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frere-tq{tr $Plg: , '

îhis disseytaiion w¡.s llot trnte-ncl.eci prirna,fily as a C.efense of

.?ercy $heiley, ås in â;r¡r sçnr* ::ri rtepologia pro sao, vit&,1r. [he d.iscussiol

of ihe su'bJeet vrås appl:oeched- H ** rvi'bh an wi,rlejud-ieed. judgment" and. :
)

v'¡ith tire pu-rpoÈre iyl viev¡.of e d.is1:assionate analysis ancl exaùination. of

the actu¿ti:rg principles of ',;ire poetrs. conceptd of ethics. a"nd politics"

I have fourrd, howeve¡'u that it is impossible, so far as I arn eoncerned-,

to yemain abso:-utely neut:'al i4 formiirg en estirnate bf Shelley. I have

foimd- the.t,practically evely critic of Êirelley irrclines eithev to

óo¡rumendation or to conden:nation, and- rqy ovm reaetåon has been bo.¡¿ard.s an

aclmiretion of Shelley e:nd. a s;rqrathy r,vith him arrcl v"ith his ainns ¿-rrid. ideals;

not, holvever, as T hope, to 'chet species of Shelley-adoration vrþieh is

esËor Saintsbury.

IiTy subdivisions of $Ïrei-leyrs ethica,l ancl politieal phÍ-losophy
:l

llìs.J¡ sÐem arbitrary; but, the¡r sriggested- themseLves to tne as lo€Ìical
t'ì\

heaC-s uncler rvhich Shel3.ey's philosophy might be discussed.o For the'idea

to v¡hich.ï have.made allusion in $hapter 1., of Shelley?s advancing

i\theis:n only as against the system of Ðeisn, I em ind.ebted. to Dr. -A"T/.

Crawford., of this University. îlris tlieory ls oriEinal vith Dr. Crawford.'

and has been gxÐloited. by'none of the r¡,¡r'iters inclu-ded. in uy bibliogratphy.

I lave proceed.edo in this r,/ork, ul:on tTre e.ssu-rnption tliat its

yeaders lvill have |ad- sorae previous acquaint*nce r'¡ith t?re life and- v.¡orks

ci Shettey; sqd-I lreve therefore ornitteð ar¡y d"etailed- referehce to

biography and to the ccntent of poems, v;hefe'theÉe ]iâ'¡e not had- direct

bearing upon the subject under d.iscussion. 
,

J..4.'P¡



Inbroöuct:Lp]l.

c.0 N T E N'$'S.
L i Ì.

Chapter

Chapter

Chapter

Pant 1¿ : lt.'bical" Phitosophy -
t

1, - ,$helle':yrs -l'ttitud.e 0oward.s Csntenrporary ÍheoLogy' ?agts

11"-'sheLLe:y1s /ittit,n9-o TorvÐ,rd-s Chïistianity. ïÐéle

111- Sþellp:vrs S:vst¡m of Personal l\{cralitye Page

\ pert 11" -:gq¿it:lgêLlhilosophy., -
l

Chapter 11Í. - Sogiq.l Ðqctrineq.

Chapter V. - Egonomlc Doctri4es.

Fart 111" - Conelusion *

Page 1,

,!

Chapter V1". - Tlie Unity of Shelloy's

Bibliography -

5

91
r,¿ ¡

32

Ethicel and ?oliticaI Principles -

Fage B0

occro $$

I,'-

\

*Þage 5ã

Page 75



Perh,aps no character in the whcle wid"e and- varied. re.nge of

English literatræe has been so rnisund.erstood. as'has Percy Bysshe Shelley"

1{i8 was a uniqug, almost bizarre lersona"1ity.; bafflingl¡r cornplex, yet

^'r"- -:"--a times- nôssess{r of all"engagingly sinrple; seeminglyu at times, possessed of the wisdom

fre rorurd-eYed vlonder. and.the ages, and-. et tirnes strongly remi:-riscent of t?re,rorurd-eyed vro:
\

impish inquisit_]r*o*u* of clrildhoocl. rt0hild.likett is certainl-y the -lvord

that best describes shelleyrs mentalit¡ro' lle was as a child in his hope-

fulness, his irrepressibility, and. his questing' cuiiosity; free-hearted.

and. self a'onegetory, sensitive.to r.ea1 or faneied sli,qht, lre an'rakene in

us e slnirpathetic wond.er that the'world- should. have turned against him
/

l¡lithsuehbittercoattlrnaey"Yetochi1d.1ikeas]rev,ras,hewaswitha1,a

maJ1, pcssessed of a strong manrs purpose; c¡j-th an a.biding faith in the innate

righteousness of his mission, and. an abid.ing determination to d-edicate

his powers to t?ie ad.vancement of his id.eal; 
,

In a letter written to Peacock in 1820, Shelley said; trI

consider poetry very subordiiiate to rnoral anC irol,itical science; atrd, if.\
I were well, certainly I v¿oul.d a¡pire to the latteru for 1cÐ.n conceive a

great !,rork, ernbodying the discoveries of all s.ges, end. Ïrermonizing the

ccntending creeds by *hich mankÍnd. have been ruled-'f . Shelleyls purpose,

then, in his writirrgo wCs the moral aird. politic,al emanciBetion of llrinanity,

