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: llte flLoorl of light ivhieh recent disooVeries hàr¡e throyp,r,,:,,,
ì-r.¡l

on antiqrri.tSr his f ;l.l-].en r,Íith special brill.j.aneo upon 1;he þellgious

and polf tieal insti futj.ons of the ÏiepubJ.io and fupire of Rone.

''\mong al-l the topÍs6 oll j.nterest thus illuurined, fer¡¡r Íf iln¡r, surpass

tlie story of the ilestal V'i¡¡ri¡s, who'for ¡1oro +;h¡n a thor¡saÅ,i 1ru,i""

guerded the saeireri. fire and preservecl the troasured, rel.ios ofl the"
:

Reinln people. the di.eÇor¡s¡1¡, l-ess than twent¡r :r-e;1r6 i:rgo, Of the

Atrium Vestae¡ ancl J.ts earefuL exeavatÍon har¡o onl.er¡Jecl for yre
t' ì:

sturlent tlre fi.elcl of historj.e inyestí.gationo and opened to the

reFLeetlve orrcL the poeti.ea]. a rich ni.ne of pathos and srefitinent.

Às oRe st.tnr,ts anong t!:ese ruins l)rirrg silent under j:he

sh¿dow of tho Fa-'i-rti.ne llillr ðrlrl thfnks of ryhat thore stones ancl

broken oolunrns hlrre to te}l, thene i.s a riulckeni.ng of ttre inaginatÍon

and e sti-ffing oli the flaney, tj.11" the Lofty cloioters an.t. spaciou.$

haj-Ls arise u-efore the vision of the nj-nd, pooplecl ec; of oj.o $rÍth

rvhÍte-robe<l rnai-dens, of noble birttr, of st,iinlese gharíroter, øtrar.ged

witir the ¡rost sarirerl oFfj.eos, entrrrsted with the nost vreLghty

oonfi-tlonees, and elike in the dry of povrer anct in the hour of denger

failhliul. to tliei.r trust.

lhe rvorship of Testa, tire Groek Ear/< , i¡¡.ls brought to
Rorne s:ù)rs Liv¡r, (1. Bo,) Ìly Numa fron Alba Longa. Those vrro content

them.çelves v¡ith reforrfng anoient oustorq$ to an origÍn i.n barg

trtl-1-ity fÍnel. a sinrple elpL+nation,iof thls eu'lt in,tho çÊre teken í.n
:.

prehi.storio tirnes to keep a fire.brrrnÍ.ng eontinualL¡r i¡ ev€r]r
'i

settLerrent, frônq whíçh eaeh house.hbj.d oouLd readllf obt+fn the V¿Lued

eLement. The ehar¡1e oF th*s eorynon hearthr s.r3r they, ivoulcl natur1lly
rre siven to wornen, rhe nen n-r"i¡uo o,,un;;;r, -r;;";'n"irr"u, or
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engaged Í.n egri.oul,tural or pletooàt nu**ui.ts, Anrt amons the
!",

those who v¡ere free fron ilrg eilre,s c¡.f a fenily v¡ould be Éarkedt;
tlre best anrl ¡rost conpetenll' ou*todianq,, The round

.1
sizs of the tenpJ.es of Vss¿¿ orey ¡erir41ps be duo to

ii

sirape and snsJ.l

renn,ini soeneeg of,

womênr

out ¡,s



rihe gnali rcttncl- lruts ofl tlie anci"ent L,rti.rl ro,çe, nocl-eJ-s of, r,rhiel¡ 
,,,

., l::.. .'

h,ì.rre been cliscovered in ccngLrterebl.e nunbcrs. ''',, '\ 
,

Bt¡t i.t ma¡r filirlrv be qrrestionecl r'sTiether pureLy .rti\'fituriun

rea6onË can &eeoun't for tire persisteneen throughotrt the hi.sterry ',,

of :r natfon, of scl cJ-earili clefinecl +ncl porvcrfuL i¿ b€,,:l.j.efl. ït
is,'far rqore pro'babJ-e l:lrat tho honorrrr; paÍ.rr to lesla,t¡d her

priestesães Trere ¿ gurvj.vel. aincng the Ronans of the ir,noientr.ainost

tlnivc¡:sel r'¡crshíp of Fi.re. Thi.-s vioir lirs beon ably rraintaineel b;r

iii. Fu¡;tei de cs1¡L..lnt:es'. (Iia 0ite ùntiquo ìi,. 7,) Àflter referring to
'tlie eustoro of keepin¡1 fire eontinualJ.¡r burning on flre aLtar of

