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LIFE AND LETTERS IN RED RIVER.

1812 - '63.

PREFATORY NOTE.

In 1812 the first Selkirk settlers arrived

in Red River. In 1863 there took place the
sale of the HudsonsSBay Company to the Internastional
FPinasnce Corporation. The intervening period

containg all that distinctively and pecullarly
belongs to the 1life of the Red River Settlement.

This thesis presupposes a working knowledge
of the political development of the country.
Education and missionary work has received special
and somewhat detailed treatment. An attempt
has been msde in the Introduction to give & graphiec
setting to a study which may tend to become prosaic
in an effort to avoid fiction and rhetoriec, and to
arrive at truth and aceuracy. The fact that
the materisl available has been well nigh &ll of a
gecondary nature has made the sttainment of this
ideal doubly difficult.

The thegis falls into three distinet sections CL
and it is hoped that the general plan of* the work SR
will be self-evident. As further aid to the -
reader a table of contents has been inecluded and
-the seversl chapters sub-divided.
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"LIFE AND LETTERS IN RED RIVER",

1812 - '630

CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTION -*ORIGINS AND FARLY TRIALS!,

The planting of the Selkirk Settlers in 1812 was the first
attenpt at civilization or colonization in the great Canadian
West. True, Romen Catholic prieste had accompanied La
Verandrye on his western expeditions, but their excursions
thither were without permanent resulte and voyages into the great
*lone land', prior to the date in which our inquiry begins,
remained in the realm of exploration. Here, as elsewhere in
the history of British colonization, the trader preceded the
missionary, nor can the great trading companies be regarded as
agents in the enlightenment of the territory over which they
held such absolute sway. :

Among the instructions given by the Hudson's Bay Company to
its officers 'wae one to the effect that the liturgy of the
Church of England was to be read regularly at all the posts of
the Company'! (1), How far these regulations were orerative
we do not know. Available evidence seems to indicate that they
were a dead letter. One thing is certain that for a century
and a half there were neither churches nor schoole in Ruperts
Land. Several teachers, brought in by the Company fifteen or
8ixteen years prior to the advent of John West, soon sacrificed
their more altruistic motives of training the native and half=-
breed children to the lure of the tfur trade?. This unhappy
result might have been obviated, had the H, B, Company had any
well ordered plan for settling them to work on educational lines.

Whatever the provocation supplied by the fierce rivalry in
trade, the Indians, it is quite evident were debauched by the
free use of spirituous liquors = the price often of their good
will, but the bane of all subsequent missionary endeavour.
Marriage was unknown = it was impossible. The consequent rels-
tions of the officers of both Companies with native women did not
exceed the highest recognized Indian standarde, and at +he various
prosts half-breed children grew up in ‘'ignorance and idleness'.

(1). "Life of Archbishop Machray". By Robert Machray.
See Bibliography.
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To the native degredetion, lest snd Frovencher (1) both testify,
nor 40 they withold blesme therefor, from the Lords of the Fur
Trade. Some clue to the prestire =nd culture which the sctive
snd retired officers of the Hudson's Bey Company lent to the
leter life of Red River, is found in journsls of trevel of the
letter yesre of the eighteenth snd the early yeers of the
nineteenth century. These indicete the presence of well

ctocked and well pstronized libreries at many of the forts of
both Compenies. £ fondness for music, an interest in neturel
.history end some gttention to the higher thinvs 0f the intellect-
uel life was charscteristic of the officers of €The Crest Compeny!'.

. The presence 0of the Compeny's posts throughout the North
Vest wese & distinct gid to the work of the missionsries in leater
days. A vest trset of country wes explored and opened up in
the process 0f the fir trede:- friendly relstions were estzblish-
ed with the Reu man, sné¢ his ssvege spirits somewhat tancd by
the reguler 1ife of the Compeny's posts. This gums up the con-
tribution of the Compeny 'Here Before Christ' to th: development
of the FHorth Test prior to 1812. It was & contribution not
unworthy in the pregnancy of its results, snd truly worthy of
our admirstion when we consider the hardihoou end courage which
such & mode 0f life demsnded.

‘11t wes with the pious snd philanthropic desire of intro-
ducing civilizetion into this wilderness' (2) thst Loréd Selkirk
esteblished his settlers on the grent of lsnd mede him in 1811 by
the Hudson§Basy Compseny. '“"he trect of lend thus set epert :
for the purposes of Agrieunlture and Civilization' ssys Ross
'extended in longitude from the sources of the llnnlpeg River to
the pleins of the Saskstchewan, and in lstitude from the sources
of the Assiniboine to the Internstionsl bﬂuadary' Here ot “ort
Dougles vas the zentre of whet 1life there vwes in Red River, snd
this veriteble ossis wes resched from Hudson Rey by the fur trsde
water route, was the terminus of the overlsnd Mail route from
Montrerel and wes sccessible to the ordinary treveller from the:
Cenesde's only by-wav of 5t. Penl snd Pembins. It reguired: s men
of Lord Selkirk's vision to reslize the strstesy of the position
from & nationsl stsndpoint; it reguired settlirs of the type
which he introduced to ¢evelop the potentielities which Selkirk

rightly believed to be lying 1 tent in the soil of Red River.

It will be our purpose in this thesis to trsce the steps by
which the Red River settlement 'geve the introduction from =
berbarous snd wandering life to hebits of order and cettled work!
(5) gnd &lso to treet 0¥ the arencies by which such heppy results
were effected - for sure it is thet the herd hesrtedness of the
Duke of ?uthe.lund in the eviction of these Selkirk 'ecroflers!
from Zhe estetes proverd to be the good fortune of this country,

(1) QCv. John VYWest wes the iirst snglicen missionsry. Eev.
ogeph KForbert Provencher, the first R.C. envoy in the
”orth iigst, (2) 'Red River Settlement?, by ilexsnfer
Ross. (3) . 101d Settlers of Red River'!, Bryce-Tronsuct-
lons of the Manitoba Historicel snd Scientific Society oo,
19.
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and In the long run, in the best interests of those evicted.

When the first group of settlers, Scoteh erofters and
Irishmen, arrived in August 1812, after = tedious ocean and
inland voyage at Red River, they were met by 2 band of srmed
Metis, who conducted them to Fort Daer or Pembina, where
subsequently they wintered for ¢ number of years. There is
no evidence that the Indisns openly contemptuous of their
early agricultural efforts were inveterately hostile to the
settlers, =nd twe Metis were inspired to their sction more by
a passionate devotion to the North West Compsny, then by any
inherent enmity against the emigrants. ¥rom the first,
the settlers (who by 1815 numbered some 280 souls), applied
themselves to the cultivation of the so0il and their early
failure in matters agricultursl may be credited to trials of
nature; the ravages of weeds znd birds, inexperience- North
West Company hostility, and the lack of any kind of implements,
or means by which the same might be constructed.

- The subtle opposition of the North West Company to the
whole Selkirk colonization scheme soon developed into active
hostility egainst the settlers. Miles K=ocdonell's well
intentioned proclamation in 1814, aiming to conserve the 'pemmican'
of the country for the use of tie settlers under the protection
of the H. B, Company, provided the necessary pretext for the
'Nor-Westers’'. By a process of petly annoyance, attempts
at seduction; by promises of farms snd homes in Canads, and
even by the use of their beloved Gzelic, they succeeded in
effecting almost the complete abandonment of the settlement by
the 'f£all' of 1815, With the spring of 1816, however, the
settlers returned with Governor Semple only to be plunged into the
historic tragedy of 'Seven Osks'and #riven from the land. Lord
Selkirk on the way to Red River, hearing of thls disaster,
seized on Fort William, the western headquarters of the North
West Compsny, and arriving in the colony with = regiment of
De Meuron mercenaries soon accomplished its re-establishment. Thus
ended the worst of the fur trade rivalry. Complete freedom
from the hostility of the 'Nor-Westers' wss not to be galned
until the union of the two Companies in 1821. The De ieuron
goldiers settled near Fort Douglas and scross the Red River st
the mouth of the Seine. They were of little permanent importance
to the colony which was well rid of them when they left for the
Mississippi after the flood of 1826. :

With the presence of Selkirk in Red River in 1817, there
took place the first real orgakization of his settlement. He
was thoroughly alive to the need of his settlers for permanent
homes, in which they would the more easily be induced to resist
the enticements of t:e buffalo hunt, =2nd would be content with
the more sure if more laborious means of livelihood to be Found
in the cultivation of the soil. Accordingly, he planted his
settlers on farms along the west banks of the Red River below
the'Fort'(1). Ezch lot fronted on the river

(1). The term here refers to Fort Douglss, but hereafter to
Port Garry.



was twenty chaine in length, in immediate proximity to its
neighbour, and extended back two miles to the road-— beyond
which there was & hay common and then limitlees rrairie, On
the east side of the river, the settler was entitled to timber
privileges. Thus were the early settlers, destitute of
everything save courage and heroic patience, established on
their own homesteade; and thus wae oreated & compact society.
Selkirk ordered a survey of the colony, which was finally

completed under Governor Bulger. He also negotiated a
treaty with the Indians, by which they surrendered their lands
for purposes of settlement. *In this treaty' says Ross

'we find the Saulteaux tribe mentioned first as if they had

the better claim to rriority, and the Crees last; whereas, the
fact is - the Saulteaux have no claim st all to the lands of

Red River veing aliens or intruders. The Creee and Assini-
boines are and have been since the memery of man the rightful
owners and inhabitants of this part of the country!. Hence,
the Saulteaux being partiss to the treaty against the wishes

of the cther tribes, trouble was bound to folilow. Further

the Saulteaux were the natural enemies of the Sioux, a marauding
band who abode further socuth in the neighbourhood of the border,
and whose later visite to the settlerment at times threatened it
with destruction. Whether or not, the Saulteaux were aliens in
Red River, it is clear that at the tire the treaty was concluded,
ahd for many yvears subssquently, they were resident in the colony,
and Pegowis their chieftain figures in the mosi kindly relations
with the Anglican misgionaries. Ross seems to have no very
high opinion of their Character, but with all their pride and
ignorance and their riotous indulgence in firs water, they were
not without their finer gualities including a native politeness;
Upon these qualities, ths wissionariss worked with good effect.

Ons of the wost compelling clauses in the 'prospectus! of
the colony which had come into the hande of the Selkirk emigrants,
while yet in Scotland, was ons which promised them a minister of
thelir own persuasion. An arrangemsnt wag made befors they ever
left their homeland with one - the Rev. Alexander Sage to come out
to Red River the following vear, when he would have mastered the
Gaelic dialect. Up to 1815, efforts to see this promise on
which they moet relied, fulfilled, had been fruitless, owing no
doubt to the absence of Lord Selkirk and to the fact that their
case was not pressed by the Covenor, Miles Macdonell, & Roman
Catholic. In that year, James Sutherland, an elder was
eppointed by the colony 'to baptize and marry‘t. He performed
Lis duties with Giligence and won the universal esteem of hie
flock, but none could take the place for them of an ordained
rinister of the Presbyterian Church. 'It is & subject! esays
Ross ' which has mixzed itself up with every acticn of their
lives in Red River!.

'As early as 1813%' writes F. H. Schofield, Y¥r. K. McRae
wae appointed to lock after their educational interests and he
was expected to organize a school for boys and another for girle
in the following year {(1).! The children were to be instructed

(1). The Story of Manitoba. Vol. 1. By F. H. Schofield.
See Bibliography.
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in Geelic 'snéd in the girls school needlework snd women's
accomplishments were to be tsught with rezding'. Thus

Lord Selkirk hed his plens, plans which were to be defezted by
the irresuler life perforce led by thc settlers durins the
first few yesrs in Assinibois. The distinctively 'Gselic!
cherscter of this project is to be noted . for the Scots leter
coupled with their demand for & minister, a ples for their

own schoolmaster.

At the end of five years of physicel suffering, dissppoint-
ment of hopes end spiritusl deprivsetion, the colonists were
not slow to urge their cuse to Lord Selkirk in 1817. He, in
reply, reiterested his promise of & minister of their owm
persugsion end set asife ZLots 3 &nd 4 in the Parish of 'Xildonan!
for & church snd school respectively. in esrly deéesth a Psu
in Prsnce in 1820, following the worries snd distresctions of
the 'mud of the law!, prevented the fii th Bsrl of Selkirk from
fulfilling the promises mefe to his settlers, snd cenied him
the Joy of seeing the wltimrte prosperity of his colony.

Complete religious tolerstion wes one of the cerdinsl
prineiples upon which Lord Selkirk undertook the work of
settlement. Ve heve recorded thet there was & considersble
admixture of Irishmen in the first contingent of settlers, &nd
it wes only the eccentricity of one 'Bourke! azn Irish priest
who wes sent bsck from York ¥sctory that prevented the sppeer-
ance of s Romen Cetholic priest in Red River st thet esrlr dete.
Ls it wes, Selkirk hed by no mesns relinquished the projeet, sand
it wes only the hluster of 'Irish heting £vld' at York Prctory
thet csused him to sbendon recruiting in Irelsnd, and to turn
his sttention to securing & priest from ZFrench Cancds.

Morice (1) stetes that st the time of the coming 0F ihe First
settlers, there were close on seven hundred souls of the Eomen
Catholic feaith in Red River comprising Metis or Bois Rrules,
and retired voyageurs of the North West Compsny, the latter of
whom but sweited the srrivel of missioneries of their own fsith
to meke Red River their home. The Metis were & turbulent
though dot & vicious lot, the offspring of the voyegeurs sngd
the nstive women. kngeged im the buflfelo hunt, they 'had ss
little respect for the prineiples of religion &s for the ussges
of civilized society' (2). These were the people none the
less, who under the sdroit snd powerful influence of the Romen
Catholic Church wore leter to be welded into 'The Uew Nation!
and to form the basis of the vigorous Prench 'minority' in

Meni tobe.

Miles Mecdonell while desf to the insistent clsmour of
the Scotch for a minister of the Presbyterien Church was not
g8low to urge the claims and needs of his ovn creed. As &
result, Pere Tebesu, commissioned by Bishop Ples§éSof “uebec
in 1816, to meke e tour of inspection in Red River, trevelled

(1). 'The Romsn Cetholic Church in Western Cansds! by f. G.
MOI‘i CG, O‘n.?r’go Ic

(2). 'Red Tiver “ettlement'. Alexander TosS.



as far as Lac La Pluie or Rainy Lake. Hearing of the Seven
Oaks affray, and careless of further investigation, he returned
to Montreal to discourage undertaking mission work in ‘Assini-
boiat. Lord Selkirk however was convinced of the indispensa=-
bility of religion as a bulwark of civilized society. Before
he left the colony in 1817, he secured the signatures of quite

8 large number of French Canadians and half-breeds, to a petition
to the Bishop of Quebec asking for a missionary for these
territories.

Mme. Lajimonerie, one of the first white women in the west
and wifes of a voyageur, records the intense joy with which the
first two R. C. missionariees, Joseph Norbert Provencher and
Severe Du Moulin were welcomed at Red River in the spring of 1818.
At Montreal they had been enthusiastically dispatched by Lord and
Lady Selkirk and by the Earl had besn granted a Sbigneury 5 X 4
miles at the mouth of the River Seine. Here was established
the first Roman Catholic parish in the North West. It was
named 'St. Bonifacet!, after the German Saint, in honour of the
De Meurons who together with forty Freuch Cunauian families
(who accompanied the priestg), some retired voyageure and some
Metis formec the first Roman Catbholic flock in Red River.

1820, & church and mission housec were erected on the site of St.
Boniface Cathedral. Armed with directiocns 1o 'watch with a
jealous eye over the instruction of the youth' a school was soon
in cperation. In Provencher's correspondence to his superior
in Quebec, there is ezrly mention of his need of 'esisters'! to
agsist him in hie work with the young. In 1823, Seneczl, =
Canadian, and Chenier, a Metis, hed completed the elementary and
were ready to go forward to a collegiate course in 'St. Boniface
College’. Raised to the episccorate as Bishop of Juliopolis!
in partibus infidelium' in 1822, Provencher had by 1%26, inaugur-
ated the whole missicnary and educational policy of the Church of
Rome in Western Canads.

Du Moulin soon took up his abods at Pembina amongst the
buffalo hunters, where with the assistance ‘of one or two lay
brothers, he contrived to cdo excellent missionary and educational
work. In 1822, it was found that Pembina was in American
territory, and the nost had to be avandoned. The Roman Catholie
priests did much to see the 'Metis' geitled on 'White Horse
Plains' on the Assiniboine and here by 1424 was created the
second Roman Catholic parish, St. Francois Xavier.

The chagrin of the Scotch settlers at the arrival cof the
Roman Catholic priests wae aggravated by the loss of Mr. Suther--
land in the fall of the same ysar. Available evidence showe that
that highly esteem=d elder was forcibly carrisd off to Canada by
the North West Covpanv as a further act of opposition to the
gettlement.,

In October of 1820, an svent of parallel signifigance to that
of the arrival of the first Rowan Cathollc priests occurred-namely
the appearance in the colony as Chaplain to the Hudson's Bay Co.,
of the Rev. John West - the first Protestant ordained minister to
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set foot west of the Red River. Enthusiasm on the p=rt of
the Scotch over his arrival was not to be expected, =nd they
were perhsps not far wrong in their speculations that his
introduction hzd been brought about by the representations of
Governor Semple %0 the HudsorSB-y Company's Directors in
London. There is evidence, certainly, that Semple was not
a little depressed over the absence of both Church and School
in this great wilderness, znd the appointee of the Compsny to
such a position =& that held by KEr. West, would, in the
naturzl course of events be a member of the 'Established
Church'. ‘

Romzn Catholicism came t0 this new western land from
older Cansda, Presbyterianism at s much later date from the
same source, but with the arriving of Joun Vest the blessings
of the Church of England flowed into the life of Cansada by a
new stream direct from the fountain head of British Christianity.
Fort Douglas served as z place of Anglican worship until the
erection of Fort Garry, which in turn was used until the cpening
of the first 'mission' establishment in the f211 of 182%. Mr.,
Geo. Harbidge a school muster who =ccompanied #est, took up his
residence in a renovated log house amongst the Scotch where 'he
began teaching from twenty to thirty children'.

