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| CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the Study

It .is the purpose of this thesis to make a study of all
thg available primary and secondary sources in the field of the
educational histery of Swan River Valley; to assemble and inter-
pret these data; and to construct.s comprehensive account of the
erigingcharaeﬁer;and develoyment of the schools of the Valley to
the present timee

Within recent years studies have been made on the edus-
atioenal development~in~a»number of localities of rural Manitobas
Included among these are théses dealing with the growth.of edu-
sation in the Village of Teulon,the Rural Municipality of Ham-
iota,and other rural areas.Books have also been published and
the authors have included chapters dealing with early education
in the localities about which the books are written.The writer
ef this thesis aims to do for Swan River Valley what has been
done elsewhere in the Province af Hanltobae

Although the story of develomment of education in any
given area is net.without inbterest,it has significsamce as an
aid in the evaluaplon of progress made.The present study will
endeavor to estimate the status of educatisnal fagilities pro-

vided by the schools in the Swan River Valley at the present

time as well as to trace the development of education within

the area. As social eonditions change educational provisions

@le
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should.be exsmined and revised accordingly. Changes in school
§dminiatra$ionaan& methods of teaching are often necessary aé
the result of the changing needs of the localities in which the
schcals functione. Accordingly an effort is made in the situdy to
discover what. changes are needed in Swan River Valley b0 make
the teaching effort more effdativw and to provide a greater.
degree of sducational opportunity for all the children and
young people within the Swan Vhlley area. The thesis is con-
cerned with a: brief history, the present status of education,

and projected plans for improvement.
Sources of Data

The story of the fur trade and exploration is based
upén segfee material found seme years ago on the site of Fort
Pelly as well as upon publish@a doounents. The story of e&rlyl
gettlement is based upon a variety eof sources.Available records
were exsmined and informatien offered by pieneers checked as te
avthenticity. | |

Information relating to the organization of the Rural
Municipelity of Minitonas wWas secured from & study of the first
bylaws of that municipality.For those interested in a more de-
teiled study of the period seversl of the early bylaws are re-
produced in the appendices. Information relating to the orgeniz-
ation of school disiricts was obtained from the minutes of rate-
rayers' meetings and of boards of trustees as well as frem the

annual reporits issued by the Provincial Department of Hducatione
Information relating to the economic background and popu-

lation trends was obtained from reports of the Federal and Pro-

vincial Gavernments from the records of the Daminian.Bureau of
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Statistics and from school registers and reportse Information
concerning the costs of educatlion within the bounds of Swan
River Valley was obtained from muniecipal and school board
recordse. ‘

Informatien relating to the school popuiation,the
position of the teacher,and extra-curricular activitiee in
the échools was obtained by qﬁesticnnaireso Copiaﬁaaf'questienu
naires sent to teachers and principals are reproduced in the
appendices. B

Many'oﬁher sources were used in the compilation of

data,among these,the Annual Reports of the Department of

Educatione
lethod of Procedwwre

Wherever Anglo-Saxon settlements are begun,the organiz-
ation of an educational system follows as a natural develommente
A study of the educational advancement of a given area,therefore,
begine with the story of the first setitlers in the area. Accors
dingly data were sought. pertaining to population.changes and
areas settled. In time,consolidation became-an issue and the
history of this movement is incorporated in the study of school
district expansione.

| The story of educational development in a rural area is
related to teacher effort and servicee. No attempt.is made to
treat this changing personnel in detall but data are made avall-
~ able as to present status and conditions favorable or wafavor-
able $o success.

The school population was examined with reference o
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enrolment by grade,age and sex. The extent of retardation was
noted and an attempt was made to discover causes. Some éffort
was made to determine the holding power of the High School
and to discover ways in which holding power may be lmprovede

An indication of the extent of educaibional develop=

&

ent in a given area may be noted from Lthe effort of students
to organize and manage school clubs and student activitiese
A study of the extra-curricular activities of tha students of
Swan River Valley was undertaken and information regarding
school qlubsafield days,and student councils was obtained by
quesﬁiénnairegint@rvi@w,and the examination of record and
minute boekso‘

Finally,reference is made to the work of leaders in
education and the vart played by the Public School Inspectors,
the Principals of long tenure,and municipal and school officials.

in the devslomment of education in Swan River Valley.



CHAPTER II
HISTORICAL AND ECONOMIC BACKGROUND; POPULATION TRENDS

Loecation of Swan River Valley

Swan River Valley is situated between latitude 51
degrees 50 minutes,longitude l@lLdegreés 40 minutes,and
latitude 52 degrees 40 ninutes and longitude 100 degrees
46 minutes wesy from Greenwich. The Town of Swan River in
the center of the valley is about half way between Winnipeg
and Flin Flon on the Winnipeg to Prince Albert line of the
Canadian National Reilway. Swan River Valley is a natural
basin seveanty miles long and varylag in width to a maximum
of thirty-five miles. Bordered on the north by the Porcupine
Hillsfaad on the south by Duck Mountains it is well drained
Ey nuwnerous rivers and creeks flowing into Swan Lake and,
since settlement has not known drought. Exmend;ng into the
Province of Saskatchewan the whole valley is a rolling suc-
cession of cleared and cultivated land,beautifully dotted
with bluff and interspersed with small lakese.

~ The valley ineludes the rural municipalities of Swan
River and lMinitonas,unorganized territory to the north,the
inceorporated village of Benito one mile from the Saskatchewan
border,and the town of Swan River. Several unincorporated

villages among which are liniteonas,Bowsnan,Durban, Kenville

énd Birch River serve as local centers for the rural population.

=D
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Exploration and Puwr Trade

The earilsest reference to Swan Lake is fouwmd on a map
attributed to La Verendrye and showing some of the discoveries
made by the French-Canadian explorer. Judging by our present
knowl.edge ,thigs map is rather crude and inaccurate in detailse.
Iac deé Cignes{Swan Lake_) is marked on a map dated 1Y3 al The
neme Lac des cignes im;oli@s that La Verendrye or members of his
:oa.:c"ty” named the lake which in turn provided a name for the
river and entire valley. Pioneers recall seeing large swans
around the lake and it is pessidle that this species of birds
was plentiful when La Versndrye explored the area. A dacwnen‘?sz
‘fozmd among the ruins of Feri ‘Pelly reveals that the factor of
the fort purchased thirt&#tﬁa prime swans in 1861 at a total of £4.

The glamour and rivalry of the fur trade in the days of ‘
the Hudson's Bay Company and the North West Company were played
out in the valley during the early years of the last century.

Up to 1790 the North West Company had little opposition butb

after that date Peter and David Grant started oub as iIndependents®
and the Hudson's Bay Company also decided Lo take a more aggress=
ive part in the fight for fur.

Cutibert Grant,representing the North West Company,
ovéned the contest by building Swan River House on the left
ba,m«:'o.f Swan River about twelve miles above Swan Iakee Three-

years later,in 1790,Charles Price Isham of the Hudson' s Bay

@
i
Ravanagh,Martin,The Assiniboine Bas in,p.12.

The Public Press,1946. Winnipeg:
| 2

Comparabive Statement and Valua

v tion of Retwrns,]
1862,Fort Pelly;Courtesy of lrs ns,1861 and

«Perry,Benite sManitoba.




he right bank about
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one-alghth of a mile above Grant's hou The Tollowing
guotation indicates the rivalry that followed,-

_ HIn 1793 Grant bu upsiream near Thunder or RBird
{StrlctLﬁ‘Whundmrbirf unbain to cul the furs off
from the M%S}:L 1 Swan er House. In the following
223 2 by Lding Somerset House two miles
G the confluvence of Thunder Creek and
‘hus viiere were four forts in this river
oaat@nt with thi g 2004 n by pack
S%dn River to boine,and
s bhier O“t Pelly
Add 1o uﬂ@m“ the pogﬁa of rand thos
of the South uamoaiy‘whic' Jar,01”l
over against the Hudson' g sr House
and thelr Somerset Houseo!
During tnis period several tradsers who latsr became
Tamous ag explorers passed through vhe valley. In L1797 David
Thomopson wasg L0 survey the area west of
the Lake of the Yoods. Setting out he made his way down
Jinnipeg river to Lake Winnilpeg,thvough the Dauphin river
to Dake lanitobza and Lake Winnlpsgosis,than up Swan river
5
vo Swan River House, which hs rsached in Seovbember. As he
roade tarough the reglon,ithe ground was

ponds keplt Tull by Besver
were 1ln full possession,but thelr desitructlon had already
6
begun and was now in full operation.’ In April 1800 Daniel
YWillisam Hermon,s partner in tae Horth West Company,laefli
for the far wesl crossing Swan Lake on Octobher L0

and ascending Swan river as Tar asg Swan Rivsr Houss.

S T fon deln tany G A - B i S e T e e e

Se LlOorvon,Artnur Se,A History of tne Czuadian Vest 1o
1270-71,pe450 ¢ London:Thomas Telson & Sons,nede
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A study of a 8"‘5&1‘;%&@2&*& of purchases at Fort Pelly for.
the years 1861 and 1862 reveals the variety of fur bearing
animals that made thelr habitat in the valley. Mink,otber,
skunk and wolverines were plentiful. A prime mink pelt brought
five shillings;otter,seventeen shillings;and wolverine,eight
shillingéo Almost 1800 prime buffalo robes were purchased for
ten shillings each. The company paid out £6299' in 1861 and
£6166 dwing the foliwing yearo? The conéiderabl@ decreage in
'i;he output on fur in 1862 over 1861 indicates that the importance
of fur trade ip Swan River Valley was beginning to decline.

The-Coming of the Settlers

In the 1B70's a telegraph system was built across the
valley. Disaster soon sitruck in the form of bush fires and the
wire was ocut in many places by the Indians who feared the coming
of the settlerse As a-result of this disaster further plans were
halted for a tinmee.

During the 1890's a ranch was operated near the present
village of Bowsman by a Frenchman bub in 1897 the owner drove
his cattle across the border to the North West Territ@riesg

- In the: year 1897 the Colonization Road was built from
Dauphin to Tent Town near where Hinitonas now stands. William
Sifton was in charge of the construction and ?ﬁ’illiam Garrioch,
still living in Swan River Valley,was a member of the consirucs

tion gang. The road fellowed the gravel ridge from Dauphin o

a point near the present village of Cowan at the eastern extrenity

7o Comparative Statement and Veluation of Returns,1861
and 18362,Fort Pellye.

8« Pioneers recall having seen catile tracks early in 188 .
There-was evidence that & large herd had passed along the North
Pslly Traii.
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ef the valley,and from here a trail was made through Duck
Mouwtains to Tent Towne

The Federal Goverrment pitched tentes and later built
large Wcédamﬂbmildings for the settlers teo use uﬁtil they
gould reach their land. This was the beginning of Tent Towne
Yr .Hugh Herley,the land égent,reached Tent Town eafly in May
189 and established a land office one mile south and one mile
west of the peresent village of Minitonas,on section 1l1,tewnship
36,range 26« For two years Tent Town was a busy communilty with
its tfansientﬁpopulaticne DfeLinéham was in Tent Town for a
short time before he located in Swan River as resident physician
for a time.As early es June 1898 Peter lcKay operated a store
in the picneer cemmunity and Livingstone arrived a short time
later to provide seme competitien for MeKay. Arthur Hemming
was & druggist in Tent Town before moving te Swan River.

The Reverend E V.J ohnson was the first rissionary in
the valléya His experiéneés are described in his journal.The
pioneer missienary'left Daughin for Swan River Valley'in.Jun@
188« After three days travelling by pony over an old Indian
trall “és:hard as & street and almost as smooth",he-reached
the valley end en June 26 conducted the first service held in
the valley. The Reverend Johnson gives the following picture
of life in Tent Town,=

"The: 1ittie rioneer town at that time consisted of

three government tents,and a little hybrid store seven

feet square and bullt with logs five feet high,with a
tent tacked on top of it fer & roof. Custemers did net

enter the store but were served through the upperhalf
of the door which had been severed at the middle for
this purpose. Peter lMecKay frem Collingwood,Cnterio,was
the merchant. I found out from the land office that
there were only six families in the whole valley,sc

preached in & tent te¢ congregations of from 15 to 2B
#The pecple enjoyed geod health. One of the first

accldents cccurred when Neil Henry ¥Wes hitching his
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oxen to the breeker. The mosquitoes being bad one of the
oxen tossed his head and slit the tip of Henry! 8 necse
apart. He borrowed my seddle to go te Dauphin and was
soon bhack fixed upe. }

“Peter locKay took a trip te Dauphin and left me in
charge of his store. I was unwilling to sell on Sunday
and a Yankee was so put out that he said he would go to
fa;pk\ziﬁgfer his groceries(which he did but had a tough
WXL e -

ﬁﬁi;e and more settlers reached Swan River Valley in
1898 and '99. These land-hungry men and wemen moved over-land
along the Colenization Road. They came from various parts of
Southern Manitoba,frem Eastern Canada,and from as far seuth
as the State of Kansas. They tré;vell&d in ox=carts,on pony-
beck,or walked. Mr.Charles Goodman of Thunderhill District
tells the follewing story of his experiences: Q

"My brother and I came from the State of Kansas
with a team of horses in 1838 . Another man and his
son stakted out with us hut before we had gene very
far,this man became discouraged and turned back. Ny
brother and I kept on and crossed the boundary into
Hanitoba twelve miles south of Killarney.

- "When we crossed the line we were asked where
ve were going and sald vwe were going north. We were
advised te go to the Swan River cowuniry bhut were
warned that horse thieves were asctive along the
border and that we had better watch our horsese.

"We came over the Colonization Road in 138
and settled in tewnship 35,range 29 near Thiumder-
hill. Father came out in 1900 and sterted a store
on the homestead. Later he moved te¢ Durban District
and s8till later to. Benito vwhere he kept stere for
several years.®l0

The settlers soon spread north to what is now Bowsman
and Bircﬁ%%%%ntry and west to the area of which Benito is the

largest center. In the spring of 1899 township 34 was net on

9 , '
Johnsone.ReveE.W.,extract from Private Journal ;Courtesy

of the Reverend Zwicker,Swan River ., Menitoba.

10
Narrated to the writer by Mr.Charles Goodmen,Benito,

Manitobsae
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the market but & number of squatters improved land in this
township. In August of the same year the land came onte the
market aﬁd'thé land agent reguested the squabters to 1list the
imprevements they had made after which they were given three
months teo make official entry. Thomas Black was the first
homesteader in township 34,the tQWnship in vhich the village
of Benilto is located.

In October 18 9% lots were sold in Swan River and
Minitenas and the two villages grew rapidly. The Canadisn .
Northern Railway entered the velley in 1899 and reathed
Swan River later in the year. Mail ceme to Swan River with
the railway and Mr.Harley,the land agent,became the first
post-master in that village. Previously settlers had received
their mail at Tent Tewn. In 1900 Re.Lyons handled the mail for
the settlers in the'Thundérhill ares and Dgvid Hancock was the
first postmaster in Durbane For the setitlers efthWnship 34
A.C.Dykemen locked after the mail on his farm fream 1902 to 1905.

. The first religious services to be held in Minitonas
were cenéucted in the perler of Hotel de Minitonas,owned by the
late EoL.Gauden. These were neld during the winter of 1899-1900
and were conducted by the Presbyterian student Mr.Kirkpatrick,
and the Methodist student,Mr.Petch,taking the services on alter-
nete Sundays. A wion Sundey School was eorgenized with Robert
Knox in charge.

‘In 1900 the lMethodist and Presbyterian churches were

bullt in Minitonas. The Methodist Church was opened on the
last Sunday in October with a studénﬁ,MraWilkinson,preaching

the inaugural sermon. ¥r.Szunders,2 student also,officiated

at the opening of the new Presbyterian Church on the follewing
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Swnday. The only ordained minister in the valley,the Reverend
EeW.J chnson,was stationed in the growing village of Swan Rivere
Minitonss elaims credit for organizing in 1904 the first Ladiest
Aid in Swan River Valleye A

In the year 1901 three young medical dectors,Bruce,Hiil
an@ Preétor,iaaehed the valley and located in Swan Rivere
Dre.Bruce still resides innﬁh@emewn of: Swan River and recalls:

many of his experiences as a pioneer doctor.
Recrestion of the Pioneers

Wnile pioneer life was often hard and devoid of many
comforts that modern people regard as necessities,it had many
compensations. Foothall was a favorite sport and the Minitonas
Thistles became famous far beyond the bounds of the valley.In
1904 the Taistle Club was organized and three years later
entered the Integéediatﬁ League.ligssrs.] . G. Canpbell, D.S.Woods,
and J «Buchanan were President3Seereya£bereasarex and trainer
resgectively@

In 1907 and 1908 several games were played. Minnedoss
defeated Minitonas at Gladstone,Minitonas defeated Foxwarren
at Neepawa and then the Civiec Wanderers,a Winnipeg Clube The
viectory over the Civic Wanderers gave Minltonas the Tater-.
mediate Foobthall Championsnip of the Province of Manltobs.The
Winnipeg Club protested the game bub the protest was disalleowed
and the HUinitonas Club retained the Championshipe. In 1910 the
Minitonas Thistles advanced to Senior Football and defeated
Brandoen and Shoal Lake but lost the finals to the RBritannicats

of the City of Winnipeg.
Rivalry in baseball and foothall between bowns and villages
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often became very marked during the ploneer period and playsd
no less a part in the life of Swan River Valley than in other
areas of Hanitoba. Parties and dances were held occasionally
and served to meet the social needs of the settlers in the

days before the automebile,motion picture and radice.
The Suffragist iMovement

Varlous clubs were organized to serve the specific
purposas as well as b0 afford opportunity for secial inter-
course. Roaring River Districit,five miles west of Minitonas,
claims the distinction”af having the first organized Equal
Suffrage Association in the province. The first meeting was
held in the spring of 1912. It was by no means exclusively
a goaen' s organization as a number of husbands and sons were
nmembers. The followlng extract from the assoeiationt s minute
book reminds us of a bygone erag- o

"Moved by Mr.Richardson,sesonded by Miss Suaw that

the Seoretary write to the Political Equality Leagues at
Winnipeg to askvwhether they have taken steps towards
organizing a Provincial association and if so what the
terms are for other sociebises affiliating. Carried.

“loved by Miss Shaw,secondsd by lrs.Cox that we

advertise for Anti-Suffragists (o meet for discussion
at our next meeting. Carried. .

Moved by Mrs.iartin,seconded by Miss Shaw that the
Secretary write to the Grain Growers! Guide,the Winnipeg
Free Press,Telegram and the Tribune stating what owr
society is doing and offering information to any wishing
+0 organize. Carried.fll

It is interesting to note that Miss Shaw mentiocned in

the foregoing extracts was the local teacher. Althouga only

sixteen years of age at the time,she played a leading role

in fostering interest in the movement.

1l
Roaring River Woman' s Suffrage Asseciation,llinute

Book,extract of minutes,January 10,1913.
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In 1911 a rather startling event took place around
Hinitonase Some turkeys picked up copper wire that had heen
melted and when they fuifilled their destinies,the bright
nuggets in thelr crops were nistaken for golde The news of
the discovery of gold started a rush from various parts of
the province and within a few days the village of Iinitonas
had acguired the appearance of a thriving frontier towne.Clerks
from city departmental stores left their positions to hasten
to ilinitonas 1o stake their claim; farmers came from all varts
of the province and from neighboring provinces; townsuen,too,
had no desire o be among the last to make a bid for wealthe

Iradesmen of initonas,the provrietress of the boarding house

and the livery driver profitted from the business.
T 0%
R

]

Finally Professor Vallace of the department of geology,
Universivy of Manitobea,ceme to Liinitonas and made tests which
showed thet gold did not exist in the valleye. Vithin a few days

the YgoldY rush was over i Minitonas once more returned 10

her accustomed manner of livinge

The new settlement reproduced the institutionsg of the
older districts whence the settlers had come. Within six years

after the Tirst setvler had asrrived,thirty-twoe schools were

established,churches had been built and ministers and students
13
of several religious denominations installed.
- e .
How Principsl Wallace,queen' s University,Kingston,
Ontarios
13

Rural Survey,Swan River Valley, Depavrtwents of Soclal
Service and Evanﬂelism of the Methodist and Presbyberian
Churches 1914 ,D8 «




Occupations of the Feople

Yith the first settlers came the first lunbermen. Kills
were eshablished and the Woodv and Swan Rivers were the scenes
of log drives every springe In 1943 the last mill in Bowsman
AOWIl xlﬁiﬁéﬁaﬁ sbill has 2 smell wmili operating bub
lumbering has practlcally ceased as an indusir ve

The chief reason for the influx of settlers in 18398 was

iand. Agriculiture continues to be the Toundation of .the economic

!n.l
1t
)
o
(e
4
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peoples liany of the residents of the villages within
the valley and of the Town of Swan River are retired farmers.
Those who are not actively engaged in farming or who are not

retired are engaged in the usual occupatlons of small townse ALL

are wholly dependent upon the surrownding agricultural districte

-

There hasg never been a crop failure in Swan River Valley.
and the rich soil has made farming a very prosperous business.
Table I shows the number of acres of wheat sown,the yleld per

acre and the total bdbushels for each of the fourteen crop dis-

tricts reporting fTor the year 1v4b. The yleld per acre sown to
oats for the crop & rict YT

This exceeded that of all other crop reporting districts
yields for barley and flaxseed also surpsssed those of the
other areas. Table II compares the crop yisld at Kenvillie with

1 averages for 1943 . In the year 1948 le Bowsman
River Pool FElevator shipoed the second largest guantity of
grain of any Pool Elevator in the province. Iragtor farming
has replaced the horse-drawn lmplement and combining the grain
is growing steadily in popularity. Livestock in consitantly

crowing pnunbers is shipped from the valle e
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TAEBLE I

SHOWING THE WHEAT YIELD OF THE FOURTEEN CROP DISTRICTS
OF THE PROVINCE OF MANITOBA FOR THE YEAR 1945

Digtrict Acres Sown | Yield Per Acre; Total

. Buse Bushels
1 Melita 201,900 161 3,249,000
2 Killarney{ 318 ,400 168 5,331,000
3 Red River 529,600 16.7 8 868,000
4 Winnipeg 29,800 18.0 535,000
5 Springfielid 94,400 21l.4 2,020,000
6 Eastern 23,000 17.% 407,000
7 Virden 246,600 20.8 5,047,000
8 Carberry 170,100 8.9 3,212,000
9 Neepawa 105,400 233 2,451,000
10 Russell 176,400 2343 4,102,000
11 Dauphin 1¢8 ,000 17.% 1,909,000
12 Mid-ILake 51,200 22.3 1,143,000
13 Swan Rivern 39,500 26.0 1,025,000
14 West Shorg 37,700 18 .68 701,000
Tetals 2¢132,000 18 8 40,000,000

ﬁ?}énes’

14

Crop Belletin No.124
produced in Manitoba in 1943,p633 fe

sBeport on Crops,Live Steck
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' TABLE II

SHOWING A COMPARISON OF AVERAGE GRAIN YIELD AT KENVILLE
WITH AVERAGE YIRLD QF THE. PROVINCE OF MANITORA FOR 1943

15

Wheat. | Oats: Barley

| ‘ , ]
Variety I Ken- §Mani- Variety; Ken- |Mani.- 3 Variety Ken- | Hani.
villeg toba ville toba j ville! tobas

" Thatchen 48 ¢4 3905 { 1 Vanguard 103.51 848 it Titan 881 52.1
Redman ; 476 3B +0 | | Garry. 1B 3 74451 OACZ2L 8674 529
Regent | 43.9 (3063 | | Fortume! 1ll.6, 84.5 | Sanalte, TO.l| 58 .4
Apex 464 13264 | I Clinton! 66.3 B8 011 Plush 68 «9: bBTe3
Saunders 43¢3 134+4 | i Exeter ;| 11331 94.3( Vantage 66.0: 59.2
Ajax 88 ¢, 81l.2 Iﬂon:tealfa 7301 bB6.b

Within recent years several new areas have been opened
for farminge Birch River,five miles north ef the Municipality of
Minitonas sié the centre of an area that is being cleared rapldly
for a@iev&wx‘eo Tracts of land south of Durban were considered
to be too: swanpy for producing graine. During cempearatively dry
years the land lost much of its swrplus moisture. The area 1B now

being clesred and crops gecond to none in the vall;ey are beling grown.
The -Boor Years

The first two decades of the present century showed a
steady inqxzea.se in population for the two municipalities of
Swan River and Minitonss. The populatien figure for both rese

from 1726 in 1901 to 7929 in 192l1,2 normal growth for 2 new

agricvlitural areae

15 .
Report of a representative of Nanitobe Seed Growerst

Agsociatione Information supplied b i
N2 Y BeAblgail .,menager jBenit
Cooperative Elevator Association Pool 93+ 3 senghenite
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»Table IV shevws that in the five yeaf period from 1921
to 1926 there was & slight decline in popplation. This should
not be regarded as significant. The movement of pebple into
the velley had ceased for the tiﬁe being,however and would
need an added incentive 1f some measure of the former increase

was to be recovereds
The Euwropean Influx

During the first querter of the twentieth century the
populati@n of the HMunicipality of Minitonas was almost entirely
Anglo-Saxone In the year 1900 Russian immigrants arrived and
settled west of the Manitoba boundary. As years passed many
of them drifted across the berder and puwrchased lend in the
Benito area where ihey,still residee
“ Germans and Czechs came in 1927 and ' B ,pwchased farms
and settled principally in Minitones Munleipelity. The character
of the population was changed thereby fram an almeost total
Anglo-Saxon to an area in which people of various racilal
orlginsg are almost equal in numberse. These new setilers
rought their traditions of frugality and industry and added
color to the humen tapestry being woven in the valley.

