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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND.

The first half of the nineteenth century was a period of
great reconstruction. "England had emerged from a great war the
most powerful nsation in the world after fighting for a quarter of
& century almost’without pause. Again and again she had been
deserted by her allies, again and again they had been encouraged;
partly by her liberal subsidies, partly by her dogged resolution,
partly by herx unbroken.Supremacy at sea, to recombine to resist
the domination of the new Charlemagne. Her steadfastness, cour;
age and endurance at last reapé&ﬁthe apprépriate reward. Impétent‘
to assail English power at sies, foiled in his attempt to rﬁin her
commerce, baffled by the natlonal spirit which he had himself
aroused in Germany and Spaln, overwhelmed under Russian snows and
finally conquered by theggenius pf‘Wellington, N?ggleon wes at

last driven into exile and Europe was at peace.”.

Marriott says further "If England reached in 1815 the zenith-

of political and military prestige, she touc?e? the nadir of in-
2

dustrial dislocation and social disgontent.” - The inevitable

vut that recoil of
(3)

1815, “was unprecedently ‘severe and unusually prolonged,” - due

recoil and depression followed after the war,

to many gauses. Here it is sufficient to note that the period

(1) Marriott - YEnglsnd Since Wategloo“ - pagezl
g . n " ) .
ES ) . . a "o n 3



of the great war was coincident with that of the Industrisasl
Revolution. He continues, "Thanks to a series of remarkable
mechanical inventious, Englénd which had for centuries been &
granary and & sheepfold was suddenly transformed into the work-
shop of the world. Parallel to the manufacturing revolution
and pradtically coincident with it, there had taken place in
—agricultural methods»changes which revolutionized the rural

(1)
economy of Englend."

During the reign of George III no less than three thousand
two hﬁndred Enelosuré Acts were passed)and more thaen six million
acres were enclosed. ‘fhere was also great development in the
means of eomﬁunication; “while *Purnip"” Townshend and Coke of
Holkham, Ellman of Glyn&é, Bake%éll ané Arthur Young multiplied
8 hundredfold therﬁrcduction of the soil; while Kay and Har -
greave, Arkwright and CQmpton, Cartwright and Watt, revolution-
ized the textile industry; Brinaley and the Duke of Bridgewater,
Telford and Macadam, gave to lebour & new mobility and facilitat-
ed enormously the exchange of commodities.“(Z) Down to the &ac-
gession of George III, England, in regard t5 meaﬁs of transport,
was the most backwara country in Western Europe. The first

- | (3)
Gansl Act was not passed until 17556 and roads were very bad." .

(1) Marriott - "England Since Waterloo." - page 3
(2 " ‘ . n 1" u ) u 4
(51 oo n W | LI



It is said that the nineteenth century witnessed a fourfola

revolution (1} Politiocal.(2) Social.(B) Economic.(4)Intelleatual.
(1) RPolitigal.

~In the way of reform all had promised well till the French
Revolﬁtion, which cut down across all attempts at reform. vThus
we find that the period of 1815 -1830 is one of extremely hard
times,plus dead aonservatism, which resulted'in violent politcf
&l radicalism. The cry for Free Trade and Pérliamentary Reform
is heard. fhe ministry takes the line of'preventing publie
meetings andveensuring the FPress, resulting in the "March of the
- Blanketiers","Peter Loo" and the passing of the SixﬂAets forbia-
d;hg any meésﬁies to—in%imidate the Govermment. Revolution
within England herself seemed imminent until 1850, when the £omees
of reform begsn to be felt so that we find 1815 - 1830 marking
the close of the rule of the aristocratic oligarchy, which had
governed England for a eéntury and & half, The Reform Act of
1832 gives supreme powei to 8 new olass - the commercial. This
change was nét felt at first but grqdually it began to asseit it-
self. / |

From 1832 - l&é? we see many results of the reformed Parlia-
men't;..~ Abolition of Corn laws (thanks to Sir Robert Peel)Aeame
into effect in 1849,,énd the Whéle system of protective tériffs
disappeared. We have the beginning of Chartism, & movement"made
up of old Radiéals in Parliament and outside and some of thé
trade union leaders in a lately formed workingmen's association,

i.e. skilled srtissns of London. They met in 1837 and drew up



a petition to Parliament in‘the form of & bill, which they called
-the People's Charter- :

& Charter, in allusion to the Great Charter. Krom their advocecy
of this project they became known as Ghartists; It was a well
Writteh document 6alling attention to the greatnesé and general
wealth of Englsnd, but pointing out that this was accompanied by
widespread poverty, depression, and misfortune of the most active
class.” They met with little success. In 1848, & time of com-
m@rciai dépression, the Chartists came to life again only to die
once more; 1857 saw the passing of the Second Reform Bill, which

gave votes to more than a million men who hed not had them before.

"1+ may be fairly said that after the passage of the Reform Bill

7 1867 the mass of the people of England for the first time in

| | (1)
history were directly represented in its Government.”.

2) Boeial.
. T 7ihe same change as was seen in the politilcal sphere may

be noteé in the social realms. "We find the ascendancy has
passed from the owners of land to the owners of Capital as it

is now in turn passing from the owners of Capital to the owners
' 3

of business brains.”.

these changes are reflected in the history of legislation.
"The oﬁners of Capital asked nothing from the State but non -
interference - a fair field end freedom from restraint. The

introduction of machinery; the supersession of the handworker-

(1) Cheyney - "An Introduetion to the Tndustrial and Social

. _History of England.” Page 254.
(2) Marriott - - "England Since Waterloo." Page 6.



the development of the factory system; the concentration of popu-
lation in unregulated towns; in a word the industrial revolution

"raised problems that were both new and puzzling. To solve them

the interference of the State was invoked and the result is seen

(1)
in & long series of parlismentary statules Acts."” . TFactory

legislation received early attention. Childreﬁ of six years,

it is said, were forced to work thirteen and fourteen hours a day,

eand sold into slavery by greedy parents. By 1833 no child under

thirteen years might be employed for more than eight hours a day
nor those betwéen thirteen and eighteen years more than twelve
hours. ZTLord Ashley continued his agitation till 1847, when =
Pactory Bill prohib;ted the émployment of women and of children
ﬁnder eighteen years in factories more thazfgours a day.

Next the Reformed Parliament turned from the case of the
Factories to that of the poor. The evilihere was one of over
indulgence resulting in reckless Poverty. In 1834, there were
over six thousand paupers in Sussex alone. ‘The Poor Law Amend-
ment of 1834 was smeeping in character. It élloWed aid only
to the really destitute, and.obliged these‘to g0 intq workhouses.
Outdoor relief was abolished.  The change was drastic and sudden,
causing distress to many whom thé 0ld system had rendered help-

less. In the end, 2id in money was sllowed to the aged and
inffrm people. Severe %h@@@lthe terms of the sct were it check-
ed a great evil end encouraged a new self-reliance in English

villages.

(1) Marriott -n"England Since Waterloo.™ Page 6.



The enclosure movement and downfall of the domestic system
resulted in large congregations in the manufacturing centres.
The problems of living conditions of the poor and the education
of their children became most pressing. Up to 1833 education
was the concern of the Church. The British and Foreigh School
Soéiety 1807 and The National Sociaty 1809 attempted to cope
with the increasiﬁgly difficult educational problem. In 1839
a8 Committee of the Privy Council was appointed to supervise the

work of these societies.

(3) Economia.
. " The industrisl revolution brought about new economie prob-

lems. It is said that the Revolution had solved problems of
disﬁribuﬁion, but it must be held responsible for accentuating,
if not creating the problem of distribution. The domestic sys-
tem must have, of necessity, held the problem 6f distribution
in abeyance. "For when the landowner was pérted from the capit-
alist, the manﬁfaeturer from the farmer, and both from the hand-
worker, disputes naturally ardse as to the shere of the total
product which each could equitably claim. In such a contest
the individual workman had little chance against the capitalist
employer. Hence the necessity for the organ%iation of labour

and the initiation of collective bargaining.” .~ Until 1824,

and in & modified degree until 1871, the law waes steadily opposed

to ' combination,’ but economic pressure graduaelly wore down the

resistanoe of 1eé

(1) Marriott - "England Since Waterloo. " . page 6.

E

islative restraint and trade unions were legalized.



- But trade unions were not able to solve the problem of distribu-
iion and industrisl peace,nor wag go-operation nor socialism.
"The nineteenth century will stand out not merely as the age of
ihdustry, but as the age of Science, for science had not only
permeated thought, it had influenced legislation and had revolu~
tionized the arts of production. The whole mental outlook of-

‘the world had been profoundly mo&ified by scientific heneraliza-
{tions. 7he results of laboratory research are applied in the

. workshop and the steed of science is harnessed to the car of

(1)
Industry.” -

(4) Intelleetual (as expressed in Religion. )
. "WThe ecclesiastical movement seems to have followed three

distinet but ultimately convergent directions.” ‘2? It is ex-
pressed first, in the successful agitation for the abolition of
religious"tests.” These tests had been the work of Elizabethan
and Garoline sta%esmén, i.e. a state church. One of the most
characteristic features of the legislation of the eentury has
been the removal of the limitations thus imposed. Note the
repeal of the "Test and Corporation Acts" 1828; the ™Catholic
Relief Act" 1829; the sdmission of Jews to Parlisment 1858; the
Education Act of~1870 with its eonséienee clause, and the Aact

for the Abolition of University Tests 1871.

There was a remarkable activity within the borders of the
Church itself. In the earlier part of the century'there'was 8
(1) Marriott - "England Since Waterloo." Dage g,

(2) . ¥ R 11 : 7 it - it . 3



great Evangelical revival deriving its chief inspiration from
Cambridge; the middle period is marked with the Tractarian
movement in Oxford and later the libersal view with which we
connect such men as ¥.D. Maurice, Arnold of Rugby and Dean

Stanley.

Thus we can see that the first half of the nineteenth |
centuiy is a most interesting period from an economical, politi -
cal, social and intellectual standpoint. The natursl tendency
aftervsuch an upheavai as the French Revolution caused, was to
question with suspicion any movement thet savoreé?%he least of
the new liberty. Yet we find in no period of history up to
. tat time had such sweeping changes been made in all the realms

of a2 nation*s humenity.



II

UE LIFE OF ELIZABETH CLEGHORN GASKELL.

Elizabetb Cleghorn Stevenson was born on Michaelmas Day,
September 29, 1810, in s house in Lindsay Row, now a parf of
Cheyne Walk, No. 93, on the banks of the Thames,opposite
Battersea Bridge. (1) She was the seaond child of William
Stevenson.hy his firéf mérriage. At the time of her birth,
her father was Keeper of the Records at Treésury Office, and
1ater7a-Unitarién minister and scientifié farmer. He adéuired
‘considerable literary reputation,haging contributed articles
and papeis t0 the Edinburgh Review and other publications of
& high class, espeéially on agricultural subjects. Her mother,
Elizabeth Holland, was & daugiter of Ssmuel Holland, a farmer
and land agent of Sandbridge, Cheshire. "There is 2 tradition -
that the Stevensons came originally from Nérway and there are

0ld family papers in which the name is spelled Stevensen." (2)

(1) Mrs. E, Chadwick - "Haunts,Homes and Stories,"™ page 198.

. . "Mrs. @askell was born September 29, 1810, at.a home in old
Lindsay Row: which from the chelsea rate books and the title
deeds of the house, I proved in September 1909 to be the
present No.93 Cheyne Walk - 1 Bellevue, No. 12 Lindsay Row-
for I have handled the actual faded bits of paper on which
the birth certificate was written in 1810 which was deposit-
ed in Dr. William's Library - %o ve afterwards transferred
to Somerset House." .

(2) Anne Thackeray Rit;hie - Her Introduction to a volume of
.. . Cranford. : :



There is much controversy as %o the date of Mrs. Gaskell's
motherts death. Mrs. Chadwick gives it as the end of October“
1811, and guotes a letter from Mrs. Gaskell to Mary Howitt,May
18538, "I was early motherless and taken when only & year old to

By dear adopted native town Knutsford." (1)

Thus it would appear that Elizabeth must have been about
a year(ol& when her mother died, and by the time the father
eould make arrangements t0 have her taken to his wife's sister,

Mrs. Lumb, she would probably be about thirteen monthé 0ld.(2)

Elizabeth's aunt, Mrs. Lumb, became a second mother to her,
"gnd the modest house on the heath, with its old fashioned gar-
&en, & second home. Here, in the midst of a small society of
relations énd friends,'she,sPegt her childhood, taking part in
Sunday worship at the old ivy grdwn Unitarian Chapel on the hill-
side‘whieh.was to be her last resting place; paying many a visit
40 her uncle and his &aughter at Church Hoﬁse and to her grand-

" father &t Ssndbridge, which was about three miles from Knutsford®.
(5)

(1) Mrs, B. Chedwick - "The liother of the "Author of Cranford,’
The Bookman, January 1912. Vol. 4l. :
"pegording to Chelsea rate books for the June quarter of
1811, William Stevenson removed with his family to 3 Beau-
fort Row, and there his wife died October 1811l."

(2) AW, Wafd - See an account of the probable journey in
o Mary Barton - pages 118 =~ 124.

(%) AW, Ward - Introduction to Vol.l page 19.

. "Sandbrifge is said to masquerade under the name of "Hope
Farm" in‘Cousin Phillis* and "Woodley“, the home of Hr.
Holbrook- in "Cranford.". .

0



In "My French Master,” she tells something of the even flow
of hef eérlymlife with her“aunt in the home, ﬁhich was really a
small farm, for her aunt kept pigs and poultry, ducks and geese
" and "set up her cow," a mark of respectability in Cranford.
Agaiﬁ from "My Frencﬁ.Master“ we learn of her education. " My
mother unde;took the gieater“part qf our education. We hélped
her in household cares during a part of the morning; then there
came an old-fashioned routine of lessons, #History of gngland:
"Rollin's “Ancient History,ILindley Murray®s Grammar, plenty of

sewing”and stitehing.“ (1)

It is interesting to know that her aunt, Mrs. Lumb, was
noted}for her “elegant economies,“ and iike Miss Ma%ty Jenkyns,
"was chary of éandles.“ When aloﬁe on winter evenings éhe
would sit knitting by the firelight, but immediately she heard
her niece's footstep coming along the path, she would take up
her paper;spill and light 2 candle, "to make it more cheerful
like.” Ii;however,company a:rived,é second candle was lighted,
for b& eaiefully relighting each candle in turqyshe had been able

to keep both about the same height. (2)

Elizabeth spent the:first fifteen years of her life at

Knutsford broken only by Journeys to London to visit her father.

(1) "My Prench Master" - Vol. 1I, page 507%.

-~

iz} ;Graﬁford“ s Vol.1Il. page SG{

-~
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At the'age of fifteen years she was gsent to a school kept at
Stratfcrd—oﬁrﬁvoﬁ by Miss Byerleys, dsughters of Josiah Wedge -
wood! 8 principal assistant'and friend. At this school she is
seid to have learnt "some Iatin“ as well as ¥rench, a language
end literature for wﬁich sﬁe al&ays had a syécial affection -
and Italisn. In "My Lady Zudlow," she gives an account of her
schoél days,“Hanbﬁry éour@f beingmthe school. MNMrs. Chadﬁick
suggests'tha% Lady, Ludlow is a mixture of the‘eecentric Lady
Jane Stanley of’3hut$ford and Miss Byerley, the prtncipalnof
fhe school.” | |

The journey from Knutsford to Stratford-on-Avon must have
been an eventful one, for beyond a few visits to her father,
Elizabeth had not been far from Knutsford before she was fif-
teen years of age. Mrs. Chadwick says she evidently travelled

- alone stopping with friends for the night af Birmingham. "1 was
to be put in chsrge of the guard of the coach &s far as Biiming—
ham where & friend of my fathéi was to meet me, and take'me to
gleep at his house."(1l) Agein there is an account of her Journey
and the night amongﬂétiangers related)in one of her ghost stories
where she télls of her tr;p to school at pun?%%rch by stage coach
and of her staying the night with a Quaker:gpiiple.The latter part

(1) Mrs. Chedwick - “Haunts, Homes and Stories,” page 9%.

(2) ™"Ghost Stories” - Page 7l - Vol. VII
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of her journey may be read in"Tady Ludlow! pages 13-14 .
Mrs. Chadwick sayglghat she gives a detailed description of
Hanbury Court,which is evidently based on the old house of St.
Eary‘s on the bank of Avon - her home for two years (2), This
was é most interesting house, the}home of Shakespearé 6n¢e._
Mrs. Gaskell knew this. {3) She also mentions in her story
names aﬁd places in the Shakespeare éountryt Hathaway Common,
Bafford Gorﬁer, Henley, which must have beeﬁ familiar to her

When she was a girl.

(1) Mrs. Chadwick - Haunts, Homes and Stories, page 96.

(2) Lady iudlow, page 15 - "Hanbury Court is a vast red brick
. house. ~----in the twilight glowing with the bloom of flowers."

(3) Mrs. E. Chadwick, "Haunts, Homes and Stories,” page 97.

. This o0ld house of Avonbank was once the home of Shakespeare
for a short time about 1602, and previous to thé was known as
"House of St. Mary." As far back as the beginning of the

fifteenth century this house had been used as & school, and
previous to that, it had been the residence of some of the
monks of Worokester, as the menor belonged to the Benedictine
monastery of that place. In the "Guild Agocount" at Stratford-
on -Avon, this ancient building is referred to as, "The house
of St. Eary's in Le Oldtown, A.D. 1412-1413. &he master of
the Guild wes allowed four shillings annual rent to the School-
master as long as he kept a school in the House of St. Mary.

in the year 1602 the residence was owned by Thomas Greene,
Shakespeare! s cousin, who was Town Clerk of Stratford-on-Avon.



¥ N

Her first evening ét school, when as & shy country girl she
had to face the nembers of this large household, is described very
ninutely in Lady Ludlow (1) As = schoolgir;’it is said, that she”
used to amusé thewother gifls by telling them ghdst stories. "It
is interesting that her imagination was much attracted by whaf'-
ever partook of the supernatural,aeross.the boundaries of which
she ventured in more than one of her minor writings, i e. “The

~ Poor 01are," “The 014 Nurse's Story“ (2)

A Some time during her school year she must have paid avvisit
40 Clopton Housé about a mile away. ILater é§’1858 when William
Howitt announced his "Visits to Remarkable Places" etc - as
fortheoming,she offeréd him an account. She 1eftmthe échool in
the summer of 1827 and her feeling at the break seem to be ex-
pressed in Ladthudlow, page 210, "And as when one period of
life is abott to be shut up forevei, we are sure to look back up-
on it with fond regret -------- remember." She hated to be up-

rooted.

The years 1827 -~ 1829 were sad years for Elizabeth. She
nursed.her father through his illness till death. She says,
"My hopes, my fears were centred in one frail human body, my
aearly beloved, my most loving father.” (3) He left his second

(1)“Lady Ludlow” - Chapter XIII, page 17.

(2) Prof. Minto - Fortnightly Review, Vol. XXIV, July to Becember

1878.
7he Christian Seience iionitor, October 20/27 in ani artlcle,

"oranfordt s Author" says that her recollections of Jarwick-
shire were woven into "Lois the Witch.”

(3) "My French Master." - Page 520,




wife and two children, Catherine and William. Unfortunately
the stepmother and Elizabeth were almost strangers to each

other previous to the father®’s illness,and she must have had

)
2 trying time during the two»y‘ears?she lived at Chelsea. Y1)
After her father's death she is said to have stayed with ﬁei
Uncle, Mr. Swintén Holland in Park lane, London. The next two
winters she spent ih Eewcastle¥on-Tyne nof far from "the haunts
of her ancestor, north of the Humbér in the family o% the Rev.
William Turner, a learned and public gpirited Unitarian Minjis-
ter."(2) |

In "Ruth" she probably describes her first night there.
"Meny tiﬁes aid she rise and go to the long casement window and
iook abroad over the still and quiet town - over the grey stone
walls, chimneys and old high pointed roofs - on to the £ar away
hilly line of the horizon, lying cealm under the bright moon-
shine."(8)

{1) Mrs. E. Chadwick -(Bookman January 1912 (197-199) "The
. Mother of the Author of Cranford) suggests that it.is

probably the reason she did not visit more frequently in
later life the haunts of her birthplace, for in one of her
letters written to Mary Howitt in 1838 she says - "Long
8go I lived in Chelsea occasionally with my father-and step-
mother, and very, very unheppy I used to be; and if it had
not been for the beautiful grand river, whioh was an itnex-
plicable comfort to me, and & family of the name of XKennet,
I think my child heart would have broken."”

(2) A W. Ward -"Introducstion to Mary Barton“page 20.

15

"He is said to have been = very remarkable men, from whom some

features in the sympathetic character of Thuxsten Benson in
"Ruth" are supposed to be derived.”

-

(8) ?Ruxh“ rage 139.
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And agein perhaps her first day there. YAll day long she
“hsd that feeling common to those who go to stéy at a fresh
house among comparative strangers: a feeling of the necessity
that she should become accustomed to the new atmoéphere in |

which she was placed,before she could move and act quickly."(l)

The winter of 1831 she spent in Edinburgh. It is just
possible she weﬁt there because of the cholera scare in London.
She tells of her first impressions of her lodgings at Edinburgh
where évidentiy there was little pretence of comfort," & hard
slippery black horeshair sofa which was no placé to'rést; an
0old piano serving as a sideboard." (2) "Her youthful beauty
was greatly admired at Edinburgh‘éné éeveéél painters and
seuﬁlpteis asked permission to take her portraiﬁ. Fortuﬁately
it was gr%hted in the case of Nir. p. Dunbar, whose iovely bust
of her, reproduced in marble;is one Qf the chief ornamends of

the Christie Library in Victoria Baiversity, Manchester.” (3)

On August 3d, 1832, Elizabeth Cleghorn Stevenson married
the Rev. Williem Gaskell in the Parish Church at Knutsford.
In those days it is said,marriagés were only soleﬁnized th
Parish Churches., "The young couple settled in their new home.
iirs. Gaskell co—opéiated with her husband in his work, we are
"Ruth® =~ page 140.

