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.{BSTRACT

This study involves a review of infornaLj.on found in a
eernple a{ Ëse.Ê fll-ee of Indian chlldren adopted frorn ç¡lthln
the Provi-nce of Manltoba. The informatlon is exarnined for the
purpoae sf canducÈIng an exprlaratory etudy of the edoptlon of
Indler¡ chi Idren .

The sLudy examines a random sarnple of 95 fndian adoption
flles housed ln the Chil-d and Fanily Support Branch of the
Government of Hanitobs. The lnforrnetlon cn theee filee hsve
been sub¡nitted by the various agencies in Manltoba mandated Lo
place fndian children for adoptlon. The files studied span
approximaLely 35 yeårs. from the early 1950'e through 19S4.

The coverage, quality, and potential usefulness of the
data conteined 1n the fÍIes Ig asgeesed. InforneLion
contalned In adoption fllee 1,g revlewed and lrnplicaLlone are
co¡reldered for future reseereh. Fropositfone and
recÕrnrûendstl-one regardlng the effectiveneeg of tF¡e adaptlan ø{
Indl-e¡: chlldren, and thæ directlcrn r:f ful-ure reeesrch In Lhls
regard, are forrnulated.
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TNTRODUCTION

In recent years the adoption of Indlan children frorn
Hanitoba has beco¡ne an issue of concern for the Indians, the
government, and prof e,selonaL,g end citlzene 1n Ìf enlLoba ,
Ther'efore, In Bn attenpL to clarlfy the elLuatlon the
Government of Manitoba hae encouraged reeearch in the area of
Indian adopLlon. It ie hoped that Lhe gathering of more
infornatlon regardlng ttre Indlan adoptfon eltuatlan 1n
Manitoba çiII facilitate the governmenL's abij-ity to inplemenL
pracLÍces and policlee fn adoptlon more ln keeping wlth the
preeent needs of Indlan chlJ-dren 1n I'feniLoba. Thie practlcun
is one piece of that infornaLlon-gaLhering process.

This practicum consists of an exploratory study of Indian
adoptl.or:a in Manl-toba uLilJ-zlng the Infornatlon u¡hleh ie
subrnitted Lo the Frovlnclal government regarding these
adoptlons. To thl-s end Lhe etudy coneieted of exanlning a
rs¡rdcn earnpllng of 95 adoptlon fllee housed In the Child end
Fani ly Support Êranch cf the Manltaba Êovernnient. Ttre
lnf r=rnstlon Ë¡-r theee f 1lee hes been eubnitted to the
Departnent by the varlÊus ågenciee 1n I'fanifobs mandsted to
place lr:dian chlldren far adoptlon. The purÞoËê of thls
practlcum is to examine the content of these canrpleted
adopLlon fllee ln order to formulaLe somë basic propositions
and recorn¡nendations. Theee nay then be uged €¡,s a basle for
furLher research, whieh in turn, nìay be utilized to formul-ate
policies and pracLicee regarding Indian adoptions.

Þfy goals wÍthin this practicum are:

to develop â greaLer expertise Ín the
forrnuletlon snd utlllzatlon of research and
analysis procedures.

to gain a better understanding of the basic
skills needed to conduct an exploratory study in
the f ield of Chitd üùelfare, with a specific
focus on Indian adoptions.

to put forth propositions and recommendations
pertalnlng t.o Lhe status of Indisn adoptione in
Manltoba for the purposea of contrlbutíng to
further reseerch Ín thlg areå.

,l

a

4- to contrÍbute
the eLatue of

to gain more
of adoption,
edoptlon.

to the knowledge base regarding
ïndlan adoptione 1n Msnltobs"

theoretical knowledge in the area
and in partlcular, trangraclal

E
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thapter L

LTTERATURE REVIEH

Inlqgduction.

rn keeping with the practirun oh.1 ertivea .=et ,=uL in thefirst chepter, this fj-terature review wilr focus on three
I¡road êreas of study: L)Adoption, 2)Transraciar Adoptionu and
3) Adoption of rndian children in canada, and rnorespecitricelly, in }lanitr¡ba, by nor¡-rndían families. t¡tithin
these Lhree broad areaË the focus is further narrov,¡ed !ohighl ight those particular aspecte r,¡hich provide i

-õ prelininary und.er.st.e.nding af Lhe potential
effecte cf transracial_ adopt ian t:Ì-t indien
chr Idren;
fln analyai.= nf the d.=ta gathered in thi-=
practicurn to pravide guidelines for iLs use in
the enpiricaL study of tl¡ese ¡:oLentiaÌ effects;
and
a forrnul.=tinn crf questi*n.s and propo_rlitisn.E
for further research Ín the area af Lransracial
adoptirrn of fndien cl¡iLElren.

This stucl-v LaEEuaË.s thttt thær= i.ç ñ ctefiniLe ne,ed fc¡r furt,her
regearch in the adoplion of rndiar: chi rd,ren by nÕr-r-Ind jan
femiries" A brief overvieç+ of the evenLe over the pest
several year,s ,should sËrve es anple Sustification.

Fluch cf t.he irnpetu-= in the trenci t.ossarcl i ncreasing
Nransracial- adoplions can be lraced to üJorl-d hjar IT. The r^¡ar
left behind a large number of orphans, many of then of rnixed
or non-Caucasian origin. Moved by the pIight af these
chiLdren mãny fa¡nilies j-n N<¡rth Anerica volunteered to give
these chil-dren a horne. ûnce it had become established that
adopting a chlld of another race from enother country was both
politicalry end socialty acceptabre, it uag only a short step
to acce¡rting the adoption of chirdren of another race frorn
within North America. This change in .societal at"it.udes, during
the l-95o's and Lg6o's, coupled çilh Lhe decreasing
availabiJ.ity of çhite babies,, and the increasing availabiJ-iLy
of non-çhite chil-dren for acloption, meant that t.ransracia.l-
arJoption flourished. These chirdren ldere, íor LFre nssL part,

")



Indian and Black children.

This trend conLinued until the Lgzo,s when the nu¡nber of
transraciel adoptj-one began to decline. Thie decreese
colncided wlth the etrong racial prlde movernent developlng inthe rndian end Bleck com¡nunitiee. Indian and Bleck leadersbegan voeelJ.zlng Lheir concerns regardlng Lhe effecLg oftraneracral adoptions not onry on the chirdren but, ôn therndLan snd./or Êlack connunJ.ty as å ¡,¡hore; the expreeefon
'culturar genocJ-de' firet c€me into belng during this period.
cultural genocide qrås aFeciftcerry mentioned in Lg?2, when
BLaek Sociar Horkerg, at the Netl-onar Aeeocratron of Bleck
idorkere conference, vofced thelr fesre that 1f the adoptlon ofblack chlldren by r.¡hite fa¡niIles r¿ag allowed to contlnuet'¡ithout interruptlon there would soon be few children left r¿hot¿ourd keep Bleck curturel tradrtlong alive (Jones & EIee
1979i374>. Trsneracial adoptlon cerrfed ç¡ith tt Lhe feer ofagelmflstlon l-nto the domlnsnt curture, Lhue depreting thefuture cultural resourceg of the chlrd. curÈurar genoctde
would be the Inevltable reeult.

rndians all over North A¡nerica strongly upheld thisviewpolnt. Thelr chirdren krere aleo betng adopted by whitefe¡nillee 1n wheL they s,aw ae¡ terrlfylng numbere. To them,
treneracler adoptj-on r¡as yet snother neans, along wrthecononÍc paverty, trsnenitlable dieeaeeg, and lsck ofpollticer and aocler pÕr.rÈr, by which the donrnant whltesocÍety wae attenpting Lo brlng about the demlse of therndrene. rndisn readere arr ovÈr cansda, and thelr eupporters,
a,sked for a review of Indlan adoptlone in Cansds.

The province of I'fanitoba was no exception. Statistics forMenitabe ghor¿ thet. in Lg?ã-Lg7ii

ïn Manitoba, where native people account for
appraxlmately L214 0f the provlnclal populaLl0n,
netive chirdren represent approxinatery 6o:a of the
totar number of chÍrdren in c€¡re (Hudeon and
I'fcKenzie 1941:69) .

Â reviet¡ of the data on Indian Adoption Ín I'fanitoba four year,slster yielded einilar results:

...49.7 percent of a1l children Ín Manitoba
praced for adoption in lgal were rndlan or Metis.
That figure l-e nuch higher than Lhe proportlon of
Native chlldren in other provincee(Johnston
1983 i42> -

The fndian leaders' concern that fndian children v¡ere
belng eeperated fron thelr fa¡nilies wse co¡nbined wfth the
concern Lhet thege chlldren were algo befng eeparated fron
their communiLy, fro¡n their province, and finally fron their



country. Crlttce of trsnerscial adoptÍon voiced their feer
that what they congidered to be the traumatic effectg of
renoving the child from fa¡niriar eurroundinge and placing
hi¡n/her lnto an al-ien environment would be compcrunded by the
detrl¡nentar effeetg of placrng Èn rndlen chtl_d into a whlte
adoptlve famIly. Both eiLuatLone see¡ned to be occurrlng witha frequency whlch caused ararm wfthin the rndl_en community(Ryant 1984; Êyrer t977; Johneon 1gê1; Mfnderl e Gurwltt
1977). This alarm was partfcularry strong in ManÍtoba where:

UntiI L9A2, Manitoba was the only 3urisdicLionin csnads that etirr praeed ej-gnlfleant numbere of
NaLlve chlLdren in the united stateg (Johneton
LsÊ3:42).

As statistics of t.his kind started to become com¡non
knowredge, Manitoba rndiansr €16 welr a6 the ManitobagovernnenÈ, began to questfon the lang-tern effecte of
I'fanltohe'a adoptlon pollcy for Indtan children.

Hanitoba rndians have not s¡eiLed untir such a tine as
studies of the rong-Lern effects werê conducted: they feeredthat waitJ-ng would cåuae the¡n to roge mÊny mÕre chrrdren.
Therefore, they began taklng etepe to gain some contror over

Manitoba pet.itloned for and received pernieelon to esLablieh
chlrd ßrlelfare Prevention Frogra¡ns etaffed in part by rndian
workers. The Menltoba Indlan Child ldelfsre Sub-Connittee also
wag formed during thle tr¡ne. rn 1ggo, the l{anlt'oba Tripartlte
comnlttee, made up of representatrvee of the Manltobe rndran
Brotherhood, the Province, the Department of rndLan Affairs
and, the DeperLment of Nationel Health end þJelfårer releaeed a
report auggeeting alternetive ways of dellverÍng ChlId Welfareserviceg to fndiang in Manltoba. The Four Nations Confederåcy,
feellng thaL the propoeed arternatives ,.did not ensure the
lnplernentatlon of an Indian planned end conLrolled gervice
derlvery eyaten", (setdr 1gÊg) eub¡nltted thelr o$rn report.
The resurt qlaa that, ln January, 1gÊ1, the Four Nationg
Confederacy entered into an agreenent wtth the Depart¡nent of
rndlan Affaire whlch provlded fundlng for an inltial
orrentatlon pheee of â NaLÍve-run Chrld end Fsnriry Services.
Forrowing thia, 1n JulyrlgBl, the Dakota-o¡ibway chlld andFanlry servlcee ¡nandated by the provlnce to provide alr chtld
Helfare servicee excepL adoptron to the eight Regervee
withln the Tribar counciL. rn February, tggz, the Tripartite
Agreenent betr+een canada, Manitoba, and the I'fanttoba rndian
child slelfare Serviceg was signed. This agreenent finarlzed
a.LI provisions for the deliverlng of ChiId Uelfare Services
and Fanlly and Juvenire Probatlon servjceg by rndian-run
agenclee to twenty-frve participating Regerves (seidr lggg).
Later that yeår, 1n Lgãz, ågree¡nente were areo elgned
providing fndian-run ChiId Welfare Services Lo the SouLheast,Interlake, and ldeet Êeglon Tr1bal Counc1Ig.
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4dep!leee_!n_GeEera I .

one of the assunptions of Lhis practícun is that in orderto underetend the effecte of treneracial adoptiona on Indianchlrdren, 1t Is flret necessary to undergtsnd the general
effects of adoption on arl children. onry by looking at thegl¡niraritlee withln both typee of adoption and isolatlng thedl-fference åre He abre to formurete Bone propoaÍtions
regardlng the effecte of trangrsciar adoptlen on rndlanchlldren.

The dearth of rongitudínar studies has been one of themåJor difflculties in obtaining concrete, eubstantial evidenceof Èhe J.ong-tern effects of adoptlon on chlldren. The e,tudíegthat rirere conducted between the yeårs 194û-196ô foLrot+edchlldren for relatLvely short periode of t1¡ne afLer adoption:
anywhere from s few monthe to a yeer. Theee etudiee areofocuged rargery on children of pre-echoo] to beginnlng-schoolage: theee chlldren, beeldes being too young as yeL to havehad nåny 1Ife experJ.ences, *ere algo too yorng to belntervleç¡ed. coneequentry, rnuch of Lhe verbal_ ãaÈa abouttheir behavlour end feellnge wae captured Lhrough Íntervlewewith the adoptlve parente. I'foet of theee eLudiee focused onthe psychologlcal, lnterrectual, and mental development of thechild, through a eerlee of deveropmenter tegts. The chÍrd,ssuccesgful adaptatlon to the edoptlve envÍronment r¡ag meaeuredthrough comparieons with biorogicar children raised withinblological fanllÍee. A ma]Õr drss¡bsck in thege etudieg rathet they do not define what they nean by .success'. As areeult, the reader hae no wey of knor¿ing precfeely what theetudieg are me€surlng ae 'Buecess, and whether or ,,oL th**" ieåny sgreenent on whet constitutee teuccesg, 1n the field of
adoptJ-on.

These studies algo appear rargery to ignore the uníquenature of the adopLive fenilles, atthough it wourd seem thatfailure to do so could potentially skew Lhe resurts. rt wagnot untit L964, with Lhe publishing of David Kirk,sstudy'Ëhgred-Eglg, that thls uniqueness eras finarly recognized
and incorporated lnto further gtudieg:

Kirk's work represènts one of the few aÈtenptsto develÊF I theory sbout the adaptlve fanr.ry aa onehaving epec{ar dynanfee thet set lt apart fron thebiologicel fanrily (Fanehel 1966 it?Z) .

Kirk's theories regarding the adopted famiry wirr be referredto throughout this literature review. His theoriee have foundwideepreed eupport among nåny of the reading reeearcherg inthe fierd of adoption and have l-nfruenced much of the
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literature about adoption
publ J.estl-on ,

Lhet hae been wrltten eLnce Hlrk,e

Kirk, €¡nd many of those ¡r¡ho folror*¡ed him, recognized thatalthough the adoptlve fa¡nlly hart unique qualltlee ùftfcft eet itapert fro¡n the bloroglcar famlry, thie factor fn itself couldnot be eaid to be the eole deterninÍng factor behlnd thesuccess or faÍlure of the adoptlon. rn their longltudlnsletudy of enotionar, social and academÍc funcLl_onlng of adoptedchildren, Elonen and Schwartz found that!

In essence, this investigation indicates thatadoptlve chlldren do not have additionar emotional
and social probleme, 3ust becauee they are edopted,
but rather that they have severer problens ff vrtal
situatione bring e reactlon of fear and anxiety fron
slgnificant adurte In thelr environment (Eronen &
Schwartz 1965:7ê).

rf any one factor can be pinpointed as having a J.argel-nfruence on the aucceas or felrure of the adoptlon placenent,
1t wourd appeår to be communrcation. Jaffee and Fangher(1970) etudied the effects of other veriableg euch åsgocloecononic stetug of adoptive parenta, educatlon ofadoptive parenLs, sex of adoptive chlldrenr ågê of children attine of adoption, and emproyment statug of adoptive mothers,ln order to gåuge the weighL of their infruence on theadoptlon eituatlon. Much to their surprise, they found thattheee vsriabree hsd li¡ntted or nõ reletron to the eubaequent
life ed3uetnent of the adoptive chird. The only variable thatappeared to have aotne elgnif lcant lnf luence $raa
'con¡nunÍcatlon' .
communlcation

{dtthln the adoptlon framework, good
becomes synonomÕus t"ith the term

'acknowledgement-of-difference, (Kirk 1964) .

rn hie sLudies on adoption, Devid Kirk begins from theprenlee thet North American soclety places a much greater
varue on biologicer parenting than on adoptlon (Ktrk 1964).
There 1g a certaln kind of aura, a certaLn kind of enchant¡nent
that has developed around the whore process of creaÈrng efenily. rt begina wlLh courtÍng, which then leads LomarrÍage' whfch finarly culninates in the bearlng of a child:the obligation Lo transmit the famjly brood lineg to anothergeneraLion has been furfilled. The rore of blologlcarparenting is one which most North Amerícang have beensociarized to accept t+Íthout question. gJe are taught tobelieve that. t+e wirl become .reaL, motherg and fathere throughbiorogicel reproduction. None of us arê eocÍarlzed toconcelve of ourservee se 'adoptive, mothers snd faLhers. Hhethappene, hos¡ever, when the ecript Ie suddenly changed?

When in the nidst of a performance, there occursan unexpecLed event whlch threeteng to dterupt
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thinga, it takeg eepeciarly arert and rnventrveactore lo keep Lhe ectlon golng (Ktrk r9É,4:16).

The 'unexpected event' to which Kirk is referring to is acouple'e resllzstion that they are unabte Lo have it=i, oernblologlcar children. Ae in a pì.ay, Lhe coupre turne Lo theother 'åctore' ln thelr envlron¡nent to provide then wllh cuesås to hor¿ to keep golng snd in whst direction. Theseeupporting actors, and the audience, are their ohrn parente,t'heir frlends, thelr nelghbours, and the social r,¡orkere whoprovlde them r¿1th the nesssges on hoç¡ to proceed r+tth the newecript they are faced r+1Lh: 'edoptÍon' (KÍrk 1964).

According to Kirk,the manner in r¿hich the couple theothers in their i¡nmediate environ¡nent perceive adopt ion haslong-laetlng consequences in terns of the posiLivelife-ad3ust¡nent of Lhe adopted chÍtd. Kirk believes that thecoupre can chooee to go wtth one of two options, elther ofwhich can have a greet infruence on the succesê of theedoptlon. one of their choices i.s to go the route of
' re¡ ection-of -di ff erence, ; the other chol-ce IS
' acknor^rledgenent -of -d Ífference, .

'Re¡ection-of-difference' constitutes a deniar, a brockingof the concept of adoptlon. rt ie the ulLimate step taken inthe parents' efforts to einulate the bioroglcer femiiy and todeny the chlrd any identlty other than the one they are gÍvínghln- rt is the re¡ectlon of the chlrd,s bioroglcar parents,culture end herÍtage. The eocrar. work profession, more oftenin the paet than ln the preeent, uncÕneclouely accepte the*re3eetlon-of-dlfference' concept. The adopttve parents åretold to treat the chil-d as their own. LiLtle or nolnfor¡netron 1e provided to the adoptlve parents regarding Lhechird's blorogical paet. New birth certlflcatee are igeuedwhlch nake no reference to the fect Lhat the child rêråsadopted. t Re¡ ection -of -differenee, enphaelzee thenon-exigtance of any pert of the child prlor ta hie beconj.ng å
member of the adoptive fanily.

Re3ection-of-difference does not eli¡ninate revelation. Ats.'me point ln the chird's earry rife the edoptive parents r¡illtelr the hin that he is adopted but they v¡ill attenpt todownpray or avoid discuseion of the adoptf an. They v¡irr.enphaeize to the child that he is .thelr chird,, no differenLthan if he wae born to the¡n. They wirt eubtry lmpry thatadoptlon k¡as onry å neana by ç¡hleh Lhe chtld entered theÍrfamiry but sfter Èhat proceas wås concruded, adoptlon r-rolonger prayed åny part 1n their riveg, and nor e,houLd it forthe chird- Basicarry, they are saying that the eub3ecL rscloged fron Lhe point of revelation on.

vera Fahrberg, a reading authority on chir.dren in fostercare and adopLlon, etates that:
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"ït Ie difflcult to gro$, up as a peychologically
healthy adul_t if one is denied access to his past..
(Fah1berg L979F.:45).

Fahlberg, Kirk, and others betieve that if a child has
knowredge of hie pasÈr of hls biologlcat parents, of hls
curtursl gtatue, he 1e equipped peychologlcally to lncorporate
this knowredge into hie preeent rife, thue meshing Lhe tçoparte lnto a more conplete whole. They believe thal a child
needs me¡noriee fron Lhe paet, in whatever form they ere
provided. Thie knovrredge gives him a sense of identiLy ¡ ã
sense of continuity, a Ëense of serf. rf a chird can be
helped Lo undersLand Lhe circumgtances which led up to his
adoptlon, he nay then be better abre to learn to trust others,
to believe that he doeg have some control over the rest of his
lJfe, and Lo feel that he doeg have many poeitlve cholcee he
can still ¡nake. Open end honest com¡nunication both between
the sociar ¡,¡orker end the adoptive parente, and between the
adoptive parenLs and the chird is the key factor in naking
this happen. The kind of communÍcation that is needed to
create å posÍLive environment for the chird i.s available
through the concept of 'acknor*redgement-of-difference, (Kirk
1964).

Acknor.¡redgenent-of -difference neans that the adopLÍve
parents are abre to be open, honest, and co¡nfortable about the
adoptlon and are abre to communicate thi,s to lhe chird. They
are the ones r*ho are more rikery Èo ¡nake the adoptlon pubric
knowledge by sending out adoption notices, and celebrating the
occasion with faniry and friends. The issue of adoptj-on Íe
openly digcueged wlth the child, whenever the chird degires
it. Expranatlons are gJ.ven to the chltd regarding hts
cultural and racj.aL background if the adoptive parents have
the infornation. Attenpts are made to introduce the chird to
aapects of his cul-turar heritage. Discussions regarding the
biorogical parents are freeJ.y entered into and the adoptlve
parents shoç¡ littLe or no signs of feeling threatened in their
oe¡n rore as parenÈs. The chÍrd is abre to dLscueg hls
thoughts and feelings around both setg of parents as though
they both belong to hie preeenL, r¡hich tn reality , they do.
Thue the child is able to beLter integrate arl of t.he pieces
lnto one, contlnuoue r¿hole.

since many of the children involved in transraciaL
adoption are in the order- than- infant stage, iL is necessary
to com¡nent on some adoption issues specific to older
chirdren. The older Èhe child, the more memories,
experJ.ences' etrengths, and weaknesseg he brings with hin.
consequently, it Ís of even greater j.nportance that
acknowledgement-of-difference be pracLiced by Lhe adopLive
parents. Trying to lgnore and resist any díscussion of thepast is deLrlmentar to the chird. The older chird enlers the
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adoptive ho¡ne with a variety of feeLings such as guilL, anger,self-blane' denlar, fear, mistrust, inadequacyn andpowerlessness. untit this excese baggage is brought out inLothe open, deart with, and arrowed to becone part of thechlld'e paat 1n an acceptable serlse, the adoptive child, andthe adoptive faniry, wirr find that success,ful integratlon ofthe chlId lnto the faniry wilL be much more tenuous!

The order the chird, the order the e¡notionalprobrene whrch result fro¡n such pethogenic
experlences, and the rnore reeigtlve such probrens
are to chenge (Kaduehln LgjOZ >.

There is no denying that resoLving issues in order-chirdren adoptions are rnore dffficult and take longer. BuL asFahlberg(1979), Kadushin(1970), Jewett(1979), and Gill (192g)
point out, it is by no means an lnpossibre task. rt requiresa specific set of skirls and knowledge e6 t¿err as a greaL deelof patJ-ence and understanding. A maJor piece in beginning towork out the adoption of older children ig to co¡nmunicate tothe child the reason why he had to leave his biologicalfaniry. The chird needs to know the truth ln order tounderetand that, although thts reJ.ationship did not work out,it does not meån thet he witl nëver be ebre eustain ålonglasting reratlonshíp. He needs to knoç¡ that he is not to
bla¡ne for his removal from hle fanily of orlgin.

once Lhis has been accomprished, he then needs to be givenpermlseion to grleve. He needg to know thet he wirr not bepuniehed If he crieg for the fa¡nily he lefL behind. He algo
neede to knoqr that hre adoptive fa¡nlly wlrl not feer angeredor threatened If he dlepraya emotfon openly. Thla grieving lspart of tÞre leave-tsklng ErrÈreÈsË the chlld musL grr thr-r=ugh! he
¡nugt be able to eay goodbye to hle brorogicar fanrtry, eiLhersynborlcalry or in reality, in order to be free to move on.

fn whichever way possible, it is extremely desirable toinvolve the biologJ_cal fanily in thie procese.

Terling the chird that the parents know this isa good choice for himr or would be happy to know
that he wae v¡1th thls new fanily, nekeg iL eaglerfor the chrrd to accept the neu¡ eituation (Jewett
19S2 iL7l. .

This helps Lhe chird to deal with sorne of his feelings ofdieroyalty to hle fanlly of orJ-gin and it freeg hln to give ofhlnself to h1e adopLj.ve fanily.

9Jhen díscussing the igsues relevant Lo the adoptive childand how they can be best deart with in order to make theadoptlve home a more nurturlng place for everyoneespeciarry the child one must not forget the rore of the
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sêeIËl s¡ork agency lnvolved. ïn many caees, the eoclel r+orker
le the nslor, lf not the gole, llnk the chrld hee heLq¡een hle
biorogicar famlly and hre adoptive fanj-ry. The eoclar worker
horde of much lnfor¡natl-on sboul the chtld,e peet. The worker
ie often the only persor¡ who hae been lnvolved with the child
Õn å long-tern, congLetent bagl-g prlor to the adoption. rn
some cåseg, if the worker had worked wÍth the blorogicel
famlly for a long perrod of tl¡ne before the adoption of Lhe
child, that worker has come Èo be regarded by the famiry and
the chrrd as a mernher of the fantly. Therefore, the u¡orker
can play key role in easing the Lransition of the child fro¡n
one fanily to another.

Part of her tthe social v¡orker,s] inportance is
to herp the chirdren bet.ter understand their paet so
they can move on to another fanIly, and part le ag
someone who knowe about theee chlrdren and their
paat and st111 llkee end reepecte then (Jewett
197Ê:7Ë).

rn essence, the social worker has beco¡ne a part of Lhis
chtrd'e femiry, or femillee. Thie, then, brJ-nge lnto focus
the queatlon of when an agency'e invorvement in the proceee of
adoption ehourd ceåËe. At preeent, it hee been co¡nrnon
practice to break off contact v¡ith the adoptive fanily once
the adoption l-s finarized. The retionsle behind thie ie thet
the adoptive fanlly nuet be, and desires to be, treated 3ustlikes any other famÍry. Thie is a prime exampre of
t re3 ectlon-of -dlfference' . There lg I ittle overt
acknowledgenent of the ongoing dlfferencee and difflculties
whlch are unique Ln the adoptÍve fanily.

rnitially, it was first berieved that it was the s¡ish ofthe adoptive fanlly to dlscontinue contact r+ith the agency
after the edoptron was conÞleted. rt ig now beconfng crearer
that It 1g more often Lhe agency's dlgcomfort r,¡hich dictateg
this poricy. More and more, peopre ç¡ithin the fierd of
adopÈIon are coming to belleve thet it Íg in the be,st interest
of the chlld to ¡naintein aone contrnued contact with the
adopLrve fanIly, hor"¡ever ¡nini¡nal. Thls approach ís vl_ev¡ed eg,
€t prevention tsctlc. bJlth ongolng contact, Lhe worker may be
able to dlffuee adoption iggueg which heve the poLentlal of
deveroping into long-ter¡n crisee if not deert with at theproper tine:

üle s¡ould suggest that agencies ¡naintain contacL
with adoptive fa¡nilies for a much 1onger period than
they not¡ do by either Lf Lwo ¡nethods: ( 1) by
organizing developmentel etudiee ¡,rhlch cal l f or
snnual lntervlews wlth edoptlve fsmflleg along the
llnee Èaken In the reeesrch reported herer of,, (t)by
organizlng theLr contactg sround non-research
enterpriaes ln whlch adoptlve couplee are lnvlted to
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cÕne separatêIy or in groups to ehare t+ith thesgency etsff their experlencee over the precedingyesr- He recognize the poeefbirity that for go¡nã
fa¡nil1e,g the continued presence of the agency intheir rivee wourd be seen as too great an rntrusionand uould be tao anxiety-provoking for the¡n totoLerate. He belleve, however, that such reactiont¿ould not be the predoninant one (Jaffee & Fangher.L97Õ:315) .

IggnsEgclCI_$dept i ons .

surprisingry the riterature on transraci.al adoptíon tendsto focus on different issues than the literature or adoptlonsin general. Hhereae the latter concentrated on deveLopnentaJ.isgues and issues of adapÈatfon, the former focuses more onissueg of reclal ldentity and studylng the charqcteristÍcs ofr¿hite åÞpricents who wêre wllrrng to adopt other-racechl Ldren .