Table IV shows the pepulation of Minitonas and Swan
River Municivpalities for each census year from 1921 to 1946.
The census division of which the two municipalities are a part

included considerable unorganized territory but,since the boun-

deries of the division have changed,the population of the un-
organized terrvitory 1s not included. A study of Table IV shows

Thet the grestest increase of population in the two municipaiities
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TABLE III

POPULATION OF SWAN RIVER AND MINITONAS MUNICIPALITIES
AND. OF ‘THE TOWN OF SWAN RIVER AT TEN YEAR INTERVALS

1901-1921
1901 1911 1921
Minit onas 362 1098 243
Swan River 1364 2712 4538
Swan River(town) 574 903
Total 1726 438 4 L 7929
TARLE IV

POPULATION OF SWAN RIVER AND MINITONAS MUNICIPALITIES
AND OF THE TOWN OF SWAN RIVER AT FIVE YEAR INTERVALS
L - 1921-1945. ,

g mes s
1921 ? 1926 1931 | 1936 1941} 1946

Minitonas 243 | 2248 | 35| 3711 3m4l 356
_ o 1
Swan River| 4888 | 4673 | 4976 | 5713| 57 5591

Swan River
{(town) 203 200 068 1016 1129 1191

Totad 7929 | 2L | 9029 | 10440 10841]10350

16 :
Deminion Bureay of Statistics,Census of Prairie

Provinces 1936,p.9.0ttawa, 193 .
1%

This figure includes 294 for the village of Benito,
incorporated in 1941

8 E
This figure includes 329 for the village of Benitoe




occurred during the decade 1926-1936 with the first half

of the ten year pericd showing the greatest gain.
Recent Shifts in Population

Tavle IV shows a decline in population in both nmunic-
jpalities for the five year period,1941-'46. The decline in
Swan River Municivality teotals 137 persons when the incorpor-
ateé village of Benito is included. The greatest shift in
population has teken place in Minitonas Munieipality which lost
4160 The populatlion of the town of Swan River lncreased by
62 but this increase nay be regarded as negligible in a town
of over 1100 populatione

The recent decline in population in Minitonas Munic-
ipality‘ﬁay be partially accounted for by the fact that there
has been a fairly large exodus of retired farmers to the Wes?
Coast. Modern methode of farming and the advent of power
machinery permit farmers te operate on an increasingly large
scale. Farmers who once ocwned 160 acres of land are increasing
their héldingse Another trend that must be noted is that with-
in the last five years fifﬁeen Czech famllies moved from the |
valley to the industrial centres of Ontaric. By and large ,howW=
ever,the exodus from the valléy has been of the Anglo-Saxon
groups In fhe face of this decline the unincoryporaited village
of Minitonas has increased considerably within recent years.

Plans are now being made to have Minitenas incorporateds

According to a recent count the population of the village

is 560,
Population chaenges are further reflected in the in-

creasing number of pupils Im schools,of school teachers employed,

and in expanding high school provisionse




CHAPTER III
ORGANIZATION OF THE MUNICIPALITIES OF MINITONAS AND
SWAN RIVER; DEVELOFMENT OF THE SCHOOL SYSTEM
The:Rural Munieipality of Minitonas

A study of the bylaws of the councils of the Munileipality
of Minitonas shows that the municipality was organized in the
spring of 190Ll. The minute book of the first meetings of the
council was not available and was provably desitroyed in a fire
some years agoe The £irst bylaw was enacted for the purpose of
appointing a secfetary«tﬁeasmer- for the newly organized munie
cipalitye WneCoNorth received the appoiniment and remalned in
office until 1903. The first reeve of the municipality was
DeDunne He was succeeded by W.B.Sifton in 1902. An election
was held on December 2,1902,and E.Widueyer was elected reeve.

In 1904 J ° G,A%.Campb@}.}. was reeve and E;Widmeye:e Secretary-
treasurer. SeDunn became reeve in 1907.

In.the foregoing paragraph alwe listed the names of the
r@@ves and secretary-treasurers for the first five yearssafire
the mmicipalitii@g*ganizedo The work of the councils during.
this period was imporitant because it determined to a large
exbent the nature of the early provislon.

Much of the work of the first council of the municipaliby

of Minitonas was concerned with appointing municipal officialse.

On Juliy 25,1901,Dr.Lincham of Swan River was appointed health
officer. Other work imveived preparing an agsessaent and ltemizing

the suns $0 be levied for various purvoses. Apgendixzx 0 includes

=2He
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a copy of the first assessment bylaw passed October 7,190l. The
Municipal tax was set at 6 mills,the General School tax at 1}
nills. Special school rates were set Tér the districts named

nereafter,~Hinitonas,? mills; Oakhurst,4 mills; West . Favel, 4%

‘mills; and for Lidstone,l} mills. Less than one year laber,in

August .1902,BY Law XXI fixed the rate and authorized fhe sums
to be-levied for educabional purposes. Both the general school
tax and. the special school taxes were incressad,the CGeneral

School Tax from 1% to 5% millse. The special school taxes were

set as fellows,»for Minitenasgsé'mills; West Favel,7 mills;

bomds of Swan River Munilcipalibtye.
The Munleipallty.of Swan River.

The rural municipality of Swan River was organized in
1901le JoWe Robson was the first reeve andm@ssxes Frénk Mye:eé,
Alengeil@rgInKeShaw,MurphygD.Hawe, and T.C.Silverthorne were
councillors. The electlon was held by shd@ of hande

The FTirst council meeting was held in the office of
H.E.Glendenning,editor of “The Swan River Star®. lr.Glendenning
récelved the appoinitment efisecretarybﬁreasurer@

Much . of the work of the first council was conceruned
with appolinting municipel officlals,with organiZing school

districts and defining boundaries,and with forming & drainage

districte Each counciller prepared an assessment for his

ward but the council was instructed to form a valuation on wild
lande

The rural municipality of Swan River ig one of the
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largest municipalities in the Province: of Nanitobae Figure 6
shows that it.is more than 1} times as large as its adj acent
municipalitye The town of Swan River,the incorporated viilage

of Benito,end the wnincorporated villages of Durban and Kenville
are within its boundse The- popuiation of the municipality excluss
sive of the Town of Swan River and the Village of Benito ig al-
most 1700 more then the population of the Municipality of Minie

tonas according to the census for 1946.
The: First Sehools and Teaching Steff

Instruction was first given in Swan River Valley in Tent
Town as éar;y as 1899 by Mre.l.C.Northe A short time after. classes
were :.:heida;in the Village of Swan River in a roam above Arthwr
Herming? 8 -drug stores Nofmn Inghem was the first teacher. A one-
rooam:’ school was built.in 1900 and A.C.Dorrance-wes the first
teacher of this school. Within a short .time a second reom was
added to ihe schooleand MraReGoTaylor became the first Principal
with Miss Waddell 28 his assistant. Inspector Maquire's first
report for Swan River Valley refers to this school as fellows,-
"the town school is & well built,two-story building,with two
i;eoms,beﬁh of which are now occu.pi@do“l 7

The £first shool district to be orgenized in Swan River .
Volley was West Favel. This distriel was crganized in 1900 and
Inspector Maguire performed the epening ceremonye The school

house was erected in 1901 and Douglas Durkingson of one oi‘ the

plonesr farmers,beceme the first teacher. Durkin later became

1
Report of the Depariment of Education for the Year

ending Decenber 31,1900,pe&l. Winnipe .
geKingﬁ EI“:L 3 2
Brovince of Kanitobs. nter feor the
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a Canadian writer. Swan Valley,in Swan River Rukal Municipality ,
was the second school district orgaﬁized in Swan River Valley.
Sgusre Plains,about five miles south-west of Swan River,was or-
ganized a short time later. In July 1900 Inspector liaguire visited
Swan River to hold courts of Revision and t0 look into the orgsne-
ization of several SChQOA Gistrictsele found two schools,Swan
Valley and Sguare Flains,in operation.

Inspector A.W.Hooper,in his report for the year ending
0

| .
s

listed the following school districits as being
organized during that year,-Cowan,Oak aur v,linitonss ,Shaw, Thunder
Hill,Fishing River,Hgremont,Pretoria ,nobson snd Victoria. Victoria
School District is now called iloradale Se¢De Inspactor Hooper
noted that the formatlon of the ten schocl districts durlng the
year 1901 Ygives some ldea of ﬁhé advencement' of Swan River
Valley. New school buildings were erected during the year in

-

the Minitonas,Oakhurst,Vest Favelle,Lidstone,Shaw,Ru

Pretoria,BEgrenont end Bowsman districis.

the church was uéed ag a classroom and a jyoung wman named Gran
served as teacher. The first trustees of Illinitonas School District
were Robert Knox,S ohn Dufkiﬁ and Thomas IicLauchline Those teach-
ing in the Minitonas School in succession were Iforman Inghew,
DeMackenzie,lfiss Jennie lcGaw,Don Ross,R.G.Taylor and D.5.Woods.

Tn 1907 it was found necessary to oven a primary roome DeSFo0ds

W

was uvrincipal of tie two-vroom school with Iilss Wilson as his
assistant.
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A short vime later thie tru trict began to
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make plans for the eraction of a four-reom buildings Inspector

{;

Department of Zducation in 1908 that
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miinitonag has ourchased & Tine new site consisting of abouv 10U




1y situated groundse. On this the trustses

four-room building which will be
2

ear.! This school wes finished

in August 1909« W.J .Hendsrson fellowed D.S.Woods ag urincipal

of the scheole A Third teacher wes added

1916+ A Tew years later a fourth tescher was addeds In August,

[

1946, initonas School became & itwo-room high school and a

fifth tescher was added. Provislon was me 3 for the primary
class in an unused church. Finally,in August 1948 ,2 sixth

teacher was added and provision made for another room in an
unuged bulldinge At the present time four classes are being
held in the school,one c¢lass in an unused church,and one
class in a renodelied garage. Surel
is now in order im Hinitonas,

On August 31,1903,2 bilaw was pagsed in Hinltons
Council forming Bowsman Union School Districte In October
1902 a bilaw was passed forming s school district 1o be known

L,

as Woody River School Districte o trustees were elected an

o

(Y

no school house built so the by

1..1

law wag rescinded. Bowsman

Union School District wes formed from sedtions originally
intended to comprise Weoody River disitrict asg well as sectlions

which were given to form the nsw union distric A school

et
ag bullt dn 1904. The school population guickly increased

and it was necessary to add more accommodaticne In 1926
an elght-room scnool was built. Bowsman Unlon is staffed

P
Report of ©
ending December 31,19
Province of 11 tobho.e
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by six teachers. There is plenty of room in the schoel and
two rooms may be used as assembly halls or work shops. Bowsman
Union School is at present one of the two village schools in
Swan River Valley that have sufficient room for the schocl
population without making use of basement rooms or vacant
buiidingse. |

N In 1904,00iy four years aiter the school was built,the
village‘of Swan River doubled the size of its school,thus pro-
viding fouvr classrooms. Swan River School received Intermediate
standing in 1905 and James W.McHNadb became principale Fifteen
pupils were enrolled in secoﬁdary'worko There Were three teachers
on the staff in 1905 end the total student enrollment was 167.
The following year the étaff was increased to fowr teachers.

In 1907 J.S.Peach became prinecipal end remained in that
positioh until 1913 when he WagAappointed~Inspect0: of Schools
with headguarters at Swan River. In 1913 Swan River School be-
came & two-room™’ high schools. The status of the school was
raised to a Collegiate Department in 1934 when a third teacher
was added to the high school staff. The school. became a Cellegiate
Institbute in 1933 . Fof the year ending June 1947,%the enrollment
in the hilgh school was 112. The following are among the pmindipals
who were in charge of Swan River School,~J .M.Wallace,s «S.Duncan,
S.S.Harvey,#.B.Book,H.H.Guest and A.J .Wilson. The teaching stalf
jncreased,fourteen now being required. Even with fourteen

teachers,many of the classroams are crowded.

ine eongest@a situation in Swan River School has made
necessary a further building programme. Plans are at present
Being formulated to erect a new building which will probably
be used as a high school,leaving the present building for

elementary DPUrposes.
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At a time when plans are being made t0 build new sehoom.

in Swan River,Minitonas,Kenville,Birch River and mafeking and
an addition to Durban Consolidated School a long range view
should be taken and the advisability of having a Composite
High School should be scarefully conéiderede
| Figure 6 shows the location of the first schools built
in Swan River Valley and Figure § shows the location of the
schools in existence at p:::esent. A conplete list of school
districts showing dates of orgenization and building of school
is reported in Tablie Ve School districts organized in the
nunicipality of Swan River and in unorganlized territery are
reported in Tables VI and VII. |

| Benito School District was organized on May 18,1907,
At the organization meetingliéssrs. C.Goodmsn, John Dykemen and
Normen West were elected trustess. Norman West was appeint@d
Chairman and C.Goodman secretary-treasurer. Plans were imnediately
initiated to erect a school-house of concrete:blocks made of
one part Portland cement,three parts sand and s8ix parts gravel.
Among the f£irst teachers of Benlto Schhel were John FeScribuer,
Miss Jessie Corbetit Miss Bva Smi‘shs‘l‘azisai-msie Payna and We Meld:cwﬁo »i
In 1911 W.leldrun was principal of the school which had been
enlarged to two roams with Miss-Payne as his asslstant. Misses
Florence Henryand HoEmmond succesded Miss Payne as Ilir.leldrun' s
assistants. Prineipals succeeding Mr.lMeldrun were A.G.Fulford,
AeJ oBlliot and GeGarrette v .Garrett served as principal of

Benito Consollidated Scheol from September 1916 until June 1922,
Principals following Mr.Garrett were A.L.Mills, J.W.Beer, WeJ «Dalgat
HeLeSteln,T oCoStewart, J oBoMoreison, ReBuck,A.J oMoran,WeH Lucow

aad J eNeClark.
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LOCATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS

ORGANIZED IN 1900-1902

IN THE MUNICIPALITIES OF MINITONAS
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While the period of tenure for most of the teachers who
served within Swan River Valley has been short especially in
the rural schools,three principals served for meny years in the
valleye WeoJ eRO4gers has served as principal of Durban Conso=
lidated School Tor 31 years,the late J.S.Duncan served as prin-
cipal of éwan River School for 20 yearssaﬁd,A.EeScrasa was
principal of Kenville School for 18 years. These men played a
¥roaninent p&rt in the develomment of education in their ﬁistricts

and Hr.Rodgers continues {0 serve with effieieney in Durbane

TABLE V

THE SCHOOL DISTRIGTS WITHIN THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF
. MINITONAS SHOWING THE. YBAR EACH WAS CORGANIZED .
AND THE YEAR OF THE ERECTION OF THE SCHOOL HOUSE

Schoel District ¢ Nunber Yeaxr of Year of FErection
. Crganization of School House

West FPavel 103% 1200 1901
Lidstone 1064 1800 1901
Minitonas 1102 1901 1901
Oakhurst 1114 1901 1901
Floradale 1193 1901 1902
Ravensworth 1i8b 1902 1903
Croppertops 1186 1902 1902
Fishert s Siding 1200 1902 1903
Rearing River 12156 1902 1904
Bowsnman Union 1293 1903 1904
Kemiich 13258 1904 19056
Avonlea 1606 1912t 13 1913
Briervley 1613 1912t 13 1913
Cralgsford 1764 1914t 15 1916
lcKay B84 1916« 17 191%
Sinclair 18 95 191%=t 18 1918
Lens 2023 191.9=* 20 1920
Dwmecanviilie 2122 1928

Grahamville 2213 1930

Allanvale 2224 1931 1931
Swanford 2268 1936

Worth! s Creek 28B4 1938 1939
Hall ; 22986 1940 1940
Deer Path 2300 1943 ,

Note,-There & blank spece ha left inT -
information was no &W&ilaﬁiga 8 been left inTable V,exact
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TABLE VI

SCHOOL DISTRICTS WiTHIN THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY
OF SWAN RIVER SHOJING THE YRAR EACH VWAS ORGANIZED

Sehool Distriet | Nunber Year of Year of Erection
) Crganization{ of Filrst School House

Swan Valley 1238 1800 1900

Swan River 1047 1800 1900

Square Plains 1053 1900 1900

Durban 180 1900 1901

Ruby 168 1L 1901 1001

Lavender ie2 1901 1901

Shaw 110% 1901 1901

Bgremont 1110 1901 1901t 02

Thunder Hill 11566 1901 1902

Pretty Valley 1162 1901 1906

Harlington 1164 1901 19202

Davidson 1260 1903 1904

Little Woody 1271 1904

Kenville 1404 1906 1909

¥Wild Rose 14056 1907

Benito 1408 1907 190%=t (8

Egiison 1476

Laacaster 1542

Big Woody 1621

Alpine Conse. 1738 191%

Crestview 2063 1920~ 21 1921

Mountain Crest 2079 1921-t 22 1922

Lady Hubble 2088 1922

leVey 2303 1942-1 43

First .Steps Toward Consolidation

As early as 1904 the centraiization of schoocl districts

was a live tople throughout a large part of the province of

Manitobae The matter of consolidation was discussed in the

Note,-The folleowing schools not listed above,-Frevoria,

Central Valley ,Bonnyview,Corbeti,Parsonviile and Robson,=entered
into consolidation a few years afler the districits were erganized

and ara_ncw vart of Durban and Beni
Vhere a Yleznk space has
infermatian was not availalble.

to Consolidated seheol Districts.
been left in Table VI,exact
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TABLE VII

SCHOOL DISTRICIS IN UNORGANIZED TERRITORY SHOWING
THE YEAR EACH WAS ORGANIZED

gcheol District Nunber Year of Year of Frection
! Crganizaition of School House

Drucy 1671 1913

Steele 18 60 1915 1915« 16

0ld Fort 1868 1916

Birch River Village| 2003 1920

Bell River 215% 1928

Novra 21%2 1929

MeKinley 2235 1936

Glover Creek 2304 1943 ' 1945

Little Creek 2306 1946t 49

Swan-Woody ‘ 2307 19461 4%

North-Western Inspectoral Division but the general attitude was
one of waiting for some authoritative report from & district |
within the Province where the experiment would be tried. A few
months later in 1905 Virden and Shane School Districts united
forming the first counsolidated school in Manitoba. Holland
foilowed close upon Virden as a centre of consolldatione Trustees
githin the bounds of the Norith-Testern Inspecboral Divisioﬁ
were now afforded ample opportunity to study consolidation ag
seen operating in Virden and Hellande

During the ten year period from 1901 to 191l the population
of Swan River Rural Municipality increased from 1364 to 2712
and the popilation of Minjtonas Mumicipality increased fron
362 to 108 . School districis were organized and there was

considerable dissabisfaction over boundaries and unequalized

Note,-School houses have noed been erecited as yet in Little-
Creek and Swan-Woody Schooi Distr

ictse Where 3
been left in Table VII exact infe plank space has

roation was not availables
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taxation. Petitions requesting boundary changes were considered
frequently by the Municipal Cowncil. Evem although many diffie
culties arose in organizing school districts,ne steps were
teken in Swan River Valley toward consolidation until 19i2.
Inspector E}H.‘Walker played a prominsunt part in the movement
toward consolidatione |

On December 12,1912,a special meeting of Benito School
Board was held at the clofe of the Annunl Ratepayers' Neeting.
At¢this special meeting a motion was intreduced by'E}Smi%h that
the board petitien the Council of Swan River Rural Liuwnicipality
t0 consolidate Benito School District No.l408 with the districtis
of Bcnnyview,Cofbeﬁt,Robson and Parsonville. This motion was
car%ied.s A

The first reference to conmsolidation of schopl dis@ricts
by the Coweil of the Rural Municipality of Swan River is found
in the Cowumeil Minutes of the meeting of December 20,1912,

- "Hawe-Goldsmith,-That the resolution from the Trustees
of Bonnyview and Corbett.Districts be received and laid on
the table and that no further action be taken by council
until similar resolutions are received from the trustees of all
other schools interested in the proposed consolidation 4
and that the clerk notify all parties concerned.Carried®

On Janvary 2,1913,Benito School Board elected Dr. Baldwin
chairmen for the year 1913 and James H.Best secretary-treasurere.

On Janusry 22 a mobion was carried thet the board petition the
council to comsolidate Benito School District No.l408 with Corbdett,

3
Minute Beck of Benito School District
4
- Minutes of The Cownecil Heeting of the Municipality ef
Swan River,December 20,1912.




