Bibliothégue nationale
du Canada

National Library
of Canada

Canadian Theses Service  Service des théses- canadiennes

Ottawa, Canada
K1A ON4

The author has granted an irrevocable non-
exclusive licence allowing the National Library
of Canada to reproduce, loan, distribute or sell
copies of his/her thesis by any means and in
any form or format, making this thesis available
to interested persons.

The author retains ownership of the copyright
in his/her thesis. Neither the thesis nor
substantial extracts from it may be printed or
otherwise reproduced without his/her per-
mission.

L’auteur a accordé une licence irrévocable et
non exclusive permettant a la Bibliotheque
nationale du Canada de reproduire, préter,
distribuer ou vendre des copies de sa thése
de quelque maniere et sous quelgue forme
que ce soit pour mettre des exemplaires de
cette thése a la disposition des personnes
intéressées.

L’auteur conserve la propriété du droit d’auteur

qui protége sa theése. Ni la thése ni des extraits
substantiels de celle-ci ne doivent étre
imprimés ou autrement reproduits sans son
autorisation.

ISBN 0-315-54872-X

f+8

Canadi



THE CHILDREN OF TWO CULTURAL WORLDS:

3

UDY OF THE FORTUGUESE IN WINNIPEG

o}

FATIMA FERNANDES

SUBMITTED IWM PARTIAL FULFILLHMENT OF THE
REGUIREMENTS FOR THE DEBREE OF

AA5TER OF EDUCATION

FACULTY OF EDUCATION

UNTVERSITY OF HANITORA



THE CHILDREN OF TWO CULTURAIL WORLDS:

A CASE STUDY OF THE PORTUGUESE IN WINNIPEG

BY

FATIMA FERNANDES

A thesis submitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies of
the University of Manitoba in partial fulfillment of the requirements

of the degree of

MASTER OF EDUCATION

© 1989

Permission has been granted to the LIBRARY OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF MANITOBA to lend or sell copies of this thesis. to

the NATIONAL LIBRARY OF CANADA to microfilm this
thesis and to lend or sell copies of the film, and UNIVERSITY
MICROFILMS to publish an abstract of this thesis.

The author reserves other publication rights, and neither the
thesis nor extensive extracts from it may be printed or other-

wise reproduced without the author’s written permission.



et

ARETRACT

b3

r+

Buring the period of the initial phase of Portuguese migration to
Canada, Fortugal was undergoing a slow rate of development in
comparison fto the rest of Europe. The lang dictatership of Dr.

Oliveira Balazar (1%28-68) had ignored to a certain extent the

2]

economic infrastructure, education, and communication in order to
place priority in the military. The country’'s efforts were channeled
intoc avoiding the independence on the part of its African colonies.
fs a consequence, a lack of wealth existed during these decades and it
was particularly visible in the countrv-side as opposed to the urban
centers. The inhabiftants of small fowns and villages sensed their
limitations in opportunities and shared a general pessimism about the
tuture. Conseguently, their life-long aspirations for economic
security led many working class citizens to emigrate.

Thus, the 1930s and 1960z witnessed a period of heavy migration

fram Portugal to Canada. Initially, the first settlers were

nadian

pil

contracted by Immigration officers to replace the C
sgricultural workers who were more attracted to urban employment.

They were men from the working class of Fortuguese society, unskilled,
agriculturally inclined, and non-English or French speakers. The
migrations that followed responded to family reunification and open

Canadian immigration policies. These and wmost of the subseguent

i

migrations were engulfed by & sense of isolation and unfamiliarity

~

torn by the unmewplainable ‘saudade da minha terra’ (nostalogia of my

hometown) and the immediate need to survive in an impersonal,. lonely,
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MTRODUCTION TO THE STHDY

Joed

Raticnale

The period of approximately thirty vears since the first
Fortuguese seftled in Winnipeg has gone almost unrecorded. The
community has undergone numerical, social, and economic growth. Thus,

the periocds of the uprooting, the cultural transplantation, the

]

adiustment, and the growth deserve & comprehensive analvsis. Second,

i

the community is presently in a state of fluw. During the last thirty
vears, the early immiarants have ewperienced the challenge of
parenthood in a foreign environment. As a consequence, not only
should their experiences be utilized, but of utmost significance is
the influence they imposad on their Luso-Canadian children. Those,
who accompanied their parents or who were born shortly upon arrival,
have become & product of two cultures. They acquired the Portuguese
culture from the home environment and the mainstream culture from
school and exposure to Canadian society.
The children of Fortuguese immigrants to Canada have been chosen

because of their unigue experiences in

&
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as the t

it

rget for
living through the conflict of two cultures. Host of these
individuals are now the parents and elders of our youhg

Lusp-Canadians. Therefore, they have the responsibility of educating

the vouth, guiding the life of the community, and making decisions



about the future. The writer saw & need to research and analvse how
Canadian socisty, especially the schools, has prepared this group to

cope with their present responsibilities.

Significance of the Study

This study is important as a phase of unresearched educational

and sccial history. The experiences, feelings, thoughts, and

=

behaviour of the Portuguese immigrants in Winnipeg remain relatively

rocommunity. Furthermore, there is aleo a need to

m

unknown to the larg
.

research how the host society, at times unaware of these people’s

presence, attempted to provide for their economic and educational

The benefactors of the study would be the community itself, and
the many researchers who seel information in this area. It would alsc

serve as an aWaraness vehicle to sducators, especially teachers of

students whose parents are from a Fortuguese background.

The Problem Statement

The purpose of thie study is to analyse the sducational and
cultural eyperisnces of students of Portuguese descent envolled in
inner-city Winnipeg schools during the siwties and the seventies.

Specifically, it attempts to study how these children experienced the
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two powerful but conflicting force

schagl environment. The findings were analysed in the light of the
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current issuss of acculturation, language

1

and value conflicts.

In order to contextualize this study, several factors required
detailed elaboration. Therefore, an attempt was made to record the
reasons for Porifuguese migration to Canada since the 1950°'s, the

settlers’ uprooting and cultural ewperiences. and their continuous

s
I

=

r

gefforts to x2intain & tie of nos gia and affection with Portugal
while strugoling to respond fo the many challenges of the sccial,

and economic life in Canada.
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nolitical,

Hethodology

st

The study of ethnic minorities, ethnic relations, or ethnic
identity is considered by Anderson and Frideres (1981} as

e immense contributions made by =socioclogy,

Pt

interdisciplinary due to
anthropology, history, geography, economics, politicael science,
nsychology, educatian, and religiaon. All of these fields, however,
utilize unigue approaches and methodological differences when
researching the area of ethnic studies as political scientists will
ttitudinal surveys, while

F

ists on

p—t

8]

ar

focus on policies, peycho

i)

-t

historians will use oral histories to a greater extent. The presen

study, having primarily an historical base, relies heavily on oral

ory acquired through numerous intervisws which the researcher, an

-
w
ot

active member of the Portuguese community {(Appendix G}, affirms to be

}

Common consensus and representing & composite portrayal of the

¥ the study, the data uwere

g
e}
o

community. Due to the broad naturs
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collected and organized strategically into the different areaz of the
research with the main focus being the educational and cultural

speriences of the target group and the two peripheral sections being

n

the contlicting forces of home life and school environment.

In order to provide a background fo Fortuguese wmigration and
canseguently an understanding of the home culture, the researcher
reviewed different historical selections of 20th century Fortugal and
supplemented this literature by interviewing nine individuals from
rural Fortugal {three {from the Northern region, three from the south,
three from the Archipelago of Azores). Btatistics and other
information were also acaquired at the immigration offices of Lisbon
and Fonta Delgada, fAzores. In addition interviews were conducted with
zeven pioneers who arrvived in Canada between 1955 and 1959 and twenty
other individuals who emigrated with school age children in the 1940s
and the 1970s to gather information on their cultural transplantation
and their efforis to maintain & language and a culture while living in
the host society. They were asked to comment on fheir home
environment, their occunations, and their general expectations placed
on the children.

The other peripheral section involved the environment of the
school. The following schools were selected on the basis of being the
ones with the highest concentration of students of Fortuguese descent

-

during the time frame of this study: Finkham, Dufferin,

4

Victoris-Albert,; Montcalm, Wellington, dohn H. King, Hugh John

Hacdonald, Gensral Wolfe, Daniel Mcintyre Collegiate, and Technical

-

stics and records from these schools

o
al

Yocational High School. 5Stat



were gathered,; with the junior and senicr high school vearbooks as the
maior source for enrollment figures and student identification. Seven
teachers and three teacher sides who had been part of one or more of
the schools during the sixties and seventies were also interviswed.
The researcher inquired about the type of language classes availahble,
the pedagogical aporoaches, the school s expectations, the materials

used, the teachers’ attitudes towards Fortuguese students; the
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instruction.
The subiects for the focus of this study were identified from the
1960-7% vearbooks of the two junior high schooles, Hugh John Hacdonald

nd General Wolte. The rationale for the selection of the above

o

schools centers around the fact that they received the greatest
numbers of students both from the elementary feeder schools and from
the continuouse migratory flow. Every twentieth name was identified,

twenty being an arbitrary number to allow for a random selection. In

=

instances where the identified individual was unabhle to be located o©
was identified twice, the twenty-first, the twentv-second, or the
twenty-third name wase contacted. In the years when the enrollment was
less than twenty studentis, the first or the last appearing in the
vearbook was selected. Excluding these individuals who were randomly
selected, eleven others who attended one of the other target schools
were identified by peers and when contacted showed interest in being
interviewed.

The interview with the individuals from the target group had a

, it dealt with factual information such as

e

two~fold purpose. Firs



perceptions on how the home culture and school environment atfected

their general development,

All the subjects of this study were given the ooption of being

Y]
in}
31

interviewed in Fortuguese or in English, and once the data were
collected common occurrences or themes were developed and supporied by

the literature.

Limitations of the Study
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This study was conducted in the Fortuguese Community of Winnipeg.
Consequently, although the vast majority of experiences might be
applied to other Portuguese communities in Canada, the information is

based directly on the settlement in Winpnipeg.

i1} Target Groups

v

senaral information is provided on the "life before emigration

s

thraouvghout Fortugal. Furthermore. through ipterviews knowledge was
gained of the immigrants’ ewperiences and strugoles in order to
survive in a foreign environment. The focus of the study, however, is
on the educatiaonal and cultural development of the target group. This
incorporates students of Fortuguese descent who have been in Canada

longer than twelve years and have at some peint in their lives



the target schools and those who were born in Camada shortly
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arrival.
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atter the parent

iii} Interviews:

The research consists of an analveis af fthe literature indicated in
the bibliography and data gathered through primary accounts of
immigrants and their children acguired through guestionnaires and
interviews. These include Fortugusse immigration officers, Fortuguese
citizens who lived through the conditions of the 19505, 1940z and

1970 and chose not to emigrate, and Portuguese immigrants in Winnipeg
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rent age lesvels and walks o life. Although over a hundred

interviews from different perspeciives were considered, there exists
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the possibility of bias flso, privacy and personal
discretion may have limited the disclosures of those being
interviewed. Furthermore; time and continuous contact with the

Canadian culture may have distorted or erased the original

gxperiences.,

Definitions of Terms

ficculturation: The process of change in artifacts, customs, and

fzorean: f tersm u

hat result from the contact of sccieties with

fd
18]

beliets
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d

f

b

cultural traditions. (Encyveclopedi

-
i

eren

Britannica, 1785

ged to refer to s Portuguess serson from the

ut



Continental:

Emigrate:

Immigrate:

Lusg-Canadian:

Hinority:

Archipelago of Azores.

A term used to refer to 2 Fortuguese percson fraom
mainland Fortugal.
"Culture or civilization is that complex wholes which

1
s
o
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-

belief, art, morals, law, cus

capabilities and habits acguired by man

p—

r of societv.” {levitas, Gloria. led

21}
i
o
=
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B

Cultures and Conscicusness: Ferspectives in the Social

gciences. Mew York: George Braziller, 1947.)

To Ieave the native country and to settle in ancther.
To move into a foreign country for the purpose of
permanent residence.

& Canadian of Portuguese descent.

f group that is subject to a more powerful controlling

Group.



