:
a) within Jach socíal cfass
b ) between social classes

Hypothesis 1a) was rejected for silme goods and

accept,ed f or others, Ru j ecticn indicated that the item rruas

predominani:ly owned Ðr not owned by members of the sncial

class; acËepiance åndicaied that the rate of oi¡rnership and

non*owne::ship approached equalåty v,iithin the ciass, Table S

gives the levers at urhich the differences between the rate

of ownersh.ip and nDn*ornrrìership fnr individuai- items k/€r:Ë

fau¡-ld tn be si-gr:iflicant in specified cl-asses, A blank space

in the table indicat,es nD sígnificarrt díffære¡'rce between

owne.rship and nrn-.ordnE rship nf, that item by the specif ied

social class and these \¡/ere the Eonds fo¡ which the nul-]

hypothesis vr,as accepted,

Most of the it,ems had a drminant pat-lern üf clþrneï*

ship or non-ohrnership within a class and this could be a

resul-t of what !Jhyte (tgSf) has called 'oinconspicuous {:rn:

sumptiofl, tt the desire by members of a group, or c,l-ass, to

conform tc some soci-aJ-Iy det,ermined standard of cnnsumptinn,

Hypoi:hesis 1b ) was rej ected at the , üü'l Level- nf

significance for the food waste disposeru wringEr ïdashern

autnmatic idasher, and dishl+asher; re jected at , ti for the

ei"ectric blanket, toothbrush u hot t::ay brarmÐr, black and

white console television, colour console tetevision, änd the

col,.aur portable tæl-evision; and rej ected at , ü5 f or the
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ïabl_e s

- Ownership and Non-ownership of Goods ldithin EachSocial CIass by Level_ of Significance

I tem SociaI Class

LL LJ iJIL ¡'iULD+

sewinE machine

scisso rs
shoe polisher
body nrassage r
steam vapori zer
electric bLanket
heating pad

facial sauna
makeup mirror
hair dryer
hai¡ curlers
elect¡ic tocthbrush
men I s shave¡
ladies I shaver
clock
heate¡
air conditioner
humidifie¡
fan
iron
VACUUM

fLoor polisher
food lv¿ste disposer
coffee percolator
kettle
el-ectric knife
can opener /knife

sharpener
can opener
knife sharpener
fry pan

deep fat fryer
b¡oile¡
griddle

,001 +

.001

,001

" 
001

" 
001

.001

. 001

,05 +

" 
001

" 001

"001 +

.001 +

"00r
" 

001

.001 +

. 001 -!

"O1 +

, 001

.01

.01

" 
001

,01

,001

,001

.01

,001

,001

.001 +

"001

" 001

" 001

" 001

" 001

, 001

" 001

.001

" 001

,001

.0q1 +

" 05

" 001

, 001

.001 +

"001 +

.001 +

. 001

" 001

"05

.01

, 001

.001

" 
001

.001 +

.0Ot

" 001

. 001

, 001

" 001

,001

"001 t
.0p1

" 
001

.001 +

"001 +

.05

. 001

" 00't

.001 +

,001 +

" 
00'1 +

" 001

.05 +

.001

" 001

"00r
. 001

.001 +

.05
nnl

" 001

,001 +

. IJLJ I

" 001

ôt

. 001

" 001

nñ1

.05

.01

.01 +

,001 +

nl

. 001
nn {

,001 +

.001 +

.001 +

"01

"05 +

"001 +

. 001

.001

.001 +

. 001

.00'l

+

+

nq

"01
.01

.05

.01

,01

+

+

+

+

,05

, 001

, 001

indicates a tendency towards
ownership
indicates a tendency towa¡ds
no n-own e rs hi p

*Di¡ection of significance:
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--ïab1e 5 (continued)--

!tem Social Class

u14LMULLL

waffLe iron
toaster
counter top oven

corn poPPer

electric fondue
food mixe¡
blende r
hot tray !'rarmer

cLothes dryer
combination

wash e¡,/d¡ye ¡
wringer washe¡
spin dry washer
automatic washer
di shwas her
f¡ee ze ¡
refrigerator
rang e

A14-FM clock radio
AM clock radio
Al.1-FM ¡adio
At4 radio
FM radio
b and w consol-e

tel- evision
b and w portable

television
colour consoLe

teÌ evisi on

colour portable
tel-evision

portabJ-e record
player

ste¡eo conso]-e or
components

tape recorder

" 
001

.001 +

, 001

" 
001

" 
001

.05
,001

.001

,001

.001

.001

,001
. 001

"01

. 001

" 001

.001

.001 +

"001 +

" 001

. 001

.001

" 001

. 001

" 001

" 001

. 001

,01

, 001

,001 +

.05

.001

.001

+ .00'i
_ .001

- " 
0t1
ñn ¡

- . LJU I

+ "001

,01

, 001

" 001

. 001

,001

, 001

,001

" 
001

,01

" 001

" 05

. 001

" 001

. 001

" û01

, 001

.05

. 001

.001

. 001

,001

" 001

,001

" 001

" 
001

" 
001

"01
.001

,u1 
,

.001

"05

nr

++

+

nÊ

+

+

+

+

+

f

.05

.05

"01
.05

"05

+ . 001

.001

,05
.01" 

001

.01

. 001

.001

"00i

.001

.001

" 
001

.01
" 

05

.01
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eiectric knifeu AM radica and the steren, For atl of these

goods there was a significant ciifferænce in thsir rate cË

ownership between the social classeso fonversely, there

uras no significant difference between the cl-assæs in the

Ðrx,nËrship Df al-l the ot,her ìtems listed on the ques'cicnr:airæ

and, thus, hypnthesis 1b) was accepted for these,

Further chi squðre tests \q?erÊ done Ðn those items

t*hich shoured siEnif icence j.n clkJnership by sncial ciass,

Table 6l-ists these items anci åndicates the level et lvhich

the differer¡ca in the rate af Ðhinarship between each r:f the

paired classes r'vas found to bn såEnifican'{:,

Considerirrg Table 6, Ín the comparison of the

r:wnership of the fcod waste dispnser, aut¡matic wãsheru

dishwasheru electric blanket u toothbrush u hot tray \4rðrmËr,

cnl-our ccnsole teievisionu coì-outr portable televisionu elec-

tric knifeu and the stereou the higher ownership p::nportion

consistently fe1I in the higher nf the two classes beinE

crmpared, Conver:sely, f or the wrinEer r\iasher, bì-acl< and

svhite console televisionu and the AM raCiou the higher

ûwnership propûrtion consistentJ-y fell in the lrwer of the

trt,o classes beinE compared,

These findings stjggested that there has been a

stat,us leveling in cÐnsumeT purchases which caulcj be due tn

a variety of historicai, occu.rrences such as industriafiea:

tion, urbanizatíonu and suburbanizationu but most partic*

ularj-y to the fact that a higher income is avail-abLe to
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previrusl-y 1aw income groups thus increasinE theiï purchas-

ing prkrerd

VALU[ ÅSSNCTATT ONs Ti]R ñCINN5
BY sOCTAL TLA55

The frequencies nf value assr:ciatians f,or the

electrical- household gcods by social ciass ðre preserrted in

Appendix B,

\dith regerd t,c the relat,innship betççeer¡ vel,ue

associat,ians f or goods and social class u the f ol lo**inq nul-I

hypo-Lhesis was proposed:

2" There wili- be y'ïü significant dåff'erenËÐ$ by
socia-i- class in:
a) the total usage nf each value prüpor*

tionate to the number of items ownecì
h ) the val,ues associated r+ith each of the

electrical household goods i.n the stand*
ard package

Hypcthesis 2a) was accepted fnr the vatues ¡f r+o::k

ef f iciency and status, For these tu¡c vaLues there bias nÐ

significant ciifferËnce between the c-lasses in the pr:ûpüT*

tionate number nf times they were chosen for value associa*

tions, The hypothesis was re j ected at the " ÛÛ1 l-etrel- of

significance for the values i:f workmanshiPy eestheticsn and

health; and rejected at ,Û1 for the value of econony"

Further chi square tests t¡Jere done ûn the va-lues

which showed significance in their frequency af use by

social c-lass, Tabl-e 7 l-ists these val-ues Ënd indicates the

i-eve1 at l,¡hich the difference in the frequency of associatian
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between each of -bhe paired cr-asses l.Aras faund tc be siEr:if..
-'^--tJUdI¡ L¿