Bonnyview and Parsoaville districts. A short itime labar the
council recelived the »netition and on February D at the Council

iseting Councillor Sims wmoved and Councillor Dawson seconded

1.

that 2 bylaw coanselidating the rural school districts of Benito,
Bonnyview,corb@tt‘and Parsonville be introduced and read a first
sime. This motion was carried. A second motion was then carried
that a bilaw consolidating the foregoing named school districis

1

be baken as read a second and third time,signed,sealsd and

and Times. This editorisl is reproduced asg follows,-

EN

at that ple surrouading Benito

o
.
=

8 appare the peox

are looking forward io cons Lidating their schools. This
ig in line with the popular educational movement in ianitobs
today,as well as in many aum er parts of Canada. The systen
has been tried in the Bast Tor el

Whether or not the systan k well depends more
or less upon the moral suppord it Wlll be given by the
comnunities. There seems Lo be no room for doubt that a
consolidated school should e able 10 secure ithe services
of more efficient teachers than the 1soisted small schools
cane It seems rsasonable,moreovar,that the schdiads ehould
orofit from association with a larger numbsr of pupilis. In
a2 little school where nerhans only one or two familises,
frequently closely relataed,come togeituner,the pupils become
sxtremely Provineial in their ways and views- perhaps Local
is the betier word. The ol d=-Tashioned idea that keeping
children isolated Xeeps theum Lvom harm,does not hold together
welle Bvil is freqguently found in SOLitar“ oviaces and
frequently a change to see what others are doing impresses
pupils,as well as older ones,;to become mors ambitious and
to nhave hlgher moral idealse

e condition of tae roads is one feature which will
naterially affect the success of the movensnte Let us hope
that the neyw school sysitem will W 4 to
commissionars that good roads are e er
good reason why the censolidated G
great blessling o Dae 1ife of ta
the Renito District will be watc
that they may teach us a great 1L

5

Bditorial "Consolidated Schoolst
tor,The Star snd Times,Syan River
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A public notice was issued by Joseph Armstrong that
by Bylaw No.l99 the Rural Municipality of Swan River united
the school districts of Benito,Bonanyview,lorvett and Parson-
ville into one district. Notice was also given that a meeting
of ratepayers of the above named school districits be held in
Benito School House on iarch 25,1913,for the purpose of elec-
ting trusitees for the newly organized consolidated Schéal Districts

On larch 20 the ratepayers! meeting was held as sche-
duled and after the poll closed at l.pentsthe following trustees
ware declared elected,-E.Holden and A.E.Corbett to hold office
for three years;Dr.Baldwin and Ole Parson to held éffice for

two years;and James H.Best to hold office for one year. AT

fulo

the organiz ng‘meeting of the newly elected trustess held on
March 27,Dr.Baldwin was elected Chalrman and Jemes H.Best
was appointed Secretary-treasurer and the first Board of .
Trustees of the first consolidated school district to be
organized in Swan River Valley began to functione

In March the trusvtess of the School Districts of

Central Valley,Durban and Fretoria,undoubtedly influenced

o'

y the consolidation movement in Benito,petitioned the Council
to consolidate the three districts. On April 30,191.3,Councillor
Sims moved and Councillor Yeung seconded a motion that a Bylayw
providing for consolidation of the three disitricts be intro-

.

dueced and read a first time. The mobion was carried. A moition

k) ]

aen,carrvied vhat the bylew be taken as read a second and

third time,signed,sealed and nunberasd. The Consolidated School
Distreict of Durban became the second consolidated school

district in Swan River Valley.

In August a Bylaw (0 unite a portion of %he Robson
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Seheol District to the Comsolidated School District of Benito
was introduced,read three times,signed,sealed and numbered.
Part of the district was united with Durben Consolideted School
District and the remaining portion with Benito Consolidated
District in 1920. :
" The enly other consolidatien te take place in Swan River
Valley ceme in 191% when Alpine Consolidated School District was
organizede This unit is smallghowever,os Alpine School has only
two clasg-rooms.

There was some support for consolidaetion in the Munic-
ipvality of Minitonas and letters writien by parents were pub-
lished in The Star and Times,the Swan River weekly newspaper,

but neo positive action followed.
The-Building Programme resuliing from Censolidatien

As soon as the Seheool Districts of Beonnyview, Corbett,
Parsonville and Benito were consolidated,several problems immed-
iately arose. It became necessary to choose a school site,to
provide temporary accemmodation for the pupils,te provide a
means of transportation for the children,snd finally te bulld
& new schoole

At the ratepayers! meeting of March 25,when the first
trustees of the new consolidated district were elected,iir.
J.T.Dovglas moved and ir.C.B.Kelghley seconded that the first

choice of a school site be tune grounds west of the village of

Benito known as the Sports! Grownds. These growmds contained
elght acres. Om April 10,1913, the School Board authorized the

secrelary-treasurer to purchase this land irvem the Canadian

Natienal Rallway and in a short time the business transaction



wiag completed.

Arrangenent was made Lo bring the children from the

&md

D

I

three districts 1o Benito School. A woom in "Dykemen's shack’
vas prepared to accommodate the extra childrene

On April 22,1213,Trustes AH.Corbatt moved and Trusie
HeHolden seconded that J.H.Bossons be employed as architect for
the new consolidated school "the same 0 be a four-room school,
ar,neated by stean,estimated cost about $14,000 or
$15,000." Subsequent history of Benito Comsolidated School

shows that the board of trustees erved in judgment and that

plans should nave included the building of at least a six-room

n’.‘}‘

four-room bulldinge Within a few years it

[_Jo
:b
o
=
o

navead

school

becans nec sher o bulld an addition to the school

(]
[e]
&
A’)
\
@
LJ.

)

or to convert the bassment inte two classrooms. The second
method of accommodating the increassed school population was
adopieds The resuit has been that wmany children have suffered
from tne defsctive lightinge

The pddns as vrepared by J.HeBossons wers not used
and H.DeTuttel was engaged t0 prepare plans Tor the ney 8CHO0Le
The building was to be similar ©0o Starduck School. It was 10
e hrick veneer wilth cement trimnings and was 10 be n@uuﬁd by

L,

hot aire. The building was to face the easle In June John S.Fres
was engeged 10 take charge of the construction worke

Ten years Later when the school had become overcrowded
olans for a one story four-room bullding wers examined and

diede One of the trustess,howevsr,suggested delay to sse
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whether portions of the district to the north and south would
be taken .off. The other members of the board rejected this
suggestion and a motion was carried that the board proceed
with a8 bullding programme. In January 1923 a motion was carried
that a ratepayers' meebing be called to ask permission to
borrow $20000.00 for the building prograume. Nothing was done
until the annual meeting held on July 169 At this meeting the
following motlion was carried,-

“Smith-Dykeman,-That the ratepayers recaumend to the
trustee board to provide as accurate an estimate as poss-
ible:.of the cost of building a three or four room addition
to our school and summit it to the ratepayers in public
meeting and if accepted to take necessary steps for selling
deventures to cover cost of same. Carried®?

Although subsegueat mobtions to begin a building pro-
gramme were passed,nothing more concrete was done and the use
of basement rooms was continued. Three years later in 1926 the
guestlion of starting a building programme arose once more and
the trustees were instructed by the ratepayers " to find out
the exact amount of room needed to accommodate the pupils and
$0 build an addition large enough to do away with the basement
gehool rooms.® A bullding programme was not started howevers

Comsolidation of the School Districts of Central Valley,
Durban and Pretoria ln 1913 made necessary & bullding prograume
in Durben. In 1915-114 a two-room:' school Wwas builte It shortly
became necessary 0 use a portion of the basement for a class-
roon. In 1921 an addition was built on the south end of the

8CNn00L pr@viding two more classrooms. It was then unnecessary

10 make use of the basement room wabtil 1947 when a fifth teacher

37 .
Ibid,pel36e




was added to the staff. Plans are under wag at present to begin

a further building programme.
Transportation Problems resWllting from Censolidation

As soon as Benito Consolidated School Distriet was
organized,plans were made by the newly elected board to have
the childrean conveyed to and from school in Benito. Trustee
Ole Parson was authorized to hire a conveyance to bring the

-children from Parsonville Districht to the Benito School and
toke them back againe. The remuneration for conveying these
children was not to excesd $3.00 per day. Arrangements were
also made to convey the children from the other consolidated
districise

| In August 1913 the Benlto Consolidated School Board
asked for tenders for van driwe;s and the following tenders
were acoepted,- -

Nils Roos at $3.00 per day,the Parson Route

Charles Feere.ai $4.00 per day,the Corbett Route

ReJ ohnstone at $3.60 per day,the East Roube

The first school van was purchased from thé Serey Wagon
Campany;ﬁinnipeg,at the cost of approximately $260.00. The cost
of the van and freight on the van amounted to @2?24&0. School
vans were also purchased from Perry Bros. Three: years later in
1916 Sandy Keillor was employed to bulld a van and to have 1%
ready to hiteh at a cost of $225.00

The number of van routes heg~ ilnereased from three:ig

1913 to seven at the present time. The cost of transportatien

has risen aceordingly and for a number of years was greater than
the salarles pald to the teaching staff. Table VIIT presents a

comparison of the cost of transporitation with that ef salaries
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TABLE VIII
A COMPARISON OF THE COST OF TRANSPORTATION WITH THAT OF

SALARIES PAID TEACHERS FOR BENITO CONSOLIDATED
SCHOOL DISTRICT,1913% T0 19456

Year Cost. of Transporitation Teachers® Salaries
19131 14. $ 1335.00 $ 2025.00
1914115 . 197000 . 220000
191b6-116 1866.00 233700
1916= 17 257200 305000
1917-118 324200 325000
1918 =119 5132.00 3940.00
1919=! 20 6915.,00 48 0000
1920~ 21 10255.00 8540.00
1921=1 22 8013.00 8625.00
1922-1 23 6813.00 8134.00
19231 24 6770400 8793.00
1924 25 4493.00 5717.00
1926 26 6462.00 8544.00
1926-1 2% 6064.00 8 340.00
lo27-' 28 600400 7686400
198 =1 29 533300 771500
1929t 30 B761L.00 751100
1830~ 31 574%7.00 - 62500
1931=t 32 377900 606400
1932t 33 422100 4431 .00
1933=t 34 44005.00 5410.00
1934-! 35 4303000 4360000
1935« 36 4270.00 4388 «00
1936t 37, 4356 .00 433000
1937~ 38 4132-90 4694+00
193 =t 39 3232.00 4693.00
19391 40 542700 4478 « 00

July 11,1940~
Dece31,1940 4436,00 1812.00
1941 1842.00 488 4.09
1942 4226600 5065.,00
1943 47560090 6243.00
1944 6760400 63306.00
1945 5542.00 719000

paid to teachers of Benito School and Table IX gives a similar
comparison for Durban Consolidated School.
It will be aoied from Table VIII thet the amouhnt spent

on teachers' salaries in Benito was less than the amount spent

8 ‘

Dats obtained from sehool Financial Reporis. Costs are
e k] - -,
vaken $o the neapegy dollav.
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TABLE IX )
A COMPARISON OF THE COST OF TRANSPORTATION WITH THAT OF

SALARIES PAID TEACHERS-FOR DURBAN CONSOLIDATED
. SCHOOL DISTRICT,1924 TO 1948

Year Cost of Traunsportation Teachers! Salarles
~ ]

19241 25 $3841.00 . $470000
192b6=-t 26 .3999.00 4643.00
19261 29 4292.,00 455700
1927-1 28 4290000 4690.00
198 =1 29 417200 4491.00
1929-! 30 &B74.00 488 9.00
1930~ 31 326700 4351900
1931t 32 2234.00 3465 .00
19321 33 2649.00 308 700
19331 34 265000 3019.00.
1934 35 2791.00 29156.,00
1936 36 38000 3195.00
1936= 3% 316200 3136400
1937t & 3318 - 00 308 7.00

1940 2317.00 323000
1941 1762.,00 3143.00
1942 3461.00 3260600
1943 4400000 362400
1944 5237.00 430000
1945 5768 00 4750.00

on transportation during the post war years 1919 to 1922.
During a number of other years the cost of transportation
almost equalled the amount spent on teachers' salaries. Table
IX shows that uatil 1936 the cost of transportatlon %o Durban
Consolldated School was less than the amount spent on teachers?.
salaries. For the year ending December 31,1948 ,the cost of
transpertation in Dwban District excesded the cost of tuition
by almost $500e00.

A study of the finanecial reports of Benito Consolidated

School District shows that the salary of a van driver compared

9 ‘
Data obtained from school Annual Financial Reporise.
Costs are taken teo the nearest dollare



very favorably with that of an elementary school teacher. A

ﬁ‘%“

study of Table X clearly illustrates this fact. It is impossible

t0 comparé the average salary of teachers with that of van

drivers after 1931 because ratepayers were permitted to work

out some of their tazes by driving vans. In 1932-' 33 the cost

of transportation as per teacher employed was $603.00 and the

-average salary per teacher was $633.00. In 1936 3% the-cost

- of traansportation as per teacher-employed was $622.29 while

the average salary per teacher was $618 .57«

A COMPARISON OF ‘SALARIES OF. VAN DRIVERS WITH THOSE OF

TABLE X

- TEACHERS FOR BENITO CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL.
DISTRICT AT FIVE YEAR PERIODS.191%7-1927

10

! Month rEZ'ea::r Van -Salary Teacher Salary Average Salary |
Driver . ' Driverg Teachers
{ Septembep 1917 ] A  |@54.00] B8 .00 A" %120.005
‘ . B @.4.00, 88,00 B - 7200
C  |@ 4.00 88,00 C 65.00
) D |@ 4.50] 99,00 D 65.00 $90.7% $80.50
. September 19221 A @ 5.001100.00 ] A 19000
B @ 5.50]110.00 | B 130.0(
¢ @ 3+90] WBL.00]C 100.0C¢
D @ 5.50{110.001 D 80.0
B @ 4+50] 90,00 | E 80,0
P @ 3.78] T5.00| F 120.0%
G @ 3+75] 7500
H i@ 2090} 88 .00 87.00 120.00
Septembey 1927 § A @ 4.20{100.801 A 190.00
B @ 5.00{120.00 | B 14000
C @ 3.50] 84,00} C 90000
D @ 5.00{120.00 | D 890,00
B @ 4.501108.00 | B 85.00
P 328! 00| F 85.00
3 GC 3001 72.001{ G 80400 :
H @ 2:50] 60400 9283 108 .57 |
z
10
» Ivid  WNote,-Ven drivers provided thelr own teams and
feed Tor the horsese. :
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Although the cost of transportation seems to be high

in comparison with the cost of iteachers' salaries in the Benito

Congolldated School Disitrict,it is difficult to estimate what

-

the cost of esducation would have besn had not consolidatlion
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in attracting qualified teachers while the majority of the one-
room rural schools have been staffed by permit teachers,; soune
of them for the last nine years. Baenlito has had greater Aiffi-

culty in retalning teachers than Durbasne




CHAPTER IV
SCHOOIL, POPULATION

Introduction

| The extent to which people make use of school facilities
is reflected in the percentage of the potential scheol population
regularly enrolled in the schools. The extent to which schools
retaln their pupils after they reach fourteen years-of age offers
some lndication of the ability of the school system to meet the

needs and to hold the interests of the school population.

_ If the teachers are well trained and do their work effect-
ively and the course of study is well adapted to commumity needs
it is vrobable that a high percentage of the enrollment will be

~in regular atitendance and that the degree of retardation will be
siigh%a If,on the other hand,"the people for whom the schaols are
established fail to make full use of them or lack interest in the
work as shown by irregular atiendance it is reasonable to assune

that the schools are not well adapted to popular needg.”

Shifts-in School Population

Population changes are reflected in the increasing nuaber
of pupils in schools and in the racial origin of the puplls. Table

XI shows the racial origin of the Benito school population at Live

year intervals since 1922 while Table BIT shows the racial origin

1
qFoght,Harcld‘WeaA Survey of Education in the rrovince
of Saskatcnewan 1Ps40.Regina; King' s Printer,1913 .
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of secondary school students for the year ending June 194%.
Tables are provided in Appendix P for study of shifts in

school population of Durban,Kenville 2nd Minitonas schoolse

TABLE XI
RACIAL ORIGIN OF BENITO CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL, PUPILS
- AT PIVE YHAR INTERVALS. 1922w

SmTEm— SR AR

Race 1922 1927 1932 1937 1942 1947 1949
British 142 159 113 85 93 75 59
Slavic 36 42 63 70 84 84 71
Scandinavian 11 26 29 10 16 12 15
QOther racial

Origins 8 = - 5 9 12 11
Total 197 227 20 170 B2 83 156
Percentage

British 7208 70604 B4.32 50.00 40011 40,8 3782

Slavic 18 .27 18 B0 3270 41.18 46,15 45,90 45.51
Scandinag-

ian 5eBB8 1146 L2+98 5688 8 079 658 9.61

Other ragc- :
ial Origins4d.0v mmmmn sewes 20094 4,95 6s56 7.06
100% 100% 100% 1007 100% 1007% 100%

Slavi@,ﬁUkrainian,ﬁussian,Polish;Scandinaviangmswediah3Icelandic;
Other racial origins,-German,French.Hebrew.

Table XI indicates a decline in the British element in

-

the school population and the corresponding inersease of Slavic

e

uplis in the Benito Coansolidated Schools A study of the tables

jote

n the sppendices shows a similar tread in the Durbsn Consolidated
School and that a gimilar change is o0ccurring in Kenville. The

.7> - . Ly o o P L ‘
vacial orlgln of the total Uinitonas Schoos popWlation was noi

% o Bl g e % E s * L o b

rap 2 £ hig ]
PLd decline of higa schooz PUpils of Brifig '
vABA origin since 1941 ang
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=53 |
an increase of pupils of German origin. A study of Table XII
shows thet the percentage of pupils of British origin in Bowse
man High School is still comparaiively highe A study of school
enroilment indicates that school population is inecreasing in the
Swan River,lMinitonaes and Durban schools but declining in Benito

Conselidated Schoole

TABLE XII

RACIAL ORIGIN OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS OF THE SIX SECONDARY
- SCHOOLS IN SWAN RIVER VALLEY FOR YEAR FNDING JUNE 1947

’ : ,
Race Benito { Bowsman ! Durban{ KenvillelHinitonas{Swan

- , V River
British 19 46 il 26 29 84
krainian 19 2 10 - 6 17
Polish 4 3 - 2 2 -
Russlan < e 2 . me o
German 4 - 1 = 21 é
French 3 = - on e 1 —-—
Swedish 2 - 1 @ - 4
Czech =c - - - 4 1
Others - 1 - @ 2 1
Total 53 52 25 2 63 112

Percentage
British 3585 88 «46 . 44.0 9286 4286 %500
Ukrainian} 35685 385 4000 cmmna 9.52 116.18
Polish ?7.55 5.7% —easaen 714 36l | wmnse
Russian 3B mm e 8.0 —meoe wmeme | aesoes
Cerman 755 o o o 00 et 460 o0 o 6 2 63 33033 5.35
French 566 mooos weoe | meeo= 159 |wowmaa
Swedish 378 | ewwm= 40 | wmn== e 357
Czech e s | cseces conee | mesoo 6038 | —cwmmw
Others =00 192 = e m o oo 3618 90
100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 1006%
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Present Banrollment. of School Population

The peopie of Swan River Valley make use of their
schools‘so‘far as the enrolliment of pupils between the age
limits of compulsory atitendance is concerned. Beginning
pupils'are enrelled‘at the opening of the Fall Ternm or at
Eaétare During the school year all the children six years
0ld enroll and it is exceptional to find a pupil of this
age not enrollede '

Table XIII shows the enrollment in six graded schools
in Swan'River_Vailey@ More than 1200 pupils are enrolled in
six of tue seven graded schools in Swan Valley,468 of whom

attend Swan River School.

TABLE XIII
ENROLLMENT OF PUPILS IN SWAN RIVER VALLEY GRADED SCHOOLS

School | Boys Girls Total
Benito ' 76 80 : 156
Bowsman Union 7 85 162
Durban 84 s 162
Kenville 30 44 74
Hinitonas o7 110 207
Swan River 227 241 468
Total 591 6B 1229

In the forty-eight one-reocom rural schools tue enroli-
ment varies from 8 to 43. The exact enrollument of the forty-
eight schools was not avallable bubt a total of 450 boys and
432 girls are enrolled in ?hirtybfive rural schools. Less

then one-half of Swan River Valley pupils are enrolled in
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one=room rural schools. The total énrollment in Swan Valley
schools is between 2500 and 2600« The high school enroliment
in the secondary schools is B7. In addition,about 40 students
are envolled in Grade IX or X with the Gorrespondence éranch
of the Department of Educatione

The enrollment by sex and grade in thirty-five rural
and six graded schools is shown in Table XIV. Table XIV indi-
cates that there is a graduel decline in enroliment from
Grade V to Grade VIII in most of the rural and graded schoolse
This decline is greater for boys than for gitls indicating
‘fhax more girls attend school for a loanger perlod than do boys.

Age-Grdde Distribution of Pupiis

"A pupil.is said to be retarded when he has arcived
at a point in the school course he should have resached
at an earlier age.2 '

The normal rate of’pragress of a pupil in school is
genexaliy taken to be one grade per year. A pupll should
require four years o cover four grades. If he regulres five
years,he is retarded one year. If he regulres three years,he
is accelerated one year. Table XV indicates that the degree
of retardation is noi so great ia Kenville School as in the
other graded schbhols of Swan River'Valleya A greater percentage
of pu@ils are sccelerated in Kenville School than in the other
graded schools with the exceptian of Minitoaas. Of 1229 graded
pupils 276 are accelsrated and 427 retarded.

Acceleratlon is greaterin the primery grades than in

2
Pubnan and Vier,Survey of the Bchool System ,Province
of British Columbia,p.X1.Victoris;Charles PoeBanfield, 1925,




Grades V to VIII. Of the 80 pupils accelserated in Minitonas
Scho00l,49 ars enrollsed in the first three gradese

TABLE XV

SHOWING ACCELERATION-RETARDATION OF PUPILS IN SIX GRADED SCHOOLS
IN SWAW RIVER VALLEY FOR THE YEAR 1948 =1 49

——— %

, , ,
School Enrollment Acceleratiod Normal | Retardation

Nos Noe % Noe % Noe %

Benito 156 31 199 69| 44, 66 1359
Bowsman Uhion 162 15 Qe3 20! bbe 57 [38Bel
Durban 162 21 12.9{ 80]49. 61 1377
Kenville 74 23 &lel 40} 41 11 1148
Hinitonas 207 80 B 5 971 372 50 242
Swan River 468 . 106 22.7| 170} 36.3; 192 4100
Total. 1229 296 22.5! 5261 42.8] 427 347

Table XVI indicates that the extent of retardation
is high in many schools where permlt teachers have been employed
in successive years. Heavy eanrollment also contributed toward
pupil retardation as snown in the case of Ravenswordh Schoole
In the Lady Hubble School where there is no retardation five
qualified and ’gh:r:ee permi‘b teachers were employed since 1940.
The Lens School has a high acceleration but the maj ority of
'hhcssé accelerated are enrolled in the first four grades. Table
¥VI shows:that the percentage of retardation in fifteen schools
where permit teachers are employed at present 1is 49.4%« Those
petarded two or more years consbitbube 25.6% of the 3756 enrolled
while 12% are-retarded three years or more.Table XVIL shows the

extent of retardation in 10 rwal schools at gresent served by
dualified teachers. Teacher tenure has been longer in most of

these schools than in the schools listed in Teble X¥L aand é,
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reater number of oualified te=
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these schools with a total enrollment of

SHOWING

ACCELE

RATTON=RETARDATTION

IN SWAN RIVER VALLEY FOR 1948-tLO AND QUAL

239, 20.
TABLE XVII
OF PUPTLS IN TEN
TFICA
OF TENURE OF PRESENT TEACHERS

chers have been emplowed.

RURAL

In

9% are retar

ded.