CHaPTER 11
CEGROUND OF FPFORTUGUESE EMIGRATION TO
INMIFEDR FROM THE 19302 TO THE 19709

Geographical fAspercts

Hainland Fortugal is located on the extreme southwestern coast of

l

Europe, occupying approvimately a hood

b

the Iberian Peninsula and

A

1K

m

camprising a rectangular area of 89,000 km2, Portugal alsc includes
the archipelagos of the Azores and HMadeira in the Atlantic. Its
population of 10,185,100 in {986 is irregularly distributed with

higher concentrations in the northern and coastal regions of the

country and 252,200 in the Azores and 247,400 in Madeira, respectively

Fortugal s relatively small area is a misleading indicator of its

immense physical, cultural, and climatic diversity. The geograp

o

ical
contrasts range from the green fields in the Horth, to the mountains
and valleys of the silver coast in the central range, to the open
plains of the Houth. Similarly, the climate differs fron region to

region but can be characterized as "mediterranean®.

ts location, a key stretch of Europe’s Atlantic coastline. is a
defermining factor not only of its climate, hydrography, cultivatian,

and vegetation, but also of the rural demographic patterns and

shelters, the gastronomy, and the way of life in general.
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during the Canadian emigration

1

¥

shase from the 1930s to the 1970s was a product of continuous

struggles since its colonial past. Portugal was the first country in
Europe to achieve its national unity, to settle territorial limits, to

-

experience a revolution of the hourgeoisie in the YIV century,; and to

venture the unknouwn cceans and establish a colonial empire {(Bourdon,

1979}, Portugal, in spite of its accomplishments, has had to face
several consequences. Thus, the glory of flying the Fortuguese flag
in distant sites stretching from the coast of Hrarzil to the coast of

China ie paralleled by the great loss of life, excellent

administrators, and experienced warriors. The
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monopolized spice trade with the Orient, after Va
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historical discovery of a
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route to India in 1498, permitting

Fortugal to become one of the wealthiest countries in Europe, often

or

iy
i

ey

most of it

fd

abscure the fact tha ha pra

4]

and a great deal of manpower

s
s
[£2]
I

went directly into the guarding of this sea route of some {5,000 mi
between Lisbon and Boa. The implications of defense affected

agriculture and the industry which suffered a noticeable decay. 4

i

portuguese historian who feels that imperialism has been a great
illusion for the Fortuguese claims that "it brought us the lowsest per

capita income in Western Europe and the highest rate of illiteracy

»+:- In the 430 years since the discoveries, our principal export has

B 3]
s

been men - s0 much so that far more people o oriuguese descent live



The 18%" century once again provided Portugal with the
cpportunity to surface as a European pouwer {Alves, 19B31. The

discovery of diamonds as well as the ma

W

s cultivation of sugar cane,
coffee; and rice in the coleny of Brazil allowed for large amounts of
maney to enter the country. These funds, however, were utilized

mainly to erect churches and palaces for royalty as well as to rehuild

i

the capital city after the devastating earthguake of 1735, in which

more than 30,000 people were killed.

The 19%7 century witnessed a series of civil wars and revolutions

culminating with the abdication and

ui

ubsequent exile of Manuel [T,
Portugal’s last king, in 1910. During the next fwo decades, the
Republican government that succeeded the monarchy was faced with

turmoil. Throughout this period, strife among the members, public

riots and viclence, and one financial crisis after another resulted in

XX}

a total of 43 different

wdministrations. In 1932, Dr. Antonio
Gliveira Balarzar, whose influence had been felt since he bacame
Minister of Finance in 1928, became Fortugal's Prime Hinister and
within a year was able to subdue the country’s general disturbances
{Gordon, 1961). His immediate and positive accomplishments led to the

approval of a new constitution that made Salazar and his colleagues

absolute rulars.

The dictatorship of Salazar had two distinct phases. The first
phase was characterized by success, the second by stagnation. dOnce in

power, Halazar was able to end fiscal chaos, decrease or almost

eliminate viclence, and embark on widespread programs related to



s
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sducation, health facilities, housing, communication svetems, anpd
urban and rural electrification.

H

During the second phase of hisg government, the fear of the

opposition derailed his initial approach to the development of the
country. Salazar claimed that "in Fortugal the opposition does not

£

fight an election on a number of issues, but threatens to destrov the

government and our whole way of 1ife" {(Bordon, 1961:37). To safeguard

his government, he created a police state apparatus of 103,000 men and

iy

a few thousand volunteers who anonymously gathered information from
peaple in all walks of life throughout the country. This police force
referred to as PIDE {(Fortuguese International State Defense Folice)
did not hesitate to exercise its power in all realms of life. During

this peripd many authors were imprisoned and their works were

confiscated. Censorship was exercised in magazines and NEWSNANers so
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corruption in the government, the reality of the
harsh daily lives of the people, colonial wars, or any kind of

political opposition was excluded {Gordon, 1941,
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remendous amounts of money were also being used to

f

fv e

ght guerrilla war movements, that arose in Angola in {941 and later
in Portuguese Guinea and MHozambigue. Also in 1941, the pressure that
had been building up in India during the previous vears led the Indian
Union to invade the Portuguese ferritaories {La Fav, 1943). Through

o re

W

isting the wave of

e

the years Fortugal 's efforts were channeled in

s
-+

anticolonialism that prevailed, and consequently the general state o

the country worsened to the point where the government could no longer

permit a further drop in the standard of living.
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Forces Hovement finally br

half century ers of oppression to an end by overthrowing the

4

governmeni of Harcelo Caetano who had succeeded Salazar in 1948. The

year 1974 also marked the psak of Fortuguese immigration with 16,333

people entering Canada. This figure decreased to

[

;247 in the

3,

tollowing year and to a low of 3,084 y 197
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The Economy
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gconomy alsno
showed signs of improvement as the period following the Second World

War presented conditions condusive for avelopmen

r'i~

In comparison to

the

T
o
1
i
o
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Europe, however, Fortugal's economy in the 1940s and 1950s
was still relatively poor dus to underdevelopment and lack of

modernized equipment. Although the 19&0s experienced noticeakble

133
Fasd

cha

o

nges 2 he government allowed greater amounts of forei

[{w]

n

1

apital,
the expenses caused by the government security system and by the
military fo halt independence movements in the colonies affected and
hindered the necessary infrastructure to ameliorate the country s
BCONOMY .

Table I ewplains Fortugal’s situation in relation to other
European countries. The low standard of living was more acutely
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Jource: Carlos Rodrigues, et. al. 9° dno Hicztoria. Porto:
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Contrapento edicoes, 19847, p. 227,
The 1974 revolution however, hrought freedom and optimism to the
people. The economy has undergone drastic modifications since then

with the most influential factor being the recent membarship in the

E.F.T.4. (European Free Trade fssociation}. However, for the purpose
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the most important vears of Portuguese immigration te Canada.
During the period of large scale migration to Canada, the

economic situation was fragile in Portugal which remained mostly an

agricultural country. In the northern part of the country anly a
Furthermore, this small portion was fragmented into numerous small
tarms which, plus the lack of sconomic powsr, impeded the use of
machinery. Conseguently, this reinforced the use of simple and
traditional wavs which vielded low productivity.

The south, on the contrary, presented a deep contrast to this

situation. Here, the large estates known as ‘latifundia’

predominated. These huge family estates were a product of the feudal



fonte
11

5 .

iradition where the 'iatifundiarios’ had heen for centuries the

frf

supreme rulers, the workers wers little more than slaves with meager

e

&
2 7]
[Lee}
[y
1l
M
Qe
pus |
-
fos
o
i
1)
4
[l
fai
e
I
boos
bl

country, often refervred to as the “granary

i

of Portugal’, monoculturs was oractised with extensive dry farming of

o
i
[l
ot

i

wheat. The land itse not germit the use of new seeds dus to
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lived away from the land. In spite of
this, some faors of mechanization did take pnlace as a cansequance of a
shortage of labour caused by emigration. Similariy, in the Azores

most of the farmland belonged %o rich landowners who for the past 530

~
i
el
-9
il
o
o
8l
P
m
]
jou)
m
oz
i
ot
C
ot
-
ot
ot
o)
i
il
=
3
fLe
n
i+ 5
s}
pus
i)
1
o
n
in
m
i
¥
o
i
233
juat
-
=
jw ]
a1
el
m
]
n

ernerally had large families and worked from sunrise to sunset for low

salaries. The rest of the land was subdivided to the noint of heing
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Agriculture throughout the country suffered as a resulf of a

variety of forces in the sinties that at times created a state of

diseguilibrium. Firstly, there was a noticeahle desertion of

cultivated land as a consequence of several factors: +he colonial war
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industry attracted small landowners and rural workers into the urban
centers; and neighbouring European countries and those of Narth
America recruited Fortuguese lahourers who were gager to seek better
conditions. Secondly, although this was not sufficient to free
agriculture from a state of stagnation, there was a marked increase in
the production of potatoes, rice, and tomatoes. Thirdly, the

immigrants who initially deserted the land sent thei
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savings back
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In the sivyties there was al

especially fo the maior industrial sectors: textiles in the
Doure-Lima region, refineries in the Sstubal area, fisheries on the

coast, small industries o jocds in the maior urban centers.
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circulation of money and low consumption of goods.

Fortugal had a scarcity of revenus fronm industry and commerce,
and, thus, remained mostly an agricultural country during the
emigration period of this study. Several modifications took place
atter the revolution which affected the gconomy. Suddenly, the
country faced half a million refugees from the former coloniss and

thousands of soldierz who returned and broke the eguilidrium of jobs,

housing, consumption, and made lasting marks in Fortuguese society.

The Educational Bvstenm

The educational system before 1972 in Fortugal which catered to

the majority of the Portuguese emigrants to Canada conzisted nf four
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Fortugal, {974:44) These figures and the several factors previously
alluded to suggest that Portugal has constantlyv faced fiigh illiteracy
rates. Table Il shows the related percentfages of illiteracy rates for

the recent decades

number of the ‘elite’ has had access to pducation, leaving a large
number of the gopulation lacking the basic skills of reading and

TAELE 11

ILLITERACY RATES

T M MW i T T T T e T T b L A L N e e T A R R

A noof illiteracy

¥ Date % *
M O1%40 350
¥ 1950 45 0
TOIRED g
¥ 19740 25,8~
Moigat 20.48™

P fr A e M B M Ay N A Ml M Ty e B L Ry e L e R T A Ry Ty

Sourcer Carlos Rodrigues, et. al. 3o Ano Hiszstoria. Porto:r

Contraponto edicoes, 1954}, o. 277.
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throughout Salarar’'s dictatorship showed improvement
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still inadequate in meeting the real needs of the population, as some
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attempts were at times hindered by political con
econamic limitations (Rodrigues, 1984). For gxample, the decision to
use only one book for each grade level throughout the country, a
decisien that lasted for decadesz, was not based on pedagooical

censarship and conirol of teaching
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material., GSimilarly, the appointment of principals and recruitment of

teachers were often based on political criferia.



The result of improved conditions in industrialized areas during
the sixties coupled with the fact that rural families were alsg
benefiting from the revenues of their immigrant relatives, the student

population increased
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result was a serious shoriage of materials, equipment, and gualified
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teachers. “The requiremenis stipulated that glementary school
teachers complete five years of lyceum and two vears of teacher

training, but many were teaching with credentials slightly above the

their students.®' Thi

-

level o

H

developed a tendency to facilitate

things for students in order to obscure the deficiencies of the

Although elementary schools were distributed in rural areas, the
lyceums were located only in the larger fowns and cities.
Transportation was poor: accommodation in the citiss was gxpensive:
and tuition fees were charged which eliminated a large portion of the
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g of their lifestyles. However, those who were ahle to complete

the four primary years, received a solid grounding in the basics, even
though the methods were outdated and based on memory and cognitive
facts as the curriculum focused in nmarrative and factorial content,

eading, Writing, Arithmetic, History, and Geography.
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945, th inister of Education, Veiga Simac attempted to

implement some reforms into the systenm, including an increasing number



of teachers,; new schools, and foreign nedagogical ideas Later in
1972, the structure of the esducational system was further altered to
include six years of primary compulsory school. This was followed by
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reflect the advanced pedagogy of European and North American

Social Life
Fartugal's political structure, unstable economic system, and

History Frofessor of the 1980z uses the analogy of an eguilateral
triangle to represent the class structure of the Fortuguese society

with the very narrow tip comprising the extremely wealthy, the middis

gt
m

sgction representing the middle class composed of business people and

gntreprensurs; and the whole bottom half of the triangle accounting
for the blue collar workers and peasants.=2 Consequently, it was the

majority of the population that mostly sensed the deficiencies and
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injustices of the soc

pone
)

ies adopted By Balazar and Castana’'s

government. Thus, the economic evelution of the 1940s incorporating
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the increase in penetration of foreign capital and the growth in
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industry were vital factors in altering, to a certain gxtent,; the
Fortuguese society in the third guarter of the Z0th century.

These factors modified the hourgecisie who lost the tional
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characteristics of being linked to commerce and instead attached
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itself to investments and international monopoly. Consequently, this
led the bourgecisie to govern the whole economic scene cancentrating
on the large international commerce and large industry. While the

rich were getting richer; the poor were getting noorer and becoming
= e 3 h = = e
depressed, sad, unsatisfied and to z certain extent resentful of the

wealthy. They saw little ooportunity teo upgrade themselves as

generation after generation repeatedly lived the same ITifestvie &
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result of their sociceconomic ftrap. Sone would live in the same

fiouses as the parents and farm the same small fields. The son would
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ontindous diseases, and chronic unemplovment. This situation,

augmented by political limitations and the four year oblig gatory
participation in the African wars, contributed to the desire aof 43,000
persons, approximately half of the natural increase, to emigrate each
year in hope of {future prosperity (Bordon, 19&1).