1)
2) " Round The Sofa" - Vol. 2, pages 1 to 3.
& A. W, Ward -"Introduection to Mary Barton,” page 20.

-~

(1
(2
(

[
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%bld,'and was always ready for any useful work of charity and
helpfulness.” Mr., Gaskell was one of those ministers whose
congregationé are outside as well as insidef the chapel walls,
for I have heard his name mentioned again and sgain by d4if -

ferent people and always with affection and respect.” (1)

" Mr, Gaskell not only held the most important administra-
tive offices in his own denomination, and in qonnectign with
its Home Missionary Board and its chief college for the train-
ing of ministers, buf he also taught in the latter for seversal
years as a Professor of English History and literature. He
scted as lecturer on English litérathe in the evening classes’
department of the Owens College, Manchester; and as it so hap-V
pened, that I took over those classeé on my appointment to a
professorshlp in that vigorous young institutionm, I can testify
as to nlS popularity with the stu&ents and to the enthusiasm
which he inspired in them. He was & remarkably haendsome man
even in his later years, andithe refinement and charm of his
menner were well set off by a dignified reserve. A trained
English scholar and aceomplished writer, he also possessed a
'markea.poetical gift which he chiefly expressed in the com-
position and translation from the German of hymnsand sacred
verse....... it is no%j,however, generally known that it was the
ﬁearer aequéintanee whichi%ius gained with the homes and ways
of the poor, and the circumstance that M. Gaskeli was specially

(1) Anne thackeray Ritchie - "Introduction to Cranford."page';ef

-~ .
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attracted by poets and poetry that treated such subjects, and
frequently lectured about it to popular audiences, which sug -
gested an extremely interesting eollaboration between husband

and wife." (1)

Phey did write ong - the only one - and published it in
“Blaekwood,? January 1837. "Sketches Among the Poor." A. W.
Warreprints the whole poem of about one hundred and Fifty
lines (2) and says, "it furnishes the earliest proof of an
ineight and a sympathy which, to my mind, sre the essence of

lirs. Gaskell's genius as a writer." (3)

"For some years after her marriage Mrs. ®asgkell lived &
domesﬁic life, busy with her children, and ordertng her house-
hold and training her maids, for which she had a special gift."(4)

The desth of her only son brought forth "Mary Barton"
1847, a tale of lianchester life - the book with a"sob in it",
as a Prench oritic said. The publication of it in 1848 estab-
lished Mirs. Gaskell®'s reputation at once and its literary merits
are: reeognized without stint, even by those who took objection
to the conoclusions which they supposed it to advocate on the
burning question of the times. "Among men of letters none more
warmly welcomed the accession of é novice, who had incontestably
téken her plaee at once among the foremost writers of English

then Charles Dickens, whose popularity surpassed that,of any of

(1) A Wi Ward - “Introduction to Mary Barton“ Yol. I page 21
(g)y » " N ) w . -pages 23 - 285
( 5) tl‘ by u Iid 1 1) Vol. page 22.
(4) Anne. Thaokeray Ritchie " Introduetion to Granford" page 17.



his fellows." ¥1) On May 1 1849, Mrs., Gaskell was one of the
guests along“with Carlyle and Thackeray at dimmer to cémmemorate
the publication of the first nnmber of "David Copperfield".

That Dickens admired her work is amply shown not only by the fact
that he was snxious to secure hér aid in the first publieation

of "jousehold Words." but by the flattering terms with which he
inwited hgr co#epera%ion in 1850. "I do honestly know that there
is no living English writer whose ;id I would desire to enlist

in preference to the Authoress of “Marﬁ Barton" ( & book that

most profoundly affected me)----- ~ﬁy meffeated énd greét admiration
of your book'would meke me ﬁery earnest in all relating to you."(2)
Her contribution to "Household Words" was the first chapters of
ﬁcranford“ which ranhéerially from 1é5; ~ 18563, "North and

Souwth" ren from September 1854 to Januery 1855. "Lizzie Leigh,"

a patﬁetic tale, "The Heart of Johﬁ liddleton” (é>charadfer ‘
study) "Morton Hail“, ﬁmw French Master," and "The Moorland
Gottaée;“ appeared in EHouSehold Words® in 1856., Previous to

this Jirs, Yaskell had written “Gioptoﬁ House," for William
Howittis book, "Visits to Remarkeble Places,” 1838. "Libbie
Marsh's Three E;as,“ "ohe Sexton!s Hero," “cirisﬁmas“StormsW‘and

Sunshine" had appeared in Howitt!s Journal in 1847.

On & visit into Westmoreland in August 1850, where My, and
Mrs. Gaskell had met Wordsworth. they stopped at Sir James Kay

Shuttlewcrth?s Here took place a most momentous meeting. Mrs,

(1) A, W, Ward - "Introduction to Mary Barton" Vol 7,page 28.
(2l Tetders of Charles Diokens, Vol. 1, page 250.

-~ -
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Gaskell met Charlotte Bronté. :The two women were immediately
attached to one anothei. Mrs.'éaskell‘s sweet shy sympathy
penetrated into the proud }imid heart of Charlotte Bronte.:

Miss Bronte visited Mrs. Gaskell at Manchester in 1851, and
again“in 1856%, and as A.W. Ward sayé, "The hostess became truly
fond of, and extremely sorry'far her guéét." On her side the
visitor is seid to have been charmed by the.brightness of a

hope where daughters were growing up in whom,>especially in the
youngest, she recognized a resemblance to their hother in some-
thing more than outward appearance. In the autum of 1853
Mrs. Gaskell returned Miss Bronte's visit at anorfh; and she
wes present with her husband at the wedding of Mr. and Mrs.
Nicholls in June 1854 - to be followed by the death of the latter

nine months iater.

"The marked contrast of temperament and mental idiosynerasy
‘hetweén these two gifted women had only strengthened a friendship
‘a8 sincere, and as free from thg faintest shade of jealousy, as
any that is recorded in literary biography.--¥et I have sometimes
thought that a certain inorease of freedom in the‘handling both
of charscters and situations becomes observable in lirs. Gaskell's
"North and South,"” onwards:; snd that for the gain in strength _
%hieh.this ﬁrough% with it she was unconsdiously in some messure

: was,
indebted to the author of "8hirley," as she afterwardsa to the

authoress of "The Mill o# the Floss."” Curiously enough - and

-y
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1o incident could have more pleasantly attested the warmth of
their friendship -~ at the beginning of 1855 Miss Bronte agreed to
defer for a few weeks the publication of,“Villétte"‘in order to
avoid comparisons with Mrs. Gaskell's second important novel,
"Ruth," which made its appearance st this time.*(l)
&fter Charlotte Bronte's death her father wrote to Mrs. Gas -
kell asking if_she would,"write a br%ef accbunt of her life, and
to make some remarks on her works.ﬁ(;) Mrs. Gaskell is said to
have accepted With zest, and immedistely set to work. Clement
Shorter says, “Never}surely was & more comnscientious effort to ,
Produce a biography in Which,thoroughness and sccuracy shou%d have
-a part with good writing, and sympathetié interpretation.".fmhgu
finished work was published in the spring of 1857, in‘ﬁwa‘volumes
-under the title of "The Life of Ghérlotte Bronte." Mrs. Gaskell
}eft.the same spring for Rome. The book went intoutwo.editions,
‘exeryone seemed satisfied. A French scholar, Ampire, said iﬁ
impressed him like "A Greek @ragédy.“ The father wrote thanking
Mrs. Gaskell for her work.‘é} The storm of criticism broke,state-
ments in the book were doubted,’and a retraction in "The Timesg".

All unsold copies of the first edition of the biography were with-

drawn from circulstion.

(1) Ward (A.W.) "Introduction to Volume I." page 3l.

(2) The letter is reproduced in the Introduction by Clement Shorter
to the Life of Charlotte Bronte, page 23. v .
(%) Clement Shorter - Introduction to the Life of Charlotte Bronte,
(4) This letter may be. found in the Introduction %o Charlotte-page 27
Bronte's Life. Clement Shorter, page 28
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Lo W, Ward says, "That there seems no doubt that the strictures
rightly or wrongly passed upon passages of her "Life of Charlotté
Bronté" gave rise in lirs. Gaskell to a temporar& distaste for

" more continuous writing." (1)

ihe next fivevéf Six years are years of the ordinary eourse
of 1life. lirs. Gaskell published”Lady Ludlow” in 1859, - serially
in "Household Words, "The Doom of the Griffiths™ in Harper’s
Eagéiine, and "Half B;éthefé in Dublin Universi%y Magazine:
"Manchester Ma;iiage;" a story something after Tennyson's “Enoch
Arden“type was bublisﬂed. This story, Mrs. Chadwick sa&s,ﬁas

founded on actual facts comnected with & Manchester family (2)

it might be well to speak at this time of Mrs. Gaskell
and her-friénds. She was said to be a most beautiful young
woman. Looking at George Kichmond's portrait of her, one is
-struck b& her head - & remarkable ﬁindness in her face. &here
is & suggestion of wit, 2 gleam of humour in her eyes. She was
said to be a most charming hostess, At her home literary lions
of the day met and discussed life in general. she herselLf was -
said to possess a great conversational gift. Ihe easy flow of
“The Life of Charlotte Bronte" proves that. Of her friends
we have mentioned Bickens. it is said she never felt at ease
in Thackeray's preéenae. Hadame mohl, whom she met in Faris
in fhe autumﬁ of 1854, became a very close friend - it is to her

that "Company uanners,” seems to allude. lirs. Beecher Stowe,

(1) A. W. Ward -"Introduction to kiary Barton“, Vol.I, page 35.

iZi Mrs; EQ Ghadwiek - “"Haunts, Hbmes and Stories,” page 356.
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Dean Stanley, Janet Southay;"carlyleﬁ, Ruskin, Kingsley, @roude,
brownings, Douglas gerrold Arnold of Rugby, and many others

make up her list of frlends. (

The years 1862-3 were troublous times in Manchester.- The
Laneaéhire Cotton Pamine was at its height. IMirs. Gaskell did
much to relieve the sufferings of the starving. In the same
year "Sylviats Lovers" was published. This was the result of
some $ime. sienf in Wﬁitby, which appeais as Monkshaven in the
story. "Cousin Phillis"also began serially in Cornhill liagazine.
in 1864 ;Wives ahd’Daughters“ was begun serially in the Cornhill
magazine' this she did not finlsh Mr, Erederick Greenwood wrote
the last chapter. In Mareh 1865 she paid 8 wvisit to Madame Mohl;
when she returned in April she was too ill %o see anyone. She
had always longed for a house in the country. By June she had
purchased a place called "“The Lawn", Holybourne, neér Alton in
Hampshire, Which she inteﬁded fo piesént to her hushand as a
éurprise. On Sunday November 12, 1865 she died very suddenly.
She was buried in the little sloping graveyard of Brook Street
Chapel,at Knutsford.

Of the @askell Memorials there are many:

l. A Mbmorial fablet in Cross Street Chapel.

2. A Marble bust in the Christie bibrary of
Manchester University.

%, Mosside Collection of her Works.

4, Scholarship at lManchester University.

5. Recreation Ground.

6. Miemoriel Hall.

7, Nursing Institute.

8. The Gaskell Shrine at 84 Plymouth.Grove (where she

lived so many years)
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At Knutsford we find a memorial stone in the Unitarian Grave -
yard. There is also the Gaskell Tower designed by Mr. Watt,
fitted with three bells, which weré cast at Annecy in Savoy.
Bach bell is inscribed with one of three mottoes,"” Fight the
good fight," "Come unto‘me,“ and "Till He comse,” _ And of

course there are the several sireets named in honour of her.

Thomas Seccombe writing in the English Bookman, September
1910 éays, “Mis. Gaskell's novels are perennially fresh. They
do not fatiéﬁe, or sear,ror narcotise. We return to them Wwith
an unfading and constant delight. Her books engender a feel-
ing of gratitude towards the writer'along with & strong sen-
timental regret - regret that a life so happy, S0 sympathetic,
so well balanced, and in short so beautiful, could not have

been prolonged, thet her vivid mind and pen should not have

.irradiated our particular generation.”
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MRS. GASKEIIL'S PIACE IN THE ENGLISH NOVEL.

"The typical English novel must be the work of a writer who
posse;ses talent enough to furnish the very best example of a
widely existing class; and we should have ho hegitation in naming
as the two writers best fitted to illustrate the English novel at
its full development, & men and & woman - Anthony Trollope &and
Mrs. Gaskell."(l) : |

If the above be true, it is strange +het writers on the
Engliéh novel scaroély mention Elizabeth Gaskell. One says he
Wfinds her not his easiest subject, and that she seems to him to
"be one of the chief illustrations of the extreme difficﬁlty of
the domestic novel - of the necessity of exactly(groportioning

the means at command to the end to be achieved.” = He evidently

overlooks "Wives and Daughters,” "Ruth” and "North and South."

- - - ~

Yet another places her "among the foremost novelists of her
time," and ranks her With.Goidsmith and Jane Austen as writers
who péssess "that incommunicable 1iterarﬁ‘flaﬁour which is the

surest passport to immortality."(z) He feels that she is one

(1) Edinburgh Review 1907, July-October. "The English Novel as
..~ an Institution.” : v Ny ‘

(2) Saintsbury (G) "The English Novel! page 254.

(z) Walker (H)'Literature of the Victorian Kra'. ©page 724.
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of those who felt the charm of provincial England and who have
giﬁen e literary immortality to English village life."(léad she
written several stories of the gquality of "granford"” Mrs.Gaskell
. must have ranked émong the greatest of English novelists. 4s it
is, a writer who is slways good but only once indubitably great
seems to be most fairly classed,high in the second rank.“(Z)
Edmund Gosse disagrees with Hugh Walker in vart and suggests
thai the "under-estimation of her work mey be rartly due to the
undvly varying nature of her several books." He speaks of her
n"gelicate and many sided genius," and he tﬁinks she may even have
suffered from ‘having done well too many things..... Having in
"Mary Barton" treated social problems admirably, she threw off
s masterpiece of humorous observation in "oranford", returned
in a different mood to manufacturing life in "North and South,”
conguered the }astoral eplsooe in "Cousin Fhlllls“ and more than
rivalled Anthony Trollope in the soolal provincial novel of
"Wives and Daughters.” These books Mr. Gosse claims have more

or less stood in one snother’'s way and may account for the

persistent undervaluation of the writer's gif®d.

Mr. Cross finds her a place in the social novel-in the hu-
manitarianism movement with Dickens. He also places her beltween
Charlotte Bronté and George Eliot and says that "Ruth" occupies

a very important position in the history of English fiction,"for it

(1) Walker (H) "Literature of the Victorian Era." page 728

w " " T

( 2 ) n 4] IR i "
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follows certain ethical lines more ostensibly than any previous
. novel - what may ?e)called the doctrine of the act and its train
1 '
of good or evil."m. : '
Ruth announces the approaph of the psychological novel in

the restrictive sense.

Ruth is an attractive little seﬁing girl, who is betrayed by

& young gentlemén end left. She is rescued by a Dissenting minis-
ter, when about to commit suicide, who takes her énd the child in-
to his home. Here at the suggestion of his sister she passes as
a distant widowed cousin. "In the course of time Ruth's offence
and the parsonts deceit areksuddenly and unexpébtedly fevealed
end then follows retribution.” The parson's congregation desert
him, and Ruth,shunned by the %iliage folk,ﬁecomes a practical

- nurse in the typhus fever epidemié.* One of her patients turns
out to be her betrayer, she catches“thé dread disease and dies.'
‘Mrs. Gaskell works her scenes up t0 a crisis, where someone must
meke a decision as to his course of action to what she once called,
*the pivot on which the fate of years move&? and then she studies
the influence of the act on a small group of characters. The mo-
tive and the constraining circumstances that lead to the decision

(2)
. are snalysed in detail.™.

Thus Philip Hepburn fails to give Kinraid's message to Sylvia.

George BEliot afterwards elaborated this idea of decision in crisis

(1) Cross - “Development of the English Novel."™ -~ page 235.
(2) n on 1 1" " “n T _ m 236 .
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as a consequence of all previous decision and action, but she did
so without any acknowledgment of whet Swinburne claims was &,

"palpable and weighty direct ohligation to Mrs. Gaskell."

Mragaret Sansom thinks that Mrs., Gaskell's writings are d4i-
rectly opposed to the tragic philosophy of Geérge Eliot - the
tragedy of the first small beginning of"evil" - of vanity, self-
ishness,'the first half comnscious preva%ications - all ominous,
portentous, & spot of blackness in us, slowly widening. To Dbe
sure, in Mrs. Gaskell's work we get some impressions of the faults
and weaknesses, the hundred "evils," that be somewhere close %0 |
the surface, while the thing\may beﬁﬁound at the core, and see
that it is the spot of soundness and not one of blackness that
widens. And indeed is not this nearer to the idea Q?agge great

male novelists ¢ Is it not of this that they have convinced us

at times even against our wills?

Sylvia suffers and mourns Kinrsid as dead. She harries
Philip much against her will. fhilip,suffers in his mind and
the knowledge of his lie makes him cross and unreas@nable.
Kinraid returns and finds Sylvia married to Philié, who is forced
to confess his omission and to suffer his wife's refusal of for-
giveness. There is no way out for Philip but fo disappear. This
he does, caﬁsing mush sorrow to his friends. In the Zast as a
soldier, he endures great hardships and returné a broken man to

receive his wife's love on his death-bed.
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"Against this more general opinion, George Eliot's favourite
study of a downfall traced from some minute beginning would seem
to be only a bril%i?nt history of the exceptioﬁal case - the one

1
in ten thousand.™.
rThus we can say_that to Mrs. Gaskell we owe the beginning of

the péychological novel.

As to her work in the humanitarian mo#ement in "Mary Bartonﬁ
and "North and South" Mrs. Gaskell did much to relieve the suffef;
ings«of_the downtrodéeh and oppressed. She was able‘to give a
true picture of conditiogs as they ieally were. She knew the peo-
ple she was dealing with, and knew them not as subjects of research
but as friends. The portrayal she gives of manufactuiing life
was not in tﬁe least overdrswn for effect. She knew what it meant
when the men spoke of their families as “clemmlng She received
severe criticism when "Mary Barton" was publlshed but in the
following chapters I Will point out that some conditions were in
no way exaggerated.’ "North and South" was written some time later,
and is considerably saftened in tone,“but much had happened in the

time between the two books.

Mrs. Gaskell will always be remembered for her "Oranford.” ‘
Her portrayal of villsge 1life would be hard %o equal. «Bhne Austen

wrote along the same 1ine but with what a different resultt There

none
is Frovuamy of the biting sarcasm in Mrs. Gaskell's wrltings. They

(1) Margaret B. Sansom. - "oueen' s Quarterly’ July 1919,April 1920.
.l v Vol.XXVII - "Mrs. Gaskell's place as a

movellst.
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each wrote differently of the same thing. Jane Austen would never
see Martha, Miss Matty's maid and her unselfishness. Mrs.Gaskell
may have refused to seé what Jane Austen saw. Who can forget the
way in which the Cranford 1adies chased sunbeams away from their
prized new carpet? As far as the village was concerned, Mrs.Gas-
kell gave a faithful pisture of country towm in Duncombe. "Dun-
combe calls itself e town, but I should call it a village.;....,
The houses are anything but regﬁl&r, they may be mean in their
details; but altogether they look well; they have not that flat
unrélieved front, which many towns of far more pretensions present.
Here and there a bow window - every now and then a gable,cutting
ﬁp égainst the sky - occasionally a projecting upper storey -
throws good effect of light and shadow along the strest, and they
have & queer fashion éf their own, of colouring the whitewash of
~some of the houses with a sort of pink blotting-paper tinge, more
1ike the stone of which Mayence 1s bullt than anythlng else. It
may be very bad taste, but to my. mind it gives a rich warmth to
the colouring. Then, here and there a dwelling house has a court
in front, with a‘grass plot on each side of the flagged walk,and

a large tree or two - limes or horse chestnuts - which send their
greaf projecting uppe;"branches over into the street, making round
ary place?l?f shelter on the pavement in the times of summer

showers.”.

(1) "Mr. Harrison's Confessions.” - page 407
_Lady. Ludlow Volume. .
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There is a wealth of good humour in "Cranford." Miss Betsy
Barke:‘s cow is slmost worn to death and the episode of the cat
and Mrs. Forrester's lace. The very characters themselves draw
chuckles from the most serious reader. "Mr. Harrison's Confess-

iong" is full of humoux.

"One feels safe to say that Jane Austen could not have
“achieved the spirit ; the inimitable tone of “Cranford"§ could not
have léid bare all the foibles and prejudices and pretensions ;
with never & breath of ridicule, with a humour so‘eandsite, and
yet so kindly. It is more nearly the humour of Goldsmith and
Charles Lamb.“(l)

- "Wives and Daughters" is regarded by many &s the most artis-
tically perfect oflall her productions. - Cynthia is said'to be |
more subtly conceived than George Eliot's Tito in ?Romala,“ ~The
‘,ppvel is a social provincial one. Molly, the heroine, may truly
represent & healthy English girl - who rejoiced to sit beside her
father's side, "The back seat shut up (of the dog-cart) and the
light_weight going swiftly and merrily bumping over the stohe'pgved
lanes. ’ | ,

"Oh, this is charmingl " ggid Molly, after a toss-up on her
geat from a tremendous bump."