evorir house, anri to 1;he ruLes for íts nirintenanee ryj.til Lhe proper

trtiirctr of r¡ood., its exti.n¡itiÍsh¡rent o¡r tirra irearly flestivel of ttre 1s*

of i'iarehr anr.i iis reJ.igtii;i.ng oirj.y Ín'Lire ir¿nner proscribe,J., he goes

on to $åJ¡ , -
t

"ceri rliflf drentes rd¡iles pro',trrent ssgeu que, dans lf opinion

(ics lnçienË, i-l ire sr agissei.t pas seu^i.e¡nent cle pr.crtluj.re on de

conserver un áLdinent r¡ti-le et ,l¡grdlnle; ces Ïronnes vo¡r,-eierrt autrê

eÌ:ose dr,ns J.o Fetr quj. nriî:.e:.t srlr lerrrs ar;te.is. Ce feu é.tnit
qrrolque chose de clj-vin; on 1t¡.doralt, on ]-ui rsndait ur"r vdritabie

crt]-'be...., .., ' 'Ofl réclanait s:r protection; on Le croyrit puissont, r'

This r,¡orr-rl:j.i¡ ofl Fire uls probal:L:¡ oJ.cler b¡, far j;h¡n i;hat

or zeus o¡' Jriiri.ter. îirougli i-n ti.i,ie rlispl.aced fron i.Ls prinritive

pos;i.ti.on of suprerne r"eLigious iraportancê b¡r the elaborete n;rthologj.es

oF tlle Ûlprpi.an rrorship, enon{r-'bhe Ronanr¡ tt -1east it ,ùJ.r{¡,Lys rer,rinecl

a promÍnent ¡:3.aoe. 'lnd in the construçl;i-cn of ttrose r:rytho]ogies

'bire ínfltlence of the pretrj-,storic custa* ¿nrj belfef is tr¡ee¿blê in
tho dÍf,nit5r as;lrl"gne<]'l;o the perscnif j.cltíon of the d.i.vinlty of Fíre.r
(- / --É,or/*tesT:eltitegoc1d.essofltiroiteerth¡asinthepracti.ce,of

l',rter ilges ít n;trr. l:e seen in the pri.rr!.1eges end honours accoptled to

her represent;.rtiveu, tjre _Veslal- Ti.rrins. iíe n:lr thereforgr ,look

upCIn the statenenÌ: o¡ LivÍ re¡¡r,rding the irrportation of .the vors¡íp 6,
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Vestíù from A].b*,, as the eehe of a well.-frounded tradttion that the

ancestors ofl tlie Bon¿n peopJ.e were flire-worshlFpers, Liho many oth$r ,

aneient raoesr anct reproduçottr ín their sotttr.ement 'l¡y the tibor the,.'.r:i't ,

''.i.

eustoms of ttreir florrner itorne. .{rnong these l¡as íncl.uded the oustocly'

of ¡ eentral fire, not simp-l-y for utíLitnrianhut for reli'gious

purposesl bf t band ofl ehosen ancl separ;lted neidens.

The sisterhood thus eoeval wlth the earlÍest da¡rs 69

the traditional Boman nonaroh¡r outl.iverl 'both royel and repubLiça¡r

rule, ancî.'-even the three gLorious centuries of the Enpire' Vert{;als
,ii+l

tended tlre rieattrless flire, and guorded the saaretl synbotrs, whiLe Ronre

sLowl¡r grørin power ancl weaj-th tí.J-tr she rrrLetl the worl.d. C)nLy v¡hen

the ;l,n<lient reli.gion etme Ínto nortal confliiot with the resistLess

poïrer çg Ohrf-stianity dirt ttr-le venerable order p.sss :nray, its wortrç clone,

its purpose flrrLFÍtLed, Le*rrí.ng the honorlrect menory of ln j.cleel wel"l

preserved.