On his incoming journey, John West h:@ stayed some time

et York Pactory and Norwey House. During his residence in
the county, he visited & number of the Compeny's posts including
Brandon House and Qu'Appelle on the Assiniboine. At these

points, in addition to holding services =snd giving imstruction

he "brought order ond sanctity into their socisl life by the
ministering of the szcred rites of baptism and marrisge'.(1)Ee
also visited rembina, where some of the 'Swiss'{2) were wintering
with the 'freemen' of the ploins for he was mindful of his office
8 minister to the whole European population.

In the autumn of 1821 largely throug% the influsnce of ¥r,
West, the Church Missionsry Society commifted itself to the vast
project of the evangelization of the native tribes of the North
West. The new arrangement became operative in October of 18:22.
Mr. West was thenceforward Chaplain to the Compuny =nd C.H.2.
missionary té the Indians. Harbidge too becmme sn employee of
the Co Iro :‘o

When John West left Red River in the spring of the follow-
ing year, as it proved never to return, he had sown the seed of
the whole subseguent missionary and educational policy of the
Church of England in the Iorth west. His '"mission' establish-
ment, locsted near, not on the spot where St. John's Cathedrsl
now stands, included a residence for Bzrbidge (whom he left in
full charge of the school), boarding accommodation For Indizn

(1). ' John West :nd His Red River MMission'. 3Bertal Heeney.

(2). 'Settlers from Csntons of Switzerland'. (1821).
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boys und girls, a dey school for the children of H. B. @ompany's
officers and of the settlers, =nd a depository for the British

and Foreign Bible Soclety from which Bibles were freely distributed.
From the spire of the first church west of the Red River, a church
bell announcel the dawn of Christianity in this benighted lands

Nor were more practical concerns neglected. The native children
toiled happily in plots of ground set aside for the purpose, and

a '"farm' was operated to Supply the needs of the mission.

Thus was commenced the first school- the germ of all subsequent
parish schools in Protestant Rea River, and morse indirectly of

the first institution of 'higher' learning from which sprang St.
John's College. The whole principle of the settlement and
civilization of the natives, wherever possible, before attempts

at evangelization, h:d been established. But of greatest signi-~
figance the C. M. S. had undertaken the work of religion gnd
education which it was to carry on, almost single hsnded among ¢

Indians and settlers alike until 1849,

After the loss of Sutherland the Scoteh renewed their agitation
for a minister. Alex. Macdonell, Governor of the colony and a
Papist, turned s deaf esr to their pleas, while Pritcharad,
Selkirk's agent, un Anglican, was egually uninterested in their
grievance. 4 letter sent to the Rev. John Urcuhart, Rosshire,
Scotland, met with no response, snd for many years, the Selkirk
settlers were forced to content themselves with Anglican ministra-
tions. :

West was succeeded by the Rev. D. T. Jones, who in 18z4,
erected 2 church on 'Image Plain' some miles north of West's
structure, later known -s St. Paul's or Middle Church. Here he
minigtered to the Secoteh =zna by them wus preferred to John Jest,
beczuse of his less strict adherence to Anglicen ritual. Thus wes
created the second Anglicen parish. In 1825 came the great
missionsry and builder of c¢hurches, Rev. ™m, Cochran.

In 1821, the foolhardiness of Selkirk's Agent efiected the
introduction of settlers from the Cantons of Switzerland. They
were for the most part artisans, mechanics sng pastry cooks, and
resembled the De Meurons with whom they intermarried in one respect
at least; their common ignorance of husbandry. They too left the
¢olony after the flood of 1826. Mention is mede of them here '
together with the De HMeurons, not merely because of colour and
romsnce which they may be conceded to have lent %o early deys in
Red River, but becsuse & sufficient remnant of then remained to add
to the cosmopolitan nature of the colony, which by 1830 numbered
some fifteen hundred souls of varied nationality.

Lord Selkirk's hope that his settlers would produce s sufficient

guantity of the fruits of agriculture for their own use =znd that of
all the Company's posts was doomed for a time to disspvointment.
No sooner was the worst of the North West Company's hostility over a
and the settlers established on their own farms, than fierce plagues
of grasshoppers in 1818 =na '19 wrought havoo. By the beginning
of 1820, the last of their British seed wheat was gone, and they
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dispatched a party of men on snow-shoes to 'prairie de Chien'

a distance of five hundred miles to purchuse American whest,

‘The crop sown late, yielded feir returns, but it was not until
1824 that a really satisfactory harvest was garnered. 'The
Hsyfield Experimental farm' esteblished by Lord Selkirk's agent
Pritchard before the union of the two Companies, collapsed in
1822, as the result of foolish and extravagant menagement. It

was the forerumner of a series of such undertakings which suffered
a similar fate. The subsequent history of Manitoba, however,
has vindicated Lord Selkirk's faith in the Experimental farm.

In 1822 was launched the Buffalo Wool Co., which contrived for a
time tc lure meny eway from agriculture, but ended in one worth
while result., It =0 stimulated the circulation of money that
three hundred head of cattle introduced s an Americsn speculation
were at cnce snapped up. 4 further =ddition to the live stock
of the colony took place in 1825 and cattle now roamed over plains
where previously the buffalo had reigned in undisputed possession.

By 1824 primitive implements were in generzl use in Red
River. Home mede plows were produced at a considerable cost;
sutting was done with = sickle and threshing with a flail. The
hond stome or Tquern' had been suceesded by the two horse tread-
‘mill spd in 1825 we find record of the first windmill in the
country.  4After 1822, the colony, under Governor Bulger,began
for the first 4ime to exhibit some order and system and in the
agricultural community the 'huts' referred to by Nr. West were in
many csses replaced by more substantlal siructures.

_ The year 1826 marks guite definitely the close of the
first period in the history of Red Elver life snd the beginning

of o new era, In that spring oscurred the great flood, for
a time 'scomplete extinguisher', but as 1t later appeared a
real blessing to the settlement. Red River was purged of its

numen dross on the departure of the Swiss and De Meurons, and
through the tenacity of the Scotch went forwsrd to prosperity.

A compact soeciety had becn formed; the worth of Red River as an
asgricultursl country hald been discovered; schools and churches had
"been established and marrisge wis an lastitution of the land. In
this remote and little kmown part of the world there met, to
gsenerute again, the two races distinctive of the nstional

growth of Canndn. At the very outset the pecullier interest of
Red River history is revesalsd. That interest is intensified
when one realizes, that with the passing ol Selkirk's influence,
the settlement entered on an era of complete isolation; cut off
from Cnnada until the great immigration of the euariy sixties.
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'LIFE AND LETTERS IN RED RIVER'.

1812 ~ '63.

CHAPTER 11l. (1826 - '49).

With the sbandonment of Pembina in 1822 there began the
process of segregation of the two podulations in Red River.
It was in its essence religious and racial, but it will be
an aid to the lmagination to keep in mind the rough geographical
division which existed as well as the general distinetion of
ocagupetion.

For a period after the flood 'all classes znd sects banded
together for mutual support!'. After 1830, however, Fort
Garry may be regarded as at once the common centre and the
divisional point of the two communities. Below the 'Forks'
chiefly gf the western banks of the Red, and extending through
the parises of Kildonan, Middle Church asnd St. Andrew's, lay the
Protestant sector. The Roman Catholic sector on the other hand
occupied the upper banks of the Red, chiefly on the east side,
with hesdgusrters at St. Boniface. Another large settlement on
the Assiniboine at '"White Horse Plains' provided 2 rallying poiny
for the devotees of the chause and was later presided over by
Cuthbert Grant as "Warden of the Plains'(l). 0f necessity,
the economic and to some extent the social 1life of the two
communities was ihter-dependent. With this feet in mind,
however, it will, I trust,be found advantageous to trace the
life of the two groups separately. In so doing, the points
of contact between the two will be sufficiently indicated,
confusion obviated, snd the distinctive features of each
rendered the more conspicuous. *

1. THE PROTESTANT COMIMUNITY.

(=) POPULATEDON. The main part of the Protestant population
included the original Selkirk settlers dwelling chiefly in the
neighbourhood of the“¥iddle’ Church, snd the Orkney men or retired
officers of the K. B. Company, & growing body who came to occupy
all the surveyed portion of the settlement down to the 'Grand
Rapids'. On the union in 1821, a large number of thre
officers of both Companies retired! many of them came to

Red River, having heard thst churches and schools were
established here, and brought with them their native wives and
half-breed families. 0f such as these were the Orkney-men.
Intermingled with them were the English speaking half-breeds and
8 few 'foreign' families. Unlike their turbulent brethren

(1), Cuthbert Grant a Wetis was appointed by the Council of
Assinabois on its creation in 1835.
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across the river, the English hslf-breeds took readily to
agriculture. Estranged, however, by the haughty demeanour

of the officers of the Compeny end not over enamoured of

the Scotch, they luter joined the letés in the agitation for
Pree Trade. In 1847, Isbister, one of their number sent

a petition to the (ueen asking for z mdre 'popular' mode of
government in Red River. Their disafiection, however, was
mever deep-rooted, z=nd they consistently sppear as a steady and
relizble element of the population. They were willing
disciples of the Anglican faith.

In 1842, the farming community received s welcome but
otherwise insignificant additicn in the erriyzl of twenty
families of Lincolnshire farmers. The one, &ad"
who succeeded Col. Crofton's troops in 1848, under Col. Culdwell
were generally regarded as a second edition of the De Meurons.
Although given grants of lznd, there is nc evidence that they
made =ny very important contribution to the life of 'aAssiniboia!

oy

either zs farmers or in any other capacity.

From Indien troubles the colony was comparatively free.
This happy circumstance was due, at least in part, to the
salutary influence of Cochran's Indian Settlement of which we
shall hear more elsewheres. Some of the Saulteaux remained
vagrant snnoying the settlers by contempt, deceit and drunkenness, -
as well as by their hostile relstions with the Crees. In the
period 1840~'44, the peace of the settlement was somewhat rudely
disturbed and ite safety threatened by a series of guerilla
enga9ements between the Saulteaux and the Sioux. The former
wereY joined by many of the hglf-breeds.

There remsins but to note those in Protestant Red River
who did not follow agriculture. These included the sctive
officers of the H. B. Compsny, clergy, teaqpers and public
officials; the mention of whom indicates their occupation.

One other important class emerged after 1834, in which year the
Company by the introduction of currency, commuted the credit
system in its stores bringing much suffering to the poorer
setilers. At the same time, it encouraged importation in its
own boats, so that every msn who could muster = few shillings
became sn importer. The first panic subsiding, there remained
a class of 'petty' merchants who by extending credit, for =
tine exceeded the sales of the Company stores. By 184S, how-
ever, the credif syster was everywhere sbandoned and we learn
that in that year, there were several merchants in the colony
'doing well on the cash basis’.

{b) DOMESTIC AND SOCIAL TIFE.

Immedintely following the flood in Red River, the number
of houses of s more substantiasl =nd commodious nature increased
rapidly. By 1830, there were two hundred and four houses, and

288 Forty 'Pensioners'
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by the end of the period under discussion, some Seven hundred
and forty-five homes. With the construction of Lower Fort

- @arry in 1833, stone came into more general use in the erection

of public buildings, churches, etc. The majority of private
dwellings, however, were of log of frame construction, usuzlly
one storey in height =nd whitewashed. For a long time,
parchment took the place of glass &8s & window material, and the
chinks in the wslls reguired constant sttention, but in spite
of such primitive conditions, all alike were warm and neatly
arrznged.

Protestant Red River 'mever became independent of the

splendid necessity for contiguous toil'{l}). It was, however,
a genuinely comfortable community. Lach small homestead

could boasi good outhouses, 'barus teeming with grain and

stables with cattlel. “here was too, no doubt, a satlsfuction

in the knowledge thut 'all they had wss thelr own - for there
were no landlordg nor dues of other kind to c¢hurch or state'(2).

" By 1851, mogt of the farmers' wives had commenced spimming =nd

domestic life was grestly improved. Indeed the little
Protestant setilement must have presented something of the
appesrsnce of life and industry for which John West had sighed.
S0 rapidly did the spinning wheel take 1ts place amongst them
4hat in a tour of the colony ia 1837, Ross records:- 'most of
the settlers were clothed in garments oFf their own manufsciure.'

" There were no trsdesmen nor skilled artisans in Red River et

this period, or indeed for many years subseqguently. Con-
seguently, the resourcefulness of tThe setiler was S0 developed
that he became -the suthor of everytihing from 'a horseshoe to a
windmill®. fhe characteristic economy and industry of the
Protestant settlers was nowhere more in evidence than at the
Middle Church, 'where' says Ross, fthe people surpass in
comfort those of the ssme class im other countries'. Rich in
food snd clothing all of them have suved more Or less money"' .
Soms of the wealfhier of the Scotch settlers migrated to the
United States in 1843, weary of tze turbulence and fearful of
the viclence of the lMetis. Rogs goes on to describe 'ihe
profusion within doors and without' the children 'well clothed
and in good health','whoprovide a striking contrast to the
Canadisn and half-breed children up the river'. 'Here too',
he adds, 'every man winds his own business and every womsan
stays in her own kitchen'. There was Little real povertiy,
"though some sge ~nd improvidencs'.

The character znd life of the settlers is revealed by

their rules of self government. Locks were unknown. Ko
legal documents nor contrzets of any kind were used and a man's
word was as good as his boud. In 1830, the first code of laws

in Red River provided in part that 'settlers are allowed to
fire at horse thieves', no losded vehicle might pass on the
'Sabbath Day', no menure was to be thrown into the River and

(1). R. G. ¥aebeth, 'Romance of Western Canada'. See Biblio-
graphy.

(2). F. H. Schofield-'Story of Msnitoba'-Vole. 1. Chap. 2X1
(soei=l lLiife!'. .
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there must be 'no conjuring over sick persons’', Thus they

had their laws for mutusl protection and improvement. We have
observed the compact farm system in the colony. The result
was a practical communism and the farmers throughout were

a 'law unto themselves'. A date was set before which no man
might cut hay in the common. Once sutting was under way, a
swathe protected each farmer's rreserves from the encroachments
of his neighbours.

Under Governor Simpson, there was instituted temporary
machinery of government, consisting of magistrates and constables
chosen from among the people, who served in this capacity on
Texira time' duty. This in turn was superseded by the Council
of Assinsboiaz in 1835. To it the main body of the Protestant
settlers yielded a lgyal submission 'and backed and strengthened

{1L). Hor did the passing of 'Solomonic'
methods of justice =nd the introduction of a more stricetly legal
system under Adsm Thom in 1839, change their law abiding state of
mind.,

Hospitality in Red River was unbounded. . The obsence of
public houses made it g duty as well as pleasure. It was too a
product of the isolation of the community and the warm socisl
nature of the inhaebitants. With the latch string always henging
out no one, not excluding the roving Indian, was at a loss for &
winter camp at any hour of day or night. - During the long
winter evenings, Celtic imagination found full scope in the recita-
tion of stories of sdventure and ancestrsl tsles before the open
fire or round the 01d kitchen stove where burned the spruce and
voplsar logs rafted down from the 'Upper Red' during the previous
SUMMET . The Orkney-men, of similar extraction anad tempersment to
the Scoteh, found the latter's company very congenial snd inter-
chenge of visits w:e constent snd cordisal. One can picture little
groups of these retired H. B. Company's men and sturdy Selkirk
Crofters, enjoying to the full the 'social pipe' and recounting in
turn thrilling snatches of exploration or of the chase, or the
heroic details of the ezrly struggles of the Selkirk men in this
Western wilderness.

Home 1life, particulsrly smong the 'Selkirk' settlers was
'strong, simplg znd pure'. Indeed the Scotch consecration of the
whole sweep of life cannot be overemphasized in considerstion of its
beneficial results. The efforts of Church, school ahd consistent
family worship combined %o achieve Selkirk's high ideals of home
life, education =nd religion. 'Little by little their sociz=1 1life
grew and took form until there were in Red River =11 the essential
elements of contentment and happimess'(2}.

,.\

The consideration of certain locsl pastimes and customs
revesl one of those points of contact between ithe French and
Europesn communities to which we referred. It required the
rigour of Scotch parental conirol to prevent their children from
an admiring imitation of the little Xetis. The blue Cspote and

(1)« Ross- 'Red River Settlement'. (2}. The Story of Manitoba- |
Vel. 1. By F. H. Schofield. Chsupter XX1. 'Socisl Life'.
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red belt typical of the voyageur and the plainsmen was soon
adopted by many of the Europeans while the 'sine qua non' of
winter enjoyment was a horse and a cariole. *Carioling?® says
Ross 'ie a pastime as harmless as it is amusing'. None the
less he is not a little indignant at the indecorous behaviour

of the Protestant youth, who race one another to Church, and
enter with whip in hand and pipe visible in their pocketis.

On the return journey they caused pedestrians no little incon-
venience hy their fierce and careless driving. The church
yard iteelf 'presented the appearance of a fair-ground'! for
being the weekly place of meeting it soon became the centre of
news and gossip. Carioling and driving parties were the

chief sporte of winter. The industry of summer on the other
hand which precluded such frivolity was robbed of drudgery by
fine fellowship and a epirit of co=-operation, moet conspicuous
in haying season. The long summer evenings were wiled away in
a game of ball paradoxically enough called 'bat'. Another
pastime demanding both skill and energy was the Red River jig
performed to the strains of the alluring fiddls.

Weddings and funerals in Red River were alike occasions
for feasting. In the case of the former, the guests were
invited by perscnal solicitation on the part of the bride's
father. The ceremony over, and one more link forged in the
ever extending chain of kinship, the usual wedding breakfast
was the order of the day. The event wze concluded the
following Sunday by the official ¥kirking'! at the parish church.
The abeence of a feast at a funeral was a mark of extremely
‘*bad form', if not of actual disrespect to the nemory of the
departed. The funeral service over, the feasting began
accompanied by much gossip and not a little merriment.