No consistænt pattern emerged in the data of Tabl-e

7 when considering irr which of the paired cl-asses the hígher
frequency rf usaEe af each var-ue had ûccurred, Fnr the
value of workrnanship, the lower of the two e lasses cilmpareci

had the higher rate of usage fnr the va.ruË except fcr the
comparisüns betkvaen the UL*UM and LM-Uf'l where the hiEher af
the tv¡o r:lasses had the grææter rate nf usaEs" Fcr the äes*

theti-c vaJ-ueu the upper -rower class had the híghes f'requEncy

of usìäge in all cf the cDmperisons, rhe vel-ue of health wss

mo-re frequentJ"y ascribed to by t,he hiEher of the tu¡c classes
campared except in the cümpêrisr:ns betuveer¡ the uL-u, i-M-u,

and uM*u whe¡e the lnwer of the two cl-asses had the higher
frequency cf usage for that ve"i-uÊ, The rower of the cüm-

pared classes had the greater overal-I frequency r¡f usaEe fr:r
the value nf ecûnûmy,

From the results of these findings it could be

concl-uded that sacia-l- cl-asses differ in the frequency with
which they ascribe to certain values. This may be a reflec*
tian of the fact that members cf the various social_ c-lasses

differ in their consideration of what is important to them

according to the experience cf their l-ife situation"
I n the carcr¡lation of chi. square f ar hypothesis zb ) ,

the upper middle and upper cfasses h/ere Erouped together
because the frequËncy counts for the upper class alone rqene

L
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6"t

not suf f iciently iarEe to work r*¡ith " Ali itens included ín

the standard package, by ej.ther definitir:nu brere examined

for a siEnificant rel,ationship between value assrciation and

social c].ass,

Hypothesis 2b) was rejected at the .û1 level nf

si gnificance for the value nf economy as it rdas ãssnciated

with the ref rigerator and the val-ue of heatth as i t Liias

associated wíth the mËn1s shaverå rËjected at ,ü5 for the

value af health as it þras associated with the ïange and-flc::

the valLle of work ef ficiency äs it !{as assnci ated uqith the

sæwing machine" Rejec"L,ian of the hypnthesis indicatrci thai;

there hiere significant differencËs in the proportånnate

number of times that members of -Lhe dif'ferent classes chnse

the specified val-ue to describe how they felt about the

item, The acceptance of hypothesi"s Zb ) f ar aÏl- the nt,her

items ûn the questionnaire indieated that ån -LhnsÊ casÊs the

cl-asses bJere similar in their cha:ice of val-uÊ assocåatinns

fnr the goodso

For ihe value associations rshi.ch were found ts

differ significantly by social- class further chi squäre

tests were done, Tabl-e B lists these valuesu indica*es the

items for which the va-Lue associations \irere found *CI be siE-

nificantly different, and Eives the l-evel at which the

difference in vaLue êssr:ciation between each of the naired

classes h,as 'fnund tn be siEnificant"

Far the cornparisons in Table B qøhich shoçved
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TJJ

signif icancÐ, the occurrence of the hJ-gher f requency ût*

assaciatiorr of the specified va-lue with the el_ectrical

househcld goods l-ísted tdas as fn-l-lows: the lower of thæ

two classes ccmpared had the great,er proportionate rate af'

associatÍon of the value nf ecsnomy fsr the refrigerator,

and the value of uçork ef f iciency f or the sewirrg machine;

the higher af the twn classes compared had the greater prr:

portionate rate of associatisn of the value nf health fnr

the men?s shaver and f,or the range¿

These findings indica*ed that a.lthauEh Gn åtem rnay

be ûbúnËd by membe rs cf dif f erent sacia-I cì asËrys, they c¿ln

each value it differentì-y, This occurs because the items

themseÌves dn not have inhe¡ent value but ratheru peopls

proj ect theír oìdn va-i-ues onta the it,em so as to make it an

object of gratification for their desires.

OhJNf RSHI P OF GCIONS BY
5TTU,A.T] ONAL

OTHTR PTRsONAL AND
VARiAELû5

F-arni_}y _Liie !:¿c_1e- -Lt_æee

The frequencies o'f Ðh,narship of the specified

efectríca1 hot.¡sehol-d Eoods by family l-ife cycle stage are

pïesented in Appundix C,

l.r/ith regard to the ¡elationship between famiJ-y l-ife

cycle staEe and the ûlrrnership of Enods, the f ollouing nu ji-Ì

hypothesis Þras p::oposed:



6tr

3, There wå11 be no signifícant differences
in the ownership nf specified el_ectrical
househoi-d goods bV t
a) family life cycle stage

Ïhis hypathesis !¡ras rejected at the "ûj l-evæ1 of
significance for the portabJ-e reccrd playerå îBjected at ,ü1

for the sewång machine and waffle ivnn; and rejected at,üg
far tha steam vaporizeru heating padu heateru fanu coffee
percnlatoru dæep fat fryern brciJ-eru cl-ot.hes dryer, freezer,
black and white console tel evision u bi-ack and l,ihite portable

tel-evisicrn u and the tape recorder, For al-l of these åtæms

there was a siEnifican*, diffærencE in the rate nf Ð\Èinership

betr*een the stages of the f amily l"if e cycle, f onversely,

there \das no significant differÐncÐ between the stages in
the ownership ûf all the other items andu t,husu hypothesis

3a ) uJas accepted f or these u

Furthes chi sqrrare tests þrere done on the it,ems

t'uhich shou¡ed significancen Table 9lists these items ancj

indicates the level at whå ch the d j"f f eîance in ou,rnership

between each af the paired stageË hrãs found tc be siEnif*

i cant 
"

No ccnsístent patterns emerged r,¡hen censidering in
which of the paired stages the higher oþrnership prûportion

f ell " As a general ohservatir:n u hor,nleveru the f amil-ies in
'the middle staEes had a hiEher ow-nÊrship rate for the spec-

ified items listed in Tabl-e 9 than did the famil-ies in the

beginning or f inal staEes of the f amil-y l-if e cycle. Thus,
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where significance r{,as shor.rn in a comparison betr*een a

beginning stage and a midd-te stage or be¿r,ween a midd-re stage
and a final s'tage u it was ri kely that the higher rrdnership
proportion between the two rested with the middi_e staEe,

N u n-b-e r.qf- -Y-F-a _q-s - _U_a_¿¡ -i_e_d

Regarding the rerationship between -bhæ numbes ûì"

years marríed and the ou,nership nf goods, the f o_l__j_owinu r¡u_TÌ

hypsthesj-s w*ãs proposed :

3, There will- be nü signj-ficant differrncËs
in the üwnBrship Df specified ej-ectrical
househr:1d goods by,
b ) numher of years marråed

ihe final- anel-ysis of chi squêre tn determine the
l-evel- af siEnifirance in the ournership of Eoocìs hy this
variabl-e discl-osed resul-ts very símilar tn those arrived at
by examining the rhinership Ðf Eoods by famåJ.y l_ife cycle
stage,

The i-ist of gnnds whose orrdnership !.rss feund tr: be

significant at ,üt1 o ,010 or ,05, on the basis of the number

of yeaxs marriedu differed from the list of goods whose

chnership hras significant Ën the basis of famiJ"y life cycle
stage only by the addition of the mense shaver and the

deletion of the broiler, black and white prrtable tele-
visionu and the tape recorder"

Because of the similarity cf, the findings based on

the two variabJ-es, the decision was made to give preference

to the family life cycle variabrle and r:mit further



variabi-e

at

of numberdi-scussion of the data in relatåon ta the

nf years marråed"

.LmpJ o yrn-e-n-t--gt- t h,e- .ltq¡e*m-a-k e--e

The frequencies nf Ðldnership Bf the specified

electricaJ" Eoods by the employment of the hnmemaker are piæ-

sented in Appendix D,

þJitfr regard tc t.he ye-lationship betr,veen employmæn'1,

nf the homemaker and or,{nershJ-p of Eonds u the f ol}nvring nul-ì

hypothesis was proposed:

3 o Ïhere rçi11 be nÐ signif icant dif f ererìcËË
in the ûwnËrshj-p Ðf speci'flied e.l-ectri-ca1
household Eoods byt
c) emploSrment of, the homemaker

