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CHAPTER I

sermissiveness in the child rearing
practices of the client group served by fivel of
jor social welfare agencies in greater Winnipsg, to de-
termine how these varied and with what these varia

gseened to be associated.

Concern has been expressed, both Dy members
4

within and outside the profession of social work, whether
the syatem of social welfare sery has been encourag-
ing or creating dependency in reecipients of social agoency

services.® It has been observed that second and third -

and somestizes more - generation families are known to

il

one or snother of the social agencies. It has been sug-

QJ

!

gested that this may be due to inadeguacy of treatnment

Qs
cr
b

methods employed by social agencies or due to rates of

1 assistance combined with the nature of rs-

fedo
W

e
w3

financi

also

o

habilitation methods. On the other hand it i1

LThese agencies were: The City ol Winnipeg be-
partment of Public Welfare, the Hanitoba Department of
Public Welfare {(Mothers? Allowances sranch}), toe Child-
ren's Aid Soclety of Winnipez, Winnipeg Juvenile and Family
Court, and The Fanily Bareau af Greater Winnipeg.

2Helen Harris Perlman, "Are We Creating Depend-

ﬂC”°” ocia Service Review, Vol. XXXIV, HNo. 3 (Sept-
533
o
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nship with the encoursgement or

creation of dependency existed, another approach sz

mature emotionally to the degree whnsre he is
able to function in socially ascribed and acquired

roles without marked inclination to rely on others for
advice, guidance or support. Theory about the emotional,
physiological and social developmental process shows
that one of the prime factors relating to depsndency

o

subjected or in which he participates at various st

3

of his or her developaent.

Clinical observations and theory reveal that

i

ects either too much or not enough of the child at a

3This is detailed in Chapter II.




3.
specific chronclogical age or level oi development may
predispose or cause dependency and/or attitudes towards

others which lead to hostile and/or anti-soccial be-~

formation regarding the possible creation ol emoticnal

dependency and as such it would serve both to provide

o
o
il

social worksrs with informotion helpful in their practice

of serving families and also add to the developuent of

knowledge on which trne practice of social work is based.

3

encompassed families which were in

[&)]

The study

by

seyvices from one or more of the §

T

receipt ©

family agencies serving

ol B

greater Winnipeg. It was car-
L

o/

ried out by a group of fifteen students in

3

o
«

&

=

vear at the School of Social Work at the Universil
during the 1963-64 academic year. The study
¢t of a more comprehensive project in which two

ects of family functioning were studied, namely

iich

¢ and kinship practices. This study thus repre-
P

sve of concern to the whole ressarch group consisting

.
wae

of forty-five students. To study the family functioning

hSee for example
documented in Chapter TI.




of the client group in these thres areas was seen as sige-

(’u

nificant in terms of adding to current social work th

"‘2

which is based on the notion of family-centred diaznosis

nild rearing research

and treatment. Members of the ¢

as providing the basis for determining whether the

will develop in the direction of emotional indepenience

or in the directicon of de b'nd@ncv,5

4

1

Frior to embarking on the research project, group

members neard a lecture from an instructor in cassework

dealing with prevailing socizl work concepts of tas

and the interaction of its members within the family
unit. In subsequent group discussions, group membders bee-
came increasingly aware that know dge from coursss of
the social work curriculum proved to be of immense value
in formulating and outlining the area to be studied

The course on behaviour 4
ment of individuals, prove
lineating the focus and s

was also fortunate in hav

SRefer to Erickson and Joss selyn, Chapter II.




ce in the family sccial welfare fields.,

fto
s

social work pract
Group discussions led to the conclusion that the
study would focus on the degree of permissiveness observed
in the child aring practices of the families studisd.
Pormissiveness was considered to exist on a continuum with
non=parmissive beshaviocur at one end and extremely pernissive
behaviour at the other end of the continuum. It was defined

n terms of the quality ol the demand that is made upon the

fede

1

d te sncourage him or her to respond in the desired way

bt

chi
in an area where change in behaviour is sought. For sx-
ample, demands are made on the child to change his behaviour
in the manner of taking food, in the mode of elimination
gtc. One pa%emt might make only very light or no demands
cn the child to engender change, whereas another might be
very demanding in encouraging change. ‘The median point
was defined for our purpos=s as making the demands for self
control in accordance with the child's development level.
It was decided to study the degree of permissiveness with
espect to three specilic areas of child development oc-

-

curing in the period from birth to six years, namely:

~ 0] -

1) infant feeding, 2) toilet training and 3) sex training.

20

&G

[¢]
i3
fle

This periocd of child re ng was chosan because

theory regarding child development shows that this forma-

period of life is most significant in influencing

tive




Determinants of behaviour

behaviour in the Culeo Many of the famlilies ware

they themselves
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Their need for social services was thouzhit to
imply that they had been operating under considzrable stress
1

as a family unit and this could be expected to be reflectad

irn child rearing practices,

z
<

Irene ¥, Josse
Children {New York: F:

lyn, Psychosocizsl Development of
amlly Service Association of Amsrica,
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ormulatlion of the
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*Permissiveness” for purposesg of this study is de-

-y

ined as making the demands for self-control placed unon

1

he cnild to correspond with

ef

fund
®
wd
¢
fd
°

fhNon-permissiveness”

the demands for self-control pls

a
than can be expected of the child at his or hsr develop=

muscular control of sphincter

garded as non-permissive in t

making a demand for self-control he

A

expected of the child at his or her developmental

-

Sub=hypotheses were then formulated with resseeh




1o each area in which chile

in anothe

would D

O

in the profes

The following subehypotheses were accor
postulated:
1. A greater proportion of families studied will

2

show non-permissive

ness rather than permissivensss

ing practices of thelr children under two veurs

i

training of

"Yeeding practices® for purposes of this study ar

considered to be the reactions o




behaviocur of the child relating to the chil

food.

