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ABSTRACT

A questionnaire was presented to 457 rural énd urban French—-Canadian
adoiescents. Areas of inveétigation included attitudes.toward the
double standard, religion as a normafive guide in dating, divorée,
sex-role differentiation, family size, delay of child-bearing after
marriage, birth control, interfaith and'interethnic marriage,
child-rearing practices and the importance of religious educatiqn.
The data were compared controlling for residence and sex. ‘Statistically .
significant residential differences were found with respect to
attitudes toward family size, birth control, and faﬁilism, with urban
subjects being less traditionally oriented than rural subjects. |
Statistically significant attitudinal differences due to residential
background were found in the female segment of the sample with regard
to interfaith marriage, family size, birth control, and the impbrtance
of religious education. Urban femaleS‘were‘less traditionally oriented
than rural females. Stétistically significant sex differences‘wgre
noted in attitudés toward the double'standérd and religious education.

Males were less traditionally oriented than females.
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INTRODUCTION

Interest in the Canadian family has.gainéd considerable
momentum in the last twenty years. - Since Canada is noted for its
effort in preserving the cultural heritage of its multi-ethnic.
population, it is logical that a considefable number of research
studies have focused on the various ethnic groups which make up the

Canadian population. Ishwaran's (1971) book, The Canadian Family,

is an example of the interest in ethnic variations in the Canadian
family.

of thé different ethnic groups in Cana&a; the French-Canadians
have been the most extensiﬁely studied, for reasons which will be
discussed later., Most of the major studies on the French-Canadian
famiiy have originated from‘Quebec, so-called French Canada. However,
to date, very little attention has been paid to the French~Canadian
family outéide:of,its homogeneousfsetting,ui.e., in Canadian provincesv
other than Quebec. Thisvis pafticulariy-true of the French;Canadian
family in Western Canada. .

Researchers such as Miner, Hughes, and Garigue have provided
véluable descriptions of the French—Canadian family in.Québec.
iheir descfiptiOns have given insight into the reiationships between
#he French-Canadian family and its surrquﬁding community, roles and
relationships within the family, as well as the general attitudes
and values of French—Canadién people regarding issues ﬁhich are

related to family life. Also, various explanations of change within the

French-Canadian family have been put forth by these authors.




This study raises the duestion of whether the studies reported
are descriptive of the French-Canadian family, regardless of its
environment, ot whether these characfefistics Will vary, especlally |
when the French—Canadiaﬁ family is situated is a cuiturally
heterogeneous setting such as Manitoba.

The purposevof‘the study is three-fold: |
1) to contribute to the knowledge of the Frengh—Canadian family
outside of its major cultural'setting,

2) to investiga;e variations in tﬁe French;Canadian family due to
immediate envir;nment, i.e., rural vs..urban environment,
3) to compare findings with previously reported resegfch on the

French-Canadian family.

Statement of the problem

Rural-urban differences in the French-Canadian family have been
the topié of considerable debate among researchers in Quebec, as will
be seen in the réview'of literature. This study then attempts to di
distinguish between rural and urban family-~related attitudes of
French-Canadian adolescents invManitoba in order to identify
situational variatioﬁs, if any,.within_that particular component of
the French-Canadian family.

Specifically,. this study is a comparison of rural and urban
French—Cagadian adoleséents by sex with respéc; to their attitudes

toward courtéhip, marriage, and childrearing.




CHAPTER I

Review of literature

In reviewing the literature relevant to the study of the
.French-Canadian family, the following tooics will be considered in
logical sequence: |

1) a brief description of the "typical" North American family
as viewed by Sirjamaki (1947) and Udry (1971), |

2)'a consideration of sociological work on the Canadian
family, |

3) a review of early studios on theiFrench—Canadian family,

' 4) a discussion of two'selected theoretical models related

to the study of rural-urban differences,

5) a review of more recent French—-Canadian studies, focuoing

specifically on family-gelated issues.

The middle—-class family model

Literature on the famiiy in_ﬁorfh America has characteristically
focused ito attention on an "ideal-type" family, the typical American
family, "white, urbah, middle-class, Protestant" (Burchinal, 1964: 159).
However, studying fhe-North Americon family in relation to ao "ideal-type",
while heuriétically useful, can be misleading. Even in early American

history, the cultural backgrounds of the North American p0pu1atioo




evidenced great variation. Each immigrant family brqught to North America
the béliefs,'customs, and atﬁitudes of its native land, whichvstill
remain apparent today inbvarying degreesvamong North American families.
Turner (1970: 4) has stéted in this respect: "...actual family |
configurations are éeldom precise replicas of culture pafterns".
Nevertﬁeless, the defense of a generalized'approach to the study
of the North American faﬁily has been supported with the following
arguments: 1) many of the cultufes' which ﬁere brought .to Nerth America
have become assimilated, such that differeﬁces are more relative than
absolute and thus, éhefe afe sufficient commonalities to speak of
the "North American family",>2) alfhough it is limiting to speak of a
generalized entity, it is often necessary to so generalize in order to
assess the degreg and complexitymdf-social change. Because many factors
contribute to family change‘and bQCause it is undoubtedly true that these
factors are closély interrelatedgbthe respective influence of eachvof these
these factors is difficult-to measure. - Procedurally, it is more - |
convénient for the social scientist to speak of the American family
as possessinguhomogeneous.characteristics; consequently, the "tﬁpicai
middle-class family" model (Edwards, 1969; 4-6).
Although other auéhors have described the North American family,.
ﬁhe descriptioﬁs of Sirjamaki and Udry will be reviewed here. These
descriptions are not theoretical models and only serve to outline
prevalent family values in North American society. As will be discussed
later, such‘déscriptions of the "typical” Canadian fémily are at present

inadequate. This particular study attempts to investigate the




attitudes of members of'"atypical"~families, and thus a consideration
of whatis’ reported-as "typieal'fattly values- seems appropriate:~
Only those characteristics of the North American family which'afe
relevant to the vafiables under study wiil bé reviéwed.

Sirjamaki's "cultural configurations". One. illustrative.description

of the normative American family is that of John Sirjamaki (1947).
Sirjamaki outlines eight éets of norms thch are mgst‘prdminent in the
white, urban, middle-class, Protestant family. Of these, the following
are pafticularl& relevant to this study:

1) Marriage is the normal_way of 1ife fdr adult members of both sexes,
and marriage is defined as productive of personal happiness and

.satisfaction.

2) Marriage is based on love and free choice, i.e., "personal attraction",

(Sirjamaki, 1947: 466),

3) The ultimate criterion for judging the success of a marriage_ié the
pefsonal happiness of the husband and wife. The logical consequence is
that a relatively easy system of divorce is necessary to bélance a
marriage system wherein happiness is the criterion of success.

5) Childhood should be protected and prolonged. Children are physically
and emotionally depéndent on their parents and encouraged to be
self-centered.

6) Sex relationships should be confined to marriage. Premarital and
extramarital sexual experiences are condemned.

7) Husbands and wives should follow traditional roles, with men being.

expected to develop competence in occupational, social, and sexual




roles, and to support financiélly their wives and children. Women are

expected to be primarily mothers and hpmemakers, and to éater to the

needs of men. However, Sirjamaki (1947) adds thét there is a tendency .

toward increasing equaliﬁy for women, causing conflicting role

expectations for both men and women.

7) Emphasis on individual values in the family, i.e., "The family should

. exist for its membe;s rather than vice versa" (Leslie, 1967: 261).

Every member éhould.be'encouraged,to seek personal fulfillment.

Familistic values .are not very strong in the North American family.
Sirjamaki (1947) recognizés the fact that these norms do not

apply to all North American families. He is, as he says, only attempting

to "strike an average" (Sirjamaki, 1947: 465). It must also be kept in

mind that with change continuously occuring, Sirjamaki's norms may not

accurately describe the present vaiue,system Qf the North American family,

since almost 30 years have lapsed sincé»fhe publicatiogvof his work.

~ The need for revision may be particularly true iﬁ the aréa of marital

roles. In order :to verify this, one need only consider a ﬁore recent.

description of the North American family.

Udry's "belief systems". Udry (1971: 11-14) discusses four belief
systems whiéh he feels are shared by the majority of North Americans.
These are: 1) the Christian tradition, 2) democratic équalitarianism,

3) individualism, 4) secularism. These belief systems will nowvbe.
reviewed.
l.b The_dhristian tradition.

Although many Americans do not, in practice,'identify with




Christianity, many values currently assoéiatea with marfiage are the
result of the Christian influence in America. Some of these vaiues are
the permanence of marriage, monogamy, and the authority of men. .-
Furthermore, due to the Christién_iﬁfluence, child-bearing is encouraged
and sex outside of marriage‘is considered wrong.

2. Democratic equalitarianism.

The value of equality among all people bégaﬁ as a political value
but has extendedlto relatiohéhipg in the faﬁily, especially male-female
and parent-child relationshiﬁs. Equality of the sexes islemphasized |
and children also learn very early to éhallenge the authority of the
parents.

3. Individualism.

Individualism is a particularly strong value in America. Our society
fosters the development of the individuai personality and the
achievement of individual goals to the subordination of group and
family goals. This has brought about the wider acceptance of divorce
and the little concern for family traditions.

4. Secularism.

Udry (1971: 14) defines a "secular society" as "one in which there
is a generalized willingness to change social patterns and traditional
beliefs", as contrasted to a "sacred society, in which pedpie are -
reluctant and resistant to social change of any kind". This willingness
to accept change encourages.change'to-occur rapidlj in the society,
'thereby affecting and transforming family rélationships. |

Comparing and contrasting Sirjamaki's cultural configurations




with Udry's belief systems, one finds many common factors which
describe American family life. Both authors emphasize thevimpértance
of marriagé in our society. Sirjamaki speaks of marriage as being.
the ultimate life goal of both men and women, while ﬁdry relates
v marriage to the Christian influence with the consequent values of
permanence, mbnogamy, aﬁ&,the authority of men. The values described.
by Sirjaméki are those of love, free choice, and happiness in marriage.
vBoth authors relate American sexual values to the Christian tradition.‘
Both authors emphasizg the vélue placed'on childhood. Sirjamakib
explains divorce by relating it to fhe high vélue placed upon pérsonal
happiness in marriage, the logical consequence of failure to achieve
~happinessuin»marriageabeingvdivorce.— Udry, -however, relates divorce
to the value of individualism. >In essence, thé two authors’ explanations
are similar, as personal happiness is a component of the value placed on
individualism. Both authors emphasize the value placed on child-bearing
in American society. Lastly, both authors speak of male-female roles
in marriage. Sirjamaki (1947)\describes traditional roles whilg
recognizing that changes were faking placé téward gfeater equality at
the time. Udry's (1971) analysis reflects. the changes that have taken
place in male-female relationships and he stresses that marriage is
becoming a more equalitarian relationship in this respect, adding,
however, that conflict still exists between the traditional and‘modern
orientations. | | | |
In sum,. Sirjamaki and Udry are quiteAconsistent in their respective

descriptions of the North American family, although their works were




reportéd many years apart (1947/1971).

The Canadian family

Having briefly reviewed the value system of the "typical American »
family" as described by Sirjamaki and Udry, the question arises, *'How
does‘t#e Canadian family compare with the American family, and
furthermore, is there a "typical" Canadian family?". Because this
study is concerned with a particular segment of a Canadian ethnic family,
Freﬁéh—Canadian édolescents, tﬁe available literature on the Cénadién
family will be revieQed'so-as to‘prOVide a framework within which
the French—Canadian»family-canﬂbe-studied;' Because family systéms
are often closely related to societai structures, a selected
characteristic of Canadian society, culturai pluralism will also be
discussed. -

One characteristic which is frequently mentioned as a distinguishing
feature between Canadian and American society is cultural pluralism in
Canada. Ossenberg (1967: 202) says, "Unlike the'United'States, Canada
is a plural sdciety in almost every sense of the term'". Ossenberg
(1971: 124) defines a plural society as "a society which has beéomé
segmeﬁted in terms of diverse and discrete institutional systems
includingvthe'family, religion, and at times political and economic
systems. Canada is similar to many plural societies wherein the coneept
of the "mosaic" has been encoﬁ:aged and perpetuated. Pluralism is a

characteristic common to many of the former British colonies".
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Thus, whereas American society holds the "melting pot" ideal

(Arnold, 1970: 13), Canadian society has been frequently referred to aé
a "salad bowl" (Ishwaran; 1971: 19) or "mosaic" (Porter, 1965), Whérein
ethnic differences are encouraged and the preservation of these
differences is ppéitiveiy valued. In this respect, Canadian society
clearly distinguishes itself froﬁ American society which attempts

to assimilate its immigrants into the "American" way of life.

The above difference between tﬁe two societies is one which the
author feels has a notable bearing on family life, If families in.the
United States are encouraged by the melting pot ideal to adopt similar
value systems (Wrong, 1964), then it may be possible to describe the
"typical American family". The situation'iﬁ'Canada‘appears to be
quite different because ethnic families in Canada are able and therefore
likely to maintain their beliefs, customs, and traditions. It is
' difficult‘to describe specifically‘hOW‘this érocess works, but one could
surmisebthat rather than overt pressure to.preserve ethnic differences
in Canada, one finds a 1a¢k of pressure toward conformity that‘is fdund
in American society; As a consequence of this maintenance of cultural
differences; it becomes'very difficult to speak of the "typical Canadian
family". 1In fact; Elkin (1968: 92) states, "There is no one Cénadién
family. ... As the éeographieal setting and as the social class, religious,
ethnic, occupational, and other groﬁpings vary, so too do our families".
Apart from the viewpoint that there is difficulty in defining Wﬁat
being a Canadian means (Jacobson, 1971), pefhaps this is one reason

why a sociology of the Canadian family has not been developed.
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It musﬁ be noted that sociology in general has experienced slow
growth in Canada. Clark (l974)‘suggests that this may be due to the
strong British influence in the development of the Canadian social
sciences. While sociology in the Unitgd States has experienced a
tremehdous growth since 1920, rapid growth of sociology in Canada has
only taken place since 1960. it is quitg'understandable, thgn, that tﬁe
study of the family in Canada has lagged behind the study of the family
in the United States.

In some cases; the assumption has been made that the Canadian
family is similar to the American family (IShwaran,.1971). "This is
evident in the extensive use of Amefican textbooks in Canadian
universities.. However, in recent years,-efforts have-been made té
encourage and integrate research on the Canadian fémily (Elkin, 1968;
Ishwaran, 1971)f Still, research into the Canadian family has only»
recentl& gained momentum. Ishwaran gives three reasons for this;

1) -Canada is a younger nation than the United States and has dnly recently
gxpgriepced problgms~which would generate’family sociology, 2) Canada's
immigration policy has ensured that tensions between ethnic gréups do .

not explode as in the United States, 3) because sociology tends to be
problem-oriented, ethnic groups do not get studied until a problem_
arises, e.g., the French-Canadians. Ethnic groups iﬁ Canada are more
autonomous thén in the United States. As a result of the limited
research in the area, Canada is thought of as being mainly bicultural.

It is difficult, for the reasons tendered earlier, to speak of

the English-Canadian family. Vallee and Whyte (1968; 850) support
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this statement by saying, "An entity called English-Canadian society
probably exists, but only in the minds of those whovlack.a substantial
knowledge of the whole of Canada". Because such a large number of.
ethnic groups comprise "English-Canadian society", it is therefore '
difficult to generalize about the English-speaking faﬁily.- However,
Schlesinger (1972: 4-6) attempts to describe families in Canada, and
outlines a series of characteristics of Canadian families, which are
similar to those noted of the American family. Some of these
characteristics are: personal (vs. social) interests in marriage,
acceptance of divorce, equation of love and sex (whether Within.marriage
or not), the trend toward sexual equality of men' and women, emphasis on
children's rights, loss of productive functions in the-family, high
church membership‘as well as loss of power of the churches in
instilling moral values and lastly, high.family mobility. Schlesinger's
account is.high1y~generalized and. certainly not descriptive of many .
segments of the Canadian population. Furthermore, Schlesinger does
not indicate the sources of his generalizations and it is therefore
difficult to assess the accuracy of his statements. However, it
must be noted that Schlesinger's book was not intended as a summary of
the research done on the Canadian family, but rather as a source book
for students (high scnooi) in family life. ,
Recent attempts have been made to describe the Canadian family
on the basis of census information (Rubat and Thornton, 1974). of
relevance to this study is the dramatic decline in rural farm populatlon

in the prairie provinces, as evidenced by 1971 census data.
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Kubat and Thornton (1974) also point éut that éénsus data indicates
that the stereot&pe of the large Quebec rural family is no longer
valid. The authors also report a recént trend toward early marriage
and slight age differences between marriage partners; with the median
ége of first marriage béiﬁg 23,5 years for males and 21.4 years for
females (Kubat and Thornton, 1974: 87).

To tﬁe author's knowledge, fhere are no other recenﬁ works which
have attempted to describe a "typical Canadian family" in terms of
- roles and relationships within the family, common values held by
Canadian families, etc. Certainly‘as stated by Ishwaran (1971: 6), the-
French—~Canadians have received fhe most extensive considerationvin
socioiogical“literature. There ‘are several reasons for this:.

‘1).théir'ethn1C'solidarity~is supported by a common language and
religion. Wrong,(1964: 25) say#; VErencﬁ-sﬁeaking Canédians are a good
deal more cultufally homogeneous than_eithef Americans or‘English;speaking"
Canadians"; - |

2) another factor is thatﬂFrench—Canadians in Canada are fairly
geog;#phically isolated. Aithough French-speaking Canadians are found
in all parts of Canada, the majority are residents of Quebec. Thus,
many French—Canadian studies have eminate& from Quebec;

3) French-Canadians in Canada have received ﬁorg privileges in the
conStitufibn than other ethnic groups and by law, they have been
guaranteed the préservatibn of their 1anguagé and:religion, i.e., the
system of bilingualism, with French being one of the official languages.

Therefore, it could be said that the preservation of French-Canadian
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culture has 5een facilitated in Canada, and thefeby, French-Canadians
| have remained to date the most solid and distinct ethnic group in
Canada. |

Quebec, of course, is the cultural homeland df French~Canadians.
Consequently, Quebec is frequently referred to as French Canéda. However,
to equate French Canada with Quebec is somewhat misleading, in light
of the distribution of French-speaking people across Canada. This study
focuses on French—Canadiané outside of Quebec, thereby'attempting to
contribute to a.wider knowledge of the French-Canadian family.

Sincé the majority of research hasAbeen done in Quebec, these
studies will be considere& first, after which the studies from western
Canada will be reviewed. The major works will be presented in the time
sequendé in whiéh they were done. Thus the early studies will be

followed by the more recent studies.

Early studies on the French-Canadian family

The early French-Canadian studies give insight‘into the traditibnal
values held by the French-Canadian family. Alth;ugh one can expect
that French-Canadian family values have changea since the early studies,‘
as;family values in general héve changed (Pérsons, 1955), these studies
are relevant in that some of the traditional French-Canadian family
values are being tested in this research. In reviewing the early

studies, only those characteristics of the French-Canadian family which

are relevant to this study will be discussed.
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Gerin's work. The first sociological studies in French Canada began

as an interest in the rural aspect of the French-Canadian culture.

Leon Gerin (1971), a pioneer iﬁ the study of Freﬁch—Canadian society,
described French—Canadians as basically.a rural ‘society.1

Gerin (1971 32 54—5) describes French Canada as the "stronghold of the
family" with the two leading institutions being the family and the

Roman Catholic Church. According to Gerin (1971: 43), the mother was the
"ruler of the household" in the habitant? family. The family was the
main educational institution in St. Irenee, impafting traditions and
rules of social behaviour'to the children. Formal education was

neglected and individual effort was not emphasized.

Miner's work. Other researchers have also described French Canada
as a rural society. Miner's account of St. Denis, a French-Canadian
parish in rural Quebec, is a "descriptiqn of the>old rural
French—Canadian folk éulture in its 1éast altered form" (Miner, 1939:
VII Preface). The terrifory definéd by parish boundaries was the center
of social life including religious, civil, and economic activities.

At the core of the rural life was the family unit in which all members.
shared responsibility and cooperatéd toward the ultimate goal of

family unity. Large families, averaging ten children were common,

1. It must be noted that, although the above cited article was published
in 1971, Gerin's work dates back to the beginning of the 20th century.

2. The term "habitant" refers to "a settler or descendant of a settler
of French origin belonging to the farming class in Canada" (Webster, 1967).
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one of the suggested reasons being the neéd for 1aboqr on the farm.
Also, the Roman Catholic doctrine encouraged large families._ In this
context, the importance of religion in St. Denié cannot be overlooked an
- and will be further discussed in a subseéuent chapter.

In St. Denis, family unity was exemplified by extensive kinship
recognifion. ‘Children married according to their parents' wishes?
usually with members of the family's social circle. When a child was
born, the godﬁarent was usually a famiiy member, again-a manifestation
of family solidarity.

Child-rearing in St. Denis was largely th; responsibility of the
mother. Although the birth of another child meént an added burden for
the mother, it was dsually welcomed by the father because it meant
aﬁ additionai helping hand. A child began to participate in the
religious and economic life at the age of six. At home, the boys
occupied separate'bedroéms from the girls'and_the'sexes were also
segregated in schools. Ideally, interest in the opposite sex should
only occur when one was ready for marriage.

One of thé salient characteristics of St. Denis was its homogeneity
of religioué affilijation. Since there was hardly any contact with other
Christian expressions,_Rpman Catholic doctrines were aécepﬁed without
question or contradiction; Children were téught the religious doctrines
early and these beliefs formed the basis of the rules of conduct.

Says Miner (1939: 945, "The religion is the focal pqint of a body of
sentiments concerning correct soqial‘behaviogr". To conform meant the .

reward .of heaven and nonconformity meant the threat of hell. Religion
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in St. Denis provided justification for the hard rural life (heaven
aé a reward)1 and also provided for social ﬁnity in that all the

inhabitants participated in the religious ceremonies.

Hughes's work. Another study which confirms Miner's views of
French~Canadian society is that of a Quebec industrial town,
Cantonville (ﬁughes, 1943). Hughes (1943: 2) describes Quebec people
as "people of a somewhat rural cast of mind and with a close-knit
traditional cﬁlture". Although Fpench—Canadians are no lornger |
predominantly an agricultural people,.Hughes suggests that they are
rural in spirit. HughesAdescribes family characteristics in Cantohville
which are similar to that in Miaer's.aééount, such as strong familism
among Erench—Canadians. Says Hughes (1943: 57), "Every family acts'asi
a»lobby for its members. The French—Canadian in public iife feels this
pressure to provide for friends, relatives, andvfrench-Canadians".l In
Cantonville, it was faken for granted that Catholicism.and‘French-Canadian
culture wenf hand in hand. According to Hughes, although life in
Cantonville differed from that of St. Denis, the éhanges did not
indicate a wegkening of valued traditions or an adoption of "Engliéh"
ways.

One detects.in the wqus of Gerin, Miner,'aﬁd Hughes, a commgn

concept of French-Canadian society, i.e., that of French Canada being

1. One is reminded of Weber's (1963) observation that the "reward of
heaven" held special appeal for those whose lives held little promise
of earthly rewards, as was probably the case with the habitant of

- St. Denis. ’
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a rural society. . In an attempt to categorize different societal patterns,
many social theorists have developed dichotomies of ideal societal
types; for example, Tonnies's Gemeinschaft—Gessellschaft model

and Redfield's folk-urban continuum.

" Theoretical models

As a means of integrating the writings of Gerin, Miner, and Hughes,
it may be useful to compare and contrast their findings witﬁ regard to
the French Canadian family in terms of such a model. In this reSpéct,
Redfield's (1947) concept of the folk society seems particularly
appropriate. Thé folk societj is the polar opposité of the urban

: y
society. Redfield's folk-urban continuum takes into‘accounf the fact
thatino real society precisgly dempnstrates'the characteristics of a given
ideal-type society. . Furthermore, the simplicity of Redfield's model
makes it heuristically Wo;kable, as compared to 6ther more specific
societal subtypes which have been criticized widely for their pragmatic
meaninglessnéss (Martinda%e, 1960). Furthermore, Redfield (1971)
haslapplied his éoncept of the folk society.to Miner's account of
St. Denis. Redfieid (1971)'has refefred to French-Canadian society aé
a peasant society{'which isba middle point in_the continuum from the
most primitive to the mosﬁ complex societies. Because the folk—u;ban
continuum implies two folar opposites; a model of the urban society

will also be discussed. For this purpose, Wirth's theory of urbanism

will be reviewed. The parallel natures of the models developed by




Redfield and Wirth render them particularly useful to the study of
rural-urban differences.