Historical Baclkground nf Fortuouese Emioration

he stagnation in rural Fartugal in tontrast to the wide economic

e

development that flourished throughout much of Europe after the Secand
D g
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styles. Portuguese migration was not a conseguence of any sperific
goverament policy at any given period in time but a phenomenon in
national life since the age of the Niscoveries that has responded to
the theory mentioned above and is well expressed by the words of the

A

desult missionary, éntonio Vieira: "God
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ave the Portuguese 3 small
country for a cradle, but the whole world for a grave® {La Fay,
196524463 .
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ite people to travel the world, searching for what the homeland has
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been unable to provide. The ne n of many needes initiated the
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Portuguese diaspora which can be traced ta the conguest of the city of
Ceuta in Africa in 1415, The colonies, especially Brazil, absorhed a

great percentage of Portuguese emigration until the 1950s and [960s,
when the emigrants were attracted by industrial Europe in need of
labour force for its esconomic expansion. Thus, France and Bermany

quickly and progressively substituted Brazil as major destinies, and
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PORTUGUESE EMIGRATION 1934-74

I 450

I

i

I

E 250 280

I 225 239
I

I

I HO 7S

I 23

I

33 40 45 50 8% &40 4% 70 T4
YEAR
Rodriguesz, et. al. F° Ane Hiztoria. (Porto:
19841, p. 227.
TARLE 1V

FORTUGUEBE EHIGRATION:

COUNTRIES OF DESTINATION 1950-49

Bestinatian 1930 - 1959 1960 - 1949

Total % Total fA
Germany i O 45 474 7.0
Argentina g8 549 2.5 Z BZ8 0.4
Frazil 237 ZET 59.5 73 249 1.3
Canada i1 3546 3.3 30 443 7.7
United States 14 193 4.7 b6 674 10,5
France id4 724 4.3 329 (580 5(.8
Holiand { { 2 0BS
Bouth Africa & 193 i.8 i3 793 2.4
Venezuela 35 236 10,3 37 3t8 3.7
Others 1l 356 3.3 24 048 4.0
ource: Carlos Rodrigues, et. al 2% Ano Historis, Porto:
gento edicoes, (1784}, p. 241,

& growing number now alse focused in North America.
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to return to



Fortugal and purchase land, a house, and other material goods.  Their
savings were regularly sent to families in Portugal and contributing
to the general economy and to a higher standard of living. &
different and visible environment was immegi iately created as new and
improved housing flourished in rural areas. However, the large
proportion of emigration also had negative effects as it drastically

decreased the population and created stagnation and neglect in small
towns. Furthermore, the decline in population between 1940 and 1970
{Table V) withdrew approrimately 1,500,000 people of whom &0 percent
were males and 90 percent of whom were younger than 45 years of age,
further accounting for the agricultural stagnation.
TABLE ¥
FOFULATION OF PORTUGAL

Yaar Population

1940 7,750,443

1950 8,510,240

1940 8,889,373

1970 a,4611,1

yroe “Free Portugal ~ Year III°. TDepartment of fass

connL afl)n, 1776,

In the seventies, there was a sharn decline of approvimately 40%
on the migratory flow dus to the restrictive measures on importation
of labour imposed by the industrialired Eurooean countries. This
action not only had an impact on the tatal numbere of emigrants but
also on the countries of destination. Table VI shows the increase of
emigrants to Canada. FEetween 1930 and 1959 Canada received 3.3
percent of Fortugal's total emigration, 7.7 percent between 1540-4%
and 17.7 percent in 1984.




Years Mo, of emigrants

1940-31 323 festimate)

[9531~40 21,914

1961-740 44,474

1571~80 75, 60F

Total 143,514

Sources Favid Higgs, The Portuguese in Canada: Canada’'s Ethnic
Growps, (Ottawa: Canadiav Histoical Association, I982), p.4.

Emigration to Canada

The different regions of Portugal have favoured different

destinations for their emigrants. While mainland Fortugal provided
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ime, these preferences have sitrenathened even more as the emiarants
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responded to individual and family ties.
In the early 1950s, Canada was undergoing an urban orientation

which created a shortage of agricultural and rural labour.

Simultaneocusly, Fortugal was facing an excess in population,
especially in the #Archipelago of fzores. Conveniently, these tuwo
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situations occured simultanecusly, and Fortugal s population excess

recame an answer to Canada’'s search for lahour. As Freda Hawking has
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agricultural groups for immigrant workers, coupled with the decline in

immigration from our traditional source countries in 1955-54"
{Anderson, 1974:29). These conditions encouraged family reunification

which guickly increased immigration to Canada. One man fram Hadeira
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i9&0s who were later allowed to remain
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gre legalliy. This was a
period of large scale illegal immigration encouraged at times by
Fortuguese and Canadian travel agents who charged large sums of money
to prepare prospective iemigrants for guestionning fram immigration

fticers. The number of illegal entries decreased when the Can
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government impesed new regulations on November 3. 1972 which did not

allow visitors to apply for landed immigrant status from within the
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country. Other less influential factors center around military

reasons stemmed by the fact that the war in the Fortuguese colonies in
the 19460s led many young men, especially from affluent families, to

the late seventies when
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The majority of the Portuguese in Canada came from the



island, followed by Terceira. Sao Miguel alone sent approvimately BO

percent of the total fAzorean immigration betwsen 1940 and i975. The
third largest source was mainland Fortugal, with the district of
Lisban as the most significant contingent, followed closely by the

In summary, the majority of Portuguese citizens who emigrated to

Canada came from the working clase in small rural towns. Somns owned

gepecially in the Azores, had managed to build a small home on land

the initial pericd of immigration, few peaple came from urban centers
because even if these people uweres financially deprived, they still had

more access to education and city emplovment. Horeover, they did not

tural or construction workers which
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CHAFTER I I X
& SEETOCH OF FORTUGUESE IMMIGRASTION
T O CANGDAO

The Age of the Pioneers

The decades following the Second World War became a
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hable phase nof Canadian immigration which as Anderson and
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81) noin

Frideres out involved approwimately 100,000 immigrants a

year. At this time Canada opened her arms to large waves of homeless
and displaced refugees who were fortunate to fulfill Canada’'s entry
criteria, which according to Riddoch (1979:367) guoting Hackenzie Fing
"Canadians do not wish to make a fundamental alteration in the
character of our people.” Despite this fear of change, the aver
increasing numbers of immigrants during this period had a great effect
on industry and business. The influx reguired the ewxpansion of
housebuilding, construction, trucking, schools, and universities,
which in turn, demanded development in all other sectors creating the
necessity for vet more immigrants. Britain and other northern
European countries responded with skilled immigrants while new source
countries supplied the unskilled labourers (Riddoch, 1979).

Countries such as Fortugal and Italy took advantage of Canada's
opportunistic objectives and engaged in the process of encouraging

their citizens to emigrate. These countries were not only facing
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problems of overpopulation and land shortages, but they were also

the demands of all
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undergoing & rural-urban chang
those who sought emplevment in the cities. The majority of immigrants
from these new source countries were initially labourers in both the
agricultural and the industrial sectors. They can be categorized in
accardance with the three different selection processes: independent,
sponsored, and nominated. The ones in the independent categaory

applied for landed immigrant status on their own and were required to

ot

have the assurance of emplaovment, These, in turn, developed the

second category of sponsored immigrants, usually relatives, and

7

olloued

ey

assumed responsibility for them. The third category
different standards for acceptance and once allowed to immigrate, they
were expected to find emplovment within a certain period of time.
Although the 1952 Immigration Act embodied mostly economic
considerations, the new policy was also a product of new attitudes an
the part of Canadians. 1t further reflected this attitude change by
increasing entry allowances for immigrants from India and Pakistan.
The percentage of immigrants from these countries increased from 1.8
in 1963 to 7 in 1974 {Andersaon and Frideres, 1981:162). These
modifications in policy making and implementation and the general
attitude change of Canadians are evidence that the fifties and
subsequent decades marked a change from the previous racial preijudice
towards the Chinese and the Japanese to a more tolerant environment
for immigrants to Canada. This progressive movement led to the
implementation of new immigration regulations adopted in 1967 which no

longer discriminated on sthnic or racial origin and rather depended on
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new criteria based on a poin rewarding sducation, occupation,

and knowledge of one of the official languages (Rigdoch, 1979:

Anderson and Frideres, i981). This new policy encouraged a “brain
drain’ of professionals from countries in need. Further debates abaut
the obiectives of the pelicy led to a series of documents known as the
Green Faper in 1975 which stimulated discussian in the Tight of the
isgues of birth rate, the Canadian output of educated labour, and the
continuous need for unskilled workers. These issues were reflected in

the new immigration Act of 1978 which attempted to meet the needs of

the Canadian labour forc

o

in a long-range plan (Riddoch, 1979).
Anderson and Frideres {1981:177) guote Hawkins claiming that “"thisz was
not really a change in immigration policy but an improvement on the
mechanisms for managing immigration to meet both compaseionate aims
and national goals.®

Since the early fifties, two out of the total three million

people who immigrated to Canada remained in thic country. It is tn
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expected that migrations of this magnitude would have a significant
impact on Canadian society. The presence of these recent Canadianc
demanded expansiaon in employvment opportunities, housing,; transport,

gducation, and other social services. In turn, they sncouraged an

s

ethnic dimension as an integral parit of Canadian attifudes which began
to exnpand and incorporate tolerance towards people from different

parts of the world who held different beliefs, customs, traditions,
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This visible trend was officially

a2 Bilingual Framework in 971 which in lay terms legalized the fact
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“recognizes and promotes the understanding that multiculturalism

-

reflects the coltural and racial diversity of Canadian saciety and
acknowledges the freedom of all membere of Canadian socigty to
preserve, enhance and share their cultural heritage.’ (HMulticulturail
Policy of Canada, 1988).

The Fortuguese were incorporated in this prosperous Canadian
immigratory post-war scene, for they too contributed to Canada‘s
growth through the building of dams, the opening of mines, and the
construction of the Canadian National Railway. The Fortuguese
immigrants did not face the same experiences as those af the turn of
the century or the overt discrimination and prejudice towards the
Chinese, Japanese, and Sikhs. Hevertheless, the Fortuguese facad
severe problemes in the adjiustment to Canadian society. Thev were
exposed to extreme ioneliness, lack of expression, severe climatic

differences, and an ahsence of the traditional sUpp
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consisting of family a

i

The adiustment was initiated with the psvechological preparation
even prior to their departure. Their relative calm routine lives were
shaken by radioc announcements, advertisements an lacal newspapers and

[ -

church bulletins, and other propaganda highlighting the numerous

=

[l

canadian opportunities in the agricultural field. #n immigrant from

the province of Tras-os-Hontes, literally translated "Beyond the

:

Hountaing' immediately resnonded to the cali:

I heard the announcement in church on Sunday and I went
right away on Meonday morning to pick up an application.
When I took it bhack home to my little touwn, I couldn't find



Lo
feoate

a4 soul who knew how to 111 it out. 1 went back te the city
and asked a guy at the local pharmacy to fielp me out. He
tried bhut after a few mistakes ruined my application. It
took months before I was given another ane.S

Another immigrant from Ribateis commented on this phase of anwiety

>

-t

during the regular procedures of paper work for admittance:

had never heard about Canada but once people hegan talking
about it, I didn't waste any time in filli ing out the
applicatlon. When 1 got accepted everyone, including
myself, thought that I was geing to paradise. 1 had to keep
this image in my head when I was go aing through the
embarrassing experience of callecting encugh money for my
trip not really knowing what to expect.e®

Most of the pioneers who were interviewed commented on the mined

)'D

emotions they experienced in dealing with the hone of arriving in
Canada and the sorrow in leaving their patriotic land. The women and
the family members were crucial supporters as they constantly
encouraged and assured the men of a brighter future.

If it weren't for @y wife and sisters I wouldn't have come.
First, I was called to write an exam and have a physical. I
passed both and I thought that was it. Then I was callad
for a second time and this time [ had to talk to Canadian
officials. I took the train from my little town in Minho to
go to Forto for the interview. A&fter thiz, I thought I had
Wasted all my time and the little money that I had. iy
tamily was always by my cide and I managed te make if
here.”

The iammigrants from the mainland were very fortunate in comparison to
those from the islands. During the first few vears of Canadian
emigration, the latter had to travel to Lishon to get the necessary
immigration papers. {One Azorean commented:

I had to go to Lisbon from §. Wiguel for the physical.

There was a large group of us. Unfortunately not all passed
and those who did not make it had to return home and face
the family and neighhors after zing rejected.®

=

In spite of the distance, =x enses, and many other inconveniences

3



faced by the islanders, Anderson (19830 found that they accounted for
the largest number of Portuguese immigrants with a parcentage of 5%.8

between 1953 to

Yante

F&4. This high fzorean percentage can be suplained

by the fact that the isiands were overpopulated and had a surplus of

lesser—-edurated unskilled workers who conveniently appeared to fill
the positions left vacant by voung urban criented Canadians.

