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THE LAND REVENUE OF BRITISH INDIA AND THE NATIVEisTATES

A STUDY AND CONTRAST. .

R.A. KING, B. A,, 195

The phenomens of the Indian Land Revenue systen present some

interesting probléms'botb to the ﬁLeo“e al economist &  td‘ﬁhﬂ pr&é—
tical politicién. Indian conditions avre not easil 1y grasped; they pro-
bably pfeseﬁﬁ nore %ﬁfficulfiés to an Epgllsbman ibdn o an American or
Canadian. Here is o land where 80% of ﬁh@vpopul**zon is-dependemt
Very difecﬁly on.the goil, a2 land with ﬂo raL1veJy Tew towns én&
with poorly Egvéiopedv industries. In Britain ne p}@:e occupied by

the land tax is very ins

w
. bele
.
e
g..u

gn icanu, ALounLiﬁg as it does To 1ess Lhan

19 of the total income of the state; here it bulks to a cuarter of this

income and to over a third of the revenue properl. In some districls
J . . .

as much as BO% of the gross produce I8 % en as Land Revenue., This

lagt fact f1§0 will not impress unduly a wegﬁern farm@r accustomed 1o

4he arrangement of renting land on half and halfl shares, has,neveribes

less, almnngith other seemiag impositions called fofth from gtudents
of the ciassic writers on'>oci nd economic affaim no mild coitim
cism of é}iuiqi administratian»ia_lndias

Now dn ihe anomalies shop here. Hidden under 2 wass of techni=-
cal terms which are far from uniform ﬁhroughout tﬁe country, lie 2
number of systems of Tenure which have nothing in conmon with those
obtaining in the British Igles, but rather.angroaoh-tLose of Conbi=

‘historically out of

- > . . P R NP - v N F— 2 o S e
Rent aa in Britain, here rent as we shall see, has growm out oi Revo=

-y 3. o T e 4 P poe 3 L R
nte, being in reality that share which has been i relincuished
niie ving in e ‘
98 - 2 Lo KX K3 A L AN SRR
Government to the landholding communiy LT s It follows, then thal no

v

jan svalbenm baged on mers analogy can be elther
3 . - ‘ NC IR o . [ .t'r.j '1,.' 7 b a1 o _,b'v s v han \i h’t'\]‘r':’t be
£air or complete. Moreover, the history oi the SysSteny mus 2
- A 3 ] 20 . PO . .:\\' A T S
congidaerad. It was not invented by the British but iaherited DY
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them from theie pradecessors in po&fessiono ‘The prese nt adminigtras-

tors have not been blind to its defects,but in naking dﬁanges the ine
born LOﬂS@CVauiﬁm of the Indian has had to be recKonzd with. He rew
Sents changes and,not least, those in taxation. The opposition to

cesges for educational purposes and local improvemenis +estify to this.

o

foud

Under these conditions # is easier to pass Jjudgement than to indicate

Loyl

s better yet practical # method of raiging revenue—the sina cuo non of
governnent. Thereis, however, a fairer way of testing the worth of

the present system. Two<fifths of India to-day is unjer Native

Ruleis ythe successors in office of the 0ld emperors. - Like ourselves
they inherited their Land Tenures. The policy of the Government of

India is to allow these Native states to work out, within bounds of

courgs, their own ssivatiop-or undoinge. A comparison, ﬁhen, betweaen

a British Province and an adjo oining Native State shaulu bring bo light

aPacty or the advantages due to any changes which the Briii h oAl

thorities may have introduced.