Redfield's folk society. According to Redfield (1947: 293-308),

fhe ideal folk society has characteristics which can be summarized as
follows:

1) It is a small society containing few people who know each other
well and associate with each other over a long period of time.

2) The folk society is isolated; its members remain within their
territory and do not communicate with outsidefs; the people of a folk
society'resemble each other biologically and in their:patterns of
thinking and doing things.

3) A third aspect of the folk society is that it is nonliterate;
communication occurs by word of mouth ratﬁgr than books. |

4) There is.little-change in a folk society; young éeople follow the
same pattern of behaviour as the preceding generation; the members of
a folk society have a strong feeling of togetherness; they value
their mutual similafity as compared with "others".

5) In a folk society, there is little division of labour, éxcept
according to séx differences.

6) Thé folk society is ecopomically indepéndent; the people produce
what they consume and consume what fhey pro&uée.

7) A folk society possesses a culture, defined by Redfield (1947: 298)
as, "an organiza;ién or'integrationAof conventional understandings";
behaviour corresponds to the goals set by the culture.

8) Religion plays an important role_in a folk society: "Gaining a’

19
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livelihood takeé support from religion, and the relations of men to men
are justified in the conceptions held of thé supernatural world or in
some othér aspect of the culture" (Redfieid, 1947: 299).

9) In a folk society, there is no tendency to question traditions and
any attempt to do so is frowned upon.

10) Another characteristic of a folk society is the absence of formal
coﬁtracts or agreements.

11) Behaviour is personal; people have an intrinsic value rather than a
utility value.

12) Family and kinship groups are the core of a folk society; family
members exhibit strong,fémily solidarity.

13) Money does not exist in a folk society; monetary value is not
attributed to anything. | |

Wirth's theory of urbanism. In contrast to the folk society,

urbanism, which is most evident in cities but extends its influence
beyond the cities; has the following characteristics:

1) A‘city can be defined as'"a relatively large, dense and permanent
settlement of socially heterogeneous individuals" (Wirth, 1938: 8),‘

2) Urban populations are characterized by heterogeneity: "The city

has thus historically been the melting-pot of racés, peoples, and
cultures, and a most favorable breeding-ground of new biological and
cultural hybrids. It has not only tolerated, but rewarded individual
differences" (Wirth, 1938: 10).

3) Due to the wide range of indivi&ual variation in cities, individuals

become segregated spatially according to race, ethnicity, social class,
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etc. This weakens the sense of togetherness of the members of the
community.

4) Due to the large numbers of indiViduals in cities, the possibility

of knowing all other membérs personally is limited.

5) Social relations in the urban settiﬁg are "impersonal, éupérficial,
transitory, and segmental" (Wirth, 1938: lZ),in character. .

6) Acquaintances are utilitarian in nature and are related to the
specialized tasks'performed by individuals, especially in the oécupation
field. |

'7) Communication occurs indirectly, i.e., through representatives or
groups which speak for the general population.

8) Location of work and residence are separated, "for the pfoximity
of industrial and comﬁercial establishments makes an area both
economically and socially undesirable for residential pﬁrposes" (Wirth,
1938: 15).

9) Work relationships are characterized by close physical contact

but minimal social and emotional ties. This generates competition and
exploitation between individuals.

10) Instability and insecurity are accepted as normal by the urbanite.
11) There is no body of traditions to guide the individual in life.
Because living patterns are transitory, the.urbanite does noﬁ
establish a total conception of the city in which he can determine

his place.

12) The economic system of thg city 1is based on division of labor and

mass production. Thus individuals receive pecuniary rewards for
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their labor and this in turn gives‘them purchasing power to acquire
the mass-produced goods. 'Thus, the urban economy is éne of dependence,
not on particular persons, but on groups for the satisfaction of the,
life needs of its‘members.

13) The urban way of life is also assoéiatediwith the prevalence of
secondary rather than primary soéial relationships, weakened kinship

bonds and the decline in the social significance of the family.

""Application of the folk society model

In this séction, the characteristics of the folk society which are
directly relevant to the French-Canadian family as despribed by Gerin,
Miner, and Hughes wili be discussed. These are the_existende of a
distinct culture, the importance of religion, the tendency not to question
traditions, and the importance of the kin group.

One characteristic of the félk society typolOgy is that itvposséssés'
a distinct culture. Frehch—Canadian cuiture is difficuit, if not |
impossible, to separate from religion. .Because these tﬁo factors_aré."
closely linked, they will be diécussed together, According to Redfield
(1947: 298), the French~Canadian peoplé of St. Denis had a distinét
‘culture which Redfield has defined as "aﬁ drganization or integration -
of conventional understandings". The:Réman'Catholic faith which wés
shéréd by'all.tﬁe people formed a fundamental philosophy of life
which either sanctioned or censored most behaviour. In Cantonyille,'

Hughes (1943: 124) observes, "Even in the more secular organizatioms,
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Catholicism and French-Canadian culture are taken for granted".

Although the population in Cantonville was not as homogeneous as that of
St; Denis, the main ethnic element was French-Canadian. To illustrate.
the cloée relationship between French~Canadian culture and the

Roman Catholic religion, Hughes (1943: 119) speaks of the
English-Catholics as "oqe—dimenéional Catholics"., To be truly a part

of the community in Cantonville; one had to be both French and Catholic,
as most social organizations catered to this gréup. -Even the Catholic
schools strongly promoted the French culture such that English Catholics
could feel no more at home in the Catholic schools than in the
English—-speaking non-Catholic schools. The important role of religion
which is characteristic of a folk society is clearly seen in the works
of Gerin, Miner, and Hughes. Gerin (1971) refers to the people's

belief in the priest's supernatural péwers (;elatéd to sacramental
powers) and consequently their high regard for him. His role as a’
counsellor in all matters demonstrated his high status in the parish.

In St. Denis, the habitant's life was seen to lead from the secular

to the sacred. In leading a hard rural life, the habitant hoped to
achieve the reward of heaven. Thus, religion provided the
Frenéh—Canadians with "something to live for" (Redfield, 1971: 60).

The importance of religion among French-Canadians was also noted by |
Hughes (1943). 1In Cantqnviile, schools were divided according to
religion. The Sunday mass was an "important community ceremonial
(Hughes, 1943: 93), and thé parishes had numerous auxiliary associations

which were subdivided by age groups, aﬁd for women, by-their marital
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status.

Another characteristic of the folk society is the temndency not
to question traditions. Any attempt to do so is usually frowned upon
by others. With respect to this characteristic, Gerin says very little.
Nevertheless, he mentions that some of the folkloric conceptions had been
partly lost in the interval bétweén 1920 and 1929 when he visited
~St. Irenee. Miner, in his discussion of St. Denis, éays that béliefs
were rarél&,questioned, one reason béing that the people had no contact
with people of other faiths. Miner (1939: 91) adds, "Life in St. Denis
is a flow of traditional behaviour". The Cantonville study reveals
that changes have taken place, but even when confronted with different
beliefs, the French-Canadian population has maintained its traditions,
eépecially in the religious sphére (Hughes, 1943).

Family and kinship groups are the core of a folk society. Family -
members exhibit strong family solidafity. Gerin (1971: 325‘refe:s to
Frencﬁ Canada as the "stronghold of the family". Miner speaks of the
cooperation between members of the rural family. Thé family members
- behaved as a unit in all matters. The extensive knowledge of one's
kin, as reported by Miner (1939), also bears witness to the iﬁportance

of the family._ Hughes (1943) also observed this pressure among.ﬁhe
French-Canadian people to provide for'kin,'even in the realm of
business.

. In summary, thén, it is evident that the habitant family»displéyed

some characteristics'of the ideal folk socieﬁy. VThe French—Canadién :

family had a unique culture which guided every member's behaviour
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throughout life. Religion was of utmost importance énd closely woven
into the French-Canadian culture. The religion was the repository
and the guarantor of French-Canadian tradition. Family and kinship
solidarity was prevalent. Considering the above characteristics,
it becomes evident why Redfield applied the folk society model to rural
French-Canadian society. | |

In the following section, the merits of the apﬁlication of the
folk society model to French Canadién society will be discussed on the

basis of the writings of Garigue (1971), Rioux (1971), and Guindon (1971).

Critical analyses of the folk society model

Garigue's position. The concept of-French—Canadian society as a
folk society has been strongly criticized by Garigue (1971), who does
‘not believe that the concept is valid for applicétion to French Canada.
In Garigue's (1971: 123) words, "The use of arbitrary heuristic devicés
has come under criticism as experience has shown that they over-stress
the importance of the "ad hoc'" definition and minimize the relevance
of empirical data not related to the definitiqn". The use éf the
folk society concept, according to Garigue, fosters the view of
'Freﬁch—Canadian society as a peasant society, and thus change is
seen as a breakdown of the peasant society. Garigue favors the
concept of socio—culturél integration as an explanafion for change,
rather than the peasant society conceptcbeéause it draws attention to the

direction of change and the maintenance of continuity. Garigue thus
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’

presents data to support the model that he uses. He maintain; that
the establishment of towns preceeded the establishment of rural
settlements in New France. Moreover, Garigue claims that tﬁe rural
settlements were never isolated from the larger centers. The seignorial
system of land settlement prevented cultural differentiation between
the towns and the rural areas. The central parish system of the
Catholic Church prevented the growth of cultural variations between
cqmmunities. The Church was a powerful factor in maintaining.-cultural
homogeneity between the rural and urban areas, according to Gafigue,
partly due to its effort in maintaining a unified Catholic group, all |
of which Weré also French~Canadians, the ohly such grAup in North
America.

Speaking of présent—day French Canada, Garigue (1971) says that
most traits found invrural communities are als§ common in towns. The
institutions of present—day'French—Canadian rural commﬁnities~can be
said to be integrated at the pfovincial aﬁd natioﬁal level rather than'
the community level. With respect to this statement, Garigue iooked
at the relationship between religious and political activities in
several communities-and found -that generally the two spheres were-- -
distinguished from each other, although some confusion did exist as to
the definition of what was sacred or secular activity; For example,
although a priest did not actively make political decisions, his opinion

was a determining factorlinusuchfdecisions;l 'Garigue'hotes that this

1. Although Garigue is criticizing the folk society concept, this
statement seems to confirm Gerin's use of the example of the priest as a
counsellor in all matters as a folk characteristic.
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intermingling of'the religious and political activities was not a
rural trait per se, but rather a cultural trait of French-Canadians as
a whole.

Garigue agrees with the generally accepted sfatément that
rural—urBan differences exist. However, he rejects the assumption
that with rapid change from rural'to’ﬁrban, tensions and conflicts occur.
Garigue (1971: 135) suﬁmarizes his theoretiéal presenfation as follows:
"...rural-urban variations in French Canada operate within a single
cultural background. Impiicit in this statement is the assumption that
it is axiom#tic that the rural-urban dichotomy will show variations
due to differences in responses to the conditions of rural and urban
environments. However, the implicétioné of the variations are modified
according to the overall cultural hoﬁogeneity or dissimilarity.
Furthermore,;rural'communities in French Canada have never been
self-sufficient or functionally integrated systems at the level of the
commﬁnity. They have always been part of a wider social and cultural
system". |

Thus, Garigue (1971) believes that rural French-Canadian culture .
was merely a variation of a pervasive culture which was first
established in the towns. Consequently, because of the similarities -
between rur#l and urban ways of life, thg urbanization of rural areas

did not bring about notable tensioms.

Rioux's position. Rioux (1971), on the other hand, supports the
use of the folk-urban continuum in describing French-Canadian society.

Rioux favors the folk-urban concept to Garigue's (1971) concept of
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soclo-cultural integratioh as a theoretical framework for studying
French-Canadian society. By discarding ideal-type analysis, Garigue
does not compare his subjegt matter with other socio-cultural units,
says Rioux. Although he admits that_French Canada is a distinct entity
in many respects, he states that in certain ways, it also resembles
other societies. Rioux disagrees that French-Canadian sqciety_began )
with the éstablishment of towns. He maintains that Frénch—Canadian
settlers were formerly French peasants, and because;culture is long
.1asting, the peasant way of life could not disappear merely with
settlement in a new 1énd. Whereas Garigue attacks the use of the

folk society concept in relation to rural French-Canadian society
because of its suggestion of isolation of rural communities, Rioux
defends Redfield's description of French-Canadian society as a peésant
society, because the term "peasant" does not imply total isplatibn.
Thus, in hif discussion of Garigue's statements, Rioux uses the word
"folk" as being synonymousbwith Redfield's expreséion "peasant".

Rioux agrees with Garigue's statement of slight rufal—urban
variations, but maintains that the population as a whole was folk
rather than urban. Rioux quotes the conflicts related to church
building in French Canada as evidence of the importance of religion,
which is a folk characteristié, "for sﬁch féuds can take place only in a
culture in which the sacred is a dominant cultural feature" (Rioux, 1971:
169—170); Rioux cites other traits of the French-Canadian society which

support the use of the folk society concept, such as the high birth rate

from 1760 to 1850 (under English domination),band the illiteracy of the
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habitant. Only about 10/ of the inhabitants during the English regime
had learned to read and write.

In sum, however, Rioux admits that demographic urbanization has
taken place in French Canada, but he is not so convinéed that
cultural urbanization has taken Place at the same pace. Although
French~Canadian society has experienced a cultural lag : (Shay, 1950),
Rioux maintains that the culture has evolved and'become more
differentiated. Rioux concludes that culturalburbanization is still
taking place and that with time, French—Canadian society will become .
more similar to other urban societies.1

Guindon's position. Another author, Hubert Guindon (1971) has

refuted three of Garigue's criticisms with regard to the use of the
folk society concept.

In the first place, Guindon maintains that Gerin and his
supporters used the folk society concept with a thorough knowledge
of French~Canadian soc1ety, contrary to Garigue's statement. Secondly,
although Garigue claims to have disproved Gerin's hypothesis of
relationship between land and family, Guindon stresses that Garigue's
data were not refined enough to make‘such a claim. Thirdly, Miner
and Hughes did not postulate cultural conflict due to industrialization
as suggested by Garigue, says Guindon.‘

Although Guindon (1971) has criticized Garigue rather emphatically,

1. It must be noted that Rioux's article was first published in
Contributions ‘a 1'etude des sciences de 1' homme, IV (1959), PpP. 144-159,
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he does recognize the limitation of the folk society concept.
French-Canadian society is not totally represented in the parish as
described by Miner (1939). Therefore, in focusing on the parisﬁ,
Miner may have omitfed some of the important aspects of
French-Canadian society as a whole. Guindon (1971: 151) still
believes, however, that "the pérish was the pivot of the rural
organization", and that there was merit in Miner's use of the parish
as a unit for analysis.

Summary. Ggrin, Minér and Hughes'haVe viewed French-Cénadian _‘
society as a rural society. Redfield (1947) has applied his folk—urﬁan
cqntinuﬁm to Freﬁch—Canadian society, basing his comparison on Miner's
work. The use of the folk society modelihas been severely criticized
by Garigue (1971). Rioux (1971) and Guindon (1971) have réfuted
Garigue's argumehts,,aﬁajhave'tended:tO“ﬁavor the félk-society-éondeﬁt_
to Garigue's concept éf socio-cultural integration. The controversy
about rural-urban differences in French-Canadian society has led the
author to investigate suchvdifferences in the present study,

Certainly, French-Canadian society is no longer predominantly
rural and the folk characteristics which have been discussed may
no longer be applicable to the French-Canadian family, as they were in
early French—Canadian studies. More recent'studies have focused on
the French-Canadian family in the urban setting. Thus, Wirth's (1938)
theory of urbanism will be used as a model for the di3cussion of the |
urban Frenéthanadian family. " In the following.section,‘recent studies

related to the urban French-Canadian family will be discussed.




31

" Recent studies

More recent studies have looked at the nature and the extent of
changes in French-Canadian society. Of particular interest to this
study are the changes with regard to family life. Authorities generally
agree that the French-Canadian family has been traﬁsformed witﬁ
industrialization and urbanization (Elkin, 1968). According to
Moreux (1971: 127), "With the passing of the traditional rural order,
however, the French-Canadian nuclear family, like the nuclear family
under urban impact in many parts of the'wo:ld has lost, or is losing,
many of its‘traditional functions". 1In this section, the focus will
be on the extent and the nature of chaﬁgQS»in the family and its related
aspects in French-Canadian society.

Falardeau (1971: 107) asks the following questions with regard_td
contempbrary French-Canadian society: "What traditional institutioms,
if any, have remained untouched? Which have been transformed? Which
- have been forgotten or utterly.discarded?» What new structures have been
imported or created in anticipation of, and in responsé to new
situations?". With respect to the family, Falardeau states that the
greatest proportion of French-Canadian families are now sevéral |
generations away from tﬁe rural e#perience.. Consequently, their
behaviour reflects a mixXture of adherence to traditional norms and a
desire to adoﬁt "emancipated" behaviour. It has been found that family
size, although still rathef large in rufal communities, tends to

decrease in larger cities, especially in upper-class suburban areas
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(Charles, 1948). More recent data indicate that the decline in birth -
rate is becoming § generalized trend in Quebec. It has also been
reported that families of French—Canadian industrial workers have shifted
away from the characteristic solidarity of the rural éociety
(Tremblay, 1951). Falgrdeau (1971: 116) states that, "EQualitarian and
" democratic-minded family units have substituéd themselves for families
of the traditional'authqritarian, quasi-patriarchal type...". Certainly,
the fural population has declined‘in Quebec as it has.in other areas.
Fewer peéple are employedbin the agricultural industry and the natufe
of the industry haéﬁchanged. In Falardeau's (1971: 119)’Words,
", ..the farmers...are now thinning out into a residual, well—to—do‘
and businesslike social category". Falardeau also describes
French-Canadian middle-class families as_showingberratic behaviour with
respect to values, It seéems that some families hold the traditional
idedls identifying with the eclergy as*wéil as spiritdal and intellectual -
endeavours while others have a more secular orientation with emphasis
on materialistic values.‘ Referring to the importance of the ctergy,
Falardeau mentions that most of thg recruits for the religious
institutionsméomevfrom the working class and recently urban families;
the upper middle classeé suppiy very few recruits.
According to Taylor (1971: 273),V"Fren¢h—Canadiané in an urban
environment céntinue to respond to symbols and apply the values
estaﬁlished in a different settingf. This orientation is seen in

French-Canadian businessmen: "The spirit of independence and

self-sufficiency, the emphasis of the personal element in relationships,
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the importance of the family as the focus of activities and aSpirations,
the security éomplex, all reinforced through generations of peasant'“
life in the small world of the parish, show themselves plainly in the
responses of présent—day Frenéh—Canadians in situations very different
from that in which these characteristics were establiéhed", Even for
the French—-Canadian biisinessman in-an industriai settiﬁg, the

security of the family came first and foremost. Every indiﬁidual is
ascribed a particular status'accbrding td his family membership and
family members are given priorit& with régard-to certain roles.

In looking at Quebec's middlé class, Brazeau (1971) says that
between 1950 and 1960, attendance in grades 9 to 12 more than doubled
and beyond grade 12 increased by more than 50%. The process of change
with regard to education had thu;'beguh; prior to this, education was
fhe privilege of the selected few. Brazeau (1971: 326) comments,

"Our research points to the fact that French-Canadians now are using
the educational ladder for personal promotion".

B Dumont and Rocher (1971) iﬁdicate that'thé ideology of a Catholic
French Canada still held true in 1961, as well as thé_élerical spirit
and the theocratic strﬁCture of Quebec; Accérding’to'the authors,
V(Dumont and Rocher, 1971: 192), however, "this unitary consciousness

is becoming less clear...Conseduently, relations between the social and
the religious, the clergy and the laity, have been rapidly transformed".
Dumont and Rocher.also point out that the sacred and the secular are

becoming_mdre.distinct-in several domains. Although in 1961, higher

education was still administered by the clergy, lay people were
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increasingly becoming part of the personnel in colleges and universities.
The authors also discuss the growth of indifferences to the Church in
Quebec. This phenomenon is mére prevalent in urban than in rural éreas,
and in urban areas, it can be observed_ig variousvsegments of the
populatioﬁ. AAlthough the phenoménon is not easily observable due to
the large numbers that Still practice the faith, Dumont and Rocher (1971)
claim that it is becoming increasinglj evident that the French population
is no longer religiously homogeneous.

Henripin (1971: 204) states that, "Economic_evolﬁtion, ufbanization,
spread of knowledge, techmical progress, héve'greétly modified individual
‘and family life as well as the social enviromment” in French—danadian
society. Theée factors, according to.the author,lhave-affected the .
observance of the formal moral rules and consequently have.also
altered demographic pattérns.m The high fertility of French—Canadign‘-
women during colonial days was attributed to.the fact fhat childfen
wefe economic assefs and the need fdr families to protect themselves
against enemies, the Indians and the English, in thatvperiod. Although
Henripin admits that it is difficult to determine: when voluntary
birth control began in French—Canadian_society,.there seems to be
evidence that suggests that this odcured very late. The fertility of
Quebec farm women in 1951'seemed as high as that of the 18th century.

According to Enid Charles (1948), the effect of urbanization on the .

1. Bill 60, proposing the institution of a Ministry of Youth and
Education was presented in the Quebec legislature on June 27th, 1963.
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fertility of women in Montreal in 1941 was noticeable for young women
only. The present situation, according to Henripin (1971), using 1961
census data; is somewhat different. A change in marital fertility
implies a change in the philosophy of life. Thé present change in the
area of marital fertility indicates a trend toward.the control of
nature, rather than an acceptance of ﬁature. Voluntary bifth control
seems to become more‘effective as the wife gets older, according to
Henripin (1971). Enid Charles (1948) showed that education and
rural—urbaﬁ residence were importént factors with regard to fertility
among French—Canadiéns. Henripin's work (1971) shows that, in Montreal,
marital fertility was only half-thét of farm feéidents. One study
conducted by Keyfitz (1953) sought to establish whether the size of
French-Canadian families was a function of diffusion from the English,
i.e., the ﬁore English-Canadians in the vicinity, the lower the
French-Canadian birth rate. However, Keyfitz found not .such relationShip
and concluded.thét.the,hrucial vafiable.remained urbanization.

.Another-important factor in looking at French-Canadian fertility
is the lower nuptiality of French~Canadians than Eﬁglish—Canadians. |
Henripin (1971) suggests several reasons for this: 1) the reluctance
to use birth conﬁrol with the attached conseduence of financial stress
imposed by having a family, 2) the impossibility of divorce, and
3) the less favorable economic éonditions.

Henripin also states ﬁhat a reiafively high proportion of
French—Canadians belong to socio-economic classes that normally have

large families. The religious and cultural characteristics of
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French-Canadians also play an important role in French;Canadian
fertility. High fertility among French-Canadians causes two major
problems according to Henripin. 1In the first place, the inverse:
relationship between large famiiies and higher educatgon and social
mobility is a major pfoblem. Henripin étates that a relétively great
proportion of the French-Canadian labour force have lower class
occupations. He attempts to explainvthe French-Canadian stand on
birth control. The obvious,explanation,fpf course, is adherence to
thé Roman Catholic Church's moral law which emphasizes the "priority
of the creative forces over méterial comfort even to the realm of
procreation" (Henripin, 1971: 215). Secondl&,.reluctance to use
.Birth céntrdl has been seen as a reaction to prevent the ethnic group
from disappearing. In spite of their relative reluctance to use
birth control, French—Canadians are obviously nevertheless "straying
from the narrow path" (Henripin, 1971: 216). This is evideﬁt from
the latest statistics on the birth rate in Quebec.l

In his book, The Family in Canada, Elkin (1964) summarizes the

research on the French-Canadian family. With regard to the latter,
Elkin cites two major works, that of Philippe Garigue (1970) and that
of Marc-Adelard Tremblay and Gerald Fortin (1963). These works will

be discussed in the following section.

