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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the contributing factors which lead to the
identification of the visual image of the community of Kenora,
Ontario, along with the importance of the town's parks and open
spaces to that image. This visual image is defined through an
examination of the historic, cultural and biophysical resources of the
community. Also, the public perceptions of Kenora's image are
surveyed and a field reconnaissance of the study area is carried out.
Once the image is clarified, the study makes recommendations for the
expression and enhancement of that image in the re-organization,
restoration and preservation of the existing parks and open spaces of
the community. A set of recommended objectives and their
corresponding actions are outlined in the final phase of the study,
including a general framework for the re-organization and
classification of the parks and open spaces based on their contribution
to the visual image of the town. The acknowledgment and use of the
visual image of Kenora becomes a means of guiding future
development of the parks and may reinforce the community's sense of
place.



This study is dedicated to the people of Kenora.

‘As this study points out it is you and your involvement with the
natural resources of the area which contribute to the image of Kenora.
I have always known that this was a special community and as I
have grown up and moved away from Kenora, it has become evident
that other people regard the town with much the same respect. I
have yet to travel to a place where people have not heard of or
visited Kenora. The town is a major rest stop for most travelers
moving from one coast of Canada to the other. And not one person who
I have asked, did not remember the “pretty town” and its “beautiful
lake”. Kenora has access to some of the best managed forests and the
greatest fishing in North America. Sometimes we forget how scarce
such natural resources are becoming, and how lucky we are to be
living in a relatively clean and natural wilderness environment.

As the town continues to grow and the economic environment changes,
please, take care in maintaining this special place, Kenora. '

Diane Ukrainec
January 1994
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FOREWORD

"The generalized mental picture of the exterior physical world that
is held by an individual is the environmental image. This image is
the product both of immediate sensation and of the memory of past
experience, and it is used to interpret information and to guide action.
The need to recognize and pattern our surroundings is so crucial, and
has such long roots in the past, that this image has wide practical
and emotional importance to the individual. A clear image enables
one to move about easily and quickly. An ordered environment may
serve as a broad frame of reference, an organizer of activity or belief
or knowledge. A clear image of surroundings is thus a useful basis for
individual growth. A good image gives its possessor an important
sense of emotional security.’

"The sweet sense of home is strongest when home is not only familiar

but distinctive as well.”
-Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City, 1960.
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DEFINITIONS

BACKGROUND STUDIES

The following are categories of parks and open spaces which exist in
cusrent plans alang with proposed sizes from Recreation Master Plan.
The current zoning class is given with each category as follows: open
spaces(OP), hazard areasH), rural lands(R) or institutional lands([).

Community Park(OP)- An arca of open space of a minimum
size of 10 acres and preferred size of 20.0 to 30.0 acres, containing such
major facilities as a major playground, tennis courts, senior level
baseball diamonds and playing fields, washrooms change rooms,
roncession, picnic areas and parking. (Rec. Plan, 1991)

. Neighbourhood Park{(OP)- An area of open space of a
minimum size of 3.0 acres and preferred size of 7.5 to 8.5 acres of land,
containing facilities such as a clubhouse, outdoor rink, playground,
seating area walkways, play field and shade tree planting. It may
also conlain a tennis court and junior softball diamond.

(Rec. Plan, 1991)

School areas (I) - Those areas of land cumently developed
and used for educational facilitics.

Pocket parks (OF)- Open areas of space of small scale that
may be used a3 rest areas or small gardens and manicured areas to
offset buildings.

Sports Facllities (OP)- Major sports facilitics including the
Recreation Complex, Golf Course and other arcas with major sports
fields for baseball or soccer,

Waterfront Parks (OF, H)- Shore-lined parks feeding water
associated activities such as boating and swimming. These arcas may
als0 fall under the category of community park serving the needs of
residents and visitors.

Special Open Spaces (OP, R, H) An area of open space sized
aceording to site conditions and features. These spaces include areas of
hazard or areas where the emphasis is on prescrvation and
conservation due to their sensitive natural settings, also areas of
limited physical access and enhanced visual access, buffers and
linkages to ather activity nodes. These arcas may not be included in
the 5 % parkland dedication within a development, The area may
contaln beach and picnic facilities, trails, boating facilities,
boardwalks and observation decks, amphitheatres, visitor services
centre, natural interpretation exhibits, parking and campgrounds.

The Town of Kenora has had many studies carried out reviewing its
current and future planning structures and development needs. A brief
summary of their findings may be found in Appendix B-2. Currently,
the town has an Official Plan and Zoning Bylaws as its main
planning documents,

During the 1980's, Kenora began investigating its development
potential in a planning study for the shoreline surrounding the town.
This study spurred the public awareness of the use of public lands and
consequently, of the need to beautify the community in order to
‘enhance the economic growth potential of its tourism industry. This
Shoreline Development Study prompted the undertaking of a
Harbourfront Development project and a downtown strect-scaping
project. Since then, a Public Parklands Study was completed which
has led to an Anicinabe Park Redevelopment Project and a
[Recreational Master Plan Study. The Recreational Study has
ncouraged current investigation of & Trail system, a Jaffray-Mellick
Community Centre, a Kenora Recreation Centre Expansion Project and
‘many more small scale projects.

Based on the Town of Kenora Public Parklands Study of 1989 in which
the issue of the lack of a ‘cohesive image' for the Kenora parks was
dentified, three problem areas were identified for Kenora's parks
and open spaces.

| 1. ADMINISTRATION: The lack of a clear administrative
structure controlling the parks and open spaces has resulted in
inconsistent management and maintenance of existing parks and the
deterioration of these spaces, There is presently no management plan
in effect and no plan administrator to direct maintenance of parks.

; 2. PUBLIC: The public lacks injtiative and leadership in
order to encourage and inform current administrators of their necds
and dissatisfaction with parks and open spaces. Much of the public
although aware of conditions within the parks, are either
indifferent to the situation or are not brought in to planning process
early enough to have their concerns addressed. The situation being
the disintegration of the existing parks.

3. IMAGE: The open spaces of Kenora contribute significantly
to the overall image of Kenora. However, the existing parks either
fall to contribute to & consistent image of the town or their
imageability has been weakened with over use and poor maintenance
practices. The current parks development trend is to copy ideas and
amenities that are found in other parks outside the study area which
have little or no relationship to the cornmunity itself, The result is a
slow erosion of their ability to contribute to a positive visual image
of the commurity.

The following study focuses on the issue of the imageability of
Kenora and the contribution of the parks and open spaces of the town
to that image. The study refers to information compiled in the
previous stuctics mentioned here such as the use of the inventory of
parks and open spaces from the Kenora Parkland Study. The two
ather issues of administration and public input which were revealed
in the background studies are acknowledged within the practicum so
a3 to bring them to the attention of the community, but shall not be
the main focus of this practicum.

Existing Parklands - Those formally and informally laid out sites
which exist as of 1991, within the Town of Kenora, for the purpose of
public use and owed by the Town of Kenora.

Designated/Developed parks - Those lands designated as open spaces
(OP), hazard (H) and rural lands (R) under the Zoning By-laws for
the community of Kenora and planned for controlled use.

Undeslgnated/ Undeveloped Parks - Those spaces zoned as open space
or tural that have been left as natural areas or not under a controlled
use. No policies govern the protection of some of the more ecologically
sensitive areas, other than zoning class H-hazard and SA- special
Areas, which only controls building privileges.

Open Space - An area of land zoned as open space (OP), developed
and undeveloped. These areas include land which is currently open to
use for recreational activities or naturally, undeveloped areas, where
there is no built forms such as buildings present.

Harard Areas- Areas zoned under the Kenora by-laws as hazardous
(H), where no building may take place due to tendencies toward
flooding, erosion or unstable soil conditions. These areas may include
areas of ecological sensitivity such as swamps, bogs and lake shores.

Parkland System - A network or number of parks which are joined
together by some ovetall organizational scheme. The method of
organization may be based on a theme or a reflection of the distinct
character or image of the community. The parks although unique in
some ways on their own, have a common bond to cach other, thereby
making them part of 4 complete system. Different levels of parks
muay be classified according to their function or type but the overall
organization and management of the system will be consistent.
Various elements, both visual or physical, may be used to linked the
individual parks to o_he another within the system. The use of
landscape elements may be one method of physical linkage. For
example, materials altfiough consistently used in all parks may be
treated differently at eAch level of the system,

ISSUES

The following issues became apparent through stuay research.

1. IMAGE : Since the development of the Kenora Harbourfront, the
public has expressed a greater appreciation for the use of public
lands. In response, thé Kenora Public Parkland Study was completed
in order to develop 3 policy with regard to future land use and
development within ifs open space system. One of the key issues
brought forward from this study was the ! !

2. ORGANLIZATION : The Town of Kenora lacks a development plan

. Such
organization is needed to aid in the aesthetic consistency,
management and maintenance of these spaces. The enhancement of
the image of Kenora may be addressed in the classification,
rehabilitation and preservation of the existing parks and open spaces
of the commurity,

3. FUTURE TRENDS : The Recreational Master Plan Study, also
done for the Town of Kenora, indicates that current trends show
iThe same study indicates an jnereased i iyt

- Specifically, these age groups indicated
that they would use the parks in Kenora if they were more properly
maintained, more clearly identified and made more accessible.

4, ENVIRONMENT : Increased concern for the environment has
generated a ] i

lation. (Kenora Recreation Master Plan,
1991.) These spaces fay serve a dual purpose of expressing the
natural aspects of the image of Kenora,

5. RECREATION : Intrcased awareness of a healthier lifestyle has
encouraged physical participaction in recreational activitics, both
active and passive, and generated a greater and and u
xjstin, rklands and il within the community,

"Neighbourhood Parks in the Tri-Municipal Area do not usually
have passive areas; génerally they only consist of sports facilities.
These parks do not encourage local, watk-to unscheduled use.” (Town
of Kenora, Recreation Master Plan, 1991.)

6. LINKAGE : According to the Parkland Study, linkage was a major
concern for both recreational users and commercial businesses. These
linkages, whether physical or visual, will help 1o reinforce the

rganization an: arance of the parks an n spaces, A publi¢
request was made for bicyele and walking paths that could
physically link several parks, These paths may be used as part of an
interpretive tour circuit linking sports, community and neighbourhood
parks,

Image - The image of a space is the impression created in the mind of
a user who has experienced the space, whether it be in the visual or
physical sense of use. The image may be good or bad depending on the
quality of the experience and the visual or physical quality of the
space. The impression or image is also influenced by the past
experiences brought into the experience of the viewer. The sense of
‘place’” may cause the image. The actual image of the space may have
evolved from a number of factors including history of the given space,
cultural influences and geological or ecological .influences on the
space. Public perception of the space will be based on these factors
and an impression of the space shall be ¢reated in the mind of the
viewer. The image of a space may be changed by manipulation of the
factors acting on the soace.

Imageability - To heighten the imageability of the environment is to
facilitate its visual identification and structuring. The isolated
elements of paths, edges, landmarks and districts are the building
blocks in the process of making firm diflerentiated structures at urban
scale. Imageability may be the product of powerful natural clements,
More often, they are a product of human modification working for
constitent purposes and with common technology on the basic structure
provided by a continuous geologic process. 1f sucessful this
modification is done with an awareness of the interconnectedness, and
the individuality of both the natural resources and human purposes.”

( Definition from Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City, 1960.)

Any new terminology used within part two of this study, where new
classifications of parks or rezoning of spaces is recommended, will be
defined within the text where appropriate. For example, the
classifications of parks and open spaces to be used in the re-
organization of existing parks will be defined within the
recommendations section of this study.

OBJECTIVES

The Town of Kenora possesses unique qualities which contribute to its
ivisual image. The study of that image will have the following
abjectives,

1. THE IDENTIFICATION OF IMAGE: This study will investigate

s i - The resources to be

';studicd are the historical, the cultural and the biophysical

jenvironments of Kenora. This investigation will seek to clarify the
image of Kenora.

2. THE ENHANCEMENT OF IMAGE AND PARKS: A map of the
‘existing inventory of parks and open spaces within the Town of
iKenora is compiled within the the first part of this study to identify
;the components which make the various parks and open spaces
‘distinct places to both residents and visitors. These parks and open
‘spaces have a significant contribution to the image of Kenora, In its
second part, thi M I isti a
‘yehigle' h i han i ima

23 2 'yehigle' for the expression and enhancement of the visual image
(K ; h thei e - T linkage,

3. THE FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF PARKS AND IMAGCE: The
preservation of the inherent cultural and natural landscape
associated with this specific northern community within the Lake of
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Recommendations for Enhancing the Image of Kenora and its Parks & Open Spaces

Objectives Actions
- Rezoning Map

» Classification maps

l Conclusions of Study

STATEMENT OF INTENT

The town of Kenora is located in the Lake of the Woods area of
western Ontario, Like all other communities, Kenora evokes an
image. Through this study and other previously completed studies it

spegific town, Kenora, based upon its resources, Once the image has
been identified, the study will seck to cnhance that image of Kenora.

This will be achieved by identifying stratoxies for the re-
has been found that the parks and open spaces of Kenora contribute organigation, restoration.and preseevalion of the town's parks, and

significantly to the creation and maintenance of that image. The n_spaces bas ir_gcontribution u
image of any given place is the result of many factors including the impge. A sct of recommended objectives and their corresponding
historical, cultural and biophysical resources of the community, actions will be outlined in order to support this intent. The actions
together with the public perception of and attitude toward its will include a new classification system for the existing parks to
landscape.  This study will seek larify the qualities guide their future development and to enhance their contribution to
charagteristics which contribute to the cssential_imape of this®  the image of Kenora.

| [

the Woods area will rely on planning and design that mai a
wilderness characler in future development of parks and open spaces
‘to be identified in the study. To ensure that the parks and ppen
spaces of Kenora continue to contribute to the enhancement of the

visual image of the community, the administration and rmanagement
1 r:

_] I PHASE dx\TsI l PHASE TWO CONCLUSION
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of these spaces will be addressed within a set of recommendations,

4. IMAGE AND PLANNING PROCESS : To examine the use of image
5 8 basis for the planning and design process of the parks and open
spaces of a given community. This will be achieved, first, by
understanding the process of identifying the image of 2 given
community, and next, by utilizing that image as a conceptual basis
along with known landscape planning principles in the re-
organization of the parks and open spaces of that community. This
a 2!

152 the imageability of 1 vy

STRUCTURE OF STUDY

The above structure outlines the titles of cach page or section of the study to follow. The issues and objectives of this study are addressed in two
phases. hase.one of the study examines the inventory of existing parks and open spaces within the study arca and outlines various contributing
resources as they pertain to the image of the town. The last section of part one defines the image of Kenora, Phase fwo of the study uses thg image
identified in phase one as a conceptual guide to the re-organization of the parks and open spaces of the community using the outlined principles of
design and traditional methods of site planning. A number of concluding recommendations are outlined as objectives and corresponding actions and
are explained in text and map form. The final section concludes the study.

INTRODUCTION




"Kenora i3 a natural gateway of the region, it links east to west by
highway and railroad, it links north to south vin waterways and it
links civilization to wilderness and airways.”

- Florence Mead, Through the Kenora Gatewny, 1981
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{1991 Census). The community is situated in the northwest corner of
the Lake of the Woods, within the Northwestern region of Ontario,
450 km. west of Thunder Bay and 205 km. east of Winnipeg. The area
lies at the approximate center of Canada along its southern border,
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“Not only is Kenora world famous for its fishing, but we are
( surrounded by crystal clear water, 65 miles of pristine shoteline, and
‘ 14,000 islands......all within a few minutes of the downtown Kenora.”

-Ontaric Sunset Country, "Lake of the Woods™, 1991,

"CONTEXT
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*" . Town of Kenora from air showing Harbourfront and

'd / Downtown Area.
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"SETTLEMENT OF KENORA

“Kenora has long since been a meeting plage for carly peoples, even
the animals used it as a crossing point in their travels, Voyageurs and
others stopped in the area to rest before portaging their canoes around
the falls at the head of the Winnipeg River.”

- Florence Mead, Through thy. Kenora Gateway, 1981.

The Tawn of Kenora has been formally settled since 1882, however.
the area of the settdement has been occupied in one form or another for
a3 long as there has been game to hunt in the forests and fish to catch
in the lakes. The area has been inhabited by various peoples
beginning with the Native Aboriginals to the more recent French and
English explorers and fur traders and continuing on to the present
multi-cultural society,

From fur trade and early mining efforts to saw mills, water power
stations, railroads and flour mill production, the industry of the area
has attracted many different cultures to settle in the Town of Kenora.
The variety of cultural mix has allowed the town to acquire its own
unique flavour which has added to the character of the rugged
wilderness and water landscape which surrounds the community,

INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY

Currently, the main industry for Kenora is pulp and paper production,
However, the wildlife of the area provided the first products to be
harvested by fur trappers and mining attracted many prospectors
with ‘gold fever', During the 1880's, small sawmills and tie mills
which were powered by water and hydro electric generating stations
on the the Winnipeg River, were built to feed the construction of the
railway from eastern Canada to the west. The forest industry has
flourished in the region ever since then. Flour mills were also built in
the area, taking advantage of early water power and rail.

The railroad, which was the key development bringing life to the
former town of Rat Portage, was at one time the second largest
employer of the community but has since decreased in impartance.
The town now relies heavily on tourism in the region and both the
federal and provindial governments for further employment.