T{e vier¡¡ed. with bu:rring ind.ignation tlie chains with ro¡hic}r ma:rltj.zrd. v'¡as

fet'tered. in aLl its mentaln spirituel, and. pl1ysical nanifes.taticns; and

he set hiniself v,'ith uneoripromising stea.d.fa,stness to use his geriius in
:

the interests of the 'oppressod a,ge.inst tyra¡rnyo lle eonsidered. that the

most inrportant,fi.rrction of the poet v¡as to sustain a.nd- encourage ma:rkind.

rNrRoÐuctr0N.
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.:
in its progress qpw4rd, a.nd at the same-tile to keep that -advance

sane eïtd steadfastr 'by restrainingr through the pronnrlgâtion of r

high id.eals, the passi-ons and- prejud'icès to wbich raankind is

prone. Itx nrs prefa,ce to rrfhe'RevOlt of Isla¡nrt, he says: n[t is the

e to others the pleasure'and enthusiasmbusiness of a Poet to eomnnrnicat

arising out of thcse Ímages and- feelings'in the vivid" presence of v¡þic1r'

withi¡n his or¡¡n minðu consists at once his inspiration and- his r€v/ârf,tr"

But further: ttÏ v¡ould- only avlaken the feelings, so ihat the i'eader

shonld. see the beauty-rof true virtne, and b.e incited' to thoqe ençriries

r¡¡hich have led. to my moral. and political creed, and' to that of some

.e worldrt" It is this moral and politicalof the subtlest intellects in th

creed which we propose to exe.rnine in this dissertation, eLucidating

its principles, end ind.icating the unity u:rder3-ying it in all its

rnanife s tati ons.

0he spirit r.vhich moved shelley in ?ris reforming zea.l is shown

in his cleC.ication to rr[he Revolt of Islanit'o in the liires, r

/ttÏ 
, 
v¡ill be r¡¡ise, '

-5 *:'t¡ €3 içÀnd- just, and free, end mild'o if in rne lies

Such poweru for I grorv $/eery to behoi-d'

lhe selfish and' the strong stil1 tyxurmize

T/ithout reProaclr or 'checktf '

Ile migtrt we]1 have said, r¡rith 1l{ontesquiou.r''f$ou-1d I but succeed so as tO

pe::suad.e those. who command. to increase their Ïr.o.r,'¿ledgìe in what tÌrcy

prescribe, and those who obey to find. a nelv pleasure resulting from

obedience - I shoul-d. thirrk n6rself thL€ most happy of mortals. îhe most

he!þy of,mortels sTrould- I thinle :¡yself could I contribu-te to make

(3)
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uiuirlii::d recover from the ir, pre judigesrt " (f 
)

In snite of his liigir id.eals eild steed-fast purpose, hotn'ever,

Shelley was'. t.e]<en amiss by the great majority of his read.ers, end

esìoeeially by the e4ponents of the oId. ord.er. ihe excesses of the !'rench

Revolution had. aroused in the mincls of men a ho::rcr of eclvanced thinking,

a¡rd even Sor:.the¡r, malcontent es he rvas in the d-ays of Ìris youth,

recoiled. from the doctrines of Slielle5i nith ¿11. the strength of his

late*found conservatism" There v¡ere thosen hoivever, who çjå\rr 'beyond the

su::face of Shefleyrs tea:ching; eird these r'Iere colrverbed- to synlrat?oy r';i-th

the cause of the youthful baycl'by the sineerity and intensi-ty r:f his

purpose" Trelav,trey relates the story of s,priest r,'¡ho entered- thc shop of

a Genna.n boollseller at T.¿lusil.nn.e s Browsing emong sorte recentl;' issued

editions;, he piclied' up end- cornmeneed' to read- e copj¡ of rrQueen I'Iúå'T:rr; and'

afte:: a few rnomentsr .1pet'usal , exploded ttÏnfid.el , Jaco"bin, le"rellert

îfothing cailr stop ti:Lis spread- of blasphemy b'i¡,t the stake encl th¡.: fagr:ot;

t'be r-¿orld- is retrogradin3 i:ito aeeursecl jreathe:-i-isn-i and. .r,iLiveï"Ëe.1, anel:chyå

' ,ito ly tg,s:'ur*r, srid- the booksellerr rrtiie fri.¿it is cvud-eu but

i terlveli*flsvored.; it roclurires e strong storoach to d.igest it; the r'i'r

is en enthï¿siast, a,rrû h+i.s til.e true spirit of a. 1:oet; he ains at

regenereting, nçt, liile ByrOr: [ind, MoOre, levelling -"lt*,nJcincl. The;r ssy hg