1. 1In 1971, the birth rate in Quebec was 14.8 per 1000 population, as
compared to the national birth rate which was 16.8 per 1000 population
(Health and Welfare Canada pamphlet).
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All authorities agree thaf urbanization and industrialization
have bréuéht about transformations in the French—Canadiaﬁ family,
although not all agree as to the effect of these'changes. Rather
than emphasizing the cultural differences between the rural and
urban French-Canadian families, Garigue (1970) stresses the cultural
homogeneity between the two segments qf the population. He rejects
the notion of cultural disintegration.és a consequence of urbanization:
in French Canada. Rejecting also the concept of Frgnch—Canadian cuiv
culture as a remmant of preindustrial times-and that of the Roman
Cafholic Church as a static power in relation to the family, Garigue
maintains that the French-Canadian family has internal resources

which have enabled it to change in accordance with societal changes.

Garigue's study. Garigue's study is of particular value because

of its descriptive analysis §f relationships within the family.
Garigue's (1970: VII Preface) sample consisted of 228 families:1
29 rural farm, 53 rural non-farm, and 136 urban. Selected findings
from his study will be reviewed»in detail in this section because of
their direct relevance to this study. These are:. |
1. Sex role distribution in the French—Canadianbfamily.

Garigue's (1970) results show that one of the main charactéristics

of the French-Canadian family is the pfecise distribution of roles

and responsibilities. The responses of men and women in his study were

1. The above distribution and total were reported by Garigue (1970).
He did not explain how the total was computed.
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almost unanimous, The‘roles and responsibilities of men and womén

in the family were viewed by the subjects as being cpmplementarYa
Authority, the duty to punish, protection, and economic -support were
considered to be a man's role; the welfare of the family, recreation, '
education, and the children were the responsibilities of the wife. The:
'notion of complementarity, however, does not imply equal status between
the husband and wife. 1In this respect, it is thé wife who complements
the husband and not vice versa. Becausé of his higher status, then,
the man assumes the authority, although it is widely acknowledged

that there are areas in famlly life where the man has no real authority.1
Normatively, though the man has final authorlty, even 1n'actiV1ties
that are specifically feminine. The father's authorlty is linked to
the emotional distance between father and children in that for the
father to exercise authority, he must,nnt be too close to the children.
The authority of the father is at a maximum during adolescence.
Thereafter, the young people become fairly free, although the girl
remains under parental connrol until she getsimarried. The idea of the
authority of -the man, however, does not exclﬁﬂésthé'idéa of cooperation

between husband and wife in certain tasks. With regard to the wife's

1. This type of family situation gives rise to the question concerning
the differences between acknowledged and actual power based on
communication networks in the family. There is theoretical reason to
believe that, "the more unequal the authority of the father in the
family, the more powerful the offsetting dominance arising out of the
centrality of the mother" (Turner, 1970: 123).
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role, subordination to the husband seemé to be accepfed. When the
husband is absent from homé, the wife is ﬁis delegate and derives
her authority from him rather than act out of het own authority. Thus,
the man has ascribed authority while the woman has influence, depending
on her personal skills. The authority of the father is clqsely linked
to his ability to provide adequately for his family. One is reminded
here of Parsoﬁ‘s (1955: 47, 317—319)>definition of instrumental and
expressive roles in the family. |

With regard to tasks, sex differenfiation seems to operate quite
distinctly in the French-Canadian family. The husband works outside
the home and tends to hbusehold repairs Whiie thé wife looks after the
children and does the housework. This differentiation stems from a
fundamental view of the‘naturg_of man and woman. Man is regarded as
having strength 6f character and able to face ;ife's prqblems. Woman, .
on the other hand, is‘regafded a being more emotional and her first
cdncern is aésﬁmed to be the welfare of her family. Further, the
husband is also expected to be the str;ngth which balances his wife's
weaknesses. Only when she is tired or sick, does hé take over
household duties. The wife also acts as a mediator in family
relationships. Turner (1970: 123) has suggested that, "The greater thé
father's authority, the less the children are likely to make requests
directly to him". |

Briefly, the wife's role is that of supporting‘ahd pleasing her
husband. After the birth of children, the.French-Canadian- woman

considers her role as mother to be just as importaﬁt as that of wife.
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The role of mother tends to become more important as the number of
children increases and with the length of married 1ife. Being a mother
is a wqman's main vocation. Marriage and motherhood are closely linked
and for the French~Canadian woman, a cogple's life is not complete
without children.’

2. Parent—child relationships.

In studying.parent—chiid relationships in the French-Canadian family,
Garigue found that children show a strong preference for the mother.
Emotional relationships Withiq the famiiy éhow elements of confidence
toward the mother, and respect mixed With>agressiveness toward the
father; This difference is especially visible in father-son
relationships. This relétionship seems to be éharacterized by lack
of spontanéity, by formal respect or by admiration alternated with
rejection of paternal éﬁthority.> On the other hand, mother-son
relationshigsfare more emotional and indicated preference for the
mother. The girl also receives the same kind of atﬁention as hér
brother, but the fathervis more demonstrative toward his daughter
than his son. After marriage, it seems that the husband becomes closer
to his wife's parents than vice versa. |

With respect fo chiid—rearing practices, 60% of the families used
physical ﬁuﬁishment as the normal and fhe'main method of punishment
(Garigue, 1970: 80): - Physical punishment was used for certain‘
béhavioursAénd mainly fér young children.

3. Kinship ties.

With respect to kinship ties, Garigue (1970) found rural-urban
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differences with respect to behaviour toward kin. The major differenee
was the frequency of contact. The density of the kin group in the

small community is greater. However, aecording to Garigue;'lack Qf
density does not seem to weaken to any great extent the importance
attached to the kin group among urban French—Cenadians. The difference
seems to be expiained by the ﬁumber of kin in a given area (often higher
in rural areas) rather than a different perception of the importance

of the kin group between rural end urban French-Canadians.

4. Influence of religion.

Garigue (1970) found that family values and religious values were
closely linked. The two elements can not be separated from behaviour.
Although it is not possible to say that the family life of .
French—Canadians is identified with religion, it is certain.that family
values are strongly influenced by religious practices and by the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church with regard to family behaviour.
There is a close relationship between certain family values and the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church with regard to marital duties.
In spite of the importance of religious beliefs with regaée to familial
behaviour, there are areas of family behaviour which are not directly
influenced by religion. |
5. Love and marriage.‘

To the Ffench—Canadian, marriage is a confirmation of adult status.
‘Marriage is a normal state for the woman, and consequently, the
unmarried woman is considered a failure. Marriage is not an end in

itself, but its importance rests in its function: the foundation of a
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" new family. The choice of a mate occurs within the framework of certain
definitions of education, religion, and ethnic group. The cultural
orientation toward marriage predisposes the Freﬁch-Canadian to a
personal choice within the 1imits of certainvnorms. Garigue mentions
that in 1951, oné out of eight Frepéh—Canadians in'Canada married oufside
their ethnic group, while in Quebec, pnly onevout of twenty did'so.1
Parental influence in mate selection is rather indirect. Family
discussioﬁs regarding the future mate reflect the acceptance or
lack of acceptance of the pefson. .Aithough parental influence is quite
strong, French—Canadian parents do not directly choose their children's
mates. In some cases, the kin group‘has}been known té influence the
selection of a mate. More or less consciously, the choice of a mate
is institutionalized by nbrms Which.favor tﬁe establishment of family
life in which the notions of responsibility, motherhood as a vocation,
and service to others predominaté. Garigue's (1970) analysis also
shows that young people tend to accept the influence ofbthe family
group and even of the kin group and make a choice that conforms with
the established norms. The notion of freedomiof peréonal choice in
mate selection-is frequently preéentedias-a major~condition for marfiage.

"An expression‘frequently‘encbuntered is, "Ce qui compte, c'est de s'aimer"

(Garigue, 1970: 87).? There is reason to believe, however, that

1. The reason for this is evident; a greater field of eligible
French-Canadian mates would be available in Quebec than in the rest of
Canada.

2. This expression could be translated as "Love is what counts".
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this conception of love is not general among Fren;h—Canadians.‘ In many
cases, the notion of love is linked to the notion of family life and

not to the idea of love as a personal feeling. Love is identified with
family activities and especially with family responsibilities. There is
a £endency to maké concrete the concept of love by giving it a meaning
of service to others: "La famille, c'est 1'amour realise..." (Garigue,
1970: 88).2 ‘There exists a definite preference among French-Canadians
for a person that shows self-control, who is cautious even in moments of
strongvemotion.

These attitudes of French;CanadianS toward love are evident in
their atfitudes‘toward sex. Sexual intercourse is sufrounded With./
mystery and references to physical love are taboo in the family.

Sexual intercourse outside of marriage is regarded as a serious offence,
and even a sin. Sex education is very superficial and often avdided.

It is often obtaindd from persoﬁs other than pérents. The attitude

of Ffench—Canadians toward love and heterésexual relationships also
deriyes from their cultural orientation to the family. Thus it is
within the context of parental roles and husband and wife roles that

the question of loveAand heterosexual relationships is situated.
For'example, the birth of children is seen as the definite establishmeﬁt
of a family, consolidaﬁing the relationship between husband aﬁd wife

and the principal act of family responsibility.

1. A suitable expression would be, "The family is the realization of love".
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6. Birth control.

Their beliefs regarding birth control are rationalized as being
- for the gqod of the family. Freﬁch—Canadians prefer birth control
methods which are consistent with the teachings of the Church and which
demand a certain amount of self-control. There is a tendenéy among
French-Canadians to deny emotions, to adopt a 'reasonable" attitude
toward hetefosexual relationships and toward responsibility in
fémily valueé.

The work of Colette Moreux (1971) confirms many of Garigue's (1970)
statements. According to ﬁoreux, urbanism'has contributéd to a
recent transformatioﬁ in the F?enph—Canadian family. In relation to
the transformations in the French—Canadian family, Moreux (1971: 127)
states: "Thus, those who are now over 30 were brought up under the
aegis of the traditional béliefs and until about a decade ago, brought
up their own families in terms of thése bgliefs. One frequently finds
households where the older children would seem to have grown up |
without prdblems due,’apparently, to conformity with traditional beliefs,
while the youﬁger children and adolescents are caught up in the
crisis of transition from traditionaiism to modernity. Both iﬁ their
behaviour and in their spontaneous comments; those who live in the |
ambiguous crisis of transition from traditionalism to moderﬁity
revéal-their.active and indubitable involvement in traditionalisﬁ".
"Traditionalism" has been viewed as encompassing the following
orientation»variables: larée family size, authoritarian child-rearing

practices, narrow definition of the husband's role as instrumental
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and the wife's role as expressive, and strong opposition to divorce
~ (Hobart, 1973). The opposites of these variables afe referréa to by
Moreux (1971) as characteristics of the transition to modernity, |
while Hobart (1973: 71) refers to them as the "more emergent or
liberal perspective'.

In her stﬁdy,'Moreux (1971) eiamined the role of the young unmarried
woman and found that the prime importance of premarifal virginity
remains. Moreux also fouﬁd evidence of the double standard in .
heterosexual relationships. Although it is acceptable for a young
man to make sexual advances to a girl, it is the girl who bears the
responsibility and blame, should sexual relations occur. Moreux also
confirmed the importance of motherhood to the French—Canadién'woman,
and the emphasis placed on the mén's role as a breadwinner. Despite
her affifmation that confusion exists Between traditional and modern
values among Frencthanédians, Moreux (1971: 145) concludes, "Children
and adolesceﬁts in spite of their apparent deliberate opposition to
the models transmitted by adults, have themselves an unconscious

attachment to values similar to those of their parents".

Trembiay's and Fortinfs work. Anéther major work on the
French-Canadian family is that of Tremblay and Fortin (1963) who
studied salaried French-Canadian families in Quebec. Of particulaf
interest to this study is Trembléy's (1973) description of the
authority models in the modern French-Canadian family. Tremblay
describes husband-wife relations as being more democratic in some

respects, while remaining distinct in others. Decisions concerning
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the well-being of the entire family seem to be made jointly, while
husband and wife tend to retain their authérity in argés in which each
feels most competent. Says Tremblay (1973: 116), "The function of
providing economic security belongs‘to the father, that of affective
security, to the mother; the function of provider belongs to the
husband, that of the‘consumer, to the wife". Women seek to establish
their equality by working outside the home. However, the effect of
this on the authority structure of the French-Canadian family is not
known. A change in the authority structure seems to be partiéularly
evident in parent-child relationsf Tremblay (1973) reports such factors
as greater permissiveness in child-rearing, parents' recognition of
personality differences among children,-importanceadf~soeiélization
agencies other than the family, greater freedom of children to

express their own ideas and attitudes, etc.

Recent non-Quebec studies

To the writer's knowledge, only two studies have been carried
ocut-on the French-Canadian family in Manitoba.

Piddingtoﬁ's (1961) study of a farmipg community in Manitoba
confirms Garigue's (1970) study in demonstrating the wide range of
kinship awareness among French—Canadians. Referring to the
French~Canadian family, Piddington concludes that although‘a discrete
residential and economic unit, it is the center of a widely ramifying

constellation of kinship relationships. One factor which may cause
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an individual to become alienated from the kin group is marriage to a
person of a.different ethnic origin.> Differences in language, culture,
and religion may cause the alien spouse and his family to drift aWay
from French-Canadian associations. Like Garigue (1970), Piddington
disagrees that such factors as migration, urbapization, industrialization,
loss of economicAself-sufficiency in rural communities, and the economic
dominance of Anglo-American interests will méke,the French-Canadian way
of life disappear. According to Piddington, the fundamentél organizing
principles of the French-Canadian society, remain, even today, thei
Church, and its asséciated institutions: educational and political,

and attitudes toward "les Anglais", the French language and
French—Canadian coﬁceptiohsvof kinship. -

Backeland's (1971) study was an analysié of the degree to which
Franco-Manitoban adolescents were losing or maintaiﬁing their parents'
French—Canadian»culture. |

Selected cultural characteristics which were tested_included:
use of the French language, use of the Freﬁch mass media, attitudes
~ toward outdating, ethnic idéntity, and religious orientation. Generally,
Backeland's hypothesis of low correspondence between the adoleséents
and the adults in the sampleywith regard to adherence to the above
cultural traits was substantiated. One exception was the greater use
of Frenchbmagazines and newspapers by the adolescents than Ehe adults.
This was explained by the greater availability of such media in the
schools than in the homes. However, adolescénts made less use of the -

French language, had more positive attitudes towardioutdating, had
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a somewhat weaker ethnic identity (although differences between the
adolescents and thé adults were very slight), and were less religiously
oriented than their parents. Although adolescent scores on religiéus
beliefs were low, church attendance was similar to that of the adults.

Therefore, Backeland's work seems to cast some doubts on
Piddington's'affirmation_that the French-Canadian way of life will n&t
disappear. It must be noted that Piddington's work was done in a farming
community while Backeland's work was done in an urban setting. Also,

a period of ten years separates the two studies.

Finally, Hobart's (1972) study on sexual permissiveness in young
English and French~Canadians indicated that among French~Canadian
subjects, the Church is the most powerful source of normative guidance.
Another study by the same author (1973) revealed similarities between
French and English iespondents as to.the ideal number of children and
"the number of children thgy wanted. waevér, more English than
French—speakingAsubjects Wantgd to use birth control.devi¢ces. In theéir
attitudes toward child-rearing procedures, French-speaking subjects
were consistently more traditional than Englishfspeaking subjects.

French subjects viewed child-rearing as mostly the responsibility'

of the woman, while the man's role was chieflyrseen as that of
breadwinner and diséiplinarian. Although both groups (French and English)
showed a high level of aéceptance for divorce, the French-speaking group
was iess accepting ﬁhan the English-speaking group. |

In sum, the available literature on the urban Ffench—Caﬁadian family -

indicates that the modern French—Canadién»family differs considerably
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from the "rural" French-Canadian family as described in the éarly
studies. 1In the following section, then, the applicability of
Wirth's (1938) theory of urbanism to the urban French-Canadian family

‘will be discussed.

" Application of the theory of urbanism

In applying Wirth's (1938)~theoryvéf urbanism to the-Frenchécanadian>
family, only those characteristics of the urban life style Which‘are
directly relevant to this study ﬁill.be conéidered.'

One characteristic of fhe urban setting, according to Wirth,
is the segregation of the membérs of the community according to race,
social class, ethnicity, etc., with the attached consequence of a
weakening iﬁ the sense of togetherneésvof community members. . In recent. . .
literature on the Frénch—Canadién'familyg the existence 6f different
sociai classes among the French-Canadian population is frequently
mentioned (Falardeau, 1971; Heﬁripin, 1971# Brazeau, 1971).._It is
obvious, then, that French-Cahadian society has become more segmented
with respect to social class. This is deemed by Wirth>to be one.of
the characferistics of urbanism;kand this segﬁentation was much less
obvious in the literature on the rural Freﬁqh-Canadian family.

Secondly, accofdingato Wirth, the urbanite does not possess a total
conception of fhe environment iﬁ’which he lives, such that there is no
body of traditions which can guide his behaviour throﬁghout life.

This characteristic is evident in the literature which indicates a
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 greater distinction between the sacred and the secular in
French~Canadian society (Dumont and Rocher, 1971), an@ a display of
"efraticﬁ behaviour among French-Canadians with regard to mixed
adherence to traditional and non—traditiopal values.(Falardeau, 1971).

A third’characferistic of the urban life séyle is an economic
systeﬁ based on division of labour and mass production. Tremblay (1973)
makes it evident in his description of the authority structure of
salaried French-Canadian families, thét urban_French—Canadian families
depend.on an economic¢ system where.production and consumption are
the two major processés; In the urban French-Canadian family unit,
Tremblay (1973) claims that the role of the husband is that of provider
(i.e., producer) and the role of the wife is that of consumer.

The influence of such.an economic system has reached far beyond the
city,‘however. In referring to Quebec farmers, Falardeau (1971} describes
then as a "business-like" group, thereby indicating that the principles

of division of labour, production, and consumption are also operétive

in the rural setting. |

Lastly, the urban life style is conducive to the weakeﬁing of
kinship bonds and the loss of tﬁe social significance qf the fémily.
With respect to the two above characteristics, the literature is
contradictory. Moreux‘(1971)'c1aims the loss of‘traditional functions
in the French—Canadian family. Irémblay (1973) confirms this by
reporting the increased dependence of the French-Canadian family on other
socialization agencies. Falardgau.(197l) also reports the loss of

family solidarity. On the other harnd, however, Piddington (1961) stresses
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the importance of kinship ties in the French-Canadian family.
Taylor (1971) also reports the persistence of the importance of the
family in the urban setting, ,and Garigue (1970) claims no evidence of
the weakening of the importance of the kin group among urban
French-Canadians.

In sum, of the.componentsbof Wirth;s theory of urbanism which
_are directly related to the study .of the French-Canadian family, the
hypothesis of weak kinship bonds and'loss of family significance seems
to be-the least applicable.— This.suggests,thatbsome of’the values
traditionally assoéiated With rﬁfel,FrenchéCanadian families may still
be operative in the urban setting.

In the follow1ng section, the ratmonale for the development of

the major hypothesis will be presented.

. The major hypothesis

Broadly speaking, the literatute on the French—Canadian family
can be divided into two main categories: early studies of the rural
Freneh—canadianefamilyT_andmmore_recent_studiesﬁof,the urban
French-Canadian family.

In this chapter;,the rural and. the nrban French-Canadian family
have been contrasted through the use of two ideal-type models representing
two extremes of the rnral—urban dichotomy. It was found that the
urban model (Wirth, 1938) could not be applied to the urban

French-Canadian family without qualifications. The urban French-Canadian




52

family, as described in the litefature, possessed some characteristics
inherent in the folk society model (Redfield, 1947). This suggests

tﬁat the urban French-Canadian family has possibiy maintained some of

the values traditionally associated with the rural French-Canadian family.
Furthermore, if tﬁe maintenance of traditional values is evident in

a culturally heterogeneous setting (Wirth, 1938), then dne could e#pect
traditional values to be even more operative in the rural environment
which is characterized by cultural similarity (Redfield, 1947).

The literature on the French-Canadian family has also indicated
differential roles of men and women in the French-Canadian family
(Moreux, 1971; Garigue, 1970; Miner, 1939). Hobart (1972) also
reported the attitudes of Frénch—speaking males and females with
respect to sexﬁal permissiveness. Sex differences were noted in the |
French-speaking sample, i.e., females were less permissive than males
(Hobart, 1972). Moreux's (1971) suggestion of the existence of the
double standard was based on data obtained from women only. This
suggests a need for further data on the attitudes of both males and
females with respect to family-related issues.

Because the younger generation has been_associated with change in
values (Backeland, 1971), it was decided to test the above hypothesis

with a sample of adolescents. Hence, the major hypothesis:

ATTITUDINAL ORIENTATIONS TOWARD FAMILY LIFE
AMONG FRENCH-CANADIAN ADOLESCENTS ARE

RELATED TO RURAL-URBAN AND SEX DIFFERENCES.
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In both early and recent studies which have described
French-Canadian family life, three general topics of discussion
may be identified: courtship, marriage, and child—reariné. Thus; the
research hypbtheses were developed‘to test rural~-urban and sex
differences in each of these three major areaé. Based on the review
of literature, the three major areas of investigation were
operationalized to include selected variables which have been considered
by previous researchers in studying the French-Canadian family.
These variables are: attitudes toward the double standard (Moreux, 1971),
the influence of religion on dating attitudgs (Hobart, 1972),
attitudes toward divorce (Hobart, l973),>attitudes toward sex-role
differentiation in marriage‘(Garigue, 1970), attitudes toward
family size (Hobart, 1973; Henripin, 1971), attitudes tbward-early
marriage (Henripin, 1971), attitudes toward the principlevof
birth controlband the use of birfh control devices (Hobart, 1973;
Henripin, 1971; Garigue, 1970), attitudes toward interfaith marriage
and interethnic mérriage_(Garigue, 1970; ‘Piddington, 1961), familistic
attitudes (Taylor, 1971; Garigue, 1970; Piddington, 1961), attitudes
toward child-rearing practices (Hobart, 1973; Garigue, 1970),
‘attitudes toward fhe importance of feligibus éducation (Garigue, 1970)
and attitu&es»toward~corporal5pﬁnishment (Garigue, (1970).

The three hypothesés (regarding each major area of family 1ife)
and their component variables (listed in the forﬁ of null hypotheses)

will be presented in the next chapter. The fourth research hypothesis

deals with sex differences with regard to courtship, marriage and

child-rearing attitudes among French-Canadian adolescents.
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CHAPTER II
Methodology
Hypotheses

Four research hypot_hesesl wére derived from the major hypothesis.
The null hypotheses are given Below each ofvthe first three |
research hypotheses, and are identified with alphabetic notations.
Because of the lack of clarity iﬁ the literature with regard to the

existence and the direction of rural-urban variations in the

no differences existed between the attitudes of rural and urban
French-Canadian adoléScents; |
The research and null.hypotheses were:
~ I. ATTITUDINAL ORIENTATIONS TOWARD COURTSHIP AMONG FRENCH-CANADIAN
ADOLESCENTS ARE RELATED TO RURAL-URBAN DIFFERENCES.
A.' Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not differ
with respect to adherence to the double standard.
B. Rural and ufban~Fren¢h—Canadian adolescents will not differ
with regard to the influence of religious-béliefs on

dating attitudes.

1. The research hypothesis has also been referred to as the
alternative hypothesis (Blalock, 1972).




II. ATTITUDINAL ORIENTATIONS TOWARD MARRIAGE AMONG FRENCH—CANADIAN_

ADOLESCENTS ARE RELATED TO RURAL-URBAN DIFFERENCES.,

A.

Rural and urban French—Canadian adolescents will not differ
their attitudes toward divorce.

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not differ
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in

in their attitudes toward sex-role differentiation in marriage.

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not differ
in their éttitudeé toward family size.

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not différ
in their atfitudes towérd early marriage.

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not differ
in their attitudes toward the desirable length of childless
time span after marriage.

Rural andlurban French-Canadian adolescents will not diffei

their attitudes toward birth control. N
Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not differ
in their attitudes toward the use of birth control devices.

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not differ

in their attitudes toward marrying within the same faith.

" Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not differ

in

in their attitudes toward marrying within the same ethnic group.

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not differ

with respect to familistic attitudes.
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ITT. ATTITUDINAL ORIENTATIONS TOWARD CHILD-REARING AMONG
FRENCH-CANADIAN ADOLESCENTS ARE RELATED TO RURAL-URBAN DIFFERENCES.

A.- Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents Will not differ
in their attitudes toward child-rearing practices.

B. Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not differ
in their atfitudes toward the importance of religious
education.

C. Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents will not.differ

in their attitudes toward the corporal punishment of children.
IV. ATTITUDINAL ORIENTATIONS TOWARD COURTSHIP, MARRTAGE, AND
CHILD-REARING AMONG FRENCH~CANADIAN ADOLESCENTS ARE RELATED TO
SEX DIFFERENCES.

A. Male and female French-Canadian adolescents will not differ
in their attitudes towar& courtship, marriage, and

child-rearing.

Operationalization of variables

The basic problem of this study was to investigate whether
differences in attitudes toward courtship, marriage, and child~rearing
exist between rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents. Becéuse
the literature indicated that some differences in attitudes coqld
possibly also be explained by the sex of the fespondents, sex
differences were investigated.

Iﬁdependent variables. One independent variable in this study was

the residence of the subjects. Subjects were asked to state whether
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they were farm, village, or city dwellers in the personal information
section of the questionnaire. Another category was allowed for subjects
who could not answer definitely in one of the above-mentioned
residence categories.

The other independent variable in this study was the sex of the
réspondents. Again, subjects were asked to state.their sex in the

personal information section of theAquestionnaire;

Dependent variable. The dependent variable consisted of the
attitudes of the subjects with regard to courtship; marriage, and
child—reafing. An attitude was operationally defined as an expressiop
of agreement, disagreement, or uncertainty'to a statement related to'
the topics of courtship, marriage, and child-rearing.

Based on the review of literature, operational definitions of
traditional attitqdes were developed."Thus, a traditioﬁaL attitudinal
orientation encompassed the following perspectives:

1) agreement with the douﬁié standard,

2) importance of religion as a normative guide in dating,

3) opposition to divorce,.

4) agreement-with-definite-sex-role-differentiation in
marriage, | |

5) favoring large family size,

6) favoring early marriage,

7) favoring a short childless time span after marriage,

8) opposition to the principle of Eirth contfol and to the».
use of birth control devices,

9) favoring marriage within the same faith and ethnic group,




58

10) strong familistic tendencies,

11) agreement with authoritarian child-rearing practices,
including corporal punishment,

12) importance of transmitting religion to children.

The Bardis (1959) definition of familism was édopted for this study:
"the feeling and the conviction among the members of a family
that their family unit is a worthwhile group demanding the
loyalty and. cooperation of all its meTbers, and one that

should be preserved and perpetuated".

Control variables. Two control variables were present with

regard to the nature of the sample. In the first place, only grade
eleven and twelve students answered the questionnaire. Secondly,

all subjects who responded to the questionnairé were French-speaking.

Data collection

The instrument. A questionnaire, consisting of 147 items was

developed to tesﬁ the hypotheses. Of these, 145 questions consisted of
attitudinal statements followed by a five-point Likert ééale; The
other two questions were fill-in-the-blank questions regarding age of
marriage.

The quesfionnaire was first developed in English and then translated
into French. The questionnaire included several items from existing

scales. For example, to assess familism, items from the Bardis Familism

\

1. This definition originated from John T. Zadrovny's Dictionary of
Social Science, Washingtom, D.C., Public Affairs Press, 1959, p. 116.




59

Scale (1959) were selected. For assessing premarital sexual standards,
several items from the Christensen and Carpenter (1962) scale wére
utilized. With respect to child-rearing practices (traditional and
non-traditional), selected items from the scale developed by Conﬁor,
Greene, and Walters (1958) were included. Relative to husband-wife
roles, items from the Maritai Authority Expectations Scale by Blood

and Hamblin (1958) were included. Other sources for items were Leary's
Interpersonal Checklist (1957) and Dunn's Marital Expectation‘Scale
(1960). Based on the review of iiterature and an examination of

Humanae Vitae (1968), other items were developed by the author.

The French version of the questionnairevwas presented to two
judges whose mother tongﬁe was French. The-judges were asked to
translate the questions back into English. The three English versions
(i.e., that of the two judges and thét of the author) were then
compared for consistency in meaning and the appropriate corrections in

"the French version were made.

Questions were then placed randomly in the questionnaire such that .
the questions dealing with any particuiar topic would not be identifiable
by position. An instruction sheet was provided, giving an example of
how the questionnaire should be answered. The instruction sheet assured
thevsubjects that there were no right or wrong answers and that the
questionnaire was anonymous.

The sample. A list of high schools teaching the "Francais"
program in Manitoba (i.e., which were predbminantly of French influence)
was obtained from the Manitoba Department of Education;. The list

consisted of a total of fourteen such schools, ten of which could be
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classified as rural and four of which coudd be classified as urban,

within Unicity (Winnipeg) limits., ”Aliwﬁfiphejé;hoois wége,coqfaéteg

A

by mail and asked to partici?aée in the study. A é;py 6f Fhev 1
'questionnairé, as well as a summary of the researéh propOSal, ﬁe;e also
maile& to the pfincipals of each high-schéol'(see Appendix C, page-158),’-
One rural schooi-aﬁd bne ﬁrban school refused to participate in'the‘study.2

-b}he final Samp1; consiéted of grgde'eleven énd'gradg twélﬁe studenté,
males and femalés, whosé school ﬁad égrged to paftiqipate in the_study;
and who were pPresent when,the'questionnaire ;as administered.
.The'sﬁbjédté ranged in age from 14 to-iQ years.: The mean age of thé '
subjects was 16.97 years, and the‘modél age was 17 yeé;é. vfhe toiai
sample édnsisted of 460 subjects, lThreé’quéstionnairesvweré discarded

: because?they were incomplete, thus leaving 457 subjects in the final

s.;.mpie. Of all the subjects in the final sample, 181 (39.66%) were o

male, and-276\(66.342) were'fémale! Of 'the total samplé, French was- .

’

the mother tongue for 422 (92.25%) of fﬁe shbieéts,vwhile‘andthgf

-,language.was,thevmotherwtgngueuiOt-BS%éli?SZ);bfwthemsubjects}»'All
subjects had é working knowlgdge of.thé F:éﬁéﬁ‘laﬁguége. .With respect
to re;idencé,:1615(35.232)'of the subjeéts resi&ed on the‘farm, 117/

(25.60%) resided in a village, and 161 (35.232) resided in the city.

i. An urban population has been defined as "all persons living in
cities, towns, or villages with 1000 or over population" (Statistics
.Canada, Dictionary of the 1971 Census Terms, December 1972: page 29).
None of the villages in the study had a population of 1000, hence they
were classified as rural. _ : ‘ o
2. One school principal expressed disapproval of the questionnaire,
and the other refusal did not give any specific reasons. '
3. Percentages unaccounted for are cases. where subjects did not
reside with parents.
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Presentation of the questionnaire. The dates and times of the

presentation of the questionnaire were arranged by the principal of
each school. AtAeach school, the questionnaire was presented in group
sessions to the subjects during class time. The sessions lasted'an.
average of one hour. The experimenter was introduced to the group of
subjects by the principal or by the teacher responsible for the
particular classroom in question. The experimenter then briefly
explained the purpose of the research, and gave the standard
instructions to the suﬁjects (see Appendix A, page138);l The
experimehter'was present throughout the testing period so as to.anSWer
any of the subjects' questions. In general, the experimenter was
impressed with the cooperation of the subjects. The questionnaire
was answered very conscientiously by the majority of the subjects.
When the analysis of the data was complete&, each schooi
received a copy of the résults which included a comparison of the
responses of that particular sghool with thg responses of the total
sample. The responses for each question were divided according to

the sex of the respondents.

Analysis of data

Use of the chi-square statistic. The format of the questionnaire

allowed for five categories of respomses: strongly disagree, disagree,

uncertain, agree, strongly agree. 1In the analysis of the data, howeéver,

1. In order to encourage honest and spontaneous responses, subjects
were asked to state their first reactions to each question.
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only three'categories of responses were utilized. For example,
'%trongly.diéagreé" and "disagree" responses were both elassified
as "diségree", and the same procedﬁreAwas followed for agreement responses.
The reasons for‘following this pfocedure were: 1) the operatiomal
definition of an "attitude" did not require that the degree of
agreement gr disagreement be specified; 2) examination of the data
revealed that subjects tended to respond toward the middle of the
scale zafher‘than toward the extfemes; 3)'thé volume of thé data
required that a simplified method of.recording be adopted; 4) the use of
Aonly three categories of respbnée assured that the expected frequency
in each céll would be greater than five, theréby making possible the
use of the chi-square statistic. This method of reducing categories is
justified if combinations of categories are meaningful and if’thefe were
more than two categories to start with (Siegel, 1956: 178).

In -this study, the researcher was interested in the number of
subjecté who reépogded in each category, and whether these ffeqﬁesncies
differed from those which would be expected. chording to Blalock

(1972: 275); "The chi-square statistic is a very general test that can be

used whenever we wish to evélﬁéfé“whetnef’or not frequencles whichhave—
been empirically obéained differ significantly from those which would
be expected under a certain se? of theoretical éssumptions".
Therefore, it seemed that the ﬁon—parametric chi-square test was
particularly éppropriatenpp this study, because the data were of the
nominal type, with more than two categorieé.

Subjects were categorized accofding to residential background and

also'according to whether they agreed or disagreed with or were
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uncertain about a particular statement. The researcher was primarily
interested in testing for differences in response due to residential
background. 1In addition‘to thé test for rural-urban differences, it was
also decided to test for rural-urban differences accor&ing to the.sex
of the respondents and also for sex differences alone, regardless of
residential background. A fourth:research hypothesis was formulated
with regard to sex differences, and subsequently, an examination of the.
data lead the researcher to postulate that sex could possibly explain
some differences in response; It was felt that ?esting for sex
differences would contribute to.the iﬁformation derived from the study.

Throughout this study, a significance level of 5305 was accepted
for the chi-square test. 1In reporting the results, the.expression.
"statistically significant” refers to a significance level of .05 or
less, unless othefwise specified.

Measures of central téndency were also computed, but were not
reported, except in a few cases, because it was felt that they did not

contribute any more information than was- derived from the chi-square test.

Development of. indexes _

Due to the length of the questionnaire, it would have been difficult
and confusing to repert thé-responses to every individual question.
Furthermore, in most cases, a large number of questions were used to
test a particularvhypothesis. Therefore, an index was developed for
each hypothesis for which there were at least three guestiongs in the

questionnaire. Where only two questions were used to test the
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hypothesis, a consistency comparison was performed to compare the
responses to the two questions.

Not all questions which were designed to test the-hypotheSis were
included in the index test. Only those questions which were stated in
either definite traditiomal or non-traditional terﬁs were selected.l
The criterion for the selection of index questions was the operational
definition of traditionalism (see page 57). Only those questions which
were conpletely agreed upon by the investigator and another judge
were selected for each'index{ The remainder of the questions were used
for descriptive purposes in the discussion of results, where it was
felt that they contributed to. the understanding of results. Thus, the
number of'questions used inreach-indeX'variedg"depending'on the -
number of questions which met the criterion established.

Each subjects was then scored on each question in the;index. The |
subjects received one point for every incidence of agreement to a |
question. Tne maximum score a subject could obtain was equivalent to
the number of questions in the index. Generally, the higher. the score,
the more traditional the response, witn one exception (the divorce
index) where a high score indicated a non-traditional attitude. Scores
were then placed-into arbitrary categories such that."non—traditional",
"intermediate", and "traditional" scores were identified. In every case,

the low and high score categories were made as stringent as possible

- Sone of the items in. the ‘questionnaire were stated in Such terms as to
identlfy subjects with "moderate" attitudes. These questions were omitted
from the index- test.because it~ was felt that the "intermediate ‘score
category would serve the same purpose.
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such that extremely traditional or non-traditional respondents would

be identified. The medium category then repreéented subjects who had
.answered some questions traditiqﬁally and others non—traditionally
within the index, i.e., "intermediate". Intermediate scores thus
consisted of inconsistent responses to the issue measured by the index.l

Double standard index. Six questions were selected for the double

standard index. These were questions 21, 22, 55, 64, 83, 131 (see-
Appendix B). Scores were arbitrarily divided such that a non-traditional
score consisted of a score of 0 or.-1, an intermediate score was 2 to 4,

and a traditional score was 5 or 6.

Religionédating'indé%f Eight attitudinai items were selected to
develop a religion-dating index score for each subiect. These wefe
‘questions 2, 3, 23, 41, 56, 69, 80,. 142 (see Appendix B). Scores of
0 to 2 wefe,arbitrarily classified as non—tréditiénal scores, 3 to 5
as intermediate scores, and 6 to 8 as traditional scoreé.

Divorce irndex. The divorce index consisted of nine items on

which'the subjects Weré<scored. Thesefwere'questions 4, 5, 23, 42, 43,
70, 111, 116, 124 (see Appendix B). For this index, a high score
indicated acceptancébof divorce, a non-traditional attitude;z

Scores were divided such that 0-to 2 was a.traditional score, 3 to 6

was an-intermediate'score,Aand-7‘to;9 was a non-traditional score.

1. As stated above, "intermediate" scores possibly represented ,
configurations of attitudes embracing both traditional and non-traditional
attitudes. .

2. For other indexes, a high score represented a traditional attitude.
The divorce index was an exception to the rule.
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questions for the sex role index. These were questions 10, 11, 30, 31;
32, 46, 47, 48; 61, 62, 74, 100 (see Appendix B). Scorés were érbitrarily
divided suéh that 0 to 3 indicated a non-traditional score, 4 to 8
indicated an intermediate score and 9 to 12 indicated a traditiomal

score, definite sex-role differentiation.

‘Family size index. The family size index consisted of five questions:
7, 27,~44, 82, 99 (see Appendix B). Scores were arbitrarily divided |
suchvthat 0 or 1 indicated a non-traditional score, 2 or 3 indicated
an iﬁiermediate score, and 4 or 5 indicated a traditional score.
A higﬁ index score indicated a traﬁitional attitude toward family

size, i.e., favoring large families.

Age of marriage irndex. The index test consisted of three questions:

6, 58, 130 (see Appendix B)., ‘A higﬁ:score.indicatéd-a traditional
attttude, i.e,, favoring early;mérfiagé;- Scores.were divided such that
0 constituted a non—traditional score, 1 or 2, an intermediate score,
and 3, a traditional score.

Birth control index. The birth control index was made up of -

thirteen questions: 13, 14, 33, 49, 63, 75, 85;“108;“113, 118, 122,

136, 140. (sée-Appendix B). Scores were divided spch,thatio to 3 was a
non-traditional score; 4 te 9 was am.intermediate scere,.-10-to-13 was

a-traditional score. A traditional score indicated a traditional a

attitude toward birth control, i.e., oppoéition to birth control.

" 'Birth control device index. The birth control device index consisted
of five questions: 15, 16, 86, 102, 146 (see Appendix B). A high score

indicated opposition to the use of birth control devices. A score of . .
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0 or 1 was classified as a non-traditional score, 2 or 3 was an
intermediate score, and 4 or 5 was a traditional score.

" Interfaith index. Five items made up the interfaith index. These

were éuestinﬁs 17, 35, 65, 114, 126 (see Appendix B); A non-traditional
score consisted of a score of 0 or 1, an intermediate score was 2 or 3,
and a traditional score was 4 or 5. A traditional attitude implied,a
strong preference for marrying within the same faith,

"FamiliSm'indek. The familism index consisted of fifteen questions:

8, 9, 28, 29,>45, 59; 60; 72, 92, 106, 121, 134, 143, 144, 147 (see
Appendix B). Scores were arbitrarily divided such that 0 to 4 was a
non-traditional score, 5 to 10 was an intermediate score and 11 to 15
was a.traditional score.

Child-rearing index. Nine questions made up the child-rearing

index. These wefe questions 18,'38, 52, 66,:78,_87, 103, 123, 129 (see
Appendix B). Scores of»O to 2 were classified as non-traditional, 3 to 6
as intermediate, and 7 to 9 as traditionél, i.e., authoritarian
éhild-rearing atﬁitpdes,

Religious education index. Six attitudinal items made up the

religious“education“indeXT"Thé‘questions—weret 20, 54, 67,-88, 133,
135 (see AppendiiﬁB); Scores were divided such that 0 or 1 was a
non-traditional score, 2 to 4 was an intermediate score, and‘5 or 6

was a traditional score.

Consistency checks

~ Childless time span. Because there were only two items in the
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questionnaire related to the childless time span hypothesis (11E),
an index was not developed. Insteéd, a consistency check was done
by crosstabulating the answers to the two questions. In order to
be consistent, subjects had to disagree to one item and agree to the
other item, or else be uncertain about both items. Therefore, any
other combination of responses was classified as inconsistent. The
consistency check was first carried out for the entire sample, with
'no controls, and subsequently, with residence and sex contréls.

Interethnic marriage. In order to be consistent on the interfaith

consistency check, subjects had to give the same response (i.e., agree,

uncertain, or disagree) to both questions.

Corporal -punishment. The consistency check for the two corporal
punishment items was perfofmed in the same mannef as the two
consistency checks listed above. In order to be consistent, subjects
had to agree to one ifem and disagree to the othervitem, or else
be uncertain about both items.

The consistency checks do not serve to test the hypotheses in
question (11, 111, and'lllc) but rather, are only intended to give
the*readef“an“ideafnf—how—the—subjects*respanded—towthe~pairs_of“

questions involved in each consistency check.

Reliability and validity of indexes

In order to apply survey research findings to tests of hypotheses
regarding thé population under study, the reliability, consistency

and stability of responses should be evaluated. Consistency of
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response can be evaluated using the split-half technique in which
each index is divided into two parts of approximately equal numbers of
items. EFEach subject's scores on the two halves of the index were
correlated using the non-parametric Kendall's tau. Thé correlation
coefficients and significance levels are summarized on Table 1,

page 70. It can be seen from the table that eleven of the twélve
indexes correlated at a significance level of .05 or less, while one
index: (the child-rearing index) did not correlate at the acceptable
significance level, thereby casting some doubt on the findings which
were derived from it, This problem will be dealt with in the
discussion of results where applicable.

Estimating reliability for each index rather than for the -
questionnaife as a whole seemed preferable in that reliability teﬁds-
to increase with the leﬁgth of the instrument. Since each index
contained a relatively small numbervof items, the reliability
estimate for each index is likely to be smaller than for the whole
instrument. Therefore, it is uﬁlikely that the reported reliability
of each index would be overestimated by this procedure.

With regard- to—tmﬁiﬂny—bf"the—in‘strmenﬁ tﬁe—moétthat‘ -
can be claimed forvthe indexes which showed a certain degree of
reliability is content validity. The items which were selected
to make up the indexes were derived_from the hypotheses which were

based on the review of literature.




TABLE 1. Summary of Split-Half Correlations by Index.

NUMBER OF CORRELATION . . SIGNIFICANCE

INDEX - ITEMS COEFFICIENT LEVEL
Double ‘

Standard 6 .1011 .001
Religion— .

Dating 8§ 4405 .001
Divorce 9 .3781 o 001
Sex Role 12 .3271 .00l
Fanily : :

Size 5 ‘ .1066 . .001
Age of ~ ,

Marriage 3 . .5300 : .001
Birth .

‘Control 12 , 4122 .001
Birth Control ‘

Device 5 4726 ‘ .001
Interfaith 5 .2056 .001
Farilism 15 S .3195 , .001
Child-_ . v -

Rearing 9 .0437 .085
Religious

Education 6 . 3505 ’ .001
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CHAPTER III

Results

" 'Hypotliésis 1A

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ with_respect to adherence

to the double standard.

Doubleé standard index. When all the subjects were compared on the

double standard index, controlling for residence only, no significantv
differences were found between the farm, the village, and the city
adolescents.

No significant differenéeé were found when the sample was controlled
for sex. No rural-urban differenées were found in either the malé,
segment or the female segment of the sample.

| Controlling for the sex of the reépondents only, significant
differences were found (%2=6.77; df=2; p=.03). Males had a higher
percentage of non—traditional scores tﬁan feﬁales, while females had
" a higher percentage of iﬁﬁefmediafe scores than males. There were no
notable differences befween males and females as to the percentage of

traditional scores, which were very low for both sexes (see Table 2,

" page 71).




TABLE 2. Double Standard Attitudes by Residence and Sex

"RESIDENCE ' ' " TOTAL (N-439)1
FARM .(Nz161) . VILLAGE (N2117) ‘CITY (N=161)
N-T INT TRA N-T INT TRA . N-T INT TRA N-T INT TRA
i %1% % % % % % A
MALE - 47.1 51.5 1.5 53,1 43.8 3.1 - 6Ll 37.5 1.4 54,3 43.9 1.7
FEMALE 46,2 53,8 0.0 - - 412 57.6 1.2 46:1 53.9 0.0 46,6 55.1 0.4
TOTAL ~ 46.6 52.8 0.6 444 53.8 1.7 52.8 46.6 0.6 - |l48.4 50.7 0.9
' (75) (85) @) - (52) (63) (2 (8% (a5 () (213) (223) (&)
N's ‘ ' . 4 :
Me68  F=93 . - Ms32  Fs=85 - Ma72  Fe89 Mal73  F=2677

1. Discrepancy in:totals due to one'subject-notIrepo:ting residencef
Rural-urban differences:-ﬂ?=3.15; §f=4; n.s,

Rural-urban differences, males: ﬂ?=3.26; df=4; n.s.

(44

Rural=urban differences, femalee: x?=2.62;‘gg=4; n.s.

Sex differences: mf=6.77; df=2; p=.03 -
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- v Rural.and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ with regard to the influence
of religious beliefs on attitudes toward
dating behaviour;

' Religion-dating index. WNo significant differences were found -

controlling for residence only.

For the male segment of the sample, no significant residential
differences were found. Likewise, responses in the female segmeht of the
sample did not reveai any statistically significant rural-urban _
differences. | |

No significant sex differences were found on the religion-dating

‘index (see Table 3, page 74).

" Hypothesis 131A

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ in their attitudes toward

divorce.

Divorce index. No significant rural-urban differences were found

on the divorce index.
No significant rural-urban differences were found among the males

or the females in the sample.



TABLE 3. Religion and Dating Attithdes by Residence and.Sex

MALE

FEMALE

TOTAL

- RESIDENCE

TOTAL (N=439)

FARM (N=161)

N-T INT TRA
2 % %

64.7 '29.4 5.9
59.1 36.6 4.3

VILLAGE (N=117)

N-T INT TRA
Aok %

1 68.8 28,1 3.1

60.0 37.6 2.4

CITY (N=161)

N-T INT TRA-
4 z 7.

73.6 ., 20.8 5.6

69.7 28.1 2.2

N-T INT TRA-
% % A

69.4 25.4 5.2

62.9 - 34.1 3.0

61.5 33.5 5.0
(99) (54) (8
Mx68  Fa03

Rural-urban differences: x?=5.39; dfmé; n.s;

62.4 35.0 2.6

73) 1) (3)

M=32 Fa85

1.4 24,8 3.7
(115) (40) (6)

M=72 | F=89

Rural-urban differences, males: x?ul.BS; df=4; n.s.

Rural-urban differences, females: XF=3.20; ggn4}‘n.s.

Sex differences: ﬂ354.55;v§§;2; n.8.

65.4 30.8 3.9

(287) (135) (17)

Mel73 Fm267

7L
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Sex differences with respect to attitudes toward divorce were not

found to be significant (see Table 4, page 76).

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ in their attitudes toward

sex-role differentiatiOﬁ in marriage.

Sex role index. No statistically significant rural-urban
differences were found with reépect to aftitudes toward sex-role
differenfiation in marriage.

Rural-urban differences among the males in the sample were not
statistically significant; Likewise, rural-urban differences for the

females in the sample did ﬁot prbve to be significant.

No statistically significant sex differences were found on the

sex-role index (-see Table 5, page 77).

Hypothesis 11C

Rural and urban French—Canadian adolescents
will not differ in their attitudes toward

family size.