As Table VII shows, the number of Fortuguese immigrants prior to

19533 was insignificant as this vear marked the initiation of legal

TABLE VI
CAMADA:  FORTUBUESE IMHIGRATION 19446-1947
1944 -~ 38 1933 - 1,427
947 - 25 1956 - 1,%71
1948 - a1 1937 - 4,748
1249 - &4 i238 - 2,177
195¢ - 87 1959 - 4,354
1831 - 157 i%s60 - 5,258
1932 - 234 igg1 - 2,979
1253 -~ 555 1962 =~ 2,928
1934 -~ 1,324
Sources Statistics Canada, 1988.

with 355 men. In the subseguent years, there was a gradual increase
of entries due to two main causes. First, in Lanada, the results were

of Immigration increased the

~+

extremely positive and the Departmen

guotas.  Second, Portugal was keen in sencing the Canadian need and

et

immediately acted in distributing information about Canada to its

citizens. The conseguence was a recruitment of young, preferably

unmarried men drawn from the working rural areas with low sducational

attainments and little or no knowledoe of Canadian life in general.




The cultural transplantation of Fortuguese citirzens to Canadian

il must be analy

i
n]
s

sed in two distinct phases: the pioneer era

~

pertaining to the workers who came under the contract with Immigration

Canada and the period of family reunification dealing with the

sponsored family members. This section deals with the pioneers inp the

o
i

fifties who responded to Canada‘s promotion, bot o secure the
agricultural field and to increase her population. These immigrants,

selected under the categories stipulated by Immigration Canada, were

initially housed in Immigration buildings upon arrival and placed

under the responsibility of the Department of Lahour for employment.

The first few contingents came by hoat and disembarked in the

Halifax harbour. Later, the men made transatlantic flights and
usually landed in Montreal. By sea or by air the system used to
receive these new eager workers was hasically the same. They arrived
in groups but were immediately separated and transported to the
different locations where their emplovers were gupecting them. A 1955

pioneer recalled the moment of arrival and claimed that the Partuouese

A

by

"stuck together like a herd of animals because of our insecurity®
{Anderson, 1975:37). The lack of knowledge of the official languages

impeded communication, and to avoid major confusion the immigration

ficers asked the immigrants to wear a colour coded lahel on their

ey

o
coats. Each color represented a different location in Canada: hiue

was for Vancouver, pink was for E

1.

monton, red was for Toronto, beige

was for (itawa, and orange was for fushec. The majority of the



L
S

pioneers who were interviewed in Hinnipeg recalled this situation wifh

great emotion. One commenied with tears rolling down his cheeks:
It was plain misery ~ - to be able to hear and not
understand - - to stoop so low as to need labels so groun
men would not get lost.?

The employment stipulated by the Department of Labour

concentrated in agriculture and the construction of the Canadian

Natipnal Railwayv. Comments from the pioneers revealed some different
experiences from these nlacements although similar adaptation trends
prevailed. Those who were placed in farms worked for long hours and

were pooriy fed. They were isolated from their Fortuguese speaking

!

friends and unaware of their location. They were not informed that
after the contract time was expired, they were free to move an.

o a farm in Buebec. The first few months weres
15 lonely and did not know the whersabouts of my

ere was less and lees work fo do and the farmer
s feeding me less and less too. Then I got smart and I
arted drinking the milk right from the cow.?'©

Another person placed in an Ontario farm added:

h

I was getting so skinny that I had to eat raw 2ggs.  When

the farmer found out he fired me. But he was kind enough tfo

drive me to Toronto. [ had the address of a friend that my

wife had sent me and I joined him. He almost didn't

recognize me. I was skinny and I hadn't shaved in tuo

months because [ had run out of razors.?®?

Even though the men were separated upon arrival without knowing
their destinations the infterviews revealed that an interesting network
auickly evolved. Their relatives and friends in Fortugal exchanged
their addresses and sent them back to the immigrants. This guickly

developed into a correspondence network from coast to cpast which led

the pioneers to discuss and plan employment matters. As span as they
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became aware that they were free to leave their emplovers., they began

i

-

to relocate in other areas of the country in search of better
opportunities and uwsually settled in the railwav construction sites
where salaries were greater despite the heavier labour. The picneers
did not face maior problems in finding work because the Canadian

y the agricultural and the railways, emploved a

et

gconomic sector

it

. main
targe number of the recent immigrants and also because the Fortuguese
created a good reputation as trustworthy and hard working. Thus,

]

these peopl

i

Wi

m

i an average Grade Four education, ignorant about
Canadian life, overwhelmed by the advanced technology, unprepared for

the climatic shock, and non~English speak

-t

ng moved from coast to coast

as if Canada were their homeland. Without family members and nothing

more than a suitcase, the Portuguese travelled with the greatest

flexibility.

H

We helped each other and moved from one job to another. I
guess we were like our ancestors, the discoverers of the ¥V
and XVI centuries venturing into unknown lands. We, too,
travelled blindly across Canada, from one ocean to the ather

in search of new and better cpporfunities.®

The pioneers, however, did not see themselves as great courageous
people opening channels for their successors, hut rather as humble
lonely people jnining their efforts to survive. The unfamiliarity

with the language complicated the easiest daily transactions. This

7

fornt

was coupled with the fact that most were rural residents and had never

seen a cheque book, a phone bill, or a map. Rodr

-t

gues (1985:35)
quotes an immigrant who initially settled in Montreal: ‘“We ware a
small group of two or three dozens of young Fortuguese immigrants,

without commodities, without assistance, without facilities, without
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acguaintances,

ot

without family, and without friends. We were a handfu
of abandoned people disorganized because no one understood us and
nobody cared to help us.®

Their experiences were unigue and challenging. There were nao
support svstems in nplace for them hecauce they themselves did not

e@stablish settlement patterns and their visibility heth in numbers and

W

in political power was almost nil. GSome interviewees reported that in
a few employment places some Enalish language lessons were attenpted

but with little success due to the reasons previously stated. In

s
w

o
s
—
ot
n

general, the pioneers were very withdrawn due to their lack o
to communicate and their constant movement from cne isolated area to
another. This resulted in little interaction with the raest of the
Canadian society, with almost no intermarriages, and no acculturation.
The Canadian lifestyle was foreign to them and the Canadian HOmen
appeared to be independent and licentious in comparison to the
subordinate and humbie anes back home. Thus, the pioneers lived with
an internal frustration in coping with an unknown and strange culture.
Scott Young described a human picture af the Fortuguese in his article

on The Globe and Mail in 1957¢

1 sat on a rock in the sun a few days ago in the empty
country between Chapleau and White River and watched a sight
that has been part of the countrvy ever since we really began
to grow - - an immigrant gano, 3 few weeks off the boat,
laboring in our wilderness,

- -« . In the forest walls enclosing the railroad {a CFR
project) the poplars were in leaf, white birches almost sg
and showing rich dark brown at their tips. And on the rock
ballast and gravel and steel of the line for 200 vards
machines clatiered and stuttered and foremen stood watching
the rising and falling backs of 150 Fortuguese, gritty and
strong and sweaty, with eloguent eves and dark skins and no
English performing the harsh duties of the stesl 0ang.



» . . These Fortuguess are sirangers nere, so they seldom
make the first advance. But if vou catch one's eve and
smile or nod, his seile is guick and tlashing. In other
ways are lixe any man away from home {(Hamilton, 1970:&4).

This displacement probably explains their tenuous loyalty i

Lanada and their strong allegiance

[ad

o their birth place as previocus

zstudies {Anderson, (983, and Higgs, 1982) and the interviews

fate

undertaken in Winnipeg appear to suggest. Most aftten, their
intentions were to acquire sufficient money to return home and
purchase a house or a piece of land. However, samething in Canadian
life immediately captivated them: "One of the nicest things at the
beginning was the difference we noticed in the standard of living. We
could afford the same as a rich man back home in the old country.

i

There, regardiess of how much vou worked, you could never get these

L

an

things ..." (Anderson, (976:3 wealth of Canadian

bt
Fomet

}. The materia
society overpowered the human warmth of the hemeland and the niongears
remained in Canada to become the pillars of the several Fortuguese

communities throughout the country.

The Urhan Hovement

The number of Fortuguese immigrants during the fifties according

i

O

i
3]

he statistics presented in Table VII augmented rapidly but the
host society appeared not even to notice their presence. The siwties,
however., witnessed a different aspect of Fartuguese migration

highlighted by an urban movement which coincided with the reunion of



CaNADA: PO ITHHIGRATION 1963-1{979
i96% - 4, 1978 - 8,737
1964 - 5, 1973 - 13,483
1963 - 5,734 1974 - :
i966 - 9,525 1975 - L7
1967 - 9,500 1976 - 5,344
968 - 7,738 1977 - 3,579
i969 -~ 7,182 1978 - 3,084
i97G -~ 7,907 1979 - E,723
1971 - 9,157

Fource: Statistics Canada, }788.

wives, children, and other familv members. (Tahie VIII and 1YJ. The

movable nature of the first migrants led them to diverse narts of

Canada, and within a few years of the initial wave many uwere

-

ad

[ d

t

<0

rac
to the large urban centers and small pockelts of Portuguese began to
emerge in Hontreal, Toronto, Vancouver, and dinnipeg. Their savings
were used to purchase older homes in the downtown areas of the cities
where there was availability of ineupensive housing, access to
employment, schools, and public transportation which led to the
process of family reunification. This originated patterns of settle-
ment which in some cities developed into ethnic enclaves. According

to Kovacs (1980) this tvpe o ation tends to occur as a result

~tr
i
m

[im]
=
v

S

:

of what is generally referred to a ‘chain migration’ where individual
A sponsors individual B, and in turn, B sponsars £; and so on.
In the Fortuguese case, the picneers advertised the Canagdian

opportunities and became active participants in accommodating and

-

i
o
m

sunporting

Lt
Yt

newcaomers who found employmeni in th arger centers.

The urban settlements, however, were somewhat unexpected. To a

o

certain extent, Canada anticipated that the Fortuguese agricultural



IMHIGRATION 7O CAMADG RBY AGE, GROUF, AND BEY OF IMMIGRANTE
8G6E 1969 1979
Fale Female Hale Female
a0 - 4 451 403 1G9 iiz
5 - % 424 390 129 119
o - 14 37 306 119 141
i3 - 19 2348 313 210 2632
20 - 24 1ig 3Ry 367 293
28 - 2 ald 378 324 174
- 34 378 I4F 113 93
- 3 244 249 75 59
40 - 44 g4 161 38 o9
4% - 49 51 g1 28 &8
30 - 54 i3 75 58 114
a5 - B9 34 140 H7 128
A0 - L4 129 149 114 g&
40 -~ 49 S& 74 41 73
70 4 over 33 7& a4 74
A1l ages 3,273 3,907 1848 1858
Total {7,18%) (5, 72%)

workers would settle in farms and consequently fill the gap created by
the Canadians who were abandoning the rural environment.
Faradowically, in a very brief pericd of time, the men placed an the

ig

i

tarms quickly moved to the railroads and then to the ci

7

i}

it

. Serge

{1970) explains that their displacement on the farms was due o the

[l
P

high degree af Canadian technology and to the h

23]

gh cost of farm land
which prevented them from purchasing it and settling there. Andersaon

(197621

m
PRy

and Higg Jin their research about Portuguese immigrants

claim that "thousandz of Fortuguese immigrants were misled by Canadian

autharities . . . when they found Canadian faram machinery and
techniques too soohisticated for their zkille, they rushed to the

cities after factory and consiruction work.® Interviews with
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varied opportunities they could ewplore instead of limiting themselve
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land. Along the sa

=

g lines they had witnessed generations of

farmers in Portugal without much success and they were not total

ot

y
convinced of the advantages of Canadian farming. "To work with clads
U would have stayed in Fortugal’*® was one man's expression.
Maturally, almost from the initial times, the men made use of large
centers for brief periods of residence while waiting for emplovment
and for banking services which often invoived sending savings to the
relatives back home. Hanv remained in the cities gxplaiting the
gmplavment available in construction, garment manufacturing, and

tleaning services. The numbers increased and stabilized with the

arrival of family members which initiated the zecond phase of

H

FPortuguese immigration and the develonment of cammunity life. Thi

31]

development is characterized hy three coincidental occurrences: the
steady stream of relatives: the acceptance of homeless victims fronm

the volecanic eruptions in the Porfuguese
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and a areat wave of
visitors to Canada applving for legal status.

The experiences faced by the immigrants of the second phase

differed from those of the pioneers even from the initial stage. In
Hamilton's study (i970:78), one pioneer revealed that: "the man ot
today goes by air, not in the crowded dormitories af old amigrant
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these immigrants joined the other

acculturation. The frightened women would arrive in unfamiliar busy

airports, holding tightly to their children, hoping to find their



fusband’'s face in the crowds. The reunion with their hushands was
oiten brief as the men would periodically leave the citv far

emplayment on northern hydroelectric projects and mines, thereby

ot
(ﬁ

ing the wives in the same situation as they, themselves, had
experianced upon arrival in Canada.