Mining in the Kenora area is still quite active. Beside the abundance
of forest products, wild rice, fish and wildlife, the area offers many
mineral resources such a3 gold, nickel, copper, silver, uranium,
molybdenum, lead, zinc and iron,

Kenora is located in the center of & prime hunting and fishing area
with numercus tourist resorts and fshing camps in the area. The
many surrounding cottage areas and tourist resorts in the region
generate a substantial tourist trade for the community.

INDUSTRY & TIME LINE

1600
Fur Trade
1700
1800
Mining
Hydro--—-—-> Saw mill-> Railroad
Flour mill
1500
Pulp and Paper
Mining supplier
(float plane)
Boat building
Brick and concrete
Government

Tourism

SCOPE & LIMITATIONS

The area of study for this project will comprise all public open spaces,
designated and undesignated, developed and undeveloped, under the
ownership and within the limits of the Town of Kenora (including
Norman). School grounds make up a considerable portion of the open
space facilities of 4 small community and will also be included in the
study area. Areas of land currently zoned a3 rural will be included in
the open space Inventory and considered along with all zoned open
space for development or desighation within a new hierarchy of the
open space system.

The "designated” and ‘undesignated’ parks spaces as defined in the
inventory of the Kenora Public Parkland Study (1989) will be referred
to and re-classified according to 4 new hierarchy of spaces to be
established in the practicum. (Refer to “definitions' and ‘design
strategy' sections)

The project will address praposed redevelopment projects for the
existing parks and future development of the parklands within the
community.

The inventory and mapping of existing parks and open spaces will be
based on information compiled in the Kenora Public Parkland Study
(1989).

The identification of an ‘image’ for the parks will be based on
existing cornpiled data from various sources (texts, previously
completed surveys and studies) and on information received from a
limited number of interviews with key informants. The informal
interviews will seek to define the perceived image of the existing
parklands from a representative group of individuals from the
Comununity.

STUDY AREA
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PHASE ONE

Introduction

This section of the study deals specifically with the identification of
the image of Kenora and how the park and open spaces contribute to
that image. It begins with a field study which outlines the existing
inventory of parks and open spaces within the town of Kenora study
area. Next, an investigation of the various resources including the
historical, the cultural and the biophysical environments which
contribute to the image of the community is presented. The public's
perceptions of the parks and open spaces of Kenora are also measured
through an independent survey and a review of the past studies done
on the area. This combined information is summarized and
synthesized in order to clarify the image which makes this
community distinctive from any other. The application of this
knowledge is dealt with in phase two of the study.
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FIELD STUDY ANALYSIS

INVENTORY CHART OF EXISTING PARKS FACILITIES

Layont and Form: (refer to following map)
The Iayout and form of a community influences the visual quality and
the physical activity within it, and thus is an important part of the
town's Image. The original settlement pattern of Kenora was
established along and in line with the shoreline of the Lake of the
Woods in the present areas of Main street and the Harbourfront Park.
The resultant form i3 based on a pattern of the streets which follows
along the natural curve of the lake's shoreline and is manipulated by
the landform. The placement and angle of a standard street grid in
the downtown area was first established in line with this shoreline.
The width of the Main Street'was established by a short rail track
which diverted goods off the matn line north of the town to a Hudson
Bay Trading Post on Main. To the east of the downtown area the grid
shifts to a north-south-cast-west alignment along the railway east.
The stanwlard street grid is simple and regular when placed upon the
flatter areas of larxd, but becomes distorted in other areas of hilly
topography. As the settlement spreads to the south and northeast,
the standard grid of streets which is dominant in the older, central
section of the town is broken up. In the southem portion of the town
the grid layout Is only minimally disturbed by hills due to deeper
sofls for development, while In the areas north of the milway which
cuts the town in half, the grid i distorted as it is set into the valleys
- and along the hillsides of a rocky landscape. To the north east,
especlally, the layont of the streets follows the easiest course
through the rugged Iandscape. Thus, the ovesll layout of the streets
of. Kenora is influenced originally by shorelire and the railway and,
in its later growth, by landform.

One of the dominant features in the final form of the Kenora is the
railway as it bisects the town into north and south halves. Another
divisional feature is the Winnipeg River which cuts the western
portion, Normuan, off from the 1est of the town to the east of the river.
The Trans-Canada Highway joins west to east as it follows the
rajlway into the town from the west, then sneaks through the easiest
paths of downtown Kenora ag it moves eastward. The rail line and
highway part ways as they-move through the town and continue
enst, . ' .

Districts: (refer to following map)

Districts are formed by both man made and natural elements in this
landscape. These built and natural forms together with cultural
influences create distinctive districts which are a part of the visual
image of Kenora. There are three features which physically
separate areas of the town. These are the the water, the railway and
the topography. The railway cuts the town into two north and south
halves. The halves are in tumn broken up by natural features. South of
the tracks, three districts are divided by a creek and by landform.
The Downtown district is part of the original settlernent area whose
layout lined up with the shoreline of the lake. The Central district is
distinguished in plan from the Downtown area by the shift in the
grid pattern and by the change in function from commerdal to
residential use. Lakeside district is physically separated from the
Downtown and Central areas by the Laurenson Creek. To the north of
the rail line, the fstrict is separate from the Downtown
but gontinues the same orientation of grid pattern except in an eastern
portion of the North End where-the grid lines up with the pattern of
the Central district across the tracks. The

districty are separated from each other and from the North End
district by the major industrial area of the Boise Cascade Pulp and
Paper Mill. The newer section of the town, the Minto and Pinecrest
districts, is different in layout pattern than the rest of the
¢ ity. Here, the standard grid is broken down and manipulated
by a hilly topography. The Minto district lies in a valley overlooked
by the Evergreen district. To the east of Minto the Pinecrest district
follows a "Valley Drive’ to a flat highland. The B igtri
lies in a valley east of Evergreen. The Norman district is the most
removed area of the town of Kenora and functions as a suburb or

* community on its own. This district is physically divided from the

rest of the community by the water channels of the Winnipeg River
and by Tunnel Island. The only threads which connects the district to
the town are the transportation routes of the Trans-Canada Highway
and the railway. Norman was originally developed along with a
major sawmill and water power station. The dam still exists. The
small portion of Tunnel Island which is developed mainly for
"1stitutioral and commercial uses may be considered a3 a part of the

downtown area of Kenora as it curves along the shoreline of Kenora
Bay,

The names of these district cormespond to the names of various schools
throughout the town, industrial use, significant persons and/or
natural features, such as dominant forest species, in an area, For
example the Evergreen district took its name from the common name,
‘evergreen’, for coniferous trees which dominate its forested
landscape. Lakeside is on the southern lakeshore lined portion of
town. The Brickyard district took its name from a brick making plant
which was formerly located in the area. The Minto district is so
named after the first street developed in the new residential area.
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‘Dominant Features:

The main feature of the town of Kenora is the water of the Lake of
the Woods. Access to the water's edge has been improved over the
last few years with the development of the Harbourfront Park and
other smaller parkland spaces along the shoreline within the town.
This shoreline greenbelt is disrupted by « cial and Institutional
use which was allowed to develop along the water's edge earlier in
the town's development. The shorelines of the Winnipeg River and
the Laurenson Creek are minimally accessible from rural, industrial
ot institutional areas only. The Kenora Recreation Centre area is one
of few publicly accessible portions of the Laurenson Creek,

The K] i aphy of Kenora manipulates the layout
and is visually evident in most views within the town. The hills
have many positive effects on the image of Kenora while providing
microclimate protection from winds to residential areas. Views are
created and paths of movement manipulated by the undulatiors of
the landscape.

The rural zoned areas which surround Kenora are important to the
visual character and naharal image of Kenora, They provide a
natural setting for the comumunity and open space for recreation
activities which require a lot of space, such as snowmebiling or cross-
country skiing. Within the developed core of Kenora, undeveloped
open spaces, whether designated as hazard or rural, are a significant
part of the image which sces natural areas included in the plan of
Kenora, Remnant forest land adjacent to schools are a major play area
for youth and adults and corridors for wildlife movemnent through and
into the town.

: o
PARK CATEGORY JNAME OF FARK, AREATRINK TLUG BALL PLAY SEATS GRASS TREES PARKG DOCK BEACH PICNIC WASH CH7/RMIOTHER AMENITIES ZONING [T AT3].UST
NEIGHBOURHOOD  |Lakeside ® 9] [ ® |Rink has been remaved. R R

PARKS Ridcout [ ® ® ® ® [} o5 R1
Central 35 Y ™ ® o) O O ® @ [bleachews 05 R
Evergreen ® ® ® ® [ ) @  [*School facilitics nearby and surrounding forest Q5/M2 r
Pinecrest [ ® ® [} ® [} @  |"Schoal facilities nearby o5 RS
Minto/Kin Valley ® O *School facilitics nearby i
Norman [ ] [ ] [ Y . 0O [ ] [ [] @  |*Assoclated park facilitics . 05 R~
COMMUNITY Anicinabe 100 [ o ® ® [ [ & [ ® ) ping, trails, boat launch, beach volleyball court, fire pits, shelter, open fields 0os R
PARKS Concy Istand 126 [} [ ] [ ] ® [ ] [ ® ® @  [island: open ficld, picnic shelter, partially covered boardwalk, concuession oS R
— Norman 11 ‘9 [ ] ® [ [ ] ® [ ] X ] [ ) @  JCPR caboose; "associaled rowing club facilitios and Dairy Queen ] RC
WATERFRONT Harbour(ront 5 [y ® @ @ @ ® ® ® concession, gardens, boardwalk, pathways, sundial, M.S, Kenora, flags, bumper boats, lookout Os/HZ C
PARKS MacLeod Park/Greenbelt 35 [} o ® ® ® ® fountain, steam boat, steam engine, Husky the Musky, boardwalk, gardens, lookout oS C51
First Ave. Laudromat 1 . [ [ @) [ ® [ ) *Access to lake ! HZ C
JSCHOOL GROUNDS  King George Elementary ) [ ® ) ) track, open ficld, basketball courts, hard surface play arcas, hill; *Rec. Centre adjaccnt I R
Pinccrest Elementary o ® * ® ® ® open field; *associated neighbourhood rink, T.A. highschoo! and adjacent forest n R
Evergreen Elementary ® ® ® ® ® open field, hill, basket ball court; *associaled neighbourhoad rink and surrounding rural forested land 1 RI
Lakewoed Jr. High [ ® ] [ o open field, football/soccer ficld, baskelball court, lennis ¢courl, hard surface play area; "adjacent farest i Rl
Benver Brae l:ilgh ® ] ® open grass arca, football field, bleachers, lennis canrts; *trails in surrounding forest n R
Thomas Aquinus ® ® [ ] ® fopen ficld, basketball court, hard surface play arca; *newly aquired adjacent foresied tand I R
Kin Valley Elementary [ ® [ ] [ ] "Adjacent open ficld (unaccupied open space) i1 kS
{Mount Carmel Elem. K ) [ ] O O ® hard surface play area; *assuciated lookgut park n j |
SPORTS FACILITIES  {Recreation Centre 19 [ ] ® N C L] @] [ ] [ ] 0] ®  [tennis courts, track, soccer field, basketball court, hills, bleachers, Indoor poal complex; *access (0 ereek and shool 12 R,C1
CGolf Course . [ ® [} * [ ] O [ ® |18 hole golf course, sliding hills cross-country ski lrails; *access 1o lake and adjacent Anicinabe beach facilitics o5 R
L A & W Ball Diamonds 4.6 . [ ] bleachers;gravel base ov(.;r entire site [e:53 R.C
PMOCKET PARKS Memorial{Muscum) 0.4 o ® [ [ War Memorail statue, gardens: passive arca 2 C
L'cg(on 0.1 [ ] ® [ ] cenotaphlwar monument), gardens: formal arca c2 Cr
Library 02 ® ® ® ® [ ] planters, ramp, view of Kenora Bay and Harbourfront: passive arca c2 L4
Town Office 0.1 ® ® [} flower bed, signage: corner offset 1o Old Post Office 2 o4 4
Shoppers Mall Triangle 0.1 o fower garden: median triangle Lord RC
{Lookout Park 0.1 [ ® ® ] view of downtown Kenora and Bay: passive area R2 RS
First Ave. Triangle 0.1 ® ) [ ] ® view of lake and access to shorcline and docks: passive area R1 R.C
Main Street corner 0.3 ® ® [ ] part of Harbourfront development and entrance to Main street from west 2 c
Hospital & St. Joscph's [ ) ® [ ] QO O adjacent park/hazard land next to haspital 12
e Triangle by new clinic [ ] ] @] impartant view along highway leading Inlo town from west 12
or;'Er\;';;Acgs ‘l;;‘:vr:t;::\n;Crwk o [} ® O @] O "\-‘Illlrill shoreline and creck vegetation, undevioped marshland and natiral undaturbed farest infand to vast BSA/RU/IIA RCS
(andeveloped raral Bosh ot [ ] ® O Q istand approx. § mi. from town, formerly Kenora Beach; lighthouse, natural sand ond rocky beach and forest arca s
hazand or open spnéc) Forest morth of Minta [ J L4 Q island with sandbar connecting to Concey Island during low water period, naluralsand sharcline o8
Lo a e [ ] [ ] natural undisturbed forest, informal trails, beach shoreline on narthside Os/RU R
Beues Brac n’:ral © *® L ] [ ] high rockelilf edge on Winnipeg river, rocky uplands and natural forest vegetation, informal trails RU 5C
Bluttores Hir Conce | ® ® [ rocky uplands and natural forest vegetation, Informal teaits RU s
uwcberry /Concy [sland ® [ ] (@] informal trails along forested and bare rack hills, views out to lake and town RU/HZ
Stoncy Mtn./ Evergreen rural ® [ J O rocky cliff and forested hill with informal trails and sliding paths RU/M2
Rideout Bay shoreline * ® Y o] adjacent ta ridcout community club o5
Tunnel Island ® ® rural zoned forested arca, undeveloped except for railwvay which culs through at the south end RU/HZ
North of Norman Bay [} [ remnant red and white pine forest an cliff overlooking the west channel uf the Winnipeg river RU
Cameron Bay nfr:l [ ) [ ) rocky upland with sparse vegetation, mostly shrubs and grasses, rocky shoreline RU/HIZ /O ®1
'Ensl Entrance-highway 17 [ ] [} rural zoned area with grass pasture along highway and forested hills RU
LEGEND:
® ADBQUATE FACQLTTES . sssificati (Compiled 1\;siﬂg Kcnoa Parkl;lnd Stl;:éy by Hilderman, 1989 and Tri-
i sifications: Municipal Recreation Master Plan, 1991.)
O NADBQUATE FACLITIES 05~ open space R1,2- residential I1,2-institutional P ] . ..
* undeveloped HZ- hazard M2- industrial SA- special arca See Appendix A-1 for Zoning Map from the Official Plan
**land currently owned by Boise Cascade RU- rural C1,2- commercial for Kenora and Zoning By-Laws, 1966-86.

Designated Parks and Open Spaces:

All community parks are located along the water’s edge and within
the southern portion of the town, The Harbourfront and Norman
Parks are positioned along the Trans-Canada Highway which runs
through Kenora. Anicinabe Park is located further off the man route
with directional signage leading through the residential area of
Lakeside and into the park. A problem of access to the park is
currently being addressed in the redevelopment of the park with a
new entrance road having been cut to allow direct access from the
highway near the A&W Ball Park.

Anicinabe Park and the Harbourfront area also accommodate tourism
needs such as camp grounds, easy access, and major facilities.

The areas listed under Sports Facilities have great potential in being
linked together as a major aports area serving ail major sporting
activities (except soccer) in close proximity to one another, Anicinabe,
the Golf Course and the A&W areas all lie adfacent to one another
and could easily be linked together and developed as a one large park
with a wide mix of active and passive use areas. The location of the
Kenora Recreation Centre is almost central in the plan of Kenora and
is easily accessible from Jand and water to all residents.

Currenty all listed, with the exception of
Central Park and Norman, have only community clubhouses and
rinks. They rely on adjacent school grounds for play structures and
flelds. Norman Park has a comumunity club and rink along with a ball
diamond, a seating area and an associatéd waterfront park. Central
Park has two ball diamonds in addition to the rink. Rideout
Community Club area has the potential of expanding a park inland
and has access to shoreline. However, the adjacent road is presently a
part of a planned industrial route to the mill from the bypass. Such a
development will have a significant effect on any future development
of a neighbourhood park for Rideout. Unorganized play of youth in
this area takes place in the surrounding forests and at Lakewood
school. But, a structured play space and a rest area is needed within
the neighbourhood.

School_argas listed are zoned for institutional activity. These spaces
play a major role in neighbourhood play space. Many schools have
adjacent rural zoned areas that extend play areas into natural
environments. These schools include: Evergreen with a forest and the
‘Stoney Mountain® area surrounding it; Beaver Brae High School
which has a 10 acre area of adjacent land serving as a trail area and
dramatic back drop to the ‘school on the hill'; Lakewood Junior
High-school which uses its adjacent rural land as a natura)
interpretive area and cross country ski trail; Thomas Aquinus school
has recently acquired some of the land adjacent to its kindergarten
through grade twelve school in order to expand its high-school

- facilities. Kin Valley school has access to an open field acfross the

street which is currently zoned as commercial space for the Minto
residential area, however, the area is currently undeveloped and
under threat of being developed as a strip mall. This space is ideal in
size and location for a neighbourhood park area without a rink. King
George school uses the adjacent facilities at the Recreation Centre,

The pocket parks listed are all spaces that compliment some adjacent
building and contain farmal garden plots. These formal spaces are
important rest areas for the adjacent comumercial and institutional
areas.