Family size index. Differences between residence groups were found

to be statistically significant cx?=10.11;'gg;4; p=.04). A smaller




TABLE 4. Attitudes Toward Divorce by Residence and Sex

RESIDENCE . TOTAL (N=439)

FARM (N=161) " VILLAGE (N=117) CITY (N=161)

N-T INT TRA o N-T ‘INT TRA N-T INT TRA . N-~-T INT- TRA

2 %1 % 2 % % 2 % % 2 %2 %
MALE 4.4 Sh.4 41.2 6.3 50.0 43.8 4.2 50.0 45.8 4.6 51.4 43.9
FEMALE . 6.5 43.0 50._5' 4.7 56.5 38.8 . 12.4 41.6 46.1 7.9 46.8 45.3
Tom, 5.6 47.8 46,6 5.1 54,7 40.2 8.7 45.3 k6.0 6.6 48.7 44.6

9) (77) (5) (6) (64) (47) (14) (73) (74) (29) (214) (196)
N's E

M=68 F=293 M=32 F=85 M=72 F=89 M=173 F=267

Rural-urban differences: ﬂ?=3.69; df=4; n.s.
Rural-urban differences, males: x?=o.55; df=4; n.s.

Rural-urban differences; females: x?=7.46; df=4; N.8. 4

9L

Sex differences: x3=2.18; df=2; n.s.



TABLE 5. Attitudes Toward Sex-Role Differentiation by Residence and Sex

RESIDENCE ‘ ' 'TOTAL (N=439)

FARM (N=161) ' VILLAGE (N=117) . CITY (N=161)

N-T INT TRA | N-T INT TRA | N-T INT TRA N-T INT TRA

2 2 % | I 2 : A A 2 % %
MALE 48,5 48.5 2.9 ‘ 59.4 40.6 0.0 65.3 34g7 0.0 ’57,8 41.0 1.2
FEMALE 71.0 29.0 0.0 - 68.2 31.8 0.0 64.0 34.8 1.1 [ 67.8 31.8 0.4
TOTAL 61.5 37.3 1.2 . 65.8 34.2 0.0 64.6 34.8 0.6 63.8 35.5 0.7

(99) (60) (2) (77)  (40) (0) (104)  (56) (1) (281) (156) (3)
N's - - )

M=68 F=93  M=32 Fa85 . Me72 . F=89 M=173 F=267

Rural-urban differences: K?=1.99; df=4; n.s.
‘Rurél-urban differences, males: x?;6.40; df=4; n.s.

" Rural-urban differences, females: x?=2.81; df=4; n.s.

LL

Sex diffefences:'«?:S.OQ; df=2; n.s.
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~ percentage of farm and village subjects had non~traditional scores than
ciﬁy subjects. Correspondingly; city subjects had a smaller percentage
‘of intermediate scores than their farm and village counterparts.

For all residence categories, however, the greatest pércentage of
responses was in the intermediate score category. The percentages of
traditional scores were relatively small for all residence groups;

Rural-urban differences for the male segment of the sample were

not statistically significaﬁt. However, rural-urban differences were
found to be significant for the females in the Sampie ex?=1o.07;"g§f4;
p=.04). City females had the highest percentage_of both non-traditional
and traditional scores, and the lgast percentage of intermediate scores.
The responses for the farm and ;hé villége females were very similaf.
For all residence groups, the gréatest prbporfibn df responses was in

the intermediate score category (see Table 6, page 79).

" Hypothesis 11D

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ with regard to attitudes

toward early marriage.

Age of marriage index. No significant rural-urban differences

were found with respect to attitudes toward early marriage.
No significant rural-urban differences were found in the male
segment of the sample. Likewise, no étatistically significant differences

were found in the female segment of the sample.




TABLE 6.

MALE

FEMALE

TOTAL

Attitudes Toward Family Size by Residence and

Sex

FARM (N=161)

N-T ' INT TRA
% A Z

. 29.4 61.8 8.8

18,3 74.2 7.5

RESIDENCE

- VILLAGE (N=117)

N-T INT TRA .
7 4 %

15.6 65.6 18.8

" 21.2 69.4 9.4

CITY (N=161)

N-T INT TRA
Z % %

34.7 59.7 5.6

33.7 52.8 13.5

—_—

23.0 68.9 8.1

(37) <11;)'(15) |

M=68  F=93

19.7 68.4 12.0

(23) (80)  (14)

M=32 F=85

342 55.9 9.9

(55) (90) -(16)

M=72 Fa289

Rural-urban differences: XF=10.11; df=4; p=f04

Rural-urban differences, males: ﬂ?=7.08; df=4; n.s.

Rural-urban differences, females: ﬂ3=10.07; g§=4;.p$,04

Sex differences:‘ﬂ?=1.43; df=2; n.s.

TOTAL (N=439)

N-T INT TRA
A 2 7

29.5 61.3 9.2

26.3 65.5 10.1

26.4 63.9 9.8
(116) (281) (43)

M=173 F=267

6L
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Sex differences on the age of marriage index were not statistically

significant (see Table 7, page 81).

- 'Additional results. No significant rural-urban differences were

found on the question, "A boy should be at least';_;_yeafs old before
he gets married." However, significant differences between the |
residence groups were found on the question; "A girl should be at
least ____ years old before she gets married" éx?=20.90; df=6; p=4{.01).
A greaﬁer p?oportion of rural (farm and village).subjects answered in the
18-20 year range than city adolescents and correspondingly, a greater
percentage of city subjects answered in the 21-24 year range than rural
(farm and village) adolescents. |

In the male segment of the sample, no significant rural-urban - -
differences were found in responses to the "age ﬁoy‘marry" question.
Also, no significant rural-urban differences were found émong the
males with regard to responses to the "age girl marry" question. No
rﬁral—urban differengesvwere found in the female sample with regard to
the "age boy‘marry" question. However, rural-urban differences were
fouﬁd in the femaie sample with regard to the "age girl marry" question
CX?=11.79; df=4; Rf(.OZ). The farm and village females had a greater
proportion of response in the 18-20 year range tﬁaﬁ the city females,
while the Cityvfemaléé had a éreater proportion of response in the
21-24 year range than the farm and ﬁhe village subjects.

Significant sex differences in response were found for the question,

~ "A boy should be at least..." CX?;Zl.BQ:“Q£?2; p=.0001). A greater -

percentage of females answered in the 21-24 year range than males.




" TABLE 7. Attitudes Toward Early Marriage by Residence and Sex

MALE

FEMALE

TOTAL.

N's

- FARM (N=161)

N-T INT - TRA
% % 2

55.9 27.9 16.2
44,1 37.6 18.3

RESIDENCE

VILLAGE (N=117)

N-T INT TRA
% %

53.1 21.9 25.0

38,8 45,9 15.3

~ CITY (N=161)

N-T INT TRA
A 4 4

51.4 37.5 11.1

50.6 36.0 13.5

TOTAL (N=439)

N-T INT TRA
% 4 %

53.8 30.6 15.6

44.6 39.7 15.7

49,1 33.5 17.4

(79) (54) ‘(28)

M=68 F=93

Rural-ﬁrban differences: X?=3.41; df=4; n.s.

42,7 39.3 17.9

©(50) (46)  (21)

: MA32 F=85

'5¢.9 36.6 12.4
(82) (59) (20)

Ma72 F=89

Rural-urban differencea, males: x3=4.93; df=4; n.s.

Rural-urban differencés,lfemalgs: x?=3.26; gg:A;'n.s,

SBex differences: m?=4.22; df=2; n.s.

48.2. 36.1 15.7
(212) (159) (69)

M=173  F=267

18
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Significant sex’differences were also found for the question, "A girl
should be at least..." Qx?=14.74; é£?2§ p=.0021). A greater percentage
of males answered in the "less than 17" year range than.females, and
also a greater percentage of females answered in the 21-24 year range
than males. The majority of responses for both sexes were in the .

18-20 year range.

' ‘Hypothesis 11E

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ in their attitudes toward
the length of the childless time span

after marriage.

Consistency check. Because there were many possible combinations

of responses, the results will not be itemized here, but rather, the.
responses have been tabled so as to render the_task of interpretation

less confusing (see Table 8, page 835.

Hypothesis 11F

Rurél and urban French-Canadian adolescents.
will not differ in their attitudes toward

birth control.

Birth control index. Statistically significant rural-urban




TABLE 8, 'Consistency'Comﬁarison'for,Two Items Related to Childless Time Span by

DISAGREE
7.

* UNCERTAIN

%

AGREE

. MALES

" FEMALES

'MALES

FEMALES

MALES

FEMALES

AGREE

DISAGREE UNCERTAIN
% I %

Total"MAlea':Females ‘Total Males Females .Total .Males Females#_
29.4 - 30.5  28:5 1004 13.2 8.7 42.6 32,3 49.0

E ¥y c I I [+
20,2 28,1  32.9 C15.4 6.3 14.3 33,8 28.1  32.9
28;3 365 2009 | o12:0 7.1 7.0 |s6g 48 a3 |
Total Males fémales Total ‘Males Females Total .Males Femdles
6.3 8.4 49 | 42 66 27 3.7 42 3.4

roy o E oy ¢ A S
6.2 21,9 4.3 | 7.7 0.0 8.6 7.7 0.0 2.9
6.5 3.5 4.7 4.3 1.2 4.7
Totai Maleé Femalés Total Males Females Total Malgs ‘Females
1.9 3.6 - 0.8 , 0.7 1.2 : 0.6 0.9 0.0 1.5
r o1 ¢ E v ¢ Py ¢
0.0 9.4 4.3 0.0 6.3 0.0 0.0 . o;o', 0.0
0,0 00 2.3 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 1.2 3.5

i. | I indidates consistent responses.

Residence and Sex

£8
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differences were found on the birthvcontrol index CX?=17.04;‘§£?4;
p=.0019). The city subjects»had more non-traditional scores (acceptance
of birth control) than the farm and the village subjects. The greatest
proportion of response was in the intermediate score category for.all
residence groups, although the peréentage of farm and village response
in the intermediéte categofy was significantly greater than the
percentage of city response.

No significant rural-urban differences were found for the male
éegment of the sample. However, significant rural-urban differences
were found among the females Gxg=12.64; df=4; p=.0132). City females
had the higheét percentage of non—traditioﬁal scores as well as the
lowest percentage of intermediéte scores. Farm and village females were
very simiiar in theif responses.

Contrqlling for thg sex of the subjects only, no significant

" differences were found-(see Table 9, page 85).

‘Hypothesis 11G

Rural and urban French—Canadiaﬁ adolescents
will not differ in their attitudes toward the

use of birth control devices.

Birth control device index. No significant rural-urban differences

1. Because the Church opposes the use of birth control devices, but
does not oppose the concept of birth control per se, it was decided to
distinguish between these two ideas in testing the attitudes of
French-Canadian adolescents. 2 '




TABLE 9.

MALE

FEMALE

TOTAL

Birth Control Attitudes by Residence and Sex

RESIDENCE .

TOTAL (N=439)

FARM (N=161)

N-T INT TRA
% % %

29.4 64,7 5.9
24,7 73.1 2.2

VILLAGE (N=117)

N~T INT TRA
7% % Z

28,1 71.9. 0.0

23.5 72.9 3.5

CITY (N=161)

N-T INT TRA
p A 4 Y4

44.4 52.8 2.8

N-T INT TRA
yA A A

35.8. 60.7 3.5

31.1 66.7 2.2

26.7 69.6 3.7

(43) (112) (6)

M=68 F=93 .

24.8 72.6 2.6

(29) (85) (3)

M=32  F=85

44,7 ,53,4' 1.9

(72) (86) (3)

‘M=72° F=89

Rural-urban differences: ﬂ?=l7.04; gg:ﬁ;’p=.0019 '

Rural~urban diffefgnces, males:.xg=6.73; df=4; n.s.

Ruralfufban differgnces, females: x?;12;64; df=4; p=.0132

Sex diffefences: x?=1.88; df=2; n.s.

33.0 64.3 2,7‘
(145) (283) -(12)

M=173 F=267

68
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were found on the birth control deviég indexf
No significant rural-urban differences were found for the males in
the sample. Likewise, no significant rural—urban'differenées were
found for the female segment of the sample.
No significant sex differences Wefe found on the birth confrol

device index (see Table 10, page 87).

‘Hypothesis 11H

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ in their attitudes toward

marrying within the same faith.

Interfaith index., No significant rural-urban- differences

were found on the birth control device index.

No significant rural-urban differences were found among the males
in the‘sample. However, statistically significant rural-urban
differences were found in the female segﬁent of the sample Cx?=10.40;
g£?4;.2?.03), Urban females had the highest percentage of non-traditional
scores. |

. No significant sex differences were found (see Table 11, page 88).




TABLE 10. Attitudes Toward the Use of Birth Control Devices by Residence and Sex

. - " RESIDENCE - __ TOTAL (N=439)
FARM (N=161) . VILLAGE (N=117) =~ CITY (N=161)
N-T INT TRA N-T INT TRA N-T INT:. TRA N-T INT TRA
2 % % /AN S S % % z % %
FEMALE 53.8 37.6 8.6 51.8 35.3 12.9 - 50.6 29.2 20.2 52,1 34.1 13.9
TOTAL  54.0 36.0 9.9 '53.8 33.3 12.8 53.4 29.8" 16.8 53.9 33.0 13.2
| 87) (58) (16)  (63) (39) (15) (86) (48) (27) (237) (145) (58)
N'S . ) . . : )
M=68 F=93 M=32.  F=85 - Me72  F=89 || M=173 F=267

Rural-urban differences: 962:3.81; <_1_£.—.-4; n.s.
Rural-urban differences, males: 562=Q.37; df=4; n.s.

Rural-urban differences, females: ’}9_2-.-.5.60; df=4; n.s,

L8

. Sex differeﬁces: 'X,2=0..9_1; df=2; n.s.



TABLE 11.

 FARM (N=161)

Attitudes Toward interfaith Marriage by Residence and Sex

. RESIDENCE

TOTAL (N=439)

|

VILLAGE (N=117) CITY (N=161)

N-T INT TRA . N-T INT TRA N-T INT TRA

%% Z % % . % % %
72.1 23,5 b 68.8 28.1 3.1 ©77.8° 20.8..1.4

71.0 29.0 0.0 68.2 28.2 3.5 82.0 18.0 0.0

71.4 26,7 1.9 68.4 28,2 3.4  80.1 19.3 0.6

ws ¢y @ 0 @) 6) @& ) E) O

M=68 = F=93 M=32  F=85 . M=72  F=89

Rural-urban differences: ﬂ3=7.17; df=4; n.s.
Rural-urban differences, males: x?=1.9i; df=4; n.s.

Rural-urban differences, females: x?=1o.4o; df=4; =,03

~ Sex differénces:,xg=1e97; df=2; DeS. |

N-T 1INT TRA
YA AN 4

74.0 23.1 2.9

73.8 25.1 1.1

73.9 24.3 1.8
(325) (107) (8)
M=173  F=267

88
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" Hypothesis 111

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ in their attitudes toward

marrying within the same ethnic group.

Consistency check. The results of the consistency check for this

hypothesis have been tabled on'page 99.

Hypothesis 11J

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ with fespect to familistic

attitudes.

‘Familism index. .Significant rural-urban differences.were found on

the familism indexbcx?=9.39;'gj=2;.p=.05). Urban subjects had the

greatest percentage of mon-traditional scores (see Table 13, page 91).
Controlling for sek, no significant ruralQurban differences were found.

No significant sex differences were found on the familism index.

' Hypothesis 111A

Rural and urban French—-Canadian adolescents
will not differ in their attitudes toward

child—rearing practices.




TABLE 12. Consistency Companisonlon Two Interethnic Marriage Items by Residence and Sex

DISAGREE UNCERTAIN | AGREE

% S | % 7

| "'ESEZE"&ZTEE"FZEEIZE"‘ . ?otal Males Females Total Males Females
M - | sas a7 ses | 1.5 150 1600 11.8 : 13.8  10.7
| bisaReE | E ¥ ¢ Eov ¢ T
* waes | 39.4 53.1 8.0 | 18.2 15.6 11.6 15.2 9.4 14.5
FEMALES | 51,1 52.4  66.3 16,3 13.1 18.6 - | 14.1 9.5 8.1

'%otal Males Females | Total Males Females Total Malés Females
4o 42 8 46 5.4 b 4t 6.0 3.7
 wommm | B 0¥ ¢ e v ¢ | 2 1 ¢
o MALES 6.1 6.3 1.4 6.1 3.1 5.8 7.6 0.0 7.2
PEMALES | 6.5 7.1 2.3 | 2.2 9.5 0.0 4,3 4.8 1.2

| ' Total 'Mgles >ﬁemales | Total Males Females | Total Males Females
19 36 0.8 0.5 0.0 04 2.8 2.4 3.3
arEE r v ¢ | r v ¢ | r v ¢
’ MALES | 3.0 9.4 1.4 - | 0.0 0.0 0.0 b5 31 0.0

FEMALES 0.0 2.4 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 4.3 1.2 3.5 3

lf indicates conmsistent responses.




TABLE 13, Familistic Attitudes by Residence and Sex

RESIDENCE TOTAL (N=439)
FARM (N=161) VILLAGE (N~117)  CITY (N=161)
N-T INT TRA N-T INT TRA N-T INT TRA N-T INT TRA
2 7 3 2 7 % 7 2 % 2 7 7
MALE 39.7 60.3 0.0 46.9 53.1 0.0 59.7 40.3 0.0 49.7° 50.3 0.0
FEMALE 41,9 58.1 0.0 ’ 49,4 49.4 1.2 51.7 48.3 0.0 47.6 52.1 0.4
TOTAL 41.0 59.0 0.0 48.7 50.4 0.9 55.3 44.7 0.0 48.4 51.4 0.2 ‘
(66) (95) (0) (57) (59) (@) 89) (72) (0) (213) (226) (1)
N's _
» M=68 F=93 M=32 F=85 » M=72 F=89 M=173 F=267

Rural-urban differences:‘X?='6;6l; df=2; p=,05l
" Rural-urban differences, males: XF=5.71; df=2; n.s.

Rural-urban differences, females: XF=4.14; df=4; n.s.

T6

Sex differences: X°=0.81; df=2; n.s.

1. The TRA category was dropped for this analysis since only one subject scored TRA.
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......

were found on the child-rearing index.
No significant rural-urban differences were found in either the
male segment or the female segment of the sample.
| éex differences oﬁ the child-rearing index did not prove to be
significant (see Table 14, page 93). |

" ‘Hypothesis 111B

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
will not differ in their attitudes toward

the importance of religious education.

Religious educatioﬁ_inde#. Rural—urban differences were not found
to be significant on fhe religious.education index.

No significant rural-urban differeﬁces were found for the.male
sample with regard to the importance.of religious education."Significant
differences were found for the female sample CX?=11.44;'g§?4; p=.0221).
City females had the'least percentage of traditional scores and fhe
greatest percentage of non—traditipnal scores.,

Significant sex differences were found on the religious education
index GX?=15.80; df=2; é?.0004). Males had a greater percentage of
npn—traditional scéres than females and also less traditionai scores than
the females. Females also had-a gfeater percentage of intermediate

scores than males (see Table 15, page 94).




TABLE 14, Child-Rearing Attitudes by Residence and Sex

----- RESIDENCE '~ "~ " | TOTAL (N=439)
CPARM (Ne161) . VILLAGE (N&I17)"  ° CITY (N=161)
N-T  INT TRA . N-T INT TRA N-T INT TRA . N-T INT TRA
% % %% Z % % % %
MALE 35.0 70.6 4.4 6.3 90.6 3.1 20,8 76.4 2.8 20,2 76.3 3.5
FEMALE 5.8 74.2 0.0 20,0 80.0 0.0 29,2 68,5 2.2 25.1 74.2 0.7
L . . o
TOTAL 25.5 72.7 1.9 16.2 82.9 0.9 | 255 72,0 2.5 23.2 75.0 1.8
' 41)  (117) (3) a9 (N @ . ) (116) @) (102) (330) (8)
N's i : : : :
Me68  F=93 M=32  F=85 M=72 ~ F=89 Mel73  F=267

Rural-urban differét_lces: ao?=5.44 ; df=4; n.s.
Rurai—urbah diffefences, males! %2-.-.5.36; df=4; n.s.

Rural-urban differences, females: ‘X,z=6.27;] df=4; n.s.

€6

Sex differences: %2=5'.40; §_£_.-.2; n.s.



TABLE 15. Importance of Religious Education by Residence and Sex
' i - .

RESIDENCE . - TOTAL (N=439)
FARM (N=161) VILLAGE (N=117) CITY (N=161)
N-T INT TRA | N-T INT TRA .~ N-T INT. TRA. N-T INT TRA
2 % % 2 % 7 ‘ 5 %2 % 2 % %
MALE 19.1 51.5 29.4 6.3 50.0 43.8 . 20.8 41,7 37.5 17.9 46.8 35.3
FEMALE -~ 0.0 58.1 "4L.9 ' 7,1 47.1 45.9 ©11.2. 49.4 39.3 6.0 . 51.7 42.3
: ‘ | N : ' . , .
TOTAL 8.1 .55.3 36.6 6.8 47.9 45.3 | 15,5 46.0 38.5 18.7 49.8 39.5
(13) (89) (59) S (8) (56) (53) - (25) (74) (62) (47) (219) (174)
N's ' L ' , ' : ' '
- M=68 F=93 M=32  F=85 . M=72  F=89 M=173 F=267

" Rural-urban differences: XF=9 18"dfe4°-n.s.
1 P

: f Rural—urban differences, males. x?es 07§ df=4; n.s.

'vRural—urban differences, females XF—11 44' df—4'bp=.02

" w6

Sex differences. %%15.80; 2=2; p_.0004
o |
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" ‘Hypothesis 111C

Rural and urban French-Canadian adolescenté
will not differ in their attitudes toward

corporal punishment of children.

Consistency c¢hieck. The results of the consistency check have been

tabled on page 9§,




TABLE 16.

DISAGREE
%

UNCERTAIN
R

AGREE
7

1.

Consistency Comparison for Two Corporal Punishment Items by Resddence and Sex.

MALES

FEMALES

MALES

FEMALES

MALES

FEMALES

DISAGREE UNCERTAIN AGREE
k 7 3
Total Maleé Females | -?otal Méleé"Females Females
36,7 » 30.0  41.5 3.2 1.8 4.2 1.4 . 2.4 0.8
L S Foovy ¢ r oy ¢
323 (3h.4 23,6 46 0.0 030 3.1 0.0 2.8
39.8 '43.§ 41.4 - 5.4 2.4 4.6 1.1 1.2 0.0
Totaln.ﬁalés Females - 'jToﬁai Males Females fotal Males Females
18.1 - 16,0 19.6 o.'7_l L2 04 0.2 0.6 0.0
Eovy oo Ey S A
13,8 6.3 22.2 0.0 0.0 2.8 1.5 0.0 0.0
1.1 0.0 . 0.0 0.0 0.0 __ 0.0
vTotai: ﬁales Females ' Total Males Females . Total Males Females
1 32.8 0.9 ‘L2 0.8 0.7 1.8 0.0
¢ N S I Y ¢
0.0 6.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.2
‘ 2.4 0.0 0.0 0.0

‘indicates consistent responses.

0.0

0.0

96




CHAPTER IV
Discussion

The discussion of results Will focus én the three main areas of
investigation: courtship, marriage, and child—rearing. >Where
statistically significant differences were found on separate indexes,
these will be discussed in relation to the main-t0pic which they |
represented.

Attitudes toward courtship

Two indexes were included to test for rural-urban differences
with regard to attitudeé toward courtship. ‘These were attitudes
toward thé double standard in dating and the influence of religious
beliefs on dating attitudes.

With respect to éttitudes toward courtship, the only statistically.
significant_differences which were found were sex differences on the |
double standard index. Contrary to exﬁectations, a greater percentage
of males (54.3%) scored non-traditionally than females (44.6%).