"Toilet training®™ is considered as the resctions

"Sex training® refers to the reacticns of the warents

Lo the inquisitiveness about seX and the masturb

would have a bearing on the pattern of child rearing prac-
tices. A nuamber of these, such as sthnic origin, educstional

level of parents, size of fami

ol
i»ml
Q{l
o
«Q
o
[
*»J
[N
o
(&2}
O
H
2
j"‘l .
o)
&
ﬁ«m

position

e

within the family, occupational or class level, were con-
educzational level of the mother, age of the mother ak
time of giving birth to the child in relation to whom

child rearing practices were studiad,; and the ethnic

ing practices or were expected to be constant. T& vas
assumed for example that the socio-sconomic or socisl
class level would be fairly constant and any variationeg

would not be signii

Additional sub-hypotheses were thus formulatad as




of the mother increzses.
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group, the gresater proportion of mothers will

L,)

be found to be younger or older tThan ihe

of the mother and child rearing practices, it w#as thou

by group members that with better education, mothers are

likely to have read more widely aboubt popularisz

¥
b

w3
&

concepts of child rearing and hence
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w8, Artic
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distributed magazines, child developmen

s
o

o
tributed by public health agencies, books by Dr. Spoek! and

§e}

other authorities in the child development field would be
expected to influence child rearing practices.

.

The mother'®s age at the time when she bag

the child was seen as an important factor bearing on child

Senjamin Syackg Baby and Child Care (Montrsal:

Pocket Books of Canada, Ltd., 1906Zj.
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able to appreciate the emotional and physical needs of the
child and thus tend %o be non-permissive or extremely per-

nmissive. On the other hand it was expected that an in-

ssociated with incre:

oy

erzase in rigidity would be

¥
9]
t

]
o]
s
ES
[

and thus likely to make the mother non-permi

The ethnicity of the family was expeacted Lo

fluenced the pattern of child rearing practices. The

brought Ir

pressed in rearing practices As it is ths mother who is

primarily dinvolved in mediating these values thro.

o
=

3

mother-child relationship, the families? ethnicity was

&

established on the basis of the mother's ethnic origin.
The family, for the purpose of this study, consisted
of at least a mothar and one child between the ages six and

ten and presently in the home, the mother having rsarsd the

child from birth. If the family had more than one ¢f

It was assumed for purposes of this study that child
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HAPTER IX

recent. Pre-Freudian psychiatry and concepts of perscnality

were formulated chiefly on the notion that heredity deter-

thé genes transmitted through the parents.

this concept for example, the criminal personailiy was

=
fo
Q
[ag
ot
ro
iy
o)
=
Z
E.J.
<
&
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by
found
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o
o
<3
o

& by

mined personality. Many of the principles whict

concepts of personality development.

The controversy of hersdity versus eavironmsnt in
b

, iy T TP
LDEersonaLiLye develo prent nas Laus

anced visw which recognizes the relative sign




these factors. Current theory supgorts the view that in-
nerent capacities represent potential or liaitavions for

psychosocial development where the manner ol adaptablion

]

to the environment is influenced by the intsraction of in-

herent capacities with physical, emotional and social

bty
3

‘actors. Josselyn states that:

The constitutional factor itsell, howewvsr, musi be
considered in the Dzoads&t of terms, iiuﬂ a ¢con=-
stitutionally sensitive child may ultinately become
one of many types, depending upcn the particul
environmental experi g ces that play upon that
sitivity during life

t
[42]
Lo]
b
L}

The child's environment at birth coasists almost
solely of the mother., The relationship is characterized

by a complete dependence of the child upon the mother, the

child later undergoing gradual change in the direction of
physical independence and emotional maturity. Winch and

MeGinnis, in an introduction to selected studies dsaling

3]

with development and growth of personality states

Q:)

Oﬂe of the major beliefs in the psychology TS 0Tl=
lity is that the way in which a child's pes Lity
develops is determined (in whole or, at pard}
by the way in which his pargnis - and aspecially the

mother - inberact with him.~

1 e ; .

Irene ¥, Josselyn, Psychesocial Dave
ren (New York: Family SQerCm Association of
4./. }..5'

. “Robert F. Winch and Robert McGinnis, Selected Studies
in Marriagge and Family (New York: Henry Holt and CC., 1957,

De L7le




The importance of the gquality of the relationship
has been dramaticslly denonstrated by studies conducted by
o b3 - o5 3 ° & & o B e e
Spitz.2 He studied two groups of infants in an institubticnal

setting to determine the effect of maternal dsprivatiocn on

the child. The co lOﬂS for both groups ware sisilay
with the exception that the children in the contrel group
were in the care of their mothers while the children of the

other group were in the care of hospital nurses.
factor differing in the two groups was the amount and guality
of emotional interchange betwe the child and person caring

ld. The response to this variable showed itself
in various ways. The developumental trend was nobt only re-

3

versed but thirty-seven per cent of the children of the

s/

experimental group died during the two year obsarvabio
period whereas none of the children in the control group

succumbed.,

The high mortality is but the most extrems: consequence
f the general decline; both physical and psyzholozical
which is shown by ch*lgren completely starved of

emctional interaction.