(5;

The plan which we nust Tollow becomes plain. We shall first

note the conditions obisinin
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the Britidh took over
control. Secondly, we shall outline the present systemj and lastly,

by comparigon with &S Pﬁt,,uuamat@

a thing was done , it wa® done, and it seemsd to the Hindu mind, Tolly

to write a book abouh it.  So we are dependent largely on Greek and ok
other outgide sources for information. It appesrs certain, however,

ok
-
Fald

hat from immemorial the land wag considered ag  belonging to the

ruler who, let 1%t Dbe noted in these dayShNationaliﬁ; talk, was in

L« ¥

No?thblndia, at lessth, ihvarably an invade¥, Thus M@ nener who was -
dent as ambassador by Seluffus to Chandragupta of Paitna about 300 B.CU

s 2 ' . e e H ' o ot ) e mEL A W
e Indian pald taxes to the kKin , "because all India is &

) - ot L I b
the nfou@ﬂty of pergdon is permitied Lo own

the srown, and no private per
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Land. The hushandman tilled the land on condition of receiving one
(1) _ .
fourth of the product™ .  Thisg sgain is confirmed by Strabo in 20 A.D.

But it is nolt until we come to the

Lo nd

ime of the Moghuls that we
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onGerning land tenure and
Pevenius. The @reat Akbar cut off from the Afghan beoe  of the ear=

lier rulers of his dynasty,determined to &&H pursue a policy of tod-

.

ZPLdbLOﬁ and conciliation. Nevertheless,; we have it lald down as the

ﬂ—iu

goverarna principle of revenue adminisitration bj a MubWWme an lawgiver

of his time that "™there shall be left to every man as much as he rTow

'

cuires for hisg own support till the next crow be re gaped, and for that

of hig family/and.for geed. Thus much shall be Left to him, wihat com

(2)

maing is the land tax™

The accuracy of Megasthenes® information and the wacticability of

v

-}

S1y gimple scheme of the Moghul legislator may well be tues=

tioned . But their

testdmony along with that of Chinese pilgring ink
the £ifth and seventh centuries of our era ,and of Buropsan adventures,

1ike Niccolai Manucci O$ﬁ30L iah the fact tLat>&&'down through the ages
i+ had been a recoghiged principle that the 1eno and its OTOJUb Doses
tonged to the crown and that the cultivator was allowed 4 certain

hare for the nfivﬁlege of cultivating ite

The primary form of collecting the revenue was simply to annex a

?

part of the cultivator's grain heap after the crop had been harvesiaede

A.. e

By this methnd/uy to the 16th century}the bulk of the revenue wagbﬁ&&&‘
raigsed. .Iﬁ éyaié stull exists in some of the backwaru Nat: v} S*‘ues-

~-a yearly contest of wits in which the rapacious under—official had-
decidedly the advan ag

v A o o o Ml ot S M B 2 T St o T ot S8 S Vo g S e e Rt 2 e Tt e oy ey et et et o Ty Vool Yl oy S S e 08 Lo e Lot S i e Rt S e Lo s o e o o o Ve T Ve Yo S i TR Tt g

(1) Quoted by Sir J.D. Bees in “The Real Lndia“/page 5
(2) See Abul, Fav7 w= Ain i Akbari. Bl mann % Jarretts translation

s t‘a's St o - 1.'c'4 Ti ) ace 264
Ls), Sﬁisl‘ Pf¥7u Eu;l X Sgugi( QL Igg;in 4=feipau
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eting frem_a‘large area by such a,metho
s apparento. The Moghuls as they extended ﬁheif territory evidemtly
felt this. Tnev further felt the need df 4 cash to carry on tlheir

extengive military operations; A mint accompanied the army of Akbard
At any rate, his minisﬁér, Todar M@l,'iﬁtroducéd some important refermg;‘

Cash payments were largely 5uogt3 ad for those in kind desc 1bed¢

[

~above. - Rates were [ixed for a term of years. A sgstem of accounts

was esbablished which is practically the qystem obtainin ng Lo=daye
T e Muhammedans also introduced anoth@r change, the farw=resching
congeauand of which may be traced + -da They ;ouna it no easy

matler to coﬁtrol a nultitude of pettyvﬂindu of¢101 1.8, and they reaorA
f2d to a method not uﬂkuown in the west ofufarming”zﬂe revenue to per-
soﬁS who undertook to célle@t it fgﬁva'term of years
gmall éa%&&ﬁééeakaommiSSien and ﬁhaﬁever else they could exiort from
the mgcupanﬁ. Some of these 'faxmefn were mere gpedulators; others

gore small chiefs who in the change of regime had yet mnaged o rew=

’ﬁdlﬁ some feudal author itys still others were the village heoad¥ren,

thevnaﬁuralxrepresenﬁaﬁiges of some community of cultivabors, "Fhe
theory on which these contracts were nmade %ubsists w Hhis dayo In