The nt¡ra'ber of the Vest'1ls was l.i¡rltedl to sÍx. When a

vae&no:l' oeeuryeil iìnong !hem, usue,]];' through the death of onp of tlte

sj.sltors,. f.t wlo fiLled b¡r 'the Ponttfex.I{¿xinttF, Cendidlte;ç for the

oflfice wêre to be betv¡eon six anrl ten ¡rs¿¡s,of' agor daughters of

freeborn paronts f-ivlng f-n Ïtal¡r¡boih of whon were lLj.ve at tlre tfure

qrfl the e-1ection, anrl both freo frorn lhe inputatåon of publig or

pr-i.vat,e bleme, The lnrpor{;oneo attaehed to thie quaLÍflicç{jion of

p:i,rentaJ. 'lrli¿melessness i11r¡strates the enxietyr'<lf the Bornans to
'irnaintai.n the pur"ltrv of the Vest'¡tr orkler, an<l nä,i,'f¡s.lf be ilJ.ustrÐ,ted

.. r .l

b¡r the aeeorrnt given ïry T¿¿iXus, (Änn. 2, 86. ), liberíus, who as

Emperor helcl the offiee of Pontif$li,l'?f3x.1p¡1s, ß$ve the Senate the
:

pr"Ívi-).ege ofl elroosing a çandirlnte tp fill the vrei*noy eaused by the

cleath e6'Oceia¡ who for 5? lrears.il',-(8. 0. 58 to A. D' 19)¡ had bcen a

:'
memher of the si.sterhooel. lhq-'etntllclr,tes $er€ the daughters of

t"
Doni-tir¡s PoJ.Lio ancl Fontefus A.grlppa,",antl the sen,rtors s1çsXs(l 'Lhe

Sonnerr fn T*situsr pirrase, ,ltnoo ob aLiud quaur quod ¡tater ejus in
t.:i

eo<lem conjugio mlnebat: nu*flrtgirippt dj.s¡cír1ío dornun isrrirÍnuerrtf'. Thus
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the shaclow of cU-ssension botween the parents of one eanctådate l^¡ås

enorrglr to turn the scaLe a¡1eÍnsl; Ïrer,

From. .,hrJ"us GeLl.i.trs rEe -'l.eern nå,n5r interes'blì.ng partisul¿rs

of the'fornularies of instÍtuti.cn i;n'to thc Cuties of tho Vest:?,lg. the

oerorìony w:i,s pefformed by the Pontifss l,{axirnus¡ and w:rs preeeded b¡, the

shearí'ng ofl the gírlts halr, This i,¡as riade into :. pl¿it anrl J.abolled

with her na¡r6, Ð,nd then lirough* es * r¡otlve offlerlng to the troe cal.led

"Lo'';us CapÍ-l-l-atatt,,whÍeh is saf.d b¡r PiÍ.ny to be over 500 irears oldr ârrd,

is srrpï:osed to har¡o stoocl rrtthin tire preej.nets of the l{ouse ofl the

Vestals, where norr I turf¡r spacç is lefl;. Ttre qrhlld Vestal, elotlred

in ¡rhite¡ì,iw$s then led to the threshol"d of her nen dweLling bi, the

Pontifex Maxiirrls, irho addressing her b)t the nêBe, ttAnata",, 'lfBeloved'lr

adinittect herto the s;lerecl order with an:rncient fornnla ofl initiatÍon,

T¡e vows Trero taken on.l.Jr for a per5.od of thj.rt¡r years, a'l:

the expira'Èion of ',.¡hj.otr the Testal wes flree to returri to her houe, *nd

to nrarny.' .{dv;rntage liits r¿,reLl, taken crf thfs permissåOn, ,9artly, Lt

lvor¡lrt appearr froin ¡ ¡¡f,ural dj.slnslj.natíon to so eonp4:re, e a ehange of

hnl-''Íf snd odsupåtionrlhut' probably ¡rot urore heçausê the rdvant,lge of

rlhe posi.tÍon outweighedr'so eLearly &n¡r 6s"1vabtre fro¡a tlonestio l"ife.
' 

.'' ' r,i,- 11---rrt-, The 'vealth 0f the TestrLs wls ¡1reat. Fron the qer'liest
,i

tines thp orclo¡'haci been errclowecl bl' rhe State, ancl in oourse of tlme i.t
rj i :

1

seerns t$ have aeeumuÏ,{ted'a large'ar¡rount ofl tanded property. A,rnon¡1 '

,i,
other j¿:rüieations of the weeLth.of tÏ¡ie,: orEler lt rnay be notgû thlt tlre

EmUerór'; oonsoled rn unsueeessful €+$Sidate for rnen'bershf.p, the 
,

'':
claughter of Fonteius; Agríppa'.beflore rnentioned, with a giflt of "dêeíes

. .i : . , ,1,'.i ìr'.