I came in {963 and I would estimate that there were
approximately 100 Fortuguese women in Winnipeg at that time.
I was voung, just married, and unexperienced in 1ife. I
found myself in a strange land with strange people. In my
small island [ had never seen people who locked so

ifferent, from the various countries in the world. During
y first year in Canada, I was depressed and isolated. I
ften wonder what inner strength was responsible for my
urvival and that of many other women like myself.®

-

A sense of isslation engulfed these people who were accustomed tao
the ghtly-knit and supportive environment of Portuguese small town

life in contrast to the impersonal and foreign life of Canadian

o

cities. In general, these people did not only arrive in a new country

life environmeni. Their rural background and
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but also in a n

learn the language and accept the city milieu. GSimple things like
traffic lights, public transportation, shopping centers, and even
Canadian currency were all difficult to comprehend and deal with.
Lonsequently, the unfamiliarity of this foreign environment coupled

h led to 1ittl
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with the lack of linguistic competence in Eng

integratioen in the political, economic, and social sectors of Canadian

...'
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.
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life during the sisxties. Little interest was shown in politica

since the Portuguese came from & politically oppressed country where

PN
et

there was no ppportunity to become active. A Toronto sur vey revealed
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and contacts with the Sovernment

w

that the Fortuouese make few demand

1

iEthnic Communifties Survey, 1¥83). There was also lack of
understanding of the Canadian political system with the diverse

Fout

municipal, provincial and federal bureaucracies. Similarly, there was
algo little sorial integration due to the lack of communicative skills
and the difference in customs and lifestyvies. The economic field
showed more intearation as most men and women found employment among
other Canadians., However, the wark force too, created little ethnic

ends and

-t
0

ghettos as friends and relatives would bring other fr
relatives to the same workplace and create a social circle on their

for

iy}

own. This attitude decreased not only the spportunitie
interaction with Canadian workers but also the exposure to the
language. A garment factory worker summarized this phenomenon:

I had never sewed in my life but when a friend found me a
job in a sewing factory, I guickly adapted to the position.
There were saveral Portuguese ladies there and we all got
together during the coffee and lunch breaks. Our
conversations always centered around the type of work we
were doing and the money we were earning. In this
environment, I was never able to speak English except for a
few mispronounced and scattered words related to work.
Outside the factory I relied on my children to assist when
necessary. [ resent not having gone to night school but ay
intentions were to earn enough and then return to Portugal.
I also had children to raise and they were my first
prigrity.t¥

Considering the isolation they experienced, it is not surprising

that the newcomers clustered together for warmth and support both in
the emploveent sites and in the residential areas. The latter
developed into demographic patterns of settiement as friends and
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chose Toronto as their residential area hecause of frisnds and

relatives. In Winnipeg, an ethnic enclave was not created probably
due to a lower number of immigrants in comparison to Taronto, for
example. There was, however, a concentration in the downtown area
where they quickly proceeded in applving their skills to renovate and
upgrade their homes. They worked in groups, friend helping friend, ta
give a new characteristic appearance to their homes. This phenomenon

which apoeared in variocus other urban centers is referred to by kovacs

{1980} as "the freelance slum clearance movement. '

m

Approvimately a dozen Fortuguese families resided in Winnipeg in
1960 around York Strest and Edmonton with a few between Broadway and
Assinaboine Avenue but the majority hegan arriving in the garly
sixties and established a community roughly bounded by Logan dvenue,

Elien Street, Ellice Avenue, and Arlington Street. This

3

concentration, like in other cities, resulted from relatives and

% :

lends wishing to remain together. The greatest growth periocd was
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1974 when many families arrived. fs a
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conseguence of a group
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tfort, theyv ocave their resident

colorful facelift which transformed what was aimost a slum to brightly
painted homes, many displaving ceramic oortraits depicting religious

b i

The City of Winnipeg absorbed most of the immigrantis coming to
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Manitoba. ©Several reasons account for this selection o



TABLE ¥
FORTUGUESE IHMIGRATION 70 HAMITORA
1953 ~ 1983
Fhase I Fhase 11

Year Total Year Total Year Total
1853 3 15464 3334 1977 214
1954 2 19467 3Bi 1578 1&7
19558 i8 1948 295 1879 217
1958 ig 1969 kY 1980 125
1957 104 1970 598 1981 135
1958 20 1771 687 1982 &8
1959 1158 1972 509 1983 43
1960 P23 1973 623 1784 Z2
19461 122 1974 H37 15835 29
196% 143 1975 3ig 1986 4%
19463 2327 1974 219 1987 54
1744 244

19463 223

e

purces Camada. Departwent of Citizenship and Immigration,
Directorzte of Technical Services.

such as low income housing, the accessibility of garment factories,

Janitorial services, transportatian, Fortuguese establishments, and

gspecially other Fortuguese fami
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pattern
extended itself to the western tip of the West End district of ihe
city during the early sixties and underwent a drastic modification in
the late seventies as large numbers purchased homes in the suburbs,
This was deeply felt in the enrolment of students in the inner-city
schools and a shift to schools in the new developments of the Maples,
Barden Grove, and Tyndall Park. This movement o the suburhs
represents two major aspects of growth that indicate the maturity of

the communitys its affluence and its degree of acculturation.

culturation and sssimilation have been

by

i}

a

The concepts o
constantly defined and redefined throughout the recent decades.

fnderson and Friderss {i98i:7

o

i-2B5) focus on this fact by refering to
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numerous defini

B

Gordon’s (1964) very complete definition which outlines seven

difterent typez of assimilation: cultural or behavioural, structural,

marital, identification, attituds receptional, behavior receptional,
and civic assimilation. They also refer to Davie’' {(1978) and
Kinlack's (1979} idea that presents assimilation as "a loss af a
minority’s identity through merging with the dominant community?®

- .

2731. fAnderson and Frideres conclude that "assimilation refers to

the dominant groups’'s attempt to absorbh a minority ethnic group on its

own terms without regard to the minority’'s desires® (273). The term
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acculturation, on the other hand, has heen either differentiated from
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st stage of assimilation. Anderson and
Frideres guote Bhibutani’s and Kwan's (19465) definition that “the
concept of acculturation refers to the process of acauiring the
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culture of another ethmic group. This is 2p in
breaikdown of ethnocentrism . . . acculturation may take place without
assimilation; minority groups may alter their culture but still retain

consciocusness of kind., Acsimilation refers to both the acquisition of

the perspective of the dominani group and the attemnt to identify it¥

b

ity

{2841, Applying these definitions of acculturation and assimilation
to the Portuguese community one would conclude that it is undergoing

ithe process of acculturation. The community has achieved a certain
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employed in menial jobs there has heen an increasing number attaining
nigher levels of sducation. Throughout fhe years., many of the
unskilled labourers have acguired new skills in real eztate, food

imports, construction, and other business related services. & small

pust
fd
=
o
131
1
e
a3
il
3
[l
-5
W
ps
m
Y
]
5§
[}
i
i}
il
[}
ot
o
ot
[»13
i
b o}
tea
m
ot
1.
it
E
s
(ua
o
ot
e
3}
o }
fined
=
or
m
e
o
-ty
-
m
o
9]
pus o
m
et
[EA}

The interviews conducted appear to suggest that the areatest
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those who immigrated at younger ages. The first generation set
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for acquiring sufficient English to meet the survival needs

immediate future. HMost people learned ‘hroken English’ on their oun

or from interaction with Canadian peer workers.

I taught myself the English language. I conditioned myself
to learn thirty new words a day. I reinforced my ambitiaon
by listening to the radiec and reading children’'s books from
the library.1e

Uther immigrants, for diverse reasons ranging from lack of skills and

fomt

time to the intention of returning to Fortugal, neglected language
iearning. They found jobs where verbal communication was not a areat

necessiiy and relied on their children and other interpreters for
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certain situations like doctor’s appointments, job seeking and

immigration queries. Ancther important factor which hindered the
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security, Owning a home, a car, and a televisian set in many cases

led father, mother, and older children to hold more than ona iobh.
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I wched in a leather factory from 8:00 a.m. to 4:3¢ O.m. I
came home and put supper on the table, did the dishez and
the laundry and then left at 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 or someiimes
12:00 midnight to helo my husband in a cleaning job because
e was collecting unemplolmanL insurance in the winter time
since there was no construction work. Hy i4 vear old would
babysit the voungest kids.7”

Still ancther reason, perhaps cultural, was the helief that they
were "too old to learn’. They came from a culture where adult

N -

education was not very much encouraged and where formal

fet

garning did
not usually take place after school was completed. A few would work
during the day and then attend English as a Second Language classzes at

the International Center, at Red River [o mmunity College, ar at
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these places, interest appeared Bar
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che majority of the classes would collapse as zoon as ronstruction

and
season began. It is estimated that in 1971 approvimately 5,500 out of
8,000 Fortuguese in Manitoba used Fortuguese as the primary language
in the haome {(Information booklet on the Teaching of Heritage Languages
in Maniteoba, 1983} and in his articie, "The Fortuguese Community in
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Hinnipeg", Feters {1972) estimated that in 1977 approvimately 73
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this percentage is much lower, as a

; mO5! of the voung adultis
acguired the language and many of the esarlier immigrants acguired

sufticient English to make fthemselves undersicod
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consequently social maturity. Anderson and Frideres {(1981:109) refar

tg Breton’'s concept of instituticnal completeness to discuss the
complexities of integration. GBreton is guoted to say that "the eutent
to which institutional completeness of the ethnic community is related
to its capacity to attract the immigrant within its social
boundarites.” In cases where the ethnic group has geographical

proximity within a certain region, undergoss few demographic changes,

and is concentrated in large numbers there exists more possibilities

B

tor institutional completeness where several services can be performed

in the minority language. The few families of the 1940s were vary

izolated and lonely because institutional completeness did not exist

H

to any degree. They experienced a different environment from the

coeness of Fortuguese life. There was no structured social life, and

the young peaple were the ones mostly suffering from lack of contact.
They were not allouwsd to participate in activities outside the

Fortuguese community as parents feared the unkngwun, and there was no
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community for them. The adults alszso neesded
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to maintain con language. The increase in
the number of immigrants entering Manitoha and the cancentration in

the downtouwn area of Winnipeg led to the initiation of the process of

; 1966 3 few of us decided to rent a small



building on Langside fo make it the nest of our small
community. Although membershin was estahlished, avervone
was welcomed, 18

ot

fhroughout the vears, this small nest hecame a cultural organizatian

and in 1971 a building on the corner of Ellice and Sherbrook bhecame
the next home of the Fortuguese fssociation of Manitohs. Hore

recently the large membership has ventured into a modernized 1,3

millien dollar building on Notre Dame fvenus and Young Streset. During
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Fortuguese Association has catered to

L .

the community and attempted to meet its diverse social needs.

Afocording to the By-Laws of the Fortuguese Association of Manitaoba
Inc. (1984}, the major objectives have centered around *the

preservation and promotion of the Fortuguese language and culture, the

coordination of sccial, recreational and sports activities

faciliatation of contacts hetween different culfures?,
In the light of these ohjectives, a school was initated in 1971
to teach the Fortuguese language to children. At first, a few

voelunteers taught at the Association Hall but the great demand led to

i

he expansion of three classrooms at Victoria-flbert School where

grades one to four were taught 4rom 5:30 to 7:30 o.m., Monday to
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Thursday. The student enrolment increased rapidly and the classe

to relocate to Hugh John Hacdonald catering to grades one through six.
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Fortuguese language,
history, and culture. It iz coordinated by a committee comprising

parental representation, teaching staff, and representatives of the

This evening school has been an uncenspicucus way of preserving
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the language and the culturs of Por

tugal. It is mostly parental
Gressure that assures the ewistence of the zchool as many of the

students feel this is an extra burden imposed on their already busy

day. A staff member comments:
It is difficult %o teach in the gevening schoal bncnuse
parents ewpect cld pedagogical approaches as in their schansl
days in Portugal and the students are discouraged by these
and their outdated methods. & second issue that we are
presently facing is the level of language that the students
hold. In the first few vears of the zchool, the students
spoke Fortuguese as a first language and we could continue
teaching as in Fortugal. WNow, the majority of the students
are Canadian-born and Fortuguese is like a second language
to them. VYet, we are expected to teach with a Fortuguese
carriculum as there is direct equivalence within grades.?

A further urge to pursue the gquest of preserving the heritage
language was realized in 1982 with the introduction of the Portuguese

language in public schools as an aption subiect
=

P

structied hy several
fianitoba gqualified teachers of Portuguese hackground. The schools

which initially introduced the srogram were the ones with the highest

o]

1

numbers of Portuguese students, namely Pinkhan, Victoria~albert,

Wellington, and John M. King at the elementary level, Hugh John

Macdon and General Welfe at the junior high level, and Tec Voo and
Daniel Hclntyre at the senior high lavel.