"lhis hypnthesís þdas re j ected at the " ü5 -l-evei nf

significance for i:he fcod ts,aste disprser and the disÌ-rwasher,

For these tvorn itenrs there x,\ras a significant differËnce in

the rate af ownership be'Lweer¡ the cätegories of employment

and non*empìoymentn CnnverseJ-y, there was no siEnificant

differBnce between the categories in the cwnÉrship Ðf aÌ1

the other items and, thus, hypothesis 3c) þJas accepted for

those,

Further chi square tests rdere done tn the items

which showed significanced For both of the åtemsu the fnocì

waste disposer and the dishr,'rasheru the only significant

dif f erence in their rate of n'"vnership occurred at the , Ü5

level in a compärison betr'¡een the fu-I1*time emplayed and

the non*employed homemakers, In both instances it was the



-
higher rate of

ùo

uwnership for thæ.latter greup tuhåch had the

items,

I vp e-- .q f - 
R-e:s-i-d-eglq-ç

The frequencies nf

el-ectrical household goods

presented in AppendÍx [,

hlith regard to the

ræsidence and the rr.'Jnership

hypothesis r$'õs proposed:

ownership Ðf the specified

by the type of resídencæ are

ræl-ationship bet,v,reen thæ type cf

nf goods u the f clJ-nvring null-

3, There wiIl be nü significani diffeïÐnceË
ån the atxinership of specåf'åæd electråcal
househoi-d soods hv:
d ) typ e af " ¡e sideäce

This lrypothesis túãs re j ected at the 
" 
üûl Level of

significance for the floor paJ-isher and freezer; rejected

at " 01 for the air conditioner, cr:f f ee percnlat,or, and dish:

washer; and rejected at .t5 far the sewing machineu fond

weste disposer, cnmbina*uion uiashËr,/dryEr, spin drV washeru

automatic washeru black and r*hj.ie portable tel-evisione arìd

the portable record player, For all of these gaods there

ìnJas a significant difference in the ohinarship rate between

groups based on the type of residenceo Conversely, there

I^ras no significant difference between the types of residence

in the ownership of ai-t the other items listed on the ques-

t,iannaire ande thus, hypothesis 3d) was accepted for these.

Further chi square tests ware dcrne Ðn those items

which shor'¿ed significance in oþrnership by the tVpe of



ía

residence, ïabl-e 10 lists these iterns and indicates the

1evel at which the difference in or¡Jnarship between Each cf

ihe paired categories kras found to be significant.
Considering Table 1ü, where there 'Áias a signif icant

difference in the rate of ûrdnË¡ship of ãn item in a cÐmpar*

ison between a home ownetr and a home renter or betto¿een a

home Dwner and an apartment dwelleru the home oìrnars usually

had the higher ou{nership proporticn. The exceptions þrËrÉ

for the spin dry uuasher where the hcme renter had a higher

rate of ownershíp and for the air conditir¡netr and combina:

t,ion washeT,/dryer rvhere the apartment dr,sel-l-er had i:he higher

thlnership propÐrtion, I n the comparison of the rlcnÍ:rship

of freezers by home renters and apartment dwellersu thæ hnme

renters had the higher ownership raLe of the two.

N-u¡r-þgr of- -Pe-oBle. in._tie flp.r¡e

The frequencies of Ðr/\rnership of the specified

electrical household goods by the number of people in the

horne a re p resented in Appendix F,

With regard to the relationship between the number

of people in the home and the ownership of goodsu the fol-

Iowing null hypothesis bJas proposed:

3, There wil-l- be no signif icant dif f erences
in the ownership of specified electrical
household goods by:
e) number of people in the home

This hypothesis was rejected at the "û01 level of

signif,icance for ihe portable record player; rejected at "t1
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for thæ sewing machii:e ar¡d dishwasher; anci rejected at , n5

f c:: the stearn väpÐrizer, f cod crlaste dispflser, s.iaf f le iron,

black and whiåue consol-e te-l"evisí¡n o and the tape recürder,
For all of these items there rsras a significant dj-fference in

the rate of ownership between the cateEnries based cn the

number of peopJ"e in the home " Conve::sely u there þJas no

significant difference between the categrries in the üNner*

ship of a-l-l the other items iisted rn the quËstíonnairs and n

thusu hypothesis 3e) w.s accepted for thnse"

Further chi square t,ests bnJÐïs done on the återns

u*¡hich shor.red sågnif iËancts " Table 1 1 l-is*,s these i'Lems end

the leveÌ at 'r¡hich the differer¡ce in ownership betr,.leen each

nf the paired categories, based ûn the number of penpLe ån

the home e þuas f nund to be significant 
"

ConsiderinE Tebte 1 1 , in all- the cÐmparisÐns whích

shswed siEnificanceu there was a cnnsistent pettern ån which

tha hiEher ownership pr:üpDrticn al-l",rays rested r^rith the catæ-

gûry representing the greater numher nf pecple in the hnme,

Ïhe findings indicatecì that each of the personal

and situational variable discussed was significant 'in the

Ðldnership of tr*o or more elect,ricaJ- hor.lsehold goods. Family

life cycle stage proved to be signifåcant, for the Ereatest
number of items; employment of the homemaker fsr the }east,

Some of the f inriings cilncurred t'¡ith general expectatíons,

For examp.le u the middle stages of the f amiJ-y -tif e cycle

nwned a greater number of items than the ather staqes
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prÐbably because they äre at the peal< sf their earning pÐhier

and they have had a longer pericd af accumulation r^¡ithnut

the accompanying reductj.on in the nurnber of gcnds thrnugh

\dear as is common in the finaf stages of the cycle, îhe

most interestinE findj-ng r^ras *he såmilarity in the cr*nership

cf goods by thæ empioyment status nf the homæmaker, îhe

îul-1 time ernpJ-oyed homemaker might have been expect,ed tn oid{n

the grestest number of gacds due ta a supposed desire fus

work efficiency and the increased ability t,r: afford mÐrË

convenience it,ems o Færhaps the act,uæ1 f indångs ccuïd be

explained in d,eyms nf Raínu¡aterrs ( I gSq ) ¿iscussånn cf the

vtnrkinE class wif e " Ït may be tha-b manS/ nnn*emplosrerJ home*'

makers find their }-ives reunlving arpund their hcme and

hnusekeeping and they desire a variety sf electrical house*

hold goods to make their tasks iiqhter,
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1" There wil-r be no significent
differences in the ovunershin
of specif,ied el_ecirical_
hou sehoi-d goods :

a) within social classes

b ) bety;een social- classes

rejected in Ðna or more
classes for alt items
except the steam vaporizeru
Iadies t shaver, fan, freez-
cr¡ AM*Fl'i radio, and the
portabl,e reccrd player

rejected fnr the f¡od
waste dj-sposer, l*ringe.r:
washeru automatiD k,asheru
dishr,çasheru ælectric blan*
ketu toothbrushu hnt tray
uìJatmer, black and lvhite
console television, coinur
console and colaur portable
tel-evisionsu electric knife
AM radicu and Lhe stereo

rej ected for
u,arkmanship,
health, and

the values rf
aesthetics 

u

ecDnomy

rejected for the value of
economy äs it was associa*
ted with the refrígerat,nr,
for heaLth as it ttras assoc-
iated with the range and
the nìen ? s shaver, and work
efficiency as it r,;as assrc-
iated with'Lhe seruing
machine

2 There r¡ti-l-i- be
differences by
in:

nû significant
social class

a ) the total- usage cf each
value prÐportionate to
the number of items
owne d

b ) the values associated
with each of the e.l-ec-
trical househol_d goods
in'Lhe standard pack-
age
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't There will be no significant
differences in the ownership
of specified electrical
household goods by:

\^aJ family life cycle stage

b) number of years married

rejected for the Portable
record p.Ia5rer u sewing
machine u r,vaf f l-e iron u steam
vaporizeru heating Pãd,
heater,'fan, coffee per*
colatoru deep fat'frYer,
broiler, cl-nthes drYeru
f reezer u bl-ack and white
Ðonsole and bl-ack and white
portable televisions? and
the tape recarder

results similair tc those
of 3a )

rejecied for the fond
waste disposeru and the
dishwasher

rejected for the floor
palisher, freezer, air cûn*
ditioner, coffee Percolatnr,
dishr.¡asher, sewing machine,
faod waste dispDser' ccm-
bination washer/drYer, sPin
dry washeru automatic
washeru black and white
portable television, and
the portable record pla5ter

rejected for the portable
record player, sewing
machine, dishiolasher, steam
vapori zer u f ood rqaste dis*
posere uçaffle ironu black
and white consol-e televi-
sionu and the lape recorder