:Ls bu-t a boy, and- tliis his first offering¡ if th¿Lt ì:e true, lve shal:L

jrear of him egaiir"tt (åi tlhis story depicts the contrasting op'iníons of

Sheli"ey v'.'ìrich utany of, his ccnt@mporaries herld-"

(1) Montesquius * 5r::efaee to |tspirit of the lå'rrsfln

(2) llrelawney, ,ÏuJ" Recollections of the iast Ðays of shelley ancl

3;roir * Poõ'

'ìt;
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frelaunrey, relates, al"so B;rronrs corocerÍt eonqeqning SbelJ.ey; tflle

alone., in this age of humbug, clares stem the current, as he d-i$'tod.e.y thc,

flood.ed. &rno in his skiff ; although T sould. not oþserve he mad.e'eny
1 I,

progresò, the e.ttempt is better than bei:rg swgpi,alon€; as ¡.11 the::est

are, wit.r tlie filtb,y gbrìrage scoured off its b¡nksr, (1) A tribu-te sueh

as this fro¡'n the cynicaL ancl jealous spirit .of Byron hås a reaL value as

a contributlon tor,vard.s a:r estimate of .Shelleyrs cìiareeter, and is

dbmonstra,tive of the lva,y in,r,vhielr.the earnestness of $heIley irnpressed..ì
ltself upon those v¡ht¡ hrev¡ him"

. TTe ha,ve seenr.then, tTiat $helley in his wrilbings' both pross

and, poetry, r¡&s working towerd-s the ad.veneenent of his orwl rnorå.I end-

pol.itical ereed., a ereed.whi.ch he i::ipLieitly believeù to enbody, the

best a,spiretions that we¡"e izr Ïruìnanityn The applieation of his phi}osop.lry

he hoped. wouLd. Lesd. manleind. to the goe,l of its higher id.eals ' 1o1g

eonstrained. v¡itlrin the shackles of convention arrd superstition' trad-iLion

and- material tyrarurye LrratÍonal pnd visionary ¿s h1s doctrinós mey seem

\

at first gLance, ilrey are all based. on a.foundation of solid. tlrinking and'

honest' eonvieiion, and are comlng to be regarded, in the lig'ht of moderr¡

thir:king, e.s progressive rather than retrogres$ive'

(1) Trelauney ' Ë.Jr * -rBeeollectj.ons

B¡Éontt. P. õ9 "

of tne Last ÐaYs of ßhelloY

I
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Ghapter J - ãhe1Ièif Ìs .Attitud.e Toviards ConteilIporar:y Theoloff.

Sespite the conviction, still to some extent prévai3.ing, tTrat

Shelley'rua,s an athelst, we find fro¡¡ a consid.eration of his expressed

opinions ooneerning religion, that he had. a well-defined. theology,

unorthod.ox, but gincgreo å.t Ston, it is truen Shelley was distingttished.

by the clesignation rfAtheistrt; but Hogg d.ocLares that thls appellation

vuas conferred. upon the foremost rebel agsinst the higher school authorities,

a,nc1 had. no theoi-ogical significance" In later lÍfe, the poet lald-'claim

to being an atheisln but never in the accepted. sense of the term.

0relawney once åsked. him, ttMqy do you caLl yourself an atheist? Tt

annihila,tes you in this world.rr¡ $helley replied: ttlt is a word- of abuse

to stop diseus'sion, ,n, painted. devíI tcj frighten the foolish, e. thveat to

inbfusid.ate the wise and good" I used. it to express nql horror of

superstition¡ I took up the vrord, as a ianight ta?:es up a ge"rultlet, in

defiance of injusticsrto (f ) This trÂthei5nrtf is not a conviction of the

non*existence of a Supreme Being¡ rether it is the word. in its old- Eton

sense" ït is Sheiley rebell-lng against constituted authortty and arìbitrary

paternalism ln religious. thinkiÏIg. [relawney saicl of hira;' rrlf his

gLorious conception of god.s and men constituted an atheist, I arn afrald

that el1 that ,listened- v;ere Little betterit' (1)

(5)

(i) Trelaræ:rey, Ïì"J. o rrReoolLeetíOns of the l,ð.st Ðays of Byron and'

ShelleYrf . P.60.



,l Shelley v,ras ndver roa11y an atheist, for he was naturall"y and.