Thié was accompaﬁied by a significéntly greater percentage of
:inuermediate scores (55.1%) among females than among males (43.9%).
One would expect males to bé more ih favor of the double standard
. /

than feméles. Traditionally, the double standard has been thought to be

to the male's advantage, because of its association with male
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dominance (Leslie, 1967); The double standard also assigns total
responsibility for the degree of sexual activity Fo the female (Leslie,
1967). However, the data suggest that the opposite is true; that females
adhere more to the double standard than males. 1In light of traditiomal
male adherence to the double standard, it is difficult to explain
these findings. According to Udryb(l966: 132), the double standard is
accepted by some women as "a source of self-definition and role
preséripéion". But why females in the sample would’adhefe more to the
double standard thaﬁ the males remains a puzzling issue. It may be that
males in that age group (mean age of subjects: 16.97'Years)vhave.1ess
dating experience'thanfhe females, due to the dating age differential
(Saxton;le68};~~Conseéuentlyfwthe~malesmmay~be“voicingMcurrent*éttitudes~""
which discredit the double Standérd, without actuélly having the datiné
experience_to substantiate these attitudes. The femaleé may not
approve of the double standard, but having more dating experience may
be, in their responses, acknowledging the double standard as a "given"
in the dating system. Acknowledging the '"name of the game" is a -
different dimension than subscribing to thé double sténdard. If this is
so, thena furthér‘explénation“can*ﬁé_made.' Eveﬁ“though the males"
apparently repudiated the double standard, double standard attitudes
may be latent among, and unrecognized by these males (Udry, 1966).
vAnother possible explanation is ﬁhét the double standard may not
" be as much in favor of the male as it was once thought to be. If the
disappearance of the double standard means greater sexual freedom for

females, then this may result in an advantage for the males, through
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the provision of a greater field of eligible females. If the
disappearance of the double standard also means the end of classifying
women as ''good" and "bad", then the male need no longef restrict his
sexual activity to "bad" women. Consequently, it would be logical
that the males appeared more aﬁti—double standard than the females.

Although the percentage of intermediaté scores for females (55.1%)
was higher than that for the males, the percentage of male intermediate
scores (43.9Z)>Was sufficiently high to suggest that males tendad to
be confused over the issue’of the double standard. With respect to
the douBle standard, Leslie (1967: 399) states: "As it weakens, ié
forces young peoplevtowardba choice between the absﬁinence standard
or a permissive standard for both meén and women'". Our data suggest .
that males gravitated towafd the permissive standard, while females
"favored the abstinence standard. :It could thus be questioned whather
the double standard is disappearing at all, or if instead of one
double standard,'there may possibly be two conflicting single standards.

Additional findings. A COnsideration of specific items in the

double standard index provides further evidence for the statement that
confusion exists with fegard to the double standard. Two notable
exampies were found.

All residence groups showed a high percentage of agreement (89.3%
farm, 91.5%‘village,291.3% city) to the statement attributing the
responsibility of setting limits in sexual behaviour on a date to both
parties. However, when the same statement was worded -such that the

responsibility was attributed solely to the boy, or solely to the girl,
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responses conflicted. Although all residential groups tended to
disagree with the statement that responsibility belonged solely to
either the girl or the boy, the percentage of disagreement Was‘greater
for attributing the responsibility to the boy than for attributing the
responsibility to the girl. Correspondingly, the percentage of
agreement to attributing the responsibility to the boy was less than
the percentage of agreement to attributing the responsibility to the
girl. Peréentageé of "uncertaiﬁ" responses were also considerably
higher for the "boy" item than for the "girl" item (see Table 17,

page 101). |

Another example of.inconsistency was high agreement with the item
that -stated—that—a-young man should"test"his girlfriend;-and much---
lesser disagreement to the statement that a girl who yields to a boy's
sexual advances is weak (see Table 18, page 102). The above examples
lend support to the suggestion of the latency of the double standard.
The inconsistencies noted in the reéponses to the fesponses to the two
pairs of items suggest that the same standard-of sexual behaviour is
not being applied to both sexes. Evidence of the double standard in
heterosexual relationships among French-Canadian young people has
previously been noted by Moreux (1971).

Summary. The hypotheses of no differences between rural and
urban French-Canadian adolescents With'regard to double standard
attitudes and the influence of religious béliefé on dating attitudes
were accepted. The hypothesis of no differences between males and
females with respect fo attitudes toward courtship was also accepted.
‘Although sex differences were found in double standard attitudes,.

!




TABLE 17. Respohsibility in.Premarital Behaviour by Residence

VRESIDENCE "Boy responsible"l ' - "Girl responsible"2
| ~ DISAGRE UNCERTAIN  AGREE DISAGREE  UNCERTAIN  AGREE
S SR A % ‘o 4 %
FARM . 5311 27.5 19.4 49,1 17.4 33.5
VILLAGE ~ 54.8 27.8 17.4 51.3 12.8 35.9
crry 67.1  17.4 155 | 563 143 29.2

/

1. "The responsibility for "establishing limits" in sexual matters during dating is that of the boy".

2. "The responsibility for "establishing limits" in sexual mattersiﬂu;ing dating is that of the girl".

10T



TABLE 18, Inconsistency in Responses on two Double Standard Items by Residence

i

RESIDENCE " rem 1t
AGREE DISAGREE
7 : 7
FARM 8.8 70.0
- VILLAGE 11,1 72,6
CITY 6.2 78.9

ITEM 22
AGREE DISAGREE>
7 7
41,5 3.4
b4 S 42,7

34.8 47.5

1, "A young man should "test" his girlfriénd by making sexual advances to her":

2. "A girl who yields to a boy's sexual advances is weak".

3. For clafity purposes, uncertain. responses have been omitted from these tables;

therefore, percentages do not add up to-100.

20T
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insufficient evidence was found for the rejection of the hypothesis

of overall sex differences in attitudes toward courtship. Therefore,
the data provided no support for the research hypothesis of
rural-urban differences and only minimalksupport for the research
hypothesis of sex differences with regard to attitudes toward courtship
among French-Canadian adolesceﬁts in Manitoba (see Table 19, page 104).
The fact that sex differences were found on one index while no
rural-urban differenceé were found on either index may suggest that
Sex may be a better indicator of differences in attitudes toward N

courtship than residence.

Attitudes toward marriage

Attitudes toward marriage were tested by using ten selected
variables. These were attitudes toward divorce, sex-role differentiatioﬁ,
family size, early marriage, delay of child—bearing,bbirth control,
use of birth control devicés, interfaith marriage, interethnic
marriage, and familism.

With respect to attitudes toward marriage, statiétically
significant rural—urban differences were £ound regarding attitﬁdes
- toward family size, birth control, and familism.

A greater percentage of city subjects'scofed non-traditionally on
the family size index than village. and farm subjects. This difference
was largely accounted for by the female segment of the sample.
However, it is noteworthy that the percentages of traditional scores

were small for all residence groups, indicating that only a few




TABLE 19. Summary of Courtship Attitudes by Index

INDEX

1A.
Double .
Standard

1B.

Religion—
Dating

1. Refers to significance level of chi-square value.

NUMBER OF

ITEMS

'RURAL-URBAN
- DIFFERENCES

. RURAL-URBAN
* DIFFERENCES

M F

SEX

" 'DIFFERENCES

70T
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adolescents in the sample had strongly favorable attitudes toﬁard
large families. Decrease in family size has been feported for both
rural and urban French-Canadian families in Quebec (Kubat and
Thornton, 1974; Henripin, 1971). Information from 1971 census data
shows only small differences between the average number of children
per family in urban, rural non-farm, and farm families in Manitoba.
Also, it is shown that the greatest proportion of families in Manitoba
have between zero and two children under the age of 25 1iving.in thg
family (Kubat and Thornton, 1974: 97). .Therefore, it is not
surprising that thevadolesgents in this sample generally did not
respond traditionally on the family size index. However, the high
percentages-of intermediate scores among all residence-groups—(63.9%
of the total sample) warrant particular attention._ The intermediate
scores may suggest a certain degreeiof ambivalence in the attitudes
of French-Canadian adolescents toward family size.

The'resbonseé to tﬁobof the items includéd in the family size
index seem to suggest a non~traditional attitudinal orientation
to family size among French—-Canadian adolescents in Manitoba. There
was substantial disagreement to the statements, "A married couple
should have as many children as their income will permit", and
"Married couples who decide not to have any children, even if they
can afford to, are selfish" (see Table 26, page 105). It seems.
then, that there was agreement to the ideas that married couples
_ have-a choice in deciding whether or not to have children, and
furthermore, in déciding how many children they want.

Rural-urban differences in attitudes toward birth control showed




TABLE 20.

RESIDENCE

FARM
VILLAGE

CITY

Responses to Two Family Size Items by Residence

rrEM 11
AGREE . DISAGREE
% o
27,5 525
30.8 53.0

23,0 61.5

ITEM 22
AGREE - DISAGREES
g A
21.4 ' 62.3
23.1 59,0
20,5 63.4

1, "Married couples who decide not to have any children, even if they can afford:to, are selfish".

2. "A married couple should have as many children as their income will permit".

3. Uncertain responses have been omitted from these tables fdrbclarity; therefore, percentages
do not add up to 100. ' T '

i

90T
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the city subjects to be the least traditional in their attitudes. The
percentage of non-traditional scores for the city subjects was
substantially higher than the percentage of non-traditional scores for
the farm aﬁd village subjects. As with femily size attitudes, it.was‘
found that the female segment of the sample accounted largely for the
residential differences. It should be noted that the percentages of
traditional scores were very small for all residence grouﬁs, indicating
virtually no strong opposition to birth control among all tesidence
groups. The high percentages of intermediate responses suggest that the .
adolescents in the sample, especially the "rural" segmeﬁt (farm and
village), held both positive and negative attitudes toward birth control.
Assuming that the majority of subjects were of the Roman Catholic faith,
it is evident why the subjects respopded mostly in the intermediate
score category. Although the Roman Catholic Church does not oppose the
principle of birth-control;“itvplaces_strict restrictions on the practice
of birth control. With respect to birth control, Garigue (1970) has
pointed out»the close relationship between the Church's teachings and:
marital duties in the French-Canadian family, and that French-Canadians -
prefer to use birth control methods which are consietent with the
teachings of .the Chutch. In his sample of adolescents, Hobart (1972)
found that more English than French-speaking subjects wanted to use
birth control. The tendency for urban adolescents in this sample to be
less traditional than their rural couﬁterparts with regard to attitudes
toward bitth control suggests that utban living is morebconducive to
pesitive attitudes toward birth control. One is reminded here of

Wirth's (1938) description of urban family life in which mothers are
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more likely to be employed and families are more likely to be smaller
or even childless, than in rural families. Thus, in such a setting,
birth control becomes a necessity and thus any moral detefrents which
may exist against birth control may become less effective. Itlis
debatable, however, whether adolescents would view birth control in
this light (i.e., as an economic neceséity), because this is not a
problem of iﬁmediate concern to them. However, it may be thét urban
adolescents come from smaller families than the rural adolescents,
and therefore, have accepted gipth control as a given in marriage.
Urban adolescents are possibly more seﬁsitized to the publicity on
birth control (or family planning) thap rural adolescents.

As suggested by the high percentagés of intermediate responses on
the:birth control index,“responses tb individual birth control items
varied from very traditional to very non-traditional. One ex;mple of
this type of contradiction was high percentage of agreement among all
residence groups to the questions, "It is the duty of marriéd bersons
to transmit human life", coupled with relati§eiy high percentage
of disagreement to the question, '"Married couples who do not want to
have any children are not fulfilling their Christian vocation"

(see Table 21, page 109). One is reminded here of Moreux's (1971)
statement with respect to the "uncénscious attachment" of |
French—-Canadian youth to traditional values.

Two interesting examples of sex differences in responses to
~ birth control items were noted. Females were more traditional.than
males in.their responses to the item, "A married couple's life is

incomplete without children". This suggests that parenthood is more




TABLE 21. Inconsistency on Two Birth Control Items by Residence

1 - ‘ 2

RESIDENCE ITEM 1 - . TTEM 2
' AGREE - DISAGREE AGREE. - DISAGREES
7 K 7 7
FARM | 71.9 16.3 24,5 5640
VILLAGE 735 16,2 2.8 . 55.6
crry 63.1 18.1 11,9 69.8

1. "It is the duty of married persons to transmit human life".
2, "Married coﬁples who do not want to have any children are not fulfilling their Christian vocation".

3. Uncertain responses have been omitted from these tables for clarity; therefore, percentages
do not-add up to 100. ' : o :

601
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important to the females than thé males, thus lending support to the
‘statements of Garigue (1970) and Moreux (1971), affirming the
importance of motherhood for the Frénch—Canadian woman. However,
females were less traditional than males on the question, "Sexual
relationsiin mgrriage should be destined exclusively toward the
procreation of children" (see Table 22, page 110). Therefore,
although it seems important to the}females{that married couples have
children, it also seems important that family size be controlled.
This may be explained by the perceived greater burden on the female
when family size is large. This explanation has previously been

suggested by Miner (1939). Also, the "recreational" (vs. procreative)

aspect—of- sexual-relations-has-become-more—emphasized—for-the-female.--.

in recent years.

bAs with family size and birth control, urban subjects were also
found to be less traditional than rural subjects with respecf to
familistic attitudes. The major difference im scores was between
the farm and the city subjects. Again, substantial percentages'of
intermediate écores were noted for all residence groups and especially
among farm adolescents, where the proportion of iIntermediate scorés
exceedéed the proportion of non-traditional scores. ' This indicates
the presence of feelings of loyalty améng French-Canadian adolescents
in Manitoba. A clearetr picturé of the extent of this loyalty can be
obtained by focusing on some of the items in the familism index.
High agreement to fhe,statement, A person should always be completely
loyal to his family" was noted among all residence groups (83.1% farm,

77.8% village, 78.8% city).. However, this loyalty séemed to extend




TABLE 22, Sex Differences in Responses on Two Birth Control Items

ITEM 1™ : ITEM 2° -

AGREE UNCERTAIN  'DISAGREE AGREE UNCERTAIN DISAGREE

% i S A ¥ T % %
. | MALES 47.5 10,2 42,4 | 195 21,3 59.2
' FEMALES - 59.5 10,6 - . 29.9 +9.9 17.2 72.9

| ' 1. "A married couple's life is incomplete without children" @o =7. 64 df_Z; p=.02).

2, "Sexual Eelations in marriage should be destined exclusively toward the procreation "of

- children" (X"z11.13; df=2; p_.004) §~

11T
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mostly to nuclear family (parents and siblings) boundaries. For
example, subjects tended to agree that one should help parents

"support younger brothers and sisters 1f need be (75.9% férm, 76.1%
village, 76.6% city). Feelings of loyalfy to parents, however, did not
seem‘tolencompass the duty to reside close to the parental hoﬁe.
Generally, subjécts tended to disagree that at least one married child
should reside close to parents (67.3% farm, 74.4% village, 71.3% city).
This is understandable in that it is often impossible for children

to reside close to pafents, especially if there are no economic
opportunities for_them'close to the pafents' residence. Although
there was general disagreement to the item stating that the family
should have the right to dictate the conduct of its members, there

was a tendency to agree that a peréon shquld avoid actions which
displease hié family (see Téble 23, page 112). In relation to the
previous statement, Garigue'(1970)Lfound that the selection of a

mate by French-Canadian young people is influenced by the kin group.
Although the influence is indirect, in that the kin group does not
choose thewmate,:the chqice usually corresponds to the expectations

of the family.

Thus the data indicate thét familistic attitudes are’operatiée
among both rural and urban Ffench—Canadian adolescents in.Manitoba,
although somewhat less among grban adolescents. Both Piddington (1961)
and Garigue (1970) have stressed the importance of kinship ties
among Frenéh—Canadians. Althbugh the attitudes of the adolescents
in this sample indicate that the characteristic solidarity of the

kin group as manifested in the ideal folk societyV(Redfield, 1947)




TABLE 23 .

RESIDENCE

FARM

VILLAGE

- CITY

Inconsistency in Responses to Two Familism Items by Residence

1M 1t
AGREE - DISAGREE
7 3
23.3 57.2
22,2 52,1
2.4 ' 57.8

1TEM 22
AGREE = DISAGREE®
3 | 7
43,5 31.1
43.6 29.9

- 50.9 . 29.8

1. "The femily should have the right to dictate the condﬁcﬁ of its members".

- 2. "A person sould avold all actions which displease his family".

3. Uncertain responses have been omitted from these tables for clarity, therefore, percentages
do not add up to 100. : . : )

€11




114

does not exist, it is evident that feelings of loyalty toward the

'
1

family are present;
With respect to attitudes toward interfaith marriage, significant
rural—urban differences were found in the female segment of the sample
only. More urban females scored non—traditionally than farm and
village females. Females of alivresidenee groups, however, were
highly favorable tewerd feterfaitﬁ marriage.: Thie_is not surprising,
because it has beeﬁ estimated by Thoﬁaek(1956) tﬁat 30% of Roman

Catholics marry outside their faith,' Slnce this figure is somewhat

outdated and because Thomas referred to the United States in his R

estimate, it is dlfficult to know how closely Roman Catholics in
Canada follow this pattern. However, it can be reasonably suggested

that the proportion is probably higher than that estimatedbbvahomas.

{
i

The rationale that "the smaller: the proportlon\a rellgious group

is of ‘the populatlon, the fewer the’ potential marriage partners

of the same faith" (Nye and{Berardq, 1973: 145), may help to
'explain the greater'percentage_of non-traditional scores among

the urban French-Canadian females in Manitoba., Other causes for the
1ncreaee in 1nterfa1th marriages have been reported. These are:

1) cultural 31m11ar1ty resullting from different groups coming into
contact with each other, 2)‘acceptance of certain cultural values

such as the democratic ideal, the romantic complex, and the right
of young people to select their own mates, and 3) the weakening of
church controls over marriage (Barnett, 1971). To this list may be

added the fact that the Roman Cathblic Church has relaxed its rules
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with regard to interfaith marriage; rather than discouraging interfaith
marriage, the Church now attempts to support sueh marriages through
various counselling programs.
| It is interesting to note that rural-urban differences did not
exist in the male segment of the sample with respect to attitudes
toward interfaith marriage. This could be explained by the possibility
that females subscribe more to‘the romantic ideal than males (Udry,
1966) .

With respect to marriage, no overall rural-urban differences
were foﬁnd in attitudes toward divorce, sex-role differentiation,
age of marriage, use of birth eontrol devices, and interfaith marfiage.
It must be noted that although ne rural-urban differences were found
with respect to divorce aftitudes, subjects of all residence groups
tended to score in the non-traditiomal direction. This could be
attributed to the fact that divorce is probably the one issue on which
the Roman Catholic'Cherch has‘maintained its strict stand. There has
been no relaxation of rules with respect to divorce, as there has
been in other areas, for example, interfaith marriage. It is
surprising, however,_that rﬁral:u‘rban_. differences were found with
respect to the principle of birth control, but not with respect to
the use of birth control devices. This may be explained by the fact
that questions in the birth control index invoked religious beliefs
‘while questions in the birth control device index did not. In the
birth control index, the invocation of religious beliefs perhaps
made the statements more personal. Because the questions in the .

birth control device index were stated is such a general wéy, it
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could be suggested that the subjects did not ﬁerceive the questions
as applying to ﬁhemselves‘necessariiy, but rather to the population
as a whole. It seems possible that the adolescents in the sample
held two sets of attitudes with regard to birth control, i.e.,
ambivalence toward birth control for oneself, and acceptance of birth
control for the population as a whole.
Finally, it is interesting that rural-urban differences were found
with respect to family size, birth control, and familism but not
with respect to the other dimensions of marriage which were tested.
Differences in family size and birth controi attitudes between the
residence groups may be explained by the close relationship between
these two dimensions, and by,the controversy within the Roman Catholic
Church which surrounds these issues. Rural—urban'differepces in
familistic attitudes could possibly be related to the differences in
the nature of rural and urban family relationships ae seen in the
theoretical models which were presentea (Redfield, 1947; Wirth, 1938).
Summary. Three of-the null hypotﬁeses testing rural-urban
differencee with respect to attitudes toward marriage were rejected.
These-were-the- family-size- hypothesisy the-birth contrel-hypothesis,-
~and ‘the familism hypothesis. On the basis of the data obtained, the
hypotheses of no differences with respect to divorce, sex-role
differentiation, early marriage, the use ef birth control devices, and
interfaith marriage were accepted. It was impossible to test the
hypotheses of no differenees'with respect to delay of child-bearing
after marriage and interethnic marriage because of an insufficient

number of items on each index.
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Therefore, the data provide only minimal support for the
research hypothesis of rural-urban differences with regard to attitudes
toward marriage among French-Canadian adolescents in Manitoba.
The null hypothesis with regard to sex differences in attitudes toward
'marriagé was also accepted. No support was found for the reseafch
hypothesis of sex differences with respect to attifudes toward

marriage (see Table 24, page 117).

Attitudes toward child-rearing

Three indexes tested attitudes toward child-rearing. These were:
attitudes toward child-rearing practices, the importance of
religious educatipn, and attitudes toward corpofal punishment.

With respect to child—rearing attitudes, significant rural-urban
differences were fouﬁd in the fema1é segment ofbthe sample only in
relation to the importance of religious.eaucation. Again, urban
females appeared to be the least traditional, but the trend for
females of all residgnce groups was toward traditional attitudes
toward religious éducation. Sex differences with respect to the
importance of religious gducation were also siggificant, indicating
the greater importance of religion for females than for males. These
findings seem consistent wifh male and femaleiroles as dgscribed
in the literature on the French-Canadian family. _The educator role
of the mother has been sﬁressed both in early studies (Miner, 1939)
and in more recent studies (Garigue, 1970). The importance of

religion in general has also been stressed for both rural and urban




TABLE 24. Summary of Attitudes Toward Marriage by Index
‘ ,

NUMBER OF RURAL-URBAN RURAL-URBAN

SEX
" "INDEX- ~ ITEMS " DIFFERENCES " DIFFERENCES " 'DIFFERENCES
' M F

A1A, 1
Divorce 9 n.s. n.s. n.s. n.s.
11B.
Sex-role 12 n.s. n.s. n.s. n.s.
11c. o "
Family Size 5 p=.04 o n.s. p=.04 n.s.
11D. K .
Age of Marriage 3 ' n.s. n.s. N.S. n.s.
11F. _
‘Birth Control 13 - p=0019 n.s. p=.01 n.s.
116,
Use of Birth :
Control Devices 5 n.s. n.s. n.s. n.s.
11H.
Interfaith 5 n.s. N.S. p=.03 n.s.
11J. ' :
Familism 15 " p=.05 n.s. n.s. n.s.

1, In all cases, "n.s." refers to significance level of chi-square
values at .05 or smaller are indicated.

value; significant

8TT
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French-Canadian families (Miner, 1939; Hughes, 1943; Piddington, 1961;
Garigue, 1970; Gerin, 1971). The greater concern with religious education
education which was found among the females than the malesiin this
sample Suggesfs that the French-Canadian faﬁily in Manitoba may tend -
to be matricentric. The matricentric structure of the French-Canadian
family in the history of Frenéh Canada (Quebec) has been noted by
Ishwaran (1971). The French-Canadian male's attraction for trading
and hunting pﬁrsuits was seen as an éttempt to flee the iﬁfluence of
church leaders, who stréése@ the merits of agriculture.

Summary. The null hypotﬁeses regarding rural-urban differences
with respect to child-rearing pfactices and the importance of
religious education were accepted. Although rural-urban differences
with respect to the importance of religious education were found among
the females in the sample; insufficient evidenée was found for the
rejeCtion’of the null hypothesis regarding‘overall rural-urban
differences. Because of the insufficient number of items regarding
corporal punishment, it was iﬁpossible to test the hypothesis of
no differences with respect to attitudes toward corporal punishment. .
Therefore, no support was found for the research hypothesis which
postulated rural-urban differences With‘ﬁeépect to attitudes toward
child-rearing.

~ The hypothesis of no differences between-malesvand females
with respect to attitudes toward child—réaring‘was accepted because
sek differences were foﬁnd on one of the.three indexes only. Thus,.
‘only minimal evi&ence was found to support the research hypotheéis

of sex differences with respect to child-rearing attitudes. It must
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be noted that the child-rearing index showed poor split-half
reliability and thus, the hypothesis requires further investigation.

Attitudes toward Child—rearing‘have been summarized on Table_25, page

120.