^\t-I employment
homemak er

of the

d) type of residence

e) number of people in
the home
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Chapter s

SUMMARY AND CI]N[LU5T ON5

t]VT RVT [\{

The purprse of this research was to inves.LiEate

the ßNdnËrship of el-ectrical- househn-ld Ecnds by sncial_ c-l_ass

1n ordev tc dåscover whether there rsJas a set nf Er-'r:ds crmmûn

to the ma j a::ity cf pecple " This set af gonds wour-d ïrp.¡:e*
sent a part of v",he t had been calr-ed the standard package,

Because the standæ::d packaEe, by def i.nition, åncludes ô

broad array of gcods and services the itemízatinn uf a set
nf elæctriral. househald gcods would represent mnJ-y ûna past
of ihe packageo it hras thnught, hcweveru that evldence nf
a set of el-ectrical household goods common tc the rnæjority
of peaple regardl-ess of social cl-ass differences wou-l-d rend

support to the concep*; nf a broader starrdard package whåch

encDmpãsses various other categcries of goods such ås food,
clothingu and furniture"

Besides tryinE ta identify the el-ectrica.l- househoi d
goods which woul-d f rirm part of the standard package, the
research also under¿uook to discover if there È¡jas a differ*
encË in the way members of the five sccial classes va-i-ued

the goods in the pack6gs.

The third purpose of the research hras to inves{i gate
the ownership of, e.l-ectríca1 househoLd goods by the variables

76
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Ðf f amily l-i 1"e cycle stage u number cf yeär.s marri-ed u empì cy-
ment nf the homemakeru type of resicìenceu and ihe numbey nf
peopi- e in the hûme,

ïhese three purposes iidere expressed in the fnJ-inuring

nu11 hypotheses:

1o There uril] be no significant differencas
in the rLdn{srship Df specified el-ectråcal
household goods:
a ) within each social c.l_ass
b I between sacial cl_esses

2n Ïhere will be no significant differences
by social class in:
a ) the total usage uf each val,ue prü*

portionæt,e to the number of items
nu¡n e d

b) the values assoeiated with each of
the electrical househeid goods in the
stendard package

1 There will- be nc significant
in the Du.rnership 0f specifiecl

differences
electrical

household goods by:
a ) f amily líf e cycJ-e stage
b ) number of years married
c J emp.loyment of the homemaker
d) type nf residence
e J number of people in the home

In order to secuïe the data necessary foy this
study, a qt.restionr¡aire h/as deveJ-oped, I t contained a check

i-ist of el,ectrical household Eands, a value assÐciatioy:

instrument, and the necessary questions to secure informa-

tion Ðn the variabies used in the study,

The questionnairæu together with an intraductory

letteru instructinn sheeto and a.reiurn enveJ-ope, was maj-led

to three hundred and sevent,y-five homemakers in MetropoJ-itan

winnipeg, The ensuing analysis of data r'tras carried out ûn
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the resul-ts of tru¡o hundred quest,icnnai:es l.lhi ch represented

53" 3 percent of the nriginal semple" trequency counts r"rerB

made for the ownership of each item on tha basis of each cf
the variables and for the value associ-ations for each item

il-¡ the standard package ün the basis cf sr:cial class - f hi

square tests \dere ccmputed to discover if there was æny

significant differenrs in the rate of'nwnership fnr each

item by each nf thæ variables, nr in the val¡.:e ãssociatåæns

for each it,em in'Lhe packæEe by social class, bJhese sig:
r:if irãnüe r\,ãs indicated at the , us level Ðï hiEhe:r f urt,he:r

chå sqr-iðre tests wers dnne to spærJ,-fy the üürurrencË cf the:

significant di'i'flnrence bet,ween categories of ths varåable,

FÏ NNI Nü5

The general hypothesiË rrpDn which thís st,ud_v was

based '!,ries accepted" The frequÉncy cr:unts fnn the ownership

of Eoods hy the tntai sample reveeled a grruF nf seventeæn

items which had an o'rrnership rate of 75 percent üï hiEher"

These items rdere:

refrigerator
sange
vacu um
ircn
toaster
televisinn

Ta satisfy the

pack6gs as t'a broader

ma jority households u 
tt

cl"othes washer
radio
cl"ock
kettle
record player
fry pan

flacr polisher
sel'ring machine
f ood rni xer
heir dryer
men I s shaver

a-l-ternate ciefinition of the standasd

set of gcods rtmmon to the middle

the rate of ûtdnership for each item
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by the combined lov¿er middle and upper middl-e classes þrÉ5

found" Using ãn ûr¿{nership rat,e of 75 percent Dr higheru

the resulting package cf seventeen items differed from the

previous one only by the addition of the clothes dryeru the

del-etion of the mËn I s shaveru and 'the specif åcatian of an

automatic clnthes washeïd This finding indicated that a

number of goods ìiìJÊrÉ twned bV the majoråty af penple regard-

less ûf their social class, These items theno formed the

standard package of e-lect:rical hnusehoi-d gcods far the

sarrrpJ-e,

Hypothesis 1a), DDnterning tt{nesship üfl Ecods

within social classes u \ftJas re j ected f ar mcst items in the

research " For the ma j ority of elect,rical- hCIusehnld Eoocìs

t,here r4res a distinnt Dccurrence of ükünersh'i p Ðr nÕn-

oìrJnership amûng members of any one cIass, VerV inf requently

L{ras there anywhere neatr an equalåzation withj.n a cLass be-

trseen the number who ouçned an item and those who did rrnt '

In the investigation of the rate nf or,çnership of

specified electrical household goods it bras found that the

variabte of social class b/as significant far thirteen items.

ijnly f our of these were incl-uded in ihe standard package,

but then not as specific items such as an AI"1 radio u but

rather as cnmposites of those types nf gaods, for example,

*tsome radio.ll For these thirteen itemsu hypothesís 1b) þrss

re j ected, Looking at the aversge number of goods oþ'rned by

members of the different socia] classes it lÂtas found that
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the number incrEased progressívely fcr each class fram the

lawer lower ts the uppË::ó

I n makinq val-ue associaticns f or Eoods it þras f üund

that there þras a significant dif'ferencÐ by social class in

their pr:üpÐrtionate usagË cf the values cf wnrkmanshåp,

aesthæticsu health, and €cùnomyu and, thus, hvpothesis 2a)

was re j ected f ar: these, The vaLues of ldilrkmanship end

health wære used mast f requentJ-y by the uppðr middle c-lass 
"

aest,het,ics \,iðs used most f requentì-y by the i.ipper ì awer

cl-ass u and ecrnÐrny þlas used mnst o"f"t,en by the .l-nwer lnwer

-l --.--Lrd5b d

H5rpnthesis 2b )u concerníng r¡aluE ã6scciations fsr

goods in the standard package u t{äs accepted f ar most j.tems 
"

The excæptions lay in those instances where the value asso-

ciations fo:r specific items in the standard package kier€

found te differ significently hy sociaï cl-asso The specific

cÊses rl/etre the assnciation of acÐnümy wiih the ref rigeratrr u

the assnciation of health with the menrs shaver and the

range, and the association of work efficiency with the

sewing machine,

Hypnthesis 3a)u cÐncerning t.he ownership ûf goads

by f emily .l-if e cycJ-e stage, þras re j ected f or f if teen items.