Upper India‘a man g under no i@gal oolﬁgaticn Lo pay. the lanu revenue

that is assessed on his lands he pays it in virtae of an agesement
with the state. He may refuse to ccntracu,ana &3, in this case, eXm

cluded from possession during the period of contract, but iz allowed

(1)

a small rent charge . We are however anticipating.

As'td ‘the amcuntﬁ.obtained by Lh@ Moghuls the followin

close anh anproxlmatéon a8 can be made from the sources extant.

(M
Jads
i

o o —&-\-\—-\—ul-luh-\-—b-h-_—u.\-\a\--q;—\—_—uﬂmnﬂunm_uu_wi————ul—wm—-i—(n—»_‘h-nt\d\-t\«hﬂ\-i-h‘inll—i\-d:«—-nv—hnmuw:

(1)v Sir M Bampfjide Fullef e St 1iesq~Paﬁe 268
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Approximatd Total Land rew- Land Revenue of +the
relation i venue in Bupees | areas corresponding
of area off excluding Afgnan roughly to the Puagﬂb
DATE portion | provinces’ the United Brovinzes e
Jdealt with and Benaal
to presend
Britisgh
India.
| Rs. Rs,
Axbar A.D, 1594 3/5ths | 13,21,36,851 7,85,89,108
" 1605 3/5%hs | 17,45,00,000 cevo
Shak Jahan 1628 3/5ths | 17,50,00,000 * oes
" 1648 3/4ths | 21#15,00,000 12,20,00,000
Aurangzeb 1661 n 26,55,12,752 16,18,05,020
" 1665 (?) u 22,06,70,5001 11,44,35 500 T
" 1695 " 20,12,76 ,425 11,88,01,650
u 1697 4/5thd 38,30,59,552% 12#87,69,080 1
" 1700 (?) 4/5ths | 33,68,16,584 12,42,42,674
" 1707 " 29,77,70,876 '13,15,69,338
| | , | | | ‘
MuhoMmad Shah, 1720 (23] 4/Bths | 29,40,76,776/ 10,71,01,533
Land Revenue denand - _
of 1900 = 1 ALL 26,25 ,45 ,459 12,85,36,508
X Totsl for wholle Empiret  Provin0iR£ details not available.
Omitting Bengpl E
Onmitting Oudl
N I C
¥ Omitting Oridsa. )
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‘The comparison is very nmuch to the credit of the gresent admine
c,mex,d_q_g
igteation. It may be concluades that there was gr@atef elagticity

under the Muhammedans but this did not redound to ’Lhe clemency of the
rulers. It was rather inevitable in 3 land where harvests varied and

%

taxation was usually up to th

)

limit of vpossible payment, On the 6&&&
other hand,it should be noted that the population was much less and
the purchasing power of the rupee two or three times what it is to-day

"¥n the Punjab, the United Provinces andeengal‘for inst an ce, ﬁhe assess-
ment of Akbar was calculated to form hhe ecuivalent of some 4.8 milﬁu_
Zion tons of wheat, while the presenl assessment of the same provinces

| o | (Y
corresponds approximately to 1.9 million tons™

As the Moghul power began to wane,the practice of leasing large

ant provinces Dbecame CoORROn.

