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ÇHAP-rER 5rf,¿ RESp0NSES AtioN6 flEN

I NTRODUCT I ON

ïhis Ehåpter establiEhEs a +rarneHork +or underÉtandinq nale res_

ponEes to the dernands Jor an end to lTlale vi.olence Àgå j.nst Homen. It
exanines three 

'nain 
rsEponÉe cåtegoriesi rein{orcernent o{ the status

quo¡ avoidance of the issues; and l¡orking {or positive change. 14hile

Eoßìe inen may fit ints tso or rnorê response categsrieFr ultirnÀtelyr they

either are working for Àn end to male violence, or are part of the

prÕble,n.

EôTI I¡ REINFBREEIlENT I]F THE STATUs nIIn

Thi5 is å response by nen vtho,s rn¿in goal is ts lirnit or repeal

the advances of feninisn. It iE charaEterized by {our groupsl offend-

ers; conservÀtive ideologueE; aen,s rights advocates; and ftale

terroristE,

A. OFFENÐERS

l,Jhen reviewing ho¡¡ oen have responded to the demÀnds {or ån end to

måle vio¡ence against nonen, onp cånnot forget that very little has

changed for many victins, The populati.on o{ o{fenders renains Iârqe

ånd intimidÀting, {,lhen Iooking {or siqns of positive change among nen,

this group must never be {orgotten. It rpnindE one of the amount o{

uork which much be done before çonen achieve eguåtity in our Eociety,
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B, DüNËËfrVA1t VE HA90ULTNIST5l

Conservatives beÌieve thåt the traditional sèx roles for men and

HollËn ar€ appropriåte for each sex. Ihey believe that it Ís part o+

men 's nature to be politically and socially dami n ant, Henneth Clatter-
båughr in an article that exèntißes the nufierouE ,,nen,s novenents,,,

notes that there are tHo vÀrietj.es--thÊ noral and bioloqical conser-

vatives.?

l. l'10ral Ëonlervativps

l.loral conservatives bel j.eve that the {åmiIyr church, and conmunity

liork to civilize and donesticate måle nature, To question or attacrr

these institutions is to threaten the {ragile stability of our

c i vi I i ? åt i on,

Clatterbaugh cites Êeorqe Gilder'Ë nrany writingsr including SexuÀl

SuÍ ci de and llen And flärr i åoe, as characteristic ex ÀnF I es o{ noral con-

servative nasculinist philoEophy. Êilder reiterates thp traditionål
inage of fllèn as providers and protectors while indicatinq Honen åre

best at caregiving and nurtu¡-ing. Ëilder nasks his support fsr rlrale

suFremacy by arguing that iTìen only have poyier in the soci¡l and

r. The roncept ol hegefionic nrãsculinityr introdqcEd åbove in
Chapter Three, invBlves exanining the social and politicàl +Brces Hith-in speci{ic historic perisds Hhich af{srd greater social, political,
ånd ectrnonic poHer to specÍ{ic varieties of in¿scurinity þ¡hirE reducini
the pouer of men adoFting other arasculinities,

Building upon thiE concppt, Henneth Clatterbaugh uses the teríÌoÀsculinist "to apply to àny point o{ vien that o{feri ån anåIysis Bfthe social reality of tNorthl A¡lerican nen and o{fers an *9"nd" {0.
then. " Thus there can be conservative, gay, socialist, and oih*l. ,"r-culinists, Kenneth Ëlatterbauqh,,,HaEculinist perspectives,', Ëhanqinq
t!Ê!_,2(r, Hi n-Spr 1989r 4,

2, tbid,, 4-å.
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Folitical sphere, ând since the domestic ånd se)iuål sphere--in which,

Ëilder BtateE, ltofien are dotninånt--is prèsurnåbly mcre important to

humÀn happiness, he argues that þ]omen posEess qreatEr po$Er thån nen in

our society, 6ilder contends that violence in our society is caused

prirîårily by single nen rrho have not had the civilizinq benefits of a

si{e and fÀßìily. llen nho use pornography or are violent Àre seen ås

Ë¡{ånples 
'.,here 

sociali.zation has failed; such nen have not been su{ti-
ciently tåßed,

From the u'oral conservåtive perspective, the ëxisting institutions
need not adopt more Iiberal policiesi doing so, would only uorEen the

situåtÍon. l'loral conEeFvatives, therefore, strive to strengthen and

rein{Brce the tråditionål gÊnder status quo, They {err feninism is ts

blame {or nany o{ our society's FrBblems Ànd vieH feninists as rippinq

up the esEentiat fabric that holds tBgether an ordËr ç¡hich--in the eyes

of the msral conservatives--riorks {airty uelt. 0rganizing +or repro-

ductive freedoil , gay rights, equal enployrnent opportuniti.es, or shel-

ters for battered Hsmen is viewed aE anti-+aÍìily, even ånti-

civilízåtion.r

tlany o{ the fundårnEntåliEt reliqions that have +ueled the lgg0s

revlvål of conservative politics throughout the r,rEEtÊrn induEtriår

countries have been Àn important bulf¿årk for ßorål conservÀtiveE in

their åtteßìpts at repeåling Hhåt they viet.l as signi{icant gains for

uonen at the expense of the existi,ng socisl order. lioral csnEervativeE

have r¡orked extrenely hard to try and return l,,onen tG their traditional

s¡ Ibid,
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rol.Ë ås childbÞàrÈrs subserviånt tö their

tempted to do this in tuo key åreas:

i, Q-Þ:eCtinq To $tate Fundino For D¿v f,are

husbånds,4 ThÊy have at-

State {unding .for childcarB is anathena ts the ntoràI conBerva-

tive's viEion o+ the proper sociål order, Typically they attribute nu-

nerouE social illsr such as juvenile delinquency, teÊn pregnancy, and

drug åbuBÈr to the åbsencÊ of the nother fron the hone.s floral con-

servatives ignore evidence indicåting that children of Irorking m0thers

o{ten are equally kjel l adjusted--ãnd even slightly nore socially inde-

pendent--thÅn their stay at horne counterparts.é Consërvètivps ålÉo ig-
nBre thE current econonic recesEion that often conpels both parents to

seek påid eßploymBñt,7 Horal conservatives tend to bl¿ne individual

fanilies--particularly erorìBn äs the najor cEnsumers--for an inflatêd

4. RebEccð Kl atch,
lJn i versi ty Pr ess, lgBT),

l,lom e n 0f lhe Nes Rioht (Philadelphiar Temp 1e

r¡ Ibid,, 120-1?1i ånd Ronåtd Toth, ,,The ptåin Truth About Abðr-tionr l,lhy 5o Li ttl e [Jnderstood?,' I_[e_p_l_èi!__llut h r S0(4), t'tay t9E5, Z-4;
42-4¡,

a, ,lay Belsky, and Laurence Steinberg, ,'ThÉ EffectE 0{ Day Earel
A Critical Revieø," Annual prosreEe ¡n Child Fsychiatrv And Ehild De-
velopnent, I979, 576-ó11, fihile encouraginq additionat i"**rcl.,, Aef-
sky and Steinberg note that ,'experience in hiqh-quality center-based
day care (1) has neither salutary nor deleterious effects Ltpon the in-tellectual dBvelopiìent o+ the child, l?l is not disruptive of theÊhild's emBtional bond with hist/herl nothÊr, ånd (3) increÀses the de-gree to Hhich the child interacts, both positively ånd neqatively uithpeers" (577).

', Canadian statistics Í ndi cate that Ín l9gó r "Eonpåred Hithchildless coupleEr f ar:rilies t.tith Bne or tHo children $ere twice aslikely to be poor, while {arnilies t{ith three chíldren or nore vrere
almost three times as likely to be poor.,, See: ,'CCSÐ JoinE In Cåll For
An End To child Povprtyr" sociÀl Ðeveropnlent 0vervieH¡ canÀdian councir0f Social Develosíìent., 6l?l , llin 1?B?, l.
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coRsufiÊr li+pstyle.s llhile some niddle clèEE +affiliE5 could--ånd do_-

forgo the second incone in order to spend more time Rith their chi ld-
renr blaming the r¡oman is an evasive attempt åt creating a victÍm vlhire

ignÐring the failinqs of thp current economic and politi.cal systen.

ii, fiohtinq Aqainst l,lomen's Reproductive Freedon

tlany of the rnen narchinq at anti-choice rallies Àg¿inEt åbsrtion

are no¡al conservatives,e ith the support o{ many {ringe ànd eFtåb-

lished churches, they continue to nakp a lot of noise despite statis-
tics which indicate thÃt àpproHimatety 70 Fercent of AnericÀns and Ëan-

Àdians believe that abortion is a personal, nedical matter and not a

crininâl one, ¡o

{,lith the lgE0s rise Bf neo-cBnservative politics, the struggles in

the united 5tåteE ånd canada over reproductive freedoms took a dishear-

tening turn' Reåctinq to the rl7oE shi{t ts*,ard ri.berÀlizåtion o{

abortion lÀ$s and a relative increase in the àvairabitity o{ sa{e ther-

aFeutic abortions, the nloral conservatives e{fectively lobbied to pull

E, Toth, "The Plain Truth About Abortion,,, 4Z-4J.

t, Rhonda Copelon, and Kathryn Kolbert, ,'lnperTect JuEticEr¡¡
lls. , 18 ( 1-2) , Jul -Aug 19EI | 42,

ro, A 7l percent ligure llas cited by 6loriå StËinun! ,'A Easic
Hutnàn fiiqht," l!å,_, 1B(l-2), JLrl-Aug, l?B9r ¡?-41,

LouÍs Harris pollsters state thàt 61 percent of Arnericans sup-port the original BgE_y_e_,__U_q!_e- deciEion, which gave Anerican r.ronen theriqht to åbortion, 5ee, "The Facts 0f Lif e,,, psychol oq y I!dÀy, ?J 0),
0ctober 1984 , 10,

A Ëallup Poll csnducted in 0ctober t?Bg revealed that 71.? per-cent of Ëanådiåns agree that ',åbortiBn is a medical decision lhat
shculd rest uith the eronen in consultatiBn Hith her dsctsr,,, EanådiÂn
Abortion RightE Action League {ËllRAL) | ,,presB Release¡ Vast llajority0{ C¡nadi ans Are Pro-choiEe,,, CARAL_ prels R e_Le-êåC ( Tor onts I IAñAL
Fress, Ect 19-?0, I98B ) ,
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back the pendulum so that once agåin democratic access Hàs bEinq

jeopardized,

In the lJnited States, Roe v-s, l,låde, the l97J landmark cåse pro-

clairning å Hofiån's right of acEess to Àbortion øas being chållenged

across the country, The ll5 Supreme Court'E !973 judgernent in {avoür s{

lgg was à HåtÊrshed victÕry .f Õr the numerous qroups and individuals

that had lsbbied throughout the tgó0s to protect the reproductive free-

dan af American lronen. Despite the Êuphoria amonq pro-choice support-

ers a{ter thE Supreße Êourt ru}ing, many ackno.*ledged that the decision

Has nÐrp of å comproíÌise th¿n a victory. llhi le al louiing abortions, the

ruling did not result in seEure, deßoEråtic access or funding to abor-

ticn in the LJs, It did ,'too little to help poor Boaen, teenågB t{omenl

and nany othe¡s. " t !

Roe vs {,Jade perpetxated other problems. l,lhile establiËhed Hith

the purpose o{ protecting the health ånd vielfare of the slonan ¿nd the

+etu5, it ålEo perpetuåted state involvement in thÞ åbortion dBbate.lã

l{ the state still }ras Hilting to proclain a eronÀn,s right o{ access to

abortionr thE såne state systern--sith a change B{ state planners and an

increåsp in political pressurÉ--could be used to reverse the decision.

rr, 6loria Stei nurn | ,'A ÞÀEi E Hurnan Riqhtr" l'is. I lg -Z), Jul -Aug,
1?89, 4il,

ïhe liaitE on Roe vs, l¡lå d_g were {urther extended in 1i77. Con-
greEsman Henry Hyde (ReF.-ltlinoiE) introduced an amendment tr the {pd-erål department of Health, Education and þlelfare budget åppropriåtionbill to slash state {unding {or abortions. After the amendrnent pasred
in 1978, I'ledicaid abortions dropped gð percent {rorn 250,000 tø 2r42!,Ëhildbirth By Choice Trrst, Abortionl]L Lavl And Histo¡y: lhe prs-Chsice
Persoecti ve ( Toronto: Chi I dbi rth By Ehoi ce TruEt, lgg¡), ll,

rå, 5tÈinutnr "A Basic Human Right," 40,
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Since I ?73, Roe vs !lade haç been under attack. Clinics have b een

picketed and bombed; cl ients threatened ånd Âs5aul tEd or, in the anti_

choice vernaculår,'strÉet counEelled,, The increaEinqly conservative

politicå1 and econonic climate of the early lgggs sÍgnificantly encour-

Àged this process,

RÕnåld Reagan's ¿nd Eeorge Eush,5 Republican a d íì i n i E t r ð t i o n s

played an important role in strenqtheninq, ånd o{ten directing, the

noral conservativÊ båcktàsh aqainst reproductive choice. 0ne of the

leadinq {iqures }tåB !lilliam Bradford Reynolds, ',the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
, 
s

'hit nan'{sr civil rights, nost notable {sr his attack on a{firmative

action,"¡s Reynolds encouråged l'lissouri State Attorney 6eneràl Hilliam

{,lebster tn include overrulinq Roq vs }lådE in {,1Ê Þglqr__Jg!_Eqglqdu c t i vÊ

H€alth Services, The l,lebster case energed a{ter the l,liEsBuri ståtF

legislature ¡estricted abortion in four llays, It:
declareId] that I ife begi ns at conception;,., prE-
cludeldl Fublic +äcilities or employees frsít as-
si.stinq in abortion;, . , irnposetdJ Â qåq rule Bn
counsElling about the abortiBn option by åny pro-
qrån or person paid Hith public funds¡,,,and re-
quireidJ doctors to perform a battery o{ useless
teets on uomen to dèterrl1inÊ fetal viability. r+

0ne day after the November ltgB US presidential election, the out-

going Reaqan adninistration {ited a subnissi.on encouraginq the Supreme

Court to heår the !Jebster case. ThB Bush adninistration later

0opelon, ånd KolbErt, ', Inperfect Justice,

Ibid.¡4

42,
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submitted ûne o+ the most substantial anti-choice briB{s recÊived by

the Court. 1s

tlhEn thÊ U5 Suprenre Court ({illËd prirìarily with Republican ap-

pointed Ëhie{ Justices) hånds down its ruling in låte 19g0, it hÀg

three options. First, it can coapletely overrule Roe vs, _!lade. l,jhile

possible, this Hould not likely be nell received by thè three or four

out of five Americans who support a uÞñÀn,s reproductive {reedon. ¡6

Second, the Gourt måy dÊcide, as waE done in Nen Hanpshire, that ,,the

state shall not compel åny ooftan to coiTlp¡ete or terninate a preg-

nancy, rz ThiE Ëould enable tegiFIåtors who might not llânt to choose

bptHeen the tt,lo sides in the debate, avoid the issue, Ìhe governntentl

in e{+ect, would rB,nove itsel+ frsn the debate. yet trithout ensuring

lunding for cIinicE, the availability o{ abortisn services would be

ser i ousl y curtailed, ¡e

A third possible Suprene Court response could involve nst over_

tLrrning Roe vs l,Jåde! but inFtead further eroding itE utility by ådding

additional restrictions. Yet any diminuti.on of a Btatute so lackinq in
detail that it precludes equal access to abortion +or ålI American Ho-

nen would exacerbate the probiern. Frsrn the mora] conservative perspec-

tÍve, however, there is sone HiBdofi in this tactic, Erodingr as

rr. Peggy Sirnpson¡ ',The political
l9B? , 4ó,

I é, Stëi nun | ,,4 BåË i c Hunan Ri ght, r'

| 2 , Ëi mpson, ,, The Pol i t i crl Ar en a,
Hunan Ri ght , ' 4i)-41.

Arena, " NË. r tB(t-2), Jul -Aug

40-41,

" 4ó ¡ and 5t ei num, ,'A Fas i c

¡€. Ibid, ApproH i rnatel y BZ percent o{ Aner i can åbsrti ons åre Fer_forllled i¡ free-standing clinics, Ëhildbirth By Choice Trust, ,,Factà 0nÊbortion," booklet (Toronto: thildbirth By Ëhoice Trust, I,lar l9B9), 3,
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coÍrFåred to complètely ovBrruring Roe vs, Hade }Jauld lir{eIy reduce the

ability of the pro-choice movenent to organize å Eiqnificånt

rÊspoRsÊ,1?

Ùlhile the Suprenre Court decision still is {orthconring, the fact

that l,lebster vs Re¡roductivE Heålth ServÍceE ånd thus Foe vs l,lade sere

under revievt ¿ttests to the rise Bf noråI conEerv¿tive strenqth and

influence in the United Ståtes. Reviewing Rovr vs, llade r{Às an Bpen

attack sn the rights and freedsíìs of American trornen; the gains of femi-

nists were under seige, In North Anerica, this phenonena sas not lini_
ted to the lJnited States,

In Ëanada, relative to the US, the ñoraI conservative reâction

took longer to orqanize, but nonethÊless nas equally threatening to no-

nen. Throughout the 197(rs, thousands of Honen had rallied to denand

RccesE to så{e theråpBntic abortions, Dr, HÉnry llorqantaler, a populÀr

nedia f¡cus for thè Canadian novenpnt {er reproductive choice, had

struqgled for decades {or å }ionån's right to decide {or herEel{ ehether

to carry å pregnancy to terrn, Ðespite repeated attenrpts to have his

cliniçs closed, l{orgåntålet Hön nunErous cÞurt bÀttles.eo Butr by the

end o{ the 1?80s, the resistance appeared to be strengthened. ThÊ Cån-

adian Suprene csurt's 19Bg decision to strike doHn the r9ó? federar

re, Copelon, ¡nd Kolbert, ,, Inper{ect ,lustice,,, 44,

2ó, Childbirth By Choice lrustr Abortion In LaH And HistorV, l2_
1J¡ and CÀn¿dar I'linister o{ Justice and Attorney Oen*r"t o+ C"n-aOa j
J-rÞ! i ce_hlo-rfl åt i on : [e_q_!þgqNi-on Leo i E I at i on Fac kqr ound I n f or nat i á¡(0ttawa¡ l'linister of JusticÈ and Attorney Oen"-"iìi- C*naGli* s,
l9s9 ) ,
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åbórtion ]åH appeåred to {ortify the rnorål conservative resolvÈ,ål

They no lonqer just harassed HomEn Hèlking into abortion clinics or åt-

Èacl:ed the doctorE that performed abortions, These efforts Here rein-
forced by csurt challenges to block å HonÀn,s reFroduEtive +reedolIì.

In July 1989, lavryers an behal{ of Ëregory Llurphy subnitied an a{-

{idavit to the Suprerne 0ourt sf 0ntario to prohibit flurphy,s FÀrtnerl
Eårbårå Dodd, {roil having an abortion, l,.lh i le the injunction eventual Iy

!ias set aside by the Supreme Court, {or a brie{ period, there Hås con_

siderable uncertainty as to which vlay the court sould rule. Had it not

been disßissBd, Barbara Dodd, Bho HÀnted to terninate her FregnÀncy,

laould håve been required by 1ås to folloo through ånd deliver thÊ

chi ld, It uould håvp been a state enforced pregnåncy.

The 0ntðriB Supreme Court decisiBn ts set aside the injunction Hås

not à clBar victory for pro-choice advscates in Canada. The presiding

judge, llr. Juetice l,l, 6ibson Ëray, emphasized that he uas not ruling on

whether court injunctions should be uEed in 0ntario to prevent abor-

tions, Inrtead, the injunction Has blscked because Barbar¿ Dodd ', +las

not givÊn su{{icient notice of the hearÍng and that there Bere eleinents

of fraud (by Êregory llurphy) in the depositionÉ put before Hr. JuEiice

rlshn 0'Ðriscoll o{ the såme court À ¡lÉek eår1ier, "eã Despitë this
ståtenent, Clayton Ruby, Barbara Dodd,s latllyer, still felt victorious.

He not ed that

2r, Canada, Ìli n i ¡ter of Justi Ëe and Attorney ËËner ä I 0l 0åñðda rJuEtice InformetiÐnr Ner¡ Aborti0n -Leqillatisn Eaqf,qrou[d In{ornation(0ttasal l.linister of Justice änd Attorney çenerål o+ Ct;adå, N;; J,
t 9B9 ) .

22, Donn llownney, "Dodd flins Bid To Have Abortion,,, The 0lobe
And Hail, Jul y 12, 1?8T r Al,
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l,Jhat ¡,¡ e h¡ve seen is a t¿ste of 1i{e if the right-
to-life (groups) have their way. llonen Hhs 

'iÀnt 
an

Âborti on uill have to go to court, they sill have
to Ãrgup, they uill be under the threåt of cr j.rninÀl
prosecution ånd jåil,z¡

Earbara Dodd sas not ålonE in hpr Etruggte Hith the judicial sys-

ten and the acconpanying national medÍa attention. Chantale Daigler a

twenty-one year old secretary +rom Chibouqånau, Quebec, {aced a sifiìiIÀr

struggle.

Chantale had been in a relationship with Jean-Ëuy Irembley since

Novenber l9BB. Shortly a{ter they started shåring an apartment, ,Jean-

6uy becane ernotionalLy abusive, By late Harch IgB?, uhen Chantale

learned she v¡às pregnånt, Jean-6uy, å {orner nightclub bouncer, had

escal ated to usi ng p hysi cÀ¡ violence,2a

JeÂn-Êuy Trembley has admitted that Gregory l,lurphy,E Àctions

against BårbÂrå Dodd pronrpted his decisiEn to obtain a court injunction

to prevent Çhantale f rorn having an abortion, Trembtey received tempor-

ary, and then permanentr injunctisnE on JuIy 7th, and l7th, 19g?, reE-

pectively' chant¡Ie cancerred her åbortion and obt¡ined Iegàr councir,

Her case soon Hent to the Canadian Srpreme Ëourt,

0n August 8r l9?0, as the Suprenre Ëourt justices were about to de-

liver their rulinq, it Hès discovered th¿t Chantale had gone to, and

rEceived an abortion in, a Boston ctinic, She had been afrÀid thÂt

Canada's hiqhest cou¡t l,lould require her to carry through sith the

Fregnancy, lJpon hearing of Daigle,s abortion, the Suprene Court judges

ZS, Ibid.

â4, D'Arcy JÈHish, "Abortion 0n
¡lr 1989, 15,

Irial," Haclean's, 102 (31) , ,lul
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briefly reconvened in their Frivåte chanber, then returned io announce

their deci.sion, lJnanimously they overturned the 0uebec SuFerior

Ëourt's iniuncti Bn, ¿Ê

!lhile the Dsdd and DaiqIe batttBs nåy have beEn nominal victorieE

{or the pro-choice side, the HaF oaE not over. The unIertåißty of many

CanådiÀn lJofien Has conlpsunded on l'lay 2g, l?g0 r*hen the .f ederal gsvern-

ment passed neH lpgislåtion to replace the oId abortion Àct struEri doHn

ÀE in 1988. The gsvernrllent called it s compronrise solution, yet Bill
c-43 recrininalized åbortion, removed the decisisn from thè individual

tronan and placed it in the hands of her doctor--ßost of whom arÊ ßenl

further restricted aEcess to ÂbortiBn, and enabled third-pÀrty inter-
vention by disgruntled husbånds or màIË pårtners,zé

The passage o{ Bill E-4S has not ended the debate over åbBrtion,

But the {ederàl governiÌpnt's bill did nal:e a strong statenent; Çan¡dian

wonen would nst be ÀlloHed to nake their o'on reproductive desisions.

The bill attested to the strength s{ ûìoral conservative ideotogy at the

federal level, or at least a recoqnition in 0ttasa that noral cEnservÀ-

tives Here a poBerful fsrce Hith s¡hich to reckon if one is to naintain

pslitical pEr{er. !Jhile the numerical strÊngth o+ íìorÊl cBnservåtives

2Ë, ,lewish, ,,Aborti0n 0n Triàlr" l4-l7i Bruce l,lallace, and Lisa
Van Dusen, 'rAbortion Agony, " [ac l ean.s, 102 (J4), Ar-rg ?1, 1989, lZ-l4i
and Alberto I'lanquel, ,,Çhantale Dai.qle,', Chat el ai ne, 6I ), Jan t ?90,
3g-41, 1t3-114,

:ó, I'len For lrloíìEn's ChoiËer ,'FivÉ ReÈBoñÉ !lhy The proposEd Abðr-tion LaH Is No Compronise,' (Toronto¡ llen For þ¡omEn,s Choice, Hailinq
CÍ rcul ar, January 1??0), t.

In 19Ë2, the Ëanadian physicien labour {orce nas gó percent rnale.
5ee Christel lJoodward, and 0rvilI Adans, ,,physician Resource DatabÀnk:
Numbers, Distribution And Activities 0f Canada,s physiciens,,' Çanadiaq
He(ical Assoqiation Journal , 132, I'lay lEr l9ËEr fi7i-t1gË.



Has unknoHn I they had signi{icåntly shifted the co¡lective conscious_

nÊss 0{ a society,

Qgnc I usi on1 0n l'lo r a I _C o n s e r v a t iv e s

Horal conservatives encouråger through politicat ånd Bociàl preE_

sure, the belief that a ßonan's prifìary .f unction is ts detiver and nur_

ture nany children, lJnderlyinq this strugqle, is the isEue Bf c¡ntrEl

over Hofien's lives and bodies, For vtonen to lose these bàttl€s csuld

result in thefi being increÈsingly restricted ts the traditional mother

role, llhile potentially reHardinB for måny, the ocEupation nust be one

that is chssen and not dictated due to lack o{ other oFtions. It saE

this b¡sic lack sf other oFpBrtunities that was a driving force behind

the 1970s rpv j.vål a+ the vronen's rûoveíìÊnti rlofien Here tired o{ being

restricted to å sociål. ly proscribed rolE. 0urinq the 1gg0B, msrÂl con-

servaiives sere tryinq to return to that earlier period and sl.lcceeded

in plåcing nany obstaclee in thË path of feminisrn.

The reinforcement provided by noral conservativism to ihe belief
that a vJonÀn's prinåry function is ts bear children, strenqthens the

prËssure to retaliÀte, punish, or legally and physically restrict thoËe

*'onen v¡ho attenrpt to deviate or break au,ay from such restricted femin-

inity. It is not unconßon +or nen to begin assaulting their t¡iveE l,¡hen

they announcet fsr examFIe, they are going to start attendinq univer-

Ëityr or obtain paid enploynent out o{ the hone,ez

l,lhat the noral conse¡våtiveE try to ignore !s that their

22, Ron gchwartz, Counsellor, I'len'å
qramne 0f Klinic Conrìußity Health Centre,
phone intervieH Hith thp author, June E,

Progratltne | Ëvol ve, A Pr o-
l,ii nn i peg, Ilanitoba, Tele-

1990.
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philosophy is built upon, and reinforces, the unequal poeer relaiion-
ships bptHeen nany social grol.lps. As Henneth Clatterbaugh ståtes, "the

conservative's ready acceptånce o{ i n e q u a I i t i e E - - b e t w e e n men ànd Hou.pn,

åmong rìen, Br by race--opens thern to the chårge of being ¡ voice for

uhitB rnålÉ suprenacy, "ås ClatterbÀuqh'E point iE appropriate, The

inages and values advocåted by nroral conserv¿tives are striklngty siini-

lar to hos the {arnily Has of f iciaHy portrayed in Nazi EeFÍìÀny {rom the

1920s through to thE end sf the Second l,Jorld l,lar,2r A sinilar parallel

HÀs that the German noral conservatives received considerable support

and encourÀqeßent fron nußerous biBlBgicål conservative theorists.

These links vlere beinq replicated in the lgBgs and lg90E.

2. Bioloqical Conservatives

Eiolrqical conservative mÀscu¡inists contend that rnen will doni-

nate ovEr HBnen because o+ their innàte ÀgqresEive advantage, For

exanple,

the central fact i s that rnen and Homen are di {*erent
{rom each othêr, {roÍì the qene to the thought to the
act, and that enstisns thàt underpin rnascul inity and
fenininity, thÀt rnåke real i ty as experienced by the
male eternÀlIy dif{erent fron that eÍperiencèd by the
{enale, floH from the bioloqiEal natures sf man and
t{oßån. . . , l,JBmen vrho deny their natures,,,are condeñìned
--to paraphrase Ingrid BengiB'5 sonderful phrase--to
tsrgue against their o11n juices.,,.roleE ÀsBociåted
with qender have been priaarily the reEult rÀther

a 6 . C I a t t e r b a u g h , rr lfÂ e c u ¡ i n i s t P e r s p e c t i v e s , ', 4 ,

2e, For nore on the German National Socialjst (Nazi) party,s
ideology Ànd portrayål o+ flåsculinity and fenrininity, arnong otheis,
Eee: Berthold Hinz r Art In Thp Third Reich (NeH yorkr Fantheon Booksj
1?79), 110-17ó,



¡óE

thån the cåuse o{ sFxual di{ferènces,so

Biological conservativE5 alss believe that ¡Joinen,s physioloqy pre-

disposes thenr to greater overÀll ißportÀnEe due to their essenti¡l

child-bearing and nurturing qualities that ensure the continuity of the

speci es, Gol dberg n0tÉs thåt

Perhaps this female slisdom cones fron reBignation
to the real i ty o{ male doni nance¡ nror e likely it is
a harmoni c of thÊ Hornån's knoril edge thÈt ultimÀtety
she is the one who nåtters, As a result, there åre
nore brilliant men than britliant vtoaen and nBre poH-
er{ul men than pouerful nomen, there Àre rnorÊ good
+ronen thBn good men, !iomen are not dependent sn nale
bri I I i ance {sr thei r deepest scurce sf strength, but
nen åre dependênt on female strength. Fesl sonen have
been ruÍned by meni {emale endurance survives. l,låny
men, houever, have been destroyed by Hoßen uho did
not underEt¿nd, or did not care to understand, male
lrågi I i ty. st

Biological conservativeE, place conEiderable respBnsibility for

nen's {ailings--ðnd prÊsumåbty their violeßce--èt the feet of r,tonen

who {¡iled to understand the fraitty o{ nen, This belief underpins

tttost battering and Eexual assault myths, If onty the rlornan had been

nore sensitive and recognized her rnale pÀrtner fiåy have had a bad day

at work she Hsuld not have deprived him o{ her nurturing support, thu5

åvoiding the resultant black eye or push dosJn the t+¡o {lights o{

stairs, Sifiilarly, håd Ehp only renenbered male frå9iIity, she would

not have worn that speci{ic outfit ånd temptèd her rapist. Such a per-

spective absolves men sf their responEibitity {or their crimes o{ vio-

I Ênce and b 1 ames sonen,

3o, Stevèn ËÕldbprg, I_hB lnevitåbility 0f Fatri¡rchy (London:
Tenp I e Snrith, t9771| 194-195, cited in Clatterbauqh, "l'lasculinist
PErspect i ves r " 4-ó,

ar, 0oldbergr Thê Inevitåbility 0f patr!Êrchy, l?4,
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Ëlatterbaugh nÕtes that sofle biologicsl consErvðtiv€s take their

bÊlie{s evÊn farther th¿n Ëoldberg, As exami.ned ðbove in Çhapters

Three and Four, Edward l,.lilson argued that traditional Ítåsculine doni-

nance, åggression, sexual èsEault, Ànd proíìiscuity årÊ Been ås Hays o+

inrreasi.ng the survival r¿te of specific gene pools in environfients

that are o{ten di+ficult for human survivår,sÈ llhat 6oldberq and other

biologica! theorists ignore or minirllize is the huûÌan capacity for cog-

nitivè intÊrvention in our actions, Even if He do havp Epeci+ic phy-

siological drives, He have the capåcity ts make speci{ic cho j.ces about

shether, hon, or uhen vle try to rneet these. llale violencè is not in-
evi tabl e--i t is socially constructed.