The gpecial open spages listed in the inventory chart are existing
pocket parks and undeveloped open spaces which are currently zoned
as either ‘rural’ or ‘hazard’ lands. Many areas have the potential of
being linked to existing developed or designated open spaces and
parks such as those close to the previously mentioned schools
(Evergreen, Lakewood Beaver Brae & T.A.), neighbourhood parks
(Rideout), and community parks like Coney [sland (Blueberry Hill)
and Norman Park (Cameron Bay). Areas such as Laurenson Creek
beside the Recreation Centre have great potential for natural
intarpretive centres, The Laurenson Creck cast section includes
shoreline and inland rural area. This may be combined into a natural
cormmunity park. The forests north of the Minto residential area and’
the Kenora Cemetery are the shoreline forests of Rabbit Lake and
should be preserved for their aesthetic, ecological and climatic
influence on the area. This hill top forest arca also provides a
dramatic background for the housing development. Many of these
open spaces are ecologically sensitive areas that are prone to flooding
and erosion. The development of this area may disturb various rare or
unique plant spesies and geologic features such as a natural spring
found along a forest path behind one of the many apartment areas.
The spring which is known to few is used by many local residents for
fresh clear and cold drinking water. The entire forest area is a
wildlife corrider and home to various species of birds, insects and
other wildlife of the area. Some of these plants and wildlife are
discussed in the Biophysical Resource section of this study.

See Appendix A-2 for Photo Inventory of Kenora Parks
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HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT CHART
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Indian Camp

Courtesy of Lake of the Woods Museum)
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According to archaeological records, the region known as Kenora and
its surrounding areas have been the centre of human activity tracing
as far back as 8000 years B.C.. Beginning with the Paleo Indian,
continuing through the Archaic Period and the Woodland Period,
this area has been an important crossroad and gateway to a land
filled with lakes and forests.

The first documented white man to have seen the Lake of the Woods
was Jacques De Noyons in 1688. In 1732, the first white explorer to
encounter the area known as ‘Waszush Onigum, Kee-way-din’ or 'the
portage to the country of the muskrat at the north part of the lake'
was Pierre La Verendrye. The arrival of these French explorers was
soon followed by the arrival of the English and with them the
establishment of a Hudson's Bay fur trading post at Rat Portage in
1861.

La Verendrye at Lake of the Woods.
Form print by A.HHider. Public Archives of Canada.

HISTORICAL RES

The building of the railway between 1879 to 1885 marked the Period: Inhabitants: Development:
beginning of civilization by the new regime and the decline of the 8000 B.C. PALEQ PERIOD
Indian order. Industry and exploitation of the land and its resources
followed with the establishment of sawmills to provide ties and 5000
timbers for the railway and water power to provide energy for the
operation of the mills. With the completion of the railway the -use of stone, wood, antlers,
influx of settlers began and the settlement of Rat Portage grew. At the bone & ivory for weapons &
same time a gold rush brought prospectors and lawlessness to the toots
community, 2000 ARCHAIC PERIOD
As Pierre Berton wrote in The Last Spike: ~use of copper for tools &
"In 1880, Rat Portage was the roughest town in Canada; eight weapons
hundred gallons of illegal liquor poured into Town every month,
hidden in barrels of coal oil...Here on a smaller and more primitive
scale was foreshadowed all the anarchy of a later prohibitign in the >0 ::se OL:O?VX& arro:;v
United States - the same gun-toting mobsters, corrupt officials and vEE Jurial mounds
harassed police.” -pottery
’ 400 WOODLAND PERIOD
Laurel Culture
200 -Initial Woodland Indian
Making of the CPR Railway. BC./AD.
From photo, courteey of Lake of the Woods Museur. 600 AD. -Historic Woodland Indian:
The discovery of gold in the Red Lake area in 1925 once again 500 Blackduck Culture
established Kenora as the rmain center for the distribution of supplies -Terminal Woodland Indian
) ar'\d _rranspor!ati?n to and ﬁ_—om mast northern communities in the 1000 ~dead buried in pits & small
district. As a main center of industry and activity in the area Kenora earth mounds
has attracted many government agencies set up head offices for the 1200 -rock paintin
J northwest region, P &
In 1923 the Kenora Pulp and Paper Mill was built. The mill, which is - f Tt :
presently operated by x:he Boisep(gascade Company, has grown into 1300 Assm_.é)fge, Monsonis
the leading industry in the area and employs the largest portion of .
this multi-cultural community. -Sloux
1650 A.D.  French explorers & Ojibway
_ I ' -De Noyons ~first white man to see Lake of
the Woods (1688)
== 1700
-La Verendrye  -.establishes Fort Charles(1732)
-Ojibway settle  -explores Rat Portage area
g At 1800 -Northwest Trading Co. post
; i = 0 T (on Old Fort Island)
Voyageurs running the rapids. - ule Jou es 0], ~— b 1850 -first gold mining(1850)
From print by C.Butterworth, Public Archives of Canada. golos oo wog VTLL i i e %‘ i English Explorers
' hg [ SIS, i et — -Hudson Bay Co. -post built at Rat Portage(1861}
- -Dawson -Dawson Trail
T ; 7 - 7 -Woolsley -Woolsley expedition passes
e i 7 ]” through area (1870)
: . K 1 -Indian Treaty No.3 (1873)
Kenora Pulp and Paper Mill. i 1 “Saw mill built (1850)
From photo in 1981. 8 B8 B8 Q6 ~Railroad construction (1881)
- Rat Portage incorporated into
Manitoba(1882)
e i, e R = ‘ % E @ % E % - height of steamboat era(1888)
LTV T "H ;;! "vr [ ]‘\ [ [ ]\ ) Scandinavians  -population growth due to
ijﬂ Bt 1 railroad completion(18%0-1900)
e T Just as the atea attracted many settlers who were formally destined “Gold rush (1_890'190”
S | for the west to remain in the Kenora area, the Town has enticed -Rat Portage incorporated into
: - tourists inta the area, making it a world renowned vacation spot. Ontario (1892)
Tourism has become the second largest employer in the Kenora area. -small power plant built on
R aes ) i Winnipeg river east branch
24 / A ™\ 1900 -name changed to Kenora (1905}
d " E\EE"T:IL l \ . - Maple Leaf flour mill built
O e LA Ukrainians, -influx of European settlers
f J g‘l’% Eﬁ DH61 Giant Moth pre-193?. l— ; Polish, Germans after WWI (1920-25)
! A From photo, courtesy of Ministry o -Pulp & Paper mill (1923)
i “ 4 ==E . Natural Resources fles, Y, ] T [ -R.r.-dPLake 8‘::; rush: bush
1§ Fr _ ik = — IF I [m [D pilots and supplies flawn out of
Norman Dam , Kéewatin Power Co. 1913. =] &_‘ Greek, Filipino - Kcr;:;;s:ziuse after
Form photo, courtesy of Lake of the Woods Museum. With the abundance of water power and the easy transportation of M 1950 Mal r P popu \
the railway, the flour milling industry moved into the area and its alaysian, WWIT (45-70)
subsequent influence was the change of the community's name from " Vietnamese
Rat Portage to Kenora. It seems that the Maple Leaf Flour Company ~Trans-Canada highway
did not want the word ‘rat’ associated with, its product. The new completed (1960}
name of 'Ke-ng-ra’ was an acronym formed from the first two letters ~Tourism boom
of each of the following adjacent communities: Keewatin, Norman e = -Beaver Brae Highschool built
and Rat Portage. This mame change of 1905 followed the — -Rec. centre buili(1968)
incorporation of the Town of Rat Portage into the Province of Ontario -i]:c)ppers Mall built(l]9‘/:4;75)
in 1892. Rat Portage had at one time been incorporated into the -Rec. Pool Complex built(l
Province of Manitoga, however, after much disp‘uterv?n?th the province Rat Portage Lumber Co. Fleet - Na-Ma-Puk, Queen, -Kenora Fire No, 23 threatens
of Ontario over the possession of the arca, the Privy Council of the Ethel, Shamrock, and Mary Hatch. town and forest industry (1980}
Dominion of Canada awarded Ontario all the lands from Kenora to From photo, caurtesy of Lake of the Woods Muscum)
Thunder Bay. L_ (From Lake of the Woods Today and Yesterday, by D. Lund, 1975.)
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Winters in Kenora are not as congested with tourist and large scale
community activities but for those who can endure a bit of cold,
Kenora offers many outdoor activities. Played indoors in the Arena or
outdoors on the neighbour rinks, hockey is the most popular of the
winter sports, Weekends and week nights are filled with tournaments
and practices. The Kenora hockey program has produced many
talented players, some of whom have made it to the National
Hockey League. Other less competitive outdoor activities include
ross country siding, down hill skiing and snowmobiling on various cut
traily at the Evergreen ski hill or less formal trails found at the
Kenora Golf Course and through the surrounding forests of Kenora.

For those not interested In sports or recrestional activity, the area
offers great scenery for artwork and natural hardware for crafis, The
town has produced and inspired many talented local artists and
craftspersons over the years, Displays of crafts and artwork take
place almost every weekend throughout the year at the local
chtirches and the museum. The winters alse provide ideal conditions
for observing the annual Winter Carnival and Christmas parades,
which take place in March and Deceraber of every year. Ice sculpting,
log sawing and other races bring the community together during the
the carndvals.
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Kenricia Hotel m ‘Q nn
From photo, courtesy of — =
Lake of the Woods Museun, e—j

Old Post Office
From photo, courtesy of Lake of the Woods Museum,

\ J

The Architecture of Kenora is part of Kenora's cultural past with
many of the buildings created from bricks once made in the
‘Brickyard’ section of town. Local respurces and craftspersons have
produced mahy buildings that add to the unique character of the
coramunity, Many of these buildings have recently been designated as
historical sites in order to protect, preserve and restore them. These
heritage buildings include the Old post office, the CPR station, the
old Museum, the Kenricia Hotel, 5t. Joseph's Hospital, the library,
the Fire Hall, Notre Dame Roman Catholic Church, and the
courthouse bulldings.

Summer sporting activities,for those who love to participate in
athletics or simply to observe the various sports talents of Kenora,
begin carly in the spring and fill every weekend into the fall season.
Sports events include baseball tournaments, soccer tournaments,
rowing regattss and, of course the big Bass fishing tournament, which
attracts peoplé from all over Canada and the United States. Another
event which 3 has gained international exposure is the LOWISSA, a
large scale salling regatta that traverses the waters of Lake of the
Woods. Along with the fall season comes the Kenora Agricultural
Fair which ends off the hot surnmer activities.

-

Rock paintings,

Tent set up at a festival at the Harbourfront.
From phato in Lake of the Woods Life.

Summers in Kenora are very busy with a variety of community events
filling every weekend of the season. The Muiti-cultural festival
which takes place every June in Kenora , is the first major event to
'kick-off the summer activitics. This event brings together many of
the ethnic groups living in the Kenora arca in order to display their
culture, erafts and talents. Next, the July First celebrations of Canada
Day once again bring the entire community together to participate in
various activities focusing around the newly developed Harbourfront,
july, is the busiest month of the summer with such activities as the
Lion's community picnic at Norman Park, the children's festival and
other musical events at the Harbourfront.

Multi- Cultural Festival logos from various participating
groups.

From Through the Kenora Gateway, 1981.

V

Sailboats docked at the Harbourfront
From photo in Lake of the Woods Life.

From Through the Kenora Cateway, 1981.
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Native Headdress
From phota in w;

Indoor activity in Kenora is similar to any community, including
watching television, creating crafts, playing video games and
visiting with friends. Many individuals get involved in music at an
early age due to very well organized music programs within the
schools, supported by many talented musical enthusiasts of Kenora.
Concerts for the school bands, choirs and the independent ‘G-clef'
choir and other jazz bands are held regularly. With the recent
popularity of the movie video many people tend to stay home causing
business to slow down at the local movie theater. On weekends the
mall is filled with people shopping or just visiting each other. Local
taverns and restaurants are a major meeting place for adults during
the winter, however, business is mainly on the weekends.

It is the outdoor activities which make Kenora different. Qutdoor
Tecreation has always been a big part of the lifestyle and cultural
activity of Kenora because of the natural environment which still
remains clean and undeveloped, surrounding the community.
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Devils Gap Rock.

From photo, courtesy of Lake of the Woods Museumn.
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Native Aboriginal Culture

The Native Aberiginal culture of the Kenora area is rich in folklore
and legend. Story telling was once and may still be the key to the
passing on the lessons of history and the preservation of a distinet
culture. Many locations in the Kenora area owe there names to a
colourful Native history. One native legend tells of the creation of
the Lake of the Woods by a lesser god of the Cree.

‘In a fit of whimsy, the Wendigo decided to create a lake,
spectacular in its unigueness.

Being a great admirer of beauty, he decided to make a garden
of the lake and planted all manner of trees and shrubs, wild flowers,
cven cactus.

Taking immense delight in riches, he decided to hide at
treasure in the lake. The rocky shores he made rich with gold and
silver with iron and mica, quartz and fool's gold,

Possessing a mischievous streak, the Wendigo decided to
make & maze of the lake, hoping to confuse those who might try to
drive his people from it.

He made eack part of the lake so vastly different that the
early inkabitants thought of it as four separate lakes and named
them according lo their characteristics - Lake of the Sandkills, in
the south, Lake of the Islands, in the north, Clearwater Lake, in the
west, and in the cost, Whitefish Lake.

To make things even more confusing, the Wendigo congested
the northern half of the lake with more islands than water, creating
@ masterful maze of narrow channels, sheltered inlets, and
treacherous reefs.

When he was done, the Wendige was so emthralled with his
creation that he transformed himself into a rock so that ke could
forever marvel at his work.’

-From "Lake of the Woods Life', 1991,

This colourful legend accurately describes the distinct ecological and
geological features of the Lake of the Woods. Through this story and
others like it, the rich resources of Lake of the Woods, which was
once thought to be four separate lakes, are revealed.

‘Spirit' rocks lay in various places on Lake of the Woods, but few are
still regarded by the natives of today, as holding a powerful spirit
that must be appeased. The rock which lies at Devil's Gap was once
such a 'spirit' rock. 'Devil's gap' was a name given to the point by
people of the area, referring to the face-like appearance of the
boulder. The rock was eventually painted by a tourist who thought
the rock resembled the face of a devil and has remained painted to
this day. Originally natives of the area would have placed offerings
to the god or Wendigo at the foot of the ‘spinit” rock to ensure a safe
passage on the lake, '

In the Native culture, mystery and confusion shroud the origin of the
lake and its name. However, the rock paintings of the arca,
pictographs and petroglyphs of the early native inhabitants remain
as remnants of the past,

POPULATION

The present population of the Town of Kenora, according to 2 1991
census, is approximately 9500. Forty percent of this total is made up
of persons from Scandinavian, Finnish, Polish and Ukrainian decent.
The high percentage of British descendents along with a smaller
percentage of French have lived in Kenora since its original
settlement in the late 1800's. The 1991 census indicates a small
percentage of Native Aboriginals living within the Kenora limits,
however, there is a high population living just outside of Kenora
within areas such as the Rat Portage Bay Reserve.

Ethnic Groups: (listed in order of population > )

British Czech and Slovak
Scandinavian Finnish

French {talian

Ukrainian Russian

Polish Jewish

German Chinese

Netherlands Native Aboriginal
Austrian Japanese

Hungarian Caribbean and African

Other European - Greek, Portuguese, Latvian
All Others - Israeli, Filipino, Sri Lankan

CULTURAL RESOURCES
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VEGETATION

The area of Kenora lies mainly within the Boreal Forest region but
does contain some overlapping species from the Great Lakes-5t.
Lawrenice Forest region. Presently, the dominant species of the region
Is Trembling Aspen, with scattered Black Spruce, White Spruce,
Balsam Fir and Jack Pine. The area was formerly dominated by Red
and White Pine and White Birch sub—climax forests, prior to
extenaive logging and fires. A few Red and White Pine and many
White Birch remain. The Black Spruce and some Tamarack occupy
the shallow swamp and pond edges within the community. Kenora
rests upon an undulating rocky landscape that varies from well to
poorly drained, and dry to fresh, coarse textured mineral soils. The
ares Is mainly & Jack Pine-mixed wood forest with a rich herb and
low shrub under-storey layer with scattered clumps of taller, broad-
leafed shrubs where soils are deeper. The forest ground cover may
consist of Feathermosses, broad-leaf litter and conifer litter,
depending on the over-storey composition and under-storey density,
The vegetation varies from very dense to open depending on the
depth of soils and moisture level. Rocky outcrops are often covered in
lichens and mosses.

WILDLIFE

Kenora, as it became named, was once a major point of portage for
muskrats before the 1900's. Fur trappers could find muskrat along
with many other fur-baring creatures in the woods of Kenora, These
mammals include various species still present today such as bear,
beaver, porcupine, squirrel, hare, moose and deer. There are more
than 40 species of mammals and at least 119 species of birds known to
make their home in the vicinity of Kenora. The mammal population
will vary according to the richness of the shrub layer, the two factors
are interdependent.

Vegetation and soil information provide a basis for habitat quality
or potential for many species. Habitat for an individual species
varies according to their needs for food and shelter. For example the
Marten and the Fisher both dwell in older coniferous stands of greater
then 50 % canopy closure and a diverse under-storey yielding an
abundance of prey. Where as, the moose prefers younger forest stands
with a rich shrub and herb layer in order to feed on the plants and an
adjacent thicker forest for shelter from the winds and snow.