There were twoe holidays of universal importance in Red

River. The 'day of days! was New Year's. All the men
including the Indians started early in the morning on a long
round of calls. At each point of call, refreshments were

served and the climax was reached at the Fort, where the Hudson
‘Bay officere, joined in the fun and a great 'ball' was held.

Here Blue Capote and Beaver hat met in rooms with papered walls
and carpeted floors. The twenty=fourth of May was another

day of celebration, featured by horse~racing from the Fort down
what is now 'Main' street. Scarcely necessary to add that the
furious driving of the young Metis wusually claimed the prize.

A unique 1life, that lived in Red River three guarters
of a century ago, and not without its attractions.

(¢) AGRICULTURE,

The history of the windmill in Red River is a striking
indication of the diverse interests of the two groups in the
population. With the introduction of Logan's mill in 1825, it
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soon became = famillar feature of the landscape. Thos. Simpson
tells us th:t 'of fifteen wind snd three water mills all but two
belong to the Protestant community which constitutes but two
fifths of the entire population'(l).

It must be kept in mind that during the period 1821-'34, the
colony was nominally under the control of tue Douglas family.
The intense personal interest of CSelkirk wss gone, The H. B
Company was bent on safeguarding its monopoly. The projects
sponsored by the Compzany therefore during that period show
neither good executive ability, nor any real desire to help
forward the cause of settlement, but rather zn attempt to so
circumscribe and direct the asctivities of the colony that it
retain a place subordinate to the Fur Trade. This pericd is
marked by a series of ill-mmnaged exreriments, agricultursl
and industrial. 0f the first two of these, we have alresdy
hearda(z). The next was an Experimental farm vprojected by
Governor Simpson to experiment in wheat growing, mixed farming
and the production of flax =nd hemp. After six years, it
collapsed at a loss of thirty-five hundred pounds; resulting
in one real benefit to the settlement, the introduction of s
stallion which much improved the breed of horses. The third
and last of these experimental farms Znown =5 'the taree unforitu-
nate sisters' wss the undertaking in 18Z8 of one Msrcus Cary
s theorist on the Council of tssinabois. . During the ten years
of its pitiful existence it Ald no more thsn supply the Zovernor's
tea table with milk and was at length sbandoned at s loss of ten
thousand dollars. Scotch shrewdness too saved the colony from
the expenge of =ncther riotous -scheme - the 'Assiniboine Wool Co.!
The idea was B import sheer in great numbers even until the
plains groaned beneath thelr weight, but the time huving arrived
to launch the venture the eanny Scots refused to advance the
requlisite capital. The Governor next conceived the idea of a
'#lax and Hemp' Co. Premiuwms were offered for the production
of these two crops which it was found would.grow in profusion e
in Red River. Instead of building up the essential export trade,
however, the promised award was mnde for the finest specimens o
which were then left to rot on the ground. The futility of
this type of venture was finally made apparent on the failure of
& sheev speculation fathered by 3Jovernor Simpson. Two men were
dispatched to Zenftucky to buy sheep. Disagreeing over the price
demanded by that State they finally made their purchsse of fourteen
hundred head of sheeyn in Missouri. Only 250 out of the 1400
head ever arrived in the settlement.

Appearently. the Hudson Bay Uompsny was unzble to rely upon
the settlers for its supplies wntil 1851, for in that year,
Governor Simpson dscided to discontinue the importation of wheat
and dairy products. The result was = flood of the merket, a
drop in prices, and as s congeguence of indiscriminzte buying

(1). Life ~nd travels of Thomas Simpson. By Llex. Simpson. See

Bibliography. F.3.Tetter writien in 1831.

{(2). The Hayfield Experimental faorm snd the Buffelo ool Co.
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from local furmers, poor products and flerce protests from
the X. B. posts. The Goveror =zecordingly determined to buy
up 21l the wheat in the colony and mill it himself, renting
the settlers' mills for the purpose. Little improvement
was thus effected. Feiling @ suitable store-house, the
grain was packed eight feet deep in 2 small structure, where
moisture, mice and 'pemmican' as s leaven contrived to mske
it offensive to the nose let alone the palate. The same
wes true with regard to butter and cheese.

With the establishment of the Council of Assinsboia in
1835, = policy of excessive pzternalism on thce psrt of the
H. B. Compeny succeeded thut of 'meking ths best of & bad
bargain' in its relations with the settlement. 7The settlers
continued doggzedly on their way. They 4id not cultivate
large p=tches of land chiefly because of the absence of an
outside merket. It was their practice too to subdivide
their farms to accommodate married sons snd their families,
and at no time waz farm labor plentiful for many 'servants'’
were enticed away in the spring by the lure of the Buffsalo
Hunt.

Those Simpson observed in Red River abundant live stock
and greins of =11 kinds,'staple' vegetsbles ani the land
cultivzted 'cne guarter to one half mile back from the river!.
Beyond the¢ hay common, on the limitless prairies, there roamed
horses of = fine breed,(much in demand amongst the hunters,
catile, swine, oxen and gheep. Sixthoussnd scres were under
cultivation according to the census of 1849. Bach settler
sold to the one and only market the H. 3. Compsny, eight
bushels of grain per annum. Agriculture had developed thus
far only through the industry of the settlers. Its proaress
alone during the period we have examined, would be & sufficient
indication that :- thenceforward Fur Trade 'must decrease!
'settlement must increase', : h

{3} ELIGION AND EDUCATICH.

The measure of material prosperity achieved in Frotesiant
Red River by 1849 was achieved only by force of character,
and the char:scter of the settlers in turn found the springs of
its origin in their religion. The church too, ss we shall
find waes the 'source of all blessings'-~ the author of
educstional =nd culturzl advance, Her servants were men of
strong persorality and of powerful influence in the social
and political life of the communit: . In the absence of
any officisl system of Government or lsw up to 1835, the
contribution o% religion in holding society together was
rendered the more conspicuous. Indeed, = comprehensive view
of the actuzl undertakings of the church, and =n understend ing



-17-

ol the religious nature of the people, is essential to a
correct interpretstion of Red River 1life.

. In the very n . ture of thihgs the congregations bot:k at
St. John's’snd at the 4iddle Church were largely composed

of the JSelkirk settlers, snd tue Anglican elergy found it
wise to maske certaln concessions %o the 'Presbyterizns'in the
matter of extempore prayer and the like. In 1827 the Rev.
¥r. Jones recorded, somewhat injudiciously, in the 'Christian
Register', his preference for the Orkney-men and even for the
Eaglish spesking half-breeds over the Scoteh. The fires

of resentment again burst into flsme and the Seoteh replied
by a strongly worded petition concerning their grievance to
the Hudsow$3:y authorities in london. Their convietion that
the Anglican c¢lergy, chaplains to the Compsny were 'hand in
glove! with the officisl party was not = little deepened when
Jores took uron himself, st York Puotory to substitute for
their document s counter petition of his own. It recguired all
the tact and indulgence which Jones ana Cochren could commsnd
to win them back even to formal zlleglance to Anglican ritual.

Historizns of the 'Selkirk' settlers are one in their
eulogy of the pioneerwork of the Church of Encland in Red
River, =nd there is every evidence that harmonious relesticns
between inglicans and the Scotoh were %hs rule rather then
the exception. The Presbyterisns, however, could never
entirely reconcile themselves to the inglican ritusl =nd in
1835, on the zrrivsl of Goveraor Christle, the cuestion of
their own winleter zgsin came into prominence. Once sgszin,
their efforts were in vain, =nd sbout 1845, they instituted
& further very vigorous agitation for z minister of their
own persuasion, coupling with that demand, = plea for =
schoclmszster. '

They were doubtless stirred to action by the presence of
newly errived Anglican clergy who woulad feign hsve returned
to the striet ritusl of the Church from which Cochran and
Jones hud sllowed some latitude. The 'higher' school in
Fretestant Red River too was recerved almost exclusively
'for gentlemen sonas =nd daughters’o’ the H. B. Compznyls
officers. the ordinery parochial schools on the other hand
did not provide the stsnderd of instruetion th-t Scotch pride
desired, nor fthet Scoteh means could command. Neither dia
they setisfy the distinetly denominstionsl zeplrations of the
Selkirk settlers. Petitions to the London Committee,
urging Lord Selkirk's promises as 40 o minister mei with the
emrhatlic reply that +the Hudsow's3ay Company recognized no
recponsibility in the matter ana only made s grant to the
Anglican missionaries because of the latter's work among the
Ingians. /n appesl wes then mede to the Free Church of
Scotland and three ysars lster a reply wzs received from the
Rev. John Bonar assucling them that he was still on the look out
for a suitable man. By 1849, the whole matter had been turned
over to Dr. Burns of the Presbyterian Church in Cansds.
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The third psrish in Protestent Red River wss the work
of the tireless Mr. Cochrzn, who conceived the ides of planting
& church et 'Grsnd Repids', some miles below 'St. Paul's! ss
& rellyios point for setilement. By 1831, there wss estsblish-
ed 's church, s school nd & parsonage’. The inhsbitents
were gt first mostly helf-breeds. Mr. Cochren entered in
the most intimete wey into every phese of the life of the
people. He encoursged industry snd husbandry snd geve four
days & week to instruction in the school. Within two yeers,
his congregetion had grown from thirty-one to threz hundred.

The next prscticel step in the szlvetion of the Red men
wes ineungureted in 1832, when after prolonged nerotisztion with
Pegowisg, -chief of the Sgultesux tribe, Cochren undertook to
esteblish en Indian settlement. The site chosen wes Hetley
Creck on the 288t side of the Red sbout fifteen miles below
the 'Repids!'. The Indians hed shown g friendly interest in
the settlement at St. Andrew's and beginning with three FTemilies,
Cochren, sided by Cook, a heli-breed interpreter and school
mester, soon induced a large number of the natives to settle.

By 1836 the work was well under way. The greest missionery
esteblished a school of industry, where Indisn girls msde their
owvn clothes e&nd lesrned to know their God. Indefetigedbly

he lebored to wesn the Indisns from s vegrant 1life to 'hebits

of order and settled work!. It wes no smell tribute to the

C. M« 5. who made the work possible end to Mr. Cochren thst

when Bishop Hountasin visited Red River in 1844, he found the
Inéien settlement in & flourishing condition &«nd Bishop Anderson
in 1849 recorded thet 's grester amount of good has been
eccomplished then I believed possible’.

In 1844, Bishop Geo. Jehoshaphset fountrin of Quebec performed
the first Protestent Tpiscopsl 2ets west of the Grest Lskes,
confirming 846 persons znd ordeinine two clercy. Cochrsn's
invelusble work in Red River was recognized in 1839 by & rrent
of one hundre’ pounde from the Council of Aswinibois. His
parish et 'St. Andrew's' hsd grown rapidly, end by 1845 there
were some one thoussnd settlers, scattered over & spasce of
twelve miles within its borders. Cochrsn now led in the
construction of & new church. It was completed in 1849 end
stends on the besnks of the Red to-dey, @ monument to his lebours.

About this time the . e S. in finsneiel distress threstened
withdrswsl from its work in Ruperts Lsnd, snd was only ¢eterred
from so doing by the stirring sppeels of its repres ntstives in
Red River - These pleecs were stronsly endorsed by Pishop Mountsin
who glso pleyred no smell pert in bringing sbout the eppointment
of the first Rishop oF Ruperts Lend.

In 1847, Cochr:n succeeded the Reve. John Meillum &s
4.
L

Incumbent of the 'Upper' Church (1). He built durins this

(1) #r. Lest's Church - 3t. Joha's of to-dry.
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The reader will have observed the contributions made by
the H. B. Compsny to the cause of religion and education in
the Protestant community, both before and after the creation
of the Council of Assinibolia. In 1832, the Council of the
Forthern Department of Rupertsland confirmed & grant mads
by Sir George Simpson 'to the building of a Protestant Church
in Red River'. Simpson himself made & personal gift of
thirty pounds = year to the Red River Acsdemy and seeme to have
been enthusiastie in the cause. The main burden, however,
was borne by the C. ¥. S. whieh was responsible for 415%
of the educational and religious expenses, the remsinder being
supplied by the Company and by such as could afford to pay
fifteen shillings = year for sending their c¢hildren to the
parochial schools snd were willing to do so.

Yhen the Rt. Revd. David Anderson first bishop ¢f Ruperts
Loand arrived in Red River in 1849, he found that from the seed
of Mr., West's school had developed the first 'school system!'
in ianitoba;unday schools in each p-rish were doing excellent
work. One 'higher' acadeny provided a good sound business
education and gave instructions in mathemstics and classics,
and 10 the young ladies in music and drswing. The Red River
Academy had produced some excellent scholars. Further the
tradition of s college school had been established and hopes
excited later ® be realized in {t. John's College. From
that first little wooden siructure on the Zildonan site four
Angiican churches of more enduring stuff had sprung. Pinally,
Tord felkirk's ideal of the diffusion of the finer elements of
our civilization among 1he natives of these westiern wilds hsad
received its most concrete cxpression in the success of the
Rev. wWilliam Coekren’e Indien settlement at '2t. Feter's'.

1l. ROMAN CATHOLIC RED EIVIR. .

(8) THE Hum,

To the Roman Catholic element in Red River ‘hunting was
&8 the breath of their nostrils'!, &y much their habitusl mode
of life as wos ferming in the Protestant community. Indeed
the buifalo hunt was for many years at once the most uniqgue
and the most common feature of Red River nLife. When the
farms falled, the products of the chase were in demand and vice
versa, =ud 'Pemmican' the by product of the buffalo meat was
for long years a staple article of diet in the colony (1).

Few visitors of importance to 'Assiniboia', scientists,
literary men or members of the nobility, but accompanied the
vlainsmen on one of their seml-annual excursions, and we have
already noted the attraction which the 'chase! held for the
servants in the farming community. KEven the settlers them-

{(1). 'Pemmican' and H. B. Co. aid saved the settlers from
starvation in the early days, i.e. prior to 'Z6.
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selves were at tiues induced to take part, and certainly the
departure of the hunters in the Spring and their return in the
autumn was a cause of no little disturbance at these critical
seasons in the sgricultural calendsr.

The 'hunt' was not conducted without order or restraint.
A Rom=n Catholic priest usuzlly accompznied the 'freemen'. A
Headman or President supported by a sort of cabinet enforced
the laws of the chase, including such rulings as 'Ho buffalo
shell be run on the Szbbath Day'! and exacted severe penslties
for their violation.

On these expeditions the hunter was usually accompanied
by his wife und family. They proceeded generally in =
southerly or ooubh vwesterly direaction over the pralrles to the
hunting ground, sometines at as great 2 distance as two hundred
miles. The whole settlement is soon apprised of their
departure by the creeking of the long line of Red River carts.
The function of the women is to skin tiss animal, eut up the
meat and make 'Pemmican'. = Arrived 2t the scene of saction,
the hunter wmounts a plzin horse tightly girthed in Mexican style,
seeks out the herd on one of the treeless plains thirty or forty

«

miles in extent and zpproaching guletly, puts spurs to his horse

and soon OVGTchea the furious fugitives. A powder flask at
his belt and severzl bullets in his mouth, he firessyrarely failing
to hit in front of the flank and to lay low his vietim. He goes

on to do likewise to six or eight buffselo and then reiraces his
steps and ¢laims his own bootly 9enerallw without dispute,so keen
is the eye of the child of the prairiel The cawmp moves forward
and +the women 4o thelr part. 8o it continues for msny 4dsys
until 'the heul? ig deemed sufficiently great when Esstern
cavzlesde returns with skin -nd '"Pemmic an' to simple homes.

(b)  DOVESTIC AND sociaLn.LIf \

eS|

There was one claoss in the Roman Catholic community whieh,
at all evenis, avowed the purswudt of husbundry This class
included those of pure French Cansdisn blood- retired yoyageurs
and the Canzdign families who ha@ sccompenied Provencher in 1818.

hey were for the most part s people hgppy end contended in poverty.

Of gystem they knew nothing snd the warnt of it proaueed sonfusion
and harrenness. In faet, they did a1l things out of sesson,
snd in the Spring when the Protestant was huerd ¢t work these so-
czlled 'faurmers' might be geen fishing for pold eyes or wasting theu
tite in gossiy =znd dissipstion. They seem 1¢ have combined
the indolence ¢f the hebitant with the turb uleénce of the letlis.
Their Pllnulple of living being as Eog: seyo:- 'Uivide while any-
thing remeine «nd beg when €1l i: donc' g Zhey never learned
by exrerience though s 8 concecuence f&ey suflfersd extremes of
abundance and want. In their domestic hasbits, they were more
eivilized than their half-breed fellows and « study of their home
life revesls 'floors clean- beds mnde up- =nd cupboards orderly’'(l).

(1) . Alexsnder Ross. 'Red River Settlement'.
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The plainsmen became on the union in 18£1, the 'soans of

“the Compuny' and were admitted to the colony on condition that
‘they set.le down, cultivate the soil end become Christisns'(l).
ghe habits of = life time however were not =0 easlly broken; they
remsined vagraent and while envioug of the farmers, by no means
disposed io follow the latter's example. Sowing thelir little
patehes of ground esarly, they set out for.the chase leaving only
the aged and infirm to look after the crops, so turbulent wus
their disposition =nd =o compelling the sllurement of the chase.
Thelir domectic life was a8 111 ordered =8 thelr farming efforis.
_Their houses presented a scene of complete confusion. Indifferently
they slept on the rough floor, or on heds with the buffalo robe
more often than blankets thelr covering. The aversge dwelling
gonsisted of one roon, bare of furniture and characterized by =z
multiplied sameness, ooccasionzlly relieved by s gaudy religious
picture. Streng food, smoking and neglest combined to render
the child death rate excessive, while those who survived recelived
& slovely up bringing. the ehief articles of their dlet werse
buffalo ment und strong tea, the latter of which they concumed

in guite amazing cuantities. Seldom even =fter a very successful
hunt 4id they licuidsate their debts, let =lone put by =ny savings,
gnd when in destitution they turned to the 'petty traders' or aay
others Ifrom whom “‘hey coulld extort an advance. A thriftless

but not a vieious lot; on the contrary they were 'genercus warm-
hearted =nd brave'.