Some find Molly to be the 10Veliest goriception in all Mrs.Gas-

| (2)
 kell's writings and cleim that her charscter is drawn without a

(1) Msrgaret Sensam - Queen's Quarterly, Vol,27, July 1919 -
April 1920. "Mrs. Gaskell‘suflace as & Novelist.“ © page 99

(2) A.W.Ward. “introduction Yol.VIII - page 19.



She is a most natural Birl, living the life of a country doctorts
daughter - perhaps SOméWhat of a "tomrhoy",‘ihe word may be per;
mitted. The greatest evént in hér early.life was Lady Cumnor's
garden party which turned out contrary to her expectations. Thére
sghe meets the woman who is later to become her step-mother. 'Her
first exile from home is at her father's wishing,bebause Young Cox,
the assistant professed a great passioﬁ for Molly. While she is
gone her father marries again. Molly is heartbroken when she re-
ceives the news - and "casts herself on the ground-that natural
throne for violent soréow - and leant up agains% the 0ld moss-

- grown seat, sometimes burying her face in her hands, sometimes
clasping ﬁhem together, as if by the tight painful grasp of her

fingers she could deaden the mental suffering.”

Molly is sharp enough toc see the shallowness df her step-
mother* s character, but since it waé her father's choice she sub-
mits té the course of being guided by her. She is helped and con-
soled by the friendly counsel of Roger Hamley with whom she falls
in love. He unfortunately falls desperately in love with Cynthia,
and she isrforcéd to see Roger depart into remote regions and ‘
perils incalculable as the accepted lover of Cynthis. "And I do
not think that a picture more cruelly deVised‘é serrerﬂle cuyurbof
all the beholders was ever painted than that of Roger, after his
last farewells ?ad been spoken, running back to catch the London
coach, and turning round and shading his eyes from the western

sun, as he looked back to the Gibson®s house, in hope of catching
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(1)
one more glimpse of Qynthia.“v . "But apparently he saw no one,

not even Molly at the attic casement; for she had drawn back when
he turned, and kept herself in the shadow; for she had no right
to put herself forward as the one tkoatch_and Yearn for farewgll

signs. None came - another moment - he was out of sight for years.”

Molly was to make great sacrifices for Cynthia's sake before
the end of her own troubles was reached. But it was without her
telling herself why, that her woman's courage quailed at parting
with oné who "had been to her as a brother,“ and that her "weary
aching head iﬁ that supreme moment sought a'loving pillow,“ on
the shoulder of her whom the "prince among men,” had hanuied with

his love.™

Cynthia - "the fascinating, the irresistible Cynthia" - in
everything exceﬁt charm, Molly's opposite, is the other “daughter“
of the story. MNMrs, Gaskell héé succeeded very well in dééwing |
Cynthia, the twin heroine. Cynthia seemed 0 possess that irre-
sistible charm that drew men 1o her - ahd-when questioned by Mr..

V Gibson as to poor Cox, she replies,'"I did think once or twice
that he was becoming a little more>cémplimentary than the occasion
required; but I hate throwing cold water on people, and I never
thought he could take it into his silly head to fancy himself
seriously ip love with me, and to make such a fuss at the last

after only a fortnight's acquaintance." OCynthia was selfish at

(1) Ward (A.W.) "Introduction to Wives and Daughters." page 21.
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shie
times, especially whenallows Molly to be blamed for an escapade

of her own.

As to the"wives," Mrs. Hamley is a very sweet person much be-
loved by the hﬁsband,hthe roﬁgh Yorkshire squire. Mrs, Gibson,
fiyst known as Mrs. Kirkpatrick,er as "Clare" of the Towers, is a
type which most pe0p1e see through, most accommodatlng so far as it
suits herself an& willing to do anything to get her own way. She

is a trifle like Jane Austen's Mrs. Bemmet, though much cleverer.

The characters of the Hamley brothers, Roger and Osborne,aie
well drawn. They are as much unlike as possiBle.-"The different
experiences of the two brothers; after all, only v;ry happily illus-.
trates a truth well known %o all who haveVWatched, and rejoiced or
grieved over the careers of men, as compared with the "promise of
this youth."” It is a truth as 0ld as the parabie of the ten talents
" hid in the ﬁapkin of important self-sufficiency - an envelope often
much admired for the way it is folded. Roger Hamley in particular
is a very admirsble specimen of what.........used to be regarded as
the typical Cambridge man of the best sort.” (1) |

'Every turn in the stage or turn in the development of the plot
is carefully prepared- from Clare's half-kindly, half obvious in-
terest in her future step-&aﬁghtefg in the’opening,to Roger's
generous protection of her in her lonely hour of suffering ;;and
so with the squire's fond hopes and delusions sbout his heir, and

-~

(1)‘Ward (A.W) "Introduction to Wives and Daughters.” page 26.



Mrs. Preston's devices, and Cynthia's cornucoppa of offers. As
the action of the story progresses;“we feel more than once asxif
the curtain of the "entr“acte" were about to drop on the central
scene of the piece - the“"sceﬁe a faire™, asg it ﬁsed to be called
in French scientific draméturgy. But after'Molly‘s meeting with
Cynthia and Mr. Preston on %he side of Croston Heath, a new phase
in the étory seems to begin; and Cynthia in the'toils has only
‘prOVed a prelude to Cynthia at bay. The solution which the nar-
‘rative approaches, as ihe thresds finaily drop out of our grasp, is
one which we know to be neither forced nor harsh; it is, moreover
a real solution which will leave those Wno bear a share in it
wiser, perhaps even happier ﬁen and women, but such as have the
vast as well as the futbure to reckon With."gl)

Mrs. Gaskell died before "Wives and Daughters," was compleﬁed.
Mr. Frederick Greemwood, editor of the Cérnhill Usgazine supple-

mented the story with concluding remarks mainly conjectural.

Mrs, gagkell would rank high as a writer of short stories in
her day, In "Cousin Phillis™ she has approached neérly to literary
perfection in this field. "In a dismond such as "Cousin Phillis,"
of purest ray serene, there>is no flaw; and I do ﬁot know how bet;
ter to describe what seems to me the rare felicitousness of this
exguisite production. It is at the same time.an admissible ex-~

ample of a species of fiction in which Mrs. Gaskell was one of the

‘(l) Ward (A.W.) "Fatroduction to Wives snd Daughters.” page 29+
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first among English writers to excel, nor has the "short story,"

in which, though the canvas is comparatively smalluin extent, -
room is left for a delineation and working-out of character to
which the"Christmas story," of the Dickensian type made no pretence,

~

reached(q?ite the same height of suécess in many other English
1
hands.”". .
Out of very simple material Mrs. Gaskell composed one of the
loveliest prose idylls in our literature. Cousin Phillis is a

creature of indescribable charm, lovely. But we are aware all the

time that her vision of love will "prove delusive.”

"I never saw her so lovely, or SO habpy. 1 think she hardly
knew &hy she was so happy all the time. I can'see her now stand-
iﬂg under the budding branches of the grey trees, over which a
tinge of}green seemed to be deepeningi&ay after day, her sun-bon-
net fallen back on her neck, her hands full of delicate wood-flow-
ers, quite unconscious of my gaze, but intent on sweet mockery of
some bird in a neighboring tree or bush. She had the art of war-
bling, and replying t0 the notes of the differenm'birds; and knew
their song, their habits and ways more accurately than anyone else
I knew. She had often done it.at my request, the spring before;
But this year she really gurgled, and whistled and warbled, just

: (a)
as they did, out of the very fulness and Joy of her heart.”

(1) Ward (A.W.) "Cousin Phillis"-Introduction, pages 1z-13.

(2) “Cousin Phillis“. page 177.



There are beautiful pictures in the story such as the even-

;ng psalm in the fields &t the close of day.

"The Moorland Cottage"™ is a most pathetic tale. The heroine
Maggie Brown seems to appeér again in George Ellot's "Mill on the
Floss". In her short stories Mrs. Gaskell had gréatmrange from

simple pasforal tales to those of horror romance.

M;S. Gaskell could portray sea characters very well,too.
"Sylvia's Lovers" has been called a sea-écape, so faithfully does
éhe paiht the éeé in all its moods. Charlie Kinraid and Daniel
Robson are typical sailors - Will Wilson, the-sailor in "Mary

Barton” is well drawn as are old Ben Sturgiss and his wife.

Mrs. Gaskell will always be remembered as the biograpner of
Charlotte Bronté.- Clement Shorter places her work on a level with
’Boswell‘s"Life of thnson,“ and Lockhartfs "Life of Scott".

tragedy.

Myrs. Gaskell works vefy naturally. ZThere is no labouring
over her characters as George Bliot does,ksay,in the character
of Silas Marner. The Cranford group are like old friends, yet
the novelist gives scarcely a line of description or analysis.
01d Squire Hamley, Daniel Robson and Cynthia are given to us as
a whole, and there is no taking apart before our eyés to show us

what an achievement it was.,



) Itlwould seem then that‘Mrs._Gaskell needs someone to bring
her to the puh;ic eyesvasv$ennyson did for Jane Austen. We do
read'of a growing'appreciation for her in England. Last spring
a gourse of publlc 1ectures were to be delivered on her "Social
Novels,“ but I have been unable to find any furtner note cf the

lectures.

35,
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MRS, GASKELL'S PORTRAYAL OF BENGLISH INDUSTRIAL LIFE.

(1)L1v1ng Conditions:

The living condltlons of the lndustrial people of this time
are beyond comprehensionJ Houses were built back to back with
no possibility of ventilation, often half underground. (Here it
is probable, we haye the beginning of the huge slum areaé‘of thé
industrisl towns.) The following is a desoription of Manchester
which was a typieél industrial town and the background of Mrs.
gaskell!s industrial novels; this was presented by a doctor before

e ﬁommi%tee on the Health of Towns in 1840.

"Until twelve years ago there was no paving or sewering A6t
in an& of the townships: even in the township of Menchester, oon-
taining in the year 1831 upwards of one hundred and forty-two
inhabvitants, thls w88 the 085€;...+..8% the present time the paving
of streets proceeds rapidly in every direction and great attention
is given to the drains...... Msnchester has no building Act,and
hence, with the exception of certain oentral{streets over which
the Police Aot gives the commissionenspowers, each proprietor
builds as he pleases. New aottagés, with or without cellars,
huddled together row behind row; may be seen springing up in meny
éarts, but especially in the township of Manchester where the land
is higher in price then the land for cottage sites in other town-

ships is. With such proceedings as these the authorities cannot

interfere. A cottage now may be badly drained, the streets may
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be full of pits, brimful of stagnant water, the receptacle of
dead cats and dogs, yet no one may find fault. The number of
cellar residences......ils very great in all quartérs of the
town. That it is an evil must be obvious on the slightest con-
sideration, for how can a hole underground of from twelve to
fifteen feet square admit of ventilation so as to £it it for
human habitation®.eeece. Hanchester has no public parks or other
grounds where the population can walk snd breathe the fresh‘air.
‘New streets are rapidly extending in every direotion, and so
great already is the expansion of the town, that those who live
in the most populous quarters can seldom hope to see the green
fage of nature.....In this respeet Manchester is disgracefully
defective; more so perhaps then sny other town in the empire.
Every advantage of nature has been sacrificed to the getting of
money in the shape of ground rents.gl)"The poor in the town
lived amongst;the most filthy surroﬁndihgsand under the most
demoralizing influences Their standard of comfort was very
low and overcrowding was the rule rather than the exception.;.
The s&nitéry applianceéfg§cthe rudest descriptions, cesspools
were Ffrequent and were usually placed in the hagement of the
houses. The water supply was abominable; the streets were

badly paved, badly lighted snd badly guarded.™ 2!

. B 524~
(1) C. M, Waters - "Economic History of Bngland." Vol.II pages 526
(2) Traill - "Social England” - Vol VI, page 193

N
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"ihis poverty_strioken sordid life was not that of the
poorest most 1mprov1dent and most unfortunate of. the commun-
ity, but was characteristic of the great body of substantial
hard working laboring population, only & fortunate few rising
above it. It was the life of a large proportion of the flfteen
million peopla who in 1841 made up the population of England."(l)

Mrs. Gaskell was then not exaggerating when she had Barton
and Wilson go down a street that was paved but down the middle
of which "a gutter forced its way, every now and then forming
pools in the holes, with which the street abounded."(z) She was

merely recounting one of the meny trips she had madé to help

the suffering poor.

Thére seems to have been little brightness abput the home
of thé industrial worker. “Houses, sky, péople, and everything
looked as if a gigantiec brush had washed them all over with a
dark shade of Indian 1nk.‘ There was some reason for this grimy |
appearance on human beings,vwhatever there might be fbr the dun
looks of the landseaspe; for soft water had become an article not
even to be purchased; and the poor washerwomen might be seen
vainly trying to procure & little breaking the thigk ice that

(3)
coated the ditches and ponds in the neighborhood.”-

(1) E. P. Cheyney - "Industrial and Social Hlstory of England.”
Page 225

(2)"Mary Barton"- page 65
(5) . pages 47 - 48.

-~
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Margaret Hale and her father notice this gfeyness - "For .
several miles before they reached Miiton, they saw a deep>iead—
coloured cloud hanging over the horizon in the direction in
which it lay. Nearer the town the &ir had a faint taste and
smell of smoke™ (1)

In the home of John Barton there is some brightness before
the death of his wife. After her death when he is without 2
job there is an indeseribéble,desolation. Alice Wilson's hone
in the cellar had, "a brick floor which was scrupﬁlousl& clean
but so damp that 1t\seemea as if the last washing Would never
dry'upﬁ.(z) Libbie Marsh felt that the dwellings were of the
same ménotonous pattern and that one side of the court looked
at its exmsot likeness opposite aé if it were seeing itself in
a looking glass.“¥5? Even in "North and South" there is that
dull note of drainess about the ﬁwellingé,thouéh it must be
_aﬁmitted‘that'”Mhry Barton” was depressing because Mis. Gaskell

wrote in it juét whaf she éaw.

fhe homes of millowners of Carson and Thorfon were of

gourse much better.

(2) Public Health:

If the state of the worker:s home be such, it is not sur-

prising that emerywhere outbreaks of typhus and Asiatic chalers:

(1) *North and South" - page 66
(2) "Mary Barton® - =~ page 15.

‘EES ﬁiibbié Marsﬁ‘s Three Kras." "Mary Barton" Volume, page 460.

-
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were: £0. be Found brought- by this miserable living, filthy

nelghborhood and great depression of mind and body. John
Barton goes to help a friemd dying of the dread fever,'and
finds him lying on & "straw so damp and mouldy, no dog would
have chosen it in pre%erence to flags.“‘l? 0f course,

Public Health was unheard of. The whole condition was but &
produet.of the times. The rapid growth of the manufacturing
towns especially in the‘north,drawing the scattered population
of other parts of the country into their'narrow‘limits, caused
2 general breskdown in fhe.dld arrangements for providing water,
drainage, and fresh air, made rents high and consequently liv-
ing in crowded rooms necessary. Cheyney says the factory towns

in the early part of the century were filthy,crowded and demor-

(2)

alizing compared with their earlier and their present condition.
Iraill finds that the unhealthy decade was not without its uses,
for it brdught home to the Government the shameful manner in
which the Htate had hitherto neglected an important part of its
dutyf5)Mrs: Gaskell seems to have given a fair estimate of
Public Health.

‘(5) Factory Conditions:

( The early history of faetories is one to be passed over very
Quiokly - it is most revolting. During the first half of the
ninéteenth.eentury improvements wére being made. The condition

"Mery Barton" -~ page 69

(1)
{2) E. P. Cheyney -"Industrial and Social History of England".
(3) Traill - "Social England'page 193 : ( page 203.



K ERREE

pf the factory depended on the owner; were he a hard grasping
men he would be loath to spend money for the health of his em-
ployees. Life wasAnot valued very highly =« for quantity was to
be had. M&s. Gaskell does not portray the conditions in the
factoriés as black as they were. By 1819 laws had been passed
forbidding children under nine being employed and those under
gsixteen years were limited to twelve hours a day exclusive of
mesl times. By 1825 we £ind e movement for a ten hour day for
an sdult worker. Miss Waters gives & most grsphic account of
fagtory horrors - such as hen being fined because they were dirﬁy,
from work done, and yet not allowed to wash - day and night
shifts - babies of two year's old being used to gather bits of
cotton whiah had fallen down under the machinery. She also
quotes statisties,tp show that the lsborer hardly broke even in

(1)

his earnings and expenses..

We find Mrs. Davenport after the death of her husbend sit-
$ing thinking, "how she might best cheat the factory imspector |
and persuade himcthat her strong,big,silent,hﬁngry Ben was

2) “
above thirteen."- . Again she tells John Barton to tell the,

"pgrliamentary folk that this law of theirs, keeping children

}ra‘ factory work whether they be weak or strong is a sore

~tri;l“..,......and speaks of a lad thatiworks till he cri?z)for

his légs aching so, though they say he #s the right age.”.

(1) Waters - "Egonomic History of England" - Vol.II, page 360.
(2)"Mary Barton" - page 82. . - ,
(z)." B S _ T og

-

~



Miss Waters points out that a doctor's certificate as to the
ohildfs age and health was neeessaryrfor factory work in 1833
but tﬁat a certifieate of an older child could be presented for
& younger,ahild.?l) |

In 1844 we find that the helplessness and need of protection
of'woﬁen workers was recognized. Fencing of machinery where
women worked was urged. Bessie Higgins says: "I think I was
well when Mother died, bﬁﬁ I have never been rightly strong
since I began to work in:a earding room soon after,and the fluff
got into my lungs and poisoned me."Fluff" being little bits, as
fly off fro* the cotton when they?;é earéing it, and fills the
air till it looks all fine white dust. They say it winds around
the lungs and tightens them up. Anthw,‘there‘s many a one as
worké in a carding room that falls into a wasté,coughing and

spitting blood, because they're poisoned by the fluff,™

"But ean?i it be helped?" asked Margaret. "I dunno. Some
folké have aAgreat wheel at ;ne end o"their'caéding rooms to
make a draught, and carry off the dust; but that wheel coéts'
a deal of money - five or six hundred pounds ,maybe, and brings
in no profit; so it's but & few of the masters as will put Tem
up; end I have heard tell o men who didn't like working in
places where there was a whéel, because tﬁey said as how it
made !em hungry, at after they'd been long used to swallowing

fluff; to go without it, and that their wages ought to be

(1) C.M.Waters - "Economic History of England." Vol.lI,page 373.



raised if they were to work in such places. So between mester
and men th' wheels fall throu?h I know I wish there'd been a

wheel in our place though."

(4) Women:
) There seenm to have been three fields open to women. 1n Indus-
trial Life:
(a) Facpories.
ib} ﬁressmaking.
(o) éervice - domestic.
(a) Factories~
{ Of this field I have mentioned in the above sectlon. It nmust
of necessity have been 8 most unhealthy one for women. Theyvap -
pear to have Dbeen & rough,unlettered lot. "Their faces Were not
remarkable for beauty, indeed they were belaw the average, with
one or two exceptions; they had dark hair neatly and classically
arranged, dark eyes but sallow complexions and irregular features.
”he only thing to strike a passerby was an acuteness of intelli-
gance and countenance, which has often been noticed in a menufac-
turing population..g)
Bessy Higgins in "North and bouth“ was a vietim of the fac-
tories. George Wilson‘s wife was never a strong woman, sSince

"she cotched her side agin a wheel. It was before wheels were
~ (3) :
boxed wup."-

"iorth and South" pages 118 - 119.
UMary Barton" ~ TPpage 3. :
“Nerth and South - /eo

-
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Zhe faet that women worked in factories before merriage and
often, gfter marriage, mede the home and its influence almost
negligible. Added to that many of them were physical wrecks and

their children would enter the world physically handicapped.

{b) Dressmsking:

éhé ﬁeﬁt thing open 1o women was dressmeking. Mary Barton,
Ruth énd Iiargaret Jennings were gpprentiees. fhe 1ong hours at
work were appalling. Mary Baiton had to be at'work 8t six o'clock
in the morning in the summer; bringing her three meals with hér.
In the winter she was permitted to have her breakfast before leav-
ing home. She stopped work when the task was finished which -
might‘be very 1ate. Ruth worked till two in the morning sometimes
and was expected to be ready to begin a néw day six hours later.
Ruth 1lived at her place of work. Delicate girls could not stand

this strain of long hours and Jenn& died in her work.

Fhe women who kept these establishments must have been cal-
lous énd'hard. lirs. Mason worked the girls hard all week. On
Sunday they received tﬁo goanty meals and no fires in the living
duarters. Ruth found employment on her Sundays with the result
she was shunned by conventional society. Young Carson attempts

t0 seduce Mary Barton but fails.

sally, the hard scheming apprentice is said by some to be

lirs. Gaskell*s best character work.

-~
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liargaret Jenning goes blind at her work. Yet, not being
in the least sure of payment, she seems quite content to sew

away at the mourning for the Ogdens.

{c) Service-domestiec:

fhe last thing open to women was domestic service. Lizzie
Iéigh longed for the sights of the city, went to Eanches%er,and
;eeeivéd a position. The parents heard she had been dismissed
. and had gone to a Workhéuse t0 be nursed,only to be turned away

when strong enough with her baby.

Alice Wilson was in service too. Her life was one round
of sacrifieés for all those with whom she came in contact. Leav-
ing home at an early asge she was never able to return to hef

birthplace or see any of her family again.

The wives and daughters of the millowners iirs. Gaskell re-
preseﬁﬁs as vain and silly.-"1he Carson girls ahd Fanny Thoraton.
Mrs. Yhorndmwas & firm, severe and dignified womsn Wwho never
pause& inAher stra;ght onward\eourse t0 the clearly defined end
which she proposed herself,élf The Thornton home is one of 1itt1e'
culture, the}only books beiﬁg Métthew Henry*s Bible Commentaries

in six volumes (with leaves wnocut probably).
. "In her attempt to make her readers realize the life of
fﬁctory workers under the conditions which she saw prevailing,

(1) "North and South, page 87.