Conclusions 0n lfsral ¡nd Biolsqical Conservatives

lhe political cliarate of the late Z0th century encouraged cynicisf'ì

regårding the prospect {or an end to ßale violence against uronen. !lith
the revival o{ the conservative ideology {olloyling the eEono[ìic reces-

sion o{ the late l?7r)s, came a rerativery rengthy period predominated

by the continuous dismantling o+ rnany sociat policies protecting the

rights and f reedBrns o{ the rnany groups exploited and abused by the cr-rr-

rent social and Econonic systen,ss In this contextr fiqhting for uo-

,ìen's rights becane an uphiil battle severely complicated by the poli-
tical strength o{ qonservative concepts about masculinity and

{emininity,

r2, EdHård 0, !lilsonr 0n Human Nature g79), cited in Ctatter-
baugh r "Hàsculin!.st Perspectives,', 4-6,

ar, Allan Cravl{ord, Thunder t}n The Rioht! lhE Nesr Rioht Añd ThEtglitics Ql Fesentneßt (Neu york: pantheon ËoEks, l?80)
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Fron¡ the conservatÍve perspective, feninism, in its ef{orts at re-

dressing the social, politica¡, and econonic potriÈr inbalance betHeen

men and tiomen, is doompd to fail; it is trying to go ågÀinst the l¿os

of nature. l,lhile conservatives often reEpßnd as if {eninisn sere ¿

frivolous and flistaken Haste o+ time, the {orce of their often virurent

attacks indicatEs not only the current vitality o{ neo-conservative

ideology (even thouqh it often lacks solid logicat cohesion), but a

potential {ear of the legitißåte ElÀims of {èrniniBfi ånd its appea I to

signi{icant sections s{ the domeEtic population.

!lhat r'¡as dif{erent about the l9B0s, as corlrpÀred to the early lg70s

Hhen the current {eninist moventènt {irst emerqed, cas that the opposi-

tion to feniniEn appeÂred to bè strengthened. It had not been since

the 1930s that conservative ideology, policies, and programmes had en-

jõyed Ëtrc h popul ari ty, !a In the unitÈd States, the Republ i can Farty,

tunder Presidents Reagan and thpn Bush, succeeded in threatening the Ee-

curity o{ the gÂins nade by the }lonen,s moveilent in the l?70s. ypt

this phenonenon haB not been linited to the US, it has mani{eEtpd it-
Eel { in coun tr i es around thË l,lsr I d.

Ëonservative ,nÂsculinists have played a significant role in the

rEVi vål of the political r i ght -vti ng. In becomi nq nore voEå¡ , they uer e

å voice leqitinrizing the violencÊ Àgåinst konen perpetråted by ¡rillions
of rnÀle of{enders, They served to strengthen the soneshat nebulous,

bttt nevertheless prevalent, perception among rnany men thÀt nomen al-
reÂdy håd it pretty good ånd t,lere having an even eaEier time after the

advent of {eminism' In encouraging such resentnent, the cBnservative

Ibid,
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inasculinistE åre a fundåmental {orce cBntributing to the high ¡pvels B{

male violence aqainst women, |lhile o{{iciatty they may ¡ot condone in-
dividual acts of violence, their belie{ that aggression ånd violÊnce

åre nåturàl mÂlè quåtities ensure that Hornen Hill continue to be hurt

Ànd killed,

Conservative mascutinists, honever, were not the only reinforcers

of the status quo, They were supported by the men,s rights advocates,

c. rHE flEN',S (! HT5 ADV0CATES

Bac kqround

The oriqins o{ the nen's riqhts perspective arE easy to find. Ês

diÉcussed above in Ëhapter Three, nany flìen uere increÂsingly resent{ul

o+ the rÉstrictions inherent in the 1?E0s hegenonic tnåsculinity, Trad-

itional marriages and the incunbent breadl{inner role le+t ßåny flen

fèeling they trere beRring the br{nt of this arràngÊment.ss

ïhe 1970s revival of featinism exacerbåtEd the existing tensions

and encouraged å rìore organized nale response. l'1any nen felt threat-

enBd or confusedi they also began to Fe+tect on issues that had tong

been ignored. llany joined conscicusnesE raising groups ts examine the

feninist allegations åqÀinst ÍìÀìe roles as breadt.linner, soldier, or

leader¡ nen's contribütiBns to the degradation and abuse of women; and

the dangers o+ hegeitlonic rnasculinity.

This r esponse by men began--as did thB {Eflinisi n o v e n e n t - - p r i n a r i -

ly in the tJnitèd States $here the media, for lack o{ a better tern,

e!. Eårbårå Ëhrenrei ch, ',4 Feni ní st,s
l'lichael Kimmel , and I'lichael ilessner (eds, ),
tllillan Pub,, Co,, lg8?), 34-43.

View 0i lhe Nel.¡ t'lan, " in
llen's Lives {Nerr York: llac-
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labelled it thp men's novement, The activity soon spread across thË

U5, Ëanada, the !leEt European countries Ànd beyond, By thË rllid-to

late-l?70s, the number o{ nen'E groups r,tÂE increåsing ånd måny HerE

putting togËther and publishinq proclamations o{ thei.r principles as

personÀl and political statements. This {lurry o{ activityr vihile

still extrefiely snral I when conpared to the women,s lfìoveßlEnt, ßas sig-

ni{icant. llany rnen Herè exanrininq that þthich previously had been

unEpoken, and flany l'tårÞ hope{ul of the potential changes åhåad,¡é

The next natural step was {or organizers to pull together region-

ål r and even, national qatheringE to raise thÊ consciousness o{ other

fìen ånd to spÀrk diEcuEsiÕn {or solutiBns tÕ thÊ many problens con-

fronting oen èßd r{omen. At these conferences, the ernerging differencËs

Hithin the msverìentr Ì{hich had started to becone viEible ¿t the local

level, became unavoidable. l¡hile mÀny of the individuals Ând groups

nay håve been united ¿s nen reEponding to the deßånds of feninism,

their diEsinilar class, race, ånd ideolBgicål oriqins quickly resulted

in politicål analyses ånd åctions thåt nBved in very di{ferent, and of-
ten contrådictBryt directions, The novement th¡t had juEt begun, ap-

peared to be lalling apart,!7

aa. Joe Interrante, ,'Dancing Al ong The precipicel lhe I'len,É l,love-
fiient in the B0'Er', Part I, [._Ê.e_¡!LC_fl e¡_þf_Qe!-dCL J r.r s t i c e , 9r Surn-
FÀl l98?, 3-åì20-?1, Part Il, H. 6entle tlen For Eender Juitiã, tó, Sp.
l?BS, 3-ó;32; Ned Lyttetton, ,'Hen's LiberÀtiBn, flen ngainst SexisÍì andIlajor Dividing Li nes, " Resour c es For Feni 4i st Resgè¡-chr 1Z (4) r Dec-Jan
l?83-84, 33-34; and Rsbert A. Lewis, "llen.s Liberati.en and the l,len'E
llovement¡ lmplications for Ëounse1lors", p

ÀL, Vol , ó0(4) r Dec tgBtr 2¡å-2S9,

e7, Ibid.

rn-
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ln the early lgB0s, severål coflmentators rsithin the fien,s lflove_

l1lent, such as Joe Interr¡nter NËd Lyttelton Ând othërs,Eq portråyed thë

division Às betHeen tHo rìÂin qroups: Íren.s rights advocates, those

struggl ing to extend the r i ghts of men; and p r E - { e n i n i s t I a n t i - s e x i s t
nen, those strugglinq to end the violence men perpetrate against wonen.

In general, this categorization renains correct even thouqh, by the end

o{ the l9B0s, additionÀl emåller sectsrE alss l,|ere evident. Despite the

emergence of these other factions {discussed beloH) r the sizE ðnd

strength o+ the men's rights advocates, or nale libErationists, re-

ltìÂi ned Ei gni f icånt,

The manner in Hhich thÈ rnen's rights advoc¿tes qenerally have

rei.n+orced ítalë violence ågÀinst tromen, and thuE {urther jeopÀrdizËd

thÊir så+ety, requires examination.

PhilqÞ!g[g And Pf3!!!ç,e__qi_The Hen 'E Ri qhtE Advogates

The mèn's rights advocåtÈs årË ðpposËd to fËminisnì,sr ThFy con-

tend that {eminiEm misrepresents the reality of men,s and l{omen,s

lives, Proponents rtould argue that nen and women Àre Êquàlly abused by

the current Eociål relåtions or that nÊn åre nore abused becÀuse of the

extrernEly restrictive traditional male sex rsle, They contend that

{efiìinisfì has become not a {Brce to enpot.ter uonen but onê ts gain more

po¡,er over men, They see the rtomen's novenent as pronoting negative

inaqes ol nen, male quilt, and distortions of the pouer relations

Ibid.

Ibid,
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betHeen men Ànd Hofipn, Frorn their perspective, feminism has crëåted à

new sexism thåt nåkËË rnèn thE pri,nàry victims,ao

l'1en's rights mÊrBbers have been Etrugglinq to create male-run sr-
ganizations, provide legal protection and counEelling support for fa-

thers engaged in divorce or custody proceedings, lltonitor and critique

advances made by the !¿oaen'B novement, and study and highlight hor,t

uonen abuse men, Typicðlly the nen's rightE nascul.inists move beyond

protectionisnr into assaulting gains nåde by Honen for equality. Thig

has left rnen's rights proponëntE open to åttåck¡ they have qiven å neB

name to Eome veFy anciÊnt and traditional practices o{ repl icating and

Frötectinq thÊ påtríårchy, a¡

0ne of the best publiEhed exainples of men,s rights masculinisn iE

Frðncis Bauûìl i (Ed.)r llEq Lreeinq llent Exptodin0 lhe llvth o{ the Trad-

Ltional llale,+¿ lt is r conpilation ol thoughtEr comfientEr åñd posi-

tion papers {rorn the Coalition of Free llen, DivorcÈd Dads Incorporated,

The 14en's Experience, Hen's Rights AåsociÀtion, Hen.s Riqhts Incorpor-

Àtedr and others intent on improving the ståtuE sf nen. The f ocr-rs

ranges {ron the in{ormative, such as vrhy rnÀle sperß countE have de-

creased in the I a5t filty yBars (industrial toxicity), to the personal,

such as Hhat it felt like to be called å +À9got and queer throughout

4o. Ëlatterbaugh, ,,Ìlasculiníst perrpectives,,' 4¡ Jin ptâEekr
rrHerb Ëoldberq And The PotiticE 0{ 'Free llen,,', [r-]Eq[LLp Hen Fo¡ 6en-
der Ju¡tice,2, Spr 1980r 10-tl! and Robert 

.grðnnEn, ,Aã-Th" T*;lien'A Faction 0f 0ur l'lovenènt?r', ll, Gëntle llen For Ëe¡der Justicer 7,
I'li n 1?B l -8?, 14-15,30-32.

4r. Ibid,

42, FrånciB Båunti I He¡ Freeinq llen¡ Ex¡lodino The llyth of thg
Traditional_tg.þ (Jersey City: err Atlantic press, tgBE).
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school. BåurnIi's Hork re{lEctB the r esen t men t nten 
,E ri ghts members

have tcward traditional hegeßonic rnasculinity, Hen,s rights advocateE

recognize and ¿dvertiEe the potentially disastrous health, financial,
and enotional conBËquencEs of always trying to +ul+ill the traditional

male rol e. a3 They emphasi ze that bei ng the brËådRi nner Ðr the Eo¡dier

o{tEn iE nore than what it iE cràcked up to be,

l,lhile mÊn's rights advocates deserve some credit for their cri-
tique of hegenonic måsculinityr their analysis is lloe{uIIy incBfiplete.

In e,(posinq the {ailings ot hegemonic rnasculinity and its eflects sn

nen, the men's riqhte advocateE conveniently ignore or ninimize tt,Jo key

factors: f i rst, the advantages r¡hiÊh historicàl ly have accrued to aen

adopting traditisnal hegenonic masculinity; and second, the disastrous

e++ect this particular forn of m a s c u I i n i t y - - a n d its incumbent accep-

tance o+ ßìÀlE violence--h¡s had on the liveE o{ nillions o{ ulonen, Fy

ignoring these crucial realities, the nen's rights proponents jump tB

the extremely self-cÉntred csnclusionE that men Rre opFressed, and the

r{omen's novenent is only coßpoßnding the problem, llen,s rights acti-
vists believe, and try to prove, that nen have had to suf{er just as

,nuch--i{ not ,rìore than--somen, This philosophy is evident in several

key areas in Baunl i 'E I'l e!*_Eleåi-tS__liC[.

i, f,exualitv

A typical exalflple of the fien's rights perception of male-fenale

sexuality is Robert 5ides, "llale Anger and líale Sexuality,,' l,lhi le

extremely brie{, his tso paragraphs reveal both his Ãnger tot.la¡d rsomen

as, Afiong others seei Herb 6oldbergr Thê Håzards 0+ Beino flale¡
$urvivinq_thg llyth o{ 11¿Eculinq___tLLivilegg (Nep york:
197 6J .

5i gnet Books,
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ånd hie uncritical åcceptance Bf raFe fnythBlogy, He is upEet because

he feel E that it is no longer socially acceptable .f cr men to become

angry at fashion nodels such as Brooke ËhieIds. He statesi

Þlhat irks ne ßost is the fact that r,¡omen c¿nnot
believe nen l{ould get p,o.'d seeing this ló-yeèr-
old yank them årÕund $iho thEn whispers, on tålk
shows, that she really iE still å virqin! So r{hy
is she sticking her ass in our fåces? I rnean, don,t
tåunt us unless you 'r e goi ng ts deal with the heat,
too, si Btpr !aa

0nce Àgainr it is À revisisn of the otd biologicÂl dèterÍìinist belie{

that men håvè uncontrollable sexu¿l urges that cannst be cont¿ined when

telltpted by å ltonran, l,lhile Sides does not spèci{y if ',the heÀt" in-
volves sexual ÀEsÂult, he is intirnating that it is the woman,s .fault

for Ànything that nay occur, This is a replication of the victim blam-

ing Honen have su{*ered for centuries,

Tuo årticles on prostitution, Ðavid llorrou.E "you pay For Every

Piece You Ëet" ånd Herb 6oldberg's ,,prostitution As l,lale Hurniliation,,'

maintain the tBne established by sides. l'lorro9,l ctruld eell have l¡rittEn

l1 aybo¿ nagazine's editorial policy in the l?F0E. He contendE that nen

are uged by $tBnen viho plot to try and steal !lhat they can {roß fien. He

proclÀirns one rulel

only if À Hsßan has several suitBrs of the highest
socioecononic EtÀnding þ¡hich her body and person-
Âlity cèn attract BÍIt she chosse the one who is
nost gentlernanly. But i{ she has ¿s suitors a pronì-
inent asEhole ånd À gentleman of lesser economic
íreåns, she flill choose the asshole. Later she can
easily divorce him, sue {or alinony, and stiH be

44, Robert A, gidËsr "SexLtål Anger llith l,lonen: Hale Anger
tlale Sexuality," in Éaumli (ed,), fien Freei.nq ¡len, 45,
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ßåintainÊd in his econonic lifestyle,aã

This is l'lorrow's eHplanåtion .for why ,'þlomen narry jerks and pricks des-

pite their insistÊnce thÀt they Hant thoughtful, gentler considerate

husbands, "aé I'lorroH's ådvieË to nen ie to be sure ts establish thellì-

selves protessionÀ1ly and FErsBnalIy beforE getting rnårried,

A mån Hho Håits until a+ter he is established be{ore
thinking Rbout mårFiage $ill have thp econonic bait
to attract quÂlity females, but sincË his properties
are in his nane ¿nd Here acquired before tltÀrriage, Â

etoíìån's major tetltptation tB divBrce is absent. Too,
a job steadily and ccnscientiously per{orfled by a man
be{ore mårriage Hitl be fairly secure even in the event
sf å divorce, since thË boss HÕu1d btaûe the l{i{e for
ãRy disruptÍðn.47

Herb Goldberg's article is not much of an inprovement. Boldberg,

one o{ thè most prolilic and pubtishËd àdvocåtes o{ nen.s rightsa6, in

"Prostitutian As HaIe HußìitiÀtion,', reiterates the men.s rights F€rcep-

tion of ßen o{ten being victißìized by nonen. He inplies that prostitu-

tisn is equålly hurniliating {or wonen ånd men, Admittedly, it can bp

a less than resarding experience for a man to purchase a prostitute,

but tHo isEues--FoHÉr and choice--are lårgFly ignored by 0oldberq,

BÉinq the purchaser, as compared to being the one Hho i.s purchaEedr

sutonðticÀlIy estÀblishes an unequal power dynanic, llhile it rnay be

huniliating {or both peopler typirÃl1y the nan has csnsiderably norë

4ð, Davi d I'lorrou,
(ed, ), flen Freeinq llqq,

4a. Ibid,

47. Ibid.

"You Påy For Ëvery Píece You Ëet,,,Ín ËaurnlÍ
49.

44, For example, see: Herb 6oldberg, The Hazards 0f Beino I'l¿ I e:
The Nett llale: _LLo n 5el f -Des!ruc,!..¡þn to_fell-Care (New
Boolrs, 1979); and The Nen t1 È_k:Eg¡_È_l_e._ RC_]_A!!1¡ ghi-L (Nev;

Yorkt Si qnEt
Yor k: Si gnet

Booke, 1983 ) ,
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choice. tlhile sotne Hotflen ntåy choose to prostitute themselveE, too o{-

ten this decision is made becèusB sf limited ëconomic opportunities or

a s e I { - p e r c e p t i o n , developed a{ter years of childhood and ¿duIt emc-

tiona¡, physical, and sexual abuse by nen, that beinq sexual sith rnen

is the only vehicle {or receivinq love or åFpreciÃtion, Ëoldberg con-

veniently forgets to rnention thåt ßen $ho påy for a prostitute seldom

becone FhyFically ånd sexually abused, yËt this comfnonly occurs to wo-

men providing the Eervicp, 0otdberg ignores the relative {reedon and

poHer of the men in such situations. lt iE the man l.lho chooses Hhen to

ualk in, and out of, the trÀnEåction, Ëoldberg,s intÈrestB, howevër,

lay elsetrhere. He notes that narri,ed ßen are ,,starved {or a monent o{

sFontåneous, nonobtigÂting, aggressivÊìy {ree sexual abandon,,, Anoth-

er rÂpe nyth; wives arE not Futting out, there{ore íìen åre entitled to
do ås thEy must in order to fulfill their needs. This is the sanè Êx-

cuse offered {or nany gexual assaults. Haybe, instead of purchasing a

prostitute's services, the men to phom 6oldberg alludes, should etamine

why their relationship doeE nBt rneet their etnotirnål and sexual needs.

Then again, it inay be alot easier to pay {or a receptacle {or their
presumably unrestrained sexIality than to do sone criticÀl sel{-
exÀnination.

i i, Portoqraphy

ïhe uritÍngs about pornoqrÂphy in FranciE Baunli,s l.len Freeinq llen

naintain the tone eEtàbliEhed in the sexuality section. Robert Sides

proclains that uomen håve chBicesr "uhether they want io be responsible

for them or not"¡ uonen involved in the pornography industry have chos-

en to do so ånd men cannot be held responsihle for their actions, He
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contendB thðt for men to do so wsuld indicate that they have su{fered

"the bamboozlel¡ent o{ Femthink,,'at

Euqene llartin sets hirnsElf up as a great conciliator: "just as I

nake access to pornography symbolic o{ sexual {reedon, I can quess that

ary sisters are seeing in pornoqraphy all the Èhreåts of Eexuàl slavery

o.f Évery sort, "ðo Not denying flonen'E clains, he argues thðt men häve

å right to their {reEdorns. Not surprisingly, thiB is the identical

perspective o+ten uBed by pornographers to sËcurè their induBtry,

Baurnl i indicateE that even ånBng nen's rights nasculinists there is

diversity, He deplores lf artin not to try and obtain his sexual knoøl-

edge .f ron pornography {or it hurniìiÀtes Ànd hurts men ånd Hsmen equÀ¡-

ly, Båumli's neEsÀqer Faralleling the thesis central to men.s riqhts

ideology, is to trivialize the violence perpetrated against plonen and

instead focus on hou--though the reasonE ß]Ày di{fEr--men and Hsmen ¿re

equå11y hurt, E¡

ii.i, Parentinq

During the 1980s, in much of the l,lÊstern norld, there *as an in-

crÊase in thÊ invo¡venÊnt of mên as parents,6" llhile the verb ,,to

+ather" typically still is vierled as being analoqous Hith ',ts sire,' or

4?, S í des, "Þlornen And Pornography,,' in Bauml i (ed, ), llen Freeinq
[en, 53,

ðQ. Ëugene llårtinr "Somethinq About pornography," in Båunlli
(ed, ), llen Freei¡q lleni Exolod_inq The tivth of _Lh C_]¡ 3Élllqn a I I,lÀle(Jersey City! Nekl Atlåntic Press, l?85) r 5ó-b7.

5r. Baunli, "A Reply To Eugene Hartin'e 'Sornething About pornog-
råphy' t " in Ëaunt i , Hen Freei nq llen, 57-S9.

3?, Susan Crean, ln The Narne 0f The Fathers¡ The Story Behind
Child CustgÉy (Toronto¡ Amanita Enterprises, 1?BB) r 7,
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"to procreate," many nen are *orkinq to change thÀt Ferception so that

con{orting, soothing, clEåning, ðnd åll the other necesEities o{ child-
cdre o{ten aEsaciated Bith ,'mothering', l.¡il l be recognized as skills
that can be done by men, Thouqh cotltmendable that our society currently

reHards nen that are actively involved as parents, it is a sad conrnent

that vle view this nore äs an oddity--or ¿t best a novelty--rather than

the norß, llevertheless, nunerous fiÊn hàve begun to changE the tradi-
tional hegernonic rnasculinity by bping preEent at the birth of their

child, stayinq ¡t hone laith their children, or hÂving conversåtions

r'rith their coHorkers ¡bsut the attributes o+ cloth versus dieposabre

diapers,

llen's right: ådvoEates have ltorked hard to supplant to their poli-
tic¡l advantaqe this very positive change among men, l,len,s rights

proponents ernphàsizp that nen are discriminÀted aqainst by a legal sys-

tem thÂt {avours tr,onen and r{srks to separate chi.tdren from their

{¡thers, E! !lith Euch a pl ank in thei r plaHorm, it fol I ows that they

receive Â signi+icant portion o{ thpi r support f rom di sgruntl ed f athers

either sepårated fron, or shRring custÞdy ol , their childrËn,s4

Susan Ërean provides ån excellent exposÉ of the i.ntentions behind

thë tnen's rights groups, 5he argues that by pressing for Bofie very

legitimåte deßÂnds such as paid paternity Ieaves, and tax deductionB

{or unnarried +atherE t{ho do not live Hith their children but con-

tribute to their upkeep Hithout court Fressurer men,s rights

55. see B¡umli (ed.), I'lèn Freeina ¡lênr Chåpter gr ',llhen Daddy
Cån't Be Daddy Anymoret " 1óJ-202,

54. [rean, Io -!!g_g¡¡g-¡Q.¡l-_!!g_þf[3¡g, S-Ê,
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Âctivists have been able to court significant public attention and

sympathy {sr their }Àrgèr Àgendå,e5

llen's rights Ådvocåtes vieþ' the qains o{ {eninisn Âs a direct

threat "on the rights ànd èuthority of mën in the fåmity. "só ThÉy lo-

cus their attention on narrowing the legal interpretåtionE of ßother,s

riqhts and ensuring {ather cuEtBdy rights cläusês in {anily lÂH re-

{orn,ð7 They contend that such goÂ¡E are important é5 íìen arp ËincerF-

1y concerned about their chitdren's Helfare and are highly desirous o{

joi nt or {ull custody, ËB Vet the statiEticE i ndi cate othertli se. f,rean

noteE that in ¡lanitobâr Ëanrda, fBr exèmple, only a{ter thê provincial

governilent legislated a support en{orcement progråmae did the de{ault

rate drop to lã percent. Prisr to the tegislatlon, BS percent of the

ßen renEgêd on thEir support paynents, Furihermore, the vast rnajority

o{ nen have not cÕnteEted custcdy and do not appear to Bant it. Crean

stÀtes thåt "only 15 percent of all divorce cases Ín Ëanada involving

children are csntested and uomen initiåte the action in 7? percent of

those c ases. "st

grean notes that nrany men's rights advocates are so deterrníned to

Ensure mpn's Âccess to their children that batterers, and sex offend-

erË' crirnÉs frequèntly åre minimized.èo llany men,s rights advocates do

55, Crean,

Eé. IbÍd, I

é7, Ibid,

54, Ibid. r

Þ?, Ibid,,

aô. Ibid. I

ln Ihe Nanle 0i The Fathers, 98- 140,

¡02,

107.

10Ê,

109-lll.
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nðt vrånt to break the 'rstrong bond bet$Êen the child and åbusËr.',ar

I'len's righis ¿ctivists havè spread across North Anerica with

groups in msst major cities, In smaller centres, one individual may

st¿ff the phone linB or install an ans}|ering machine, but usually they

are ccnnected ts another organization in a larger centre. Crean cor-

rÊctly points out that ¡rhile their åctual nunbers nay be snalI, they

hold the sympåthy--spsken ar otherllise--sf many influential nen in so-

ciety. 5he recognizes the connections:

Sone have called the fatherE' rights phenomËnon the
"equålity backlash" but in reålity it is the "patri-
¿rchal backlash,r' thraugh which the male estðblish-
ñent hai been quietly letting the +åthErs riqhts act-
ivists light fernÍnism +or Íts proxy,ê?

iv, Vi ol ence_

In the Àrea of violence ågêinst wonen, however, the error is one

o{ ornission rather an overzealous cornnission. Fråncis BaunIi.s pdited

Hsrk ¡len Freei nq Hen , +Þr pxàmFler avoi ds the i ssue ol mal e violence

against uonen, Instead, the reader is treated to Ei¡r articles about

lemale violence ågåinst nen. First, there is Suzanne Steinftetz,s

"Battered Husbands: A Historical and CrosE-Cu¡turaI Study, " HEr in-

tention p¡as to reveal the extent to r.¡hich men Àre abused by wonren; she

indicates Àn appFoxirìatE ratio o{ 1? or 1S HÕfien +or every I male that

is åbuEed, To Steinmetz's credi.t, she acknouledges that not only the

{requency but also the levets of abuEe experienced by aren can be sig-

nificantly louer than the abuse rates endured by llonen, Steinmetz en-

Fhasizes that husband àbuse o{ten iE under rèported and that e{fortE in

Ibid, I Creån *as quot i ng Ron

Ibid., 102.62

5åuve o{ Father s For JuåticE,
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this area need to be inproved,

Yet Steinmetz ignores the cÀuseE o{ the viBlence against men,

llany instances invslve de{ensive action be{ore an åttåck by her rnale

pÀrtner, The statistics on HÕfiìen cornnittinq ßurder, for erample, are

in{l¿ted by Homen otten acti ng in sel { defence, Steinnetz does not in-
{ orn the re¡der that there is à lively debate about the exÀct ratios

{see above Chapter 0ne). I{ the d e f e n s Í v e / o { { e n s i v e iBËue iË {actored

into the equation, the di{{erence significantly increases between the

nl.tmbèr o{ nale Ànd {emalB vÍctims.ég

Dan Loqan's "Hen Abused By 1,lonen," Ken pångbsrn,s ',Fånily Violence

and þlonen's Lib," and EeverÀ1 others on hoH nen are portrayed in the

media, reflect csnEideråble anger at thp rromen's ñìovement for {ocussing

on the Àbuse o{ rromen, The rnen's riqhts activists atternpt to dernsn-

strate fron this that fenini.Ets are not interested in the nen that are

Àbu5ed in cur soc i ety,

The tactics of thÉ men's riqhts advscateE appear to {ocns lÍore on

discrediting the oppositisn in oFder to improve their BHn irnagB. They

try to appear as the chanrpions o{ aIl men that have been abused, They

seen intent on producinq one abused fian .fðr every åbused v,oman so that

they can pretEnd that thinqs betHeen thp sexes årÊ equå1, This would

reduce the prpssure for ßen to chånge their values, beliefs, and ac-

tions. A brief look at Transitionsr a net¡Eletter o+ the AmpricÀn Coal-

ition of Free l'len, illuminates this point. Front page titlEs inËtüde

"Sexual t'lslestation By Fenales,', ,'l,loman Charged !ìith Sex Abuser" "$lonìen

ér, Suzanne Steinnretz,
Ër oss-Ëul tural 5tudy," in Baumli

"Battered Husbands: A Historicäl ånd
{ed, ) , Hen Freein¡lien, 207,
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And The lled i a Contributing To Ëex ual Harassneit,,,êa

The chBice o{ the ¿rticles {or Bållmli,s book clearly reveals the

political intentions of the men's riqht advscates, I{ they were so in-
tent on inrprcving the Iives o{ nale abuse victirns--åE compared to the

inportance they a{.ford to dÍscreditinq feminism--the nen,s rights advo-

cates uould realize thåt the vast rnajority of violence experienced by

fien--u¡hether on the street, in the hofier or in jÀil--is åt thÉ hÀnds of

othêr ílÈn, éE

Conclusionl

llen's riqhts advocates gÀin eoßle crEdibitity in llsing conceptg

such as role theory uhich is pàrtially cornpatible with a social con-

strrctionist approach. Yet rather than encouraging men to EXåmine Ànd

take responsibility {or their violence, nen's rights FroponentE sork to

Ehi+t the +Õcus tBt{Àrd exanples ef uomen in positions o{ eEonomic, eno-

tional, Ànd phyEicÀl poHer sver nen, Their ease of doing this is aided

by å simpliEtic variety o.f femi.ni¡n tlhich views flen as the root o{ nost

of our social problens. As lonq as sorìe individuals try and pretEnd

that pouer inbalances occur onìy alonq gendFr linesr ðnd ignore the

divisÍons reeulting +rûft raciå1, class, reliqious, and sexual prÊ{er-

ence iEsuesr aen's rights activists uill be better able to exploit the

ó4. TråR5i ti onË r The 0oal i ti on o{ Fr eB ¡lËn r 7(4)r Jul -Aug 1987,

65. Steinmetzr "Viol.encÊ And The llale Victim,,' in Baumli, [gq
lreei nq llen r 205-?06.

In the process o{ etploring the extent ts vthich nen are abused,
Ànother inportånt point energes from Steini¡etz'E Etatistics, !lhen one
conbines the statisticE on nurder, +orcible råpe, rBbbery, and aggra-
vated assault, it is Bvident that ¡ren nost need to fear other men.
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situation, They uill al.HayE he åble to +indr {or exanple, Healthy

sÈnten exploiting nale riorkers, Yet, the underlying intention o{ the

iTren's rights proponents is to thorouqhly discredit {erlìiniEí1, Ihe

obvious benef it for thê men's right's novement and many other men is

that if this is accomplished, feninist demands--such ¡s the one to end

to nale viglËncË ågainst t,lomen--cån more easily be iqnored,áó

The men's riqhts philosoFhy reinforces the gender status quo, It
reinforces a tendency uithin heqemonic iîasculinity for men to look pri-
rÌårily at their otin victirnization Às nen Ànd to rniniaizB or ignore the

ef{ect this hÀE hÀd on others--particularly wonen.