The 'Cansdiang' confounded the pursuits of fishermen, farmer
and hunter. the chief concern of “he Ietis w=s the hunto. A
third claoss, known s 'sguatlters' deserves our sttent ion. It
comprized those hulf-breeds who from time to time dropped off from
the hunt or came in from the Indizn camn. Seizing upon the first
vacant lot, they 'scuatted'on it and had litile scruple in c¢xlling
it their own. Having stripped it of its timber, they moved on to
the next let, there to repest this periormance. In this way the
upper =nd best wooded part of the settlement was laid bare.

The description siready given of {he domestic habits of the
Metie applies wits egusl force to these, thelr'retired' brethern.
Indeed it is very difficult Yo muke any dlstincet cleavage in the
gharacieristics and mode of life of the population of R. C. Red
River =znd with the passing generations there wug = rapid development
towards homogenity.

An interesting deseripiion of the dress of = typical Red River
fnhabitant is given us by the Zarl of “outhesk In kis book 'Baskatl-
chewan and the Rock¥ Yountains'(2). In this volume he 7iescribes
a Red River mesn who met him at St. Paul-'He wsn - dressed’ he writes'
in Red Xiver style; a blue cloth cepote, hooded frock cozt with
brass buttons, red and blick flennel shirt, (which rerved for =
waisteost), bliek belt sround the waist, trousers of brown and white
striped home m:de woollen stulff, nd buff lesther mocassins on his
feet'. Though the earl's reference here w.s obviously to a member
of the Bomm C-tholic community:; ns we hive obrerved elsewhere- the

(Bhe, HR=Inian gy’ sed River etilement’.
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Protestant population in matter of dress were somewhat imitative
of their brethren across the river.

None, among the Canadians and half-breeds was 80 reduced
that he did not possese a fine horse and a caricle gaily bedecked
with bells and ribbons. Their passion for the pastime of
carioling was at once the height of their glory ané the cause of
their ruin. Driving parties and trotting matohes rlayed a
large part in their lives, while of the fiddle they were ardently
fond. Their domestic sloveliness may bc accounted for, at
least in part, by the fact that the half-breed housewivee unlike
the Scotch were seldom seen in their own kitehen, but more often
in their neighboure! homece, abendoning themsslves to tea drinking
and gossip., Since they were all of the Roman Catholic faith,
the great event of the year was ridnight mass on Xmas Eve at St.
Boniface Cathedral.

(c) THE FUR TRADE AND FREE TRADE.

In the early days the Company had encouraged the hunters
for 'Pemmican' was & commodity much needed and well liked. So
rapidly did their numbers increase, however, and so steady was
agricultural progress in Red River that soon the demand for the
producte of the chase was quite inadequate to the supply. The
Company, therefore, failing in an attempt to discourage so many
going to the plaine, finally refused to take their wares. Thus
the hostility of the Metis aroused by an import duty, increased
against the Lords of the Fur Trade, For a time, the Company
allowed itself to be bullied into submission rather than risk
an outbreak. The ugly fesling of the *freemen' was shown in
the La Rocque incident in 1834 %1). The following year their
demand for an 'export trade and the removal of the import duty was
simultaneous with the creation of the Council of Assinaboia and
the renewed determination of the H, B, Company to overcome the
violation of its monopoly. %

A trade now sprang up between the Metis and growing American
_towne along the Mississippi. The Company further enraged the
half-breeds by the prosecution of some of their number taken
while engaged in this ffur‘trade, far more lucrative than
dealing with the H. B. Company . The Papinean rebellion in
Lower Canada in 1837 added fuel to the fires of unrest in Red

River, and the Papinean flag was rzised on the plains. The
Metis were gtill further incensed by the introduction of Adam
Thom as judge and Recorder of Ruperts Land in 1839, Ee wes

& man of known anti=~French prejudices and prohibited the use of

the French language in his courts. Moreover as a peid official of
the H. B, Company, his chief business was zealously to enforce the‘
monopoly. Scarcely surprising therefore than 18 9 saw the ‘Sayer

trial, the breakdown of Justice and the schievement of Frez Trade.

Just at this time, the Company promised twenty~-five acres
to each young man who would settle on & farm. The buffalo were
daily growing fewer in numbers and withdrawing further from
(1). La Rocque was struck by Thos. Simpson ta Companyt!s' man- and
& hostile Metie demonstration resulted.
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the colony. The population of Red River in 1849 was 5,391
souls, of whom 1511 were transients or those who spent pz=rt

of their time in the colony znd part on the plains. 0f this
number, six hundred end thirty six went to the United States,
and the remainder began to settle down. In the final period
of owr study of Red River, we shull find that the 'hunt' was
still the chief occupation of the Roman Cstholic community.
The purely vagrant life, however, was passing, and even for
the turbulent plainsmen the era of settlement had begun.

(1) RELIGION AND EDUCATION.

The Roman Catholic Church had no organization correspond-
ing to the C. M. S., sunporting it in its work in Ked River.
The tithe, 1/26 of all grain customery in Eastern Csnsda was
exscted here. The bishop was the recipient of two substantisl
grants from the Society for the Propagation of the Faith in
1840 and '42, respectively. From 1885 - '33 the 'Bishop of
Juliopolis received from the H. B. Company fifty pounds annually
together with a supply of table luxuries. In 1830, on the
instigation of Sir. Geo. Simpson, a grant of one hundred pounds
was made for repairs to the church at 8t. Boniface. When the
Council of Assinabola came into being, it assumed = double
responsibility and thenceforward the Catholic mission received
one hundred pounds 2 yedr plus the table luxuries. A further
donation of one hundred pounds was made to the construction
of the first St. Boniface Cathedral begun in 1855 - the cathedrsl
of the 'turrets twain'. 4

4 parallel endeavour to thet of Cochran among the Indians
at Netley Creek was launched in 1834 under +the direction of
the Rev. Antoine Belcourt, s young priest of ability and energy
later to come into prominence as the 'brains' behind the Metis
agltation for Free Trade. This was really the second project
amongst natives within the confines of the colony, sponsored
by the Church of Rome, for even prior to 1886, Provencher had
induced some of the Saulteaux to sow wheat in four different
localities. This second attempt was made at Baie St. Paul
or 3t. Eustache on the Assiniboine some thirty miles sbove
the "Forks'. A school was established by one Angeligue Nolin,
and two years later the first five members of the Saultesux
nation were admitted to the *Christisn Pellowship'. In 1837
Belcourt was succeeded by Pere Poire and six years later 'the
settlement was asbandoned. Its failure may be traced to two
main csuses. In the first place, the wore practical side of
the work, ch:uracteristic of Cochran, was less prominent and there
was too little belief that civilization must to some extent precede
evangelization. Jecondly, whereas in the case of the Protest-
ant venture, the natives were impressed with the order and
industry of the settlers, in the Romazn Catholic case, they beheld
¥§ite men and half-breeds leading a life well nigh as vagrant as

eir own.
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We have hinted at the influence of the Protestant clergy
on the Council of Assinabolia - the father of social and
politiecal legislation in Red River. In 1837, Provencher
was admitted to full membership on the Council, and thenceforward
the R. C. Church wielded a growing influence on that body and
hence in all matters relating to the general welfare of the
people of Assinabois. '

The year 1844, is a significent date in the history of
the Romsn Catholic Church in Western Canzda. In that year
Provencher heretofore bishop ' in partibus infidelmm' became
~ episcopal heed of a separate Apostolic Vicarisaste into which
* Ruperts Land was created by the Holy See. In this year
too, Provencher finally prevailed upon De Mazenod, Superior
of the order of '0Oblates of lMary Immaculate'! in Montresl to
undertake a supply of clergy for his newly created diocese.
The coming of the first two Oblates was full of significance
for the future of missions in this country, as our subseguent
study will further revezal. Xoreover, one of them was Frere
Teche, later to become successor to Provencher znd an illustrious
figure in the history of the country. By the end of 1846, the
bishop hzd seven priests. The era of great missionary sctivity
in the colony and in the interior, hzd begun.

We have recorded the beginning of St. Bonifsce College.
In 1827, there were students in residence, »nd in 1834 s cl=zss
of six students under the direction of Rev. J, B. Thibault. - It
was not until 1857, however, that the work of 'higher' education
in Roman Catholie Red River wzs sericusly and successfully

undertsken.

In 1828 the first school for girls was organized under
Miss Angeligue Nolin and her younger sister, daughters of a
former officer of the North West Company. Two years later,
these young ladies, who had been educated in Cansda, organized
a similar school for boys.

N

In 1858 two women from Canada were hired by the Hudson

Bay Company to teach weaving. By srrsngement with the bishop,
the mission furnished a house, board and a loom. The garments
produced were good znd durable, if a bit crude. This was the

first industrial school opened, the forerunner of technical
schools in Manitoba. It was destroyed by fire a year later, but
on a contribution of fifty pounds from the Council, the work was
continued, though under less satlisfactory conditions.

Perhaps the greatest of the three great events in the history
of the Catholic Church in Western Canzdz, that took place in ;ggg,
was the coming of Grey Nuns or rFilles de lMadame de Youville. -~ 1t
was extremely important, at a2ll events in its relation to the
c¢olony, for these 'sisters! took charge of educationszl work in
R. C. Red River. They, too, came from Montreal, the first
ladies to arrive being Sisters Valazde, Lagrave, Couttlieand La
France, Their chief business was instruction, but each was
skllled in some special field of knowledge, such as 'medicine!
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and they performed no smsll number of ascts of mercy and charity.
A new ers In education ss in missions commenced. By June,
1845, there were eighty children at school in Red River under
the Roman Catholics; five schools with s feir attendsnce and
other less regulsr institutions. A Convent was commenced

in this year, a two storey structure, which when completed was
patronized by the best families of Red River including the

H, B. bourgeois of whatever sort.

The year 1849 found the R. C, Church thoroughly organized.
A seminary for boys and one for girls at St. Bonifsce, the
primery schools already mentioned and the work of evangelization
in the hsnds of a powerful order of priests. The next period
was to see the E. C. Church engaged in & great program of native
szlvation throughout the Interior, and in the colony in the
task of building up & 'Guebec' on the banks of the Red River.

1ll. CULTURE AND LET¥ERS.

The average settlers both Protestant snd Roman Catholicg
in Red EHiver were generally speaking 'strangers to books'.
The literary snd sclentific activity of these early dsys is
consequently thrown into more prominent relief 2mnd the 'prestige’
which we have mentioned =s a contribution of the H. B. officers
to Red River is revealed.

The first collection of books in 4Aseinsbola was the
contribution of one Peter Fidler, a trusted servant of the
Company, who on his decease in 1822 beguesthed to the settlement
some five hundred volumes. He was no doubt typical in his
habits of many of the Company's officers, whom, we learn, were
wont to prefer to use the small space granted them in the
amusl 'packet' from England for the importation of books,
rather than for luxuries or delicacies which might have added
to their physic:zl comfort. j

In 1847 the Council of Aasinaboia voted fifty pounds
for the purchasing of books in England, for the 'Red River
Library’', This was the first official recognition of the
collection of books, which was under the charge of Donald
Gunn in the parish of St. Andrew's. It is evident that the
interest of the officers then present in the colony(l)
stimulated the Council to action and on September 20, 1848,
Adam Thom moved that 'the public library be a body politic and
corporate’ and 'that all importations of books be exemptéd
from all public dues, and that the books bequeathed by the
late Kr. Peter Fidler be placed under the corporation aforessaid’.
Thus the Red River library received its officisl inauguration.

The officers of the (Company again sppear prominently in
& circle of 'corresrondents’which continued to operate from the

(1). Five hundred troops came to the colony in 1846 under
Col«Crofton from Cansda.



~-27~

Union of the Companies in 1821 up to 1859, but which weasg
perticularly active in its early years, snd included Rev. D.

T. Jones, Governor Bulger, James Hargreve, ilexsnder Ross and
others. Their letters show an interest in current affairs

and an attention to, and apprecistion of the best of litersture
of the day. There were too, according to Mrs Bryee, 'some
careful observers in daily diaries'(l), many of whom corresponded
with the Smithsonian Institute in Uashington, to which they
contributed some valuzble collections in natural history. This
early scientific interest developed steadily in Red River and
resulted, as we shall see, in the establishment in the early
'sixties' of the first 'Scientific Institute of Ruperts Land'.
Several names prominent in the literary life of the period are
worthy of mention. %e have already referred to the letters of
John Pritchard. Covering up to 1836, they give us interesting
side lights on life in Red River, and on the character of the

men himself, who before 1826 gave instruction to his own children
and his ‘'evenings to self improvement’, During his stay in
Assinaboia, (1839 - '54), Adem Thom unddoubiedly ezrned the tiile
'judge snd philosopher of Red River'. An o0ld College friend of
McAllum, he was like the former, s man of education =nd culture.
We have noted his practical efforts on behalf of the Red River
library. He was further = Bible student and a public lecturer
of some repute. Alexznder Ross came to the 'Colony Gardens' in
1825, having nmsrried a native Wwife in '"British Columbisaf, He
soon assumed leadership of the Presbyterism body, w:us Sheriff of
the setilement and a man of very considerable influence. Eis
chief published work up to 1849 was 'Columbis River', which
appezred in thal yesr.

Perhaps the most interesting of the literary figures of
this epoeh was Donald Gunn. Retiwed from the H. 3. service,
he took up farming at 'Little Britain', = pursuit which he socon
abandoned to become for s period of eighteen years the master
of the parish school of St. Andrew’s. PullTinformation on
topography, history and natural history of ths country and s
sonstant correspondent of the Smithsonian Institute, Gunn lived
at Little Britain 'at the centre of literary lore in Red River'.
The hanpy guardisn of the Red River library, he welcomed the
freguent contributions of H. B. officers to its lves,

Other published works of this period include 'Journals
of John West', which sppesred in London in 1827, =nd which are
. Bnique as a revelazation of the conditions of the country during
the author's residence here. In the "Life znd Travels of
Thomas Simpson', published ih 1845, by his brother Alex. Simpson,
we have letters from the fexplorer'(2) which are very intimate
and grarhie concerning the Red River of his day. It will be

(1)s 'Barly Red River Culture'. .rs Bryce. “ransesction of
Manitobae Historical Soc. No. 51.
(2). Thomas Simpson was known as the Aretic Explorer.
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remembered that it was he who struck lLa Rocque and precipitated

the La Rocque demonstration in 183k, In 1847 appeared Sit
Geo. Simpsonte 'Voyage Round the Forld!', containing interesting
material concerning the settlement. Two years later, John

MacLean wrote in '"Twenty=-five years service in the H. B. Company!
'there are all the elemente of civilized life in this remote
settlement and many well educated and accompllisheg?t.

In 1846~7, a young Torounto artist epent some time in the
colony and recorded hisg impressions of the unique and romsntic

life of those days cn canvas. These pictures by Pzaul Kane,
& relic of the culture of Red River, should be secured and
preeerved by the Government of Manitoba. Little enough has

been done to make accessible and crerative the traditions of Red
River tof 014:°.

iv, CONCLUSION.

Red River during the period we have examined has been
called 'the one acted poem in our great national prosaic life!.
The idyllic conception conveyed to the mind by this rhraseclogy,
I find, in my research, to be all too prevalent.

The suffering consequent on the crop failure, and the non-
arrival of the annual Red River ‘packet! in 1836, is a striking
indication of both the isolation and struggle of life in Assina-
boia. The terrible ravages cf the *Bloody Flux! among both
whites and Indians in 1846, is an illustration of themisery which

-accompanied illness or any foreced departure from the routine

of life at the 'Forks'. The wretchedness of the life of many
of the natives in and around the colony suggests little of the
ideal. The uncouth and unhealthy home life of the Metis left
‘much to be desired. The free use of liguor by whitee and Indiens
¢ould not have been tolerated in Sir Thomas' Mogre's tUtopial’.,

No. By the year 1849, some real material comfort had
been achieved by industry and econonmy. Religion and education
is firmly and finally established by the heroic efforts of the
pioneer migsionaries, The era of 'settlement' has begun:
Life on the prairies has romance and attractions nowhere else
offered, but we who live in the weet today, cannot easily imagine
an 'idyll' of existence three quarters of a century ago on »
the site of the City of Winnipeg.
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LIFE AND LETTERS IN RED RIVER.

1812 = '63,

CHAPTER 111. (1849 - 163).

1. INTRODUCTORY.

The final period of our study of Red River is marked
by geographical expansion and the growth of influencee of
the outside world. The first of these factors will be
revealed in the sections dealing with the development of
the church, for church extension paralleled and sometimes
preceded that of settlement. It will be & further aid
to the imagination to compare the extent of settled
territory in Assinabois in 1849 with that in 1863. In
the latter year, the colony extended without serious inter-
ruption down the Red for a distance of about forty miles,
up that river for some twenty miles and along the Assiniboine
chiefly on its northern bank for some sixty miles.

The constituent elements of the population have already

been described. By 1857, there was a marked decrease in
the number of pure European and Canadian families in Red
River. The Rev. John Ryerson, a representative of the

' Wesleyan Church who visited the country in 1854, reported
that 'In the two principal sections of the population the
pure Europeens are necessarily very few and becoming fewer
every day', and in 1856, Henry Youle Hind made note of the
game condition (1). o

The reason, of course, is not far to seck. The
European element consisted, as we have seen chiefly of Orkney-
men and Selkirk settlers; the Canadian sector of the retired
voyageurs of the North West Co. The identity of the Selkirk
people was scrupulously retained. The other typee, however,
intermarried with the natives with the result that after a few
gensrations the European and Canadian blood was almost complete-
ly merged.in the native. In addition to this cause of nature;

(1. ¥r. Ryerson's statement was contained in & letter to
the Rev. Enoch Wood dated Lower Fort Garry, Aug. 1,
1854= Furthsr references to Hind's report will make
the second reference clear.
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Phe 'Penzioners! who had come to the colony in 1847-8 had for
the most psrt migrsted &nd in 1857 were succecded in thelr
capzeity &s a locel garrison by the 'Canedien Rifles'. The
Lincoln Tarmers too had 1left the settlement; their fallurc being
due to threir netursl incepacity for frusslity snd hardship, =nd
i

n 1959, the Berl of outhesk obsorved that 'theire were Tew
“neligbmen, in the Colony?. Red Kiver, too 7ss robbed of mueh

£ its youth by the mipretion of s considerchble bOdy of younr
men who souwht rewsrd for honest toil in the United Ststes. Tt
wes this denger of u dominsat native snd helf-breed population,
combined with or resultins Irom tho sterile politiesl nnd economic
condition of the ceolony thich led Hind to urge sn influx of
immigrents from Canade snd Burope &8 the only ssfeguard sur guaraf-
tee for the future ol lhe corvntry. Soon many influences were
at mork to meke the complete isolation of Red River short lived.