SCHOOLS

TIONS AND LENGTH

School gualification f Tenure of Enr@llmept Accel- {Normal |Retard-
of Present Present eration ation
Teacher Teacher No. % {No. % iNo., %
Fgremont Second 1 vr. 15 wwa - iklo3, 5| 11 6.5
Square -

Plains | First B 1 vr. o] Li LLh Lt pioo,2f 3133 4
Lavender First B 2 vrs, oL 2y 8.3 {13i5k,2y 9{37,5
Davidson Second 2 yrs. 1h 11 7.2 ] 9i6h.2! L 28,6
Little

Woody First B 3 vrs. 38 wmd weee 13610481 21 5,2
Croppertops Second 6 yrs. 13 71 53.8 | 4i30.8] 2i15.k%
Swan Valley Special Perm. 1 yr. 33 6 18,2 {17:51.5110 {30,3
Ruby Second 1 yr. 33 21 6.1 118i54,5:113139,L
Harlington | First B 2 vrs. 25 21 8.0 l11juk, 012 LR.0
71ld Rose First B 1 vr. 35 30 8.5 1 14ih40.0118151.5

Total 239 271 11,3 138157,8|74 130,90
TABLE XVIII
SHOWING ACCELERATION-RETARDATION OF 1995 PUDILS IN SWAN RIVER
VALLEY FOR THE YEAR 1948-71L49
Grading Number Percentage
Accelersted 361 18.1
Normal 870 b3, 7
Retarded 762 38.2
Total 1995 100%
Note: The total figure in Table XVIII revresents approximately
80% of the enrollment in the schools of Swan River Valleyv,
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Holding Power of the School

The -holding power of Benlito,Durban,Kenville and Minitonas
Highmséhaolg gas btraced over the ten year perlod,l936«!46. In
Septemb%r 194% fifteen students enrolled in Grade IX in ilinltonas
School. Three falled to take Grade X the following year and six
of those who did return withdrew from school before the end of
the year. Dwing the nine year period,l936-!44,102 vupils enrolled
in Grade IX in the linitonas School,52 reaching Grade- XI two
years laters ‘

During the ten year perlod the holding power from Grade IX
to Grade XI for four secondary schools in Swan River Valley was
as £ollows,-Benito,56.2% ; Dwban,50.0% ; Kenville,bb.l%; and
Minitonas,50.9%. Table XIX shows that th@'hel&ing power of the
four schools studied was 53 %eBenito and Kenville showed
slightly better holding power than did Durban and Minitonas
Schoolss However,only B «1% of the students who entered Grade IX

in Benlto High School reached Grade XII in the same schools

TABLE XIX

SHOYING THE HOLDING POVER OF FOUR SECOHNDARY SCHOOLS IN
SWAN RIVER VALLEY FOR THE YHEARS 1936-~1946

School Entereé Binished Gr.IX|Entered Gr.f Intered Gr.XI
Gre.IX . Noe % Noeo % Noe %
Benito 121 109 9008 80 661 € 56.2
Durban 8 73 9359 50 6441 39 500
Kenville =B 86 a7.76 69 7064 54 BH.1
Hinitonas 102 .96 04,12 8% 676 B2 5009
Total 399 364 91,23 263 67 .2 213 5361

Wo attempt was made to determine the reasons for the
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unsatisfactory holding power of the schools during the ten
year period but some effort was made to discover factors
existing at present that might contribute toward low holding
pPOTETr e |

At present out of 106 Grade IX pupils enrolled in
gix secondary schools in Swan River Valley,40 are retarded one
or more years. Iwenty-four of 86 Grade X students and 2B of 73
Grade XI students are retarded. The percenvage of retardation
ie greatest in Grade IX,being 37.7%. More than 33% of 265

secondary school studenis are retarded.
The School Programme

Minitonas ,SWan River and Bowsman High School students
were:restricted almost entirely to the Hatriculation Course.
Any variation from the Matriculaitloa Programme occurred when
studenﬁs entering Grade X or XI after having taken one or more
grades by Ceorrespondence lacked a seconé language. These studenis
were reatricted to the Normal Entrance Course and selected
Geography and Business Arithmetic. A langusge other than English
has not been offered in Durban High School and only receantly
has become a part of the Secondary School Programme of Keanville
School. During the years 1941 to 1945 a Commercial Course was
voffered in Benito High School under the direction of the principal,
AsJ .Morane. This was the only depariture from the usual secondary
school programne offered in the schools of Swan River Valley.
At present all secondary school students in Swan River Valley
teke the General Course.

During the ten year period,l936-'48,sixty-eight students
took Grade XI in Minitonas High School,two of whom enbereq
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hiversity. Twenty-six students proceeded to Grade XII or %0 a
partial course but did not enter University. Nine of the 26

entered Normal School and later obtained teaching positionse
Sehool Fairs and Clubs

Boys' and Girls' Clubs were organized in»Benita,Kenville
and Minitonas as early as 1915 and in Swan River and Bowsman in
the spring of 1916. The first fair and field day combined in
Swan River Valley'waé organized by D.S.Woods who was acting-
Inspector from March to August,1915. This fair was held ab
Minitonas but Bowsman,under the leadefsh;pvof the principal;
Bert Pearce,and rural schools gooperated. Fairs were held in a
number of schools in Swan River Valley in 1916 and each succeed-
ing year for several years; Sehool work,as well as the results of
the club work,was exnibited. In 1926 1nspeetcr Peach reported
concerning & falr held at Minitonas,-%The work exhibited gas ‘
of a high order and a credit to the pu?ils and teachers.®

The children and youang people took an active interest
in sporte. Minitonas had a Girls' Baseball Club whose members
helped to make the field déy of 1915 a success. A pleture in
the Annual Report of the Departument of Education for the year
ending J we 1915 shows these girls in actioun.

These and maeny other activities in which the young
people of several decades ago engaged were considered to be
important in school life even though they were exmscurricular.
They taught citizenship and helped to prepare boys and girls

to assume responsivilities in community and national life.

3 '
Repori of the Department of Bducation,for the year ending

J wae 30 1926,p6453§innieﬂgoxing’@ Printer for the Province of
Hanitoba.e
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Hinitonas Fleld Day

A study of the inspector's annual reports shows bthat
f;eld days were held at various places in the valley as Well'
as at other places ln the divisien year by year. In 1926 a
field day was held in Benito and took in several surrounding
school districts. In 1935 field days were held at Big Woody,
Bthelbert,Fork River,Gariand and The Pas,the latter named
places beiﬁg in the‘inspecteral diviaian‘bﬁt outside the valleye.
Inspector Peéég sumed up the value of.field days in the follow-
ing‘worda,n |
"Pield days mean'mnah extra work for the teachers but
the effort and time spent are well invested. Besides haviang
other merits,they bring pupils,teachers and parents a little
closer together,and thus foster the spirit of good will and
fellowshipe®4 ‘
The first Minitonas Municipal field day was held during
the Coronation Year,1937. For some years a field day had not
been held in Uinitonas and several citizens began to feel that
physlecal training of school children was being neglected. Feeling
that they should assume some responsibility,they called a mesting
aﬁd the Minitonas Field Day Organization was formed with James
| Se.Maltman as President and Gerdah Henderson,Secretary-treasurer.
Most of the schools within the municipality were fully represented
at the field day held that year. Mr.Malitman served as President
antil April 1942 and on his resignation was tendered a vote of
thanks for his faithful and wtiring service.

The Hinitonas Municipal Field Day is financed by the

4 . .
Report of the Department of Bducation for ihe year ending

J une 3031935,p.ﬁ?dﬁinnipeg;King’s Printer for the Province of
lanitoba. »
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schools taking part. A fee of $5.00 per voom is charged and
this money is used for prizes,éntertainment and for general
eXpenses.

The Field Day programme begins each year with a parade
led by the Czechoslovakian Baptist. Church brass band. The band
of First Baptist (German) Church has also taken part im the
paréde within recent yearse.

Bach year after the addresses and announcements of
prize winners for the banner and marching,the children were
‘formed into age groups and those in charge of the different
groups were responsible for the sports' evenitis. In the spring
of 1947,a departure was taken when a definite prograume of
exercises was arranged for each age group. A study of Appendix

H will indicate the scope of the field day.
High.School Student Councils

During recent years High School Student Councils have
been organized in every secondary school in Swan River Valley
and the students are taking an active part in extra-curricular
activities. The growth of the student council idea is especially
noted in Benito High School.

The minutes for Benito High School Council meetings are
available for the years following 1940. Those dated September 29,
1941 ,are quoted in part as follows,-

"We opened this meeting by appointing one day of the
- month on which.the Council will meet and discuss any

matter delivered to the gecretary. Lyle moved and Fred
geconded that we set the first Friday in every month
apart for our meetings.

"Lyle moved and Marion seconded that the secretary
be appointed to look after any funds or matiers brought
to the Counciloe
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“Bdna moved and Mary seconded it that at any time the
Council may be in doubt in any matter 1% should apply to
the teachere for advice."3

A study of the present council minutes reveals the
growth that has taken place during the past eight years not
only in the scope of the activities but also in the methed
of conducting meetings and taking minutes.

During the échcol year ,194%7-t 48 ;8tudent councile were
organizéd in Benito,Bowsman,Kenville,Minitonas ,Durban High
Schools and Swan River cellegiate Institutes Minitonas ,Kenvilie
and Swan River councils carried on an active sportst progrémme
and an Inter-High Track and Fleld lNeet was orgenized by the
Swan River Colleglate Student Council. In the field of journal-
ism a Year Book was prepared by Swan River students and Benilto
students used the High Scheocl printing press for the first time
to publish a school papere.

In 1946 the Benito High School Council adopted @& congtit-
utien which proved to be valuable to gucceeding councilse. A
copy of the Constitution is given in Appendix He. In September
1948 student councils were orgenized in each of the six secondary
schools in Swan River Valley. Executives and conveners of com-
mittees were elected by the students of Minlitonas ,Bowsman,Benito
end Swan River schools and executives only in the Kenvilie and
Durﬁan High Scheools. Constitutions have been adopted by the

¥initonas and Bowsman students as well as by the students of

Benito High Schoolo

Ten commitiees have been formed in Benito High Scheol and

each student
is a member of one of the cormitiees. Fach commitiee

3 .
Student Councii It

inute Book Benite Hiek Septemt
29,1941, sBenite High Schaels’ ptember,
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has a chairman,secretary and aboubt three other members. The
following committees were formed in September 19473»Librar§,
Literary,lluseun,Red Cross,School and Grounds,Soclal and Sperise.
baring the year two new committees were formed and proved te be
valuable. These Were the Laboratory and Press Committees. In
Septenber 1948 2 Music Caﬁmittee wae organ;zed thus meking a

total of ten committees,each with special functionse

Three committiees,Library,School and Grounds,and Laboratory,-

are entrusted with the care and maintenance of school propertye
The Iaboratory Commititee keeps the laboratory clean and tidy

and the supplies checked. Stands for florence flasks and & holder
for gless tubing were built,thus adding to the convenience and

value of the laboratorye
Nusic,Spoken Poetry, snd Drame Festlvals

Bach year & Music and Spoken Foetry Festival is held in
Swan River. Children of various classes compete individually
and in groups. Choral poetry,felk dancing and choir singing,
as well as vocal soles,are adjudicatedd

The-rural schools as yet do not take an active part in
the Swanm Valley Festival but the graded gchools ,Benito,Kenville,
Bowsmarn Union,linitones and Swan River ,-usually teke part in the
Pestivale The training received in voice cultwe and in facing

audliences is valuable to the studenis and compensates for the
time taken to prepare for the festival.

The Swan River Valley Dramas League 1s associated with
the Music Festivel. In the spring of 1948 it was decided Dby

the executive to hold an inter-cellegiate festival. This decision

&
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did not meet with support from many schools and Swan River
Collegiate is the only secondary school in the valley that
haé taken an active parte

Swan River Inter-High Track and Field leet

Sporis' activities are stressed by the Kenviiiesminit@nas
and Swan Rive? Student Councils. The students of the other high
- schools also engage in a pregrammé of organized sporits but not
to the degree follawed}by the foregoing schools. The culminatien
of the athletic activitles in Swan River Valley is the inter-
high school track and field meet. This meet is sponscred by
Swan River Cellegiate Studenis' Council and is held annually
on the Fair Grounds,Swan River,usvally on May 24.

On Hay 24,1948 ,about 200 students from Benito,Bowsman,
Kenville Minitones and Swan River Schools competed in the verious
eventse The Bthelbert Boys' Softball Team competed alse and defeated
- the Bowsman tesm in the final geme. The results ef the competition
among the schools were as follcwa,nﬁwaﬁ River,ﬁzipoints; Kenvilile,
89 points; Minitonas 58 points; Benito.,40 points; and Bewsman,

20 pointse. The Boyw Individuel Champlonship was won by HMeorley
Mthersen,Swan River ,with Mel Henderson,Minitonas,second. The
Girl' s Championship was won by Pat Barker ,Kenviliie,with Laura .
Carmichael ,a2lse of Kenville,rwmner-upe Swan River Waﬁ the shield
for the senlor relay races

Such an occesion as the Swan Valley Inter-High Track

and Fleld leet offers has educational end social value and there

is an opportunity te develop good sportsmanshiy and te form
friendshipse
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Discovering Talent

One valuvable feature in student @rganizatiens is the.
opportunity that may be provided to discover talent among the
memberse Student extra-cwwrrioculsr activivies often bring out
leadership qualities that may leng have remeined dormant. Hidden
talent may alse be discovered and exercised as a result of extra-
evrricular achtivitiese

Possibly the most unusuek and most fruitful discovery of
telent in Swan River Valley was that made by the Benito High
School students. In December,1947,2 young Ukrailnian Displaeed
Person arrived in Canade frem Germany and came to Benito Disirict.
¥ithin a month he had enrolled in Benito School although he did
not wnderstand any Englishe In due time the Deperiment of Edu~
ca‘éion aséessed the certificates he had trought with him frem
Furope end required him to paas Grade XI and XII English and
Crade XTI History in order to obtain Senior Matriculatlone Until
the end of June he studied elementery English and History,thus
securing @ foundation,but since September he has been studying
Grade XI Histery and Englimh with considerable success and can
speak English fluentlye

A few months after he had enrolled in Benite High School.
members of the Student Counecll discovered that he had musical
talent. He-was given an opportunity to siudy & sacred solo for
the Swan River Valley Music Festivale A short time after competing
ab the festival,he sppesred over an auatewr hour trosdcast by

Redio Station JGX and won second prize. Since September,1948,

he has swng alt numerous functions ineluding Teachers' Conventions
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at Swan River and Kamsacke He won firet prize at a second
amatevr and on December 11 at the Geand Finale held in Yerkfon
won & $60.00 priz& and was recognized as the amateur who had
#tade the greatest progress during the year and vho had the best
chanee'@f success in a musical career.

In October he began to sing each week over the Yorkton
broadcasting station. His broadcasts are prepared in Benito
Scheol and care is taken with the cholice of songs. On December
21 his guests were the Beniteo Girls' Sextette,who broadcast a
half hour programme of Chriétmas carols. Plans are now being made
for an Easter broadcast by the same group. So far as can be learned
Benito High School is the only secondary school in Swan River
Vailey’that has ventured into radio broadcastinge.

The alertness of the Benito High Scheol students bore
greater f?ﬁit than might have been expected. The students are
stiil hslping4the young displaced person fo £ind a way of life
in.a new country and in so doing they teoo are finding for then-

selves a way of life in the land of their birthe




CHARTER V
SCHOOL PROVISIONS AND COSTS

v
Valleye. The schoel systen la Swan Hiver Valley consists of
seven gr&del,on@ tﬁonroom and forty-nine ons-room schoolse
Three consolidated school districts are included among the

fifty-seven districts. The local school boards vary in member-

n‘.‘i‘

ship from three in most rural districts Lo seven in Benito.

One or two rural districts are in charge of officia 1 trustees.

¥

nh the loecal scheol boards for providing

3

Responslhility rests i

({’

adequate accomnodation for puonils,furnishing snd maintaining

A

school buildings,collecting fees from pupils,enploying and

N o

discharging teachers,and the general Tinancial administration

e
o

of the school disitrict. In addition,she boards of consolidated

]

is te are responsible for transporting children to and

o
&

ri

p‘v
ot
&

from schoole
The School Plant

A survey of ithe school bulldings shows Tthat tne
are seventy-seven classrooms avallable,of which sevent y-
Tive are in daily use as such. Swan River has the largest
building,eleven rooma being used as classroons as well as
two other émall buildings on the grounds. Swan River SeD.

and Benito and Durban Consolidated School Districts make
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uge of bassment rooms 48 Classrooms. Fi in.-_i

three pulldings,-the Four-room schoolhouse For

remodelliad garage for Grades I and Il. The latiesr buildings
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ars some distance from the four-roon school. Pu D in Bireh

River Village School District are housed in two buildings ab
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Bowsman Union is the only graded school in Swan Rivsr
wacommodation for
the school population.

penools are congeshed,most of the rooms housing

) "

pupiise Kenviile School,srectsed in 1207 ,and Iinitonas School,
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bullt twe years later,have becoms unsatisfachbory asg ¢
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houses.

fhers 1s considerable variation among rural schools,

gone being congesied and others having low enrolmsent. The two

med are shown in the enrolment of Ravengwordth School with

43 snd lountaln Crest with 8 puplls. Some schools are in need
of repalr or rebullding while others have heen remodellsd
completel y« Several rural schools have basensnts which are
used as playrooms in winter and for community functions.

Benito,Bowsman Unlon,Durban and Swan River Schools are

linitonas School is keot in builib-in closets and axparimnen
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and Durban Schools hav
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being equ

gupplements the heat from the furnace with

stoves in esch classroom. Kenville School and about 80% of

Swan River,Bowsman Union,Benito and Durban Schools

re egulppsd with =lectric lights in some rooms. Fluorescent

L

Hducation for thi

states that "windows should face in ordsr

Province of

gouth ,never north,and must be Tititad

More than.:19% of the classroom window
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Schools is on wne north

side and HOw southe Other schools,botin graded and 0Ne-I 00
rural ,nave considerable window space on the.north side.
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Playground Ares and Equimment

Table XX shows the total playground area,area per dupil

and total enrollment in four graded and twelve rural schoolse

TARLE XX
SHOWING PLAYGROUND AREA AND ENROLIMENT
Schoeol Ares: of Area per Envoliment
Playground Pupil.

Minitonas (a) 4 acres 1417 8g.fte 123
b} 4+ acre 237 8qefte 46
¢) large sports!

' ] ground ? B
Swan Rivexr 6 acres Bé8 sqgefte 460
Benite 8 acres 2234 8Qef%e 156
Durban 8 acres 2151 sg.fte i62
Duncanville | 3 acres 3532 sqefte 3%
Deer Path 2 acres 6233 s8gefte 14
Roaring Rivey 2 acres 2640 sqefte 33
Kemul.ch 2 acres ~ 4885 sqgefte 1¢
Lidstone 1l acre 1B O sqefte 22
Allanvale 4 aere 1922 sgefbe 17
Lens 3 acres 4B 4 sqgefte 32
Cropprertops § & acres 10053 sq.fte 13
Bgilson 2 agres 3960 s8q.fte 22
01d Forid . liacres 2420 8qefte - 29
Ravensworth { & acres 3039 sgefte 43
Brierley 2 acres 4585 sqefto 19
Minimun 100 gLt

It.will be seen from Table XX that the schools have

sufficient playground for present envollmentse
' Fquipment for sports in most schools consists of

footballs sefthballs and baits. Playground equipment consists
of swings and teeters. High school pupils have access to
skating rinks in the villeges.

Most teachers peporiec wuat they supervised piay activ-
ities dwing the syring and avtwn but dwing the winter months

there is very little supervision of the Playeground




Equipnent for Sclence Instruction

Benito,Durbten and Swan River schools are equilpped with
siitable apparétus for instruction in Physies and Chemistrye
Considerable care has been shown in the selection of useful
materialse A microscope 1s available in Benito Sehool for
instruetion in Bielogye -

Less then 25% of the rural schools have adequate equip-
ment for instructien in Grade VII and VIII Seience. There is

ne science equipment in several schools.
Equimment for Music Instruectien

Swan River and Benite schools have a plano,radio an&
phonographgsewéman Union School has a pnonograph and a radie;
Durban School has & planocjMinitenas School,s phonograph and
en orgenjand Kenviile School,an organe

Twenty percent of the rural schools are equipvped with
planos while most have either a phenograzh or an orgen or bothe
Several thonograyhs are uvnusable at presente

Few. teachers are suiziciently trained teo teaéh nusic and
1ittie use is made of either the piano or organ in wmusic instr g~
tion. The Annval Swan River Music Fesﬁival has provided some
incentive in the graded schools and an effort is made to prepare

pupiis for the Spring competitiense.
Recent Bullding Projects

During the years 1947 and '48 considerable buillding and
repairing projects were cerrled out by seme school beards in

Swan River Valley. The School Board of Big Woody district made




a munber of valuable lmprovements including laying a concrebe

floor in the barn and digging a seven fool well in the school

(]
3

& under the

Many proj ects we

direction of the teacher,ir.L.f.0races
During the year 1948 teachers' residences were built

in the Ruby and Benito 8chool Districts. The Benilo School

oo

Board made an unusual departure when a two-room beacherage

wa.s constructed for use by two elementary teacherse

Plang are veilng made to serect new schcols in Minitonas,
Kenville,8wan River,Birch River,and Mafeking and in a nunber of
rural school digtricts and to build an addition to Durban Schoole

Mme following extracts taken from fhe Star and Times,Swan River,

!_'e

for Januvary 21,1949 indicates some of the preliminary

issue
steps being taken,-

Oakhurst,-"At the snnual meeting it was decided to
call a genersl raiepayers' meebing,date to be setiled
by the %ruQﬁe@s,at which it will be decided 1f,vhere,
when,end how to build a new school and after contacting
other districis,what kind also."

ng g for bullding a new school were
cuss e and the secretary asked to obltain some defin
Cue

dis G
informati Cﬂ on the subje

Minitonas,="Consolidated School Ares
All interested in the formation of a Consolildated

8cheool Area comprising,-

fod
<

B
s H%
LIRS e BSOS

3
a8
21
Are ting to he held in
the “an Halm o) day of Fehruar y,at
8 pemefor the D the possibility of

g Consolidated
.

IR &
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The nature of the bullding programme in the foregoing named
school districts will doubtless be determined by the decisions
made regarding the proposed Consolidated School Area.

Plans are béing made to commence a building programme
at Kenville In the spring of 1949 and a fund of almost $3000
has been set aside for thatb purpbsee Although three classe
rooms are in operation in Mafeking,plans are being nroj ecied
b0 bulld a three-room school. If the pressent annual increase
in population in the distriet is maintained,such a school will
not be adequate within a few years.

In Durban plans are being projected to bulld a two-
room addition to the wpresent building. There is some desirve

on the part of many ratepaysrs of the dis

fd

r

[ od

¢t to provide
opportunity for students to take Grade XII in Durban School,
thus naking necessary an additional room in the High Schools

]

Refersnce has been made elsevhnere in th

]

oresent report to

s
LY

building plans being projscted in Bwan River.
Cost of Education in Swan River Valley

Poilowing closely upon the discussion of educational
provisions it is logical to proceed to a brief survey of the
cost of the services provideds No atiempbt has been made o
discover the cost of sducation in every school district in
Swan River Valley bub expenditures for the year ending Decembar
31,1943 ,0f the three consolidated school distriets and of
Kenville . Minitonas and Swan River School Districis have been
examineds. A comparison of salaries pald indicates somewhatb
4

the cost of services provided in the various scheol districts

. . o N - 1,
and,to some extent,the character of the servicess An attemot
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has been made to show differences in school district abilitve
Salaries Paid School Principals

Table XXI shows the salaries pald secondary school
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tudy of ?abl@ XXI

shows that during the ysars of economic depression the sala-

ries of the principals of Swan River,Durban and Kenville

Schools were less affected than were those at Benito,iini-

tonas and Bowsman Rivere. Of the six secondary schools the

lowest average salary was paid by Hinitonas School Disbtricte

The average salary paid at Benlto was higher than those of
several of the obther districts}but salaries decreased rapidly
during the depression years. During these years there was a
tendency 1o reduce salaries still lower,with changes of prin-
cipals,while during the rscovery yesrs the principal!s salary
increased subsitantially whenever there was a change of principals
The comparatively low principal's sslary paid at Minitonas and
the policy followed by Benito Consolidated School Boards undoulite
edly contribuited toward short periods of principal tenure. Con-
verseiy,the greater salary stability in DurbaniKenvilie and

Swan River Districts coantribubed toward long periods of

principal tenuree.
Salaries RPald Teachaers

The present salaries paild elementary teachers are
largely determined by teacher qualificatione. In accordance
Fith deparbn@nyaY regulation fourteen school distriots in

Swan River Valley sach pay $1000 salary while fourtesn
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districts employing permit teachers with Grade %II and eix
wesks of professional instruction vay $1100. Salaries paié
gualified rural teachers vary from $1400 %o @lé@@,moat being
$1B00. Balaries for graded school teachers average $1500. In
most schools Grade VII and VIII teachers are paid $50 more
than other elementary teachers. In Benite the primary teacher
receives as much as the Crade VII-VIII teacher.