Individuals Horking for a reduction o{ ÍìalB violence aqainst uomen

muEt be preFarêd +or the obstacles created by the men,s rights advo-

caies, Thpy arÊ a {ormidable Eroup B+ nen th¿t present ås feeling very

threatened by the changes they seE around thein. Hhite rnost might not

openly advocåte being vislent toward ponenr signi{icant portions of

their theory and practice rein{orce traditional nisoqynist vålues and

thuE contributË to ßale violence Àgåinst uomen,

The nen'6 rights advocates, houever, are not the only aen Hho

ÀppÉår to {eel threatened,

D, ¡IALE TEñROR I ST5

I'Jhile all o{lendprB violate the rights of nomen, íìÃlè tÊrroriEtE

carry the FrocesE one step {urthEri their vislence is directed not just

àé, Jin Ptacek, "Herb Goldberg And The tolÍtics 0{ ,Free l,len,,"
11. Gentle Hen For 6ender J gqNi_qg, ?, Spr 1980! t0- ¡ and Robert Bran-
non, "Are The 'Free t'1en' A Faction 0f Our I'tovement?, fl_,_OSg!]S__ttC¡_-ESf
6ender Justice¡ 7, l,lin t?8t-B2r l4-lE, 30-¡?,
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Canådi ån, the process they rÊflect is uni versal ,

l. ïhe Hontreål I'låssåcrp

Late in the a.f ternoon s{ Decenber 6, l9E9r ZS year old l,1arc Lépine

entered the six story engineering building o{ the Ecote pol.ytechniquer

lJniversity ol tiontreal , ånd þrent directly to the second {loor, HE car-

ried a gr€en garbåge bag containing two J0-clip magazines and a,??S-

calibre 5turn, Ruger semiåutBmåtic rifle. Fi..fteen ßetreE {rotn the of-

fice o{ the school's finance directsr, Lépine shot and killed his first
victim, I'låryEÊ LaqÀnierer åge 21, a {inance department employee, Frorn

thpre he moved to Roofi 303. Inside the rsom Eric ËhÀvarie, an engin-

eering student I HåE conducting a presentation on the nechanics o.f heàt

tråns{er, LÉpine entered the roon, BrdEred the men and }¡oflen into op-

posite corners, At {irst he RAs not believed, people }lere taking it as

Â jol(8. A{ter he fired a shot at a Håll, the ËBriouEnEss of the situa-

tion becarne obviouB. LÉpine orderÊd thè ßen out o{ the room, and prs-

ceeded to shoot the hJoflìen. Four o{ them sere seriously r{ounded, EiH

uere killed, From Roon J03r LÉpine descended to the cafeteriå, {àtÂl1y

shot three victinB, HoundÊd others, and then proceeded to the third

floor, He sent to Roonr 311, Upon entering, he stårted shooting. The

BtudentE scrai¡bled. LÊpine jußFed on toF s{ several desks to fire at

the !lonen hiding underneath, Four nore t{ofien Here killed and several

Hounded, Lépine then turned his ri{le on hirnself , and bleB o{f the top

o{ his skull,
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This r{as the srorst civi}ian maesàcFe in CanådiÀn history, For(F-

teen dead and 13 seriously injured, As people tried to ßal(e sense out

of the horror, one thing becanp clear. Harc Lêpine Has intent on kill-
ing wonen. In Room 303, he shouted ,,You're all a bunch o{ f entini"-tE,

and I hate leainists, " Francois BordeIeau, an engineering student,

heård LÉpine Eåy "I erant the wonen.,, All his victims Ánd nost of the

Hol.tnded ]¡erp Hornen, The victims were part ol the larqer novement o{

nomen entering one o{ the many bastions of ßale dor¡inance, Lépine suc-

cBëded in rolling back, even if only tenporarily, the:truggle of mil-

lions of þornen {or a society baEed on equality,

Despite the slaltqhter of 14 t{onen, and the nu,]ìërous r,litnesseE to

Lépine's misogynist comnents, nany do not vièl,t Lépine as a nale

terrorist. llany conmentators triBd to reduce LÉpi,ne,s action to the

l,tork of one nådaån, Doing Eo, possiblyr Ì{Âs eåsiÞr than adnitting the

entire social {abric of the society needs revision i{ nÂle violence

agÀin5t Honen ig ts end,

!lhile LÉpine may have åcted in a nånner rnore violent than nany

other nen, his escalation procesE was sinilar to those B{ other violent

o{fenderE. Friends ånd nÉiqhbors, questioned after the inassacre, des-

cribed LÉpine as {riendly but extremely vlithdrawn, and noted he {elt
unsuccessful in hiE rèlàtionshipË with r+omen, and had {åiled in fiìany

career attempts, Rather than desling Hith his enotions, LÉpine probÀb-

1y chÕose to ignore ihem and al. lovled the tension to increase, EvEntu-

älly he broke under the self-induced pressure,

ïoo fiìany connentators ignsred that qhile LÉpinÊ did react to r,rhat

he perceived to be serious threats to hiflBÊlf, he had several choicÊs,
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Instead o{ reaching out {or help and support, Lépine chose to enter the

EcoIe Folytechnique uith a gun and hunt ¡¡omen. The procÊss is the sarne

{or the millions o{ other men thåt decide to sexuålly or physicålly as-

sÃult knoBn ånd ànonymous l,Jotîën. BLtt Lépine +¡as not onl.y a rnisogynist

--his hatred had an additianÀl re+inement--he sas åntí-{erÍinist, a re-

Àctionåryi he uas threatened by the advances o{ Honen and Has Horking

to nake them suffer {or their gåins,é7

llhile the brutality of ¡1Àrc Lépine'Ë actions shocked Ëanadians,

his goal o{ opposing feminisn þras not an isolated i,ncident, There ¡re

nutrrerouE other examples. The followínq is just one more,

2, The 0üeen's [niversity Anti-[ape C¡npaiqn

In the fall o{ 198?, Queen's lJniversityr in Kingston, 0ntårior tn-

dertook Àn anti-date rape canpaign to raiEe asareness of the issue,

dispel many o{ the myths, and reduce i.t's {requency. A aåjor component

of the progranme waE a ',No lleans No,, poster to challenqe one of the

nost conßon råpE rnyths thåt 14oñìen are aluays ready for, and trantinq,

spx but o{ ten play coy and pret End other l{i se to t est the 5ei{ual

67, ThÊ in{orlllàtion on the llontreêl 14åsEacre was gathered {roffl å
nunber o{ sourEes. Among of hers, see¡ Canadj an presE and Staff, ',llanIn Ilsntreal liills l4 l,loman,', The_QIobe And llail, Dec 7, 1989, Al-A2¡
Can¡dian Press, "lerrified Students Describe Rampage By Han l,lith
Rifle," The El obe And llåi!, Dec 7, 198? , A9¡ Emi I Eher, ,,EpBàking About
The [Jnspeakable," The Ëlobe And tlail, Dec B, l9Bg, A7¡ Victor llalarell ,"Killer's Nete Ëlarnes Feminists,,' The Ëlobe And Hail, Dec B, 1989, At-
A2; Stevie Caneron, "ViolEnce Aqainst !lomen Êssailed,,, The 0tsbe And
[ail, Dec B, llB9, Al, A4; BriÀn Bergmðn, et, al., ',Sisterhood 0f Fpar
And Fury, " HacIean'E, 102(51) , Dec lB, 19Ë?, lB-l9; Barry Came, et.
al,, "l'lontreal l'1assacre, " H¿clean's, 102(gl), Dec lE, lgE9, l4-l'7¡ and
Brnce llallace, et. a1,, ,'lhe llaking tf A llass Killer: A Vauth.s Hidden
ftaqe at l,lomen, [aclean'e, 102(15) | I]ec lBr lq8gr ??,
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desirability o{ the nale partner; ,'real ¡nen', Hould not accept no for an

Àn EHEr . The poster s were displayed Ârot-tnd the campus.

By ihe {irst preek o{ 0ctober, severa} signs mocking the anti-rape

cåßpåign appeared in Hindot¡s o{ the ßordon House nen,s residence,

Their l,lords conveyed the +ear that ßåny Honen knou lays beneath the

polished exterior öf rnany men. ',No lleans ves", ',No lleans Ìlorë Eeer,,,

ånd "No I'leans Hick Her In lhe Teeth,, reflected the tsne of the response

anong these men, ôe 0n 0ctober llr t9g9r a group of l,lomen orgðni¿edr

FaÍnted "No l'leans No" on the side B{ Ëordon House, and sent letters tB

the parents o{ nen tlith signs in their r,rindoHs in+orning them their

Eons Here engaqing in misogynist activities. The next dÀyr À{ter ítore

signs ÂFpEÂred in the BindoHs o{ 6srdon House and other canpus residen-

ces, the Dean o{ l,lonen ordered the signs be renoved by ZlQ0 pm the {ol-
I o*i ng day,

Bn 0ctober 13th, Hith the Eigns renBvèd, the issuÊ sas not yet re-

solved, An open struggle continued for the next feH Heeks, The Dons

in 6ordsn HEuee held a gender a9Jareness ueEk, providing seninÀrs on

sexual aEsault, rape, and the e.f {ect of the signs, 0n 0ctober Zó, the

Alma llåtÊr Society assenbly discusEed the issue but chsse not to take

any action because the llain ËåmFuE Residence Council fi,iËRC) uas to ex-

amine the is5uE on the sane day. !ihile the HCRC did hsld an open neet-

ing, they choose not to punish the o{fenders, Instead they ÀdvocåtÊd å

gender àHåreness ueek for all reEidences, 0n Novenber ?, the iEsue

$ent nationål trhen the nedia beqan giving the story top bitling. Still

êtr, Lynne AÍnsworth, ,'Hale Students llock Anti-Repe CårlrpäÍgnl
ïoronto 5tar, Nov Z, 1?gg,41, A¡ó,
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there waE no {ormal response {ron the university Àdfiinistråtion, At

9:00 an, on November g--l/lell over a month èfter the men.s signs ap-

peared--J0 Hoíìen staged a sit-in Àt 0uËen,s Frincipål 0avid Smith,s

office demanding ån åpoloqy +or thp a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
, s inaction, the re-

tention o{ the De¿n o{ llomen, and a sexual åssault aHåreness campaign

{or the entire canpus, 0nly then did the adainiEtråtiBn respBnd.

l,lithin a dÀy, the administration called for a joint open meeting in

January 1?90 o{ the 6ender Issues Board, the Alurnni l,leekend Boardr ånd

the 0rientåtion RevieH Board (0RB). The administråtion also rËqIested

the 0RB to providE ån Ânnuål open meeting in September to deal vlith

oisogynist Àctivities during Frosh ueek. un the a{ternson o{ November

10, the 30 Honen Ieft the principal's o{{ire nating they had succeedÊd

in raising the ÀHåreneEs sf çexual À5sÂult issues at 0ueen,E [JniverEi-

ty, Because of their brave and admirable efforts--and thei.r victory--
these ,'¡omen s¡ere con.fronted by men on the stFeet and received harassinq

ph0ne caIls,

The 0ueen's scandal indicated thåt ßuch håd not Ehanged, l,lhi Ie

nine of the nen Hith Eigns in their Hindoçrs did send a letter to the

Toronto Star and the Hhi o-Standard apologizing {or the si gns ånd adnrit-

ting that their "hunour vlas in bad tåstèr,, the question r enai ns why

they would have thought, in the first place, that råpe !ras Â laughing

matter, Even if the initial actionE o{ these nine repenters were to be

explained åE a fûnction o.f pÞer preEsurE--iB, t0 Íit in tlith their male

peer group, they felt they tÕ hÂd to disFtÀy the posterE--thiE Etilt is

of trernendous concern. It is the Eame peer pressure ts con{orm to the

nÀle group and hegemonic rnÀFculinity that sften resultE in qångl
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ãcquaintånce, Ànd Etranger råpe. vet these nine nen, and the others

þrho did not publicly åpoloqize, vlere not the only o{{enders that tike-

ly increåsÊd the {ear of råpe in nost !¡onen uho heard thiE story¡ the

Queen's university adiTìinistråtiBn needs to be hetd accountable {sr its
inaction, There *¡as no need to r,rait until J0 y¡oßen tsok direct action.

llould they hÀve continued to iqnore the issue if the sit-in had not oc-

curred? l,lhi le this is not kno*n, their r¡onth long delay was an appal-

ling and {rightening occurrencë. By EhooEing not to respond--and inåc-

tion iE a conscisuE chsice--unti. l they uere coerced, the a d m i. n i s t r a t i, o n

Frovided support and encouragement ts the Ësrdon House offenders. If
[Jniversity adninistrations, åt 0ueen'E and elEeHherer rea]ly Hånted to

reduce date rape--which has been tÊrned à ',cRmpus epideñic"6r--there

are nußerous proactive steps that could be ilTìpleaented, l'landatory gËn-

der åt¡ÀrenesE setltinars, pernanent ånti.-rÀpe cå,tìpåigns directed at

changing ßalE--ès compared to {ernale--behÀvi0ur, improved liqhting and

escort serviceE to enåble sonen to sa{ely walk around canpus at niqht,

ånd eståblished Folicies to Fronptly respond to the display o{ nisoqy-

¡ist naterial or activities, are just of feu sf the pÕssiblê options,

The 0ueen's scandal veri.fied that such Froqråmfiìes--and thus the safety

of all t¡onen--rece i ve a loø priority.

l,lhat happened at Ëueen's is just Ànothèr exanple of how nen have

responded to demands {Br ån end to nale violence against wonen. The

nen in 6ordon House thåt disptayEd their posters, and the ¡¡en that csn-

fronted, in FBrson ör harÂsgingly telephoned, the J0 uomen involved in

ôe. Karen Barrett¡ ,,Date Rape: A Ëanpus Epidernic?,' Hs,, Sep lggZ,
50-51r 130.



or åssociåted Þrith the sit-in åt Queen's, åll H€re offendeFs o+ fÎale

violence, Eirt Iike llarc Lépine, the poster Hriters in GordBn House

$ent one steF {Ãrther, they ålso nere di recti nq their vi ol ence at a

perceived threåt--Homen t4orking to improve the conditi.ons of other

HOnen,

In the EÀrly 1970s, *rhen a renpned {eminiEt mBvement Hås enerqinq,

there ltas, at times, a naivé belie{ that has continued through to the

current period. "llale sexist pigs,,' as they often vlerè cÂlled in that

eårIièr time, vrere portrayed in the media aE slightly older, balding,

{at men in cheåp þusiness suits. AfiBng other things, the Queen,B scan-

dal renindE one thåt the "oId guard" o{ traditional, patriarchal nas-

culinity can be very yBung. Carrying on the dishonorable traditisn o{

their predecessors, these ß]en åre the shock troops o{ å threåtÊned Ànd

reactionary rÌindset thåt strives to ensurÊ the conti,nuity o{ the in-
equality betvleen nen and sonen, Spnsing that such valueE cannot be

EFoken Eo openly in the cLlrrent period, terrorists ûìay try, Hhen con-

fronted, to trivialize their åctions as ,,a bad joke,'¡ but, violence

agåínst HomÈn Ís not À låuqhing natte¡,7o

Ë0NcLUS I0NS 0N THE RE I NF0RËERS 0F THE 5TôIUS 0U0

ReinforcerE of the status quo work hard to ensure that their de-

sireci social order is maintained, ThÉy see little wrong rlith the trad-

itional divisionE bet¡¡een men Ànd Honen and strive to protect thern,

l,lhile not all reinforcers rnay be directly violent totlard r,tonen, their

7a, ThÊ ûtteEn's Journal, ,rüueen's ËcåndRl CËntinues,,, llanítÕbanl
77 lt7'¡ , ilov ?9, 1?B?, 3,
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ihearies and values help tegitiÍìizÊ the viole¡ce of other nen. In the

struggle to end nale violence against wonen, reinlorcers arË one o{ the

rìost dif{iculi obstacles. CoiTlFoonding the Froblelrìr hsþJever, is that

reinforcing thp siatus quo is not the only tactic used by rren.

PART Ilr AV0lÐAl'iËE

The nen r epresented in the fol I olli ng sect i on, by Àvoiding the iE-

sue of male violence, are also part o{ the problem,

A, THE SILENT IIULTITUqES

A large number o{ nen continue to be silent about nale violence

against women, Hen nèed to recognize that not crj.ticizinq their sexist

and ¡buEive male peers helps perpetr-rate the traditisn o{ ßa1e violence.

llale Eilence makes it di{{icult t¡ knos vlhere flaßy men Etånd on

the Íssue Bf violence against HroíìÊn. percentage estinates do not

exist, for exanple, of hou many sf the silent multitudes åre o{fenders,

npn ar,rare o{ the problem but not uorking to ef{ect chðnqe, or indivi-
duals--though noi o{fenders--that remain oblivisns to the problem o{

rìåle violËnc€. Ëonpounding the prablem is the tradition Hj.thin Èon-

temporary papular culture remindinq individuals ta remain unin{ormed

ånd silent about nany important social iEsues¡ a perspective exempli-

{íed by "Don't lJorry, ÊË Happyrr' å pBpulàr song o.f the late l9Ë0s,2¡

7t, tsobby HcFÊrrin1 ',I}ont
5i ngl e Pl easures, E l'1 1 / lla n h a t t e n ,

l,Jorry, Be HåpFy, " lroh the al burn
1988.
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$Jhat is c I ear, houever, is that He have yet to rEåch a stage uhere

ít iE conmon, or valued, +or fien to speÀk out ågÀinst violence against

|.iofien, 6ranted, there is ¿ historic traditisn within the current csn-

cept o{ hegencnic ntasculinity to protect t{oiìen, but it is ¡ custon

based in paternalism and chivalrous notions o{ HBfien eÍther as {rail,
sorÌåone else's property, or both, A¡d, Às is evidEnt froa the types

and {requencieE o.f nale violènce exanlined Àbove in Chapter 0ne, this

tradition has failed to end the prBblem, Sone flìight årguE it even has

csntributed to the sitration, l,lhat has not energed Ànonq llìany Íten iE Â

ßrillinqneEË to viel{ male violence as a crime that they should be in-

vol vÈd in ending,

There are two irnportant r€asonE Hhy large nunbers o{ nen do nst

asEert thei r opposi t i on to nal e vi ol ence agai nst vrornen, Fi rst , and

{arenost, is that tttÀny rnen bene{it from bel.ng viulent toward uomen, By

exerting physical and emotÍonal tÊrrorr many ßen eèEily håve thÊir

needE met by ¿ victin nhs o+ten cotttplies sut of fear. tJhite måny men

pFeEenting for counselling ÃdÍìÍt that they have recently develBpÊd some

EemblancB o+ victim empathy, they Ãlso ÂcknorilÊdge that {or íìany years

they really did nst cåre Ât a¡l about hoÞ¡ it a{fected thè victim,

0ffenders, howeverr arE not the only men that refiåin Eilent about

nale vislence. 11Àny non-offenders also do not speak out, þJhile the

statistical evi dence has yet to be gathêred, it appear s that rnany men--

despite their bravado--are a{raid, They are Âfraid to risk jeoFArdiz-

ing the belief afiong their peerE that they àrÊ hegpfiìoniE men, SpEÀking

out Âgainst male violence csuld cornpel one to be critÍcal o{ one,s real

Ând Íìythical Feer grouF, and indicate that ane viel,ed Hoßen ÀE Eql.lÀlË



rathËr thån as second class citizBns. llany nEn are a{raid to jeopar-

dize their membership in thëir peer groups, and thus aaintåin their

position by risking the safety of additional women , Such rnen succunb,

for example, to the csnsiderable preEsure for nen ts lauqh at a

friend's, coworker's, or enployer's misogynist joke, or to objectify

and uhistle Ât Hoaen Halking dotn the street. Too nany men continue to

îear opposi ng thi s pressurÊ,7å

0ther nen Bucceed in speaking out tlithout .feeling their rÌasculin-

ity is threatened, Eut too often this iE done only uithin a select,

sa{e group of friends or coHorkErB, {,lhile sexist remarks mRy not be

Helcofled þrithin certåin peer qroupEr these individuals too o{tpn remain

silent and do not attempt to ef{ect change Hithin other ßaIe peer

grouFs, Thus, ihe important chanqes renain localized and less

si gni f i cånt,

It is alEo conmon for fnåny nen, À14are o{ the values sf one peBr

qroup or soc i al nilieu, to act dif.ferently than they do j.n other Eet-

tings, Thus, {or exanple, a three piece Eui tèd exeEuti ve måy bF vÊry

appropriàte Ât uork, but choose to be a ßiEogyniEt t,ihen hE hånqs Ðut

krith his friends at the bar or gymnasiunr in the evening,

An additional problen is that måny rìen continue to be ignorant o{

hon they are beinq vi ol ent and the ef{ects it has on their victinE.

This is nost evident with emotional abuEe, Jeers, insults, and sexual

innuendos typicå¡ly are vieued as harnleEs jokes or only in ',båd

r2, Dex t er Ëuerrieri,
15, Fal 1985, 9-10i and Paul
17, Hin 198ó, 1?.

"Pornography And Ëi lent flen , ', q!-è.!Iqi!_L&11,
Kivelr "The Fear 0f llen, " Ëhanqinq flen I



taste, "75 AÊ long å5 nren ðuåre o{ the e{fectE of the¡e jskes remain

silentr nothing changes, 0thÊr nen heåring thE unchallenged ,, jokes,',

mÅy ÍntÈrnåIize the violent values, and feel preesl.tred to repÉàt siiîi-
lar behaviours themselves in order to look Iike ,,reå1,, or hegemonic

nen. The cycle repeats itsel{ ¿s it hås {or thousands o{ years; nale

si I ence contributes to mal e violence.

B. LIBERAL çRITIES OF TftADITIOIAL ¡IASCULIUTY

Since the mid-1970s there has a been a najor incrEase in the

amount o{ nateri¡l published by male liberèl acadenics shich exanine

nen Rnd masculinity, 0uantity, houever, häs not ensurÊd quality. The

najority of the works, Hhile BxpÂnding our ånårenEss of vÀrious aspects

o{ masculinity, either avoided or inadequåtely ÀddrEsEed male violence

against r+omen, hile màny tronen have nritten, reEearchedr and repeât-

edly {ocussed on male violence agÀinst HoÍten, a sinilar FesFonse hÀË

not been +orthcoming frsu men, ThB near si lence has been an inportant

loss and a connent on the value affsrded ts the isËue by rîåny lßen,

l,Jhen on considers the rìagnitudE o{ the problem, ÍJriterF and publishers,

uhenever posEibler should address, rather thån avoid, the issue, Hale

violence aqÀinst Homen Ehould not be ghettoized in very EpeEiÀlized

workE on abuse. Th€ nultitude o{ books on nasculinity pubtished in the

1?70s and 1980s could håvè better enphasized how central nale violence

against riomen has remained to hegemonic masculinity, This {åil'Ire iE

evident in four areas typicatly discuBÉed by liberal critics o{

7;, fhe 0ueen 'E Journâl , " 0ueen ' ¡ ScandaI Cont Í nuer, " , J,
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maEËulinityr men's heålthr sexuålity, parentingr ånd male sex roles,

l. Heal th

Stenming froíì thÉ ênerging alrareness of the lower I Ífe expectÀncy

of men relative to {omËnr EBnsiderable attention hås been a{{orded to

examining tnen's hÊålth and lifestyles to account for this statistical
difference, IsEueE under exanination include hazardous t,lork environ-

nents¡ high streEE; ninimal Eël{ carËi fer¡er or less intinate frÍend-

Ëhíps; ànd poor physical ¡nd cardio-vasculàr heåIth,7a

lJhile high stress levels, for example, mðy be àn acknoHledqed

factor in irnpÀiring firen's health, too o.ftenr Horli stress is cited as

the mai¡ problem or difliculty in men's lives, l,lhile true for many

men , it is al so evi dent that higher I evet s o{ ph ysi cÂt and emot i onal

stresË can be directly related ts an individual .s self-induced cogni-

tive distortions of their external rÊålity,7ã Thus it iE not alrlays

the speci{ic streEs that is o{ concern, rather holf the individual

perceives and i,nterprptEr ànd chooseg to react to, the event. A

74, Anong others, Eeet JômEB Harrison, ,,!Jarningt The llale SEx
Rol e Hay Be Ðanqerous To Your Health,', [gurnal 0{ Soc i al I EEues | ]4 } r197Ë, ó5-8ó; Christine f.leinecke, ¡,Socialized Te Die younqer?: Hypernras-
culinity and tlen's Health," Pergq¡qel And 6uidancq Journal, ó0(4), Dec
l?81, 241-245! L. John Ëhapnan, ,, Increased llale f,lortality And llale
ñol es ln I ndustr i al Societies,', ['1. 0ent I e lien For Ëender Justice, 7,
llin 1981-82, 7-8; Kenneth Skord, and Brockman Schumacher, ,,llasculinity
As A Handicapping Condition," Rehabilitation Li terature, 4J(?-10), Sep-
Ëct 1982r ?84-289; Diaqrån Group, Han's Body (TBronto: Bantam Books,
l9BS); Laurence 6rinn, and Paul Yarnold, ,'Sex Typinq And The Ëoronary-
Pr one Behav i or Pattern, " 5ex Rol es, 1?(1-2) r Jan 1985, l7t-I7E¡ philip
HorflìÀn, "Hazards In The l,lorkp1ace,,, Chanqinq I'len, 1.6, gum l98ó, ll-14,
43; and J, Cheyenne, "Heart Failure,,, ç!ånq i n 9-_!.Ë-Lr lår Surn l9gó, ZE-?Ê,

73, Dåvid BurnBr Feelinq Ëoodl The New Hood Therapv (Nes york:
Nes ênerican Library, lgBt),
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person's decreàsed cåpacity to non-violently interpret their external

reality is cBiîpoundEd {rtrther if their value systen contåinE aany rÀpe

ånd båttering nyths, ThE result can be a greater, and nore {requent,

escalation ton¿rd violence, uhich can impair the heàlth of the nan and

the ea{ ety of pomen.

Inforfiatj.on on nen's health therefore should be coupted Hith .a

critique o+ hegemonic ñasculinity's acceptance o{ m¿le violence against

s{onen, llany nriters rìight rÊtort that they Here vlriting {or a general

mÂle åudience. Yet uhen the statistics on nalE violence are csnsidered

(Chapter 0ne), the of{ender population is nst as insignificant or sÊp-

Âràte lroÍì the general rnale population ås Fle might like to believe,

Part of learning to be non-viclent i nvol ves signi{icant vaI ue

changes ånd a closer relationship r,rith one's physicål Ànd efiistionÂl

ståte, Knowing about this relationship can help À nan recognize thÂt

he is escalating toward a vi.olent epiEBde, To halt this proqression

o{{enders irnpleßìent a pre-planned nen-violent control plan, nuch of

uhich is likely to include various {orms o+ physical åctivity, either

ualking, rt.tnning, sr Er{inming, Individuals should not have ts qo to a

specialized book on abuse to leÂrn these t ool E, If an author purports

to be examÍning male health, it iB À serisug onission to ignore malE

violence Àqåinst uonen¡ the e{fects of repeatedì.y escalating touård and

being violent; nraintaining misogynist value systems; and the potential

rol E of physi cal activity in prevent i ng å violent epi sode,



?, Sexual i ty_

The tËndency to ignore aale vißlpnce against wofien also hås bpen

perpetuated sith rnost materials pertaining to nale sexualiiy. Ðerek

Llel{ellyn-Jones has provided a thorouqh overvieu o{ the types and

Àvailability o{ such resources. He noteB that in tgBl there *ere over

50 sex manualE and twelve of them eåch hÀd sotd rnsre than one nillion
copies, He subnits that since most Here uritten by Anerican nen the

{ocus of the subject matter has been distorted. ThE tone o{ msst s{

the works, {or example, is very goal oriented, llen and vtomen ara en-

couraged to deternine thåt erhiEh best snits their partner,s desires in

úrder to achieve more frequênt, enjoyÀblE, and intense orgåslrìs. Not

thÀt there is anything inherently or norally ¡{ronq lrith achieving or-

qasn, but in beinq so focugsed on the qoal, individuals õìåy ignore the

process, Speci{ic techniques becone the vehicles ior achieving orgasn

rather than pleasurable entities in and sf themselves, To achieve suc-

cess--or orgasn--couples must {requently practice, study, and discuEs

Ëe,{, l'JnfsrtunåtÉly, sex nånual.s often seÊn rnore Iik€ introductions to

basic acrobatics, It is not uncBmnon {Er manuals to acknowledge that

ÍìÀny o{ the positiBns they display Àre beEt suited {sr young, {it
individuals,

0ne result o{ being highly goat {scussed, is that much of the dÈ-

sired pleÀsure iE turned into di{ficult uork, that o{ten is not evenly

shared, Lleuellyn-Jones states that the vast najority s+ månuals rep-

licate the traditional notion uhereby the rnån nust orchestrate the en-

tire sexual extravaganza, Such Àn approach is Iikely to rein{orce the

performance ånxiety of nany ßeni the result is that most books spend àn
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inordinate anount of tine addressinq thÊ problems of prelnÀture ejacula-

tion and irrtpotËncÉ.76

EncourRqi ng nen to orchesirate, or control , an event i s not al rrays

a good idea, particularly r,then rrany nen--and violent men in particr-rlar

--ÀlreÀdy have significant contrsl issues, Beinq in control o{ one.E

EBlf Ànd pnvironnent i.E an important component o{ heqenonic nåEcuIin-

ity, ftather than seriously åddrêssing the desire of many nen to con-

trol people and situations, sex manuals typically encourage men to try
and communicate rgith their partner to detÊrmine their sexual needs and

deEires rather than not being concerned or assuming onÉ ålreÀdy kno!.ts

the anst{ers. A positive step, but not neÀrly fÂr enough, Ëonsidering

the statistics on battering and atarital råpe in relationships, acquain-

tance and strånger rape, and enotional abuse, it ís unlikely all rnale

r eader s sudden 1y are goi ng to start e{fectively comnunicatinq si th tio-

nen Bhen their history hås bpen to do othersise, Even if such men t.lere

to start using skills they had nst extensively uEed in the past, their

f eilale partners ßÀy not +Eel trLlIy sa{e to connent sn their nale part-

ner's Eexual techniques, l,lhile the sex manual authorE deserve credit

for repeåtedly enphasizinq the inportance sf nen EommunicåtinE $ith

iheir {emale partners, they årE extremely vågL{Ê as to t,that really oc-

curs in too many f¡ale-+erÌale encounters, By not ÍìÉntisni.nq the issue

of nìalE violence ðgÂinEt Hsmenr they perpetuate the secret,

A nuch nore critical and open approach i.s essential if men are to

cone ts têrms uith their sexuality and how they relate to others,

76, DÊr Èk L I e t,i e I I y n - J o n e s ,

Fress I l9B7), 1ü2- 124,
Ever ym¿n (0fifordt 0xford [lniversítv
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Àvoidinq the issue of male violence åqainst l,loflen only further contrib-

utes to the problern, Books on nale sexuality need to talk about hslr to

determine that slhich iE heåtthy andr converËely, is abusive. llhile the

nanuals currently may be upfront about statinq that anything goes as

Ionq as those involved agree to it, this is unt.lorkable in an abusive

relationship. Subtle and overt coercion can preclude a balanced and

Equitable gex ua I discussion,

Regrettably, rather than addressi nq the +rEqueni l inks between

nale violencÊ Ând nåle sexuality, ßÂny of the moEt popular Eer ßaßualF

only reinforce existing nyths. lhC_J qLlql Selr, {or e}íåmFlei has sold

morE thån 4.5 milliBn copies and I'leH York flaqazine noted that it "may

be the best thing o{ its kind evEr publishëd.,,zz The book is over 250

pages in length, but a{fordE less than one quarter o{ a påge to rÀpe

{on page ?48, no less). The book's editor, doÊs ådait thåt rape "is À

{righteninq turn-sffr" Ànd encouragEE t{oíìen to defecate (as if that can

be done on cue) as a l¡åy of repelling their attacker. Fighting back is

not encouraged ås it nay be "provocati ve, " But the clincher is ',Ðon't

get yaursel{ raped--i.e, dcn't delÍberately excitE a Ítån ysu don.t know

well, un I ess you meÀn to .f ol tol,t through,,' Another rèpe myth perpÊtu-

Âted, this time in a publicÀtion sold not in pornography shops but in

íìåI I b0okstorÊs.78

The seli nðnuåls appear to be Hritten in å vacuum. They presuppose

a sa{e, non-violentr ëquitåbler open relationship betvreen tllo people,

74, Al ex Com{ort (ed ,

0åkinq (NeH Ysrk: Sinsn and

74, Ibid,, 248,

) r The Joy 0f Sexl A Ëourmet Ëuide To Love_:
Schuster, 11721 , backcover,



This simply does not Exist .f or

sul t is that the si I ence on ßðlè

I arge number s o{ i nd i vi duat s, The re-

vi ol ence is maint¿ined,

3, P_rISntinq

This is ànother eÍÃíìple lihere male liberal Ëritics of traditional

nåscu¡inity typically ignore male violence against þlomen, Throughout

the 1?80s, there was a veritable bonbardi¡ent of books, artirles, and

nedia inages dêàling ßith nÊn àÉ e{lective, creative parents. zr As

Rlready noted, some o{ the interest in nen ðs parents Has generated ånd

used {or speci{ic political purFoEeÉ by the rne¡'s rights advocRtBË,

Yet, much of the atteniisn a{{orded the issue evolved {ron nany men--in

ån Era øhen a double family income increasinqly !rås ån econoaic neces-

Ëity--r,rho spent more tine vlith the kidE and recognized the potential

pleasures o+ parenting, The media picked up and publicized the issue,

KodÀl( {ilrì had Â poster that typi{ied the tcne of the neu male

inage. A very fit and nuscular mån, cIÂd only in tight jeans, þ¡as pic-

tr-tred sitting in å t,¡årilt ånd sunny windot,tseat slith his knees pulled to-

}tard him and his head tucked dosn--so that it looked almoEt ås if he

ae. Anöng othersr see! llÀrtin Ëreenberg, IIe Birth 0f A Father_
(Nes York: Avon BookEt l?85); !ienda Ëoodhart Singer, Stephen Shechtman,
and llark Singer, Rpat I'len Enjoy ![sir_(!dsl Haq To SÈend 0uality Tine
[ith The Children In Your Life (Nashviller Abingdon press, 1?BI]; Sandy
llorgan, "Hålk A llile ln }ly Shoesl l4hen Daddy Stays Hone,,' Ëreat Expect-
ðtionef 18(4) ¡ Jul 1989, 2h-21 ,, 32i Leuis fiich-Shea, ,,The Co-parenting
FåtherJ" Ëentlë I'ten For Ëender ,lustice, l? Spr-Surn l?84, ló-tB; Shirtey
Hanson, "F¿ther/Child Relationshipsl Beyond 'KrsfiÈr vs. Kramer,,,, I-èL:riaqe And Farnily Revies, 9(3/4), lJÞ-150¡ Ned 0'llalia, ,,Iharlie,s EhoH-
er--Celebratinq The Erpectant Father,,, E5-, 1ù{B}, Feb 1982, 4B-49i
Kyle Pruett, "Do Dads llake Bood llerns?,' ChatelüLlq, Jul 1987, 40, 6B-ó9;
George James, "YBu'vE ComB A Long þlåy, Dadt Father and the Newborn,"
6reat ExÞectations, tÉ{S), Jul 1?87, 49-50¡ and Ari Korpivaara, ,'play
Groups For Dads, " fl3-, l0tB) , Fèb l90B? , S?-84
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vJerÊ in an upright {etal position. In his armE he cr¿dled å very young

baby. The photo re{lected À per{Éct blending of strength and sensiiiv-

ity, the values increasingly demanded o{ contenporåry nìen.