The incigient tgontrsband' trade with the United "tates
liberated in 1849, wes fsst developing and furs and ferm productls
wore given in exchenge ror manufactured grtizles ot St. Psuwl. In
1853 » monthly meil ssrvice was esteblished betwsen Tort Garry

and Tort Ripley in Minnesotla. Soms time later it becazme a
vi-monthly service, ané by 183, maill was received and dispatched
onge & Weck bebreen Fort Serry snd Pembina. The fazne of Hed
Ziver was greduslly noised abrosd. Vigitors recorded thelir
{npressions of the unigpne life of the community in journsls, books,
gnd in the Cansdisn snd American Press. Zxplorers #nd invaesti-
rators such 88 Hind wrote exheustive reports of 1life in sll 1ts
phases in this remote part of the world. Others eamne to hiont

and vere seizai by the fetal fescinstion o thieg rementic, semi-
eivilized mode of existeonce. The report of the *Dswuon Route!
expadition in 1859 gttracted such nen =g Caldwell and Buckin~hanm,
firat editors of the 'Hor Vester?!, which thengeforvard was &

rrest Teetor in minimizing the isoletion of Assinabols. DT

Schultz too csme about this time end 1t was epproximately Irom
this vesr forisrd thet the zrest influx from Zensde end the United
States took plsace.

Immiszration slow in its initisl stages geined momentum =with
the paasing year~. ?re rule of the Hudscn sy (Comprny was fore-

doomed. . The 'Report! of 1557 had recoamended that Juperts Land
be 'ceded %to Canedn' (1) snd 'Assinsboia! moved rapldly forward
to the 'Trsnsfer! 1a 1870. e choose 1563 &8 the date to close

our inquiry &s loziesl, snd et lesst in psrt, becanse of the Hudson
Rey 'ssle' to the Internationsl Pinance Compeany in thet yesr. . This
avent wonld secm to indicate thst the influence o lhe newccmers

988 begianing to make itself felt =nd that the Hed River of 'Idyllic
Pradition' may be regsrie: asg a thing of the past.

The cosmopolitan nature of the population, is best described
by Milton end Cheadle who p#ssing through Asginebols in 1862 wWrots
"'a found a very heterosenous community of rbout eight thousznd
souls, Inglishmen, Irishmen, Scotchmen, fnelish Cenadiang,

(1) "he 1857 report hed recommended thsat 'the districts on the
Red River &nd the Sesitstchewan' should bte 'ceded to Cangds
on eguitsble princinles by' errancements as between her
Majesty's Government =nd the Hudson ZBay Compeny.
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Scotch Cenadians, ¥rench Canadians, Ameriosns, Znglish half-
breeds, Canadian half-breeds and Indiasns'(l). It will be seen
from this statement that the 'original'settlers were gtill in

the majority. By 1866 however, the population was ten thousand,
elearly indleating an lncrease by immigration while at the time _
of the 'Iransfer' tha populstion of the ¢olony has been variously
estimated at froum twelve to fifteen thousand souls.

1ll, HOMANCATHOLIC RED RIVHR.

(a) Life of the Peonle.

In its isaue for Oct. 1'61 the 'JorJester' gald '?he part
of the setilement on the Assiniboins is partly Protestant and part:
Romun Catholic, that on the Red River above Fort Garry is exclus-
lvely Roman Catholis, that belon the Fort exclusively Protestant’'.
Having in mind this geographicsl dlstinetion and regognlizing the
Inter-dependence 0f the two sectors in Red River, it will again
$6rve .our purposes to treat of each sepsrately, ,

N :

The fastor of prime importsnce in our study of the Roman
Catholle community in this l:st period iz the growth of the church
organization and the power of the priesthood. The types remained
much the same, save (23 we have already kinted), that wlth the
passing generations those of pure French Csnsdlan blood became
fewer s»nd the hybrid Metis greater in numbers. » '

The hunt and the fur trads continued to congtitute the chier
ocoupations of %the half-brseds. Hind gummed up the evidence as
to thelr mods of 1ife =3 follows 'Ho one' he said 'can fail to be
struck with the indifference 1o the future which seems hablitually
to characterize the vneople, espocially the Prench population, and
to show itself in thelr unfinished dwallings neglected farms and
extravagant Indulgence in drsess or articlas they aovet', Under
the influence of the churech a larger proportion was induced to
settle on the lund or at least was weaned from complete abandonment
to the hunt. Hone tne lena there doveloped two distinot bands
of buffalo hunters, one heing those of Red River, the other of
Wnite Horse Plains, who preferred the wild excitement and precaripu
independence of a hunter's life %o the tame pursuit of agriculture
It was this lndependence which gave Hind some misgivings and led
him to discern th t the whole Yetis Population could »ass at short
‘notlece on to the pl-ins, anere, capable of organlzztion and
thoroughly at home they could offer very gonsiderable resistance
to armed constituted anthority. '

“The Zarl of tonthesk, who & we have ohserved passed through
the colony in 1858-9, remarked cn the demsnd for 'voyageurs! by
land and water, which carried off a large proportion of the able
bodied young men including French half-breeds of whom he says
‘o man will labour more chesrfully or gallantly in the severe ioil
of the voyageurs calling, but these afforts .re of short duration
and when they are ended his ohief desire i3 to do nothing but eat,
drink, suoke -nd be merry'. couthesk's obvious admiration of the
character :nd temperament of the hulf-breed is Justified in virtuale
ly 21l avallable evidence on the matter. Indeed the only

(1). The 'Horth Yest »asgage by Land’. Viscount Milton & ur,
Cheadle. See Bibliography. ‘
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contrary reference comes from the pen of Viscount ilton who
spoke of the breeds as 'incorrigibly lazy, under the domination
of the priests, grossly immoral, often dishonest and generally
not trustworthy’'. Horice resents such imputations and guotes
Dawson as saying thzt 'Crime is scarcely known among the breeds
who are a perfectly honest and moral people'. Ross is of the
same opinion =nd cites the following instance in support of his
contention: It was the winter season. 4 traveller in Red )
River dropped = money box in the snow. He discovered his losd
the following day when a half-breed who had found the box =nd
wished to restore it to its owner caught up with the party after
g pursuit of many miles. On the whole the concensus of opin-
lon shows the helf breeds as a people, illiterate, much influen-
ced by the priests, turbulent, but neither viasious nor immoral.

On the Council of Assinaboia the Roman Catholics had an
influential voice. In 1850 three half breeds were appointed
magistrates for the White Horse Plains district while Moxmilian
Genton~and Francolis Bruneau cooperated with three 'Englishmen'
in the administration of the upper district 'all of which goes
to show' says Morice 'the growth of the Catholic element and its
importance in the colony of Assinaboia'. 0f the relations of
the Catholic priesthood to the people to whom they ministered
Bishop Tache wrote as follows on his return from a trip to Europe
in 1857-58. 'We live in the most cordial relationships, the ’
law is obeyed, spirits are tranguil and hearts content!---Hous
n'avons point d'stranger et nous vivons en famille'(l). The
personality of Tache mnde itself felt not only among his own
people, but in the whole settlement. He aided in practica
reforms for the moral =z=nd social good of the community sand in
1860 secured the passage of a bill in the Council, providing
that no work be done, no meetings of the Council or of the
different courts be held on Saints Days or other Holy Days.
Thus were certain dates in the Red River Calendar set aside as

holidays. In the fight against the ligquor traffic Provencher
had led by a vow of personal &bsiinence. A temperance society

was formed in S$t. Bonifsce and through R. €. influence the
passage of a bpilll wus secured providing that 'no one be :l lowed
to sell beer or wine without a licenze.’

It 1s less than Just to charge t.e Rom'n Catholic element
with retarding the material or socisl progre3s of Red River at
all events up to 1863. That progress was retarded by the con-
dition of political sterility which induced an economic situation
by which the two sections of the population were thrown into an
inter-dependence almost absolute. It was only after the
'opening up' of the country th:t the Inherent insbility to adopt
a civilized mede of life, and the tenacious guardianship of
rights and privileges on the part of church =snd people in Roman
Catholic Red River was thrown into prominence. The process
however which ended in thess results Had been one of gradual
and steady growth.

{1). Vie de Tache. Dom. Benoit. The liberty of a free
translation has been taksn. :
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(b) RELIGICH AND EDUCATION..

There are R. C. charges substantiated by some evidmnce
that the Hudson Bay Company lent its influence rather to the
gide of Anglicen missions in the Interior. Its relations
with the Roman Church howeverwere on the whole of 2 harmonious
nature. The one hundred pounds annual contribution to the
Bishop's funds from the Council was continued snd on Dec. 9,
1852, the Council voted fifteen pounds to the R. Catholiecs
having made & gimilar grant to Rev. John Black, the Presbyterian
minister, the year previously. The Bishop on his return from
Europe received free passage for himself and two lay brothers.
Convineing evidence of the attitude of the . B. Co., to the
question of education in the whole settlement is found in the
minutes of the Couneil =8 late =8 Feb. 22, 1866, when it felt
'that its funds would not admit of grants to education!'. Its
further statement that the work must be carried on ag in the
past by the Churches was at once condemnatory of its attitude
and an eloguent tribute to the Church. Aside from the H. B.
contributions, the income of the R. C. Church in Red River was
derived from the tithe (1/ 26 of all grain), certain fees and
dues, gifts from the church in Hurcpe snd Canada, personal
expenditure on the part of the bishop and the gratuitous services
of many of his priests, nuns and lay brothers.

The year 1835 really corresponds in the history of the
Catholic Church in Western Canada to 1849 in the Anglican Calends:

‘In that year, Provencher, aposile and pioneer, was 'cut off!

before he could see the Ffull fruits of his labour. Pere
Alexander Tache who had been named coadjutor in 1850 succeeded
Provencher as bishop of 'St. Boniface', a3 the R. C. diocese was
now called. This final pericd demonsirated that nowhere has
the characteristic thoroughness of R. C. organization been better
exemplified than in the parishes of Assinaboia, =nd that its
missionary zeal h-s never been more agressive =nd comprehensive
than in the vast interlior of the Horth West.

St. Boniface remained the chief parish of Red River. In
1853 there were eleven hundred psrishioners 'mostly on the soil'-
Eleven sisters ministered to the sick. By 1860 the church
population had grown to fourteen hundred. At St. Prancois
Xavier on White Horse Plainsy.the podulation gréw in the same
period from nine hundred to eleven hundred, =nd this number was

-exolusive of the large body of hunters who spent part of their

time in the colony. A nucleus of a parish at Sturgeon River
3t. Charles, grew from two hundred to two hundred and fifty and

in 1860 had a log house as 2 place of worship and a ¥isiting
“priest. In 1854 materials for a church werse ocllected at St.

Norbert, nine miles up the Red on its western bank, and thres

i nyears later it was created a parish. Benoit tells us in his
< ' (Vie De Tache', thnt the bishop 'gave this new community a plece

of land, four chains in extent, on the site of the church,
extending in depth as far as the Red River «nd further on the
east side of the river another piece of six chalins by two miles
in depth'(1l). By 1860 there was at S%. Jorbert, s church, a

(1). As the title indic ates this volume is in French. The
liberty of a free translation has been taken.
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a priest's house and seven hundred parishioners. In this year
a few Metis began to settle on east side of the river about six
miles up from St. Boniface. Tache created a parish naming it
St., Vital after the patron Saint of his coadjutor. 1vital
Grandin'. 'He himself', writes Benolt 'became their visiting
chaplain, celebrated Mass and gave instruction to some of the
neighbourhood folk who gathered to hear him' at the end of the

day(1).

1860 was the year of the great fire and the destruction of
St. Boniface Cathedral. This shrine of Roman Catholic Red
River was a total loss. Here where Lenten ser¥ices had been
solemnly observed and Mass celebrated in pomp and magnificence on
Christmas Eve, Bishop Tache knelt in the ashes and accepted the
catastrophe as of Divine Will. In one of its first igsues the
tNor Wester'! referred to a Xmas eve celebration in the cathedral
in terms which spoke of ‘Ymuch magnificence, a crowded edifice,
great ceremonial, fine organ and choir and an sloguent address'.
A valuable library was destroyed and in the words of the colony
journal fthe burning of the cathedral was a great loss architectur-
ally as in other ways'. But chiefly conspiouous after the
fire was the absence tof the sweet chimes of the R. C. mission
across the river! which for many years had charmed both visitor
and dweller in Red River,

Undaunted the bishop went to Europe and returned by way of
Canada bringing with him contributions to his cathedral fund,
notably one of twelve hundred pounds from the tfaithful? in the
east. Rebuilding was at once begun and on All Saints Day 1863
the new Cathedral was opened though it was not completed for some
years .

The Oblates continued %o grow in numbers and in zeal. In
1854 there were seven of the order, all but one at work in the
Interior = and four secular priests. In the same year Pere Vital
Grandif came to the colony and three years later was made coadjutor
to Tache with the title of Bishop of Satala. tBy Dec. 20, 1857
says Morice 'there were fourteen Oblates in the diocese with
headquarters in the Bishop's house, two gsecular priests, and six
lay brothers who looked after the material side of the various
establishmeénts' (2). By the end of 1860 there were thirty. three
persons consecrated to the work of the Roman Catholic Church in the
diocese of St. Boniface.

A short time subsequent to the bishop's return from Europe
there was a division of the diocese and Pere Faraud who had
accompanied him became YBishop of Anemour’'. 'In 1862 came the
Rev. Joserh Ritchot, the precursor of a new gseries of parish priests
who helped Bishop Tache to make Catholic Manitoba what it is today'

(2).  Subsequent political events connected with the name tRitchot?
increase our conviction that the racial and. cevreciosrronrvossennnss
(1). 'Vie de Tachs'.

(2). The Roman Catholic Church ih Western Canada. A.G.Morice,0.M.I.
1910.
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religious movement which began with the arrival of Provencher
in 181& had become a very discerning policy of the Roman Catholic
Churche.

When Tache became bishop the work of education in the
several R. C. parishes was in tne hands of the Grey Nuns ‘*who
not only taught the young'! says Morice, 'but raised the orphans,
treated the sick, took care of the sacristies and rendered in=-
numerable smaller servicest, The Metis parents were either
t00 ignorant or too carcless to teach their children and the
torch of knowledge was kept burning by the nune who entered every
phase of the life of the people' and wielded as easily the
scythe and other agricultural implements as those more usually
asscciated with their sex®(1). In 1850 a school had been
established by two sisters at St. Francols Xavier. At St.
Boniface there was a convent for girls well attended not only by
the R. C's but by the best children of the Protestant community

“including those of the H. B. Bourgeois. (3)The boys school how-

ever ‘was but poorly attended and Provencher had only been prevent-
ed by ~lack of funds and an early death from bringing in Christian
Teaching brothers to take charge of boys work. In 1852 the
tfaithful! of Montreal contributed three hundred and sixty four
pounds to schools in Red River, and as the fruit of their
generoaity there arrived two years later three 'brothers' who
establishaed at the Bishop's housa. By 1857 they were giving

a comprehensive courss of instruction to fifty=eight boys in a
building 60 x 34 = a short distance below the prelate's house.

The same year a third coavent in addition to those of St. Bonifacs
and Francois Xavier was foundad in the new rarish of St. Norberst.

At one time ths withdrawal of the Grey Nuns ssemed inevit-
able. Word went forth that they should be under the direction
of the diocese in which they laboured. In St. Boniface this
responsibility would have been too great and the catastrophe of
losing them was averted by union with Quebec and the assistance
of a local 'Superiox!'. There can bs no doubt of the fine
cdlidbre and great value of their work. Morice quotes Dawson
as saying of them 'The effect of their zeal and piety and
unfailing industry are manifest in the social improvement of the
race for whose benefit they are content to lead a life of toil
and privationt.

In Vol. 1 No. 1 of the 'Nor Wester! we learn of the success
of the teaching brothers in thes 'college!(2). Referring to
the annual examination the paper spoke of its ‘completensgs and
thoroughness'~ the students 'familiarity with both French and
English'; of debating *vractised with soms ardour'!, musical
performances 'pleasing and effectivat. The usual elementary
subjects were taught and attention was paid to branches of
higher mathematics such as Algebra and geometry. The classics
too were read though in a less ambit ious way than in St. John's

(1). Morice.

(2). The first issue of the 'Nor Wester' appearsd on Dec.
24, 1859.

(3). -Ryersdh found between forty and fifty young women in
this Convent.
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College unaer the tutelage of Bishop Anderson.

In 1840 the thres Christian brothers left Red River,
apparently inspired with the timidity of their Superior in the
East. Bishop Tache met the situation by adopting a plan which
he had long nursed. He put Oblates in charge of the college.
The scheme was successaful. Bilingualism continued with Father
Lefloch as head of the school - a specialist in French,-and
Father Oram his assistant professor oi English. Elementary -
cours=s, commercial cours:s and a classical finishing school
were the main features of the curriculum.