Religious education has been another vehicle that has promoted

the Catholic faith through the Fortuguess language. The community has
nerpetuated the Roman Catholic faith since its arrival. Even the
pioneers living in isolated regions would always attempt to find a

13

church to attend the celebration of mass an Sundays. In Winnipea, the

tamilies apoeared to favour French churches, probably because hoth the
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ang Bannatyne. the heart of the community. The parizh priests
received the Fortuguese newcomers kindly and attempted to meet their
religious needs even attempting to learn the Fortuguese language.

IR

n 1966 the first Fortuguess priest arrived in finnipeg and for

ot
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a number of years continued to celebrate masz at Sacre Coeur. WKith

the passing of time, there arocse the neoed for larger facilities and
the Fortuguese community undertook the challenge of a 3.3 milliaon
doilar edifice on Austin Street, the Immaculate Conception Church.
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tergy and lay volunteers, has

3

played a vital role in encouraging the most orofound cultural values

of the Fortuguese people.
Fortuguese peoole who were accustomed to a homogeneity of
Catholicism, becams dissoriented with the nluralistic
religious system of Canada. There was a preat loss in the
social and religious traditions. In Portugal, there were
many religious ceremonies. However, here, that number is
nda

na i
very limited. Even in the regular Su Y mass ceremonies
i f

there exists an emptiness. Hack hone, after mass evervone
would stay around and socialize with friends and neighbours.
Here, this secial interaction has almost disappeared duse to
the cold weather and the fact that it is not a Canadian
custom.=°
Despite the scarcity of many relicious customs and ceremonies. the
community has continued to celebrate fhose with the highest moral
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the church, other annual festivities are

held to honor the 'Santissima Trindade’ (Holy Trinity}
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acter are the Imperio das Criancas and I[rmandade da

Sra do Carmo. At the oresent time tuo priests are serving the



religious needs of the large community which include weekly catechisg
classes to over eight hundred childran.

(ther oroanizations in the caommunity have al
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growth and promotion of Portuguese Culture. Thev unfolded with

specific ohisctives in the fields o4 sporte, foliklaore and music The
LCasa do Minho Folk Dancers, now an incorporated organization with its
own building, was organized in 1974 to satisfy the needs of a regional

group.  However, it began
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and through time swpanded its obijectives to incorporate the gensral

i

interests of the membership. Other smaller prganizations such as the
Luso~Canadian and Micaslense promote sporits, primarily soccer. The
Band Lira de Fatima and the recent choir formed at the Cultural Center
develop the muzical talents of the Portuguese peaple.

Contrary to many other Fortuguese communities in Canada, the
community in Winnipeg enjovs a high degree of homogensity. Saome of
the several organizations have broad obiectives and some have more
specific ones, but they all share a common goal which is to preserve

ipultaneously,

23]

the Fortuguese culture either & part or as a whole.
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culture is the emeragence of local
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businesses. In Winnipeg, these range fron grocery, fish, and harduware

H

stores to restaurants, barber szhops, and boutigues. The growth is

784

in
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stablishements in 1971 to 9
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traditional foods such as olive 0il, sardines, squid, occtopus,
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demand is insignificant. 1t was felt that the vounger members

tirst generation showed interest in reading novels and magazines.

iecently, however, even this interest hasz almost disappeared.

L

cod,
the
of the
This i

also seen by the low circulation of the public library material and by

the several unsuccessful attempts to maintain the circulation of the
Fortuguese newspaper, the Winnineg Reporter. Anderson and Frideres
{1981:110) claim that when radio broadcast time is availahle sthnic

3

minorities rely less on newspapers. Thevy also mention that
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media as indicators of ethnic

isis see the extent and nature of ethnic involvement in the

Considering that there are only approximately ten hours of radio

broadcast and one hour of television time a week in the Fortuguess

First, this lack of interest in reading Fortuguese materials could
indicate a degree of acculfuration and knowledge of the English
ianguage. The greater variety and hetter accaessibility of Engl

i

materials obscures the Fortuguese ones and sub
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their demand and use. GSecond, one could alsa interpret this by
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assuming that the community does not value Fortuguese

maintain the
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However, this would contradict the many e
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culture. Third, one could advance the idea that the members of th
community are not part of a ‘reading generation’. Tentatively,
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could agres with this notion because many interviews indicated
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This chapter brings inte facus the various ways that have

prganizations, language schools, and a church.

that the Portuguese in Winnipeg continue to vaiue their cultural
heritage and intend to transmit it to their children. This helied is

in accard with a survey conducted in Toronto which found that 7
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Sorig-Eronomic Backaround

The previous C fact that the
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Fortuguese immigrants generally came from 2 low

i1

background with low educaticnal standards. This reality has heen the

central factor that has shaped their upioue ewperiences in the

integration process with Canadian society. The majority were drawn

481¢ experience in the agricultural

cr

from rural environments with

field. In Canada, they were placed in paraliel environments, but the

sophistication of the new machinery and the low wages encouraged then
to seek other employment that reouired little previous experience and

& minimum of oral communication.

Although they all shared similar hackgrounds, regional
differences began to surface when they all united in Canada. In
Winnipeg the small numbers did not allow for fine distinctions, hut in
larger centers like Toronto, there appeared o exist nobticeahle

differences between those who emigrated from the fzores and those fron

the mainland. Anderson (1983}, for example, found that a high
nercentage of Azorean men were mostly involved in janatorial services

while the ones from the mainland dominated the construction industry.



Im Winnipeg large numbers from both geographical regions were involved
in construction, but there was a general {feeling that the mainlanders

were more ‘go getters’. They overtly displayed their leadership

skills which led them to undertake roles as 'hosses’ in constructian
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wever, here the distinctions were not as noticeahie in their
socig-economic status. In general, the socio-economic hackground of
the Fortuguese residents can best be described by its correlation to
the two main developmental phases of the communityv: the initial urban
settlement and the suburban relocation.

The pioneers used the savings acguired from their hard wark,
dedication, and limited extravagances to send for their famili

to purchase a home, a move which would mark a change in their status

from roctless members to homeouners. To liguidate the house payments,

-
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they took advantage of double shifts, overtime, and often more than
ogne iob. HMany were able to amortize their mortgages and open savings

ime. Still
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area classified as deprived they felt that they were perceived by the
host society as poor people who worked hard to survive. They suffered

from an overwhelming tfeeling of inferiorit
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themselves as sscond class citizens, uneducated, and ignorant about
their surroundings.
During the first few years of my life in Canada I felt
ike a nobody. Everythwnq was zo different! 1 could have
been & great artist in Portugal but I would still feel out
of slace hers. Mot ung P?St&ﬂﬂlﬁa what was going on around
me I felt like a chiid. Living without full participatian
in lifgt=2
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hard workers and make an upward movement on the social scale by
financial stabilify as opposed to educational orestige. During this
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background is characterized by several occurences. First, this period

of approximately ten to fifteen vears following the family
reunification time witnessed the output of the first generation’s

children who had faken advantage of some vears of schooling. Even

though most children were encouraged to leave school at the completion

f their sixteenth birthday to join the work force, they were able to
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gain some knowledge of the English language which automatically opened

new channels of emplovment. This provided an influx of Portuguese

m

peaking hanktellers, cashiers, and secretaries. Morsover, the

younger aduli members of the community alsc acguired some English

communication skill

5]

and ventured into higher positions in the
censtruction and garment industries, and in real estate; some opened
their own business like travel agencies, grocery stores, driving

ies whao
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and private clubs. Furthermore, the fami
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their new acouired wealth instigated the desire for more comfortahle
and modern homes in the suburbs.

ihen we arrived in HWinnipeg we rant
se-story house helonging to a Foriug
tWwo vears We purchassd a small house o

ily. After

fignes Street. The
ren attended Hugh John MacDonald and Daniel HMaclintyre.
e time our oldest daughter entered university we moved

2
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e
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to 3 bigger house on a nice street near Fola Fark. Five

vyears later we moved again to yet a bigger house in the

Faples. The children have also bought homes in thiz area

and we all live close to sach other. 22

The fwo ohases alluded to in this section chow a gradual increase
in prestige. In spite of this, however, the position af the

Fortuguese on the social scale is somewhat guestionable as it depende

stale vanging srom unskilled, semi-skilled, skilled, white collar, to
managerial and professional iz applied, the Portuguese would score

quite low as most cccupy the semi-skilled tategory. On the other
fiand, if acguired wealth were considered, their status wauld increase

drastically as many ocunsd property and lived very comfortably compared

Zocial Mobility
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significant number of Portuguese settled in Winnipeg and coalesced to

“

form a community As in many other communities, the Fortuguese in

Winnipeg have not orojected themselves extensively to the life of the
larger community. MNunss {i58&) attempts to justifv this coourrence,
alsa present in other Fortuguese immigrant reception countries, to the
"low to the
common
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suffice to provide solid judgements on the matter. Furthermora, the
community is presenily undergoing a unigue stage characterized by the
aging first generation parents, the maturity of their children, and
the birth of the Canadian born. Initially, the lower number of
immigrants did not lend itself to the creation of a great esthnic
concentration, and the fact thati Winnipeg is also a large city in area
for its population, aliowed oeople to disperse throughout. It has

degree of integration. In Winnipeg the Fortuguese speaking
establishmants were not sufficient in number or demographically well
located to allow for full function in the FPortuguese language. The
community had to survive up to 1982 with only one priest, up to 1985
with only two Fortuguese speaking physicians, up to 1982 with no

tawvers, and up fo the present with no representative at any level of

government. The lack of a complete support system in the Fortuguese
tanguage fostered some cultural chanoes and the more changes sach

individual undergoes the more acculturation that takes place. Thus,

although they did not experience any strong pressure to assimilate,
because they had the option to maintain and cuitivate their languags,
practice their religion, and socialize through the organizations, saome

acculturation has taken place. The future is somewhat ohscure herause

of the unigue features of this ¥innipeo communitv and the tinme span o
the setilement’ s existence. There has not been sufficient time for
the community fto have undergone full assimilation, and this will
probably not ococur during the next few decades as the immigrants have

ey



the support of the Folicy on FMulticulturaiism as we

ot

1 as a long

begen gstablished.

The young pioneers of the fifties and the families of the garly
sinties are now grandparents and Feaching the age of retirement, They
have survived the cultural shock, have semi-adjusted to Canadian iife,
planted the seeds of their own culture through organizations, and
contributed to the general society through their work. 4z other
research (Ethnic Communitiss Survey, i983) and the interviews have
shown, their life-long strucgles have moved them from rootloss voung

the bare essentials to financially secure citizens and
moderately satiséied with life in Canada.
Life at the ning was tough! Host of us came with

the intention of ning atiter a few years, but we slowly

accustomed ocurseives to this life. Today, like most of my

tfriends. I find mvself close to retirement. 1 take life

gasy and think back. I thank God and Canada for giving me

all the opportunities. My children have goad Jobs, I have a

gaod house, and I built one in Fortugal, too. He gn back

there once in a while but I reallyv miss the

grandchildren,=3

The young parents who followed in the seventies alsg faced a most
difficult task, They had to adjust to a new wav of life. raice thei

a

history of cultural preservation wheresver Fortuguese communities have

children in the ambisnce of two different cultures. and work to secure

their financial existence. These pricrifies generally took most of

their energies and since education was not in their nath, their weapon

for any socizl movement was through the acquizition of goods such as
iouse; & car, and monetary savingsy they have proven most successiul
az seen Dy the suburban settlement. The children of the siuties and

the seventies have had the opportunity of a Canadian education which
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fas placed them on a higher sducational level comoared to their
parents. This has facilitated the attainment of wider and hetter
gconamlc ccocupatians,

Yalues. Customs, and Traditions

In the 1%40s and the (970s, the values, the customs. and the

traditions of the Fortuguese immigrants in Winnipeg came into focus as

the children and the parents gprperienced and interpreted their new
surroundings differently. In order tn analyse the difference in
interpretations it is necessary to consider the heart of Portuguese
culture - the family. The concept of tamily is a claose-knit weh
reflecting unity, pride, love, and pevchological, moral, and economic

suppert. Its role, responsibilifties, and obligations were

transplanted to Canada hut withinm a short neripd o
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adjustment from the impact of the new society.

At any given time of the immigratian period, the family was
exposed to the different North fmerican norms and values which shook

the standards in Fortugal where the family was oriented to rural

agricultual life with division of labour and roles in keeping with
traditional agrarian zocietisz., fhese affected the father s

authoritarian role, the mother ‘s submissive nature, and the children’
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gxpected o The impact resulted in a change in attitudes by

each member of the family, in a partial reiection of the culture,

especially by the children, and, in extreme cases, in complete

abandonment of traditional values. Anderson and Higgs (1974} state
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states that immigrant children tend to reject the parents’ values

directly linked to the family unit and the ethnic identity.