Admittedly, more images lil(e thË Ksdak ¿dvertisenent are required,

l'1en need to believe that they can be e.f{ective parents, For too }ong--

nhether by choice, the csn{licting obligation of p}åying the breadriin-

nër rolËr sr both, mÀleE håve not been involved j.n the trenendous res-

ponFibility of childcåre, l,lhi le they may have ptayed the disciplinar-

ian, nen need to realize they also are capable of nurturing, encourag-

i ng, l ovi nq, Ând toi I et training Ëhildren.

In the el{ort o{ portrayinq men as wonderful fathers, two points

must not be forgotten, Some critics bEliËve thE nedia has seriously

over repreEented the actual degree to t{hich men have taken responsibil-

ity ior chíldcare,Eq They argue that r¡hile men have becone more in-

volved parEnts, the distribution sf labour iE far fron equitable, nith

the nother cont i nui nq to do, and be responsi b I e for, rrost of the hard

+lork, l,lhi Ie more {athers are takinq their chíldren for F¡Àlks to thÊ

parkt not all of then are in scrubbing the diåper påil.

A second point nust not be ignored anid the mediÀ hype of nEn Às

uronderfu¡ {athers, ifany fathers are extremely abusive uithin the home

environment, l,lhether emotionally, physicatly, or sexually åbusing the

Bô, Letty Csttin Fogrebin¡ ,'Are |len Discovering The Joys 0l
FarenthoEd?" I'ls, 10(8) | Feb l?8?, 41-4ó,

Joseph Pleck, an American sBciologist, published !,lorkinq l,iives.
llorkinq Children in t?85. He {ound that nen r¡ith }iivee that Horked
or-rtEide o{ the home did only f0 to J5 Fercent o{ the family work, I,len
r¡ho's Hives did not *rork outside of the horne did just ?0 percent,
P¡èck ¡¡Ãs cited in Dave Haynes, ',l,lho Is He?; l,,len, Revised, or updated?,'
Today's Parentr 4(4), Jul LqBT, 2ç-23,
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tltother or childrenr too tltåny aen have {iquratively and titerally des-

troyed the lives o.f other {ar¡iIy members, Denying this can complicate

the recovery o{ nany victinsr and facilitate ihe eåEe }¡ith r¡hich male

o{fenders cðn åvsid the issue.

I'len need to learn how to parent¡ it Has not a skill that t,l¿s em-

phasized fsr lTlÀny contemporary Àdult ßå1e5 $hen they sere children,

Yet part o+ teaching involves clearly demarcÀting the subject rnatter,

Advertisernents and Àrticles on {atherinq nped to enphasize that it is

not always a sonderful experience, It can be extrenely {rustrètingr

isolating, Ànd exhausting, PÂrenting also cÂn precipitate rnany pres-

sures within a relationship as tvlo adults try to ådjust tc the fÍnan-

cial Ând interpersonål stresEes of having a child, youthr or adoles-

cent, By ignoring ihe strainE o{ beÍng å parent, inrplying that things

Àre aIBÀys blissful , and not teaching nen hoþl t¡ non-vislently deal

s¡ith their emotisns can be a prescription {or disåEter. It can be

settinq rnany nen up to +ail--tlith Fotentially diErstrsus rami{Ícations

{or all f arnily nrernbers.

llen need to leårn the signs and symptsr¡s of their escalation to-

þràrd violence, }lhat to do to qet out o{ the situation, and how to qet

hel p to dEÀl !¡ith thei r prob I em, 0ne should not have to turn to a bock

Bn Âbuse {or such in{o¡matisn, The very nature of pårenting requires

that people knoH hoH to prevent being violent, TÕ date, nost of the

material åppe¿rE nore {ocussed on trying to portray parenting as re-

HÀrding and appealinq, almost in order to coax reluctant nen into un-

dertÀking the position--even if only on À shÂrëd båsiE. ThiE apFroÂch
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a(Et be complimented !iith an Àppropriate håndting of the reality o{

rnÂle vi ol ence Hithin +åni lies.

4, l'1al e Sex Roles

Considering the century old concern over thÊ degree to Hhi.ch mÉn

adopt À version o{ nrasculinity that is ccrnFatible $ith the needs o{ the

econonlyr the nation, and those uho control both (see Ëhapter Three

Âbove), it is not surprising that the mãle seH role is the issue that

hes received the írsst åttention +rottt liberal acadeinics, rrriters, and

pqbl i c conllìent åt 0r s. s r The mai n {ocus o{ fiost of thei r }¡0rk håE beeñ

to address the våst numbÊr o{ challenqes to traditional hegemonic nas-

culinity during the 1?70s and 198üs, They emphasize that adopting the

breaduinner ro1e, Eo highly valued in the 19g0Er no longer is ELlffi-

cient, lJhile contemporðry npn still rnÂy be required to provide an in-

c€ßìe {or themselves or a fÀmily, there åre increasi.ng dËoånds {or men

to nore Ekillfully recoqnize and csmnunicate their feelings, be more

involved in f åinily maintenance Ànd activitiesr and be less goal ori-
ented and Eelf-centred in their ínterpersonal and sexuÀl relationE.

€!, For exanple, see: I'larc Feigan Fasteau, fhe l,l¡le H¡chine (New
York: DeIl Pub,, Ltd,, t?75); Joe Dubbert, A Han's place: llasculiniLl
in Transition (Engleliood Êli{{s, NJI Prentice-Hall, ll7ql; peter
Stearns, Be A Han¡ I,l¡1es In llsdern Societll (New york: Holmes & lleier
Ft-tb,, Inc. , 117i)i Jack Nicholsr llen's Libgrationt A NeH DE{inition 0l
llasculinity {New Yor[:: PEnguin Faoks, Ltd, , l?80] ¡ liark Ëerzon, {Chsice [f [erseE¡ _The_Ëhanoinq Fåce gl American ]lan[ood (Bostonl Hough-
ton lli{flin ComF an y , l?8?) ¡ Perr y 6arfin}rte, In A_¡-ê_!_1_q_S_rl_{i_ I_Èl¡-eI_
5on,_Brstherl- Friend a [{_g![qr Rolel Hqn plga (Ne¡l york: Ne¡¡ Americàn
Library, 19851 Hen Druck, r,rith Janes Sinmons, The Secrets llen KepEl
Breaklqq The Silegce Barrier (Nes¡ York¡ Ðoubleday & Co., Inc., l9B5)¡
anci Jaines t'Neil, "l'lale 5ex Role Con{licts, Sexisil , and liasculinity:
PEycholoqicå1 Implication {or l'1en, llomen, Ànd the Co'lnselling Fsycholo-
giEt," ThÊ Counsellinq PsychBtoqist, ?(?), lgEt, ól-80,
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These expectations have placed considErable preEsLlre on nany rìen to be

ßsre critical o+ tråditj.onal masculinity, l'lnst of the liberÀt critics
exaíìinißg thp origin anci nature o{ these defiiands focus on the ease--or

dif.ficrlty--rnÂny rlten h ave in ÍntegratÍnq these rol es into thei r per-

ceived sense of healthy masctlinity,

Despite the importance af these Horks in åddresgtnq the preEsures

{or the developrnent of a nen, less traditional, noFe flexible ntåsculin-

ity, qenerally it does not occur ltithin a context BhÍch illurninatEs the

high levels of nale violence aqainst uomen, ThesÊ HorkE do nst re{lect

the reality that many nen re{use to, or are having difficulty e{fect-

ing, change ànd use violÊnce ås a vehiclê of protest, llany men still
beat theír i{ives because they forgot io buy the groceries or dared to

9o back io college. The 1Íberal critics rarely acknouledge male vio-

lence against eomen, l,lhen it is discussed, seldom ís it a{{orded a de-

gree o{ attpntisn comnensurate Bith the size s{ the problen,

The IiberåI role theorists åIso {Âi1 to recognize the limits of

male Eer role (tl5RIJ theory, As discussed in above Chapter Ihree, HSñl

theory is nÕt su{ficiently rooted y¡ithin a social context, Roles o{ten

Âre treåted as if they existed as a distinct entity, something tanqi-

ble, or pernanent, rather than as a thecreticÀl tsBI that has been

cr eÀted by i nd i vi dual hufiån bei ngE trying to Êxplåin a {luid, socially

censtructed reÀlity, The gaps in I'lSftl thErry are a re{lection of the

society in which it Has produced, Since rnale violence against wonen

continues to be larqely ignored, ít is not surprising that flËRI theo-

rists Hould perpetuate this crine, Considerable time is spent exanin-

ing nore socially valued conponents of nasculinity such as the strength
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o+ the Horl( ethicr or aale Bexl.tality. ViolËnce agåinEt etofiìen is not

Friorized, l4hile rnuch energy i5 expended by Iiberal critiss debåting

the angst of nany contenporary rnen håvinq to struqgle r,lith the denands

placed upon them by the neu male roles, it is not the íìÊn uho are the

najor victins. l,Jhi Ie there are pressures to modi{y the traditional

nale role--and {o¡ mÂny flìÊn this þlould entail ssfiìe di{fic{lt sel{-

analysis Ând Ehànge--the lÀrger issue nust not be forgotten. llBn cre-

ated the traditional roles, and used their ensuing positionË of qreÀter

poner, relative to sonen, to extract many bene{its {or themselves, It

is frightening that a fairly large body o{ litBrature could exÀrnine the

pressureB compellinq À reviEiön o{ contenporary hegenonic ÍtåEculinity

and generally iqnore one Õ{ its nost integral components--male violence

against wonen, lllere one to examine only the material generated by the

liberal critics o{ fiasculinityr nale violÊnce Hsuld aFpeår Às Àn ißEig-

nificÀnt fringe issue relevant to a snall minority of mÊn. yet the

statistics examined in Chapter 0ne attest to the inaccuracy of this im-

pressiBn. lhe rEality iE that one cannot prsperly and thoroughly exan-

ine contemporary mascutinity uithout also exarnining ånd +ocLtssing upon

fiÂl e violEnce against uonen.

ËONELUSIONË ON THE LIBERAT CftITIOS OF TRADITIONAL I.IASCqLIN]TI

The 1970s å¡d 198i)s expì.osion o{ naterial relating to men's issues

uas a positive step, The information helpBd spark, and contributË tor

the ernerqinq diEcussion on contemporary nascslinity, un{ortunately,

insuf{icient Àttention r¡as a{forded to examining male violence agåinst
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!,oß]en. Re{lecting the Ëociety in rihich these ylorks }lere produced, the

si I ence Has rei n{orced, and the i ssue renai ned I årqel y Ínvisible,

c. NE!l_A0å ¡iEN

Fsr new Âge nen, Iiberation involves coning to terms uith, and

kñol¿ing! thÊÍr inner energyr or IifË lorcE,€¿

ïhe vehicles {or connectinq Hith thpir inner nasculine eEse¡ce in-

vBlvË àll rnale gatherings, often several days long and Eituated outside

o+ ån urban context to better enÅbte thÈ participants to leave behind

their traditional roles and patterns o{ interacting with others, The

settings and activitieE often are chosen in an e{fort åt creating Â

prinordiål atlflosphère. To nurture the body ås Bell åE the spiritr {ood

often is collectively prepÂrèd and consufìed, l'1en qather in qroups to

build and then Heàr nasks depicting their inner nån. Drufis s{ all

:izes either are constructed or avai, lable lor drunning vtith the goal o{

dispelling the spirits of contenporary mÂsculinity and inviting the ar-

riva¡ of a long 1ost, and untamperBd oåscßline essEnce,

Poetry readings ånd small group discuEBions Àre å colìßìon conponeni

of these retreats, Net,¡ aqe men l'¡ant to nove away fron tradÍti.onål heq-

efisnic nasculinity and tonård å more powerful, less sounded or de+Ën-

sive Eense of inner masculini.ty, Robert BIy, an Anerican poÊt, has

Cl atterbaugh ¡ "Hascul i ni Ft Perspecti ves, " 4-É.
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becsme cne o+ the nost importãnt leaderE of neH age nen and developed a

siqnificant follovring that appears, åt tifie5r to border on idolÀtry.6s

Bly has i ntroduced thÊ concept ol the sildinãn uhich he bel i eveE iE

the true, pouerfuì | Eensitive, enerqetic, and li{e-giving essEnce deèp

sithin nen, B¡y Àrques that çlhen nen are csnnected Hith their vlildman

they have boundless energy and exuberance. l,Jhi le sensitivity is en-

couraged by ne age men, it is to be coupled Hith å stronqer sense o{

cofl+i.dËnce and belief in the righteousness B+ one's innEr rnåsculinity,

Neu age nen reject the tråditionàl hËgeiîonic nascul inity of l9F0s cor-

porate AmÊricå +or håving l,loundEd the inner rìåIÈ És5ÊnËe,è4

Neu åge nen sork very hård at helpinq other men break out of the

old roles, Significant portions o{ their Horkshsps {ocus, for example,

on critiquing the +ailings of traditi,snal hegemonic rnÀsculinity uhile

sitnultaneouEly helping participants apprecÍate and enpathize rrlith urhat

their {athers and grand{athers had tn do to be À mÀn in their tine,

NËvJ åge mEn encouFÂge rnen to heðI the ri{t bEt}Jeen thenselves and earl-

ier qenerations of men, ThÞy argue the split betueen nen o{ten has

bÉen conpounded by qenerations of men being absent {rom the hone,

Young maIes, åccÕrdinq to neu aqe theorists, lonq {or the presence o{

their father's mascul i ne êssËñce. Es

83, Examples o{ his sork includet fiobert Ély, ,,lJhat I'len Really
{,lant, " New Aqg, Hay 1982¡ and A !ittle Book 0n The Hunan S [e¡Lqg (Racoon
Books, 1986 ) ,

64, Christopher Burant, ,'t¡f llild I'len And l,larrÍors, " Ëhånqinq ¡1eÍ!,
19, Spr-Sum l98B r 7-?, 46,

68, See John Lee, The FIyinq Boy¡ Healinq the liounded llat (Aust-
in, Texas: New tlen's Press, l9E7), l0l-112,
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Neu age nascL!linisfi iE very appeålinq to fiìany ,îen, The retreats

provide a sa{e and supportive environment for nen to experiment nith

discarding old, and adopting new, !nterpersonal comnunication and be-

haviour patterns. For this, the neH agE aÉn deserve considerable

cofinendÀtion,

They also deserve credit {or e{îphÀsizing that the Hildman--the

true inner male essence--lrould not be violent, The v¡ildnan FurFortedly

sor kE f rom a poi nt of strength while of{enders, in bei ng disconnected

fron their inner self, ÀrË nsre likely to sirike out, 0f{enders are

vie+¡ed as being t.reak nen cut of{ {rom their true, inner source s{

pouer,6a

ïhe ne$ Àge nen's philosophy, however, dBeE suf{er {rorì sorìÊ i.a-

portåni Heaknesses, An iniiial probleíì is the extensive usE of nrythi-

cal tales, anci FrBudian and Jungian FresuppoEitions. þlhile theEe con-

tribute to the mysiicisrì oftÊn associated with neu age masculinism,

they åre not very sirong theoretical foundations uFon Hhich to buitd å

theory o{ personal i ty devel opment, sz

There also are problems with Bly'E iheory o+ the r.ti Idnàn. Ey ðr-

guing that i.he lrildman is intrÍnsically qood, pouerful, and--flsEt im-

p a r t a n t I y - - n o n v i o I e n t , Bly's posi ti on iE the rever se of mor al conservÀ-

tives and somev¡hat sirnplistically parallels Eociål constructionisfl, The

rìorÂl csnservãtives argue that male nature is inherently vislent; it
needs to be taned by essential social institutions, l¡Jithin the net{ À9e

tnÂ1e ånd sociÀ1 constructÍonist perspectives, it is thp society thåt

Burant, "0{ !lild tlen And !larriors,,' 4ó.

0I atterbaugh, "llascuI i ni st Per:pectiveË|,, 4-É.

éré
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creåtes violent nen, But neli åqe men di+fer f roÍt a sociål conËtruc-

tionist perspectivE in trro important HÂys--bsth of g¡hich open the fiave-

lllent to considerabl e criticism,

l,lew age nen focus priÍìÀrily on how illen håve heen Hounded, pÅrÀl-

lelling the inen's rightB advocates, nEF age rîÊn Ëmphasize the price rnen

håve pðid by ÀccÊpting the traditionÀl nale role--heart attacks, short-

er li{e e¡{pectåncy, and {euer intimate friends, l,lhile the neH ågÊ mÊn

may lack fiittch o+ the vehemency and anger evident in the men's rights

fiovement, they share flÂny Ëf the sarnË concerns, Jed Di¿inond r in !nside

[utl Becominq_ I'l y 0]¡n llan | ån exanple o{ nen age flìale philosophyr Êven

åcknol¡lËdges his respect far thB ltsrll of Hprb 6o1dberg, one of the

I eadi ng rnEn'E riqhts måscul iniEts.€é

Like the men's rightE advocates, ner'l age ßen fait by rninimizinq

the part men p I ayed in creåt i ng and, in nan y Hays I benef itinq fron he-

qenonic ntÂBculinity, They ignore that choosing to be å hegenonic nale

iB not done sithout cause. HÊn restrict the full range of human emo-

tions in orrjêr to rnåintåÍn their potrer over others or to perpetuate the

illusion of being in conirol Õf theßseIves. In their e{{orts at er-

panding the ranqe of acceptable ßasculini.tiesr net¡ åqe men often chas-

tise women for the limits on men. l,Jonen, and particularly mothers, årE

blaned {or coming between .fRthers ànd sonsr ånd btocki¡g male energy.ê"

Such a stance parallels the nen's rights position, Thus, the import-

ance o{ net,J Àge masculinists expBsing the price o.f hegenonic

Êê, JÊd
EA: Fi Tth l{ave

Di åmond | ¡ nEi de 0ut ¡ Becomi nq I'ly OHn Ìlèn
Press, l?BJ).

e.t Ël ätterbaugh, "l'lasculinist Perspectives, " ó,

(5an Raphael ,
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Íìåsc(linity on flìen iE lost Hhen they do not simultaneouEly ÂcknoHlEdqe

ånd entFhasize its price for Hoflen,

NeH age men also do not emphasizE Â collective responEibility for

ending male violence, l,lhi 1e not contplBtÞly ignoring thåt v,omen håve

been Àbused by fiìen, typically this iE ßentioned alflost in passinq.

V i ol ence is sornethi ng done by other nen --those nst ronnected ui th their

innËr eEsÊnce¡ !lhile neH age men do not ÅpprEve o{ nale violence

ågåinst wonen, they do not cllltivate a strong sense o{ shared respon-

sibility t oHår d changing other men or the systein that encour ages then

to be violent. Neu age men's philosophy essentially involves internal ,

individual Hork ånd dses not seriously Àddress the need {or signi{icant

political vtork to ênd rnåle violence. tJhile the positive qualities of

men neFd to be enphasized, and måny ßen nay need to undertÂke conEider-

able i nd i vi dnal sel { -ana I ysi s, t hese shoul d not be priorized at the ex-

penEe Þf å collective resFsnEibility for altering the social {orces

that create violent ßen. Éy not affording ât leåst ån equàl priority

to changing the EociaI constructionist {orces such as the mediår porn-

ogråphyr the nilitary and others that create violent aen, nËt.l age rìEn

essentially leave intact the elisting ÍìiEogynist Bystem,

c0NILU5 r 0Ns 0N AV0rpA[qL

llhile the silent i¡ultÍtudeE relltàin eniqrnatic, the liberal critics

and ne$ age flìpn hÀve plåypd an important role in Iooseninq the restric-

tions upon acceptable masculinities, This change nas long overdue,

!lhe¡e these groups {ail iE in acknou}edging the degree ts øhich

nen Âre violent tBHÀrd Horìen. Since they iqnore or rninimize this kÊy
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element, it folloþ¡É that they are not too actively involved in the er-

rÀdicatiÕn of the social constructianist forces shich create violent

fien , ThEse ßìÊn arE unlikely to be picheting stores selling Hår toys t

or encouraging a reduction of violence on television, !Jhen they do, it
is nore likely to oppose hovt theEe {orces encouraqe a speci{ic, res-

tricted masculinity than out o{ a primary concern for the ef{ect these

social realities hRve on the lives and sa{ety of Honen, yet, uith

statistics indicating that I in ? women are sex ual I y or physicalIy as-

Baulted Àt sone point in their 1i{e, ignoring or mininizing nale vio-

lence against ßomÊn is cooplêtÊly unåËceptåb1Ê,?o

PART I I I: l,J0RKIt{Ê F0R CHANËE

The f ollor,ring are +our cåtegoriès sf fien uorking {sr an end to the

crimes agai nst r,¡omen,

A, IIEN ¡U BiFENDER PROËRA}INE5

The e{fsrts of nen that Hsuld like to end thei¡ violence are re-

FeÂtedIy hanpered {Ëhapter Five}, There iE insul{icient funding {or

offender Frogramßes, inadequåte {ol Iou-up and Eupport qroup sÊrvices,

ånd the sociål {orces ¡¡hich encouraqe, legitimize, and reward fiìÀle vio-

lence largely have been le{t intact. Ì'1en t{ho succeed in ending their

ea. Lenore l,lal ker, in The BåttÊrEd ulofnÀn (Neo yorkt HãrpÊr &
ftow, 1979), 19, states that there is a 50 percent chance that åny l,lonån
sill be beÂten, Diana Russell, in Seliuål ExploitÀtLon! Fape! Child
Sexual Abuse, _4¡¡l l'lorllg!ace Harassment, Vol, l5F, SÂge Libråry o{ Soc-
ial Research (Beverly Hills: $age Publications, l?BEr 34-S6, states
that fronr her researcht a tronan in Sân Francisco has a 46 percent prob-
ability of beconing a victirn of sexual assÀult or atternpted sexual as-
såult åt soflìe point in her li{e, RusEell ålso considered the Sàn Fran-
ciEco Etatistics to be fairly representative o{ other Eonmunities,



violence åre an ifüportani rpsource that could be better irtilized. A{-

fordln¡ greater public attention to their succeEeÉs would help raise

lhe issue of male violence against women, and encourage other o{.fenders

to bel i eve ihat change is poÉsible.

B, INDIVIÐUAL5

Individual motives fiay rÀnge {rorì ån ultimatun from a fenale part-

ner indicÃting that she Hill leåve i{ the vi ol enc e does not end, to

f riends con{ronti ng the nan and encourag i ng À rad i cal change in his be-

hÂviourr to individIal men recognizing and acknouledging iheir violence

Âgainst t,tofien, {eeling disgusted about it, and wanting to change, 0ne

of the najor problems Hith acting lndividuålly is that nen irying to

chÀnqe their behaviours may lack the essential support or information

necÊEsÀry to best arhieve, and maintain, nsn-violence, As HÊll, þ¿hile

change is positive, il it is centred r,,ith one individual, thE e{fectE

on their êctual ånd rnythicå¡ målF FÊer nay be mÍninal,er

C, NBN -H E 6E TION IC IIASCUL I N I5T5

llany non-hegemonic nen--ie. gðyBr neñ o{ colour, and the poor--

have been dissatisfiBd uith hoþ¡ traditionÀl hegemonic íìåsculinity re-

stricted nen's options. They kne!i first hÀnd the e++Ects sf

?r, Richard StordÊur | ånd Richàrd Stilter f¡-{i¡_S_&L_L j j j]llgg
AqainEt Their Fartngrs¡ gLe__RoÀd To_feace (Neubury Fark, CAi Saqe pub.,
1nc,, 19BP), 7l-?B; and Virqinia Coover, Ellen Deacon, Charles Esser,
aßd ChristopheF ¡loore, Resourle HanuaI For A Livina Revolution lFhilÀ-
delphia: Nen Society Pub,, l9B5).
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hor]öphobiar raÈisßt, and c¡aãsi5n,eã Such forcE6--or Hhàt Ned Lyttelton

has called thË nåjor dividing lines"s--serve to narroe the ranks of nen

so that greåtêr monÊtåryr pouer, ånd status aHards can be a{forded to

white, niddle class, heterosexuals, Non-hegemonic mEn recognized that

their interests BËrE unlil(ely to be nÈt by the net,tly emerging nen's

qroups that were comprised primarily of white, heterosext.tal, tniddle

cì¿ss rnàles. Nen åger ànd men's righis advscates bJere HÀntinq thÊ

{reedo¡r for men to be rnore enotiBnal, less career oriented, ånd devÊlop

more friendships--in essÊnce to broaden ihe scope of àcceptable nðscu-

linities, But there Here very clear Iirnits aF to hoH +ar these tr{o

groups r,lould be y¡ilÌinq to inove. t'lany nen'E rights advocates sere ex-

trÉmely homophobic,ea let,t low incsme men Eould a{ford å Hêekend rË-

treat to beàt dr ums ånd make masks, and both grot-tps--shi I e noi. overtly

racist--had not made ending råcisn å rnajor potitical sbjective, For

these reaEons nlÂny non-hegemonic men either H€rê never attracted ts

these movenents or, i f they were, soon defected and establ i shed thei r

oHn critique o+ heqeßonic aÀscLìlinity.

ïhe nÕn-heqeiîonic masculinist theoretical and politicÂl csntribu-

ti ons have provi ded a diversity and vi tal i ty to the deþate on

1?, Typi{ying thé viÊtJ o{ måny black men, psychiatri6tË !lilliån
Grier and Price Cobbs, in their 19ó8 best-seller, BIAqL_&qqq, urote
that "l,lhereas the white nån regårdE his manhood as an ordained right,
the black man is engaqed in a neverending struggle {or its possession.',
Ërierr and Eobbs, Elack Raqq (Nel¡ Yor k: Basi c Eoo ks, 19óB), t.¡ere quoted
in Janet Shibley Hyde, HÂlf The Hsman ExFeriÈnce: The Ps_tchsl.sqy ol
llomen (Leringtonr HA: D,C, Heath ånd Ës,, t9B5) ! 1õ3,

es, Lytteltonl "l'lajar Dividinq Lines,r' ¡õ-õ4,

a4, Brannonr "Are Thp 'Free ìlèn'A Faction 0f our I'lovènent?" l4-
15, 30-3?,
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äråsculinity. They have challenqed existing inEtitutions, Às llell as

thÊ Éupposedly progressive ne$ nen's groupE, to exami¡e their oHn hams-

phÕbiÀ, racisÍt, and c1åEÉisa, The non-hegenonic men increaEed the com-

plexity o{ the isEuei no longer was the diEcussion focuEEed just on

gÈnder, eÊ

Yet even the non-hegensnic nasculine Fesponse has several contra-

dictions, For exanple, not åIl Àre Fro-fetllinist. ilany exanrples exist

of gay, coloured, and socialist flen priorizing their needs sver thoEe

of 11omen. Gay Republ i cåns iß the Uni ted StÂteE bel ong to a pol i ti cat

Farty thåt has restricted funding +or day care, abortion services, and

rut back on food stålllpË.eê l,lany men of colour HhÍle intent on ending

?ã. For materiål on the racial di vi di nq Iiner Eeet Tony Bel l,
"Black llen In lhe llhite llen's l'lovement," Chån0ino _[q!_, 17, {,Jin 1?Bó,
l1-12,44; Harry Brod, "Unlearning RåciEtrr: Valr-ting tlur Ili{f erences,,'
C[gqqinq llen, 17 Hin 198ór 13; Larry Icard, "Black 6ay llen And Con-
flicting 5oc i a1 Identitiest SÊx rÀl 0rientation Versus Rac i a! Identity,',
J_ournal 0{ &lcial lJork And Hurnan Sexr,raIitv, 4(l&2), Fal-{,lin 19Bi-86,
8S-93; Robert Staples, "lfasculinity And Racel ThÊ Duål Dilenrma o{ Black
ilen," Journal_[l_focial Issues, J4(1), 1978, 169-183,

For rnaterial on the sexual pre{erence dividinq line, see: Stephen
Horin, and Ellen Gar{i.nkle, "llale HÞnophobiÀr" Journal 0f SociÀl Is-
ãlgar 54(l), 1178, ?i-47iTed Bohn, "Honrophobic Violencer IñplicÀtions
for Social 14ork Practice," Journal 0+ SÕciål !lork .And Humån Sexuålj_Ly-,
2 (?-3), l,iin-Spr r 1983-84, 9l-11?¡ and Ëreqory Herek, "Beyond 'Homo-
phobia': A SBciå1 Psycholoqical Perspective on Attitr-rdes Toward
LeEbiðns and 6ay Hen," þq1qg!__Qf Homqsexuality, 10(1-2), Fal 1?84, t-
2t.

