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I
IETRODUCTION

This treatise deals with 2 selsetion of nine Amers
igan works in vwhich the suthors hove depleted small
towns. It doss not prebend to be & survey of American
literature employing the small town ag gubject maltier.
thouzh it might be @ chepler in spueh s field of study,
I have treated here » number of works whieh, taken
%égatﬁ@xg gomprise an obpervable phenomenon in the 1ike
erature thalt was produced in Amerigsz Trom 1915 Lo sbous
1930,

There is o ceriain unity about the collection.

A1l the works-——geven novels, & group of talesy and a
baok of verse-~deliberately desl with the Anericsn
gmall btown as o manifestation of American life and cule
ture during o period that extends roughly from 1880 to
1930, Behind the deliberaite trealment of the gommon
subject matter there is likewise the svidenge, in vagy-
ing degrees,; of the charscteristic strengths and weake
nesges of the post-war literary genersibion which pro-
duced the workss writing of this litersry gwoups Alired

1



Zazin peints out the limiidatlions while indicating feled-
ingidees of its members when he says, "Fundameniallyses
they were in thelr @iffé?@n@ werys all enemies of the
eouventional middle-class orders enamies of convention
and Puritenisms members of the *eivilized minoritys®
vebels ageinst all that conspired to keep down the vale
- ves of art and thought. Dut they were at the same time
ghildren of the new boom worlds the gay ezploiters of o
new privilese, provinelals intoxigsted with their
relegse from provinglalismg snd it wes this that gave
sueh rollisking emphasis %o thelr contempt for provine
cialisn, nl

Thus, in the earliest work considered, in 1918
Béger Lee Masters movdantly exposed in Jpsoon River
Anthology the sotions end motives—For the most part
degenerate--of 2 gouple of hundred small townsmen who
lived in Spoon River, Elliﬁﬁiﬁa éur&ng the 1&%@%&'&&1&
of the ﬂinateea%h and the first &aaa&@ of the twentieth
genturies. With contempt that is fyetful rather than
profownd he vorirayed the biggﬁryk@ﬂ% gultural sterils .
ity of the dominent merpsntile interests which lsid
down the law and digtated yeligion in Spoon River,

z"l'?‘ -
Kezins Alfred, On Hative fGrounds, Hew York,

Reynal & Hitcheook, 1542, Ds 192
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In 1920 sSinelair Lewls prodused Halm Sitreet, which
moekingly mimicked the speecch and menners of the inhabe
itents of twenbtieth century Gopber Frairie, Hinnesota.
Convineed that those traditional pletures were cutmeded
if not unresl which porireyed the sunerigan small town
ag "the one sure abode of friendships honeaty, and
glenn pweet, marrisgeable givis®; and os conteining
®iron dogs upon lawass gold bricks, checkers, jors of
zilded cat-toils, snd shrewd, comis old m@ﬁ”gi Lowig
turned minutely obmervent but ungenerous eyes upon the
%&Eﬁé@@ 1ife of Americgan villagoG.

In 1918 ¥illa Cather Antonie in whish she

é@f&@@%@é upon & lifetime spent in the prairis @&wﬁ af
Blogk Hawk, Hebrasks, as 1t pasped oul of tha ploneger=
ing stage and begen to strabify aﬁ@i&l&?; Eehiné h@%
deeply sympathetie %@%K&@@é?@@%ﬁi@ﬁ‘ﬁf a gourageous and
spizritually vich »ionser hevoine is a %é&% he purzued
with gomewhet unimeginetive sternnsss, Tor culitural
heslth end traditions in Aueriea—a seareh that yielded
& diseovery of vestiges of foreign, metured cultures
peboined by the imaigyants or found im the universiities
But very mesger evidenges of native @u;@arﬁg the deaxth
being dve, said fatlz r peovrishly, %@ %h@ aa@@iﬁg

-

respectability of the american, mercsnitile middle elacs

l@a%i@; Sinelair, Hain street, Cleveland, Vorld
Fublishing Companys 19484 p. 288, '



najoriity.

In 1519 cheywood Anderson's Yinesburg, Chio
appsared, presenting & highly selegtive picture of 1ife
in an Ohlo willsge of the early 1900%s. Coneentrabting
golely upon the %@f@i@ agpects of individusl as@l AERS) )
in a smell %own, snd applying Freudisn determiniem,
indersen desgribed the Ffurtive inmer motives and futile
actions of & group of everrday charsebers=invmers,

doBLoTge ﬁiew“3¢ toaghers, store-keepersy salesmen;

telegraphers, ministsrs-——leaving an impresaion of ouls
turel thinness. spizitusl anarvehy, snd digtordion of

the sezusl and other emotions.

In the folliowing year Anderson publighed Ioor
Phite, iu which he was concerned with the impagt of the
indugtzrisl reveluiicu upon the patitern of 1ife in o
rursl %&zg vown of the latter degades of the nineteenth
GRULLYY. Fergusded that the growih of large-scale caps
italistic enberprise, promoted golely by the profit
iﬁﬁ@ﬂ%i?% and stiendsd by the multipiieation of wavarye

&

ing meghanigsl tesks, was having deleteriocus 8ff&ﬁ%@

&

upen Amsrigsn 1ife, he looked bagk %o the rursl milisu

ghilgh was traunsformed by the factory system, aud gengre

3

2% mode it ssem B0

ougly iuvesbed it with fesltures U

i’,

him 2 propitious sebiing for the @%wwgﬁﬁﬁﬁ of & humane
euliured givilisation.

.

In 1918, dealing with the same event and period



o

hat gocupled Anderson in Poor Uhite, namely the trange
formaticon of Ameriezn towns into cities by the induse
trisl revolubion during the lasit fweniy-five years or

go of the nineteenth centurys Zoolh Terkington's The

‘igent fmbersons described the child-like vanity

of an attempt By o weslthy MHidland fanily to eultivate
ancestral traditions and o pattern of vibrent social
aobivitye—=an attempt %gaﬁ»@&sgilszﬁﬁﬁﬁyhﬁgﬁa&@ the
Jdndustrial revolution destroyed the bases upon whieh
the Zmberson fortune rested. ?&&i@ Parkingion deploted
with peipnent charm the harsh conbrosts betwean the zay
soclisbility of the ploushed-under Awbersoss znd the
gold impersonality of the piled-up glity-dwellers;
‘between the noble inmstingts of the ﬁm%ax@en% &a@ the
§@¥?$§@iﬁ% materialism of the ﬂ&wly plehs he xg&ﬁ@iaﬁaé
‘his view of the impact of the industrisl revolution
upon Ameriean life snd culdure o & portrayal of the
loss==by the seonomically suscsessful, at aay rate—of
the smenities of social inlercourse, as & conseguencs
of the noitionel fever for acquiring wealih.

In 1919 Dorothy Canfield {Fisher) node 2 defense
gf life in 2 twentisth eenbury éﬁ@?ﬁ%&&xﬁaﬂﬁ in The
Brimming Cup, e defense which wes noxe aﬁ_i&%@&&éé
rebuke to the nomplainis of the r@?giﬁaxﬁ from the
hmerigan villsge than p eelebration of 1life in & pmall

town, sinece 1t wap based on the argument that what one
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tensively. Introducing his poetry in

Senders ¢

his newaosper and high se

eth yearvs to resd Huripidess z@a@@mg

0

hey Elizabeihon Gramatists,

Avpgeliusg, Shakegpenre snd ob

Addison, Locks, Goethe, inmerson, Poes
burne, nnd several other sulhors.®™ lis reating share

pened and vivified his ilmpressions, leading him o see
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w8 2yt g PR TR "2 o 5F
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I¥ o man gould bite the glawt hand
?hw% @wtﬁwﬁﬁ and desbroys him,
X e oI, ; ;j,, & Wi .%}

ng %y patent Lraps
Z@ %@ mmf&ﬁar@ @%9 s that daye

Bus & @en oan uever avange %xm sadd
%ﬁ tihe mongtryous cuve ;M&u»
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Fes

Lews

ashat the baid that you erave %% 0 7l
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Prestige, wéwﬁwg 0r power the worlds

But theretls work o do snd things o
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Oh, yes! the wires that sersen ﬁﬁ@ @@ b
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And stare with hls burning syes at you,
And seowl snd laughs end mogk and curse
Jous
Running up and down in the tyaln,
tntil your misery bores him.t
The posm is & disitined reflsation of the restrictiong,

_»-?

lagk of imeginsdion, and %ﬂ@ arreshed development in

the swmall bown. The town's promises of

town. Hobert Fulton Tennser gess the towm as = tray and
guvates the town with Life., Hig figures afsp%ﬁhramaLhm
limlited range of vislong he must find them w&%&aﬁ his

i?iﬁ‘@& gxperiencs. He spesks of the "patent
trap,/ In my hardware sbore Lhat doy®s of biting the
“picnt hond® of fate as he *was bitten by 2 rat®; of

£ "A woman with money you want %o merryt,

These references are distinetly hemely sud provinclals

The poem is on expression of the trapped futility

whigh hos regulied fyom living in the towne It is pard

&)

of Tanner's limiteitions snd defent that he does not see
thet it iz the towe which has thwarted him. His suma-

wing up of 1ife is restricteds The glimex in the last

e

zeyen lines tends to Be melodysmaiics

Iy way of sontrast is the epitsph of Alexsnder
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Julian Sceobt says that this state itiom Lo the
atbitudes and =otlons of the town became subtomniic o=
ward the lzst¥. Thaet is, after repeated rounds

exverionce with the townsmen, he seuulyed tne stititude

af implocsble gontenmpt for them, He seess "gontinus

glaghest inevitable. Hiz revelt haz become o mubier of

i
&

courss. Oae of bwo things has osouryeds thersefore.

f

2 T T X T . v
the nany bouls with Spoon Hiver

femrlen 5 Do o % 5 3 o ES o 3 iy 53 G o, e Lo . e W £5Yn
whittled hip down to an ineffectus) rsvoliers Tos

wnent tat "z bk, » s goudd nod live

in this wozld of mene../ Yithout coniinusl clashes’

atbi=
tude, The last three lines do not come off as an exit
with flsurish. They ars rheltoric, snd ragterie, as

%

Yents bas saids "ils gx atbempt of the will bo do the

Another revolieor, mush more sucgessiul in helding

¢ wnile defying the town and giving it something

nig 8%

a

eigte

lively . bto think sbouts is the Village Ath

.

n Bative Grownds, iew
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r P &8s

o 5wy o s e a3
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O A
BINCLAIR TEWIS
¥ain Street

Garel ¥ilford, the hercine of Main Street, a grads
uste of Blodgett College in Minnespolis, has taken o
position as librarian in 8%. Paul, Mianesota. Her
piudies and her employment heve left her resitless and
digsatisfied, She bas vague sesihetic aspirations
whtigh she hopes %o realize inm a cereer of undefined
ugefuinesss The reading of o trestise on villagee
improvement fires her with motions of itransfomming any
one of the small t@%ﬁ% of the norxthern MHiddle-Vest of
the United States into a green-lawnedy libwary-and=
theater-gtudded community. Certain that such a town's
inhabitents will patiently and eagerly suimit fo an
slien ve-oygenization of their impenitent wayss she
feeds her vision of the venovelted townwith the uneriis
ieal geal of her uwntrained thought.

She meets Dr, Will E@ﬂﬁi&atﬁg 5 genearal prags
titioner of Gopher Praivies Hinunesota, an agrigultural
town of three thousand @%@@1@; e propeses 1o Carsl ss

23
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attrectively o5 possible in hig graceless but lusistent
woays 8ot falling to offey Gopher Pralrle %o her ap an
sbviocus plags bto introduece her reforms, wiich, in the
glow of courbships; he fecls become Curoel very prettilye.
Two comuentss one by the vzsmanary Garsl snd the othew
Wy the waentimentsl Kennleoids serve to presgage the
peevish = and in meny ways inconclusive spab that Carel
is bo have with %the townomen of Jopher Praivie. Carols
with typieslly “woomy® enthusiasm, bounces up sfter
resding the treatise on village-improvement, and uays,

"That?s what IY12 do after sollisgs

I%11 get my hends on one of @ﬂ@aa ;xaaw

yie %@%ﬂ@ and meke it beaubifulee.s?il

make "em put in o village green, and

dayiing %&%ﬁﬁ%@%g.aﬁﬁ a guaint isin

Streeti®
Kemnicobt, woolng Cavoly pleads,

"Come on. OCome bo Gopher Fralrie.