'

essentially retrigious. llis religionr'however, tend.erl rather to thc

Greek and. ?latonic then to the Biblical or Ch¡tstían, lhus, in one of

the spasmod.lc passionate outbursts which characterized. his ard,ent rlaturee

he d.eeLared¡ ttfhe genius of human trappiness ïûu$t tear every leaf frorn

, the aeeursed book of God. ere marr can reaè the inscrlption of his heartrt. (.1)

She narrolltfless and formalis¡n of the llebraiô religion were d.istasteful to

Shelley, ancl he bèLieved- the BibLe to be an instrument of oppressio-n ln
:

the.hands of oppressolse V/e, may well comprehend. that Shelley would. have

little qy:ryâ.thy for a reLigion that claimed to possesË the sole favor of r i

GOd, an¿ small use for the conception of a God l'flno would chooqe for hib

orvn chiLd.ren one particular natíono to the excf'usion of the remainder of

mankinð¡

, rrMen, in generalril said Rousseeur tlüako God lilce themselves;

:

the virtuous make him 8ood, and. the profligate metrce him wicked; iL1-

tempered. and. bij.ious devotees see nothing but hetl, because the¡r wor-rld

willingly d.e¡m all msnkind; v¡hile l"oving a::d geirti'e souls ti'isbeLieve in it

of men,altogethert!"Itwasthisid.eaofGodoengendered.inthesouls
rard.entl.y;littlerealizingthatRoussóar:.s'against which Shelley warred so ardently; rLtrr

statement applied. so well to himu tlrat h.is v'trole system of theslogy nas

' tbllng God'tr' he said¡ ttfulfils
, eoloreÔ -by his o1¡.n personality. r!M.an' by reserr

niost accurately the tendencies of his nature; and God' comprehend's'within

himselfallthatconstituteshrr.me,npgefection.Íhus,God.lsernod.ei.through

'I

(6)

wl:ich tbe excellenoe of man is
s 

re d'ivioe?r r- ¡e of the actual' Perfeetion of tl
of the human charaeter is the tYi

ssthet !c
(A) $he11eyrs own God'' fiBe that of his rnaster PLatot *"". 

'a'rL 

a'4

\l

(1) S/ooÔberry" Georgê S' - Shelleyr.s,Pcetieal Wolics - ToloI' p"S54'

- ãF

(2) RIVË, Fr:rest - nåsays a:rd' J'etters of '$heLl"ey - p' 96'

to b'e estimated'r'vrhiLst the abstract le'lfection
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being; botþ approa.cheð ÏIiirÌ from the aesthetÍc.sid.e¡ Both" too, were

doubtfuL as tp tlie'or¡rripoteace of Ðeity, since the existence of evil

seeued to them to iqply s contrad.iction in thô reonception sf än all-

powerful God of goorto

Sheiley rvas at bottam a r4ystic; but there had been engend.ered

end. fostered. in him, through contomporery influences and. cireunstances,

a rationalistie iugrulse. îi:e clesh of these two essentially conflicting

mouLd.s of thought is to be seen most d.istinclly in ihe poetls vegue end

troubled. endeavors to seek the irmer trui;h of Deity,

Whil-e he'q,as still an und.ergraduate et Oxford, Shelley, in a

letter to llogg, invoked. God., tfYvrhose nercy is greattf" Â littLe later he

wrotec trlt is'impossible not to believe in the soul of tÏ¡e universe, the

intelligent and. necessa.riLy benefieient actuating lrrinciplert ..n ilI may

not be able to edduce proofs, but I think the leaf of e tree, the meanest

lnsëct on wirich we trempJ.e, €rrs in themeeLves arguments more'conclusive

than e:ry r,vhich can bo adveixced, th¡It some vâ,st inteLlect actuates infinitytr"

(1) fh.is exar¡-rle reprosents the positive aspect of Shelleyts faith, vuhieh

persisted throughout, and. r,vas sometiuies shad-or,'red.; but never entirely

obliterated-n by the negative ând. rationa.J"istic irrr,rruLse that wes also a part

of himn

0n1y tlvo months beforo h.i* e:ryulsion for the rxnriting of the

"S{ecessity of Atheisarr, hs

the existenee of o. bop"*m*

wi tne s s rf , he d-e cl. Ð,ims . n .

{i) Dorvd.en, Ilch'¿ard- * Perc¡r Bysshe Shelley - po48.

r:¡as involved. in e eontroversy with Hogg eorrcerning

Being. rf T here ta-tee God (*t " Godr exists ) to

"0h, tirat this Deity tvere tho soul of the ulirrerse,



: (8'J

l;he'spirit of irnperishahle lovet 1I) îhis is very far from aethisnr; it

is in faet an arreignment'of the God. of ths Deists, v;ho d.enied- God- as the

rrsoul of the rJ.niverssrr¡ fhe Deistic God was a far-off being, unmoved. and

untouched by the affairs of this wcu'ld., impalpablo and. iramuta.bLe" Omar

Kheyyam expressed the id"ea in his ste.nzs,,¡

hesiry, ' 
,

:r, IiThereunC.er crawling cooprd lve live and d.iet

lift,not your hend-s to it for irelp; for it

Moves írnpotentLy 0n a,s Íhou or I.tl 
,

So far from being the ffsoul of tÌ¿e Universerto this $ocl v¡as merely

Cre¿ltoru r,vit,'h only a supl:er1ely detached" interest in his creatior." lhis

tv"hole ccnception ììrås foreig'n to end entil'ely'untezr¿lble in the 11ght of

*Shelleyr$ rveed.o Ît is'irue tiæt he faicl cle,irn to being '¿;,n etlieist

beofre. lrls e:çu-lsion fron 0xfovd.; but with the significant qua.lificatiou,

Itin the poi_ru1a? sense of the r¡ord. ?Gori.tt¡

Íhe most frecuent u,nd. violent referencesLo religion by -slielley

erie founcl. C.uring this early period., irnmediately after his ex;-r,ilsion fr:otl
/