For these goods the variable cf family life cycle staEe !zu'äs

found to be a signíficant factor in their ÐTdnership, In

generaì" u the middle stages of the cycle tended to have a

higher ownÊrship rate for the fifteen items. With respect
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to the aveJ:ãgÉ number of gnods nr¡¡ned, the middlæ staEes hacì

i;he highest number c*,ith the beEånninE and ending st,ages

being I nwer and approNimately equal in the number or*,ned u

Research findings based ûn an investiEation of hypn*

thesis 3b), ËüncerninE oÞrnership by number of Srears marriedu

L{ere very simiÌar to those f or hypothesis 3a ) u lrhich cün*

sirlered c',.rinership by f amiJ-y lif e cycle staEe u and they þrerË,

theref cre, omitted f rom discussion in f avour sf the lator-er¿

The empJ-oyment statr-"¡s of the hcmernaker r*as found

tc bæ a siEnificant t¡ariable in the nr*nershJ"p of only'Lwc¡

items. Ïn both cãses the nr:n*æmploSred homemakers had the

higher rate cf ûwnÊrship, Hypothesis 3c ) þrãs e t,heref nre,

accepted for afl but the fncd waste disposer end the d.ish-

washer, Considering the avarage number of gonds nvçned u thæ

hiEhest number \^iHre nwned by the :r:egular part tirne workers 
"

fo"ll"owed by the occasional- part time and nûn"-empi-oyed hnm**

makers rçhn had ðn equal num'beru and the least number of

gaods were owned by the homemakers t+ho worked ful-I time,

The typu nf residencË wäs a signåficant factor in

the ohrnership of titelve electrical- har¡sehol d Eaods end f or

these items hypothesis 3d) wa= rejected, For the majority

of these items the home owners had the highest rate of oisin-

ership, The highest average number of Eoods ns*ned between

cateEories of this variable wês in the home orcner group,

the lororest number þJäs ín the apartment, dwelf er group d

Hypothesis 3e) u concerning twnership by number of
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pEÐpre in the homee wñs rejected far eight items whieh

trnrved tn have ownership rates that differed signå.ficantl-5r

by thet variable, The average number r:f gonds nr,,ined by

grirups categorízed on the basis of that variable increased

pi:ûgressively ãs the number cf people in the hcme increased,

TONCLUSJ ÛN5

-î'he findinEs of, this research suppnrt many prerråcus

research studies cited in the revierei of l-iterature, "Ihe

concl-usions reached maV be stated c¡ncisel5,, u thus:

1, There is a set cf electcical hni.isehrld goacls

cümmon to ihe majority nf penplË regardless cf social riass
differences€ This set of goods can be referred to as the

standard package nf e'ì-ectricaå hnusehnLd Eonds "

2" ïn the consideration nf, each individual el=c-
trical household gnods there is a significant difference
within most socia.l cl-asses between the rate of ownership and

non-o!{nership of the item, It appears thai most items have

a dominant pattern of ouinership úr nÐn-Ð\dnership \u,ithin õny

one class, This finding may be a reflectinn of whæt llhyte
(t gsl) has cal-1ed ttincanspicuous consumption, " the over-

toihelming desire by members nf a group to ccnform to the

established standard,
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3o The¡e is nû significant cìifferencË in the
û\dnÐrship of, most electrical hcusehald gnods betr"oeen saciel-
classes. I t appears that es suggested b-v Reissmä* ( J g sg ,

329) , Itthere has been a status J-eve j-ing tiirectly expressed

ån the uniformity of consume.r purchases.nt

4 " Social c-Lasses diff er in the f requBnDy lvith
which they ascribe tn cert,ain var-ues, This findi ng erãs

previously repürted hy Bronf'enbïænnar (19s8), Hurchinar
(t gsç ), and others u¡ho found tha* the .-,aïiûus classes dif f er
in iheir crnsideretion of what is important tn them,

5, Membe.rs of' dif f erent social- c_ì_asses mê-V Ði,turn

the same ei-ectrica-1" househcl-d gnods but associate dif-i'erer-¡1,

val-ues v'rith it" This occrJrs becauseu ?= sugeested by I'lhite
(1966) , Levy (i 965) , and f ngels (.T g6s) , the items themsei.ves

dn not have inherent varue but rather varue is brnught tc
them as ãn experierìce of grætification for the crnsumer-

DWNET¿

6, The variables of f amily lif e cyc.l,e st,age u

number nf years married, emplnyment stat,us sf the homemaker,

type cf residence, end the number of peapre in the home ãîÊ

ell significant in the rate of Ðwnership of tu'a or müre

electrical- househol-d goods, 0f thesÊ variables, f amiì-y lif e

cycle stage is significant for the Ereatest number of items;
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emplÐyment cf thæ homemaker fcr the leest number.

RECOMMTNNATÏCIN5

This research has itemízerl the gcods which ärÐ

incl-uded in üne catæEDry of the standard package u i;hat i= u

electrical Frnusehold Eoods, I't, is recrmmended thet further

research be dona to discnver the specific cümprnËn+cs nf the

othær ceteqcrjes ¡f the package" As a part cf e cantinuir-lç

study, research cauLd then be ccnducted tn determine hcru

these Eccds ara put to use and hurr they contråbute tc r\he

quality sf i-ife ån North Amerj"can soriety.
Ta this encì, j,t is f urther recommerided that greatrr

cnnsideration be given tn the subject of val-ue öËsr:ciætinns

fo:: gonds, PersonaJ- in-depth interviewing couid he thæ

best vehicle for ùhis because it cnuid overcome the prob*

lems of suggesti.onn timited choiceu rr misinterpretatian

which ðre presenÌ: in the forced choice technique,

It is recnmmended that further study be dq:ne tn

investigate the qualitative aspects af the standard package,

The lack of siEni.ficant social- class differences ån the

ÐTdnership of most el,ectrical hnusehold Ecods, as fnund in

this studyu has led to the cancl-usion that theræ is a uni-

f ormity in the rh,nership rf goods n Nn"LhinE is known u hnw-

e\rer u about the quæJ-ity ûr quantisr.g of each nf the items in
the standard package and this ís rorhere the significant



-
ti.r.

OC

social cÌess diffærer¡ces may in fæct exist,
It is al-sa recommended that f,urther

done tn investigate the interrelatisrr¡ships

personal and situational variabl_es stucìied

the oL{nership rf e}ectrical hcusehn}d Eonds

research be

between the

äs they affec*¿
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5TATU5 5C,qLT U5[Ð I N PRTTfSTS I ANN

I enjoy having this item because it is the

best that I coulcÍ afford,

Ï enjay having this item hecauseu fnr rne, it

is a sign of prrgress, 'tgætting ahead,ro

Ï en j oy having this item because most nf rny

friends have Dne"

Ï enjny having this item because it l-noks

expensive,

I enjay having this item becauee T am/was the

first among my friends to have $nË,

TT
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T¡-IE UNIVERSITV OF MANITOBA

FACULTY OF HOME ECONOMICS
WINNIPEG 19, CANADA
TELEPHONE 204 474-9432

B9

DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY STUDIES

0ctober 197 1

Dear Homemaker:

As a graduate student in the Facuity of Home flconomics,
University of Ma¡il6þs I am conducting a survey amongl¿/innipeg homemakers n The purpose nf {r'* =u"ur! j.s t; gain
some informatíon about the types of electríca-l hr:usennlu
goods in homes,

The questionnaire u which I have enclosed aJ-ong t"jith a
stamped, se1f,-addressed return envelopeo is in twn partsi
Part I asks about the i tems which you D,.,!rn n:: which are Frc*vided for your use6
Part ir asks sÐme information about you and your famiry"
All information gathered from the questionnaire wil-1 be kept
strictj-y confidential, Neither names nor specific occupa*
tions will be usedu

This research is part of the requirements fer a master af
science deEree in home economics and since homemakers l-ike
yourself a¡e the only peopJ-e from whom I can Eather this
necessary information, yBUr response is vexy important, i
hope you will heLp me by compl-eting the questionnaire and
returning it to me as soon as possible.