CJ’-

tracts of land especizlly in the more dis

Fewer checks wers 1laid on the “Farmefs of Revenue who often assuned

]
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on of semi=independence. The Goveraor of the Deccan threw

off 211 allegiance.  The Sikhs-arose in the north and the Marathas in

o

the west.,  Then [lollowed a digorganised,seﬁmble for what could be ob=

tained by contract or by force from the. onprebsed sons of the Soil.
1T, As i1e country /11 cic by diStrict’Game under the control of

the B.i'ish an auuempt was made to maintain the asses bmpvts of the

{.—‘,-l
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M&&h& Moghul emn@rorn. T i v‘re}in great confusion, and
‘bhad,in the figrt place)to be reduced Lo some semblance of order. But

-

the supremevgoverament was careful to avoid‘unnecé33ary unifcrmiﬁy
gither iﬁ/pfin}i ple or method. The genérél theory of State ownership
was accepted, but the various rights of peasants and Ao Wt ® Cancen
not always the same in different districts, had to be conserved.
Thus}zn real¢ta/a numoe;’of sysbemsevolveu on lines mubuﬂlly indepensl

éﬁnto It is this which makes difficult any ovlag deotr;bbzon.

‘_M_.‘Nw-iuﬂ\r-—uuwmh——uu_w—-—u——\-.-\-—h—b-——i—w\-wtwm:—\—n—-——\--uuu_—n-mnux«_—-—m-x—:u-‘_\-n
Yt Yo

(}) Gazetteer of In

gia (1907) vol. IV page 238 =— Ga:cu:au¢on based.
on pYeces iven in Ain i Akoar (Brocnmann) ‘



However, & rough differen4iation may be madé according to the

siaﬁus of the person from whom revenue is actually o 1lectods

1 Zemindafi)'wher@ it is collected from an individusl or comnunihy
cwﬁing an estate. Tﬁe Zemiﬁdar holds a pogition somewhat similar to
that of the English landldrd,4 This mode of tenurs is CommoneSt in
Bengal,=Uniteé-Prdvinces, Punjab and Central Provinceso It cepresents
about 53% of British India.

2_\B§otwari; where it is collected from'in&ividuals who are the aeku
agéuﬂl occu@iers, or from tﬁeir repfesentaiiVQso Some 37% of the land

is held under this benure, mainly in Bombay,Madras, Assam and Burma e

The remainingllo% beacs for speclial reasons no revenue, or ig under
some exceptional arrangements

thie processed in-volved in the present

pevende adninsbrabion are two. BFirgt, there is the "gebtlenent™, the
determining of the amount of the assessmenty then, the aciual collelim

this amounte

1 Ap essential preliminary to the "oottlement® is the preparation
) y : prey

of the VCadastral Map', a work which has been carried outl in,gomjuncﬁi-

#ion with the Great Tri gnonebirical 53¥Vi%§,an& which in the older dis=
tpricts has been very carefully dones Corresvonding ® this map is &

field regigter which ghowg?
(a) +the amount to be paid by the holderg of each séveral trach.

() The person from whom the revenue is to be collected. {The
~uestion wag not the simpie one of noting the party in
possession . Various rights had to be considered,those Tor
example, of the over=proprietor, morﬁgagegtenant,eﬁc,mhe
problem was often one of groat intricacy and only of late yeB
years can it De aaid that ®the study of t?e' t?cgn;?ue of

Indian Land Revenue™ has “"been separable &8 from the“ﬁzsnorlcal

Cinvestigation of the existing rights in land 1) .

In some .cases it was found that the tenanu h§d paid direCt

to Government; in others through in intermediarys

Again, frecuently there was more ﬁhan qne 1ntermed1arye

3

.

t(}

mw—nkuwunu—u‘n-‘

- | N -.. . 1 - o 2 __~,~o°1v
(1) Mr. EeDs HELSRAL Machagan-mv“banu Revenueb Gaz. OF 8n91a3v9¢  |
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Government was often guided largely by convenience in issu-
ing ‘the matter; some one must be in the place of the pro=
prietor snd held responsible. This accounts to a large
extent for the differences in tenure in the various provinces
as noted above. o

(¢) = A record of rights in land, €.g. mortgages.