The literat'ure on transraciar. adoptions tends to givesuperficiar treaLnent Lo igeueg rerated epeclflcarry toadoptíon such ag the child,s need for biological informatíon,his need to grieve, and hie need to rfnk p"Ãt with preeent inorder to estabLlgh e cohegive future. rngtead it tende Lofocue more on the Lssue of race end the effect thie ieeue heson the chil-d, the adoptrve fanily, end theÍr respectiveconmunftles- The effect of traneracier adoptl0n ôn theblologlcaJ. fanlry ig rarery ¡nentioned. The literature ontransraciar edoptron appears to prace nìore emphaeie on grobal.leeueg thsn dld the rlterature Õn adoptrons in general. Theemphaeie Lends to be ae much on Lhe ãommunfty from whence thech1ld cå¡ne and went aer on the child hineelf .

The conLroversy and porÍtics of transracieradoptlon often overehadow ite more intrnate eepecte(Ladner t9i7:25).

As owen Girr and Barbara Jackson (19g3) report re: theadoption of brack children into r¡hite fanil_ies 1; Engrand, thestudlee whlch hed preceeded then indicated that the reguLtg oftheee edoptione erere poertrve orr et the leaet, hed nodeflnabLe negatlve regulte. GI1I and Jaeka,on,er or.¡n findlngeconcluded that the chlldren eludred tended to ldentlfy r¿fththe white race much nore than wlth thelr own race, but thatthelr technrquee of coplng urrth difflcultfeg seemed to be soweLl-deveroped and stabre that they crourd be able to resorvethe identity issues that €lrose, at reast for the tlme being(1983:1o3). Thege reseerchere did admlt, ho*ever, that therewas no evldence to ehow how these s€¡me chlrdren wourd reLateto the black comnunLty once they reached adulthood (19a3:1g1).
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Thre wae onry one of the many queetiona left unaner+ered.Therefore, arthough et the ti¡ne of the etudy, tranaracÍeladoptÍon appeared to heve a positíve outco¡ne, its continued
etuccêaa tende t'o remain an unknoç¡n. The måJor reason for thislsck of knor¿redge Ie the same reason ae Lhat for edoptfons Lngenerar 3 the leck of rongltudlner etud{ee. Joyce Ladnersucclnctly eteteg Lhe dilemma creeted by thls gap:

As a rule, the patterns of interaction andlnterpereonal reratlonships q¡ithin the i¡nnediate
famlry are generarry good. since the chlrdren srest1lI very young, one cannot predfct with certainty
if this pettern will renain the Bemê aa they groq,
into adoreecence and edulthood (Ladner LgTi:39).

There is, t.herefore, a need for continued sÈudies in thearea of LranersclaL edoptlon to better determine iLs present
state of effeire and where iL should go Lo in the future. rnorder to do this vre need to begln by examining the history oftransracial adoptfon.

Transracl_a1 and transcult.uraL adoptions havealways exieted (Joneg & EIse lg7g:g?g).

.{lthough transracial adoptions have arways existed invarious curtures at various tinee, it wae not until the lgso,ethet traneraclal adoptlong became proninenL in North America.
One of the notivaLing forces behind thie change wae Horld blarrr and ite aftermath. As the atrocities of the Holocaust
became known there was a renewed emphesis on democraticequaIlty. This' combined wiLh the knos¡ledge thaL there erere
hundreds of other-race children in foreign countries refÈorphaned by the hrar, made trangracial adoption boLhporiticalry and sociarly acceptable. Ae Lhe evairability ofthege transcultural adoptions decreased, farnllies r¡ho wantedto adopt children began looking closer to hone. The L96o,ssaw a narked lncreage 1n the adoption of Black and rndlanchildren by white families (Grow and S¡nith 1gZ1).

rdith the increase of LransraciaL a'doptive parents, theseperents cane Lo recognfze the need to forn a coheslve grÕup toprovlde support to each other ag qreLr as to lobby for supportfron the rarger community. one of the eerriest and mostweLr-known of these organizations is Lhe open Ðoor society,chartered in L962, whoee aime were:
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ïts stated aims are: "To encoursge the generel
accepLar:ce, tlircughout the cor,rrnunity, o*- children of
nrinority reËeë rfr nLixed Ì:ackgraund, to prornote tfre
legal adopLiorr of eucl¡ chii.dren by parents cf any
rãËe, and 1¡'l this co¡rnection to v¡or!-: aê closely as'
possibJ.e ç+ith off lcral adoplion agencies" {Mitc}¡elL
1-969: Ë1_9 ) .

The purpose of this group was publicJ.y puL forlh at the
First International- Conference Õr1 Transrecial Adoption hefd in
l{cntreai in L969 " rt very quiekly became apparent Lhat ¡roL
everycne ç¡a,s in egrëernent r+iLh Lhe philosophy espoused by
ErÕups rike the open Doer Society. At a very differeni kj-nd of
conference held in t972, the National Association of BLack
Soci-aÌ !Jorkers:

issued a sLatenent opposing transraciaf adopLion
because of fears of cul-tural 'genoci-de' on the ot¡e
hand ar:d conËern for the child's identity cln the
other hand (Jones & Ei-se i979i374) "

This viewpoinl wõs echsed by the North .åmerican Trrdians v+ho:

i ssued a -.rLatenent thet iat,eled transracial
adoplion 'genocide' anC aecugeC v.¡hit,e society of
seeking to deny the Indians their future by teking
år,r€y their children (Jones & El.=e 12782374) "

The red,uct,iori of t.ransracial edoption dr_rring the
3'97ö',s-8û's q¡åË due in large part to this ir:itiaL opposition
a¡rd a gror*ing feer o¡'t the parL r:f botl¡ BLecks ar:d T¡rdiens that
tr.an,sracial adopt ion , if arloçed lo continue, would ilrove
irrevocably deLrirnental to their r.ace and Lheir cul_ture.

An e;qamin-etiçn æf Lhe ,rrglrnerrt.= f çr rarf d .rgains-t
transracial- adopLicin reveaLs that beth sicies agree with the
sane bagic vaLue.s ar:d prenisesn but they differ in the
interpretation and priorizaÈion of these varueË. For e:*arnpre,
the pro and antj- fections .sstree boLh¡ thai providinE .e child
sit'h his Fwn perent{s} i-q irrtimetely in t.he F-¡est interest c,f
ihe ct¡ii-C. But, t+hile they agr'ee in principle, lhey disagree
in rnethodalÐEy "
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The pro-t,ransracial adoplion people believe thaL other-race
parenLs are definitely preferable to no parents at al-1. They
also bel-ieve thrat the key Lo a successful edoplion outcone is
hoç+ q+el-l- the parenLe funcLiarr in t,heir roJ-e as parenlsi lf Lhe
parents are able Lo provide continuiLy of carj-ng, strength of
f ani J.y o and priCe in Lhe individuaf a.s a per'sor¡ ës ç+el J aÉ a
¡nernber of a raËe LL¡e¡-r a tre¡rsracielly-adcrpted chiid hae as
good a chance of beconing a strong, sLable aduLl as äny other
chii-d. Pro-tran,gracial argurnents alsc tend to l-ean rnuch more
i r¡ f avcur af. tt¡e' re3 ecLion-of -difference' concept..
'Re¡ect ion-of -dif f erence' i,s vier.red aË ê positive ste¡: in
rnaxir¡rizing å pÈrsiün's e,eIf -in¡ocÈh aË an individuaL ;

i{e find.s his r-rniqueness È,y separating himsç1f
from his biological background as a distinct per.son,
rrot Ì:y identifying r¡ith it (Hagen 13?11i?7> "

Equal it'y f ær n11 manl"iind 
"purporLeci t.o he the gonJ-*reSectio¡r-of -differer¡.:e' ldea

rat'her then
of tho.se r+ha

ns:--imi 1.:Lii:n, iE
ãccrue to the

-_- ---! 
_f

f.n ¿-'1.'ii i ñ trnr"
l ive in ot-r"
belong uiLh

Ï.L i.ç rrrere creative tr-,, dsv.:lçp E
fanily tl-¿at permi-ts € $i.nr¡ cf sne rõçË
of e¡rotl¡er hi.s sÊn then it is Lo
t re.diliona] assumptions thaL peopJ-e
their ov¡n kind (l{agen i?VI'.37}.

A-= pre'.'ieri-=J-y nc,ted. the enti-tr'=nsraciql edcrr:tisn FErfFlhr
a1,so hoid that- il is írr i,he best. interest of the child to be
raised by parent (s), buL not to the point u¡here ally
rnaterial ly-adequale and appropriately-caring liome is beLLey'
than no lrome aL all-, Edmond Jones echoed the sentiments of
rn j3ny Bleck, Indian, ar:d $híi:e , opponents of traneracial
adopiion when he ,said i

Ï cl'-r n+l d*ny t h* i inpart.anre rtf l nve and
security of home life for e'\¡ery youngster in foster
cår*e or preadoptive or edoptive ¡rlacenrer:l-. However,
f cannot beli-eve that ANY home for the black chilci
is the gol-utio¡r Lo Lhe problem (Jones i-9722L37J "



A priÍìary reason f ar Laking this parlicular sLance ig this
group's beLief that a child canrrot deveJ-op an adequate feeling
af self -ç¡orth ç+ithr:ul f irst deveJ.oping â eLrcng undersLandirrg
af hi.s Õç,n race and cul-turar identity an,l theL this
underetanding rnust come through exper ì ence rat_her t ha¡:
enpathy" rt is l¡eli-eved that r¡o ¡natter how ç¡eLl-meanlng r,+hite
per'enls arê, they car¡¡-rÕt ever tru-Ly hope Lo pass on the real
ÊÊËênce of ç¡hat it means to be Black or Indiani

The t.ra_nsrecially a,_ìop-Led chii,l hsç b=en
regerded as the victim c¡f inproper saciqiizetion.
critics cauiion lhat Lhe child ¡,+iif beco¡re marginal
t. both the black and the ç+hite r,uorlds, because he
or she will not have Ì¡een adequateJ_y prepared Lo
function in either {Ladner IjTT:BL).

t'dl-¡ile *dapt.ive parenLs çrLro "rt.tempL ta in-=t.¿11- E{rmÊ rncisl
and cullural pride into Lheir edopLed chii-clren arÈ eÕnsiclereC
less of å thre.=È t han 'uhoee t+ho aclively f ol.Lou¡ a
re3ection-of-difference paLh r+ith their chird" lt is feLt
that the latter inethod nc't onry confuses t-he adopted chiid,s
seLf -irnage, !:ut erso ha,s a gre.ster potentiar of fos,rering a
negative seLf -inage and sel-f -i-¡orth (Ladner 1,977 i8'J, l Sandness
L975'.4€'3,; Jones tÐ72J. Cn a larger sca Ietre¡ect ion-of -ditrference' is perceived as meanË by rç'h 1ch th,=
dorninant culture gtrives to d.e¡nean t-he coLlective seLfi -irnage
of the ininorily race. rt is Êeen a.Ê a clear.cut message that
the rninorj-ty race ig unabie, end Lherefore does not have the
right, to care for their ot",n chil-dren (Ladner igTT) . The issue
f c¡r the ninority race, and in pe.rtÍcurar, its readership,
becornee one of pride, noL only of t"he past but of Ltre preËenL,
and alsn the fulure" This car¡ add a politj-cal dimensiÕn to
tÉhat $¡as initiatJ-y ¡:erceÍved as sirnple child ç¡eLfare diLernma.
Bc¡Lh aspects of the situation are connected by fear, prirnarily
lhe fear of 'culturai genocicìe, .

TFrB pi-lrõse 'cul-l¡-¡rer genc,cide' trançlnte-q j-ntn the vgr:.¡
reaL fear that the contj-nued removal of their chil-cren, ar¡ray
frorn the care and cGn¡LrÐI of lhe Bl-ack or Indian cornrnunity,
çi I I ¡:a'e cnly erode the eonnru¡rily, s ei:i l ily +_o rnairrta jn ite
physical grov;th of the comrnunity buL also Íts
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curLLìrE1,/spirrtuar dirnensio¡r. [tlithc'ut children to pss's on the
tredilio¡ra1 valuee and bel-ieíe it is feared that the Black ancl
ïtrdi.=n peo¡rle's uniqueness r,r¡il-1 event.ualJ"y fade and beco¡ne
inLegraled ì nto the ç+hiLe ruling socieiy (Jones & Erge rgTg;
Ladnei' !977; Sandness 1-975),

t-ar-iFf ed ç.¡ith thi-q fe¿r i* t.he re.=ent-nrenL th,:i Lrnn.=racial
adoption is being t,ruLed as a l¡eneficiai aid Lo BLack
ar /rndian children v.¡hen, in f act, its real purflose is "'to
satisfy the frustr.ated parental desires of chilctleeel q¡hit.ee"
(sandnes,e 1-9?5i4{-2J. The ar¡ti-lransracial- adopLion grciup,s
agrÈe v¡it-h adoption agencies in their assessmenL thaL Lhere
åre Loo rriany chil-drerr for the too few available ,same-race
adoptive homes" But they feer thet the agencies hsve heen
extremely Lar¡ in their atLenpts to recruit same-race homes,
preferring tq deai r¡¿ith the large numl:er of v¡hÍte adoptive
home.s readily availabf e:

When rel.iewing t'he Lit,er,:tura çrn adcrpLinn, tr¡r¡e
is struck by the exLent to r,¡hich econonic
terninology is used to dlscugs many of the issues.
For exernple, the Lerrns SUPPLY and DEHAND are often
em¡rloyed" There 1.s a real set-lse in which adoptions
do work ur¡dêr narket corrditlons and in whlch
children åre i¡r exchange iLeng (Ryanà LgA4tL76t.

Anc¡thsr rrerceived oF-,,=i.;rcl-s tc the recrr-¡itment sf .=ñrnq-rðEe
homes is the crit-ería uged to Sucge Lhe appr-opr.iateness of
pot ential- adoptive hones. TL is argued. t hel the stancarcls
u¡hich adopLion are t-¡hite st andards and äre noL riece.ssari ly
trar.lsferrable to Brack or' rndian hornes, r¡<:r shouid they be.
Defirritior:,s of faniiry rnakeul¡:, adequate inco¡ne, nei-hode af
child raising, and G.pprÐf-rriaf;ej-y-nurluring environntenf,s,-jiffer
grr=atly among cultures and il ie feit. that- thege Cifferer¡csg
inust be Le]<en inta consideratisn ç¡he=n eLudyinE aclo¡rtive brsnres
of other r'a¡-eË.

Sinre .Fomg sf -uhis cont,rav=r.=y s-uem.ç frr_ra .rhe
real or substantiated long-term information,
ìargeìy unregoLved. NonetheleËs s narry
rnisunderstendinEs could be aÌ Ievie.ted. by
understarrding of Êor¡ìe of the parlicu.lar issues,
Lhose penLaining Lo Indians.

iacl< crf nn;.'
it. remêirrg

of ì:}:re
a greater

specifical 1y
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Sre rr.sraciC!_ådSp! r cn_tr,!*itdi AA_Ëh i !g!qeg "

ït is ça v¡eii cic¡cumented f.:lct that the predaminently i+hiie
Norlh Aner j can cuLlure is f ocueed arc¡und lhe * nucl ea-t' f arii.i ly
çhich by def iniLion j-s made up of a rnother, fa.'her e¡:cl
child (ren) " The e:¿tended farnily ple.ys a pert í ¡'¡ tl¡is exieLirig
st ructure n l¡ut only on a riìõrÊ peripherei level " inÊ
er:pectaticr: 1,= ll¡.st decieian-nekJ-ng ar:d iife är.aj.nteÌl,rt-Ìcé
functions are conducted primarily r'¡ithin the pararneLers cf the
nuclear f emi J"y " Prav i e,ion af rnster'ie] treceseit ies,
chird-rearing functions, and farnily rul-es and reguìe.iions ãre
ll¡e exclugive rcl-ee c¡f tlie parenL.e r+ithin Lhe ¡:ucletr¡- far,riiy"
They rftay receive advice o-r assigtance from Lhe e:<ter:d,ed íanily
or f riends, hut the prirnary responeibility fsr f irral clec'i ,eio¡rs
rest.s v¡ith the parents.

Tha Lradit içnal Indisn f ami 1¡: d.if f er.= f rc¡m t.h* iloc-t i:
,åmericen Cancesie.n fentily in E variety c,f i¡J(ïy.s, Ssr*e of tl.re
dif f lcuLi:ies e:<iet ing lrr the al.ea otr rnclien adoptions Ín
particultrr-, and Chiid [¡]elfare i¡'r ger:ereJ-, Èät'¡ be aLtr.i]:r-¡teC '!:c¡

tl¡e l-ack of aç¡areneÉ,s or' faiLure Èo ta]<e intc consideraticn
Lhe morÈ fundanetrtal d.ifferenct=s 'i nherent irr the Indian

fanily. Thís sshould i:ecorne abundanlJ-y cl-ear eË we revies*' Ëúae
of the ir¿for¡natio¡r which has been Cccunented cr=ncerr:ing Lhe
nakeup, ro.1-ee, funcàicrns, af the India¡r far:r:-ly end o{ .'he
rnembers ui-t h:n Ít "

ïndiar¡ f 'rnti 1y syslams "3rË æxten,:e,i rreLçJr:rk.E
q¡hich character 1st. i ce ì- J- ir inc lude -^",^*.- I,-evet ei

houeehoLds " An Indiar¡ f eni iy, tlieref ore, t,g ar¡
act.lve I<1i:shåp eystern inclu,give af parents,
chi ldrt=n, aunte, unclee, ccusine, a¡:ci grendparent"e
( Red Horse 1- S8O : 462 ) .

A **ari'=ty of ¡:hr;--r-=e-= ha.¡e hieen used tn clr=.=rriÏ:-,e t.he Tn,Ji,nn
f ani J-y f rorn 'structurer ly opèn netr+urke!' ( Recl Hor'se j-gr,g : Êß )
to 'hoListic and interdepender:t' (Byier 1,977i,3; (,lil]<insc¡n
134û:453)" rt is considered open in the sense that a iarge
nunber and c¡ìde variety r:f individuals fail r¡.ntler Lhe headÌng
of family mernber. They range anywhere from greaL-grendparents
to close f emily friends " Â,11 b¡ave s¡:ecif ic rol-eg, funclic¡.ts,
atrd responsibilities, tor¿ard ol--her rrerrrbËrs ç+ithin LhaL fiamily
and ar'e expected to fuif ill thern c,.¡ithout quesLíc,n. The key
f act or here i a i denl i Ly rst_her Lhan b l_ oo,l . Through J.ong
standing interaciì on uilh eech att¡er, eerlain individuals for¡rr
aLtachments ç-rhich carry ç+ith Lhen the Ë€rftÊ responsibj-liLy es,
those peopre who have been born inlo thaL fanriiy. They become
a holistic, i nterdeper:dent, cohesir¡e uniL, sharing equally ir:
the dut ies, decision-na}<ing proceËseË, ancl r"arious oLher-
f unctions neces.sary to maintain Lhe f anri f y's st abi r it y end
gror+ih. This interdependence extende beyend. the bounclaries ,¡f
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the loosely-defined in¡nediate fanily and lnto the co¡nmunlty
ç¡here not only do lndlviduel famrry nemberg ehare
reeponeibtltty for each other, but familles ghare
responsibillty for other fa¡nl-Iies. The trlbe is consídered a
'fanIly'r+tth lndividual famlfies beconing tmemberg, of the
greater 'fa¡nily'. Atl have certain duties and obrigations to
each other c?hich are bindíng (bJilklnson 1g8ot45L; JohnsLon
L983:70). This interdependence ie one which ie hrghry valued
in rndian tradltlon. one of the maJor polnLs of conflicL and
mieunderetandÍng beLç¡een Indiane and bJhtLee when it co¡nes, to
deallng wtth the adopLion of Indian chlldren.

ïredi!¡egef _gÞ!!ç! - rear i ng_Prasti ces_ i n
!be-Ind1en-FeBlIr .

The traditional Indian fanily was seen a,s the vehicle by
çhj-ch lndlvlduel gel-ned hte l-dentfty and the eeLf-confidence
r¿hlch wouLd gee hlm Lhrough hls sdulLhood. Hfe whole e,enee of
being ete¡nrned from the varuee, the tradltlone, the beriefe he
learned 8a a g¡nall chlld wlthln the womb of hle fanlly which,
åB prevS-ouely indicated, encompaeeed s greet nunber of
people. The famlly wae the geed frrrn whlch that Ferson grerc
not 3ueL aB Bn lndlvj-dual, but eg sn Indlan lndivl_dual.

Ittthe fndian fanlly)
velue orientatlone thet
traneactlanel ¡nI1leu f ar
and aa å baele eatelyet
(Red Horse 1980?462>.

serves as a reposiLory for
guJ-de hu¡nsn behsvlor¡ 88 å

l tf e sfrsn e,oclal lzatlon,
for culturel revitallzstlon

The nunber of people who were congidered to have
reeponerbiì-ity for the cere of the children were equar to arr
of the people ç.¡ha were ln Õne q¡ay or another fdentified as
rnembers of the enalLer eyatem of fenlly, ae welr es Èhe larger
systen of 'fam1ly', The chtld'e nother snd father L¡ere only
one snaLl piece of the child'e "ceretaking hlerarchy,, (Red
Horse 1978). .Et the head of Lhe llst of child'g caretakerg
çere the grendperente who retelned "officiar and eyrnbolic
leaderehlp f n fernlly co¡n¡nunitiës" (Red Horee r9rg:69). As
eldere af the fenrlly, thelr wj-gdom ancl leernlng ln the reel¡n
of chlldrearing was alwaye taken accounL of and heeded. slnce
the parente of the child were ofter¡ required to be sbe,ent from
Èhe ho¡ne clurLng the dey In order to furfllI the denande of
their econonic roreg and dutree v¡lthl-n the communJ-ty, the
grandperente v¡ould have full errarge of the chird. Thelr role
ç¡ås prlnarÍry one of educatloni they teught the chird the
finer pointe of self-dlsclpllne ss welr se Lhe vsrloue valueg
and tradltÍons whlch were practLced by their people.
consequently, the grandparentg were ttre prlnary lncllvldusrg
reeponeible for the chird'e spirltuar and e¡nolionar growth.
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Another IiLt l-e-knoç+n bu-' al so ïr.ãJor caretaker of Lhe child
Je lhe chj-id's, 'l:eme.såkÉ'. It h/es ezpecLed t.hat, frequet:t- ar¡d
regular conLact i:e'i-ç¡een that person arrd Lhe child rr'ourd be
rnainlained" The roìe of ll¡e nanregaite ldas to ecL pr.inarJ"ly Ês
a role-rnodel to the chiId, demonstrat.ing by persone. l_ exanple
t he appropriaie nÌãnner f or tT¡e chi l-d to acl ( Red l-los.ee
LSâû:465) . Even rnÐrë irnporterrt, hcç+ever, qras t-he r,:le the
namesake +*c¡ok ÕIf t'Ji¡en i f l-¡res.s Gr l¡ard 'l-ines l:ef e11 *-ire
parents. During these tineso if di:rect famÍIy ¡nernbers b;ëre
nc¡t appropriate cr. not availal:Le, iL Has ll¡e cluty of tire
n,enesake Lo take fuil- Ðr par'rial care of the child ur:til- .such
tirne ae the parents (^rere able t<¡ regain lhe abi. lity tcr eare
for the chi-i-C.

ï'la¡nesalqe-=
"subst-it ute
j.ncapacitated 

"
riLuaIs, namesakÊs
nelr+orli st ruclure¡

pro'rid.e whe_+-, prnfe-==irns1-s
services" if ¡:arent s

Unlil<e .siniilar' r'eJ-igi o¡r,s
bgccrne the s'lme es p.=rent=

(Red Hor.se L97A:7i).

def in.= '3.8
l¡eccne

--- -1d.r!Ll
i- J_t_--l. ¡r L,tt(j

A third grc,lip r,+ha lf€r6 '.¡*il-ss re.=porrsihle fnr o.*er.=eeing the
care of the child rdas the ch j lci',s exLended f emi iy r+hich
ÈncËrnpã,Sged a vest netwark ol peopJ-e fro¡n irn¡nediate er-¡nLö,
unclee, and cou,gin,e to cIüsÉ farnliy f r jends. Their rot e ures
sirnilar to thet of the nsrnesakes i¡: thet Lhiey contriÌ¡uted to
lhe educational- Ëare af the ch¡ild and prüviCed su]¡sLi1:uLe
physical car'Ê in time of r¡ëèd" Th¡e choice of careLaker' for
the ehild t"¡oul-d usually be dicata'ueci l:y ttre cÍrcurnetênceË of
Lhe particuler sitr¡ation.

The i'rst. m"sJor ,JrL-ÌuF cf care.Lalier.= tsa-s i:he comnr-rnity
itsei-f " "aIsË clesign,sted ns Lhe shild's gren'Ler 'frrmiJ-y. "Therefore, the connunity vJês ful1y expected to trIay a
sigrrif icant role irr the previsisn af hi.s .=¡-, jçiLuaL F emü,r."lic:nõ-ì"
and ínt ei- lecLua.L educat icr: " L*he¡r t he parent,s, f or ç¡haier¡er
ree.son.s, s'rere unal¡Ie Lo asËuíne prirrary caz'e for Lhe chil-d, it
lrras ths responsibiiit.y çf the cL-1rilml¡nity Lq ccs,rdir¡s.l+ th=
provisi-on of repiacement caretakers.

Eefçre t.h* c*nqnest, af t.he Ïrrtiian penplp L'T '¿he
whit e rile'r¡, there r"rere r¡ide veriat iqne arrorlei -rhe
Èrlbes of differer:t regions, but in generai, Sndian
chj-]dren çha l-ac]<ed parental care were carecl for by
the e-qLer:ded fenily, Lhe clanr ûF t.he -uriL.,e.
Responsibility and cere for children þ¡ere shared anci
¡ruJLiple rat.her lhan bici_ogica11y fixated (l{i11er.,
Hof f rnan, Ê, Turner 198O : 46S ) .

Ti+ci interest.in,3 paint..= sris+ frorn thi-= pnri.ian l_-,f ihe
lii:erature. First1y, iL appear,s thet the f nd.ian chil_d r¡¡as in
LiltLe danger of being l-eft a ho¡nelegg crrphan. Tf one lever
of care f ai led, anoLher hraË waiting to take its place "Ëecondly, cerLain elements wtrich are considered eseential to



present--dey adoptions $JÉre lr:t.aJ. 1y unknor,¡n in t radit jo¡raI
f ndian corn¡nur:ities " Itr th¡e tyÞe cf t -r.aditi-onal- acìopt rons
praet iced I=y Lhe India¡rs, "cusLoirr adopl j-ons", Lhe chi l-d LJås
acÌopted by sÐrneone k¡rown to LFre fanriì.y " Þlaintain i ng
canfj-dent-ial:.ty as to i.he iden'r-rty of his natur'aL ¡:arents Gr-
i¡is horne r:onrnrui:ily h¡aË ê totalJ-y foreign ccncept. Árthough
botïr of theee poir:l.e urrderf ir:Ë ä eignif icant departure frorn
t.he e?ay adoplions are handled today, Lhey are mucl¡ more in
keeping with what befit,s an fndian chiLd ancr, therefore,
shoul-d i¡e given proper considerat.ior¡ {Jcrhnson l_sBl_:4:JB:
JahneÈon L983 z72tj "

'Tu-=t å-= t'he defir¡ilir-,n *f whcr i.= r-¡1Li¡nat¿-=1y re=pr,n.=iìr1=:
for àhe carë of the chil-d is different in the Indiar: culture
than in the v*hite culture¡ sú Loo, i,e Lhe marr¡fer j-n "¿hich eacl¡
culÈ-ure def ines proper rrethods of chj-rdrearing" rn the ç¡hite
cullure the chiLd ist rnucl¡ more d,epenCeril, much Írûre controLl-ecl
by his parente, ar-td much more sheLtered from sharing ir¡
diff iculties lo do ç¡ith econonic ¡nainLerrance af the faniì.y,
The ¡:ar"enì-s ¡r¡.ake d.ecisions wiLhout. consult.ing the chÍ L,j "Shoui.d ill-neg.s ocëur to lhe mc¡Lher anoth¡er aduLt ie brought in
to assist in Lhe l:are otr the househoLd. The chilcl is aIl-or,.¡erJ
verl' LiÈtLe invol-ve¡nent- in maJor deci.sions regar.cing the
continued maint"airrance of stabiliLy j-n the horne il{iJ-ary
197"ì27J " An etlen¡:L is rir€de lG ei:ieLd Ll¡e clilLd frorn the
difficult"ies uh:-ch may lre occurir-rg ç,¡ilhirr Lhe horne.