Ïhank you for your assistance,

Sincerely,

,rc vrrõJ

G¡aduate Student

fncs,

Department of Family Studies
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HOMEMAKERS' Ol//NERSHiP OF
SELECTEÐ ELECTRI CAL CONSUfVIER GOODS

ï nst¡uction Sheet

This questionnaire is in two parts: part I, cor-umn I asksyou to check off the items which you nurru in your home;Pa¡t I , cor-umn I I lsks you 
_ 
how yoi, ¡";; abou t the items ;Part IT asks some info¡ñation 

"Éout v;; and youx famiÌy"PLease anshjer all- items n

P,A RT i_

COLUMN I

P'lace a check mark ({) in corumn I beside the items whichyou have in your home or which are ñ""Jia.a for your use,iu€, l-aundry equipment provided in apartment blocks,
COLUMN I T

The folJ-owinq statements describe various ways a homemakermay feel aboùt an item in he¡ home:

1, This item enables me to save time and energyé
2' This item provides satisfaction to me because most ofmy friends have one or I am the rir=t among my friendsto have oneo

3, This item helps me to save money¿

4u This item alrows me to do a better job than I cour_d dowithout it,

5, This item l_ooks nice in my home,

6 " This item contributes to my f amily,s heal-th and wel_l_being,

In column II beside the items for which you have indicatedownet?.hip ' place the nurnbe¡ of the statemant which bestdescribes how vou feel about the item, -E;;; 
iï-]"rärr,personally use the item, i,e, menrs eLectric sh.iur, pleaseindicate how you feel_ uúoui:_t,

IT I S TfqPORTANT THAT YOU ÐO ALL I TEMS I,JHI CH YOU OI,/N.
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HOMTMAKTRS !

sELECTED ELECT R]
Oì/JNERSHIP ÛF

CAL CONSUMTR GOODS

PART I

I TEM
COLUI'IN I

( owne rshi p )

COLUHN I ]
(hour you feeJ.

about the item)

electric sewing machine

el-ect¡ic scissors

electric clothes brush

electric shoe polisher

electric body massager

electric steam vaporrzer

eLectric bLanket

elect¡ic heatinq pad

el.ectric faciaL sauna

electric make-up mi¡ro¡

eLectric hair dryer

electric hai¡ curl-e¡s or curJ.ing iron

electric tooth brush, cord or co¡dless

elect¡ic shaver. ments

elect¡ic shaver, ladiesr

electric wa.l-.I or alarm cÌock

elect¡ic heêter, portabìe o¡ wal.l- mode.L

elect¡ic air conditioner, window model

electric portabJ.e hunidifier

electric portab-Ie fan

iron, steam or dry

v8cuum cleaner

floor polisher

food waste disposer in sink

electric coffee percoJ-ator

eÌectric kettLe

el.ectric knife, cord o¡ cordless
electric can opener and knj.ie
sharoener comb.ination

el.ectric cãn opener

elect¡ic knife sharpener

electric. fry pan or ski.l-1et

electric deep fat fryer

el"ectric b¡oiler or rotisserie

electric griddLe

1 please continue...
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I TEFI COLUI4N I
(swnership)

For refrigerêtors and stoves, pJ.ease check off on the dotted line any of the
features which your model has.

refrigerator:

a) frozen food storage
compartment

b) self-defrosting.
c) automatic ice rnaker
d) coloured

COLUMN I ]
(how you feel
about the item)

clock controLled oven,.....
two ovens. . .
seLf-cl.eaning oven.

d ) coloured

stove !

a)
b)
c)

electric waffle iron

electric toaster

el,ectric counter'top oven

elect¡ic corn poÞper

eLectric fondue pot

eLectric food mixe¡

el.ectric bLender

el"ectric hot tray Barmer

automatic clothes dryer

combination washer and dryer

wringer washer

spin dry washer

ãutonatic w¿sher

dishwasher

f¡eeze¡, chest or upright nodel

refriqerator

If you own any eLec*-r-icaÌ househoLd
oppliances which are not -listed
pJ.ease add them below.

2 pleese continue...
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Entertainment Eouioment

If the foll.owing ligt omite any items
itens in combination models (i,e. T.V.
them bel,ow in the space p¡ovided,

which you have, or if you own sone of thÈ
and ste¡eo combination) please specify

T lEH COLUI-IN I
(ownership)

COLUHI'J I I
(how you feeJ.

about the iteh)

answer alL of .,he

divo¡ceC cr
separa'-ed

êconso.Le ¡efe¡s to any nodel with a wóod frane a¡ound it.

PART I I

The foÌlowing infornation is necessary for the study.
questions. All info:na+.ion wiLl be confidential.

Please

1. liarital status

_single _mar¡ied

2" Number of years ma¡¡ied
4 or less, specify_
2C-29

wi dowed

q-o

30-39 --1 
0-19

.i C+

â Ages of your children

ìiving in your
years and over

Numbe¡ of
adul

persÕns

ts, 18

home

children

Al4-FH clock ¡adio

Âi'4 only cLock rèdio

Àtl-FH ¡adio

Ai{ onl.y radio

FH only radio

black and white console* tefevisi.on

black and Hhite Þortable television

colour console televi sron

colour portabLe television

portðbIe ¡eco¡d player

consoLe !ecord player or sle¡eo comÞonents

tape recorder

3 please continue.
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a

6"

7"

8.

If you, the honenaker, work outside your home please specify:
_f ulL time: 35 or more h¡urs per week throughout the year
_regular part time: about 20 hou¡s per week throughout the year, i.e.

weekends

_occasionaJ- part time: indefinjte number of hou¡s or da_vs, i.e.
seasonal wo¡k

You¡ residence
house owned hcuse rented _apartmenl

_otlìe:, scecjfy

If the main wage eaJneJ in the family is retired pLease specify:
i--yes _no

If the nain wage earner is retired answer Questions g and 9 as they
appJ.ied when the person was sti.LI activeJ.y empJ.oyed.

kJhat is the occupati.on of the main wage ea¡ne¡? please be as descriotive
as possible

9" klha.t is the primarv soutce of income f,o¡ the main wage earne¡?

-inherited 

savings and investments, i.e. J.iving on money rnade by pre-
vious genera tj,ons

_earned wealth, i. e. Ii._,ing cn saving: a¡d i;v¿s-,¡.,¿rrts
prÊsent vage ea¡ner

fees paid for professionaL advice or services; profits
goods; royal.ties

.--salary or commission paid on a monthJ.y or yearJ-y basis

--wages 
paid on an hourly or weekly basis

_income f¡om odd jobs

HeL fa te

ll,dûú OV !nC

frcm saLe of

10. How much education has the main

_received a post graduate

_graduated f ron unive rsity

gome unive¡sity; graduate

high school o¡ technical

sone high school

completed o¡êde

_less than qrade

wa9e earner ¡eceived?

degree

of teacher training or nursinj

schooL graduate

I

I

THANK YI]U FOR COHPLETING THE QUEsTTONNAIRE
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Tabt e 1Z

Frequency of Val-ue Associations for Goods in theStanda¡d package by Social Ci;;;

VaLue
Items 0wned SociaL

C-lass
wo¡k '
efficiency status econony T:::;r,

aes-
thetics heaLth no v¿lue

refrigerator
dn ¡i

10 1 ?2lfl t ,8 .,
9D21
1o¿i

01
1 16 1lo 2' 1i0 15 304l

o4
v¿
O2
o1
00

o o 12 o n aooi:l>;
0 0 31 a , :,00220ii
00301)

11

6
11

2
1

1

0
0
0
o

1

6
I
4
I

4
T

12
6
1

LL
UL
LM
UM
U

LL
UL
Llr
UH
U

LL
UL
L t'l
UH
U

l1
17
17
14

2

¡ên ge

vacuum cLe¿ne¡

¡ ron

toaster

clock

kett.le

6
t)

6
:ì

l

7
1il

9
3

l

9
9

¿.

A

0l
!l
01
n1
00

01
04
09
03
00

00
0O
Oî
00
00

00
00
0 ,000
00

LL
UL
L¡1
ut'l
U

LL
UL
LM
UH
U

t06e.l
1 1 s 16 20 0 1a 17 ao o 10 6 ¿oo1r0

99302rì50)
Pg12iiuì¿03
00000

11
19
aa

22
4

12
21
22
17

¿

10
22
27
12

4

tt
24
?4
12

3

9
19
25
14

q

I
12
12
1t

2

3

7
4

2
4

l0
34
40
¿6

LL
UL
LH
u14

U

LL
UL
LH
uf¡
U

item owned but no value association msçl¿.



97

--Tabl- e 12 (continued )--

Value

Iten Owned 5ocia.l. work work- aes-
class efficiency status econony manshio thetics hearth no v¿Iue

005
!3i

a_

03?
0c:

0
1

û
0
0

009DA¿
0020 117
002801e
0 0 17 0 1 ¿00¿0O?