The Lake of the Woods Is a femnant of the Glacial Lake Agassiz. The
present shoreline of the lake are believed to have been formed around
1900 B.C. when the glacial lake retreated. At this time, the small
bands of the Archaic Indian inhabited the shores and hunted big
game in the arca. By the Hme the Europeans entered the arca, the
Native Indians were more settled and relied on hunting, fishing and
gathering for their livelihood and so too, would the new white
inhabitants reap the bountiful natural resources of the land.

Two more obvious geological features in the study area lie in the
Laurenson creck cast area and the forest area north of Lakewood
School.

OGRAPHY & GEOLOGY

CLIMATE

The Laurenson Creek cast aren is i ay pv ja
deposits. The area is prone to flooding with poor drainage on low
relief. In other words the area is covered mainly by marshland,
giving it a zoning or land use value of 'hazardous’ for the purpose of
building. However, the arca fa high in habitat value for both plant
and wildlife species. .

An gsqarpment runs from an area northwest of Lakewood School to the
Norman Dam and west across Tunnel Island. The area is zoned 'rural’
in regards to its land use potential, and may be considered high in its
interpretive value for its typical Boreal forest vegetation and
wildlife value. '

The temperatures of the Kenora area vary from an average of 1 F
during the winter months to 67 F during the summer months. The frost
free period lasts approximately 84 to 105 days with an average

growth period of 154 to 160 days above the low of 42 F.

Precipitation averages 16 inches from April 1 to September 30 with a
normal annual rainfall of 25 inches. The number of annual riny days
is from 75 to 125(based on measurements taken in 1919 -1939,1960).

* Data from the Reconnaissance 5Soil Survey of Parts of Northwestern
Ontario, by Hills and Morwick, 1944; and from the Tri-Municipal Economie

MINERALS & SOILS

The entire region of Northwestern Ontario has been affected by
several stages of gladiation, mainly during the

Pleistocene Era. However, only the deposits of the last glaciation,
the Laurentide of Wisconsinlan Age, are present in the study area. Ice
disappeared from the arca 15, 000 years ago.

The Kenora area rests upon a crystalline bedrock of Pre-Cambrian
Age. A discontinugus mantle of quaternary surficial deposits overlay
the rack. Rugged rocky uplands and rocky lowlands dorninate the
area. The arca straddles the Wabigoon belt of mafic metavolcanics
and metasedimentary rocks and the English River Gneiss Belt, giving
the immediate area a low value of mineral potential.

Through legends such as the 'Creation of Lake of the Woods',
Natives have passed on the geological history of the area in a from
that may be understood by those not knowledgeable in sciences. The
‘treasures’ which were said to have been lain beneath the lakes and
within the rocky shores by the mischievous Wendigo are in fact
present and very well hid, These 'treasures’ form the basis of the
mineral wealth of the Lake of the Woods region. These minerals
include: gold, nickel, copper, silver, uranium, molybdenum, lead, zinc
and iron. Of these only molybdenum is present in small amounts
within the town area.

The majority of the soils in the Kenora area are unarable or incapable
of permanent pasture. The most common limitations of these soils,
classed 6 and 7 by the Canadian Soils Capability maps, are moisture
deficiencies or excess of moisture, shallowness to bedrock, adverse
regional or local climate, low natural fertility, exposure particularly
in lakeshore areas, excessive stoniness, and high levels of carbonates.

WATER

The general microclimate of the town of Kenora with its cold winters
and warm summers is moderated by its location and proximity to a
large body of water. This fresh water source, Lake of the Woods, is
controlied at a level of approximately 324.3 meters above sea level,

11

Development Commission Report, by Jim Doty, 1984, while the land lies at a contour elevation of 324.6 meters. The lake
has many tributaries, including Laurenson Lake and ¢reek. The Lake

of the Woods empties through two channels into the Winnipeg River,

14.8 List of Common Birds found in Kenora
Great Blue Heron Pileated Woodpecker
Mallard Gray Jay
Grouse Blue Jay
Killdeer Raven Black Bird
Spotted Sandpiper Herring Gull
Black Billed Cuckoo Boreal Chickadee
Great Homned Owl House Wren
Night Hawk Marsh Wren
Ruby Throated Hummingbird  Robin
Belted Kingfisher Red-winged Blackbird
Yellow-bellidd Sapsucker Yellow-headed "
Black-capped Chickadee White Pelican
Alsp various ducks, hawks, owls, woodpeckers,
flycatchers, swallows, and warblers
1
A

Winds: The topography and vegetative cover contribute to the
shelter and protection of the immediate arca of Kenora, moderating
the microclimate. The surrounding dense forests help to block the
comrnunity frem harsh northwest winds and stormy southeast winds.

From Plan for th: Development of Anicinabe Park, 1960,

Al i , Y
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- TREMBLING ASPENS ‘
NS S 14 {
Typical soil Profile for Jack Pine Forest . - mﬁ“{:’””"’ , \ \ \\3
=3y

\ WHITE SPRUCE - .

The entire area of Lake of the Woods was not 30 named during the
period of Native inhabitation of the region. The vast area had four
sections so different in character that the natives named them
individually to reflect their uniqueness. These arcas were:

Lake of the Sandhills (south),

Lake of the Islands (north), '

Clearwater Lake(west), and

Whitefish Lake ( east).
Once the Europeans penetrated the area, known then as ‘Lake of the
Islands', the lake became renamed 'Lake of the Woods' due to a
misunderstanding of the Native language and similarity between the
two words for “islands’, ‘Min-es-tic’, and 'woods', ‘Mis-tic'.

\ \T’.izsfxz.”

List of Dominant Plant Species common to area -

Ll & o 5]
g-rintd e T e ek PO ) " PRIy
Jack Pine/Birch/Aspen Forest Aspen/Alder/Bitch Forest k i i il Profile of Forest to Lakeshore Plant and Wildlife
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B

Ground: conifer litter Ground: bare o ] B/ ) , ; i 0 T =" / spgcies

Herbs:  Bunch berry Herbs:  Bunchberry A . . ~; Y > ' : Various seurces, D.Ukmainec, 1991,
Wild Lily of the Valley Sedges LI o TRl y )

Shrubs: Teaberry Lycopodium ' : .
Common Blueberry Shrubs: Stemless Raspberry
Beaked Hazel Dewberry ( t l l ( j

From ficld study, D.Ukrainee, 1991
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in general the responses from adults towards the parks were mixed,
from positive to negative. Their views towards the town's mage
were positive, indicating that it most unique feature was its
- They
described Kenora as ‘an old picturesque tourist town' that is 'small,
‘clean’ and ‘convenient’. Respondents felt that the best way to express
the character of the community would be to place historic_elements
within the parks which had reference to the past industry and
activity of the area. The parks adequately met their physical needs
but failed in regard to aesthetic needs and thus presented a poorly
kept appearance for the community. The public response toward the
image of the parks was mainly concerned with poor maintenance and
inadequate facilities. These poorly managed areas reflected badly on
the aesthetic value and corresponding use of the space. Arcas in
which flower beds and other landscaped features currently exist
encouraged complimentary responses and are greatly appreciated.
The i
Harkourfront, This result reflects the increased use of the waterfront
for many community events since the redevelopment of the area..
Anicinabe was viewed as the most important to tourists due to its
availability of camping spaces for visitors to the area. The most
farmdliar parks included Anicinabe, MacLeod and the Harbourfront.
'l'hpsc parks have been most recently redeveloped or, as in the cases of
Anicinabe Parkland MacLeod Park, have been in use for the longest
period of time and are widely known for their amenities. The main
suggestion as far as improving the identification and character of the
parks was to develop a signage system and promotional map or guide

to the parks. Signage was mentioned frequently as a solution to

The seniors reminisced of the days when the town had fewer parks
and yet, activity was greater along the water's edge, There weren't
as many formal park areas to go to and one had to make an effort to
get to many parks, or play in the bush and on the streets close to their
homes. Places like Coney Island and Kenora Beach stood out foremost
in some rminds for their active atmosphere. Access to these beaches
was either by the Argyle or by a long row in a boat. Those without
access to a boat mainly used the mainland beaches at Rabbit Lake,
namely Houghton's Beach, and some other small beaches on the south
side of this lake. Coney Island was a very active place with a large
concession which housed tables for an eating area and a juke box, A
dance hall was located at the end of the partially covered
boardwalk and was a major entertainment hall until the noisy
activities began to wear on the facility. Sliding, skiing, skating and
watching a nationally ranked hockey team are some of the activities
which kept seniors busy during the winter. Swimming, playing ball
and dancing throughout the summer months kept most groups of youth

very busy at that time, Youth had no problem finding things to do

outdoors, before nintendo was invented!

Today, many of the seniors don't get out as much, especially in the
~winter. However, in the summer, many seniors enjoy walking and

meeting with friends or just viewing different activities around them.

They expressed a need for more rest areas within a neighbourhood

park, such as Central Park which lies close to a seniors apartment

complex,

Kenora Beach{picnic area)
From photos. courtesy of Lake of the Woods Museum.

Historically significant areas that stood out in their minds were /

Anicinabe Park, the old Legion and CPR gardens, some of the few
remaining buildings in the downtown area and Kenora Park on Town
Island which has since been leased out by the Town. Seniors suggested
that these areas could be used to reflect the industry and the eatly
beginnings of the Town. Features to be included in heritage parks such
as the following: an Indian ¢camp at Anicinabe; a beautiful flower
garden reminiscent of those which were once common to all CPR
stations across Canada; a mining exhibit at MaclLeod Park; and more

it IO
GoldReduction Works at MacLeod Park 18903, ~2
From photo, courtesy of Kenora Public Library.

The present youth of Kenora, although easily distracted by
television and computer games, still enjoy playing in the outdoors
especially if it is in the 'bush’ rather than a formally constructed
play area. The forests of Kenora have long since provided its youth
with a natural play area that indudes climbing structures and sliding
hills. Children still play in the streets or in their own backyards
before going to a constructed area, however, they do like the option of
getting further away from mom and dad, to the school yards which
contain some of the few open play fields in town. The only problem for
some kids is access to facilities if they are bussed to school and live
outside of Kenora.

Seniars vs. Youth responses: The favourite play areas haven't
changed that much in regard to playing in the outdoors and activity
around the rink. Both groups played close to home, however, the
present youth tend to use of structured play areas more. The youthful
seniors favoured areas near water and parks which were further
away or they would play on the streets. The preferred amenity for a
neighbourhood park included on both groups' lists was a play
structure for children or grand-children. Youth also exp d a need
for an open area for'baseball, football and soccer activities and the

desire for water. The seniors expressed a need for seating, walking

- natural wilderness areas, which are currently becoming scarce and  CPR Gardens 1929.
paths and shaded areas with a table,
N

enhancing the image of the community in a physical sense and for -
inaccessible to some urban dwellers. r From photo, courtesy of Lake of the Woods Museum.

better awareness of location and direction of parks.

SUMMARY OF THE SURVEY
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OTHER STUDIES

As awareness of the need to organize the form of the community grew
in the seventies, the Town of Kenora had a number of studies
completed. These past studies include the Kenora Shoreline
Development Plan (1979) by M.M. Dillon Ltd., the Town of Kenora
Public Parklands Study (1989} by Keewatin-Aski and Hilderman,
Witty, Crosby, Hanna & Associates, and the Recreational Master
Plan for the Tri-Municipalities of KenoraKeewatin & Jaffray-
Mellick (1992 by the Institute of Environmental Research(1985) Inc..
While the Kenora Shoreline Development Plan has laid the basis
for further study of the area, each of the studies have made their
own major recommendations frorm different viewpoints regarding the
enhancement of the visual quality of the community with specific
reference to individual parks and open spaces. The Public Parkland
Study made an important comment a3 to

to accomnmaodate the needs of residents. Rest

areas were an jmportant requirement of seniors and more play spaces
were desired for children. This study of parks refers specifically to
the need_for a cohesive image for Kenora's parks. The Recreation
Study expressed the general adequacy of recreation facflities was
gond but ! " -
these studies referred to the i
it All of the results of these studies are
summarized and some comments made as to their implementation in
Appendix B-2. In Appendix B-3, the develop plans for two
specific Kenora parks, Anicinabe and the Harbourfront, are discussed.
Each of these studies and development plans makes specific reference
to the overall parks system of Kenora and its lack of a basic theme or
some other organizational schere. Both plans use historic references
in their designs.

- Both of

TRENDS

Past trends were outlined In the Dillon report indicating that
residential, commercial and institutional development would
expand, while industrial development would change minimally.
Commerdal and public facilities had experienced little growth in ten
years while touriam accommodations had Increased slightly (16%
since 1970). Although residential land use had expanded, public open

increased. Their projections over the next 25 years(1980-2005),
showed a regional recreational facilities growth that would jncresse
demand_on facilides in the Kenora area. This due to a Ministry
disclosure of an annual allowance of 125 % cottage development, 2.0
% commercial development and 2.5 recreational development on the
Lake of the Woods.
The present and future socio-demographic trend of Kenora were-]
revesled in the Recreational Master Plan of 1992, Current projections
indicate a population increase by 2001, with an i
’ . Work patterns reflect the
increase in the number of woman going back to work areating a demand
on non-traditional time siots for recreational activities. Family
i i i and thus increasing the
demand for child care services. Fitness has been accepted as an
essential part of lifestyle and with current economic restraints, the
need for i . The corresponding

W

OMPARISON OF STUDIE

O

activities include hiking, biking, and other gytdoor yse. According to
the Cambell's Survey i imi

ecologicaily sensible limit.

i (Il '-'m .A' b
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& PRESENT SURVEY

Studies done in the past mainly addressed the practical needs of the
community or assessed the existing facilities and their conditions.
They point out many problems within specific parks and opens spaces
of the town and offer immediate solutions but do not address the
entire parkland system and community organization as a whole. The
history of the community was adopted as a thematic tool for
organization in some of the park designs and development plans.
However, it was not successfully carried through to the final
development of the parks as monetary investment became an issue.
Historical themes were never discussed in terms of their effect on and
importance to the visual and physical character of the town and thus
were allowed to fade.
Comments made in this study’s survey regarding the adequacy of
facilities support the results of the Recreational Master Plan Study
The results indicate that the nal_n f the publi

in tly an ill be a ate for the futur wth of th
SQmmunity. Survey comments with respect to the need for
neighbourhood parks support the results of both the Recreational
study and the Public Parkland Study, stressing the importance of
passive areas for seating and walking paths, The Parkiand study
supgests the need for rest areas which are important for senior use and
the Recreational Study suggests that the number of seniors within the
community will increase in the future, The survey of senior residents
of Kenora found that seniors wanted rest areas to be developed
within neightiourhood parks.

LI ==
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All of the studies done thus far regarding the parks and open spaces
of the community have commented on the ppor maintenance of
fagilities in all parks. The Public Parkland Study made reference to
the parks as reflective of the natural charagter of the Kenora, This
natural character is identified in specific terms within the public
survey as the lakes and forests of Kénora. As indicated in the public
survey, these natural features are important to the image of Kengra,
A study of the ‘Success of the Kenora Waterfront Development’, by D.
Ukrainee in 1990, expressed the public’s appreciation for the recent
redevelopment work done within the downtown core. The study
indicates that the public is encouraged by such projects which
enhance the appearance of the community and have a subsequent
effect of positively stimulating of the econotny of Kenora.
A major recommendation referred to in all studies indicates the need
T 2 mana lan of th. rks an
Recreation Master Plan and the Kenora Public Parkiand Study both
make specific recommendations as to the need for a Parks and
Recreation Co-ordinator who would be responsible for maintenance,.
programming, long term management and development. However,
from observations of the entire administrative and management
structure in regards to the parks studied in this report, there is
currently no overall gtrategy to guide the administration,
development and maintenance of these parks and open spaces.
The Kenora Public Parldands Study suggests the need for a cohesive
image for Kenora, however, only this study’s survey addresses the
identification and assessment of the image.

gAND STUDY RESULTS

The following observations and suggestions are made based on an
educated assessment and a detailed field study of the arca. They are
supported by the comments and results of the independent survey
carried out as a part of this study and by comments made in the past
study of the Kenora's parklands. Although thé studies completed in
the past have focused on individual concerns and specific areas of the
town from differing viewpoints, all of these reports have made some
general comments as to the overall development of Kenora and its
need for organization. This study addresses the issue of organization
from a community image point of view. This image, based on the
accumulation of all resource data, will be identified in the following
section.

The following observations regarding the parks and open spaces of
Kenora and their contribution to the image of the community, are
based upon my experience and knowledge as a former Kenora resident
of twenty years and education in the field of landscape design. The
rinks of every neighbourhood have always been filled after school
and on the weekends during winters in Kenora. These rinks and

associated clubhouses arg of simple construction and should be
cn'\i i ithi igh 1

rk_amenities, Throughout
the year, natural areas provide for cheap and versatile play
environments. Toboggan runs often take over wide paths cut through
forested areas on any hill in Kenora. Trecs become natural climbing
apparatuses and provide great fort-building opportunities, From my
observations, I would say that the forests are more intensely used
than the formal play structures found in many school yards of Kenora.
For this reason, these undeveloped forest areas shou! res in
the Official plan for Kengra. The residents of Kenora are very

fortunate to have these natural areas to grow up in and cnjoy as
adults. They provide the spaces for education and inexpensive

N
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Anicinabe Park under redevelopment
Photo taken by D.Ukrainee, August 1991.)