Bowlby distinguishes bstween complate and partial

3Rene A. aplt? “Mo“harlass Infants,” Selected
Studies in Marriage and Family, ed. Hobert F. %inch and

Hobert McLinnis (New Yor&° Henry Holt and Co., 1957},
pp. 185-1GL.
}-é’l- E e

Ibid., p. 198,




are presented as a natter of degree wnich predisposes the
child to varying states of emotiocnal, physical and soccial
well-being.,

Freud?s work produced and led to the refinement of
the concept that personality was formed during the child!s

formative years. The child passes through several

of psychosocial development that have been recognized and
defined by modern psychology. Healthy emoticnal maturation

or growth depends on meeting the needs characteristic of

the phase satisfactorily. These phases ar: not clesrly
separated from each other but if the ehild does not resolve
the tasks of one particular phase then the process of
emotional development will influence the resolution of
subsequent phases, and thus interferes with orderly emobional

growth. Josselyn states that:

Maturation proceeds smoothly from cne level to the
next under situations meeting two conditions: ade-
quate emotional gratification at the lowsr level and

i
it is safe to leave,one level of adjustment and ex-

plore a nigher ocne.

SJohn Bowlby, Child Care and The Growth of Love
(Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin BOOKS Ltde, L9YGL}, p. 12,

o

CJosselyn, loc. cit,
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oral needs, the mother can also control tae chiid’s conduct
by relying on the giving or withholding of food. Un tae
other hand the mother may not make a demand for change-
worthy behaviour to a degree where it corresponds with the
?a

child's capacity for growth commensurate #ith nis develop-

mental level., The giving of food becomes associabed with

become anxious and develop a dependent attitude toward the

vorld. If little or no demand is made to induce change

ca

then the child may also remain dependent and conseguentliy

o

oorly preparad for tasks incidental to other stagss of de-
4 F N )

severe he may establish an adaptive pattern of rebellion

and on the other hand if few or no demands are made the child

may also react submi vely or dependently toward others.
Settlage states that "rigid child braining tends

to beget either a stifling of initiative or rebellion™.

foster the development of personality strength. The
author sses these as helping to establish identity, to
provi§e inner and social contrel and to stimulate the urge
toward mastsry. He notes further that if the coatrel is

P

too strict the child will abuse freedom whenever he gsis

Caivan Fo Settlage, "The Values of Limits in Child
Rearing,” Children, V (Sept,, 1958), p. 175,




a chance. I on the other hand, the control is too lenient,
the ¢hild will soon get into difficulty with the sociszl
order.
Kugelmass comes to a similar conclusion regarding
rigid controls,
A child brought up in rigid surroundis
missive, docile and courteous. He lo:

to think through things for himself, wnd is de
on your Juagai%t. He becomes 1ncaoa81b of adv
ke

&

his own independence. Bewildered by rour siz
he may turn against yvou with resentment and re

The optimum parental behaviour toward the child in
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angeworthy bshaviour has bsen defined as

“placing the demands for self control placed upon the child
. . g . -

to correspond with his developmental 1evelﬂ.l Sreckenridge

and Murphy note that "it is important to time the fesding

5f a baby according to his own ph3s1010g1021 Thguﬁdgil and

which allows
2ds and f8&83ﬂibl@
equal firmness ang
dangersus &dﬁbbei

the wise parent seeks a Jjudicious ba
- for prompt gratificaticn of rsal ns

desires and at the same tine, with
promptness denies unreasonable and

9I. N. Kug relmass, Complete Child Care (New York:
Twayne Puailsher&, 1959}, p. 205

Opobert F. Winch and Robert HebGinnis, Jelscted Studies
in Marriaze and the Family (New York: Henry Hold ang

Company, 1957}, p. 238,

1, &, Breckenridge and H. M. HMurphy, Growth and
the Development of the Iouag Child (Aullddqwgnldﬁ We Be
Saunders and (0., 1958), p. <47.
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They

given a charnce
he cannot acguire a healthy sense of his growing

powe

Ilg and Ames report similar findings with respect

to toilet training, which is the primary task during the
anal perlod of development.

csmuYOaleu research studies have shown that
in an ability is not effective until the
almost ready to do the thing in question,.
the child to perform toilet functions at a
time and place is not really effective until
the child?’s organism is almost ready to succeed.lb

.

that the cortical control of the sphincter
and the beginning of toilet training

ceording to © n toilet




ability to
pseudomature person or

a

est 18 not carried

i6 ..
aenandse russsen

who cr“ﬂt@“ a sJﬂmatheulb permalssive, re-
s undergoing btoiles
woul d be murm 11xelv ta comwlasﬂ the traine-
ocut unduly ubuetblﬁw the c'lld°~7

Eriks: - States that if control is too rigid or if
commences too early then the chilgd is
t0 gradually control his bowels and other funcbtions o
He will then either regress and fail to master the ta
or Dbecome hostile and willful. The same plint
Jaovelyﬁ.lg She states that with overdems adin
the child gains token control Or mastery tarcugh

negativism rathsr than through mastering tiralning. The

15J0ss selyn, op.cit., p. 52.