LL9
UL 11
LH 23
Ul'l 1 1

U2

C1:
CC¿
30a
00¿
00i

005002
0 0 t4 1 1 7
0 0 15 0 1 7
0 1 18 O I 2
00103:

LL 11
uL 21
Lr-r 29UM9
U5

3801
B0n7
8c07
6024
100i

06
08
2 13
05
o1

LL9uL 20Lr'r 21
U¡l 17
U4

001027
1 1 11 0 c e0 0 9 1 1? 1il003093
002003

0
0
0
2
0

0
0
0
0
0

10
)p

18
3

11
'l 5
¡y

2

d

6
I
6
2

0
1

0
0
0

B

21
24
14

3

LL
UL
Llr
UM

u

LL
UL
L¡1
U¡I
U

LL
UL
LM
UM
U

fry pan

floor polisher

sewinç machine

food mixer

hair dryer

men e s shaver

clothes dryer

automatic washe¡

7
3
3
4
2

15
23
15
14

2

4
5

2
3

2
3
ò
2
3

U

1

1

1

0

50
51
80
80
00

20
20
80
50
00

01
01't 1

00
01

00
00'l 0
00
0t

LL .6uL 27Ll'r 34uH 23u5

LL6
UL ?4
LH 34ut't 2ÃU5
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Table 14

Ownership of El-ectrical_ Househol-d Goods
by Employment of the Homemaker

Emptoyment of the llomemake¡

regular
ft¡l1- time part time

occasional
part 'time non-emplcyed

Item
N=4 7 N=1 7 N=24 N=112

dl

sewing machine
scisso¡s
shoe polisher
body massager

steam vaporizer
blanket
heating pad

facial sauna

rnak eup mi ¡¡o r
hair dryer
hair cu¡.Ie¡s
toothb¡ush
men's shave¡
ladies i shaver
c l- ock

heate r
air conditioner
humidifi er
fan
i ron
va cu um

floo¡ poli.sher
food waste disposer
coffee percoJ.ator
k ettl- e

knife
can cpener/kni re

sharpener
car¡ opener
knife sharpener
fry pan or skill-et
deep fat fryer
broi L er
griddle

33 70"?
3 6.4
1 2.1
4 8.5

14 29 ,B

7 14,9
2A Ã2,6
2 4.3
4 8,5

39 83.0
13 21,7
9 19" 1

37 18,7
24 51" 1

4 5 95,7
15 31,9
2 4.3
^at o'4

21 44 "7
47 100"0
46 97.9
37 78 "7
2 4.3

25 53" 2

39 83.0
I O Jö, J

1s 31"9
12 25"5
3 6,4

40 1A.9
18 38. 3

2 4,3
I 17.0

1 4 42.4 21

2 1't.B 3

1 5;9 2

0 0,0 1

B 47.1 13

5 29.4 7

Þ J5"J 14

1 s.9 2

1 s.g 2

1 1 64,7 17

6 35,3 4

4 23,5 4

14 82,4 18

7 41.2 I
13 16,5 23

3 17.6 10

0 0.0 3

4 23,5 3

B 47,1 13

17 100"0 23

17 100"0 24

13 76,5 17

2 11.8 1

12 7t,6 1 1

15 BB.2 21

6 3s.3 12

87.5 9B

12.5 17

8.3 B

4.2 9

54.2 52

29 "2 29

58,3 53

8" 3 6

8,3 10

70. B 89

16.7 21

16.7 23

75,0 83

33.3 44

95.6 102

41,7 44

12.5 9

12 .5 21

5Á,2 52

95.8 ',l10

1 00. 0 112

70,8 98

4.2 21

4s, B 72

Bi,s 101

50. 0 49

16,7 26

37. s 29

8.3 16

79.2 94

33.3 A7

16 .7 22

12.5 1B

I 5,9
5 29,4
3 17,6

14 82.4

23.5
I s.9
2 11.8

4

9

2

19

B

4

3

5C. ¿

aq )

7.1
8.0

46,4
25 ,9
47 .3

5,4
AO

79.5
4ø J

20"5
74.1
39.3
91.1
?q ?

8.0
18.7
A6.4
98 .2

10c,0
87.5
18"7
64 ,3
qn2

a3.7

23 .2
)\ I

14.3
83.9
42.O

19 .6
16.1



10s

--Table 14 (continued)--

Employment of the Homemaker

regular
ful.l time pa rt time

occasionaL
part'time non-enoÌoY=d

I tem
N=4 7 N=1 7 N=24 N=112

waffle iron
toaster
counter top oven

corn popper

fondu e

food mixer
bl ende r
hot tray
cLothes dryer
combination

wa sh e r,/d rye r
wringer washer

spin dry washer

automatic washe¡

dishv¿asher
f¡eezer
refrigerotor
range
AM-FM cÌock radio
AM cl-ock radio
AM-FM ¡adio
AM radio
FM ¡adio
b and w consofe

t el evi si on

b and w portab.le
t ef evi si on

colou¡ conscle
tefevision

coLour portable
television

portable record
pJ.ayer

stereo console or
c onrpon e nt s

tape recorder

16 34, 0

44 93,6
0 8"0
6 12"8

0 0.0
33 1t"2
21 44.7

3 6,4
34 72.3

? 4.3
15 31 ,9
1 2,1

28 59,6
2 4,3

20 4?,6
a7 r 00.0
47 1 00.0
13 21.7
10 21 "3
26 55" 3

1 B 38. 3

2 4,3

32 68 "1

19 40,4

13 27.7

1 2"1

18 38.3

23 48.9
20 42,6

7 41 ,2
17 100.0
1 5.9
1 s.9
0 0,0

12 10.6
6 3s,3
2 11.8

12 70.6

1 5.9

7 A1,2

0 0"0
.1 0 58. B

3 17.6
12 7D"6

II IUU.U

17 1 00.0
J I f "b
1 41.2

9 52,9

10 58. B

0 0.0

6

0

2

0

16

11

1

ìe

0

6

5

14

4

11

¿c

24

5

5

13

10

0

25,O 47 42 .1
95.8 111 99.i
0.0 B 7.1

8"3 11 15.2
0.0 4 3,6

66,1 g'5 e|.E
4 5. B 47 (t2.D

4"2 18 16.1

7s.0 84 75.0

0.0 4 3.6
25"0 27 2a.1

20.8 5 4,5
sB,3 78 69.5

16 ,1 27 24 .1

45.8 61 59.E

f LJU.U tt¿ luu.u

100.0 112 100.0

20. B 30 26 ,8
20.8 28 2s.0
54,2 59 52"7

41 .7 49 A3,7

0"0 2 1.8

13 54,2 74 66,1

11 45.8 51 45.5

11

11

64 ,1

64 ,7

11 .6

5,9

47 ,1

64.7
41,2

3 12.5 28

2 8"3 14

25.0

12.5

B

11

7

13

9

12 50.0 s1 45. s

54.2 70 62.5
37"5 45 40.2
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Ownership of
by

Table 1 5

Electrical Household Goods
Typ" of Residence

Type of Res:idence

house owned house ¡ented ap.:¡t:;lent
f tem

N=16s N=15 N=2 0

sewing machine

scissors
shoe polisher
body massagar

stearn vaporizer
blanket
heating pad

faciaL sauna
makeup mirro¡
hair dryer
hair curl-ers
toothbru sh

ments shaver
ladies ? shaver
clock
heate¡
ai¡ conditi oner
humi di fi er
fan
i ¡on
vacuum

floor polisher
food waste disposer
coffee percolator
kettLe
kni fe
can opener /knife

sharpener
can opener
knife sharpener
fry pan o¡ skillet
deep fat fryer
b¡oiler
griddle