This record is in ryotwarg distriots}correCﬁed from year to year;
) v . / .
in Zemindari areas every few yeard. Thus, there is being built up &

very useful and complete systen of reguﬁﬁdion by public entry. While
. n.
imoortant transfers may oavc & suoolpmenﬁafv fegiﬁbfdiloﬂ ol ass uravch
for most people the only evidence of tiﬁle,or attestation of transfer
ig the ?evenuéfeccrd.
We have seen that under Akbar certain reforms were iniroduced.
The standing crop was assessed at a cash rate per bigha (5/8 th of an

jxed Tor a term of years. Much of the revenue

kind, but the accounls were kept in cash el

valents. Dater o district was contracted for at bigha rales, bul as
he Mogyul power declined these bigha rates Wyxob'had sonwe approach o

7

fairness, were lost sight of and the contract assessmerd was unfaicly

enhanced.

The British system was to adhere to_a'fixed annual payment in cash
L} -'» 3 - » <™ - o N .. Jo ” ' o
In the early years 1% fben nf,mged heavily on the cultivatEsm. The
theory that he was able ﬁo lay aside in 300& years avough to ¢arry
hinm over a bad ha?vesﬁ)was far removed from the practice of the Indian
ryot who had always lived upynot oniy to the extent of hisg cash,but to

the power o¥f h;s borvowJpgo But, only lately wiﬁh inov eased accuracy

¥

of knowledge as to @?GG%%%?% has it been p0§s101e to modify the prin-
cinie. Now it is common to OOSbPOne or rem;b payments in blme of dis-
5

treys. A lsrger and more trustworthy gtaff is necesgsary but the

ig growinge

o]
o
e

(T)

The Revenue, then whether fixed or otherwise, is levied by a cash

demand, on each unit aS%@ S@d, " How ig this amount detbem ined?



Th@_old baujve ag8es gmenis were a fraction of the gross produce.

H

he Law of Manu pernitted % when necessary, Under Akbar it was 1/3,

and Jater %.  The Hindu Rajas of Sputh Inala claimed 2/5uh to B/bth,
. — .

According to the Famine Com1 igsion of 1878;79 the aésessment in‘
British'lndia was estimated as @&&@&&é varying from 4 ;o 8 perceni of
ine gross produces Evidence taken by a similar commission in 1900=1.
'é&me»ﬁn much- the same oouclusionn There ig no gainéaying the fact .
ﬁhatvthe British Goveﬂﬂmenu %akes 2 much'lower‘share of the estimated

gross return. We say, Yest 1maﬁeu§ for gross: pfoauce 1s used now—aud 23

v

1y Tor comparalive purposes. A uniform rate So assessed is_umfair Lo

1

zbO>w opening new ]aﬂos hag been abandoned. Reveauepmw 18 rated

.

as & share < of the net prbduce, exeept in Bombay whewe it is not in terns

U TSR SR ) SR Ky A
: share in the zZemindari digtricts of North

3

7

oroduce at all. This
India & C?ntral Pmavi ﬁes)mey be taken ub‘répreseﬁt rente In Madras
snd Lower B urma where Governmentvfeals directly with the ryot it is i
the Qiff@f@Ace betweenzﬁhe assessed value of the grosg produce and the
tinated cost of production. Throughont; the revenue is based on a
galeulation of the net pr'du tion of the lang tb the payer. The
nethods of ascer* ‘niig‘the exaclt amounts vary in i P Per ent pérts or

. » . o |
the country. In the U.P. an atbemph is made to find directly the

&

.acﬁual renting value of the land, nétlﬂg the r eéoraea rental of hjmts
ﬁnder.tenﬂnﬁs. Ip,Maaras, the net Qroduce is oalcu?nleu,from Lhc'wroas
It is recogniged everywhere ,however;.that the resulls ave only approx-
imate and thai’therefofe)extreme moderation ﬁusﬁ}be‘used in Qélculating.
The maxin of the Muhanmedan 1aWyeP cited “above dove that the 
theory was To absorbvthe whole economic rent. Thisg in many instances

~

was the actual practice before the British Annexation. The intermes

a8

5“” ry got from the net assets only the cost of

. W B 984 WA i S I AT ST T St Wt K Mt Bt

@

. S . > .
1 P Rt
e Dand Reyepue 8 Bombay.