0x:Êorc1. Perhaps v¡e mûy bc jr..retjfied- ii: JrelievinE'bl:r.t e ceytain bitterness,

engend.ered. b;v a sense of injt:stice d-one him, eolored. onel hard.erred b.is v,,ho-l-e),
bellef a.t t\is ji"r.nctur"e of his life" ÏIere, toc, tlie influence of SocÌwin *

who h.ed. u¡ritten io Ti"B. Rc¡sserr |tin. th.e.¡ul-ger conce,otiozi of .l.ir.; 
ìr,urc'l-r

)

I tlrinll. e rJ!Ì1 io riglit,",,'ll:o 'l.oej ric'b belieî/e in G.<ld.n * vi¿ls t.t its st-r(iil3leet.

at *ny *i,te, a1 thorigl: -<ile lie¡, t s' colvic,,icn in respect of r,*-.r-i3;-újr \..¿,.8j

nelleï'rsr:.teri¿:.iiy clianged,, Ít u,an teinpered- ii: tirie by e mer-r,ed degi,ee of

(1) Trr¿;pc::r, Roger * rfThe &etters of ToB¿ Shelleyr? - p*4la
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'bolerp.ncer and. ì:¡'an e.ppròci*"tion of tl:e potentis.l.ítiss fcr goclä that

rvere iuhereut in re1.'igioit. It r'.¡oulcL i;ìierefore seclü ti.r..t this youtirful

violonce ¡,'¡as d.issip*.tedo es ti:rrcugtr a sort of ua.fety;valveu itr rrQ,ueen 
'./

Ll[û.hrf a.i:rd. tilat is d.oes not express l].Le tru-e Sneiley, ìlub e. Ëìlelley

modified. ancl- somewire-t pervortecl by irned.iate circumståilc€sc ' 
,I 

.A.irout 181å Shelley cunc into contect v,¡itlr tlre $ysben of ldetuye

of Ìlolbaeli, l",rnose d.iscilri* Volne;i .¡;¿s" Shelley refelred to tire $ystein of

Iîolbaeh ås rfo¡e of the mÕs'c eioclrLent vi::d.ications of atTreisrort,. îfris

$ystarur of lTabure'is a tLiatribe aga,irrst religion, an attençt, to sgttlô tiLe

table atheistic d.oc,tyineoi:riquities of re

Fron'i,his'v-¡ork fiiletle¡- tj.r,eti the r:yoiession oi'a,t?reism of ,tQueen l,,Tabfi, emd.

,of the }octrins'of l{eses$it¡r, r,'rbiçh. le-ter",appea.rec1 pe:'sc.rrified- as Demogor.gon
i

in tt?ronletTreus ünboirndt!"

, Tn the sixtli cerrio of rte;ueen Tflebï, $Ìreli_ey giveg his accol:r:i,

tr¿insferred, frorn Holbechu of the origin añi. d-eveLoiirrrÊitt of religion"
t,

Oonnner¡cing vlith the r,¿orsÏ:ip of the elements and. of lntterial" objeetso it
passed. into ¿.d.oration c.-i personified. spiritr; rvhom the elernents sesvecl" e1d.

ecnciu.d.ed. iri i:lonotheisffru the centralizing of all thesc sl:iritua.l. beings i:l
one, onrli.ootent, oruriscien.t, and. olmipresent.

/.
, ïn a, later pessage oocurs the nuch*Eioted. a4:pe.rent ve.,Jnt of

öfleJ.Ieyr$ etfietsmi

. Íîhere is no God.

Neture eonfirras tire faitir ilis d.eeth*groarr sealecLfr.