During the year ending December 31,1948 ,the following
expenditures Were'made on teachers' salaries,-Swan River S.D.,
$20,500; Benito Consolidated S.D.,$10,034; Minitonas,{8549;
Durban Conselidated,$7653; Kenville SeD.,$4268; Alpine Conso-
lidated S.D.,$1942. During the year Swan River S.D. employed
13 teachers,Benito S.b,,G; Minitonas,b until June 30,6 in the
Fall; Durbvan,b;Kenville,3; and Alpine Consolidated S¢De,2
teachers. The following grants from the Provincilal Government
were received,- Swan River,$14,600; Benito S.D.,i8 ,400; Durban
S.D. ,$6740;linitonas S.D.,$56315; Kenville S.D.,$B89; and
Alvpine Consolidated SeDe,$2300e During the year Alpine Congo-
lidated School District received as a general grant @360
more than was pald the teachers. Until June 30 pernit teachers

were employeds.
Cost of Transportation

The cost of transportation of pupils for Benito,Durbvan
and Alvine Congelidated Scheool Distriets totalled $17,86D.
During 1948 transportatien cost Durban Conselidated School
District $8128; Benito,$6141l; and Alpine,$3596. The trans-

portation cosis were greater than the total iteachers! salaries
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in Durban and Alpine districise. Table XXII shows ime Prang-

portation,tultion,maintenance;and total cost per pupil en-

rolled in the consolidaited schools for 1949,

TABLE XXII
SHOYING THE COST PER PUPIL IN THE CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICTS

FOR 1948
I
School| Teszchers! Cost pesr] Transnor- Cost per|iain- Cost oer
Salaries 1§ Pupll tatlon Pupill tenance| Puplli
and Re-
palr
Alpine] $ 1942 $25 .90 53590 $47.93 | $1643 | $20.57
Benito, 10034 B82.71 6141 BB 3197 1998
Durban 7653 478 3 813 B0B2 4049 2530
School] New Bull- Cost ner; Other Cost per! Total Coat per
ding Puplli Txpense Pupil | Bxpen- : Pupil
diture
Alpine, ww-- === == = S TR0 | § 94.40
Benito; %1030 $6 044 $L7LO 31088 22112 13«19
Durban o s 2 et | G 200 10325 20030 125 «00Q

N L] .

Table XXII shows thal Durban School Distrlict pald in
traasportation costs more per puplil than did Alpine and Benito
districts. A study of school enrollment shows that a greater

pere ntage of pupils are transported to and from school in

A’

5

Durban and Alpine districlts than are transporied to and from
Benito Schicol. Durban and Alpline pay wmore per pupll for
pransportation than for tultion. This may be accounted for by

9

tne fact thatl there are more vandrivers employed than Leachers

o
o
o
feto
]
o
3
e
)
ot
i3
]
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Cost of Tuition

A.study of Table XXIII shows that Benito School Distriet
paid more per pupll for tuition than did Durban,Kenville,iini-
tonas and Swan River school districis. In schools wiaere anroll-

2

ment per teacher wa

0

heavy the cost per pupll tended to be Less

than in schools with smaller enrollments. This was ftrue of

Minitonas,Durban and Swen River districtse

TABLE XXIIX
TUITION COST PER PUPIL, FOR FIVHE GRADED SCHOOLS FOR THE YHAR 1943

School Teachars' Cost per Tobal Cost per
Salaries Pupil Cost Pupil
Benito $1.0,034 562671 $22,112 1 $138 .19
Durban 7,603 4783 20,030 125.00
Kenvilile 4,258 56477 10,151 | 135.34
Minitonas| 3,049 4275 17,114 85«57
gwan River 20,500 44 .58 30,063 65235

The tobtal cost per pupil for the filrst four named
school districts was increased considerably because of the

building and repair programme that was carried ones

-’

Sources 0f Revenuse

Provincial granits and taxes are the 9o maln sources
of revenue Tor education. Rural school districis are required
to vay a mill rate that would come TO 8 mills on the balanced
assessment. Since soue land within a municipality is not taxed,
the general levy is usually wmore than 6 mills. In Minitonas
Rural Municipality the general levy was 7 mills in 1943, The

reneral levy of incorporated villages in Swan River Valley is
g g
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6 mills. The provincial grant per school district 1s the
difference collected through the general levy and $1400
per classroom which is in operatiocn at least 200 school
days peryear and in charge of a teacher drawing a salary
of at least $1200. For high schools an additional $500 perA
secondary~classroam.is granted. Where teachers recelving
salaries under $1200 are employed,the difference between
the salary'received and $1200 is subtracted from $1400.
The grant is then calculated by subtracting the amount
raised through the general levy from the figure reached
after calcuvlations are made as described aboves.

Revenue derived from grants is somewhat higher in
congolidated districts in view of the tra snofuauicn faetore
In 1948 ,$103,168 was recelved by six schooi districis in
Swan Rivér Valley through taxes and granits for educational
purposese. Of this amount $43,503 was provided by grant and
$59,865,0r sligntly over 57%,Wa5 provided by taxatlon. Table
LXIV shows the sources of revsenue fsr the school districiss.

A study of Table XXIV shows that,exclusive of balance,
Benito and Mi nibmnas school districts recelved more revenue
from provincial grants,student Tees and 0 her sources than
from ﬁunicipal levies and Alpine almost as muche Durban and
Ken%ille districts veceived twice as much from municipsl
Levies as from granis or other sources.

| Table XXV contains statistical information for twenty-
one school diﬁtficts in the Munieipallty of Minitonas. The

conbrivution to the iHMunicipal Levy was calculated from the

o 3

%

tax rate and assessment. An atlbempt to calculate the pro-
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vineial grant was made bubt ¢iliculty arose frem the facth
that the teotal salaries pald permnit iteachers was not known
for every district. Some districts employed qgualified teachers
from January to June 1948 and permit teschers from Sepbember
$0 the end of the yeare. The figures listed for provincial
grants are approximaie and subject to errar for the reasens

given abovee

TABLE XXIV
SOTRCES OF REVENUE OF SIX SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR THE VHAR 1948
= ; :
School Balance! (CGrants ?rqmissarJ Revenus {Revenue from
District noves Dis< from other Sources
counted Pupils
Alpine f 6363 % B156076] fomccnn $ - $ Q.M
Benito €000.00] 1LBO0:00] wmucw- - 500.00
Durban e e e e €7408 2! mmocwa 8500 700
Kenville | wevowwwi BB mwwoee 17710 236494
Minitonas 033.04] 5315.60! 400000 541.12 304610
Swan River-wwscwce! 14600600 woacao- = e e =
§
School unici= | Total Revenue Excliusive Percent Grants
Distriel | pel Levy Revenue | of Balance and were of
‘ Franissory notes Revenue excle
discounted ' of Bale and
’ From-NeDigcs
Alpine [ 3550.00:§ 7353 |$H 671654 4649
Benito 10600.00! 29900 21800-,00 49.3
Durban 15000600 218 33 218 33,00 3066
Kenville 7462.(8 | 10763 1096500 26«8
Minitonas! B496.06! 16190 1166688 45 .6
Swan Riverl¥660.00: 32160 92160.00 45 .4

Table XXV shows that the school districts with the

)

4 " E! 5 o, ps 8 K
highest assessments sre liinitenas,Roaring River,Lidstone and

o e T 3 . ] a
Oakhurst while low assessment gchoel districts are Allanvale,

Hall,Brierley = rahemri . )
2 riey and Grahemville.lens SeDenot incluged among the

o, 3 o L RPN 5 & i .
districts listed is rartially in unorganized terviteryve The
4 ) o iad Bt Iy » N 2o

e I
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contribution of the vprovincial government varied from districth
te district;in several disitricts exceeding that raised through
the municlipal levy.

Sixty-eight resident landowners in Kenvilie were
assessed @771400 In addition 62 fsections were assessed
$178930,meking a total assessment of $250870. The general
1evy’for school purposes was 7 mills and the s@eci&l levy was
2% willse.Minitonas with a iarger assessment levied ai total
of 20 millse.

TABLE XXV
SCHOOL DISTRICT PAVWENTS TOWARD THE COST OF EDUCATION AND

HCBITS FROM PROVINCIAL GRANTS FOR TWENTY-ONE SCHOOL DIS-
TRICTS IN THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF MINITONAS FOR 194

3,

School No.of: Assess~ GeneraliSpecislSpeciali Total | Provs
District Teachement per: Levy Mill |Levy | Cont- | Grant
ers , SeDo Rate ribu-
miiis ¢ tien
Allanvale ? 1 $26610. H 186 | 1% |$ 451 B 637 1 § 924
Avonles 1191380 - BQO 7 { B0 1000 670
Brieriey 1 ;42700 299 1263 B2b 8 24 871
Cralgsford 1. 59207C 203 pe2) 1664 1856% 965
Croppertons 11 50%40 355 13 660 1015 1045
Duncanvillie : 1 /83500 B8 4 302 26% 861 626
Fisher's Sidingl 1 51290 369 | 19 95 1 1334 811
Fioradale 1184160 839 68 5%2 1161 143
Grahemviliie 1 ¢ 42290 296 1 42 3B 814
Hall 1! 8140 269 8 b 324 591 203
Kemulch 1:83880 B8 6 Qb 795 1&81 524
Lidstone 1104960 735 13 1364 2089 688
lMeKay 1] 48220 33 6 289 62Y 832
Northt e Creek: 1! BQT70C 3565 0 000 3565 o5
Cakhurst. 187130 610 6.0 566 1lvé 790
Raveunsworin 1] 78800 531 Vi 531l 1 1062 679
Roaring River! 1 ;1165b0 816 + 4B 524 | 1540 354
Sinclaiy 1 64640 452 o Q00 452 718
Swanford 1] 43450 304 ! 10 434 73 866
West Favelle | 1] WW20 551 1.4 110 651 669
Minltonss H:272510 198% ¢« 13 3634 . BHYL 5316




Differences

A study made some

1930 municipalities with

“

ured in dellars,pald the

=88 -

in PFinancial Abllity

years ago indlca

. that in 1929-

a low income and small effort,meas-

highest rates on income per census puplle

The marginel municipality of Rossburn made an effort 1.68

times that of the liniota Municipal Schoel District,while

the sub-marginal municipality of Chaifleld made an effort

24 times-as great as Swan River Municipality and Town.

Table XXVIindicates the effort

urban municipalities to

3

TABLE XXVI

per census made by rural and

support public schools in 1929-1930.

EFFORT PER CENSUS PUPIL MADE BY RURAL AND URBAN MUNICIPALITIES
TO SUPPORT PUBLIC SCHOQLS,1929-1930

Municivpality

{ |
Local HffortTax Rate on $100 of
per Census

Total Cash Farm

Tax Rates on

$100 of Curr-

Pupil and Current Vill4ent Income per
age Income per CensugCensug Pupll
Pupil
Strathcona 548 75 Be24 4046
Dufferin and
Carman Town 63:45 3476 4685
Thompson 64,36 3643 480
Minieta Municirpal
Scheool District, 89.09 4.06 569
Dauphin({rural ) 42639 4.29 602
Chatfleld 2006 11.8 .
Rosgburn 36 « 36 681 888
Ethelbert 2181 8 .69 ————
Swan River and
Town 5652 4o4% 6el3
Winniveg 6786 m—ao 2+68
St eJ ames 4246 - 3:56
Transcons 32076 = o 36D
Pauphin{town) 55«8 6 - 5.26

‘7

Woods ;D. S.,Financing the Schools of Rural Maniteba,

PelBPe Chiﬂaga The University of Chicage Librarlesel9o3b.




=8 Q=

There is some difference in the ability of schoél
districts within Swan River Valley to pay educatlion costs,
In the eastern part of Minitonas Municipality and in some
unorganized areas the land 1s not so productive ag in other
parts of the valiley. Congiderable marsh land exists in these
parts thus lessening the productive capaclty of the area.
School districis here are not a% able to pay sducational
c@sts~a3-ar% distriots in more favorable areas. At present

permit teachers are employed in wmost of these districts and

the cost of tuiftion is thus substantially reduced often to the

~do

fo2

etriment of the pupils.

o

TABLE XXVII

THE RANKING OF TWENTY SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN MINITONAS MUNICI-
PALITY ACCORDING TO ASSESSMENT,DISTRICT CONTRIBUTION TOWARD
COSTS ,AND PROVINCIAL GRANT

[ .

School Rank accor- [Rank accordiag{Rank according
Disvrict ding to’ to District to Provinecial
Asgesamentd Contribution Grant Recelts

Roaring River 1 {(largest) 4 1 (least)
Lidstone 2 1 (greatest 5
Oakhurst 3 6 16
Floradale 4 7 9
Kemulch 5 3 2
Duncanvilie 6 11 3
VWest Pavelle, Y 14 4
Ravenswortn | 8 8 7
Avonles Q 16 6
Sinclair 16 13 8
Craigsford i1l 2 83
Pisner' s

Siding 12 5 11
Northl 8

Creek 13 19 19
Croppertops |14 9 20
lcKay 15 16 13
swantTord 16 13 14
Brieriey 17 2 15
Grahamville 18 20 12
Hall 19 15 16
Allanvale 20 17 17
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In-vie@ of the wealth of the area,good crops,and
goverrment assistance much of the Swan River area has not
been providing according to local ability. In rural school
districts the special mill rate varied from Q0 to 2B nmills.
in the Rural Municipality of iMinitonas. Throughoui the
Valley many schools are in need of repair and several of
rebuildinge With greater effort on the part of ratepaysrs,
improvenent could be made and a step forward in the edu-

cational development of Swan River Valley takene.



CHAPTER VI
THE POSITION OF THE TEACHER

Introduction

Amoﬁg important questions fundamental to the
progress of educatlion is that which concerns the position
of the teacher. If her position in society 1s To be clearly
understocd, an attenmpt must be made to discover the answers

L . SRR .~ e T L
O 8 nUmeer oL pervinent gu

[ 0]
)

tions. These questions include
teacher preparation, security of tenure and the effect of
finanéial provisions on the teaching personnel.

"The administrative, financial, supervisory

and most other services of the school system re-
volve around the activities of the teacher and of
the children In his charge. Expenditures for
salaries of professional workers in a typical

school system are much larger than 211 other school
expenditures combined. Even slight improvements in
personnel policies of teachers in a given system
may increase materialliy the returned from school ex-
penditurestl ’

Possibly the most important factor which influences
the effectiveness of the teaching situation is the person-
ality of the teacher. The teacher serves as an example to
her pupils and molds child character and personality to é
greater extent than she may realize. Her activities within
and without the classroom are subjected to close scrutinye.
Small children especially are influenced by their teacher's

mannerisms and personality.

1
Survey Report of the Cincinnati Schools, p.202.
Cincinnati, Ohio: Bureau of Government Researchy 1935,

=00~
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The present chapter comprises a survey of the
teaching staff in the schools of Swan River Valleya Data
were obtained by meansvof a questionnaire addressed to all
teachers. The response was very satisfacfery as niﬁety
percent of the teachers'replied. Names are omitted from
the tables and discussions which follow. All information
refers to the teaching staff as constituted at December 3lst,'
1948. PFour teachers were replaced at the beginning of
January, 1949, and one more classroom has been opened at
Swan River. A

The teaching personnel of Swan River and Minitonas
Rural Municipalities were studied separately and a comp-
arison made of the two staffs from the standpoint of prep-
aration, oualification and tenure. The personnel of the
incorporated Town of Swan River and the villages of Benito
and Bowsman, as well as of the unorganized territory, was
considered separately from that of the two rural municipal-

ities.
Racial Origin, Marital Status, Age and Sex of Teachers

Racizal origin, marital status, age, sex, training
and gualifications of the teachers of Minitonas and Sﬁan
River Rural Municipalities, of the Town of Swan River and
the incorporated village of Benito and of the unorganized
territory to the north are shown in Tables XXVIII, XXIX,
XXX and XXXI.

Twenty-eight teachers comprise the teaching staff

within the municipality of Minitonas. Of these six are
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employed by Minitonas School Board and twenty-two serve
in one-room rural schools. Forty-six percent are of
British racial origin and the remaining 54% of Ukrainian,
Polish, German and Scandinavian origin. Nineteen of twenty-
nine teachers within Swan River Rural Municipality are
British. Only six of twenty-five teachers of Swan River,
Benito and Bowsman Union Schools are non-Anglo-Saxon. Of
the eleven teachers in the unorganized territory, four are
British. Of ninety-three teachers within Swan River Valley,
59.2% are of British racial originj; 18.2%, Slavic; 9.7%,
Germanj 9.7%, Scandinavienj and 3.2%, other racial origin.

The average age of teachers in Minitonas Municipal-
ity is 21 years. More than 644 are under 20 years old.
The average age of teachers elsewhere in Swan River Valley
is 31 years; 15.4% being less than 20 years.

Twenty-six percent of the teachers in Swan River
Valley are male. Forty-six percenﬁ of male teachers and
80% of female teachers are single. Most of the married
female teachers are employed in Swan River Municipality

and the unorganized territory.
Academic Preparation of Teachers

The academic preparation of all but one of the
teachers of Minitonas Municipality was acquired in ianitobao
Several teachers in Swan River Municipality received their
elementary and part or all of their secondary education in
Saskatchewan or in Ontario. One teacher attended school in

North Dakotah and one in Australia., The academic prep-
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aration of 40% of the teachers of Swan River Valley was
acquired within the valley. Seventy-three percent of these
are employed in the school districts of Minitonas Municipal=
ity. Many are permit teachers who attended secondary schools
located in Swan River Valley.

No attempt is made to summarize the academic prep-
aration of the ninety-three teachers who serve in the schools
of Swan River Valley. A summary of academic preparation of
secondary school teachers is given in Table XXXIII, Twelve
teachers give instruction in six secondary schools within
the valley. Three of the six principals have a university
degree. Seven of the twelve teachers, including the prin-
cipals, each hold a university degree. Besides the secondary
school teachers only one teacher at present employed in Swan
River Valley holds a university degree. Junior Matriculation
is the highest academic standing of over 40% of the teachers.
Twenty-five percent of the qualified attained no higher
academic standing than Junior Matriculation.

Eleven of the twelve secondary school teachers ans-
wered the questionnaire that was forwarded to them. Table
XXXII1 shows that nine of the eleven received their high

school training in Manitoba, six attending Winnipeg schools,
Professional Preparation of Teachers

Teaching efficiency depends to a large extent upon
professional preparation before and after beginning to teach.
For sixty-eight percent of the teachers in Minitonas Munic-

ipality the only professional preparation has been the six
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weeks! short course taken at the Provincial Normal School.,

Six teachers possess interim or permanent first class cert-

ificates; two hold second class certificates; and one, an

Interim Collegiate certificate and a Diploma of the Faculty

of Educationy; University of Manitoba.

their professional training in Manitoba.

All but one received

Teacher qualifications for the twenty-nine teachers

of Swan River Rural Municipality are as follows:

143 second class, 73 permit, 8.

first class,

Of the twenty-five teachers

employed by Benito, Bowsman and Swan River School Districts,

6 hold Collegiate certificates; 14, first class and 5, second

class certificates.

Three of the eleven teachers in unorgan-

ized territoiy hold first class; four, second class certif-

icates and four permits.

TABLE XXXIII

SHOWING ACADEMIC PREPARATION OF SECONDARY
SCHOOL . TEACHERS OF SWAN RIVER VALLEY

I
Teacher

School Grades Diplomaj University Major Degree
Attended or Collegg Years
A St. John's X=XII S.M. {Manitoba Physics 3*308@0
B Selkirk IX-X1 J.M. {United English 4 |B.A.
C St. Mary's IX-XIT S.M. {St. Mary's ? 3|B.A.
D Tweed (Ont.)l X=-XII S.M. (Manitoba History 3iB.A.
E Jon Bjarnason IX=XII SMe |mermccrmam | =mm=—mes o aeaa
F Moose Jaw X=X1I1 S M. |memccc—ca= - | mmemem= - jmee=
G Lundar IX-XI
Jon Bjarnasoh XII S.M. |United ? 4 iB.A.
H St. Mary's IX=XII S.M. iSt. Mary's Psychology‘ B.A.
I Minnedosa IX-XI1I SH, |=cmcecmce= | mmmm——— SR
J Central XI-XI1 SM, |momcccccns | cocmeaa el el
K Benito XI
Swan River XIT1 S,  ==mceocoome | ccmanc= = o=
1 ? ? ? ? French ? 1B.A,
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Table XXXIV shows the qualifications of the ninety-
.three teachers concerned in the present study and table
XXXV compares the qualifications of one-room rural school

teacliers with those of graded schools.

TABLE XXXIV
SHOWING QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS IN SWAN RIVER VALLEY

Certificate| Rural Municipalities Towns {Unorganized Valley
or ‘ Benitoe ]
Diploma Swan River{ Minitonas Bowsman
Swan River

No, % No, % No. % INo. % §No., %
Cellegiatei 00 00,0 1 3.6 6 24,0 | 0 00.0 7 76
First Class 1% 48,3 6 21,k 14 56,0 | 3 27,21 37 39,8
Second Class 7 2k4.1 2 702 5 20.0 | 4 36,4118 19.k
Permit 8 27.6 ;% 67.8 0 00.0 {4 36.41 31 33,
Total 29 100% ) 1009, 25 T100% {11 100% | 93 fgﬁé

TABLE XXXV

SHOWING A COMPARISON OF GRADED TEACHERS! QUALIFICATIONS WITH
THOSE OF ONE ROOM RURAL SCHOOL TEACHERS IN SWAN RIVER VALLEY

Certificate | - Graded I One Room Rural
or No. % No. %
Diploma
Collegiate 7 1663 0 00.0
First Class 2L 55,8 13 26,0
Second Class 10 23,2 8 16.0
Permit 2 L, 2 8.0
Total 3 T00% 0 %66%

Table XXXV shows thét 72.1% of the graded school
teachers possess first class or collegiate certificates,
while only 26% of the rural school teachers possess first
class certificates. Teachers holding first class or coll-
egiate certificates comprise 47.3% of the Swan River Valley

staff.
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Professional Growth of Teschers

In Swan River Valley where one-third of the teachers
hold permits and where ten qgualified teachers completed their
Normal training in the spring of 1948 ,there is little evidence

that many of the rural school teachers have endeavoured 4o

*

improve themselves professiona

\-—.!

1ly through extension or summer

L4

school courses. Ver y few onsg-rocm rural schcol teachers in
Swan River Valley have attended summer school and most of
these are marrled women teaching in schools near their home.
In the graded schools,less than half the teachers have taken

summer covrses to improve their standing.

2

The greatest evidence of the desire to improve

professional standing as well as simply to make o certificate:

Permanent is found among the secondary school teachers. The

-~

extent to which eléven Swan River Valley high school teachers

have endeavoured to improve themselves Through summer courses

'Y

is shown in Table XXXVIe

Only one teacher has written articles on education
v

It

for nuolic ione The assistant principal of Benito (onsolidated
School,lireG.B.A.Isfeld,wrote the following articles; Composition

X3

Standarde®,"Revision of Curriculun or Hethod®¥,¥Certif

() ¢3

(=5

at

e

ic
by Merit¥. The Tirst two articles were published in lanitobe

- 3

Scihroel Journal and the third in The Ianito Teagher. Cne
rural school teacher contributed a Chvistmas play to liodern
Instructore

Fiftesn of the ninety-three teachers have attended

the Manitova Educatlon Association Convenbticn. Besides
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these seven permit teachers reported that they had att-

ended this convention.

Further investigation revealed

that the seven teachers had confused the Manitoba Education

Assoclation Convention with the annual Fzll Convention

which all teachers are required to attend.