Show vee IHake the towg--well--maike it

artigtic, It's mighiy pretiy, but I'1l

sdmit we aren®t too darn aytisiics

Probably the lumbervard isn't as serunpe

tious 88 &az %ﬂ%ﬁe Greek tomples. Bub
go to it! lake us changel®®

Carol socepis, marries Dy, Xennicobtbt: and goes
%5 Gopher Frnirie, morve the apprehensive bride guesns
tioning hewr gholee of hugband and futures than the

, Lewizy Sinclaly, Inin Strests Cleveland, ¥orld.
f%@li%ﬁiﬁg *&Qﬁlﬁgﬁgs lg‘ﬁ:@g Bs 1%

'E’biéw@i Ds Sle
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clear-hesded, competent reformer, During the reactlons
and adjustments incident $o settling into places how-
ever, OCarol begins to nobtlce with sharp awakening somes
thing of the purely planless way in whigh the town
grew up, of how it seems to sitand there for no dig=
gernible reagons and aﬁ the vaeulby of idesl and grube
biness of menner in the %m:naw@gslgg She has made o
breathlegs tour of the %@%ﬁg greedily yi@ﬁegxmma ng
Hain Streed, buildings, sireets, and homes, wpen her

mind., She has been sbrusck in repid sucscession by

é%’
“ma

seal QOTBET wuilding o5
wnrasl bl aﬁw @w %z%;;zai‘ %an@a@
3@%&&%5§¢ S s@ @a&@ﬁw

a&% ﬁ*g@hng xa z$@ ?ﬂ M,@a 253
her busbhand gend @a%%wﬁ for tﬁ&
£iliinz of @*@ﬁ@xwﬁﬁa$34g¢m3~

the Dopebud M@v @ Palace with

s s ki Bhogrepha :}%ﬁﬂﬁﬁiwg  £ilm gallel

ettty in Love®s”

Howland & Gould®s Grogszys wheys

ant
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sweTith 2 dignlay fz‘f'” %%%% %gﬁ wmde

Cxfords with bull-dog toez¥see ,
the Bon Ton Stores agz@m%& by Haydeak & ;’:‘;m&m@g the
lergest shop in towne with ¢

sseTitWRess and on obvi oupg notlon of
neatness ond «,.%Z“?l&@wa@ag”" S

sesiny The gl w&z,w@ dark ”’:&.;%,@%ﬁmw@
Lwerd hesps of sl %233’ W%m% badly
woven %g:.ww%:@ ,::zg genyes shoes designed
for wonen with bulging ankles, stesld
snd wed glass h&%%ﬁm& upon gards with
‘%wamz‘; @ﬁg@% & %memf bl s’*%@% a8
""Zw,msa@wiiﬁia fyriy  BEDOS

v
i‘

7

mmz;w‘? ded prBps '%:éwwﬁﬁuw

House Fupe

@m-ﬁ“"” ;‘i‘%

ﬁ&d fgy an‘fw'k-ﬁ{
'ﬁma@ sz; ariing oul
Brunios but running
zili=ean aliminum o ws%a,w
SGyeatings fron Gophar 7

townta

esefEEps yellew=hrick ’% heolbuliiding

&

its. cindery grovndSessd

. ) ! ¥ :

the State Renk, “siucco mesking wood®3' and o scors of
siniler esbablishnents. RBaging hosmes she finds the

13 - " § 28 . "
35}53@;@ @‘33%@ Q;%E&’iﬁfg :f?ﬁ 5‘2@

B oy & 25
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chain of scenes turn into = sherk revelation of the
peonlets lifelessness, the empliness of thelr wanis and
pursuits, snd the brubish, shebby atiltude towsrd life,
which sye 2ll grephicelly expressed inm the exterioy
sspects ond ghopelessness of the town she hag juslt tre-
versed,

it was not only the wgpering wnepolows
zetie ugliness and the ramaé ﬁu&aaﬁ%tm
ness which overvhelned hew & wns the
planlessneas, the fiimsy %&m%@@&r&ﬁaas
of the bulldings, thelr faded unpleage
ant G0Ll0rBeevinoh Man had %Ullv with
the most velicnt disregerd for oll ihe
oLhergssen™

Lithle by 1ittle,; through sttending porties,

4

ghureh, the meovies. by drawing ow she pro=

wokea and discovers the ruling spizit snd the pervading

©

»

motivations of the g¢itigens of Gopher Fraizie

Fomily porties in Gopher FProivie wers ablended and
sloymed by

seebhhe entire aristocraey oi Gopher

Proiviey =21l pergong engaged in & pro

fYegssliony 0¥ eo¥n more than @veﬁ%gm

five hundred dolle¥s o years oF pogs
2 ¥

gegsed of born in imer-
L2886 *

The porty besomes, therefores & delibervste pownding up

of the dominent element ¢f the @aﬁﬂﬁgé Ly ond an @Qgﬁf”.

b
¥4
ot
it
g‘\
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vy Pie DE=03s

éag Pe 80,
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L2
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tunity for o demming pordrayal of the group's manners,
Gorol im brought face o Tace with the respechba-
bility of %%f iseding eitizens ab a party srrenged to
weleoms her %o the town. She enters, somewhat uncerw
teinlys ﬁy@ﬂ the assemblad guests whoen she fiads

sitting in = vast prim e¢irecle as ithough
they were atiending o &?h@%&w@i

%% 2 g s IR U g o s G owy i A , 5 7 :
Thig glimpse of the gathering serves as on omen. Carol

g azm abound
4m@ﬁg,'
g 2
w‘%@m

Y %? and

Yhen she ig in Hae GToup

HOYe o Bhs *@ﬁ ¥,
airsles and they ﬁ;& ﬁﬁm aaaa& g@r*&n@aé

Carol not only fzels the thwarting deaxrth of affability
im the rooms; but also perceives the existence of a tribal
pledge of interestse  She dimly realizes that anyone:swho
would threaﬁeﬁ“tEEjsécurity“ofathﬂﬁogroupiwoulé be set .
upone “Ags she is led about the eirecles; she is helplessly

Jockeyed into a groove of sulomatie gouversation and

1hides p. B6.
33&@‘:?% aits
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%,saDid Fou HEew wien 58X
hen ceme from here? Boxn and b?@’gﬁ
up herel®

- PZvesnzhan?®®
Fragwesy0ou Enow--president of the
Velvet loter Qwﬁ%&ﬁj of @aﬁﬁamg Hognew
make ths Velved Twelyve==bhizgest automoe-
bile footory in NHew IZngland,®

legtured® to

lir, lott, the school

Garolz

b oja

, %?h@ra s e fing @1&%3 of pesple.s
donth ‘lh@ anne af dhess yebtlirsd farmers
Wh@ gome here to 8 f&@?é thelr lasgit days

7, PR oy 2
: f,;m,,,,,,rﬂﬁ‘“’ the ¢

| e EnD . They hate to
. pay sohool-taXege hate to goend
gwﬁ%@ ‘Hub bhe rast

3m@£ e, Did you kEnow that e &t
: ,ﬁﬁwé?ﬁ“; here? Used M“M@ O
at the o0ld bui lﬁ%ﬁg%ﬂ
e Gid.™
a prince, He and I went
are iast bizme he wos

&

Harry h&;@ﬂ@ int zaﬁw@@@ zmw«

How do you think youlre going bo

1ike the oid &ﬁ%%”% ,
“Ifm sure I shelld like it lremehe
dously, ™

“dest pecple on earth i a@i@a great
Imstlers, toe, UGourge I ; ‘
¢haonces fo go live in
we 1ike 11 here., Hesl

P

~ﬁa@% ﬁil%ﬁ but

Rox 5
haebown. Did

FOU now thet Perey Breosnshan geme fronm
‘1 S

‘?~=:'

here?

1 3 w g 2 i S B AeTe o foas B A oo mate  en o
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with the problem of keeping the guests alive and out of

~ -

ilence.

am 6&9?& had been talking to Cazro
abau+ m@tor ears, but he Telt his dumﬁs

3 hoste Whaile he droned, his dbrows
pa@ped up and down, He interrupted hime
gselfy, "Must stir ’em up." He worried
2t hig wife, "Don't you think I beitter
stir 'em up?" He shouldered into the
genter of the room, and grieds

“Tet*s have some stunbts, folks.®

WY¥eg, lebls!® ghricked Juanita Hay-
a0pk.~

The party, in suUmmATY, digeloses certain chorage
teristics of the Gopher Prairieans. First there is the
projecbion of the fatuity and pevérﬁy of the pursuitis
and minds of the citizeus, evident in the repeating
pattern of %he gonversations, which are made up of inane
variations upon recurring topigs. Second is the under-
lying theme oi the book, which is that the Gopher Prai-
rieans and, by extension, Americans ol The 19207s’are

slothful as they are begsuse thelr living is founded

0

upon Tunimaginative commercial prosperliity.®

With. sool indiffersnce Lewls breaks down Gopher
Prairiets movies into their laughably obvious eclemesuis

and devastatingly castigates the solid citizens for

o

%X

abtending them,

1
Thides Do 624
219ids, D. 68
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On the wey home from the movies, Carol says quietly %0

GOUNBEYY » ’& é@ﬁ¥% a@a&% maw ﬁf %% ge
beastly frenk novels.® ,

¥Yumpn, Vige Soclety angd Pogtal
Department won't stand for then. Fhe
American veople don'd like Tilith.”

"Vag, 4it's fine. I'm glad we hove
guch dsinty womznces o8 “%ﬂgﬁ? on the
Cogo® insiend.”

Carolts examination of the community's religious.
life,beginsﬁwhen'she meets one of her new relativese.

- Her husband's Aunt Bessie is a self-righteous busy=
body who continually reproaches her and Kennicott for not
attending churchs - While Aunt Bessie's efforts fail to
make churchgoers out of the Kennicotis, her incessant
prodding makeszennicattfrevealathe‘typiéal attitudeiof
the townsmen toward the ghurch. The townsmen are unrea=-
soning in their spproval of organized religiong they. =
readily blurt oub thelr admission as to why they would"
not disturb its existencee

e i dx o So 2" emymon B v g
pregsentative townenan tolsrates

§';)-

Kennleott as & z¢
the churech with snindulgent, satroniging airs He

s

rarely atbends. Pressed Yy Aunit Bessiels naggings hows

fS
{5“; 4
%’%
o
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oF
£
%
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¥
v
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ever, he is forced to & o

its impudence mnd in lis trusenesg to his tribe’s

"i .
“Loos cibs
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WILLA GATHERS

Yy Antonis

& o f * s y ES _

The prairie town in iy Auntenis is reflected upon .
in several different moods. The pleture vhich emerges
- from each mood counterbalences and supplements the
othersg.

The fivst zlence ab the village ocours in the
Intreduction to the novel. Oather converses with the
eharaeter, Jim Burdens (the *sensitive observer®)
through vhom she tells the story. Vhile on a train
traveling through the Vest they are recalling the pag~-
sage of childhood im prairie btowns of Hebraska and
Iowae

Ve were talking about whet it is like
to spend one's childhood in litile
towns like thesge, buried in vheat and
corn, under shtimulating sxiremes of
climates burning summerg when the world
lies green and billowy beneath o brile
liant sky, when one is falxly stifled
in vegetation, in the coloxr and smell
sf girong weeds and heavy harvestss
blustery winters with 1ittle sunows when

40
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the whole country is stripped bare and
gray as sheet-iren. Ye agreed that no
one whe had not grown up in o litdle
prairie town could know snything about
é%z %@ was o kind of frecmasonyys vwe
said.

Cather looks rebrospecitively at the small town.
She recalls snd reflects upon its features. Life in a
prairie btown is viewed as a vital @g@é@i@ﬁ@ag appreci-
ated ouly by those vhe went through it. Only they know
5f the fraternal @i@aaexingg‘%ﬁaJinflu%a@@ of natures
and the deep setisfecbion derived from 1life in e prai-
- zis town and from the bonds of understanding which it
establishes between those who have lived in it. They
are aware of the dominance of the beauty, strengbh, and
eruelty of nature, snd the lively responsivenass of the
ﬁive @%:@@s to nadture. They ave not dogmatieslly |
averse 0 1ife in the prairies town. They look upon the
town as their 1ife's cxperience,which has been
golorful, and vigh.