The Líler.:l:ure relqt'ed tn the chil-cirearing pract.i=es clf
Èhe Indian fernily state Lhat Indian chi.Ldren ãre viewed. rnucl:
aÈr'e as auicnr:nrous Ì:eings thar: are ç'¡hite chlldrer'¡" Fro¡rr Lhe
tl¡ne they beco¡ne nobile, Indian chil_d.ren Ë.re g j ven rnuch nrcìre
freedont Lo expJ.ore ùÌf iheir Gh!n. Al a ¡¡ruch yr.runger age lhar:
v'¡hite children rndian child,re¡:, arÈ expected to LaI<e part irr
the physical and emolional care of 'uhe ho¡ne " rf the mother
becomes ilL, iL is often expected that t.he older chiLdren r+j-Ll
.Look after the your¡gter sil:iings" (dhat const.itutes 'old enough
to l-or¡k after chiidren' ie not al ç,¡ays agreed upor-r betççee¡:
ïndians and klhites. (Hilary 1972; FuIton LgjZJ

DisciFline cf ar-¡ Ind.j-err child í.= .=EEn t.cr cçcL¡r 1n flìc¡re
ïndian chil-d
a nûì"t - verba i

't--han throughr

subtle Hãy,s than ç+ilhin the klhile e,ystem. I itË

Fhysical di-sri¡-,1ine af chi ici,rrsn is trndi.{-i=rrnr ty nct
practiced ç'¡ithin t.he Indian cuiture " Rather, f ndi.=n chilcÌren
experience discipline through social sancLian. ïf the chiLd
is gui J-Ly of a wrr:ngf ul act Lhe acluit r+i i t cliecipL iner the
chiLd by wilhdrawing hie atienlion aird affectj-on fcr a period
af t irne unt-ii it is feìL Lhat the chird. has beerr properì-y
cheetized " Tl hee bee¡r t*r'it-len that. r..hite pea¡rleo observ i irg
Lhis form of discipJ-ine ç¡iLhout being ar..¡ëre of t.he cìynainice

Í¡rteracts ,¡ith the Ï¡rdi-an adul_L more often on
leveL, l-earning tlirough observe'r-ion rather
'o¡of dg.
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behind such a rnethod" Lencl ta
fndian children is 1e:< ($a:< &
Johnstor: 1-983; Red Hcrse 3_gT8;

conclude that the dl-scipiine at
Thornas 3-97A; At.LeneêvÊ 3_g7T ¡
Byler L377j.

ïn revier+ing 'Lhe lilerature üil clrild-rearin,3 pr-sc1.ire-= inl¡oth ïndian end kJhite cuLtures, Lhe rêãder is able to clra,* t.ç+o
concLusionË. Firstiy, that bo*ul¡ eul-ture,g give clear
indicaLions of loving, caring, and respecÈing their children,
secor:dry, that there is nr right or h¡rc,ng klay of raisi;rg
chlldre¡r, there ie anly the h¡ay t_haL ie felt Lo l¡e nrosi
eppropriat-e c+ithin thet part icular cul-t-ure at tl¡at part.i cular
t j-me " Å11 parenLs of aL l ra(:eÊ and culturea raise lheir
cl¡iidren c'¡lth t-he goal af teacïring ll¡eir chii.drer: lo survir¡e.
The ski 1l-s needed to gurvive in this presenL-clay North
Arnerican culLure calf l¡e ,sêen to be different for a¡1 T¡:clian
child than for è s.,¡hiLe child due to verious faci.ors such
environnent, racia.ì- acceplar:ceo ecorromic rno]:i1ity, ccrrftnonality
of lifestyJ-e and Ëc: on:

Thr:s Êr¡€ nrighl sugge.=t. that in bath cuLtr-rr,=-.;
parents end elders subsecL j-nfants and children ic
ân inLeneive and careful tz-air:íng" but that they use
vèr-y differenL neLhode a.r¡.d ernphasize r¡ery drfferenl
ski 11s (Byler 1-:.77 i3) .

Tbe_Lr¡=¿nteggn! iS!_o{_!be_indr õe_Çday_oi_L r f e=

rt i-q ol:vic¡-r*cr frqm Lhe riLerature thaL children helcl a
very epeciaJ- place in t-he Lredj-tia¡ral Indian farnily anC in the'Lraditional rndian Hay of L if e . They rderè cared. f or,
reepected, nourished, educe,ted, and perceived as the means
through Ì:y t he f ndien culture t+urulrj. conlinue Íj rorn crnë
generetiotr Lo the ne:tl" They r...¡ere seen a,s a l-ink bet.ç.¡eer¡ thre
past and Lhe future. rf this is so ihen d.oes it not seenr
etrange thet as of L98û:

".,st,aLu.s Indien chiLdren were repre-=ent.ed in
the child çcrerfare, syst.em et. approximatery four and a
half ti¡nes the rale for ali. children in canada(JohrnsLon L583:57).

This statistic doe.s not mal-ie much sen-Ee in light af v¿hat r,ne
knor*r of the Indian family and the reLationship ç¡hich exists
between the rndian chlld ancÌ his co¡nnunlty" tde cån then only
come to the concrusì on that other factar,s exisLed, and
possibJ-y stil-I do exisL, +rhich csntriL¡uted to the eeparation
of r¡rdian chil-dren frorn lheir fernily of origin and areo
conlributed Lo Lheir dispersion to other farnil-ies, mainry
Caucasian, throughr:ut North Arnerice.



üne rna3or factor ç,¡hich is attributed to be ã J-eading cause
in the breakdoç+n of ï¡:dj.an farnilíeg ie the generalJ-y 1o*'
econornic statue of the Indian aduLt" trt is a r+el-l-knoç.¡¡r facl
lhat ïndians adults are, cln the ç¡hoie, a rnuch morË
inpoverished peopie than Lheir r,¡hiLe counLerpari-s.

În 1,97 1"" the €verage annual- income c'f all native
people ç+as Ë2 r976, conpared r"¡ith a naLio¡:al average
of 55, 033 . More t han one-thir.d of tl¡e nat,ive
populaLion received r¡o income at aLL. In 137"-73,
more than helf a{ the c,r¡-ree,erve population ç¡aË
dependenL on ç+elfare (I{yant 1-9å4:i69).

Poverly¡ or rather, Lhe resulLs of poverty, underrnine much
of Lhe abilily of firany lndien families to maj-ntain a posit.ive
sensë of gror.+th, stabi J. ity , and self -worth in crur society.
Sorne of the more oi¡vious results of poverLy arë substandard
housing, poor heai.th, alcoholism" and lifestyles c,hich revsl"ve
around åbusÈ *f oneeel-f a¡rd ather,s. Sorrre of the other
ctl'¡sequer¡(]es of poverty åre not- Eo c¡l:viaue but nìuch rrìÊrre
danaging. Conetent and unallevíeted poverty, s"rlth ite
corresponding subsequent inability to provide adequately fc¡r
one's fanily, can Lead to a feeJ-inE of helplessneÈs,,
¡rowerlessne.sg, Ios,s o{ self-esteem, and l oss: of
-qel-f-car¡fidence. {Bi;ier L977; .T*hn*qi:n 19.Q.1-;,Tahnston L9$3;
Miiler, Hoffmann & Turrrer 1-98û; Ryanl i984).

Pc.rent.= v¡he f*ar they mei" lase t.heir chilcìren
nõ.y havs t.heir .=ttif -ccinf i{ien*e EÐ r-:ndermined that
theår ahiiity t,= f'.inci.ion s'r-icce.==fr-iily ñ.= parent.= i.s
inpaired, with t he resuLt that t-hey loge their.
children (Bylss L977:8).

iudg'=d by r+hite .=tnnrïardz +f what. is .e-pprotrrínLe fcr ra

femily in ter¡ns of physical and material- goodsr âÊ v¡ef I ag
ç¡hat. are i.he appropriale me-uhods of ch1ld caring , the Indien
fanily i,s often for-lnd çanl¿ing. This can lead Lo differences
a{ opinion as Lo whe'i-her or nc:L the Indian child,shoulci re¡naj.n
wilh hie farnily of orÍgir:. Frc,m the etaÈistics ar¡eilabLe on
$ative chii-drel: in care it" .s.Illieer's lhat +.i¡e ciplior: of r'enavi-ng
tbre chil-d frorn the ferniì-y is ofien the cne choeen (Joh¡:son
lSSi:438) " .qt t-l¡is point j-t i,e naL for uË to 3uCge ç¡heLher
ihese clecisiong v,¡ere right ür !.Jrong ai Lhe time. iL is enough
lo Ëey tha'r- t-j:¡e India¡: peopie ¡:oq+ feel i.hat. olh¡er opt.j-ons niusL
be considered iri order to enable the l¡rdian child to remain
ç j"th his fanily and,/or his cui"ural connunity " The Indian
people feel that cnì-y by retaining the chil-d r,çill- they be able
to nainlein 'Lheir culLural traditions. The quesLion, ho!+ever,
relilains: tShaL rdere sÐme of Lhe factors r.+hich l"ed up Lo this
¡rre.**nL siLualiarr?



f ssuesr_trgI içr gg¿_and_Prac! j.ces_regerQ i ng_Ind!ans_i n
Çgnade.

ïn terms of the present status of Lhe rndÍan peopre, the
vieur moet fevoured by the current J.itereture ie beet
lntroduced by H. Phtlip Hepworth! "the d.Lgadvantaged gtatus of
netive people ie not of their own nakj_ng .,(Hepworth lggo:121).
Pete Hudeon and Brad l{cKenzie expand Õn thte et.atemenL through
their theory of col-onieLls¡n and ite inherenL negetive balance
of relationehlpe between <¡r-¡e peopre and another. They
maintaj-n that white people, keeping to the true definition ofcolonlallem, succeeefully worked aL naking the rndiang
dependent on them in order to extract benefits for themeelves
{Hudeon & }lcKenzie 19&1:65). ThIe eyaten of lnter.ectlon began
from t.he nonent the r"¡hite peopre randed on the shores of North
ånerlca" Belng å mÕre end naterial-Iy edvanced peopre then the
rndiansr the whl-te peopre hrère thus ¡n.¡re ekirrfur at fmpoelng
thefr wirl and their needs over those of the rndl"an people.
Having once eeteblished this system of dependency, both the
Hhite and the fndlan people felt it was necessary to ¡naÍntain
this hierarchÍcaI årr€ngenent for fear of otherr¡ise sufferlng
great lossee on both gldes. The presenl-day plight of the
North-AmerÍcan fndian fe attrLbuted Lo the contl-nued practlce
of colonlaligm. Hudeon snd McKenzle" e,upported by patrlck
Johnston, maintaln that the chird lderfere eyeten ås itpertalne to the rndlan people Ls a contl-nued form of
colonleliem. since thle theory ie etated or implÍed in much
of the llterature thle theory degerve,g elos,er examination.
one Hay of dolng Bo te to look st the epeclftc attrlbutee of
colonlsllg¡n and see whst, lf anyr relaLlonshlp exigtg between
Lhem and the chird uerfere system as iL relates to North
Amerlcan f ndlen,s.

The first atLribuLe of colonialis¡n is stated as "...Lhe
ultimete power end decislon-making abirlty ie veeted l-n the
donlnant group" (Johngton lggg t7g> . Through the use of such
vehicree ae the Britieh North Anrerl-cs Aet and Lhe Reeerve
syaten, the whLte peopre of csnads have eet the¡neervee up åsproteetore af snd provJ-dera for the rndian peopre once theLatter hsd heen atrlpped c'f ttrelr abltity ta pravlde forthemserveg" The lrony of thie, hor.¡ever, ie that ¡^rhen it isti¡ne Lo act, factla¡re wlthln the vuhtte eoerety ccnpete ¡"¡tth
each other in being the firet to dleavrkr rÈaÞonelbility. Thle
becomeg apparent ç+hen dlecueslng v¡ho ig responeibre for
admlnisterJ-ng chird üJel-fare servl-ces to rndlans, on Res,erveE,:

In generaJ-rLhe maJor barrier has been the
unwillingnese of provlnclel and nunicipal
governments Lo provide eervice,g or epend monieg ôn a
nlnorlty group regarded ee the exclueive
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of the federal- sÐvËrrrlrrent- ( Hepl+onth

t.ll i 1 _ !l_ _!9¿l j- I Ð t'I- € F!î--!\¡ ] 11ÊEr-Ê fir+ 1n egr**ilent ll¡aL t.he
f i¡ranc i ¡:E of servicee L,r-l reËËrvÈs i,s ê federel
reËporrå i bi J- ily , Seci:Lon ee, af, tl¡e Ï¡rdian Act doee
r¡c:L cJ-arify t.he finencial o1¡l-igations cf Lhe federal_
gcvernr,renL Lo prr:vinces thel extend Lheir. Ëet.vicës
{Johnston i3B3:5).

Â.s '3 reaul-t. .ãÐr-r(s r*.=er'¡*.= did næt receive ilhiiLl Uelfar{3
servj-ceg excepL in crisis ei tuatione v,¡hj.ch (,1¡ere congideEecl
life and dealh (Hepworth 1-980). tsy lhe t"ime th¡e situaticn h¡ad
reached thie poinL, Lhene were vÈry few opLione left i¡r ter¡n,s
at ressi.ution. Tr¡erËfrre, it. appear,s tt¡et. the Lypicat chaj-n
of evenLs $raË: .s crisis sccurred; ch:-rc v;el-fare sçrvices r+ere
cal,Led in; r'!cr other imineiiate option presented iLself e:<cept
L,¡ pÌ,ace *'hal chil-d in car-Ë; the factor,s v¡hich precipitated
the cl'is:-s hrere not adequateJ.y deelt ç+it.h and t-he parenL i*as
fou¡rd u¡:e,bLe ta resunË care of the chil-d ç¡ithin a set lirrit of
tivrre,: tÏ¡e child was fouäd i¡: r¡eêd af r,rüre pernranent, eLable
carë and r4¡aË pì-aced for adopLion, rftere often tharr noL in a
'"¿h1le adcptlve horne. 5ta'Li.st j-cs appear i.o ind j-caÈe -rhã+, t-l-¡is
rirëthocl of inLerveniion (4as ntuch nüre Lhe ricrm than the
eucept-ion 'o¡hæn cleali:rg çith T¡rciia¡r farn jLiee:

ñ- ------::t crf a'Ii chilcirerr jn C€nfl,--ra,i¡Ëre in"fÐ l-tiitL:E'!

'r-i:e care r:í cl¡ilC r+elfare authoriLies in 1gAû.. " 4"6
percent. of alI steitr-r.s chilcirer¡ were in care
(.-lohnsf-r¡n 1983 2--:7 ) .

The --r\¡=1r:ridirrg prablem .gFFìÐãr.E '.c be t.hat, fin-::rL
decisic,n-nek.i-ng Ëowers have ult,imctely rest.e'd ç;iLir t he
c¿rminent whiLe Eroup " The r¡rdian peopJ-e have lço st-r'ikee
aEainst" thr=rn ç$hen it Èorries to decision-rrraÌ<ing r,+ithin tl"le child
ç¡eLfare si:ster'r. Nc¡l oniy are they col:sidered a ninority poi.J*r
due ì-o their raciai sLatus, Lhey are arso considered a
minorily Fo'*¡er i¡ecause af lhreir statu.s as bioJ-agical parents-

Irr mc,st. ç€.Ees grtr¡LiF.Ë rËFrË.=Èntirrg the adu¡_,Live
parenls hsve r¡ìc¡re pc'l i'i-iÉä1 prrwer and I rrtÕ!-e
re.=pe,ci:.ed -qt,tit.u-q in the c+mmlrnit 3,. _{:hen dc the
general ìy deprived, crf len rninorit y gror.lp, bi_ologicat
p.arents (l{adushin 1994:8) .

þJithir¡ ã syrt.+m such *'-E ci¡i.e¡-risJ.i-=m, å.-he mifloc-ii-t' gri-ÌuF ËÐmãsi
to feei Lhal r¡a inatter colhat Lhey do or say Lhe odds ëre
agains'i t hen .

The second aitribuie of coLonioli.srn is .uhat:

Lhe ¡-,¡E¡çl.ice*q, cn=Lc,n.= ,:nq-l t¡e.Cit.ic¡ns of i,he
,sulrordi¡rale Er'.futri åre de\¡ãiued (-Tol¡¡te.|cn l-ËS3;79_> .

i?



r".¡re have air'eady lcc'l¿ed at sone s{ .uhe practicee, cueic,¡¡rs antl
tradiliar:s af the Tndian fanily and sÈën hov¡ tì-rey do ,l.iffer
from ihe ç"hile cuLluse" kJe harze .al"so lauched brief J.y c:t1 the
fecL thai tliesê] dj-fferenceg ðre noL alv,iays understood nor äre
lliey accerrled by tire eaici dominant ç;håte cuf ture. This
siiuatÍon, cornlcined r+ith i:he fact- that Lhe existing child
f,Jel"fere sys'r-ern i-s said t-o be paLterned soìeJ_y afLez- the
l:eliefe of tFrr= uhåte syst.em, rilõ.l¡ \¡eÐy easiì-y l_ead to
¡tieundersi-ar:,iinge anC nisi¡:ter¡:r.etatiat: ci{ eventei

Sc,ciei r+,¡rkers th*t ãre igrrorant crf fnciian
cui.tural- values ,s¡rd socieL ¡rur¡ns have tac, often nracle
inappropr i ar-e decisions, discaverir:g negJ-ect and.
a]:andqr'¡nrent r"¡here nûrre exis,i.s. The context and the
dynernics of the rrrdian farniry har¡e largeJ_y L:eer¡
n jsundergiaod " ê.n rndian cl¡i- l-d iÌ'rây har¡e J-arge
nurnbers -,-if relal-ives r+ho are cr¡neidered crose,
resl:onsihle nrenrbei's of the farrrily" socja.L r^,.orkers,
ur-¡aþÌare of t he ways of rnciarr f arniry r ife, viei+
leaving Lhe child ç+ith persËns outside the nuclear
farnåJ-y esi nËEì ÈcL, grounds for Lerrnii:at-ir:g p.erentai
right.= {T{rller-. .-{c=ffritan,t Tirrrrer l_?.Brf, ;*t-:l-_l;1 "

(*Jh,¡'f;F¡gr L.hç fg'e.dE¡r l_'-1iÈ===============vÊlE' a..= t.he,e.e ëii_ti:hc¡r_q cig, t,h¡rt. thechå1c ç'el f ar'* system hag i:rea+-ed the r¡rclia¡rs badiy clue Lo
iEt:orar:ce ar:d stupidiiy, oï' ìi!<e Mckenzie and Hudson, (lgg1)
lhai -r-hë cirrld t+el-fai'e sysLern has in'¿enEionalJ.y inpoeed t-heir.
val-ues over those cf rndiene, Lhe resurts rernein Lhe sarfte. p,

prcpr:r'-uioneteÌy 1a:'ger nunber t¡f ïndia¡: eh¡irdren r.rere t_aker:
in'-o ëarË ar:c preced for acoption than the¿r u¡l¡ite
counlerpart.e clur ing a ,*inri Lar ¡reríad c¡f Linre.

f!t.her evirience :,het
*f life is devaluecj l:y
Lhat- Ir:dian child.ren whc
rarely ¡:1aced in Tr:Cien

is cited t.s, shc,r.¡ that, the, Indien way
f-l¡e uhite sccjel ser'r¡iceg is t,he fect
arÈ ¡:iaced f or edoption arÈ vÊry

adopllv= hcirnee.

l{.--,*qt nnt.ive chiLciren i+h+ ãre aclc,F_,tsd ërÊ pincedq'Jith l.¡hit"e femiiies. ïr, 2973-7e-, 3L1 af 406 t7i"€,
per c-ont) staLu,g-Ir¡dia¡r cÌ-¡ildren rdÈrÊ adopted by
while f ani i. ies " tdhiLst, kre dc not ¡¡äve clat.a for
noir,statug chiLdrerr, f,here is no reason to berieve
t. hat lhre pr-act ice c,f t ra¡rsl-ac ja.I adoption is
dif f ere¡:t f or these chi Ldre¡: ( Ryant 1gg4 ; 1?û ) "

The .sociai service-= ñrgue 'u.hat 
"her-e 

õre rrÊt^ errough inriien.adoptive horrres aveiLabre, The rr:ciien peoore do nol ,Ji_sagree
t"'ith'Lhls argument i:uL ihey Éay thal'r-hjs ie lhe fauji oí th=
uhíie ¡:ecple. ff adoptive ho¡neg arÈ ¡udgeci by r^¡hite ste¡rclarCs¡shich is seid to em¡:hasize rnaterial ç¡ealt"h a¡:d the r¡ucl ear
faniÌy ,strr-lctureu then vÈry few rndian f,artiiies ãre e.bre Loqual if y " i{nov;ledge of the aclopt ion criter.ia h.l,s .lis*quadeci



nåny Ïndlan 5'eopIe fssr'r €ven al!|-ernpting Èc¡ åpijly for ac.la¡rticn
{Ber'grran !}7?; Blanchard i377; I'frr"r-dell & Gurç.ritt tSvr; Ryant
j-:7ia-+ -, "

The rndieri people ergue thet rrot enly is there very l-ittLe
et+-enipl mede Lo e.Ì lcr+ rndian child.rerr Lo be reised. r+ithin
their own cuLture but 1n the caËe <¡f Canadian Inctian chiidren,
Lhere i s 1/Èry Ii-t+-Ie i-nsi stence that thie chil-cl Ì:e r.ais'ecl in
hi.s ûHn t-er-t !'Lcry "

ïn"Lerest-ingly, ¡-¡lany of lhe children are pJ_aced
çilh t+hj-Le Anerican famiij-es-v¡hich gives rise to yet
anoi.her corn¡:rlairrt-.+.h¡ê denial af the right_ of
cl¡iìdren to live in their. ¡rative l_e'¡:d (Ryent
:.984 2L71,) .

This second aitribuie of col onielisni¡ Jr(ore than any ot,her
attr'i-buteu gi vee risË to the accusation tÌ:eL the r+hite people,
usir:g tlie clil i-C iuei-f er'e eyste*r eEi .a tc'o1, s¡-e ac+-1-vely seeking
the cuLturaL genocide t=f the Indian per=ple" The fndía¡rs r¡ieç¡
lhe pro.:esg¡ äË it esi,st.s l-tr($, in the falJ.or+ir:g IighÈ: the
çhite pèoprfp Ëêe |.he netive enr¡irotrrnent aË ån unhealthy Ðne i-¡r
r,+h:i.ch Lc raj-se chÍldren; lhe ci¡íLcr'en.3re renoçed and placecl
in ac,r'È acceptable t+hif-e ho¡rtes v,¡here they are taught Lt¡ f oL l ov¡
r,+hi!e slel:cards; the chj-ldre¡r are then loe'L Lo t.he rndian
cotnnut-lity er¡d are no longer an .ãvenuÈ thrcugh ,"¡hich the Indie¡'¡
cu lturer v€1ues, iraditione, årrd eLandarcis car'r L're pr-opagaled "

The third at'urihute of coio¡-riel-isrn, which is also l¡eLieved
ta i:e conneel-ed ç¡itf: cuf i:ura1 ger:ocide, .í s:

" . " en i_nt.eract ive f eatr¡re of a coionial
reLationehip car:cìitions boLh¡ Lhe col_onLzer. and the
ccionized 'La thrnl< and behave in certain þrays.
ûften, Lhe r'ëspcll:se af Lhe coionized *-i1l_ reinforce
the negative image of thern held by ¡nernl¡ers of the
dcmlnant. grc'up (JoÏ:ngton L983i79>.

Hhen a rnineri-t"y group is generalry viewed as ççorthLess, unab.Le
to adequateiy pravide for. lhensreÌvee accordir:g ls the
st-a¡:dards set- by the dornÌnant gröup, and u¡rabre tc ebide by
the 'i.aw oi- the ia¡:d' åÉ dei-er'¡rined b:t lhose i¡i l3ol*,Èr-, ë
vicious cycÌ-e 'i g creaf,ed " The mLnorily gror-¡p, unable lo
ut:ciersis¡:d !Lf¡e ì-¡eE¡ rcål¡Ë a¡-rd unsble Ëct seeir soLace in ì_hre r_rìd
tn.'ë,ys, begins ta viËç'¡ it.self ëË pr=r*erÌess. A feeling of
powerlesË¡leËs cerries r+ith it feeLings of ghanre, guiJ-t, fear,
E¡o¡-thLessnÊss,, confusi-ori, an,l pain. This often geLs expr-essec
in ways such aË aIcohoJ. isnr, vicl-ence, and ,guicide. I ¡ì=.qe

expressicr:s af despair erË interpreted by rrr.any in Lhe chilc
'*erf e¡e Ëyetem aË år-r 'inabiJ"ity -uc, cope'; by er:t-eneiorio
i-ndividuaLs ç¡hs¡ arÈ unabÌ e Lo cope ãre obviousìy u¡:able La
prcrt:ide adequale c.ar'e far ihej.r' children" Therefare, childr.en
ärË1 rernoveC frorn their apparenLly unheal-thy environmenls and



pì-aced, Inûre often than ËtìL¡ r,Jith q¡hite ferniìiee, ç¡F¡o ãrË
regarded as rÈûr€ ,gÈab.Le and nurturing lharr the chi 1d's
bioLogical farnily " Arrd ç.;hat of Lhe biol-ogical femiJ.y?

I-Tnf ç:rt_.r-¡na''-e -T. T f ç,r mÊnT T nd i ¡,n põrÊrrt.-5 .3rr,.1.

reiet.ives Lhe l,rng e;-:per.i-errce af disservice l-eft
clpen ç¡ounde ct hurL and anger that. eventua ì. 1y
cons¡-¡med thern. Þf any gave up hope and incorpor¿ied
+-he sent.ence o-Í r+ort.h.Lessness that !.,¡aË handecl ciawn
by the court (Blanci:ard L977:6û) .

Fæ*1ing,= qf Fçlserlæ.=.=n¡=a-=, shr.ne, SLlilt.. fear. r.+c,rthlçi-=grre.==,
confus.i-otr, and pain arè reinforced. Hithout aciequaÈe Ëervices
a¡rd supporls, these parenle ccr:'rinue to r.entairr in the sårfte
debiÌiteting circurnsLance,s r^¡hich prcrnpted Lhe invorvement of
lhe child we-rfere e'ervicee in the f ir.st p1ace. The r¡icicr:s
clzele re¡nains unbrol<en, The parenLs cc'nLir'¡ue lc¡ be sêen as
unable Lo inprcve their eitualion enougïr t"c' ¡neet cl¡iLd t+elfar.e
sì:end.ardg and therefore the child u¡el-fare autharitl-s feei the
need .r.o :'enei¡r j-nvolvedn ¡'rot oriìir ç¡rth t.he fi¡'sÈ- child but
alsc' r+ith hi,s siiriings, and those Lr: cËrne.
st lgnatrzecì.

The ferriJ-y 1,s

F,¡r the f s-¡L-lien chi,.i.c-i t¡ho ha.= kreen acìa¡-,Led int'.ç *a rihite
f¡orneo 'Lhe negatirre way in r.+hich Lhe rneSority of society vie+¡
llie ïr:*lian peo¡:ie, including prssiblS' hie edr:pLive parents,
cal-r praduce å someççhat cotrfused sel-f,-irnage r,¡iÈhin i:he chjld.*Re;eciic'n-cf-difference'may not r-;n1y be put fcrrtl¡ by Lhe
child's edopLì ve fe,n.ì-ly, but it may be actively practiced Ì:y
the chil-d !r.j-nrseif . The chii.l nüy dj-.sar¡okr a¡-¡y feetings of
berarigirrg t¡.-r that graurp of perpre consid.ered warthJ-esg., lazy,
alcoholic, and yeL, |¡e ig r.rnable la deny Èhe bsnd t_hat .ie'
creeled by his physicaJ- õpFËaräncë" The chilc is caughl: in
Lirnbo. He fee-l"e ioet i-n the ç'¡hiLe cdcrrLd, in the fndien {rrGEicå¡
år¡d irloel- j-npart.ent of a1 I, F¡e feel,s lost 1¡: hirneel_f . ll I 

-nas
identity ¡-enain.s treÌ:uiaue a¡:d ur:cÌef ined (Johnston iç,33:-úû) " :f
he has not had a chqnce Lo reeolve Lhese issuee by the time i-¡e
reaches aduJ-thor:d, the confusion, ånEer, and fruetralian l¡e
ce.rrieg t"'ith hi¡rr IRäy rnanifest therneel-vee through behavi-ot¡r
t+h j-ch is .¿iewed as deviant. by 'Lhe societlr at J-arge.
ThroughouL his adurt life, l:e continue-s ta he caughL in two
l+o¡'1ds, f unctiar:ing nårgina1ly in bo+-h "

The lndian pec,plc: mairrtain theL this lc,ss of the chird'.s
ldetrtl'i:y .j.e tl¡* c-¿*ur: of cul'uuraJ- genlcide. -Ê1¡¡ce i.i¡e child ì-¡cr
ionger feels psrL tlf th¡e Ir:dia¡: ci:rffrrí!ui'¡j-Ly, he ce¡:r¡oL reiete to
iie tr.adil--'i cr:gu v.ãJ.LtËei, ar:d i:ei-ie{s, .ar:d therefor.* cE'¡:r:r:t-
it-lear¡:crat.e Lf¡ern i¡r È.rry r.jõy ç¡it-hir: frirne+if Íir ËrrjËr.t¡ lfeÉE
lhe:n cåì cs h:e rl¡iid¡.+r¡" The frrdi.en pecll-l1e feei tt¡ai it. is, hy
adop'Ling indian children into their society t.hat the v+hiLe
society 1s attenrg:ting Lo .ec|¡ieve ll¡e a.,seirùifalicn crf i_he
ïrrdierr raëÈ (Hudear: E Mcken=ie 1SA1) "



(lle f¡ave ËèÈl-i Lhat ¡rruch af tl¡e current literature focueing
ür-l tran¡¡r'4,:íai. ada¡lll'3¡1 ,=f indier: ch¡iLd¡'er¡ t.ende, ta .. Éã¡-¡
L'=r,+srd ll¡e Tr:ci.=r¡ p*tni r-:{ vieç;, t.h.*t l--i¡e adopLi.=n ai Irrcisr¡
ci¡l-1d¡-e::r I:y çhuf:e far*11les ie seË¡-ì ês cle...lr-u,:tivæ i:at GrrIir La
!he clil-ld ]:ut èlsci Lo the rr:'lian c*rnnur-ri_ty i_¡r g,=ner.ai" Noç+
Le-¿ us l:r'ief 1y e:ta¡n'i r:e t-h¡* f eu r'eeea¡-cl¡ ef f ar.t,e r.egar.dÍ¡g tir=
aCopti,:n cf I¡-rdia¡: chil_,1:-e¡: by ç+l¡rt.e fe.niIies ar:cl teL u,s Éeë
if they aì,sc lend Lo corlcur '".¡it.h ti¡is vier,",point. .