-~ -~



she did not shrink from handling subjects not commonly submitted
to the carefully nurtured girl of that period. She desired to
show how at the meetihg roint of two great interests - capital
and labor - human lives are frayed and ground, and the mischief
which she illustrates is not mere hunger. The temptation which
é rrospect of leisure and command of money offers to & pretty
glrl like Mery Barton when the alternative must be long dru?%erm

is made no less plain because the temptation is resisted.”.

-

- Mrg. Gaskell was very modern in her attitude to girls who
were victims of circumstences She had a veiy'sympathetic attitude
towérds girls in general. BShe is said to have helped her_servants
to improve tﬂemselves and to have giVenvher Sunday Schdol elass
instruction in various subjects including geography‘and history.
Lizzie ieigh‘and Ruth Were girls for whom she had deepest sym -
pathy - Lizzie Lelgh who had committed herself for sheer honest
love, wha had a% last been driven into the streets. to obtain
food for her child, and who even in her degradation retained the
instincts'of devotion and self sacrifice, is still irreclaimable,
only to be delivered by death from the slough into which she had
fallen. "All this is told by the novelist without disguise, dut
it is tola”as a wWise mother might tell it to her daughters - told
&s a part of & purpose. For the purpose of this story is to

make happy and prosperous yeople realize the impact of temptation

Proit which they are themselves exempt.” (R)

- - -~

- {1) “Edinburgh Review" Vol 206 July October 1907.pa§e§1%16~114
(23 -~ - .

~

-~ -~ - - ~ - -~ -
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(1)

Of Ruth - she was said to pe"innocent and snow-pure.”. . Mrs.
Mason was said to be carelesé about the circumsﬁénceé of tempta-
tion into which girls entrusted %o her as apprenﬁices were
thrown, but severely intolerant if their conduct was in any degree
jnfluenced by the force of these temptations. She called this
intolerance “keeping up the character off her establishment.“(Z)
Mrs. Gaskell\adds, "4+ would have been a better and more Chiis-
tian thing if she héa kept up the character of her girls by
tender vigilanée and maternal care.“gs. Billingham, her
seducer, presents his case thus, “Rﬁth, would you go to London
with me? I cannot leave you here!without a nhome; the»thbught of
leaving yoﬁ at all is pain enough, bﬁt in these circumstances -
so friendless, so homeless-it is impossible. You: must come
‘with me, love and trust me.“<4? Ruth goes -~ Throughout the book
you heve the feeling that His, Gaskell is angfy with the people
who assume the attitude of smug piet& - for inétance - "I think
it is & shame such people should be allowéd to come heré, to
think such wickedness under the same roof.“CE) Then on the
other hand we see Mr. Benson's kindly attitude. " Ruth re-

deems her soul in the,éyes of the world and dies in service %o

{1) “Ru?h“ - page 43
¥
4) 0 " B5
isg " o 91 Margaret Bellingham's letter to Ruth.

555—554 ¥r. Bradshew's attack on Ruth.




(1)

humanity." .  Mrs Gaskell as a minister’s wife must have seen
& great deal of this side of 1life and perﬁaps understoe& very

well the lesson she tried to give.

At that time there seemed to be no hope for a girl who had
.sinned against society - there was a tendengy to push her down
rather than to help her. In this way Mrs. Gaskell was zhead of

her age.

(e) Superstition and Ignorance:

" %he women appeared to have had little or no education.
| Education was in the hands of the‘churches and they feared that
an educated working class would refuse to be properly subordinate.
It is said that over one half of the population of ILancashire ceould
ﬁ0$ sign their own names. Margaret Hall could neithér read nor
write. ILibbie comes upon her after the desth of her little son,
sitting with the Bible open on the table before her. Fdr she had
puzzled out the piace where Libbie was reading, and wiﬁh her fin-
ger under the line, was speliing out the words of consolation |
piecing the syllables together @loud, with the earnest anxiety
of comprehension with which & ohild first learns to read.“fg)
Fanny Thornton was superficially educated. "Even those damestic
intereéts whiceh have ét times been credited %ith\educational
powers were now neglected and it was considered discreditable
that a lady should subject herself to what little of mental dis-

cipiine may be derived from cooking or making caps. She was at |

(1) "Ruth - pages 333-334.

{2} Libbie Marsh -"Three Eras " Mayy Barton edition,page 486.
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as much pains to conceal household occupations as she was %o ﬁvoid
2ll signs of blue stockingism.“‘l? She of course was not aAwork-
ing girl, but Mary Barton had ﬁo idea what a subpoena was and no
conception of law - as shown'in the conversations before the trial
of Jem.

‘ Being ignorant they were very superstitious, and speak of,
"no end of evil as long as the bleak east wind continued.” (2
When the Wilson twins die the old women say "We must get him away
from his mother. He eannot die'while she's Wishing him.," "Wlshing
him"¥? sald Mery in & tone of enquiry. m

" "Ays donno' ye kmow what * wishing® ‘means? There's no one ocan
die 1£ the arms"of thése who aie}wishiﬁg them sore %o stay on the
earth. The soul of them &s holds them won®t let the dying soul
go free;‘so it has a hard Struggle for theﬂquiet of death. We
mun get him away fra! his mother, or he*ll have & hard aeath;poor
1ile* fellow."@ he "poor 1lile fellow" would be saved the
buri%l of pauﬁerism; Wh;re pauper bodieswwere piled until within
a foot or two of the surface; when the soil was shovelled over,
and stsmped down, a?zjthe wooden cover went to do temporary duty

over another hole."

-

(1) ©raill - "Socisl Englan "  page 628.
iz) 1"I\ﬂ;&m,r Barfon“, - page 48.

({3) T o w ) - pages 84 - 85
(4) u " 81
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(5) hien:
. e men in the industrial town were & queer mixture - " In

the neighborhood of Oldham there are weavers, common hand ISOm
weavers, who throw the shuttle with unceasing sound, thopgh
Newton* s "Pringipia" lies open on the loom, to be snatched at
in worﬁ héurs, but ievelled over in meal times, or at night.
Mathematical problems are received with interest, and studied
With'absorbing attention ﬁy meny & broad-spoken, common-looking
factory hand. It is perhaps less astonishing that the more
popular,4interesfing branches of natural history'have their warm
and devoted followers among this class. There are botanists
among them, equally familiar with either.ﬁhe Linsean or the

| Katuvad system, who know the name and habitaf of every plant
within a day's walk from their dwellings; who steal the holiday
of a day or %WO when any particular plant should be in flower,

Vanﬁatying up their simple food in their pocket handkerchiefs,s?i)

¢

off with single purpose to fetch home the humble'looking weed.
gne would slso find entomologists among them, practical,shrewd;
hard-working men, who pore over every new experience with real

scientific delight.

Job Leigh was one of these, though now grown old, he spends

his days poring over his heloved specimens.

John Middleton went to school to learn his A.B.C. in the

midstvéf,a erowd of little ones and later when he could read he

(1) "Mary Barton" - page 41.

-~
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bought "Seven Champions,” “Pilgrim*s Progress,” Byron's "Narrative”

and Mil%on‘s "Paradise Lésf,“ from'a pedlar. | - “
?essy:sa§s her father, ﬁicholas Higgins, "was always liking

to bu& books, and go to lectures o! ohe kind o; another"- all of

which took money -

The factory owners we find are shrewd men who have been.able
to aécumm&é¢é: enough wealth to be masters over other men. Thorn-
ton begins_td study the classics with Mr. Hale who finds hiﬁra
very apt pupil. Carson and son are not neérly so strong in char-

acterization as Thornton.

The Chartist movement was made up of men who had discussed
theirvproblems‘together,‘€l) The eternal spbject for agitation
in the msnufaecturing distiiétskwas the differences between em-
ployed and employér.  It might 1lull for = time; but was sure to
breask forih again with fresh violence at any depression df trade
: showing“that in its apparent quiet, the ashes had still smouldered
in the breasts of a few. John Barton was among these few. ge
gould not understand the piobleﬁ of Jjust @istribution - Why~an
employer is apparently able to carry on his life Just the same
in depressions of trade while, he, the poor weaver sees his
Eamiiy Wﬂlémming“;"why his father and mother died in need of
absoluté necessities. There must have been most unjust incidendhs
happening often, for Miss Waters has illustrations taken from

pamphlets and papexs,' " I am very sorry Your Highness, we dare

EN

-~

(1) "Mary Barton" - pages 196-198 =~ Manchester Strike.
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- not cut off the man's head although he did bring you the wrong

turban L% ’

Reply; ﬁﬁot cut off a slave's head-i.% I'll go to England,there
I shall £ina freedom.t )

Miss Waters points out that the great burst of Trade Union-
ism about the time of lMery Barton was largely due toYOWen‘s in-
spiration, but his atms weré not really those of the‘Trad; Union
leaders, for he believed the solution was by co-operaﬁion of gapi-
ital and labour, while the labour leaders were moving steadily
towards the belief that the capitalist and labourer were fundament-
ally opposed.fz? The views of the labour leaders appear 0 e those
that are throughoﬁt Mary Barton -almost to the last,until Carson
becomes more human and hié heart is softened. The gloom that seems
tobgast over this book may be explained by the éifcumstances under
which Mrs. Gaskell wrote - just after the death of her son.- In
"North and South"™ she takes 2 more natural view of the situation
énd the relationé between Thornton and Nicholas Higgins become the
aims of Robert Owen. Bouéher and John Barton aie carried away
in their opiniohs by théir emotiens;and influeneed by their own

unhappy experiences in 1ife.

'We turn now to & more happy theme - the workmen on his holidayi -
Jusﬁ outzide of Manchester there was & place called "Green Hey -

field,“ where on & holiday the families used to enjoy the cowniry:-
A carton by Williem Heath 1831, entitled "English Liberty.”

(1)
(2) c.M.Waters - "Economic History of England™ page 448 456
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In"Libbie Mersh's 'Three Eras" the Field is ocalled "Dunhaﬁ Park".
Mrs: Hall énd Libbié take themcrippie,Frankie, theré‘to "show him
Manohéster, fai away in the biue plain, ageainst which thé woodland
foregronnd!éut With a soft clear line. UFar, far away in the dis-
tance, on that flat plain, you might see”the motionless cloud of
smokeé hanging over a great town, and that wes Manchesterr'ugly,
smoky Manchester; dear busy,earnest, noble-working Manchester;where
their children had been born, and where,pérhsPS, some lay buried;
where their homes were, and where God had cast their lives, and
t0ld them to work out their destiny.“gl? John Barton and George

Wilson teke their wives and families to thié samé park to enjoy

the quietness.

Mrs. Gaskell is criticised 5y somevas depiceting in her in-
dustrial novels too dark & picture. She said herself she was not
an economist, but that she wrote only what she saw. Disraeli in
his novels, "Coningsby" and "Sybil", gives Jjust as dark a pieture.
Early Victorian 1ndustiialisﬁ was not & period to be forgotten
quickly. It is one of the periods in English socisl history that
seems %o have lost for a time its kinship with humanity.

Paking everything into consideration Mrs. Gaskell has given us
& fair picture of industrial 1life in the first half of the nine-

teenth century.

(1) Libbie Marsh -"Three Eras” - Vol. 1, page 477.
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MRS. GASKELL'S PORTRAYAL OF ENGLISH MIDDIE-CLIASS ILIFE.

(1) In the Town:

' In portraylng English.Middle-elass 1life Mrs. Gaskell no doubt
was recounting her own life spent at Knutsford in the home of
her aunt, Mrs. Lumb. Knutsford was a-quiet little town far
removed, by perﬁaps twénty miles, from the noisy industrial
thn, Drumble - really lManchester. In this little place the
event of anyone receiviﬁg a letter was the cause of mnchbﬁbuzz—
ing" and railroads were regardedvas something akin to aﬁ é#il

spirit.

(a) The Life of the Women.

" In "Granford", really Knutsford, we meet such delightful
charac&ers as Miss Jenkyns an& her sister Miss Matty, famed for
her "elegant eeonomies,“ Miss Betsy Bérker whose gow went to
pastﬁre clothed in grey*flannei, Mrs, Forrester who owned the
famous cat that swallowed the equally femous lace, Mrs.Jamieson
who could always doze on occasion, and Captain Brown, the Picgk-~
wickian lover, and his daughters, Miss Brown and Miss Jessie
Brown. |
J The women lived in a delightfully small sphere where the

strictést of conventions were observed. The calling rules, for
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instance, were: the return call was made after three days between
hours of twelve and three. One would never dare 1o appear before
twelve or you were apt to embarrass your hostess. One never stayed
any longer than fifteen minutes, and the time must bé kept contin-
nelly in mind and never allowed to be forgotten in conversation.
This was accomplished by keeping(g?eself to short sentences of

Small talk and punctual to time..

Money was never mentioned as it savoured too much of commerce o
and trade, and though some might be poor they were all aristocratgi?fxykk
Captain Brown falls into disfavour when he mentions éasually not
being sble to afford a certain thing. Man was another impersonal
subject spoken of in this town of "Amazons." “We had often re -
joiced in former days that there wés no gen%leman to be attended
t0, and to find conversation for at the card parties. We‘had
congratulated ourselves upon the snugness of the evenings; and
in our love of gentility and distaste of mankind We.had ?%?ost

persuaded ourselves that to be & man was to be Uyulgar'".

-

(1) One is reminded here of Mrs. Gaskell's article on "French
Life"-=Vol.VII - A. W. Ward Series - page-614. "In England a
guarter of an hour beyond the time is considered a8 nothing,and
& half an hour's grace is generally acceded. But it is not so
in Prance; and- it is considered very ill-bred to be behind time..
Indeed the Franch have an idea that punctuality is a virtue un-
knovn among the English."

(2) "Cranford" page 3
(5} ﬁGranford& page 8.
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, Their pleasures were, card parties, picnies and = yearly
Charify Bell. W@d can forget Miss Jenkyns' ocard perty where the
famous discussion of the merits of boctor 3ohnson and the Pick-
wick Papers were discussed, or Miss Betty Barker‘s party where
Mrs. Jamieson ate seed cakes though she said they reminded her of
scentéd soap? But she was indulgent to kMiss Barker's want of
‘knowledge of thé customs of high life an& to $pare her feelings,
ate three large pieces of seed-ocske, with a placid ruminating ex-~
pression of countenance not unlike a cow.gl)

Imagine the consternation when a soldier cousin of Miss

- Jdenkyn's was to pay them a visitl Did ?ni_put razors in his dress-
2

[—

ing foém and slippers aﬁd coat bfushes? When Mrs., Jamieson
announéed that her sister-in-law, ILady Glenmife, was to'visit‘her,
how the Crenford ladies puzzled their brains as té how one would
addreés her. Mrs. Jamieson’settled this question for them by
calling on Miss Matty and insinuating she did not wish them to pay
their respects to her sisﬁer-insléw. The Cranford ladies turned
their backs on Mrs. Jamieson's party ih chur¢h, dor if they might
not call they would not even look at her though they should die
of curiosity. But they did not forbid Martha, the maid, to look,
for after church they"Quizzgd"her. She horrified them by saying
that Iedy Glenmire looked like the inn-keeper's wife. However,

rs. 5amieson and the sister-in-law must have become bored with

(1) "Cranford” - page 78
(2) %Cranfords - = 32-33

-
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each ofher's gompany, for Mr. Mullins, the man of all work:.
brought in%itations for a small party. The invitations were
carried in a huge basket, thbugh they could easily have gone in
his waistcoat pocket. How were these invitations received? Miss
Metty remembered it was’the night she made candle-lighters of all
the notes of the week’so,she must decline. But Miss Pole comes

in and they meke themselves believe that Mrs. Jamieson was more
pPhlegmatic than most pedple and not so delic#té in feeling, so
they‘aceepted. The néxt prqblem was -what to wear? "If heads
were buried in sﬁart new caps, the ladies were like oéfriches, and
cared not what becanme of their bodies. 01ld gowns, white and
venerable collars, any number of brooches, up and down everyWherg%g
When they arrived a4 Mys, Jamieson's they were perturbed as to ‘
what they shoul& talk about. Woulé the rise in the price of sugar
do? -They, themselvéé were interested because of preserves. But
did the peerage eat preserves or.know how they were made? Perh&ps
she had been to Court, that was the right thing surely? Nol came
the answer in the broadest Scoteh, from Lady Glenmire. Finally
Mrs. Forrester‘s delicate lace gollar brbke ﬁhé ice and her story
of thé famous éat who had swallowed it, with the lucky regovery

of the said lace put the whole party at their ease. The tea was
brought in at a quarter to nine. "Very delioate was the ghins,

very old the plate, very thin the bread and butter and very small

the lumps of sugar." Sugar it seemed was Mrs. Jamieson*s favounrite

~

(1} "@ranford," pages 88-89. Seven brooches were counted on
R Miss Pole.

.
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econonmy and her dog Carlo was so clever he knew cream from milk

and since he was so clever the guests had milk in their tea.

How did the ladies of Cranford travel at night to their
partiés? Mrs. Jamieson hired & sedan chair carried by two mem
“in faded_liveryiwho were shoemskers by day;fl? The others went
“home aeedmpanied by their servant. The stars Weré so beautiful
and the night air so refreshing - Anbther piece of elegaht egono-
my:; - Yet they did piekvtheir way home with extra care that night,

so'refinéd and delicate were their peiéeptions after drinking tea

with "my ledy.”

The next excitement was Signor Brunoni, who was to exhibit
'his wonderful magic in the Cranford Assembly Rooms. And would
you believe it Miss Matty primed herself with scientific informa-
tion for the tricks of the following evening? She actually wrote
out the ‘receipts” for the tricks and took them to the performance
much to the annoyance of:Signor Brunoni. Following close on
this excitement a reporf}of robbérs is heard. Thelr bravery under
this terrible stress is delightfully portrayed.. Signor'Brunoni
is’suspected and their chagrin when the whole affair is broven o

have been false is most émusing.

(1) Mrs. Chadwick - "Haunts, Homes and Stories" page 100.
_"¥nutsford still keeps its sedsn chair as a.memento of bygone

-days, and it is used once a year at the lMay Day Celebrations.
This is probably the only town in England which now snmually
finds a use for this ancient conveyance.” _

~
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These women might show gualities of the "feline" family'yet
they were equally as kind and lovable as'showﬁ in their kindness
to Jessie Brown at the death of her father and sister, and in
the'illnesé of Signor: Brunoni.

v (1)
When Miss Matty loses all her money. -the "dear old things"

eaeh.give as much as they can of their allowancé to Miss Mstty.‘
Miss Matty starts up in a little tea shop, but not before she
has asked Mr. Johnson, the grocer, if it would affeat his trade

in tea; after his assurance she opens up the shop.

The long lost Peter, brother of Miss Matty's, turns up safe
~and sound and Miss Matty is very happy. - Bﬁt of course the con-
sternation at the news of someone whom they know actually going
to be married is not to be forgotten. ILady Glemmire is to marry
Mr. Hoggins. Fancy her doing such a thinglw Mrs. Jamieson does

not épeak to sister-in—law till Peter pateﬁes up the gquarrel.

In "Wives and Daughteré" we have such women as lirs. Gibson
'and EédyN@wmm@r, whé remind Bne very much of Jane}Auétin's'Mrsg'-
Bennet and Iady De Bourgh; Mrs. Gibson is the metchmaking mother
fdrcynthia énd hér Step-daughter”Mbllie. In a differént group
are the Miss Brownings who eve very "Cranfordish". The life of
these women is made up of teas and gassips. Mrs: Hamley is a very

sweet woman - & chronmic invalid who is unable %o join the 1ife of

the distriet. The Charity Ball is the one big event. People of 2ll

(1) The bank failing may be the Bank of Manchester 1842 - a crash
- which inflicted terrible suffering on the shareholders, or the
- failure of the Royal Dantery Bank at Mageclesfield in 1823.



‘3
A
ages ahd classes go to dance., ILady Connor gives a Garden party

every summer in honour of the select ladies of the town, to give them

a chance 1o inspect her industrial school which she sponsors.(l)

(b) The Life of the Men.

Strange to say there were men in these towns,but one reading
"Crenford"™ would hardly believe it. In "Mr. Harrison's Confes-
éions,“"Wivés and Daughters," and "Ruﬁh“:‘we cateh a éliﬁpse of
the 1ives of the men. In Mrs. Gaskell!s early life, the men she
agsociated with were doétéis,parsoﬁs aﬁd squires and thése are the
People she writes of.

We have Mr. Harrison, a young doctor apprenticed to a Mr.
Morgan in.Duncombeﬁa)ihe old doctor tells the young men how he
must dress and conduct himself, and says, "You will find it s
curious statistical fact, but five-sixths éf our householders of
& certain rank in Bunqomhe are women. We have Widoﬁs and old
maids in abundanee; In fact, my dear sir, I believe that you and
I are almost the only‘gentlemam in the placé - Mr. Bullock of course,
éxeepted. By gentlemen, I mesn professional men. It behooves us
to remember,sir, ﬁhat g0 many of the female sex relj upon us for
the kindness and proféction which every man who is worthy of the

(3)
name is always so happy to render."