In the story, the town is approached from several
angles, from the oubside, from the inside, through
degoriptions of the inhabitents and of their sctivildes.

din Durden's Tirgt impressions arige from the

phyeieal appearance of the town.

oy B ‘ . ez il 3 2 . &
lﬁaﬁh@fg Willa Sibert, Hy intonis, Combridge,
lnsgs.y Houghton Hiffling 1918, pp. ixmex,
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Black Hawk, [Webraskey| the new world @
which we &aﬁ gome to 'iva@ was & glean,
well=nlanted little prairzie btown, with
white fenses and geod green yards aboutd
the dwellings. wide éa@%y atreets, znd
shepely 1ittle trees growing along the
wooden sidewalks.t

The town is peen as a "new world®  exciting suricsity
and zest. It holds forih the promisge of & variety of
unpredictable ond chorming adventures. This promise
greates an eagey response to the ¢oloy and shape of the
towm, about which there appears to be an alr of freshe
ness; though also perhsps, 8 geritain pleeid trimpess.

4 feeling for the forees of nature which tM@ Tivst
genersiions of the pionesring commumiiy learned @ﬁ
respect in thelr stzuggle for 1ife, effects %a@ improge
gions which the town eslle fortl.

- Wintex @am@@ down gavagely over a
1ittle town on the praivie. The wind
thet sweeps in from the open counityy
strips awvay 21l the leafy sereeng thab
hide one yard {rom auncthery in summer,
and the houses seem Lo draw closer
together. The yoofss that looked smo
for sway aoross the green tree~topyy
now gtare you in the faces and they arve
so much uglier than when thelr angles
were softened by vines and anbaa

The ingrained gommunion with nature increases the gym~

pathys the sensitivenesss =nd acuity of vision with
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which the sown is seen and feli. Iature has helped to
form the town's chorscter, in which there are suggestions

of gourage, friendlinesss; and varieby. Habure, more-

o3
ovey, ingpives o constantly fresh vliewpoint on the tomn.

In the morning, when I wes fighting
my way bto scheel sgainst the wind, I
gouldn®t see anyihing but the zoad in
front of meg But in the late alternoon,
wien I wos ooming homeg the bown locked
blesk and desolate o me., The pale;
gold light of the winbter sumsed did not
begubify--1it woas like the light of
truth itgelf. Vhen the smoky ¢louds
nung low in the west and the red sum
went down behind them: lesving & pink
flush on the pnowy roofs and the Dblue
drifte, then the wind spreng vp afveshs
with & kind of bititer songs as if i%
gaids "ihis lsg realilys vhethor you
like it oxr note All those frivelities
of summer, the lizht and shadows the
living nesk of green thet trombled over
greyything, &I wore lias, and this is
e This i the sruth
by

what wes uadernes
It wes v 1f we were being @ﬂﬁi%%&ﬁ or
loving the lovelingss of summers”

Jim Burden®sy or Catherts attitude toward the towm
hag been influenced by the power snd véﬁi@ty of nature.
Hature has bred %ymgaéhy and tolerance. Conssequentlys
’E@§?8$%Q@§ and bthwarting of 1life in the town engender
in her resctions of revolit and regret. She hes Jim
Burden fiﬁﬁﬁ on o tour of the town, that some of iis
houges seen in the sitarlight precipitate = mood in vhigh

thelr external features gesnm 1o be projections of the

Y1bide, pp. 107-198,
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1ife that goes on witnine

on sterlisht nighis I used to sace up
and down those iong, eold streetu,
scowding ot the littles sleeplng houses
on either side, with their stormewin-
dows and covered back ﬁ@?@&@ﬁ» They
were flimgy sheliers, mosd of them
poorly built of Light wood, with mindle
porgh-508bs h@rszﬁlg mutilated by the
turning-lathe. Yet for ail their
f?mllﬂ@%%@ ﬁ@w'muga Jezlousy and euvy
wraged o

end unhappiness some of them ¥
@@ﬁ%&%ﬁ¢ The 1ife that went on in thew
seenasd to e mede up of evasions and
'ﬂ@@@»i&ﬁ ghifte to save cooking, Yo
gave Wwﬁilﬁw and QQQQHiﬂ&Q devices to
propitiste % e bongue of ?@gma&, This
sunrded mode of “ié%%@ﬁﬁ@ wos 1like live
ing under o Lyrannye Peoplets speech,
wﬁagg voloas, thelr very Zlsneegs Tecome
?axziwa @%& ropressed, Avery individusd

astes every nabural @Muaﬁlﬁﬁg g
%r1§&@& by caubicn. The people asleep
in thoze housens I thought,; trisd %o
live like the mige in their own kitch-
ens: to meke no noisgy o lsave no
trace, %0 slip over ithe surfage of
things in the dexks The growing g&l@a
of aghes and cinders in bthe baek yards
were ihe only evidence thal the weste-
f&lg aa%g vming progess of life went on
o "‘l

The sceus makes hiw Teel ﬁewﬁerﬂﬂa and angry. Then
egains he is moved to gread pity and wrath by the
guashing of life thoei goes oun in the towan. His bounds

less ewclosity, bis joy of living, =ud his recognition

this sestion of the %own cyenie in him an enctional

tengion., This tension is held im perfect balance By



et

S oo

the wpderliving surges - of feeling which give an

inezorable whuwrithnm to his deseyiption. The rhythm ig

e 2

seb in the first sentense and enhzneed by the use of

The btour of the btown by night Iis described in

v e’

vretrospeete It is a search for diversion on the pars

®

of o high sehool boy, In the course of his sesrch he
commends upocw the vericus groups of inbabitants and
their atititudes,.

He has eonvempd and hostility for the unexcliing,
respactabls pooples

In the evening I used to prowl aboub
hunting for diversion, There lay the
femiliay ztrecitss frozen with suow op
liguid with nud, They led o the
houses of good pesple who were putbing
the babies to hed, o7 simply sitting
still before the purlor sbove, digestins
thelr suppere™ '

The two saloons of Hiack Hawkes

ese0nE 0F thom...ndultted, even by the

chuyrch peovles @%2@% &z rvespecteble as

& galoon gould be
=gre places where the farmers guther Lo est thelr
lunch, drink beer, end talk.,. Yets Jim was asked by the
proprietor Lo stay avoy beczuss he 4id not think Jin's

grendfathery would approve.

11bides e 247
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iy

In the drug-stere he finds unchanging routine,
fne could hang aboul the drug-siove,

snd iisten bo the 0ld me

svery evenlings %alki%g polities and

telling raw stories.~

Thers sre several villagers he vislts. He
deseribes these briefly bub vividly.

Behind the descripbion of the baxidermigt is &
mizture of cuplosity and s helf humorous, hall resigned

reeognition of set ways of nind and hablt that cannod

x

be ghanged.

One could zo to the ciger fachory and

ghat with the ¢ld Serman vho ralsed
aries Tor sele; and look at his

od hirds. Bub vhelever you begon

= 2, s iR 0% s o v owayd dydm e R e .
The telegropher is Ted up with his job snd envi-

ronment ond aleeys imegines that snother plece is lively

and promising. He lp pestless and petulently demsnds
excitement vhich, he ig sure, is %o be fouwnd in some

o o i - - ” ¥y i
nlace other thazn Blaghk Havk.

There was the denots of coursep I oftsn
went dowm Lo see the nighit v

ing; and sfterwerd go 11l 1 th
diseonsolate telegrapher who was slways
hoping to Be trangferyed %o Umabhs or
Denver, "where there wag some
He wop gure %o bring out his
of setresses and doncers. He

-

with cigeretbe couvpouss and zesyl
S 25 &

fey
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Conforuity B0 the ediocts of respectablility resulis in o
@f&m@iﬁg of 1ife ond pereonslity whish is reflected by
the desughterz of the well-ito-do familles in thelr danc-
ing.

“hen one denced with them their bedlies

never moved insids their @%@%hu%g thely

museles sesmed to ask but one thing--
not to be disturbed.”

e
o
fod
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bod]
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The ceuntyy zirvis,
in the town %o help finance their parents' farms create

s situstion of moeisi disgtinctions in Blaeck Hawk,
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sharehed menners of the respeciable lanme
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ilies. The aititude of this groun btoward the gounbry

%

B

o

givris is inherited by ites daughiers.

The deughters of Black Hewk E‘iﬁ‘“?""“
ghants had o &a&ylﬁgaﬁﬁ uninguirin
%&23&; thnt they were "W%gana&_f &ﬁﬁ
kot the ?%&W%fv wivies whe Yworked

@m@@” weye not

Similarly the group's sons ars deploted as suiii-

giently submissive that they aveid the countyy girls as

15685 e
The gounbry giris were gonsidexed
o manaes o bthe Q@%L?i aPrear. Thaiy
beaunty 6 out too boldly sgainsy &
aonventionsl bac :r&aﬂﬁ@ Bt anzious
mothers ﬁ'ﬂ% heve Telt no slayms ‘They
3,‘
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went %o live in his old room which he re-renited.

The room becsme his enbire life znd preoccupation,

b2

wholly shub off from every veatige of the culslide. He
ansingd people who hed appealed to his imagination

guring hig 1ife to be in the voom, and hs direected

them %o suit the é&%ﬁ&@ﬁﬁ of his vhimslieal imsgination.

fnd se Hnoch Robluason stayed in the
Hew York poum among the pesple of hig
ia BCYy z’zlwmg with them, a,ezi mg 0
thems nap oy as 8 ghild iz happye. They
were an 044 lots Enooh’s E?@@,g@@a They
‘*’ﬁi%}:’%ﬁ ﬁ%&ﬁ@g i supposes ous of resl sayile
he bod sesn and who had for some obboue
resson nade an sppesl Lt him. Thove
was & w@ma with a sword in her haundg
an 014 men with n long wiite beard who

wanL @"m&_ﬁ followed Wy o dogs & youns
gﬁrli, ghose sbockings weve &J&f&j% goming
x@:@;‘ifm and hanglng over Loy ghoe TOPSe
weye must have been two dozsn of the
ggz WEOw W%@},@g z%mz% ed by e ‘&Emlw‘
mind of Znogh Hobinsgon, wiau lived i dwe
room with him. ‘

Apd Inoch wesg beappye. Imbto the room
he went snd locked the doods th an
absupd sip of importauge he x-su:i»aéﬂ&
alouds gw:&iuw m%mwmﬁ making com-
wentis on LifGeeve

- an ogtensible

4% this peint Andevson introdi

&
o0
&

, ﬁﬁaf’%%wﬁ in%s the Yales

the field of realiibias.

P gn B 5E e Ty e en T don T s onn R o
tolé by lnech bto Ceovge Vi bownte young nevse

T R o EA R . R e st g £ T
papsr reperéter. The nigmt is driszly snd gools the

reperter iz sal, receptive, and very curiocus shout

1. e e
Thidss 7pe 1HI=124,



sossibility of meke

Eoee

Tnoch Robinsons whoe hag sensged the
ing asomeone understend the wvest of hip story and has

invited the reporter %o his room Lor that purpose, 7Tue

»

town's resebtion to the charncter of lnoch ig injected
in pasping.