1 1 73. 3

2 13"3

2 13.3
2 13.3

5 33.3
1 6"7
5 33.3
2 13.3
2 -13.3

13. 86"7
4 26,7
1 6.7

12 80. 0

7 46.7
14 93.3
4 26,7
ñññU U.U

2 13.3
9 60.0

15 100.0
15 f00.0
1 3 86.7
0 0.0
9 60.0

11 73. 3

7 46.7

5 33.3
2 13.3
4 26.7

11 73.3
7 46.7
1 6,7
1 6"7

5 25.0
6 30"0
2 10.0

17 Bs.o
7 35.0
1 5.0
2 10.0

136

21

10

12

73

41

7B

I

15

129

37

36

124

67

152
6s

9

25

79

162

164

142

26

106

146

69

36

47
{Q

139

63

27

7-8

82"A

32"3
6.1

7,3
44.2
24.8
47 ,3
4"2
9 "1

7B "2
22. A

21 .B

75,2
40.6

92.1
39 "4çÊ
15.2
47 .9
98.2
99 .4
86,1

15. B

64 .2
BB.5

41.8

21 "8
28. 5

10.9
B4 "2
38. 2

16 .4
17 "O

11

2

0

0

9

6

10

¿

0

14

3

16

9

17

3

i
4

6

20

20

10

0

5

19

9

55.0
10.Lî

0.0
nn

45.0
30.0
50. û

10.0
1n

70"0
1.5
1.5

80.0
45.0
85.0
15"0
¿J.é

2U.0

30.0
100,0
100.0

50. 0

0.0
25.0
95.0
45.0
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--Tabl- e ( continued ) --15

Item

Type of Residence

house cwned house rented apa rtment

N=1 65 N=15 N=20

I,

waffle iron
toaste r
counter top oven

corn popPer
fondu e

food mixe¡
blende¡
hot tray
clothes dryer
combination

washer/drye r
wringer washer

spin dry washer

automatic washer

di shwashe r
freezer
refrigerator
range
AM-FM clock radio
AM clock ¡adio
AM-FM radio
AM radio
Fl4 radio
b and w console

televisi on

b and w portable
televi sion

colour console
television

colour portable
television

portable record
player

ste¡eo consol-e or
compon ents

tape recorder

40"0
9B "2
4.8

f3,9
2.4

80, 6

44,8
13.9
75. B

4 2,4
45 27.3
7 4,2

111 67.3
3s 21,2
96 58.2

1 6s I 00.0
I 6s 1 00.0
43 26,1
46 27,9
91 55 ,2
75 45.5
4 2"4

4

A

1

2

0

0

6

0

0

0 0.0
6 40.D

3 20,0
5 33,3
1 6.7

11 73.3
15 100.0
15 100.0
3 20.0
3 20.0
4 26,7
5 33.3
0 0.0

9 60.0

5 33,3

1 6,1

1 6,1

4 26,1

B 53,3
5 33.3

6 30,iJ
ro otr n
t/

û 0"0
¡cõ
I J" U

0 0.0
13 65,0
5 25.0
1 5,C

13 6s.0

3 15,0
4 zC"O

1 5"0

14 70.0
0 0"0
3 15.0

20 1 00.0
20 1 00.0
5 25.0
1 5"0

12 60.0

7 35.0
0 0.0

10 58.0

4 20.o

5 25.0

1 5.0

4 2B,O

9 A5.O

5 25.0

66

16?
o

23

4

133

7A

23

125

26,7
93,3

6,7
13.3
0.0

66.7
40,0

.0.0
66.7

111

83

41

16

B1

100

71

67. 3

50. 3

24.8

9"7

49 .1

60.6
¿3,0
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Table 16

Ownership of Electrical-
by Number of People

Household Goods
in the Home

Numbe¡ of Pgopfe in the Home

'4 5 to 9I tem

N=s3 I\l-aa N=53 N=61

% "Å

sewing machine
sci ssors
shoe polisher
body massager

steam vaporizer
blanket
heating pad

faciaL sauna
makeup mirro¡
hair dryer
hai¡ cu¡lers
toothbrush
men I s shaver
ladies I shavet
cfock
heater
ai¡ conditioner
humi difi er
fan
i ron
vacuum

floor polisher
food waste disposer
coffee perco).ator
kett.Ie
knife
can opener /knífe

sharpener
can opener
knife sharpener
fry pan

deep fat fryer
broiler
griddle

36 67 ,9
6 11"3

2 3.8
6 11.3

16 30.2
16 30. 2

26 49,1

4 7.5
3 5,7

38 71.7
12 22.6
9 17.A

38 71"1
19 35. B

4B 90;6
13 2A.5
6 11.3
6 11,3

24 45.3
52 98,1
53 100.0
41 77.4
4 7.5

25 47,?
48 9t,6
23 43"4

1 I 34.0
14 26,A
5 9.4

43 81,1

17 32.1

7 13,2
5 9.4

12"7 âO

6.1 5

6.1 I
0.0 3

33,3 25

18.2 1 0

39 "4 27

0,0 ?

6.1 B

81.B 41

18,2 1 6

12"1 1 s

84, B 42

39.4 25

93.9 48

39.4 20

6,1 3

18.2 9

54.5 25

91,O s3

97 "O 53

84. B 46

3.0 7

60.6 33

81.E 46

36.4 22

21 "2 11

21.2 14

12.1 6

7s. B 46

30.3 20

15,2 10

15.2 1 0

7q i cR i)c I

9"4 12 1ç.7
aç/alI ¿r

J.I J ¿,¿

41 .2 35 51 ./:
iB.9 16 26.2
50.9 27 41..3

3.8 5 e.2
15.1 4 6,é
71 "a 50 82.A

30,2 10 i6,a
23.3 12 19.7
79 .2 44 72.1
47.2 26 a2.é,

90.6 56 91.8
37.1 26 a2.4
5.1 3 4,9

17.0 10 16.4
47,2 21 AA.-r

100"0 60 98.4
100.0 61 100.0
86.8 50 B2.D

13.2 14 23.0
62.3 42 66. 9

86. B 55 90.2
41.5 28 a5"9

20.8 10 16.4
26,4 20 32"8

11.3 9 14.8
86.8 53 86.9

37,7 30 49,2

18.9 7 11.5

18.9 'tl 18.0

2A

2

2

0

11

6

13

0

2

27

6

4

2B

13

31

13

2

6

1B

32

32

2B

1

2t
27

12

7

7

4

tq

10

5

5
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--Tab1e 16 (continued)--

Number of People in the Home

.4 5to9
I tem

N=53 N=33 N=53 .{=ti I

/a
El

¡o

waffÌe iron
toaste.r
counte¡ toP oven

corn PopPer
fondue
food mixe¡
bl-ende¡
hot tray
clothes drYer
combination

washe r,/drye r
wringer washer

spin dry washer

automatic washer

dishwashe r
freezer
:cfri-gcratol
range
ÂM-FM clock ¡adio
AM clock radio
AM-FM radio
AM radio
FM ¡adio
b and w console

television
b and w portable

tefevision
colour console

television
cofour portable

television
portable record

player
stereo console or

compo n ents
tape recorder

13 2a,5
51 96 "2
1 1"9

e 1.5
0 0.0

42 19.2
23 ¡13.4

4 7,5
37 69,8

1 1.9
13 2A.5

4 7"5

33 62"3
4 7,5

24 45.3
53 100.0
53 I 00.0
13 24,5
12 22.6
31 58, 5

18 34,0
I 1,9

25 41.2

19 35. B

19 3s, B

3 5,7

9 'ì7.0

29 5â,1
11 32.1

4c C¡ q 11IU

33 10c.0 51

2 6,1 2

3 9,1 10

I 3,0 2

28 84. B 37

10 30.3 23

2 6.1 9

21 63"6 40

Jt.b ¿¿L -;.:

9€'.2 50 3i.. ¡,

3,8 4 6.6
18,9 9 14.'¿

3"8 1 1.6
69,e 49 8i1.3

43.A 29 47.5

11.O 9 i4.3
7s,5 50 ô2"C

3.8 2 3.3
30.2 13 21.3
7"5 0 U.0

62.3 45 73.8

26.4 1 6 26.2
50.9 42 68.9

4nñ ñ ¿. ann n
¡iju.Lr úr ¡uu.J

1u0.0 61 100.0

20.8 19 31.1

28.3 1 4 23.D

41 ,2 33 a4 .1

58,5 2a 39.3
1.9 1 1.6

73,6 42 68,9

52.8 30

2

13

3

19

2

11

33

B

9

1B

14

1

6.1 2

39,4 16

9.1 4

57,6 33

6,1 14

51 ,5 27
4nn n qî

100.0 53

24.2 11

27,3 1 s

54.5 25

â2,4 31

3.0 1

72,1 39

45.5 2e

18.2 1 1

9.1 7

36.4 29

69 ,7 31

24.2 28

24

15

12

23

B

a9 .2

20"8 11 18.0

13.2 5 8.2

54.7 39 63 "9

58.5 34 55.7
52. 8 28 45.9
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