16“*u3rt iZe Finch, Fundamentals of
W. W. Horton and Co., 19807, p.

quboen and J. J, Conw¥r, Ch
ew York: Harper and Brothers,

Erikson, ‘Edenulty an
uss Vol. I,

-

ngﬁgselyn, OP.Cit., p. HL,




provide help in taking eps toward matu ion and doss
not indicate that achievement is expected. Eaglish and
Finch<O point out that it is during the anal period that
tie growing personality has its first experiences with

e

child will later have the ability to both give and take
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hand is harsh and inconsistant tl
o autnority will be distorted and charzcteriszed by hate

f'ear or both.
The genital period, approximately ages @

s characterized by sexual curiosity and jnquisitiveness

fte

s3ix,
about such questions as differences between male. and female
and where children come from. Curiosity about sexual CrEans
leads to masturbation and general overpreaccupation with

N . is 21 ‘
the genitals. According to Symonds s Mothers who are pare

missive in their attitude about feeding or toilset trainin

54

may ve specially sensitive to manifestabions of sexual
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behaviour and will seek to repress cur

erotic practices,

13PN - . N - . . FINT R
2, =, English and S. M. Finch, Introduction uo
Psychiatry (New York: W. W. Norton and 90ey 19547, p. L9

(ad l s 1 %% ) 3 rm >
Percival M. Symonds, The Dynamics of P
Felationships (Hew York: Burecau of Publications S,
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no-Lni.
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%Qzuiﬁ
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College, Columbia University, 1949), p. &




Cultural mores regarding sexual behaviour generally
excessive or openly practiced masturbation. Hodesty
children. Grsenberg™® notes that parents nsed to
that a certain amount of sex play is part of normal

nent and that 1f they afe anxious about this them-
selves or punish harshly that they may do unnecessary harme
He zdvises that guestions about sexual matters should be
answerad in accordance with the child®s level of compre=
hension. He further states that wise parents reduce the
opportunities to sublimate sexual écﬁivity = such as play
or learning experiences.

Faegre and Anderson also state that a child’®s
questions should be answered at his level, They state
that if the child®s knowledge about sex is at variance
with the stage of his development he "becomes an easy prey

of self-distrust and waakness”.zg

Simpson sums up the importance of the mother-child
relationship and child rearing practices:

soeesall great emotional stresses and strainsg in
the periﬂim of infantile 0?&?iuy anality and
”eﬁlb&LICY, will leave their mark on personality and

show up in overt behaviour ldtg? onn or in unconscious
motivation of overt behaviour, 2

£€3. M. Greenberg, The Encyclopedis of Chnild Care and

Guidance {New York: Doubleday and Co. 1344}, p. L95.

23 1. L. Faegre and J. E. Anderson, Child Care and Train-
ing (Minneapolis: ﬁﬁWVbelty of HMinnesota "Pross 1“&7} Pe 49Ye

°

2hpsorge Simpson, People in Families (¥ew York: Thomas
v s} & a1 N 4
¥, Crowell Co., 1960), pe. Z3L.




ental shame and embarrassment about seX.

found consisted chiefly of vague warnings

with verbalizations reminiscent of a victorian abititudes

v :

The above findings are of interest also because the study
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populations consisted in large pa
In comparative analysis of the results of sixzteen

studies of child rearing practices over a twesnty-{ive year

period to 1955, Bronfenbrenner found that American mothers

th

=

me more flexible w

Nt

of all social class levels have bec
respect to infant feeding and weanizg.gg This corresponds
with findings of Celia Strendler who reviewed articles which

had appeared in the Ladies® Home Journzl, Good Housekeeping

and Woman's Home Qompanion since 1930 regarding rscommendstions

of child rearing practices. In 1910 cotiton gloves were re-

comnended to prevent thumb sucking. By 1920 the recom-

mendation was to bring children up strictly. By 1930 the

25Fy1c1 Lewis, "Child Rearing Practices Anong Low-
Income Families,® (asework Papers (ilew York: Family Service
Association of AﬁbfLCa, 190l), p. 9.

gaﬁrle Sronfenbrenner, "Socializaticn and Soclal
Class h ~ough Time and Spa ce " Readings in Social Psychology,
ed. %, H. HMaccoby, T. i Neweonh and . We Hartley {lew
York: Holt, Reinhart and Winton, 1953), LOO=425,




recommendation was harsh schedu ing and training
1940 the recommendations focused on meeting emotional needs

f e 27 o e s R R, e .
of children,</ These [indinzs indicate that shifts in the

eXpert opinion. This again agrees with Bronfrenbrennsris

findings that changes in infant care practices are most

Sears, in a study of child rearing practicss in
two Hew England suburbs found that better educated mobhers

were more permissive in their practices. They were less

severe in toilet tr ining and more psrmissive about sex
N 2 en e 29
behaviour of their children. A study by Zucksrmanc’ slso

reports that the mother's education was g significant factor

o o

influencing aucthoritarian and eontrollin g avtitudes.