The boy was & 1ittle afrald but e
never been more gurious in his life. 4
hundred times he had heard the old man
gpoken of as o 1ittle off his head znd
" he thought himself rather brave and
manly B9 20 8% all.t

Spesking %o the boy, Enoch displays the zealous
glutch he has on his fanbasy and his beliel in it.
From the very beginning, in the street
in the rainy the old men talked in &
aqueer way, btrying to tell the stexy of
the voom in Vashington Square and of
hig life in the room. "You'lil undey-
- shand if you bry nard enough:¥ he salid
gonclugively. *I have losked at you
when you went pest me on the sitreet and
I think you gon usndevstand. It lsn'i
herd. All you have to do iz to believe
what I says Just listen and _belleve,
that®s 21l there is to 18.9%°
His dresm world in Hew York ceome to a shattering
end, A womsn csme L0 visit him, atitracted by his suri-
ous way of life. She sab and listened as he told her
of the strange world of crestures waich he mastered sud
in which he wes of supreme importance. 4As he explained
o her, he perceived that she was graduslly seeing

$
the fantasy of bip erestion; sznd he sitrove im terrer to

11bides Do 125,
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keep slive his peculisr world. Suddeanly, in the wsks
of her complede understanding, his world collapsed,

The 5ld man sprang %o hilg feet and
his volice shook with excitenment. %One
night something happsned. I beeume mad

%o meke her undersitend me and to know
what & big thing I was in thset room. I
wented her to see how lmportant I was.
I told hey over sud over. Vhen she
tried to go awayy I ran and locksd the
door, I followed her aboub. I talked
and talked and then all of a sudden
things went %o smesh. 4 look cume inte
her eves and I knew she did undersiand,.
Hoybe she hed undersiood nll the time.
I was furiocum. I couldn't sptand 1% I
wanted her to understand but, don't you
sees I couldn®t let her undevsiand, I
felt that thewn she could know evexry-
things that I would be sulbmergeds
érowned cubs you seas Thats how it
igs I don't kuow w@yaﬁi

He drove hey out of the zoom =2nd she topk the whole

gompeny of imaginative figures with her.
The olid man's volse broke aud he

sheok his head, “Things went o sungh,®
he sald guietly and sadly. %Oul she
went bthirough the door and =1l the life
thers had been in the room followed her
sut., She took 2ll of By people away.
They all wemnt out through the door after
her, Thot's the way 1t wege®

With thet Inoch Hobinsom found his way buck to

EY

Wineshurgs Ohle where he lived out his life,

The tale entitled Jophigtigaition conteins Andey-

; ‘
TIbides pP. 126137,
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son's basgic feslings and sttitude towaxd

 The introducticn to the %ale evinces a commizture
of feslings., In the oyening passege there ipg nestalgle
tenderness, fresh curiocsity, alffesction, and melaucholy.
There is also o withdrewn objectivity. |

it was sarly evening of & day in vhe
late f21l snd the Vinesburg Sounty Falr
had brought erowds of countyy psople
inte town. ‘The day had been glesr and
the nizghit came on warnm snd pleossnbe
On the Truniom Pike, where the zoad
after it left town sivetohed away
between berry fields now covered with
dry brown lesves, the dust from pagsing
wagons arose in clouds. Children,
gurled ints little balipy slept on the
stray seutiered on wagon beds, Theiy
iy wag full of dust and their fingers
blagk and stickys The dust rolled away
pvey the fields and the departing sunm
se% it ablaze with cclors.s

Anderson evokes the unsophistisated temper of the
peovlie gonverging on the main strest of Winesburg.
¥ith a nixbture of genble smusemsnt and sedness he sure
veys the activity and movement that is unpremeditaied
end nabural.

In the main street of Vinesburg
erowds filled the stores and the side-
walks. Hight cawe on, horses whinuled,
the elerks in the stoves ven madly
aboubys children became lost and cried

lustily, sn American town worked bers
ribly ot the tesk of amusing itseli,”

g2

Ibidsy Be 1726

23

06 Gite



Py
G4

Out of this baeckground emerge Jeorge VWillard and
Helen White, both a parb of lte The first dawnings of

maturity influence young feorge Willspd. Retrospection

goupled with thoughts of the fubure, cause him o at

and refleet upon the movement of 1ife avound him,

k?

aspeet of 1ife on the Vinesburg streets begones ihe

haekoround of his bthoughis, the meferials of hig ims
& 2 ‘ - -

agl-
notion, and the impulses to "embitions and regrets¥. 1

&a&r%e HWillaxd, the Ohlo ?al¢mw@
boys was fFest ¢ f@%lﬁé into menhood and
new %&ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ had been coning into his
mind., ALl that day, anid ihe gam of
peosple at the éwﬁfg he had mone aboub
feeling lowely. Je was about te isave
Vinesburg o geo &w&j 0 some ¢ity where
he hoped to zet work on a a?%y AEWS=
m&@ax and he f&&% growit Upe The mooed

hat had token possegsion of him wes
%hlng known to men and unknown 0 HOYSe
He felt old and o 1itile tired. Hamoe
ries awoke in him, 7To his mind his nevw
senge of maturity set him @gartg made
of him & hﬁlf«%@& ig figures~<

o

e

Life in Yinesburgy Ohloy has contributed %o his

ey

maturing provesns. He hes drawe upen his experiences in

the town to comsiruct his inberprebtation of iile. He
has resshed o point where an unguestioning acceptaunce

of 1ife gmives woy %0 a search for meaning in 1life.
There iz o time in the 1ife of every
boy when he for the fixst %im@ takes
the boekwerd view of 1ife. Perhsps thst
igs the moment when ue @f@@@@% the line

watking
LoWhe

inte manhoodes The boy ig
through the sireet of huis

M
x,s’
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thinking of the future snd of the Lk
he will ¢ut in the worlid, Ambitions
and regrets swake within hime Suddenly
somebhing happensi he stops under 8
tree ang waits as fov o voige ealling
hig neme. Ghosts of old things creep
into hip consclousnessi the voices ouk-
side of himgelfl whigper a message Gon-
gerning the Llimitatlions of life. From
weing guite sure of himsell and Liis
fubure he bhecomes not at zll sure. If
he be on imsginadive boy o door is torm
open snd for the first time he looks
eudb upon the worids seeing, ag though
they mercied in procession belore him,
the sowntlens fizures of men who before
hip time have come out of nothlingness
inko the world, lived their lives and
sgein disappesved into nothingness
The sadness of sophisiiestiocn hes come

- bko the boy. Vith a little gasy he pees
himgelf se mepely =z leal bBlown by the
wind through ths sbreebs of his village
He knows thet in spite of sll the stout
talk of his Tellows he nmust live and
die in uncerizintys 2 Phing blown by

g

to wilt in the sun. He sh
looks engerly about. The
he has lived mesm but a1 6
breathing gpase in the loang me

humsnity. Alrvesdy be hsers :

This fivet sense of meduring is overwheluing snd
couses in George Willard o eraving to be undersioods

He does not retrest inito isoclstion like Eneoch Robiason

D

£

of the precedinz zenerction. He geeks undersianding in
Helen Thites

The two zo oud bo the falr zrounds. Regollections
= S

of the town mingle wizsh

 yvide, 02e 178173



€1

lack of w%ﬁ%f Willawd,

he feelis ng of loneliness and isolation
9;@% hed eome to the young man in the
ecrowded strests of hig Bo was botR
%z@ ren and inbtensified by the presence
f Helen, vhat he Felit was rveflecied
iﬁ hePeses
There ig somethins memorable im the

%3

gxperience %o be had by g&iﬂg into &
foly ground thet sbends at the sdge of
& ﬁ‘&él@ Fastern town . on & night alter

the annual falr bas been held. The
@aﬁ%aﬁi@ﬁ is one never Lo be f@fgﬁ@%@ﬁa
all gi@@a are gnostse not of the
@egég but of liviag a@@ 3i@a ﬁaﬁbg @arw
éﬂg‘tﬁ% day ju%@ B8g38d, 3 B0
pesplie pouriag ia %&ﬂ¢ %&
ﬁ@&ﬁu&f apovnd, a :
1y@$ and ¢hildyen %ﬂﬁ &
Bﬁ@,%&négéaﬁ by

@h&if’l&?ﬂﬁg ﬁh@ gl@&@ aa@ h@%a fiil@é
%@ sv&rﬁl&#iﬁg wiith lifTes It hap iltched
g%&?mﬁﬁ with 1ife and nay it is
m&mu% and the 1ife has a2ll gz WEI
?h@ gilence iz slmosd teryilfyinzg.
eonceals onesalf standing sl

Lienbly
eside the axua% of & tres sud whnt
there ig of » refliesgiive tendency in his

naturs é@ Méﬁ‘%ié&@@g %ﬁ% $h%&é@;ﬁ &t

the people
one loves
gome .nto

11@@&&@ D 178,
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the town. He zeouires an avwe-inspiraing ;

thelr significones and mystery¥s

How thot he had ecome oud of town v
the presence af the vpecple ms?mﬂ
abouty bugy with a zzzw mw@&s of affoirs,
12d been so irvids %m;%%:ﬁ.m

5 all gones..He | wﬁﬁ @:E‘ s%
saonle if&f% the %s}*m

}@ %ma% m 12’%@

mood thai had

3lg mood thot e hap evokeds Anderson bids one

have notv changed

look again

-

ey LEL O T P o ey ‘w wrd P e Ty es v i T e
any Thgy have becums ia ed with meaning and they

‘”?ﬁ’ into ’i’;"z
£z 21l Fomm

1o zzai,g' goun wy

% 1:3 -w»m %’%Q‘»
ari’ zm,if ﬁ@m‘z

ﬁ?ﬁf @ ‘%ﬁ@@

o

i
oy
N
€&
4
o
i
o
Y
o
@

In the darkaess
Helen W,@fz s:..m:% &
zilent, Tow and %mxs ?ﬁ,b v;«z}.l m
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Ibidey pe 179,



el a8 o

. ) Sy o ) 21
awﬂ ﬁn-w n& w.uJ & My, oot “an 4
Lt S i w st e I A2 58 & s 22
w5 o s o S B 5 3 LT il K b}
QB9 o W R B RS S < 42 a4 ) i)
g we O iRk D %zw d e 42 ot 5 R %
EREEEEE L £ o G o i o
b B s R i © A S SR 2 § @ f1 @
EE T i i R £ [ S1 6 5
. H R @ © 4 e 7 Q9
Py gy O ) b B 8 . e T M R oo G5 @
D oD@ 25 3 B & & 3 ) o g 0
w,,am 2 & Y am FEIEN 3 3 3 .mw %ww 3 oy 2 & "mm MW
A L o £ 4 & 3 43 e ] :
S e ow g S " 4 ! o] & &
ot B0 iR el O : e e 5 g D e
gl e ed 3 e B e a» & e a3 e Tk e B G S -
ged Wy Mool @ B e 0w o by 4@ 8o 0 49
wl s D w5 g9 R = S P I o4
o g s Bed el 5o o M 39 by ol S b P
@ 30 beess 0 ot = , 7 & et iy b S 4@
A et by 0] Beot TR WY Cdem o CE - B B I vl B ¥ B o
o OmMIVHooen I S 1 w4 Gt 8 g & -
4 oo QIS = B B B o B8 by 8F el ot D it} ok
2 e s R B = B - baadere o &
DRI AL T B R - SR - LR vl
o 3 O/ et O oo o ty W 9o o5 48 ¢
gl SO o RO S 4 O T o4 et DO @ <
& : Bt @ ) 4% 0 ed & Head 028 80w g &
F eed o Gep 43 B0vE G B4 o e 1 By owiogdet @y E P
o < ek 4l O o G @ e © Bom oo B O o4
4] a3 B O B Y o ol g g ok o & #
K] L Qe s S PG oy b x5 s m S 4 £ #
3 £y Bhey - @ g 53 o Ga e o £3 el W L ¥ e e S
T - A e S #  ed BB ol o R B
%3 B O RG BR J A5 8 o~4 g8 a % e B Bk 2 R gl A s o
od e e Y S n @ = S S S = S < B0 oo L @ o
3 > B e o0 w g o B B I SR & 1 s En 0O L
S u et aR 242 B g o I - T 58 5w 2y, bl IS b vl el
kA ik %M b M‘u [ A2 &
o o @ 4 e B OB &= Bo e
2 5 i @ o s
mw w} ,,m, B &
o
. & R .w 4 L
L &1 o e o
5 e = fee] Jaw




£

.
F
&

Zs 7
(e

bo

Tk e ey

(2

2
2

man

p-
Bl el 42

e
[

I e
ne gre

2N

g

a went

-

3

FeR6C

208

Y oan

i

o
k&

1

ke

4 hex

&

ghty
t

Bug

o
%

r tl

3
G4

do e

<

5

GOTBUNRLON.

de

ete

o

e

.
CigE N

erotions,

L

7
3%

he
lence

vk

3,

P

&

bl
£

£

son b
é’;ﬂk

e

ke

I
%3
Y
5§ £
S5

ney
TERRE

“
'

38 evenin

Y
T

g
anoe

Fed

g dowa w

.