Iie ap.oezid-eC in his riotes. to,the lroem the follolirrg d.eclarbtions ttTf the

iguoranee of nature gave birth to godÊ, the'k:rolvledge of natuve i*i calculated

to d.estvoy tÌ:em"tt Borrotr,¡irng again f-rorn 
'{otbach, 

he apos'brophizes .*
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llTeeessityu thou moiher of the worl"dri.
/i

[his is the very d.octrine aclva¿iLced later in t$rome.ùheus Unboundft, vrhere

ITecessity, ;oersonified- in' Demogorgon, ovecthro$¡s Jripitero the felse
,./,

god. whom igrr-orant rnen have.been trorbhippin¿l' Shelleyls conception of

Nec.essity uas -
!' rtA spirit of activity arrd. Life , '

' , That lürov,,s no change, cesss,tioïr, or d.ecayttc

Wliile in his notes to 'rQueezr l,Íab'?, Shell.ey assigns to lTecossity dotninion

over L,ïind. as well as trtattero and. sa.ys that it tttttterLy r)-ostroys religionfr;

and v¿hile in the poem itaelf he apparentl¡r d.enies tlre existence of a

)
Deity; ire appends a note which cÍarifies his positj.on, whiie it ind.ieates

thedua1forcesw1r.i.ch\¡/ereeveretstrifelnhisittetureoHedec1areg

that his aeniat relates onl¡" to e oreative deity; the eonceptiorl of'en

onaripresent spirit coeveL'a:rd coeternal with creation ster¡ds unchallenged.r

ïxaminlng ttre i¿ea of ;tiie erea;tive d.eity from the respective standpoints

'of the Senses, Rea6on, end. îestirÐoqy, l're eomes to the conelusion that

rrira.vins no proofs frorn either of the three sources of eonviction, the

mind. ca:rnot beLieve the existence of a creative God.tt.
'I

Itâ¡een Mabfr presents, v¡ith admirable precision and. strong

cônvietiono $Ïrelleyts conception of a Cosmos - unity e:td universality

in ne.ture and. lal,v, $Tature prod.uces all things, both good. e.nc1 evil; yet

the iavariabLg tendency of this powerful spirit is onwavd and. upward., a

course of advancement to nobler rleveloTrnents' In this powm Shelley seenq'

possessed. of a weLl-ma:rked Pantheism. L[an unconsciously r'vovks towards the



I

e.tteirùnent'of the supreme good, carrying out the wili- of the spirit that

is in the universe - apirít external to humanity, îhis spirit, with

Shelley, bears a cLose reletTon to his conception of nTeeessity, a

conception v¡hich lie o.¡'¡eed. in large parte to'Willian Godwin, In tlQueen

n,[&btr, j.t is to be noticed. t?iet Shelleyrs all-enbracing spirit is '

ldecessity itself:

ÍFven the minutest rnoLe'cu1e of light

[het is an Aprii- s'nnbeamts fleeting glow

FuLfils its destined though invisible work,

The universa.l spirlt gEideo,ft \

Ägain,

"$pirit of lrleture! rlll-sufficing power.,

Neeessityt fhou mother of the worldEr!

Shelleyrs conceptioir cf l{ecessity is set forth 'by him as

follows¡' trl{e who asserts the d,octrine of Necessity, mearls that,

conternplating tìre.events wliich eoßrjlose the moral ancl spiritual r¡¡riv€r:6ê¡

he behold.s only an in:mense and. uninterrupted. chain of causes end effeetse

1r.o one of whieh could. ocrìrpy and. other place than it d-oes occutr;y o or act

in eny other place than it d.oes act. (t) *ccording to this doc,trinen then,

the actions of eveï'y human being are perforned. by hj.m as it r,vere under e

t-
sort'of eoryulsion" The,infÍnite series of causes generatod. ln the imensity

of time before his birth irnpel, him to act as he d-oes. The ttnotivestr v,¡Tr.ich

,cleterniné hls ccnd.uct are morei.f the effects of this chain of causeÞ in

operation" In ill-ustration of this theoryo Shelley conltend.s tliet the old.

fa.rmer is more experienced then the youthfuL novi.ee rfbeeü,use there is a

uriiform, undeniable Necessity in the operations. of the rnateÏia1 urtiversetr. (21 .
I

(l) T/oodberryu George Fo * îhe ÏoeticaL trIforks of Shelley - Vol"I" pi 3560

I

(P) Ibid" - p" 55?.
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The operations of Necessity were not confined. to Matter,

i:owever, for it held dominion also over nÍind.u îtîhe aetions of th.e

will have a reguLe.r conjunction s;ith circurnsterrces ard" eÏ:aracters;

motÍve is to -voLuntary ection what cause is to effesttr. Shelley carrled.
,,

this d-octrine to its logieaL conclusion of d.estroying the accepted.

notions of reward. and punishmente which rvould. thu-s of themselvos be

covrsid.ered. inerely' motives eiuploSrsfl for the purpo$e of controlling given

lines cf conducto lhis theory abolished, p"unishment of .cviminals, es

being incapable of prod.ueing happiness to å,nirone; et the same tiyet the

theory r.'/ould. d.iscourage vicer.in preventing the crimine,l- from a repetition

of his crime. The Necessaz'iants corryassion for the evil"-doer is unmixed.

v¿ith the d.esire for revenge orleruelty,

Prometheus Unbound.rf eåpresses. marl.îs mistaken iôea of God"

Jupiter 'tïâs an anthropomor.trhic creatiotr of men, vrhor þersoriified in

their champioa Prometheus, possessed- a secret that emascnl"eted the great.

godn 'r,Vorshipped. one d"ey as supreme, he is the next cast d.on¡tr as q d.evil.