The traditional family exerted tremendous pressure not only on
the children but also on each member. The family was an entity in
itseld with each individual as an integral part with all the

stipulated responsibilities and obligations and without the freedonm to
deviate from the established norms. In FPertugal, this patiern was

rees were not as

m
21
i
ot
m
il
[
)
1)
W
-+
£t
o
font
gt
1
o
b1}
=
.
"3
134
-4
3
I
s
[l
o
“t+
m
[0}
n
pus
o
e}
[}
=
3
]
i
-
po]
fis]
=t
]

intensive or as varied in nature. The family was mos

it
Jomerd
~
s
by
e
m
i
pes
o
.
]
=
ot
<

by the general social change which tended to be gradual and affecting

all the people. In Canada, however, the situation differed as the

ey

amily was suddenly confronted with a different social environment
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jiudged as being more permissive than theirs. In

their attempt to resist the foreign influence, the first generation
narents increased thelr efforte to hold on to their children and their

1 :

ways. The parents’ fear of losing them encouraged integration in as

1

many Fortuguese activities as possible such as Bunday School, folk

dancing, and Foriuguese language classes. In spite of all the
efforts; the children’s role in the family auickly changed as they
were asked and given the responsibiliiy to interpret and translate for
the parents. The children unintentionally were given more control

than the traditional family allowed, and the parents in desperation
would often blame the government for providing support to enhance
their children’s independence.

The new society ao
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customs, and traditions of



every family member ‘s individual role

iv. In many
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figure was, thus, further emphasized and
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reflecting his laoyalty to Portugal, his customs., and his traditions
which in turn highlighted his stubboraness and hisz rigid
disciplinarian methods and alienated himself from his children sven
further. In his research, Nunes (19847 found that upoen realization of
hiz loss, he suffered a silent pain of low seglf-esteem, apathy, and
gepression. At this paoint it is interesting te note that the three
krown suicidal cases throughout the decades years of the existence of
the Fortuguese community, were by males.

In this new environment the wife and children appeared to he
gaining from the new zociety while the man was losing what had heen
taken for granted through generations. Moreover, he lacked the

1

support of his extended family and was forced to raly an his children

to assist in conducting the family's affairs. Lack of control of his

surroundings asugmented by his communication praoblem created a new rol
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for him as he undertook the responsibility o he
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hopping at
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in Fortugal, the familyv's financial situation requirad her to seek

5

emgloyment immediately. Her absence from the home during the prine

years of child rearing forced a tremendous adiustment in her role as a
mother and a wife.

I had been in Canada for tws vears and My seven vear
old was attending school. 1§ worked in a leather factory and
was satisfied with the job and the earnings. Then 1 had my
second baby. [ was fold I could anly take a limited time
off work or 1 would lose my position. We had just bought a
home and we needed the money. [ waz torn hetuwesn tollowing
& mother s instincts to raise @y babyv at home or give her up
to a babysitier and go back to work. I did go back to woark
and to this day I have not forgiven mvself for giving
priority to ocur selfish needs and breaking a mother s bhond
Wwith @y child at thrse months of age.=+
The woman not only had to face & change in values but also a

drastic increase in her workload in the process. GShe was forced fo
out into the workplace, in most cases for the first time in her life,

and to work with strange machinery as wsll as peaple who did not even

Is

understand her. fler a whole day’'s work outside the hoae
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nally associated with
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ill expected to do the domestic duties

s

he wife's role. HMen were not too keen in as

W

ieting with housekeening
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items. Thev would come home, have dinner. and go out to the Io

ot

rt

=

club where men gathered. The woman would stay home continuing with

hier duties and making preparations for the same routinas the folicouing
day. The situation further fostersd loneliness, zilence, and
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During the winter months, many men would collect unsmployment

insurance dus to lack of work in the construction industry, and a

gradual involvement in the household was noticed as parents working an
split shifts tended to divide responsihilities more gvenly. As women,
through their employment, upgraded their financial tontribution to the

tamily; they gradually acquired a sense of independence, authority,
and freedom which came into conflict with the traditfional expectatinns

£
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the husbands. Still, through this gradual process fo some

independence, the woman remained very dependent on the husband. Her

i

ocial activities were, for the most part, guided through his, as very

H

seldom would she venture anywhers on her owun gxcept for an occasignal

doctor’s apoointment ar other extremely necessary outing. Thus, she
was restricted to sit in front of the television zet, call her friends

~

on the telephone, or participate in the family’'s visits to relatives,

z

friends, and the park {Hunes, 19Bé&7.
Moreover, the mother, like the children who had to face the tuo

&

different worlds of home and school, was also the middle person

between her children’s new ways and her hushand s traditional
expectations. The husband who was more authoritarian usually came
intes conflict with the children more frequently. The mother whom the

children considered more lenient and understanding would tend io
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ct them and consequently get caught in arguments betwsen the

children and her hushang.

My two sons were two vears apart. When we came fhe
cldest was siytesn and he went to work right away. They
told us that the other one had o go to schosl because of
his age. He went to Hugh John School and when he turned
sixteen he decided feo join his brother. Thev were good
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nd good sons.  They turned their earnings fto us and
we would give them a very small alliowance. I suggested to
my husband to increase it because they wers young and they
iiked to buy their own thinags. #v husband was furicus and
sccused me of trving to destrov our children by giving then
more money to waste on cigarettes and other things. ... on
the weekend they would ask me to go out with their friends
and [ would have to go and ask my hushand. Hany times he
would not agree and we would have a long argument. To avold
this the boys would leave and return through the window.
One EBaturday night they were coming in late and orobabiy
because they were nervous and tired they broke the windowu.
My husband got up and when he discovered what was going on
he got his belt to hit the kids. When I tried tno stop him I
was the one who got stricken across my legs. My sons were
very upset and threatensed to leave home and take me along if
he ever attempted that again. He learned his lesson from
this incident and realized how strict he had bean. Although
he never apologized, communication with him became
zasier.<%

were living in a different culfure and should act accordingly came

consequences:  the parents held tightly te values, idealized custonms,

and the memory of old traditions which guring a time span of ten ta
fifteen vears became outdated sven in Fortugal; they expectied the
children to respect these values, customs, and traditions and become

In their world of isclation they failed fo realize that the
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were being exposed fo new ways, new friends, and new values as a

natural way of interaction. They believed, rather, that the Canadian

The children reacted differently to the oroblems that they were

facing. The majority attempited to be like their peers at school and



then became Fortuguese in the evenings and weekends either out of fear
or respect of the parents. There wers very few caszes reported where
children rebelied and abandoned the parents and the culture totally as

most acquired ideas on how to cope with the demands of both the home
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Expectations Flaced on t

The first generation parents demanded ceriain eupectations of
their children in the 19508 and 1970s that force these tao undergo
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unigue experiences Iife untolded from day to day in Canada

@xposing them te various sources of learning: the parents, peers,

teachers, and the overwhelming images on television and media of the
perfect Canadian’ being the white Anglo-Saxon protestant person.

Thesze sources of learning faced by the Fortuguese children of the
ftirst generation were not always in harmony. The lzarning that took

place both in the home and at school not only lacked harmony, but
conflicted as the two tvpes apnpeared to be in competition with each
other.

The children of this periocd weres sither born in Canada and raised

[ore

n Fortugusse-speaking homes or emiograted at a young age. In either

case they usually entered school without much bknowledge of the English
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1y had parents who

aiready had acquired 3 few words of English hecause the low number of
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Fortuguese-speaking people and establishment

i3}

had forced them to

intaract with the non-Foriuguese speakers. Those who smigrated with
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r parents egntered school i fthey were younger than fourteen vear
ge and immediately became their parents interpreters and
slators. This dependence on the children hindered the narants
uage learning and because Fortuguese was their only language of
tion, the children wers expected to speak only Portuguese a
which to a certain extent also hindered the children fram
English more guickly.
y parents did not acgquire the English ianguage
AS as I did, we always spoke Fortuguese at home. I
did this because although I was only eleven vears
old express myseld guite well in the language. The
can ractice alse improved my language skills and I
WOU fFHHUHn*ly bhe complimented on how well I spoke. This
further motivated ay sagerness to presarve my language.
Wit months of Basic English I was olaced in a Grade
4=30 Az I grew older I became an interpreter not
onl family but also for other friends. I enjoyed
hal {e but sometimes due to the few peopis who could
or ing to interpret I would be called to the police
stat cou ases,; and to appointments with
obet g, cologists, and other specialists, Heing
fidt sixt some of these responsibilities were guite
dem d a mes I lacked the knowledge of the proper
ter to y comprehend the situation.=e
Children were expected to preserve their heritage language for
ferent reasons. A few parents helieved that the language was
rtant for its own sake and valuable to maint in: the majority,
however sent their children to Fortuguese evening school becauss of
rointent to return to Fortugal even though enly a few accompli
In the evening school, they obtained a certificate
ful completion of & written evamination cauired from

gal. Despite the lower nercentage of immigrants from the
and as opposed to the Azores, their children constituted the
ity of those enrolisd in the evening school. This is euplained



by the fact that people from the mainland had usually lefi some
possecsions in Fortugal and wished to refurn after a chorf time.
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in conjunction with language, the children were also involved an

expected to participate in cultural events. Their social lives
centered around the activities pf the community as they were not
allowed to go elsewhere. Hany would acquiesce to the parents’ demand
with bitterness but most of the children of the first generation

showed zatisfaction in a
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anizations despite their

parents’ presence. Initially the voung men accepted this situatian

but because they had more freedon they were the first to break away

from these types of social gatherings and attend other social events

in the Canadian community.

This was just one example of a difference in treatment of the

tifestyle as copposed to males. They were completely supervised at al

times and older brothers were expected to be guardians to their
sisters. “Dating"” as the traditional North American custom was not
approved by the parents as this was unheard of in Fortugal. Young
couples had to rely on unconspicucus courting at the initial point of

43

their relationship and then alwavs under superviczion., Birl

dare to go far a drive or for coffee with their hoviriends as this

I met my husband whan I was fourteen and zttending
school. We always staved together at school but [ could
never see hiam in the evenings. Jur onlv other opportunity
was the dance on Saturday night at the Association. Our
parents knew what was going on but would not say auch. When

d

would not
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EXDENRSES.

p
and valued their children, hut they
Fany children feared their father’

om him to avaeid dispute

soWn them.

ul

i3

the

~

Farents, in turn, provided

them with all the living expenses, and if they were financially

secure, with some money for extravagances.

In the recent vears it appears thai parents have adiusted sven
more and they have also acknowledoed the fact that many af their ways
were outdated in this society. & further realization occurred with
more freguent visits to Fortugal and the discavery that there iaag'the
way of life has chanoed with urbanization, industrialization,
accessibility te public education, hetter cosmunication svetems and
prosperity. In their first visits, some received a second cultural
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dren, whose
unbringing was in Canada, have difficulties in adapting in a new

coauntry, and they tend to encourage parents to return to Canada. The

d

cases in Winnipeg are not sufficient for a full analvsis of the
reasons for this, but it is alsoc suspected that once thev arrive they
discover that the idealized village life of their uphrinaing no longer

enists and that the new wavs there now are not what thev ewpected.

Hany return to Canada where their hindrance can be masked by cultural
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gxerted by the children., the way of iife dug to more financial

security; and the abilitv to communicate with the larger community

have provided many new perspectives. Farents have become more
permissive in dealing with their children and more understanding and
sympathetic toward the problems of growing up. They have made lasting

impressions on their children, so much so that these feel that thev
¥ - = e " = H
are perpetuating their traditional values in a more moderate wav on
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THE WORIL D OF SOMOOE — LCaMOoLs
Targel Schools
The generally accepted residential boundaries of fthe initial

Fortuguese concentration were Logan and Ellice &venues. running from

treets, from west tp =ast.
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Hithin this city di
Mclntyre Collegiate Institute and Technrical Vocational High School:
two junior high schools: Hucgh John Macdonald and General Wolfe: and

seven elementary schools: Victoria-Albert, Finkham, Dufferin,

Somerset, Wellingion, John H. King, and HMontcalm all under the



The French

inkham at the elementary level, and Hugh John at

of the Winnipeg School Diviszion Humber 1.
TRBLE {1

Location of Target Schools

Mame of the School Location

Baniel Hoclntvre Alverston Street
Technical Vocational Hall Street

Hugh Johs HMacdopald HBannatvne Avenue
Beneral Holfe Banning Btrest
Victoria-albert Ellen Sireet
Finkham Pacific Avenue
Dufferin flexander fAvenue
Somerset Sherbrook Street
Wellinoton Beverly Sireet
dahn M. Hing fones Bireet
Hontcalm Tecumseh Strest

immersion school Sacre Coeur was also located

of
operated as a private Catholic parish schaol.
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of Lipton Street stated that when he purchased hi

location there were only fwo Fortugusse
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TARELE RVILI
Enroliment of Fortuguese Students (1971-87)
bate Hugh dohn ral Mumber of immigrants
Macdanald ie gntering Manitoha

1571 && i 837

1972 a3 ] 309

1573 87 28 23

1974 79 537

19735 Loo 38 i

1974 iz2 59 219

18977 i - 714

1978 i - 147

1579 i 76 217

1980 11 82 bes

1751 i 53 P3G

i9g2 1: 71 &8

L1783 77 4F

1984 - 22

I9E5 - 75 2

1584 g3 70 AE

1787 bé - 74

seurces  TABLES XII and XIIT; Gtatistics Hamitohba.

explained by the fact that the earlv seventies represent the natural
increase of students coinciding with the increase of newcomers. In
the late seventies, howsver, the continuous increase of students

i
iy}
]

was no longer

immigrants, but rather with

thildren of Fortuguess paren
steady decline of Fortuguese
reflecting two major factors
their first home in other ri

zlementary schools leaving &
zend to the junior high gr
zuburbs from the inner-city

i
[
[
i
ot
o]
i

BN
[N

[N

it}

ortuguese

i)

ts. Hy the parly sighties thers was a
students in these inner cityv schools

- First; many young parents ourchased
ty arsas and their children attended
he fesder schools with lower numhers t
secand, ithe steady movement fo th
created high fransfer rates throughout



. = i
poet [ 23 el

i v [RERS T

P Wowo

i et T T AT RS I ¥ o I WS A o B o A w3 L

>

[

o . TN i Gy S 0 I T s B
ul [ T S O o S B o B
]

b
w

ot

e} Do TR S ey | GG [ng =)

el

b weel e el

G s

o et
s e o
= ] st
2 kbt i
[ [N} e

i3] [

[Man)

i I~ Ta Wl e

Tl e fn] f fh

W1 X33

- L

i odd b

- ] 1) o
Yol [ =
[ el i o

f]

I w07

.!G mii w.{v.