£

¥
1ig

-

-

k4
D8

e on and

4

15

o

at the stati

L&

E S

B
o

el
ki
]

e3¢

, 2

n had gone, there wa
~ L &

o LRI
: b S v
o B

“ & By

O

3

ciom
plat

fa]
i

2

2
LG

jg:?‘:ia;»
Ty
7
4

2
2

GE

P %
. ..wm.es».m. ..,iw. i
nid
¥

a2 b
e

TS 2
‘r %
JAE

%

G
g

3

dowallk,
e¥eniuy

i
¥

fe
%
&



70

~t 8 o
) g e} 2
& Gy Mm .M-u 2 v..nm o]
3 b5t e s
» 8 s 8 » B W 2
vt R A B 4 i Y
51 ) S f O
ey & o B 5 L5 R o £ b
4 2o )W @ 8B @
A A e , M @

£,
i)

b

5131

e et ol
g < 43

2
iz
@

e

Eed
'3‘3‘
£

would &
13’.&%?(«%3

e o L

s Rl I L By 40
; 4 o O3 bed g o W
T DWW el @ be T

Gy @S oty e TG0 el 0 e
OWHEE Bl WA RN O @ g @
& e o P 2 ey o ® &
Bowm oW dl o) o Do e v
DO o Hnon  SMgE Do 00 W @
: ol o w St @ o 2 oMW
S8 B Wl R S
B & - #ooH &
b ol W o B2 ] o
P oM QD DB
SEB SO

O i w4 1T P S
-9 e R 2 A &
D o G HOO®  Bn G4 e
& - ) A - R B T«
. B 8o g 45

M 8 o e B @
] 5 =0 S % H 5 %
4D fhS o «emw ,,wuw L] wﬂw <

0 £ = 3 i - T

oo o B @ el
A2 8 Gt g & & 13
& n spef
5 S Ow e o W
& &4 & A g o
oo} 2 b
o Lo S T
1 59 % B 8
mn = B o



=i
e

;jr,w
boube=the
W

o
i & 1 3
i 3 & o4 ¥
g S iy
& @ 2 a3 2 o
P o
s = S Y [ R
o @l 0 Gy

@ oy 4 fq O
&4 fa o o %um
Msw & gh
[ i
e ;. S
8 m. o
e &
fg = e
Ok i
& &) . . S5 g
eﬂ“ .ﬂé.w Mok ,.M. ;uﬂw % ﬂ«W
3 o4 g vog

St 08 Dl B
4 L e E =
9] &t

@ W
5D %m,m
bt 43

2

31

&%

]
B
D b
WM e : e R
% 8 o S :
2. & B0 g
»mw f“ Wﬂ ) mw Hm mw @
@ 4 bl QD W &3
» .ﬁ # L0 B P s B8 2 A
P ; ®
»MMM ] id
wd & vl
i e L] L
aeef
ol

13
tion.
Ak

@O
i
o



¥

a

g

.
£

@

F

1

S s

motl

dovy of

hig
e Wadr

hew
P
and
*&3

i ey 8
P

e

o

x
blagl

3G

2
1
&

P i
S

ive:

IS T

¥

oy and
E

x
5

a

3

hie s

&
e i
3
b

&

]

Y Wesd BT e DAl M O 0
eIl 92 1 O Weed 0 200 Ot et 4 O 8
dar Pl S RN DG SR S Rty B D e 2

P,

B




k) what ﬁagﬁ@ﬁ@ w0 8

indugtrislizgation

e

ghroniclss the

EURR
10 w8

hin prefzee Bo

"
P RN PR
LFLSUS, @_;@*«_w

7 D Bipemn S Do m}"‘ R 5 £2e
story. The tewn in Joox bg is a fre

whicgh the §@ﬁw£ﬁ livee.

behevioy snd yeflcels iwﬁiﬁ xﬁ@&im»” snderson smanines

b 8 S N T T e 2
whieh ihe éﬁ,%@vﬁia&,ﬁﬁﬁw

work, the gaﬁﬁafﬁﬁg ond bhe

PR A S
e Bease 62

’?L@ *1"*?2?& '53

ot

;ﬁ B

“efn g e
%Jp)?' xfwae

=q& ﬁw@ &uﬁé“ﬁ &a&
SPLS m&.ﬁi@ be 1ivi

the 18860% he finds

5*‘*%

asip
n even the smalliest of the townsgs
inhabited only by farm laborsys,; a

indern




0%

o o8

]

sructive

v of
1@

very
s

mE

2
.y
HEE

7 Gy o]
o o mm..m% o
wd MW, &8y B e

.
fiL
£
3
hA
LB

Py
:,3} i

Hoa et >y o
y et S By @y r=f e
ﬁw e MW 5 mﬂw pd
hii] o) b
fz Gt G
. S8 oy @
il o & s i
B " o5 w ©
Sore, 20 ot i i 5
[ e g o A
™ ] ’ Sy m et pet
i s m, w & %
. O3 Ll 3 X %
i 0 i 42 i % {4 £ b
pec i 1 ] e i £1 wm o ] g
ahg B w O e 2 R @ o
£ ~ £ mmm &2 o
m.aa.
&

m
%
i

i

@

of
invig




s

fac

4
PO R G

g
&
a

B i3 Ba 42 @ &
Dt @l @
G @ Bnas S
et 2] ;
.

a«/uw.w amww g bw

R L ta
Dy gyl @ e} ﬁ
EN-E L - b |
DT e @ E L3 ¥

A lmeet oy B Pg
3 Y o s Ta o
Ay Iy Ry og

pi ’3‘2

e

i3
o

g




76

5
N

BRGLLYY

v

@
&

5

§
3

4 53

S
g .mww

5] @W muw :. 4
mmw .7.% ¥
S

the townse-

n

fete

k3

J3 =

b €3 By
e

a1

T
HK

EFL K

5
WM
£
@,
&




wﬁ,&m@&
&

o4

&
&R

o
<




T
1

i}

Anderson

&y

e

-
3
i
s
£% e
L3 Ut

& ewd

s S S

e

3

nobie




vz
BOOTH TARKINGTONS

The Hamnificent Awbersons

The small town is & dynemic subject which has beem
treated from a variety of viewpoeinits. The small toung
as 1t wewe, defies writers to imterpret it,and, in
accepting the challenge, each suthor comes swey with
his own emphasise.

Tarkiogbon exbtracts hig story from the smell town
and is prompisd inte an attitude which has not been
found in suny of the works thus far exsmined. He looks
back upon the same period thet Anderson wriltes aboubes
nomely the 1880%z and 1890's prior %o snd during the
indvgitrialization of the towns. DLike inderson e looks
back with affection upcn o happler, humaner eras

in the days before @e&%hlyfﬁamtyivan@aa
hustled them through thelr lives,; and
when they had no itelephongge-asnother
anglent waesney profoundly responsible

for leisure-~they hed time for every-
thinges time to thinks to talk, time te

79



&0

reads time to walt foy o lady

o

Here, howevers the mimilarilty ceases. The world of

i

Tarkington iz ubterly different, although beth inderson

and Terkingbon deanl with the same tyves of characters

in the same period. The setbing for The Magnificent

imbergons is in the ocpening peragrephs

Hajor Amberson had "made a Tortune®
in 1893, when other people were losing
Jorbtunesy, and the maguificence of the
Ambersons began then. Magnificence,
like the size of a Torbunes is always
comparative; as even legnificent learewo
may now pexcelvey 1T he hag happeuned o
haunt Jew York in 19163 sad the imbere
sons were maghificent in thelr day and
plage. Thelr splendour lasted tarouszhe
out all the yesrs that sav thely Hide
lamd town spread and devken into o cilys
but reached its topmost during the
period when every pyeospervous family
with ghildren kept o Hewfoundlasnd dog

W

&
#

Andersou®s characters in Winesburg. Ohis are

ungoeclaly imariticulete, and ingrown. ¥y contrast Tape
kingbon's are, like lwewig'; sociables zossipys, know all
about each other, Unlike Lewis, however, who is repell
by the dulness and scendsl-mongering in his characters,
Tarkington iz sharmed by the feibles and the intense
neighborliness of hig. ' |

In that towns in those doyss all the
women who wore silk or velvelt knew alli

1@%%21@@%@&9 Booths The Hagnificent Ambersons, Hew
Yorks Grosset & Dunlap, 1918; pPs il=lds

B o s -
Inidey Do B
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the other women who wore szilk or vele-
vebe, =nd vhen there was & new purchase
of sealskin, sick people were got &o
windows to see it 20 by. Trobters were
pub, in the winiter silernoons: racing
1ight sleighs op Hational Avenue and
Tennessee Streety everybody recogunlzed
both the treitters and the driversy asnd
agaln kuew them as well on sumuer aves-
ninge, when slim buggies whizzed by in
renewals of the saow-time rivalrys For
that matter, overybody kuew everybody
elge's Tamily horse-and-gorriage, gould
identify such s silhicuetle hald 2 mile
down the streets and thereby was sure
who wag going to markeb, or %o a regeps
tion, or coming home from office op
atore to noon dinner or evening supper.”

Alse like Lewis e iz aware of the exploitative manipue
lations of o mercantile class. Again, however, Taxking-
tonts tresiment of this group differs from Lewist,
Tarkingbon gees a sort of universsl shrewdness in the
members rather then o mischkievous sniti-soglial sonspire
sy of economie interestsg he smiles over the sulbmige
sion of most people to the dicbation of customs bubl is
exguisitely delighted by thelr liveliness.

Shifting fashions of shape veplaced
aristocraey of textures dressmakers,
shosmskers, hatmokers; snd tallors,
incrensing in cununing and power, found
meang to meke new clothes olds The
long econbagion of the "Derby® hat
arriveds one gesson the oerown of this
hat would be o buekety the next it
would be o gpoon. Ivery house still
kapt its bootiaek, but high-topped

Libid., pp. 3-4.



boots gove way to shoes and “coungless
gaiters®; and thesge weve pley
fashions that shoped them now w
like box-onds and now with Zoss
the provws of zaeing shellg,™

In gontrast te Lewis® deadly coniempt Loz

Vg

Klothes is Terkington'p affectionai
ghoracters? preccoupation wiith dresse

Trousers with a crease vere conslid-
egrad plebelang the srease proved that
the garment had lainwon a shelf, and
hence was “weady-znde®y bthess betraying
TPOURSTS Were
in allusion %o :
faightiesy; while bangs
having their way with s iy bhat varlie
ation of dandy known os the %dude® was
inventeds he wore broussrs oo bight as
stoskings, dogger-pointed sghoes, a
spoon "Derby.® asingle«brsasbted coal
guiled o "Cheasterfield;® with shord
flaring skirtss & torturing ecylindrical
gollary, lasundersd to a pllish and thres
inches high, while his othor neckgeayr
‘might be a heavys pufisd eravat or o
tiny bow £it Loy o doll's bralds. Wibth
evening dress he wore p tan overcosb so
short that his black cosbtwtalls hung
vigible, five inches below the over-
goati bubt afier a seagon or two he
iengthened his overeoat $ill it touched
his heelsz, znd he pagsed oub of his
tight trousers inte Htrousers like greatb
bags. Theun, presently, he was geen no
mores though the word thet had been
goined for him remained in_ the vocabu-
lariss of fthe imperitinent,”

1154, e 5o

Z
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gonbrash

There were the 1itile @%Mu” siregt=0ars
on the longs single track thet went its
troubled way among th& @a@hies@aﬁaﬁa
At the yeay dooy @ff@ﬁ& gar there was
no platfovms bul & step where papsen=-
&&?b glung in wes clumgg when the
enther was bad and the @aﬁ/aﬂa»éﬁag
E%@ pabrons-=if not too absent-nindede
pub tﬁ&aw fares into & %i@@@ and no
gonduetor paged the heaving floor, buy
the dyiver would rep remindingly with
his elbow upon the gless of the door bo
hig 1ittle overn platform if the niskels
and the passengers did nos appesy P
solungide in number. A lone mule drew
the gurs ond sometimes drev Lt off the
tracks %hﬁﬁvﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁ&ﬁﬁhﬁ”’wﬁ would get oub
sud push 1% on sgein. They really owed
it gouvitesies 1ike thiss for the caxw
wos genially secomodating: o lady sould
whistle to it from an uvpstelirs windows
and the car would hald ot cnce and wailb
for hey vwiile she simt the windows pud
anuM?&wcmuah%%wwﬁgmmmmamw
found on umbrells, told ¢ @ %girl® what
to hove for dinner,; sund eame Loybth fyonm
the hounes ‘

The previous Qaéﬁ@ﬁ&ﬁ?ﬁ made Libtle
objestion to susch gallaniry on the p@gﬁ
of the eawrs they were wonbt to cxpoet a8
much for bthempelves on like @@Q&ﬁi%ﬁa
In good weather bus muls pulled She car
a mile in & 1ittie less than twenty
wimuﬁﬁﬁg unless the stops were oo
Longs bulbt when the trolley-ssy gaues
ﬁ@*u@ "%u ukiw Ar &@@ b“ﬂ aﬁﬂ and babe

S8Ey
s ol
”i’i‘&?w&%

EEQiégg DPe 10=ils

&

poignantly with these of the superseding exé,
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5T % S T
While Lewis? ¢

divert themselves and sucound o boredon, Tesrkinghon's
are merry and tireless.