For an good inteqration o+ rÀce, çenderr class, and sexual prefer-
enEe iEEuesr see¡ Paul Hoch, |Jhite Hero, Flack _Eeas[_[qqþ4. Sexisn

¡¡i_bl (London! Pluto Press, lg79) ,

iê, Bei ng gay ÀlEo does not prevent onë { ron bei ng raci st. Ëee:
Joseph Beam, "No çheËk To Turn," Chanqino llen, 17, l,lin 1986, ?-10; Ånd
Albert Luna, "Eay Racisn," in Hichael Kimfiel, and I'lichaet l.lessner,
llen'q_Li_yes. (New York¡ lfacmillan Pub., Co,, t9B9), 44þ-447.
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råcisn havE perpetuated signi{irant qender divisions Hithin thèir fåu]i-

lies and sociål Õ r ! à n i z à t i o n s . r z For ex amp I e, Stokel ey Carmichael,

the Ieader o{ the Student l,{onviolence Coordinating Comnrittee {5NCC), an

important Amer i c an black civil rights gr oup in the I gó0s , stated that

"the only positíon {or .lomen in sNCC is pF0ne.nee Numerous socialist
srgrnizations ålEo were notorious {or ignoring the riqhts and demands

o{ ¡¡omen, l'lany crassical Harxists continuE to vieH the r{EmBn,s nove-

nÞnt as sornethi.ng secondary to the class struggle, ThEy believe that
once ålI veEtiges o{ our clÀss society have been åbo¡ished, distinc_
tions håÉëd on Ëex þ¡su¡d disåppeår.er Non-hegenonic rnen who focus on

the single issue of advancing their rights ånd opportunities þlhile ig_

noring or devaluing gender based exptoitation parallel the ef{orts s{

other men Horking primarily {or Àn exFanÊion of åcceptåble

?7, Robert Staples, ',Hasculinity And Racel The Dual Ililenma 0{Elack l1en," in Kifinel , and llessner, I,len.1_Ljves., g0_Bl,

ra, 0uoted in SÀrå EvÀnBr Born For Libertyl A Historv 0f I'Joß]Ên I nAnglica (NEi¡ Yarkt Free press, lggg) | ZBi,

eF, For nore on the debates l¡ithin the Le{t about its relåtion_ship to {eninism, see: I'lichele Barrett, [onën,s gFpreEsion foqav: ¡rii_!emg-i n-[ar-ti st Feminist AnarvsiE tt-onooni-vãiso Fo"kr, rrg0tt H";.*;6odelier, "The 0rigins 0{ Ilale Þomination," New LefLfeviÊH. iZZ. n"u_Jun l9Bt, s-17¡ Johanna Brenner, and lt"ri" Räããfiñi]¡iñfinq-ltår;;i,
0ppression," [er¡ Left Review, 144, llar-Apr l?84, JS_7t¡ llichete Bar_rett, "Rethinking l,lornpn'E 0ppression: A Reply To Brennei unO nir"r,,
!etr Left..Beview, 146, Jut-ALrg 1984, IZJ-t?Bl Änqela t4eir, ånd Elizabeihl,lilson, r'f he British I,Jomen,s HovemEnt,,' Ne¡¡ Leit Review, f+e, nou_O"l1984, 74-103i rlane Lewis, "The Debates Oni"*inO ËlaEr;" Nell Lelt Re_
}rry'.la?l Janlfeb 1985, 108-12(r; and Andrelr Tol son, lht__LletLffiI'lascul ini ty {1977),

llen on the left ålso have a history o+ hornophobia. Sep: Tom Ken_nedy, "Homophobia And The Le{tr, in Jon Snodgrass (ed), A BooE 0i ReiJ:i¡gs For_ tlen AboEt_ sexiErì (Albi0n, cAr Tinre Ëhange presnltti;16óf
1ó9 ,
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ÍlåEculinities, Both ignore the role o{ nisogyny in exFloiting and

abusing tlomen. I'lon-hegemonic men that {it thiE cateqory nay ltant ta

loosen the restrictions to the ',boy's cluh", but still Hant it to be

all fflale,

Thpre åre, hot,lever, many non-hegFmonic men r,torking to end nrisogyny

and ßàle violence agai,nst women. TheEe are the nen that are an import-

Ànt locL{s o{ chanqe. StËmrning .from Ån ÀHårÊness of the often violent

e{fects of homophobiar many gÀy men have been in the {orefront of num-

erous ñen's groups focussing attentíon on nå1ë víolencÊ.too Nunerous

men of colour ¡lso h¿ve cone to realize th¿t an end to racism Nill not

be enough for non-l'thite Honen. Thusr mÂny native, black, and hispanic

men have uorked side-by-side uith their {eflale csunterparts strugglinq

to i npr ove the st åtus of eåch, ro1 Equål I y c0operåti vÈ e{forts are at-

tempted ai¡ong sociålist rnen. ft.f ter the 1970s revision o{ the Ne¡¡

Le{t's position on {ÊfIìinisn, there Has general acknowledgement that a

Eocialist and leminist revolution were needed to end oppression and

sexism, I'lany sscialist ßen have been srgånizinq lronen w¡rkers or

Etruggling to integrate {eninist theory and practice into their person-

al and pclitical l i ves,

Each of the pro-ferninist non-hegemonic groups have nade irnportant

contributione to thE theorètical debate and practical understanding of

roo¡ UhilÊ rìany gåy ttten have been very ÂËtive in pro-fetlinist
nen'E groupsr their isEues hàve not el¡lÂyE bËen vienBd as a major
priority by the heterssexual najority, 5ee Interrante, ,,0ancing Along
ïhe FrecÍpicer" 3-ó, 32,

ror¡ Eregory Tate, "Say, Brother,,' Chånqinq llen, 17, !Jín
and StaFlesr "HÀsculinity And Race,,' in Hinnel, and llessner
lign's_!i!es, 7õ-83,

l9Bó , 8¡
(eds, ) ,



4l'1

Bur sociÂ1 reÂ1ity, l{ithout an exani¡ation o{ hornophobia, for example,

íìÀny fiEn may be hardpressed to understand vrhy, despite their best ef-

forts, they are {ailing at developing deeper, more signi{icant +ripnd-

Ehips Hith other rlren, l'1en of calour have emphasized the qreater di{fi-

ct.tlty in inteqratinq Eone {eminist goals r*ithin nrany minority conmu¡i-

tiËs. Sharing the breadwinner role and dividing the domestic reEponsi-

bilities can be tryi ng at the best s{ t i mes, In iîÀny Native or black

hot.tËeholds, for BXàrnplE, this FroEess is {urther cornplicated, RacÍEm

results in signi{icantly loHer enployment and råtÊs o{ pay. To ßain-

tain econornic solvency, a heteroselu¡l couple ßÀy be compelled to set-

tle for a +àirly traditio¡al division o{ Iabour, Not that decisions

regarding the rectilication of qender imbÂIances need to be put on hold

until the {amily income is higher, but until then, some rsle FeversÀl

options simFly do not exist. to2

Pro-feninist socialist nen also have made Eome valuable contribu-

tisns, 0ne sf the nost important iE a +rÀllìeHorli +or þetter understand-

ing numerous components sithin feminiEm, A Iiberal analysis iE unlike-

ly to examine the relationships between class and qender, The result

is a di{f iculty explaining the o{ten d i vergent goaIE o+ var i sus strånds

o{ feninism, The preponderance in numbers and political clont of fiid-

dle and upper class somen r'¡i.thin fËninisfit has skeued the {ocus o{ tnany

prBgranmes toward the relatively noFÈ a{{luent, to¡ Such programmes and

policies help explain r¡hy ßany HBrking clasE nales vlould {ind

. 5tàplÈ8, "l4asculinity And Race,
Hqn's Li ves, 73-83.

. Evans, Born For Libet !y, ?87-314,

¡o2

)l(eds.
in Ki mnel , and Hessner
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consErvative ånd mËn's rights FhilBsophy Àppealinq, From thEÍr clåss

position it Ean app€år that there åre íìany options Ând Froqrarnmes .for

rniddle ¡lass uomen thåt årF not available for uorliing clasE individu-

als. A prB-+pÍìiniEt non-hegemonic perspËctive recognizes ihe in{luence

o{ both class ¿nd gender, I'lorking class nen need not be opposed to

{eninism but critical o{ bourgeo i s feninists ånd recogn i z p theÍr oIln

allegiance nith their t¡orkinq class sisters, Butr such solidÃrity cÃn

be di{ficult to estabtish--particularly urhen others are r,rorking to pre-

vent it, ËsnEervative Ând mën's rights activists aranipulate rnisogynist

values ainong men to hiqhlight the evils o{ f€ninisn, Sinrilarly, the

history o{ the trÀde union movement Frovides nt.tnErous examples nhere

the ruling classes have exploited dif{erencEs betl{een male and {enale

ylorkers in order to accentnate and perpetuate divisions Bithinr ånd

nÀintaifl coñtrol over, the Horking ËlåsÊ,1o4

In hiqhlighting the irrrportant contributions of pro-{eminist non-

hegenonic nenr one cannot iqnore that there exist nndeniable contradÍc-

tions which limit theEe rÌen in e++Ëcting secial chanqe. ì,lot alt indi-

viduÀlE hÀve incorporated into their personål and political lives a

theory Hhich Àccounts {or all the dividing linps. Thus, there Àrer for

exafìple, rÀcist pro-.feminist gÃy nen, pro-feniniEt socialist rìen that

are homophobic, and black gÀy rllen that despise the poor. Integrating

the v¿rious dividinq lines into one's idesloEy and work can be very

di{ficult.

,o4, Spèr +or examplel Ruth
Pl i qh!_0{ _Poor !lomel__!q_Alnericå

Sidel, lJooen And Children Last¡ The
( Net,l Yor k: Pengui n, 1?Ë7), 49-7ó ¡ and

Rochel I e Ëailín,
tli ssi ssi ppi Press, 1987), ?4-48,

t45 (rJackson; L.lniversity 0{
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I'lultiple issue integratíon not only is problenatic {sr indivi-

duals, It can operate at a natisnal Ievel as r¡elL In CubÀr for exan-

ple, uhile socialist ånd .f er¡inist policies have immeasurably irnproved

the Iives o{ millions of CubånE I gdys continue to bc pËFEËcuted. roc

CIb ¡ serves as an i mpor tant validation of the argument s of non-hegemo-

nic Íìen, lo ignore rnisoqyny, homophobia, råcisn, or any other dividinq

line, cån perpetuate the historic ¡bttse and elrploitation o{ vårious

groups of p eop 1e.

It is encouraging that Eome nen are uorl<ing toward rnultiple iEsue

integration, Such a perspective helps us develop a vieH of our sscial

reality thÀt aims to end åll forms of discrimination. !lhile consider-

able y¡orli remains, and the posEibility of a broad-þased inultiple issue

social novement stilì extremely uncertain, it does provide a gtitllpEe of

Hhat the r+orld could be t,tithsut exploitation, abuse, or persecution.

llhile Euch a eorld is only å vision, it is one ihat uas increasingly

spoken about during the late 1?80s, Eack in the 1?70s, Rhen mÀny in-

dividuals in the l,lest becane disheartenèd Hith the abitity o{ socia}-

iEm to resolve nany o{ the Horld's problens, there was a greater anount

Õf enËrgy devoted to single issue causes. An endlÈss list o{ examples

included saving the Hhålesr stopping nuclear pouer, ending çrorld hun-

ger, overthrowing apartheid, ensuring gåy rightsr and ending violence

ÀgÂinst t,toßen. llhat became increasingly evident is nuíìerouE orqånizers

is that Hhile thp isEues nÀy di{{er, the process uas the same--qÀining

por,Jer 'f roß those vlho maintain control. llany of these groups and

roã, Al¡èn Younqr qðl¡_U¡lgr_The Quban RevÕ¡uti0n (San Fr¿nciscol
Grey Fox , 1?BZ),
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rÌovementB t{Êre l{Brking for the same goals--peÀcer proEperity, eqt.tålityt

and ecological survival, Non-hegemonic fiÌen plåyed an inportant role in

identifying the various dividing linËE ånd emphasizing that fsr the

exploitation o{ poerer to end, å1liÂncÞs are essential, Putting their

theory into practicE, rnÂny non-hegensnic nlÊn Horked in conjunction uith

thÊ norÊ generål pro-{eninist men's groups.

The theory and practice o{ pro-{eÍìinist ttten requires {urther

ex åiTri nåt i on,

D, teq-FEr'1rNr5r HE[:S RESPENsE

P!t!-0!jlgHY_

Pro-feminist rïasculinisß, like many o+ thp responseE aÍnong nenl

eflerqed in the HÀke c{ the lg70s revivðl o{ fearinism. Pro-{eninist men

acknotrledge that the hEgemonÍc nale role has many disadvantaqes. They

Àdmit that heart attacks, relatively eårliBr deaths, feuer intimate

{riends, and a generally lo¡¿ered ability to effectivety connunicate

{eelinqs are signi+icÀnt coEts to pày {Br being male, llhat Eets them

ÀpÀrt froß other organized nale responEesr however, is their enphasis

on the privileges nen receive by ådopting hegemonic masculinity and,

most importantly, the hårfiful e{fects this has on troÍìen, Through emo-

tional, physical, and sexual violence men maintain control over uoßen,

Raising the as¡areness about male violence and uorking toward its eradi-

cÀtion are najor qoals {or pro-{efiìinist fien, ËËntrary to the consErvå-

tive or ner{ åge men's perspective, pro-fetrlinist men argue that nale

dorninÀnce o{ HonBn is nst a +unction o.f snppressed nale essencer genË8,

flÀturål selection, or inadequate socialization, Fron a prB-{eminist
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perspective, tnale violÉnce is caused by living in a society in which

nÀ1e violence ÀgÀinst $ofien is generally encouraged, minimized, and

lpgitimized. Fro-leminist men adapt å EociRl constructionist approach

and criticize the social fsrces and institutions, tike pornography, the

rnilitåryr the nedia, Ànd the .family, for creating violent nËn, roé

Their perspective is pro-feninist, gay affirmative, and ntale suppor-

tive, They emphasi ze that the ex i sti ng màsculinites and femininities

are sscially creÀted and thr-rs have the potentiâl {or change.

Fro-feminist llten Ârgue that all men need to develop effective,

nonviolent coamtrnicÂtion Fkil]s; Ehare domestic r e s p o n s i b i I i t i e s ¡ and

balance their cBnpetitivË drive uith adequate self cåre, They reÈoq-

nize thÀt it is inEu+ficient i{ these changês occur only síthin a limi-

ted Ephere of influence, Focussing upon the individual without alter-

Íng the social structures Hhich contribute to their vål,ue +orßatiEn cÂn

ÀllBH th€ collective violence to ccntinue tarqely untouched, And al-

tering the society uithout encourÂging individual Ëhànges could main-

tai n sone very abusi ve si tuat i ons t,tithin individual homes. Thus, nen

mßst ef{ect personal and colleEtiver sÕcial Etructural changes, The

trul y rådicå1 act--at I east in regard to its eff ect on the patriårchy--

iE not just to chanqe one's self, but to 5peåk out against mÀlÞ vio-

I ence against wonen,

The collective responsibility of men for creating, and conversely,

ending nale violence ågainst Honen, is cBntral to the pro-fentinisi

philosophy, They recognizê thÀt aany aen rrlÂy not hÀve bashed in a

I Þá 9toltenberg, "The Profenrinist llen's l,loverltent t,' 7-9,
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Boflàn's tÊEth, rÀped a ferìale {riend, authorized À HontÂn'Ë steriliza-

tion, or pÂid å proBtitute for services rendered, YÊt r{hÊn one re-

{lects on our culture, it seentE inconceivåble that there exists a nan

that has not, at soíÌe point i¡ his lifer even i{ onty in hiB adoles-

cÉnce, eithEr pnt donn, violated, or in sÕtne !lay abused s Htrmanì or Âc-

crued nonetary bene{its, pB!.ier, or status thrÕugh the exploitation and

subjuqÀti 0n of þ¡omen,

The EimFle fact of being aàle con{ers certaifl rights ånd privi-

leges that are unknosn to many uonen. Acknor+ledging this reàlity can

induce ð trenendouE sense o{ collective guittr r{hich, in turn, cån måke

soirìe men {eel ashamed about beinq nale or resentful ts}¡ard somen {or

hÍghlightinq men's abuse o$ pouer, lhis quÍtt, in part, has contrib-

uted to the grouth o{ the men's riqhts and nel{ aqè men's groupE, Foth

Hsrk to assuåge rnale guilt. They try to resurrect and emphasize posi-

tive nasculine quålities, but o{ten end up discrediting {eminism,

Pro-{eminist fien recognize the inportance of nen {eeling gÕod

about their flÌasculinity. But they argue that one o{ the most inpartant

vÊhicles {or developing Â positive naEculine self-esteem, is not to ig-

nore the alarning levels o{ nale violence agåinåt $onen, or pretend it
is someone else'r probleßl or responsÍbility, InstËåd, men need io be-

corìe individl.lal]y and collectively involved in endinq rnåle violence

against wonen, The {olloHing is å sketch of soine of the rnÀjor eftorts

of pro-feni ni Et nen. roz

Lytteltonr " ¡iaj or Di vi dÍ nq Lines,',33-34,



AREAS OF ACTIVITY

1. ftape_Prevention

Thp traditional response to råpe prevention has been to teach so-

men hovr to defend themselves, The result hås beBn a proliferation o{

books ¡nd årticlËs encouråging ltomen to çalk r*ith other people at

night; take sel{-defense coLrrEes guch as karate or Hen-doi ensure they

are noi alone sith å lilåle in an elevator¡ or håve their cÀr keys handy

to gouge the eyes o.f an asEailant or avoid 14åsting tiße outside o{ a

Iocked car if being pursupd. llhile inportant, the traditionÀl rÀpe

prevention approarh dces not deal directly with the problern, Since nen

are the o{fenders, it should be they--and not ltonen--thÀt have to

chanqe thei r behavi our, Pro-{eninist lTlen håve beBn active in tryi ng to

chanqe nen's belie{s about rapÊ through individual and collective

e+forts,

Indivi{ual EflortE

A multitude o{ options exist. Here are but å +e{ of the things

pro-feninist flen Àrp requesting o{ individual r¡en;

l' Put a S t gÈ_8Âp_e bumper sti cker on one's cår,
?, I'lhe¡ Halking on the street keep one's hands visible, nove to the

other side o{ the street, ensure the l+oman is À significÀnt diçtance
åldåyr and HAlk so that she dBes not {eel she is being follsHed, If
t{Àlking nith a group of nEn, these tactics are parti.cularly import-
ant,

4, Ëon{ront potential raFists, I{ one ¡litnesses a potential rape
scene, ask the nonan if thÊ rnèn is bothering her and be prepared
that the man rnåy attack the intervener, This cån allsH the woman
tine to get free. If one fBårs physically intervening, cåIling the
polÍce or nearby residBntE Hould be inFortånt, Creative tactics al-
Eo can be iinplenented, For ê¡{aßìplÞ! i{ one is drivinq a cår, Àlign
it so the hEadlights shine on the attacker and repeatedly honk the
horn.

4. Çonfront the rape-supportive jokes o.f friendE and co-workers,
5, Ex pcse r ape mytho¡ oqy,
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1,

3,

7,
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Col lective Efforts

Numerous collective aciions Àlso cån bË impleßìented,

Lobby {or better street lightingr escort services to cars, or in-
proved apar tment security.
Criticize, when appropriate, I ocal pol i ce handl ing o{ sexual as-
så|.ll t cÀses.
Expose inåppropriate media coverage o{ asEauIts, Also highlight
the numerous suFports to rape mythotsgy provided by mEdia images.
Boycott companies that portray inages of $omEn enjoying rape,
0rganize public meetings to in{orn co-corkers, coßìfiìunity residents
and politicians absut Eexuàl åEEårlt, llork on ending their support
of rape mytholÐgy,
0ffer ts prsvide support services sr chi ld care for Take Back The
Ni ght nårches.
14ork to hÀvÉ rape Frevention a required part of schoo] ånd univer-
si ty curricul i,
Produce and distribute Ieaflets critiquing the various rape
l]ìyths.loð

nst P

Pro-{eninist nen alss have been Ãctive in the strugqle ågåinst

pornography. ThBy Àrque that the industry prolits frsn the dëgrÀdÀtion

of tlomen through the pe¡petuåtion o{ sexist stereotypes and the rein-

forcement o+ rape Íìythotoqy, Direct action ÀgainEt pornogrÀFhy has in-

cluded picketing pornoqraphy book shops and movie theatres, FÀrnphlet-

ting people on the street sith handbills exFlaining hor+ porncqraphy is

dangerous to wonen; and ¡cts o{ civil disobedience--throning eqgs at

buildinqs, spray painting theatre nårquees, or breakinq r,Jindsl.rs. pro-

{eniniEt nen also have been active uriting letters to newspaper edi-

tors; doi nq r esearch verifying the harnful e+{Ëcts of pornography;

¡oGrr Adapted {rom Seattle I'len Against Rape and Lonisiônå SisBieg
in Struggle (LASI5) , "l'len Stoppinq RÅFe,', 11. Een!!q. tle q-_rþr_ Ëendet
Juslige, 13, Få¡ l?84, 4å, Also Eee LaHrence gohent "The llåsks of
Rape," Chanqinq Ìlen, 20, {,lin-5pr 1989, ?2-23; and Py Bateman ând Bit!
l'ìahoney, I'iacho! IE ThÀt
Educat i on Syst ems, l9B6),

!¿h at -l__-E-q-+lly_-[gq!?_ ( Sc Àr b or Eug h I NY ! Yört h
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f,snducting discussion groLrps !{ith {riendE, co-1.¡Êrkersr or the generÀl

FL{blici ènd lBbbying leqislative Ieaders to rBstrict or prohibit the

Èale and distribution o{ pornoqraphic materíal,lot

3, !,J3¡kinq To End gÂtterinq

Fro-feminist men have organized to r¿ise pubt i c at,lareness about

the IevelE and e{f ectÉ o{ iital e v i cl ence aqainst uomen. Thr ough d Í Ecus-

sÍon groups, Ieaflettingr and rallips aen have been repeating a slogan

centrål to the pro-feflinist philosophy, ',Hen Brealiinq Silence Absut

llal e Violence. "

0ne signi{icant ef.fort is of interest, In !985, the Ending Ì'ien.s

Violence Task 6roup of the l,{ationa} tlrganization For l'1en Êgainst Sex-

isä, an Aneric¿n pro-$eninist flìen'Ë groLlp, creåtBd ånd orgÀnized Etoth-

erFeace, an Ânnuål , international day o{ action to end male violence,

Erganizers designated 3:00 prn (cEntrÀI) on the third Saturday in 0cto-

ber as a common tirne r{hen ßìen, through a monent of si Ience, could "rec-

ognize t hose t.¡ho håve died { ron, or su{{ered and survi ved, flål e vio-

I ence, " The synböl i sm of the Âf,t i on t,Às i mportant. Not only ¡lere or-

ganizërs enphasizing thåt inåle violence HÂs à globÂl phenomenon, they

r ot. DÊxter 6uerriÊri | "Pornography And 5i l Þnt l'len,', Chanoi¡_g
[ï!, 15, Få¡ 1?85, 9-10,

For an exanple of Hhàt HåE tnvolved in the organization and irnple-
0Êntation o{ one pro-feminist nen'E ÀctiÞn against a porn thÊatrer see:
!Jomen Against Forn, tlen Against Forn, ',Striking Back At The porn Bar-
ons," 11, 6entle I'len._Fsr Gender Justice,9, Surn-Fal 1?g?, 14,



Àlso r^JerÊ encourÀging concerned mBn to realize thpy åre not ålone in

thpir desire lor change, rro

By the third BrotherPeÀcF (1987), activities occurred ín åt leaEt

5ó cities in the uS and l,lestern Europe. Approximately 60 organizations

in the LJS and nine other countries in Asia, Europe, South Anerica, and

Çentral AmericÀ endorsed the actionE.

This representIed] nsre people in more citiBs l^¡ith
the endorseÍìent of nore Iocal, national, and inter-
national organizations publicly demonstrating
ågÀi nst men's vi ol ence aqÀi nst ¡¡omen than ever be-
lore in history¡¡t

Ef {ortF 5uc h ÀE BrotherPeåce reducÊ thë eflot i onå I iso}ation bp-

tween nen helps perpetuate the silEnce about male violence, lloEt nen

do not tålk about male violence or other importånt personal issues,

Yet knot.ti ng other men are asser t i nq themsel ves, and at sone I evBl risk-

ing their position with other men, can {ree Eome fien to speak out,

Pro-ferninist advocates enEouråge men to establish supportE {or then-

selves; the process o{ beconting critical of all forms of male violence

ÀqÀinst t{ofiten cån reEIlt in the distancing by målÊ +riends that are not

prepåred to exarnine thÊi¡ okn violencE, !¡2

tro¡ BrotherPeace, "An International Day 0{ Action To Ënd Hale
Vislence" (Cortlandr NY: Cortland Çopy PIus, 1?89), advertising lea{-
let.

t¡¡, Jon Cohen, "N0Cl,l Ne[.ls" BrotherPeace 1987," Ëh¿nqinq llen., lg,
5pr-Sun l9BB,44,

r1E¡ Terry 5tein, "An 0verview 0f llen's GroupÊr,' SocÍa1 llork_ llÍth
6roupsr ó(3&4) r Fål -$Ji n 1983, 14?- 1ó 1; and Pi errè ËÊte r Bill Dare, and
t'lartha lluzychka, lien Êhanqino: A Resource llanual For llen's CBnËcious-
neEE ftaiEin[ (0ttas¡: The l'1en's Project, 1984),
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4' Fr o q r Blqjla,EgI-qh vs i cal and sexual I'la1e 0ffenders

During the 1970s, nuarerous men Horl(ing lrom a pro-felninist per-

Epective strugqled to establish treatment prografltltes {or màle physical

and sexual sf{enders. t/hite many o{ theEe counselIors nåy not håve

identified their actisns as FArt s{ a movenent o{ pro-{eminist men,

their thesreticål åpproåch ånd prÀctical applications firmly placed

them within the reÀlß q{ pro-{emiñiEt nasculinisn--evpn if they are not

card-carrying nembers, ThEir lT]otivÀtion for providing of{ender,s

treatment Frogrånaes sternned frsm a concern ovpr the poor åvèi I åbi I i ty,

Ând qual i t y, of existing servi c es. The {irst pro-f emi ni st o.ffender,s

prBgramnÊs included: RAVET'l (fiape And Violence End NoH) in St. Louis,

llissouri; EHE86E in Boston, ilassachusetts; AHEI'lD (Abusive l'len Exploring

f,les Directions) in Denver, Çolorado; DAP (Domestic Abl-lse ProjEct) in

14inneapolis, I'linnesota; and Evolve in !linnipeg, Hånitoba, t¡s

These FrsgrÀmrnes played an inportant role, along l1ith the wonen's

novement, in shi{ting our understanding and treatment o{ viotent of-

f endÊrs fron physiological and i ntrapsych i c p athol ogy toward soc i aI

consiructionism, Integral to the treatment appraach t'las a critique of

hegemonic nascutinity ånd the sociÀl forces 9¡hich encourage male vic-

lence against HÕfllÈn, r¡4 0thsrr fllore tråditionðl therapists rnåy ågree

that violence is not genetic, but {ail to provide thE same emphasis on

¡rs¡ InterranteÌ "Dancing Along The Precipicer The l'1en's Hove-
nent in the'80s," 3-6i ?0-?1,

Another example of men's groups providing services {or ßìÊn *tho
batter is NeH York City's I'len'E Ëoalition Aqainst Battering, See,
Jeffrey EdleEon, "l,Jorking l,Jith I'ten þlho Batterf " lsci{Luigrk, 29, f,lay-
Jun 1?84 , 240,

r¡4r For more in{ornation on the rontent of å pro-{eninist, or
social constructionist, treatnent approach, see above, Çhapter Five,
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hott violent fien åre Ëocially constructed. The thEoretical and clinic¿l

strength of the original pro-{eminist oÌfender progrÂamee resulted Ín

them being importani nodels for other agencies ¡nci csmfiìunitíes vranting

to establ ish thei r oHn groups.

The process o{ developing the original progråmmps !iÀs not easy,

Hany uere designed anci i,ilìFlEmented prior to thÈ establishment of any

of+icia¡ Btåte support, r ¡! As indicated åbove !n Chapter Fi ve, many

state planners have diEplÀyed a signi{icant reluctånce to provide a

leadership role in the treatnent of íìåle violence. prs-.feninist nren

hÅve he I ped .fill that voi d.

llen uorking frolll À pro-{entinist perspective alEo have sor}red in

sojnB vBry traditional settinqs in Àn effort to effect signi.ficant

treÀtrnent modificationE .f rorn Hithin the existing systen, ilåny clini-

cians employed uith state c¡rrectionE departnents, for exÂfiple, ÀrÊ

Horking l'¡ith batterers or sex of{enders and reshaping the Àvåilåble

1rE, Janes Bro$ningr BtoopÍnq The Violence¡ Canadian prooran!3å_
tc¡ Allggltive flen, prepared {or the National Clearingho se 0n l-amily
Violence, Health And llel{are Çanada (Uttåþtar lli.nister 0{ National
Health And I'lel{are, l9B4) , vii,

lhe dBíìestic violence progrÂtltrnes {or trtoften ånd ßen at Klini,c Com-
munity Health Ëentre in l,linnipeg, l'lanitoba, åre examFles of progrannes
initiàted pri or to the provision o{ direct st atE {undinq. Hany menb er s
of Klinic'E staff, ccncerned absut the lack s{ services, strugqled in
the early 1980s to create prografines fcr battered uomen and nale of-
fenderE. llhile the employee's salaries þrÉre paid by the provinciaì
government, their nork with dorûestic violence lacked sf{icia1 sponsor-
ship, EounEÊllors v¡ere in the di{ficult position of håving to squeezE
these programmes into an ålready overloadBd Eervice nandate, It t,lås
nst until 1?Bó, after signi{icant lobbying by Klinic sta{{ and the lo-
cal {eninist conmunity, that the provinciÀl government agreed to separ-
ately {r-rnd the services and creaie Evolve as an identi{iab}e programme
of Klinic prBviding counEelling for danestic vialence victims and o{-.fenders, and connunity education. tDavid Lampert. Probation 0f{icer,
Ëomnunity And Youth Eorrections, Departnent o{ Justice, province of
Ìlanitoba, June lg, 1990, telephons interview r.¡ith the author,



treÀtrnent modÀlitieE to åddress the EociÂl constrl.lction of violent men,

The fien BstÀblishinq independent tre¡tment prograßìfies or thoÉe

r,¡orking {or existing agencies have been doi.ng a lot s{ the 4¡ontline

sork with o{fenders. They deserve, but likB fi¡èny .frontli¡e workers o{-

ten do not receive, tremendous credi.t, Part of their rEHard for doing

thiE di{ficult r.iork, is å sEnse o{ personal and political Eatisfåction

knouing that they are r'lorking to end male violence against woaren,

5. 0pposi no The Hilitary

Hany pro-{eminist aren have been actively critical Õ{ the arÍli-

tary's role in perpetuating hegemonic nasculinity through training nen

to kill, I'lhiIe variouE rnilitary establishílents inErpaEingly advertiEÊ

their recrlritneni of uomen, pro-{eminist men recoqnize that training

additional killers--even if they arË of the opposite sex--does nst

ssl ve the probleßì.