Land =o taxed was often abandoned) mortgiages were impossible. In 1793,

&overnment decliared that previous practice had been, after deducting
expenses of collecting, to claim as the tate‘s share 10/11 of the

Bassets™. 1/11 went to the Zemindar or land lord. On this basis a

"hermanent setilement! was effected in Bebg@,o - The cash value of

ag settled in perpeltuity

v

w'

10/11 was determined. This amount v s the
share which the *landlords® should pay government. At first, the &&8&&

amount claimed was a

sore &2¥, so much had land values depreciated
during the unsettled times of Muhammedans oppression. . Bub in recen
1= L
yearg such has been the develooment of the country that the a %as smen

has fallen from 9104 of the rental to less than 25%. The intention of

Goverrimnent at the time of the settlement was To raise up a2 ¢lass o

Instead, it created » plague of abgentee landlordism aw'd it has had more

Ja

than onﬁa/ﬁn shep in bo protect the ¢&4ﬁ1¢ from oppression. Ihe malier

ement™ wag for yeara a subject of debate butl govern'

imoenlt has now abanhdoned the principle) which was really. a surrender @

t 3 . 3 “ Py A B gme ks SR A
of Vunearned increment, foreign Lo the genius of the country and with-
out any conpensating advantages to the community atl large..

Revigion in the terms of settlement are now made periodicaliy,

aad the policy of Govefnmonu has been To feducc graduzlly the propor=

n
Enie
=
o
m
=
iy}
fuis
=

tion borne by the sssessment to the nettassets?. Thus
1812  +the percentage of economic && rent claimed Wwas 90
1822 g e “. - 80
1832 “ - . . y 723
1849 - - . - o > 66 2/3
1855 - | . - B0

S [ haY

Siﬁée then further reductions have been made by changes in “h@
metlhod of calculations.

WHzWe the percentage is now about 50% upnouu India,Government.
doeS‘not tie itsell down té[a definitle éLare. A multitude of cnxcun—

Py

L]
are

stances into the discussion of which it is lnpossible to fe=



g

8 to lessen the rates.

Twte

taken into congideration, Their general result

Farther, it should be noted that The revenue ”Sb@&&&bxe according to

\

the rate is in mouL parts of India subjeci to certain doauch« NG Csfe

, ~|

to prevent sudden enhancemenis when s new sett 1pﬂeﬁ&‘1s made and to &b

I

vrotect privete inprovenentse
The termnol a8 Ses sament calls for some notice. Local cesses may be
. .

changed from time to time but when the land revenue is setltled it ig

L]

announced +that it will not be altered  for a term of yearsg. The first

tempt S0 to fix it was under Akbar, the term being ten years. Under
the later Moghuls,however, the ordinary assessments were open Lo modi=
figation at the capPECe of the 'farmersh of revenue on whose rapaciny
Pov checks were viaced. A system of anpual assessments was recognised
ny the Britizh in Bengal in 1765, but the principls was 50

o ~ - Pl IS iy ! Fa v S, -1

I,u, W93 5 ¥ & rinaTian Llemen L‘ A 6 :“f-_at, Led A ve he Ve ‘j@f*’l_,
TRV A TP % e P TR I X R .

Th Lhe Mope that the landlords vwould dmprove and bewe it the couniiry.

sermanent principle was extended to the Unilked Provinces

(Benaraﬁzand in 1882 to some parts of Madras. To=day 5% of Bengal,

1/8 of Asss 1/10'of U.Po and % of Madrase= in 31l 1/5 of Bflbﬁih

"2
: oy
P 2 A R A U SR s ="t M, o2 > o P Py aL..u. r '.'.:)’.
Indiz == ig under perasient Settlement. Thig is now g more Tenv oian
. ~
5 baxablon,
The principle of such geblilements having been abemdened, the

‘%OV?Tﬂmeﬁt reserves the right to change the termd from Tine

AS NEW PROVIEES WERE ANNEXED THE length of lease was at first short,

In general, lands whiQL uould 130 Ty feal the bemeficid resulis of Ghe
develovment of the country were sSetiled at Firgt for & short weme-
oV

that surveys are complete and c¢lassifications more accurate, the
1 £ agsessment is not accompanied by the tedious and

jech made them so vexatious she benant
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T z in taxation, it dees, BO% of ths
econonic rent, mugt at Tirgt sight appear strange to the Europesn. In

ight of itg historical development it is not so open to criticism.