Involvemnent in the outdoor environment which current and future
trends eall for. However, over the past fificen years of residential
and commercial development of the area, activity has increased.
Subsequently, many forested spaces have been eliminated or replaced
with some poorly executed redevelopment atternpts. The loss of forest
areas within town limits to future development should be discouraged
by legislation, nges i i ification hel
T . iv TAM, 1

allow controlled access to ecologically sensitive areas and to
encouraga education of the public to this important rosource, Access to
parks such as Coney are limited with the former “Island Cruise’ and
‘the Argyle’ ships which formerly made hourly trips to the Island
having been eliminated, Presently, youth and all others are robbed of
the opportunity to partake of the activity on Coney Island, unless
they have a boat. A ferry system should be created to re-gstablish
aecess to Coney Island and gncourage use of the existing facilities.
With the future increase in population of seniors, neighbourhood
parks will have accommodate more passive use. Sporting facilities
and active recreation areas, as pointed out by the Recreation Master
Plan Study, are already more than sufficient. Rest areas for seating,
meeting and viewing, as pointed out by the Kenora Parkland Study
are inadequate. Thus, the development of rest areas must become 3
priority in the future redevelopment of neighbourhood and
gommunity parks. Areas of historical significance within_the
gommunity may be designated and developed as heritage parks and
the participation of interested seniors encouraged. The overall visual
quality of the parks which was negatively referred to many times
throughout this survey and past studies of Kenora should be
addressed in redevelopment of parks and in proper maintenance

practices to be guided by a Management Plan,
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kb the public .,
Ant n : .

2. To determine what the public's views are in regards to the town
A a| and its parks,

2] parks and open spaces within its community.
£ 4. To determine the open space needs of the public and their preferred

X identifying their open space needs and adequacy of the curfent parks.

INTRODUCTION

Public perceptions are an important contributing resource, influencing
the image of a community by their participation. Since the image
involves two parts, the observer and the observed, the views of the
observer are investigated in this section of the study. The perceptions
of the public observer are measured by:

a) an independent survgy of current views; and

b) a summary of past studies of public needs in regards to the parks
and recreational facilities of Kenora, along with proposed future
trends for the community.

This information is summarized and compared in the following text.
The results and comments from past surveys may support the
independent survey and field study observations.

GOALS OF SURVEY

1. To identify the character of the Town of Kenora as perceived by

3. To determine what the public perceives to be the most important

facilities for an ideal neighbourhood park.
3. To compare the areas that existed for seniors to play in their youth
to the facilities which children use presently, as a means of

6. To investigate the types of activities that seniors participated in
their youth as a means of describing the cultural activity of the
community during the early part of the century.
7. To identify the need for and location of a heritage park and to
describe the key components within such a park.

14



RESOURCE SUMMARY"

"In the natural environment of every city, there are elements of both
the distinctive and the common. It is to the distinctive features of
their natural environment that cities owe their location, their
historic growth and population distribution, even the character of
their buildings, streets, and parks. Most cities occupy the sites of
anclent villages, selected by the original inhabitants for ecase of
defense, access to supplies of water, fuel, and building materials, and
proximity to transportation routes,”
- Ann Whiston Spim, The Granite Garden, 1984,

The image of the town of Kenora, like other urban centres, has
evolved due to the interaction of its inhabitants with the natural
environment, its resources and unique features. This specific natural
environment was chosen for the location and development of a
settlernent of various cultures due to its vast economic potential.
While cultural biases have influenced the planning and design of the
fown, it is the natural resources which are responsible for the
location, industrial growth and types of activity which have taken
place since seitlement by the Europeans.

LIIST()RY: The historic development of Kenora, both economically
and culturally, follows a pattem of discovery and exploitation of the
natural resources in the Kenora ares. The potential industries of the
area, beginning with the fur trade, dictated the site of the
settiement.  As mining and lumber milling began in the region and
the construction of a railway link to the rest of Canada was
completed, the town became permanently ecstablished and
Incorporated into the Province of Ontario, in 1832. Not only did the
Industrial use of the natural resources influence the location of the
town, but It eventually would be responsible for its renarming from Rat
Portage to Kenora. .

BIOPHYSICAL: It is the specific bedrock geology, water, boreal
forest elements, wildlife and climate of the Pre-Cambrian shicld
which distinguish this region from others such as the prairie region.
The availability of its natural resources have encouraged
development of specific areas within the region such as Kenora. The
landform, climate and access o water, forests and mincral resources
have influenced the pattern of the settlement, the economic potential
of the area and its attraction of settlers from varying cultural
backgrounds. The establishment and growth of Kenora has relied on
the availability of wildlife, minerals, forests and water. The lakes
which cover a large portion of the landscape acted as the major
transportation routes before advances in technology allowed the
development of land routes across the rocky hills and over the rivers
of the arca. Since the construction of the CN-CP railway and the
Trans-Canada highway, the town has diverted its interests
internally to its man made environment on the land and the
industrial uses of its forests and minerals, However, as tourism
becomes increasingly important to the economy of Kenora, greater
attention has once again turned toward the potential aesthetic and
recreational uses of land and the water surrounding and within the
town,

CULTURE: The diversity of cultures within Kenora has brought
with it various methods of planning, design and treatment of the
landscape. For instance, the standard grid pattern used for the layout

of the original settlement of what is now the downtown area of the

present Kenora. The formation of distinct neighbourhoods within the
community is also a product of cultural and ethnic divisions.
Originally, areas such as Lakeside were dominated by people of
Northemn European (Scandinavian) decent and the North End area by
peoples of Eastern European (Slavic and Ukrainian} origin. The
downlown arca was once dominated by the British and Scottish,
Each district took on the imprint of the ethnic group which occupied
it. As the town's population has grown and values and ideas have
changed, these divisions or distinet cultural pockets have been eroded
and stirréd up to reflect the combined interests of the multi-cultural
community, Traces of the original setticment patterns and the
cultural influences are still evident in the architectural and natural
environmients. .

.J

PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS: Parks and open spaces were key factors in
the description of the image received from the public within the
documented surveys. Although the public use of parks has changed
with the growth of the community, the importance of outdoor
activity and involvemnent with the wilderness surrounding Kenora
has remained constant over this period of time. More parks have
been developed on the mainland and attention has been drawn away
from the istand parks to which access is difficult or inconvenient.
However, the parks remain an important part of the visual image of
Kenora. Concern for physical fitness and lifestyle awareness has
created an increased demand for better recreational facilitics and has
over stressed existing facilities, Management and maintenance has
been unable to keep up with overuse of these facilities, partly due to
inadequate planning structures, The future demands by the public
along with current trends for outdoor activity will dictate the need
for better management planning of existing facilities, especially for
seniiors and family use. The administration, restoration, maintenance
and preservation of the parks and open spaces of the community in
the future will require a comprehensive plan for their re-
organization. This plan will ensure that present and future
development and management of the community's parks and open
$paces continue to contribute to a positive image of Kenora,

A COMPOSITE OF IMAGES OF KENORA

T

In summarizing the field reconnaissance and the three key
contributing resaurces along with the public pereeptions of the image
of Kenora, the following points can be highlighted.

1. The history of Kenora follows a pattern of industrial development

and use of the natural resources of the area, The activitics of the
inhabitants of Kenora, both industrial and recreational, are all
linked to the availability of and access to distinct features in the
wilderness landscape.  Their interaction with distinct features such
as the pine forests, exposed hills of granite, and access to waler,
affect the every movement of the people of Kenora. Therefore, it is
not surprising that the image of the community that these people
Id_is dominatg a.connection to the natural landscape.
2. Within the natural landscape of Kenora, the lakes and streams,
pine forests, rocky terrain, hilly topography, and specific wildlife
are all typical characteristics of this region which exists within the
Pre-Cambrian shield. This landscape and its distinct features arg

most obvious within the open spaces of Kenora and the surrpunding
area. In the completed surveys, the public expressed the importange
in

f these spa ntributin the ima { their cormnmunity,
3. The cultural values of the Kenora people are reflected in their use
of theland and its resources. Each culture which has come to the arga
has loft an jmprint on the natural and built ¢nvirpnments of the town,

A lack of regard for the natural environrment has become evident in
the poor mainicnance of the parks, disintegration of the shoreline
and overuse of facilitics, Duc to its increasing economic reliance on
tourism, the town has become more aware of its effocts on this
sensitive ceological environment within and surrounding Kenora.
However, a lack of consistent maintenance and proper management of
the natural spaces of the communpity itself has_allowed parks 1o
deteriorate.  As these spaces disintegrate, their ability to have a
positive contribution to the image of Kenora dissolves,

HE IMAGE OF KENORA

IDENTIFYING .
THE IMAGE OF KENORA

As a review of the cultural, historical and biophysical resources
Indicates, the most pronounced factor in the evolution of Kenora has
been the natural environment. Distinctive features in its wilderness
landscape have affected the location, economic growth and
population distribution along with the character of the buildings,
streets and parks of the town. An analysis of the public perceptions of
the image of Kenora shows concern for parks and opens spaces of the
community and how they contribute to this Image. The image of
Kenora, thus, becomes clearer as an § ingli ifi

- It is the scraggly jack pines clinging to the
hillside of exposed rock in your backyard, determined to survive
another year of hot summer and below freezing winter temperatures.
The image is one of a calm lake disturbed only by a boat and its
fishermen who drift along on a hot summer day trying to catch the
last big muskie left in the Lake of the Woods. It is a quiet walk along
the Harbourfront looking out across the bay at a sky turmning a

- beautiful orange, red and purple as the sun sets behind Bush [sland

and the Hospital. It's the neighbourhood kids slapping the puck
around on an outdoor rink in minus twenty degree weather and having
a great time! These are all bits and pieces of the image of Kenora,
They involve people interacting with a rugged natural environment
which although it has been abused, this wilderness landscape has
remained relatively clean and not yet irreversably tamished by over
development. No matter how overused or mistreated, picees of the
wilderness landscape which existed before the settlement of Kenora
was formed and which continue to surround the town, have
persevered and laid claim to unoccupied open spaces of the
community, .

The parks and other open spaces of Kenora are expressive of bath the
natural landscape element and the cultural element which contribute
to the town's image. The public has acknowledged the important
contribution of the parks and other open spaces to the image of
Kenora. These spaces are one area where the natural wilderness
character that is one element of the image can be maintained and
enhanced in their future development. As well, the parks and open

- spaces can be used to instruct the public of it's past history and

represent their current values with regard to the image of the
community. The parkiands may combine historical and cultural
values which have influenced the evolution of the image of Kenora
within its ecologically sensitive environment. The re-organization,
restoration and maintenance of the parks and apen spaces will help to
continue their positive contribution to the image of Kenora. The
preservation of the parklands will retain and enhance the natural
landscape clements which are so important to Kenora's image.

15



SIGNIFICANT LANDMARKS SIGNIFICANT VIEWS

A,,POST OFFICE 1. LAKE OF THE WOODS

B. KENRICIA HOTEL 2. LAURENSON CREEK EAST RURAL LANDS

C. INN OF THE WOODS 3. THEISLANDS OF NORMAN BAY

D. CN/CP RAILWAY STATION 4. DOWNTOWN KENORA AND THE HARBOURFRONT
E, CPR RAILWAY'

F. KENORA RECREATION COMPLEX BACKGROUND LANDSCAPE )
G.BOISE CASCADE PULP & PAPER MILL el oo

P

AT
I8, 1%t

5. MACLEOD PARK, THE GOODWILL GEISER AND THE

LEGEND: g

WILDERNESS LANDSCAPE

- dense understorey E URBAN CORE
- sparse vegetation & exposed rock
SHORELINE : [Hm RECREATION FACILITIES
SN - active waterfrontarea  Boad SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL AREA
S - privately maintained RESIDENTIAL AREA

S\ ]\

5 L

-

= ';5‘5: o,

20 50

ST ce Ty Lyh

S ok Ve e,
B

NATURAL LANDSCAPE
meme MAJOR PATH FEATURES
== MINOR PATH % - high points
B LANDMARKS -rock cuts
=] VIEWS .. - beaches
BRIDGES & - wetlands

%

4 L
|14

TRANSCANADA HIGHWAY

TURAINEC - 1992 LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, U OF M.

16



PHASE TWO

Introduction

Phase one of this study has identified that the natural wilderness
landscape is a major element of the image of Kenora, and that the
parks and opens spaces of the community have a key role in
expressing this element. The parks and open spaces also express the
cultural activity of the people within their natural environment.
This next phase of the study will seek to enhance the ability of the
parks and other open spaces to express the image of Kenora through
their re-organization, restoration and preservation. The design
principles which are a part of the process of organizing the parks and
open spaces of this community are explained in the first section of
this phase. The enhancement of the image of Kenora is addressed in
a set of recommended objectives and corresponding actions for the
future development and management of the parklands. As part of the
actions to be taken, the reclassification and re-organization of the
parks and opens spaces based on their contribution to image is
outlined in separate plans for each class.
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Process of Design
'Any existing, functioning urban area has structure and identity, even
if only in weak measure. Almost always, a potentially powerful
image is hidden in the situation itself, as in the palisades of Jersey
City, its peninsular shape, and its relation to Manhattan. A frequent
problem is the sensitive reshaping of an already existing
environment: discovering and preserving its strong images, solving its
perpetual difficulties and, above all, drawing out the structure and
identity latent in the confusion.
The shapings and reshapings of an environment should be guided by
what might be called a "visual plan" for the city: a set of
recommendations and controls which would be concerned with visual
form on an urban scale.’

-Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City,1960.

The preparation of a 'visual plan’, as suggested by Lynch, is the basis
for this next phase of the study. The plan which will guide future
development of the parks and open spaces of Kenora builds on the
analysis of the existing form and public image of the area as outlined
in the field reconnaissance and surveys of phase one of this study.
This analysis concluded with a series of diagrams and comments
illustrating the significant characteristics contributing to the public's
image of Kenora including the basic visual problems and
opportunities, the critical image elements and the element
interrelations with their detailed qualities and possibilities for
change. With this analytical background and his own knowledge of
design techniques a designer can proceed to develop a visual plan for
the parklands whose objective is to strengthen the public image of
the community.

The visual plan may prescribe the location or preservation of
hierarchy of paths and spaces, and the establishment of thematic
units for districts, or the creation or clarification of nodal points.
Above all, the plan should deal with the interrelations of elements,
with their perception in motion, and the conception of the city as a
total unified form.

The visual plan may influence the form of physical changes which
occur within the city for other reasons. Thus, such a plan should be
accommtodated within all other aspects of planning for the town, to
become a normal and integral part of the comprehensive plan for the
community's future development. Like all other parts of
comprehensive town plan, the parks and open spaces plan would be
under a continuous state of revision and development as the needs of
the community change over time. The controls employed to achieve
the visual form at city scale may range from general zoning
provisions, administrative review, and persuasive influence over
private design, to strict controls at critical points including the
design of public facilities.

The final objective of a visual plan for the parks and open spaces of
Kenora is not only to effect the physical shape of the community but
the quality of the image it presents. Thus, it becomes equally
important to improve the perceived image of Kenora by training the
observer through educational programs and other activities which
encourage public involvement in their natural environment.
Heightening the observer's attention, enriching his or her experience,
is one of the values of preserving form and image of the city.
(Paraphrased from The Image of the City, published in 1960 by
Kevin Lynch and applied to objectives for the town of Kenora's
parklands. This book provided the basis for much of this study of
imageability. )

Refer to Appendix C for a more detailed review of planning and
design theories.

FIG. 14. The visual form of City A
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Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City, 1960. .

Application of Design Process and Theories to the
Community of Kenora

In Phase one of this study, the examination of the resources identified
the key elements and characteristics contributing to the perceived
image of Kenora. It becomes apparent that the natural setting and
the interaction of its inhabitants with this wilderness landscape is
the basis for the image of Kenora. The discovery and exploitation of
the natural resources of the area has led to the use of local materials
in the architecture of the town, the type of industrial development
and economic growth of the community and the kinds of outdoor
recreational activities of the people who live in or visit Kenora. An
interaction of a specific biophysical factors which come together in
the area of Kenora along with a diversity of cultural interests are
expressed in the parks and open spaces which make an important
contribution to the image of Kenora.

The parks and open spaces of Kenora are most convenient and easily
modified as a vehicle for the interpretation and preservation of the
natural character and cultural history of the community. This may be
achieved by drawing upon the key characteristics and elements of
the image that have been identified in phase one of this study. The
application of the design principles and site planning methods, as
explained, in the management of the parklands of Kenora will aid in
the reinforcement and preservation of the image of the community.
The introduction and use of the image as a conceptual basis for future
development of the parks will establish a method for organizing the
parks into a cohesive system. As well, this process will aid in the
solution of other related issues such as maintenance and
administration of the parks by providing these structures with an
organizational scheme for the community.

In order to heighten the image of Kenora and facilitate the visual
identification of the community within its parks and open spaces, the
isolated elements of paths, edges, districts, nodes and landmarks
together with landscape planting and other site furnishings become
building blocks in the process of adapting the form of the urban
environment with its natural and cultural setting. Since the image is
a two-way process between observer and observed, it is possible to
strengthen that image either through symbolic devices or by
reshaping the surroundings. The design process, which is based on a
set of recommendations by the study, applies a total orchestration of
the landscape elements in order to knit together a cohesive system of
parks which is consistent with the image of Kenora.

DESIGN PROCESS & PLANNING PRINCIPLES
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bbjective 1

To re-organize the management strategies and reclassify
the parks and open spaces according to their
contribution to the image of Kenora.

The image of Kenora may be used as a basis for reclassifying the
parks and open spaces of the community with respect to their
Individual contribution to that image. These spaces may be used as a
vehicle of expression and enhancement of the image of Kenora, The
re-organization of the parks and open spaces should include a
classification system which categorizes the parks according to their
contribution to image, [t will acknowledge the importance of both
the cultural and the natural resources which influence to the image of
Kenota. The classification system for the parks should form the basis
for guldelines which will direct their future development,
management and maintenance. The consistent application of this new
classification system will enhance the ability of the community to
express its image.