e

il

Furthermore the current child rearing ideal communicated
to mothers stresses democratic and permissive techniques

2 .
70roceed1n >3 of the Midcentury Wnite House uonfereice

on Children and YoULh.  Bdward A. RLChurdS od. {Raleizgh, N.C.
Hezlth Publications IﬁStlEuLe, 1950), p. 270,

hgﬁ ,

. 10 Sears, L. . Maccoby and He Levin, Patte rps sf
Child Rearing (Bvanston, Ill: Row, P“b“TSﬂﬂ, 1957}, 50435435,
9{:‘ i

Mo Zuckern wan, B. He Barrett and R. M. Braziel, "The
Parental Attitudes of Parents of Child Guidance ias"s,W
Child Development, XAXI (1960), p. 41k,




much more likely to reach the better educgated mothers

fie
“n

because they are more irequently expos

and the communication media. This stu

ot
D

he major determinant of maternal at

7

econcmic level of the mother as defi:

ears>Y also found that the age of the mothsr had

2 significant bearing on severity of ehild resring prace

SR

husbands and somewhat more likely to express an underlying

r<)

feeling of hostility toward children. Jos

eiyaBl states

[¢]

that it appears valid to assume that the capacity Ffor the

act of mothering and the emotional response 37 mobl
are related to the degree of psychological maiburivy of the

&

woman, which in turn has a bearing on age. [he very

ten still confronted with emoticaal probl:

The resulis of this literature and studies indicat

4

that permissive child rearing practices provide the

¥ , ) . .. P
)3Sears, daccoby and Levin, op.cit., p. 437,

31I - . 7 B o
N rene M. Josselyn, "Maternal Forces, Mot
and @ayher@zgess*, American Journal of Orthopsychi
bolo 20 (1;}5‘{’}) » Do Zﬁiia °




which provide significant information relevant t

scriptive study such as the present

of families receiving

o
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ing pract

were explored.

also suggest sone

of psycho=-

of the

education of the mothsr

-0 &

ore in which c¢child rear-




The research
views for purposes

elt to be the

o
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ampling method. A s

o

open-end gquestions 1o

areas of infant feeding, teilet training and sex training
was then administersd by members of the total ressarch
e schedule as used in its finsl Porm is Lo be

found in Appendix A.

As child rearing practices were only part of the
over-all study regarding three aspects of family function-

ing, certain limitations were imposed as to the compre-

g
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hensiveness ¢ e schnedule and the representativensss

of the sample selected,
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The total sample selected consis

families, with a distribution among the agencies and the
proportion of thelr respective cassloads as follows:

City of Winnipeg Welfare Department, 146 (1LliZ);
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. Welfare Departument, 45 (11.5%)
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and Family Court, 63 (14.3%). The sample
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population represented families known to at least one of
these agencies in December, 1963 and Januaary, 1904, who
were residents of Winnipeg proper. Families were in-
cluded if the agency listing did not disuinguish clearly
that there were no children. The size ol the sauple was
governed by the number of families that could reasonably
be interviewed in the time available.

Of the 369 families in the sample, 77 relused to
participate in the study. It was requested by the workers

hat 54 not be interviewed. A total of 62 families had

ct

oved away I[rom the addresses listed at the agencies aand
were unable to be located. A total of 176 families wsre
interviewed. Of these, a large number did not meet the
definition of family for our particular aspect of the
study because they had no children between the ages six
and ten living at home., Only 83 mothers were interviswed

n regard to their chilid rearing practices. The fact that
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viewed for the purposes oi our stud
of the client population we were studying.
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from the School of Social Work. Families associated with

some may have been phoned. A letter, signed by the senior

counsellor of the Family Court, was sent to familles active

. with that agency. Sevenlty per centb of the number contacted

were willing to participate in the study and the method of
t

~

o affect thelr willingness
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A composite schedule was administered by the 45

*

students participsating in the over-all research project.

.,

- four sections. Section A econ-

o
—
[
0
[¢]
ol
4K
3,
P
%,....I
©
¥
2
3
0
[—.J-
0
¢
[
2
%)
ety

sisted of the objective data, or identifying information,
reguired by the three research groups. Section B consisted

z the kinship practices of the

the mother. The order in which cach section of the schedule

k)

enablad us to move from the least to

{324

was administered

o

most sensitive questions. By having a composite schsdule
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in December, 1963, on a group of 39 faml
the schedules were completed in regard to child reariang
oractices. After the testing of the schadule, each re-
search group examined and analyzed the collected data for

its section and vevised its schedule. In the child rearing

\D

section so guestions were eliminated and others were
reformulated to ensure clarity and objectivity of response.

instructions for the interviewers were adiled to nelp them

o
‘:.L

elicit appropriate and ralevant responses. 4 preanble was
added to esach part of the child rearing schedule to engble

L]

the mother to share her specific child reiring practices

freely.
Qur section of the interview scheduls consisbted of
both the relevant objective data obtained from Section 4

and a series of open-end questions directed toward determine-

v'

s

ing what the child rearing practices ol

nfant feeding, toilet training and sex tralning.
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Objective data consisted of the birith date of thne mother

and the age of the child, the highest grad: in school

N

3

completed by the motiier and what she consiliered Lo be her

ethnic origin. These guestions provided data for the sube

hypotheses regarding age and education of the mother and

For determining ebhnicity of the mothear.
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The interviewer was given instructions to record the
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responses to the open-end question
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to the demands the mother made on the child for selfi-con-

trol in his bowel and bladder activities, and how she

&

responded when he failed to meet these desands.