In In-diom, Land Revenue as has been shown ig anterior to private rents.

It iz the only considerzble class of stale revenue which can be raiscd
without enhancing prices or diminishing genegral COﬂnumnuvoao It effects

' 1 K3 S e 41 Y I - .. . . o
vary largely the "Nationalization of the dand' and @pnlo cimates "@gingle
: ' &3
A
Fax? w= two subjeche which are not without their Tervent advocates

men who by a sirange perversity are often Lne WOgL/UJ“j‘Cf ics

-

Twm’poimt&, however, should be aoteqo T e rates usber British

. . 7 o e o KX~ L, O
vule are mush less than under the old emperors, and e proportion of
& -*'-ﬁ-.v = S
the Jand revenue to the Lotzl income of the state
Pth the venorsd doevelooment of Lhe country.
b She senay 7 I

41,6 40%8 38.6

India Vol. IF vage 234)
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2. A gcussion of the collection) of the Lend Revenue
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would us into the realim of practical politics, Suffice it to say
that it occupies so importani & place in the manigement of affairs

that the chiel officer in & district is eslled the "Collechor®. The
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choice of name,however, is unfortuna

.cpuntry/mbré beneficial fuhctioﬁs to pe“form‘than—tLose ong&&&&&@&&

"amheriﬁg taxes. |
The >ma santey ace proverbially wi thou't reédy money

revenus 18 seldom collected in oWe annual payment, but in portions

— - -:- L. 1. oy o S o] Sy ) < V 3 .
alfter each harvest. It ds a Cirst chaxge on fhe land, and the



ample powers of f@CUVGLF

leniency as the knowledge of

actual conditions

hes become more accurate. During tijmis of Tamine

>

taxey are often remitted in part or as & whole, and advances given for
seede During a recent famine, to the writer's knowled \'“ﬂKaVZ' Was

T y [ -u

claimed and given where ; a8 was w:bﬁiwﬂ

o

Aere was no

3 diseovered, ]
SUCch necds
WLi'@ the nerceniage o e net Yasgets' claimed 33 revenue had
gheadily decreased, aswéhnwm above, the total recelpts
haWl incrended.
In 1856 =7 ﬁatai receipts were, Rs. 17,30,00,000
1870-1 - - - - 19,96,00,000

18907, - - 24,05 ,00,000
39001 | - 26,25,00,000( 1)

L I A e o B A T oy e e ey ot S .t T T W S Ny
Bhig expansion of course has come from landg temporarily sebtileds
Under the "Permanedt A"
o PR PO g
Tanadl Ur‘u‘,, who SRara of
0

Ba In Inuia 54 3 whole the lsnd revenue in 1900—1 came to R 1/3/7
(=

per head of OOOULG‘E 1ﬁ 3 in he U, Po)R 1/4/~ in C&P*)R 0/12/1%
The incidence per acre for,tLe total ares was R =/12/9, 1/2/— and

—/4/6‘respectivély s Tor the cultivated area R 1/7/8, 2/0/0 an& ~/10/1

wa ity B v ety
ashac LAV &1_\; ®

— e N Yom Yrt — "‘."' L hdenden Saukendendnd e Vo e Vg b B S ot it Dok ot g St St L g bt Vef Mtk R bt Vo ok e e e T W g Do Ve Gt Lt e ek v W
A v

> et —r —y (= ey g

[T e e i d o b Ad - .

(1) Gaz. of India vol IV page 239
(%) = Tl Crepuias '
Ol Cee. Ploniecs
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ITTI We turn now to consider some of the Native Stateg +taking a9

our examples, Gwalior, Indove and Jaora. The first two are the
o
f x,

et in Central India Agency, Jaora’choSen st random

A £ is one of i

laryg e

J

amaller. Gwalior is bounded on the north by the UlPe; Iﬂuare con the

soubh by CoePoe For purposes ol comparison,figures relating to the

1@;3@mepbof the land tax in these two British districts were gQV3m
above.  These States 1ike the aﬁjbinimg British territory were al one
time part of the Moghul Emo*rmA Liké ourgelves they inherited their
Land systens, It only remainS for ug Lo note present cnditions and

rrom A conparl ison o oA the worth of the Inperial methods.