- They even hed time to dance ®squore
dances, ® gquadrilles, aﬁd~“1ﬁ%®“2”“
they &1@@ danged the "racg &&*@@g% and
gsehottisches zund polikes, snd such whins
o8 bthe ®Poriland Femey.?® They pushed
bask the sliding doors @etm@w% ta@ Epape
leur® and the “wzt*?ﬁ& rooms ® tacked
down evash over the garpets,; hired &
fow pelns in green ’w’%::r statlioned
three oy fonr Italion musicisns under
"‘”1{3 stalywey 1y ?ﬁfggmg Gali%esand

which are taking place.

bhtracted %o his choreaters he desoribes

iz no sentimentallty in his record of The disintegras

tion of the town and its pebtiern of 1ife. Alwost fors-

getting hisz child-like peoples he pees that
Hew Taces m@@@”?&é av the dance the
winbery new faces had boon appearing
ﬁ?&fg&ﬁe%es for $that meblers il
iar ones wers digsppoarving, werged in
the iangreseing srowds or gons fovever
and missed a 1iv%le and uot longy for
the town was growing sud chenglng as it

Y1vides Do 120



never had grown and chengesd Belore.

It wes hesving up in % e middle
insredibly; and &8 it heaved and gpread
it befovled itself and dsrlened iis skyn
It boundsry wes meve gﬂagcﬁeﬁan@sg on
the rung o raws new hRouse would appesry
on g ecountry yords four or five others
would presently be built at intervals
batween 1t and the cutakizts of the
town: the eounbry voad would btuen into
an &%yhul% gorest with a brick-fuoed
drugstore “Wé<ﬁ xyam@ Zrocery ab a gore
nery then bHungsls *@ &iﬁwwﬁam COBe
tgueﬂ would %wsfilg %ﬁﬁ@%&@ thie oyen

reen gpaces-=and o Lfarm had besome 5
wa%&x%g which would immedistely shooi
s rer puburbs inte the gounsyy, on
snds on . bthe others é%iﬁ

O
5o bha ol Fanas

the neyn of bBusiness Droe

¥ 27 FE s men's idesls are ip
% i s 43 E iz T e ke ST B pn ety e B B a de 5w g
the agoendants The young men down town are husilers

v run the gily and iis povernment,

of eltizenshipy had
defined itselds It was
Zﬁw itesls re gupremed
g kind of young nen in bHusiness
af They wers ﬁyﬁimigtgawagﬁin
s b0 the point of belligersngges
%waz mobbo being "Soostl Dontd Kngekis
aaaaﬁﬁ idenlisgts plonned and strove snd
tﬁmz vhedr gidy ﬁﬂ%&i& 3&@@&@ &
s and Betiew
ﬂél'éfvg when they w
_ - T owme Ymore 0¥
and %u& ﬁu?@ of thelr ldealis

? e & n _ )
"”zq@lé@g j}}?@ %g%“’é?’?ﬁ
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efmm,%m

o ands %ﬁ@x

ind zlegss since whals WEL
cleansd wag dirty wwm;ﬁ %@f@x% the
cleanl 5 helf done, Fors an the
town % ”%@w dirty with an imm&&w
idle Do a id oud

@ﬁé

ﬂﬁ Qhﬁlﬁ
¥ were

amem@ @mg
w«@r@ %@

; brue 24
:;3«%;”'@1 *”%;%2:’ ‘&»s
16y were nelpless

%%@&iaﬁ% %i4#@wg now gould %hay ever

h@%m to vealize %m@vr gerfdom {as
%@t W“a bowsrd | PQ@&&”@ free me

ey should make the %ﬁﬁ&ﬁg@ nd

that matter should seyve

g %;S ot
@

sad
&

ey
&
S

& e by G ey o sy 3 e s B e .
It i scercely sotisfactory to discuss the two

since b e pard of

preceding exga:

o

the preiunde o section of iths

novel. Tarkiy round mate-

o

Ibides ppe 3883891,
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rpest of all the changes singe the
i d&yS“waﬁd a friend gou?m loge sight
2 f%?ena for a year, zud noig know ibe™

sha
ol
of

The job that George Amberson Minafer takesg after
the disintegration of his family and also the accident
that befalls him, metaphorically depict the fate of the
Ambersons in the transformeavion of the town,

Geoxge becomes an expert on nitro-glycerin. He
rides aboutb, perched upon loads of it, the wy the Bmily
hed veigned socially while ecmomic disaster was impending. Fred
Kinney, whose son hod suffered blows to his pride from
the young, overbearing Georgie, speaks oI the life
expectaney of George bo Lugene lorgan, & ﬂabae&sLm?
rvepresentative of the ascending industrialists.

¥, .. Young Akers says (George rides
‘arcund over the bumpy roads, wlhﬁlﬁa cn
zg mueh as three hundred guerts of
nitro-glycerinl My Jordl Talk about
remﬁntve tumblesd If he gets blown sky-
high some day he won't have o bigger
drops; when he comes down, than hets
a}reeaj hadl! Den'b it beat the devilt
Young Akers said he’s got all the nerve
there is in the world...Well, we'll

probably see hig uname in the papers
gome day if he steys with that jobi®

5
Georze survives the dangers of hig joby, but 1ls rua
over by one of the new, cheap cars. Their inecreasing
number in the country and kig being siruck down by one
...
Ibides p. 478,
2Ibide, Dpe 486-489.
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gongideration of her osutlook, and the town as she timus-
letes 1t ~from  this outlooks
¥hile gtill in Buropes, preparing to depart forx

2,

farige voices her recoguitlion of an immaturity

America,
and self-delusion in the imericans she is returning to.

¥.esl%ve seen a grent desl more than

mogt girls have, And theng hall brought
up in France with people who are elevery
znd have their eyes wide open, people
who really count; I've seen how they
don't believe in humansy oFr goodnesss
or anything thet's not base. They kuow
1ife ig mostly bad and cruel znd dull
and low, and sbove 211 that it's bound
to foul you if wyou btrust to ity or get
¢ff your guerd a single ninuite..+0f
eourse back 1ln Ameries you find loits of
nige people who don't believe thab.
Put they're so sweeb you kuow theytd
gwallow anything that made things look

- pleasant. So you don't dare take theiz
word for asnything. They won't gven
look abt what's Bed in evervbhedyts 1ife,
they Jjust pretend it%s not there, not
in thelr husbands, or wives or children,
and 86 you kuow they're focled,

There is move rhetorie in the allusion to the French
gpirit end outlook, In this case the rhetorie seems to
batoken an imm&ﬁmri@y'ag her parts 5She is easily
influenced to azecepnt whobt appears o her Lo be %hé
unerying wisdom of Continental sopbistication. Simi-

laxly hey rhetorie corries over into her gppligation of

11bides ppe 13-14,



her Huropssn experience 0 Americang. Hhe becomes &
pvobantial snob and self-appointed 1ittle mentor of the
innceent and bumbling Amerigens. In the exercise of
thig office she is skin to Cerel Hemnlootl.

Settled in Asghley, Vermont, Marise cultlivates=1it
seans almost studiocuslye-a gertein front with vhieh to
engege the world., Thig digplays iiself on the ax&iv%l
ef Hr. VWellesy, & webirved businesswmen, snd his youngs
irvepressibly irveverent and questioning friend, Vin-
gent llzrsh. She meets thew with a kindly, though some-
what elry; reference to town gossip through which she
has been eppriged of thelr lumpending srrivel. With a
miztures of eynleism, good humor, and urbanitys she
palls this villoge chat the “local wireless informetion-
burean®, There iz also g ceriein condescengion toward
the town exhibited before hey friends. It is é@% pEe=
dominants but it is there in o teoo affectedly charming
menney, &he carries on in the endeavoyr %o create the
impression that bthe town iz 2 great big family--=not
necesserily o happy one.

feeste all) kpnow 21l about everybody
and everybhing. you kunow. If you live
in the cowniry you're really meryrisd to
humenity, for better or worses net just
on speeking bterms with 1%, as you are
in the eity. Vhy, I know about your

garden because I have stood s thousand;
whousand times leaning on my hee in oy



@
fa

peonies with
ad there befors

garden discussing those
8ld ¥rs. Belhawm who 11 ive

FOU,
There ie something oo flubtery snd sugary aboub the

ude, though it strives to make an effective dis-
tinetion between the couniry %own and the gity. This

distination iz ma vde in %%zmg of social relaotionshing.

’,

As metaphorical expressions, “married to hume, nityy Tow
betbter or worse® and %ﬂkaﬁﬁaﬂ@ temis® have cyiticals

expository pogeibilities which, however, sze vitisted

alys °
Wk

oh hovers abouvts

3@&@@&% linrgh is emploved as the gyitic of larise

perspicacity, and efie @2@ a5 welld ay further expositlion

o

of Hawise's personslildys; sve ©o be sesn ig this pasmge
Vincent npow ssked lrrelievenitlys “Do
you go Lo ehuzeh yours %zf*“

80l yese ¥ ghe aﬁ%wazaﬁs i gos I
iike %o &0 4snd I take the @ﬂl&ﬁ?ﬂﬁ»
She tusned her head se thab she locked
down 2% her long hends in her 1aps 28
she addedy *I1 think gelng Lo chureh is
2 refinines influense in children®s

iivess conth you?®

To ﬁ; Wallen® horrvoy this provoked
from Vincent one of h&s great lavgiSese

She iooked at him i rﬁg with a cepe

tain wonder in hey sgaﬁa

®Ohs there's no neeyomancy about it,"
he told hers “l%e been reading ithe
titlea of your books and glancing over
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your nusiec before you game ina
caen put bwe and twe togsthe
y@&‘aﬂkia faﬁ of %@ y@argblfﬁ
Pirat gob off that lovely speech aboul
the rafzazm& ing lh@zae of @ﬁuwcz.
She laughed a 1ittles “ul*%@%ﬁﬁ ilys
& brighiter eolor mounting to hey smooth
av&? e¢e@£m, ®That®s one of Hrs., Buye
‘W&&%&@?*% sg@hl@yg Vermont mznxaﬁex9@
wife's ] favorite mexing,® she admitied,
She w&&@@g Bgut I ﬁ@allj do iike to go
to church.®

2

Vineent Mavsh represenits the guestioning outsider. He

bokes in the tobsl situstion and proceeds bo test it

. .
guiebly st oritigsl

T AT Lo . e % oy . o x iy oo B
pointe for veveleotions of sivength

“ b5 e . ; o " v g ron B oy
grent sz zhz®, e possesses o cerbain %ﬂgmiﬁﬁiw

»

ed craft which designs to expose Harise to herself,

e
]
P b Us

restbricted Lifey is esjoling hersel? initeo thinking

stherwises; but he deoes not deny hey the ingight and

3 PRt . PERY e £ Ty o P P Togm e rumryn s
in private soeifings, at the expense of the Lown's nmens

B 4 B oy Y v "h o
torg, ap 1ittle compensaltory cullotss
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.