ser¡f,Értfi.'t, whi-elr i:f we roekon "ee4tona niLJ"i.aï at fllro8o sterlf,ng,i ,,'
! l,i

woyrl.l arnpunt,to t¡ei.l over ifSOoOCO',-' lto CorneLía¡ eleetett ¡l,n pLace of'/ i !
r't,'. , , lj

Ëe-a$ti.a, (4. D. Pa) ne ga\re "víql"'çs sostertÍuna", ovor 1þtoo,ooo. (Tu,e.
lÌ

¡ i '. ,'' '

Âo.;F. ¡ß, ) t{¿ny Festa.ls also,ireer¡ived eilolançes frorq their farni.i.ies,
i ìr. j'

an,fl'í,F'r¡ras not uncbnrron for these whoqn they ha,l beÍrÍendedl to requite
i;

the ltincinêss 1r¡r gi.fts or beg¡rrosts. l

i'

'lj i ' But the honorlrs and prfvíLçges iìoeordod the prierÍtesse$ otr:i_ ,. :

d..{,r
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Vesta rrero more desirahle than tlielr possessåons. Àdnfssion to the

orttei' conferred at onee exernFtiorr fron all ruler paternal or oivi.e,. såve

the autl"rority of the Ponti-fex li{axí¡rus, ïts rrenbers migÌrt drÍrre ín

ttreir olrn oÐrrf.agos tlrrough the Roman strgets, preêeded by a lÍetor, :

when even the eonsuls mrst yield them preeedenee. Thei-r horses vrere

free from what we have lerrned. to eal.l noorEfiÌandeeringt', (whieh, under

the neme uoollatío equorum"r prevail.ed j-n,{noient Ror¡re, as in Fìodern

South Afriea, ) lvhereas those ofl orctiner¡r olttãens night be taken .for

St.ete puriroses i.n o+se ofl need. An interest:Lrrg example oP tl're kî.ow*

ledge of Rornan liFe rdrieh hes eome to rrs flron unexpeetod quarters ls

¡fforctred 'by the cli.soover3r rtrhi.oh c.lernonstrat.ed thfs prívilege. A bronzê

tab-]-et rvrs found at a flerm nea!" t¡r,lseati, inseri.bed'rt0alpirrnJ.,te

Praetextatae Y. Y. trÎ*xima.€ ínmunås 1n jugo"o Two other sinlJ.or tabL,ets

h4ve been dÍsoovereil, of rqhj-eh one i.s Í.nscrlbed uith the naine of Fl¿rri*

PubLioa anrl one with that oF Sossiar both Testales Maxinae. P1¿des of

honour. rrere nssigned to the Testal Vl¡*in.ç ín tho theatrçs ¿nd in the

Ci.reus. By e rleçree of the Sen*te Ín the reign ofl TIT¡enius ft sias

enected üEuoties Augtrsta theatrun introisset, ut seded Ínte¡, lestalium

eonsideret". (Tae. ,{n. 4. 16 | ) ,!o that thelr dlgnity w¿s enhanoed b¡r

the preseÊe@ ¡¡nong thenn of the Áïapress. And to these nrarÏ<s of regpect

in lífe was adcled a rere and. si.fnffieant honour after dea,thr- ttrey

shared wÍ..tlt the Enperor$ therirseLves the rlgh't, of buríaI v¡i-thi.n l:he

wall-s of Rome.

¡,']
,.1

outtrar$,'i
.:i ,

':
I{or. were these prfv,i,Leges erapt¡r honours. Thel' were the

),
slgn enrl r¡onconritant oll a povrerful influence ín poJ.i'Li.oal

ãf F,li,uþ,s. Inportant state doeunt.eritsìwere entrusted to theÍr o-arêr ðsr:.'.,...
for'i'irnstençe, the lvill of ,AtrgusttrFr-, (Tac. 1. 8. ) Their lnteraessfons

':
ifi;i, ivil di-ssensions,Tiêfe al.wa¡rs,r.ieaeived v¡fth respeet. lïhen, for

i.
'!