(1) There is also & profound contrast hade:in “Nevth iand.'Joubh

- between agricultural easy~going south @&mdthe feverish energy
and severe austerity of the North. A.W.Ward says this con-
trast hasmecome an essential part of English life and a theme
fertile in developments -morals, artistic and economiec. Mrs.
Gaskell does Jjustice to both and shows weak spots in hoth

north and south.
(2) "Duncombe” first name that Knutsford appeared in Eiection.

iS) YCranford-" pages 413-414,

- -~
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Poor Mr. Harrison is besieged on all sides by the widows,
old méids, and\motheré with marriageable daughters. He is first
invited to & pionic that Mrs. Bullock is giving in his honour.
She has & marriageable daughter. The pienie is to be held at
gome 0l1d hall in theneighborhood.‘l? Theré were about twenty
,in the party, ranging from & child of fi#e to_ladies of no quest-
ionable age. Miss Caroline who wes thirty, but conéidered by her
sister as a mere babj,-::i who would call London, "Hhe great meé
tropolis™. Sophie and her 1little brothers and sistéis of the
Viearage*were among them. Two chaises and a spring cart carried
the party to the picnic;. They seemed to have amused themselves
boating. The o0ld maids cohtinnally called on ﬁm. Herrison to
attend to their healﬁh. Theye were no end of enterfaiﬁkents and
five of clock teas for the poor young dgctor, but he survived thenm
all ana married Sophie o£ the Vicarage, but not before there was

evidence enough for five breach of promise suits, the evidence all

wunfamiliar to the young msan.

Mr. Gibson in "Wives and Daughters" is an admirable type of
& medical man. He is Willing to answermto the appeal of the sick,
be they rich or foor. He is_able to cope with almost every situ-
ation, be it settling.M&. Coxe, his apprentice, in his regard:.
for his daughter,Mbliy; or'sympathising with Mr. Hamley in his
unfortunate marriage. He seemed to be able to attend the five

o*clock teas and still rétain his masculine characteristics.

(1) That old hall being Tabely Hall.
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The Squire Hamlgris a gruff men who had married a delicately
nurtuie& 70ung wbman of London ~ He seems to have been "naturefs
gentleman in the rough.““ Young mén of the day are seenain Rogér
and Osborne Hamlty. Rogeéfl?waskfond of natural history, and sci-
entific booké. Osborne was a}dreamer and writer of poetry. Both
were sent to a preparatory school, and were to go to Rugby and
Cambridge. Oxford it seems wes distasteful to the Hamleys,.be-
cause Stepheﬁ.ﬂamley, the grandfather, had been pluéke&‘there.

- Roger does very.well at Cambridge and becomes senior wrangler. His
brother, Osborne, being the _older and heir to the Hamley estate;
was expected to do great things. Unfortunately he.barely mzkes a
ress and fails to win a fellowship. His father is heart-broken.

- Osborne comes home badly in debt. Ee~can do nothing to help him-
se1f out of the debt as his education had fitted him to take over
the duties of the heir of the Hamley estate. Education for young
men of that time fitted them véry\well socially, but not as well
prractigally. Roger receives a Research Fellowship and goes off to
explore Africa and becomes a famous scieﬁtist. Mir. Preston, the
overseer of the Cumnor estate is regarded as the "peau ideal" i1l
the truth is.known about him. Miss Phoebe says, ;Besides he\plays
at billiards and he bets at races and some people”do say he keeps
race horses.“sgémr. Harrison had had hopes of keeping a 5porting
horse, but tﬁese'weré frowned upon by Mr, . Morgan.- It'would seem

{1} Roger is said to be Darwin.
(2} "Wives and Daughters, page 516.
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then that these forms of amusement were not well received in the

society of the towns.

Mr. Holbrook and Squire Hamley sare similar characters. Me.
Holbrook refused a letter addressed, "Thomas Hblbrookj “esquire™.

He sent it back and said he was “Thoméé Holbrbok, yeo§a£f~

The home life in “Wives and Daughters,” of the three house -
hdlds'- The Gibsons, Tﬁé Hamleys,; The Cumnérs- is quiet, welly
balanced; They ail three; lead norﬁal lives in their places in
society. Iﬁ "Cranford" and "Mr. Harrison's Confessions" we have
toe many hbmeé that ar;, as if Wefe, "Adsmless Edens™ aﬁd hence
‘;have'to be judged in one, from the}woﬁan‘s stan&poin%, and in the

other, from the man's.

. ﬁutton, Sophie's father, was"@ﬁiet and reserved, almost
absen% atttimes; his peisonal appearance was not striking; but he
was altogether & man you would talk to, with your hat off whenever
you met him.” It was his charaéter that produced this effect,
character thét ﬂe never thought about, but that appeared in every
word, and look and motion."fl)

Mr. Ashton, the vicar in "Wives and Daughters" was sald %o be

& "thoroughly good and kind-hearted men, but one without an original

thought in him; whose habitual courtesy and indolent mind led him

to agree to every opinion not palpablyheterodox and to utter plat-

itudes in the most gentlemanly manmer. Mr, Gibson had once or

/

(1) "Mr. Harrison's Confessions" - pages 418-419.

- —~ N
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twice amused himself by leading the vicar on in his agreeable ad-
missions of arguments as "perfectly convincing”'and of statements
as “curious but undoubted,” $ill h? planted the poor clergyman in
a bog of heretical bewilderment." 2 Mr. Ashton had some private
fortune and lived the life of an indolent and refined bachelor

and was always Willing to be libersl. "Use my purse for those in

want as if it were yours, Gibson" he used to =may.

Rev. Mr. Mountford in "Lady Ludlow," the old hunting parson ®ho
obtained his prreferment through his excellent horseménship,is
tuue to the times. "He was not a bad clergyman, as clergyﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁf
those days. He did not drink, though he liked good eating as much
as anyone. Anéd if any poor rerson was 111, and he heard of it, he
would send them plates from his own dinner, of what he himself
liked best; soﬁetimes of dishes which were almost as bad as poison
to sick people. He meant kindly to evéryone except dissenters,
whom Lady Ludlow and he united in trying to drive out of the
prarish; and ambng diésenters he rarticularly abhorred Methodists-
sokmeone said, because John Wesley had objected to his hunting. But
that must have been long ago for when 1 knew him he was too stout
énd too heavy to hunt; besides, the Bishop of the diocese disapproved
of hunting, and had intimated his disapprobation to the clergy....

He ate s0 much and took so little exercise that it was said he flew

into territble passions with his servants, and the sexton and the

(1) "Wives and Daughters" - pages 41-42.
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clerk. But they none of them minded him much, for he soon came to
himself,pand was sure to make them some‘present or other - some
said in proportion to his anger; S0 that the sexton who was a bit
of a wag ¢ as all sextons are, I think) said that the vicar's
saying, "éhe Devil take you,™ was. worth.a shilling any day, whereas
"The Deuéé," was a shabby sixpenny speech, only fit for s curagéi"
- “There was a good deal of good in Mr. Mountford, too. He ‘
could not bear to see pain, or sorrow, or misery of any'kinﬂ, and
if it came under his notice, he was never easy till he‘had re-
lieved it, for the time at any rate. But he was afraid of being
made uncomfortable; so, if he possibly'could, he would avoid see-
ing anyone who was ill or unhappy; and he did not thank anyone

for telling him about them." (2)

-

But the Mr. Gray whd followed Mr. Mowntford was of a different
stampl He was zealous in all his parish work and would walk miles
in the héat to see a poor bedridden woman. He was anxious to help
his parishioners in every way, and wished toAstarﬁ a Sabbath School
which annoyed Iady Iudlow very much, fof she did not believe in ;;f
edudation of the maéses. My, Gray is said to be the Rev. Willisam |
Turner of New-Castle~on-Tyne who was Mrs. Gaskell‘s guardian for
two years after the death.of her father. Inv1884 he established

the first Sunday School in Newcastle.

(1) Ledy Ludlow - pages 22-23.

fz) ¢, m. ‘Waters - pages 22-23
- &4s spiritual guides there is not much to choose between Henry
Tilney, a Mr. Collins, and B1lifil.," :



(1)

Mr, Benson  the kind-hearted minister who rescued Ruth,and
made of her a fine Christian W?man, may be also & second Reverend
William Turner. A, W. Ward<2‘88ys that in Mr. Benson's talk it
is not impossible to trace a far-off echo of the great;hearted

divine - Frederick D. Maurice.

Mrs. Gaskell at times seeks rather hard on the representatives
of the Church, but it must be owned that the condition of the Church
in the last half of the eighteenth éentury, and the first half of
the nineteenth, was rather bad, one has only to look at the moveQ
ments within the Church itself to know thaf there were abuses, But
she alyays glves us a Mr. Gray and Mr. Benson to offset a Mr . Mount-~
ford.fo? In "North and South", M#. Hale; a high-minded clergymsn,
irresoluté iﬁ small things, ielinquishes his living énd his cleri-
cal work for comscience's sake. There is none of the Mr. Mount-

ford in such & type, though it must be admitted, Mr. Hale was an

extremely selfish men in his demands on his wife,and daughter,margaret.

(1) His Christian name was "Thurston,"™ which was said to be an old
family name of the Hollands.

(2) AJW. Ward - "Introduction to Ruth." - page 23.

(3) "Iady Imdlow" - page 25.

. ~.dr. Mountford left some of nis rroperty to the poor of the
barish to furnish them wi th an annual Christmas dinner of
roast beef and plum pudding, for which he wrote out a very
good receipt in the codicil of his will.
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(2) In the Country:

“Gousin“Phillis"bears the same relation to country life as
Cranford does to town life. lirs. Gaskell gives us an idyllic

picture of rural England in“Cousin Phyllis“ The-scene is laid
at Hope Farm,Heathbridge.Fl; The déily ro&tiné of indoor domes-
ticity aﬁd a éeries of outdoorypictures of corn-harvest following
on hay-paking, ang apple gathering@m.corn—harvest, make up the

background of our little dramae

Paul Mannering, anmenginegr!menggged_in the cqnstructipn of
a2 railroad near Eltham is the narrator. He goes to visit his
mother's cousin who has married a man by fhe name of Holman,
Farmetholman is a farwer-minister who works five days on the
farm wifh his men, and ong the ?g?th visits among his flqck and

breaches tothem on the seventh. . On farm dsys he rises at

(1) 4.W. Ward - Introduction to "Gousin Phillis" - page 14.

- ~ "The Heatherbridge of "Cousin Phillis," is Sandlebridge in
Cheshire, within easy reach of Knutsford, for which Eltham
may be here gupposed to do duty; and the "Hope Farm" is,
with differences, the house owned by drs,.Gaskell's. grand-
father, Mr. Samuel Holland, the home of her mother, familiar
%0 herself for many: years,”

(2) Mrs. E. Chadwick - "Haunts Homes snd Stories" - page 75,
-PThe originals of the farmer-minister are undoubtedly the
novelist*s grandfather and her own father. In the eighteenth
and nineteenth century dissenting ministers often combined
breaching with some other occupation or profession. Many were
school-masters or private tutors or chemists.™

-
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three o' clock ; "He has his private exercises in his own room;

he always rings thg great be;l which calls the men to milking;‘
,;he rouses up Betty, the maid; as oftenvas‘not h¢Hgives_the horses
their feed hefore the man is gp‘; for‘Jem;‘Whgmtakgg care Qf ﬁhe
‘horses,}is an 0ld man and ‘Holman is_loéth to}disturb ‘himg he looks
at the calves, and the shoulders, heels traces, chaff and corn
before the horses g0 afield- he has often to whlp—cord the plough-
whips......,..And if hg has_a bit of time to spare he‘comes in
and reads with his daughter, but only English; they keep Latin )
ior the evenings tha?}they may have timevto enjoy it; and them he
calls in the men to breakfest......and by that time it is half
bast six, and they have their own breakfast,(l)

The dey's work in the field is closed by singing = psalm.
fﬂqlmén ;iftéaﬂhislgpaQe>in his hand,'and began to beat time with
»it;'the $ch1ab0urers seemed.to know both words and music, and
also did PhillisQ"(z)

On his way to the house hé.quoﬁes Iatin to his. guest,Paul,
and remarks how wonderful it is, that Virgil has hit exactly the
enduring epithets nearly two hundred years ago in Italy, that
describes what is now lying before them in the parish of ﬁeather-

bridge.

When Holmen reaches the house the first thing he says,

"Whe' se the miséus“? Mipg, Holman appears and he proceeds to tell

(1) "Cousin Phillis" page 14
(2) ® " " 15,



her the day's happenings. He leaves to make himself "reverend"

and returns to the tea with a "voluminous white muslin neckcloth’
and one or two unimportant changes in his ﬂress. Paul and he go
to the 1ibrary where are books on old’dlvinlty,_farrlery, farming,
manures, Virgil, Caesar, Greek Srammar.‘l) Around the walls were
papers on Which weTe special prayers and 1nterce331ons-"Mbnday
for his family, Tuesday for enemies.......Sunday for all wanderers

(2)
and simmers that they mightAbe brought home to the folg." The

'gvening_meal makes a delightful piature. The fam;ly eat in one
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room sgrved by the faithful Betty. The door adjoining the servant's

quarters is left open that there may be talk back and forth. |
Affer the supper comes that delightful description'of‘famiiy'wpr-
Ship. Naot only does Farmer quman pray for the cattle and live

- creatures at evening”exercise’] but while still on his knees, he

orders dJohn to see that the sick cow has her warm mash.

The kindliness of Holman is shown at times when he suddenly

changes the subject of éome Latin topic that he and his daughter

© Phillis, are discussing to one which his wife would be able to

understand. lirs. Holmsn is & kind, sweet,domesticated soul, who
mothers Ehiliis,tpei; only ahild._ Phiilis is a most amazing
character. A4t onemtimeywelsee hex paring spples and ppring”over
Dante's "Inferno” in the original. At another time she takes
faul out with her to feed the fluffy little chicks. Again we see
(l) M&s. E. Chadwick - "Haunts Homes and Stories™ page 75.

- The books mentioned are to be found at Sandbridge.
(2) "Cousin Phillis." page 22.
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he: helping her father in tﬁe hay;fieldvget?ing‘the hay under
gover before rain. She_can pore over surveying instruments with
her father and yet play w;th Bolls her dog. ©She has & marvellous
‘physique, tall straight with very white skin.

The whole charm of the story is s homelyrpne“with thers;ngle
exception of Holdsworth who is the,head engineer in_the railroad
construction, which Paul is connected with. "Holdsworﬁhwis
brought by Eaulth'Hope Fa:mﬂto convalesce aftgr low feve:. He
-falls in ;ove with Ehillis, but is called away‘to make a railroad
inVCanada,‘%Lfore he has time %o ﬁell Phillis of his love or even
to bid them &2ll goo@bye. Phillis pines and Paul hsars at church
of her decline in healthvﬁhich her mother attributes to a cdld€2)
Paul’hoping to cheer Ehillis up tells her that ledsworth had hoped
‘to tell her of his iove,r This restores her to heajth. Paul is
worried at the diéc;osure of Holdsworth's secret. :The.blow falls
when they receive news Qf(Holdsworﬁh's marriage‘to»a Exench Canad-
ian girl in Gana&a._ Farmer Holman has all along suspected what
is worrying Phillis, gnd téxes Paulvon the question. Paul denies
vthat Hbldsworth.has_evgr fold Pnillis of his love. Phillis comes
in and upholds Paul,}anﬁ then falls down in a faint. ©She has brain
fever. Phillis is %ery i11 for a long time. The homely sympathy
of Betty and the neighbors is well portrayed.A

(1) This railrosd is evidently the Canadian Pacific railroad.
(2) This scene at the church, the groups of people talking is very

- natural.

{3) Hrs. Gaskell seems to be very fond of “brain-fever - Belling-

.~ ham'in "Ruth“'suddenly falls down with it too, though having no
medical cause for it. AT
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"Gousin Phillis" and "Cranford"” have to be read in the f«ll

to appreciate clearly the genius behind them.

(2) Servants; |

, Mrs. Gaskellvis famous for her portrayel of servants. ‘She
hexself was invaluable ferutr&ining'young gir}s into reaﬂ,goed
demestics, and_her pmp;le_in this 1ine were much»sought afteriby
anxipus housewives. ) Mrs. Gaskell knew how to portray the falth-
fulness ef'Martha- Miss:Matty's maid who declared when she learned
that Miss Matty § money was 1ost - “Iam not going to leave Miss
Matty, No, not.lf she gives me warnlng every houx in the day."(l)
And_who can ierget'the "110# eouehant* pudding with the blaek
currant eyes, provided by Martha, when Miss Matty felt she could
not afford "a sweet."? How when the pudding was placed before -
her, she could not flnd words for thanks but could only press the
hsnd of her ma;d-and at last she sala,"Iwould,like’to keep this
pudding_under a glass shade my dear! end how her guests laughed
to keep from weeping.

Dizon i? ;North and South" is aleo another Martha-"There are
2) ) , : ,

three"people I love,it's Missus,Mester ¥rederick, and her{Margaret)

Just them three. Theat's all. The rest hekhanged,-for I don't
know what they®*re in the world for. Master was horn,‘l suppose,
to marry Miesus. If I thought he loved herrproperly,>1 might get
to love hig inf#ime. But X should ha' made a deal more on her,

(1) :
(2) "North and Sou‘th“ ~ page 154




and not been always reading, thinking and thinking. See what it

has brought him to. liany a one who never reads nor thinks either,

gets to be Rector and Dean, and what~not; and I daresay master
might, if he'd just,miﬁded Missus, and let the weary reading and
thinking alone. "There she goes" (lopking out the window and see;
ing Marga:et Hale going down the street) her cldthes look shabby
to what they did when she came to Eelstone a year ago.‘ Then she
hadn't so much &s & darned stockin?lor 8 cleaned pw.r of gloves

in 8ll her wardrobe. AnG NOW eeeded

Betty of "Cousin Phillis" is a strong sonsiemaid of all
workis. She is able to helvaarmer Holman in the field, and Mrs.
Holmen in the household tasks. She alone was able to bring
~’Phlllls to the true state of her selflshness in trying to die of’
& broken heart -"Now, Phillis" said she, Soming up to the sofa;
"we ha' done a' we can for you, and the doctors have déne a' they
can for you, and I think the‘Lo;d hag done 'a'He can_for you,gnd
ﬁore than you deserve, too, if you donﬂt do s6mething for yoﬁ;e
self. If I were ydu, I'd_riée up and snuff the moon, sooner than
‘break yéurvfather's and your kother's heart with Watching‘and
waiting till it pleases you to fight your own way back to cheer-

fulness. There, I never favoured long preaching, snd I have said
‘ (2) | |
my say."

(1) "North and South™ =~ page 154
(2) "Cousin Phillis" - page 108




We must not forget Sally in YRuth," who,excepting John
Rawson who was shut up in the mad;househfor the next week,
never had what you mey call a downright offer of marriage but
once. Sally tells the story. "Master Dixon offered to marry
me and said he had & "pig as wouid be reédy for killing soon®
and I might have married him . The pig was a temptation;l‘&
a reéeipt for curing hams, as Miss Faith would never let me”
try, saying the ol& way were good enough. Howéver 1 resisted,
1 were very stern, because I felt myself wavering. ‘“Master

‘Dixon once for &ll, plg or 1o pig I'1l not marry you."

Sally was greatly attached to the Benson family. When
they wished to raise her wages she refused atl first to allow it.
She took the increase, put it in the bank and willed it to the
Bensons. She has the 1arges£ heart of any of Mrs. Gaskel;‘s

maias of all work.

(4) Education of Middle Class Girls;

_ Girls seem to have been educated in their homes by means of
8 governess. Molly had her Miss Eyre and the Cumnors had their
Clare. In"Lady TLudlow'we have a boarding school portrayed which
was simiiar“to the one Elizabeth Gaskell attended at Avon~Bank.
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The idea of education for girls seems to have been very
swperficial. Girls were given lists of Greek gods and English
kings to memorize. There was no attempt to train the mind.

The education was well enough foi the‘times,for woman was not
expected ever to earn her living with her brains, mod even in
cagse of the governesses. The education of the middle class
girl was mﬁch more practicél‘than that of the_society girl.

The Ledies' Seminary in Granford was said to have giﬁen "aj
solid Engiish education in fency wofk and the use of the globgé."

Mr. Gibson was probably a very sane and sensible man of his
times, yet note his conversation with Miss Eyre, the new govern-

ess for Molly -~

"Don't teach kolly ﬁoo much; she must sew, and read and
write and do her sums; but I want to keep her a child; and if I
find more learning desirable for her, I'1ll see about giving it
~to her myself. After 2ll, I'm not suié that reading or writing
is necessary. Meny a good waman gets ma:riéd with only a cross
instead of & name; it*s rather a diluting of mother-wit, to my
fancy; but, however, ﬁe must yield to the prejudices of society,
- Miss Eyre, and so0 you may teach the child to read.“(z)

Miss Eyre taught Molly 4o read and write but tried honestly

to keep her back in every other branch of education. "It was

(1) "Cranford”- page 157 -"As to the branches.......to teach.

(2} "ives and Daughters” - page 3b5.




only by fighting and_struggling'haﬁd, that Molly persuaded:-her
()
father to let her have French and drawing-lessons.
the Avon-Bank School which is said to be that in "Iady Iudlow"
was conducted on advanced methods and included deportméht and

correct etiquette in accordance with viewson education of that

period.

Nrs. Medlicott taught sewing. She, it was who they said,
could take & piece of French cambric, and by drawing out some
threads and working in‘others, it became a delicate lace in a

(2)

very few hours.
(3)
Here was their library for week~day reading:
Mr. Addison*s "Spectatot.”
"Sturm® s Reflections” - in translation.
Mrs. Ohapone’s,Lettefs.‘
Dr. GregoryféfAdvice to Young Ladies."

They also seemed t0 have been given & course in pharmacy.

?Theré was no doctor for many miles round, and with Mrs. Medli-
Bétt to direct'us, and Dr. Buchasnan to go by for recipes, we

sent out kany a bottle 6f physic---which ? dare®HMas as good as
(4 ‘
what comes out of the druggist*s shop, - Fhey labelled their

{1) "Wives and Daughters." - page 35. "The Masters who visited .
~such & town a&s Hollinford forty years agd were mo such grea

( proficients in ftheir arts.”