Fee})

The section on sex tralining consisted of
guestions related to how the mother reactsd to tne Tnree

k) e N I T AP
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to six vear old child¥s guestions and
from his or her inquisitiveness regarding the diifers

between sexes and his or her origin,

o Pl o 1 3 -~ L - b g _—
Baefore the schedule was administered a groul mest-

2 p tre e b R B S T b - e P e e e wrnrd eyTargy e ey vepi
ing was held and it was explained to the ilnterviewers wiy

was sxamined and clarified for the interviewsr Lo sasure

his obtaining an appropriate response and Lo

ization of application. We were limited in

‘?"

gquestions we could ask becsuse each student
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ing the schedules of the other resear
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method of obtaining data limited our

that we were asking the mother questions avout events
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40,
cross-classified with the factor of age and education of the
mether. The age of the mother was categorized as follows:
21 and under; 22 to 35 inclusive; and 36 years and
The proportion of respondents who were permissive in each
of these categories was thus determined to show the re-
lationship between ape of mother and the incidence of per-
missiveness.

The education of the mother was categorized ac-
cording to three levels: grade school, 0 - &6; Jjunior hig
7 - and high school and above, 10 or more. The pro-
portion of families classified as permissive was debermined
for each educational level and the relationship between
education and permissiveness ascertained.

It was anticipated that the variebty of ethnic origin
among respondents and the size of the sample would preclude
classification of each of the ethnicities separately.
Certain ethnicities were therefore grouped iato sub-cate-
gories according to similar cultural values. The detaills
of the ethnic origins appearing in each sub=-calegory are
as follows:

(a) Anglo=-Saxon: English, Irish and Scottish.

edish, uanlsq, Dutch, Icelandic,

(b} West=European: Sw
German dna Freach.

(¢c) East Burcopean: Ukrainian, Hungarian, Polish and
n

(d) HNorth American Indian: Indian and Hetise.

ng




h of Socuth African, Italian,

{e} Others: One eac
Canadian and Jewlish.
v each of the sube-




CHBAPTER IV

of families would be found to be non-permissive or extremely
permissive rather than permissive in each of the three

By ¥

£ ehild rearing.

&
!
o
@
w
o
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The first analysis shows the distribution of families

u
into categories of permissiveness for each of the three

DISTRIBUTION BY NUW B”ﬁ
ACCORDING TO CATEGOL
THE THREE AHQAS OF

Infant Toilet Sex o
Feeding Training Trainiag
Ho. Per Lent | o, Per Cent | No. Per Gent
Total 83 100 853 100 &5a 100
Permissive 34 L0, 9 20 Zipe L 27 £1.5
Non-permissive 13 15.6 33 39,5 20 30,8
Extremely N
el . . . Q A >3 {"}
' P@Ti’ﬁlSSlV@ 21{- Zbe g 12" 6 5 2%‘ éoJ
Inconsistent 12 1hh 16 19.3 1k 21.5
@The responses of 18 families to questions about sex
training practices were incomplete or not rateable.




tabulated,

child rearing, the families of the non-permissive, extremely
permissive and inconsistent categories, when combineq,

constitute a proportion greater than the families in the

o]

the areas of child reari

o
2N
S, B

In the areas of infant and toilet braining
Eow

o

iy

practices, the families in the non-permissive and extremely

s

permissive cate;

‘]

ory, when combined, constitute a proportion

0y

° s

greater than the families in the permissive category. The

M\

indings are most conclusive with respect to teilet training
practices where the families of the combined non-permissive
and extremely permissive categories are in ratio of more
than two to one relative to families in the permissive
group. The proportion of families in the non-permissive

category, by itself, is greater than families in the per-

missive category.

In the sex training area, 18 families could not be
rated, as no responses were obtained from them to any of

the guestions in that area. Table IV, in Appendix B




F s ;3 S ol oam & » eer -
for any one question and is as high as 07.5 per cent oz

these families responded to the effesct that bhelr children

W

]

did not show sexual curiosity, engage in masturbatery be-

haviour or ask questions about sex.
Two other trends worthy of note are ivdicated in
Table 1. The number of families who are extremely permissive

in thelr rearing practices is highest in

area (R8.9%), lower in the toilet btraini

and lowest in the sex training area (6.

'Y

to inconsistency in chlld rearing, the smallest numbsr of

bty
3

1t feeding avea {(1h.4%), with

et

s found in the

fuds

families ni'a

e

more inconsistent families in the toilet training arsa
{19.3%), and the most inconsistent families in sex training
area {2l.5%). Both these findings and the number of in-
complete responses to guestions regarding sex training,
indicate that sex training practices were a sensitive
aspect of child training.