TABLE XXXVI

SHOWING PROFESSIONAL GROWTH OF SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS

3= == e
Teacher Courses Extension or Year piploma
Summer School received
A 1Six Elementary School iS.S., Ext. 1935,1937 First Perman-
Professional Courses ent
Two Education Courses {S.8. 1947 Collegiate
B o i m m e  cm  m o mom  r seme o ommm e o———- o2 om0 v m o e e e s
C tommmmemmemomomoomamnme  fo o o oo e e o o 2 o
D |Elementary School Pro- {S.S. 1935-40  ISecond Perm.,
fessional Courses IB
Arts Courses S.S. 1937 First A
Education Courses 8.9, 1945-47  B.E4.
Education Courses S.S. 194748
E (Elementary School Pro-
fessional Courses S.S. 1937 First B
English II Correspond. 1942-43 [First A
Shop Work S.S. 1946
Economics IT Correspond., 1947-48
F Maths., Hist., Enge.
Philosophy, French S.S. ? Superior{Sask.)
G B 0 0 0 S I T . U e 2 5D D 9 T OB T 4y w40 R o e 20 e £33 e oo e w2 o oy o 52 1o ot o2 = et o0 25 R s e e e o €0 0 :
H |Maths,II, French II S.S. ? First A
Professional Courses S.5., Ext, ?
Education Courses S.S. 1946,1948
I ccemeccmccmcc e mmm e e o oo oo —— et €0 e o 2 1 2 e o e
J mecmccmcscmncnscesemon  fmememememe ] e e o o o o s m e
K |Elementary School Pro-
fessional Courses S.S. 1940=k2  [First B
English II S.S. 1942 First A
L ? ? ? ?
Note:

Teachers By, C, and G received Diplomas in Education
after attending Faculty of Education, University of
Manitoba, during winter sessions.
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Very few teachers have had training in the tech-
nigue of educational and intelligence testing. Four prin=-
cipalé of secondary schools have taken courses in testing
methods and three are using educational tests at present.
Three other teachers have taken some testing at the Faculty
of Education, University of Manitoba. Several reported that
they had received partial fraining in teéting at Normal
School. Six permit teachers thought that they were trained.
The questionnaire replies would seem to indicate that most
teachers misunderstood the meaning of educational and intell=
igence testing.

Nine teachers reported that they are doing some
experimental work at present. Much of this work, however,
may be classed as project rather than experimental work.

No teacher has carried on experimentsl work with controlled
groups.,

About twenty-five percent of the teachers reported
musical ability. One rurzl teacher has one examination to
write in order to obtain a diploma. Six teachers have sone
vocational trainingj; one having considerable ability in
taxidermy, wood turning, bench work and oil painting. Two
teachers reported special physical education traininé; two
have taken homemaking courses and three, courses-in public

speaking. None are gualified to teach typing or shorthand.
Teacher Tenure in Swan River Valley

The tenure of teachers in Swan River Valley was

found to be short, especially in the Rural Municipality of
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Minitonas where only four of the present staff have taught
in the same school prior to September, 1948. The tenure
of one rural teacher has been six years. Two teachers have
served Minitonas School District for three years or more.

In Swan River Rural Municinslity eight teachers
continue tb serve in the éame schools they served during
1947-L8. One of them has been principal of Durban Consolid-
ated School for 31 years. In the unorganized territory
one teacher has taught in Birch River Village School for
25 years and one in a rural school for 26 years. Such
long periods of tenure are exceptions in Swan River Valley.

More than 66% of Swan River Valley teachers are
serving in their present schools for the first year., Sixty-
eight percent of teaéhers whose tenure has been more than
one year are employed in graded schéolse

The period of tenure of‘the seven graded schools
within the valley is shown in Table XXXVII. Twenty-two
out of forty-three teachers are emploved in their present
school districts for the first year. Fourteen teachefs9
including four principals have served their present districts
for more than two years.

Except in Durban, Kenville and Birch River there-
has been a constant change of principals feor the past five
years at least. Kenville School Board retained their‘prinm
cipal for eighteen years until June, 1947. After this
lengthy period of tenure the principal resigned and was
succeeded by four principals; three of them within one

school year.




«104=
TABLE XXXVII

SHOWING TENURE OF PRESENT STAFF OF GRADED SCHOOLS IN
SWAN RIVER VALLEY

e === b wr______—-
Swan owsman Benito Minitonas Durbant Kenvillei Birch
River Union : River
NoeYrs—Nggg § ) 5 1 “Ym 5 ] QYQ ) ; ) § ) ; =EY GT“ ] Y ) T
Service teach-
ers
1 8 1 2 1 1 1 L 1 3 1 2 1 2
2 2 2 1 2 L 2 - 2 - 2 = 2 -
3 1 3 1 3 - 3 1 3 1 3 = 3 =
L - L L - L 1 Lo L - L 1
5 - 5 = 5 - 5 - 5 = 5 1 5 =
6 1 6 = 6 - 6 - 6 = 6 - 6 -
7 =17 11 7 -1 7 = 7 =1 7 - 17 -
9 - 9 = 9 1 9 - 9 -1 9 - 9 =
12 - 12 1 12 - 12 = 12 - 12 - 12 =
ok 1 i2% -] 24 -1 24 - o2k -] 24 = 124k o
%% - %g - 2% = 25 - 25 - 25 - 22 1
13 3 % 3 5 3 T

Tenure for secondary school principals has differed
considerably from school to school throughout Swan River Valley.
In Bénito and Minitonas the average period of tenure has been
low, being less than three years in Benito and less than four
years in Minitonas. in Swan River and Kenville the late Mr.
J. S. Duncan and Mr. &. E. Scrase served twenty and eighteen
years respectively. The average tenure has been short
since, being two years in Swan River and four months in
Kenville. Four principals have been employed in each
school since the engagements of M&srs. Duncan and Scrase
were terminated. |

Short tenure has been the practice in most rural
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schools. One school opened in 1931 has had sixteen teachers,
nine of them peréitn Several schools have been in operation
ince 1940 without a qualified teacher. - Many of the permit
teachers who staffed these schools had taken Grade XI but
had failed three or more subjects. Teacher tenure in thirteen

rural schools is shown in Table XX¥VIII.

TABLE XXXVIII

SHOWING TEACHZR TENURE IN THIRTEEN ONE..ROOM RURAL SCHOOLS
IN SWAN RIVER VALLEY

School Ko. of Teachers ; No. of Location of
since 1940 Permit Teachers | School District

McKay 9 8 %initonas Munic.
Allanvale 10 9 initonas Munic.
Bell River 3 8 Unorganized

Drury 1 0 mhorganlzed

014 Fort 10 g iUnorganized

Lens 8 7 Minitonas Munic,
- Lady Hubble 8 3 Bwan River Munic,
- Thunderhill 6 2 lSwan River Munici
Ravensworth- 7 2 Minitonss Munic.
¥eKinley 10 6 Unorganized

Hall 8 6 Minitonas Munic,
Brierley 10 6 Minitonas Munice
Big Woody 9 3 quan River Munice

Exact informatién was not available for all the one-
room rural schools of Swan River Valley but a study of the
foregoling table gives some indication of what has taken placev
in our rural areas since 1940,

Ne attempt to determine the causes of low tenure in
many rural schoolsz and some graded schools has been made but a
study of financial provisions; working conditions and community

life would seem to provide factors which largely determine the

issues., The fact that Swan River Valley is so far‘from the
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larger centres of Manitoba has been blamed locally for'
the difficulty of schools within the Valley to secure

~and hold gqualified teachers,




CHAPTER VII
EDUCATIONAL LEADERS

The part played by the educational leaders of
Swan River Valley in the development of education, in
organizing the school system, and iﬁ providing educational
facilities has been considerable. Many of these leaders
played their role during the early years of the twentieth
century while others offered leadership for a quarter of
a century or more. Since the first school district in
Swan River Valley was organized, five school inspectors
and one acting school inspector have provided educational
leadership for varying periods of time. Three secondary
school principals served in the valley for a total of
almost seventy years and a number of elementary teachers
had long periods of tenure. All contributed i» the devel-
opment of education in Swan River Valley. Many teachers
and principals who served in Swan River Valley for a time
have since contributed important educational leadership
elsewhere in the Province of Manitoba. Several principals
became inspectors of schools or joined university staffs.
Others became principals of schools in large towns or
cities,

The educational leadership provided in Swan River
Valley has not been confined wholly %o inspectors of schools
and to members of the teaching staff. Men of vision have
served on school boards and on municipal councils and have
had the welfare of pupils and teachers at heart. Their
influence has been consiliderable and.they have made their

=107
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contribution toward the development of education in Swan

River Valley.
The First School Inspectors

The first inspector of schools to visit the newly
organized school districts of Swan River Valley was In-
spector T. M. Macuire of ?ortage la Prairie. Inspector
Maguire performed the opening ceremony of West Favel SeDoes
the first school district to be orgaﬁized in Swan Valley.

The first inspectoral report to the Department of
Education of work done in Swan River Valley was Inspector
Maguire's report for the year ending December 31st, 1900,
In ﬁhis report the inspector referred to the difficulty
experienced in organizing school districts as well as to
the work that had been accomplished. His report is quoted
in part as follows:

"Away to the north of the Dauphin District,
about 100 miles, is the Swan River Valley, into which
settlers have been pouring ever since the advent
of the railroad, about two years ago. This dis-
trict, with it's numerous streams and belts of
timber and much hilly and broken country, is much
more difficult to divide up into school districts
than the level open prairie of the south and central
parts of the province. I found it necessary during
July to go up to Swan River to hold Courts of Re-
vision and incidently to look into the organization
of several school districts that had been petitioned
for. I found the work of organization exceedingly
difficult owing to conflicting interests resulting
from the nature of the country. The settlers are an
intelligent, progressive class of people and exceed-
ingl y anxious to get schools in operation. There
were two schools open at the time of my visit. I
was only able to reach one of them, Square Plane,
about nine miles south-west of the town. The Square
Plane school is a neat frame building, a tribute
to the intelligence and enterprise of the settlers.
I was not able to get to the Swan Valley school,
about five miles north-west of the town. The town
school is a well built, two-story building, with
two rooms, both of which are now occupied.
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At Minitonas, a village on the line of

railway east of Swan River, there is a great
need of a school, while the countryv south

and north is all well settled. From Minitecnas
south there appear to be no settlements re-
guiring schools until Ethelbert is reached."1

During the first school year in the Valley, the
area was part of the North Central Inspectoral Division.
The following year, 1901, Swan River Valley became part
of the North-Western Inspectoral Division and Inspector
A. W, Hooper with headguarts in Dauphin took over the
duties of Inspector Maquire in the Valley. During the
vear ending December 31st, 1901, ten school districts
in the Swan.Valley were organized and about ten school
houses erected,

Inspector Hooper, in his first inspectoral report
of the area, noted the difficulty experienced in securing
cualified teachers. The following quotation is taken
from Inspector Hooper's report:

"Great difficulty has been experienced during

the vear in securing cualified teachers. This
has been particularly felt in the cases of new
districts and summer schools. I have no doubt
that in outlyving districts such as the Swan River

Valley this state of affairs will continue until
a sufficient number of local students attain the
necessary ‘standing to fill the positions. At
present there are twelve students doing certificate
work in Swan River School and no doubt with the
advent of these and a local normal school, there
will be an improvement in this particular,"2

In each of Inspector Hooper'!s subsequent reports

the lack of gualified teachers in Swan River Valley is

1

Report of the Department of Education for the Year
ending December 23Ust, 1900, p.,31. Winnipeg: King's Printer
for the Province of Manitoba,

2

Report of the Department of Education for the Year
ending December 31st, 1901, p.4l. Winnipeg: King's Printer
for the Province of Manitoba.
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especially noted. The supply of teachers was inadequate
to the needs and teacher tenure was short. Many teachers
possessing 1nter1m certificates showed a strong inclination

to drift onward tn the North-~West Terrltorles,3
Inspector E. H. Walker

Inspector E. H., Walker was appointed to succeed
Inspector Hooper in 1905, During the eight years he served
the North-Western Inspectoral Division, many school districts
were organized and school houses erected. School grounds |
were improved and the Council of the Rural Municipality of
Minitonas granted liberal prizes for the districts making the
greatest progress in generzl improvements. Ravensworth School
District received first prize, Minitonas second and Oakhurst
third prize.

In 1911, North-Western Inspectoral Division became
Inspectoral Division Number 1. In the same year, a Teacher's
Assgciation was formed in Swan River Valley.

The movement toward consolidation of school districts
which began in 1912 found Inspector Walker a staunch leader
‘and supporter. Out of this movement, eight school districts

were organized into two consolidated school districts in 1913.

Inspector J. S. Peach
No onevmade himself a part of Swan River Valley fto a
greater extent than Inspector J. S. Peach, who served the
area for thirty-four years until his retirement in 1947,

Hr, Peach taught in Addington, Centre and Good Hope rural

3. T
Report of the Depariment of Fducation for the year ending .
December 31st, 1904, p.39, Winnipegs King's Printer for the

Province of Manitobha.
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schools and in Cypress Riwver High School before going to
Swan River as principal in 1907 where he remained in this
position until he was approinted Inspector of Schools in
August, 1913,

For many years Inspector Peach had the most extended
division in Manitoba, cov:ring as it did the area between the
Duck lMountains and Leke Winnipegosis, the'Swan River Valley,
the Birch River country, The Pas, Flin Flon, and the schools
aléng the Hudson's Bay railway. Later his field was made
smaller in area as population increased and more school dis-
tricts were org=nized. For some years prior to his retire-
ment, his field extended from Winnipegosis to Barrows on the
Manitoba-Saskatchewan border,

The writer of the cdumn "Who's Who in the Department®
indicéted the respect felt for Inspector Peach and his work
by the officials of the Department of Education. "Through |
all the busy years, Mr. Peach has been conscientious in the
performance of his work and faithful in his obligations to the
schools on the one hand and to the Department on the othére
His attitude toward teachers is one of sympathetic understanding
and helpfulness.”

In June, 191#79 Inspecto? Peach made his last wvisit
to schools in Swan River Valley. Many tokens of appreciation
were shown him by the teachers, pupils and school boards. In

August, 1947, he wrote a farewell message for the "Benito High

L
The Manitoba School Journal, Vol. V. No. %, December,
19425 po ke
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School Review". The following quotation is taken from the
Benito High School Paper.

"My farewell advice would be to get all you
can out of your school year; enter into all the
various activities, =intellectual, physical and
social,« of your school with interest and =zeal;
also be sure to give your teachers all the poss-
ible assistance.

I trust you will give my successor, Insnector
W. C. Rhind, the same co-operation and good w111
you gave me.

I sincerely w1sh every girl and boy, as well
as their teachers, a very successful year in the
many school activities, as well as all good wishes

and success and the best of health in the year to
be."5

Mr. R. G. Taylor

Mr. R. G. Taylor was the first principal of
the two-rooms school that was erected in Swan River
about 1901. He served as principal of this school until
1905 when he accepted the principalship of Minitonas School,

While at Minitonas, Mr. Taylor suggested that the
council of the Rural Municipality of Minitonas grant prizes
for districts making the greatest progress in general im-
provements, the competition to extend over a period of
three years. Considerable interest was aroused and the
ma jority of the schools entered the competition. Ravens-
worth secured first prize and Minitonas second,.

In 1906, Mr. Taylor established a business in Swan
River where he continues to operate as realtor. During the
years he has taken an active interest in the schools of

Swan River Valley and in educational projects. Within recent

5
Benito High School Review, 1947-U48 issue.
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parads and the school banners on seversl occasionse
re De 8¢ Woods

Ds 8o Woods succeeded R. G. Taylor as orincinazl of

Hinitonas S8chool in 1906. During the three vesrs D. S. Foods
remgined in Minitonsas,he saw the school provisions expanded

from a one-room L0 2 Four-room schoole In 1909 he becane

principal of the

the flrst new Tour-roon a8chool.
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iirsWoods took an active part in conmmunity alfairs

.

and wasg secretary-{treasurer of the linitonss Thistles,a
footpall club that became fawmous throughout the province.

15 ,lir«Woods returned to Swan River Valley

who was assisted by principals and teachers in Hinltenas
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school was erected.

The late Mr. Duncan took a keen interest in the
welfare of his pupils and regarded them as his pupils even
after they were grown up and had established homes of their
own. A teacher who had served on his staff for several
years wrote that he was "outstanding for his sympathetic
understanding  boys and girls."

In 1936 the school trustees urged Mr. Duncan to
take a six months vacation with half pay. He refused to
leave his work, however, and carried on until a few weeks
before his death in 1938.

A bronze plague was secured by his former pupils
and placed in the hallway of the school. The following
is the Inscription on the placue:s

Sacred to the memory of our
"Beloved Teacher"
John S. Duncan
who served as principal in the
Swan River Public and High School
1917-1938
"A life well spent' -= "A work well done'

This token of esteem has been erected
by his grateful pupils and many friends

Mr. W. J. Rodgers

Mr. W. J. Rodgers holds the record of having the
longest period of teacher tenure in Swan River Valley and
one of the longest in the Province of Manitcba. Mr. Rodgers
attended Central Collegiate, Winnipeg, and later attended
Dauphin and Winnipeg Norm2l Schools. He taught in Silver-
wood and Sunny Slope Schools near Deepdale, at Lauder and
then at Durban where he has served as princinal since 1917,

His teaching instruction has been marked by its
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efficiency and thoroughness and he has never sacrificed
standard for record. At the same time the results of his
students on departmental examinations have been very sat-
isfactory. |

The regerd shown by Durban Consolidated School
Board for Mr. Rodgers' work was indicated during the
economic depression of the '30's when the principalts
salary did not sink as low as those of the principals of gsome
other seconéary schools in Swan River Valley. The long
range view of the Durban School Board has paid dividends
not received in school districts where the teachers and
principals were repeatedly given salary cuts.

Mr. Rodgers has alﬁays taken an active interest
in the work of teachers' organizations. ‘He has served
as president of the Benito-Durban-Kenville-Alpine Teachers!®
Local and has also held various offices, including the
presidenéy, of the Teachers' Association of Division No.l.

During his long principalship of Durban Consolidated
School, Mr. Rodgers has taken én active part in community
life and has become a part of the community in ?hich he

continues to reside.
Je W. Robson

Among the first pioneers in Swan River Valley was
J. W. Robson, a graduate of Guelph Agricultural College.
Mr. Robson homesteaded in township 34 near where the Village
of Benito now stands. When»thé Municipality of Swan River
was organized 1in 1901, Mr. Robson was elected reeve and

served in that capacity for a number of years. His train-
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ing in college helped him in municipal affairs and he
rendered valuable assistance to the councillors.

During the years Mr. Robson served as reeve, a
number of school districts were organized throughout the
municipality of Swan River. Mr. Robson showed judgement
on more than one occasion in this connection and his
advice was sought after continually. Robson School
Distriet was named in his honour but bécame consolidated
some years later.

Mr. Robson became the first member of the Manitoba
Legislative Assembly to represent Swan River constituency
and in this capacity continued to serve the best interests
of his constituents. He opposed the plan of the provincial
government to establish a line of government owned elevators
and lost the support of many farmers. His defeat followed
and a short time later he moved away from the Valley the
interests of which he had served faithfully for years. Sub-
sequent events proved that he had been correct in his judgement

concerning the government owned grain elevaters.
Dr. Baldwin

Dr. Baldwin took his normal training in Brandon
and later taught in Kelloe, Woodlands, Dominioy City, and
was principal of Cypress River School. He attended medical
college and, upon graduating, went to Swan River Vallev in
1907. He located in Benito where he continues to serve the
medical needs of many peovle.

The training and experience Dr. Baldwin had gained

as a teacher gave him a live interest in school administration
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and teacher welfare. In January, 1913, he became Chairman
of Benito School Board and less than a month later the board
petitioned the éouncil to consolidate Benito School District
with ﬁhree adjacent school districts. When consolidation
came into effecty, Dr. Baldwin was elected chairman and served
in that capacity for a number of years.

The first years of consolidation called for initiative
and problems were constantly arising which demanded speedy
settlement. Largely through the initiative of Dr. Baldwin
an eight raecre site was chosen for school grounds and after
the business transaction héd been coipleted a building pro-
gramme was begun. Trees and shrubs were planted and grass
SOWN.

Although Dr. Baldwin does not now take an active part
in school affairs, his interest remains and occasionally he
has enriched the school museum by donations of birds and
other species. |

Dr. Baldwin has taken an active .interest in community
and municipal affairs and was promingnt in the movement to
have Benito incorporated. When the village became incorpor-

ated in 1943, he served on the mumicipal coumcil for a time.
Attainment of Former Principals

With the exception of a few cases principal tenure
has been quite low in Swan River Valley and in many cases.
does not exceed three years. Many principals left Swan River

Valley to take further training or to accept positions elsewhere

which they considered to be promotions financially or otherwise.

Within a few years they had become leaders in their respective
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fields. Several former principals of secondary schools
in Swan River Valley later became Inspectors of Schools,
The late Inspector W. J. Henderson of Dauphin was principal
of Minitonas School in 1909 and Inspectors Norman Robson
and Robert Dalton were principals of Minitonas and Bowsman
Union Schools respectively. D. S. Woods was Inspector of
Schools with headquarters in Miami for a2 number of vears
and later joined the staff of the University of Manitoba
where he founded the Faculty of Education which he still
administ#ré-: as dean. Another member of the staff of the
Paculty of Education is Dr. H. L. Stein, a former principal
~of Benito Consolidated School.

At least three former principals proceeded to the
doctorate in education. Dr. D. S. Woods received his doctor
of philosophy degree from the Unversity of Chicago and Dr.
H, L. Stein and Dr. Dudley recéived theirs from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. Several others have received theirp
Bachelor of Education degree and one or two ﬁheir Master

of Education degree.
Elementary School Teachers

Several elementary teachers have had long periods
of tenure in school of Swan River Valley. Miss Armistead,
one of the first teachers in Roaring River School, later
was teacher of\the primary grade in Swan River School for
almost twenty years., She helped organize, in 1911, the
first Teachers® Associztion to be formed in Swan River Valley,
Other. teachers who have had lengthy periods of tenure are

Misses Hayes and Latimer of Swan River, Mr. Hooke of Drury
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School and lireHeXoons,principal of Birch River Village School.

Qther Scnool uwmd 2108

The list of those who have playsd some part in deterw
nining the development of education in Swan River Valley is too
long to include in the presant study. Bvery nenber of every

school board in Swan River Valley has played some part whether

i

for good or ill in the development of education in the Valleye

While the policies of many school boards in the past have been
influenced at times by the effort to kesp the cost of education
as low as possible with Too Little regard to the effect such

cies would have on the children,some memnbers have andeavoured

;.J.

pol

4

to secure the beslt service possible without regard to cost.0ften

these men have been opposed by other maembers of the boarde

Among the men who served as chairmen on school boards
in Swan River Valley are included lessrs.Well Wright and H.Corbetd
of Benito and George Russeninolt of Ilinitonas. These men endeavoured

to execube thelr duties efficiently and with fairuness Lo iteachers

and ratepayers.

schools in Swan River Valley. His advice and assistance are freely
given at any time. As a menber of the Select Committee of the
Hanitova Legislature,he assisted in preparing a renor
years ago velative to the larger ualt of school adminilstratione
Inspector W.CeBnind,successor to Inspector J .SePeach

iving a good leadershin and he desires thatl educartion will

I
)
i

continue o develop within the Swan River Valley and that all

Lity of educational opporitunitye




CHAPTER VIII
CONCLUST O

Concluding Statements

an educational foundation in Swan River Valley and in providing

thely children with an education. Within recent years there

)

Y

has been too great & tendency toward lalssez faire and the

-

result has besen detrimental to educaitional Progresse

[44)

Various factors contributing towsrd puplil retardation

have besen nobed. These include short periods of teacher tenuwre

&

th the corresponding change of ieacher personnel and Instruc-

,,t
p.

tional methods,lack of academic and professional prepsration
of wmany teachers,and ilrrvegulsr attendance of pupils at schoole

o

s report no attenpt was made te inltiate

o

For the purvose of th
2 vrogramme of testinge. Had thig been done,the results undoubl-
edly would have indicated that many puplils had been promoted

when they were not prepared. The retardatlion would be greater

Y

than that shown by the study of the age-grade distribution.
The tendency for some teachers to adhere to the expressed
wishes of parents in the matter of promotion does not have &
satisfactory effTect upon educational development and may
greatly retard the progress of the child. Teachers should e

2

ity of the child and not by tue soclal,

economic or political prominence of the parents nor by the

fact that parents may be members of the school boards
The low holding power of the secondary schools in
Swan River Valley indicates that there is 1 for greater
: . / 2y indicatves thatl there is need for greater

=120
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differentiation of the secondary school progravmes At present
ne provision ls made in the secondary schools of Swan River
Valley for sny course other than the (General Cowses In an
agricultural district it would seem approur ate that provision
should be made Tor instruction in Agricultur@,@eneral Shewn,and
Home Economics.