‘Applicability of theoretical models

Rural-urban variationshwith regard to family size and birth
control among French-Canadians have previously been noted (Henripin,
1971; Reyfitz, 1953; Charles, 1948). Researchers have related these
variations to the process of urbanization. Traditionally,
French-Canadians were noted for their high fertility. This was
attributed mainly to the influence of the Roman Catholic Church, which
~ encouraged large families (Miner, 1939). However, with population
growth also came the flow of population into urban centers. The
urban setting, according to Wirth (1938), is more conducive to
smaller families. In contrast to the folk society where the familyy
is both_a production and a cbnsumption unit (Redfield, 1947), the
urban lifestyle is characterized by separation of work place and
residence (Wirth, 1938). Therefore, the home (and hence, the family)
is ﬁdstly_a conéumptioﬁ unit, and consequently large families are |
economically unnecessary (perhaps even undesirable) and thus not
positively valued. However, Wirth (1938) has stated that the‘influence
of urbanisﬁ extends béyohd the cities. 1In this study, the_findings
with respect.to attitudes toward family‘size and birthvcontroi seem to

testify to the statement that, "In a highly urbanized country, the




TABLE 25. Summary of Child-rearing Attitudes by Index

NUMBER OF. RURAL-URBAN RURAL-URBAN SEX

INDEX ~ ' ITEMS ' "DIFFERENCES " 'DIFFERENCES " 'DIFFERENCES
M F '

111A. 1

Child-rearing 9 n.s. , n.s. 1n.s. n.s,™

1118B.

Religious . '

Education 6 n.8. _ n.s. p=.02 p=.0004

1. Refers to significance level of chi-square value.

YAN
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rural cannot be all that rﬁral" (Ishwaran, 1971: 383). Instead of
divergent rural-urban attitudes, parallel attitudes in the
non-traditional direction were found. The variations in attitudgs‘
were consistent, however, in that a greater proportion of urban |
adolescents responded non-traditionally than rural adolescents. on

on both indexes, i.e., family size and birth control. Wirth (1938: 1)
has described the city as "the characteristic locus of urbanism'.
Although the influence of urbanism is most evident in cities, it is
not confined td the city. In this study, the findings with regard to
family sizerand birth control are a festimony to tﬁat stétement.'

The importance of the kin group in the rural French-Canadian
familyAhasmbeen_wellwdocumentedvfﬂughQS,rl943; Miﬁer,»l939). Whereas
familistic attitudes have been reported to be weak among urban
North American families in general (Udry, 1971; Sirjamaki, 1947), the
importance of kinship ties in the urban French~Canadian family has
been stressed (Garigue, 1970; Piddingtomn, 1961). Wirth (1938: 21)
has suggested'that in the urban setting, the characteristic solidarity of
of the kin group in the folk society (Redfield, 1947) is weakened
and the family unit is "emancipated from the larger kinship group".
Evidence of this urban phenomenon was found in this study. Generally,
familistic attitudes of the French-Canadian adolescents invthe sample
reflected a'strbﬁg commitment to nugleér family members (parents and
siblings) but weaker bonds to other kiﬁ.

.Finally; the importance of religious education among
French-Canadian adolescents in Manitoba warrants particular

attention in terms of the theoretical models which have been
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presented. The pattern of responses with respect to religious
education indicated a traditional direction among all residence

groups (no significant rural—ﬁrban differences). The importance of
religion is characteristic of the folk society (Redfield, 1947).
Howe&er, the importance of religion has also been reported for urban
French-Canadian families (Garigue, 1970), and may be inferred from the
attitudes toward religious education expressed by both rural and ﬁrban
adolescents in this study. Wirth (1938) has suggestéd that in the
urban setting there is no fundamental philosophy of life which can
guide an individual's behaviour. The importance of religious education
among rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents iﬁ Manitoba

may be a manifestation of the reteﬁtion of the importance of

religion is an urban society in order to maintain "an organization or

integration of conventional understandings" (Redfield, 1947: 298).
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CHAPTER V

Conclusions

This study attempted to identify rural-urban variations with respect
to family-related values ambng French-~Canadian adolescents. It was felt
that the rural environment would facilitate.the maintenance -of
traditional values due to the cultural homogeneity of population in rnral
Franco-Manitoban communities. It was expected that adolescents living
in rural communities'wonld have been exposed to a homogeneous set of
values which wére supported by the vast majority of community members.
In:the urban setting, which is characterized-by pluralism,-the urban
adolescent would be more likely to be exposed to different and
" perhaps conflicting attitudes toward family life through residence in a .
multi-cultural environment and attendance in culturally heterogeneous

schools.

Summary of findings

A comparison of rural and urban French-Canadian adolescents
(grade eleven and grade twelve students) in Manitoba showed that
rural-urban variations‘in attitudes existed on three of the eight
indexes measuring attitudés toward marriage. Findings were in the
direction expected, i.n., urban subjects were less traditionally

oriented than their rural counterparts. The female segment of the




125

sample accounted largely for .rural-urban differences with respecf to
 family size and birth control. No overall rural-urban differences

were found with respect to attitudes toward courtéhip and child-rearing.
HoweVer; rural-urban variations with regard to interfaith'marfiage

and- the importance.of religious education were found among the feﬁales
in the sample. Urban females were less traditionally orientedlthan
rural females. Sex differences ﬁerefnoted on double standard attitudes
“and éttitudes toward the importance of religious education. Males were
less traditionally.oriented than féﬁales on both indexes.

Generally, the attitudes of French-Canadian adolescents with
respect to courtship, marriage, and child-rearing supported the model
of the urban family, and furthermore,.supported the concept of cultural
similarity between the rural and urban segments of the French-Canadian
population. The high percentages of intermediate responses as well as
the>impoftance of religious eduéation expressed by the subjects seeﬁ
to suggést confusion among French-Canadian adolescents in Manitoba,:

and also a perceived need for moral guidance.

Limitations of the study

Assuming that the responses‘of the subjects correctly reflected
attitudes commonly held by Franco-Manitoban families represented by
'the adolescents in the sample, this study has identified some areas
of variation beﬁween rural and ufban fémily values among a group of.
French—Cénadian adolescents in Manitoba.

The majbr‘methqdologicél limitation of this sfudy was that the
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instrument was not pre-tested, Although the possibility of a piiot
study was considered by the investigator,.it_was rejected due to the
uncertainfy of obtaining an adequate sample for the study. It was:
impossible for the investigator to predict the reaction of school
principals to the study, and it was feared that, in case of opposition
to the study, a pilot sample would have reduced the possibility of
obtaining an adequate sample for the study. However, support for the
study was overwhelming and cénsequently a pilot study would have beeﬁ
‘feasible.

A pilot study would have eliminated several problems in relation
to the instrument. 1In the first place, the reliability and validity
of the questionnaire could have been established prior to the data
collection. Instead, a:split—half reliability check was performed on
the twelve indexes after the data was collected. Poor split-half
reliability was foﬁnd on one of the twelve indexes. This problem
could have been dealt with, had a pilot test been'conducted. Since
the child—rearing index showed poor split-half reliability, the
findings derived from it are rendered doubtful. Secondly, the index
method of analysis could have been develoﬁed using preétest data. It
would have been evident, then, that a minimum of three items was
requifed to test a hypothesis adequately, using the index method.

As it was, three null hypotheses were not tested due to an insufficient
number of items. Als, a piiot test wquldihave probably reduced(the
number -of items in-the<quesfionnaire, as the -index -method of anélysis
identified "intermediate" #ttitudes (neither strongly traditional or

strongly non-traditional). Therefore, it was unneéessary to include
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"intermediate" items in the questionnaire.

A second limitation of the study is that the investigator failed
to ask the religious affiliation of the subjecté in the personal
information section of the questionnaire. Although it can be reasonably
assumed that the majority'of subjects were of the Roman Catholic faith,
it is impossible to state this as a fact.

A third limitation of the study is one ﬁhich is inherent in the
type of instrument which was used, the questionnaire. It was evident
that some of the questions may have been confusing to the subjects,
and furthermore, that subjects may have interpreted some questions
differently than the investigator. Some possibly misinterpreted
or confusing questions were identified by high percentages of
uncertain responses on the part of the subjects. Although precautions
had been taken to avoid this problem by having the questionnaire
translated back into English by the two judges, the prbblem wés
apparently not totally alleviated.

A fourth limitation is that testing the attitudes of subjects
gives very little information with regard to actual behaviour.
However, it is debatable_whéther subjects would be as honest in
answering questions relating to behaviour as in answering attitudinal
questions. Also, in testing attitudes, it is difficult to know
what influences underly the attitudes expressed by subjects. One
wonders whether findings woﬁld have been similar had the adolescents

been tested in the home environment rather than the school environment.
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This study raises some important questions in relation to the
French-Canadian family. 1In order to adequately test the effects of
a heterogeneous environment (such as Maqitoba) on French-Canadian
family values, a parallel study of rural and urban French-Canadian
adolescents in Quebec could be conducted. Also, in order to
distinguish between cultural values and religious values in certain
areas_of“family_life,_itﬂwould*behiﬁterestingmto,comparehFrench=Canadian
adolescents ﬁith adolescents of another ethnic group closely associated
with Catholicism, e.g., Ukrainian Canadians.. Thirdly, this study
was concerned with the present attitudes ofAOne generationvof
French-Canadians only. Assessmenf of change in family values could
be accomplished through tﬁe presentation of the questionnaire to two
_ generations of French-Canadians, i.e., adolescents and their parents.
Fourthly, in order to test the suggestion'that the attitudes expressed
by the adolescents in this sample reflected values commonly held
by urban families in general, a sample of French—-Canadian adolescents
could be compared to an English-speaking sample of a&olescents.
Fﬁrthermore, the relative differences between the attitudes expressed
by the rural and drban segments  of this sample suggests the possibilisy
of testing a cultural lag theory in relation to rural-urban differences.
This could be dome by comparing a French—Canadianbsample and a sample
of another ethnic group in relation to rural-urban variations.

In sum, by identifying soﬁs of the attitudes of French-Canadian

adolescents in Manitoba, this. study may be of value to those who are
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directly involved in working with French-Canadian youth, such as
educators, youth group leaders, and religious leaders. It is hoped
that other studies on the French-Canadian family in Manitobabwill

follow.
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APPENDIX A
THE INSTRUMENT AND PROCEDURE

(FRENCH QUESTIONNAIRE)

138




Dans les pages suivantes, vous trouverez plusieurs déclarations
que vous avez déjd probablement entendues au sujet des fréquentations,
du mariage et de la vie familiale. A moins d'instructions spéciales.
indiquez vos sentiments envers. chaque déclaration, en vous servant
de la mesure suivantes

FDTD-~Je ns sui; Pas Du Tout D'accord

PDewewJe ne guis Pas D'accord

I«——==Incertain

Dew=~=Je suis D'accord

ED—ew-Je suis ;E_ntiﬁrement D'accord

Pour chague guestion, encerclez la r;fgonse gui décrit le mieux

vos sentiments.

Par exemples

Les jeunes d'aujourd'hui ne sont pas responsables. PD 1 D ED.

N.B. CECI N'EST PAS UN EXAMEN. IL N'Y A PAS DE "BONNES" QU "MAUVAISES"
REPONSES. NOUS VOUS DEMANDONS SEULEMENT DE REPONDRE A CHAQUE QUESTION
HONNETEMENT. LE QUESTIONNAIRE EST ANONYME, DONC N'ECRIVEZ PAS VOTKE
NOM_SUR CETTE COPIE. )

"AGE,

SEXE: M F____

LANQUE MATERNELLE:

RESIDENCE: FERME_
VILLAGE_____
VILLE_ .

AUTRE {spécifiez)

Ayant complét€ la 12° annes, comptez-vous poursuivrs vos Studes? OUI NON
’ PEUT-ETRE
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1, Ce serait une bonne chose que les filles soisnt aussi
libres que les garcons de faire des rendez-vous avec

ceux~ci. _ PDTD - PD I D ED
2. Une personne qui a des rapports sexuels avant les mariage

ne pourra jamais parvenir su bonheur dans le mariags. PDTD PD I DO ED
3. Lles plaisirs du corps perdent 1'6na. \ PDTD PD I D ED

4. Une personne séparfe de son époux{se) ne devrait pas frihuantnr
{sortir avec) d'autres personnes du sexe opposés PDTD PD 1 D ED

5. Quand un couple marié ne s'aime plbs,‘il est -acceptable
qu'il obtienne un divorce. PDTD PD I D €D
6. Un garcon devrait compléter son dducation avant de ss mariesr. PDTD PD I D ED o i

7. Un couple marié avec un revenu suffisant ne devrait avoir
que deux enfants méme s'il a les moyens d'en &lever plus. PDTD PD I D ED

8. Jusqu 3 1'dge de 18 ans, un enfant devrait toujours obéir . :
3 ses parents. : v PDTD PD I D ED

9. Jusqu'3d 1'8ge de 18 ans, les enfants devraient donner 1'argent
qutils gagnent 4 leurs parents si les parents en ont besoin. PDTD PD I D ED

10. Le mari devrait faire toutss les décisions quz concernent : :
les matidres financidres. PDTD PD 1 D €D
11. L'autorité de faire les décisions devrait 8tre cslle du

mari, méms pour les choses qui concarnent la femne. POTD PD I D ED

12. Quand il y & des enfants dans la famille, le r618 de mire
est aussi 1mportant que le rfle de femme. PDTD PD I D ED

13. C'est le devoir des personnas marifes de tranamettra la vie .
humaine. N PDTD PD 1 D ED

14. Un couple mari€ qui ne veut pas du tout avoir d'enfents ne o o
remplit pas sa vocation chrétienns. ] PDTD "PD "1 D ED

15. Personne ne.devrait avoir sccds aux mbthodes artificislles )
. de limiter les naissances. ' POTD PD I D ED
16. Les moyens artificiels de limiter les naissancas ns sont pas
natursls et donc, personne ne devrait s'en servir. PDTD PD I D ED .

17. 11 est tout probsble qu'un mariage mixte failligsa. £DTD Pb 1 D ED

18. Un enfant devrait respecter ses parents et lsur cbéir % - :
tout temps. . POTD PD I D ED

19. 11 est plus important pour une mére de bien baigner, habiller
et soigner ses enfants que de jouer avec sux. POTD PD 1 D ED

20. ‘Aucun enfant devrait @tre &levé sans dducation religieuss. PDOTD PD I D €D




21.
22.
23.

24.

25.

26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

.

.

Un garcon ne veut pas €pouser une fille qui cade 3 ses
invites sexuelles.

Lors des fréquentations, la responsabilité "d'£tablir les
limites" dans les mati®res sexuelles est celle de la fille.

Quand on embrasse chaque gaicon/fille qu'on fréﬁuente, on
diminue la valeur de ce symbole sacré d'affection.

Le “petting" est acceptable n'importe quand avant ls marisge.

Le mariage, c'est pour toujoura§ donc, le divorce n'sst pas
du tout acceptable.

Les jeunes couples marida devraient commencer % avoir des
enfants durant la premidre annde de leur mariage.

Les couples marifs qui décident de ne pas avoir d'snfants,
méme s'ils en ont les moyens, sont dgoistes.

Une personne devrait toujours Btre compldtement laoyale & sa
famille.

Toute personne devrait faire vivre ses oncles et ses tantes
si ceux-ci en ont besoin.

Le mari et la femme devraient avoir voix dgale dans las
décisions qui regardent toute la famillse.

Maintenir le ménage et élsver les enfants sont les

_ respansabilitéé de la femme.

32.

‘33

4.

3s.

36,

a7.

38.

39.

40.

La vocation d'une femme, c'est d'Stre mere de famille.

L'abstinence dans les relations sexuelles augmante'l'amour
conjugal en aidant au couple & surmonter son égoiama.

Seulsment les couples mari€s ou les couples fiancés devraient
avoir accks aux mfthodes artificielles de limiter les
naissances. )

Si un parti catholique épouse un parti non-catholique, le
parti non-catholique devrait se convertir. ’

11 est plus imﬁortant qu'un enfant soit hsureux et contentd

que propre.

Il est plus important pour un pira de comprendre ses enfants
que de les punir lorsqutils se conduisent mal.

La vie d'un enfant est trop facile aujourd'hui.

11 est convenable de claquer des enfants qui se cbnduieent
mal. . :

Une jeune fille devrait toujours s'habiller modestemsnt.

£DTD
PDTD

PDTD

PDTD

PpTD

PDTD
PDTD

PDTD

PDTD

PDTD

PDTD -

"PDTD

PDTD

PDTD

PDTD

PDTD
PDTD
PDTD
PDTD

PDTD

PD

"PD

FD

PD

FD

PD

PD

PD

PD

PD

PD

FD
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ED
ED

€D

ED

€D

3)
3)
€D
3)
£D.
ED
;ﬁ
€0
£D

ED

- ED

€D
ED,

€D -
ED.




4.
a2.
43.
44.

45.

46.
a7.
48.

49.

S0.

51.

52.
‘53.
54.

55.

56.

57.
58.

59.

60.

Pour une jeune fille, il est péché d'avoir des repports

. gexuels avant le mariagse.

Si un mariage est insupportable, il est mieux que le couple
obtienne une séparation légale plutBt qu'un divorcs.

Quand un homme est infid8le, sa femme devrait andurer
1'infidélité pour le bien de la famille.

Les familles nombreuses sont plus heureuaas que les petitcs
familles.

Une personne devrait éviter touts action qui déplait ) ea
famille.

L'opinion de la femme devrait avoir autant de poids dans las
matidres financigres que celle du mari.

Dans la famille, c'est le pirs qui devrait punir les enfants
pour des inconduites majsures.

Les hommes ont tendance & avoir le caractdre plus ferms que
les femmes.

"Le marlage et 1'amour congugal sont ordonnfs par leur
pature 3 la procréation et & l'éBucatxan des enfants."
(Humanas Vitas) :

Ltutilisation des méthodes de limitsr les naissances devrait’
ftre une question laissée B la conscience individuells.:—-—

11 importe peu quelle religion chret;enne un couple marif
décide de sulvxe, tant que les deux epoux suxvent la mBme
religion.

Les parents devraient faire toutes les décisions concernant
ce qui est le mieux pour leurs enfants. ~

Un pére devrait passer autant de temps avec ses filles
qu'avec ses garcons.

La religibn devrait Btre enseignde 3 ls maison et non pas
3 1'école.’

Un jeune homme devra1t mettre son smie & 1'épreuve en lui
faisant des invites sexuelles.”

Les rapports sexuels avant le mariage violent le caractdrs
sacrd du mariage.

_L'infid&1it& dans le mariage est un péchd grave.

Une fille devrait compléter son dducation avant de ss marier.

La famille devrait avoir le droit de diriger totalement
la conduite de chacun de ses membres.

Les besoins de la famille en gihé}al sont plus importants
que les besoins de 1'individu.
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Aprds llouvrage et durant les vacances, 10 mari dsvrait se
sentir tout aussi responsable que la femmes envers les
enfants.

Par nature,les hommes et les femmes ont des tempgrahants
différents.

"De fait les enfants sont le don le plus excellent du
mariage et ils contribuent grandement au bisn des parents
eux-mémes. " (Humanae Vitae)

Lors des fréquentations, la responsabilité "d'§tablir les
limites"dans les matidres sexuelles est cells du garcon.

Les mariages mixtes sont généralement de mauvais mariages.

Un enfant devrait se sentir libre de mettre en question les
riglements Etablis par ses parents s'il juge que ces
r¥glements ne sont pas justes.

Une éducation sans religion n'est.pas uns &ducetion compldts.

Un jeune homme honnfite ne devrait pas fréquenter une jeuns
fille qui donne 1'apparence d'€@trs promiscususe.

Pour un jeune garcon, il est pébhé'd'avcir des rapports
sexuels avant le mariage. :

Quand on se marie, c'est pour tou;ours, qua le mariags
soit heureux ou non.

Un jeune homme devrait 8tre au moins de 1'Sge de ans
avant de se marier. :

Lo:sque leurs parents se m8lent de ce qui ne les regardent
pas, un couple mqri& devrait ceaser de s'associer avec sux.

C'est la responsabilité d'un mari enveri Qa famills de
gagner un bon salaire et de leur fournir un foyer
convasnable.

Une femme devrait supporter les décisions de son mari,
n'importe ce qu 'elle en pense.

La plupart des gens se servent du contrfile dss naissancus‘
pour des raisons égoistes.

Quand un couple décide qu'il a assez d'anfants, il est
justifié de se servir de moysns artificiels pour empéchsr
d'autres naissances. .

Les enfants devraient pouvoir partager, sslon leurs
capacitfs, les dfcisions familiales.

Des bons parents s'efforcent de b&tir ls caractérs de leurs
enfants.

Par tempsiament. les garcons ont tendance 3% faire
mauvais usage des plaisirs du sexs.

Les convictions religieuses d'une Jeuna personns lui aident
3 surmonter les tentations lors des fréquentationa.
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B1. Le divorce est justifiable seulement lorsque les éboux : .
ont échoué complétement dans lesurs efforts de s'entendre. PDTD PD 1 D ED

B82. Un couple mari€ devrait avoir autant d'enfants que sﬁn .
revenue financier lui permet. POTD PD I D ED ° ’

83. Lors des fréauentations, la responsabilit£ "d*$tablir las -
limites" dans les matidres sexuelles est celle des deux

partis. _ o : ' POTD PD 1 D €D  °

84. Une partie du rfBlle d'un homme comme mari et pére est cells
d'&tre le disciplinaire. . PDTD PD I D ED

85. L'Sducation sexuelle devrait Etre donnde par des religieusss
et des prftres pour assurer que les jsunes gens forment
des attitudes correctes. PDTD PD I D ED

86. Les moyens artificiels de limiter les naissancesvencouragant
les maris 3 se servir de leurs femmes comme objets sexuels. PDTD PD I D ED

87. Les enfants devraient Stre encouragfs 3 grandir de leur

propre fagon. _ _ PDTD PD I D ED
88. Les parents devralent voir & ce que leurs enfants regoivent
une €ducation religieuse. PDTD PD I D ED
89. _Je préférerais €pouser quelqu'un qui n'est pas virginal(e). PDTD. PD I D ED .
90. Il est acceptable pour un couple qui ast en amour d'avoir des
rapports sexuels. PDTD PD 1 D ED
91. Une jeune fille devrait Qtre au moins de 1'8ge de____ans :

avant de se marier.

92. Au moins un enfant, lorsque marié, devrait résider prochs .
. de ses parents. - PDTD PD I D ED

93. Clest le mari qui devrait faire les décisions finales mais
il devrait premidrement en discuter avec sa femme. PDTD PD 1 D ED

94. Les méthodes de limiter les naissances devraient Stre
utilis€es seulement que par des couples marids. PDTD PD ! D ED

95. Quand on épouse quelqu'un qui n'appartient pas 3 son ‘groups :
ethnique, c'est comme si on abandonnait “lea nBtres". PDTD PD ! D ED -

96. 1l sst plus important pour un pere de participer dans les
activit€s récréationelles de ses enfants qus de developper ) )
des habitudes d’obfissance chez ses enfants. . PDTD PD 1 D ED

97. .11 est mal pour un jeuﬁe homme de parsuader son amis 3
prendre part & -des actions qui uccasiocnnent le plaisir
ssxuel. B POTD PD I D ED

~-98. Il sst acceptable d'avoir des rapports sexuels avec
n'importe quel ami(e) qu'on fréquents(qu'on sort aved). PDTD PD I D ED
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La définition d'une famille nombreuse, c'est uns famille

ou il y a plus de deux enfants.

Un mari devrait aider sa femme & faire les travaux
domestiques.

Les femmes sont des personnes Emotionelles qui se concernent
premiérement du bien-Etre de leur mari et de lsurs enfants.

N';mpnrte qui, de 1'Sge de 18 ans et plus devrait avoir
acces aux mé%hodes artificielles de limiter les naissances.

Les parenta devraient enseigner 3 leurs enfants de travailler
fort B la maison et b l'ecols.

Ce serait une bonne chose si les filles paieraient la moitié
des débenses dlune sortie. .

I1 est acceptable pour un ccupla fiancd d'avoir des
rapports sexuels.

Une personne devrait toujours partagsr son foysr avec ses
beaux-parents s'ils sont dans le besoin.