Let vwe then sum up educational conditions in the Roman
Catholic community in 1860. At St. Boniface there wers two
Academies, one for girls and the other for boys comprehending
the qQrdinary day schools. In the Convent a boarding department
toock care of some twenty young ladies and a section for orphans
and neglected children ministersd to fiftesn inmates. The
sisters also kept a day school attended by from twenty to thirty
~ chilldren.” At St. Norvert there waere two scheools; thirty one

toys under lay brothers (1) twenty nine girls under Grey Nuns.
At St. Francois Xavier onz schocl under the nuns provided for the
needs of twenty-gix girls and thirteem boys. Th2 n=wly oreats
parish of St. Vital was looked after in matters of zducation by
two nuns. '

More schools wers needed, adequately toc minister to the
large R. C. population. Lack of funds, however, and the apathy
of the people szt bounds to whateven the grsat enthusiasm of the
church could accomplish. Scarcely one child in ten contribute
the szall annual fse of ten shillings. The operation of the
college its=1f cost five hundred and eighty poundes p2r annum, of
which the parents contributsd but one hundred and sixbty-—-three
pounds. None the less, the good work went om. In 1862 there
were some chanzes on the college staff and in 1866 St. Boniface
@ollege was re-organized on the basis on which it joined with
its migstser institutions St. John's and Manitoba to form the
University of Manitoba in 1377. ‘

All visitors to Red River seem to have bsen struck with
interest and admiration for the work done by thes Grey Nuns. The
Earl of Southesk was delighted with the whole St., Boniface
educsational system. E The pupils were instruétad not only in
the-ordinary-subjects "0f a school curriculum but in music,
manners and morals, while in the grounds connectad with the two
Acadswies, gkill in hasbandry was develored and artistic taste
inculcated. '

Bishop Tache like his contemporaries Bishop Anderson and
Rev. John Black, tcok a personal interest in the training of the
youth, and Bencit tells us that in 1858 he sent three Metis boys

(1). Note the distinction between Christian Teaching Brothers
' and Lay Brothers. :



toe Rastsrn Canada. Riel, brilliant but ill balanced was one
- ’ v -
of thase and oo the whole the expsriment was nolt a aucsess,

3t. Bonifaca muet have prossnted an attractive appaarance
in 1864 with its cathedral, bishop's houre and handsome convent

and college. Its arpearance was not only attractive howaver,
put tyrical of the system of tnhz Church of Rowe. Religion and
educatlon weat hand in hand with ‘social service!, all dirsected
by 2 benevoleat prisstnocd. Having in mind the nature of the

peouls among whom the work was earrisd cn there c¢an ve no doudbt
that it wazsm 3 succesa, beth as 2 factor in the ilmprovement of
thas 1ife of soclety and from ths standpoint of the Church in
the safeguarding of Freach and Reoman Cathelic privileges.

111.,n  YTHE PREIBYTTRIAN COMMUNTITY'.

with the separattomof the highlasd people from tha
Aaglican Church on tha arrival of Rev. Jobho Hlack in 1831,
tware dsvelop2d a diztinesivaely Presbytsrian culture, #%ith

scartain rhaass of which w2 alm to dsal dia this gection. Ryer-
son ®hn visiizd the asttleoment in 1854 observed 'the remnant

of Lord Salkirk's nignlanders who with very rare sxceytiona
indesd have intar-marrisd eatirely with each other (1), The
backbone of the agrisultural class they were upniversally allowac
to ba tha mont induatrious vacrls in the community, aad in the
worda of a visitor in 1860 'the salt which has saved it till nes
Theo2 cirenmstancss merit special atteation and makes 1% 2 matter
of wisdom if 2ot nsc3asity.

%ith loyalty and enthuslasm the Sgotch settlars rallisd
round thair first wastor proviang that their parsistent demand Ic
a man of their own parsuasicn wae no mars 1 wd mouthed probtest
sgatnst Anglicanisam. Scon they formed the only warizn in Red
Hiver s=lf surportins in matters of religion and sducation. T
9., B, Co., made an initizl contribution to IRelr causs by a Zrarc
of ‘Freg Plain' a# & church site, accompanisd by a donation of
ane hundred and fifty pounds. For soms time oo John Black
wan the recipient of an anazzal Comrany gtipend cf fifty rounds.
on the whole one is inclinad to agres with ihe Ror'W®eatsr which

wrote as followe in its issuz for Nov. 1, '6Z. *The gompany
nag treantad the Tresbyterians with :efinltz gendrasty. They

contribtute anrually as a Company as do many of thair cfficars’.
In additicn the jewrasl rolnted out taat the Company had granted
the Presbyterians lyad on its ressrve as ine lowzr Fort for
chureh and schoGs purpuvess=- six chains in frontags and eighty-
two acraeg in =xt=ant.’ In 152 the Winutes of ths Council of
Amsinaboia contain regord of a spscial contribution of fiftesn
rounds to Hev. Jobo Black 'for the wurvosss of educatlent.

Qepyvicas were first held in a 'Manso' erectzd by the
gattlers on raczirt of the news that they were to hava thelr owr

(1). Quisen Bay, A Missionary Teour in the territory of th=z
Hon. Buisen Bay Co. Rxv., J. Bysrson.



minister. By 1853 a ctone church with a seatling capacity of
something over five hundred was opened, free of debt though its

cost had amounted to 10560 pounds. In the same year a church was
opened at 'Little Britain' - fourteen miles doan the river from

Frog Plain. In his ministrations to this second coungregation
Black was assistedby Donald Guun, the chief resident of the district-

John Black soon proved himself spirltually, mentally and
physlically the man for the position. A man of deep convietion,
acourate scholarship and vivid imagination he was destined to be a
unique force in the religious and educational life of Aseinaboia.
In 1856 the condition of the church was shown in Black's report fo
Hind. The Presbyterian community numbered sixty families or seven
hundred and eighty souls, chiefly Selkirk men plus a few Orkney-men,
one Englishman and one Swiss. At both churches the 'Sabbath
schools' were in a flourishing state. Besides the usual Sunday
services wnd Union services with the Angllicans: mid-week prayer
meetings were held on Tuesdzys and a public lecture on Thursdays of .
each week.

In 1862 the Rev. James Nisbet arrived to assist Black in his
ministerisl lsbours and was hailed by the Nor'Jester as 'a nan of s
thoroughly missionary spirit and of first rate education’. In the
same year the third Presbyterian church was opened at Headingley
to provide for a growing population, and the following year the
Church in Csnsda which had sent out Black and Nisbet donated two
hundred pounds in aid of Presbyterlien churches and schools in Red
River. These are the beginnings of Presbyterianism in Western
Csnsds and Enox Church, Winnipeg is the lineal descendant of John
Black'!s first church on '"Frog Plain'.

Though he resognized the worth and influence of St. John's
College, John Blsck had distinctly Presbyterian agpirations in educa-
tion. He gave much time to the tutoring of some of the ambitious
youth of his flock in classics and mathematics and not a few
"zraduates' of the Presbyterian parish school having passed through
his hands, pursued their courses with much sudccess in Bastern insti-
tutions, notably Knox College, Toronto.

At St. Andrews Donald Gunn conducted a Commercial school for
a period, the object of which was the training of those who intended
to enter the service of the Company. The school was entirely
supported by the fees of the scholars, most of whom were recrulted
from amongst the Scotch settlers.

We have observed the reason for the discontent of the Selkirk -
people with the average parish school and their plea for their own
schoolmaster. In 1849 the first Presbyterian school was opened
under one John Inkster in the house of John Flett. Some one
hundred nnd fifty pounds was the initial voluntary contribution of
the people to this project and economy was the watch word of the
authorities. The caretaking was done by the pupils. Text books
at first were little used. Reading and spelling from the Bible was
the order of the day and s systematic study w:s made of the shorter
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catechism. On long backlese benches the children sat down to

recite their lessonse and rose up to take part in the frequent spelling
contests., For fifteen years, inetruction was carried on in a

log house on Frog plain, and of the ordinary parish schools it was
the best equipped in the colony.

The teacher was selected by a board of Trustees, plain
blunt men who did their duty with conspicuoue fidelity. Though
the community was often sore pressed to raise a salary sufficient
to guarantee the permanence of a good man the school enjoyed the
services of a succession of teachers of character and ability.
Black reported to Hind that the average attendance was from
trhirty=-five to forty, that the teachers salary varied with the
ability of successive teachers from twenty to forty pounde a year,
and that the gchool was open all the yesar round with the sxception
of the usual holidays and a month in harvest seazson. The subjects
taught included, Grammar, geography, English history, English
composition, Arithmetic,and the elements of Algebra and geometry.,
By 1869 with D, B. Whimster as master, the School was at the zenith
of ite success., It had proved a fine influence on the intelligence
of the community and werthy to be the forbear of Manitoba College
founded in 1871 under Dr. Geo. Bryce.

The only key to the character of the Selkirk settlers is to
be found in their religion. 'If there was a euspicion of super-
stifion in the religion of those days' says R. Q. Macbeth, ‘it was
begotten of a profound reverence for the Almighty and a deep sense
of the mystery of Eternal things'(1). We have noted as features
of their social life the custom of *kirking' and the funeral feast-
both connected with their religion. Baptism too was a great event.
Long days were spent in the preparation of the christening robe
and friends and relativee all atterded the service. Their theclogy
being of the sterner type emotions were stifled and undeserved
eulogy even of the dead withheld. Family worship was the,core of
& rich home life - an art which by them was understood and practised.

: A warmly hospitable people they were. Winter was the season
for recreation, entertainment and the development of the social

nature. For the younger folk there were dances and outdoor gports
of which 'carioling! was the chief. For all, the 'Frog Plain'
literary society provided gtimulating discussions, preceded by

honest regearch. The rrogram included too recitations in rrose and
poetry and the usual soc¢ial 'refreshments'. The class room of the
school was the accustomed place of meeting and in these primitive

forums was developed a rugged and forceful eloquence which proved

its worth in the legislative debates of Manitoba of 2 later day.

1V, RELIGICN AND EDUCATICN UNDER THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.

In 1849 the Bishopric of Rupertsland was created by Letters
patent and endowed to the extent of ten thousand pounds by bequest of _
one James Leith~ a chief factor of the Comrany. The bequest was made.

(1). 'Selkirk Settlers in Real Life!, R. G. Macbeth.
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on condition that three hundred pounds per annum should be con-
tributed to the same object by the H. B. Coe., These amounts
together with certsin amnus1l grants, the support of the several
missionary societies in England and his interest in the Fur Trade
were the sources of Bishop Anderson's income who did not speare
personal expenditure on the spiritual and temporal welfare of his

diocese.

The Hinutes of the Council of Assinsboia for May 1, '51
econtain record of a grant of orne hundred pounds to0 be divided
between the Bishops of Rupertsland snd of the North Best 'for

the purposes of education. The Rev. John Ryerson referred in
1854 to z grant of ome hundred -nd thirty pounds in &id of
common schools'a few years sgo’'. Such grants were deprecated

by the London Committee 'as & misapplication of the Public fund!

and this at a time when education in both Protestant sna Roman
Catholic Red River, owed its existence =nd its upkeep to church
effort. We lesrn from the Report of 1857, that the snnusl grant
of one hundred pounds formerly %o the Red River Acedemy was now
donated to the St. Cross school for young ladles. One of the
clergy at the settlement was Chaplain to the Company st one hundred
and fifty pounds per annunm. Missionaries in the interio» of the
diocese, usually engaged in both teaching and preaching, received
free transportation from the o0ld land in the Company's boats, and in
many instences » salary from the Company. On the whole the .
attitude of the Hudson Bay Co., towards missionary effort seems to
have s=risen from =zn attempt to reconcile Justice in these matters
with the protection of its monopoly and we c=an underst-ni its fear
that 'If missionaries -nd mission stations incresse fur tezde must

decresse!?,

At the settlement itself the Company showed little intention
of responding to the Bishop's plea before the '57 Copmittee that
it should mske 'a grant in aid to education' snd assisted by the
settlers thus relieve the English Missionary Societies, nor is
there evidence that it supplied His Lordshipwith the requested
contribution of five hundred pounds to his new cathedral. A
provision in the property lease of Assinsabois eslling for the
lessees contribution to religion =nd education was seldom enforced.
The Company in defence of its position argued that as the chief
importer in Red River, an¢ hence s¢ bearing the chief burdern of
the 4% import duty it was the largest contributor to the funds of
the Council of Assinaboia, at least pert of which were expended on
religion and education. In short the direct assistance of the
Lords of the Fur Trade to the funds of the Church in Assinabolis
was limited to certain money payments as indicated and such
Spasmodiec gifts as that recorded by the Nor' Wester for Aug. 1'62,
in which there is reference to the consecration of s burial ground

at Hezdingley - the donation of the H. B. Co.

The only instince of active opposition on the part of the
H. B. Co. to missionary effort was its prohibition amounting to a
threat ageinst the planting of the 'Pralirie Portage' in 1856. In
that year Archdeacon Cochran established & mission on thre present
site of Portage Ta Prairie ss sa rallying place in the wilderness,
Just outside the boundaries of Assinaboia- It was opposed by the

)
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He Bs Cos, on the well founded assumption that it would operate

to the jeopardizing of the monopoly. In 1863 the new settlement
appealed for admission to Assinabola, and meeting with an emphatic
.refusal an attempt was made to create municipal institutions in
which Yall judges and other functionaries were duly slected by

the sovereign people'. It required all of Cochran's personal
power to guieten these activities subversive of peace.

In the report of 1857 the bishop avowed opposition to the
princirple of Free Trade and the abtolition of ths Company's
monopoly fearing that the result would be demoralizing to the
Indiamns. It the '‘charge' to his clergy in 1860 he asksd for
their cc-oreration in making Red River a Crown Colony. Thia
change in attitude waes no doubt lese the result of hostility to
the Company rule or even of diesatisfsction with its relation to
the Church, than of growing conviction that the interests of fur
trade and settlement were irreconcilably diverse. Thie opinion
became mcre proncanced with the increasing pelitical agitation
of the sixties and according to the 'Wor Wsster' in 1862, the
church was playling a big part in the political movement and at
- meetings in various parishes both zides were reurssented.

- Provably not a few weres of the opinicn oif 4. XK. Isbister, who
wWriting im the issue of the 'Nor Wsster' for Aug. 1, '61 said
YAlready with radiating missions there is machinery for government
ghould the Ho Be Cce withdraw.!

On the arrival of the Rev. John Black three hundred presbyter-
iane left the Anglican fold in one day, and the attendance at Ste
John'e 'Cathedral' was not & little diminished. The Council
of Assinaboia enacted that thenceforward any legally ordained
minister might baptize or perform the marriage c¢eremony in Red
River. The two churches carried on side by side, until the
arrival of the first Methodiet minister- the Rev. Geo. Young in
1868, Good will one towards the other wae the rule, and the
representatives of both denominations co-orperated in fighting the
liguor traffic. By united services whidh became a regulsr
institution Christian union was promoted and =a deeper religious
feeling created, The bishopr was held in very great esteem as
well by the Selkirk men as by his own vpeople and when he departed
Anglicaniem was not a little touchsd with the leaven of Presbyter-
laniem.

The head quartere of the Church of England in Ruperte Land
has remzined close to the site on whict John West planted his
firet miecion estavlishment. The bishoy namsd the !Upver
Church! the Cathedral of St. John and his residence Bishop's Court,
and here by 1856 he was planningz, so Hind tells us, on & permanent
fivethousand pound g*risture, In 1263 the new building was
opened and stande todsy in the old churchyard of St. Johns.

In the perioc up to 1840 we traced the growth of the church
along the Red River mainly between the Uppsr and Lower Forts. In
this final period the extension of the church will serve to indicate
the direction and extent of settilement. In 1850 St. James
Church was established seven miles from the junection or the
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Asginiboine and the Rev. W. H. Taylor under the direction of the
SocietK for the Propagation of the Goerel became the Incumbent.

In 1854 the Rev. G. O. Corbett took charge of a church at Head-
ingley acting for the Colonial and Continental Church Society.
Archdeacon Cochran, as we have noted, established St. Marv's at
Portage La Prairie in 1856. Here he remained till 1865 when

- he was forced by i1l health to retire to Festern Canada. Returning
to the settlement he died in the same year, and was laid to rest in
the churchyard of St. Andrew's where forty years previously hes had
begun his great work. The expansion westwards was continued oy
the erection of St. Margaret's Church, High Bluff and St. Anne's,
Poplar Point, with the Rev. Thoe. Cochran the son of ths Archdeacon

in charge(1).

In addition to this growth along the Assiniboine, the other
churches in the colony were kept in a flourising condition and in
1861 a stone church, St. Clement's, Mapleton was built ang & live
parish formed. By 1863 fror the Indian Settlement on the Red
to Westbourne, just beyond Portage on the Assiniboine, every short o
distance & church met the eye, and much of this had been accomplished
since the arrival of the bishop.

The period under discussion wae one of great missionary
activity in the interior. In 1853 the Archdeaconary of Cumber-
land was created and Archdeacon Hunter named as its head. Before
the '57 Committee the bishop testified theat he now had twenty
clergy as compared to five on his arrival and thet of an annual
C. M. S. expenditure of six thousand pounds - sixteen hundred were
devoted to Indian work. True to Anglican tradition the principle
of native settlement was adopted wherever practicable. The
Indian station &t St. Peter's continued to flourish under Cochran's
fuccessor the Rev. Ab. Cowley whom Hind found to be not only
miscionary %but doctor, magistrate and arbitrator of the settlement'.
'4 wonderful contrast' he wrote 'do the subdued Indian worshippers
in this missionary village present cn Sunday to the heathen dwellers
ef the prairies who perform their disgusting ceremcnies within a
mile and a half from some of the Christian altars of the Red River'.
The Church of England never forgot ite mission to the native
racee of the North West. In the Red River settlement itself it
was the church that first induced the Indians to adopt an agricult-
ural life and to the St. Peter's station 'there was & great and
model farm attached’(2). It was the church too that introduced
to them the blessings of religion, education and medical &ig,
factors which so subdued their savagery and elevated their conception
- of life, that it became posszible for white men to live in the same
community with them.,

Prior to the advent of Bishop Machray in 1266 there was no
systematic public suprort to the work of religion and education.-
Hind could find no excuse for the slacknsss of Red River folk in
this regard. At the same time he was amazed at the extent and
generosity of the operations of the several Britich miss ionary

(lg. Compare site of these tw towns today.
(2). Narrative of the Canadian Red River Exploring Expedition-
Henry Youle Hind.
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socleties. The C. M. S. remained in the forefront of these
organizations and up to 1862 it had expended something over 60,000
poundg in the North West. It was joined after 1850 by the

S. P. G., and the C., & C., C. S., the latter of which according
to its report of 1861 spent 330 pounds each year in the c¢colony
and was now taking over St. Paul's Parish from the C. ¥. S. In
this year aleo at leasst some measure of self svpport began for
in the above parish and zt Headingley an aesociation in aid of
the C. & C. C. S. wze formed an the following year similar
organizations began toc fusetion in aid of the C. M., S. at St.
Andrew's and at the Indian village. {7},

The present churches of St. Andrewe, St. Peters on the
Red and St. ¥ary's at Forisge La Prairie are sufficient indication
of the fine type of edifices erected in 0ld Red River and tnere
was no doubt much truth in Eind'e remark that ‘many country
parishes in England sre far lese attractive, remunerative or

~desirable than the miesions at Red River Settilem:nt!.