Py

essional stending of a high

Fhy
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-

g;

emic and
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The aca
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percentage of teachers at present employed in school districtas

Lo

within Swan River Valley is low. This le true especially in

rural areas where 74% of the stvaff possess permiis or second

There i% not a close correlation bhetween the economic
ability of the ratepayers and the effort to make adequate
educational yprovisions in many di%trietﬂa Several districts
with high assessments make %mell@r contributions tcwar the

L=

cost of education than do some districis with much lower

assessmentss In view of the wealth of the area some districis
have nolt been conbributing according to leocal abllitye
Lack of interest in,and understanding of,the problems

education on the part of meny ratepayers have prevented

h

)
greater educational development than there has been.The econonic

ortions of the Valley has nolt always been an

i

prosperity in

=

et

adventage toward the development of educatien and at times
there has been a tendency to evaluate education simply in
terme of dollars and cenbts. There is need 1o held ratepayers
to wnderstand some of the ;acuors reterding educational
developmente An attempt to promote greater understanding

petween varente and teachers should be mades Parent-teacher

asgociations should be orgenlzed and might go some distance
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to foster greater interest. Care should be taken to prevent
such an association from becoming simply a medi@mm for voicing

destructive criticliene
Recommendations

At the thirty-seventh annuel conventlon of the Teachers
Association,Division No.l,held in Swan River in October,1948,
a resolution was passed wging the Provincial CGovernment 1o
implement plans toward establishing a larger unit of school
administration in Swan River Valley.

The establishment of such an area unit would be an
important step forward in the educational development of Swan
River Valley and would give greater security fto teachers and
decrease pupll retardatiocne.

At a time when building programmes are being initiated
throughout Swan River Valley the advisability of having a
Composite High School should Dbe carefull y consldered. The low
holding power of the secondary scheols in Swan River Valliey
may be atitributed partially to the fact that high school
students feel that many subjects they must study will be of
1i4tle value Lo them.Provision should be made to satisly the

needs and interests of a greater nunber of secondary school

There is need of improvements in heating,lighting,

and toilet facilities in several schools. lore sultbable

dties and the addition of neyw bHooks are needad

[

library fac

in many schools. BEgulipnent sufficient Tor instruction in

o

Grade VII and VIII should be provided in all rural
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acnools where supplles are inadequatle.
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Existing inegualities contribube toward short periods of
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tenure and constant shifting of teacher waersonnel. The resull

has heen detrimental to the puplils,teachers aad to the school
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districts. A suitable
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come existing zrieva

Care showld be taken to elect nmembers 0 school bhoards

wno will have progressive ideas and who will not be govearnsd
by expediency or the desire to reduce taxes by securing

services as cheaply as possibles

There should be greater squality of financial provisiona.
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COPY OF DOGUMENT RELATING TO FUR TRADE IN SWAN RIVER DISTRICT

COPARATIVE STATFVFNT AND VALUATION OF SWAN RIVER DISTRICT RETURNS
- ‘ 0UDS 1861 and 1862

A A i -‘l‘?»—ﬂm‘m‘

OUT 1861 OUT_1862
Valup] Noe &  Be Dpq¢ Hogq &, Sef Do
l . ’ :
Badgers prime /7] 302 | 28 {182 818 26| 3| 6
common 9% 65 2 i11: 6 15f -~ 411§ 11
Bears black prime 32/6 ] 88 1143 == | 106/170 112} 6
. common 16/3: 17 | 13 1161 3 18] 13 ! we | =
brevn prise 32/6 60 .1 97 410§ = 701113 {10 | ==
common 16/3 6 4 117 ; 6 6] 4117 6
grey rrime 32/6:7 1L ! 1Y 1171 6 741120 | b | ==
conmon 16/3: 2§ 1 31l2:6 ) liww- |(l&| 3
Beavers large prime /e 1832 (2901 | 41 =] BO296 | 8] ==
. coumon 2/61 B lem= 1106 56! 9 {16 | ==
gmall prime 9/« { 647 1226 i =1 888i3L0 |16 | ==
cormon 3/6; & 6 113, =] 128! 22 8 | «==
Castor um 25/0 | 41 | 57 | 5= | 126{157 |10 | ==
Fruwines prime 3C | 145 L il6; 3| wwn cex |== | o
Fishers pyrime 18/ 1 704 1633 1121 = | 478|430 ! 4! ==
¢ o 01 et 1Y% 7 1131 = 2 e 118 e
Fexes silver prime 220/ e 5 ] B jew, = 2 22 | we | we
, CrOSE  COMmon 21/ ¢ 1 11 1f= 1 L) 1] ==
wrine 42/ o 9L 1191 51 21 = 261 B4 12§ =e
red primne 6/c L21L {363 § 6 = 892117 |12 | ==
€ onm on 3/ s B |eme (151! = 2] wwem | B 1 =
white Vo | e {mme fomi = D wmen {14 | =
Hores Arctic 3¢ 6 lomm | L1 6| B6lwm= | 9w
Foxes Kite prime 6/e 1639 1491 (14 = 641 192 1 6 | ==
Lynxes prime 9/61 318 1181 1 1i =1 1B66; 94| 2 ==
conmmon 4/9. 6 L[ 86| wee mee | we | ==
Martens prime 18/ (1261 1945 {16! = | 882 661 |10 | ==
‘ S onImon /6] 13 4 1191 6 B 14171 8
Minks wriune B/ 1890 1222 |10 = | 2246, 561 | 10 | ==
common /61102 { 12 [16) - | 189 19117, 6
lusguash prine 6C B8O {712 |m=! = 21926/523 1 3! ==
€N on. 3C 1 600 7 1101 = | B80! 64 |15 | ==
Obters oprime 19/c| 433 1368 | 1; = Bi8i440 | 6 | ==
eommen 8/61 256 ] 10 [12] 6 | o==] w=m | o= | o=
Skunks prime 4/e1 2% | B9 |12 = | 220 44| == ==
Swans yrime 266 32 4 lmei = 8 1 am | ==
Weenuskes 6 2 jm=e L) e oo memem | mes | mes

continued on the following page
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT AND VALUATION OF RETURNS,]861 & 1862 CONT'D

P g

f g OUT 1861 OUT 1862
Value Hoe £ S8: Pei Noe &£ Bo Po
« 4 B

Wolves prime 5/6 '734;,} 20 1'7; = 739 2031 4 16
Tolverines prime 8/01 T 3Ll 4 == 49§ 18 i{l6 i=
; , common 4/ef L. ww) 4 = 1| w=!id =
Tongues -:Bulfalo 2/8.'890 45110 == | cu=| o=iee e
Robes prime- 10/ o186 8 93] mey == | 990 | 495 |ow | =
looseskins large : 6/ 6 wmmed momeloed wn 21 66 !=
, srall 4/ o jmmed wam|me == 3 ==1{l2 1=
Red deerskins large LY T R e 3] 115 {=
small A o |mmed e | e e L a=idia

Buffalo skins 3/ o {mmen samos § wad womm 18 2114 i =
6299 % 2 b166 ; b (8

Note,-The foeegoing is a copy of a document which was
found zumong the ruinsg of old Fort Pelly & few years agoe. This
docunent is in the possession of lirs.Perry,Benito llan. English
money was used 1ln the transactionss The first column gives the
value in shillings and two pence per pelt- The second column
lists the number of peltse. The third,fourth and fifths columus
list the oubtput in pounds,shillings and two pence. The next
coluwn is the nwmber of pelts for the year IB62 and the last

three columns give the co0ste

Hvgoguash 1s the Cree word for wmuskrai while
Yeenvske probably may be a misspelling of the Cres nane
Yenusk meaning ground-noge

”

1 S 3 . .
rhe wover mark of the docunent is T H Ssunders 1860,



APPENDIX #BH



Reminiscences of & Pioneer
By Dan Hawe

“In the month of June 18¢8 accompanied by a neighbor
and equipped with a team of small ponies,a buckboard,s sack
of oats,a few loaves of bread,a side of bscon,a frying pen,

a tespol and tea,a bar of soap and towel (the latiter articles
used the least),we started the long trek from Southern lani-
tobe te the country that we fully expected would be the
meang of increasing our worldly possessions;determined that
no obstacle,great or swmall,would be alloweé to turn us aside
from our objective.

The greater part of our journey was accomplished over
roads that were in air condition,considering the condition
of roads generally at the above date,but passing the town of
Dauphin and steering & course in a north-westerly direction,
crossing the Wilson and Valley rivers,we siruck a gravel
ridge that for several miles afforded comforiables driving
and pleasant scenery. Finally we reached the end of the ridge
and struck the trall that took ws over the North-East end of
the Duck Mountalins and at long last landed us at the Favel
River,sitvated in the Eastern end of the Valley,and was
instrumental in assisting the late H.Harley in erectiing
The«téntd that 4id duty for receiving and recording Homestesad
entries as well as imparting information as to lands that were
vet avallable for entrye.

Before pagsing en to other phases of a Ploneer's exper-
ience let me say that the trail over the mountalns was quite
frequently intersected by mud holes,water holes,streams and
rivers,over which there had net been constructed either cor- -
duroy or bridge and to judge by the remarks carved on the trees
by the wayside by some of the piloneers who had preceded us,the
overseer of the work of cutting out the trail as well as those
who did the work were plainly told to ge to that place where
the carvers thought they should be.

The first night in the valley was spent at the tents
which at that time were the headquariters for all who came.
Supper over and the ponies attended to,there being congider-
able sunlight left us,we decified to walk to the top of a large
hill in the distance where we expected to have a better view of
the country to the westward,but before reaching the hill we )
stumbled on a strand of telepraph wire much of which was buried
wder several years growth of rank grass and only at great
distences was there a pole standinge eccsccscccscsccco ’

Leaving the tents the following morning and armed With a
plane showing the lands availabie for hamestgading??e fol%awe
a2 trall marked out by teams and wagons cafry}pg'ﬁugg};es ﬁ@*«p
the surveyors the year previous. We came 10 A8 noiding oi tae
1ate TmeSifton who was one of the Tirst gettlers to plow and
seed o small acreage,using an old long handled plow to turn the
sod,sowing by hand and covering bthe seed by means of trailing
dead trees chalined together in place of a harrow. '

Leaving the Siften farusiead,wes continued our way,crossia g
the Rolling and Swan Rivers,we atlenpted to make our way noriths
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having been informed that geod land was 0 be had in the Bows-
man River district,but after wending owr way,twisting about %o
shtn slougns and hay meadows,the trall proved too nmuch for our
vonles and we reluctantly turned back and picked up the old
north Pelly trall leading wesitward,searching the country for
land that sbited as we proceeded. Halting for the night and
tethering our ponies,our next care ¥as SUDPELe ecscscocscssss
Hy travelling companion and fellow homestsad segker
was the late Richard Staples of whom I shall give more parti-
cularg laters The shadow caused by the sinking sua behind
Thunder Hill rested on the ground we had selected for our
future home that coaprised the North-Jest and North-East of
Section 2B ,in Township 35 and Range 209. Some thirity uiles
lntervened belbtween our selection and the land office and
our chief concern was b0 reach the 0ffice as quickly as possible
lest some sarlier bird had gobbled the worme Therelfore,eariy in
the morning we coupled the poales to the bvuckbeard in which,
standing wp holding the lines;the ponles champing thelr bits,
Wwe gave btharee rousing cheers for o0ld Thunder Hill and were off
in a flasn for an interview with the land ageht at headquariters
who,when we arrived,informed us that the clalms we had selested
were still open for entry,and with hands a little shaky from
anxzieby,we subscribed our nawmes 0 the forms that made us masters
of the land already describved,and then began preparations for
our return jouwrney to owr homess v »
To sustain our bodles Ffor the trip,we were fortumate
in securing three small loaves of bread,paying 76 cents for
each Loafesosvocaol

ES

. Note;-The foregoing ascount was copied from a clipping
taken from "The Benito Review",a weekly vaver nobt now %ubiiéh@d
The clipping was Xindly loaned the Wri*e; % lr Jga¥e ¥Th '1&
of the first councillors of Swan Ri%aria y,fraga@@ o

°C fural Hunicipality,
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iSwan River Valley: Iits Past,Present and Future!
By A.J .Cotton,Swan River
6o CcEeoscEcecb0b0E0600

9Tt8 Present. After seven years of settlement and
prosperity,we again stand on the summit of Duck Mountains
and take another look over the Valley.How changed. How well
sektled. What evidences of prosperity. We have the line of
the C.N.R.raillway winding threugh the Valley,the growing
town of Minitonas,the prosperous town of Swan River,the rising
young town of Bowsman. Ve see the new Swan River-Thunder Hill
branch graded out 22 miles and the steel being laid on ite
This will make the farmers of the Valley prosperous;and the
gsite of the first town,Square FPlains,nine miles south-west
of Swan River,is surveyede

This will be the most important town on this new
branch line,surrounded by the finest wheat districts where,
ineide of six years,a million bushels of wheat will be mar-
keted. This new town is already in need of new siores,hard-
wares,livery stables,bank,druggist,doctor,blacksmith,and
boarding houses. There is a first-class opening for all
enteryrises for a good-sized town. This town is backed by a
well-settled and wealthy farming districte There will be two
more sildings and a good site for another town near the hoame
of J.W.Robson M. P.P.

: There are now 32 schools up in the Valley and 9 post
offices,celled Minitonas,Swan River ,Bowsman,Lidstone Harling-
ton, Thunder Hill,Durban,Benito,Pretoria. There are two muni-
cipelities,a Dominion and a provincial constituencys

We shall export this fall fully 500,000 bushels of
wheet of high grade. The crops have been enocrmous. The fach
le thet scarcely a poor crop is to be seen,the wheat yielding
all the way fram 25 up to 60 bushels per acre,and other grains-
have ?&en exceptionally heavy. Oats on Robert Emmondts farnm
ézz;tzgg iégainsﬁii 35 ,range 29%.,in the Thunder Hill district)

=¥ 0 bushels per acree eshing wil . s
b1l Chrlntmas b r Threshing will not be finished

The land in the Valley is & hign-cla ; :

mostiy scrub land but easily-%?cught uggerlziiﬁfzzzgaiangg

is rolling,well watered with spring creeks,has firewocg if:
plenty}cheap lumber,is well sheltered,and adapted to the éraﬁth
Sf‘fal¢ whea§g A large acreage of this cersal hasg been sdwed
°hi§ fal% an9 hasg gone into winter gquarters in excellent con-
ditiene Timothy and clover do well;small fruits alse can be
gzggn%inéggungangﬁaaﬂd apglés &8 welle. lro.lonsees of Bowsman

Wy 0l straw-berries from his ratch during th

Seasone Ve are favored with ' 4g viae past
driftﬁ

- —,

The foregoing extra

Fermer ;December 20,1905, ¢t was published in The Nort -

jest
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BYLK@S OF THE COUNCILS OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF MINITONAS

The following are copies of bylaws btaken from records
kept in the files of the Municipal O0ffice,ilinitonas. They give
considerable information relating to the organization and finan-
cing of school districtse

BYLAW I

By law of Hinltonas Municipality for the purpose of
appointing & Secretary-Treasurer.

Whereas it 1s expedient and necessary to have a clerk
who will keep a record of the business transaction of the council

And whereas it 1s also necessary to nave a treasurer
who will receive and disburse the moneys of the municipality

Fhe Council enacts that these two offices shall be
combined and filled by one and the same person who shall be
known as Secretary Treasurer of the municipality who shall
furnish satisfactory bonds to the council. The Council further
enachs that this bylaw shall come into force by electing
Willianm C.North to that office at a salary of seventy-five
dollars for the remainder of this ysar this 2nd day of July 1901.

WmeCelNorth D.Dunn
{lerk Reevse

BYLAW X
Respescting health officer

Whereas it 1s expedient and necessary to have a health
officer appointed for fthe rural municipality of Minitonas
The Reeve and Councll now in session assembled enacts

a8 follows , ] .
That Dr.Linehan of Swan River be the health officer of

this aunlicipality
This bylaw comes into effect on day and date of passing.

Done and passed this 25 day of July 190l.

DeDunn

WM orith
Reeve

Sectyo-Treas.

=138
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ASSESSHENT BYLAW XTI

Whereas 1% is necessary to have a bylaw to fix the
rate and itemize the sum to be Llevied for the various pur-
poses in the Munlcipality of Minitonas

The Council legaly organized and in sesslon hereby
enacts that the following shall be the amounts for the pure
poses named for the year 1901 viz

Municipal Tax 6 mills on the §
General School Tax l% mills on the §
Conmissioner Tax + wills on the §
Speclial School Tax .
for Minitonas 7 mnills on the §
for West Favel 4z mills on the §
for Oakhurst 4 mills on the §
for Lidstone 1y mills on the $

Statute. Laborers $150

This l@%ushall come into force on day and date of
passing. Done and passed this 7 day of October 1901,

Wine ol orth DeDunn
Secy.lreas. Resgve

BYLAYW XX

A vpetition having been signed by I Fraser and others
praying the formation of the above district and the council
having ascepted passed the same at a former meeting the fol-
lowing bylaw was passed.

, Be it enacted that a school district be formed of the
following sections 31,32,33,34,35,30,29,8 ,27,26,20,21,22,
N523,SW4R23,15,16,17,8 ,9,MW110,Tp37,R«26 Lo be kunown as the
Belmont .School Districte

This bylaw to come into overation on the day and date
of its passing.

Done: and passed this 6 day of May 1902.

YeNorth ReAWatson
Clerk : Chairman

Note,-Belmont School District is now called Cropper Tops
School Districte
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BYLAW XXXV

Forming a Union School %o be known as Bowsman Union
School. District Hoe

Whereas a bylaw was passed by this Minitonas HMunicipal
Council on the 7th day of October 1902 forming a school dist-
rict to be known as the Woody River School District

And whereas the following sections were debtached by
resolution of the Council on July llth 1903 from the said
Woody River BSchool District for the purpose of forming a
union school district to be known ags the Bowsman Union
District that is sections 25 and 36 in Tpe37 R.27 and sec-
tions 1 and 12 in Tp.&BR«27,2ls0 sections 5,8,7,8 in Tp.B Ro26.

And whereas Bylaw 24 had never been acted on;no
trustees having been elected and no school house built,be
it enacted and it is hereby enacted lsi that bylaw 24 be
rescinded,2nd that.the following sections of land be given
to-form a Union Sehool District to be known as Bowsman
Thion School District No. viz sections 26 and 36 in
Tpe37 Re27,3ections 1 and 12 Tpe3&B Re27,also sectlons 5,6,
78 in Tpe3 Re26. .

Done and passed in Minitonas Council this 3lst day
of August 1903

WmeCelorth
Olerke
- BYLAW LAXI
- Note,= This bylaw is not reproduced heree It was enacted
on July 24,1906 and made provision for an assessment of 3 mills

on the dollar for municipsal purposes and 4 mills for General
Scheool Taxe

Specia.l School Tax

Lidstone 5+ mills on the $
Egremnont 4% mills on the $
Bowsman 7 mills on the
Ravensworth 10 mills on the g
Roaring River 6% milis on the &
Minitonas 6 mnills on the &
Oakhurst 6%— mills on the §
West Favel 7% mills en the
Floradale 8 mills on the $
Croppertops 18 nills on the &
Kemul.ch 18 nills on the &
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CONSOLIDATION OF SCHOOLS IN SWAN RIVER VAILEY

The following datea were taken from the offigial
minutes of the council of the Rural Municipality of Swan
River,frow the minutes of Benito School Board,and fram
reports of council meetings published in The Star and
Times ¢Swon River. ‘

"December 20,1912; Moved by Councillor Hawe,seconded
by Councillor Goldsmith,that.the resclution from the Trustees
of Bounyview and Corbett Districts be received and laid on
the table and that no further action be taken by councill
wmtil similar resclutlions ave received from the trusitees of
all other schools interesied in the proposed consolidation
and that the clerk notify all parties concernede'l

"Pebruary 5,1913; Moved by Councillor Sims,seconded
by Councililor Dawson,that & bylaw consolidating the Rural
Bchiool Districts of Benito,Bonuny View,Corbett and Parsone
vilie be now introduced and read a first time."2

Pebruery §,1913: Moved by Councillor Sims,seconded
by Counciilor Dewson,that & bylaw consolidating the Rural
Scheool Districts of Benito,Bonnyview,Corbett,and Parson-
vilile be: taken as read a second and third time,;signed,
sealed and nuwbered."3d

fApril 2,1913;: Moved by Councilior Dawson,seconded
by Councillor Goldsmiith,that the petitlon of the trusiees
of Central Valley,Durban,and Fretoria School Districis
asking for conselidation be taken up at the next regular
meeting of the council and that the clerk notify the Trusitees
of Robson School District of the aboves¥4

"April 30,1913:.Moved by Councillor Sims,seconded by
Councillor Young,that a bylaw consolidating the School Districts
of Durbvan,Pretorla,and Central Valley be now introduced and
read a first time."D

"April 30,1913:Moved by Councillor Sims,seconded by
Councillor Young,that a bylaw consolideting the School Dis-
triets of Durban,Pretoris,and Central Velley be taken as
read a second and third time,signed,sealed and numbered.”6

Joseph Armstrong,Clerk:Minutes of Council Meeting of
21ty of Swan River :

Munieci-

, Y
O T ey T
-4
-
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o
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"Decenber 2,1912: Moved by E.Smith,seconded by
James H.Best thet the board petition the council to
consolidate Benito District Fo.1l408 with the following
districts,Bonny View,Robsen,Parsonvilie,CorbetteCarriedsy

"Tanvary 22,1913: loved by E.Snith,seconded by Iwe
Baldwin that the board petition the council to consolidate
Benito Bchool District with the fellowing districtis,-Bonny
View,Corbett,Parsenvilie. Carried." 8

fAyril 10,1913: Hoved by A.B.Corbeltt,seconded by
HE.S.Holden that the board authorize the secretary-treasurer,
Jomes HoBeet {0 purchase from the C.N.R. the piece of land
wést of the town known as the sportst ground for the new
school site.Carried®9 o

"0ctober 25;1@13; lioved by E.Holden,seconded by .
A:E.Corbett that the tenders for the purchase of the Bonuy
View and Corbett school yroperty be opendd.Carried.®l

"June 26,1913 Moved by James H.Best;seconded by
BoHolden that the itrustees pass a bylaw to borrvew $15,000
by the issuing of debentures 1o rwn over a term of 20 years,
to pay $500 princivel and interest each year for the first
10 years and $1L000 princival and interest Tob the remaining
10 years,the above named debentures 4o bear interest at 5%.
Carried "1l

"iferch 19,1914:1oved by A.E.Corbett,seconded by Dre
Baldwin thet the board accept the offer of H.O'Hara & Co. oOF
Toronte of $L3570.00 for their $15,000.00 E%debentures.Carried.®12

"Tuly 81,1920:Moved by NWright,seconded by EoSnith that
we accept the additlion of the follewing lands to our districet from -
the Robson district providing the Municional Councii grant same ,
VizeSeWes S€Ce2,t0.35,rge.29; east half of sections 21.,29;and
82; all of sections 28 and 33; west 4 of 34 and 27; and Ne¥ g
of 22.1in tDe34,rge+29%.Carried."13

Tuly 7,1921: Moved by ReBumond,seconded by O.Parsons
that the chairman and secretary be authorized to slign & bylaw
to give title of Robson property to MeHarris.Carried."14

7 Minutes of School Board of Benito School Districte
Minute Booke

8 Ibid pe

9 lMinutes of School Board Meeting,Benito Consolideted
School Distriect Noe 1408 ,p5,Bkele

10 Ibhid pel3

11 Ibid pe?

12 Ibid p.21

13 IDid D69

14 Ibid p87T
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COPY OF QUESTIONNAIRE AND ACCOMPANYING LETTER SENT
IO THE TEACHERS OF SWAN RIVER VALLEY
Benito,Manitoba,

November 2£,1948 ¢
Teacher,

Scheol,

yidanitobas

Dear Teacher ,=

T em making & study of the Develoxment of Education
within Swan River Valley and am deveting one chavter to the
Position of the Teacher. As it is necessary for me to obtain
data concerning the preparation,qualifieaticn,and experience
ef the teachers I am forwarding you a questionnaire forme

Would you be so kind as to fill in this form and return
it to me at your earliest convenience? The data will be treated
a8 confidential and no name will be Published in the report
I am making. I am sending a copy of this form to every teacher
in Swan River Valley.