Pro-{einÍnist men åcti.ve $¡ithin the peace insveflent have criticized

the nilitÂry {or its trenËndous drain on the civili¡n economy and for

its contribution to varisus +Breign policy decisÍons that often exploit

Feople Àbroåd to Eerve the interests of ¿ ruling elite in the dorìÊstic

co ntry, Frsfn the pro-feffìinist men's perspective, hegernonic måsculin-

ity and rnilitÀriEír contribute to, and help perpetuate, eàch other,

þlhile economi c and pol i ti cal f orc es o{ ten are crucial, pro-{eminist nen

enphasire that the conpetitive, violent, aggressive, untrusting, and

independent values Bf rnilitary organizations ånd hegemonic rnasEuliniiy

contribIte to an increase in internationa] and interpersonàl violencp,

As exanined Àbove in Ëhapter Three, the l,¡ords chosen ts deEcribe
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liìi¡itary qoBls, objeciiveer or |lìaneuverE often åre metåphÕrE o+ l1]ale

violÉnce, The arary doeB not sirnply ualk through foreign uheat lields,
It r avages virgin enemy territory, invincibly thrust i ng {orHard r pene-

trating to the heart sf ite victim, VariationE nf such descriptions

are heard daily in the media and reflect hor,r hegenonic rnasculinity

uses, Ànd is used by, the military to achieve their often similar

qoal s--the subjugåti0n o+ others,

Pro-{eninist nen do not support such qoals, Their hopè is that by

establishing À leEs violent våriety of mÀsculiniiy as hegemonic, the

{ reedon ol nen and the mi I i tary to rÀFe I piIlage, cofitrol r Ànd destroy

could be siqnificantly reduced¡ 1¡ó

6, 0rqani¡inq In Support 0{ [ionen's ReFroductive Freedol

Pro-f eminist ,Tlen have been sctive in the struggle {or t,lornen'E re-

productive chsice, They have attended rÀlliesr siqned petitions, and

hel d d Í EcuEsi on gFoups to het p explain the inportance o{r and increase

the support {or, reproductive freedom. FrB-feainist rÌen, to dater havB

pIÀyed a largBly supportive rolê. There ÊxiEt, houever, Àt Ieast tlto

notable, ðnd nore active, exceptions. The first, and íìüst obvious, ex-

anple are the nany nrale physiciane thàt hÀve been conductinq therapeu-

tic abortions over the years. l,lhile bEing an abortionist dses not au-

tofiìåticÀ¡ly nake one FrB-+eminist, many doctors either started their

vlork l¡ith, or Ëoon developed, that perspective, This occurred despite

the restrictions that aay be p 1Àc €d 6n one's nedi cål E ar eer by

¡¡é, For exåmpler EêEt fleñ Against Påtríàrchy, ,,No Hore Silence
.I"Êt-About Violencer llen 0ppose I'lilitarisrn," ll, Ëqqtle llen For 0ender

iggr I, l,lin 1979-8t1 , 3-4.
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anti-choice suFpsrterÊ þJithin the medicål eEtÂblishment. Ironically,

it has b een the vehement oppoEi t i Õn of the anti-choice movement that

hÀs been responsible for the development o{ some arciently pro-{enrinist

doctors r{hÕ choosE to perform åbortionE, tt7

A second exÂÍìple o{ active male support for uoßen's reproductive

{reedon t.tas the orqanization, in Ëanada, of Hen For {'iomen's Choice,

The nain cÀtÀlyst {or the creation of this group }rÀs the CanÀdiån {ed-

eral governnent's initial releàee o{ Bill 0-43 (see ¡bove this chapter,

Section_) that would turn back the clock on the freedoíÌ o{ CÀnadiån l-

B-l-ii) r.tomen to make their oun personÀl choices about aboriion. A

snall organization o{ pro-feminist nen, based in Toronto, but uith sup-

port fron nEn acros5 the country, rÀn å November 2Sr lgBg {ull page

advertisenent in a nationally distributEd neHE-

påpÊr, r¡8 Th¿t advertiseÍìEnt received considerable Iocal and nÀtionål

nedia coverage and allosed the group to emphasize that nst all men want

to csntrol gtonen'E bodies ¿nd lives, The group noted thåt an Environ-

ics Research poll found thÀt ól percent of Eanadi¡n men opFoEÊ the {ed-

eral governnent's riecision under Bilt Ë-43 to put abortion back into

the Canadi¡n Criminal Code, 0nIy 30 percent of Çanadian ßen supFort

Ëuch å move,l!t

t t7. Robbi e 11ahood, Gènerå I Practitioner, Hlinic Ëornnun i t y Health
Centre, I'Jinnipeg, llanitÕbÀ, In-person intervieH vtith the author, June
5, l9?0,

¡¡e, llÉn For !lomen's Ëhoice, ,,Five ReasonE lihy The proposed Abor-
tion Lal¡ IF No Conpromise," 1.

rrr, Ibid,
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The åttention Àffordèd to I'len For l,lsmen's Choice, and other simi-

lar groups, indicate the need {or prË-leminist llìEn to orqanize, 0ne

ÀdvÀntageE is that nen orqanizing in sHpport of feminist goals stilì is

å flìEdia novelty, Natisnal media time is not easy ts achieve, A{ter

twenty year s of uomen filak i ng d enands, there is sornething o{ interest in

men making thege sane requests, Admittedly, sexism is one o{ the {ac-

tors at plåy. 0ur society genprÀIly affords greater attention ts men,

Yet, there is something creative in utilizing the rnisoqynist system to

hel p end nli sogyny,

STñUCIURE qi THq-EANADIAN A[D AI'lERICAN PRI]-FEI'IINIsT HE['5 RESPONsE

ì1Àny nen t!i th a pro-{eminist perspecti ve Hor k as individl.lÃlsr poÉ-

sibly not rÊcoEnizing they åre part of a larger social {orce. The more

formal pro-feminist ßlen's response is comprised prifIìarily of numerous

small groups of concerned men, Pa¡allelinq thê structure of the f ei¡i-

nist fisvEnent, pro-feninist nen recognize the power of a srnÀl I grouF

settinq--men Âre more likely to feel cornfortable taking risks, sharinq

personal feelings, thoughts, ênd eÍFÊriËnceË. reo Individuals alsÞ måy

be nore able to skillfully question or confrsnt, r+ithout thoroughly in-

tinidating, other grouF ílenbers,

Essential {or the success o{ the snall qroup--ànd one o+ its
greatest attributEE--is its increased potential for srpportinq indivi-

duals, tlhile large groupE also can provide supportr they are untikely

tzo I Bill Dare, "Consciousness
and fluzychka, llen Chanqinq, 45-53,

For more sn the sifiilarities
seel Ëusan Shor¡, ånd Leonard Jason,
ConEci ouEness-fiåi si ng 6roups, " qrouF,

Rai si ng In 6roups, " in 0otÉ, Dare,

betHeen nen's and !rsßen's €roups,
"A Comparison t{ llen's And l,lome¡'s
å(4), l,Jin 198?, 51-55.
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to be às e{fective; individuals can get lost in the cro$d. Snall

groups cÂn better provide the nrutual support so inteqral to the pro-

feminist men's philoEophy. Ëeing a n(nericål íìinority !iithin thE tstål

population o{ all men, and often thinly dispersed over uide geoqråphic

distances, pro-.feminist JBen recognize the need to support one ån-

0ther, ¡,r In the existing society, there remai n ñàn y diËincentiveE +or

nen to speak out against rnale violence, Pro-{eninist men enphasize

thåt Hithsut encouragenent and suppart the move0ìent Ho ld bê rnlikely
to grow and reach its goals o{ altering the hegemonic nrasculinity and

ending male violence against v;onen, Isolation can breed despair; sup-

gort can {oster an energy to tackle the patriarchy, ¡ãa

Pro-feminist nen ål Bo have been acti ve organizing I ocal , reqi onal ,

and n¿tional workshops and con{erenceE to discuss iss es Ànd ideas,

forntul åte strategies, Ând I Éårn the succeEs and {ai lur€s o.f other pro-

{eninist men r,lorking to effect chÃnge, Topics fsr discuEEion include

rape anci battering prËvÊntisni BffEcts o{ the militåry on mascr-rlinity;

nediÀ Rnd masculinity¡ organizi.ng itìen +or political action; homosexual

and heterosexual {riEndship and intinÀcyi and abortion, choice, and

fleß. Such neetings provide an important opportunity for pro-{enrinist

ûrÊn to connect Hith other like ninded individuals, It is an encorråg-

ing reprieve {ram ihe qeneral population of men, inany of HhÕm stitl
think rape--oF ssne other form of måle violpnce--is acceptable, funny,

or not a biq deal,

r?¡r Paul Kivel, "The Fear 0{ I'len,', ChanLinq I'ien,

122, Ken Fisher, an 0ttawa ßenber o.f PårtnErE in
0ttay¡a llen's Forun, telephone interview Hith the åuthor,

17, !lin 1986, 19,

Change, and the
Febr uary 19?0,
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ïhe säral l groupE, locaI eventsr ànd naiionål conferenceE also

Eerve À function for nen not attending, Hnouinq that other nen åre or-

gÀni¿ing to change hegemonic arasculinity and end male violencB aqainst

Homen aay canse other firen tc etanine their own nisoqyny and, at some

{uiure poi nt, join in support.

In Cånadåt it is estimated that there exist approximàtely 200

groupsr representinq about 5,000 rn€n. res Iñ l9B?, there t|ere groups in

Ne|¡{oundIåndr PrincÊ EdBård IslÀndr and Nen BrunEHick. Several were

opëràting in Quebec, 0ttalta had eight groups, Toronts nine. There rias

å €roup each in Har¡iltont St, CÀtharines, Kitchener, North BÀy, and tHB

in London. I'loving uest, there l,lêrË three in l,¡innipegi two in Regina

ånd sne each in Aberdeen and Saskatoon, Saskatchewan¡ and one in 0lds¡

Edmonton, and Sheruood Park, Albert¡, Ealgary and Vancouver each had

three, In Victoria, British Columbia, {i.fteen qrBupe Bere

oFerðting.1ã4

Part of banding toqether has i.nvolved the creation o{ structureE

{o¡ csordin¡tinq the many groups and pooling limited resources, By the

end o{ the 1?8()s, pro-f eirìinist men had eetablished nen's {srurns r,rithin

Àll rnàjor Canadian citiÊs. l,lhile a nÀtionål body has yet to be created

to coordinate the Canadian pro-ferninist organization, one that cones

close to prÐviding thàt role is Partners in Ëhange, Ãn 0ttalta based

¡es¡ the est i mate was Kenneth
derþlcod, LÂuriB Ëillies, and Dan
Are Striving To Change Stereotypes,
AlEs see¡ Judy Steed, "In Search 0{

FÍsher's ånd HåB cited in Nora [Jn-
Eurke, "Redefininq Roles: 'Ner,r Ì'len'
" Hacle¡n's, Auq 14r l9B9r 4ó-47,
ïhe Nel'¡ Han: Acrosg the Ëountry llen

Are Looking At Their 0un Sexisnr, " lþ Feb 25, 19Bq , 05,

t24, ,)udy Steed r " In seårch
¡ipn Êre Looki ng At Thei r 0nn Sex i sn,

0f The New I'lanr Across The Country
Feb ?5, 118?,
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grÕLtp {ormëd in l?EB. The arganizaiion vierls its role as providing ,,a

{orun {or men wishing to negotiate the transiticn from 'pcrrer-over' to

'por,rËr-$i th ' 'r ,!!È 0ther nåtiðnål men'e groupB håve Ëntërged to de¿l

vrith sinqle issueå, 0ne exÂnple is thE {arenentioned llen For l,lonen's

Ëhoice, å qroup o{ pro-fEniníEt flìen supporting pJone¡'s riqht to re-

productive {reedBtll,

ThE EXisting orgånizåtionål structures serve Âs clearinghouses en-

couraging an information f la+l betseen groups Ànd across the csuntry,

These organizations al so håve hElFed orgÂn i z E n åt i onåì con{erences.

Kingston and Ërindstone, tuo communities in 0ntÀrio, have hosted pro-

leminist men's co¡.ferencËs Êince thÉ rnid-t9B0s, !"6

In the [J5, the situ¡tion is sone!¡hat di{ferent, The pro-{eminiEi

Í¡en's response, uhile nunerically larqer thÀn in Çanada, has had to

contend Þrith the significant strength o{ the rnen's rights and new aqe

nen's groûps, During the 1?70s there nas little dif{erentiatisn be-

ttreen the enerqing rrrÉn's groups. ThiE chànged dranratically in the

early 1980s åe the divisisns betl¡eBn the variouE graups becaine more

clÊar, rEt IncrËåÊingly Eepar ate organizations were bei ng devÊ t oped to

coordinatÊ the di{ferent responseE¡ In 1?Ë2, at the 7th N¿tional Con-

{erence 0n l'1en And }lasculinity, held in Boston, nen's rights activists

indisated an i¡tention to become more indÊpendent, Some pro-feninist

tzð, Telephone intervÍew !¡ith Kenneth FiEherr ån 0ttal,Jå menber o{
Fartners in çhðnge and the 0ttalla llen's FBrufiìr February 1990,

t2ê, Telephone interviel{ wÍth l(enneth Fisherr ån 0ttå!iÀ member of
Partners in Change, February 1990.

t2', Interrante, "Dancinq ALong The PrecipicFr,' Part I r 3-ór Z0-
?1, and Fart II,3-6,3?; and Lyttelton, ',Håjor Dividing Lines,,' Iõ-J4,
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men! l¡Ànting to ensure the fuiure o{ the ÀnnuÀl Hen and Hasculinity

conferences, {ormed thE National llen's 0rganization (N}j0)¡ i"e

NH0's lrlation¿] Council ¡ret in August lg82 in San Francisco, estab-

lished a series o{ pro-feminÍst principles, created Brother Às À nÀ-

tional newsletter, and identi{ied 11, [qntte llen for _Qender {qsLicg--an

Ëxisting rìÅgåziñÈ--ås "thÊ +orulll for the nåtionÁ1 men'g novement,"ree

Since its {ornation, the Natisnal Hen's 0rganization has t$ice

chÀnqed itB n ame, Initially, the pro-feßinist NH0 often uas con{used

l.lith å NeH York b¿sed rnen's rights organízation $ith thÊ sÂne nåme.1so

So, in l9BJ they rhanqed their nafie to the f,låtionàl 0rganization For

Changing I'len, A+tèr some continuing concern that their name inade-

quÀtely indicated the direction in lrhich nenbers presurnably Here chanq-

ing, the organizåtion becÀfie, in 1990, the NåtionåI 0rganization For

l,lÉñ Agåinst Se,rism (N0lrlAS), rs¡

Despite the våritrt.tE nanle changes, the orqanization has cantÍnued

to qrow; nore clearly separate itset.f f rorn the nen's rights ådvocÅteËi

Ànd serve as a clearinqhousÊ ånd nati onå1 coordinatinq body for

r¿"i ThË Ëditoria¡ collective,
The New Nati onal llen's 0rgånization,
It)r Spr l9BJ,20¡ and Jim Hanneken,
tÊleFhone intervies uith the author,

"ïhank You And Congråtulations To
'¡ I'1._Qentle lleq_For_ Bender JuEtice,
N0tlA5 Sta{{person, JunF 21, 1990 ,

Fo¡
to þ¿qqlqq HeU. A nore recent statement
Ë!3¡qi¡3_llen, lB, 5um-Fal 1987 , 40, and 21,
"Statenent 0f Principles," in Hinnel, and
598,

The organization's posi t i Bn on flìen's
in Èhanqinq llen, 21, ÞJin-Spr 1990, 43,

¡re. Ibid. ¡1. r Justice'B nðl1le HåÉ chånqËd
o.f principles are I i sted in
l,lin-åpr l99i), 44; and
tlessner, Hen 's Li ves, 597-

rights qroups t{ås clarified

rco¡ Hanneken, intervieu 11ith thp åuthor,

¡sr¡ fiichÀel KinrhEl¡ "N0GH N¿me Change,', Brother, 7(3), Fal l?Bg,
4-5, I'lt]i'lÉ5's ÀddreES is 794 Penn Avenuer Fittsburqh, PA, llZ?1,
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American--and to some eHtËnt, C a n å d i å n - - p r o - f e m i n i s t men.

Êside fron continuing to publish Brother ¿s their nåtionB.I net,lE-

letter ånd maint¡in a supportive relationship uith Chà[q![g llen (pre-

viously fl, --lqqûLI e_[Cn For 6endqr Juqt¡ce), NtltlftS hÀs been involved in

numerous ÀctivÍties to hÈ1p end male violence agàinst HomEn, 0ne exan-

ple, mentioned abcve, !rðs the BrotherPeace Annual Internåtionål Day r{

Actions to End llale ViolËnce,

N0t'lAS also has developed several task qroups r¡hich {scus on

Bpecif ic issueE, ThesE Àre:

Child Eust ody Issues
Fathering
Homophobi a

lle n And Aqi ng

Endi nq l'1en's Viol ence
Ëay Ri ghts
lla1e-Fema I e Eel ati onshi ps
llen And Hent al Heal th

I'len And Spirituality tlen's I lture
I'len ' s Studiee Association Pornography
Reproductive Ri ghtE r *2

The task groups enable rnen with speci{ic interests to becone involved,

Admittedly soÍlê grÕl.tps årÊ more ¿ctive than others.lss yet each h¿e

formulated a pro-{eninist perspective and norlls at ending the oppres-

sionr misBqyny, and discrininàtion hegemonic nen typically perpetràte

agåi nEt ni nor i ty grBups.

In the IJS and Canada, the pro-{eminist men's response hÀs been

nurtured and strengthened by ihe, still srnå11, but nevertheless growing

numb er of åEàdeni c ånd popu I àr bookslsa; journals Ànd nagazinesrssi

rr?, Brother, 7 (f) , Fal 1?89, g,

135, Ëric llalmsten, sf I'letro llen Against ViolÈncE (Toronto),
telephone intervievr Hith the Àuthor, June 1990.

1r4¡ Among others, seel ,loseph Pleck, ånd Jack Sawyer (eds, ) , l4en
And llgggulini!¿ (Englpoood Cli{s, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc., l?74)¡ De-
borÀh DÀvid, and Robert Erannon (edsl, The Forty-l!ive percent llajority:
!he Hale Sex Role (Reading, llassachusettE: Addissn-!Jesley publishing



årtÍcles åbout the novement

d i r ec t or i es r s7 ¡ mus i c i ans I s€;

in nai nstream publ ications¡36; resource

Ånd the emerqencÈ of ÌI]en'5 studies as an

Company, l?7ó) i Jon Snodgrass (ed), f,_Book 0f Regding For I'len llbout
Sexism (Albion, ÇA: Time Change Press, 1977); Christopher 0Õok, et,À1,
The Hen's Resource Survival Boak: 0n Beino A Han In Today's I,lorld {líin-
neåpBlis: HSRB Press, 1?7Ë)i Sao Julty, llen's qqlllqEr_¡ten's Selves ,lew
Yorkr Dell Publishing Ëo,, Inc. , 197i1 i Joseph pleck, The l'1yth 0{ t'las-
gulini!y (Ëanbridge, l'lÂs5¡ fllT Pressi 1981); Emnanuel Reynaud, Hoty
ViriIilyl The Social Ëcnstruction 0{ Hasculinitv (Londonl Fluto press,
l9B1)¡ Andy Hetcalf, and f,lartin Hunrphries (eds), The SexuÀlity of I'len
(Londonl Pluto Press, 1?85); Harry Brod (ed,), !he _l'lakino 0{ t1ÂËculin-
itiesi The _lrle4_[en'E 5tq{ieE (Boston! Atlen & lJnuin, 1987); I'lichael
Kauf rnån (ed,), Bevond Patriarchv:

Eo,, l9B9); ånd JBhn Stoltenberg,
and Justice (Portland: Ereitenbush

fssays oq Sex
Eook, Inc, I l9g9 ) .

r¡8, Integrål ! The Håqåzinp -For 0hånqinq 1.1Êt magazine i5 pub-
lished in Torsnto and is the major CÀnadian Froduction, Its address:
F,0. Bsx 5579, $tn. A, Toronto, 0ntario, tl5ll 1N7,

Erother's tsddress is c/o Ithaca llen's Network, p,0. Ësx É711r
Ithaca, NY, l45Bl-6711,

Chanqin¡ llen'E address iE 30ó N, Frooks 5t,, Hadison, llI, El7lE,
Nufiero$s individual gro ps or coßßunities publish local nepE-

letters.

f,[q¡ge (Toronto: 0xford lJni versi ty Prpss r t?87);
ilichael flesEner (eds, ), I'len's Lives {NeB York:

rsâ, For exanple, seel Nora Underwood,
Burke, "Redefing Roles: 'Neu Hen' Are Strivinq
llaclean's, 10?(33) r Ar.rg 14, lCEq | 46-47.

l'1i chael l{i mmel , and
l'1ÀcÍìi I 1àn PubI ishi ng

LåLrrië Eilliesr ånd Dån
ïo Ëhange Stereotypes, "

rE7, Anong others, seer RAVEN, The Endinq Hen's Violence National
ft e { e r r a I _D i r e c t o r a ( 5t, LouÍ er The 5t, Loui s 0rgani zati on for Changing
Ì'1en, l9Bó); Jean-FÍerre Simoneau, RÉpertoirB DE La Condition llasculine
(Hontre¡l: Les Editions Saint-ftårtin! lgBB), Kenneth Fisher for the
El ebe Nes llËn's ËrBupr llen's GrouoEt Toç¡¡rds A_Naticnat_Liglinq (0t-
tawa: The 6lebB Neu ['len's 0roup, l?BB) ¡ and N0CH/N0llA5, Êh¿nqinq llaIe
[olesr N0Ëll's_0{{irial la1f,*Q¡gqg Resource _[enual (lthaca: l,¡ 0 H'l , lgBB),

!se. þihile nore nalÉ singerE are begining to address issues cen-
tral to pro-{eninist men, Fred 5mall i,s one per{orner that haE Horked
{rom this Fprspective {sr mÀny yeärs, See: t{ichael Hi nmel , ,'Fred
5nall: Fron Legal Brief To Anti-Sexist Ballad,', H, _qgntlE ¡1en Fqr Gen-
der_Justige, lJ, Fal 1984r l2-13,
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åcådefnic diacipline¡ ¡s" These resources have provided crLtEial in{orma-

tion about hegpmonic aåsculinityr and hos to chanqe and end m¿le

violence.

r,l!LL_THE PR0-LEt'trNISl HEN 's RE5p0N5E SU0CEED?

0f all the organized rEEFonses among men, pro-feninist nen havB

been the msst invslved in vtorking to end violence againËt þtorìpn, The

qrowing nuntberE o{ men criticizing nale violence and encouraqing EuÊep-

ing changes in the currently hegenonic masculinity is a unique histo¡ic

phÉnorrrena. Hhile still srnal I in nunbers, the i.ntent sf their ef{srts

parallel other sccial novenents. Nineteenth century American l{hite

abolitionists or 20th century r{hite South Africans Horking to end

apartheid Àre jIEt t}lo exanples, ]n each situation, while belonging to

å group thåt ex€rcised Ecnsiderable poHer and conirol over others, in-

dividuå18 struqgled to end thÊ exploitÂtion, pro-feninist irÌen havË,

Ànd Eån, play a crucial role in ending the abuEe of scnen. Ey liorkíng

with misoqynist males--mÂny of whom may be more Hitling to listen to

nen--pro-{eminigt rnen can accelerate a move tsf¡ard nale non-violEnce,

Yet, despite its ißportant work, encouraginq potential, and in-

creasing nunbersr thê pro-{Entinist nen'E respcnser relative to that o{

Àll oen, iB quite sítÀ¡1, The reasons arÊ quitE clear. FÃrt of the

I ser Tom Hosni ¡ l Ér, lfike Bradley, and l'1ich¡el ti ernbåum | "Are lle
The First? A Call For A FerniniEt I'len's History," ll,_ËEñLLe llen For
6ender Jus!ice, 4, Fal/{,lin 1?80,3-4,21; Hichael Kinnel, ',ToHård llen,s
Studies," Aíìerican BehÀvioriÀl Scientistr 2?(5), llay-Jun l'986, ¡17-Sl9i
and Harry Brod, "The New l'1en'E Studiesl FrBm Feminist TheÕry To ËÉnder
SchoI arshi p, " Hvpati¡, 2{1) r liin l?87, 179- 19Ê , ând,,Thenìes And Theses
0f llen's Studies," the intrsduction to Harry Brod (ed), The ilakinq _0f
[aEculinitiell Thg__Neu lleL_E_5*tLldies {Bsston: Allen & UnHin, l9B?), l-
t7 ,
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probleûì iE that Fro-feninism is a relatively new rÊsponEe åmong r]€ni

lìnother contributinq factor is thàt nìåny inen simply do not nant to

change, Addressing this obstinacy--or ignorance--renåins a major

challenge,

The pro-{enrinist mEn'E response also possesseE some importÀnt in-

ternål contradictions thèt tiill limit its qrowth and future success.

Admittedly, when positive responsps åmong aen touard ending måle vio-

lence are so f ër,J, one is tempted not to be overly critical, yet, if
pro-{emini5t nìeI ignorÈ thEsF contradictions and delày their rËsolrr-

tion, the depth and sEop e of the novenent's E{ { ect on end i ng fllål e vio-

lence aqainst Hoiren could be jeoFÀrdized, The {olloHing conmÈnts arÊ

nade in a spirit o{ uaniing to help, rather than hinder, these e{iorts,

An initiÀ] Froblern is that pro-{eminist men åre not uni{ied behjnd

a sinqle form sf {eninism. The split into tr,ro nain groups re{lects di-

vieiúns reithin {eninism. l,lhile theoretical unaninity is not eÉsEntial I

in its absence, consiEtent policy decisions and political åctions cÅn

becone more di{{icLrIt to +oFrltulÀte and enact,

0ne group of pro-feminist nen {ollorg rådical feninist ihought

rihile ånother worlls {rom a Iiberal feminist philosophy, Thp radical

feninist perspective believeË that fien should trorll to end Eexist be-

haviours in their osn IiveE Ând those of other nen, Ànd take a support-

ing role in the v¡onen'E movement, l'len should nËver b€ overly assertive

¡s that r.¡ o ld bË replicating trÀdiiionål male behaviour, llhile nren

triil lose privileges, they also riill lose the burdens o{ being å mÀn in
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the Íìove tovtðrd À nonBEx i Et Ëöciêty, r4o

ïhe I iberàl pr o-{ emi n i st men recoqn i: e the limiting nature o{ i.he

tråditional fIìåì e sex rcle and vieH {sainisrTì as ån excEl l ent catalyst

for nen to critically vievr their oHn Iives, Ihere is less enphasis

plÀced on the role of the patriarEhy ånd more on the econonic and leqal

oppression o{ women, It iE believed that rnen need to Hork together to

Iiberate themselves froßì the constråints o{ the maie role and that a

'f eniniEt revolution is inEul{icient to help men change, Hen need to do

much o{ the t,tork s{ establishing þJorking groups ðnd nåtionàl f orurns to

prönotÊ i n.f r:rnat i on shÂr i ng and change, !ar

The debate over pBrnBgràphy, {or example, has exposed the underly-

ing theoretical diviEions, !ihile there ÀppeÂrB to be a gEnBFa] agreÊ-

nent th¿t heterosexual pBrnogrÀphy perpetuates misogynisi våll.lËs in

menr there is disagreenent over HhÀt should be done, Pro-feminist men

Ìiorking from a radical {Bßìi.nist FèrspEctive advocate bånninq or res-

trictinq pornography $hile thosÊ HÕrking from a liberål .feminÍ5t per-

spective fear thåt censorinq pornogrÀphy could be nanipulåtÊd to

EilEnce qaysr liomen, and other oppress€d qroups,

l,lithin bsth seqments of the pro-{eminist nen's responEer the dis-

cr.rssisn on FornBgraphy inevitably brinqs up the issue o{ qåy

t4o, Clatterbaugh¡ 'rllasculinist Perspectives,, 4-6, cites Jon
Snodgrass (ed.), For llen Aoainst Sexisfl¡ A Fsok o{_fteadingg (Albion,
Ca.: Tirnes ChangÊ PrËss, 1977) and Hichael Kaufßan (ed. ) Feyond pqtri-
lqchv: Essays_ bv llen sn_g]_e-À:rre, PoHE1, and Ë_h a qqe ( Tor ont o: 0x{crd
University PresEr l9B7) ås examp¡es of the radical anti-sexist
nàscrll i ni srn.

r4¡. As ån example of the liberal anti-sexist tllasc(linisiï
Clatterbaugh cites Harry Erod {ed, ) , lhÊ llakino o{ llasculin!ties: The
NeH ilen:1 St [ùLeå (BoEtont AIlen & tlnwin, tgET),
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pornogrÅphy, {,Jhi le misogyny ålsÞ is À Ëoncern,laâ the nost vocal de-

b¡tes {ocus cn vthether or not gay male pornoqraphy contributes to the

FBrpetuation of a h egenon i c nasculinity among gåy mal Fs, !lhile some

argue that the non-violent ¡raterial sillìply is eroticar others contend

that the inages create a nascsline ide¡l that restricts the reality o{

other gay fien, r4s

0ther signi{ic¡nt deb¡tes Nithin the pro-{eninist aen'E respBnse

hiqhlight its evolving iheoretical foundatisn ånd relati.vely nårroFl

denographic coinposition, Despite thE invo¡veflìent o{ nany non-heqemonic

nen, r 44 pro-{emi ni st fien 's groups renai n predomi nantl y khitË, tlriddle

class, and heterosexual. ¡að Thiã signif iÈantly in{luences thÈi r theor-

et i cal perspecti ve and concomi tantl y, the direction o{ thei r policies,

As it currently exists¡ the najor .focus o{ pro-femini.st nen is on gen-

der rel¡ted issues; to diversity the varieties o{ acceptable masculin-

linities and to end ntalË violence against nonen, !lhilp these goals are

undeniably crucial, by liniting itsel{ ts {acussing FriflRrily on ex-

ploitation resulting from gender based power differences, the propo-

nents åre Iess likely to attain their qoals.

t42
Êen t I e Hen

John Stoltenberg, "0n 6ay Hale PornÕgraphy And 6oEd Sexr',
fq1 Gender {uEtice, Spr-5um 1984, 11-ll.

r4s¡ Ibid,, and "You Can't Fiqht Homophobia And prÈtèct The porn-
ographerE At lhe Sane Tinre," ChâLqin0 ilgL, lg, Spr-Sum l9SBr I1-lJ,

r44¡ Kenneth Fisher estimåte6r {or example, that one-quarter of
pro-feminist rìen arÊ gåy. 5ee IJnderr¡ood, 6illieE, Ànd Burke, "Rede{in-
ing Ro¡ es, " 47,

¡4e¡ Intervi ew with Kenneth Fisher cited in UnderHÕod, Ëillies,
ând Bur ke, "Redp{ining ftsl es, " 4É-47.
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llon-hEge11ìonic men reFeatedly håve emFhåËizëd that oppression is

not lÍnited to gender. There exist numerous ¡thpr dividing IineE--

class, racé, sex ual preference, ab 1e-b od i ednesE, rEIigion, ànd others--

l,lhich take FoBer a0åy {ron people and Iimit their potential, An unefl-

ployed, black woman, {or exanple, while exploited by the patriarchy and

it'B rl]isogynyr also can be a victin ol classiEm and racisrit, Her en-

ployment prospects Àre litltited not just because she is {emale--though

that nost definitely is onp mÂrk against her in this Eociety. Ernploy-

ers fiay also refuse her request for !4ork þecause she iE bIåckr Ànd

poor, If she iE to {ind À job, it is likely to be {or loprer pay thafl

her ehite, or fiale, counterparts. Non-hegÊflìonic nen have emphasized

that exploitation or abuse are not single issue concerns, Ëender,

while central, can be just one o{ íìany other dividinq 1ines, To date,

rìost pro-{eminist men have not a{fordêd these othpr dividing lines

equal stätusi gender has been Friorized as the prinary form of eH-

ploitati.on. The result is a reverse variation o{ the 0ld Left SocjÀl-

ists Hho emphasized the class struggle and relegated gender issues {or

Àfter the revolntion, flany pro-feminist men, nhile deserving credit

for their uillingness to critique theÍr privileges as nen, have not

displayed the sÀfie enthusiåsn {or exanininq and dispensing rqith the

beneÌits Àccrued to then sirnFly by being straiqht, Hhite and middle

clasE, If all {orms of vioIEnEe are to end, a nsvement is needed that

|¡orks to demol i sh all the power i nbal anc es; all the dividing lines n eed

to be torn doHn. taô The pro-{eminiEt llen'E rËåponÉer vthilè moving iñ

r4é, llhile much of it
h ave indicated how best to
radication, Amon g others,

has yet to be i npl enented I sevErål studies
identi*y homophobia and sork toward its er-
seÊr Raytnond Goldberg, "AttitudF ChÅngË
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the riqht dÍrection, has yet to neet thi s critErion, ¡a7

It remains to be seen +¿hether or not pro-{eminist men vrill sncceed

in addressi ng the vari sus dividing lines alTìong thefisélves as Hel l aE

the general poputation, þlhite there åre n flìerous individLlÂls Horkinq

to aboìish all dividing lines, there are otherg nsre conteni tú focLlg

only on gender issues, This struggle uill not easily disapppar as the

vår j.ous dividing lines o{ten are inextricåbty intertuined and strong--

as åre the vested interests o{ those þJho Hånt only to priorize qender

iEsueE. Thë outconre s{ this struggle Ís unclear and not likêly to be

resslved in the irnrnediate {uture, Yet *ithout the abslition of the

dividing lines Hi.thin individual grouFs, and ultimately society as a

whole, violence t,lill not be eradicated,

5o urhere does one qo fron here? Despite it tinitations, the pro-

feninist nen's responEe remains an important vehicle {or social change.