R g 
= 
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!Þrådret=

Re'=e":rch in the ðrÊå Elf transr,ncial adoptian of rndian
childr'en hag ffiuëh i¡r ËÕrnrftün wiLh regearch ln the aree of
eCa¡:tion c¡r Lrar¡,Ër.êciê1 .ãdrlp+-iûn in generaJ.:

theræ iç 's Lir¡itÊd nlinher c,f ;:sse,:rch =tlrciieçdone in -Lhis fielC ar:d even fewer' nu¡*ber r.f
IongiLuc!rnal- ,sLudies ccini¡:iet.e,1 , There i,s
L Í tt 1e i ¡'r the r+åy e-f I ¡:f arn',a.L i c:r¡ cünceï.rr j.:l€f th,=
ef f +clg of t re.ns::acial f nd.iar:i,rç¡hite aCcpt_i.+ns
Õ¡1 ïndialr chii.drel: ürrce ihey r*ach aCü1escær¡c{=P
ee,rly adult hcaC, ür. t tre ¡r,iddle y{i.e!-rr ,
there är'e ver'y fer,+ st.udiee r+l-:J*h focil-q ¡ri ':!-
uLiÌize the chil-dre¡:'.= orsrì T'Ër,sp¡:'nst:Ë üt:
reaetj-a¡re to the adapi-i.on eiLuaàic¡-¡" Th*i¡
experiencÈË ãre usueÌìy r¡erbeliçed by a
third-party o rnosL af len i:I¡eå¡ adop.uivé pêrerrr¿s. ,
Ëìr are .*¡ritten up ,=e ob*iervaLions made Ì:;: tiie
researcher ar¡d./o¡^ his assisLant g.
rirr¡.Ët. of t.he s'Lr:ciie,.s -¡-.F¡id t,= igrr*re tLr* ci-;.¡. ilì. c
biologícal f arnJ. ly and backg¡rr:und rr r if it ì 91

mentiened, tt i.s mÐrg in pes.*=irrg !-hnn &_=' €r¡
irnporlanl åtem in the sLi.rdy.
aiLhar-rgh irt.r.ny fnr-låar¡ childre¡-r 't.end t,_r he
adopted ai: â f ater åge¡ there ic, IiLtl-e
cì- i *c¡-r -qs i.,*:n Êr: t, he .=.pec i er i,-l i f f i ci_l i.,¿ i e,= i ri h e:: r: rr .ç
in older-ch j- ldi"en ad,:pt-ione en,j hcç t he,se
dj"fficuit"i-es rnay or E\ay not be ccrnp*un,J*cl by tl¡e
lrar:graciaL aepecl c:{ the acJo¡iticn.
ril'.=I-r:.' '=f thg .=i.tiriis.= for-:u-= n*sL ¡f thçir" resear-ch
Ðn the adopiJ.ve ¡:az-ei:ls, and rrÌÕrË epecificaiiy,
crr¡ ihe -=çcíc,eror-ir_¡rni= .ar¡.d d.siri+gr=.phir att.rihi¡.i:e-=
cf t he edopt irre f r=mi Iy .

irr nL-'rne i=f t.he st'*die-= ,rt.r* the "¡al-ri-r-= çf
referer:ce cì-earÌy def rned " For +xernpJ_e, t+r"ra+e .i"r
neanl i:y *a sugcegsful adapliorr' otr 'o,r|¡e|, :_*q
mea¡'¡i. iry 'å ç¡eI1*adJusLed ch j_ Ld, ig r:eve:r
Ë rLeari-y ,slaLed "

'}

E
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E,y r'.ra:/ of su:Traery i L i¡; f e i r ic Ëey tha',- much of tþ¡e
ìnfc¡'nation regardirig edaplicns, lra¡:eracial- aclc¡rticns, ancl.+iopticn of rndian chi i-cren :i? '*.¡h¡iLe f arri l- ies is ha,secl r:¡îj
'shori-term, I inrited-focug *q.'udie.s, using .siaL.is,;ire, opil:i,:n.l,
end Êyer"ritnegs account.s rather than )-orrgiL'.rclinei, de..a j f ec,
.gcientif icaLiy-ga'Lhered :rtaier ieL "

jas+:ph Ryair.; beeL degcr'i }:es
t.he ¡rresent state of research ir¡ tl¡*:ge ëj:ê.as ,:f eco¡:t.i ,=rr:

r*e ,j,*r nt]t i.rnar,¡ cf '¡.-iiy ,:ilL*i:rne .=t.r_id:" t.hx+_ f *i- i.+r,ç:t
I cohort uf Lrar¡.sracraÌìy adapi-ed cl:ircìre¡:¡ :ûr1g
encugli La ee,labiåeh r."'helher' clr nal çi:ai ig fsarecJ
Tftay happe:: dces ir¡ f acL. c¡ccur. T:.¡ls is sureìy an
åre,a tl¡at rne¡'i t g i nr¡ec íate :re.seaï.ch ¡ Ëû t-iraL f utu¡-,=
policies raêy ta}<e acceunt of ên)¡ ris]<s thai. ,aey be
defiL<lns'¿raLed ( Ry¿¡¿ ige4: 1TS ) "

,1 Lthr¡r-¡gh rçe hei'e =LaLe'--i Ll,nt. r-=se.=¡-ch in al-i- -=r'tii-.= çf
adopt"ion has ¡ro.L been eatís,factary,.uì:ie is nct ta si.eÏ* ii¡al
sorri{} j-nsrEl':i cannoL l:e geined frorn r¡h.=t has b,een da¡re ilp tn
date. 1f theee eiuCie.e Ë,re ¡rcii: aÌ:1e ic, pr.aviie us çili, .ã:;
rnuch infor¡neLion äs wÊ t.;curd. rii<e lhey " &L leasl prúr¡icie u.s
v¡¿ih knculedg- of ihe üåpe af Lnfarm.atior¡ 1:hat' ,jc, e:,:1st- a¡.ld. ir:¡
t¡haL directicn ç+ë ehaulci be tookinE ft: f-iil tho,=e gõps"

L-lnÊ ,;f Lhe e'rr1i*s'L ñr¡d nr¡=L c*npreils¡-r.= ji.'+l ¿årlL inf çr ¡rt¡.çi,¡t",
resear'ch stuCies done in tf¡is epecific erÈ.ã of aCo¡:tion is eii€:
ent iti"ed I.l_xrgm_!þe_8eegËye!¿gnj._I!e_ïfggsï.eËåal._4Ègp!åsn_Ë€
$nçffgeÐ_Ild¡el_Çlll{fel ccnducLed l:y David f aislier in ig7j.
It is å des,=ri¡;live s1:udy v.¡hich c-sn be ccrnsiclesed iangif;uclinr¡-l-
in that the research is conducted Õn a regule.r:u si_ruc.Lurei
]¡asie b'it-h g7 farniliee, ûver å Í-ive-1rs6¡- periocl , heginning frarn
the pì-ecelnent of the Ind.ier'¡ chilct with¿¡r the v¡hite aclopl*ive
hcrne. The parenle o{ theee fam j-Iie.e r^/ere inlervie,,red
ir¡divicualJ-y or as a couple once every ye€.r fo¡: five )rears.The i¡rtervieç.s facusec crn tiie .gocj.cecÉr:onric a¡¡d deinag;.apì:.ic
background of the adopLive parer:ts; the chiLcl ,e, ad;¡ usi:nent .¿c
tl¡e hone in'rerr¡rs cf L'eh.aviour de",.'eiopi:rentn |¡eal-tL¡¡ gs,cia'l
ad3 ustmeni:, pëer rel-etiorrships; ancì t he rq¡aclion af .Li¡e
adoptive ¡rarer:t'e e¡:tended f ami ry ancl comr¡lun i ty, cine ehap{:er
prü\¡iCeC a descri!-rtir¡e enalys,is of the chiLd's, l:r,¡lcgrcaL
bacltground. The f inai resuits sl this sLu,Cy ç^re!,s= surnmai.izecJ
êã f ol Ioç.¡,s i

, , , r!ìL-ri-Ê 'Lha¡-¡ 5r;' F*r-'¡en-L cf i.irs ch i i Cr*n {1rÊ
pe::forrning e:.<treme l y s,çe1I i-n eil- s¡:heres af f ife and
anot.her ?5 F,€TÉer¡t åre ¡rerforniing irr å çây .iiret
¡nahes tire out j ook cf their f ut ure acis usirteriL vÉry
hapef ul . Cnly ten percenl of t.h¡e chi lCr-*r: arerê
shor*i-ng problerns r^¡hich maCe thei¡- ou,r_Iooìt guarCed
a¡rd c,nLy a¡:e chiid (.rå,s seerì aë perforining at suct¡ a
low ier¿el that the future Ìool.rg vÈ3'!¡ dim {Fanshe.l-
7972i323) ,
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rnlerestingì"y enough thie, ,='i.udy, s rirni.i:el:iai-rs a¡:cl ge!-jÊ :i:-ritnoa¡ledge år'ë in É+r{e i4rays rfrore useful than Èhe i¡rforna.t:icn i.r
supplies" É'ltl:ough i'i is å iongi|ucirial st.ucy, i:he ch:.L,lren
Heïe siilJ- ve:'y yÐu:-rg (pr'e-adole.sceni) a¿ t.he ter'r¡ii¡:.at-j-cn a.F
lhe sludlr- Hot+ they ç,¡culd. cope v¡it.t¡ issueg arixirig frrn Lheir-Lransrac i al adopt ion situat ion once t hey reached aCc, l-escenc6¡!+ÌaË aË yëL urrdeLerrnirred" ai Lircugh Fanshel dces offer thisconment:

ït i"= ir, ,ba e-:;pect+rì ihat u-= aur indi*n *dap:.e*=
get si,-ler, tl-re preveì.Êntrs c,f F,rrF-, Iell.s r,¡iii inçre¡_rse(Fanshe1 L972:G23) "

ït. is obvious LhaL a longitudinaL siudy .Lhai is a:pLe .Lo faiLorçthe .=copt.eC chil-c frorn placerneri.l-- thrÀugh i:i: edclesce¡r,:e er¡cìearJ-y adullh¡oocl i,s lreeded" Tt¡e infarrnalion gathered fr,on gucl:
'3 study '+oul-d Èhen need Lc be ccrnÞared uitl"¡ infarnationga'uhered frcm .3 cr:niroi. groutri gf non-adopi.ecl chi]d¡-.en frcnsinil-ar socic¡econanic ancl dæn-rcgrapfric bachgr.our:ds;. it rrì€.ytl¡en be possiÌ:J-e to apply ,scflìe kind of meagur'eme¡it a.f Ëì-rccês¡¡
lc: t:lansracial- adopt.ì_one of fr:d.ian chil_clren.

Far¡çhel f uur¡d t hat t'':;ç v.=r- i r¡i:l=,= s+hich
el".äftinång çJërë the soc j_oeconornic gt at us
perenì:e ar:d ibre age of t.he cl:ildr-en at li¡te
signif j-cant cerrrel ation (/.;aË founcl. b¡etl"¡een
status of the adopt ive f ami l je.s and .uhe
ad¡ ust-rirent " "The he?h st atug f arn! l- iee, had
shor,u'i-ng poörer adSr.rst.ment " (FansheI L972

Ïr¡ tçÊr$¡.Ë 'f,f the " eSe' .¡"r¡inhl-e, Fa¡-re.hei f uur¿ci t.hmt. there\däs a slgnif icanl aesocj.atirn beì:çeen the aEe ai ç+hich Lhechi i-d r.+'äs aclopied and his subsequent ad3 ustmen¡ . Farrshe Ì , .=etudy ¿encls ic suppor¿ t"he theory .¡-het earJ.y piaeenrenle arqgeneral1y in Lhe be,st rnter"ests ol Lfræ child (Fa¡r.she.t
a c!'74..11'.) \
¿ J I 4 . JJ¿ / .

Fan-qh'el-'.q conciuding re¡rrarks ëire signif icent. " 1O
i-Jerr.aphras€o, he states Lhat. õE fer es this stnciy is concei:r:ec,il sr-lç'porie lhe vieç¡ tirat lhe adapliori t¡{ indian chiICrr=r¡. Ì--yl+|iiLe fernilies,sFpÈãrË to fiol-d a rnir:imun of riek lo Ll-le cÌril_,jin ter'¡ne of hi.s ptiyeicai ar-¡d erncLiana ! rr¡d=1i--Ìrej-ng, i,Jhat neeCsLa be re¡nembered i,s tlrat Lhe chiic Lias n+t reeched än êüê, eiterninatir:n øf lhis etucÌy, t*,hère he ie fcrced Lo face anrl deaj-tcith a variely af diff icurlies tÌ:at nìay arj-s,e. He .eLsc ste'¿+s
that tra¡:^sracj..eL adoptions arÉ mcsL berreíiciel to -¿he acla¡:tivep.erenLs t hernseL ves ( Fanshel igTz: sgg i - But of even rftúre
signif icani àhan Lheee {--ç¡o pr'evicug state¡¡reni:s ig Faneh€_l-, er:v¡=r'aI1 suin¡nat-i_,=n. He stateg thral !

Ït i--= nr}'' .r-,.=iief t.irfii. L-1n'r T lh* Tndi":n pec:Fii= ire¡-i¡i=i:he right ta determine whether tþ¡eir chiìcix.eri .:an be

\cärÊ iv*r.L.h¡ihi ie
a{ t,he adcpt"ive
cf adcpt ic'r-i. ,E

ihe secioeconcmic
ralJ-ng cf ch¿ 1d
shilCre¡-¡ r.¡ho (^rÊrê



placed 'i r:r ç+hite harires (Fer-:,sheI i972:341- ) ,

Rnte hecçnræ-e ð ie':dirig .¡*ri'r¡.lt--,-it¿ in Âr¡n Eeuf".= .=Lirciir
errt.it"lecï E9d_lb¡idr-en_f n_Hb¿!=_Ênerice i:"ç77i " This .=r|i-iciy ç¡å..Ê
-t - -L --'! Lç.::-nr dur.=.tisn {summer ã.rrd fc, l_i i c.nd fçsr_rsed Ðrr!_¡j_ {i j=lll'-¡l L*

preschool chifdren, äges 3 La 5. The rru¡nber- cf caÉe.s wãs ?29"
Ðr:e of i:he ffra'Jor loc¡l-,g usecì in this etudy vlerë dciL.e anC
pic1:ure cards deplct-ing differer¡t races" Ann Beuf for-lnd l-hal::

Rçce is flrj inpart.rint =a" icih¿e " ,\l+t'ivs fì;r-r¿=r- j-c+ri
youngsf*er',r are rnucl¡ nor'e i iÌ<ely Lhan E+'hi1-ee t-ç
se l ec*- dol-is ,:f the .:ppasiLe x-.3cÈ fcr pcsiL!ve
sler.eoir¡'-*'* f Þr,,,i L€,_,77 i71,J .

Sì"rs nI-=c frlrrri t.hat, 'uhr= ,:lcier the =hiidren 1.¡ËrË, '-he m-rr€
readily ì--hey ie¡.ided 'us fevor çi¡f i-e dolLs" She t-heaiizr=C il¡ai
lhey haC begun tc= deveJ-op a nrlrÈ r,=fir:ed urrC€rsLë*ciing cf 'L.he

fact that çiihin ihe sociel hiereschy a¡l¡ich surr'c¡uird,eC t"l'¡ern
s.¡h ì tes f¡aci nìrrrÊ pü(-rËr a¡rC privi legele { Beuf !}77: 73 ) . Sl¡e t h--r¿
suggested that. i.hey r.<tere also abie Lo u¡ndereLand the !'el¡e:"¡'e,É
of ihis cc'n':ept: that the Tnciian peopì-e the¡r peopie
'yreï'e c1!-¡ e l-ot+er rung of 'r-F¡e Ladder ,:f pü{dËr and prirrilege"
"5elf-identificetriÊir and eterectype erË highly cc::.:reåaled. ","(Ëeuf tS77 i77> " ¡J¡:ce agaii.t the reader nrugt. be eognieanL *í
thie sLudy's liniLaLier:s ç.¡hen a¡ral-yl'Ír'rg the resuLt s " Tj:e
reader ,shouLd i<ee¡: i¡r ¡nir¡.cj th¡e et.udy's ¡'eLaLj.vely short 'Li nie
fra¡ne, Lhe agë af the chiidren, e'r:d ï-he facl lf¡at m.uch af !;he
d.?!ca was gathered lllrough tesll.ng and abger'vaf-j-an relh¡er ihan
f irsL-hand Ír¡forrnatio¡-r girren b-rr the chiid.

ån¡'rher .=',-r-ld,w c;,nçiuc-;.** i ¡-¡ t hat .EflrnË i.r¡..ar h,=.= {r ,lif f +::ænL
lç+isl " Josepì: {*Jegt ermeyer''s study Ibg__Egf ÊgÊ__gf *_IlÊf gg
Familieg _ -in üri.=is de"rl-.= çit.h Irrdi*'n ad+pLisn.= "=,t t,h¡=
pr-= -aocpi i-rn sr:nge " It, is ra s-r-udy qf S Ind.inn familiæs *ncl
¿he= circurngtance,s ç-lhich led uL1 lo their chi l-dre¡: belnE pi;red
for adoplion. i¡i al-l eight famiiie.s, 'Lire ;iarent-s r'.¡ere= be1-u¡ee¡r
the ageË of ?t) Lc 43 )¡earË old. The rna3or probì-etr they eÌl
had ir'¡ comnoll (¿¡as a!'r interperscnaL problen bet.+¡een hu,gband ancì
ç,¡if e " In addit,ion, other prablems identÍfied br€re dr.inkirrE,
a I cchol isr,l ¡ anC depressÍcn " RequeeLs far help werË init ia'Led
b3r the clienLs Èhem-qeives. I'Jesternieyer de.=crii:e's i:he .=ociai
serv'i ce inLerven+-i.on ü,s f ol1owÉ:

The sh i i,-iren ÞJere si_imnar_ í 1y t¡tke.r¡ !¡:" ihe
in-qti-uutian.e in Ëvery onË e{ Lirege ÉËË€.s e.i-rd pieced
irr uhiLe f asi-er hoines. In no case 'Érês a hornemal<er
piacerl wÍth tl¡e f arniJ.y. ì'leni:aL hee'it.h cc¡nsuitaLion
or cpinion HåË r-¡,rl ,süugh+*, rtop çie.s ät'i er¡alueticr: of
the parei:tei aicchoì isr¡i Lrrc'bIe¡r chte.j.ned j.n eny ,=f
r¿hege Ë.=,sÈs (l-,j,=eternëyÈr ]-977:49) .

lde.=lern=yer -,|lhec¡ri=æ-= tha'u. in ¡rr+.=i çf '*he.=e cflEË=; a p+.=ii-.i0.'g
change could lieve occur'red had êrf,ifte *upport serr¡iceË }:ee¡-¡ trul



-; nta place i nrned,iat.ely f nsteacì, the oplicrr favsured rdaÊ €n
auihoriLarian" ¡:o1ice styl s s{ irrtesveniì r-riri tï¡e surcial
i-ngtÍi-uriE:rre hec uì-trrnezely fa:-Led {'ç,.)es+.ermeyÈr tBvT:5¡*) " The
fal.i.Õqt-up ir: this study shoçed lhat .j-r¡ lh* Ërrio fcur a{ :5e¡re
parer:Ls inanegeci lc regain custcdy of Lheir' clri Lclrer:" Thie
.seerÍred tr: have a,ggis-eed .Lhem i¡: der¡el-opinE å $rüT.€ ¡:ceit.ive
seif-irfta'Je and Lhus enabi*d Èhent io cope aorë ad.equat.ely taith
tl:¡eir l-tfe sj-Luatisn. Tile nrêssåg€ in this study .ãIlFrear'.s ta !¡e
Èhai-, in rftanlt cëSèÈ, adoption may rrcll have been neces',sar:¡ if
clher- cpl-ions had l¡een considered and <;1:F¡er su.oporl e,er'\¡iceg
had i:een puà i¡: piace" The 'l.,:l-:e cf :'epraach ancl bilLer.ne,ss
inhereni in liris sludy i.s ¡nirrored in much ,¡f +-hE= I i L-erature
tr'ritten hy Lh¡e opponents of trar¡,sraciar ado¡:tian fc:. Tn,l,ian
children"

Ïn !i=e¡-,i¡g ç+it,h t.he i,:ea nf nt.her al-t.sg.n;:.-L,io..e.E, [,:rtJ-;:n
'{Ltet:eave ciLe,s en exarnp ì s ¿:f 33 cLri I dren uh.: wel: e l_ef t
orphaned by ã rash of suicides" Ail L'uL clne chiid ç./er:e placeC
v¡it,h f riænds Ðr relet ives wit-hin iheår ï¡rdian cammur:ity.
Ðocurnenla-uj-o¡'t shoç¡eC tl¡al the chilC v¡ho r*'as piaceci ou|gitje of
Èhre comrnunity h¡es ¿he onl¡* úr-re i+hc becane invclvr¡C ir¡ se::ic,u.g
delinquencies (Atieneave !977:3il-31_) .,{llhough Atteneave,s
poinL ie çe1l--taken, the rç:adec' must +.¡i:ncler r,+hy Lhrs úne cl:if ,j
t*'as uua]¡Ìe l*: be piac*d ir': his ccmrirunity and il t.l¡is facLor
hari e!1y bear.i-ng orì Lhe subsequ+nL ¡'esulte"

Ã finsl -=iucìy t.hs-r- nÊel1-Ë lü .be mentianaci i-= Ì:.h":rt. d+ri* -iir
.Judge tr 

" C. I{imeL¡nan in 1ç.S4. it 'ì s a repart raLhez- Lha¡:r ä
research sLudy, ccrrs-isting af i¡rfcrmaLion gathered frcrn ê
revieç ¿rf 54 aCopLiorr f iles reFreËenting 93 Ï¡rdj-an chiid-c.*r:"
.q mêJcr l-iraitaÈicn af this ,s'uudy :-.s that Lhe f rle infornaLion
avaiiabie ç.,¡êË r'rü!-¡.-standardÍzecl due lo the uge cf ;*idel-y
differing z'ecordir:g formats by each i,¡oriier. Therefor-e, tlie
informe.t.ion i+äË left open Lc sub¡ectir.ne int.erpreLation i:,y Lhe
regearchec'" fts iimit.atåctls, ho\tlÊr/êr'¡ are elsc i Ls.
strerrgihs. It is through .-i.h.is .sir-rc;y :het ii i.= p-r.=srh1e !-.?
piece logether scrne of the gåp.s elld g,=t. â serrËe of €.(]nìe af the
quesLions tirat need to be l-ooì<ed at. Fc¡r e:<anp 1e , sorßê
ì.rn¡:ortant queslians lhe repor't identif ieC r,reïeI rn¡irat. reascll:Ë
ldere cited for pl-acirig childrer: in Lhe U¡:ited Siat-es? t-,ühal
atlerirpte had been rnacÌe lc cc:¡t.r-acj: e::tende,l far,tily/ccm.¡rur:ity
f ar ess j-st ance ç+ith the cTri Id? t¿,rhat {dere Lhe pre./¡iasÈ
ilÌlLerveniion prans for lhe fan'riiy and the child? k?|iai: i.{ere
the circr:rneLënceË ç.¡hich prarnpLeC the child corrr.ing inlo ËãrÊ
and what n !{ anyihirrg, Hä.s cicne i-ql try and a.i.teviale t-hose
':ircuinstances? t¡Jhat was the pc,iicy for Lhe rÈcruii'rnËF¡t of
ïndia¡'r adopt.ive ho¡ne.s?
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The reËt--f¡ä¡ilË.Ifd-'Eli,:n.= "L,.hsc]'-t'Jhr-=T-¡l the 1i!LËrütLlrË (]ri ,=dçpl:.ii:¡¡i
.:f ïndi-en chiiCren by .?rÈ al-i cor:si,stenl ç+i-tbi Ðavid Fanshel's
statemer:t that, despiLe r¡l¡ai any research u'eveaLs as lc ihe
Ë)r¡cËêêË cr' l-]o!i-ËucseËs c'f, these types af eCopt.ian, i t.l .i:j:e
f i¡-laJ. atra-Lysis, it sl¡cuid be l-eft io r-he India¡1.s -ut C,=side= r:rt-'j

t.i'¡e f ut.ur'e of t heir' chi l-Cren (Fe.nehel i97?:341) . T'or¿
*-eËt:ïtmerrdet"lane çh¡ich foiLors f¡'or¡t 1:hie s+-at'emenls ar+ Lf¡arr! 1)
the decieio¡r-inakir:g Þr'ücÊ6Ë regarding chål-d-relaleC issuee
shc¡uId }:re dane in corrJunci:icir r+ith the India¡r pecple, 2i t.l¡e
fnCians' choice of optione in i:erms of servJ-ces and rescurces
avai lable to ihe¡n ,shoi¡ld be enlarged in or'Ces' te: f acil itet.+
snd r¡iakæ mÐrÊ real-lsLic theic' abeJ-ity t,c' rnake dec.isi¿¡:¡.e
regarding Lhe qrelfere of Tndian cL¡ii"dE.en a¡:d fanrif ies.

The i i'Ler'nt.ure. n1.=+ r-ËEL-1rilmends
procedures ç,¡hich ,sl¡oul-d l¡e coneidered i
changes possiirJ-,=.
reconìilelldatio¡rs :

Foll.:wing

i I tf i.hs¡'r:r:gLr e;-:"=n.in.=t.i+n +f tl¡e Ur!if;Ed 
=t.,r|=.=Ïnd-íon Chifd vJeJf*,re *ct t.ir¡.Elrit.r-1,-led ¡i.E of lùr,vsrilF-,er F-, 1574,i

should be rnade for the purpoËe of reviet+ing ,*hat, t{ är¡y,
poJ"icièË Ëan be adepteC for L¡se i¡r Canada" Sorne specific
i.seues uhicÏ¡ cauicÌ he iooired al e,re;

Indiar¡ 'Lrihes having ¡ul-isciict.icn qrvet eil- chili
ç¡elfare matters pertaining to Indian ehildren a¡:d
farnilies.
ïndian tribai- courLs ha'rirrg 3r-rri.=cìiclion end
authoríLy over the cusLo,Sy of children ot-t a¡rd off
Reserves "
ïndian femilies having prj.ority a.E adoption
êpplicanLs in insLances cahere Èbre acìop1-ee r-¡as ån
ïrrdian chilci. Only after alL c¡ther possible aplione
e:.rhei-¡sLed shoul-d consideraticn be given to placirrg an
ïndien chi-1d i-n a ncln-Indian envi-ronrnent. (Joh¡:sr=n
1-98i; johnsLon 1-983; Mil-Ier, Floffrnar: & Tur¡:er L-Ê80).

So¡ire difficulty nay be encounLered in trying to edapl a31 Ðr
part of lhe United StaLes dc¡curnent due ta the fact thai:
"Canada has r'1ever forrrrally acknowledged Lhe sovereignty of
l¡rCian tribes" (Johnston 19.33:9C]). Therefore Lhe balar:ce of
l:argainir:g Fo(¡¡er' nìðy be sonet+het different, Lha¡: t,hat i:r t.he
UniÈed St'aÈes.

?) The iradiLionaL lndian method af adoplion ca-L-led

re::tain .E ..e¡j.= nnrl
r-r srciec Lo nrake t h¡es€:
a surRmr3r'y of Lhese



tcusLom adopliorr' ¡:eeds r-a Ì:e looked aÈ as e
option.

possibJ-e

I and ïnoi":n
or e]:at:di¡ned
- a pract ice=

!iistoricaiiy, it !cea-E ,lÊriil-(oÍ1. i ¡ Inui
sr:cieties fcr a chiLd ç+ha waË orphaneC
+uo be takerr in and raiseC by a relative
cai. lecl cu.=trr¡¡i edapt ir:n" {._Turhr-¡st +r¡ i-_f -?_3 : 7

Ït ü..¡ðE:-*it that it b.¡ã.= in lire ch-i1a'.= b*çt. intqr="si l-rsi r=¡iflin
c.¡iLhin his conrnunity, to be reieed by relat j-ve,s or frier¡ds ç;hc
vJere known to hín and ç+ha knerc him" They could provi-de hirn
r,"'ith lhe necÈssary linlrs betr¡eer: hie: pasL e¡:cL l¡is present.
secrecy, or €e' the present eystein defines, it, confirlent.ial-iLy,
{¿¡ã,s u¡llqr¡c¡ç¡¡r i¡r Ind.iar: e,dopt ions (Johrrson iSel :433) " Since
Ëveryüne r+ilhin th,=ir ccrrnntunlty ldas cc¡nsidec'ed inlerdepencient,
and responsible for eech oLher' t.her.e r¡Jäs l:rÐ need fsr
conf identÍality in regards Lc t+hc¡ werÉj lhe chj-.l.d,e l¡iaLagj-ca]
parents.