In addition to his ecolesiastical duties the bishop tock
charge of the KRed Kiver Academy, named it St. John's College,
and gave 1t the metto 'In Thy, Light ehall we see Light'. - He
orvened the institution to children other than thosz of the
Hudson Bay officers and extendied its scovre te include the training-
of 2 native ministry(1).  For a period he was assizted on his
teaching staff by the Rev. Thos. Cochran (2) who in turn was
succeeded by Colin Campbell Mackenzie, a native and s graduate of
Cambridge. '

In his 'charge! in 1851 the vbizhop really summed up the
situation with regard to the higher branches of study when he spoke
of the 'power of acquisition' the memory ‘unugually retentive!
characteristic of ths peoprle, who yet lacked the experience of
life, which gives sound reasoning powers. For hicher education
the people had no real zmbition, but Dr. Anderaon seems to have
regarded giving instruction in azbstruse subjects as an enjoyable
duty, and was content to lsave the issue with Providence -
Accordingly, he attempted mathematics and modern languages and his

flights into ths classics inc'uded a studv of Thucydides, Herodoiue

and Aesychylus. . His comparative failure in these ambitious
undertakings was due in no wav to lack of gzeal (though rerhaps in
some degree tc lack of discretion), but rather to the apathy of
the people towards the higher things of the intellectusl life, an
apathy tracesble in & measure to the rolitical and econoric
sterility of the zolony.

A new plan of management for St. John's inaugurated in
1855, 4id littls to improve matters. At the seme time new
teachiers were agrrointsd snd a good library estabvlished. The
bishopr had founded scholarships scon after his arrival as ean

(1).Rev. Henry Cochrane, ordained in 1850 was the third 'pative!
to enter 'Holy Orderst.

(2).Mr. Cochren, eon of the Archdeacon, became gchoolmaster under
3 E ~~ i, 2 ond
(3) ASeEHIRE 8 RS TRURLPE PL ToTHEEY MRoRER R for and re-
received one half of the S.P.C.K.grant of five hundred pounds
for his cathedral.
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incentive to study. To the scholars elected from year to year

wae assigned free board, and the sum of ten pounds per annum.

'0f these so elected' the bishop told Hind , 'some have done well
elsewhere and reflected credit on their early training'(l). Through
hard experience the bishor had by this date apparently realized

the futility of his more advanced efforts in education for he
expressed the conviction to Hind that as the standard of education
in the parochial echoocls rose, the Collegiate schecol as such would
become comparatively unnecessary and would ultimately be limited to
those vreparing for 'Holy Orders'.

By 1860 St. John's Collegiate school had, it would seem
fallen into decadence. On January 28, a correspondent tc the 'Nor
Wester' urged the need of a ‘hicher'! school believing McAllum's
institution to be well nigh dead. The bishop in reply tacitly
shared this opinion but referring to the parish schools said
'‘Until these schools are in a measure eclf supporting I ses little
prospect of the maintenance of a higher seminary'.

Fronm 1860 until the re-organization work of Bishop Machray
in 1866,there was little that was definitive in the development
of the college. In 1861 it was closed owing to a great deficiency
of scholars and teachers, but Dr. Anderson still gave instruction
to a few students of his own choice. The name, the motto and
theological college wé« all incorporated in Bishop Machray'e
scheme in 1866, In 1877 St. John's College became an affiliated
institution of the University of Manitoba and in 1883 the present
building of the college school was erected.

In 1851 girle education, which had lapsed for 2 tims was
revived under the capable management of a Mrs Mills, and her two
davzhters who established a school for young ladies at St. Cross. In
addition to the usual subjects of the curriculum social etiquette
was taught and music, pianos beinz imported from England for the
purpose. ¥re Mills conducted a special class for those beyond
school age and also engaged heartily in Sunday School work. St.
Cross was perforcedly abandoned during the flood of 1852 but continu-
ed its work, training children even from the far north up to 1856,
when the girls married and Mrs Mills left the ocountry. For two
years after the Mills' departure the school was carried on by a
Mre Aldershaw from the ¢ld land.

The next ladies institution, that of M¥ise Matilda Davis at
St. Andrew's was referred to by Hind who said 'The house ie commod-
ious and the boarders under excellent supervision'. This schocl
continued to function until 1875 and the remains of the old building
may still be seen on the west banks of the Red River - z short dis-
tance below the Church ¢f St. Andrew's. It should scarcely be
gacrificing truth to fancy to connect the St. Andrew's Ladies School
with the similar Anglican institution of today - Ruperts Land Ladies
College.

- In 184c BRishop Anderson found the ordinary parochial schools
(at least one of which was connected with each parish) providiag a

(1). The Bishop reported to Hind that students at the Collegiate
School 'have been as many as twenty four'.
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's0lid substantial and scriptural education'. The C. M. S.
contributions made poseible a proportion of free scholars and

with feee at a minimum there was no excuse for ignorance. Two
years later he was able to report 'In education things go on well'.
Instruction c¢f & supericr order was giver at St. John's Parochial
school and at the tModel' Training School at St. Andrew's.

Parents were beginning to realize the importance of the work and

to make some contribution thereto. In 1856 Dr. Anderson reported
to Hind that there were thirteen schools under the Church of
England ‘and' be added 'they have been multiplied to suit the

‘convenience of the inhabitants?t. At the parocial school of St.
‘John'ts, in addition to the usual elementary subjects, Latin,
French and mathematics were taught. '*In the Model School which

is taught by a certified master from Hinburgh' said the bishop
'the senior pupile have also the advantages of instruction in
~Latin, Euclid and Llgebra'. They were thus an approach to

the grammar schools in Canadsa. *In other schools, of which St.
Paul's is the beet example! he continued, *there is an excelilent
education afforded in Britieh history, Grammar, geography and
arithmetic with the elements cof general history!.

For the sake of emphasis the statement will bear repetition
that the political condition of Assinaboia throughout ihis pericd
reacte in a clearly traceable way on the whele life of Red River.

To the Undiscerning the country wae without a future. By 1860
few school masters could beinduced to remain in the colony for
any length of time. The correspondent, previously referred to,

who wrcte in the issue of the tNor Wester' for Jan. 28, Y60,
complained that there were not enough day schools in the Proteetant
section, that the attendance was pocr and the schoole 'not as
efficient as four years ago'. To 211 of which the Bishop
replied, that the echools were twelve in number, but that the stay
of teachers was as & rule short lived. The parents were care-
less in the payment of the small fee required and the British
societies boye well nigh the whole cost of education. The
arrangement existing in regard to most of the parish schools was
that the society responsivle should psy one half the master's
salary. The remainder to be provided by the parents was seldom
forthoonring and the result was an inclination to decadence even

in elementary education. The school of St. Paul's was a con=
trast. were the parents did their share and could boast an
institution, better than the average parish school in England in
which a sound ccurse of instruction in all the elements of educa-
tidm was given to sixty boys and girls. Amongst the farmers

of the populous St. Andrew's district there were four schools,

all of which were under the Church of England. In most of the
parishes Sunday School work was in a flourishing condition.

In 1£62 the parish sctool orposite the 'Elms! was re-
organized unfer ine Rev. John Inkster. The re-opening of the
school at the 'Elme® prover took place in the same ysar under Rev.
Samuel Pritchard son of its founder and it continued to function
until ite amalgametion with St. John's College on the arrival of

‘Bishop Machray.

With the single exception of the Presbyterian cormunity,
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and that not until after 1849, the Church of England in its parish
schoocls provided the only available education in Protestant Red
River, and established the system which formed the basis of the
first public schools in Manitobva. Moreover the work wae done in
the face of great obstacles and virtually without local assistance
either intellectual or material. It required but the immigration
of the sixties to liberate the colony economically, politically and
mentally. By 1870, the parish schools (twelve in number on the
arrival of Bishop Anderson) had increased to thirty-three. The
following year the first Legislature of Manitoba enacted the
*Educaticnal Act of 1871!'. (1). '

The period 1849 = '63 in matters of both religion and education
wagé best summed up by the bishop in the final ‘'charge? to his clergy
before his return to England in 1864, After deprecating the
fact that the desire for higher learning wae apparently diminishing,
he gave it as his opinion that the eettlement was becoming too
scattered to be overtaken with schoole at all events without further
local support. In Miee Davie' school at Oakfield, St. Andrew's
and Mr. Sam Pritchard's school at the *'Elms' he expressed every
confidence - He hoped tco to return to the colony and re-establish
a seminary with the usual branches of a collegiate education - when
he would bring with him two masters one for the Indians and the
other for the English work 'to lay foundations for a future supply
of native clergy and also for a permanent staff of candidates for
our various scattered schools'. The idea of a cathedral system
combining educational training and missionary activity which Dean
Tucker says ies ‘unigue in Canada' was clearly in his mind. This

.conception became an actuality under Bishop Machray while Dr.

Andersonts annual 'Congress of Clergy! developed into a Synod. On
his departure his clergy numbering twenty-five rcpresented exactly

a five=fold incresse in the fifteen years. Evengelical scholar
and pastor Bishop Anderson occupied 'an undying place in the
affections of the peoplel.

Y.  THE AGRICULTURAL LIFE. h

The historical site of the farming community, that set apart
by Lord Selkirk continued to support the majority cf thoee engaged
in agriculture, including the Scotch who were the most industirious
and lezst slovenly. Between the Upper snd Lower Forts on the Red
stretched the long line of white=washed farm houses. ¥hite Horse
Plaine too was found to be a most fertile region and became settled
by English speaking helf-breeds, a type which hae played a worthy
pert in every phase of the life of our province.

tThe Nor' Wester' in its issue for Aug. 6, '62 wrote of
Headingley 'Ten years ago, there was ncught but a waste where today
we find this large and flourighing parish'. Hind reported that
in this locality thirty “us=~le of whsat to the acre was an average
gerop while on new land forty bushels was expected. The farmers
8till clung to the banks of the two streams converging in Assinaboia,
and it was not until 1875 that the first settlers Mennonites!
ventured on to the open prairie.

(1). This includes both Protestant and Catholic.schools.
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In addition to the perennial complaint of a lack of market the
settlers were still to suffer from the vagaries of nature. In
1852 the flood of 1826 was repeated with disastroue results. Some
3500 people were forced to flee their homes and take refuge on the
height of land at Stony Mountain. The total damage amounted to
twenty=-five thousand poundes and the untiring efforts of the Govermor - .
and c¢lergy of the colony was called forth in the work of restoration.
In 1861 another flood ocourred and since the farmers produced only
enough supplies to fill their own wants and these of the Company
any such emergency precipitated a shortage approaching the propor-
tions of a famine. In 1857 grasshoppers of terrible memory ageain
plagued the colony &nd paid return visits in 58, '64, Y67 and '64.
In the final year they wrought complete destruction. The resulting
appeals of the Red River folk for help was genercusly answered from
Canada=- the United States and Eurore, & striking indication of the
growing interest of the outeside world in the far north West.

The Minutes of the Council of Assinsboia for Sept. 5, '50 show
a contribution of twenty-five pounde to the Red River Agricultural
Associztion. In 1852 this annual contribution waes cut off and the
plea of the 'Nor Wester' in 1864 that such an association should be
organized would seem to indicate that all artificial efforte to
stimulate agriculture had failed in the face of a condition of
economic death. 8o completely deadening was the result of a lack
of market on the agricultural life of Assinaboia that it was long
after the tide of immigration had begun to surge into Red River that
this the 'native! industry of Western Canada really began to flourish
Indeed the first exportation of farm products from Manitoba to
Eastern Canada &id not take place until 1876.

The settlers held thelr land on & 9399 year lease from the
Company subject to such conditione as would protect the fur trads
monopely and induce producticn. The cost per acre was seven
ghillings and six pence. The average land holder knew that the
property was hie by reason of money or service payment or on the
princirle that ‘'possession ie nine points of the law!. Cf title
deeds and receiris, however, he knew nothing.

The cromw grown included all kinds of grain, wheat, oats,
barley, peas, hay, tobacco, hops and sundry vegetables. Hind tells
us of the case of a typical farmer, an English half-breed Gowler by
name. This man owned & large tract of land on the 'plains' but
found it futile to farm more than fifty acres. As it was in 1356
he carted a great quantity of potatoes nine miles to market where
they bhought the 'magnificent! selling price of six pence per bushel.
Red River then as now produced unequalled vegetables of all kinds.
Turnips, beets and all kinds of root c¢rope flourished.

Live stock was the farmer's real source of wealth. Sheep,
black cattle and horses roamed in great numbers over the prairies.
Oxen too abounded to bs yoked tc the Red River Cart. Ryerson
found many sheep in the country the wool of which was wrought up
into fcountry cloth'= a product of local mjufacture. Hinu report-
ed two years later that live stock were increasing 'with the except-
ion of sheep', which he said were fast diminishing for the sufficient-
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reason that 'there was only one carding mill in the colony and that
not in operation'. More cattle would be raised he was convinced
was there a local market for beef, tallow and hides. As it was
however there was a ready sale at the Company's stores for all by-
products of the buffalo, but the hides of domestic animals, beef and
mutton, were a drug on the market. The only relief in sight was
& growing cattle trade with Minnesota.

'*The mechanical force employed in preparing food! wrote Hind :
'is represented by sixteen windmills, nine water mills and one steam -
mill?, English and American plows and harrows were used and these
together with scythes and flaile constituted the chief farm machinery
of Assinaboia. The 'natives' in cutting trees for fuel had little
regard for the best timber nor were saw mills used though Hind re-
merked on the adequate water power of the Winnipeg River.

Of the wonderful fertility of the soil there could be no doubt,
and Hind echoed Selkirk's far secing prophecy when he gave it as his
opinion that these vast prairies might support millions of peorle,
What was needed was not only immigration, though that would provide
& market for a time, but what would follow as a consequence = the
political emancipation of the country, Meanwhile the presence of
an exploring party or of a regiment of soldiers was sufficient to
cause a near famine in the colony.

Hind summed uyr the situation when he ezid 'Introduce Europeans
with the simple machinery they have been accustomed to employ in the
manufacture of home epun, and in a few years the beautiful prairies
of the Red and Assinaboine will be white with flocks and the cattle
trade springing up with St. Paul will increase or become diverted to

the East'. There was nothinz to hinder thie, he opined, if other
interests were allowed t8 exist in the presence of the all absorbing
fur trade. - If the settlers of Red River of pre=Confederation days

did nothing more they vindicated the faith of such men as Selkirk in
the amazing agricultural wealth of the country.

V1. TRADES AND OCCUPATIONS. -

A

'Speaking in general terms it may be said' wrote Hind ¥that
trades and occupations as representing special branchee of industry
do not exist in Red River'. Every man was his own wheelwright,
carpenter or mason, or to state 1t conversely: although carpenters,
masons, etc., were to be found they were also engaged in hunting or
farming, Bishop Anderson voiced his doubt as to whether the colony
'in its present condition would surport & distinet class of artific-
{fers?, At the same time he pointed out that ecome divicion of labor,

some specialization was needed. A tanner for example could be use- -

fully employed- for the hides of domestic animals were being wasted.
A soap-maker who could instruct the reople in his trade would limit
the necessity of importing this bulky but essential commodity from
England. Some one too who coculd improve the fulling of the
‘country cloth' would enable the settlers to produce garments of
sufficiently warm texture at less than the cost of imrorted goods.
Meanwhile we behold the curious spectacle, curious at least for a
civilized and organized society, of a complete absence of divieion,
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of labour and all engaged in everything; carpentering, blacksmithing
lumbering, farming, hunting and trading. A

The settlers enjoyed the privilege of importing from England
in the Comrany's boats anything save spirits. Moreover they
might buy or sell any article with the excertion of furs. The
result was two fold. In the first rlace Hind observed that in
the last census there were some fifty-eix merchant shors not in
existence in 18Lc, Since therec wae virtually ne locazl manufact-
ure the Company stores and the merchants were the purveyors of
staple goods, all imported iron England, even down to the grind-
stone. Ryerson observed that there had developed quite a eub-
stantial 'middle! class of industrious and economical veorie, who
having scraped together ten pounds for an initisl venture had
becore constant importers from England %and men of some wealth am
conzequencet, Even this clase secem2 to have transacted a
miscellaneocus sort of buesiness. They were certainly noct special-
iste for Robert Machray tells ue that at the time ¢f Bishop R
Machray's arrival %there were a few loczl traders but not a buteher,
baker, tailor or sheoe-waker in the whole lana'.

Trhere emerged teo in addition to the local traders zngd
imperters a2 class of wen engage: iR trading with the United
States. They were drawn from botk the Protestznt and Romen
Catholic populaticn and carried on a trade in csttle and in fure,
for the Company wes no lonzer atle to defend its monopoly. At
St. Cloud snd St. Paul, ¥innesotz, manufpctured articles were
given in exchange for gold or peltriee, (1).