£ield thereby gonteibutes to the vitelidy znd signili-

|5
£

gange of the smell town &8 subject maltter, Vsrious

-

writers have wrestled with the subjegit., It wi,i he

Poesk

secn whether truth ecmerges out of the sun bobal, the
partss or vhether any of them has %%@@@whf&lig g@mew

trated to the gore of the subject.
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indireect one. I% iz in o desexisniion of the peli-gons

P et B s O R TP R ey b wrp 5 ey T Taens
tained, @gé eited Gant fomily. Tolfe gitrives w@ Bring

5 s o [ Sy FResnm B T Tey
out the essentisl nature of the Gants by showing th
& g s < B S e - s Doy o ¥ o 5 EE 2
townts resetions 40 them. The rvesuld ls sn &

wgongelous sidellpght on the towm,

b bhe very gore snd
¢ together.s Gent
ig

@h@ f@%éig waﬁ
88
abupes his affege
@;@ag aﬁé aa@ gza@igai provigioning,
Theoy ceme to ook foerward esgerly to
hig @n@f&ﬁe@g for h brought with him
the gnd ﬁ?a«ﬁz% of :i;o”i?iﬁ Ly {}" Cd ﬁﬁ%&m&s@w
kiw turbulent and iﬁézwaxm?;ae@
hetoric hed agouirveds by the pegulaer
ﬁ@ﬁﬁ@ﬁ-i@n of ztg uaag%g,@@m@%hzﬁ of
& wmoyend

%i

@33%@@%3
@i@r%a&

: e i
in 2 &Qéﬁih of il

,4’»6’» L3

)

&ﬂav ”z ; 'wﬁw&wfwméQWm *@ bhe
y‘uB@@$uw"‘ 28 L&k@n @mzzg by ite The

R, o fy;q

ghildren grew o o ig welurn in
the evening with a miﬁ& of sxhnilarstien
see ey were o 1ife wnic thonselveges
how i@ﬂ&ly %ﬁ@y were they did net kaows
tut they were know Lo awwﬂg ong ond
f&l%ﬁ@@é by alm@$% ne ONG. Thelr gha-
tus wos singulape=il W%J"EQ%M%£&§@
been ézgﬁzﬁgaashaa.@; Qw@%%g they would
probably hove besn galled middis-cloga,
but the Duncanss the Tarkintons, all
thelyr neighbovs, and w1l ihelr scurinie
ances througheut the town, never drew
wf:; ‘%3@' ﬁ%«m;&tﬁ»& ¥ Q&gyﬁé? a”g}:}c{«" :C’é %«@ éw:ﬁ'i ﬁ}%;»-#fwﬁ 'i'?@
rich colow of %ﬁ@i? lives, hsocoume $he:

o

hed twisted the design of =11 oxderly
ﬁzg@@ ycag %%@f@ wee in %ﬂeﬁ a ﬁwég

originaels 4 %%fgaww guality
@ ﬁ@b suspest. JAnd sompe

: glogh-~thoue like the Il
ily *@@@@m;@?@g @?&ﬁ if
& haﬁ the ;3&a oF the declire fop it
But they hadn’it

1‘1?%.;{; i@@m&m Look Honewapd,

Grosset & ﬁ&ml&ﬁ9 1929, Dpes 6I=6d.
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standing ond communication bebween human beings, as
bhis ie ezovresped in his prologus,

Yhich of us has Enown his brothsy?
A

Yhich ef us hes Zﬁﬂwmf inte his fathor's
heart? h of us hog not remsined
forever prigoapent? Uhish of us is nod
forever o strangeyr snd slone?™

Bomething of his abbtitude Bowsyd the town can be
gathered from his description of the way Bliza Gunb,
the mother of the sontral Tigure; looks at the Lowmie

To her it existe sp opportunities for malking wmomey in

the pureh

tament not s 50 Boy
é;« 8’3‘ *3-M“wn~ r«% 1 BaY
gaz,gm%;m Bluep:

@?aw g-é‘ ¥ m{j 3
y=yilec bought 1%

sold 2 who owe
i% &J’& Mms’ %ii’?:f‘@%?,w
‘%1‘; f’hf&*"* "'1'?' ‘é"pmf{:"l

Sk e Sl

ﬁh%@

2%

S

57 wEY hﬁdim',‘ &
:m, g‘%& m ; : Y;g%. &@&Ww
ing the Me c@s\,?w?‘é on of ide

she 3@&@@@ digtances
3 3;.:»3}?% ney 22‘&: @%‘ww V?XEQ?«?Q f»»f}.gﬁ %%nm“
%&ﬂ ‘route o0 & 3 inmportent centre wes

& - & A e & .
21y clreuitous, =24 locking in &

m ght line Shrough houses and lobs,
;zize

future ew esé.eme

be & sireet through hers

of land snd

i “ %
oruds. Potnlses mm

& ‘A&lﬁ

7'%'\

f—

E@Efﬁ%@g De Be



technical shoubd itz it wos oxbraoozdi-
ﬁaay'?@ ity direct éa%w%wzﬁg@ Hey

nstinet was to buy chesply where peo-
@2@ ’ﬁﬁl@ GoILes %@ ¥eep oul wf pogkebs
and euls de sace %o buy on g streed
that moved toward o w@ﬁ&yzﬁ snd that
gould be given %f@%ﬁ%iﬁma

> deseyibing her res %xigﬁgd or speeialiged view,

]

Yelfe does not condemn her for the things she misses 0¥
9 , g5 Bhe

shuts oud, BShe sees the town ﬁﬁ&@fg@lﬁ% growth and is

teken up with specwlations her insitinets are Zeyed to

%

the egonomic snd business sumbony of

the Lowas she

invvests *hiils.

nle® of Aliamont for ihe direction snd numbers in whieh

they moves FRather shen degyy the esgendancy %f Hlizats
£ 4

apquisitive nabture, VWolfe vegarzds 1t with sympathy and

Rer L W g 3 ¥ i - P . TR T T g 5 b ¢ LT pnin
Tolfels veferecnces to the small town in Look Homew

word, Angel ere sasual and brief, but gonvey the gense

SRR

. ) ry

of firsthond szverience thed causes them Lo appear
%ﬂ%iéé%ﬂm This ean be seen in the following exeerpt
sonserning the ceniral figurs®s sister, Helen Gants
Teeming wiith her friend, Penrzl Hines, she had toured

ki - s

2, 2 3 o Sl B oms  gywres T2 Bemdrwyes 3 i 225 ey
the veudeville eiveuit in small bowns until her friend

ey

" Sy i o
& E?fcz:%a Gy Laun

iz%@ii}w ] 32%a
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2. The Hative's Rebturn

The Nobtive's Return, Book I of the volume Iou

Con't Go Home Agmin, is sbout an author, Gecrge Webbers
{Wolfe) vwho hes written a novel (Look Homeward, Ansgel)
depieting his home town, Libye Hill, VWest Virginla,
eight hundred miles from NWew York City. In his work

seshe had packed everything he knew

shout his houme town in 0ld Catawbe and

the people there. e had disbilled

every lins afiit out of hiz owm experis

ance of life.
These sentonces mey alse be regarded as epitomizing the

achievement end intent in The Hative®s Return. The

town agein ig presented from vaerious angles and through
the minds of different characters in the abitenpt to
depigt it,

The eircumsience which lunds George Webber in
Libye Hill is the death of his sunt Haw Joyneyr who had
taken charge of hip upbringing at the age of eight when
his mother died. His reflestions upon his aunt not
only present the town through her eyes, buit display his
basie sbtitude foward the town.

The news shook him profoundly. Dut
it was not grief he felt so much ag &
decvp senge of loss, slmogt lmpersonal
in its quality--o sonse of losgs and
unbelief zmueh as one might feel to dis-

cover suddenly that some greal forece in
anatire had ceamed %o operate. He

] lw@lf@g Wh@maﬁg You Cen't Go Home Again, New York,
Sun Dinl FPress. Gorden Ql%ﬁglg%ﬁs P i@u
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gouldn't take it in. Hver since his
mother had died vwhern he wos only eight
yezrg old, Aunt low had been the most
solid ond pemenent fixbure in his
bovts universe. She was 2 gpinstery
the older sisiter of hig mother and of
his Unele lark, and she had taken
eharge of him pnd brought him up with
sll the indlexible zenl of her puritan-
isal nabtures She had done her best to
make & Joyner of him and s credit to
the naryows provineisl, mountain clzn
to waich she belonged, In thiz she he
failedy, snd hisg defeetion Ifyom the waye
- of Joymey rightecusness had caused her
deep paine. He had known this for a lowg
times but now he ryesliged, toos umore
clearly than he had sver done befores
that ghe had never faltered iz hevr duby
$0 him ap ghe saw it. 4z he thought
about hey life he felt an inezpressible
pity for her, and o surge of tenderusss
and affcetion alumost choked him.-

He recognizes the limitstions of the town wiithin vwhieh
he eould not live, but at the pame time he is bound %o
the town by powerful tles. The btownspeople he hé@
known as & youlhs in this cese his aunts ave not solely
@iﬁﬁa&ﬁ@f&l or deplorable examples of bigotry or inhile
bition, as, sey in Lewis. They are pecple with whom he
lived, iﬁﬁgh@@gv?l&ﬁﬁﬁg ﬁg&,gf@$ ups He recelved itheir
reproofs, 20provalss snd wellewishing., He was one of
thew; part of the daily ?aaégré@iﬁiﬁﬁ of 1ife. He sees
the town as au oubslder and ss an iusider. Az an oulbe
gider he sees i% am a h@p@iegﬁiy restricted commumity
with which he gen not come to terxms, 45 sn iusider he

is invelved by hip sympathy toward ity by the unstuge

1
Ibides Dpe 4548,
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pacting hogsplitality end comradeship % 2% is taeken foy
zranbeds that the townspeople accerd him, Consequently
he sess the limitations of the town senpibively and
sadly, He sees that vhat may sppear es limidations to
him azye tha Banners and attitudes B ig which the people
live. kj hig contrsvention of %halz godes h@ ig
unavoidably betraying thelir trust in him snd pidiculing
their sssumption that he should live by their bellefs.
iioreover he is eonfronted with %ﬁ%.ggﬁgzaéia of mayrow
ness in the townampeople. Hig atititude, therveforss ig
never one of militent cesbigention of the town, nor one
of vnreserved defenmes nor one of nostalglsae.

Certain of the town's remarkable ﬁﬁ.&w@%@?lﬁﬁl@u
are trenchently brought oud inm the weflestions upon the
eullmen cor numbsred X 19. It is the congh whieh regue-
larly aceomodotes the pussengers travelinz fron Few
York City to Libye Hill.

Georze bad o berth in cer X 19. It
was nod peslly different in any respect
from any other pullmen ear, yet fe¥
George it had & very spesial guality and
meaning. For every day ¥ 19 bound
together two polials upen the continent
-=the great ¢ity and the small towm of
Livya Hill vwhere he had been borm,
aight hundred miles away. It left Hew
York st one thirty-five eaeh alieimoon,
and it sryived in Libya Hill at eleven
twenty the next morning.

The moment he entered the pullman he
wasg bransported instently from the vast

allness of genersl humenity in the sta-
tion inbto the familiar g@@gf&@hy of his
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home bown. One might have been away
for ye and never have seen an 0ld
familisr Toce; one umight heve wandered
%0 the far ends of the ezrthy one might
neve gobt with ghild s mandrsie rosts sy
heard meymaids ginging, or known the
words and music of whalt songs bthe Birvem
sangs one might have lived and worked
slone for sges in the cenyons of lane
hatton until the very memory of hone
wag lost and fay as in & dresme yet the
moment that he gntered ¥ 19 it 2ll come
‘haek agein, his fesd toushed earih, and
he was hone, '

It wos ungannT.. .00t wonderful and
nysterlouBeese

Phe town hes apn indestruchible individuslity whiech it

o

s implonted deep im the pevscnalitiss of its inkabi-
tanis. It hap taken such an elemental hold on the
prime ingtineivs sad imsgination of itg children that
the meve sugzestion of 1% will instuntoneously bring
its spirit end flavor iuto dominance. it ig as if the
town provided the oaly round of experience whieh has
teken o rooted hold in the 1ife of its people; every-
thing venishes before it. It seeme to huve the first
glaim upon its people, It egreates v kinshlp whieh i¥
would be almost wnforgivable ingzatitude to reject or
vidievle,. The towa has created the Lirst impressions
of Yife in George Webber and has struek these @@@@iy
into him. He hos vegeived his Tirst and mest lasting

pereeptions of 1ife in the town. The town had the

;{ . .
Ibidsy PPe Bl=33Zs

%
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initisl influence on hime it was his firgt contact with
1ife. It is this owviginal,: spontenesus relationghip

with the towm and its people which has power over him,

~J

thab, with o shorpness of vision and vealistic apiraisal
of the town's menners znd abtititudes; coausmes hlm do view
the bown sensitively with mixzed feelings. He recoge
nizes this powers

But why had he always felt so
gtrongly the megnebis pull of homey, why
bad h@ thought go nush aboud it and
remembered Lt with such biaz&@% aGeu=
rasys if it 414 not -ﬂm@uﬁ&g sad 17 this
1ittle %@wﬁg and the z&m&rﬁﬁz hilis
around ity was not the only hum@ ne had
on earth? He did not Xnowy ALl that
he kuew was that the years flovw by liks
ﬁh&%fgg nd that oune day men guome home
again.”