Men gas enslaved^ by the very fiction ihe.t he himself had. set r4r" tr{/hen

lrometlieus, the hunan niind., is unbowrd. frcjm the chains of oppression

end- tradiii-on r¿r'hich hacl held. Trim irnpotent for ages, the world, pasËes

from d.egrad"at1on to eternel progress a;nd perfectibility.

å.ceord.ing to Shelleyu the co:rtenroorery coltception of God. lves

antluopornorphie ä the rnotive povier df the universe frbeceine e rÍra.rL endowed"

.¡"ith harnarr .qualities and- gorrerning the u-:¡riverse s,s en earthly monarch

govern$ Ìris kingdomtf " lhe d,oetrine of l[ecessity'decl¿rred tft*t oo events

could. have heppen.ed..otherv,'iss tha:i they d.icl; if God created. Sloodn he

t,

l



ereated. evil also, 3ut the I:leeessarien se¡¡ that there is' no absol-ute good.

encl evil- i.n the miverse, for they are relative t'o our ornm peculiar
'I

coriri.ition" , S/hile Shelley egreed with the teachings of Cirrist '.vhicT'.

1

d.gcla.red tb.ât the gooci shoi;1lC. rfsee God-n, he had- his or,''fil. interBretaticn

of tliat pirraseu to fit in r"ritÏ¿ Ïris ov,'n theoS-ogy" î]re God. whom the good.

t¡i1l seeu seid- $he1ley, is not an aetuel" ifing of Tleaven on his goid.eu

throrie; !1ìg rer¡¡ard of ri.-tlrteou$ness is intercour"Be v¡ith the Universal ,

Godu d-erived. frorn cornrrunicrn of ma¡: and- nature. Shqlioy- frirthe:' *.ssertôd.

the.t Christ ex1rlícitly repuri-iateil the d,octrine cf a God of vengeance - I

Irrïiove yolrr enÊHries, bless t?rcse ivno curoe youtt; As to Cli::istrs -Ðict-,i:,e

of fu-'cure Þers,d-:ise, Shelley recoggtizes i! to be beeutiful, even ¡1-rçu-gira'

it be u.::truÐ* It is, he infer$, lio ìncr'(¡ tl¡a:: a pr"od-uct of tjre ini¡,gi:ration

of a sublime and. hoL¡i poeto'diseontenteC. i¡ritir tlre l1err:oty lirnit¿tions of

this rvo rldo

(i.s)

So far, Shel-ley' seeitr.! given entirely

theologyr. to the re.tionaristic element in ìris

the yout\ful ¡eclelessnoss behind. tlQr:.eeri }Iabtt *
,{t

poem ire leter repud.iated * his -ilro$e rvorks a.nd solire of his labev vevse'

d.ispley the sarne ciraracberistie" ln rlThe Rev<¡lt of lslamrf , in cer"Lain

pa¡lseges at Least, Ne<:essitJt is stiI]. the perv+ding spirit of the

'nrriverse ù atl Ëmseeing e.nd. unfeeling force mtving v¡ith irresisi;ible $ìA'ay.r

În rU::liarr Ð.ïld.Llleclrtaloil, ]rorvevâr, Shelley moves awa]i- from tiris

prolrouäced. deterniinism, end. enunciaies the freed-on of thd hume-n lvill¡

to materialisin in h-is

nature, Fveu discounting

the sentiinents of v¡hieh.



li . 
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"trit is our will

îirat thus enchains us to permitted, iIl.

lfe might be othsrv¡ise - rve might be a1l

ïIe d.ream of " ha'on-r/. hiqh, majestical .rf

Tn ilSromethsus unbou:rdrt, we find- the poet e:cpand-ing still further his

early n*.l'por\r visio:r. llovr, lìorre is entirely :Êree froln the cor:trol of
t¡ltBnte, 'ime r.Occasion, Chanee, and. Chalrgeil" Tn fr.A.d.on¿isrt, Lorle has

act'aally becorne the ruLing force of tne universe¡

trlireù l"ight v¡irose smile kind.les the Universe,

'lhat beauty in v¡hich a,11 tlrings vrcrk e,nd. rnove,

îhat Bened.iction uiricÌr the eclipsing Cu-rse

0f birth cå.n cfr.€l1oh not , t'nab sustaiaing Ï,ûve,

' lïnicl: tlrougll the v¡eb of boing blind-ly wove

By m*t ar:d- beast and" earLh e.nCL air ør:d. sea,

Burns bright or diru, as each are mi.rrors of
;

lhe fire foy r,'¡Llich all thirstfi.

Irr the year of his dee.th, Shel3"ey wrote: 'rthe doctrines of the

ßreneh and- roateriaL philosophers ere as false as they are pernicioustr.