2) "Lady Ludlow" - page 26

(3) “"Lady Ludlow" -~ page 27.

&) L. - R



bottles which helped to meke them look very mysterious. They
also made bread pills which were wonderful in their cure for

insomnie. “% ?hink ours was what we call homeopathic practice
-(1

now-g-days.". Domestic science was alsac one of their studies.

"Then we learned to make 21l the cakes snd dishes of the

seasoh in the still—réom. »We had plum-porridge and mince pies

at Christmas, fritters and péncakes on Shrove Tuesday, furmenty |

oy Mothering Sunday, violet cakes in Passion Wéék, three corner-
ed cakes on Trinity Sunday and so on through the year; all made
from good o0ld Church receipts, handed down from one of my lady's

earliest Protestant ancestresses."(2)

In "My French Master" - Goldsmith‘s"History of quland?
”Bollins; "Aﬁcient Histor&? Lindley Mnirayﬂs Zatin Grammar and
ﬁleniy of Nsewing ahd stit;hing were taughf. They had a
Prench Master, M.de Chalabre, who taught them French. Girls
élso were taught dencing - "Once a week Molly joined a8 dancing
cless in the Assembly-room.;t the principal inn in the town,
the “Gumnor'Armsﬁ(Z)

~

"Lady Ludlow" - page 28
- i 28
"fiver and Daughters“ - page 35.

-

vi—tv

(1
(2).
(5



(5) Reading of the Day;

"he annual cést of a daily paper to a subscriher was in
1818 teﬁ pounds, and even the well-to-do combined to reduce the
expense. Agents circulated them .at one pemny an hour, and when
they were a "few days old " they were sent to provincial towns
and through ihe country atﬁreduced prices......In 1835 the chief
London dsilies were the "Times," "Morning Chronicle," fhe "Stand-
érdﬁ,(an evening paper $411 185%)ﬁ"G10be," "John Buli," “M@rning
Post." "The Gouriexr” no longer held the ﬁoéition as aﬁ évening
paper; Wﬁich it had kept during the war with & daily circulation
of ten thousand." (1)

There had been a tax put on newspapers partly to raise
money; but also to keep periodical literature "for the moneyed
classes, and out of the hands of those who, writing for the
poor,it might pander to the democratic and revolutionary fancies
of the populage.. |

¥
It is no wonder then that we find Mrs. Jamieson, Miss Pole

and Miss Jenkyns being equal subscribers to the "St. James'
Chronicleﬁ - Mrs. Jemieson in right of her honourableness always

had the reading of it first.

Squire Hamley reads "an old-established Tory journal, with
all the locai and country'news which was most interesting to

him; the oth?r the “Mbrningvehronicle“ which he called his dose
: 3) - -
of bitters."

(1) Traill - "Social England" Vol.VI  pages 440-441
( 2) i 1 . 114 i 11 " 131 440

(3) "Wives and Daughters" - - page T7.
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Mys, #emans and Tennyson were the favourite poets. Ue
fihd Mblly;reading‘Scétt‘s "Bride of Lemmermoor and Lady Harriet
offers to lend her some Bf ﬁdgeworth‘é stories. Gaﬁtaianrown
was very fond of raading'?ickwick ?aﬁers"which disgusted Miss
Jenkyns because they came out in instalments not to be compared

with Dr. Johnson.

Games;
In Cranford a2t an evening party we find them playing
vpreference”and "Oribbage™. At Mrs. Jamieson®s party they played

ﬁOmbre“ ana*“Quaérille". “

In "Ruth"- Mr. Bellingham asks Ruth if she can play "ecarte”
or "pioqﬁet" ér whisf,ﬁut all Ruth can play is "beggar mynneigir‘

bor.”

-

At Miss Tompkin®*s party the guests were asked to play &

silly game called "questions.”

-~
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VI
MRS. GASKELL'S PORTRAYAL OF ENGLISH FIRELIGH?T.

(a) Short Stories:

o This phase of her work is best illustrated from the num-
erous’short stories and articles which she wrote. It is

said that lrs. Gsskell as s sohool girl at Avon-Bank used to
entertain hei girls friends with sfo:ies, especially ghost
stories. The centre of the home life of the time was the
hearth. The thle family gathered around, the daughters and
mothers doing their fancy work while the father or son read from

periodicals,,probably "Household Words" or "All the Year Round."

Mrs. Gaskell must have read her stories to her family be-
fore she sent them away +to her publisher. Most of her stories
of this type are very gloomy aﬁd sad. One volume of storieé
which shé called "Round the Sofa" includes six tales, ail of
which except the %irst, "Tady Luélow“, are anything but cheer-

ful.

"Lady Iudlow” reminds one of such an entreaty as,"Mbther,
tell ﬁs abott wheﬁ you were & little girl.™ The requést is
granted and we have an écconnt of Mrs. Gaskell‘s school days
at Stratford-on-Avon, an account which cannot ﬂe said to have
& real beginning, a middle or ending. 1In the middle of this

comes the story of Clement de Crequy -~ éne of the many victims
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of the French Revolution.

The next story was one of intolerance which was Mrs. Gas-
kell's great aversion. She was broadminded and charitable to
otheis and could always place herself in the position of others
holding different views. Bigotry she abhorred and as a Uni-

tarian she knew something of narrow-mi?ded.pagpbe’s intolerance
(1
towards those who were not orthodox.

In "An-Accursed Race" Mrs. Gaskell is in her element when
trying to show that there was no case against this so called

leprous race of Cagots, and she begins by driving homs the in-
(2)
tolerance amongst 21l rsces.. . The story probably goes back

to the fifteenth century and is likely founded on the account
given.in"Histdire des Races Mandates de la France d‘Espagnef

(1) Mrs, E. Chadwick -"Haunts Hokes and Stories" - page 310.
"In one of her letters she refers to the kindness of a
family of the name of Kennet, who were neighbors of the
Stevensons in Beaufort Row, Ghelsea, and she mentions the
sole remaining member of this family, Fanny Kennet, who
had been dreadfully shocked to hear that Elizabeth Steven-
son had married & Unitarian minister.

When Charlotte Bronte was staying with the Gaskells, she
-refused to accompany them to their own place of worship at.
Cross Street on the Sunday, preferring to go alone to the
nearest parish church,"All Saints.”

Ellen Nussey when a visditor at Plymouth Grove had the same
prejudice,and acted in the same manner."

- {2) "Lady Ludlow" volume.” page 218. "fe have our prejudlces in
- England.....v.eeee.ees.o8Xporience.towards them.




whe next story, "Poor Clare", 1is supposed to be read by

Signoi Sperano. The scene is 1aid in North -eastern Iancashire,
s wild district and said to be the least known in all Epgland,
and the most Gatholic. "It was the home proper, of the Lan- .
cashire witches of Elizabéfhﬁs days and in the days 1o which the
historiographer of the “PoorJ01are“ looks back. Jacobitism '
largely prevailed here,ﬁés it did in so many parté of Lancashigié
No.locality could therefore have heen more appropriateiy chosen -
for a sﬁory in which "faith, superstition, bitter hatred’and
passionate devotion a;e antithetically‘mixed ingredienté.gz}
Bridget Fitzgerald, the unhappy‘mother whose mysterious sin with
its won@érful expiation is the real theme of this tragic tale,

is Irish born and dies as Sister Magdalen in the Antwerp convent
of the Poor Clares.fzi The idea of & double self, dual person-
ality is in thisstory. ‘"In the great mirror opposite I saw
myself, and right behind,aénother wicked, fearful self,iéo like
me that my soul seemed to quiver within me, as though, not know-

ing to which similitude of body it belonged. My father saw my

(1) Mrs. E, Chadwick - "Haunts, Homes and Stories, page 316.

(2) &. W. Ward - "Introduction to"Iady Iudlow"Volum page 20.

(' 5) A .VJ . V{ard - i1 i i 114 ) 31 - w . 11 1t

_ "The Poor Clares, second Order of-5%t. Francis,-called-the.
Povere Douné.......mach of the severity of the rule is main-
tained.. There is a community at Levenshulme, not far from
Plymouth Grove, Manchester, which may have suggested t& Mrs.
Gaskell the form given by her to the final episode of her
story.”

-



Double. "I saw behind her another figure - a ghastly resembzance
éomplete Eh likeness so far as form and feature and minutest
touch of dress could go, but with a loathsome demon soul looking
out of the grey eyes that were in turns‘mocking and vbluptuous...
I put out my hand to cluteh 1it. I grasped nothing but empty
éir, and my whole blood curdled to‘ice.gl)
"The Doom of the Griffiths" was a story Whlch.resulted from
& Welsh holiday "I have always been much interested in the
traditions which are ‘scattered up and down North Wales, reiating
to Owen Glendowerfz? One of the traditions is the old family
prophecy which gives the title to this tale. The stpry centres
- 8round the fulfilment of a curse in the ninth generation. "It
is a homely OEdipodean tragedy of half;conscious crime and ﬁde
unutterable.ésp There is a graphic déscription of the struggle

r in the water when Owen, the son of the ninth generation realizes

that the awful doom was present and the curse was upon him.

| (4)
"Half a Life Time" is a story of the Lake District. = Susan,

the héroine, iived witﬁ her father, mother.and a brother, ten
Years younger. The mother takes sick and Susan promises her

Aying mother she will tske care of "Lile Will."™  Then follows

(1) "Poor Clare." ©page 362. '
(2)"."The "Doom of the Griffiths." Volume V. page 236.
(8)-A. W, Ward - gntroduction to-Volume V. page 1l4.

(4) Here Mrs. Gaskell met Wordsworth, Ruskin, Arnold,Forster,
S Eroude and Ghmrlotte Bronte.
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the giving up of her lover, the devotlon to "ILile Will™ and the
lonely life after his death. She finds in the snow, the long
lost lover, who is now the nusband of another. All the listen-
ers at the fireside will never forget the passage that begins,

., Oh, Godl ‘0' help, and how the brave woﬁan struggled through the
snow. ‘"She lowered her lantern; there lay @ man, prone on his
face, nearly covered by the fast-falling flakes."” She succeeds
in carrying her burden to the farnm kitchen where ‘she recognizes
him as Michael Hurst, her old lover. With infinite care she

seeks to bring him back to consciousness. "Byrom time to time

she berb over the fdee afresh; sick, and fain to believe that
the fllcker of the firelight was some slight convulsive motion.

- But the dlm,sﬁarlng eyes struck chill to ‘her neart. = The stqry
has a characteristic and peautiful ending. Susan tekes the wife
~and children of her lost lover and briﬁgs them to her farm to
live, and there £411 uvp ““me haunted hearth with liV1ng forms $hat
should banish the ‘ghosts.” fZ? And go it fell out that ﬁ?g)latter

dsys of Susan Dixon's 1ifé were better than the former."

The last of the_“Round the Sofa’ tales" is another adventure
in the Féils in Which.as in "The Nurse's Story," a snow. storm
plays this time a “tragic part "The Half Brothers is the

story of a lad, ill-used and not unaerstood who comes 1nto his own

(1) "Half a Lifetime" - Iady Iudlow Volume, page8522 -32%
(2) Mrs. E. Chadwick-- “Haun$$ Homes and Stories,” - page %15.
(5) ngalf a Lifetime"- -Fady Ludlow Yolume.- page-327.
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at the expense of his l1life, The tale is sad; the father was
reproached for his unkindness fowards the boy by his dog,"lLassie”
who would shrink away from him any time he tried to strokéyher.
_This story is said to be endeared to those best acquainted with
fhe heights and depths of Mrs. Gaskell's nature, because it seems
to typify the spirit of self-sacrifiaa that pervaaed her life.

It illustrates a famous passage in Thomas 8 Kbmpis Which she was
accustomed to cite with peculiar solemnity - the passage begin-
ning, "That which pleaseth.others shall go well forward, that
which ﬁieaseth thee shall not speed." "Herself, a strangér.to
the passion of envy - like the sisteé aﬁ fury of jealousy, one
of the chief enemies of human happiness, she knew what it meant
to recognisze %X? approach, and to set a firm foot on the mon-

strous neck.".

The theme of "The Manchestér Marriage" is best known to us
as the story of “Eﬁbch Arden," yet Nrs. Gaskell' s stéry was pub=~
lished in 1859 in the Christmas Number of "Household Words", snd
Tennysont s poem was published in 1864. This situation‘of fhe
iong 105% husband returning to find his Wife mariieﬁ to another
" men believing her first husband dead, must have happened a few
times. In those days mény a ship was lost to England for years,
and an océasional one of its crew would return to tell of years
spent perhaps among savages. This story is &aid tdAbe‘founded

on actual facts commected with a Manchester family. The names

(1) A.W. Ward - "Introduction to Volume V. - page 21.



o (1)
"Chadwick, Openshaw and Wilson sre well known in Manchester,

ﬁer baper also on "Disappearances" reminds us that Mrs. Gaskell!s
Brother, John Stevéﬁson; a 1ieute£ant in the merchant service, ’
disappearéd mysteriously at sea in 182%7. Unlike Peter of "Cran-
ford" and Frederick of "North and South”, John Stevenson néver

returned and the myster& of his death rémained unsolved.

"The Well of Pen-Merfa" was suggested by what she had hesrd
on ai#isit near Wales in tﬁe earlier dourse of her marriage and
like all her other Welsh stories it is sad. It is a tale of
NSst Gwynn, a beautiful Welsh girl, who falls and breaks her hip
at the Well of Pen-Morfa. Forsaken by her lover,‘when he 1earns
that she will be a cripple for life, and shocked by the death of
her mother, she loses her faith in mankind. Through her csare
of Mary Willisms, & half-witted womaen, she is restored to her
faith end dies at the Well of Pen-~liorfa where she had lost love,

hope, and her bright, glad youth.

The story of the "Crooked Branch" opeﬁs with the simple WOO=
ing of Hester Rose by ﬁathan Huntroyd: The couple are married
and have one son who becomes ﬁheir idol. 'They give him a good
education end try to make him superior to fhe 1ife'of a farmer.

- He goes to London, squanders the 0ld couple's money, comes back
énd is almoét saved. He leaves them once_mére and returns with

his accomplicesand tries to get them to murder his parents and

(1) Mrs. E. Chadwick - Haunts, Homes and Stories™ -~ page 356

g8




steal their last bit of money. The morning of the trial of the
would~be murderers comes and the old farmer and his wife have to
give evidence against their only child. ‘Ythe father when his wife
has broken down under the lawyer's questions ssys to the judge,
"My Lord Judge, & women bare ye,»I reckon;it's a cruel shame to
éervé a mdther so. It wur? mycsoh, ny only éhild, as called out
for us t?gpen the doér andrwho shouted out for to hold th'owd
woman® 8 fhroat if she did na stop her noise, when hoo'd féin ha'
cried"fér her niece to helb.hﬁ? &nd now yo*ve the tru%h and a‘’ “
the truth, and I'1l leave you to th'judgmeﬁt of God for th‘way
y*ore gettin at it.“Fl? And the stoiy ends "before night tﬁe (2]

mbther was strickenhwith parslysis and lay én her death bed.®

The readers of "All the Year Round” must have followed with
interést the pabits of A Dark Night‘s.W6rk? A story of a man
named #ilkins, an éttofney by profession, who after the death of
his wife devotes his life to his daughter, Ellinor, and "aping
the mode of life and amusements of the landed gentry™ a ﬁan by
the name of Dunster is engaged to look after his cliéﬁts‘under
his supervision which leaves Wilkins time to pursue his hunting.
Dunster is a second "Urish Heap", though much more suhtly drawn.
Wilkins in s fit of passion knocks Dunster down and kills him.

Ellinor, and the faithful menservant,Dixon, assist her father

to bury the body in the shrubbery. A railroad comes through the _

(1) ™Crooked Branch® - Volume VII - page 258
(2) . " ou ) n ", " ]

~ - ES
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estate meny years after the father's death and the shrubbery has
to be dug up. The remains of Dunéter are revealed and Dixon is
convicted on the evidence of a fleam, bearing his name, being
found on the body. Zllinor reveals her father*s part in the crime

(1)

and Dixon is released..

Weurious if True" is & little introduction into fairyland

where you meet and talk with Bluebeard, Jack the Glant Killer and
+the Sleeping Beauty.' The whole tale has an air of reality which

just makes you feel it might be true.

We can now turn from the realm of fairies to real life in
"Right at Last". Margaret Fraser had married a struggling young
éhysician,.br.nBrown. All goes well %ill Crawford, the manserv-
ant, blackméils his master. It turns out that Dr. Brown!s father
hed been a noted forger. The‘doctor and his loyal littlé wife
refused to be blackmailed - Craewford told everyone that Doctor
.Brown, the rising young physiéian, was the son of the notorious.
Brown, the forger. ¢rawford had to suffer a severe sentence.
The Browns hed to move to poorer quarters and the physician»had ‘
to work up a new practice. "People did say that Margaret'had
been seen, in those worst ﬁiﬁes,'on her hands and her knees clean-
(2) '
ing her own doorstep’ - yet they lived happily ever after.
{1) This story appeared as a serial in “All the Yesr Round" Janu-
.. ary 24, 1863 to March 21,1863, and was published in book form
with four illustrations By Du Maurier in the following Lpril.
(2] A.W. Ward - volume VII,page 27. This cleaning of doorsteps
. . appears to have been borrowed from the actual experience of a
. well<known Edinburgh lady. This high-minded wife had encour-
aged her husband as an sdvocate to plead the cause of one on
whom the powers that were looked askance, and when he was here—
upon suddenly involved in professional ruin, she, who had been &N

admired beauty of Edinburgh ball-rooms did not scruple to be- .
come her own housemaid.” A
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"The Grey Woman" is a gruesome story of the time when the
"Ghau%feurs", a bandmof brigands and cut-throats, roamed in the
éhinelands.~ A young girl marries the leader of the "Chauffeurs®
and when the secret of her husband's life is revealed‘to her she
and her maid flee. Her husband puisues,bent on vengeance. Her
escape from himvand the terror she endured changed her appearsnce

so much that she was known as the "grey womsn."

We now turn to "Six Weeks at Heppenheim"™, which is a cheer-
ful little story teliing of the 10%9 of Theléa and her faithful
master. The story is interspersed With’the rules of the vine-
yard and marriage customs of the locality. The scene is laid
1n the very heart of the genial wine country bf the ﬁpper Rhine.
"The Cumberland sheep-shearers"” gives us an interesting and vivid
éescription of sheep—shearing.- Mrs. Gaskell had the happy knack
of finding out the why and wherefore of every strange custom.

She visited France and from her conversation with the people she

gave us "The Traits and Stories of the French Hugenots."

"The Nurse's Story" would be read in the Christmas number,
for iﬁ thosé da&s they %hought a ghost story or two was: necessary
in front of a Yule log. It is a good ghost story with all the
essentials of a horror talé - pictures turned towards the wall,

a noise as if someone were playing on the great organ in the hsll,
booming and swelling away% a little girl mysteriously disappears

on & clear cold moonlight night to be fougd'undei a holly tree



asleep. The very atmosphere of the story would make %ts hear-

ers glad of the warmth and light of the hearth. Could the other

two fragments of "Ghost Stories™ have been printed t?ey would o
(1

‘have drawn closer to the fire wﬁen they were read.

"Morton Hall" and"Crowley Castle" were stories connected

with the traditioﬁs su;rounding éachi@ﬁese two places. Morton

Hall is an old Hall in the vicinity of Knutsford. It tells
ébout the histoiy of the Hall, how it had been confiscated undei
the Commonwealth and how ét the Restoration, iSir John Mbrtbn,the
owner returns to find it in the possession of Aliée Carr, & niece
of General Monk. Sir John marries Alice but her "psalm Singlng“
annoys him and he leaves and returns to find her preparing a
feast for her Puritan friends. He closes the Hall up and takes
her to London,Supposedly mad. -She dies. The-Hall is reopened
by another.squire Morton, whose son squanders his fortune and the

Hall is left. The next occupants sre the sisters of General

Mbrton in India, who was a distant cousin of the original old

Sir John. :The gisters have in their care a niece who grows up
and marries a man by the name of Carr who was related to Alice

Carr, the wife of old Sir. John.

"The Moorland Cottage" was designed, Ivam sure, for family
reading. It is the storyaof Maggie, (who is later to appear in
George Eliétt‘s"Mill on the Eloss“)'who sacrifices herself at
(1) A. W. Ward includes in Volume VII the fragments of two Ghost

Stories which were found in Mrs. Gaskell's papers, and were
not known to have ever heen printed. :



every turn for her brother and Mother. laggie however receives

her reward on this earth and marries her lover, Edward Buxton.

"The Sexton's Hero" is an incident which happened in the
treacherous sandé along Morecambe Bay. "People who get their
living by following the sands hardly ever“die in their beds."

Mrs., Gaskell makes the fearful dangers of that crogsing real:

"The Squire's Story" is supposed to be & true story of Hig~
gins, the noted highwayman of Knutsford. 'Yhe story is founded on
facts that were handed down from one generation to another. The

boys of the fireside must have enjoyed this.

“"Christmas Storm and Sunshine"™ is a story that Difkens him-
self ﬁight have written with Tiny éim?s ending "God Eless every-
body." | )

Two stories that the little children would enjoy before
beingﬁtucked in" are "Bessy's Troubles at Home" and "Hand and
Heart” . They both teach in s pleasant way s lesson on sacrifice
and kin&ness. 4n article on "Company Menners" would fit in nice-
ly as & chapter in a hook "TheNSuccessful Hostéss.“ This article
is a review of society-an&ﬂWays'of entertaining guésts. It makes
you feel that a Mid-Victorien evening could not have been‘as dull

as we have been taught to believe.