L*n ças nearÍn¡¡ Rouêr Vi.tellius rlosfred o

srtr¡rensíon oF hostilíties, atd preva$ed upon the ïestal Vir:sins to bear

hfs,dfspotoh to the generals'of the actvaneing foroe. Though the
.t

ì:i

regrrdst was relîuse<l, Tací.trrs te].ls: us of the meseenflers, t'Testil,lês 
øum"

I
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6o- (Tle.il'list" õ- sl) cees'errs Llfe r¡a's spererl in thehonore diníE¡sa'

$uïlrn presoriptÍons, eÉ the.-requeest of r, Testal. fl¡en tho ln9amot,-s'l'
'.,'..''.

l,fessaJ.ina¡ when her erin@s ï¡eré diseovered by Claudllusr Êo(lght ttre

powerful íntereession of ttrre venerable Testalis [{axir¡re, Tibi¿114, wÏto':

qntlertook the th¡nkless¡ task of innptori.ng nerßy for tire sholn.e-1.ess

çulprít. So ¡peat iva.s her ínfLuenee that t{arplssus hir,rseLß¡ utter}y

bent upon the des'l:ruetj.on of !'{ess*Lina¡ rrontured only to g!.ve hør irn

ambj. g¡rorrs repl¡r.

But this porror ef intereessíon rêa,chod its olÍmax fn the

eustom b¡r r,rhieh if r eonclenned ori.mínal on his rrity to punj.shment

happened to neet a Vest*l' she ni¿Xlit gront hfrt a full end free pardon.

To E¡rard against the possfbiLity of .rbuse, thís prlvilege onl¡r

extendect to aocidentaL meetln¡1so

One rnore ínstanee oF tlne rqËpost aeoordod to tlle Vestal

priestesses n¡y be ei.tedl; thê ouri.ous story gÍven b3r ftleX6niu6 of ttrre

trí.rrnph 6f .Appirrs Cl¿irrl!.us. i{is rreqrrest to be gr¿nted a f,r'iunph hl<l

.:

beon reFrrseô,'!:ut nothi.ng ttaunted, he persuaded his tltughtenr tiho wðs
I

a rnember ofl the order, to enter the tri.ur:rphal ehari,ot with hin. lio

one dared stop the honourecl Vestal; and under hen proteçtf.on he

attai.ned his clesire, and drove unhindered up to the CtpitoL.

Å positlon of sueh priviLe¡lerhonour anrt inflLuen$e wðs nol

Lj.ehtly to'be vacateilr âr).c1 we need Rot wonder that we he,ar li.ttie of

a return fron the peaeo ofl the Vostal- order to the busSr $r:I:rrs of men.

The ob-l"i.gat-i.ons incuryed hir these honor¡red naideng Trerê

the eare oF the sloreqtr fi.re (Cio. tle te8' Ð'. s. ) - that <lrtt¡r flrom

whj.eh the order ¡:nobobl:r ori¡Xinated- the oPflerÍng of elail¡r p¡,a1i67's
j,

and saoriflices forr the r,¡eLfare of the St¡te- the senernonial cleansing

of the lemp}e o¡f;Teqta, whleh lnvoLved drauing water tlaily frour the
,t.lr

sloreel spring.i¡g Sgertia- and the custody of the anaient relÍe known *ts
t.

the PaltadÍuÊ.: Tlris veneratecl i-nageo whlch was said to havo been
i

'brortght froEi,Tfoy by Àeneo's, was n€ver sltov,m to eyss profane. But

,l ,' :

in one oÊ tÞc mosû spir.i"tieei p,tsseges of the "F'agtin (6, 669-590,),/:, 
,,
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Or¡icl teii-s us of ¿n occe,sion v¡hen tlie I{ouse ilnd Teinp-].e of fç¡¡f,¿lyere on

fire ond L. Caecí-l-iits Ï,letei.l-rrS, then gontj.f ex l,ia:çinus, saveti t¡O

Palladflunr fro¡r degtruetÍon. luiore th¡n /ßOO ¡rerrs .,.lter anol:her confilg-

ration ctcs:iroyecl the Atri.irn iestaer Èûr1 thc Vrgj.ns fleti'io the P¿l¡tine,

carr'ying with then the s¿erecl. relic. It is j:oirl of ilei.l¿li.birius th.:ut in

hi.s ins¿ne &ttei{pt to enforee t}re worsliíir of hlmself to tlie exciusi,cn of

ell otllor ciivinitieso he foreibly tooit the ÞaliactÍun flroin {;he'!\erles 'i'esi;,a,e
r. .. ;ì

and chaÍnocL it with golrTen Fetters r,¡j.,{;hin irís oïrn tenple. :,.