3) Child Helfnre ç¡arker-= v.rorking v¡iLh Indinr¡
chí1dren, where"¡er passíbie, .shsuld he I:-r,-{ierr " The rnlir_,neIe
for this is that they may ]:e betler abLe io u¡-¡dersLand and
uti I ize f nd j.a¡r history u 'rradi-tion, end ii.s inherer¡l heal- ing

ït i,s íeli thaL in Lhis vi.sy'uhe d'=fj-nitiene of acequa*-e ËõrÈ,
negJ.ec'l:¡ abu,seo end såú oi'l¡ çi11 be cuJ-.i-uraìì-y apL.ircijr.j..etÉ e.nd
Lhat- ll-re service gir.ren ç'¡j-l-i ì:e cultcuraìÌir r.elevarrl (Flepu+or'ih
l-98r1 :!21,; Ëe,i Ïis¡:se, Ler..riso Fei.t & Decl<er igig:?1) .

r: i Ti¡.=. j: ii¡s =r'i t cric '-i**:sd. t,c, ev,:1t¡*te t he
eui'¿al::.iit1" rf TriClan adcplive hame.s be seL by Tndian
st.er¡cl,¡:rde" Th¿e a¡c¡uld take inlo accounL Lhe berief in the
ir:te:'deper:dency of i.he conreunit-y and 'uÏ¡Ê iinpcriance of the
e:'¡terrdeC íarnily and frie¡rCs e..cj viable adoptirre ht;rne reËrrurcÈ,t.
ït is slrongiy reccmmencled thaL +:he male::.ia1 ueaLLh oí the
6¿!¿':ptir,'e fern!1y i:e of loi..¡esL priority. Rather the famiì-y
ehcuiC be;=udgeC ÉII i"L.e ':a¡nntí'urner¡l to tl¡e chiid and ils
abelity ta i:rrvj-d* hin ,¡ith t.he l-c've" carirrg, errcå nurturir:g
iEergrit.en !977:35).

F-'i Th* chiid's r-''arid t:¡.nd/cr *-rmmun.it.ï'shauld be
r-rr-,.iif:ied. ai] ti"re cL¡i-id'.= -iinperrd,irrg cc,urt he'=ring and ¿het. the
band a¡:C,/c'r conìríuni-ty be i-nvclr¡ed in all aspects cf Lhe
chil-C's proce+dinEs" incl-ucì.ing future plennì ng for the ehild
{}íckenzj.e & ilucìson L982'.3-i; Kimeìr¡ran i-9S4:83.i "

G] Th* r-s,:¡-r--ijirten{: *f Tr¿dien ed,='pf;ire hsrnes nÊç'Êi.E La
bec,:ne .3 i-rr i 3r- i'-y .

Ïrr .=umaflry" Lhier* arÈ p+l"entí.riiy fiÊrÐ ;:rciopt.i'='e
ï¡c¡nes avail-abi-e ir¡ t-he n,eLj-ve cc'mrrtur:iÈy Lha¡'¡ Lre've
been ïecogni zed Lhu.s f a,y " Ho.çever , t-her'e are ¡lo



,-Jer¿€r'ãi pËi. iciee +,c¡ encourãgÉ ¡rai:.ive cauples -uo
aciopl 

"
'¿l: rncrlif y prof essional pract.ices ç+here

åpprclpr'late ÉG {:hat native fanilie.s cêr¡ adopt nìoI.ê
eae i 1y " crlo uÈe cler¡ices such õ-q eubsidy ta
nritiga'i:e the fj-¡:a¡rciel- CiffácuLtieg thal aclcption
nay incur. Unt i l Lhese steps are ¡norè vigourously
ccr¡rs i de;:ed and inplernen'rÊd ¡ cr-r€ nêy queetJ-cn
edopli r.'e pl ecernents of India¡: children in while
hoines, nc'L because t.hey are i+ï'er'¡g in prj_nci¡:.1 e" l:ut
b*ceus+ Lhey rftäy he urinecÈissary (Ryarrt. 1_gg4zL7gJ.

7) The in--eçl.¡*ment_ qf t.he frri_ri;:n per:pLe çñ al
levei,s c'f the cl¡iid v¡elfere s:*".=Lem decling with Ïrrdåarr
children is impor'Lant {The Tripartite Agreemen-L).

'3i F*: iciçs sr¡d i-r-{ãgr-fi.ms g,=nreC t*c sll=viæt+ t,hs
pcrr economic and i:eai-th giiuation of Lhe Indian popul-aiion
nee,i lc. be ingi:ituLed " OnIy in Lhis çre'y can +-he systen
be¡:efi.L- Lhe gre.a'LËÉt nur¡rber'af Indian chiLdr'en iRyarrt
a ñ^ Á ¡ 4 t- \

5nr¡,ms.sg_+i-_! i Ì;+ge!gf=_E=g i gtr .

ChiiC i'¡e'l f":r=¡ õ.E i-i relatç;s i'..= ïnc-ìian.= ir.r t.rna,la,. caî¡.ir
epecif ically to Ma¡:itoba, ha.= beco¡ne a prornì r:ent issue. [¿]i-ren
the fccug i.s narrs+¡ed dcr+r: ia t-ìr* tr.ensr.acial- adapiion af
Incii-sn cfrj-ldren"isiauëe aÐe e\rëri rilârÈ keenly felt.

Th,=.=E¡ i.s;i-ias çl+ .beynrrd '¿ir* nee'j.= r¡f i.he Tn,li"=n chil_C..
Th.ey include Lhe needg of larger groupings c:f pr=o¡:le.
Firetiy, -uhere are tÌ'¡e indian peo¡ltre thenr.selves whoge prirnary
fear a]:aul Èraneracial adopticn i s t.het it prornoLe=s ncul-i:ural
genccide' ; t l¡e s-.eady ercsion of the iradit.ional rn': j-an
cc'rrrnunity a:rd iLs subsequenL assimi_ìaLion ir:to the çhite
s,rcieLlr. Å sr:bsidiary -Í*a'* is tliat the rndian people are
powerI ess !o sLop the eri¡sion " SeconCly, there are the
acoplj-ve parenl¡å, nìarry of wlrcrfl are (}f Cauceej-an arigì"n, ,*rho
are caught bet'*¡een Lì:elr or*rn need,s anci the needs cf the
chii.dren, end bet*çeen i-.h¡e pciii-j-caL .znd ,gaciaì support- fro¡n
lheii: Ê!,"in pecpie and csndern¡raLion fr':¡n f-he Incìiairs ancì oLher
nir:<¡ri-l::* gv'ruIjË. Th:-rdiy, iher'e are ih+ biaicgicar parenls,
t+l¡t Ëeeni lrr l¡'3\'Ë b*en given ã very -e,rnal-I r.oie to pIêy in Ehe
ul¡cie prr=ceecii:gs. ïn ¿he iiter'ature ancl in the reseårch,
i;hey .e'r.È ::ar'*Iy i¡rer¡t iclrr*d. Faurt hly o lhære ärÈ t l'le eclopt *d
ll¡ii -! an ci¡ i Ldi',=r'¡ -,-her¡is,=Lveg , Tç 'l.l¡e i- i-ler.arLur.e Ðer.Lelning i.¿
æ.i,:.c'tlcn ii: gel:erel t.he f ocus i_e Ër-l Lhe adopi -i ve chi id,,g
eri*Licne.l a¡rcl der¡=Lcpilie¡:la1 ad3ust-rireirte t-o the tle,r¡ gi-tr-lati¡n.
Ïn the l ilerature pr=:"te.ini-rrg t-u-l rr.-rãnË::aciai .edoptien the focue
ig nuch srtcrr'e Õ!'¡'i-ire eÍ{Ëi+'1anef ar:d der¡elcp¡rental ar.lSueLmerrts ç!'i:f¡e f nd.ian âr¡d. wì:iLæ üomlrur¡it.y "



FinalJ.y' there are the FederaL and Provincial Govern¡nents,
ç¡ho hsve Lhe reeponglh¡Il1ty to clarify the l_ggues, trylng to
ãrìswËr the queetLon of who has ¡uriedrctlon it to provlde
Chlld Uelfare eervicee to Lhe fndlan people.

Throughout thre literature revíew there have been two
pornle v¡hictr heve been congletently outetanding. The flrst
point 1e that the rack of knowredge regarding the effects of
adoption, and especialLy, trangracial adoption ie apparent.
The nunber of rongltudlnar etudiee conducted ln any ares of
adoptlon i-e precLicalry non-exigLenL. Thoee v¡hich do exigt do
not follor+ the adoptive chfrd into the adorescent and earry
adult stagee, where the effecte of the adoptlon on the child
wourd rnoeL rtkery nranifest themeerveg. The eeeond point, ig
that the Indian people should be lncluded 1n all Child Uelfare
decl-slon-makJ-ng and servlce-delivery reeponeibilltee to Indlan
fanrfliee snd thelr chIIdren.

This liLerature review has been a means of following some
of the deveroprnents readlng up Lo the preeent controverey
surroundlng the Lranerecl-ar adoptlon of rndfsn chlldren Ín
Manltoba. ft Ie' the lnLentlon af thls praetlcum to utllize the
j.nf or¡nstlon f ram Lhie l iterature review ¡ €rê r+e}I aa the
infornaLlon fron the enalysle of B random eenpllng of
Provlnclal ïndlan adoptlon flres, to aeeiet 1n generaLing
propoeltlone and reccf,mrnÈndetlong for further resegrch.
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Ihe-Ec!!ins.

ïn sepLenber, 19ag an arrangement v'as nade between thesehoor of S.=eiar klork, univerelty of bf anrtoba, and theI'lenitabs flh1Id end Fs¡nlly suppor.t Êrench, whereby r r+ourdconduct a prerlnlnary, exploratory etudy on rndian adoptionsin I'fanLtobs - The ÞurFõse of thJe etudy qrås to generetelnfornatlon and propositions which r,¡ould provide direction forfut.ure, mÕre indepttr researeh, in thle field.
Once t'his agrëenent had been reached an advisory c<:nmittee\,¡ås etruck caneLsting of two people fron Lhe schoor af socjelf,*ork, Dr" Barry Trute and professor Addre Þenner, and oneperson from the Manitoba chltd and Famiry support Branch, Mr.Ernie Hasiuk, Program Executive of the Adoptions and FieldServIcee Êranch.

The next step v¡ae to define the specific perametere of thept'ectieun, ee werl ae the ob3ectivee og ttre sluay. Give¡: thatthe requeat' f or reeeerch on rndian adoptJ-ane, and ttrelnfor¡netion lteerf, $rÈrÈ lodged in the chltd and Fanilysupport Ersnch c:fflce, it r^ras deter.¡nlned that my pr-aetlcurnehould be attached to thle department. krith thfe decieion¡nader $rê rdêre then able to define a gtarting point for theinformation-gathering process. rÈ erås decided thet theinitial sÕurce of infornaLion +¡ould be Iists dlstribuled fro¡nthe Department of rndian Affairs in Otta¡*a r,¡hich consieted of'statigtlcal infornatlon on etl rreaty rndlsn chlrdren plecedfor adoptJ.on from bienltobs. Theee rrÀts çrere cornpired froninformstion found in the approximatery gss Natlvã Adoptlonfi-ree houeed et the Egenrry. They woul-d be exemined for theirusefuLnegs 1n eetting up a *ore eraborate, comprehenslve,syeten of data-gathering.

Chapter 2

I{ETHODOLOGY
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The Research Procees.

E¡!eging_the_System .

Following the prelininary discussions it was necessary to
formallze com¡nitnenÈe, åa well as to crerify certain
procedural ie,euee, epeciflcarly Lhoee deallng wltt¡ aecese to
1nformstlon end confldentiellty. A verbaL contract eJaa
estehlLet¡ed hetr+een Ltre department snd tFre commLtLee wher.eby,(a) the ottawa l-ists r,¡ouJ-d he made avaÍlabre to me for
In¡nedlate peruee,r, and (b) r r.¡ou1d be given clearance to galn
åccess to the ectuar adoptlon fitee. The difflculty rey in
the fect that, eccordlng to the MenlLok¡e chlld kJelfsre Act,
Sectlon 92 ( 1- ) :

'q11 records and documents in the office of a
cl¡1ld cerlng ågency relsted to the grenLJ_ng of an
order of adoptJ.on ehall be conf l-dentla] and
f ollor.ring the grantÍng of the order shalt be
naintalned in e eeparate flle snd secured l_n a safe
depoeltory by the child cering ÊgenËy.

The issue of confidentiarity is more strongly guarded in
the sree of adoption than in any other area of chird welfare.
chlld lderfare f ile.s, ln general, are carefully tocked arday,
but they are still acceeeible Lo chilcl ç¡el-fare workere, even
if they have heen croeed for rnåny years. rn the case of
adoptlon filee, hoç¡ever, once they are closed they are
'eealed' end sre not svailable to eny v¡orker q¡lthout epecial
pernlseion from the Director. It ie ststed in the Menltoba
Chitd ülelfare AcL that the Child klelfare Direct.or does have
the rlght Lo suthorlze the relesse of ldentifying Infornetion
in extrsordlnery elrcu¡netå¡-rces (sectlon 94 ( g) ) . Theee
clrcurnetancee. are noL clearry defined end appeer to be at the
diecretlon ef the Þlrector. fL hras ågreed that the appropriate
avetlue by which I could gair: accÈss to the fl]e lnfor¡natl-onr¡ould be exprored. rn tt¡e near¡time, r ç¡es to praceed ç¡Íth
E¡ork on Lhe prellminary daLa conpÍred fron the ûttawe riets.
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ïÞg_Êgglyeie_of_Baslc._PreI f g!!ary_Data .

The infor¡nation from the the Ottawa l-ists wes entered into
the Univereity o{ Manitoba'g cornputer eyatem. Identifylng
lnfornetion eueh aa the namee of Lhe adoptive parente and
t.helr hone eddregees had been removed fran the 1lete prior to
ny vlewlng them. The renaining lnfornatron, q.rhich had been
extrset'ed fro¡n 935 Natlve adoption files regietered at the
EgenËy, lncluded varisblee e,uch ås: Lhe csge file nu¡nbers, the
edopted ehlld's fndfsn Band nurnber, fanIIy number, rellg1on,
date" nonth and year of blrth, sex, and, Lhe age et which the
chlld r+as adopted.

The resuLLs vrere disappointing. Init.ial anelysis focused
on the age and year of adopLion of eech chiLd. The computer
printout revealed that tLr chl-Idren had been adopted over the
age of 18. The resulLe r+ere guestionable l-n that thee,e flgures
vrere far greater than had been expected. fL did not seem to
make sënse that so many chirdren had been adopted after the
age of 19. In re-examlning the llets it wag dÍgcovered that
the lists contalned the age of the child at the ti¡ne the tist
hsd been ¡nade, and not Lhe age of the chÍId at the ti¡ne of hfe
adopt ionr BS hed been previoualy sesumed. The overqll_
concluslon kras that these list,s dld not yield much useable
data. It was now necèsËary to go directly to the Adoption
fiLeg for l-nformaLion.

IÞe_Ig!!iCI_Þe!e-Gather i ng_Process .

At the end of March 19ê4, the Committee reconvened to
dlecuss ç¡hlch approech to Lake ln the gatherlng år¡d pr.aceesing
of dete for the flnel enalyele. It r.¡ee, declded ta begin by
revlewing a number of adoptlon files, randonrly eel-eclecïn in
order to develop a sense of the emount and type of informalion
availabLe. The variables selected from this sample wouLd form
the basis of a questionnaire to be appried to all subsequent
flles¡ tÌrus eneurlng consistenL infornation-gathering. upon
conpJ-etlon r a larger, f inel , f i le eernple woul-d Ì¡e rar:clornly
seleeled.

ïn early April L984 permission h¡as granted to begin a
prellnlnary overvlew of the lnforrnetlon q¡hich errieLed ln the
edapt iar: f llee . Dr . Trute and r revl-eç¡ed the f iret- ei¡e
randomly selecÈed fiJ-es in order to begin conpÍlir:g neanlngfuJ.



end uaeabrê våriabrea- Thie operatfon r,¡se conducted by both
of us as a means of ensuring increased accuracy and
cons j-stency in the se.Lection and scoring of variebles.
Eecauge the informatíon had never been uged for research
purpoaeË It wae not clear how eorne of the open-encled verisbl-es
could be converted to rneaeurable formg. The two inportant
tasks trère f irst, to cleerly ldenLify each pJ_ece of
infor¡natlon LhaL was recorded, and secondo to insure that it
could be coded in a consistent rnannÈr.

f then conpiled the first draft of a guestionnaíre with
data gathered fron the six initier files. The criterre ueed
for the selecllon of varlables çdere that: ( 1) tbrey
consistentry appeared in alr or Lhe na3ority of files; and (zJ
they were deemed, 3udging by Lhe liLerature and ny or¡¡n
experience, to have inportance to, and,/or maJor lmpact on, the
potenLral outcome of the edoption. For exampÌe, iL is knor.¡n
that the age aL which the chil-d r*as adopted ig thoughl to be e
poeelble deterninlng factor in adoption outcomes, arLhough Lhe
extent of iLs importance continues to be highly debated
(Fensher 1966; Jaffee & Fanehel r97a; Elonen & schwartz tg6g;
Jewett I97A; Fahlberg 1979; KadushJ_n lg7t). IL was felt
necessåry, therefore, to include any categories relating to
agê, including the age of the child et time of first
appreheneion, the age of Lhe child at ti¡ne of adoption
flnalization, and so Õn.

Once the first draft of the quesLionnaire had been
compreted, it vras requeeted that eix more f ires be randornly
selected out of the pool of 935 files. The quesLionnaire k¡as
tested on these files. sone minor revieíons needed to be
nade. Thege revl-elons took the forn of deLetiong of data that
were not avaiLable on mosL of t.he fiJ-es; additíons of, a feç
variables considered inportant, but overlooked in the firsL
round; and a reshapJ-ng af the of th* guestlonnsir-e forrnat"

Of interest at this stage was the developnent of a
eusplelonr whlch r.;ould lstsr be bar¡:e ouL 1¡r Lt¿* flnal
analyefe, that, 1n geversr of the categories, Lhere wourd be a
difflcurty in obtainlng e generar consisLeney of information.
The twe.lve filee, gcsnned thus fer ehoç¡ed a wide díecrepancy in
the infor¡natlon avairable çithln eeeh fire. Thre drd creete ä
degree of anxiety concernrng v¡hether Lhere woulci l¡e an
adequate amounL of data to furfirr the requirenents of the
study.
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ft çras declded thet the eecond draft of the gueelionneirewauld be teeted Õn ,s further eample of L4 eases uelng ,slnplerandom sampring. Thie ç¡ae done for Lhe purÞose rrf estirnatingthe reliabltlÈy of the queet-ionnalre through repeeLecl uge. rfthe guestionnaire gethered the data in each file in ãconsl-stent- and sccurate n'¡anner throughout then thequesLionneire cauld be vleu¡ed ae reLfairle"
Per¡nission for complete access was granled at Lhe end onl'lay 1984' with the stipulatlon thet fdent.lfying 1i:for.nration b*drsguleed through generalization.e" For exanprer afl areeewourd be defined in terrns of broader regions rether thanspeclfic towns and cities. For purposes of this practicun,the provincieLry designated Regional boundariës h,ere used.

rt r.ras nov¡ possibre Lo continue on to Lhe next step. Thisstep consisted of conpletlng queetionnalree Õ¡1 14 rûüreprectice files to teet the reviged questionneire. uponconpJ-etion of this procèEs it was founcl that, wrth one rninoraddltionr the questionnaire did in fact meet the nece.esaryrequirements. rt adequaLely capLured aJ_r the deta deenedlnportant, and 1t provided a cleer indication ef theconsistency or lnconsistency of
fi1e.s (Appendix A).

infornation content ç+iÈhÍn

E!teI_Det e:ga!her i ng_prsggss:_

At the beginning of June rga4 r was ready to cornmence thefinal step in Lhe data-gathering proceËs. This meant that asysten of fire-eerecLion had to be d.eveloped. For ourpurpoEes' serectlon was made by e systematic sampÌing method.Glven thet there rdere appraxlrnaLely 95Cr Native Aãoption filee,we userJ e aarnprlng retlo uf 1,/l-rl , glvlrrg uE å flirsl *,anrpre of95 fllee. An additlanal flve nunbere r¡rere eelected tcr he ueeclas substitutes in case some fires r,¡ere found nissing out ofthe origlnal 95.

The nexL tç+o weeks were spent f i r l ing out thequestionnaires- fn those cases where one file contained morethan one child (sibring adoptions), a simple random seLecLionr¡rss used to pick r+hlch chlrd r+ourrl be eel_ected f orinfornratlon-gaLherlng. rn sne ôr two csges the files were*Bårûe fanJ-ly' filee where the eibrlnga hed heen edopted atdlf ferent tl-mee, ancl./ar the recor.dJ_ng had been doneeeperetely.
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These flles were consfdered eeparate and lndlvldual fflee end
they r/¡ere treated ag such, wlth one guesLionnaire being filled
out on each. One file number corrèsponded to a file qrhere the
adoptlve parents were well-known Lo t.he public. This file i.Jas
classified aË high-priority conftdentlat and çraË eealed to
all, including ne. A few fl-Iee could not be locat.ed due to a
dlscrepancy between Lhe numbera on the OLtaç¡a liete s¡rd the
agency's own file numberg. The extra five numbers, r+hich had
been selected for energency purposËs,, were eventually
utllized. In the flnal count 95 fíles were reviev¡ed and 95
questionnaires r/ûere conpleted. Data gathering u¡Ès conpJ-eted
end the categorizing and coding of varlables could begin.

IÞe_ÇeEegor i zati on_and_Cedf f ¡SC! i gn_of _Var i ab I es .

Categorizi-ng and coding of the data became a mul-tifaceted
ïrrocess. Some of the variables $¡ere simple and
straighÈforward, needj-ng only to be nurnber-coded for the
conputer. These lncluded Lhe varÍables of ,sex, âgê,
ciLizenship, racè, where the categories çJere obvious and few.
Sone of the variableg \.Jere in caLegories v¡hich needed to be
redefined for purposes of confidentiality. This Ínformatlon
ritas, for the ¡nost part, close-ended, and thus fairly sinple to
code. For example, the variable tarea' was dlfferentlated by
Provincial reglons. The towns and cities specified in the
files were classified under the appropriate regions, thue
ensuring that the file re¡nained non-ldentitriable. Other
variabLes ü¡ere redefined for purpoËes of greater understendlng
and slrnplificetion. One such variable was 'Occupation,. This
variable was broken down inLo s¡naller caLegories, usÍng the
1980 Standard Occupational ClassÍfícations as a guide. This
¡neant a person ç¡ho had recorded their occupation as 'pediatric
nurse' would be coded under the category 'Occupations in
Medicine and HeaIth'.

Difficulties in forning caLegories arose when iL came tlme
to code the open-ended questions. Each variable had a
nultitude of attributes attached to it. Of necessity, Lhese
attributes had Lo be clustered Ínto smaller, more neaningful
categorles in order to be able to code then in a way t¡hich
ç¡ourd be consisLenÈ and understandabre. The procedure used
r+ag to review all 95 questionnaires and to make note of every
differenL atLribuLe wriLten for each variabre. Each separate
attrLbute was recorded on an individuaL index card. These
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ç¡ere Èhen grouped lnto nore digtinct categories. Professor
Addie Penner kraa lnvolved in thie Þrocêss. Her extenslve
knowledge of the adoptÍon field r¡¡as j.nveluable in fornring the
approprlate caLegoriee. f t r^,as also then poesible to
establfeh â criterion-baged validity because ol Professor
Penner's sLatus as a recognized expert in the field of
adoption.

The final step of this particular phase consisLed of
conpij-ing a codebook (Appendix B) ç+hich, upon its conpletion,
would serve ee the gulde for the final, Lechnlcal phase - the
computer analyele pheee.

The_9ggpu!eg_åna Iyele_Pf ggedure .

Upon conpleLion of the codebook all the variables, Lheir
categories, end the number assigned to each, lrerê trenecrlbed
1n wrltlng, onto Fortran Coding Sheet.g. The fornat used hras
that prescribed by the Statistlcal Package for Social Scler:ces
(SPSS). The written maLerlal vras then entered into the
computer at the University of Manltobe.

åt this point I proceeded to run some frequencies tables.
The conputer printout displayed errors ç¿hich could only have
occurred due to faulty key-punching and so the nexL inmediaLe
task was to clean the data. Once this had been acconpllshed I
wag ab.le t.o enter fnto the next phaee of this pracLicum, Lhe
analyeie of the deta"

The_9rggess_9f _,{nalys i s .

Descriptive analyses are utilized wiLhin this practicun.
When each variable studied is found Lo have no more than 5O%
of its data nissing, iL Ís possible Lo creaLe tentative
descripLive anal-yses. However, in those cases urhere the data
is found to be between 30% to 50% mi.ssing suggestive analyses
ís offered. Although the quanttty of dsta in theee casÈs is
lneufflclent. to derLve accurate degcriptione, there ig still
enough Informatlon available to euggeet propoatlone u¡hl-ch cen
be furt.her explored"
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IÞe_Deeerle!1el_s{_!he_In{egqe!!on_source .

The adopLion files used in the gathering of dat.a span
approxinately thirty-five years, from the early 1950's Lhrough
1944' These adoption files deal exclueively with the adoptlon
of Indlen chl-ldren born within Manitoba. The files come fro¡n
both provincial and private social service egencíes mandaled
to provide child welfare services, including adopLions. fL is
the practice in Hanitoba that r*¡hen ån adoption is conpleted by
åny agency within Lhe province, that agency forwards copies of
information pertaining to the adoption to the Manitoba chird
and Fa¡nily support Branch. There is a mininun requiremenL of
informatj-on and Iegal documents which need to be eubmitted to
this provincial departnent. Any addiLionar infornation
submitted above and beyond this requirement is reft for each
fndÍvidual agency to deternine. This accountg for Lhe
diversity l-n the quantity and quarity of informaLion found in
the f l.Ies .

One of the reasons why these fil-es offer limiLed data is
that Lhese were the 'adoptive perents, files, not the .adopted
chlld'or the'bíological famlly'fiLes. fn the IatLer tr,+o
fires it is expected that a mÕre cornprete history of the chÍld
and his blological fanily can be found, although Judge
Kinel¡nan's report tends to shed some doubt r¡n the oversl-L
avallability and clarity of ínfor¡nation found in t.hese s,ource,s
as ç+eII (Kinelnan 1984: 54r55r5å).

It is necessary to note a few nisce}laneous factors s¡hich
infLuenced the data gathering end data anarysis for thís
study. The fir.st factor involves 'successfully conpleted,
adoptions. The informatlon is concentrated on one speclflc
polnt in ti¡ne, when the adoptlon process has been formalry
completed. Very rittle information concernÍng pre-adoptÍon or
poeL-adoptlon involvenenL 1g íncruded in Lhe files. The files
focus basically on statisticat lnformation descrilolng the
pereonal and financial characterigtÍcg of the adoptive parenLs
and the demographic background of the adopted chilcl.
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A second factor to keep in mÍnd, and one ç¡hich proved to
be a difficulty experienced by Judge Kinel¡nan (1994:56) as
ç¡ell as in this study, is that very few file recordings
ternlnated with any identifÍcation of the source of the
information, It v¿as difficult, in mogt caêes, to a66ess if
the person who made Lhe observation and the person r,uho
recorded the observation $¡ere one and same. üJas iL first.-hand
lnf or¡nation or hearsay? blas one v¡orker working on the
adoption case consistently or were there a variety of workers
Lnvolved, each v¡lth a different point of view? Did Lhe
infor¡netion regarding the biological nother come fron the
nother herself, from the gociaL r¡orker's observationgr or fron
a totally dÍfferent source? Due to Lhe lack of any conslsLent
identification process utilízed at the inportant daLa
collection points it is difficulL to assess the reliability of
the infornation. This lack arso makes it difficuLt to Lrace
the source of the infor¡nation if a researcher needs tr¡
substantiate the reliability of the data.

A third factor which presented difficulLies is the lack of
åny gtandardized fornat for docunenLing data pertaining to
each adoption. There e¡ere content and format dlfferencee,
between agencies as wel] as r¿ithin agencies. These
differences rrere further enlarged by the changes in adoption
practlcee end pollcies over ti¡ne. Infornation which was
consídered inportant to record differed during the thlrty-five
years encÕmpassed by the study. Sorne data r.ra.s consistenLly
gathered but thie was a rare occurrence. rt wourd be fair t.o
ssy that this factor, above all, created the ¡nogL dtfficulty
and generated the moet cctncern, throughout thie study.