"Modern Greek Songs" is an article on Fauriel's celebrated

book QChants Populaires de la Grece Mbderneﬁ whichfappeared dn



two volumeés in 1824. Mrs. Gaskell singles out the songs of the
Eagter celebration, of marriage, of death, that is "myreologia,"
of the Klephts, of "Paneghyres,” which closely reseﬁble’ wakes in
England; Thenwogﬁ?%gkes interésting reading. Another article on
"An Italien Institution" appeared in “All the Year Round"” telling
ébouf the "Camorra™ whi&ch was & systém of blackmail, = éystem-
which seemé to havé rrotected brigands, and in turn protected
}those whose duty it was to suppress. It mast have been a pecul-
ier institution and one which Italians would be glad to see the

last of.

"Lois the Witch" is another story of intolerance and ignor-
ance.k' A beautiful ﬁnglish girl is burned as a witch in one of
the New England States. Mrs. Gaskell makes use of the public
recantation of Judge Sewall'in the South Meeting House at Boston
and also incorpdrates in he% story the actual published state -

(1)

ment made by the Salem jurors.

"The Shah's English Gardener" is a bright 1little paper.

-

One can see that the stories men%ioned above must have been
thoroughly enjoped within the bosom: of the family. The range
of their theme from "the cloud-laden spheres of trageay and weird
mystery to the gentlé tranquillity of the domestic idyll,” would
suit everybody. Nor is one peribd adhered to for the chéracters

(1)"Cousin Phillis" Volume. "Lois the Witch", pages 206 -207.
~"We whose names are undersigned..cceeceseeecs..f0r the land.”



are gathered in from the past and the present and the scenes are
184id in the"remote mountain valleys of Wales and Iancashire, in
the troubleé streets of revolutionary Paris and in the green se -

(1)
clusion of rural England..

(b) _ylvia‘s Lovers:

We now tufn to Sy1V1a s Lovers, & story which would delight
0ld and young at the fireside. The early years of the French
Revolution, were Jjust far enough éway in the minds of the read-
ing public, to be fascinating. A1l the glamour and adventure
that went with, ”whaling,“ and -the "pressgeng,” would interest
the boys. The falthful portrayal of 1life in Whltby in the
eighteenth cenﬁury would delight the older folk. For Monkshaven,
the scene of the story, was really Whitby, now one of the favor-
ite sea-bathing places in England. The nérth—eastern coast of
- England is said to be the wildest around this point. Some have
called this story a séa—scape. Mrs. Gaskell never allows us

to forget that at Monkshaven the sea is sver with us.

The Yorkshire dialefit would make delightful reading, soft-
and mﬁsical_to the ear. Charlie Kinraid, "the specksioneer!
a harpooner in a whaling ship, Was‘a hero just to a boy's liking,-

daring, brave and very adventurous.

(1) A.W. Ward - "Introduction o Tolume ¥, page 1l.
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Mrs. Gaskell took great pains to have all the details cor -
rect."A . ..visit +to the secluded resort of Ramsey, in the Isle of
Man and the long "fobkfsle" yarns of an o0ld sailor who took her
and her eldest daﬁghfér oﬁ a rowing expedition along the coast,
gaused Mrs. Gaskell's mind to revert to the long-cherished pro-
ject of a story of the sea."(l)

The next summer at Whiﬁby she made friends among the older
generétion. Prom them she ohtained the fragments'of a faithful

- drama which supplied the framework of "Sylvia's ILovers." She

read all she could about"whale-fishing" and the t"p:t."ressgérlg."

The history of the "Press™ is most puzzling. It appears to
be a methoﬁ that the Royéi Nav§ had used for obtaining recruits.
The navy was supplied at that time, for the most part,‘by youths
énd men p;essed into service, in the large majority of casés,
against their will and at times by the use of utmost vidlence.
A1l eligible men of seafaring habits between the ages of eighteen
and fifty-five were liable to impressment except harpooners in
whaling-ships and fishermen afloat, and "a proportion of seamen
in each collier." "Sailors in merchantmen were in no wise exempt,
nor‘Sailors in pfivéteérs."  This method of obtaining recruits

“could not be popular. “Thé mufiny of the fleet at the Nore in

1797, which startled Enéiand and which was a great national crisis,

{1) Thomas Seccombe, "The Bookman" September 1910. Vol.38,page 237.
. "Elizebeth Cleghorn. Gaskell.™
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could not be a matter of great surprise to the thoughtful people
who were acquainted with the treatment meted out to impressed

(1)
sailors by the naval authorities.”.
" Mrs. Gaskell was most careful in her records. She consulted
one of the oldest Whitby residents, Mr. George Corney, who ran-
sacked records of trials at York and succeeded in obtaining a

 &opy of the trisl of Williem Atkinson (Daniel Robson of the sdory)

Hannah Hobbs snd John Harrison, who wéfe charged with being
active on the attadk on‘Whitby “rendezvous.“(g, She also con-
sulted with General Thompson, a member of parliament for Hullgz)

Now as,tovthe sfory being but a "sea-scape’. "From the
momentiwhen we first meet Sylviarénd ner companion on their
accustomed way, with their baskets of eggs on their arms, from
their country homes to the turp in the road on the grassy cliff,
whence ﬁhey can see the red-peaked roofs and the closely-packed

houses. of Monkshaven - the sea is around her and us. We first

(1) Mrs. E. Chadwick - "Haunts, Homes and Stories" -.pagé 263.
iZ) ?rendezvdus“ - beiné.the headquarters of the Government
officisls for supplying war vessels with recruits.

(3) He also sent her some suggestions as to the: derekizk dialect
. which, as . a good Yorkshireman, he was anxious to preserve as
free as possible from Lancashire influence. , '
A.W. Watd - "Introduction to Bylvia's Lovers, pages 23 -85
cites letters and documents re the-riot at Whitby.



glance across it, as a blue, sunny surface, on whicgh float,apparent-
ly, motionless, scores of white-sailed fishing boats. But later,

we are brought face to face with it in the hour of the highest tide,
in the ﬁidst of the tempest and f4%& dangers, the foaming waters
coming upuwith a roar and a furious dssh against the cliffs, and

at the last it is present to us, lying dark in the silence of mid-
night, with its ‘ceaseless waves lapping against the shelving shore%
The sea in its infinite variety amlin its unfathomsble depth, is
the fitting background of this story of vain regrets and hépes that
are vainer still, save those profoundly hidden in the soul’ and

(1)
awaiting fulfilment beyond the dim horizon ----- " behind the veil,"

The story opens with a minute description of‘Monkshaven{Whitby)
"It is not surprising that the whole town had an amphibibus ap- /
ﬁéarance,'to & degree unusual even in g seaport. Everyone depended
on the whale—fishery and almost every male inhabitant had been, or
hoped to be, a sailor. Down by'the river Dee, the smell Wasyal—
most intolerable mo_anyoné but Monkshaven pé0p1e during certain
seasons of the year; but on these uﬁsavonry "stabthkes," the olé mén
and children loungéd for hours, almost as ifﬁthey revelled in the
odours of train—oil.“(z)

The beriod of the story is the time during the reign of
Georgé 11T when men for the navy were scarce and were forced, as
we have»Séen,intovthe service of their country by methods which
would not be tolerated today.

(1) A. W. Ward - "Introduction to Sylvia's Lovers." page 27.
£2) “SyIV1a‘s Lovers.” Page 3. . . . -
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The heroine is Sylvia Robson, the only daughter of a small
farmer who distinguished himself by encouraging the sailors to
resist the press gang. A riot followed and the farmer was ar-

‘rested, tried and hanged at York in 1793.

Sylvia had two lovers - one her cousin, the patient,faithful
Philip Hepburn, the draper's sassistant at a shop in the market
rlace; fhe other Charlie Kinraid, the"speckionSioneer"on a whaling
vessel, a brave debonair sailor who Wins Sylvia's heait by his mans
ly conduct during the attack by a press gang on“the ciew of his
ship. He is wounded, but although weak and ill, attends the fun-
eral of the sailor who had lost his life in the press gang fight.
Sylvia gees him and falls in love with the hero. He 1eavééJMonks—
, ﬁaven as the betrothed of the farmer's pretfy daughfer and is after-
wards taken captive by thé press gané. Sylvia mourns him as dead.
Philip knows he is alive, but keeps his knowledge from Sylvia and
finally wins his captivating cousin for his Wife, but his peace of
mind is disturbed by the boncealment of the truth. - Kinraid re-
turns to find Philip the husband of his betrothed and Sylvia vows

with an oath never to forgive her husband.

Phlllp, miserable and dejected, leaves his wife and 1ittle :
daughter and enlists as a soldier under the name of Freeman.
During the war in the East he saves the 1life of Kinraild at the
fisk of his own and returns to Monkshaven. Theré he lives in

disgrace as a poor broken-down soldier, saves his child's life
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from drowning and Sylvia finds her 1oﬁg lost husband, a wreck of
hié former self. There is a{reconoiliation while "the waves
kept lapping on the‘sheiving.shore.“ Philip says fo his wife,
"en11d, I have made of thee my idol; and if I could live my life
6‘er again, I would love my God more and thee less, and then I
shouldn't he' sinned this sin against thee."(l)

Philip dies in the cottage on the quay "within the sound
of the’waves-lapping on the shorefblessing Syivia and asking

for .forgiveness of his one great sin of omission.

The characters in the story are delightful. Kester the
faithfui servant of the Robsons is a splendid charécter, loyal
%o the family to the end. The Quaker group, Hester and her
mother, and the Foster brothérs,give an air of calm and peace~

Yulness in this fiot of press gangs and burning of "yendez-vous."

There are scenes in the book that would liﬁger long in the
minds of the listeners at the fireside, the return of the whal-
ing-vessel, "The Resolution,” the burning of the»"Rendez-vous,”
the lessons 6f Sylvials, the«dramatic situation wﬁen Kinraid '
encounters Philip as %he husband of Sylvia, and the cry of her
¢hild. fhe rollicking party of the Corney's would amuse every-
one. Many of tige listeners would exclain)when.the market place
at Monkshaveh was descfibed, "Why we saw that last time we were
in Whitby - you remember thatmsmall square with a miniature town

P1) "Sylvia's Lovers." - page 523.

-~ - -~



half supported on rillars, and women selling their produce on-
Saturday underneath and sround it.r The old Corney farm they
would tell you is still to be seen. 4n almshouse erected for
sallor’s widows and old sailors and their wives was erectéd in
1678, but it has been torn down and rebuilt in 1909. A% present
they say there is no sign of the initisl "P.H." fhere were also
certain® fyee houses;“ in Whitby which havé‘béeh left by certain

- ladies %or the poor.' One was "willed" by an old Whitby lady

about the time that Mrs. Gaskell wrote.

Evén today"Sylvia’s Lovers" would be enjoyed,perhaps around

an evil-smelling;gas log i’

ryi
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ATLUSIONS TO CANADA.

Jem Wilson is offered a position in Canada.

“We\have been written to by Government, as I think I told
myou before, to recommend an intelligent man, well écquainted
‘with mechanics, as instrument meker to the Agriculture Coj-
lege they are establishing at Toronto, in Gansda. It is @a--=
home."{1) | |

In Caﬁadé I see a long; low, wooden house, with room enough
énd to sPafe, The old primeval trees are felled and gone
for meny a mile around; one aiene remains 1o overhsadow the
gable end of the cottage. There is a garden around the
dwelling, and far beyond thét, stretches an orchar&. The
glory of an Indian summer is over all,z?aking the heart leap

at the sight’of its gorgeous beauty.".

(1) "Mary Barton” - page 1
iz) "Mary Barton" - page 457.
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In"Cousin Phillis™ Holdsworth leaves Englénﬂ
fomgo to Canads té shperintend the making of

a railroad which would in all probability

be the Cenadian Pacific Railroad which was much

talked of after Confederation,
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(1) 4s listed in Green: Gaskell Bipliogrephical Guide.



IIT COLLECTEB WORKS OF MRS. GASKELL. (1)

(First collected edition. 1872-3,
8vo. 7 vols.)

- Novels and tales. Iond., Smith Elder & Co. 1878-82. 8vw.
7 vols. 4 %llus. in each.

I. - Uives and daughters.

II.- North and south.

II1I- Sylvia’s lovers.

IV.~ Cranford,and other tales.

Company menners. The well of Pen~Morfa. The
heart of John Middleton. Traits and stories of
the Huguenots. Six weeks at Heppenheim. The
squire’s story. ILibbie Marsh's three eras.
Curious if true. . The moorland cottage. The
sexton's hero. Disappearances. Right at last.
The Manchester marriage. Lois the witch. The
crooked branch.

V. ~ QMary Barton and other tales.

Gousin Phillis. My French master. The old
nurse's story. Bessy's trouble at home.
Christmas storms and.sunshine.

VI.- Ruth:and other tales.

The grey woman. Marton Hall. Mr. Harrison's
confessions. Hand and heart. : .

VII.~ Lizzie Leigh,and other tales.

A dark night's work. Round the sofa. My ILady
Iudlow. An accursed race. The doom of the
Griffiths., Half a lifetime ago. The poor
Clare. the half-brothers. :

- Novels and tales. Lond.: Smith,Elder & Co. New edition,1891-2.
8vo. 7 vols. Illus. o
' Contents the same as above. The publishers also
issue the same edition in small post 8vo.
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Novels and tales. Lond: Smith Elder & Co. 1892-4. sm.8vo.
8 vols. Pocket edition.

- I. - Wives and daughters.
II.- North and south.
JII- Sylvia's lovers.
IV.- CQCranford and other tales.

Cranford. The Squire's story. Curious

if true. The moorland cottage.Disap-
‘pearances. Right at last. The Manchester
marriage. Lois the Witch. ‘

Ve Mary Earton, and other tales.

Méry Bartbn. My French Master. The old
nurse's story. Bessy's trouble at hoke.
Christmas storms and. sunshine.

VI.-  Ruth snd other tales.

Ruth. Morton Hall. Hand and heart. Company
manners. :

VII.- 4 dark night's work,and other tales.

A dark night's work. Cousin Phillis. The grey
woman. The heart of John Middleton. Traits and
stories of the Huguenots. Six weeks at Heppenheim.

Lizzie Leigh. The crooked branch. The sexton's
hero, _

VIII.- 4y Lady IZudlow and other tales.

Round the sofa., My Lady Ludlow. An accursed

race. The doom of the Griffiths. Half a lifetime
ago. The Poor Clare. The half brothers. The well
of Pen-liorfa. Mr. Harrison's confessions. Libbie

Marsh's three eras. .

Works. Bd., with a biographical introduction to volume 1., and
a critical introduction to each volume, by A.W. Ward. Lond:
Smith,Elder & Co.,1906. 8vo. 8 vols. The "Knutsford" edition.
Illus. : - .

I. Mary Barton, and other tales.
Mary. Barton. Libbie Marsh's three eras. The sexton's
hero. Clopton-House. :
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II. - Cranford, and other tales.

- Cranford. Lizzie Lelgh. The well of Pen-lorfa. The
Moorland cottage. The heart of John Middleton. Dis-
appearances. The old nurse's story. Morton Hall.
Traits and stories of the Huguenots. My French
Master. The squire's story.

III- Buth, and other tales.
Ruth. Cumberlanad sheep-shearers. Modern Greek sons.
Company menners. Bessy's troubles at home. Hand and
Heart. : :

IV. - North and south.

V. - My Lady Ludlow and other tales.
Round the sofa. Ny Lady Iudlow. An accursed race. The
Doom of the Griffiths. Half a lifetime 2go. The FPoor Clare.
The half-brothers. Mr. Harrison's Confessions. The
Manchester marriage. -

VI.- Sylvia's Iovers, etc.
Contains also "An Itelian institution.”

VII. - Cousin Phillis and other tales.
~ Cousin Phillis, Lois the witcn. The crooked branch.
Curious if true. Right at last. The grey woman. S¥kxX weeks
at Heppenheim. A dark night's work., The Shah's English
gardener. French life. Crowley 8astle. The fragments of
ghos€ stories, S '

VIII. - Wives and daughters. ,

. .Reviews of the Knutsford edition appeared in "The Academy,”
Nov. 26, 1906 (002G) "Athenseum." Gusx(R.L.) "The Bookman" .
1906 (R.L.) "Menchester Guardianifept. 4 1906, and Jan.l0,
1907, "The Nation" (New York),April 11,1907, "Spectator,”
1906,pages 437-8 (R.L.); "The Times Lit.Supp.”! Sept.14,1906.

Works Ed., with biographical snd critical introduction by
Clement (E) Shorter. Iond.: H. Frowde. 1906-10. 16mo.
"The world's classic"edition.. :

I - Mery Barton.

IT. - Ruth. v

I11 - Cranford. The cage at Cranford.The moorland cottage.
Iv., - Sykxiskaxkeversy North and South.

V. = Sylvia's lovers.

Vi. -

Wives and daughters.

! A . cal Gui a0 : . .
Moss Sige Library. by‘J'A-Gréenid%égiémgz_é%?ﬁg?}l collection in
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IV.- CHRONOLOGICAL LIST. (1)

Mrs. Gaskell*s writings arranged in the order
of their first eppearance, with later editions,
not forming part of the "Collected Works™.
(Section IITI) - . -

"Sketdhes among the poor,l837.

Blackwood's Magazine. January 1837, vol.41l. pages 48-51.

contains”Sketches among the poor” a poem in the manner
of Crabbe, written conjointly by-Mrs. Gaskell and her
husband. Vide Mrs.Gaskell's letter to Mrs.Howitt quoted
in"Good Words," 1895, pages 604-612. :

.The poem wag reprinted in "The Temperance Star" for
Dec.1897, with a prefatory note by W.B.AAxon. I% has
also been reprinted in the introduction to vol.I of the
Krutsford edition of "Works," 1906, pages XXII-XXV.

Clopton Hall, 1838-40

Howitt (W.) Visits to remarksble places. Lond. 1840.
Pages 130-146. Account of Clopton Hall in Warwickshire,
by Mrs, Gaskell, first written In a letter to William
Howitt in 1838.

Tibbie Marshts Three Eras, 1847-1850.

Tibbie Marsh's Three eras. Howitt's Jour.i., 1847, :

Libbie Marsh's Three Eras. A Iancashire tale. Lond.: Hamilton

. Adams & Co., (1850) 1lémo. pages 72.Engraved title on wraprer.

Tibbie Marsh's Three. kKras. Iond.: Chapman & Hall, 1855. 8vo.pp.24.
title on wrapper. .

The Sexton's Hero,184%.
The se&ton's hero. Howitt s dJour. ii. 1847.

The sexton's hero: and Christmas storms and sunshine. Contributed
by the authoress of "Mary Barton.” For the benefit of the Mac-
clesfield Public Baths and Wash-houses. Manch., Johnson, Rawson-

& Go.,1850. 8vo.pp.<8. : .

A second edition appeared in 1855 with the imprint of
Messrs. Chapman & Hall. There is a Gopy in the Cross
Street Chapel Library.

The Sexton’s hero. Eicerpt from the Parish Magazine," 1859.
vol.l, No,10.pp.145-152. With a woodcut. -
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1848 .
Christmas storms and sunshine., Howitt's Jour.11i31848.

Mary Barton, 1848.

Mary Barton: & tale of Menchester life. ITond.: Chapman & Hall.
1848. 2 vols. pp.I viii.81l7: II1.i1.3212.

Mary Barton. Third edition. Lond.1849, 2 vols.

Mary Barton: a tale of Manchester 1life. Copyright edition. Leip.:
B. Tauchnitz. 1849. 8vo. pp.viii.433. '

Reviewed in "The Athenseum,” 1848,pp.l1050-1 {R.L.)

"Bolectic Review," Jan.1849,pp.51-63 "British Quar.

.Rev. Feb.1849,pp.117-156."ManchestersGuarﬁ.," Feb.28,1849,
(R.L.) "Prospective Rev. vol.5.1849,pp.36-57,by J.J.

Taylor,{R.L.) BEdin.Rev. April 1849,pp.402~425. ,

Mary Barton: a tale of Manchester life. Fifth edition. Lond.:

Chepman & Hall., 1854. 8vo.pp.® 383. (With an appendix of

"rwo lectures on the Lencashire Dialect." by the Rev.William

Gaskell, M.A.,8vo. pp.27.) : : '
Presented by.M.J.H.Pimley, Moss Side. An inscription
on the fly-leaf reads: "To Ann Swift from her sincere
friend E.C.Gaskell, May-30th, 1854." Miss Swift was a
member of the Sunday School class taught by Mrs. Gaskell.

(FPrench translation) Marie Barton. Traduit par Mlle.Morel.Paris.
.. Hachette et Cie. 1866.8vo.pp.iv.261.

Mary Barton. Tond.: Warne & Co., 1890,8v0.pp.x.422. One of
Warne's Crown ILibrary."”

Mary Barton: a tele of Maﬁchester life. With a viographical
introduction by G.T.Bettany (pp.v-xxiii) Lond.: Ward,Lock & Co.
1891. 8vo.pp.xxiii.422. One of the "yinerva library of famous
books. . - :

Mary Barton: a story of Manchester 1life. Lond.: Milner & Co.,1891.
8vo.pp.<88. . , _

Mary Barton: a tale of Manchester life. Lond.: W.H.White & Co.
xese 1892, 8vo.pp.viii,1ll3. - :

Mary Barton. Lond.: R.E.King. 1893. 8vo. Pp.422.

Mary Barton. Lond.: Bliss & Go. 1897, 8vo. pp.337. One of the
Burleigh library. :

Hary Barton: a tale of Manchester factory life fifty years &go.
Abridged. With preface. 189%7. No.B 9 "Stead's Eenny popular
novels." ~ - .