Sore of the inhabitarts were nct only trzders or merchants
in the ordinary sense of the term but were engsged in 'freighting’.
In this capacity they conveyed goods betwesn the Mudson Bay and
the valley of Lazke Winnipeg. In the discherge of their duties
they often emploved Indians to assist, a custon which at times
precinitated conflict withk the Corranv. ¥hatever the condition
gouth of Aesinaboia &nd on the Americsan bordegr the Company was
determined to snforce ite menoroly in the Intericr and it clsimed
that the work of Yfreizhting' wae incompatitlée with the pursuits ,
of the hunter in which the Indiane werc engaged by the Lords of the
Fur Trade. :

If the farmers of Fed River in their Qocile exietence at the
‘Forks' were building up & comeunity theroughly British as a
bulwark againet American aggression~ no less were the more venture=-
some trzders estsblishing connections with the cutside world which
were to eave the country fron comylete stagnation and finally to
liberete it from an excessive paternalisn.

(1). Five hundred carts plied vetween the settlement and the
border by 1856 and Hind wrote *Communication may be said
to be established between Fort Garry and St. Paul by
steam boat and stage coach'.
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V1l. CULTURAL AND SOCIAL LIFE,

The people resident in Fort Garry formed a distinct
community of themselves, and a study of their life completely
disproves the theory that 'there was not & man among them who had
& soul above a beaver skin'. Regular hours for meals and the
transacticn of business were observed. Though much of their
life was thus in common, there was still scope for the expression
of individual taste and interest. Each man had his own living
quarters and since the employees at Fort Garry were less subject to
transfer than at wany other of the Companyt's posts, those who go
desired keot horses, cutters and buggies of their own. Reading
men found abundant leisure in the long winter evenings for pursuing
their hobby alone or in the 'Bachelors' hall, a great common room
in which current newspapers and periodicals were to be found.

Here to0 the church service was held under the direction of the
Company's chaplain. Musical instruments of variocus kinde were
to be found, and many could perform on the violin with enthusiasm
if not with grace.

Of the books published by Red River authors or concerning
Red River life during this period the following are the most
important. In 1854 appeared 'Notes of the Flood at Red River!
by Bishop Anderson. In this 1ittle volume he describes
graphically the incidents of the flood and gives us a glimpse of
the whole life of the settlement with particular reference to the
missionary and educational work of the Church of England. Two
years later there came from the pen of Alexander Ross 'The Red
River Settlement', a book to which all students of the history of
'Manitoba' do well to have frequent recourse. It is a classic of
style, graphic, fascinating, and in the main reliable- 'Hunters'
of the Far West'! published in 1855- is by the same author. 'Red
River! by Joseph J. Hargrave (1871) is & mine of reliable informa-
tion, particularly regarding the last twenty years befors the - |
Y¢ransfer' to Canada. Hargrave, himself ' was for long years a
resident of Assinaboia. For information®as to the Roman
Catholic parishes, as well as an inspiring record of Catholie .
missionary endeavour the 'Esquisse sur La Nord-Oeust de L'Amerique’
by Bishop Tache is worthy of careful study. -~ The 'History of
Manitoba' by Doneld Gunn and C. R. Tuttle published in 18%0, may
be mentioned for the material it contains relevant to the period
under discussion. The name of its author vouches for its

reliability. (1),
The political'signifigance and influence of the 'Nor Wester!

has buorn hinted at elsewhere. Here we treat of it as a literary
production. First published in Dec. 1859% it appeared for a

long time once fortnightly, the annual subscription being reduced
from twelve to ten shillings. Changes in the editorial control
took place itwice before 18%5. The first editors were Xessrs.

Buckingham and Caldwell, the former of whom had been a member of
the Canadian Press- the latter shorthand reporter of the Canadian
Legislative debates. In 1860 Buckingham's place was taken by

(1). Further mention of Hind's Narrative and Ryerson's
Journal sgeems unnscessaxy here. ~
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James Roes, & St. John's and Toronto scholar and in 1865 Dr.
Schultz became sole proprietor and editor of the 'Nor Wester'!.

Ite most pronounced feature was its violent and relentless
opposition to the rule of the H. B. Company and in this direction
it was certainly not ‘'destitute of any great influznce'. From
the standpoint of English and style, it was perhaps superior to

the average American dailly of 1923. As an example of the printere
~trade it was creditable when one considers the ¢gircumstances of its =

rroduction. By the publication of articles dealing with the life
and politics of Europe and Canada it minimized the isolation of

Red River, and served as some little intellectual stimulus; a claim
which it made for itself in the last issue for 1861. So distorted
wereits news columns by its strong political views that onzs can
hardly regard the 'Nor Wester' as a faithful mirror of life as
lived ik the colony. Rather did it strive to reflect life as
its leaders conceived it ought to be. As a 'Vox Populit' it was
new and valuable, and in addition to news items from home and
abroad its columne were filled with local effusions, prose, poetry
and letters. On the whole the 'Nor Wester' provides extremely
interesting reading and may be relied upon for manv facts and side
lights on the settlement not elsewhere accessible. It was too

a distinct addition to letters in 'this bit of ruder Furovpean
c¢ivilization thrown haphazard into the wildernesst. (1),

Even Red River was not too remote to be affected by the
spirit of Scientific Investigation so characteristic of the 18th
century. The correspondence of certain Red River feolk with the
Smithsonian Insfitute in Washington continued; Donsld Gunn acting
for the Institute as late as 1%62. In this year there was
organized in the colony the Scientific Institute of Ruperts Land!
to promote the social and intellectual life of the community. The
Nor Wester in its issue for Feb. 19, enthusiastically referred to
the launching of such a project 'as merking that we have reached
the stage at which materialism succumbe to intellectualism and
refining mental proceasses begin', Those who eponsored the
undertaking included Gov. McTavish; Dr. Schultz, the Bishop and
several of his clergy and the leading laymen of Red River. These
men were at ouce alive to the tremendous Scientific advance of
the age in which they lived and sanguine of the vast natural
resources of Ruperts Land, Bishop Anderson named President outlined
the object of the Institute as threefold 'to encourage study to
communicate and diffuse information and to collect results!t., The
idea further, according to Dr. Schultz was to begin in a practical
way 'by bteing active collectors and observers and so gradually
to build up the strength of the organizeation that it might contri-
bute its mite to the magnificent offerings of the 19th century to
Science!. The farmers, for the moet part were either actively
orposed or sullenly regardless of the scheme on the ground of its
‘uselessness!t, It was oren to a2ll who cared to join however
for the modest annual fee of ten shillings. At the first regular
meeting, which may be regarded as typical & paper was read on the
Cree language by Archdeacon Hunter and one by Dr. Schultz on
'Sanitary conditions of the settlement’. The anticipated

i? in bgﬁks and interest was proferred by kindred societies in
9. lorthies of 0ld Red River'. Geo. Bryce. No. 4&.

Transactions of Manitoba Historigal Society.
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Eastern Canada and elsewhere and & museur and library was established .
Though Hargrave writing in 1870 states that nothing practical had yet
been accomplished, it was recorded by the Nor Wester in May 1864, that
a meeting of the Council of the Institute reported 'fine additionse to
the museum and library' and ‘'a balance in the treasury'. The real
importance of the whole project lay in the fact that it indicated the
presence in Red River of minde keenly alive to the wonders of the age
and deeply interested in both the intellectual and material development
of the North West.

Here we aim to trace the efforts of intellectual leaders to
break down the barriers of ignorance of things cultural and to minister
in so far as possible to the elevation of the social life of the
people. Bryce says that to the influence of the Hudson Bay officers
may be traced the fact that 'in few countries is the speech of the
people generally so correct as in Red River!'. Against the corroding
influences of materislism and sloth- which the economic condition of
the colony certainly induced, the church and the 'preses! fought vigor-
ously. It was a slow process however and a correspondent to the Nor
Wester in Dec. 1864 deprecated the fact that he found few books in the
houses of the settlerzent nor were the libraries well patronized. He
pointed out that Red River could no longer offer in explanaticn the
excucs of & pioneer country that ‘it had so many things to do'.

The problem of saving the youth from slothful ease and intellect-
ual decadence was one of the most pressing. In his tcharge! in 1860-
Bishop Anderson referred to the young Ments Societies then in existence
which aimed to produce & desire for reading and to promote study. The
‘Nor Wester'drew attention to the fact that four such or%anizations had
sprung into existence since 1858. In the winter of 'H8 - G one wase
formed in the Presbyterian parish under Mr. James Ross, and another
in St. Paul's under ¥r. Bunn. At. St. Jamees, Mr. J. Stewart the
schoolmaster was the popular leader of a young Men's Society which at
ite closing meecting for the season in Mar. 18%0 counted fifty eight
present. The fourth and last was led by the Rev. G. 0. Corbett at
Headingley. Besides such means of self improyem:=nt as discussions,
essays, readings and recitations, instruction in Agriculture was one
of the features of these clubs. '

Church Music was developed, St. Andrew's choir being particularly

commended by the 'Nor Wester't. The paper also mentioned in its
first iesue for 1860 the meeting of St. Paul's Choral Society, to take
place thereafter every Thursday durin: the winter. The only book

store in the colony, stocksd standard works.

The Red River library survived the ‘'last phase' only to be
destroyed for the most part in the fire of the Provincial Library in
1875. It boasted few works of fiction which mey have accounted 1in
some degree for the fact that by 1857 interest had flagged and there
were only eight subscribers out of a population of eight thousand.

By 1862 however it was again & going concern and since the subscriptior
was low it was now accessible to the citizens at large.

The Bishop &nd his sister were instrumental in forming &
treading club' for which the leading magazines were ordered. To



this project the Rev. John Black lent his support. Later
there developed a 'Literary Club! at St. Andrew's, Modern
books were imported and during the winter season lectures were
given by the leading men of the colony; the bishop for example,
on one occasion on David Ligirdstone. At the close of each
season an entertalnment was héid the proceeds from which went
to defray the expenses ¢f the club. Of organizations such as
these the 'Nor Wester' said 'Elegance and refinement will come
later. Meanwhile let us prize even a reading club, as the
forerunner of a more intellectusl ers'. The c¢lub was the
especial charge of Miss Anderson. Thet her labours bore frult
was evidenced by the parting words of members of the elub who
addressed her as follows:-'To you as the unwearied mansger of the
Book Club, we sre indebted for the knowledge we rossess of the
best portions of current litersture'. FPine thoughts thus
aroused had led to fine actions and & consequent elevation of

life.

Adam Thom had for s time filled with distinction the
office of public lecturer in the colony. In 1860 John Black
delivered a course of scholarly and vivid lsctures on Italy,
which threw not a little light on the history of the country
which at that very time was working out its own salvation in
the midst of a European maelstrom.

In this discussion of Red River culture we have made no
mention of the French Canadlan sector for the sufficient reason
thaet we counld find no evidence of such efforts as were character-
istic of the Protestsant population. On the Western banks of
the Red, amongst a people of great diversity in nationality,
interest and outlook, such high minded men as Dr. Anderson snd
the Rev. John Black were exerting every effort to save the people
from intellectual torpor and rank materialism. = This was a
danger into which the very circumstances of life seemed to
precipitate the pioneer dwellers of Manitobgl The measure
in which they escaped from it was due entirely to the unselfish
labours of the clergy and educational leaders.



CRAK

CHAPTER 1V.

CONCLUS ION,

. The lives of communities and nations as of'individuale, are
made perhaps not more by the qualities born with them than by the

forces which surround them after birth. The Red River Settlement
has been called 'the boldest attempt ever made to call civilization
into existence!', It is safe to say that the success of that

attempt may be accounted for by two main fectors:~ the character of
the original settlers, and the work of religion, education, and socie
improvement carried on by the two great historic churches.

Since the purrose of this thesis has been to trace the social
development of Red River rather than its evolution politically, the
-relation of the Hudson$Bay Comvany to the settlement may be dismissec
somewhat perfunctorily.- During the first ten years of the life
of the colony and at subsequent crises in its history there can be
no doubt that the Company %whether voluntarily or of necessity) was &
factor of prime importance in saving the settlers from actual
starvation. The ancmaly of its position as a fur trading concern,
forced to reconcile commercial interests with duties of government,
must never be overlooked. . Bearing this in mind, and conseguently
the fact that the Council of Assinaboias was virtually the instrument
of the Company; its attitude and contributions to religion and
education mey be regarded in a much more favorable light.

The triumph of the Jelkirk settlers over the destructive
opposition of man and naturs in those first terrible years, must be
attributed to something more fundamental than those stoical
characteristics usually regarded as typical of their race - namely
to their fidelity to the principles of their religion. If any
 outward demonstration of this fact were required one need only
proint to their relentleéss efforte to secure a minister of their own
faith, and to the consetration of the whole sweep of their life
~which our study has revealed. They were throughout the chief -

stabilizing element in the population of Red River., If Canada
.was finally awakened to the importance and value of the north west
by a newer and more aggressive Canadian element; none the lzes did
the cclony remain thoroughly British in tradition and outlook,
because of the inbred love of homeland of the Scoich settlers.

Their steady if somewhat docile and inert existence at the 'Forks'
may not have been the instrument designed to overthrow the paternal-
ism of Company rule, but it was without doubt the chief bulwark
against American aggression through long yeare of isolation, years
in which Red River was not even & name on the map of Canada.

The officers of the H. B. Comyany, men not wholly ignorant of
the social customs of the 01d Land, lent to 1ife in Red River a
prestige and culture which otherwise would have been all but com-
pletely absent from so primitive an order of society. It was the
needs of this claes which inspired the first efforts at higher
education in Assinabeia, and which in a great measure made poseible
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their continuation. Together with certain of the clergy, they
were the chief contributors to 'letters! in the colony, and the
strong and beneficial influence of such a personality as Sir Gec.
Simpson, on the whole life of the community, should never be
forgotten. ‘

While the Selkirk settlers were perhaps the greatest single
leavening influence in Red River, they were of course far out-
numbered by the Orkney-men and by the English epeaking half-breeds.
Both these latter elements made no inconsiderable contribution to
the material and social progress of the settlement. The
comparative comfort which such breeds as the Gowlers, the Fletts
and Mackays enjoyed (1) even in the face of a condition of
economic sterility, was ample vindication of Lord Selkirk's faith
in the tract of land granted him 'for the purposes of agriculture!
and 'civilization!.

It was in this community of many degrees of difference in
intelligence and interest, inwrought with Indien traits, that the
Church of England carried on its great miesionary and educational
work, single handed up to 1840, The debt of gratitude which
the reople of western Canada owe to the great British Missionary
Societies who made the work poseible, and to the zeal and foresight
of such men as West, Cochran, and Bishop Anderson, can never be
calculated. One dares aver that the high mindedness, faith
and heroism of the missionaries themselves, has nowhere been sur=
pgesed in the history of Christian Missicnary endeavour; and John
West is ae worthy of canonization as many a Saint whose name now
.occupiee an honoured place in the Church Calendar. The actual
undertakings of these men have been herein recorded. Who can
say how elevating and far reaching was the enriching and mind
liberating influence of the Church of England in the *small begin-
nings' of the great North West? Amongst the Indians within
the confineg of Assinaboia the Anglican Church, alone, carried out
the ideals of Selkirk as to the diffusicn of the finer elements of
our citilization. The success of these efforte is best illus-
trated by the comparative freedom of the colony from the hostility
of the natives, and in both settlement and the Intericr by the fact -
that when Bishop Anderson left the country in 1864, eight out of
twenty-five of his clergy were natives. They had responded to
civilization and to Christianity.

There is every evidence that harmony between the Roman
Catholic and Protestat communities in Red River was the rule rather
than the exception. This was due not more to the economic inter- -
dependence of the two, than to the large minded tolerance in matters
of race and religion which was characteristic of Assinsbois.

One cannot but be struck with admiration for the self sacri-
fice and genuine piety of the leaders of the Church of Rome in
their gr=at work of native evangelization, and for their zeal and
organizing ability in the Red River parishes. It may truly be
said of them as it was by Lecrd Durham of their brethren in Lower

(1).Hind mentions these men as suc:essful farmers in the Headingley
district.
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Canada- ‘'They have been the promoters and dispensers of charity
and the effectual guardians of the morals of the people'. In
& turbulent if homogeneous community 'the Catholic priesthood
were the only semblance of stability and organization, and
furnished the only effectual surport of civilization and order'.

Canada must b= content to develop her nationality, by
reconciling as far as possible the two great races within her
borders. This can only be done by the recognition that both
have a common economic goal but, still more by a spirit of com=~
promise and tolerance. In this respect Red River is a micro-
cosm of the Dominion at large.

One is forced to the belief that we as Canadians of today,
can learn from the early years of settlement in the west, two
things of fundamental importance to the future of our country and
our Empire. We may realize that the permanence and harpiness
of a2 nation or a comrunity depends firet upon the character of
ite porulation, and secondly upon the elevating forces at work

in the national life. This being the case the neced of immig-
rante of sound character if the promise of a bright future for
Canada is to be achieved, becomes readily obvious. Morecover a

glance at the Pacific Coast suffices to convince one that these
mighty prairies must speedily be populated with Christian and
gemi-Chritian Europeane if they are not tc be over run by non=-
Christizn Asiastics. :

It becomes s8till clearer that the Canadian people must
vigorously propagate those religious and educational forces
which make for sound character, stable government and an
intelligence which spells death fo the corroding influences of
materislism. When these two motives have become the guiding
principles of the national 1life; then and then only, will be
realized Lord Selkirk's ideal of millione of happy and prosperous
subjects on these western plains. '

N
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LIFE AND LETTERS IN RED RIVER.

1812 -~ 163,

BIBLIOGRAPHY.

The bibliography of this Thesis is
compiled from available material at the
Legislative and Carnegie libraries in Winnipeg
and from a library established in St. Luke’s
Chureh, in connection with the Centenary of
the Anglican Church in Ruperts Land. with
one or two minor exceptions, the author hsas
had recourse to all of the published works
mentioned,

The material which may be regarded,
for our purposes as documentary or primery,
is indicated by an asterisk. It will be
observed that the sources are, in the main,
of & secondary nature.
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