.{nd yet, despite Lhe limitations placed on the study by
Lhe guantity of dsLa avalleble, lt geened thet there eras
enough date to be ahle La conduct a deecripLlve enelyeis of
eertaln ep*clflc verÍsblee reletlng to the adoptlon of Indian
children ln Manltoba. Thie lnfornaLfon ecruld provide a
etertlng pol-nt on which Lo bese furLher research in this
fteld.
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Chapter 3

Regults and Diecuegion.

The 9eSe_9beEgcLer istics .

Ef lef e_versus_StÞIång_ôdopr i oqg .

The nunber of adoptione t^rhlch hrere recorded as eitheraingle or elbllng edoptlona were revieq¡ed. The reeuLtg afthte atudy shr:r+ thet zË.êe6 of the adoptione çrerê reported tobe eingle, non-sibling acroptrone *h*r=** za.z4 of theadaptS.ane, lncluded two or nÕre children fron the Bene faniJ.y.

Due to the vaguenes.s of the fÍle recording the accuracy ofthe numl¡ers of slngle-chitrl artoptrone re gueetionebre. rt leposslble that other cl¡lldren fron the s€me fanrily were ln careat the ÊamÈ tirne, penr,Jrng arroptron in the sa*e ôr otheragenclee, hut q,¡ere not reccrcled, on thie flle.

sone queetions to be considered. for future research årË:

llovr nany of Lhese children are .only, children?
Under q¡hat circunstances are .only, children
apprehended?

At what stage ig a decrgion rnade to apprehend norethan one chiLd out of one fanily et the samê time?

-46



IeÞIc_Ii__Þ!egIe_ôêsp!¡ens_Çompa=cd_!s_ÞiÞIins_4doBr i ons .

Number of Children
Placed Frequency

One child 7g
Two children 1A
Three children z
Four chlJ.dren z

Total 95

VaIid Cunulative
Percent Percent

76. e
18.9
2.L
2.I

1_00.0

76.8
95.8
97.9

100. o

$gn :Ve I ggta gy_åpprËhegslgns_rlo¡npuEed_!g_Vg I gntary
EeIigqgl.eÞnente .

,lpprox5.nately 79.8ìË sf the cüEBE yrÊre recorded as havingentered the systen through non-voluntary means, commonlyterned ae 'apprehenglon'. onry zo.z% of the cases gave a crearindication that the parent(s) wished to voluntarily relinguishtheir child.

This infsrnation regurding non-voluntary rerinquishnenLsneeds to be quarified somewhat in that, in so¡ne "á="=, theparent(s) nåy have expreseed a desire to relinquish theirchild ,but the relinquish¡nent is processed through the courtsyeten rather than by signed agreenenLs between the parent(s)
and the social service agency. rn t.hese instances the casest+ourd be recorded in the file as apprehensions. Even if a fewmore caseB are transferred from apprehensÍon to voluntarystatug, lt,seerns that a large nurnber of children did not enterthe systen through a 'voluntary' decislon by their parents.
unfortunatery, due to the sparsity of infornaLion avail_able inthe fÍIes it is difficult to assess the rationale behind thechlLdren beÍng praced for adoption. (de can only make somevegue inferences baeed on the few ad3ectives and one-wordexplanations used to degcribe the biological parent(s), buteven these are eNtrenery linited and vary from file to fire.
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The prinary guestions which erÍse fro¡n this ,section are:

Hhat yrere the circumstances which precipitaLed the
child belng taken into cere and placed for adoption?

bJere Lhere social and/or finsnsial resources that
could have affected relinquishment?

IcÞ1e_IIå__Ibe_NusÞer_of _gos;Yo I Ugturg_åppEeheEs i sns
Qetpcse4-!e-!Þe-NgnÞes_e{_Velge!sËr_tsc!lesstsÞ$en!s .

VaIid Çu¡nulat ive
Frequency Percent PercentVaIue

Non-voluntary 0
apprehensions

Voluntary 7
rel inquish¡nents

I'flssing data I

7L 79.8

1_8 2rJ^.2

6 missing

79.8

100. o

Total 95 100. o

P I gcements_Fr i or_to_F i gg!_ådc¡pt i on .

Fro¡n the tine t,he chird r+us first apprehended t,o the Line
the child r,¡as praced in his adoptive home Lhis study indicates
that 43.5% of the chirdren had been praced in more than one
ho¡ne prior to the adoption placement. rt should be noted Lhat
fhis refers to gII pracements of the chird prior to adoption,
including those which may have occurred between stnys rcith hi5,
biologicar fenily. of these 43.5% chirdren, LZ.9% of the¡n had
4 or more placenents prior to adoptÍon.

The impact sf murtipre pracenents on chirdren is not
cLear. some adopLion studj.es have begun to question the
berief that the child v¡irr be negaLivery affected if novedgeverar times prlor to adoptíon. For exampre, in their study,
Ueg_IÞey_EersÊ_ie_4Êep!ion:__g__Eefles:gp__E!gdy, Jaffee and
Fanshel state t.hat:
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.Our data revealed that the number of tenporary
placenents experienced by the adoptees prior to
their adoption seemed Èo bear very IittIe
relationship to their subsequent life ad3ustrnent"
(1970:253),

As well, st.udies by Lesn Yarrsw and J. Richard Hittenborn
(Maas L966) raise some doubts as to the negative effects of
instltutÍonal care prlor to adoptlon. However, feç¡ etudieg
have followed Lhe children int.o late adolegcence or early
adulthood In order to observe the results of nultiple
placenenLs during these crucial Iife stages.

Hhether sr not previou.a placements have a detrinenLnl
effect on the child does not negate the fact thet, urherever
possible, consistency and stability are always the preferred
opLions. Therefore, further research should be directed
toward the following guestions:

Hhet sre t.he facLars vçhich lead to multiple
placenents and hoç¡ can these be reduced?

Ilses placing the child r+ith extended fumily nnd/c¡r
in the same connunity decrease Lhe nunber of
placenrent breakdoç¡ns?

klhat are Lhe actual costs to the child whs is
required to nove several times previous ts being
pJ.aced in his finaJ- adoption ho¡ne?

IeÞIe_IIIj.__E!esemests_PË!sr_!e_ErseI_ådosti ss .

Nurnber of PlacenenLs
Valid Cu¡nulative

Frequency Percent Percent

3.2
23
to

9
2
5
1

.5*f

qE

o
1
2
o
4
5
I
I

L9.4
37.1
T6 .I
L4.5

,3. Z-

s. l-
1.6

missing

1 r'',l¡-'r r-'l

1-9.4
56.5
72.6
a7.t
90.3
98.4

100. o

Total
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IÞe-4deB!e4-9ÞrI4:

ïbe_5ex_e{_!hC_4dcrpted_Çhi 1d.

17"8r{ more males ÞrÊrÊ pracad for edoptien than females.

In and c¡f itself, the variable .EEH sf the adopted child'is not consídered tied to the child,s success in laLer rifead¡ustments. When 'sex' is controlled for in varioue s,tudiesof adoption outcomes both the nale and fenale children s,ee¡n tofare sinilarly (Fansher t972; Jaffee and Fansher 1gzo).

The important questions Lhat then remain åre:

Why is it thaL rnore males than fenales nre placed
for adoption?

¡1re there special resources that csuld affest the
relinquiehment of male children?

I s Þ I c _ I V j. _ _ T h e _ EË x _ s f _ t h e _ A ç! op t e d _çÞ ¿ f d,.

Vul id tu¡nulatirre
VaIue Frequency Percent percent

Fe¡na1e
MaIe

039
156

Total 95

41. L 4L.L
58.9 l_oo. o

Loo. o
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Ihe-!ees-s{-E!s!Þ-e{_!Þe_4dep!ed_gÞiId.

fn terms of Indian adoptions in Hsnitoha Ig7Ç representsthe highest number of children born (to.s%) who r¿¡ere
subsequentry praced fer adoption. overalr, the years l_96g
(7 .4%) , 797o^ ( 1o.5%) ' 797L (7 .4%> , and 1975 (T .4%) had the
largesL nunber of births of rndian chirdren who event.ually
ç¡ent f or adoptÍon.

The question arising fron this section isl

l{haL, if anf r wers the parLicular polit,icnl, Iegal,
eccrnç:míçr Ètfid çr¡ci¡1 f¡ctarE' scçurring during theseyears q¡hich may have infl-uenced Lhe nunber of rndian
children born at that ti¡ne to be later placed for
adoption?

tJhat were the particular policies and pracLices in
the chird welfere systen which could have accounted
for these hlgh nunbers?

E4
- JJ-



I e Þ À e - ! i - - I Þ 
= - 

! e e 
= - 

e { - E ¡ I ! Þ _ e { _ ! h e _ 4 4 e e ! e d _ ÇÞ 1 f 4,.

Year of Birth Frequency
Vclid CurnulnLive

Percent Percent

These findings sre censisLent v¡ith
yeårs in ç¡hich a large nurnber of the
born. The early to mid 197O's appèar
yêars in Ler¡ns of naLive adoptions in

1_.3.
2.t
-')

7.4
9.5

12.6
18.9
23.2
.¿-= ..)
â¿ô
42.1
52.6
60. o
65.3
70.5
74.7
82. 1
85.3
91 .6
95.8
97.9

100. o

the dcta releted to the
adopted chl l-dren erere

to have been significant
ManiLoba -

56
58
59
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
7t
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80

TotaÌ

t
1_

t
2
2
2
3
6
4
6
7
5

L0
7
5
5
4
7
ô
6
4
u
2

95

L.L
1_ .1
1 .1-
2.t
)1

2.L
.5 . .¿-

6.3
àa
6.3
7.4
5.3

1_O.5
7.4
5.3
5.3
4.2
7.4
3.2
6.3
4.2
2.L
2.7

L00. o

!he_Yesr_o!_ApsrehÊBs i gg_e{_!Þe_4depËed_!þ!IË.

The yenrs l-970 (LÇ.ges), L97L (l-U.5k), L974 (l-0.9k), and
1975 (10.9%) sarr the hlghest nu¡nber of apprehenslons of Indian
children into the child v¡elfare sysLen.



are:
Given this infornation the questions which cone to nind

þJhut wErB the child v¿elfare policie= end practices
during those years?

Hsrs there norer or lsss, child weLfare .services on
Indian Reserves during that time?

ïeÞ1e_YIi__IÞe_Ieur_of _ågprehens i En_gf _tþe_Cþr I d=.

VuIid Cumulative
Year of Apprehensj.on Frequency Percent Percent

L.Ë
3.1
6.3
9.4

l_5.6
2t.9
32.8
45.3
50. o
59.4
70.3
81 .3
44.4
87.5
92.2
oq. Ð

100, ô

Er-
rJÐ

61
65
67
68
69
70
7L
72
73
74
75
76
77
7A
79
80
99

Total

t_

I
2
2
4
4
7
I
3
6
7
7
2
2
â
2
3

õI

95

t_,Ë
1_.6
3.1
3.1
6.3
6.3

1_O.9
12. s
4.7
9.4

10.9
10.9

Õ.J-

3.1
4.7
3. 1_

4.7
nissing

t"oo. o
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IÞe-4ge-e{-!Þc-ÇÞrId-e!-!he-Irse-e{-4dep!iel-Blccenent .

Only LCr,ËÈ ef the ïndian chifdren plnced for adoption were
1- year old or Iess. 54.3% of the children were between the
ages of 2 and 6 and 33% srere betv¡een the ages of 7 and 13. A
total of 87.3% of Indion children were placed for adoption
between the ages of 2 and 12. 2.1% of the children r.¡ere t3
yeårs of age and over.

This differs from the general adoptÍon paLLerns in Canada
in u¡hich the hígher percentage of adoptions Lended, untll
recently, to occur under Lhe age af 1 (Hepworth 1-980'.1,41->. The
na3ority of evidence tends to lean tor+ard the prenise that
there is a correlation between age and adoption outcome; that
the older the chlld is at the Li¡ne of adoption, the more
likellhood there ie of difficultieg oceurring wlthin Lhe
adoptive situaLion (Kedushin L97Õ, Fanshel :..972, Kimelman
1984). The oJ.der child is rnore likely to have had a lengthier
exposure to treuna in his home and personal life, more
memories of his biological fanÍly, rnore exposure to Indlan
culture, and ie Lherefore more likely to have problens with,
and increased resígtance to change (Fanshel L972, Kinelnan
1984, Kadushin 1970). The older child also has more Lo v¡ork
through in terms of loss, separation, Ioya1ty, trust,
self-esteem and self-worth (Falhberg L979, GiIl- 1978, Jewett
1,978, Jewett tgÙz, Kadushin L97O). Given the high percenLage
of older Indian children adoptions the age factor is of
inportance for future research.

Two questions srhich sten fron Lhis secLion are:

Why ürÊ Indian children coning info care at an older
age than other children?

tdhat, if ürlr are the cuLtural, econonic, and
socieLal factorg t¡hich creaLe these
dlfferences?
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IeÞI=-YIIi--IÞe-ôge-e{-!Þe_ÇÞ¡Id_e!_!he_I!se_e{_!Þe
4deB!fel_Placenent.

Vslid üunulative
Fercent PercentAge of Child Freguency

O- L Years 1-Ð
2-6 Years 5t
7-I2 Years 31
13+ Years 2

1

Tetul 95

r.Ç.6
54.3
33. O

2.t
nissing

L00. t

l_ü. Ë
64.9
97.9

l_oo. o

Ase_und_Ees_of _ËbrId_s!_!he_T¡me_ef, _Adep!¡sn_EIesement,

Throughout the vuriou,s ügs rangeg, mare children were in
the higher percentage rate of completed adoptions than female
children, r*ith the exception of the age range of 13 years and
ovër. This range contains only female adopLed children.

The questions which may need to be asked here årB:

þJhat resources are available for ¡na1e Indian
children after the age of L3?

Is there a need for exLra effort to be made to
ensure that thege boys have pernanent and gtable
homeg prlor to their adolescence?

ï g Þ 1 e - Y I I I i - -Ss e _ a EEI - 
5 e x _ e f, _ ! Þ e _ Ç Þ r !d _ e þ _ Ur e _ r rs e

ef _!Þe_ôdep!leg_EI egenenL .

Val id Cu¡nuluLive
Fercent FsrcentAge of Child

O-L Years
2-6 Years
7-L2 Years
13+ Yeare
VaIid Percent

Fenale FIule

40.4 59.6

TstaI

7
31_

18
o

20
13

2

L0.6
E¡*¡t. -l
33. O

2.L
100. o

95

1_O.6
64.9
97.9

100. o

Flissing

-55



Ê e c - c n d - 4 r e c - e { - I I c s e I e I ! - e { - 4 d e p ! e 4 - I Þ ¡ I Ê 
=_

35.69s of the Indian children placed fsr adoption H€re
placed in the United States. Of the,se children 32.3% erere
between the agês of 2 and 6 years old. The largest grouping
of chlldren Lo go to the United SLates for adoption hrere
between 7 Lo tZ years old (58%).

Since it wss policy in nlanitoba that only tspecial need's'
children, for whon no hones rr¿ere available in Canada, were
sent to the United States, the questions that then come to
nind arè:

Hhat vrere the criLerin used ts define tspec5-aI needs'
chi I dren ?

klhut were the ustual numbers of Caucssian and Indisn
edoptive ho¡nes available in Manitoba? In Canada?

IeÞ!e_IS : __Ase_nnd_årea_sf _E I acenent_o{_!Þe_ådepLed_ÇÞrf É.

åge(in Years) United Valid CunulaLive
Winnipeg Hanitoba States Canada Percent Percent

o-L 3 4 l_ L 1_O.3 LO.3
2-6 9 L7 10 10 52.9 63.2
7-12 2 7 18 3 34.5 97 .7
13+ O O 2 O 2.3 1OO.O
Val id
Percent LË. L 33..2 35. Ë l-6. 1- 1ÕO. Ð

Hissing I Tetul 95

Span_s!_Tfqe_ÞeÈween_!þe_Åpgrehgns i og_gEd_!hc_ådopL i og_ef
!Þc-9hrI4:

This study shosrs that 73.4."{, of the children $r€r€ placed
for adoption v¿ithin 4 years of their first apprehension.
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According to Hepworth (1980:119), and Hudson and I'fcKenzie
(1981 264> , once an Indian child is taken into care he has much
less of a chance of returning home Lhan does a white child.
ånd, according to Alfred Kadushin, it is in the best Ínterest
of Lhe child to avoid any and aII unnecessary delays in
planning for the permanent care of the child, including
adoption (1980:4). Hor,¡ever, he qualifies this stetement by
saylng "that adoption is not appropriate unless al-l effortg
have been made to salvage his family for Lhe child" (l-98O:3).

The questions that need to be asked üre:

lJhat facttrrs, if ürlfr contribute ts the fact that an
Indian chlld has lees of a chance of returnlng ho¡ne
after being taken into care than does a ç¡hiLe child?

ÇJhat happened during the fsur yeår period Lhat' night
have helped the fe¡niIy re-establish itself?

IeÞ1e_X¿__Tbe_Epas_gf _T i ns-EetEeÊs-!þs-Âpprehens i s!
s! g 

-!Þc - 4dep! !eg-e{ -! bc-9Þr.Ld 
=.

Nurnber of
Years

L
2
3
4
5
6
7
I
I

1L

Tot aI

Nunber sf
Chi ldren

I
13
13
1_3

6
2
4
1
t
3
1

95

12.5
20.3
20.3
20.3
9.4
3.1
6.2
1.6
1.6
4.7

nissing

1-üC,.0

L2.3
32.8
Ê.ã n

73.4
42. a
85.9
92.t
93.7
95.3

100. o

Vol id turnulstive
Percent Percent
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Epgn_of _I¡Ue_ÞC!ween_Lhe_êdep!geg_P I ace4eq!_agd_the
ådepllen_Elecl!=stion .

73.4% of the adoptions were finalízed within one yeãr oÍ
thelr pracenent. Thte is in keeping ç¡ith the Manitoba chird
Helfar'e åc:t (aeeti.on Ê5, eubseetlon 6) q¡h1ch sLatee thet .ån
¡rder- sf adæptloi: rsn be mgde Ë nr¿¡nths after the chlld is
pleced. {Frevlaug to the 1970'e the prcrbation periad prlor ta
ed*ptioir flnallsstlon r¡¡ae 1 year.) The placlng agency can
rnake the declsion to rec¿¡nmend adcption flnelleet.lon sËcrner Gr
reter than the deei.gnated 6 monthg tf they provide 3ustiflable
reaecne for dolng .so.

Once the decision is nade to place the child for adopLion
it ie elleged to be in the chird'e best intereet to elininate
delay betr¿een the trne the chlld le initially placed in the
adoptlve home and the ti¡ne ç¡hen the adoption ig finelized,
r,¡1tl¡ the underetandlng Lhet" the adoptive chlrd end fanily have
recel-ved adeguat e f ol J-ow-up and there åre nô questíons
concernlng the approprlsLenege of the adoptive hone. As
PhIIfp Hepworth (15êt: L37) etat.ee, the dleedvsntage of a
shorter prohatlon period Ie thet the soclsl worker,s lnput
lnto the adoplj-ve famlry 1g terrnlnated at that tlme. rt is
now begJ-nnlng ta be recclgnleed Lhet Lhe adoptlve fanfly has
epeeial neede r.¡hich dlffer fron the neede of the biologicaJ.
fanlly and mÊy Lherefore require eontlnued lnput end follow-up
servlces sfter the adoptlon hee been flnel-ised. Agencree åre
gradually being puehed to offer theee ongolng pae,t-adopttve
eervleee (Jeç¡etL L978, Lawder 197ô, Jaffee and Fsneher l-g?o,
Hepwarttr 1Såô, Hlme1nan 1Så4).

The one question t*hich arises fro¡n this secLion is:

ïs there a need for future research to focus on
developlng En evslustl-on prÐÈÈss whereby the effecte
of post.-adoption services on adoptian t:ut.cornes carr
be assessed?
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IeÞIe-IIi--IÞe-Epet-ef -Iite-Þe!sect-!Þc_4dep!let
P 1 acenen!_egd_!be_ådgp!!en_E¡lCI i zat i on .

Number of Number of Va1id Cumulative
Years Children Percent Percent

6(nonLhs) 5 7.8 7.A
t 47 73.4 At.z
2 10 15.6 96.8
3 L I.6 98.4
4 1 L.6 100.0

31 nissing

Total 95 1-Oü. ü

ïÞe-EIesÊ-s{-EåE!b-ed-ÈÞe-AÉepted_gÞiId.

¡{ Iurge proportion (37k) of the Indinn children placed for
adoption ç¡ere born in bJinnipeg. blhen theee f iguree are
conpared ç¡Ith the biological motherg' birthpraceg the regultg
are that 59.5% of t.he children were born av\ray from the
mother's birthplace. Furthernore, although 4C-.5% of the
children srere born in the nother'g birthplace, only tL.L% of
the nothers still lived there at the tine of adoption.

ft is interesting to note that the klest¡nan region comes
gecond to Hlnnipeg¡ and far outstrips Lhe other ruraL regions,
in Lerns of the nunber of Indian chÍldren born there who r.¡ere
placed for adopÈ1on.

This data raises several quesLionst

tdhat are the fn'ctors r¡¿hich influence the degree af
movemenL ar¡ay from the mothers' blrthplaces?

þJhat does Èhis movement Eivr,ay frsm the Re.serv€s
mean in terne of extended fanily supporLs Lo Lhe
mother and child?

klhat fsctors, íf ânle differentiate one region fro¡n
another region, in terms of influencing the number
of Indian chiLdren ç¡ho are plaeed for adoption?
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Table XII: The Place of Birth of the .{dopted_ç!¡Id=.

Frequency

TotaI 95

IsÞIe_EIII!_å_ËeBpar i sss_ef _!Þe_B i s!og i sa 1 _Hotþessl
Eeg¿,ere-e{-9rs!h-!s-!Þc-9Þ1Idrers1-Eesrere-e{-Elqth:

Ì{o. of Valid Cum. No. of Valid Çum.
Region l{others Percent Percent Children Percent Percent

Region

Winnipeg
Parklands
lnterlake
Westman
Eastnan
Nor¡nan
Thonpson
Central

34
6
2

t-9
9
6
7
9
3

Valid
PercenL

37.O
6.5
2.2

20.7
9.8
FE
Ð.J

7.6
9.A

nissing

95

Cumulative
Percent

37.O
43.5
45.7
66,3
76.I
82.6
90.2

100. o

48.7
2-I
5.4

1_O.8
8.1
5.4

10.8
8.L
o.o
o.o

Hinnipeg l-
Parkland 4
ïnterlake 5
hlestman 5
Eagt¡nan L2
Norman 1
Thonpson 5
Central 2
I'f innesoLa 1
Saskatche$¡an 1

lf issing 58

Total 95

n-Ì
10.9
13.5
13. s
32 .4
2.7

lâ t¡.

5.4
)a
2-7

F) -f

13.6
-ta 4

40.6
73.t
75.7
a9.2
94.6
97.3

100. o

L8
1
2
4

2
4
ã
o
o

58

44.7
51 .4
q.¿ ó

67.6
4e 4

81.1
91_ .9

L00. ô
o.o
o.o
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reÞre-rrYi--4-9euper i son-e{-!Þe-Þlereg¡ccr-Es!Þers1-Bcg¡ens
e{-E!r!Þ-!e-!hc-Þ¡eIegiseI-Ue!Þcrsl_Begreee_e{_Eesidençe.

Region

Hinnipeg
Parkland
Interlake
Slestnan
Eastnan
Nor¡nan
Thornpson
Central
Minnesota

I'f issing

Total

Number VaIid
Resident Percent

Number
Çum. Born in Valid Cum.

PercenL Region Percent Percent

1_ l_

o
L
I
1
o
3
1
o

77

95

6L. L
o.o
5.6
5.6
5.6
o.o

16.5
Êa
-r.ll
o.o

L
.5

2
2
6
1
2
o
L

77

95

5,6
16.6
11.1-
11.1

5.6
1_1_. r.

o.o
5.6

61-. L
o.o

66.7
72.3
77.9
o.o

94.4
1_OO. û

o.o

-J.EI
22.2
33.3
44.4
77 "7øãÒ
94. O

o.o
100. o

ïÞC_SdepLf ee_E I eeeEent_ågenc i es,

The data fron the voriable tplucing ëgency' indicstes thnt
74.71Ê of the adoption EãsËs originated frem private thil-dren's
Aid agencieg.

It is for this reå.rÐn that the
the purposeÊ of this study contain
The principal adoption file,
infornation, is kept in the privaLe
lndepth, adoption regearch to be
vital- t.hat acces,s to private
granted.

udopLion files examined for
only skeletal information.
v¡it h aI L Lhe pert j.nent
agencies. For any future,

adequalely canducted iL is
agency adoption files be

Some questions vyhich flos; from this infornaLion ðre:

tdhy do msst of the Indien adoption cËrs€s originat.e
fron private agencies?

tdho hnd ¡urisdicLion or/Br providing child q¡elfare
services to the Reserves?

9Jas there a difference in the substance and
level of services provide by the private agencies
ver.sus the provincial agencies?
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IcÞIe-IYi.--EËessency-or-ôÊep!lene-Eer-44c¡p!res
EICgenCe!_Agency .

Agency
Valid CunulaLive

Percent Percent

tAS gf
CAS of
CAS of
CAS of
HSD of
HSD of
HSD of
HSD of
HSD of
H5Þ of

Ea,stern Hanitoba
Western I'lanitoba
Central Manitoba
Winnipeg
Hinnipeg
Parklands
fnterlake
Eastman
Nornan
Thempson

Frequency

1_2

22
Lo
27

2
5
5
1
5
Ë

95

L2.6
23.2
10.5
24.4
2.L
Râ

5.3
1.1
-¡..5
6.3

too,ü

nn Ê_

âq. ô

46.3
74.7
76.4
a2.L
47.4
88.4
93.7

1_OCI.0

Totul

NOTE: CAS =
HSD =

Children's Aid Society - Privste Agencies.
HealLh and Social. Development - ProvinciaL
Agencies.

The_Eeereg_EheEB_!he_Ehrl d_tsas_PIaeed_f gs_gdopt i on.

ït r*ss f c¡und that 48 .7È af the chi ldren pluced f c¡r
adoption ldere placed c¡utside sf l{anitoha, L8.L96 in Canada and
30.6% in the United StaLes. The placenents outside of Hanitoba
$rëre made primarily by rural agencies. The bJestman and
central. agencies placed the largesL proportion of children in
the United StaLes.

At this point Alfred Ksdushin's sLutement cÐrne.e to mindi
''Thut the first, krest place fc:r the chii_d is

r¿ith his oion fanily, in his or"¡n cornmunity, in his
ov¡n country; that adoption is not appropriate unless
alL efforts have been made to saLvage his fanily for
the child' (1984:3).

Trpo questions s¡hich
research êre:

perhaps nüy be a.sked in future

What specific criterin dictuted the choice of
adoption plecements of these Indian chil-dren?

lfhy rrãs 0nÊ area of
another?

placement favoured over
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IeÞIe_IVIj.__4_Çempar i son_e{_!Þe_Begrel._e{_9s!git_e{_!he
th¡Idrer-!e-!Þe-ôrece-in!e-QÞrcÞ-!Þe-QhiIÊrel-Eesc-PIcçcd'

Areas into Hhich t,he Children klere Placed

Region of Unit,ed VaI id tun .
Origin ÞJinnipeg Msnitobn Stntes Cannda Percent Fercent

hlinn ipeg t L
Parkland O

Interlake O

Hestman O

Eastman t
Norman O

Thompson O

Central- O

€
5

o
.J

4
5
1
4

3 4 ?9.2 29 -?
3 t- 9.6 38.8
OT 1.4 40 -2
6 2 tg.z 58.4
4 1 13.9 72.3
o o 6.9 79.2
2 2 6.9 a6.1
4 2 1_3.9 100. O

Valid % L6.7 34.7 30.6 18. O 1OO. O
Cun. % L6.7 51 .4 82. O 1-OO.0

Hissing 23
Total 95

ïÞe-BeI¡sisl-or-!Þe-SdepLed-!Þ¡ld=
This study found that 7t,6k of the children were reported

to be *religÍouely free'.

These findings are consistent v*ith Hepr*orth stuLenenLs
that:

The staLed preferences of nstursl parents do
not always reflect their own religion buL are more
often a realistic asgessment of the prospectg for
their child being placed for adoption; this practice
uas probably nost frequent r¿hen Lhe over-aL1 number
of adoption applicants fell short of the supply of
chiLdren for adoption and when applicantg of a
particular religion were known to he in short
supply (194:156) .

Stating Lhat a child rdas 'religiously free' could serve to
speed up Èhe adoption process for the chiId, especially during
those years q¡hen Lhe adoption policy gtated that a criterj.a of
naLching t.he chitd r¿ith his adoptive parents was Lhat of
re1 lgion.
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Future research may wieh to examine!

Hhat consideration is given to Indian children who
have been brought up in, or wish to pursue,
traditional forng of Indian religion?

IsÞIe-XYIIi.--IÞe-Bc r¡g¡es-sg-IÞe-ôdspEcd-qhlId.