Refer to Classification of Parks map

Action 1

1.1 Classification System for Kenora's Parks and
Open Spaces
An organizational structure is required for the parks and open spaces
of Kenora that will aliow the development of a management system
which will encourage maintenance appropriate to the parks
classification. The classification system proposed is based on the
individual park's contribution to image. The following categories or
classes are recommended on the basis of the research and analysis
found in phase one of this report. The classes are: Natural, Cultural
Heritage, Recreational/Sports, and Leisure/Social, The parks are
classed according to historical, cultural and biophysical references to
the community. Certain characteristics within the individual parks
contribute to a general image for the park and allows them to be fit
into the listed categories. For example a park which has been
designated as a Natural Open Space is an undeveloped natural
landscape area that contains certain significant natural
characteristics such as a marsh or a White Pine forest. These distinct
features contribute to the natural wilderness element of the image of
Kenora. Thus, the role of a Nature park will be to enhance the
natural character of the comrunity and may have a secondary role in
educating the public in regard to its sensitive natural environment
which is important to the overall visual image of Kenora.
A rmap of the new classifications for parks and the corresponding
individuat park classification maps are presented in the following
sheets: |

Classification of Parks & Open Spaces

A Natural Open Spaces

B Cultural Heritage Parks

C Recreational/Sports Parks

D Leisure/Social Spaces
This classification structure and its recommended definitions should
be used as a guide to direct future development of the parks and open
spaces of Kenora, All parks and open spaces should be designated,
developed and maintained according to the new classification of
parks and open spaces. The classification system as outlined in the
following maps should form the basis of a revised zoning map. -

]

Paths of Connection or Linkage

An important part of the organization of spaces is their linkage to one
another whether it is made physically or visually. A pathway that
Icads from one space to the next forms a physical connection between
the two spaces. The consistent use of a piece of furniture in a distinct
style, color and material in two separate spaces may imply a visual
connection between the two spaces. The organization of a system of
parks will use both of these physical and visual methods to organize
and combine various parks into a network of spaces,

The linkage of the parks was a concern expressed by the public in
previous studies that were researched. The connection of the parks
referred to in the new classification system is part of an cffort to set
up a new organizational structure, The use of both physical and
visual linkages are addressed in the following ways.

Materials: Between all classes of parks the common palette of
materials and colours should be used to visually link
spaces. For example, wood, granite and brick may be the
basic building materials for paths and landscape
furnishings. The treatment of these material will differ
within cach class of park and is defined on the following
maps of a specific park class.

Signage: Throughout a pathway system connecting all parks, the
design of the signs should include large bold print and
spacific symbols for legibility at street level from a car,
bike or pedestrian depending on the location of the sign
along a watking or driving path. The lettering, style, size
and symbols used on the signs should be consistent within
the entire parks system. A consistent use of a material such
as wood for all signage in parks and along connecting paths
will visually link parks. These signs may be painted
according to a colour coding system to be developed
specifically for the parks. The colour will be important in
expressing and linking the different classes of parks
outlined.

For example:

Groen may be used to represent the Natural Parks,

Brown may represent the Cultural Heritage Parks,

Yellow for Recreational/ Sports Parks, and

Blue for Leisure/ Social spaces,

The signage system will be important for directional
information as well as linkage. A signage plan using simple
symbols for each level of park should be prepared.

Views:  Where possible views 1o strugtures, buildings landform,or
other significant points should be clear. These vicws may
act as a directional guide or a point of reference to lead the
observer along a path to a desired destination. A view may
also be opened up for aesthetic value within the context of
a space. Views may be controlled by design. For instance,
the specific placement of trees or structures can block out
certain objects or lcad the eye of the observer to a specific
view. Spaces can be manipulated to create optimal
positions to view a desired subject. A clear view along a
path is important to visually link spaces.

The overall plan of the pathway system is shown on cach map of the
new Classification of Parks. While consistent materials, and signage
and clear views will visually link the parks, the consistent width of
a path and the various markings for cach level of use will physically
link together the individual park spaces. The spaces of pathway
that link all parks and open spaces within the system should be
identified within a redevelopment plan for the parklands and
approprictely designated on a zoning map which addresses the
reclassification of the parks as outlined on the “classification” map.
The designation of these pathway spaces within the zoning plans
and in the town's by-laws will safeguard administrative control and
maintenance of continuous physical and visual connections between
the parks.

Objective 2

To restore or rehabilitate existing parks and open spaces
within the community in order to enhance their
physical appearance and condition so as to be consistent
with the image appropriate to their classification.

Specific parks and open spaces are in need of restoration and
rehabilitation due to past inconsistencies in and poor quality of
maintenance. This issue may be addressed in the preparation of a
redevelopment plan for the parks and open spaces of Kenora.

Action 2

2.1 -Re¢ommendations to be addressed in a
Redevelopment Plan of Kerora's Parks and Open
Spaces., |

A plan directing the future restoration, regeneration and
rehabilitatlon of the existing parks and open spaces should be
prepared that is consistent with the re-organization of these spaces
within the new classification system explained in Action 1.1 of this
study. The new organizational structure outlined will provide a
framewotk to guide and define a new plan for redevelopment of the
parklands.

The following parks are in need of specific attention within a
redevelopment plan for the parks and open spaces of Kenora, They
are listed avcording to their new classifications.

Natural Open Spaces

The Laurenton Creck West area beside the Recreation Centre should
be protected under the new zoning class O5 1 and remain undeveloped
as parkland. Efforts should be made to rehabilitate the creck
shoreline ara and restrictions be enforced on the walct,

The Laurenson Creek East arca should also be protected under the new
zoning c¢lass O5 1, however, sensitively developed by professionals, a
landscape drchiteet and a marine biologist, as a marsh interpretive
area.

Lakewood adjagent lands and_Tunne] Island rural areas should be
combined ahd connected as a nature trail system under Open Space
class One.

The area known as Blugberry hill an Coney Island should be protected

under the ncw zoning class of OS5 1.

Bush Island should remain undeveloped and protected under the new
zoning class 05 2.

Cultural Heritage Parks
The green belt area should be developed as a heritage park area, re-
zoned as OF 2, for the recognition of the former gold reduction works
in the arca of MacLeod park.

First avenue Laundromat_park should be developed as a heritage
park, re-zoned OS 2, recognizing the importance of the Rat Portage
lumber fleet to the former mill at the present recreation centre site.

The Cameren Bay area should be developed as a heritage park, re-
zoned O5 2, recognizing the importance of the saw, and flour mills to
the area and may be connected to the Norman dam due to its
importance in providing power to the mills.

Recreational Parks & Leisure Spaces

Norman Park should remain a neighbourhood leisure arca and
developed only as specified as a Recreational/Sports area and
Leisure/Social waterfront area.

Central Park should be redeveloped as a neighbourhood leisure and
recreational arca and connected to the foot bridge overpass to the
North End.

The Rideout Community clubhouse area should redeveloped as a
neighbourhood leisure space with a seating area added along the
shorcline. Traffic should also be restricted or discouraged past this
point. If a major transport route is developed through this arca, the
clubhouse should be relocated and a neighbourhood park developed
clsewhere at the cost of the industry.

Jeggi mmunity, glubhouse and rink should be relocated to the
proposed site behind the A & W Ball Park and developed as a small
scale recreational area along with a leisure rest area space for
neighbour hood use.

The Minto area requires a leisure rest area for its immediate
neighbourhood use. This may be developed on the land adjacent to
Kin Valley school. A rink may not be required, however, playing
fields and seating arcas are needed to accommodate this family area.

THE OBJECTIVES
AND ACTIONS

Through the examination and synthesis of the resources of Kenora,
the natural wilderness landscape and the interaction of the people
with their natural environment are identified as the major clements
contributing to the image of the community. The parks and open
spaces of the town contribute significantly to the image of Kenora and
are one of the most appropriate arcas 1o be used as vehicles for the
expression and enhancement of that image. The next step in this
study of the image of Kenora is to outline a set of recommended
objectives and corresponding actions that will enhance the
contribution of the parks and open spaces to the image of Kenora.

The intent of this study states that onee the image is clarified, the
second part of the study will seck to enbance that image through the
re-organization, restoration and preservation of the parks and open
spaces of Kenora. The administration and maintenance of the parks
is also addressed to ensure the continuing contribution of the parks
and open spaces to the image. In order to carry out this intent, the

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Objective 3

To designate, protect and preserve the parks and open
spaces of Kenora

Once the parks and open spaces of Kenora are reclassified according
to their contribution to the image of Kenora, the Official plan and
Zoning Bylaws should be revised to ensure the preservation and
protection of these spaces. The outlined classification structure for
the parks and open spaces is important to the enhancement of their
ability to contribute to the image of Kenora. Therefore, the Official
Plan and Zoning Bylaws for the Town of Kenora should reflect this
importance on a governing level. The adoption of this new
organizational strategy for the parks within these official plans
will guide the future development of the parks and open spaces and
ensure their consistent maintenance. Many of the undeveloped open
spaces are <rucial areas where the natural wilderness landscape
exists within the town boundaries. Their visual character is
important to the image of Kenora. These spaces are recognized for
their significance and included in the new parks classification
system. The current zoning plan should be revised to include these
spaces if the new parks classification system is to be effective. The
current zoning classification of many spaces, such as rural or hazard,
would have to be changed to follow their new classification. Some
new spaces must be reclassifled and would be designated as parkland
or open space. These new spaces are currently zoned under a different
heading. The pratection of shoreline and water lots adjacent to open
spaces, 83 well a3 connecting spaces of pathways between parks,
should be addressed within the amendments to the current zoning
plan.

Action 3

3.1 Rezoning recommendations to be accommodated
within the Official plan and Zoning By-Laws for the
Town of Kenora
The parks and open spaces shown on the parks classification system
rmust be included and their new classifications accommodated within
the current zoning by-laws and Official Plan for the town in order to
cnsure the consistent and proper management of the parks and open
spaces. A revise zoning plan would use the following headings which
are consistent with the classification of parks within the system
outlined in Action L1z
051 Natural Open Spaces
(05 2 Cultural Heritage Parks
(53 Recreational / Sports Parks

a Large Scale Facilities

b Small Scale Facilities
OS54 Leisure / Social Spaces

a Low intensity activity - Rest areas

b Moderate intensity activity - Waterfronts

¢ High intensity activity- Events & Festival areas
055 Connecting paths/routes*
056 Shoreline and water lots
*The spaces of pathways which connect the parks to one another will
have to be rezoned to accommodate their designation within the
zoning map. The width of these paths will be dictated by their
function as a bike or foot route.

The following spaces should be designated and protected under the: |

Officlal Plan and Zoning By-Law for Kenora. They include areas

formerly zoned as rural and hazard. These areas, which in some cases |

are important to micro climate, may act as buffers to residential or
fnstitutional use and are important in expressing the wilderness
character of the visual image of Kenora. These indicated natural
areas, rezoned as OS 1 to be minimally developed for interpretive
use, are important to the proper education and preservation of their
natural environments which contribute to the town’s image.

Present Rural Lands not to be developed:

Forest north of Minto Resldential area- This area provides a
natural background and wind barrier for an intensely developed
hillside residential area.

Beaver Brae Adjacent land - The natural setting of this rocky
hill top area covered by a mixed Jack Pine forest is important to the
visual character, activity and microclimate of the area of Beaver
Brae school and its adjacent residential neighbourhoods, This
undeveloped area is a play area and informal trail network for the
high-school students and people living in the arca.

Stoney Mountain/ Evergreen Hill - The exposed rock cliff in
this area and the high hill provide interesting view points and acts
asan open space area which along with the mill rail tracks divide at
the North End Neighbourhood from the Evergreen Neighbourhood.
The hillside is intensely used by children of both neighbourhoods and
the by students of the elementary school. Within the forest area at
the top of the hill informal trails lead to views out over the
Laurenson Creek East area and access to snowmobile trails leading
outside of the Town boundaries.

. Norman Bay Island - This one remaining island which has
not been cut over for cottage use, is important to the view from the
mainland as onc approaches the downtown arca of Kenora, This
island is quintessential to a view of the Lake of the Woads, which is
part of image of Kenora. The vast view out onlo the open lake which
an observer experiences on approaching Kenora from the west is
narrowed by this and another island which enclose Norman Bay,
drawing the eye of the viewer inward toward a forest lined path
which leads into the heart of Kenora, The island also acts a shicld
to winds off the lake, protecting the bay and calming the walers for
the marina.

Land North of west highway adjacent to the Norman bridge
This area contains a remnant Pine forest which sits high on the cliffs
overlooking the west channel of the Winnipeg River. This natural
area provides a dramatic backdrop to a bridge whose entrance and
exit have native images cast on the ¢olumns.

Areas with natural interpretive value and capability:

These parks which fall within the Heritage and Nature
classifications, should have a primary function of educating the
public. Interpretive areas would be developed as an essential part of
the design of the individual park. .

Laurenson Creek East- This new park may be the main Nature
park within Kenora and would serve to educate the public about the
sensitivity and diversity of the wetland ecosystem.

| MacLeod park and.the Cameron Bay areas would be the

primary interpretive parks displaying the history of Kenora. Since

much of the industrial development of Kenora has centered around
the water, these main Heritage parks are specifically important due
to their location along the shoreline and main routes which are
easily accessible to tourists. The historical reference of these parks is
based on their use of the natural resources of the area, namely water
power used in the flour and saw milling industries and wood used for
rail ties and lurnber.

Anleinabe Park, classified under the new'systern as a Leisure/
Social Space, shall be the special case due to its cultural and
ecological value. The purpose of this park is threefold. First, it is a
significant cultural heritage site to the native aboriginal community
of Kenora. Second, the park makes a significant contribution to the
ratural landscape image of the town as the largest existing parkland
within the town limits. (The park contains most of the typical
Boreal forest zones, with lakeshore, Jack Pine forest and mixed Aspen
forest communities all present.) And third, Anicinabe Park is a major
area of leisure and social activity for the general community of
Kenora. This park should be developed to accommodate all three of
its functions, and should include interpretive facilities which focus on
the importance of the native community and the preservation of this
important piece of natural parkland. Anicinabe Park is a large block
of land which may be developed to various levels of intensity and
activities.

Rural lands north of Norman Bridge, classified under the new
system as a nature area, should rernain undeveloped and preserved as
a remnant Red and White Pine forest which originally covered a
greater part of Norman and Tunnel Island,

Objective 4

To control the maintenance and management of the
parks and open spaces of Kenora.

In order to ensure proper and consistent administration, management
and maint of the existing parks and open spaces within the
community, the re-organization of the parks which is outlined in the
new classification system must be supported by the appropriate
management plans and administrative structure. The management
plan is to be a reference manual and schedule for the adequate
maintenance of all facllitles within the parks system. The plan
should outline the technical aspects of planting, the standards to be
maintained and the use and styles for built structures within the
park. A clear structure of administration for the parks should be
developed to ensure the consistent direction and enforcement of the
management plan and maintenance practices.

Action 4

4.1 Recommendations for Management plan

A plan Is required in order to ensure the continuous and consistent
maintenance of the parks and open spaces of Kenora according to the
new classification system outlined in Action 1.1 ( refer to Action 4).
This plan should outline specific use and treatment of plants,
lighting, seatihg, pathways, edges and other landscape elements
referred to in the re-organization of the parks. Standards for
maintenance practices and a schedule for development of parks
should be inclnded with specific standards for all park amenities.
The following specific recommendations should be included in the
management plan,

Plants: The plants and their distribution pattern found within the
urban contextmay represent their distinction from the surrounding
wildness landscape. Thus, the layout may be more formal and the
plants more traditional in the downtown area where surrounded by
hard surface landscaping. Where a park reflects some historical
significance, the plants and layout may be part of an effort to restore
of the original design used in the area. The use of indigenous plant
material (Boreal Forest species) should be encouraged where
appropriate in all parks. This is especially true in the
rehabilitation of existing undeveloped open spages where a visual
connection of the parks to the surrounding wilderness landscape may
be maintained and provided. Where appropriate and indicated in
the descriptions of parks within the new classification system,
ornamental species may be used to offset features and distinguish a
formal space from a nature space. Individual plant species shall be
chosen according to their hardiness, desired characteristics and
suitability to the site. Soils capability, solar orientation, exposure
and moisture shall all be taken into account.

Nurseries: Plants used to replace dying or infected plants may be
grown on site in larger community parks such as at Anicinabe Park,
within designated areas to be placed in an inconspicuous area of the
park. The town may designate one of the open space areas which are
presently undeveloped within the community to develop its own
nursery to feed major replanting and management programs.. Most
parks, with the exception of the Nature parks, may be subject to
tender to a local nursery with specific quality and species
requirements attached to the tender. These parks, as in all parks in
the community should be subject to regular inspection in order to ensure
quality standards are being met and maintained.

A Landscape Architect, whose general knowledge of plants along
with the capability of design and site planning, should be employed
within the Parks and Recreation Department to supervise the design,
maintenance and management of the parks system, This would ensure
the quality of parks be maintained and the goals of the system be
ensured, :

Built structures should be of simple construction using local matertals
and ¢raftsman as available.

4.2 Administrative structure -

A structure such as the following is recommended to organize the
supervision and the implementation of future development plans and
maintenance of the parks and open space system that has been
outlined. This administrative structure would be managed by a Parks
and Recreation Co-ordinator whose responsibility would be to ensure
the consistent management and quality of implementation of the
system goals.