A

- Y- 2 - - N4 1 - -4 - 5 - [ NN, e

vheir own gazebieers which are not 1likely fTo be hypercriticsl in
malhers referring Lo thenmselves, It is plai )

1andg helons to the Durbar™. Bhale ) Lhers ale sone

'?ﬁmrg; Lo 3:13,.,3 ou'{;, o Bone Lot was under Belnish
VN Aljenation of ciahba i Lo subjects of the
States Burope ans have difficulty in obtaining eveﬁ ashdrt leaEo.

In Gwalior %the firsh seitlement:wau in 1863, leases being drawn
For 12 yeargcv Up to 1890.- 'e ware RO villaée mapS,:eéuimaLef Were

nents made with a © pe. Percui§ —

21

jax;
D

L

baged on &&&&&&&&&&& rougl measur

Nites were numerous and ugx¢uX&uA/q
In 1890 = new sebilement was made on Lhe British Sy',ﬁm/hOOUg
the term of leases vas not extended,

In Indore sebilements were madefrom rough calcu® tions in 1865 and
1881. The term of lease was 1D y2ars. In 1905 the service &&& ol
a Britizh mffﬁ@er sere procured ani a detailed record made.. Legges

now vary from 15 tavSO Years. Even up to 1895 nfleF4‘V mqa—ﬁfwm ke

were imposede

jas}
e
o

stembMrsurvey or settlement has yet made

=

As for Jaor

2t @motea.
@

According to'Staﬁe officisl 1901 we fina,“hareaﬁf

_w S o = ey ‘S
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g to State official gitatigtics for 1901
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in British India the 1and revenue Was 50% of the tota
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GT&? or it was 55%, in Indore ,66 2/3 7 in Jasz)BO%k

H
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incidence o Tend revende per head of population i in

b=y
A
°

I

walior 2.
Indore. . ' 4
Jaora -9

Q - =
oo, O

The incidence per acre cultivated is in
Gwalior 2 9 0 (Mandssur 4 - 15 - 0)
~Indore ” 3 2 0 :
Jdaors 4 9 0
Tﬂﬂ incidence per total area in

@w:li@? V 0 e
Indovre . -0 8
Jaors . 2 4

Due to the prevalence of Jungle
landd, ‘ ’

given above

mzny respects defective, Some of them are in t he experimenial siage,

and experinenty in land revenue, like all experiments connected wit

1land, reﬁuireﬁ;ong period in which To maluree. There ars sevecral
/ .

b

cuestions in which final
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but the whole deC?dUTe ig by slow degrees daveloping on broader and

more Liberal lines than herstolorey To zgecure an adeguate land &&&LE

fote

revente Tor the state with the least possible injury tq the agr culﬁ

tuvg7’01assés w= thiz ig in ils widest form the problem which is every

S ot 5ot o Yt osf Dol vt WO S D e B2 1 S Yo Se Wk Y O P 8 18 hok 30 S St 350 Y Do S Tt T Yo . S L o T St 7Y 5 Yok oM Y Yo Y 1508 b AT B Skl 53 S o S Ve
B o bk et St e * s o L

%)' Central India Gd”“hueﬁf series 1908, Q@g&;ﬁg{”Staﬁe‘Vgl 1
Q\ S Indore stabe " I

daora State.




vear in one or other of ils detils taxing the inganaity and enthis

2
fado
i3

Iy

asm of a large number of the officer of the goverament; and it is

[}

not unreasonable to expect that as time goes on the problem will be

n @)

tigfactory soluli onée

om

brought nearer and marer Lo a 8
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1 Mr, E.DeMaclLagan == "Lani Revenue" vol IV Gazetbeecr of India.
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