VaIid CunulaLive
ReligÍon Frequency Percent Percent

Religiously Free
Ronan CathoIÍc
Protegtant
Angl ican
Presbyterian

Tot aI

48
7

10
L
1

2A

7L.6 7t.6
i.o.4 a2.t
1_4.9 97 .O

1 .5 98.5
L .5 1_OO. O

missing

too.o95

Post - Adgpt i ve_Da!e_eg_!hc_CÞ¡Id:

The_Eeueslgdy_ef _!ÞC_ådep! i ve_Hone .

Recording of pre and post adoption visits by the child
welfare v¡orkers to the adoptive home varied from no recorded
vlsits to 1-4 recorded visits.

Being fully cognizant of the inporLnnce of acloption
followup te the child and to the adopLive family, He elssume
that these visits hrere conplet.ed but not. recorded on these
parÈicular files. It is likely that this information can be
found in the child'g adoption file which is hou,sed ç¡ith the
placing agency.
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!erscns 1 i!y-9Þcqes!etls!rss_s!Ê_S!!riÞg!ee_ef _!Þe_ådep!e4gÞifd.

very fer+ of the personalit,y truiLs and attributes Þrere
broken do¡'¡n into concrete, definabre characteristj.cs. The
descriptions of the child in ter¡ng of his social, ernotioner,
and physicar state of being e¡ere of a general nature and
indicated liLtIe regarding the child's past, and presenL,
level and mode of functioning. hJe assume that the conprete
deecriptions of the chird are Lo be found in the chlrd's fLJ-e
at each respective placing agency.
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The Êdep!¡ye_Hc!her .

Th e _ A ge_ e!_ ÞÞ c_åd op t i vs_ E o!h cl _,_

The study shoç¡s that 17.ËFe sf the adoptive
within the 26 to 35 age range.

¡nothers ÞrerË

This is the üge rãnge y¿hich app€ürË Lo be the ms.st similar
to those biologicar parents ç¡ho already have one or tv-ro
children r¿ithln thelr fa¡nlri-es" This ig in keeplng wtth the
fact that at the ti¡ne that these part.icular adoptions q¡ere
conpreted ¡nost of the adoptive familieg arreedy had one or
more children, eiLher born to them or previousl_y adopted.

ïn sorne EüESE it is possible that Lhe nge c'f the adoptive
aptrrfcante ¡.¡es used aa one criterion ûn whlch to ¡udge their
eIiglbility. Jaffee and FensheL found Lhat .age, was not
necesaarily a valid or ueeful adoption criterion.

...the üge
inception of
inslgnificant
subsequent life

of the adopLive couple at the
the adoption was relatively

for understanding Lhe adopters,
ad¡usLnent (1970:258) .

This is not. to say thst the age crf the ndoptive parenLs shsuld
not be Laken into consideration. It courd be incl-uded as onë
parL of the Lotal picture r*hich ç¡ould arso prace appropriaLe
emphasis on the edopt.ive applicants' sÈaLe of physical. and
rnental heelth, their ability and willingness to parent, Lheir
previous relaLionship to the child, if anyr etc.

Therefore, Ene qussLion thnt may be asked when looking aL
Manítoba'e Indian adoption policiee j_s!

Hor+ much significünce dses the variable 'age' have
in determining the eligibility of the adoptive
appl icantg?
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IeÞ!e_EVIIIi__IÞe_ôse_of _tÞe_ôdept !vs_l'f others .

Frequency
Valid Cunulative

Percent PercentAge (in Years)

IA-23
4¡ 4E
-¿,8-JJ
4a Áe.an-4. t

46-55
ea.
JET

TotaI

6
42
15
I
L

4L

4.2
57. Ë
2û,5
lî ã

r.4
mieelng

100. o

4,2
65.8
8¿. 4

õô¿
lôt.0

95

The Reçe of tþe_Adqptiye_Ìlother.

f n this study 87.7% of the adoptive mothers rñtere
Caucasian, 9.2% were Indian, and 3.t% erere of oLher racial
arlglna. The adoptlve nËthÊl's helonglng to ttre 9"ã:{ eategory
wÊr-Ê ell rngrrled tr rlsucaslan maleg.

ïn this category 'other' ie uged to lndlcate non-ïndian,
¡ron-Ceucaelan råëÈs euch Ba trl-enLal Èr Bl-eck. The cetegory
tlndlan' ineludeg al1 thoge people who lndicated that they
were either of pure-blood or of rnixed-blood Indian orígin-

Considering Èhat much of the literature on adoption
favoure placlng a child ç¡lthin an adoptive home of the Bame
rsce t¡henever poeeible, (FsneheI 1,972, åLteneave L97?,
Blanchard t877, Red Horee, Lewis, Feft and Decker 1979,
I'f 11ler, Hoffnan and Turner 198û, Hudaon and FfcHenzle 1981t
Ëroç.¡ a¡rd Shaplro l-575, Jonee l-572 ) , thle rslges severa.l.
queetlone I

t¡lhat efforts r,¡ere ¡nade to find fndian adoptive
hornes?

If there were difficulties in finding appropriate
fndlen adopLive homes, whet çJere the reasons behind
Lhese dlfftcultiee?

Çdhat, if anything, needs to be changed in ManiLoba's
recruitment pollcy regarding adoptlve homes for
Indian children?
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IeÞIe-lIXi--IÞe-Bcse-ef _!Þe_4dep!iyc_Ie!hers .

Vaiid Cunulative
Percent PercentRace

ïndian
Caucasian
Ot.her

TataI

Frequency

Ë
57

2
30

AJ

on

a7.7
â,1

nJ-ssÍng

L0t, ü

Ë.3
96.9

100. o

Thc_BeI¿sisn_of _!he_4depteç!_t{9ther.

The three relig{ic¡ns tc¡ r*hich the gre,:test ntrmher gf
adoptive motherg beronged rirere: FroLestant (e2.4%) , Roman
cathorlc (29.7%) and Angrican (6.9%). The other stated
rerigions were Presbyterian, united, Lutheran, lfethodlst,
Baptist, l{ennonite, and Jeç¡ish. 5.4% stated that they were
Chrigtian and L.4% stated that they were agnostic.

rn his study, Ear_Fgo¡n_the_BgservaL.ion, Fqnsher fc'und thct
the ndoptive fumily',s rerigion appenred to be ef ¡ninimalinfluence in the future ad3ugt¡nent of the adoptive farnily
{1-972=771 . These findings ss€m tcr heve heen widery accepted,rn Manltobar 8s in varioug other regions, the variabl_e
'rerigion' r¡o longer appears to be a rnaJor factor in
deternining the appropriate edopttve pracernent for a child.

Hoç¡ever' in reviewing the ndaption of Indian children v¡e
måy stllf need to glve thought Lot

ShaL part does rslÍgion Flay in the Life of crn
Indian family, of an Indian chlld?

Dcres religion need ttr F-¡e taken into consideratian
when determining the adopLive placement of an rndian
chi Id?
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_ X X i _ _ I Þ e _ B e I i g ¡ e I _ e f _ ! Þ s _ 4 _d s B ! I y c _ Þf o t h e ! e .

VcIid tunulertive
Percent PercentRel igion

Rsrnan Çatholic
Protestant
.{ngl ican
Presbyterian
United
Lutheran
I'lethodiet
Baptist
I'f ennonite
Christian
.{gnostic
Jewish

Tc¡tal

Frequency

2?
24

5
1_

4
7
2
2
1
4
l_

1
?t

?J

32 .4
6.8
L.4
5.4
9.5
2.7
aa
L.4
5,4
1,.4
L.4

mlssing

t_00 " 0

n.t a

62.2
68.9
70.3
73.7
85. L
87.8
9û.5
91_ .9
6aã

98.6
Loo. o

ïbe_EÉusst i en_of _!Þe_ådes! i se_FTother .

44.8k of the adoptive nothers in this study have a.senior
high' level of education. An additional 49.3% of the adoptive
¡nothers have some f urt her education, either by hray of
univereity, technical, or business coursês.

This i-s consistent Hith Joyce Lsdner's sttrdy, supported by
others such as l{itchell (l-969), and simon and ,tlstein (L977)
r*herein she statest

Several st udies have examined the
characteristics of those qrhites who choose to adopt
.scross racial boundaries. The profile that emerges
from those studies, includinE rny or¿¡n data, portrays
a ç¡el- 1-educated, economicaJ- 1y succeesful,
niddle-cIasg suburlf,an Anerican couple v¡ho aJ_ready
have children of their oç¡n (Lad¡rer L977t29>.
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Tebl-e 4SI i__IÞe_Edgqc! r sq_ef _!Þe_ådsp!ryc_UerheËs .

Educetion

Junior High
Senlor Hlgh
Undergreduate
l'Íaeters
Doctorat.e
Business
CoI Iege
Technical

Valid CunuLatlve
Percent PercentFrequency

4
3û
10

?
2
2
4

t2
2A

95

6.O
44.4
14.9
4.5
3.t
3.O
6.t

17.9
nissing

1_OO. O

6.O
5ô.7
63.7
70.1
a'J n

76.7
è-t 4

10û. o

TotaI

The_Occgpe!!on_atd_IngeqC_Sf _gÞe_$dep!!ye_Mothers .

56.2% on the adopLive mothers sLaLed their occupation as*houeeurLvÈB' årrd ÈL:+ sf the adopLlve rnathere had nr reported
ínco¡ne. rn mogL of the cases ç,rhere the fenale åpprlcent was
etÍIl r+orki-ng It t¿¡ås Indlcated that ehe t+ould quit work and
stay home once Lhe adaption placenent cccurred.

FurÈher reeearch ls needed to ascertain:

Doeg the fact that
the ho¡ne have any
11fe ad3uet.menL af

a nother works outgide
i-nfl-uence on the future
the adopted chlld?

of

The Medical- Þ!e!gs_ef_!Þe_Sdep!iye_Uother .

69.8% of the adopÈed mothers r^rere reported to be in good
heerth" The r'emaJ-nJ-ng 3t"Ë:d wÉr-e r'eparted aa hevJ_ng a variety
of ËÕnrrnirn 1l J-neseee, ulth the great ee,L percentege being
dlabeLee, t7.9%) and obeeily (g.ard). l-.6:t reported ¡nental
hesrth concÈrns and l-.Ë."6 etated thal they hed had an addictionproblen In Èhe past. fn general,
moLhere ranged fr¡nr gand t¡ feJ.r.

- TU
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IÞc-4ÊeB!1yc_Ee!her .

I{any of the variables describing the adoptive faLher arenot included in this section j-n that trrey are shared by theadoptive nother and, therefore, have been previousryanalyzed. one exenpre of this is the variab.l-e .regi_dence,
r¡hich is shared by both of the parents.

IÞc_4ee_e{_!Þc_4dopt ive_Fa!hs5 .

The age range of the adoptive fathers ctosely ¡natchedthose of the adoptive mothers, arthough the greater
concentraLion of adopLive faLhers were found in Lhe 36 to 4sage range (54.7%) as opposed to Lhe adoptive mothers who ç¡ere¡nore to be found in the 26 Lo 35 age range (Sj.S%> .

IÞe_Besc_9f _!he_Aqep!rve_Fsrher .

92.4% of the adoptive fathers r/dere Caucasian. 6.L% of thenuere of full or rnix-blooded, rndian origin ç¡hi.re L.5% ç"rere ofa racê oLher than rndian or caucasian. The adoptive fathersbelonging to the 6.t% category were all married to caucsgian
women.

rt question which may be appropriate for future research toconsider at this point is:

Hhat are the positive benefit,s and,/or negative
effects of transracial adoption on fndian
chi ldren?

ïcÞIe_IXIIi__TÞe_Rsse_o!_!Þe_ådep!!ve_FaLhers .

Race

Indian
te.ucnsisn
Other

Total

Frequency

4
6L

T

29

95

Vol id
Percent.

6.1
92,4
1.5

nissing

l_oo. o

tunulative
Percent

Urf
EO E.JVrJ

100. o
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IÞ=-Eggse!¡el-ef -!Þe_4êepElyc_Ecrher .

The data concerning the adoptive fsthers, education arefairly consistent wiLh that of thã adoptive mothers,; that is,34-3% of the edoptive fathers had th; equivarent of a seniorhigh schoo.L education and 5 L.4% of the¡n went on to pursuehigher education.

IcÞIe_45IIIi__Ihe_Educat lon_of _!Þe_ôdep!åye_Es!her.s .

Educstion

Elenentary
Junior High
Senior High
Undergraduate
ìf asterg
Doctorate
Business
Col Iege
Technical

Total

Frequency

L
I

24
5
7
5
4
6
I

25

?J

1.4
L2.9
34.3
7.L

L0. o
7.t
5.7
8.6

t2.9
missing

1_ro. û

t.4
l_4.3
44.6
55.7
65.7
72.9
7A.6
a7.t

100. o

VaIid Cunulative
Percent percent

IhC_IgSeme_and_Occupat i og_g{_!be_4dep!¡ve_Father.

- The maSerity of the adoptive fathers rdere recorded ãsbeing in varj.ous types ctf .whjte colLar, 3obs (6'4.4%> . ZT.=e6wÊre in nanual l_abour occupaLions and the remaining 7.L.yl rÄrerein other Lypes of enproytn*àt. There were no adoptive fathersregistered as unenployed.

fn order to do an indepth analysis of the adoptivefathers' income it wourd be necessËiry to chart the erverageLeverg of incone for each yeer. For the purposes of thisstudy it Ís enough to ta}<e into accounL th; i.rign rever ofeducatLon recorded in order to suggeet that ir.= adopti.vefethers' income* can be 3udged to -n* in the middre to hÍghincome range.



The questione thst arise here are one of deftnltlon:

Hor¿ are 'the needs of the chiLd' defined?

Ç{l-rat kind and level
those neede?

cf care would appropriately neet

ïeÞIc_EEIYi__Ihc_tccupg! i c¡n_cf _the_Êdop!rgc_E.3!þer.É,

Occupation

Arch i tect,/ Eng ineer
Social ScÍence
Rel igion
Teaching
I'tedicine
Artistic
CLerical
Sales
Service
Farming
Logging
Mining
Product Fabricate
Construction
Transport
l{aterial HandIe
Equipnent Operate
Managerial
Student
Arned Forces

Totol

Frequency

2
2

1_O

7
L
L
J

L
I
1
2
4

L3
ã

1_

2
7
L
2

T7

95

VaI id Curnulative
Percent Percent

6.4
2.6
2.6

n5 ôÀ¿. A

9.O
l_ .3
n-
5.4
1.3

]_t.3
45

2.6
5.L

rb. /
1ã

2.6
9.O
¿tÕ

2.6
missing

l-ü0,0

6.4
9.O

1_1.5
24.4

34.6
35.9
42.3
43.6
53.8
55. L
57.7
62. a
79.5
83.3
84.6
47.2
96.2
97.4

100. o
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IÞe-48ep!1ye_Eetlry .

Tbs_Racg_e{_!bC_Ag!opÞi ve_Fgnf Iy.
9"291 of the ndoptive mothers and Ë.Lls sf thefathers indicated that they were of rndian origin.married to a caucasian spouse. Therefore, at reastthe adoptive fa¡nil-ies in this study vrere biraci.al.

adopt ive
A 11 srere
15.3% of

I b c _ Çb r I sl r e n _ çr ! t þ r e _ !Þ c _ A d o p ! i ge _ F n m i f s.
oniy l-6.8'e¿ of the total- number ef EflsËs studíed crearlyindlcated that there were no chi.ldren born ör adopted into theadoptive family prior to t.his adoption. rt can be safelyassuned, therefore, that Lhe rernsining adoptive families hadat least one ehild previous to this adoption.
Jaffee and Fanshel found that:

chirdrerr srho entered faniries centaining ane srmore children tended to fare betLer Ètran didadoptees praced in chirdress coupres (i-g7o:2s4).

Jaffee and Fanshel feel that Lhis resurt i.s due ts thefact that peopre wit.h previous parenting experience raour.dprobabry have "greater skirl and le.s,s anxiety in the parentrorê" (1970:255). They wouÌd be better abre to re"ognize, andcope wlth problens which could I¡e attributed to developnenLalrather Lhen adoption prèssures.

9!her_Ecgp I e_!n_!Þe_ådeet!ve_Fa¡n i Ly=_

sorne of the ndoptive fnnilies (i.5"99s) hsd people stherthen their chirdren riving in the hone. of these g.g% Herefron the adoptive fanily's farniJ.y of origin. Thege incLudedparents, and broLhers and sísterg. s.3% of the other peopJ.eresiding in the fanrily htere foster chlldren and the renaining
1 - 8% çrere board.ers . rn general , Lhe ma3 ority of adoptivefanil.leg appeered to adhere to the nuclear fanily glructure,
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IÞe_Þrglegigel_Paren!s' .

The anarysis of this section is extrenely brief, n,¡tbecause it ls considered of lesser importance, but raÈherbecause data pertaining to Lhe biologicar parents areextrenely Ëpårse.

Ihe_Erelgg¡cg I_Hother .

The_åge_e{_!he_E i o I gs!gs I _Es!her.
52-t9t of the biological ¡nothers are tocated wit,hin the 26to 35 age range.

Ït is sf interest ts nçte that this ctrrrespÐnd= cLc¡sely tothe age range in which the rargest nunber of ådopÈive mothersare to be found.

IeÞf e_XEV!__Ihe_4ge_eI_!hc_E¡e resi tru I _SoÈhers,

Valid tumulative
Age (in Years) Frequency percent percent

Ls-25 1_4 30,4 3O,426-35 24 52.l, 82.5
36-45 7 15.3 97.6
46-55 t 2.2 1_OO. O

49 nissing

Totnl 95 lOCr " 0

Tþe_Rege_ef _Èhe_E i o t eg!cg 1 _Hother.
Èlnly L'Bk of the hiorogicul rnothers werB taucnsinn, Therenaining nothers were o:F Indian descent.

ae
- tJ



IÞe-Bellglet-ef -!Þc-Þ¡eIegrqeI-Us!h=" .

38.7k of the hiologicul mothers identified their religion
€rs being Protestant. 35.5% sLated that Lhey rdere Roman
Cathol ic and L6 . L% stated thet t.hey hrêre AngI ican . The
remaining rerigions stated qrere Presbyterian (3.2%) | united(3.2%) and Pentecostal (3.2%J.

The rerigions of the biological ¡nothers closely pararlel
those of the adoptive nothers. This appears logicar in viev¡
of the facL thaL for a nu¡nber of years it çJa,s å reguirenent of
the l'Ianitoba chird klerfare Act that adopLion agencies ç¡ere to
natch the religion of the biorogical fa¡nily to thal of the
adoptive fanily.

IeÞIc_4EYI¿__TÞe_8s r rsres_s!_!he_B¡eIeg¡se1_SoLbBrE .

ReI igion

Rsman tnt'holic
Protestant
Angl ican
Presbyterian
United
Pentecostal

VaIid Cunulstive
Fercent Fercent

TctnI

Frequency

LL
L2

5
L
t
3_

64

95

.f J..J

38.7
L6. 1

3.2
3.2
õõ

nlssing

3-ütr, ü

35.5
74.2
90.3
93.5
96.8

10t. û
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IÞc-Uerl!eI-E!c!se_e{_!Þe_BisIeglseI_Is!h=s .

Arthough €r high percentage of bialogicaJ- moLhers urere
singre at the tine of adoption (5s%) a significant number of
biorogicar nothers rdere rnarried to, or living v¡ith, the
child'g father or another mån at the ti¡ne of adoption (zg.B%>.

TF¡is raises one question fsr future exa¡ninstioni

ldhat part does the hiological mothar,s nnle partner
play in Lhe adoption process?

ïeÞ1e_EEyI Ii__IÞe_gar!!at_E!e!sc_s!_!Þe_Ei er ogise L
l{othelg.

Hnrital Statuç

Single
$idov¡ed
I'larried to
Biologicul Father
Married to Other
Separated fron
Biological Fnther
NoL Known

Tc¡t oI

Frequency

95

Vnl id
Fercent

*,1-¡ r V

r.7
4+rJ

5.O

2+a
J.il

tt.7
nissing

1l-rñ ñ

tJumulative
Fercent

55. ü
56.7

str, o
45. o

88,3
1_OO " O

L

L4
ã

7
.f -,
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IÞ=-Qssgpc!rgt_ef _!he_EieIeg!sef _Ee!Þeg.

rf Ens EarnFðres the number of hiorogicar msthers {4g.gp€ho¡nemakers plus i'4.6% unemproyed) who are not enproyed i.npaying 3obs to the number of biological nothers who ãre single(55%), it is a fair conclusÍon to ¡nake that a large nu¡nber ofthese women Iive in poverty conditÍons.
"Foverty has welt-estabrished correlates.. (Ryant

1984:l-69). Some of these are chemical ad.diction, physical endemotionaL abuge, poor health, malnutrÍtion, logg ofself-esteem. inability te care for children, ðnd depression.
Some questions ç,lhich are rerevsnt Lo this sectiçn are:

åre there adequate sociel services to provideageistance for the probtemg?

Can more preventive
the fanily situaLj.on
protection gervicee?

services þe instignted prior ts
beconing a crisie in need of

ïbc_SeÉreeÀ_EÈsÈus_E!_ths_B i o I ogi cs I _Se!her .

38-8% of the biologicar mothers indicuted that they werein good health. zg.4% stated that they suffered fronlllne=geg guch as allergies (s%), ear and eye probrens (L.s%>,
¡nenter hearth (1.5%), mentar deficiency (1.s%), tubercurosis(6%), and a variety of other diseasàs (L4.g%). az.g% of thebiological nothers erere recorded as suffering from arcshoraddiction.

ïÞg_E¿ef es!cq!_Father,

The infornation available on the biologicnl father is notonry sparse, it is basicarry non-existent. For the most partthere is nol even enough data avaiLabre to generate anysuggestive anerysis. ,{nd, any data that was recorded appearsto generally come from å eecond-hand source, ueuarry thebiological mother. ft çdas, Lherefore, decided that the dotaconnecLed Lo the biological father could noL be analyzed.



Chapter 4

Conclusions and Reco¡nnendatione,

çJith the conpletion of the literature revier,r on adoptions,
snd Ín perticular, on traneracial adoptions, and with the
conpletion of the analysis of the daLa gaLhered fron the
adoption filee on succèssfulIy conpleted adoptions of Indian
chi ldren f rorn I'f anitoba, it is nohr poeeible Lo f orrnulaLe
certain propositions and recommendations. It has been decided
to put forLh prapoeltione rsLher than hypotheees due to t-he
fact that the findJ-ngs in thi,s pracLieum are of a general,
exploratory nature" These proposiLion.s could lead to further
regearch with one of the goels belng to further cJ-arlfy the
findlnge of thie exploratory study, and possibly, to transLate
sûrne of the tentative propõsitlone offered ln thls report inLo
teetable hypoLheees.

The following proposièions, which summarize the ma3or
findlnge, arÊ grouped 1n tç¡o general arÈåB:

a) Practicun Findings regarding IndÍan AdopLions.
b) Research inlo Indian Adoptione.

The propositions are followed by recolnmendations suggesting
direction Lo consider i"n future reseerch in thie BrÈa,



A- Begesding-!Þe-Erec!lqum_ErtÊrsgs_en_Il4res
4dep!lets_ln_Ugnitoba .

L. There aFFBflrE t.c' be a need in f{anitsbs fsr ã
more structured syetern of sharing of information,
servíces, and resources between those ç¡ho formuLate
and adninister the adopLion poJ_icies, ie" the
provincial government, and those who put the.se
policies into practice, ie. the chiLd u¡elfare
agencies. As it exists, the adopLion fileg are the
property of the individual agencies and access t.o the
infornation contained therej-n ie very re,stricted.
(¡Jithout access to this Ínformation it is difficurt to
fornulate policies and practices which r"¡ilL
accurately reflect the current Indian adoption
situation in Ìf anitoba.

RecgmmeEdglloni That ñ standardized
systen sf informaLion gathering be instiLuLed
by aII agencies r"rho provide adoption services
in Manitoba; that a clearly defined protocol
releting to the access of infornation reEard.ing
adopLion be nade avail-abLe to those individuaL,s
involved boLh in research in the area of
adoption and in the for¡nulation of Flanitobe,,s
child welfare policies and practices. ft is
apprecíaLed that, due to the confidential
nature of this information, there is a need Lo
ensure thaL it continue to be protected from
unauthorized åcce6s. Neverthel_ess, iL is
necessary for those lndividualg involved in
research or policy formulation regarding
adopt.ions to have access Lo the data Lhey
require in order to make inforrned propositione
and recornrnendati-ons.
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a Indian chlldren are generally placed for adoption at
an older age than the average Caucssian child.

Reco¡nmegde!ion! Thet fln}¡ research
conducted in the area of fndian adopt ion pay
part.icular attention to incorporating the
unigue attributes of the 'oIder-chÍ1d'
adopLions int.o the study.

Certain specific year.E saw a higher percentage of
Indian children entering Lhe child welfare systen
than other years.

$eco4mendg!¡ogi That these years be
etudled 1n nore detai] ta ãssess whal
particular factors creaLed the need for more
child r¡el-fare .Íntervention during this time.

A lnrge percentage of Indian children w.:s placed for
adoption within 4 years of their initial enLrance
into the child v¡elfare syetern.

ReggnnÊndg!ien¡ That, furLher rese-srch
explore the amount and typa of supporL servicea
that were made avai-Iable Lo the child and his
fanily during the period between the chlld'e
first apprehension and hi.s placement for
adoptfon.

A significent nu¡nber of Indisn children s¡ere born
away fron the biological mother'g place of birth.
The logical assunption is theL the supports fron
extended family and friends become ninimized or
inaccessible to the biological rnoLher.

EegemBenÉglfgUj. That future research
study Lhe ressc¡ns for these mÐvea, snd the
positive and/or negative irnpact of these moves
on the sLabitity of the Indian fanily.

4.
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6. Thi.s study shoç¡s that a large number of Indian
children rr¡ere placed for adoption outside of Canada
and that these pJ.acenents v¡ere made primarily by
rural Þfanitoba child t^lelfare egencies.

ReËo[mendallsgå That the slcs.sific¿tion,tspecial needs', be exanined and clarified as
to its acLual meaning. That the labelling of
an Indian child as having 'special needs' be
explored in order to assess if this lebel eets
in rnotion a different kind of process of
adoption. That research explore q¡hether or not
it is the child's needs or the lack of
resources v¡hich dictate whether an Indian
chÍId is placed outside of Canada. That
research be used to determi¡:e u¡hat specific
resources r/ùere aveilable to Lhe child v¡elfare
agencies in Manitoba in Lerms of dealing wit.h
the adoption of Indían chiidren.

7, The average demographic anci sociseconomic aLtrihut,e-e
af the couple who adopts Lraneracially are thaL they
are of Caucasian origin, religious, mlddle-class,
well-educated, econonlcally-succeg.sful, end
eelf-confident.

Eegg¡¡endaÈign! Thnt a study be conducted
to deter¡nine v¡hether or noL there 1g å
relationship between demographic and
gocioecononic attributes of the adoptive
parents and the future Iife-ad3ustment of the
adopted chiId. This reconmendaLion hag
particular relevancy in light of the need to
dictate appropriate standards and criteria by
which determine the eligibility of adoption
appl icanL,s .
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õ, In general, the information found on the Indian
adoption fites housed wiLh the Manitoba Government is
sparse and inconplete. It is assumed that a more
conplete version of the edopted child,,s history, as
weII as thet of the biological_ family and the
adoptlve fanily, can be found in the record,s of Lhe
child ç¡elfare egencies in Manitoba.

Recom4endet.lqnå That infornntisn
regarding Indian adopLione necessary for
program planning and progran evaluat.ion be
clearly idenLified; that a sysLenatic approach
to the recording of infor¡nation be put into
place, taking into account the nininun basic
daLa set required for ongoJ-ng progran planning
and adninistratíon; end thaL ttre gathering of
infor¡nation be in keeping t¡ith government
legislation dictating the requirenent,s of the
Adoption Registryr 8s well_ aË keeping in mind
the right to accege of infor¡nation by the
cI ients .
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B. Eegerdteg-Es!src-ReseasçÞ_re_!Þe_E¡eld_sf _Indren
4dep!rets-¡n-Hcsr!gÞs.

LÕ.

Research, and in parLicular" longitudinul research,
ln the area of adoption of Indlan chilrlren, ie very
rare- There is rittre concrete evidence regarding the
impact of adoption on the Indian chitd after he has
entered the adolescent and early adult tife stages.

EesonnegÉa!åol! There is €i need Lo
develop researsh s¡hich will be ongoing and
rohich rsill fc¡llow the Indian child from Lhe
rnoment he is placed in the adoptive home, if
not soÕner, through to his early adult yearË,
in order to assess the ad3ustnent of the child
to the adoption experience.

üomparatíve resenrch in the eren of adoption are also
very Iimited. There is Iittle, Lf ahy, infor¡nation
regarding the si¡nilaritie.s and differences of the
inpact of adoption on an Indian child and on a r*hite
chl Id .