=8 e i~
amed gl ) ol sl ol gl el e ] et




oo
o

o
Jui
1
<,
(%3]
[{0e3
i}
[n)
b
Py
]
=
s
111
1)
21
=
fomt
el
w
1
-ty
]
s
4
fd
m
m
=
m
i3]
-
1L
o
b ]
'
i

Those who did

sttend serimr binah oob i - -adi ild : i ; ;
attens senior high school were generally children who had Been in

high attainment at the time. This was followed by a nd of

P
o
m

Tts
m
[

graduates in the middle seventies who pursusd higher educatian
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either Red River Community College or at hoth of the universities in
Yinnipeg and comprise the majority aof professionals in the community
today. Those who have graduated in the eighties have integrated

e general trend followed by the other Canadians whao
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educatars were not aware of ways to help these children. They
gxperienced frustration. & teacher who was at Greenway School
recalls an incident:

A little Portuguese boy was placed in my Grade two class.
could sense his displacement but [ could also sense his
gagerngss to learn. At the time I could not locate any
E.5.L. materials. In desperation I began to provide the
with some material that was used to teach French. We sin
began to make progress. =9

ate sinties the children who enrolled in the Targ

schools of this study, as did the majority, were re~directed t

schools that provided languane classes. AfF the slementary lev

children would register at the home school. and they were give
tickets to go to Dufferin School 4ar a temporary term to acgui
English. By 1969 there were two basic Engiish classes at the
with approwimately ten Portuguese students enrolled. fhrough
next few vears students would beg bussed fhere, but gradually t
situation was somewhat a5 other schools implemented

program. Mot of the children did not interact with their i1=3:}
even within the ciass because they could not communicate dus t

=
111

the school. Rather, they would group according to language, a
= the extent of their socialization. Desnite the parcelived

Yhen I came t me to John M. King Sch
because it wa ! I was there for two d
and it it 1 h iif was then told to go to
Dufferin School to learn English and then I would come ha
I spent ten months there and they were the happiest time
my life. There were eight Fortuguese students there and
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became really good friends. We helped sach cther and did a
iot of guess work. Hde did not hother anvbody and they did
not hother us. At recess time we would all ioin hands and
walk around the playground singing Fortuguese songs.s°
At the Junior high level, Hugh John Hacdonald ahbsorbed most of
the Portuguese studsnts, hut the majority did net attend E.5.L.
classes there bhecause they had already acguired some language at the
glementary levael. Table %Y shouws a relatively low numher in this
program in comparison to the total number of Fortuguese studentis
enrolied in the schanl.
TABLE XX
Basic English classes at Hugh John Hacdaonald
Year Approximate Mumber of Total number
number of Fortuguese of students ip
Portuguese students in the E.5.L.
students in the E.5.L. class
the school class
£5-64& ia 3 i4
84-47 41 3 g
&7-68 47 I 14
FO-71 44 7 i&
7i-72 h 7 15
72-73 87 7 i3
7 3 87 i0 18
7 & 122 & 14
7 7 133 is
7 g 151 ig
7984 144 i1
g0-81 Z 37
B2-87 G4 Z 24
g3-B4 g% i -
g83-gé& Bé&
Ro-87 & 3 -
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the English-zspeaking student population on hoth and social
terms. Host students claim to have superienced great difficulties in
reading and writing in the first few vears of schoci, and with others
this problem was prolonged throughout their entire scheol vears.  #n
explanation for this occurence is the fact that the majority of

children arrived in Canada with lititle or no aducation from Fortugal.
The first few vears in the Canadian school svstem were spent in
acguiring the language, and many of the sssential academic skills were

; the materials, and
the educational skills fo assist in the academic demands. Thus, many
children began to lose some of their Portuguese as they acguired the

English ianguage. The older the children the more acute the problem

and the initial hindrance of not acquiring the basic skills in

scored low on the test of intellectual ability in comparison to cther

conducted in three schools presumably located in the inner—-city where
both this variety in the ethnic ziv and the large numbers in sach
group predominate.  The study attempied to measure the teachers
aupectations of their homeroop students and the ztudents’ demographic
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characteristics, abilities, attitudes, and achievements. The resulis
showed that inteliectual ahility had the major effect upon academic

if students have a low intellectual ability, they will score lowsr on
acadenic performance. This may augment the oroblem if the theory that
teachers’ expectations of students affects their arcademic achievemant.
Some research by Finn, 1972, Garner & Hing, 1973, and Rosenthal, 1975
has found that teachers’ high expectations enhance the students’
achievements while low teacher’s expectations inhibit them {Cliftaon,

i%8461. Clifton’s study further showed that “teachsrs® cognitive and

normative expectations of their students are based on student s
intellectual ahility, ethnicity, sew, and academir nerformance.
Considering these findings, the Portuguese students’ low attainment in
intellectual ability mav have affected their academic performance
which in turn may have created low teachers’' expectations The

.

gxpectation that Fortuguese studetns were ‘not smart may have led

The T.0. tests I received in grade siy isolated me at Hugh
dohn from other Portuguese students. I was placed in a 7Ci
as opposed to most of the others who were registered in 704
7Ch, and 704,51




adn]
cnildren and simulfanecusly adopied manv Englich words in their
- H \ P S N EN kN M & P = - e 5 T+ i
Yooanuiary onat were nonexistent in their Fortuguesse environment like
snow’, ‘store’, fence’, and “freezer . Still in ather races,

English words have been modified ar given Portugusse endings such as
drivar {to drivel, parcar {to parkl, iarde {yvardj, ogarbiche f{garbags!.
pficio {officel; & bus (bus}), tiguete {ticket), holideis {holidavs},

machim {machine}, basemento (basement). There exists a similarity of

words that are usual
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tram the predominant language where

the argument that although the correct translation of these words does

exist in Portuguess, the words themselves were not gart of the daily
vocabulary of the immigrants, and therefore, the freguency and
immediate necessity o use thess words upon arrival in the respeciive

reception country led to the formation of new vocabularvy. The

children were exposed to fhis
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They found themselves in a school milisu where students were given the

field back by the parents they also lacked the confidence to
participate and compete. VYet, thevy felt a great need itp bhe an
integral nart of the school and of the Canadian society. For this

they fried to obscure their ethnic backoround which




Wwith the language, physical fsatures, ciothina, toad, and names.  In
the case of the Portugusse, they atteapted to masgusrade their
backaround by changing their names. Thus Jose, doanp, Antonio., &na and

Teresa became Joe, John, Tony, Anna, Theresa respectively. The
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initial involvement in extra-curricular activities was 11
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soccer for boys and to choir for the girls. Hy the mid-seven
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students already had more interestz such as involvement in the schonl

vear book, the French verse-speaking competitions, taxidermy and
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gourmet clubs, and several other =ports beszides soccer.

seventies and throughout the eiahitiss, the Fortuguese extended their

participation into leadership roles in vearly events, =
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and student councils. The majority of the students of the gighties no
longer feel ashamed or threatened by being of Fortuguese backaround.

They feel secure because thev arse ‘Canadians’, they have had equal

gnposure in the school system as their counterparts, and their parents
are no longer perceived as coming from an unknown country that often
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na artuguese in Hinnipeg g, 1 -
1955-87
Schools Brades fpor numbers of students enrolled in
th am
198273 Hq475 1985786 198677 198778
Victoria-alhbert i-4 i 3o 28 23 iz
Pinkhanm i-é& : &7 ? 7 41
Heiiingtaon i-6& g7 85 &5 54 54
John M. King i-4 a8 77 &0 44 43
Gresnway i-& Mo program 43 44 0 14
Huah Jdohn 7-g &l 54 56 ? a7%
General Wolfe 75 28 iGr.7) &0 59 2z fio class
Daniel Helntyre 10-12 HNo program 39 a4 44 57
Tec. VYoc. 10-12 HNo orogram 30 6 32 28
Toial
* a good percentage of students are not of Fortuguese background

implementation o

age proagrams ha
language groups in previous vears.  In
Fortuguese saw the opportunity and thro
of Manitoba lobbied for the introductic
implemented in six public schools of th
Mumber 1, from Brades | to % in 19§67,

being taught from Brades I to iZ is ope
of ethnic backaround. % has heen noti
number of non-Fortuguese speakers have
the majority of the students are nf For

1
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e
{ete

i

The program which presenfly iz
n to all students. regardiess

ced that although a sigrifican
taken advantage of the progra

tugusse background.



The Confiict of Home and Schaond
Belvin (1970 interprets the phenomenon of socialiration as the

iearning process undergone by each individual in livina harmonicusly
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HBorrie (193%) and Listwan (1540} that children interact witl a nep

socio-cultural environment at a more rapid rate than adults. az a
consequence of their interpretation of the concent of socializatian
{Kovacs, 1980). Despite this innate facility of adapiing to new
situations, children face the risk of hecoming confussd and insecure
especially if their established norms come into conflict by the
transplantation into a different culture. Some adiust by undergoing a
transition from a partial to total abandonment of the previously
acguired roles to the adaptation of the new standards. Others have
difficulties in adjusting to the conflicting forces and may exhibit
signs of rebellion or deliguency.

rovacs % Croply (19750 claim that
displayed by children is a result of an ‘inadeguate or defective
sotialization’. Inadeguacy or defectiveness is sresent when

minority group children have to sacrifice values. fram
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dprion of pressrving the garents’ conservative and traditional wavs or
PO - T3 el S me b L Y+ha o e e

accepting the liberal lifestvie of the wider Canadian saciety,
LHiLAren are exposed to exireme pressure Lo gain acceptance hy their

circle of friends and the dominant scciety and as a conseguence reiect

¢

to acculturate by the dominant society. He notes that thiz ocrurrence
s rare except in cases where children are not swoosed fo the

certain extent, this happened in Winnipeg in the initial nhass of the

Fortuguese settliement, especially involving the voung females who
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Maoreover, many may chooss to adopt a high dearee of assimilation.

communities and were surrounded by Canadian nsoole onlv., Manv
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Fortuguese customs were lest and the children wers ven the
e O H - & . [ o HE I :
ooportunicy o isarn thelr languaoe. Finally, another nossihility
which ig found tTo be very oo iz the indecisive rout 3 i
which is found t B very common is the indecisive route where they
= Lhey
C P o s i -
attempt to be Canadian in certain situations and FPortuouese in others.
Fhis - kX Forg s o
thus cyeating & type of ‘hi-culturaliss’ comoosed of 3
,

— o ; ; Cooo _ 1o
Fortuguese~Lanadian culfure that is acceptable to then.

. . , L .

inis laet possibility reguires knowledge, self-confidence. and
svrnoariancrs 10 - - bomh PR 33 . FR— L
sxparience in order to establish a cosfortable eguilibrium between the
had ' ~l|1 Y ad 4 ! 1 + 1
twooculiures.  Many never achieve this state and they live in constant
- £1 + + ¢ o - F 13 £ i
ConTiict as uney atiempt to play the roles of ethnics or Canadians at
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duality lived by the second generation is & mobive of anxietvy and even

peychologic disequilibrium.” Unlike their sarents who were mostly
preaccupied with establishing sconomic security, the second
generation, Canadian-horn or arrivals at a tender age, face the
challenge of surviving in a pluralistic cociety. Simuitaneously, as
Bulger points out, they still see ithemselves az heirs of a culture
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