I anm enclosing a2 stamped,self-addressed envelope for your

conveniencee ) .

Yours sincerely,

John N.Clark,

Benito Consolidated Schoole

A

e

b



PREPARATION,QUALIFICATIONS ,AND EXFERIENCE OF TEACHERS
IN SWAN RIVER VALLEY

Nane 4 Age Certificate

Number of Years in present school

.

l.ACATEMIC PREPARATION----HIGH SCHOQLS AND UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGH

High Schools Attended Address Vhat Years? Grades Diplomas ;

University or Years  Hajors  NMinors vegree Year
College Attended o J

w—

2 «FROFESSIONAL PREPARATION

Training Year Term in Certificate
Institution Y Months received

3«SULIER SCHOOL COURSHS AND CORRESPONDENCE WORK

Courses How and Year For what Diploma
where taken dipl oma? recelved

4 TEACHING BXPERIENCE

;

School Address Years Grades Salary
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guestionnaire continued

Bo

Ge
Te
8«

Qe

10.
1l
12.

13

14.
1B
16.
17

0y

Have you ever contribubdd te teachers' magazines? Plecse

give particulars.

03 3

De you take an agtive part in teachers' meetings®

g AT

~] 1

Have gou ever atiended the M.E.A. Convenlbion?

Have you ever carried on experimental work of an educa-

tional nature in the classroom? Give particulars.

Are you carrying on experimental work at present? Give

particulars.

Are you trained to give stendardized tests?

Are you trained to glve mentai vests?

Do you take part in,snd gwulde,the play activities of

the puplils?

What suljects do you prefer to teach? List in corder of choices

(1) (2 (3) .

V¥nat grades do you prefer Lo teach?

e s R M

¥re you trained to teach music in your school?

What musical instrument do you play?

List any teeching abllities you may possess that are nob

included in the gquestionnaires
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Benito,lanitoba,

Wovember 15,1948 «
Teacher,

Sehool.,

SHManitobae

-

i )
TEBY Ahcd e mem e ?
F

7 :

I am meking a study of the Develoyment of Hducation
within Swan River Valley and 1t is necessary for me to
obtain some data on the administration of your schoole
I am enclosing & questionnaire and would be grateful if
you would £ill out the form at your earliest convenience
and forward it to me. I am enclosing a stemped,self-addressed
envelope for your conveniencee

I sincerely appreciate the co-operation you have shown
me in answering the questlonnaire dealing with the Pesition
of the Teacher and trust that you will find it possible to

continue this co-cperatione

Yours sincerely,

John N.Clark,

Benito Conselidated Schoole




ATMINISTRATION OF SCHOOLS IN SWAN RIVER VALLEY

1o Wame of School 2¢ Nunber of School Districsh

.

3¢ Name of Principal or Teacher

4. Is the school (a) Frame {b) brick (¢) stone ? Pleass under-
line the correct answer.

5. Number of classrooms in school

s A

6. Kind of Heabing Sysiem (a) stove {b) hot air (c¢) steanm
(d) hot water. Please underline the correct answer.
7« Is thers a fire escape in the sSchool? a resr exit?

8« What .is the approximate area of the Playground?

9. Have any trees been planted on the grounds?
About how many?

10. Is there a gphonograyh piano or gan radio
in the school? Please pub a Check wmark in the propar blanke

1le Nunber of maps in the school o I8 there a globe?

i 5T

12. What is the approximate nunber of books in your library?

T—

13. Are the books catalogued 9__ classlfied?

e

14. Have you a student iibrarian? Is the teacher librarian?

15, Do the pupils use the books frequently?

16. Is there adequate science equioment ?

17. List the playground equipment

18 . Have you any students with extreme hearing , 2 8lght s
speech . defscts?

19. How often do you give or plan to give examinations in your
school?

200 What system of merkind do you use? Perceniages » Letters
@g@ A’ngaD’E - 30'&3@@? Systﬁﬁl @

e e -

2l. Do you use long ansyer ] short answer tests extensively

B2« Do you keep a2 record of pupils! results? __Is such a
record of previous years' resulits at your disposal?.

28e What extra-classroonm activities are carried on in yow school?
€ge parilies,concerts,hikes, h




w0l 4 e
Guestionnaire continued

24 Wunber of Pupils in each grade

Grade Boys Giris Grade Boys Girls

I VII
11 ‘ VIII
1II - IX
v X

v - XI
VI | XII

25. Nunber of Pupils according to Ages

Age Boys Girls Age Boys Girls
5 | 4
6 15
7 16 — —
9 1%

10 18

11 9

12 20 &

over
13

Total
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Benito,Mane,
Pelrvary 4,194%.
Secretary-Treasuvrer,

gchool District,

,Maniﬁcbae

Dear Bir,-

I am worklng on my thesis for the degree of iaster of
Bducation and am Yreparing a study on Tha Develapmeht of
Bducation in Swan River Valley. One chapter deals with the
cost of education and it is necessary for me to obtaein scme
information cencerning your schocl districte

Would you be kind snough to £ill out the enclosed forms
at your earllest convenlence? Any infcrmatian relating teo
the early orgenization of the district will also be appreciateds

I 'am anxious t¢ obtain accurate information and JOUr CO=
operation in this matter will be greatly appreciated. I am
enclosing a self-addressedhstamped envelope for your convenience.

Thanking you in advance,I am

Yours sincerely,

J ohn NeClark;Principal,
Benlito Consolidated School,

Benito,Mane




RELATING T0 THE COST CF EDUCATION IN SWAN RIVER VALLEY

COST OF‘EDUCATION IN

Receipls » Bxpenditures

Balance $ Salaries Teachers
Grants Teachers § . Secretary
Transporte Buildings (new)

General‘MunicaLevy' Bgulmment

Special District Repairs
Tax
, Caretaking '
Proceeds from sale
of Debentures Fuel,light
Promissory notes Library
discounted
: Stationery
Fees from Puplls supplies
Present overdraft Transportation
From Gther Sources .. Debentures;Princ.

Inte

Promissery notes pald

Overdraft,last year

Other Ixpenses

Total Bxpendltuvres

Balance

Potal

Information for year ending December 31,1948 .

Secretary-Treasurer

School District of
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PERCENTAGE INCREASE OVER

=181=

TABLE I

THE PRECEDING DHECADE,1901-1921

1901 ! 1811 | gem
Minitenas Municipality 203.32 1122.04
- 8wan River Municipality BL2 | 68.87
Swan River {town) 57.32
Percentage for Total 10399 [ 80.93
PABLE I1
PERCENTAGE INCREASE OVER PREVIOUS CENSUS,1921-1948
: 1
1921 | 1926 (1931 1936 | 1941 | 1946
Minitonas 779t 137,251 20,297 7632 -10.44
Swan Riv&r 185 6.48 1+ 1481 26 = 2022
Swan River{town) -e33 7551 4,961 1l.12! bH.4¢
Percentage for Total-lo36 [1B.44 | ¢5.63 o331 =453

1

The

sign (=) dendtes @& decrease in populatione
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TABLE III
HACIAL QRIGIN OF KENVILLE SCHOOL
PUPIILS
Race Ending
1923 1929 1932 193% 1942 194%
British 82 114 101 84 66 88
Slavic Q 3 1 2 3 7
Scandinave
ian 1 0 0 2 5 0
Others 1 5 4 8 8 3
Total 824 122 106 ey 82 53]
British % .62 0B 44 06«28 80361 80.492 1 89.79
Sla»ViC GO 00 2&46 0095 2613 3067 7014:
Scandine
avian 1619 0«00 000 213 6510 000
Others 1619 4010 _fSa‘?'? 60383 Q74 30%
100% 100% L00% 1007 Lo0% 100%
TABLE IV
RACTAL ORIGIN OF I‘.E.'tNITOﬂAS HIGH SCHOQI, PUPRPILE POR THE YEARS
1936 TO 1948
B nime oo i i 4 l s o )
Race [Ending _ .
1938 103% 119231 19301 1940 :1941 1942 L9043 1944 194D 0 46
Britisy 14 | 16 | 19 201 17 126 115 154 19i21 lav
German = 1 2 + 8 10 12 & 110 1.3
Slavic 2 2 3 2 3 a 1 4 5
Czech, 2 1 1
Others ! _1 2 3 2 < 1 X 2i 01 _0 . 3
Total 15 18 2z 61 27 B4 29 3L 1 30138 39
B.Y’i‘bi@h G3ed 83.3 72e2 800 706& 7395 Ble% 48045 838 58 03 43
Gernan s 40 8 e 1766 BL B IR B 26 278, 335
Slavic Bed] 801 12.6 Be@ 110681 967 Bo4 111 13
Ozech B8 28 3
Others | JE&Y 167 12.5 8 o) 8 ed S 30D EQQ w;%g
1100% Me};‘é E.oa;fa LOGH . 100% «100% DOO% ¢ 100% 100Z 1006
! i ! ‘
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TABLE V

RACIAL ORIGIN OF DURBAN CONSOLIDATED

SCHOOQL POPULATION

Raege '%nding f
11922 11926 11932 11937 {1942 (1947 11949
Britishi 136 103 100 85 8b 66 64
Slavie 15 2 16 20 25 81 8%
Scandins
avian 2 4 4] 6 q 9
Others 2 4 15 2
Total | 149 109 | 124 126 | 118 154 | 160
British | 91.28 | 966261 80+64 | 6746 | 72,04 | 4386 40.00
Slavic 8721 187! 12.901 15871 21.19 | 52.59: 54637
Scandin- / A -
a:ﬁia-n ' 3923 497? 5&% 4?55 5@63
Others 187 3,231 11L.901 1.69
100% 100%: 100% | 100% I 100% 100%¢  L100%
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The First Teachers

The following is a partial 1list of the first teachers

in school districts in Swan River Valley.

School Teacher Year
West Favelle Douglas Durkin 1901
Swan River A.C.Dorrance 1901
HMinitonsas Norman Ingham 1901
Egremont WeGable . ‘ 1902
Ravensworth SeJ o Shuttleworth 1903
Croppertops Ambrose Leper 1203
Harlington lfiss Louisa Cregg 19038
Roaring River C.Spicer 19056 (spring)
Robson Miss K.M.Anderson T )
Lavender Hiss:Béith Sterns 1906
Fretty Valley liss lMargaret Elliet. 1906
Wild Rose liiss l.Ross 190% ¢
Benito John F.Secribner 1908
Brierley ir ollcGowan 1913
Big Woody Hiss: Annie Lattimer 1913
Deury liiss Addie Thomas 1914
licKay liiss Reobinsen 191%
Lens lirs <A «Peckhanm 1920
Duncanvilile Mdes M.Thuriey 1926
Allanvale liss Vera Fraser 1931
Bell River Miss I.Thempson 1928
MeKinley liliss Lindsey 193%
Tortht 8 Creek Miss Anne Btrong 1939
Deer Paih irs.V.E.Bonhan 1940
Glover Creek D.B.Cowan 1945

Teaching Experience of lise. Eva Armistead in Swan River Valley

Roaring River 19056=120% /
Davidseon 19(

Roaring River - 1909-1911

Swan River 1911-1929
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INFORMATION RELATING TO EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

THE CONSTITUTION OF
RENITO HICGH SCHOOL STUDENTS' COUNCIL

FREAMBLE; WE,THE STUDENTS OF BENITO HIGH SCHOOIL, DEPARTMENT;
IN ORDER TO PREPARE OURSELVES FOR CITIZENSHIP;TO PROMOTE .
THE WVELFARE AND FNHANCE THE HAPPINESS OF THE STUDENTS OF
BENITO. SCHOOL,TO PROMOTE.CO-OPERATION BETWEEN THE STUDENT
BODY. AND FACULTY,TO INCREASE THE USEFULNESS OF THE SCHOOL
PLANT AND EQUIPMENT BY PROPER.CARE AND. SUPHRVISION,DO.
ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH THIS CONSTITUTION FOR BENITO HIGH

SCHOOL STUDENTS! . COUNGIL.

ARTICLE ONE _ ’ OFFICERS™

(a) There shall be a President elected by and from
among the Student Bodye.

b) There shall be a Viee-President elected freely
by and from among the Btudent Body.

(¢) There shall be a Secretary elecbed freely by
and from, among the Student Bodys

(d) The Principal shall act as Honorsdry Treasurer
and ghall head the Pinancial Comitiee consisting of
himeelf,the President and the Vice-President. No finan-
cial transactions may be entered upon by the Financial
Committee: except as direcved by a majority of Studenis
in session at a meeting of the Student Body.

ARTICLE TWO ORDER OF BUSINESS

The order of business 1o bhe followed at regular

meetings of the Student Body shall be as follows:

a) Reading of Minutes e) Reports of Commithess
b) Correppondence £) Unfinished Business
¢) Tressurer! s Repord g2) New Business:
zd Constitutional Changes (h) Adjownment
ARTICLE THREE AVENDUENT OF THE CONSTITUTION

This Gonstitubion may be amended. changed and enlarged
by a three-fourths vote of the Studenids al a regular meeting
of the Student Bodys Proposed changes nmust be preparsd im'
tripileate,one copy 0 be sulkmitted to the Prineipal ,one 10
the Presidesnt,at least twenbty-four hours before the meeting

W vm

at which it is to be considered,and the third copy to be'

retalnsd by the pebtltionser. . .
On all matbers,other than proposed changss of the Constl-

tubion,decisions shall be made by a simple majority vote of
the Students.

@l 5T
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LETTER RELATING TO MINITONAS MUNICIPAL FIRLD DAY

Hinitonas,lan.,
- . ) lay 9th,194%.
To the Teachers of the Municipality :

Dear Sir or Madem:

At last I can give you some definite information
relating to the annual Field Day. At the Directors' meeting
recently the following was decided:

Date; the date of the field day shall be June 13th (Friday).

glac@;tge place shall be the same as usual,here in Minitonas.

Fee: Ine fge shall be the same as usual;$0.00 per school (one
room) with more than twenly pupils;$2.50 per school with
twensy pupils or 1ess;$5.00 per room (two or more)e AllL
fees are payable immediately. Please do not delaye It
mekes it very difficult for the Treasurer to carry on
wless all fees are pald before fisld days :

Assembly: all schools shall gather on the school grounds in

‘ town,not later than 12.00 o' clock noons

Parade; from the school grounds the parade shall proceed Ho
the local sports' grounds where the programne of the
day shall begine. ‘

Marchning Order: the marching order of the schools shall be
deawm by lot. However,the marching order in each school
group shall be left up to the teacher(i.e. whebther by
twos-or three' s and whether the small children shall
march at the front,etec.)

Banners: Bach school will carry a banner ian the parade. The
banners will be judged for originality as well as for
crafbsmanshipe ALl banners must be the work of the school
(teachers may assist in the coustruction,bub no outside help
is permissable).last year!s banner may be used,bubt it
will be judged as such in the compebition.

Prizes;:There will be a first,second,and third prize for marching
and the same for the first,second, and third best bannere.
For other prizes,see belowgs

Sports! Events: An entirely new sysiem has been arranged for
this year. This is to be a field day in the real sense
of the wordeA shisld is being put up for competition,
and the point system will be used to ascertain the best
school at the meet,~-the school that will -carry hoane the
shieldeThat school will be the one which has the highest
auwmber of winners in the individual events of the day,

Per Pupile 'That is,a school with ten firet prize winn@rﬁ.
amongst its twenty pupils will have a Lifty percent standing
in the shield competition. Of course,that will mean that

the more puplls that 2 school trains and has compete in

the events the better chance it will have 1o wine Ilow,
under the following system we hope to have every pupil

take part in each event. As was declided at the publie
neeting to organize the field day in larch,it was

decided to group the pupils according to age and nob
according to gradee The following groups were decided ong:




Group A: all puplls under nine years of age
Group B; all pupils nine and ten years of age
Group C: all pupils eleven and twelve years
Group D; all pupils thirteen and fourteen years
Group BE; all puplls fifteen and sixteen years
Group F; a2ll puplls over sixteen yesrs
(age as at June 13th,1947,the date of the Field Day)
. With the groups drawn up and divided as outlineds
the eventis will be run as feollows,-Bach teacher is asked
to sulmit to the Secretary a list of all the pupils in his
er ner school or grade with the ages of each pupil given
with the Name. The Field Day commitiee will then group all
the puplls according to age and sex,taking them from all the
schools end mixing them together. These grouvps,of say ten
or twenty pupils,will on Field Day. be taken by en appointed
leader through a series of events. ALl puplis will try each
event.Records of what each child does will be kept by the
leadere In that way the school with the most winners will
be readily kaown. Now the successsof the plan depends on the
teachers,~first sutmitting an accurate list of all their
puplis,and alse giving thelr support to the plan by giving
thelr pupils some coaching in all the eveniss
Bvente: CGroup A.(girls)
25 yde.dash .
dodge ball:teams will compete;the last three of each beam
to be put out will be the winners.
skipping contest:skipring frontwards,veckwards,and on one
foot (elther foot),-the puplis skipping the
longest will be the winnerss
(boys)
2b ydedash
high jump: jumping over a rope
soft ball throw:for distances

Group Be (giris and boys) same as for the above group
excepting that the distance for the dash shall
be 35 ydse.for both boys and girls in this groups

croup C (giris) - {boys)
50 yde dosh. . same as Tor the girls in this groupe

high jump . .
runing broad jump
soft-ball throw

Group D (girls) seme as in the above group C except that in
. . this group the distance for the dash shell
be 76 yise
(boys) same events as in the above group C except
. . that . in this group the distance for the
dash shall be 100 ydse

Group E (girls) (oys)
100 yd. dash 100 yd. dash
rinning broad jump running bread jump
high jump high jump
soft ball throw running hop step and jump

soft=ball throw
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Grouwp F,= game as Group B for bveth girls and boys.
There will be an "open event® for boys in Groups
D:F.Fe It will be & half mile rawve with handicaps 1o be
given for contestants froem groups D and Ee.
Prizes;Individual ridbons will be given to the first,second and
~third winners in each event and in each groupe Then,of
course,there will be the sinieid given to the winning
school e
Soft-ball Tournement:as usual there will be a soft=ball tournamente
Contestanis: Only Grades I t0 VIII can complete. This move
was itaken tvo overcome the difficulty of having Grade IX
Correspondence students from the outside schoels competing
while the Grade IX students from the tewn were barrede.
Prizes; A new system of prizes has been decided upon. Instead of
cthere belng just three prizes,a first, second,and s third,
28 in past years.,a prize of one dollar will be given for
each ¥Wine In that way each team has a2 chence of winning
some prize moneys
Schools Doubling up for Competition: Two schools having less than
twenty students each may double up bub Only Two. The teachers
must be able and willing to vouch for thelr siuvdenis.Any
team found guilty of a violation of this ruling will be
disqualified.

Except for a few incidentai instructions I think that is all
have to report to you just now. As you can see,this will be guite
blg day IF we all work together. There is & lot of work entailed
know,but it will be worth it 1o have a resl field day. I think
he pupils will enter whole-heartedly inteo it all IF the teacher
o themselves. 4 ‘

If there are any questlons you wish to ask about any paxrt of
the plan don' t hesitate to rhone me at 199-13.

Fach scheeol entering the ball tournsament must bring a ball
and a bat clearly marked in indelible ink with the name of the
schoole .
Bach girl entering the skipping contest must bring her own

O 1~

b

POPese
Each school is asked to ring along a dodge ball (foot balls
will do ) clearly markede , _
I think that is all for now,
: Yours very truly,

W.A.Harvey,
PecsTreass
Minitonas Field Day Committees



. B-E N I——T——O we are pxoud to .
Boast of our old hlgb ' .

~ Sing her praise!

~ She has taught us never to say d1e

~ Voices raise!l
 And alwaw we’ll ct‘ecr her’ ,

And we'll hold nothing nearer. . . , ~ .

_To our hearts , - - , I
,’Z‘han good old B H S ! ‘

- Th@ " Gever%geéf theBenit@Hi@SchaelPapef - - W
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PUBLIC NOTICE CONCERNING SCHOOL BYLAW RELATING TO KENVILLE SCHOOL
: ; 1 '
RE VOPING ON SCHOOL BYLAW

"Publiec Notice is hereby given that Bylaw 11 of the
trustees of the 8chool Disirict of Xenmville To.1404 ;which
has had ite first and second reading by the trustees,will De
sulmitted to the vote of the ratepayers of the said School
District entitled to vote thereon at the time and place here-
inafter mentioned,the object of the gaid bylaw is to authorize
the said School District to borrew upon the credit of the said
School District the sum of Thirity-five Thousand ($35,000,000)
Dollars for the purpose of erecting and equipping & four roomed
school and te issue debsntures for the said sum bearing interest
of 4% per annum payable in twenty equal snnuval instalments of
$2,575.38 each,including principal and interest at the rate
aforesald. The firet of said instalments may be incressed or
decreased by the amount of interest necessary to cover the case
where the time between the date of issue and date of the first
payment exceeds or is less than one year,the amount of the firsi
instalment being $1,992.03 and to become due and payable on the
First day of December,A.D.194%. The time for taking the vobe of
the ratepayers for and against the said bylaw will be on Wednes-
dey,the 13th day of April A.D.1949,between the hours of nine
o' clock in the forenoon and five o'clock in the afternoon at the
Community Hell in the Village of Kenville,Manitoba. The Reeve of
the Rural Municipelity of Swan River will on Friday,the 25%h day
of March A.D.1949,attend at the office of the Secretary Treasurer
at eleven o'clock in the forenoon for the purpese of appointing
in wrlting pérsons interested in the bylaw,either for or against,
te attend at the polling place and the final summing up of the
tallots. The Secretary Treasurer of the Rural Municipelity of
Swan Rlver will om Thursday,the 14th day of April,A.D.1949,2%
the hour of eleven o'cleock in the forenocon at his office swum
up the votes given for or against the said bylaw.
Dated at Swan River,lanitobe,this lst day of larch,A.D.1949.
J «BoHutcheson,:
'~ Secretary Treasurer.!

1 .
The Swan River Star and Valley Times,lMarch 17,1948
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