Parks and Recreation
Co-ordinator
(Development Strategy)

Recreation Division
(Rec. Master Plan)

Parks Division
(Management Plan)

Recreation& Leisure
Facilities Director
Recreation Centre Mgr,

Landscape Architect

Maintenance Manager
Work crews
Service Groups

General public  Sports Groups
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General framework
The general layout and design of the parks should follow the outline

The Lake of the Woods was indicated by residents who were

LEGEND:

of the new classification of parks which Is based on their contribution {nvolved in the survey as an important natural feature of Kenora

(c; image udexp.};lnel? l;: Action 1,1 of the '‘Recommendations’ Section Where possible views and paths leading to the lake should be —'PARKS ‘—““"“‘"—‘—‘LINKAGES

of this study. The linkages between these parks is also explained encouraged in order to draw attention to this natural resource. TURA e STKE/RUN ‘

within the recommendations of "Action 1. A network of pathways ANI;%ED ARE}’S-(%FSE% SP?(S:SES I l I I REC%EgTIONAL & O ) B /R & WALKPATH OS5
which connect all of the parks Is shown on this map and the This map will form the basis for designating parks and open spaces CULTURAL ; 1) Q PORTS PARKS( 53 ~ )
treatment of the paths within cach class of park is outlined on the within a revised zoning map. These spaces must also be addressed u HERITAGE N \\ LEISURE / SOCIAL goeoo]] WATER CONNECTIONS
individual classification maps to follow, within the Town's zoning by-laws. As stated in the ‘Action 3.1°, the PARKS (OS 2) SPACES (OS 4) ’

spaces of pathways which connect the parks, as indicated on this : { >
The following additional recommendations regarding the parks and plan, muslr:l‘so be chignatcd to ensue thcis consistent management, FOOT BRIDGE
open spaces of Kenora are made to ensure a consistent image.
Materials : wood, rock and brick
Where it i3 possible, the various landscape furnishings for the parks
should be produced in the Kenora district. The recommended - -
materials include wood in the form of cut or whole logs, wood timbers; ES
rocks, crushed or large, such as quartz and granite; and brick which is - o —
manufactured in the area. The treatment of material within the . £ '
Individual parks of a specific classification will be consistent, but V.
each Class will be treated differently to reflect the character of ' :
park.
The landscape fumiture such as seating, planters, signage, lighting,
edge treatment and pathways found within the parks should follow
the appropriate style and materials m:atment indicated within the
%c‘gnll:xon of thef CIISSlﬁCahO;\. 4 within th { the 2 . . \ & i ol - NI ; . i

ndscape furnishings foun witnt:gmgnng\_qot k . : ’ e BTN ; Lk ¥ T Fa) &t R
‘downtown’ area should use materials and styles which reflect the ' e T ¢ e Silc o3 13 + T nnd S bt 1ot Clip S ’ ;] BEAVER BRAE ADJACENT LAND
fmportant features of the entire community, such as its industry, |4
- commerce, and cultural activity as it is associated to the natural %
resources of the area. Significant buildings have already been
designated for preservation within the town but they are anly a
small part of the cultural resource of the commumty Since cultural
and_ecological elements are so important to the image of Kenora, the
“parks and open spaces sssociated to significant events in the
downtown area should also be designated for heritage protection,
These areas include the C.PR. gardens and the Muscum’s Memorial |
Park. The activity associated with the waterfront area of the
downtown district has also had a contribution to the image of Kenora
and it historic significance should be addressed in the design of
amenities in the Harbourfront Park. -
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NATURAL OPEN SPACES
Zoning: 051 List of spaces: Laurenson Creck (beside Rec. Centre)

1 Definition: Natural open spaces are those which are currently Laurenson Creck East*
undeveloped spaces with ecologically sensitive environments. These Laurenson Creek behind Gould road
spaces have formerly been zoned as rural or hazard areas where | Tenth Avenue {(pocket on Laurenson Creek)
development was not encouraged due to poor structural capabilities or Bush Island
rocky terrain. ‘These areas important in creating a natural wilderness Lakewood adjacent land®
setting for Kenora, As stated at the conclusion of phase one, this Tunnel Island®
natural character is a major element contributing to the image of Blueberry Hill (Coney)®
Kenora. Therefore, it is important to acknowledge, preserve and Rura! lands nor(h_of highway by Norman bridge*
maintain these areas as natural open spaces. The natural open spaces Forest north of Minto & Cemetery*
may be designated a3 OS 1 within & revised zoning map and protected Beaver Brae ﬂdlficcn! land *
from future formal development which would negatively impact on Stoney Mountain(evergreen hill)*
the visual image of the community, Habitat and plant species should Island off Norman Bay*

be monitored in areas where adjacent urban development threatens

sensitive ecosystems and wildlife habitat.

: These areas should remain undeveloped for formal
use. They may continue to be used by neighbourhood children and
adults as natural play spaces and unorganized interpretive trails.
Structures: None. If any area were to undergo minimal
development a3 a nature Interpretive park, the seating and trash .
receptacies may use rough cut wood or logs. Any formal trails should
be covered with erushed rock or wood chips for traction, meisture and
erosion control. This treatment should also minimize damage to tree
roots. Future hydro and power lines should be diverted around these
sites to prevent disturbance of the exdsting natural image. The width
of existing hydro right-of-ways should be narrowed, where possible.
Plants: The area should be left to develop naturally,

Succession of plants is a part of the natural of the ecosystem.
Designation and protection of the space within the zoning plan
should ensure that this natural process is rermains undisturbed.
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[CULTURAL HERITAGE PARKS
: These parks contain architecture or other remnants of
historical significance to the community. They may be the site of a
historic event or an important industry. The development and
intenance of these parks is important to the preservation of the

the site. A ‘historic walk' may be developed along the routes
indicated on the map of the Cultural Heritage Parks. This path
would lead the observer through the various parks and past
significant points of interest which may be explained on interpretive
panels along the side of the route.

The style of the furnishings used in the parks
including seating, planters, and on other landscape fumishings should
be reminiscent of and important period of history, Historic artifacts
[ray be used as landscape furnishings. The design of fixtures may be
nolded or hand crafted. The treatment of pathways, such as the use
pf brick unit pavers and rail tie edging, should be used consistently in
pll cultural heritage parks to maintain a visual linkage between the
parks of that class.
Elants: Ornamental plants may be used. Where possible, the
restoration of a specific historlc area with its original layout and
. gesign of gardens and the similar use of plants should be encouraged.
Muintenance leyal: medium to high o . .
List of spaces*: First Ave: Laundromat: Rat Portage Lumber Co. Fieet
i Memorial Park: War monument and cultural history
Legion :YMCA gardens, CPR gardens
Cameron Bay area : saw mill, flour mill and hydro
MacLeod Park: existing references to lake use
Green belt ; Sultana Gold Mine and Reduction Works
Town Office space: Old Post Office
St. Joseph's Hospital
Library
CPR Foot Bridge
Oid fort Island: former site of trading post
" The designation of a specific sites for historic preservation and the
recommended historic reference that is listed above is based on
research of the Kenora parks. These are the actual remnant spaces of
historic events, architecture and industry in Kenora.

LEGEND: HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
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RECREATIONAL / SPORTS PARKS

;08 3.A  Large scale facilities / High intensity activity

OS5 3-8 Small scale facilities / Medium iIntensity activity
Definitlon: These spaces accommodate high to medium intensity
sporting activities on an large scale for community use or at a simaller
scale for neighbourhood use. The large scale parks contain major
recreational facilities such as baseball diamonds, soccer fields, tennis
courts, track, golf course, winter sports areas, and arena complex. The
smatler scale areas contain a neighbourhood rink and clubhouse and
may also have an open play field for baseball or other unorganized
sports. The Recreational / Sports parks are import in accommodating
the varlous outdeor activities and the cultural activity of the
individual neighbourhoods and the entire comniunity. This
Interaction of the public with its outdoor environment is a significant
element of the visual image of Kenora.

: Intensive recreational use by large to small groups
and individuals. Participation in these areas is community or
neighbourhood related and will reflect the desired sports needs of
the community. Sports group as well as the gencral public should bea
patt of the design process in the development and management of such
parks. Small Recreational Parks should be associated and connected
to leisure rest arcas within the neighbourhood. Both walking and
bike paths should be developed to physically link the recreational
parks. A signage system along bike paths should also be developed to
indicate the various lengths of different routes. The paths could be
extended outside the study area around Rabbit Lake or to the
TransCansda Highway. The lettering, size and style of signs should
be readable at eye level for the person on foot or on a bicycle.
Structures: The construction of landscape furnishings such as
planters, benches and retalning walls may be of heavy wood timbers
for durability and visual appearance of strength that is associated to
the image of recreation and sports. Asphalt paving may be used on
bike paths and other hard surface activity areas. Gravel and grass
on fields as appropriate. Cut granite paving stone with thick wood
edging may be used on walking paths throughout the recreational
parks. The image of these parks should be bold and contemporary.
Plants; The design of planting areas should allow for shaded
and sunny areas. The use of indigenous plants is recommended.
Maintenance level: high :

List of spaces:

- (OS3-A Kenora Rcv.:rcatinn Centre

A & W Ball Diamonds
Golf Course

| o LEGEND: '
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. LEISURE/SOCIAL SPACES

Loning: 054 - A Low intensity activity / Rest areas

! 054 -B Medlum intensity activity/ Waterfront areas

OS5 4-C High intensity activity / Community events arcas

Refinitipn: These cormmunity and neighbourhood use spaces all
fontain facilitics and features which correspond to a leisure type
activity. This classification is subdivided into smaller units
according to the intensity of the activity and the function of the
spaces. Low Intensity activity takes place in a rest area where paths,
scating, children’s play structures and small open field areas scrve
the needs of the immediate neighbourhood or urban space. The
moderate intensity use areas contain waterfront activities such as
docking , access to water, beaches and barbecue areas. The spaces can
accommodate Individuals, families of larger groups of people. The
high intensity use arcas are mainly for larger group or community
gatherings such as festivals, tourism events and other cultural
activity. These large scale parks serve the leisure needs of residents
and visitors of the community, containing major leisure facilities,
parking, washrooms and concessions. The Leisure/ Social Parks
should reflect the contemporary cultural values and needs of the
community. These areas are important for the interaction of the
public on a less stressful level with the outdoor environment. This
{nternction contributes to the image of Kenora.
Appropriate use: These areas will be under low to high intensity use
for individuals or large groups. The space must accommodate leisure
activities such as resting, sun-tanning, picnicking and barbecuing. The
park should provide areas of use for all age groups from youth to
adult to seniors. Play spaces, rest areas, beaches, performance stages
and parking facilities are among the areas to be included in the
design. The Leisure parks should be connected via walking and biking
paths to Recreational parks. A water route is mapped out to link the
Anicinabe, Coney Island and Norman beaches to eachother and to the
downtown Harbourfront park. The path follows a similar path
which is currently taken by the MS Kenora,
Sinucturrs: The design of scating , planters and other landscape
furnishings should be contemporary. The treatment of materials such
ias wood should be smooth and precisely cut to represent the formal
icharacter of the park. A design for the seating within rest areas may
include a space on the back rest for an engraving or neighbourhood
emblem which s significant in some way to the specific district. .
Crushed rock with wood timbers edging may be used on paths within
the neighbourhood rest areas and cut granite pavers in more formal

Plants: Ornamental plants may be used in the downtown
urban parks and carried over in other rest areas. The use of indigenous
plant material should be encouraged in neighbourhood rest areas to
visually link these spaces with the surrounding landscape. In.
waterfront areas, the reintroduction of natural lake shore specics
would enhance and support the water associated image, ‘

Maintenance leve): high to medium

List of spaces:
O54-A Noman 054 -B Anicinabe

Lakeside Coney Island

Rideout Norman Beach

Central Town Island .

Evergreen i

Pinccrest !

North End O54-C Harbourfront '

Minto

First Ave Triangle

Lookout Park

Hospital

Triangle by new clinic :
Many neighbourhoods which were historically settled by various
cthnic groups have maintained traces of the cultural influence in the
architecture and landscape of the area. These traces may be
enhanced and encouraged through the design of decorative elements
on landscape furniture. A standard piece of wood furniture like a
planter or a bench may be designed to include a space for a distinct
decorative patiern or neighbourhood emblem. For example, the
emblem for the Lakeside park may refer to its northern European
heritage, or thie North End/Evergreen park emblem may refer to
eastern European patterns. The newer areas such the Minto or
Pincerest residential arcas have a more contemporary design for its
emblem. A cortest may be held to design the neighbourhood emblem,

e use of thése decorative emblems on scating and planters will

enhance the cultural character of the individual park while the
standard piece of furniture will maintain the visual connection of all
neighbourhood parks,
Water plays anl important role in the moderation of the microclimate
in certain areas of Kenora, keeping the temperature from reaching
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extremes in both winter and summer months. The inclusion of water in
neighbourhood rest areas is 2 desired element suggested by survey
respondents.

urban rest and waterfront areas. The waterfront parks may have a -
nautical theme for the design of landscape structures and should use
similar design and finely crafted details reminiscent of the former
boat building industry of Kenora,

_ o
. [

s

NORMAN

=" NORMAN PARK BERC
[

CPycadll o
°0000°°°° 09

L
FR90eg gus®?

¢ 0
H

‘ . CONEY ISLAND
: BEACH

Ogo“o : -

—.

A MR

e,
0@, wpuril A
J .
EAETINEL

iy

Da ot

0090 WATER CONNECTIONS

-

1“‘1,5
}l'.

4 tand

H

<l

i An 'M:NT;.' a

e
ROt BN

SOCIAL SPACES

TUKRAMMEC « 1992 LANDSCATE ARCHITEATURE | 1) AF M,

25



| \._.—...,___“_ -
/[ [ e
| ~—— RN . : i HE T,
; ——— R T L TR e
: . . ( o - —
- R — e e o . i e — T R ey
: - N =
e cana — A pas WY
e P e e et e e AN P AR W h W S T U S AMW“‘“‘**““
> i e
— o |\\\§‘\k\(\ % A S ¢ Ly
i A g L ey Gt
P e =
- e, - [
P
G T T 7 £

TR,

L —

GENERAL.REMARKS:
THE STUDY OF IMAGE

A distinct and legible environment not only. offers. security but
heighténs the patential depth and intensity of human
expetience........To some degree, the very process of reshaping a city
to Improve its imageability may fiself sharpen the image, regardless
of how unskillful the resulting physical form may be. Although such
a process may become sterdle if not accompanied by increasing control
and judgment, even awkward ‘beautification’ of a city may in itself be
an intensifier of clvic energy and cohesion.”

Kevin Lynch, The Iinage of the City, 1960.

The ability of the town such as Kenora to express a cohesive image of
Its community within its parks and open space system will influence
the reaction of an observer. A distinct and clear image will leave a
vivid Impression In the mind of observers and may have either a
positive or negative effect on thelr use of this environment,

‘Large scale imageable environments require a certain standard of
planning and management in order to maintain their ability to
express the changing image of a community. The spatial organization
of contemporary life, the speed of movement, and the speed and scale
of new construction, all make it possible and necessary to construct
such environments by conscious design.'(paraphrased, from Lynch,
1960) This study points out one approach to planning and design
which addresses the image of a town in the organization of its parks
and open spaces. Such a well planned environment speaks of the
individuals of a specific community and their complex society, of
their history and asplrations for a better place for living, of their
natural setting, and of the complicated functions and activities
which take place within their urban landscape. The establishment
of a clear organizational structure and a vivid identity are the first
steps in developing strong symbols for urban development. A well
organized system may help to create a sense of place which in turn
enhances human activity within it and encourages stimulation of
memoty and image within the mind of the observer.