Si le pere ast absent et ne peut pas punir un enfant pour
sa mauvaise conduite, la mére devrait agir de la m&me
fagun que l'aurait fait le pire.

Les couples,mariés ont le droit de limiter leurs famillss. .

Les enfants devraient apprendre & raspectér>la prnpriit‘
des autres et 3 prendre soin de ce qu'il leur appartient.

Un garcon qui rend une fille enceinte devrait 1{5bnuse:.
Si le mari est infid¥le, sa femms a raison de chercher las
divorce.

Une femme devrait s'adapter au style de vie de son mari.
La vie d'un couple mari€ n'est pas compléte sana enfants.

Dans le mariage, les obstacles de la langue sont plus
faciles B surmonter que les obstacles de la religion.

Un bon conseil aux parents: ne frappsz pas l'enfant; gltez-le.

Quand un mariage devient insupportable, il est acceptabla
que les 8poux se séparent.

C'est la femme qui devrait avoir la charge ent;ire des
enfants lorsqu'ils sont bébéa.

"Tout acte matrimoniai doit rester ouvert & ls transmission
de la vie."(Humanae Vitas)

‘11 sst nécessairs qu'une mére soit affectueuse envers ses
enfants et qu'elle les quxds avec compréhension.

Pour les cauples_non—mar;ea, le petting est pachéZA'
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On ne devrait jamais oubliar, mBme lorsque marid, l'nblxgntion
envers les parents qui nous ont flevé.

L'accds facile aux contraceptifs a rendu les gans plus
promiscueux.

Les parents devraient toujours rébondre franchemsnt aux
questions de leurs enfants.

Le mariage est sacré st donc, le divorce sst uns violation
de la loi .de Dieu.

Le mari devrait organiser son temps afin de pouvoir
participsr dans les activités de ses enfants.

11 esf'importent d'épouser une personns de 1a m8me foi.

Vaut mieux ne Jamals fréquenter des gargons(filles) que
de s' engager 3 des plalsxrs coupables lors des sorties.

Les hommes ont une plus grande capacit€ d'snvisager las
problémes de la vie que les femmes.

Lorsque les enfants grandissent, -lss gargons devraient
8tre la responsabilité du mari et les lelaa devraient
@tre la responsabilitf de la femms.

6n ne devrait pas se marier lorsqu'on est encore eux ‘tudaa.

Une fille qui cide aux invites sexuelles d'un gargon est
faible.

Puisque faire le lavage, ls nettoyage st prendre soin des
enfants est un travail de femme, le mari ne devrait pas en
Btre responsable..

Dans le monde d'aujourd‘hul, la religion n'a sucuns
importance.

Une personne devrait toujours aider ses patents 3 fairs
vivre ses jeunes -fréres et soeurs, s'il est nécesssirs.

L'Eglise ne s'gst pas tenue % la pagse et en consequsncs,
a peu 3 dire aux jeunes d'aujourd®hui. .
Les relations sexuelles dans le ﬁariége devraient Btre

destindes exclusivement 3 la procréation des enfants.

Les jeunes couples marifs dev:aient attendre au moins un
an apr%s leur mariage avant d'avoir dsa enfants.

Les mariages sont les plus heureux lorsqu'on chozsxt un(s)
époux(se) qui est du méme groupe ethn;que qus soi.

- I1 est acceptable de se servir des mathodas artificielles
pour limiter les naissances si 1'on est en mauvaiss santé.

Les pouvoirs du sexe ont et6 desxgne par ls Créateur
pour la procréation des enfants.
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Le libertin avant le mariage deviendra tout probsblement
1'adultdre apris le mariage.

Les baisers prolongés occasionent presque toujours le
péche.

Une personna devrait 8tre prfte 3 défendre sa famills
contre des etrangers méme au débena de sa s§cur1t€
personnalle.

- Jusqu'a 1'8ge de 18 ans, un enfant devrait obdir 3 ses

fréres et soeurs ainés.

Ctest le devoir d'un mari de protfger sa femme st ses
enfants.

Tout le monde devrait avoir acchs asux moyens artificisls

de limiter les naissances.

Le but du mariage est d'étabii: une famille.
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APPENDIX B~

ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF QUESTIONNAIRE

148
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1. It would be a good thing if girls could be as free as boys in asking

for dates.

2. Sexual relations before marriage prevents one from achieving
-happiness in marriage. (IB)

3. A lot of things attractive to the body ruin the soul. (Iﬁ)

4f It is wrong for a separated person to date other people. (I14)

57 If a married couple falls "out of love" with each other, it is
acceptable for them to get a divorce; (T1A)

6; A boy's education should be finished before he gets married. (1IID) .

7. A married couple with a comfortable income should only have two
children even if they'cah afford to have more. (IIC)

8. Children below 18 shoﬁld-alﬁays_obey their- parents. (ILJ)

9. Children below l8 should givevall of their earnings to'their'parents,
if they are in need. (I13) ' '

ldf The husband should decide almost all money matters. (I1IB)

11. The main authority for decisions should belong to the husband even
in the spheres or activities which concern the wife. (IIB)

12. When there are children in the family,‘the role of mother is just

as important as the role of wifef.

13. It is the duty of married persons to‘trahsoit human life. (IIF)

14; A couple who does not want to have any children is not fulfilling
their Christian vocation. - (IIF) ” |

15. No one should have access to:artificial birth control methods. (IIG)
16. Birth control dev1ces are unnatural and therefore should not be used.
17. Interfaith marriages are likely to-fail. (11H) (HE)

18. A child should respect his parents and obey them at all times. (IIIA)
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19. It is more important for a mother to bathe, dress and feed her

children well than to play with them.

20. No child should be brought up without religious traininé. (I11B)

21. A boy does not want to marry a girl who yields to his sexual'advances.
22, The responsibility of establishing limits in sexual matters.dégfgg

dating is that of the girl. (14)

23? Kissing every dating partner cheapens this sacred symbol of affection.
24: Petting is acceptable anytime before marriage. (IB)
25. Marriage is forever and for no reason is divorce acceptable. (lIA)v

) 26. Young couples should start a family.dnring'the first year-of their
marriage. (IIE) | -

27. Married couples who decide to have no children, when theyvcan afford
| to, are being selfish. (IIC)

28. A person should always be‘completely loyal to his family. (IlJ)

29, A person should always support his aunts and uncles if they are in
need. (IIJ) - | .

30. The husband and wife should have'equal voice in decisions affecting
the family as a whole. (IIB) | )
31. MAintenance of the household and rearing of the children is the.

| wife's duty. (IIB)

32. A woman's vocation &8s to. be'a:mother. (IIB)

33. Abstinence from sexual relations enhances conjugal love by helping
the conple to overcome selfishness. (IIF)

34, Only married couples or.engaged_coﬁples‘should,have access to:‘

artificial methods of birth control.

35. If a Catholic party marries a non-Catholic party, the non—Catholic.

party should convert to Catholicism. (I18)
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36. It is more important for a child to be happy and contented than to

be neat and clean?.

37. It is more imbortaﬁt for a father to'undefstand his children than

to punish them when they ﬁisbehavef ~

38. Life is too easy for a chiid today. (IIIA)

39, It is proper to ébank children who misbehave. (IIIC)‘.

40. A gi¥1 shbuld aiways dre;s modestly.

41. Having‘sexual :elations Before marriage is a sin fof a girl. (IB)

42? If a marriage is unbearable,'it is bettér to obtain a legal
separation than a divorce. (118) |

43, AIf a husband is being unfaithful to his wife,.his wife shoﬁid endure
it for the sake of the family. (ITA) |

44, Large families are ﬁaﬁpief than small families. (11IC)

45; A persoﬁvshoﬁld try to avoid every action which displease his family.
- 46. The_wifé's opinioﬁ should carry as much wéight as the husbandgilq).A
-in money matters. | (IIB) | |

~ 47, 1In a family, it is the father who éhouid‘punish the children for -
,majof misbehaviour. (1IB) . |
48. Mén‘ténd fo hévé a more:firm chéracter thanrwbmen,- (11B)

49, fM;rriage and_conjugai lévé éfé»by theii nafufé ordainéd toward =

the begetting and educating of children." (Humanae Vitae) (ITF)

50. Whether or mot to use birth control devices should be a matter of
"individual éqnscienceb =
51. It doesn't matter which.Chiigtian religion a married couple practices.

as 1ohg‘aé they both practdce.the same religion.

52. Parents should make all the decisions concerning what is best for

the children in the family. (I1IA)
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53. A father should spend as much.time with the girls'in'the family as

with the boys.

54, Religion should be taught in the home, not in the school.

55. young man should test the fidelity of his girl friend by making
sexual advanees to her. (TIA)

56. Having sexual relations before marriage violates the sacredness of

marriage.' (1B)
57. Infidelity in marriage is a serious sin.,
58. A girl's education should ‘be finished before she gets married. (1ID) -
59. The family should have the rightlto control the behaviour of each
of its members. (ILJ) - | |
- 60. One should never forget, when married, his‘obligation to the
parents who nurtured him? (I1J) | |
61. A husband should feel equally as responsible for the children-
. after work and on holidays as the wife does. (IIB) |
62. By nature, men and women have different temperaments. (IIB)-
© 63. “Children are really the suprene gift of marriage and contribute

very substantially to the welfare of their parents.' (Humanae Vitae) (ILIF)

64, The responsibility for . establishing limits in sexual matters

during dating is that of the boy.  (IA) |

65. Interfaith marriages are generally;bad ﬁarriages;- (IIH)

66. A ohild should be free to challenge the rules established by his
narents when'he feels the rules to be’unfair; (IlIA)

67. Education without religion is not a complete education7 (IT1IB)

' 68. A decent boy should not date a girl who shows evidence of nromiscuity.
69. Having sexual relations before marriage is a sin for a boy. (IB) |
70. When one gets married, one shonld stay married regardless of whether

the marriage is happy or not. (I14)
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71. A boy should be at least years old before he gets married.

72. When parents meddle in a married couple's affairs, the married

couple should cease to. associate with them. (lIJ)

73. A husband's responsibility to his family is to make a good'living

and provide a good home. | | | |

74. A wife should support her husband's decisions regardless of how

she may feel about them. (I1IB)

757 Most people_use birth control for selfish reasons. (IIF)

76. When a couple feel‘that.they have the ideal number of'children
they'are justified'in using birth control devices to prevent further
pregnancies, |

77. The children should be alloweditobshare, according to their abilities
with the parents in making family decisions. - , '

78. A good parent strives to build his child's character. (IIIA)

79, By nature, boys have a tendency to misuse the pleasures of sex.

80. Having religious convictions helps to keep one from temptation '
during dating. (IB)

81. Divorce is justified only after married persons have failed

entirely in a. serious attempt to get along w1th one another.

. 82, A married couple should have at least as many children asitheir"income
will permit. (IIC)

83. The responsibility of establishing limits is sexual matters during
dating is that of both partiesT (14) ' | |

84. Being a disciplinarian is part of a man's role as hushand.and

father. |

85. Sex education should be given by religious people:(nuns and priests) =°

to ensure that young people adopt the proper attitudes. (1IF)




86. The use of birth controlvaevices encourages husbands to use the%g
wives as_sexﬁal obje_ctsf (IIG).

87. Children shopld be encouraged to.grow up in théir own way. (I17A)
88. Parents should see to it that their children receive a religious
educatic;ﬁf (I1IB) |

89. I_w0u1dvprefer‘mar£ying a non~virgin.

90: It ds accéptable for a couﬁlgltp have sexual relationé when they .
are in lave? “
9lf. A girl'shouldibe at 1eastl;:;;yeérsfold before she gets m;rried?
92, At least one married‘child sﬁould bg.ekﬁeéted,to live clése-to the
parental hqméf (I1J) _ ' ‘_‘ |
93. AIt is the husband who should make final decisions'ﬁpt he should
first discuss the matter ﬁith his wife. = - |

94. Birth control shouldAbe'used by ma;riéd couﬁles:onlyf

95. Mérfying outéide one's ethnic‘grouﬁ is equivéleﬁt'to rejecting_pnefs own
kind, QI D | ‘ |
96. It is mofe important for a father to‘?articibaté in recreational
‘activities with'his children tﬁan to deVelop.habits of obedience in his.
children. | |

97. It is_ﬁrong for a young man to féfsuade his girlfriend to take part
in activities which bring about sexual pleasure. | '

98. It is acceptable to have sexual relations with any dating partmer.
99. A "large" family can be defined as a family with more than two
'cgildren, (iIC)

100. A husband should hélp his wife with the housework. (ITB) o

101. Wbmén a:é‘emptional beihQs»whose first concern ié the welfare of

 their husbands and children.
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102. Anyone over 18 should haye access to birth control devices.

103f Parentsshould teach their children to work hard at home angtg?
school. (IIIA)

1047 It would be a good thing if girls would pay half the expense of
'datesf' . |
105. It is acceptable for a couple to have sexual relationsdwhen‘theyp,,
are engaged? | |

106, A personvshould always share his home with hls parents~in—1aw

if they are in need. V(IIJ’ | B -

107. If the husband is absent and cannot punish a child for misbehaviour,‘
the mother should deal w1th the situation as the father would. . i
108? Married couples have a right to control the size of thelr families{
109. Children should be taught to respect others property and tgl:c]f)care
of thelr things. ' | | |
110._ A boy who gets a girl pregnant should marry her.

.111. If the husband is being unfaithful to his wife, his wife has

reason to seek a divorce. (11A) |

112.» A wife should fit her life to her husband's lifestyle.

113? The life of a married couple is incomplete without children. (IIF)
114. In marriage, 1anguage‘barriers,are more easilylovercome than .
religious barriers. (11H) | | _

115. Spare the rod and epoil.the chlld is good advice for parents. (IIlC)
116. 1If a.marrlage;becomes_unbearable, it is acceptable for the conple‘
to separate. (IlA) . |

1177” The care of infants should be left entirely up to the wife.

118. "Each and every‘marriage act must remain open to the transmission

of life’" (Humamae Vitae) (IIF)




156
119. It is necessary for a mother to show love and affection to her .

children and to guide them with love and understanding.

120. For unmarried couples, petting 1s sinful.

121. One should never forget, when married his obligation to the
‘parents who nurtured him.'(IIJ)

1227 Easy access to contraceptivesnhas made_neople more promiscuous.
123. Parents should always answer all their‘children'quuestions
frankly. (IIIA) |

124, Marriage is sacred and therefore divorce is a breach of God's’ law?
125. The husband Should manage his time so that he can be invonggA)
in his children s activities. | _

126? It is important to marry someone of the same faith. (11H)

1277 It is.better never to date.anyone than to- engage in sinful

behaviour on a datef |

128.. Men have a greater ability to face the oroblems of life than

women. | . | .

129. As children>grow up, the boys should’be’more_the'responsibility

of the.husband.vhile the girls should be the wvife's resoonsibility.'-(IIIA)
130. Onme should-not get married while one is still in school. (IID) . .
131, A girl who yields to a boy's sexual advances is weak. (IA)

132. Since doing thlngs like laundry, cleaning and child care are

woman's work, the husband should feel no responsibility for themf

l33. In today's world, religion is nOtvinportant. (IT1B) l“_
134? A person'shouldjalways heln hisvoarents with the support of his
’younger‘brothers.andasisters if mecessary. (ILJ)

135. The Church has not kept'un to date and therefore has little to

say to young people. (IIIB)
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136. Sexual relationms within marriage should be exclusively intended for the

the procreation of children. (IIF)

137.. Young married couples should wait at least one year before they

. start a family. (IIE)

138? Marriages are most successful when one chooses a mate from one's
own ethnic groung (IT I)

139: It is acceptablekto use birth control devicées when one is in poor
healthf |

1407 The nowers of sen were designedAby the Cfeator’for the purpose of -
procreation of childrenf (IIF)_

141. The libertine before marriage'usuelly'becomes the adulterer aften
marriage.

142. Prolonged kissing on a date usnally 1eads to sin, (IB)

143. A person should be expected to defend his family against outsiders v
even at the expense of his own safety. (IIJ) -

144; Children below the age of 18 should always obey their older . ,}
brothers and sisters. (IIJ),bV | _ |

145. A husband's duty is to protect his wife and childrenf

146. Anyone should have access to birth control devices. (IIG)

147. The goal_ofymarriage is to have a family. (ILJ)
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RESUME D'UNE PROPOSITICON DE RECHERCHES:

Une £tude des attitudes envers les
fréquentations, le mariage et la vie
familiale parmi les adolescents

francophones du Manitoba.

~ Mme. Charlotte Deroche-Walkty
Programme d'Etudes sur la Famille
Université du Manitoba. '

Winnipeg; Manitoba -
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Dans la plupart des oceuvres litteraires publides sur la famille en Amé}ique;
les auteurs ont concentre leur attention sur la famille “typique", c est-é-dlre,
la famille urbaine et bourgeocise. Souvent, on a appliqué 3 la famille canadlenne
les résultats des recherches menées aux Etats-Unis.

Au Canada, comme aux Etats-Unis, des efforts, certes trop limités, ont &té
faits pour £largir nﬁs connéissances des familles qqi se distinguent de la
famille "typique" par des différences résidentielles, ethniques et religieuses.
Parmi les.familles qui se distinguent de la famille "typique" (telle que décrite
ci~dessus) nous remarquons'la famille rurale et les familles qui s'identifient
fortement 3 leur gréupe'ethniﬁue; par exemple, la»famillg canadieﬁne-francaise.'

Malgré l'affirmation assez générale 3 l'effet que ces deux groupes adhtrent
3 des valeurs plus traditionnelles que la famille canadienne "typique", certains
travaux de recherches nous sqggérent que l'urbanisation a produit un changement
dans les valeurs de ces familles traditionnelles.

En général, les résultats des recherches sur la famille rurale se contredisent.
D'un cBté, on maintient que la famille rurale a retenu des valeurs plus
fraditionnelles que la famillg-urbaine. De 1l'autre, on soutient que la famille
rurale a adoptE€ les valeurs de la famille urbaine. Doné,'ces deux déblarations
contradictoires indiquent 1e besoin de recherches supplementairés'pour répondre
3 1a question des changements qu1 se produ1sent dans nos familles rurales. |

La plupart des connaissances que nous avons sur le style de vie des
Canadlens—francals v1ennent de recherches faltes au Québec” qu1 ont été
généralisées 3 tous les francophones du Eanada. Cependant, nous croyons qu 131
ntest pas juste de’ faire de telles généralisations. 1l est alors nécessaire
de poursuivre dés recherches sur la culture canadienne-francaise dans d'autres
provinces telles que le Manitoba, ou les Canadiens-francais vivent dans un milieu

mul;i-culturel plutdt qu'un milieu homog2ne tel que le Québec.
METHODE

L'étudevi;i proposée cherche a examiner et éomparer les attitudes des
adolescents canadiens-francais & 1'égard des fréquentations,du mariage et de
la vie familiale. Les attitudes des adolescents ruraux seront comparées 3 celles
des adolescents urbajns.’ ,

Un questionnaire anonyme, consistant d'environ 150 questions sur les
fréquentations, le mariage et la vie familiale sera présenté 3 un nombre &gal

d'adolescents francophones de milieu rural et urbain.
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I1déalement, nous aimerions interroger des adolescents de 11% et de 12° année,
pour les ralsons suivantes: '

1) Les adolescents de cet 8ge (de 16 a 18 ans) sont pres de 1'3ge
du mariage et les fréquentations deviennent trés 1mportantes
pour eux. Donc, la plupart-auront déja formé certaines |
attitudes 2 1'€gard des frequentatlons et du mariage.

2) 51, en effet, il y a des différences entre les attitudes
des familles rurales et celles des familles uxrbaines,
ces différences devraient &tre apparentes dans les réponses
deé adolescents puisqu'ils sont encore dépendants de leurs

parents et donc influencés par eux.

IMPORTANCE DE L 'ETUDE

L'étude ici proposée contient des~impli§ations piatiques pour tous les
£tablissements publics et privés qui se préqccupent du développement et de
1'€ducation de l'adolescent. Des institutions telles que le systime scolaire,
les bureaux d'assiétanca sociéle, les organisations devjeunes et les établisseménts‘
religieux pourralent certalnement benéf1c1er d'une compréhens;on plus profonde

de nos adolescents ruraux et urbains.
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TELEPHONE 204  474-9432 ' DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY STUDIES

le 9 mars, 1974

Cher M.

Ci-inclus un résumé d'un travail de recherches que j'ai entrebris comme
sujet de thﬁée en vue d'obtenir une Maftrise &s Sciences déﬁs le'programme'
d'Etudes sur.la Famille a l'Université du Manitoba. Comme 1l'indique 1le
résumé, le sujet que j'ai choisi est reli€ 2 la culture canadienne-francaise'
au Manitoba. Etant moi~m@me canadienne-francaise, mon ihtérét,pour,ce

rojet n'est pas seulement académique mais aussi personnel.
P person

De nos jours, on.fait partout de grands efforts pour préserver la culture
de tous les.groupes'ethniques,au Canada. Je crois sinc®rement que nous
pouvons contribuer 3 cet effort en faisant plus de recherches sur les’
.difféientes cultures au Canada. Plusieurs études sur la famille
canadienne-francaise ont &té mendes au Québec, mais trEs peu de
recherches ont &té faites au Manitoba. I1. y aun besnln urgent
d'entreprendre de telles études et c est pourqu01 je me suis lancee dans

un tel travail de recherches.

De plus, nous avons depuis longtemps reconnu la nécéssitéhdevpréparef nos
jeunes pour leur v-rﬁle d*adulte. Dans ce'*domaine, nous avons surtout
souligné le cHte académique de 1'éducation en les préparant‘é une carrigre.
Cependant, nous avons souvent oubli€ que pour la grande majorité de nos

jeunes, la carrigére la plusjimportante qu'ils entreprendrdnt dans le future
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est celle du mariage. Récemment, beacoup d'éducateurs laics et religieux
se sont rendus compte du grand besoin de préparer nos jeunes pour leur
~future vie familiale. Je crois que les recherches que je propose pourront’

contribuer & 1'éducation de nos jeunes dans ce domaine.

Donc, je fais appel & tous les directeurs d'écoles secondaires francophones
au Manitoba afin'd'obtenir un groupe d'adoléscenfs urbains et ruraux qui
pourraient répondre 3 un ﬁuestionnaire anoﬁyme_sur les fréquentations,

le mariagé et la vie familiale. Le questionnaire est en francais et je-
désire le présenter 3 des adélescents dont la langue maternelle est le

francais. La réponse au questionnaire exigera une heure de travail..

J'aimerais obtenir une réponse a cefte'demande avant'le'1er avril, 1974.
Si vous décidez de permettre 1a dlstrzbutlun de ce questlonnalre dans |
votre école, j'aimerais que vous 1nd1qu1ez une date (501t au mois d'avrll
ou mai) ou il serait p0551ble que je vienne & votre école pour présenter
le guestionnaire. Je suis 3 votre diSﬁo;ition en ce qui concerne la date
et le temps qui vous conviendrait.

Toute ecule qui participera 3 cette etude .recevra un resumé des réfsultats |
de la recherche, une -fois le projet complété, envzron au mois de septembre, 1974..
Je serai trés.heureuse de rébond;a a toute- question-que vous-pourrez avulr
en rapport 3 ce projet. Vous pduvez me rejoindfe_apx'numéios suivahts:
269-5459 (Universit€ du Manitoba) au 269-1364 (résidence).' Veuillez s;v;p.
envoyer votre réponse 3 l'adresse suivante:

Mme Charlotte Dernche—Walkty
Department of Family Studies
Home Economics Building
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg, Manitoba

R3T 2Nn2

Votre coopération sera grandemént appreciée.
Bien & vous,

Mme Charlotte Deroche-Walkty
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Cher M.

Sincéres remerciements pour votre coopération.lérs‘de ma visite a votre
école. J'aimerais aussi remercier tous les é1dves qui ont répondu au
guestionnaire, ainsi que les p:ofésseurs_qui ont_saérifié leurs ¢§u;s pour la.
présentation de ce_questidnnaire.

Par votre géngrosité, vous avez rendu man'tféyail beauéoup plus facile.
J'esbére pouvoir vous communiquer les résultats de cette étﬁde au plus t8t
possible.

S
Sincerement,

Charlotte Dero:he-Walkty