Mary Barton: a tale of Manchester life. (Editorial note,signed
¢.S.¢.) Lond.: G.Newnes. 1898. 8vo. & parts.pp.1l.80; II 81-144.
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Mary Barton. Lond¢: Downey & Co. 1899. 8vo. Pp.337.

Mary Barton. Lond.; W.Scott,Ltd. 18992.8vo.pp.337

Mary Barton. Edin.: Nimmo. 1899. 8vo.pp. 337

Mary Barton. Lond.: Methuen & Co. 1902. 8vo.pp.160. QOne of
Methuen's Sixpenny library."

Boucicault (Dion) The long étrike, a dranma in\féur acts. Lond.:
3. Prench. ( ) 8vo. pp.38. No.360 of "French's Standard drams.m

This drems was founded on "Mary Bérton“ énd.was first
produced at the Lyceum, London, on Sept.l5, 1866. There
egppeared in "The Times" of Sept.17,1866, a long criticism
Probably written by John Oxonford.
1849.
Hend and Heart. Sund. Sch.P.Masg. July, 1849.

Lizzie Leigh, 1850,1855.

Iizzie Leigh. Househ. Words. Mar. 1850.
(Lizzie Leigh and other tales. First ed. 1855)

Lizzie Leigh, and otier tales. ILeip. B. Tauchnitz. 1855. 8vo.
- PP.vi.410.v0l.335, Collection of British authors. ~
Lizzie Leigh. The well of Pep~Morfa. The heart o
John Middleton. Disappearances. The old nurse's story.
Iraits and stories of the Huguenots. Morton Hall.
My French Master. The Squire's story. Company manners.
Mr, Harrison*s Confessions. Iibbie Marsh's three eras.
The sexton's.hero. Christmas storms and sunshine.
Hand and hears. Bessy's troubles at home.

Lizzie Leigh, and other tales. 4 new edition. Lond.: Smith,Elder
and Co.. 1884, 8vo. pp.vi.492. ,
Lizzie Leigh. A dark night®'s work. Round the sofa.
My Iady-Ludlow. An accursed race. The doom of the
Griffiths, Half a life-time ago. The poor Clare.
The half-brothers.

Lizzie Léigh. Illustrated by Theo.Carreras. Lond,: Jarrold & Sons.

1896. pp.16. No.77. "New series of penny popular stories."
1850.
The well of Pen-korfa. Househ.Words. Nov.16,2%.1850.

The heart of John Middlefon. Househ . Dec.28, 1850.



o 4 T
Chronoldgical List (4) li%e

The Moorland Cottage.l850.

The moorland cottage, with 14 illus. by birket Foster. Lond.:
Chapman & Hall. 1850. 8vo.pp.viii.l82.

Notice of ".M.C." in the ILadies' Comp.,"1851.
and "The Athenseum." 1850.pp.l1337-8.

The moorland coﬁtage. Lond.: R:E‘King.‘lsgz. 8vo.pp.191.

| 1851.
Mr. Harrison®s Confessions. Ladies® Qomp. ¥eb.Mar.April,1851.
Disappearancés. Househ. W. Juhe 7, i851.

cranford, 1851,1853.

Cranford. (sketches.) Househ.W. Dec,13 1851. to May,l1853.
(Cranford. First ed. 1883.] _

“Craniord; By the author<of "Mary Barton." "Ruth," etc.
_Second ed.Lond.: Chapman & Hall. 1853.8vo.pp.iv.324.
Tent by Miss Gaskell. .. ,

Cranford. Cheap edition,Lond.: Smith,Elder & Co. 1855,8vo.pp;
vi.281. One of the "Select library of fiction,

Granford. Cheap edition. Lond.Smith & Co. n.d. pp. vi. 281.
(Prench translation] Cranford. Traduit par Ime .Louise Sw.Belloc.

Paris. Hachette et Cie. 1856. 8vo.pp.iv.21l. In coloured
wrapper with title repeated.

(German trenslation) Cranford. Leip.: P.Reclam, jun.(1857%)
16mo.pp.224. Nos.4441,4442. Universal-Bibliothek..

granford. Copyright edition. Leip. B. Pauchnitz. 1867.pp.295.

@ranford. With a preface by Anne Thackeray (Lady) Ritchie and
illustrations by Hugh Thomson. ILond.: Macmillan & Co. 1891.
8VO0.pPP «BXX.297.

CGranford. The same. Reprinted. 1892.
@ranford. The same. Rep. New York. A. L. Burt. (1892).

GranTord. The same. (Without introduction.) New York. Hurst & Co.
{1892%7) 8vo.pp.331. , : .

Cranfora. Preface by the Rev.Brooks Herford.Illus. Lond.: Walter
- _Scott. 1898. 8VO.pp +Xvi.319. - :

Cranford. With 16 illustrations by H.M.Brock. Lond.: Service and
Paton, 1898. Pp.81l3. : : ,
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1851, 1853.

Cranford. With which is included "The moorland cottage.
With an introduction by-(Sir} Robertson Nicoll.
Lond,.: Ward, ILock & Co. 1898. 8vo.pp.xiv.40%7.

Cranford: With a memoir,introduction, and notes, by E.V.Iucas,
Tond.: Methuen and Co. 1899 8vo. pp. xliv 254, One
of "The little library." With a frontispiece por-
trait of Mrs., Gaskell, from the bronze medallion by
Achille D'Orsi.

Cranford. (With editorlal note by Israel Gollamcz and marginalia
o by Miss Emma Gollancz.) Lond; J.M, Dent & Co. 1900.
Pp.vi.271. Prontispiece por. after Richmond.

Cranford. (Gheap reprlnt ) Tond.: R,E.King.(1900) 8vo.pp.ii.289.

Cranford. 16 illus. by H. M Brock. Lond.. 1900 8vo.pp 313.
A re-issue of 002 P.3.36 with a new title page.

Cranford. With preface by (Laﬁy) Ritchie. illus. by H. Thomsen.
Lond.: Macmillan, 1902. 8vo. pp.298. A reprint of ‘
- No,002 P.3.21.

Cranford. With 16 illustrations. by T.H.Robinson. Lond..
T ‘Sands & Co. 1902. 8vo.pp.316.

Cranford. Lond.: Methuen & Co. 1902. 8vo.pp.ii.128. No.18
Methuen's Sixpenny library.

Cranford. With 25 coloured illustrations by C.E.Brock.
(Forewords pp.xi-xv.) Lond.: J.M.Dent & Co. 1904,
8v0o. PP.XV.255, One of the "Series of English idylls."

Cranford. Lond.: G. Routledge & Sons. 1905 8vo.pp.vi.280. One
of the "New universal library."”

Cranford; New York: Grosset & Dunlap (1905)? 8vo.pp.279.
Illustrations after H. Thomson,

Cranford. (With introduction by E V .Lucas, pp.v-sxv.) Methuen
~and Co. 190®. 8vo. pp. xxviii, 138. One of Methuen's

Standard 1ibrary.?

- Cranford. ILond.: T. Nelson & Sons (1907) 8vo. pp.vi.246. One of
Nelson's classics.“

Cranford. With frontispiece by AE. Jackson and embellishments by

Edgar Wilson. Lond.: Slsley s Ltd. 1907 8vo.pp.192. One

of "The panel books,"

-
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| ~ 1851,1853. |
- Cranford. I1lustrated by A.A. Dixon. Lond.: Collins & Co.
190%7. 8vo. Pp.312. .
Cranford. (With forewords). ILond.: J.M.Dent & Co. 1908.
8vo. pp. xiv. 225. No.83 "Eyeryman's library."
Cranford. New York. G.P. Pufnam's Sons (1908). 52mo,pp.%i.
, 317. No.33. "Ariel booklets."
Cranford. Edited by.’H;E.Coblentz. Bosf.: Houghton & Co.
, 1910. 8vVO.pp.xxvii. 279, One of the "Riverside
litersture series.” double number 192.
Cranford. With 24 illustrations. in colour by Eﬁelyn Paul.

Burlington library. Lond.: Chapman & Hall. 1910.
8vo. pp. viii.a47. ' .

Note.- Other editions of Cranford appeared in
1905 (Nasbet): 1906 (Sisley); 1907, "King's
classics" (Chatto & W.) 1907(Macmillen); -

1908 (Sisley); 1908 "Peoéple's Library" (Cassell);
TSesame classics" (Siegle Hill.& CO0.); !
1910, "World library" (Ward Logk).

CRANFORD PLAYS.

.~ Hatch (Beatrice) Scenes from "Cranford."”
v . Arranged for dramdtic performance. With a
preface by Mr. Edward Compton. Iond.: Alex.
Moring. Ltd. 1902.8vo.pp.132. -

Reviewed in the "Deily News," Nov.26,1902,
with reply signed Beatrice Hatch,Dec.2.1908.

0ldershaw (Iucian) ed. Cranford at home. A carpet for ladiles.
. Adapted from Mrs. Gaskell's famous novel.lond.:
R.B.Johnson., 1902. 3zmo. Pp.68.
| 1852-5

Bessy's troubles at home. - Sund. School Penny Magazine.
) Janusry. 18562,

The Schah's English gardener; Househ.W. June 19,1852,
The old nurse's story.- Househ. W. Christmas No.l852.

Cumberland sheep-shearers. Househ. W. Jan. 22, 1853,
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| - 1853.

Ruth: & novel. ZIond.: Chapman and Hall. 1853. 3 vols.8vo.
pp. I. i1.898; II.1i-328  III.,iii.311.

Reviewed in "The Athenseum.” 1853 (R.L.); Bentley's
Miscellany, 1853. pp.287-40-(002 Y); "Eliza Cook's
Journal,” Msr., 1853 (662 G); The English Review." .
April 1855., YNorth aaﬁxﬁankk“3r1tlsh Review," .
Mey 1853 (R.L.) "Tait's Magazine," vol,.20. 1853.
and others not-in. yhe collection.- -

Ruth: 2 novel. By the author of "Mary Barton," Cheap edition.
Lond.: Chapman and Hall. 1855. 8vo. pp.ii.&18.

1855-4

Morton Hall: Household Words. Nov. 19, 18563.
Traits and stories of the Huguenots. Household Words.Dec.10,1853.

My French Master. Househola Words. Dec.1l7, 24, 1853.

The'Squire‘s story} o " Ohfistmas No. 1853.

The Scholaz' s Story. Housenold Words. Christmas No.1858.
This story was translated by Mr. Gaskell from
a Breton ballad by the Vicomte de 1la Villemarque and
the introductory remarks were written by Mrs.Gaskell.

Modern Greek Songs. - Household Words. Feb. 25, 1854.

Company Manners. - Household Words. May 20, 1854.

" Noxrth and South. 1854, 1855.

North and South. Household Words. Sept.2, 1854, to Jan.27,1855.

North and South. Tond.: Chapman & Hall. 1855‘ 2 vols.pp.I.vi.
320. II.iv.SGl..-

North and South. Second'edition. Lond. 1855, 2 vols.

North and South. Copyright edition. Ledp. B. Tauchnitz. 1855,
8vo. pp.ii.488. vol.333. Collection of British
authors.

North and South. Fourth edition. Lond.: Chapman & Hall. 1859.

- _ 8vo.rp.viii.406.

North and South. New York. Harper Brothers. 1864, 8vo pp.154.
No. 196 "Library of select novels."

North and South. New edition. Lond.: Smith, Elder &-Co. 1870.
8vo. PP.vi.432."

North and South. Tond.: W. Scott, Ltd. 1899. 8vo.pp.iv.344.

North and South. R.E. King. 1900. 8vo.pp.1v.344.

North and South. Tond.: Methuen & Co. 1902. 8vo. Pp. 172,

One of Methuen's Sixpenny library."
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North and South. -Lbnd.: Smith Blder & Co. 1877. 8vVo.pp.vi.
432, ‘
(This follows North and South,
New edition, on previous page)

1865-6

An Accursed Race. Household Words. Oct. 6, 1855,
The Poor Clare. " " Dec.13. 1856.

Life of Charlotte Bronte, 1857.

Life of Charlotte Bronte. Lond.: Smith, Elder & Co. 1857.
. 8vo. 2 vols. :

Life of Charlotte Bronte. 2nd ed. Lond.: Smith, Elder & Co, B
: 1857. 8vo. 2 vols. A .

The first and second editions are identical,
and contain the passages afterwards Suppressed.
The illustrations are:Portrait of Charlotte
Bronte (after G,Richmond), and facsimile

of a page of Ms.in vol.i. View of Haworth Par-
sonage and Church in vol.2. . . '

Life of Charlotte Bronte. 3rd edition, revised and corrected.
- Lond.: Smith, Elder & Co. 1857. 8vo. 2 vols. '

Life of Ghaflotté Bronte., New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1857.
- 8vo. 2 vols. Port. First American edition.

Reviews appearwed in "The Athenaeum" April 4,1857
(R.L.); "Christian Remeembrance.” July 1857.

The. Bconomist,” April 18, 1857, (R.L.) and many
other periodicals not at present in. the collection.

- Life of Charlotte Bronte, - New York; Appleton. 1838.8v0.2 vols.
. Port. Second American edition.

Life of Charlotte Bronte. Lond.: Smith,Elder & Co. 1860.8vo.
. Pp.viii.441l, Cheap edition.

Life of Charlotte Bronte. 1862.
(French trenslation) Vie de Charlotte Bronte (Currer Bell).
Trad. par Mme Ambroise Tardimu. Paris: Grossart. 1877 8vo.
bPp.vi. 351, \ ~

Life of Charlotte Bronte - Lond.: Smith, Klder & Co. 1895. 8vo.
Pp. viii.é4l, . ,
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“ . 1857.

Life of Charlotte Bronte. - With an 1ntroduct10n and notes by
. Clement K. Shorter. Lond.: Smith, Hlder & Co. 1900. 8vo.
Pp.xxxvii. 659. Haworth edition, based upon the thlrd
edition.
Illustratlons.- Portrait of Mrs. Gaskell (after
George Richmond). Facsimile of the title page of
the first edition. Haworth old church as the
Bronte family knew it. Haworth parsonage. Facsimile
MS. of "The Secret." The Heger Pensionnat,” Rue
d' Isabelle. Brussels; Central Avenue of the garden,
and the Forbidden alley. Facsimile of a letter from
Charlotte Bronte to Mrs. Smith. Portralts of the
Rev. Patrick Bronte and the Rev. 4.B. Nicolls.
Distant view of Haworth. Haworth ¥illage. Main
Street. House where the Rev. Pabrick Bronte resided
. at Hightown, when curate of Hartshead-cum-Clifton.
Roe Head. Haworth Moor - the Bronte Bridge. Haworth
Moor: showing Charlotte Brontefs chair. Haworth old
hall.
Introduction, biographical and critical,pp.xvii-zxXiv.
A Bronte chronology, pp. XXxXVv. XxXXVvi. Index by Mr.
Roger Ingpen PP .645-659.
" Reviewed in "Nuova Antologia." Nov 16,1900. and many
other periodicals. -

Life of Charlotte Bronte. Reprinted from the first edition,

_ and ed. with introduction and notes by Temple Scott
and B.W. Willett. Downey & Co. 1901. 8vo.pp.svi. b26,
Thornton edition.

Life of Charlotte Bronte. Iond.: G. Routledge & Sons. 1905.
- 8vo. pp.x 510, One of the "New universal library. B

Life of Charlotte Bronte. New York: The Mershon Co. (1906)
. 8vo. Pp.11.399.

Life of Charlotte Bronte. With 1ntroauct10n by May Sinclair.
. Lond.: J.M.Dent & Co. 1908. No.318. "Evelyman'
library.”
) 1857.

Mabel Vaughan, By Miss Cummins. Ed. by arrangement with the
author, by Mrs. Gaskell, 1857.

1858.
The doom of the Griffiths. Harper's Mégazine. Jan. 1858.
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My Iady Ivdlow. 1858,1861.

My Lady Ludlow. Household Words. June 19 to Sept.2825,1858.

My Iady Ludlow, and other tzles; included in "Round the Sofa."”
Lond.: Sampuon Low. 1861, 8%o.pp.vi.318.

Round the sofa. hy Iady Ludlow. 4An
accursed race. The doom of the Griffiths.
Half a lifetime ago. The poor Clare. The
half-brothers.
1858 .
The half-brothers. Dublin Univ. Mag. Nov,1858.

Right at Iast. 1858,1860.

The sin of a father. Househoid’W@rds. Nov. 2%, 1858.
: Reprinted as "Right at Iast."

Right at 1ast,'aha other tales. Lond.: Sampsén Low & Co.
1860. 8vo. pp. vi. 318. .
Right et last. “he Manchester marriage.
Lois the Witch. The crooked branch.
Right at last, and other tales. New York: Harper and Brothers.

1860. 8vo. pp.305.
Contents. as in preﬁious item.

1868=-60.
The Manchester marriage. Household Words. Christmas No.l858.

Round the Sofa. 1859.

Round the sofa. Lond.: Sampson Low and Co. 1859. 2 vols.
8vo. pp. I. iv. 340. II.iv. 297.

1. Round the soa. My Lady Ludlow. II. “The
accursed race. The doom of the Griffiths.

Half a life-time ago. The poor Clare. The

hald-brothers. .

(French translation). Adteur dm sofa. Traduit par Mme H.
Ioreau., Paris: Hachette et Cie.1889. 8vo.pp.iv.339.

Loms the Witch. 1859.

Lois the witch, 411 the Year Rounds. Oct. 8, 1859,
Lo&s the witch, and other tales. Leip. B. Tauchnltz. 1861.
8vo. pp. viii,338.Vol.b41l.Collection of British

authors.

Lois the witch. The grey woman. The doom of the Griffiths.
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Lois the witch. ggnﬁ.

The half brothers. The crooked branch.
1859. |
The ghost in the garden room. All the Year Round. Christmas
| o lgggéihted under the title of "The crooked
branch." in Right at ILast, 1860.
1860.
Curious if true. Cormhill Magazine. Feb. 1860.

The Grey Women, 1861,1865.

The grey woman. ATl the Year Round. Jan 5,3}2. 19.1881.

The grey woman, and other tales. Illus. ed, Lond.: Smith,
: Elder & Co. 1865. 8vo. pp. 280.

The grey woman., Curious if true. Six weeks
at Heppenheim. Libbie Marsh's three eras.
Christmas storms and sunshine. Hand and heart.
Bessy' s troubles at home. Disappearances.
| " 1862 |

Six weeks at Héppenheim. Cornhill Magazine, May 1862.

Garibaldi at Caprera. By Col. Vecchj. Translated from the
. Italian. Preface by Mrs. Gaskell. 1862.

A Dark Night?s Work. 1863.

& dark night's Work.( A1l the &ear round. Jan 24, 1863.

A dark nlght’s work. Liénd.: Smith,Elder & Oo. 1863. 8vo.
Pp..iv. 299..

(German translation) Die That einer Nacht. Leip. :
E.J.Gunther, 1865. 8vo. pp.iv. 23Q.

Sylvis's Lovers, 1863.

Sylv1a's lovers. Lond.: Smltn' ﬁlder & Co. 1863. 8vo. 3 vols.

(first edition)
:  Lient by Mlss Gaskell.

(German translation) Syivia's Freier. Leip. Boight & Gunther.
1864. 4 vols. S N , ,
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- , _ 1863

Sylvia's lovers. Lond.: Hutchinson & Co. 1905.8vo.pp.274.

Sylvia®’s lovers. With a preface by Thomas Seccombe and
I illustrations by M.V.Wheelhouse. ILond.:
G.Bell and Sons. 1910. 8vo.pp.x1vii.542,
One of the "Queen's treasure series.”

'Mr. Thomas Seccombe! s intrbduction (pp,ix—xlvii)
includes a life of Mrs. Gaskell and an attempt at
identifying the local scenes and allusions in
connection with Monkshaven (Whitby).

4n Italisn institution. A1l the Year Round. Mar. 21, 1868.

Cousin Phillis. 1863,1865.

Cousin Phillis. Cornhill Magazine. ¥ov.1863.%t0 Feb.1864.

Cousin Phillis and other tales. Illustrated. Lond.:
Smith Elder & Co. 1865. 8vo. pp. 282.

Cousin Phillis. Company mmanners. Mr. Harrison's
-Confessions. The sexton's hero. . .

Cousin Phillis. With a biographical preface by Thomas

, Seccombe and illustrations in colour by Miss M.V.
Wheelhouse. Lond,.,: G.Bell and Sons.1909,8vo.pp.
le-xxxii 1B6%.. One of the "Queen's treasure series.”

1865-4

Robert Gould Shaw. Macmillan's Magazine. Dec.1l863.pp.113-117%.

How the first floor went to Gfowley Castle; All the Year Round.
: Xmas. NOQIBGZQ

French life. Fraser's Magazine. April,May,June,1864.
) ' Wives and Daughters, 1864,1866.

Wives and daughteré. Gornhill Magazine. Aug. 1864 to Jan.l§66.

Wives and dsughters: an every-day story. 18 illus.by George
du Meurier. Lond.: Smith,Elder & Co. 1866. 2 vols.8%o0.

pp.I 1v.336:. II iv.332.

Wives and déughters. Kéw York: Harper and Bros. 1866. 8vo,
rp. 258, The first American edition.
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Wives and daughters.
{German translation) frauven wnd Tochter. Berlin: Otto Jante.

186%7. 6 vols. 8vo.

(French translation) Nos Femmes at nos filles. Traduit par
- ¥.M. Paris: @rassart, 1868. 2 vols. 8vo

 Ghost Stories. Two fragments printed for the first time in
"Cousin Phillis."1906.
Popular Bales. Glasg: Thomas D. Morison. (1898%?) 8vo.pp.284.

The moorlénd-cottage. Ruth. Liézie Léigh.

1) As listed insa Bibliographical %gide to the
(1) Gaskell Gollection in the Moss Side Library, by

J.A. Green.