Among ColIege Students Toward Hsrìosexuality, " Journaj 0{ American Col-
leoe He¡lth, 30(ó), Jun 198?! ?60-2óBi Ëary Håneen, ',lleasuring preju-
dice Against HBnoseruÀlity (Homosexisn) AmBng CollÈqe Students: A NeH
Scale," The Jor.rrnÀl 0{ SociÀl FsychiÀtry, ll7, l?8?, 231-?Sói Clyde
Hartin, " The Treatrnent 0{ Hornophobi a | " ÊorreÊti ve_And_gqc:!_qL psvËhl Ãtrv
fnd Journal -;0.18_ehavior_ Technolo_qy._HethoEq--ll4l lhqràovr ?9(3) | 1?Bl,
70-73; ïereEa DeCrÊEcenzo, "Homophobiå¡ A Study of the Attitudes of
I'lental Health Pro{essionals Toward HomoseHuÀtity," Journa! 0f SociÀl
[elk-_.]àn 4_[u 

'n 
a n SexuàliLL, ? (?-3] , l,lin-5pr 1?83-84 ! ll5-136; Atice I'tes-

si.ng, Robert Schoenberg, ånd Roger Stephens, ',Confronting Homophobia In
Heålth 0åre Settingsl 6r-ridelines lor Social l,lork Practice,,, JoLrrnaI 0f
Social llork {qçl__[Lr m a n Sexualityr 2(?-3), l,Jin-5pr 1983-84, 6S-74i John
Þlayne Plasek, and Janicernarie AllRrd, "llisconceptions B{ Honophobia,',
[o r!_t-!.e!__U.__ l-l_Sm!åS¿l.tgl:!l_]t, 10(l-2), Fal l?84, 2S-õ7¡ tiillian SerdÀhplyr
and George ZiembÂ, "Changing Homophobic Attitudes Thror-rgh College Sexu-
ality Education," Journal 0f Homosexuality, l0(t-2), FaI 1984, lilg-llói
'låc[( RÀbin! l{athleen KeÈfe, and lliEhael Burton, "Enhancing Services Fcr
Sexual-HÍnority ClientE: A Ëornaunity Hental Health Approach," Social
l,lork, 3l (4), Jul-Aug 198ô r ?94-29Ë; and Larry Lance, ,,The E{{ects U{
Interaction l,lith 6ay Persons 0n Attitudes Toward Homosexual i ty, ', HumÀn
Re!atigns, 40(ó) r Jun l?87, 32?-S16.

t47, Lyttelton, rrltlàjor Dividinq Lines,r ¡S-14,
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l'1en concerned about violence aqainst tionen--be it motivated by gender,

rÀcè, class, or uhatever--need to becone aciive. The response by pro-

{eminist nen is one vehicle, uhich hope{ully, uith suf{icient Fressure

from rqithin Âs sell Às other eHternål political fiovetltents, can expand

its focus beyond priorizing gender. If it is unHillinq to be nrodified,

othèr political fßrmåtions ntåy be neceEsary to imprave upon, or at

I east {ill the gaps i gnorpd by Fro-feoinist nen,

The existinq response, småIl as it may be, is at a crucial jnnc-

ture ånd there exist at least three potential outcomes. The {irst is

that the responBe's inter¡al contradictions $ill induce a paralysis

that sill carse ii to crumble, At this Foint in Èirne, th!,s option ap-

peårs nlil(ely, The ¡ecent qrouth of the pÉrÊpestive ÂFpears to indi-

cate that there are iTìany fnen that sant to end viÉlènce ågÀinst Homen,

The second option is that the response would continue as it currently

iE structured, priorÍzing gÉnder, but uith greater numbers s+ Éup-

porters. If this is all pro-feminist men cån âcconpliEh, they coulci

provide å siBnificånt inpetus iouard ending the violence in our secie-

ty. The third Ând nost di{licutt option uould be the creation o+ broåd

based novenent that a{fords equal importance to al1 {orÍìs of vislÈnce

and vlorks to demoliEh Ãll the dividing lines, It is not known tlthich o.f

these three, or otherr optionE Hill prpvail, ultimåte¡y, the actu¡l

sutcone of the novement sill he deternined by the philosophy and hard

HÐrlí of men r¡ithin the novenent, and the strenqth o{ the internal and

external resi stance,
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thE prospects {or an i.maediåtÊ end to flale violence agÀinst !{o$en,

uhile better than tnenty years aqo, Iook appaliingly grilTl, I'len, as the

najor of{enders, and the social constructisnist forces which helped

creåte themr remain {oreboding obstacles. This reality must be indi-

viduÀlly and collectively confranted and changed i{ lJomen are ever to

ÀchiEve ÊquÀlity and sa{ety in thiE society. l'1any individuals íìåy bE-

lieve that signi{icant changes håve occttrred åmong flEn in the wake of

the 1?70s revi vål of feminism, This chapter has i nd i cated this to be

an inaccurate and danqerour conclusion, The major responses aßìong rnen

have been to flght for the traditional gender divisions or to viesl nale

violenEe ågåinst HonËn as Rn insignificant prBblern worth avoiding,

Both perspectiveE !rill perpetuåte the problem. Each h€lps ensure that

the soc i al constructionist {actarE $hich EncourÀge mal e vi ol ence

ågainst HBmen Hill not be seriously threatened¡ state support {or

treatment services for somen, children, Ànd mÈn Hill not substantially

increase; and, most inrportantly, t{onen's ernotionå1, phyeical, and sex-

uÀl liveE uill continue to be viewed as expendable and thuE renain in

jeopardy.

This intolerable situation need not continue. It cÀn be chÂnqed.

l,Jhile a tremendous ¡nount o{ work lay ahead, it is not an impossible

task, In the next chapter, several concrete suqgestion are provided

for individualE vlho r{ant to help break the silence, Ând end the

violence.
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I NTfil}OUËT I O Ì.{

I, IF YOU ARE A V I OLENT OFFENDER

2, IF YOU KNOÞI SOIIEOI.IE !IHO HAS OFFENDED

J. I DENÏ I FY YOUfi SYSTETI ( S )

4, IDEI'ITIFY YOUR AREA(S) OF INTEREST/CONCEfiN
A, Anonq llen
B. Political Activities
Ë. {,lithin The Education Systern
D. ithin ThÊ Pr i vate and State Busi nesE Sectorg
E, Ëlinical And Social Service l{ecessities

5. DO NI]T REINVENT THE þIHEEL

6. BE CREATIVE

7, ÏHE I HPORTANËE OF sELF-CARE



INTROÐUCTION

ïhere Âre Étill msny obståcles to Ênding ß1ale violencp ågàinst Ho-

men, ilen continue to comnit an appalling nunber, and ranger o{ eßìo-

tionally, Fhysicallyr and sexually violent crimes against uomen (Çhap-

ter 0ne), ThEse statistics unfortunately are Íqnored and mininized,

even to the point Õf glori{ying rnale violence against wonen. Substan-

ti¡I e{fcrts åre necessÀry to publicize and criticize nale violence.

ïhe silence on nen's violence nust pernanantly be broken.

The victims have also been iqnored (0hÀpter Tso). Victir¡,s reac-

tions vary considerably and can be in{luenced by, aûìong ÈthEr things,

the nature ef the attack, its durati on, the victin,s rel at i onshi p to

the offender, and the !rotnan's previous history of abuse, Ëy listening

to vi ct i ns, nlany counsEl lors h ave begun to realize that the ef{ects o{

abuge Àre not necpsEarily linked to specific varieties o+ violence,

Victims of different forms of violence mÂy experience identical e{-

fects, Dirniniçhed seì{-esteen and anger are just tt.lo exanples, Vic-

tiar'E stories have helped a qrowing number of individuals recoqnize

that emotional putdo¡¡ns, sexuål haråEsment, date rÀper battering, feni-

cide, and other crines only årË variations on the sane thene--rìålË vio-

lence aqèinEt t{rfleñ, Effsrts at better publicizing måIe violence

should not be ainred just at increasing populår aeJårenEss of statistics.
People need to recognize the links bet({een the numersus crines agÀinst

Hsfiìen, thÂt most o{fenders åre nen, and that thp i¡a jority victiaize

uonen they knoH, flen need to be held responsible {or thei,r crimes;

Honen must no longer be blamed {or r¡ale violence,
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Increasing knonledge about ßìåle violence ågainst ?romen can lead to

the question asked in Chapter Three: uhy àre aen violent? The anssers

are complex. 0espite our rBoccuring tendency to look Ìor physiolcqical

Rnsr{ers, or blane it åll on the f arnily, such explanations are not sup-

ported by the evidencE. !lhile the {aniIy is ð cruc i Àl conponent, the

nedia, the nilitary, male peer grouFs, sport, and pornßqråphy, àre

fundai¡ental contributors to the social construction o.f violent nen,

Seriously revising these social constructionist forces Hill. invBlve a

trenendous anount of work and incur signi{icant opposition {rom those

HÀnt Í ng to naintain the st atus quo,

Fundamental chångeE nust also occur l^¡ith the ireatnent of male

violence, Chapter Four exailined the limits o.f treatnents llhich enrpha-

sized physiological and intråpsychic patholoqy, The ßBmen.E novenent

uas identi{ied ÀE the cstålyst r+hich ¡enoved nale violence +ron social

and clinical obscurity and placed it firmly on the FolÍtical stage, The

yrÕßen'E movement, as the {irst arajor force in the struggle to end ÍìÀle

violence, Ehifted our c o n c Ë p t u ð I i z a t i o n and treatment of mal e vislence

from the traditional approÀchps tosard social conEtructioniBrn, Ihe

strength and deternination o{ nillions of active rlonen compelled the

EtÂt e to respond,

The state, ås the second force in the struggle ts End male vi o-

lence, has been reluct¿nt to {ully inrplement è social constructÍonist

solution (Chapter Five), I'lany positive changes have occurred in the

treatment o{ ilale violence, Yet, limits on funding and an apparent

nnwillinqness to seriously ånd signiticantly nove toward ending the

creation o+ vio¡ent Íìen HÍ11 not adequately ÃddresE the rnågnitude oJ
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the ex i sti nq Êri si s, The st ate Àppeårs generally content !dith provid-

ing inadequate treåtrìent services for the relatively f er,r o{fenders ¡¡ho

happen to get cåught or sel + rB{er, This rigidity reveal s the tißìited

degree to Hhich one ran depend upon the Etåtè for ån end to the crimes

agåi nst Honen.

State {unding muEt be incrEased, The di{{icrLlty o{ this task is

compounded by iwo rnain factors: the lleetern r.¡orld's econonic recession¡

and a political cliinate in uhich state and corporate plannÊrs are rÀp-

idly disírÀntBlling ihe welf¿re state. But Éuch obstacles do not pre-

clude future victories by pro-feminist wonen Ând nen. Significantly

increased pressurp could canpell the ståte to institute more fundamen-

tål chàngeE to reduce the structural facilitÀtors o{ male violence, It
is unÀcceFtable to take pride in the pattry treatment of a rninority o{

male o{fenders Hhile ignoring the many r,lho are nrt in treåtßent, and

the Eocial c s n s i r u c t i o n t i o n i B t {actors lahich hElp create v j, ol ent men.

Yet sithout significant FreEsure frofl beloHr the Etate is unlikety

to itirplenrent substantÍal social conEtrsctisniEt reforns; particularly

ones rshich threaten the vested interests, lor example, o{ corporations

that exploit traditional nasculinities Ànd f Fnininities ts Eell their

products.

To conrpell state action, the silence on male vislence aust bÊ bro-

kËn. To its credit, the s¡omen's movenent must not relax its preEE.rtre

for change. llsst lIìen r hoHever, have not pressured the Etate to act

more bsldly. In fact, nany men håve been active in trying to block

state conceEsions to +ËniniEt demands for change, Uther nen either

cantinue to offend, renain silent, sr iry to iqnore the vio¡ence
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perpetrÀted by their peers, Fronr the victim's perspective, these vari-

ol'ls male rÊsponses Âre i n d i s t i n Q u i s h å b I e - - a n o t h e r Hollìan stitl end s up

bei ng beaten or rapBd.

Pro-{eninist nen, as å potential third force in the struggle to

end måle viqlence ågåinst l,/oaenr have an obligation to bÊcofle fiore

voc¿l and change their rìåle peÊrs, The women's ßovetllent has RchiÊved

sever a I vi ctori es agai flst rnisogyny since the early 1970s. But to pro-

tect the gains, rrhile strivinq for neu ones, additional help iE needed,

All nìen must take responbility for nale violence, The {ollolling sec-

tions outline hos you can becoi¡e involved,

I. IF YOU AfiE A VIOLENT I]FFENDE(

- Do not nininize your vi.olence. Do not try and convince yoursel{ it
r¡ill neve¡ happen again. The research on o.f f enders indicates that if
å Íìan hås been violent, uithout outEide intervention, his violence iE
likely to increase in .f requency and sever i t y.

- 6et yourself out of, Ând stay åHåy from, dangerous situÀtions (ie.
leave the house or your relationship) before reo{{endlng,

- 6et heI p immedì,ately:
* open the phone book Ànd cÀll a lscal criËis centrer þJomen'g

sheltÊr! flen's group, or court o{fice for a list of Fervices .for
o{fenders in your ar ea,

2, IF IqU_(N0{,J 5t}ltE0NE t¡H0 HA5_0FFENpEL

- Ensure the victim is sa{e, supported, ånd knoels of ÂFproFriate ser-
vi ces for help,

- Talk to the oftender about hiE violence, Ðo not perpetuate or pro-
tpct the secrÊt. Do not preiend it did not happen or it l,¡ås not À
big deal. Clearly inform your {riend that you do not believe it to
be acceptabl e for a nan to be vi.slent to a woman, Regardless o{ the
situation, other options exist. Let hirl knoH you think he needs
help, Strike a bålance betv{een confrontation Ànd encourÂqemeßt,
l,lhi le men need to be confronted about their violence, ihey also need
to be encouraqed that chanqing their behaviour, while di{ficutt, is
possible,

- Find out l,lhat services exist for offenders and pass on the informa-
tion, Talk about the advantages of change, 0ffenders are
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pÀrticulårly recEptive to help duri ng thÊ hon eymoon p hase {ollouinq
å vi ol ent Épisode.
Inforn the o{fender that you Hilt be Ietting others knon about the
vislence. FriendÉ, {amily, and co-l'Jorkers need to be informed, part-
iculÀrly if they hRve regulår contact r.iith thË offEnder,
DÕ not fðrget to f ol I ovr-up. The violeni individual nlay have dec i ded
to ignore his problem. Remind hirn it is unlikety to disåppeår þith-
out outsi de help.

s, lUENT I F Y YqUR SYSrEtl(S)

In the Frocess of becorning politically involved to end male vio-

lence, one needs to identify the systems sithin which one vlants ts e{-

fEct change, Some indiviriuåls nÀy work sithin several, 0thers fìÂy

want to focus their energy in speci+ic areÀs until they become ßore

{aniliar uith the r¡rork. Any ef{orts are important contributions io the

goÀ1 o{ pndinq ßåle violence against uomen. The systens in l,lhich one

fIìåy bÈcsrßE active include:

x {ami I y
* Horliplace
* clubE Ãnd fraternities
* conmuni ty
+ province/state

ä +riends
* organizÂtions and unions
+ school/univërsity
* city
+ country

4, IDENTIFY YOUR AREA{S) OF INTERESI/ËI]NCERN

Select one issue or area absut which you feel quite strongly. An

emotisnal connitment to an issue is impÕrtant, It helps one de¿1 with

the considerable reslstance. The tollor,ring iterns, though not in any

priorized order, are sofie initiåI areas requiring wcrli,

A. Anonq llen

- Rejeci nisogynist hunrour; confront nen on their vislence,
- Speak ont against violence aqainst uonen,
- Csn{ront homophobia and outline hoH it dÍscrininates against qays and

can hi ndÊr ÍìÀle friendships,



455

- Challenge racism and expose the h¿rn done by racist jokes.
- ïry to chànge the habiis of one's friend(s) rather than giving up on

the {riendship (s),
- Conduct workshops, con{erences, tosnhall rnÊetÍngs exposing flalB vio-

lence against r'lomen and hoH it can be stopped,
- Encourage eroticai expose and reject the ilisogyny integral to porno-

qrÀphy,
- Do not {eel compelled to maintain hegemonic rnasculinity. Take riElis

uith your peers¡ Iyinq about one's s€xual exFIoits, for exanple, can
perpetuate nyths about male and fenàle sexuÂlity, Dishonesty rnay
rein{orce the percepiion that one is a h egemon i c mal e, It al so can
maintain a signif i cant di stance betHeen {riends.

- EmphÀsi:e that while hegenonic rnasculinity nay have aany diEadvÀnt-
ages to men, it has many deadly risks to women, Acknosledqe that
hegemonic maeculinity Has not foisted (pon Íìenì they chose to ådopt
it ðnd reap the benefits. Hiqhtight the advantages to adopting other
vårieties o+ flasculinity thÀt do not accept violence aqainst nomen,

B. lqrqer Political ÉtctivÍties
- Secure âdditionål ¿nd extended proqrämneE {or victims ånd o.ffenders,

Raising public awarenesE about the crine of nale violenEe is likely
to result in an increÀse demand for services.

- Ensure ihat noney for offender's EervicÊs are net EiFhonèd from Eer-
vices +or victins,

- Improve the court systein to decreÃse the nufibÊr of o{fenders Hho es-
cape prosecuti on,

- Increase the legal EÂnctions against nale violence,
- l,Jork to end digcrimination against honosexuals and visible minor-

ities,
- Lobby for an exFanBion of services Hithin correctionål institutions,

|lhile nany o{fenders need to be incårcÊrÀted for their crimEE, the
values learned in jait o.ften only cofìpound the offender's existing
problems, Thus, in-house and second stage treatnent progrannes need
to be d e v e I o p e d - - p a r t i c u I a r I y Bi th sex B{fenders--to ensure the ðc-
quisition of neß nsn-violent Ekills,

- Challenge nisoqyniBt conments made by elected Bnd ÀFpoinied
o{{icials,

- Hold fundraisprs to generate monÊy to establish, rnaintain, or expand
Â local rape crisis centrer battered Honten's shelter, or o{{ender
Frograrn{ne.

- l{ork to improve daycare services to decrease thE econornic dependency
of l]åny Homen upon thei r mal e FârtßerE,

- Lobby for equal pày {or Hork o{ equal value,
- SuFport the movenent {sr reproductive choice, Denocratic access to

sa{e aþortion sEFvicÊs is cruciå1.
- Investiqåte and publicize if your local government monitors ålirìony

paynents, I{ so, hor,l Hell Áre they doinq?
- Request siÀtE and private fundi.nq {or public service announcenenis

identi{ying the varieties ånd ef{ectE of male vialence against wonen,
the crirlin¡l nature o.f the acts, and hsw to get help.

- PÀrticiFÀte in the debate on pornography. ErBtiE mÀteri.ål that does



not perpetuàte rspe myths ànd fiiEogyny coLrld be endorsèd Âs Àn
al t ernÀt i ve,
Expose the rltilitåry's drain on the civilian economy and the resultant
rêduction in sociå¡ service expenditures, Critique the milítary.s
rale in perpetuating hegenonic masculinity Ànd encsuraging nen to use
violence to 5ol ve probl ens.
ExposB the parallÈls betHeen misogyny and environmental degradation,
llany o{ the sane values supporting violence against wsmen cnntribute
to the earth beíng exploited, raped, and plundered.

C. Uithin Jbs Education Systeq_:LSq[gsls, UniLersities, Ènd Co]!eEes).

- Lobby {or courEês on aEsertivenesE trÂining, connunication skills,
ånd con{lict reEolutisn, Such skills Àre essentiål to reduce vio-
lence and assi st victiíìs.

- RequÈst that critiques of batterinq and rape mytholgy be reqnired
components of {aniIy life progrårnßes and ethics Ëourses, Such
coursFs need also åddress the e{.f ects o{, and counter, homophobia,
rÂciEm, ¡nd cl assi sm.

- Encourage adminiEtrators to nake BBmen's history Ând råpe prevention
coursEg rrandatory.

- Petition for courses on human sexuality glhich emphasize fiorÉ thÀn
basic biology and reproduction. Birth control infornation is cru-
cial, Sinilarly, such courses could help reduce the frequency of
sexBÀl assÂult by helping nales develop e{{ective, non-violent ccil-
iîunicÀtion styles and an increased aßareness of ¡nale/{ernale
sexuality,

- ExaminE and critÍque the naterial used in schoolE ts ensure that ntåle
vislence agÂifiåt nomen is property presented. Haterial pBrpetuåting
or trivializing fiale violence åqainst nomen, and other {srmE o{ viB-
lence, needs tB be rÊnoved or uEed as learning tools to realize why
they are inaccurate.

- Pressure your locÀl schoolE and universities to educate their Etaf{
hoH best to end the trånsnissisn o{ råcist, sexist, homBphobicr clås

sist, and other dividing line values to students.
- InsiEt that rape prevention courseE {ones shich {ocus on changing

nen's behåviour) be required for åll nÀ¡es,

D, {,lithin The Priv¡te and State Businels Sectoqs

- Lobby for chanqe i,n the rnedia portrayal Bf vÂrious nasculinities and
{emininities, Hegetllonic varieties most o.f ten are rewarded Hhile non-
hegenonic varieties receive minor parts or are the brunt of malicious
stereotypes, LÊtter 0ritinq (ie, to the editor, the company presi

cient, or one's elected government r e p t e s Ê n t å t i v e ) , demonstrations,
and boycotts can be ef{ective. If the corporate na¡ufacturer is the
offender, aFpeal to the television netl{ork/nagazine conFåny/or rådio
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corporåtion, I{ the rnedi¿ cempany is to blampr þJork io have sponsors
r emove ihei r products,

- Encourage a{firmative åction programÍìeË +or }romen, homosexuals and
visible fiincrities,

- Negotiate extended paternity leaves to increase the sharinq of par-
ent i ng responsi bi I i ti eE,

- Enphasi z e that men should be able to have tine of{ uor k to care for
sick chi Idren,

- Lobby +or quality day care services or subsidiÈs to existinq privåte
dåyrares,

- Have your enployer provide taxi vouchBrE to enable r,lomen to ride home
at ni ght rather than havi ng to take publ i c trÀnEit or pal k to their
cårs in parkades,

- Denand improved Iighting on conpêny grounds and the provision o{ es-
cort services to diEtÀnt parking lots.

- Coordinate or provide workshops on sexual assault, batterinq, and
eßotional abuse, For the men, the task Hould be to challenge their
behavisurE. For the uonen, the goal would be to empoHer them and
{¡miliarize themsel vËs ¡¡ith resources,

- Lobb y for ex tens i ve traininq o{ corporat e social, sr hufiran Eervi ce,
sorkers so they cån asEist victirns Ând of{enderE of violence, Skills
includel

1. ïact.f ully apprcachinq enplayees suspected ol being abLlse
victirnE/o+{endersr encourÃging them to look àt their situations
and enphasizing thp åvai1Àbility and inportance o{ geiting heIp.

?a, For VictinE¡ offering protection an the job by sceening
phone ralls vlhen appropriate and alerting security sta{f ts the
possibility of intrusion by the åbuEEr.

2b, For 0ffenderE¡ as is o{ten done t{ith alcoholics, inform
the of+ender that they may loose their job i{ treatment is not
pürEued, Tine of{ work nay be provided as an incentive,

3. EEtablishing a liason with the local daneEtÍc violence
shelter, rape crisis centrer and sffender treatment progrÂlnne,

4. Be ÀHÂre sf reEsurces that will åcquaint hattered or Eexu-
Ãlly assåulted employees Hith the recourse options rrithin the
crininal justice systen,

5, Ensurë a uorkplace {ree o{ re{erences that perpetuate rÂpe
ñìythsr Eexual harassnent, stereotypes of abused þ¡Õrnen, or minirîize
the effects o{ vi ol ence,

l{hile it is nst the functiBn Bf hurnan resources people to solve eßì-
ployees' problernsr increased aerårenessr the desire to intervene, and
use o{ appropriate outside resourEes can help victins and o{+endErs
hËl p themsel veË, t

¡. The in{ormation pErtåining to the pÕtentiå¡ rol e p I ayed by hu-
ßan sÊrvice r,¡orkers in business is from an unl(noHn photocopied sourcer
The citation Has nBt provided. lhe original uncited Bource l¡Rs nodi-
f ied to incorporate poi n ts rel evant to sex ual Âssaul t and o{fenders.
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E. ClÍnical ånd SÕcial ServicÊ Nececqiiipc

- ReEearch ho$ best to inprove treatment of o{{enders and victirns,
- Involve direct service !iorlíers in lobbying for additis¡al state f r-rnd-

ing. Hhile reqular citizens also need to be involved, they fiåy lack
the knonledqe, confidencEr ànd credibility to emphasize Èhe need {or
i ilproved servi ces,

- Request that social EBrvice r'¡orkers (sociÀl t.tcrkÈrË, psychologists,
psychiatrists, para-prof essionals¡ teÀchers, doctors, pol ice of{i -
cers, and ¿dfiinistratsrs) conduct r,rorkshops for their urorkinç peers
on racismr homophobia, classisn, and Eexism t.lithin the social ser-
vices. For too long ue have ignored, {or erample, the Etories of
Nåtives being beaten by police o'fticers, ör hoflBEextrålE having to
stay in the closet to líBep their jobs, Encourage enployers to take
disciplinary action aqainst enployees that continue tr perpetuåte thÈ
v¿r i oss dividing I ines,

- Critique the uork of pro{essors and u¡riters t.¡ho ignore or minißize
måIe violencp against *cnen.

- Ëon{ront Eocial service co-workers },ho iqnÕre or mininize male vio-
lPnce agåi nst Honlen,

- Ensure thaf men are held responsible {or their violence, Counteract
the all too prevalent victim b l anri nq,

- Establ ish EExLlal harassnent prevention codes for the uorkplace,

5, L0 NoT REil'tVENT IIE_HHEEL

The êbove list is juEt àn initial inventory. 0iher unnentioned

issueE or areås o+ concern also should be pursued. To ensure that one

does noi burn out or ltÂste tine ¿nd energyt it is essÉntial {irEt to

deterinine in t,lhich Àreàs other individuals or comilunity groups already

are aci,ive, Ëontact them and deternine r*here ¡rork iE needed rather

than dupl icating that $hich has already b een donE.

llany of the itens Iisted in the previous section can be addressed

nithin existing irade or pro.fessional organizations, Teachers and civ-

il service nions, and cominunity grouFs cån be nobilized io Ê.f f ect

changes within their Eystems Ànd to prÊBEurë {or the sarle within the

state response to mal e violence,

Some o{ the other iteas on the Iist nìåy be best åddressed þrithin À

pro-{eminist nen's qroup, 0np måy utÀnt to connect erith Àn existing
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group, lhe eÂse Õf doing this, hoHeverr iE vpry dependent upon l,Jhere

one lives. Large urban centres qenerally have several groups that

of ten have uorkshops, gatherings, and {ilm ni ghts that a{f ord th ea a

fairly hiqh pro{i1e FiÍthin the community, 0ften there are specific

connselling centres knoHn to sppciÂlize in men's issues ihat could

csnnect one sith àn exiËting group, In sfiìaller centres, the task may

be nore fornidable, Since nany qroups meet in the homes s{ individuat

men, they are unlikely to be liEted in the phone book, Thus telephon-

inq a locaì counEel¡ing service sr crisis centre nay providp the re-

quired in{srrnåtion, To nake this task easierr Appendi,,.t I LiEts sone

contåct ÀddreEsEs o.f the pro-feß]inist 11ìen'E grotlps in the l]nited States

and Ëanada,

gnaì1 cEmmunities--Ànd even big citi.es--nay requjre individuÀls to

create their oun pro-feminist men's qroup. Concerned inen should sEÀFch

{or like-nindEd nÊn Ànonq iheir irnmediate peers, co-workers, and com-

munity residents, Ideas *or establishinq a pro-{eminist men's qroup

are ortlined Ín Appendix II and may help individuåls prevent some o{

the pit{alls that have troubled earlier qrouFs.