Ït h¿s bern ¡trguér$[, fro¡r the r,¡orrls ofl f5ëÈVi-us (in \en'.'?n

L88.) thet ul.l. ihe sevon sacretl toltens of 'ühe prospority of the Ronarr,

peoi,l.e were in eirarge ofl the liesl;alg¡ bt¡t of this there is no ecttr,s,J'

proclf. The b¡l¿nce ofl probebi}í.ty inc].ines to the view tlir,l: eni-¡r'¡1ro

Pai-L¡clirrr,l was kept i.n the ghri.ne of Vesta. i?lren, flor i.nsll;¿rnce, the

Garr].sappearee1beforet1rewai}soflRonein364B,c.tlreVestir..].gand

[].'¿rnen ütirína,Lls fLed to Caere, but burÍ.ecl the saered roJ-i-cs iri jars,

near the houso of the FLanenr froär *jricn tire namer Doliol¡*, r f.iitLe

iar¡ wes given to the spot, and & supers{;-itlon prerrliLed flor'ìri.cicii.ng

, ,-enyone to spit rrpr;n it, (i.,i-vy É,40.) {ence j.t is clear tjr¿t'uhe

sr,crecl tokcns kept by the ües{:eLs \{ere ofl snaLi. size, as l;he}r cou}ci be

tritlllen " j-n t1olÍoLis" .

The f a1:e of these rel.ics,' or l;iris reLla, if we conclucle

the Pall.etìium to Trave been tiie oni¡r treesure containecl in the

penetraLia Vestaer af llot'cls another inùeresting subject of specqLation.
r

At the di.seor¡ery ofl the;\trj"uiq ilest,ae grelt hopes Ìrere enier+;ained'cirai

the shri.no itself n!.glrt'be i'fc¡und" Qut the onLy trase of it ttrat.:
ren¿ins is the óctaänrral Ëounclation, iD the very centre of l;he huiir).,ing,

1,.uf,Lt of sinpJ.e hrieksi l:Jre superst,r'u,gture having been c¿rofr.rJ-J-ir 1e\re1-I-e<l

to the ground, The eonjecture j.s not unnatural that the clel"ibernte

clestruction w¿s the aot of tbe la,st members of tiro orcler, on tire

eve of its clissolution, at the al-ose of the fourEh eentur¡r, ;1. 0., in

whi-ch Glse the seçret of the fin,¿l dísposi-ticn of ühe "såcra fatalia",
perj.sì:et1 with tl:e last rìurviving Testai.



',. {

---e*
Rut el-nost t"lone irlportant th¿n er¡en the care of -t:he o+creú

t0triens'i¿i:r,l¡ tire o'lrr¡erv:lnee b¡r tire'Íes-¡,als cf the Vow ofl ctiastity. îheif
d.ivel Ì.in¡1 ttes ttnon r,dertnda r¡iro " ((,,v. :l- , e . ) " 1,,íen r,çere ebsolu tely
exeLrlcled Fro¡r its threshold, iiot even a ph;rsi.oien w¿s e1iowecl to enter,
aitìrough its situ¿t:ì.c¡n r.incler the slcpe cf.tÌro Fairtj.ne narle it 1:eer.r3.ienly
i¡nher3-th}r. In tr;r 61o* of j"_ì-j.ness the TesteL r¡ts reïTloved l;o the c¿re
ofl her prrents or oF sone'bfl¡stin¡orthy r1l¡"nn, ancl ¿ carefnL w¿teh lrrs
kept upon aL-l who r¡isi.teri. her. Tho strj-etness of ilre prec¿utj.onr: tlken
to grt'lrtÏ eg-tinsttenptetion **u r* esti.nato(i fron the flet ilra.t; r"hil@¡

ls Ére h,,Lve $egn, p]aces of honorlr l$ere regëËVèd for then at the ilie¿tresU¡(V ¿ U¿

and rt the ci¡susr -bhe vest¡ls uere exeLudecr fron the nude:,flrrel;i.c
conl:ests. ,[ vigi-Lent w¿terr v¡irs ,lrso keîrt rrpon ilìeir beirrr¡Í.orrr.:Lt home,

b;' neans of spios snong thej-r:lttoncl¿nt wonen, i,r.v;r.te.r.rs u.s (4. 44.)
tlt-r't the vest¿L Ptlstilnria wrs srrs;peetecl of .r brea,ch of ttris \¡ow,,pro'ter
cuJ'ttlm anoeniorer. in¡1enÍ-rtnqtre -l,j.heri.rrs qu.ì[,r virginon decet,, - a,,Él tÌrortgh
flinaL15r aoqirÍttecl wes orclered. bSr the pontifex l,i¿¡inus to gj.rle up jesting
rncl to rlress "¡ji,note po,cius quì¡1 seiten. Afitinr (8. 15. ) he tells jror!- 