The second step in the analysis consisted of tab-

ulating the data pertinent to the guestion posed by the main

e Y

hypothesis, namely that a grester proporition of families
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TABLE 2

vyt
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b
2
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W FE e

o

Infant Toilet Sex
Feeding {raining iraining
Ho. Per vent | No, er Lent | No. Psr Lent
Total 38 100 38 100 204 L00
Permissive o) 21.5 7 18.4 3 345
Nonepermissive 5 13.2 i2 31.5 4 15.4
Extremely P
s £ a0 g
Permissive 1k 36.8 7 18.4 1 3.8
Inconsistent 11 28.9 12 31.5 12 Lo 2

8Twelve families did not respond oy gave unrateable
answers to all questions about sex training practices.

u,b

It will be noted that of these 38 families whiecn
evidenced inconsistent child rearing practices in the over-
all rating, only a small proportion wers permissive with re-

spect to any of the three areas of chill rearing. Within
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number of familises wh

o

number of families which are permissive and the number of

non-pernissive families exceeds the number of families which




of families which are permissive in each
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of the three areas.
The progression in the extremely permissive category

again shows the highest incl

°

responses to all guestions Aoout sex bLraining, 9 were also

inconsistent in one othsr area of child rearing.

respondents within the sex training avea of the 83 families
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and the 12 not rateab
area of the 38 inconsistent families will

arises due to the fact that for purposes of the global rating

families might be inconsisbtent in the sex training area itsell,

but when combined with a permissive, non-permissive or exbremely
permissive rating in the other two areas, some of the familiss
re thus classified in a category other than inconsistent.
In looking at the factor of age an attempt was made

to determine if the proportion of mothers in the non-permissive

and extremely permissive categories would be younger or older
]

- o




Hon- axtremely ine-
Yermissive | Permissive | Permissive | Consistent
Par Per Per Far
Total | Ho. cent | No. Cent | No. Cent | Ho,. Gent
Age 822 |20 100 116 100 & 100 138 100

21 andg s e g - ~ - o3
edogintll B v/ 6 30,01 & 25.01 0O 0.01 7 18.5

22-35 52 il 55,04 7 3.7 1 7 87.3 | 27 7l.1

)
frad
1
°

o«

Dver 13 5  31.31 1 12.5] & 10.5

le of 83 mothers did not

c
P
55{5‘0

20ne mother of the total samp
respond to the guestion of a

The findings are presented in Table L.




TABLE &

Elementary | Junior High {High School
06 e 10 Plus
Per Per Fer
Total i Ho. Cent | No, Cent 1HNo. Cent

g3 18 100 | 44 100 121 100

Permissive 21 3 16.7 | 10 22.7 { 8 38.1
Non-permissive 16 2 11.1 111 25.0 | 3 14.3
Extrenely a - P2 £ ; 0.
Inconsistent 34 11 6l.1 |17 38.7 110 L7.5

will be noted that the proportion of the mothers
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mothers with an elementary education, to 22.7 per cent for
mothers with a Junior high education, %o 38.1 per cent for
mothers with a high school education. However, it will alsc
be noted that the greatest proportion of mothers in the non-

permissive catsgory are of the Junior high educaticnal level,

t would have been expected that the mothers in the




¥y was considered Lo be a possible factor in
the child rearing practices of the familiss. It had been
anticipated on the basis of the initial testing of the
schedule that a larger sample would be obtained. When only
83 families were interviewed, it was realized that the
respondents would fall into a large number of different
groupings. For analytical purposes the various ethnicities

were thus grouped together in cultural groups according

to geographic regions.

These findings are presented in tabular form in
Table V of Appendix B, It would appear on the basis of

these findings that ethnicity is not signif

to the child rearing nractices of the mothers c@ﬁsti‘utiﬁﬁ
& F iy f)
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to investigate some of the factors with which the practices
were thought to be associated.

A sample of eighty-three families was studied,

Members of the research group obtained the necessary in=

formation and data by completing a schedule in face-to-~face

ews with the families selected from the study. The
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permissivensess, respecting the factors of age, esducation

e mother,.
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permissive rather than permissive in their child rearing

practices. The findinzs would appear to be inconclusive.
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However, when the latter
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non-and-extremely pe
permissive cabegory. This difference was again however not

£l

significant in view of the size of the sample.

When the large proportion of families which were
inconsistent (45.5%) in their over-all child rearing prac-

tices was consicdered in relation to the above, then it

s

could be said that three out of four families were somebhing
other than psrmissive in their child rearing practices.
The guestion arises however if the large proportion of

.

families found to be inconsistent was reprasentative of

=]

the measurement of a variation in child rearing or whether

1

nis might be related to reliabiiity of the schedule. It

ot

is granted that the number of guestions congtituting the
schiedule and the number of guestions with respect to

each of the three areas of child rearing was small. This
was recognized as one of the limitiations of the study

but could not be asliered due to bLhe time factor and the

-all

"Q

mposed by the requirements of the ove

w
of
o
o,
L]
™~
9]
=
M
Q
P w»

y functioning - this study being only one
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existed both as to the number of incomplete responses

within an area and among the areas. These will be viewsd

Y

in more detail when the sub-hypotheses are consideresd.
However, it can be noted that the variations in the con=
tent of the questions would seem to have g bearing on the

distribution of the families into categories of permige

fte

ne category of inconsistency.