6, qE CREAT I

!lorking to end iïåIe violence need not alHays involve letier

writing and protesting, !lhile male vio¡ence iE not a laughing matter,

humour and Earf,åsßr +oF exÀnple, cån be used to convey a point that

otherr,¡ise might not be r{ell received, Social change is required and i{
hrmoLrrous sl:its and FlåyE cån å[cofnptish thÊ gÕå1, they need to bË part

of the soIt.ttion, Traditional hegemonic men have many qualities that
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could quitÉ hunrcurously--and e{{ectively--be parodied, ViEual ¿rtists

also could be active in portraying the type o{ ç¡orld se uant tÕ }eàve

behind and the one pe Hant to !.¡ork tollard.

7, TtlE It'lp0RTAt'tcE 0F SEtF-CARE

E{{ecting social chånge iË not easy tiork, lndivÍduats need ts

identily thÊir loci o{ support. {,lhere are thÈy going to be å{{irÍìed,

nurtlrred, and êncsuråged to maint¿in their Hork {or ån end to nale

violence, Potential candÍdates arB one's {riends, {arniIy, Íìen's group,

norkplace, school/univerEity, conmunity, or individuåls r{ithin varisus

national organizations, TheEe supports need to bE put inttr place and

maintained to ensure their vitatity HhEn they åre needed, Do noi act

ås if they are nst required; use thpnl, Hegemonic nen pretend they årè

conpletely independent o{ all sthers, In rEålity, it is a sign o+

strength to be able to acknowledge th¿t one needs, and values, sr-rpport,

To succeed at the task of Ênding ntale violence rEquirès that one

establish {ar reaching goals l'|hile being exhuberant about srnall 9ains,

The struggle ts end mal e violence is not Àn easy onei ferninists that

have been involved {or years can attest to thai. l,lhi Ie d i s i I I u s i E n rn e n t
and dispair are nornal responsesr individuÀls must remain àngry thet

these crimes Âgåinst uonen continue virtually uninrpeded. Those intent

on ending nålË violence åqåinst lroíÌÊn nust pace thenselveE--for it +¡ill

bB À long haul--and never qive up, ThE crirnes against r,romen mlrst end.



APPEl,,lDIf,_Ir N0fiTH AHERIËAN P R 0 - t E ti I N I s T _hl E [ ' s 6R0Up C0{TAcTl

In -Tj e united States

The best listing o{ Anerican fien's groups ånd services hås been
cBmpliled by RAVEN (RÀpe And ViolEnce End Now) in, !hq_ Endino llenlE
Violpnce Nåtional Rqlgrral Dirqctory (5t, Louis, l'10¡ The St, LouiE
0rganization For Changing I'len, 1986). The directory can be ordered
through RAVEN, Address inquiries to:

FAVEI'l (Rape And Violence Eßd Noþl)
P. U. Box 24159
5t. Louis, l'10,
u¡fì, 0J I JU

or phone (Jl4ì 725-å137,

In Canada

ïhe best listing of Canadiån men's qroups and Éervices has been
conpiled by the Ëlebp Nee I'len's 6roup. See: Kenneth Fisher, {or the
Êlebe Nes I'len's Ëroup, llgn's Groups: Toward A National Listiqq {Bttal,¡a:
6lebe Net.t llen'E GrÕuFr 19BB), Address purchase inquiries to:

Kenneth Fisher
Ë/0 3? fl0rris Street
0t tawa, 0ntario
Eanada, KtS 447
or phone (ól¡) ?51-7S7É

The Eanadian di.rEctory included a fiìåp of contact people across the
country (5ee Figure AI-1! ToHård Ê NåtionÂl llen's Netwsrk).



FI6URE AI-1; T0l,lARD A NATI0NAL 14EN'5 NETtI0RK

ollôvc- Hùll l.lcn's Forum ¡ c/o J6ck \{{ggtn AZ Rothr'|elt Dr, Oü¡vô ON K lJ ?06 l6 t 5¡?46- I 065

Klno-ilonñ¿i'sForum-c/oti&êcervrn256FtovôtAvc.KtngstonONK?tlIK9f6tSt546-Ott4

loronlo I'lcn! Forum - c/o Bcnnu And€rscn .?04- Sö Grôgdon Ìbt¡ Drtvc Don Hiltr ON H5A 5A4 f 4t 6J 44S- 0?69

Lordon llent forum - c/o Jûlrph Duntop-Addl.g & tirrg BoUd I ? Hrrlcg p¡. london ON t{6C gS9 l5 t 9t 4OZ- 9953

[W nnl pcq t4cn! Forum]- c/o ì,lort EtHn get Pôl ricrston Avc. Wl nnt pcA HB RIC tJS 1ZO4¡ ?05- OZ?s

rrrcn's flcrycrt flr cñ¡nsa -Bob Alexcnder [416] ó98-g669 orcg Crrter ISt9l ?49-0989
D¡vidCurrah[519] 837-t?95 Dor4 Hor¡m€n [80?l 622-4655 BcrtyourçlSt41 4S?-9?SB

l'Î€n's l{etvork Ncvs - c/o Hrc Gewôn 256 Hovlt Ave. Kíriglton ON K?H IK9 f6t 5l 5¡6-OI t4
l'lcni¡r womcn;¡ ctrolcc - t4lchrcl Krrfmln/Gord clêv€lrîd sss Btoorst.w. Toronto 0N Hss ty6 l41 6l s3B-5086

Se¡ttL Bfllh9s HlmÈpclis

Clevcl.od



AP*[ENDIX I!: qqE6ESTI0Ns 0_N F0RI' N6 A FR0-FEHINISI LIEN.S gR0[L

Forining a pro-{eminist irìen.s grsllp can help individual men find

support, an environnent in r¡hich to develop e{fective comnunication and

interpersonal skills, and connect uith other nen in a potiticål pro_

c ess, By facilitating changes among men , pro-femininist aen ,s groupE

can play an important role in the effort to end male violence,

Prs-fefiinist men have creÅtËd groups which pÀral. lel the consciouE_

nÈEs rÀisinq nodel developed during the eårly 1970s by the Hornen,s

novenent, This has a4{orded pro-feminist men the advantage o{ learning

grsup structures and processès r,¡hich can {acilitate individuar and

csllective groøth, lhey alEo have ìe¿rned sone o{ the poteniial

problems,I

Fill Dàre has conpiled å useful resource uhich identi{ies hoH best

to use the conscicusness raisi.ng moder in the context or a pro-feminist

flen'5 9rðuF.2 Dare acknoHlÉdgËË that the process ol +ðrlning ôr entÉr-

inq a group can be ret,tardingr di{ferent front lthÀt most inen have experi-

encedr and scÂry, In sumnarizing the process nLlnerous North Ainerican

fien h Àve b een undertaki ng, DarÊ 's guidelines can hel p individuals ,nho

¡, SuÉån Shorr, and LË0nÈrd ,lason, "A 0onprrison 0{ Hën,E And tJo-
men'E çonsciousness Råising Eroups,,' 6rogg, ó(4), I,Jin t?B2t Ft-85,

2, Bill Dare, ',Consciousness Raising Ër0 pEr,, in pierre Coté,Bill Dåre, ånd llårthÀ I'luzychka, l'len_ ç[ÈnqiLqf A Resource l,lÈnual FoLllen's csnsciousness Raisino {0ttasal The r'ren's project and the AtGrna-tive Future Institute, 1?85), 4E-Sl, The rnaterial for this appendix
sas drann prinìarily fronr Dare's chapter.

Ansther helpful resource for individuals startinq a pro-feninist
rnen's großp is Bob Brånnon, and Jim Creåne, "How To Forrn A Conscious_
ness-Raising Ëroup,', ll. Ëentle Hen FBr ËendËr Justice, 13, Fal 1984,
s5-37.
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process of {orning or ßåintaining å grsup

ðnd Àvoi d in group proceFseE,

be ålert to what

FORFI

There are nrany different and equally valid r+ays to {orrn a group,

Ask .friendE or co-uorkers that may be syrîFÀtheiic to the i dea and , if
n€cesEaryr have them enquire through their circle of friends and asso_

ci¡tes {or other interested individuars, Askinq such queetions cÀn be

Ecary, To mininize thisr some ßen advertise in the classified section

o{ Àn appropriate ne}isFåpEr or put a notice on a relevÀnt bulletin
boarci,

I{ you know of å group, you could contact sne of the flembers aboui

the possibility o{ joining. I{ you believe À grouF exiEts in your Àreå

but do not knsl¡ hotr to nake contåct, connect Hith Å crisiE centrer !¡o-

tnen's groupl or a local ressurcer'counseÌling service tor referal in_

+ormatiÞn, Finding àn existing group can involve a little leq work and

sleuthing, but i{ it may be worth the el+ort,s

0are notes that a group l,¡orks best if eÀch person knows ¿t least

one other group member. This helps cBnnect members and accelerates the

perÍod otten required for nembers to establ ish trust. If ånother nen-

ber is a friend or acquaintance, one is more likely to open up to the

group and not sinrply engåge in superficial cÕnverEation. If everyone

knous someone else, this helps buitd in À history or connraderie into

the group that can mÀke the gåthErings more re+tardinq.

AppendÍ'i I listE solrle ínitiåt cÕnÈåct addresses,
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Dare enrphasizes the irnportance of lÍniting the size o{ the qror-rp

to þetseen six and ten nenbers, In larger qr oups, individuàIs fiay not

have suf{icient opportunity tÕ thorough!y expFess themselveE, Dare

alss ¿dvises thåt it i: advantagous to have an all male group {or tt¡o

reåsons. First, it rray be easier for some nen to open up and discr-rss

prËviously unmentioned aspects of theÍr personalities, Second, it èn-

coIrÀqes men to be Àctive listeners and caregivers llithin the group,

If r¡omen are present, ßany rnen can quickly asEune--often Hithsut no-

ticing--the nore traditional group leader role ånd expÊct the uonen to

take care o{ the gror-rp,

PAfr ï U I :__g!ülx!_lIÂRrEÞ

The {ollowing {actors should be dealt uith early in the qroup,s

fornation Ând åttBnded to throuqhout its existence,

1. Expectati Ens

AII group neíìbprs need tE clari{y their pxFectRtÍons. üihat is it
that they hope to obtain and contribute to the group? l{håt are their
needs? Do individuals feel that enough of their nepds nill be met by

the group? I{ there appear to be signi{icant ÍnconqruitiÉs betseen the

needs of one individu¿1 and the ¡est o{ the gronp, negotiated Eonpro_

ni ses may r essl ve the dif{erences, I{ not, the individuals nay choose

to connect 11ith anot her gr oup ,

?. Ërounri Rul eE

ConfidEntiålity is a crucial issue, For the safety o{ all group

mE[ìbersr Ít is irnportant {or individuals to aqree to 1eÀvÞ l{ith the

grotp sperÍ{icE ol ¡¡hat HÀs sÀid or done, Host groups agree that nanes
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Ànd identi{ying details r{ill not bÊ tÀlked about outside of the group,

If this is not {ollovred, the sense of sa{eiy uithin the groirp can plum-

ßìpt ånd reduce the risks individual men night othervlise be willing to

take, For sone men the group cÂn be a stage to try oui new skills or

ways o{ interacting, l,lhi IE it is hoped that they yrill one day take

those changes to the uorld ontside of the group, this is less likËiy to

happen i{ they never feel safe enough in the first place to try.
There are, however, sone Iimits to c o n { i d e n t i a I i i y , l,¡hen å grouF

member makes re{erence to somethinq that may jeopardizp the li{e or

sa{ety o{ thenselves o¡ another individuåI, the secret cannot be inÀin-

tained. The necessary people (ie police, hospital Etaf{r or fåßìily

nellbers) need to be iniormed,

¡ ' Los¡U-erL

LßcÀtiEn can affeci the frequEncy Hith r.rhich members aitend and

the depth to shich they will {eel safe to reveal their inner thoughts

and emotions, In the pursuit o{ conrfort, houever, it remainE inportani

to åvoid the inevitable distractors (ie, turn of{ thE televiEion}.

l'ìany groups pre{er io rstate the location {rsm rnB person,s Flace tú

another to avsi d one indj.vidual feeting 1i ke a permanant hßEt and aI-

I oui ng other s to do I eEs r¡ork,

4, !1ne 4q{_Eoqqrrit!megt.

Éefore starting a groIp it is important to clari.fy group menbers,

expeEtÈtions regarding .f requency Ànd duration o{ meeting:, Sone graups

rneEt once Êvery onE or tHo neeks, particr.rlarly Hhen the qroup is jnst

forming, flther grorps vary¡ uhen somethinq o{ imporiÂnce requires more

discnssion, they nay meet ÍìoFe +requently than during other times o{
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the year. Dependi ng upon the conmi tnents ol the group nËmbers r they

ßay ciecidê to neet íiore or Iess o{ten, It is important to ctÀri{y hol.¡

peop I e {ee} about other nenb er s Íli ssi ng meet i ng s, Is it Âcceptable or

intolerable? HoH frequently nust one attend? Group members shauld

clari.f y theEe isEues at the beginning to ðvoid future di.fficulties.
5, Dec i si on llak i nq

Decision making proceEsEs cån significåntly a{+eci the strenqth,

viiality, and I ongevi ty of the group. 0ptions include¡ con sensus (all

nembers support à dÈcision arrived Àt by å synthesis o{ everyone,s

ideåE)i inajority rule! accepting a {åcilitator,s decision¡ sr unanimous

support, 0f these, the congensLrs approach, uhite possibly ntBre di+fi-
cul.t and tifi]e conEuiring in the short tern, nay bÊ best in the lEng run,

I{ individuals stRrt imposing their will on the group Ànd ieåvinq

people sut of the decision fiåking proceEs, internal aniilosity and re-

sentent nay tear apart the group.

At the end of each irìeetinq nembers could st.taflarizË ]¡håt Hâ9 agrÉed

ttpon, At the next meeting they could review the conclusions and dÊ-

ternine if in the intervening tinE there renains À coßtlton viEion Ànd

purpose, This also is an appropriate tine for memberE to identi{y nevl

iEsues and deterrnine i.f other menbers arE intereeted in integrating

these into the group Ãqènda. Periodic revieHs and revisions should be

continued throughout the qroup's existencË to enEure that índividuals

feel they cÀn have Àn ißput into the group,s direciion,

Ê. No t _{_T her ap y [roqg

Throughout thÊ 1i fe of the group, menbers nepd to be cl ear sn

their limits as helpers. IsEues mÀy be brought to the group by one
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fiernber thÅt are reål Iy beyond the scope

nÅy focüs on Bne individLrÀl i{ their

{ron the hel p, I+, hoþlËvÈr, thi s need

el:euinq its activities and tine to help

n eed to be encour aged to sEek additional

Õ{ the grÐ[p, Specif ic meetinqs

cIrrent situation corl d bëni{it

continues and the qroup begins

one person, the individual nray

help outside of ihe group,

FARï lV! FRELIHINARY A0TtVITtES

The follolling are sonre potential exercises provided by Ðare that

can be used to help aeinberE begin working together ås å qroup,

* Each nember tÂlks âbEut their Iile histories .f ocr.rssinq on either

eårliest nemories, adolescence, adulthood, or Å generål revieri, l,Jhi le

possibly requiring a fer+ neetings to åccornpliËh, this can hë¡p menberE

become acquaintEd þ¡ith one another'E þaclíground, vaIueE, Ànd goåls,

* Eåch person cÀn talk ¿bsut how they feBl about being in a lIìÉn.g

9roup, This can be ån oFpBrtunity {or individuals to acknowledge that

considerablp diversity Ís possible, acceptable, and to be valued,

+ lÂlk ðboLrt .f eelinqs èr events that nake one håFpyr or upset.

* Agree on a topic ånd håve each nember talk about t,thåt thåt issue

ineans ts then and to the conmunity they represent, ¡lèmbers csuld also

provicie Eorìe explanation o{ hop thBi¡ interpretation and value o{ a

specific isEue haE changed thrauqhout their li{e.
* Reql.teEt that all group members reÂd ån article or bosk and dis-

cuss the i tem Àt the next ntepting,

* Invite extern¡] resource people to present on speci{ic issues

group mentbers hàve decided they need some ÀdditionÀl in{ornìation,
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* Conduct ì-o1e plèys o{ various issues to help sort out peranal

and pol itical posi ti ons,

+ Trace one's body on a Iarqe piecE of paper and talk to the qroup

about one's relationship vJith one,s body and its various parts,

* Do nsn-vÉFbål exercizes to heIF nenb er s devel op other conmun i

cation skills,

FABï V¡ ÊRqUP PfrUcESS IssUES

It is very important to be alert to group process ànd do the v¡ork

necessary within À qrsup to keep it snoothly {unctioning, Being åHÂre

of the fol I orli ng can hel p in this taek,

l, Grguo FtqilitÀtion

The group should determine how it sill be directed, I,lany qroups

operate without a {acilitator. ttherE find it help{ul to have somEone

responsible for coordinating Àctivities (ie, discussions, readings, or

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ) . l'Jhi lE one person cdn be chosen as the faciritatorr it
is advantagous to rotÂte this respBnsibitity equally, Dsing ss allBriE

group nenbers to feEl nore equal øithin the gror-rp, Il thiE equålity ie

achieved, individual participation may increase, people need to be

liËry o{ the member (s} that may want to take control of the group.

l,lhile thiE can bE convEnient in the short term--they nay do most of the

t+ork--in the long term, other individuåls íìåy start loosing input to-
!¡ård, cBntrol ofr Rnd interest, in their group.s direction.

2, Checkino !n / [heckinq_0ut

At the start of each meeting it can be help{ul' to go around the

qrouF and have each pErson spend Â f eh¡ rninutes relatinq uhat has
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happened i n thei r 1i ves si nce the group I ast met. Thi s can al I ow mem-

bers ts reconnect ui th each other ånd servB to identi{y if there are

isEues or sub-ìects i.hat need to be priorized for more detÃired discus-

si0n Iåter in the ßeei i ng,

l,Jhen ending Å Íìeeting, it is irnportånt for eåch person to re{lect

on the time spent together, Did they Iearn anythinq nerl? 0id they

sort out an issue? 0r could they relate hoi,r they HFre feeling ahoirt

something that occurred in the group? Each qroup mernber.s coi¡nents do

not necesEårily rEquire responsEs froß sthers. If {urther discuBEion

appeÀrs neceesaryr nenbers may agree to ftÂg the issue {or a futHre

neeting, The check BUts should be seen as Â tÍlne r,lhen fiefrlbFrs cån

express their sentinrents and accept that o{tÊn there l¡lill not be a

c(]nsengLtS,

.1, Hones!y flnd RiEk Takinq

Eeing honest about one's self can be very scary, particr.rlarly i{
one dÕes not hoþr the group l{ill respond. 0ther risk tåkinq (iÊ, nur-

tlLring or con.fronting others) also can bE iniirllidÀtinq, ypt i+ indivi-
duals are to groti bEyond their traditional masculinities they cannot

al ways stay ui th uhat iE sat e,

I{f hoHpver, men do not fEel there is a baseline level s{ trIst
Ând security tlithin the group, honesty ðnd risk taking may be timited;

individuals ilìRy .f eel inhibited to speak or act, If such tension

exists, menbers should talk it over r.rith the group and hope{ully work

toward a positive resolution, Êroup nenbers should respect the r¡ishes

of individual menbers urho choose not to t¡lie rislrs,
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4, Li stBn i nq

This is À cruEiÀì skill in maintaining a healthy gror-rp, llÀny ûìpn

oeed to become better I isteners, Al l too often, individuals nay bE

{ormulating, fsr exÀßple, a whitty reply Hithout sincerely attendinq to

the previ ous speaker, By not listening àttentively one is not respect-

ing the other person, lnattentive listening also can prevent one +roÍì

hearing the depth o{ the ELtbjEct åbout Hhich an indívidual is re{er-

rinq, ThiE lost in{ormation easily can aggravate eHisting divisions

þJithin the gr ouF ,

PARï vli FfEDEACK rlNq Ë0NSTRUcTUIVE cRrTIËIqfl4

Êeinq åble to give and receive {eedback and constructive criticism
can be very di{{icult. Yet these can bB tHo ot the most iÍlportÂni.

tools for buildinq individual and collectjve gro¡¡th Ànd qroup cohesion,

The {ollouing åre soßp gIidel ineE,

1, How To Liylf eedback And 0onstructive Criticism

l,lhen giving conEtructive criiicismr indiviciualE need to eHåminE

their motives, tlhy does sne want to tell something ts another person,

IE it to clarify the relationship betç¡een the trio pesple? Is it to

help--or hurt--them? IndividuÂlE need to ask thÊmselves i+ thB criti-
cisn is justi{ied, I{ so, then,..

liStÊp !ne r Be Concrete: Be very specif ic, Ëan one Euccicntly des-

cribÊ, Hith cleår pxÀmpIes, r,rhat it is absut ðn individuÀl that is

4. For the Bect i on on +eedbåck ðnd constructive criticism, Dare,
"ÊonsciousneEs Raising Ëroups," 4g-S0, cites peter padbury,s precis oi
6raci e Lyons, Csnstr{.rctive Ërit¡cisn { San Francisco, IRT pr esE, l97B),
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troublesome? Separate out the vaguE, spreeping generalizations ånd

neqative sentiments fror' the actual piece about uhich one vtÀnts to

cofnment.

tiSteF Iuo: Ðescr i be Hor¡_!he litu¡tion fiqkes 0ne Eee! Identifying one,s

+eÉl i ngs often can be thp f i rEt st ep in recoqnizing that soneth i nq is

rtrong and lJe neEd to speak up. It also helps us +ocus fiìorB clearly on

the problem. It prEVents individuals { ron i gnor i ng the concerns and

alloning then to surfÀcE lÀter on in nore destructive øays through re-

sentmeni sr silence. Clàri+ying one's {eelings hEIps qets things out

in the apen Ând identifies to the other person that an action or ståte-

nent o+ theirç had certåin, possibly unantiripated or undesireci ,

e{fectE,

tStgÈ_lhrpe¡ 5tÈte l,¡hàt Yöu !lant_!he 0ther person To Do¡ I{ there iE Â

certain person or an action o{ Àn individual that is causing di+licuI-
ty, identify it to thÉfi either privately or Hithin the group setting.

But be specific, Addressinq it to the group ÂE Â gèneral isEue is IEss

Iikely to resolve the problen. The person {or Hhoßt the cBmaent r¡as in-
tended fllåy not recognize that the st¿teílent ¡las directed tot,JÀrd then,

They nay ÃEsutne the conment Bas intended {or another group nenber anri

pay little Àttention,

*5teÈ_FoLrrr IdCnil!_The_lur0o1q: Identify tE the individLral uhy changes

in their behàviBUr fiåy be helpfut, Hiqhlight hor{ the change rnay bene-

{it the individual, or the group,

*5Utlfi¡lY: Identify to the person that when they do A(observÂtion) ! yot-t

feel E(enstion) and uant then to do C ( a c t i o n - r,i a n t ) , because of I}

(purpose).
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Z, @d Ëongtructi ve Ëriticisrn
'[l,lo sl{ills are inportånt. 0ne needs to be able to paraphrase, or

put into oIr Hords ànd repeat bacll io the person Hhat HÀs just said io

us, This ensures thêt the messÀge reciÊvÈd iE the one the person in-
tended. I{ there is some discrepsncy, the tt¡o pÊoplê tltay need to res-

pond båcl( Ànd +orth, paraphrasinq each other, until there is a consen_

sus as to r,rhat is the real coaßent or critisisa, It is inrportant not

to start responding unti ¡ sne is clear about ¡¡hàt thÊ other person is

såying, This procedLlre underlines the inportance o{ e{{ective

listening,

Before and a{ter the point has been established, sne needs to ern-

pathize ßith vthÀt the recÍpient nay be feelinq, Try ànd vieH ourselÌ

from the other person'E perBpectivE to better recognize the e{fects of

oLlr HBfds, Àctions, or ¡þsence sf either.

fAftT VIIr PR0FLEllS Tg_AV0tD IN 6R0Ups

l. I n t e I 1 e c t u a I i z i n q

lhis is onê sf the rnBEt sj.gnificant hurdtes {Dr nen to svercome.

Too o{ten they gei locked into a perspective nhere they theorizp and

prophesizp åbout idBal situåtionsr talk about hoçr othÈrs should change,

but do not look at how they can do alot in their our otrn lives to ef-

f ect changes, I n t e I I e c t u a I i z i n g , in itsel{, is not evil. The prob I em

occurs Hhpn it is divorEed {ron the real life o{ the individual and

Èheir personal support systen, It can be helpful {or the men to talk

in the {irst person using "I" instead of "iheyr theil, r.le, us, or you,,.

ês sell, ihe mEn should try to fit their theories uith their concrete,
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räther than ån åbstract I real i ty. 0ne uay to hel p reach this goÀl is

to have nen reEsgnize the dil{Ërence betFJeen the,'l think,, perspective,

I ocated in the heåd, {roin the "I .feel,, r,lhich is nore enotive and felt
at a gut or intuitive Ievel, Historicallyr hegeoonic fiìale culture haE

devalued {eelings ås non-hegBtllonic, typical o.f uomen or qay ûìèn, llen

need fo reclaim thèir fult range of {eElinqs if they Àre to be àble to

change and end thei r sex i st behÀvi our. 0therHi se thEy arp unl i kel y to
empathize with sonen to reaIly underEtånd r{hy the violenre nt.tst end,

?. Qomi nai i on

Sone people uill talk ¡rore than others, This iE not a problen un-

less the verbosity o+ çoine ie silencÍnq others, Êroups need to attend

to why sone fiembers are Àlt,tÀys, and oth€rs never, sileni, llhile indi-
viduals should not be farced to spealt, groups can try and rnake it a

little eaEier fsr them' Tactics incrude asking Àlr ßenlbers ts ta r

abot.tt À specific issue be{ore Bpeni.ng up å i¡Ðre general open discus-

sion, SeEond, individuals can ask a si Ient nember {or theÍr thouqhts

on a speci{ic issLrË, Third, a EpÊåker,E list could bÊ kept to ensurF

that the morè boisterous nenbers are kepi in check. The issue of in-
ternal cornpetition even could be brouqht {ortrård {or discussion, The

Foi nt iE not to expect all to speak equål I y, but rather to attend to

those lilho uant to verbårly Eteanrorrer Bthersr ånd those $hü repeètedry

alloll others to speak for ihem,

3, {qÉqi n q

As nuch Às possible, judginq--Br coming ta conclusions Âbout

others--is something that should be avsided within the group. The

Problern sith judging is th¡t ne nÀy nìake inêccurÂte conclusions absut
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other group nenb er s and impair our {uturE relÀtiÕnE Hi th thern. Judging

can älso reEtrict chÂng es Hithin othErs as Be lTìÀy expect å prss¡ribEd

list o{ acti ons from an individual riho ntåy be tryi ng ta broaden their
repetoire, l,lhi Ie Jeedbacl{ ånd constFuctive criticisnr r{heñ used appro-

priately, can be bene{icial to the group process, judqi ng is not hetp_

fül, Recognizing ànd identifying Hhen onE iE judging other s c8n help

group nembers halt this destructive pråctice.

4, 6rou! In -8 5tåII

f'lembers need to be alprt to uhen the group has reached an impasse,

It may seem as if the group is not going anyHhere, There fiay be soíìÉ

interpersonal dynårllics bEtHeen a couple of the menbers that are impair-

ing the t.thole group, lJhen an impasse occurE or nlernber äFåthy toliård

the gror-rp iB increasj.ng, it is irnportant to address the problern. T¡lk

èbsut, and resolve, it in a constructive flånneF. I+ u,eobers feel it is
necessaryr or y¡ouId be easier, they rnay chosse to håve ån outsitje {a_

cilitator come into the group ånd hBrp it through this difficutt tinre.

PART_VII: CHALLENEIN6 AND CqNFRqNTI 6 sEXIST BEHAVT0UB AND AITITUDqq

llen's pro-{eninisi groups provide a {orun +or ß]pn to challenge

thenselves and other grouF nefiberE to look at hos¡ men contribute to the

oppresEion and exploitation o{ u,omen, This task aften comper¡E discuË-

sions about hsH to avoid such complicity. Such discussiÕns, Hhile

soflÈtimes dif .ticult, Àre EssentiÀl to the succEss o+ the group in con_

tributing to thp end o{ male viorence aqainst uomen. Ëonfrontatiofls--

both Hithin and outside o{ the group--must be clear b t supportive, If
the intent is to decimate and hunriliate an individual, one nay uell
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Âchieve that goàl but loose the more inportant one o+ helping the

individual change their behåviÉur, Hembers neeci to balåncp conrronta-

tion rlith and ¡ffirnrationB o{ the positive qualities of the other nlån.

ThF {o11oþ¡ing is an initial liEt of topics for d i scuËsi Ðn. The

goal is to ràise individuål ånd collective år4areness of nale violence

as a crine ãgainEt $omen and to help {ormulate Ànd inplefiBnt

sðlutionË,5

1, llen and children
S, l'1en and birth control
5, Fani 1y planningr'values & goal s
7, llomen 's sexuality
L l'1y sex ual i ty

11. Hen's gender roles
I J. llonogamy/FideI i ty
15. äen doi ng houseuor k

17, Sexism, rnaI p FrivilegeB
19, llen and aqgression I råpe
?1, Anger toþJÃrd HEmen/nen
?J, llen's po¡¡er Ðver r,ronen
25. Death and dying
Z7, lle n and dance/inovment
?9, Honophobia/Heterophobia
31. l,lornen 's isEues
33, The HEn'E ¡lovenent
55, The good thinqs in nren
37. l,loÍìen's history
39, Gai ns ånd I osses in change
41, Ilyth, dreams & synbBls
43. Ê I one¡eEs vE. lonelinesE
45, lndependence & interdependence
47, Çreati vi ty
4?, Ër owi ng up flålp

2, Parenting
4, Di vorce ånd Ehild custody
6, llen'E sexual i ty
8. Hsmosex ual i tyl B i EeH uÀl i ty

10, Fån tasi eE, Eex ual or not
12, Rel at i onsh i ps r*ith others
14, Alternatives io narr i age
16, Sports culture
18. llen & vrork, jobs
20, Anqer
22, Vi.ol.Bnre & its alternatives
24. flen's mi d-1i f e cri ses
2ó. Body a!¿areness
?8, Expressi ng enot i ons
J0, Feminisn
3?, Fear of being "{eminine,'
34, llen & guilt
56, StreEE & lrlen's health
38. Hou¡ to enÀct neH rllÀl e rol eÉ
40, Intimacy
42, Peer group vE. lone l.¿ol f
44,5el+-actualization & eEt eem
4ó. Hen & spiritual val ues
48. Ëoarpeting/supportinq
50, 0ur {athers

c0NcLUE l=nXg

Attending to the needs anci process of the group Ànd its indivi-
dual s are i mportÀnt requi rements {or encouragi nq the grouth and li{e of

E, Tony Krebs, L@._Çe¡'eg-i !_E:rr!åË_4!d
$qgpor!_ßrs Èå (Seattl e: lietrocentre yl.lÇA Seatt I e 11en,s progr arn,, ù;;tt
198?) , cited in Dare, "ConEcioueness RåiEinq Ëroups,,' El-5?.



the group, !lhile e¿ch group HiII be unique, the {orementioned sugges-

tions can help protect Ànd strengthen the group and encourage its abil-
ity to con{ront and end ilale violence agai nst øomen.
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