CONCLUSIONS OF THIS STUDY OF -- -

THE IMAGE OF KENORA

In the introduttion of this study, the statement of the intent contained
two parts. The first intent of the study was to_jdentify the visual

he tow| igye. This was achieved through
the investigation of the public perceptions, a field reconnaissance and
the exarnination of the historical, cultural and biophysical resources
of the community. The element found to be most Important to the
image of Kenora is its natural landscape. However, the unique
quality of the image of Kenora Is a result of the Interaction of the
people and their specific wilderness landscape. The activities of the
people of Kenora in and around the water and their attitude toward
the surrounding rocky and sparsely vegetated landscape has led to a
visual image of the town. This image contains specific qualities and
characteristics. The qualities reflected in the image are a result of
the way in which the public views and treats its natural resources.
The characteristics that are part of the image include distinct
features of the wilderness landscape such as the shoreline of Lake of
the Woods or the jack pines growing on an exposed hill of rock. It is
these distinct features which dominate the visual image of Kenora.
This natural element of the image is most evident in the parks and
open spaces which exist within and surrounding the town. The
parklands, therefore, bocome the most convenient and appropriate
spaces in which to address the second intent of the study.
Phase Two of the study addresses the second intent which was tg

2

Iestoration and preservation. The parks and other open spaces are
already playing an important role in representing the interaction of
the qultural, historical and natural resources which contribute to the
image of the community, In this final phase of the study a set of
recommended objectives and their corresponding actions was
formulated to 2id In the re-organization, restoration and
preservation of the parks and opens spaces of the community in order
to heighten their contribution to the image of Kenora. A new

organizational structure for the parks and open spaces is outlined to
guide their future development, management and maintenance. The
re-organization of the parks and open spaces was addressed in a new
classification system. The new classes of parklands included
Natural Open Spaces, Cultural Heritage Parks, Recreational
facilities and Sports Parks, and Leisure or Social spaces. All of the
existing parks and open spaces were placed into a class which
reflected their significant contribution to the visual image. The
treatment of structures, plants, signage, and other elements of the
landscape plan of the park are described in the text that accompanies
the map of each classification along with an explanation of the
appropriate usage and functions of the designated parks. These
recommendations are based on the concerns of the surveyed public,
known design principles and planning methods which seek to enhance
the image of park, The recommended restoration and rehabilitation
of the existing parks will improve the visual image of the parks and
the overall look of the community. An administrative structure
which includes the addition of a Landscape Architect on staff is
recommended to support and to direct the future redevelopment of a
parks system. The application of these recommendations will
enhance the ability of the parks and open spaces o express the image
of Kenora and will enhance the overall imageability of the town,

CONCLUSION
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Appendix A-1
List of Parks and Open Spaces of Kenora



Existing Parks and Open Spaces (zoning)

Community Parks Total Area: 133.6 acres

Anicinabe (OS) 100.0
Coney Island (OS) 12.6
Norman (OS) 11.0

Town Island (OS) 10.0 acres
Waterfront Parks Total Area: 9.5 acres
Harbourfront (OS/HZ) 5.0
MacLeod Park / Greenbelt (OS) 3.5

First Ave. Laundromat (HZ)

Neighbourhood Club/Park
Lakeside (R)

Central (OS)

Rideout (OS)

Evergreen (OS/M2)
Pinecrest (OS)

Norman (OS)

Kin Valley Area* (C1)

Total Area: n/a

3.5 acres

School areas Total Area: n/a
King George (I1)

Evergreen (I1)

Pinecrest (11)

Kin Valley (I1)

Lakewood (I1)

Beaver Brae (I1)

Thomas Aquinus (I1)

Mount Carmel (11)

Sports Facilities Total Area: n/a
Kenora Recreation Centre (12) 19.0 acres
A & W Ball Diamonds (OS) 4.6 acres

Golf Course (OS)

Pocket Parks Total Area: 1.4 acres
Memorial (12) 04
Legion (C2) 0.1
Library (C2) 0.2
Town Office (C2) 0.1
Shoppers Mall (C2) 0.1
First Avenue Triangle (R1) 1.0
Main Street corner (C2) 0.3
Lookout Park (R2) 0.1

Hospital and St. Joseph's (I2)
Triangle by new clinic (I2)

Special Open Spaces (Rural / Hazard lands)
Laurenson Creek-beside Rec. Centre (SA)
Laurenson Creek east (RU/HZ/SA)

Laurenson Creek behind Gould road (RU/HZ)
Tenth Avenue-pocket on Laurenson Creek (HZ)
Bush Island (OS)

Forest north of Minto & Cemetery (O5/RU)
Beaver Brae adjacent land (RU)

Lakewood adjacent land**(RU)

Blueberry Hill-Coney Island (RU/HZ)
Stoney Mountain & Evergreen hill (RU/M2)
Rideout bay shoreline (OS)

Cameron Bay area-Norman (RU/HZ/QOS/M2)
Tunnel Island (RU/HZ)

Rideout on Winnipeg River (RU)

North of Norman (RU)

East Entrance on Highway 17 (RU)

40.0 acres




Appendix B-1

Questionnaires: General
Seniors
Youth



General questionnaire:

The following is a set of questions which was distributed to a selected
individuals currently living in Kenora. Individuals were chosen
based on their knowledge of the community and the areas of town in
which they presently live. Members of the business community, news
reporting and tourism trades were interviewed using the
questionnaire.

Occupation: Age Sex
Number of years living in Kenora:___ Neighbourhood:

1. Name those parks with which you are familiar.
For example : Neighbourhood Parks, Sports facilities, Community
Parks, Other open spaces

2. a) What images comes to mind when you think of Kenora’s parks
in general ? ( What Impression do you have of the parks 7)

b) What parks and features within these parks stand out the
most in your mind ?

3. a) What images come in to your mind when you think of the Town
of Kenora ? .

b) In a few sentences describe the Town of Kenora.

¢) What makes Kenora unique or different from any other
community ? .
4. a) In your opinion, what are some ways in which the parks of
Kenora could be made to better express the distinct character of
Kenora ?

b) How could the parks be better identified ?

5. a) Which parks within the Town of Kenora do you consider to be
the most important: 1. to the community
ii. to tourism
b) How could these parks be made more obvious and attractive for
visitors ?

Seniors interview:

The following questions were asked of seniors who had spent a better
part of their lives in Kenora. The interview took place at the New
Horizons Seniors Centre in Kenora.

1. What area of Town did you grow up in ?
" Where do you live now ?

2. What areas were your favourite outdoor places as a child to:
- play in on a regular basis?
- visit occasionally ?

3. What sorts of outdoor activities did you participate in as a child
and where ?

4. What outdoors activities do you participate in currently?
Where do you partake of these activities ?

5. When you have guests visiting from out of town, where do you bring
them in order to show them Kenora ?

6. What areas of Kenora do you consider to be most historically
significant and why ?

If a heritage park were to be built in Kenora, what area of
town should it go in ? What types of things would you like to see as
part of this heritage park ?

7. If a neighbourhood park were to be built in your area, what sorts of
things would you like to see as part of this park ?

Youth questionnaire:

The following set of questions were given to a grade five class at an
Elementary school in Kenora. The questionnaire was given out to
pupils and questions read aloud in order to ensure a unified
comprehension of the questions asked.

1. Where neighbourhood or area of town do you livein ?
2. Where are you favourite places to play outside ?

3. Draw a map of Kenora on the back of this sheet.
-Put a X on the spot where you live.
-Draw your favourite places to play on the map and
mark them with a star (* ).
-Draw other places that you have gone to play on your map.

4. Where do your Mom and Dad go to play sports or just to spend some
time outside ?

5. If you could build a park in your neighbourhood, what sorts of
things would you put in it ?




Appendix B-2

Past Studies:

1979: M.M. Dillon Ltd. - Kenora Shoreline Development FPlan

1989: Keewatin-Aski and Hilderman, Witty, Crosby, Hanna &
Associates - Town of Kenora Public Parklands Study

1992: Institute of Environmental Research(1985) Inc. - Recreational
Master Plan for the Tri-Municipalities of Kenora Keewatin
& Jaffray-Mellick. :



Shoreline Development Plan:
"The most valuable natural asset which the Town of Kenora possesses
is its waterfront. To date, its economic and aesthetic potentials have
not been realized.”

-M.M.Dillon, Kenora Shoreline Development Plan, 1979.

The major recommendations which came from this report centered on
the waterfront areas of downtown and resulted in the Kenora
Waterfront Development Plan of 1984, designed by Marshall,
Macklin, Monaghan Ltd. The report also led to other work on the
southern shore of the downtown area. Some of their other suggestions
were as follows:

-shoreline on the west entrance to the town, near Cameron Bay should
be acquired from Boise and developed as a major marina, seaplane
base, and heavy equipment transportation dock;

-the area of parkland near Cameron Bay should become an extension
of Norman park and preserved as parkland;

- better signage should be placed on parks, Norman in particular

-the shoreline at the Norman Hotel should be developed as a marina
with a boat launch and the islands to the south of this area
preserved, with no further development allowed;

- the rural areas of Tunnel island and north of Norman should be
protected from development; and

-the Laurenson Creek should be cleared to improve boat access,
docking and a picnic areas put in at the Recreation Centre.

The major focus of their development proposal was on providing major
marina facilities and was a direct response to their survey of public
needs. The questionnaire results indicated that the public was
generally dissatisfied with the condition and adequacy of docking,
boat launches, parkland, park facilities, shoreline accessibility and
general conditions within the shoreline parks. The majority (76 %) of
the people surveyed noted a preference for a ‘natural, beautiful
shoreline’ with ‘clean water and other natural elements'. One
element that 82 % of the respondents did not want was more parking
and refuse along the waterfront.

Map 1 - Shoreline Development Plan {proposals)
M.M.Dillon, Kenora Shoreline Development Plan, 1979.

Kenora Public Parkland Study:

“The majority of open space areas(in Kenora) are in a natural
condition and many support mature mixed forest. Typically, many of
these parcels have not been developed because of the rugged terrain
and bedrock outcropping. The undeveloped parcels are important
elements contributing to the visual character and appeal of the Town
of Kenora... The positive image of Kenora has been in part due to
parks."

-Keewatin-Aski and Hilderman, Witty, Crosby, Hanna &
Associates, Town of Kenora Public Parklands Study,1989.

This study of the public parklands for Kenora focused on the
inventory of the existing facilities within the town and investigated
the public response towards these facilities in regard to adequacy and
needs. The report points out the need for a management plan for all
parks and open spaces within the community and presents the poor
quality of maintenance that has led to the parks' disintegration. The
study recommends that many of the undesignated spaces that are
essential to sustaining the natural character of the community be
zoned for protection. The needs of residents were expressed in
questionnaire and interview form and identified the need for a more
neighbourhood park facilities and redevelopment and reorganization
of current sports facilities. Rather than establishing new parks, it
was recommended that the existing parks be redeveloped. However,
a heritage park and a natural park were suggested.

Specific needs of respondents included: playgrounds in
neighbourhoods, rest areas natural passive areas, bike paths,
accessibility for seniors, better signage and marketing, access to Coney
Island, and the protection of Laurenson Creek.

Map 2 - Kenora Public Parkland Study (proposals)
Keewatin-Aski and Hilderman, Witty, Crosby, Hanna & Associates, Town of
Kenora Public Parklands Study,1989.

Recreation Master Plan: This study reviewed the recreational needs
of the community. According to their evaluation of the existi'ng
facilities, the area provides an adequate supply of leisure, recreation
and parks and open space facilities. The future requirements of the
leisure sector indicated that two baseball diamonds, one rink and one
tennis court would meet demands. However the rink and tennis court
should only be built if there is a definite demand. The pall d_iamonds
could be provided internally by lighting an existing fxelq and
upgrading another. The current and future recreatxonal féc‘ﬂxtles
demand will require a full time programmer or director position be
created. The parks and open space areas require better signage and
promotion within a set theme to be created for the comm'umty. The
growth in the seniors sector would require pleasant passive seating
areas be created. One of the major recommendations from this study
would see the adoption of a consistent format for the classification of
the parks and open spaces of the area. The study suggests three le\'rels
of parks, 'neighbourhood’, 'community’, and special open spaces’. A
limit on the sizes of these parks is given in order to avmc.l adding
more spaces that are too small to meet recreational functions and
needs of the community. The study includes definitions of each level
of park, its type and function within the system. The
acknowledgement is made on behalf of the entire parks system for a
required maintenance plan and a future development strategy to
ensure consist and cornpetent development of the parks. The rePort,
reflects the suggestions made in the Parklands report 9f 1989 VthCh
recommends that open spaces be defined and designated in the
Official Pan for Kenora. Parkland dedication policies are suggested
to ensure open space requirements are met by developers.

Map 3 - Recreational Master Plan (future plans)
Institute of Environmental Research(1985) Inc., Tri-Municipal Recreational
Master Plan Study, 1992.
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Appendix B-3

Specific Park Development Plans

1960: Recreation Consultants of Ontario Ltd. - Anicinabe Park
Development Plan

1984: Marshall Macklin Monaghan Ltd. - Kenora Waterfront
Development Plan



The Anicinabe Park plan is worthy of noting because many of the
ideas that were suggested by the original designers, Recreation
Consultants of Ontario Ltd., are applicable to the current
redevelopment of this and other parks in the Kenora area. The
original concept for the park was the 'preservation of heritage and
the Native culture’. The objective of the park while preserving the
natural environment of Kenora was to 'serve tourist demand’ and to
'make available an area in which nature education could be carried
on'. The history of Kenora and the Native culture was extensively
researched. As a result, the park was named for and was to be
developed to reflect the original inhabitants of the area, the
Ojibway. Buildings were to take shape similar to Native
wigwams(winter use), wigiwaman(summer use) and sweat lodges.
The park was also subjected to ecological research and as a result, was
to become a display and preservation area of the distinct ecosystem of
the region. The park was divided into three major zones: a major
activity area subject to intense development; a camping area to have
a limited number of sites and facilities; and a wildlife preserve or
conservation area with trails, lookout, day camp and areas for
limited winter sport. The third area was to replace the golf course
area whose lease would be terminated.

Funding, along with other factors influenced a resulting plan that is
not as extensive as the concept. The golf course area is still under
operation and the threat of its redevelopment is nil. However, the
area does have many informal trails surrounding and through it
runways. During the winter months the area is intensely used for cross
country skiing and tobogganing. The camping area and beach area are
currently under redevelopment with more formal use areas being
added and better access encouraged.. No interpretive trails are
existing or planned. Other than the name change, few of the original
ideas were actually carried through to the final design of Anicinabe.

Map 1- Anicinabe(under current redevelopment)
From photos taken by D. Ukrainec, 1991.

The Waterfront Development Project was also presented by the

designers, Marshall Macklin Monaghan Ltd., with a heritage or
historical theme. The history again was researched and areas were
identified for their historical significance. The Waterfront was, of
course, the main focus of the study and its historical significance
noted. Activities such as fur trading, steamboat operations, sawmills,
and the rowing club were all positioned at the waterfront at one time.
The 'Argyle’ passenger excursion boat was one of many water-oriented
activities which also took place at the downtown waterfront area.
MacLeod Park was once the location of a gold reduction works while
the recreation Centre was the home to the Rat Portage Lumber
company and its fleet of steamboats. The recommended development
proposal for the waterfront included historical reference as well as a
natural parkland, to be created along the shoreline and used to
conceal the large parking areas. Issues such as public access to the
water, open space areas, increased docking and parking areas, and
the view of the harbour from the west entrance to the town were key
elements in the design. Unfortunately, the final design has little to
do with the history of the waterfront in Kenora as suggested by the
historical theme. The Harbourfront design does solve many practical
issues and requirements for the downtown parking and docking
problem.

Map 2- Waterfront Development Plan (1984)
Marshall Macklin Monaghan Ltd., Kenora Waterfront Development
Plan,1984.
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Appendix C
Principles of Design and Site Planning



Principles of Design and Site Planning

The idea of landscape congruence or the blending of a city's form with
its natural landscape, is not a new one. Ever since man first chose to
manipulate his surroundings in order to fit his need for a suitable
living environment he has followed various sets of rules that
responded to the landscape and climate in his location. These rules
were not formerly organized until the 1400's, by Leon Batista Alberti,
who based his set of planning principles on Pliny's theories of 100
A.D.. These principles of site planning could be applied on a small
scale to villas, which were the cottage retreat of the Renaissance
era, or on a larger scale to entire towns. The rules encouraged the form
of the community to respond to the distinct features of its landscape,
and climate. Such rules or principles of organization were applied in
rura) areas of Florence, Italy, fulfilling the needs of the residents and
taking advantage of the unique surroundings. The general principles
may be applied to any area and can be sumumarized as:

1. Gardens should be treated as extensions of the outdoor living
spaces. Built forms should be strongly linked to the landscape by
architectural extensions. Outdoor spaces should respond to the
functional needs of the user.

2. Natural features are to be acknowledged and used in the layout of
the design. A hillside location is preferred for its views, good
drainage and exposure. Proximity to water is important in moderating
the micro climate of an area. Unique features should be taken
advantage of in design layout.

3. Elements of the design should respond to and fit in to the
topography of the landscape. Terraces and stairs may be used in order
to overcome hilly topography.

4. The linkage of spaces and elements in the design are to be
addressed using visual and physical axes and avenues .

These basic principles of site planning have been adapted and
applied to a greater or lesser extent in modern town planning. The
concepts of ecological common sense, human sensitivity and aesthetic
quality are added to the process in the design of a place for people.
Whistler, British Colombia, although mainly a resort community is
an example of a distinct town whose planning addresses the
functional needs of the community while acknowledging the
character of its specific geographic position within the mountains.
This community, while distinctive in its location, is made unique by
its architecture of northern European influence and use of local
materials in its landscape furnishings. The design of the resort makes
use of its natural resources to accommodate the main function of the
resort as a major ski area. The natural environment is acknowledged
within the form of the community through its sensitive layout and
use of landscape elements which reinforce the overall image of a
mountain community. The location of the resort at the base of the
mountains allows for natural climatic protection and ease of access to
ski hills. The landscape furnishings make use of materials such as
wood and rock cut in the area. Here is proof that built form and site
can be made compatible with their natural setting, respectful of their
context. The evocation of the sense of place comes from the town's
response to its natural surroundings while accommodating its main
functions. As exemplified in Whistler, this sensitivity and reflection
of the landscape in the form of the community helps to enhance the
image. This type of sensitive and informed planning can be applied to
any town.

The process of site planning seeks to connects the requirements of the

‘community to the distinct features of the landscape while

maintaining a -sensitivity for the natural ecology of the site. The
following criteria are investigated during the inventory and analysis
of the site and its resources. This information becomes the basis for
the layout of the design and a means of identifying the unique
qualities of a site and the specific needs of the community.
1. Context
2. Geology and soils
3. Topography and drainage
4. Vegetation and wildlife
5. Microclimate
6. Visual and physical survey
7. Social factors- legal regulations, historic associations

economic variables

The synthesis of this information can provide an overall concept or
theme for the development and organization of a design. In the case
of this study of Kenora, the examination of the resources provides a
basis for the organization of Kenora's parks and open spaces, which
may help to enhance the image of the community. The application of
the knowledge acquired in the analysis and synthesis phase can
result in a design that is sensitive in its structuring and layout to the
needs of the community and the natural environment of a given
community. This process of investigation, planning and design should
help to enhance the distinctive qualities of an area. Consistency and
careful design of details such as planting, pathways, landmarks,
seating, and other site furniture will contribute to the image and
identity of a site.
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