ct

siveness and into

It was in an attempt to deal with these guestions
that the thirty-eight families ich were found to be incon-
sistent were further analyzed by classifying tiiem sepa-
rabtely (Table 2 in the preceeding chapter). These findings

further support the evidence that the greater proportion
P 1S

of families was found to be something other than permissive

o)
o
Gt
D
;,-.-d
L3
W
b
Iy
=
[¢]
o
w3
«f

in thelr child rearing practices, with on

in infant feeding practices and 18.4 per cent in toilet
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he three sube-hypotheses arising cut of the wmain

hypothesis stated that a greater proportio

rather than permissive in the child rearing areas of infant
feeding, tollet training and sex training. The findings
with respect to these hypotheses are most conclusive with

T

regard to the toilet training area where the proportion of
families which was found to be non-peraissive exceeded, by

permissive. However, when the non-permlgsive and exbremely

o5

permigsive families were considered in relation %o the pro-

o

W

portion of permissive families then the hypothesis rsspecting

I'4
5

both infant feeding and tollst training practices could be

[
e
ﬁ‘
(%
e
o
<
@

sa been substantiated. It is noteworthy that the

greatest incidence of permissiveness was found to have oc

313wy 4 ~ 1 » ol - 2 £ 3T - P o 3 pn e
curred in the infant feeding area of child resring practicss.

This i3 also the area having the largest proportion of
extremely permissive families and the smallest proportion of

inconsistent families of the three arsas. It will be noted,

[y}

if reference is made to Question 3 of the senedule and Table
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this category compared to twenity-seven which were found %06

be permissive and twenty-four found to be either non-per

missive or extremely permissive. The large proportion of

=

ng that ®this never happened® during the
pha

3

mobthers respo

ndir
exual curiosity e of development suggests that this
t

may be a sensitive arsa of child rearing. Again, if re-

that the number of mothers giving incomplete responses
ranges from 53 per cent to 67.5 per cent for the four
questions respecting this area of cnild r

@
stions in this area were similar as to content

a4 A

)

that the au

and that responses were fairly evenly distribvuted among the
four questions. These findings shoul

-

social agencies from the point of view both of approaching
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its sensitivity) and in dealing with it

studied which would be found to fall into the non-permissive
or extremely permissive group, a greater proportion of the

mothers would be found to be either younger or older than

ings showed that the age of the mother was not a factor
to any signiiicant degree. It would seem plausible however

that the assumption that the time span between the onset of
¥

]
5
ot
i..,d
[3
=
@
8
+
e

g and the time of the study (varying from six

to ten years) would not influence the rsliability of the

mothers® responses should not have been made. Other factors

such as the learning experiences of the mother in rearing
children already colder than the child in guestion, the sex

of the child, father in the home, the emotional auality in

in

the mother-ch

Jue

.1d relationship are possibly equally as in-
£

particular child rearing practices. The findings as ob-

tained did not show a significant variation according to
the chi-sguare test of sbatistical significance.

The sub-hypcthesis regarding the factor of education
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also by

casework services of varying intensity and dursztion Irom

the soecial agencies. Consequently, the emotional abmosphsre

To summarize the findings, the main hypothesis was
supported toc bhe exber hat in each of the areas of infant

feeding, toilet traiaing and sex training the majority of

the mothers was other than permissive in that the largest .
z o

proportion in each instance comprised those who were non-

permissive, extremely permissive and inconsistent. With
respect to the independent variables, the level of permis=-
siveness varied with the educational level of the mother,

to a lesser extent with the ethnic origin, but did not vary
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and he would not
Lo, can you tell

Z. When your child wa
eat nils food when
me what you did?

When ¥your child ’..S 12 a7
eat between meals, what did you do?

e
L
e
&
Seaart
wit

{b} If answer is "I fed him® ask:

I

ii) Did you also feed him just before meal (s)?

ears old and spilled his

e
AR )
3
%
S’”’
e
[
o
o frde
i...A
LL
b
;’.U
O
3 fole
%"'
{u

"I cleaned it up”, then ask wha
. . :\L )

feei
M
L ]

There are different ways in which psople tﬁ“ch their
children to use the bathroom and there are many dife
ferent situations which arise uuW1n% the tr&lﬂlhm

We would like to know how you handled some of these
situations, '

o

’3

1. (a) At what age did your ch valk without the
help of somecne else or without holding on
to anything?

1Y 7 - 1 3 TN A 4 -l g
(b} How 0ld was he when you started toilset LF&l&LﬂQ? |
{montus) !
2. Did you place vyour child on the pot regularly o §
train him? Yes Ho §
I yes = if you placed your child on the pot and
he did not have a bowel movement, what did you do?
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bt

Nt
[

bet
following si

L.

1A%

Gid your child ever wet the bed al nizghi aftsr you
regarded him as trained?
If yes = what did you do?

ldren grow up, they
dies and the bodies
[

&
re bablies come from
> run around the h
‘arents have many dif
s. Could you think

i - -
ween 3 and & years and

s

tuations:

When your cnild asked
wnat ]
did you do?

e}

=)
of Pfheﬁs
w3

interest in their
> o They may often
s play with themselves and
ouse »ﬁ*hs&t any clothes
Terent ways of

ay show

<!

: e

s of respond
back to when your chi
tell us what you did :

=
£

ghere

Wnen your cenild showed
r the bodies of other
laying together, what

curiosity about his own body
children, when they were
did you do?

L book off his clothes and ran around
he at di uoq
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