Recc,nnendg!¡og! That resenrch be
developed to assess the simiLariLies and
differences in fndian and white adoptions in
Hanitoba j-n order to gain more knowledge by
which to fornulaLe adoptlon policies and
practices which nay be rnore beneficial Lo all
children placed for adoptlon-

3
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l-1. Reseerch regarding the effects of adoption on people
olher than the Indian child are algo rare. These
significant others include the child's biological
fanily, the chiLd's adoptive family, and the child's
Indian connunity.

Eecommetrdglsegi That research be
developed to assess the inpact of the adoplion
on the varioug people inplicated in the
adoption. The purpose ol this research would
be to assess how their reactions ç¡iII have
imnediate and trong-terrn effectg crn the future
Ilfe-ad¡uetment of the adopted fndian child"

L2. Studies available on Lransrnciql adoptian, and in
particular, on adoption of Indian children, have
provided ambiguous reguLt.s aL begt. âualifiers such
aE 'succeËs' end tad¡ust.nent' have been non-defined
and thus ol little practicaf use in the comparison of
results.

ReggBnende!fÐgj. Globally-accepLed
definitiong of adoption gualifiers need to be
identified in order to enhance the usefulness
of future research in Lhis area.

L3" Csnfidentiatity and access to information are two
¡:rimary issues of concern r+hen dealing rr¡iLh adoption
research. The priority is to maintain the
confidentiality of a1l, sources of infor¡nation and
identifying factors. On the other hand, it is
inpossible to conduct val-id research wiLhout access
to aII the sources of infornaLion, including the
child's f1le, the biologiceÌ family's file, and the
adoptive family's file.
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Regornneldg!¡gç. That Lhe first step in
åny future research sonducLed in the area of
Indian adoption entail a written agreement
between the researcher, the provincial adopLion
adninistration, and the child r,¡elfare agencj-es
to insure mutual understanding regarding
goaIs, expèctations, commitnent,
confidential-ity, and access to infor¡naLion.
Cooperation betç¡een all the levels involved
needs to be solici.ted before an adequate st'udy
of Indian adoption can be conducted.

L4, The infornation availaþle c:n fndian adoptinn in
Manitobe, appears to be nínimaI and incompJ-ete.
It is therefore questionabLe as to Íts usefu.lness as
å base on which to develop policies and practices
regarding the adopt.ion of Ffanitoba Indian children"

Eecsnmençlstiog¿ Thnt the Hanit,oba
Frevincial Government solicit this information
through the supporL, encouragement, and funding
of a variety of indepth, Iongitudinal studies.
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I gpf eggf gne_and_QÞeCqyeËtete_!eËlyed_{geg_lÞC__liLerarure .

The literaLure or¡ Indion child ç¿elfare in Canad.a points toLhe confusion that exists in Canada regarding the 3urisdictiorrof chÍId welfare service delivery to rndians. fn order Loimprove the delivery of child ç¡elfare services to fndians inHanitoba, the question of r+ho is responsibre for the deliveryof these services needs to be clarified.

Responsibility for decision-making regarding the deliveryof child werfare services needs to be shared. ç¡ith the rndianorganizatlons. rt i,g the consensus of the ljterature thal, inthe final anaryeie, the deciel-ons affecting the future oftheir chi ldren, end urtlnrstery the f uture of t hetr Ëh,nconmunity, need to rest with the rndian peopre. Therefere,
avenues leading to the sharing, deregation¡ or transfer ofdecision-naking power regarding Indian chird t¿erfare issues,lncludj-ng adoption, Lo the rndian connunities, need to beexprored. This process of exproration and decision preferabry
should include representatives of the rndian connunity.

Flsre resenrch is needed ttr fsciritate the explcration çrfalternaLive ¡nethods of adoption service delivery Lo the Indianpopulation in Manitoba. As was discussed in the literature,
research in ihe area of rndian adoption is very linrited. AnhisLorical and retroepective study on past Hanit.oba childç¡eLfare policies and practices, and the lmpact of theseporicies and practices, courd provide the bage or-r r+hich toexplore the future dj-rection of fndian edoption in Manitoba.
Research into the factors which contributed to an Indiar-r childbeing placed for adoption could provide informaLion for theplanning of greaLer preventive neasures in chitd r+el_farepolicy. Finally, longitudinal studies exanining the rong-termeffects of adoption on rndian children courd provide c]ues Lot¡hat is ultimately in the best interest of the rndian chird-
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Cotrqlqsigt.

ïn revievring the purposes and goals set out in t.he
ïnLroduetion f feel thaL Lhi,s precticun has achieved cdhat it
initially intended" The l-iLerature reviesd greatly enhanced my
knowledge of sone of the intricacies inherent in adopti-on, in
transracial adoption, and more specifically, in Indian
adoption in I'f anitoba. ï learned ¡ruch about the Ì¡esÍc technicaL
skills needed Lo conduct. I study in the fieLd of socia"I
services through Lhe constructlon of the queetionnaire, the
gatherlng of daLe fron Lhe adoptian filee, and the analyeis of
lL tlrrrugh the ue'Ê of canputxr rÈÉúurËÈÉ. In the dleeuseion
c¡f the data I ç+as el¡Ie ta utlllse ttre lnfr¡rrnstia¡: gat.her.ed
through Lhe study, ae u¡eLI as my prevlously acquired knowledge
of Lhe chlld q+elf.are fle1d. ï elecl geined ¡ler,l lneiglrte lnta
ec¡me ':f the dl-Iemmss now confronting Lhe I'fenltoba government
and Hanltoba f ndlane ¡"¡lt"h regard Lo Indlan adopt ione ln
I'f anitoba.

,{s I conpleted t.his pracLicum I became ah¡are of certain
underlylng Íesuee q¡hIch ï r¿il1 highllght at thie time.

fn order to study Lhe impact of one series of occurrences
Õn another iL ls' neceêsary to look aL an event from its
beginnlng to 1te end. {Shet Ie obvlsu,g in Lhe fleld of Tndian
adoptlone Íe the lack of any euch procesË. The literature
polnLe to the fsct that there exieL s ¡ninlnal nurnber of
lcrngitudlnal e,tudleef snd thoee that do exlet do ¡:rrt etudy the
adopt.ed Indian chl]d paet hie pre-edo.legcent yeare. kJithout
regearch inta tl¡e chll-d'e adoleecent and adult yÈåre 1t le
dlfficuÌL to accurat.ely aegeeg the inpaeL of the adoption on
the I¡:dian child's overall Iife ad3ustment. This rnissing
piece of reeeerch ¡:eedg ts becorne a prlority if poliey
regarding the edoption of India¡r children ie to accurately
reflect the eiLuation. Si¡nilarly, t.here are no sLudiee of the
irnpact of fr:dl-en adoptione Èn the soeisl and cuLÈural health
af Lhe Indlen eonnunlty. There rteed,g Lo be eetebll,=hed a
¡ÍrÈånË by t+hlch ongolng evslustlon and inforrnatlo¡:-aharing w111
provide the knclwledge nÉcÉËssry to develop pollclee and
programs ç¡hich will be in the best interest of
chlld and the Indlan connunlty.

the Indian

One of the r¡rays this may be accomplished is by involving
thcrse people who are nrÕËt sffected by the edoptlon of Indian
chil-dren, the fndian people thenselves. The liLerature
supporte the facL that, in the fInal analysie, the Indian
people need to trIây õ maJor role in the decieion-making
proceËs regarding the placement of their chil-dren, The fndian
people need to be allowed to develop Lhe waye. end neans by
rchfch they Ë.ãn keep ïndien children ln their communitlee, lf

Jalnt ongalng evsluatlon endnot 1n Lheir f anl l ie,g .

- taÈl



infcr¡nqtion shoring will provide a cÐrnrnen data hese ancì
understanding n€cESEëry for part.ici¡-,atic,n in decisisn-meltÍng"

Pro.¡isien crf Fervices tr-, the fndi.:n comrnunity is õn
irnporLant f act or in Lhe overal- 1 resolution of f ndian
adoptions. It is inportant lo decide the serv.ices that are
necessary Lo prevenL Indian families fron reaching a point
t"¡here they are r¡o longer abLe Lo care for their children. As
is found in this report, and more specifically in the
1j-terature, Indian adoptions are a syrnpton rather Lhan a cau,se
of Indian f ani 1y breakdotn¡n . PrevenLive services, r,+hich
address ,such probJ-ems as poverLy, unernploynent, and mental and
er¡rotional stress, also need to be put into place and
inLegrated r*¡ith exÍsting crises services. 0Jho shoul-d provide
Lhege services? Jurj-sdictlon for Lhe provision of services
appears Lo be or¡e af the Írany quest ions which need to be
clarified Lhrough further research and discussion with the
ïndian people.

In cc,nc1r,¡si,:n, f feal that. -r-hi.= practicum c.:r¡ be of velue
as a basis fc¡r future reseerch. Through this study it has
heen possible Lo construct scrme propositions and
recc¡mrnencletions for furLher sLudies in the areÊ of Indian
adoptions in Manit.oba " In many r.¡ays this practicurn's
weaknesses are its strengths. The r¡ariolis gaps in informaLion
serve only to underline the need for more specj-ficr more
detailed, rnorË structured, and nore accountable means of
providing adoption honres, where necessary, for Ïndian
chi ldren .
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AFIrnce tVAR03Ë)

At'IreI (VARü37)

,lI{nnryy (VARü3S}

Af{premy { VAR(r39 }

rlHdnyy ( VARt4tJ )

AHeduc ( VARç4L )

AFIinc ( VAR042 )

,åMmed (VARO43)

AÌ{ctccu ( VARC¡44 }

Blnnk

Colurnn

1,-7

g

9- 1r-l

l-1_-L2

3_3- 1"4

1_5- L6

1.7 -re

1_9

?r'ì

¿L-¿¿

77-?8

?q-?rr

-Ò -D¿4

-)t

B-3



4qqEIIYE-EåIHEE,.

Day of Birth

l{enLh of Birth

Year of Birth

Flace sf Birth

Ploce cf Residence

Citizenship

Racia1 ûrigin

Year af Harriage

Year of Frevious Flarriage

Yesr cf Frçvicrus Dir¡srcs
or Death of Spouse

Education

ïncone

Ìled i ca 1

OccupaLion

åFbirt hd { VåRO45 }

AFþirthm ( VAR046 )

åFbirthy ( VARO47 )

AFhirpI { VAF(l+É )

AFres ( V,åRtr49 )

AFciLizen(VAROSO)

AFrnce ( VAR051- )

AFmnryy (VAR(r52)

AFprenyy { VARO53 }

AFdnyy t VARü54 )

åFeduc (VARü55)

AFinc ( VARtlSË )

åFrned ( VAROS7 )

AFoccu ( VAROs8 )

aø _ara

40-41

42-43

++-+¡

4Ë-47

48

49

50-5L

Èr- e-
J(f-J-l

5S-59

60-61_

62-63

Þ-ÀD=



Ee=gr!e! isn_sf _Vqq i gh!e

Fi 1e ßlumher

Blank

qÞI-LP-I=-

Dny of Birth

I{anth c¡f Eirth

Year of Birth

Qev

Status

gEILD_II.

Day of Birfh

Month of Birth

Yesr sf Birth

Sex

Status

ËHILE-III=
Day of Birth

l{onth sf Birth

Year sf Birth

JTJJI

Status

CARD III.

Varieble

Fi Ienum ( VARçrü1- )

Blan}ç

üAbirthd {Vå8059}

tåbirthm {VARüËü)

tAbirthy ( VåR+Ë1 )

CÄsex ( VARfrGZ )

tÄstat tV.åFtlË3)

tBbirthd ( VARû64 )

ffBbirthm ( VARO65 )

tBbirthy (VARO66)

CBsex ( VARO67 )

CBstat ( VARO68 )

Cüb i rthd ( VåRtË9 )

CCbirthm ( VARÛTO )

CCbirLhy ( VAROTL )

CÇsex t VåRO72 )

ccst at. {: våR6173 }

CoIunn

L-7

9- Lr)

t_ r_ - 1_?

L3- t-4

tÊ
IJ

LË

17- 1A

L9-20

,>.4

24

F)- _na

?q-?fl

Q-j

B-5



gEILP_IY:

Ðay of Birth

Month of Birth

Year of Birth

Sex

StaLus

qEItÐ_y=.

Day of Birth

Ìlonth of Birth

Year of Birth

5ex

Status

çHItD-VI=

Day of Birth

l{onth of Birth

Year of Birth

5ex

Status

BIank

Nunber of Other People
Living 1n Househol-d

Relationship to Farnily

CDbirthd ( VåRO74 )

CDbirthm ( VARO7S )

CDbirLhy ( VARO76 )

CDsex ( VARO77 )

CDstat ( VARO78 )

CEbirthd (VARO79)

CEbirt hn ( VAROSO )

CEbirlhy (VARO81- )

CEsex ( VARO82 )

CEstat ( V,EROA3 )

CFbirt hd ( V,qROA4 )

CFbirLhm ( VAROBS )

CFbirthy (V,ERÛ86)

L-'lFse¡: t VARü87 )

üFstaL ( VARtBg )

BIsnk

Othpeopl (V.qRO89)

Ref a¡n ( V,qRO90 )

JJ-J+

ãq._ãe

37-3A

âo

40

4L-42

43-44

43-46

47

4A

49-50

5L -52

53-54

JÐ

E?

58

59

B-6



CARD IV.

Desgr i p!f 0B-eg_Ygq :. gÞ1 E

File Numher

Elqnk

Adoption HtrmesLudy trn File

Day crf Hcrmestudy

I{onth çf Homestudy

Year of Homestudi.

Blonk

ådept ive_Fg!ÞCr

Type of Puarenting

Nu¡nher of SitrIings

Nunber of BroLhers

Numher of Sisters

Positive Relationship
wÍth FamiIy of Origin

Lsck of Family tlontact

Instability and Tension
t¡JiLhin Fani 1y

YgqigÞ1e

Fi lenu¡n ( VåROçl- )

Blank

Honefite(VåRfl91-)

Homed ( VARtlSU )

Hcime¡n { VARO93 }

Homey {VARF94}

Blank

åtrtypar { VARO95 }

AF.=ubnum ( VARû96 )

AFbronum ( VARü97 )

AFsisnum ( VARO98 )

AFfampos ( VAR0?? )

AFf s l nck ( VAR 3.0ü )

åFf eLens ( VARl-OL )

Celumn

L-7

I

I

L0- L 1_

-L.j._ J.:}

14- L5

l_Þ

L7

ia- l_9

?r-l

2L

.¿- ¿-

¿+

B-7



Negetive FamiIy Environment

Cheinical Addiction j_n FaniIy

History c,f Child HeLfare

Blank

ÔEAEÏgVE-ggTEEE=.

Type of Perenting

Number of 5ih¡iings

Nunber of BroLhers

Number of Sist,ers

Pcsitive RelaLisn-.rhip
klith Fanily of Origin

Lack af CcrntacL with Family

Instabilit,y and Tension
Within Farnily

Ittregative Fanii J-y Environment

Chenical AddicLion in Family

History of Child Welfare

AFfanenv (VARLô2)

rtFf aadic ( V.ERI-03 )

AFf a.cr¿ { VAR i. t4 }

Blank

åHtyper ( VåRLü5 )

Al{sibnum (VåR1-tG)

,tlîbronum ( VARLOT )

ÂFIsisnum (VARLC)8)

åFIf erirpos ( VåR l- Og )

,åif f aL.nck ( VARL I-ü )

Aï'If etens ( VARI- 3- 1- )

AFlf anenv ( l1ARL L? )

AMfaadic (VARL13)

AMf acw ( VAR 1- 3.4 )

¿.J

LÐ

27

¿-Õ

30-33.

.).¿-

.-E

.:¡J

JÐ

ãê

39

B-A



C.qRD V.

DegcE!p!¡gn-gg-Ver i aþ le

Fi le Slurnber

BIernk

ADJUSTI{ENT OF ADOPTTVE FARENTS "

Reassnable Expecations
of Chil-d

Frevic]u.= Fc¡sit ívø Farant'ing

SensiLive to frhild's Need-=

Eager and Prepured for
ParentÍng

BLank

Compatibility Regarding
fnteregts and Values

SatisfacLory Prolrf em-solving

Emotionel CompatibiIitY

B Iank

EEBEqNÊLIIT_gq-ôEgPIIYE-EåÏEEB.

ExtroverLed

Introverted

InteI I igent

Yes!sÞ1e

Fi lenum { VåFütlL )

BIank

APexper ( VÅRL L5 )

AFppar { VARL LË )

AP,sensit (VÀRL1-7)

ÅPeager ( V,ERI- l"g )

Elank

APcomp ( VARL I-9 )

APsa-u (V'SRL20)

APemcsm (VARL21- )

BLank

åPe>:-r-.ro ( VAR 122 )

APinLro (VARL?3)

åPinteI (VARI-24)

tslumg

L-7

SÊBII4t-BELSTIqSgEIE-qE-å!qEIIYE-EÔtsEEIÐ'.

9

l_3

L4

L'f,

1- t_

L?

1_5

l_6

L7

L8

t_9

20

E-9



Self-confident

Personable

Sensitive to Others

StrucLured

Unstable and Immature

Abusive

Lov¿ InLelligence

SeLf-centered

Dependent and fnsecure

Bi.ank

E EB EA Nå_LITT - 
g E-S E E P II VE - U8 T H E R .

Extroverted

fntroverted

fntel I igent

SeIf-confident

Personqble

Sensitive ts Others

Structured

Unstable and In¡nature

Abusive

APconf ( VARl-25 )

APperson ( V¡ERl-25 )

APsens ( VAR L 27 )

APslrucL ( V,{R L 28 )

APunstah ( VARL29)

åPabuse ( VAR L 30 )

APtintel (VARl-31- )

APcentre ( VAR L 32 )

APdep ( VARI-33 )

Blank

AHext ro ( VARl-34 )

ÅIf intro (V'1R1-35)

Al{int el ( VARL36 )

.åHconf ( VrtR L 37 )

Al'lperson ( V.{Rl-38 )

,1ïlsensi-L (V,{RL39)

Al'lstruct ( VÁRl-40 )

Åf{unstnb(VARL4L)

Al{abuse ( VARI-42)

2I

22

¿-J

24

õE
¿-J

26

27

2A

?9

30

.f-L

-ÊJJ

Õ13

10

B - Lr-)



Low-intellj-gence

Self-centered

Dependent and Insecure

BIank

EqTIg4ÏIgry-Iq-ÅE8ET.

Hedieal/HeaIth Rensons

UnabIe ts Conceive

Âdding t.o Existing F':ni1y

Chose Adoption vs.
Biological Parenting

Adopted Their Fo.sLer thild

Altruism

Single Psrent Desired trhild

Al{Iintel (VARI-43}

AFIcentre { i/åRL44 i

Al{dep {VAR145)

Blank

åPned':dc¡ ( VåR l- "1Ë )

åPuncen t VAR147)

,åPndd iVARI-4S )

åFchese ( VARL49 )

,{Pf oster { V.lR'1SrJ }

APaltru (VAR3.5l- )

APsing1etVåRL5=l

4t

4L

+¿

¿1+

+ìf

+tr

+/

,4ù

49

qf-r

B*1-L



Dessg!ptr9!_9f _YgrteÞ!e

File Nunber

BIank

ÞrqLqqrqåt_uQ1gEB,.

Day of Birth

Month of Birth

Yesr of Birth

Place of Birth

Place of Residence

Citizenship

Raciel Origin

Rel igictn

Horital St':tu.s

Education

tccupaLion

Hedical

BIank

VariabLe

Fi lenurn ( VAROOL )

Blank

BÎ{birthd (VARL53)

BI{birt hm ( VARl-54 }

BI{birt hy { V,åRL55 }

BI'ihirpl (VARL56)

Bl,lp1res ( V,{Rl-57 )

Bt¡lcit izen ( VARI-58 )

BFf race ( VARL5? )

BFITSI (VARI-ËÇr)

BHma.stut ( VARLË1 i

Bfledr¡c (VARI-Ë2)

ËI{occr-r ( VAR3.63 )

BHmecl ( VARLË4 )

Blank

q4tsÐ_yr.

CoIumn

L-7

G

9 - Lr,1

l-r-11

1_3- L4

L5- 16

r.7-LB

3_9

2t--\

¿_L- ¿-¿

,¿.:

--4 -E¿-*-c-J

2á-?7

d-{a-¿- ?

.5LJ

B- L2



ÞI9-LqqIç41-EgIEEB=.

fray of Eirth

l'Tcnth t¡f Birth

Year sf BirLh

PIace of Birth

Place clf ResidÊncg

Citizenship

Raciol Origin

Religion

Haritsl Status

Educatic¡n

üccupation

Hedicnl

EFhírt hd ( VARLË5 1

BFbirthm t VARL66 )

BFbirthy tVåR1Ë7)

BFhirpI (V,1R1-Ë8)

BFplre.= ( VåRl-Ë9 )

BFcitizen(VAR1-7O)

ËFrnce {VåRL7l- )

BFrel- (VARI-7ã)

BF¡nasùnt t V.ERL73]

EFedu¡c {VARI-74)

BFeccu ( VAR L 75 )

BFmeri { VARL7Ë }

J-t - sr+

-Ê 4î
-aJ-.lqf

-:17 _ {1 Õ

3?-4ü

41-

43-44

4Ë-47

4Ê-49

EA E.I

B- 1_3



Ç4BQ-YII=-

pesçr!ption_e5_Ysq¿ãbIe

FiIe Nunber

Blank

FAI{ILY HISTOFY üF BIOLOGICAL I{OTHER.

Number of Children Bsrn
to Biological l'lother

Î{urnber of Children
StiLI AIive

Nunber of Children
Placed in Care

Type of Psrenting
Received

Varíahle

Fi lenum ( VARCTOi )

Blank

BFÏnuncb (VARI-77)

Bl{ca 1 i ve t V'åE l- 78 }

BFlccare { VARI-79 }

BHtypnr (V¡lFLBü)

Colunn

1- -7

9-t_0

1_l_-L2

13- t_4

4E
IJ

Nunber of Siblings Bf{sibnum(VåRL8l) 16-t7

Number ef BrçLhers Bllbronunr(VARL8z) Lg

3[unbsr q¡f *Sistars Bflsisni:n {V'åR].S3) l-9

Bienk Blank ztl

Ê- L4



PERSONALITY OF BIOLOGICAL }ÍOTHER.

Extroverted

fntrovertad

Intel l igent,

5e1f-confidenL

Fersonat,Ie

Sensitive to Others

Structured

Unstable and fmmeture

Abusive

Low- intel I igence

SeIf-centered

DependenL and Insecure

Biank

Pnsitive Relationship
klith Fanily of Origin

Lack of tsntact r+iLh FamilY

Instebility snd Tension
Hithin Fanily

Negative Fanily Enviror¡¡nent

Chenical AddicLion in FaniIy

History of Child Çüelfare

Blank

BFÏe¡:t.rqr ( VARI-S4 )

BHintro (VåRL85)

BÌ{intel {VARl-86}

Bl{conf { V,ERLBT }

BFlpersan { VåR l- Sg )

BFIsensít ( V'ERLg? )

BFIstruct {VARL9Cr)

BflunsLab (VARL91)

EHabuse ( VARL92 )

BflIintel {VARl-?3)

BHcent.re t VåRl-94 )

Bl'ldep ( V,{R L 95 )

EIanh

Bl{f ampos ( VåR L 9É' )

BHf nlack {VARI-97)

BPIf atens { VARl-9S )

BFIf anenv ( VÀRi93 )

BHfeadic (VAR2OO)

BHc¡* (VARZOL )

BIanlt

23"

¿-J

Z6

3ü

.> ¿-

.f.ü

å*

3Ê

â'f

JO

39

40

Þ- J.J



EIgLqqIqEL_$ATgEB:E-EqÏTVÊIIqN-Tq-ELôgE-EgE-åqqEII8S.

Farnily þledical Hietory

Declaration sf PaLerniLy

BIank

Leck of Resources and
Support

Leck of Parenting Deçire

Lack of Farenting Skills

Heelth of Parent./ChiId

Neglect/Abuse

Ålcohol is¡n

BMfamed ( VAR2O2 )

El{pat.ern ( VåRZt-J3 }

EIank

BFlLresur { VARZO4 )

Bfllparde { \¡åR?05 }

El{Ipardk ( VAR206 )

Bllhpc { V,ERZO7 )

EFIneg ( VÅR2O8 )

BÎ{alcoh ( V,ERzOg )

41"-4"

44

-{ETJ

46

47

+u

49

50

B- 16



Ç48Ð-YIII.

Descr i p!f9!_99_yar i Êþ I Ê

Fi 1e Nurnher

Blank

EIqtAEI!ôL_EåIEEE.

TyFe of Fnrenting Received

Nunber of 5iþlings

l{unber sf Brothers

Numkrer of 5i-sters

Blank

EEEEqSÅtITÏ-qE-EIgtgEIgÔL-EôTEEE=.

Extroverted

ïnlroverled

ïntelligent

SeIf -tlgnf ident

Personable

Sensitive to Others

Structt¡red

Unslable and ï¡nmaLure

Abusive

VaqiqÞte

F i J enun ( VARüCI l" )

Blank

EFtyper (V,{Rz1-tl)

EFsibnum ( iJARZl- 1- )

BFbronun ( VARZi? ]

EFsisnum tVÅR?l-3)

Blank

FFe¡¿Lro (VARZL4l

BFintro (VåRzl-5)

BFintel (VÀRZl-Ë)

EFconf ( VåEZl-7 )

BFperson (VARZ1-8)

BFsensiL {VAR:L9)

BFst ruct ( VARZ?(¡ )

BFunstob (VARZ"1- )

BFabuse ( VAR222 )

ÇqIunn

L-7

9

t ü-Lt

L?

't.f

1_4

4E

L6

t7

-L iÞ

L9

2ft

2l_

?2

¿-J

B-1.7



Lov,¡- intel l igence

5e1f-Centered

Dependent and Insecure

BIank

Pasitive EelntÍonhip
ç'Jith Fanily of Origin

Lack ef tlonLnct.
Hlith Fanily

Instability and Tension
Hithin FamiIy

Negative Femily Envírqrn¡nenL

Chemicel Addiction in Fanily

i{istory sf Child Helfare

Blank

Fanily Hedical HisLory

Involvement in Surrender

Blank

Unah1e to Pravide Care

Unç¡i11ing to Provide L.are

Opposed to Adoption

Supportive of Adoption

BFlintel (VAR223)

BFcentre ( VAR224 )

BFdep t VAR225 )

Blonk

BFf ampcrs (VARZZË)

BFf alaclt iVAR227)

BFfatens ( VAR228 )

BFfenenv ( VåR229 )

BFfaadic ( VAR230 ]

BFcer (VÀR?S1- )

BIank

BFf an¡ned { V.åR232 )

BFsurend (VAR233)

Blank

BFunahle t VÅRi34 )

BFunwill (VåR?35)

BFoppo ( VAR236 )

BFsupp ( VAR237 )

24

2q

ac_

27

.?a

?r'r

.f, ¿.

34

35-36

a-

.=tl

BIOLOGICAL FðTHER'5 I,IüTIVATTTN TO PLÀffE.

40

4L

42

E_].8



[tescg!p!!sg_of -YsE¡ ÊÞ I e

File Numher

Blenk

4EqEIIYE-gEILD.

Extrenely PerssnebLe

Pcsit ive High-Energy Level

Sensitive t.a üt.hers

Wel I -mqnnered

ïnqu isiLive

CommunicaLes $JelI

Same PersonaliLy Problens

Blenk

Positive Adaptation
to Others

Good ParticipaLisn
in Act ivities

5e1f-csnfidenL

Needy

Hary/CauLious

Blank

Vsri.:b1e

FiLenu¡n {VARüCI1- }

Blnnk

tlFer-son ( VåR?3S l

Cenergy {VåR235)

tsensit (VÂRã4ü)

tmnnner (VåRã43 )

Cinquire ( VAR242 )

Cconmu (VAR243)

Cproblen t VAR244 )

BIank

Cposadp ( VAR245 )

GactparL ( V,åR246 )

Cconf id ( V,{R247 )

Cneedy (VAR248)

Cwary ( V,qR249 )

BIank

Ç4tsQ-IX'.

to.lumn

r-7

I

1 r'ì

l_ 1_

{r}

L5

L4

L5

t_6

L7

L8

1_9

2A

?L

22

B-L9



PostplacemenL Fledical Cpostrned(VåR2s3) 27-24

Duratisn of Postplacement Cdurpast ( VAR254 ) 7.9

Medical Problems

SchooI Perfornance

Preplacernent FIedical

Duretion of Preplacement
Medical Probferns

Child's '{dSustnent Lo
Adoptive FaniIy

ådoptive FaniIy's
Ad¡ustment Lo Child

BIank

Blank

Day of Perrnanent Order

l{onth of Perrnanent Order

Year of Permanent Order

Cschool (VÅR25O)

Cprerned ( VAR251- )

Cdurpre (VAR252)

Cad3farn(VAR255)

Cfanad¡ (VAR256)

Blank

Blank

Cpernd ( VAR258 )

Cpermn ( VAR259 )

Cperny ( VAR260 )

-)ã

24-23

30

3L

.) ¿-

ôÉ

36-37
zfo_â(f,

40-4L

ådoptive Father's Religion AFreL(VARã57)

B-2t