In the pullmen thot cerzies Vebbay home Volfse eole
leets a group of the town's eitizens. Through them one
dexrlves a1 insight inte the town. These Personages are
n £2il to the most faseinating and powerful creation
among them. He is Judge Mmmfoxd Bland, In the charac-
terization of himg in his atiitude toward the towns
Tolfe secks to depledt tho capsciby of the town be ruin
tragieallys

Biind Rumford Blands fermsr Jjudge of Libya Hill,

terrorizes bthe

ruling caste, be

K%Qiﬁiag Pu &9
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through ell thely telk ond devisgeg.

hed pursued his 1ife among them with
ent shemelessness. Though he
%ﬁiim masked in a”é the outward asvecls
of respectebility, he was in foial dis-
reputes; and yeb he met the opinion of
the tewn with such cold snd poigonous
gontenpt that everyone held him in o
kind of terpificd respectssss

A% midnight in the woshrzoom of the pullmen, recale
ling unssvory g%@wé@% about

the town'e lesding f&%@ﬁ%ﬁe

. o FRPRE ey -
the bonker, Baxier Hennedy,

i e 5 . e ? ¢
Flaek, $he poiitiesi bosse

the tall, speres britile,
ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ@é figure of the %@ﬁ%ﬁ%
i 8e ald on the peat cpvosibes
sngoged 1n conversaitlion with him. ay&
twe other logcel digniitsries. He resog
nized the %@%ﬂéwze‘%uraég weask smiz azlw
ity of the Yayor, bLexter Lennedys snd,
gprawled baside himy his longs heavy
ghanks “%‘aa% oult indo the sisley the
bald growvn of his head with its tope
%&f@é frinmze of blegk heiy thrown baeck
againet the top of the seabs his loose-
J@%&b& @@@@ uﬁﬁ Mﬁg neavy ag he ialikedy
wes th@ large, wellsoiled beefiness of
FParson Flagk, vh@ menipulated the polie
tigs of ILibya Hill end was salled "Pare
gon® b@@aﬁ%@ he never nisssd a prayer,
mesting abt the Campbellits Churcehssse™

They have beon tryinz to better ench other's stovies,

&

and Person Flaek is about o bepin snother.

21bides De Blhe

2T0ide, De 53
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n the laughber spd the slsyping
ighs subs: @ﬁ@ Farson ?&a@L &%&ﬁéﬁ
zboi) mw%idg or to tell sanocther.
“@&g sonfiden~
%iwmﬁ wzﬂawé u&ﬁwﬁ?‘“$§%? al; he begans
wnd do you yemember the time that
la}w@ %

Swiftly the curtain was ﬂ?w%& &%i&@a
21l hesds Jerked up, =nd Judze Zland
enbtared.

“How, Porsone=% gaid he in a chiding
volges= “remember whal?¥

Befope the bliads oold stare of that
emacinted face the sested men wers
gilent. Something stronger than fear
was in their eyes. :

Hemember waab?" he sald Mks
triflie harshiy, ie %@@& bafoye
&mm%;m&:aa%?% Both hands 7 ;
on the head of the gaue W&&Qﬁ he held
anchored to the Ffloor in £z zon of hin.
ﬁ@ @afﬁ@ﬁ iAe 3@2@&% m&%g ;3 %@%@ﬂé@ﬁ
3 noasbed
in a1l
B wpbicular
what 1% grew on?? He burned bask o
Foyrson %&&@E; "hsmember when oune of

tthe boysy® ap you like o ¢all thome
wou always leok oub Zor Yihe boyse?
don't you, Ferscunf--remsmber wien one

of 'ithe boye! borzowed money from Tihe
f&%ﬁ@ﬁtagrgwaﬁg bank?® Lo buy two bhun=
dred acres on that hill seross the
river?tewhe burned to the Mayor--‘and
sold the land o the towa for & mew
gometeryy @ﬁ§£ﬂ@&§m Wy ¥ he turmed his
faoe to Parsoy Flagk &@wéﬁ@ %The dead
g%@%&é ha v@ e go w0 far bo bury wheliy
dand I do not kunowl®

Feeei Pomember many bhinggs but I

peg now L asve spent my subsbance
wastad =211 ny @&i&a&& in rictows liviag
meaWhile g& ug Puritens bave viriucusly
betrayed their ftown dﬁi given thelir
whaleg=gouled @%3&1@*5 o the rulg pd
thelr fellow men.%sqe

Yhey sat in ubtisaz il@ﬁ@eﬁ thelrp
@?&ﬁﬁﬁ ned, gullty eyves all rivebed
upon his fece, snd each men felt ag if

of th

A
%ﬁ?

s
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3

thrust inte o cowpany of waretorn aund tired bub galeu-
lating powers.

The devebion bto matevial interssts on the part of
most Americans resulted from a hell century spent by
the nation im exploiting fabulous material resources
gnd in supplying a prodigious, expanding domestic mare
ket, FPracticslly all the skill and energy of the
nation were direeted to materinl pursuitss the monu-
mental sehicvenents vhich engrossed the middle class
were the perfecting of highly productive Sechnliques,
buginess administrationy the organization of large
ga&i& enterprisge, an& the vefinement of credii and
bonking facilitiess Ag the Great Vor precl ipitated a
blatant fomm of nationalisgm, so tooy by virtue of the
demenda upon Ameriea for war materiels it enhanced the
acguisition of lush wealih and sugmenied the material
prosperidy of the nation asg a whole,

Hoat Americans of the immediste postewar world
were orthodox in their ?@ii%iﬁ&lg religious and other
beliefs. Aggresmively engeged as they had been in
exploliting the apperently limitless oppovtunities for
beconming wealthys they fsua@ that their heyitage of
elective governuenbs and politigal freedomy and of
Christian doobrinesy largely CGalvimist in interpretae-

tion snd enphasisy eould be adspied to further and
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.

senetion the exgansion of business enterprise. TWith
theliy growing nosterial prosperity and thelr gradual
gocial entrenchment, the asscendzunt middle class lmpwessed
its orthodoxy more and move upou dhe affalirzs of the
natione. 4 prastical peopley undigeiplined intellee-
buallys they had tended to bogome pigidly weritical in
thought aﬁ&_gﬁa%l@ to bear or absordk vwhat was not

K

femilizy op habibual: with & govsecuence thal they

gtrenuously 3 rried out interrogation of their beliefs

and begame iuneressingly intolerant of heteredox

The natlonslism, meberiolism, and ovthodexy of the
nationslly dominant middle clase of the lmmediate pogib-
war period. arouged hested protest Irom the authors of
the works trested ln the foregoing chopbters. The nolay,
provineiasl srrogance of sa éwak@ﬁ ing nationaliang the
worship of materizl achisvensnby znd the lack of intelw
lectual curlosity ond ezcitement-~gharacteristicy as
hag been obgezveds of & people whose histoxry of igsolae
%irrg frontier hardships, and duszling opporbtunitiss
for quick risghes during the indugtriel vevolution,
abeorbed ity as & whole, in pra a*zeal conglderationge-
zrovoked an execited gongern over the laeck of fLmeriesn
suliure on the part of & grvoun of writers rat last

awekened o the provineislilty of imerics and made very
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Masters and Lewis demned the uationsl goene zleefully
wut ineonclusivelys Onthier stexnly reproved the middie
glasss Anderson end Tarzkingion sought to point ﬁ@% the
délaterious wiskedness of the times by deseribing a

selection of the distant charms of o previous eras Ganw-

ness in men and women i@ﬁ?%ﬁii&&? in women)s; and Yolfe
tried to illustrats the debasing papacity of provinelal

Amepisa by lebiting hinself be sensationally and romans
] ? ! "

Hiore specifieally, the criticism of Amorican socl-
@%E‘W@rk@é out by this group @f writers was soncens
trated upon the Americsn mmwall fown, which wag the m@aﬂ
prevalent @&i%mral and sosisl milieu in which Americnns
aongregobed and lived sut theiy lives. The thinking of
fmericans, sush as 1% was, on politiss, rellgion, more
alsy, was formulated ia the towns, and dominated

national life znd volicy. Suddenly, the band of write

oy

2

erg we have been gonsliderings jolted by the ﬁ@aziez ces

of the Great War into a reeozuition of Americs’s proe-

goglial velues in & land thats By snd large, had bsen
pecupied with nnteriel pursultss Conseiocus of thelr
cwn suall town origins, bhey set ocut to cemduct of

inguiry inte the noture apnd sgsumpbions of 1life in the

smerican village, Hense, the flurry of small town
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gharacters ag innogent childrens whoge lives and relae
tionghips were wrenched by economic forces which they
did not undersitand,

With & beneficent optimigm Qenfiesld discussed the
compact inter-velationghip of lives in her town, the
awift spread of news asmong the eitizens about one
ancther, and the explosiong of brooding love, hatred,
and disappointment. In her mood of brimming affeciion,

however, Ganfield made ﬁi@@%&ﬁ% gloset-dremas out of
these aspeets of the town reother than terzifying sto-
ries ayousing pity and sympathy.

Wolfe, though plaintively sbsorbed in gataloguing
the irritastions of Ameyican life gnd msuners in ayi@
terms in order to meke his @awwﬂm@l rugglie with them
21l the wmore impressive, fought with psin and regret
sgalinst the "dullnens...prejudice...caution...snuzness
soeBterilityss.ioek of joy®t in the smell towm. In
uwncongciovss and celmer momenis,; he spoke unaffectedly
of the %“drear monobtony ¢f the small %@Wﬁ%”ag

These were the charscteristics asoribed to the
American swall btown and the manuners in whieh it was

pregented by o number of writers deliberabely dealing

i, -
Wolfes uh@m&%g Jou Can't 4o Home Againg Hew York,
Sun Dial Presgs, CGarden @g%g@ 1942, Ds Libe

29plfe, Thomes, Look Homewszd,

Look ion Angel, New York,
Grosset & Dunlaps 1929, Ds 202
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with its Uhile there was & gore of common findings in
thelr snalysis of the town's Teatures, there was a vams
ation in emphasis in each tresbtment repulting from the
differences in attitude adopted toward ithe town. On
the whole; Hasters nbhorred the town. Lewliss at the
geme time that he wee sprightly ﬁ&ﬁi@iging the spesch
and manners of the Amerxicsn btowns was bafflied by @ﬁa
pig-headedness and lagk of subltlety which he agecribed
over-emphabically to the towngpecples Cather saw boih
vleagant and provoeking festures in the town, her athis-
tude being govermed by what sbhe happened to be cbserys
ing, and ended by being curious asnd ﬁ@ﬂw@@ﬁﬁi%ﬁ&&»
Andersonts atititude toward the town was @y@ﬂ'%@ three
6@%3%@%&?@6; g0 far ag I can make oubs it was obscureds
it never developeds %%ékM$§@ Andergon considered life
in 2 smell town the less iunelined he wizs Yo adent &
Tized atiitude towerd it. Tarkington was wistiful,
buoyant, and pobtevnal in his sbtitude Loward the tovae
Gaenfield®s attitude was one of o debermined friendlis
negs that was not wholly grabing on good genss.
Wolfe's attitude toward the town ranged ff@ﬁ an Olym-
pien disregerd to bursting reges from militant affsc~
sion %o quist pity. |

Houne of these atititudes by iteell sveceeded in

producing o elassical representabion of the smsll towme
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aterial ints compesed, adjusted form. Instend,

thely works Yeeame reflegtions of thelr own provipe

&
K
B
@
it
o
3

clalityy; the irescibility in thelr tempersment, and
their peevish webellion ageinst bothy rather than
clossieal representations of proviusialily orx other
ontlooks and cheracteriztiss voriously displayed by
humenity in Americs and elsewhere. Had they not viewed

> o

A v oo -3 o x, Py e 3 T S B Ty d ey : 2 o R N
AHBYIen as an espesial preserve ol Digobtry andidliogy

i

i T . A P : . I R frnn s
they night have baken sueh feabures in thely sivide,

5y

gone on o & dispassionsie consideraiion of the small

e e 6 gy o on3 F enrh o2l o R Ao % mim e side e e F - e S
town aud energed with a lasting porbrsyal of ids forg

g "1 sy o} aeng s F e o ey s o e e
guilegvively at any s @y
Hoes 5 pvem bl ey N el gy e o s da L VO 1 T VT i g
adnirably sultsd bo breasuuie the suell bowm iulo grant

litersture.
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