,

the rlestal l,fÍnuoj.a i,¡as accused to ilre pontifex l,ï3¡i.¡¡sug ,,proprrer 
nunctrioren

jrtsto errLtun", ancl he:i.ng put on rior triar. ves forrnd grrir.ty and w¿s

concler'1ned to the rv¡ful pr.tnisl:ment reservecr, llor such a fall,- burÍel eJ-ir¡e

'rt l;lte spot knor¡n a$ the Sceleratrts C¡^npus, near the porta Ooliina, A

fer'¡ other clíJes -ero aileged of an accusatlon of brcaçh of .r;he vor¡ ofl, -- :--Þ--,

chrstf$y, the acrcused, ifl found .sui.i.fy, rteet5.ng v¡Ígr ¡re segre terrj.bJ.e
i

fate,i:,' But i.-'L ûs notenorthy that the evidenee againot the vestnlg seems

to,,have heen ¡l.'¿ra¡rs that c.rfl slaves, ú,r.ch w:,s ncltorÍor¡sl¡r ttntrtrstrrortjly.
Antlicert'lin-'l-;r j-n tire c¡Ëq reeordecl bi, plin]¡ (ïtrp. 4. p. ) thore seenij no,.r
: i- .

tloyþt $hat tìre tlnflortun,lte corne-]-ia¡ then vestrlis }¡faxina, rvhose trlgi.c,,j ',. ,! ',',' ;
f*þe Tre n*rrates, wgs an iilnooent vistin to ilre f;r¡lnniea] ,rhfn of the
't r.l

hl-oocl-st'rined Donitilñ, r¡¡þg eccorriing to PJiny irarl oonoeivoti ¡re tlespj-c-
allf e pl.¿n ofl signal:izing ltis, rej.gn 1r¡r f,þs
*l.lJttt whether the a.:ctrsed,rrers guÍJ-tJr or ri,nnoeent, ilro conclemneql Vestg1I v.¡e v\r¡¡\+

ond'qrerl' ttre ne,:ãt horrí.hlej'punisrrment. ,tt the,c¡npus soeleratu,s rq¡&s ai'i

oonrrietfon of a Vestatr TIrgin.
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v,auLt, dufl deep untler tlre Agger of Sorvius luJ1i.usf end af{;eT', flogging

blrblie Fonti-fi<lee, the uniorltunx+jrì',i,onln T.^rî,3 brought ÏiÍther on a r¡eiiocl
t,

lte,lrse, sur?'oundecl b;r wê€p.i-¡g relr,tives tnd j.rcrror-sÈrícken croçcls of
..

ei.tizens. Ïnto the ory¡rt sho t¡:r,r¡ nacle tc ¡;es:; doltn:r lrcl.rþr¡ vrhich lvils
,.)

then renoved. }?i-tiij-n rîere.l becl, e lanp, ,ì,ncl ,-r, r¡nirLL rïtorÇ'ofl proVf:s:

j-ons. Åf*:er the en{;t'.rntre of the cuLprÍ.t thc rr:¡rr-j-t v¡rs coverecl with ¿

Largtl ston€., ancl eerth he+ped u,pon it tilL alL trcce of the exeoution

di-seppelred. lftth so dreaclfu]. r penreltSr' dirl tire gutrd.ia,nsJ of fienstg

hono'¡r" ahd ÏIestotsr rriorship fenee about the i:uríty of 'her prl-eíites$es,

It wo,s,not wi.th tire Ve:;ta-l- VÍr¡ij.ns as nitir so nlìny ,

reli.giorts ordors - thai: their en'cl cane in con,ciequence ofl thej-r o-r,nr
.i

deeiension fro¡r. tite ¡ror'lL s'l:ancl¡,rcl ui.th r,¡hioh the order bcgirrr its -l.1fe.
:

The eonversion of the Enpire i6 Christirnity, slooJ and prrti¡J.. as it lr¡n$

14¡;r,sr j.nevit:lbly tenrlerl to the.sup,pressíon of rll- forns of tho ancÍent

pafîtn "ivor^shíp. Bu{; it r¡+s not trnti--]. the cj-ose of the 4th centur¡r, å.s

a consequenee of ,lltre sup¡:or{;, ç-iven Ïiugpnids ìl}r the LeErl.ers otl l;lie old
ij

neJ.i-gion, thai; Theorlosiris Fir_rr-1.ìl"Ir silpprgfised the existing ,rssoclation*:'

ol1 pãø,,ì,n priests anrl pf.teqtêsiie$r,,Ílncf itnong then the çisterìrr:od of the
:

'vestel 1íi.rf;ins, fhe qiiestÍ.on nrtrrrr-1-l}t sufÌfests; itselfl r¡iretirer anong
' , ,i r iì

tho-çorglrosestanq1ardo'fl}iÉ']eluas:gq1.oftynviro$egurround-ingsT.IereÍ5o
. ,".,.' l": .:

eoncltrsive to cleep anci lri.gh,n'oil-Í't'eÈLoh¡ son€ nay not trrave pondered ancl

aocepted the new reLígion,:óf purit¡r and Love'r¡hich y¡¿ls under;rining ilre
' 

ir; ,'
ancier¡t m¡rths. If rln¡r4rlîene; tiiere w¿¡s prepafalion fo¡ ti:e ü<lspel¡ sq¡€ly

:!.! .,, ,, ,;, ., Ãar¿-
one rtight havo-' expeeted irt ¡rnOng tÌre_ Vest¿i naidens. ÐHdå it i-s not

!.

unfikej-¡r that nmo&g tlie dÈ.çeorieries::rade in the exc¡vebíon ofl the itrtr,lum,i:,ij
in 1886, one meJr refer t¡ i.guch en event. In tioven'írer of tjrlt year tirere

,' ' i,..,
\,vere rliscovered a nurnhoi'of netlestels and rr.ìgnents of statues to

dif ferent Vestalss l,jgrii.masi trvçaty*eig]ri in aL1, ivjrich wi.bÏr eig)rt founcl
i:

in other perts of Re¡¡1q 4a14e e total of tiri¡l;ir-six inscri¡rtj.,:ns.

$everaj. of these, f,o*e'v#r'rne,to the szure l,r,d¡r, ¡s j.n tire crse of Flavía
ILL

Puh-]-ica, to whom sf"x Stotu,es tt leaàt i,{þre ereeted. But besides thcse

willeh bear the narne ofl one of tirø vest,rls, there is a p:,rtÍcularly



' I r:il. , :.:.

j-nterestlng ínsaription Frorrì which the. n¿¡ne, has 'oeen eråsed. It ntn.$

thus, "0b neritum oastítatis pucliciti.te ¿gû:, in seoris religionibusque
,,

doetr*¡ae r4ir.l,'bill,$,..,.,.".(eÌtasure)i ..,'f'..,T[, V. Mlx. Pontj.flÍces T., -f,

c. c. pro nag. l"{acrinio sos:sÍano 1Í, c. q. r,i." on ilrc rí¡¡ht sri.clc of

tlre ¡r:lrbt,e pedestal is the tlrte, oþrr,gstboncling to 804 l. D, r sru1 ag the
l

worship of V6sX1 $¡as surri)ressed in 564 the n¿ne nust hil,ve been cut fronrÌ .,1

the nnrble between these )rears, On|:r t.,:¡o c¡usos oen be assigned r,uitii
;

en¡r probatriLtf:: for such an era,surer 
ieither ilre conversiorr of gre

TesteT, tcl ohrrstionity, or her breaeh,of the solornn voi{ of chasti.t¡r,

The tater is;as we heve srcen,extrerael¡r rrnl:.ke}¡r, while the a-ì-ternatir¡e

cluse e,¡n clain in its support the phrase of Prude¡rtlus, "Aedeûrgue,

Lartrenti, tuar: TesteLi.s intr¿t Claudia". One ryouLd r,¡iLLin¡1iy believe

thet tho historJir",oF so no'b1e a sistg^rhoodç irhísh f.or over eleven

gontttri-e1_helned to keep aJ.lve an Ídoa of purÍty and fidelity, \{¿ts

ratIrerrnergedintothatofther,rogtg1oríousofsoc1eties,tIreI-to1Í
.

CatholÍc Chureh, than alinrptl¡r cl-ossel, as if unvçorthy ion¡¡er to be_¡ vt¡

eonl:ínu ed. :

*10r-