ïu the prose.fragrne:rt ilOn lrifen, vlritten about 18L9, he etated.¡ t![he

shocking absurd-ities of the popu3.ar phil"osophy of mind. enù metter, its

fatal conseqlrences in moralso end. their violent dogmatism concerning

-*he source of all things, had. early cond.uetecl me to materialism. îhis

nnaterialism is a sed-ucing systen to yo'urtg ancl superficieL minds. Tt

alfows its d.iseiples to talk, æld. d.ispenses f,hem froro thir:Jring" B'ut I'

was d.iscontented. with such a view of things as it afforiled.. Man is a

I14 j



being of higlrer aspirations, tlooiring þefore and- afterlo whose thougiits

rwand.er through eternityl, disclaiming allience r¡ith transience end

d.eca5i; ewisting but in the future and. t?ie past¡ being not what he is,

but what ]re hes been end. shal1 berr. (1) l[atter and motion as ultimate

real-ities had. thus rernoved from Shelleyts spiritual conceÍrtions;

u:riverse.f, mind. and. its phenomena rvere no$¡ to hin tlie ultimate factors of

existerree.

.A.s he ;orogÞessed in ¡rs¿¡s, and. as his rnei:tatr faculties

ripened. toward"s rnaturity, Shelloy cast off the shacltles of tlie
\

meterialistic of Godv¿inie.n sehoo1 of thought the,t had- to sonte cxtent

bounct his own thi::king in theoi-og:y. "As ïíe have seeu' the positive

aspect of his ne.ture rvas repid.ly geining ascendancy over the,negative

or rationalistie iuSrulse; and- v¡e should- perhaps be not far vlrong in

asserting ihat Shelley had- tr,gt at the tirne of Ïiis d-eeth completely

forqnul-ated. a t?:.eolory thai lvoulcl 'be entirely acceptable to him. Bssentially

religious as he vre.s, and..possessed of 'what the late Ðr. Oorson has

calIed. in him a powerful |t0csmic Conscior:.snesstf - that isr a sense of

the ultine,te unity of thing*s, ancì. of the motive 1rower beyond. them - he

early recoiled from the Deistic d.ogma of the Augustan 3ra, vrhich was

forced upon him at home" lhe ijeistio eonception of Goo h'e cast off
,1

uncotlpïomisingly, b'ut l.ias unable to fornrulate a coneeption of God.¡,,hich

would. meet sat'isfectorily vrilh his ov¡n convictions" This uneerteinty in

his mind. let to the appareirt atheism of meï¡.y of his utteranees, and- lee1

to his tem,:orary aeceptance of the Doctline of lTecessity¡ a d-oetvine

(15I
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(1) Rltrysu Frirest - ilssûys and. letters of Shelley - p"?5.



withwhtch'asfi!'nayeseq[?he..was.1atero1ssat1srted.'arr¿whtohhg
ì-: t

uT,tlnately d.lsoauled,. Ie Éarr tbe power of lov'e leyoud, tbat of, lfeoossityt
:

be:qrc Death Lf fteè tIæ YelI for h[m¡ ,, ;

$helley seemeÖ nevol: to be sattsffgù ¡nrfectly on the Eoote

elther of, reJ.lglon or ol Xmorüallt¡r. 'trfl,bo Se¡aEitlne PlEntn autl

f

rtproEetheus ll¡bound.n'ðealare the pertnaaolroe of the beauttfu].¡ but tù¡lE

àlrt¡.to¿" ts not fn¿iaåtlve aecossarl,W of a weLL.ld.eftnetl beltef la

.ft@ortalltÍr qs it oa be erplalneù þV t,h9 Poet's Platoais anil Ot 
I"

Fanübelstlo te¡d,eneies. I11 njadgnâÍs'rr that Platonlsm me¡¡ges lt¡to a Lof,ty

Pantheisp¡ whigh erpresses She3-leyrs falth tn the esssltial Lmortallty

of thiags gooÖ anÖ beautlf,ul, - the eühical anÖ thÊ aesthetlc beltlg to
' ,--a !^-J

birs¡m,onSrmoua.EhToughouthå.sexpresEeclthlnklngonthesubjectof,
Ì

tuaortaltty,howev€f¡Ï{êseethâ,teangoæ,fltetbotweentbeirysttolø

f;ïi;;;,';";,.r;;" "*,* o"*".rve inpur-ses or hr.s

naturo ¡ Ëlato on the one ha4d[ as agatast Goctwln anð tlre Frelreh M¿teriallsts

on the othêrc thus, ln a conwrsa'tlonqlüb trelawnry¡ lre sa¡rss nDeath"ts
.1 ,' tll llfei'they sX'eep' ad It'ls llfteôrthe vetl which those rrbo llve o¿

Iutelllgsnce shorrld be inperLshable ¡ the ¿rt of p¡1nttng ¡aì qùe 'it so

tn rbls pLanet¡n In reBt,y !o 'rreXavneq¡lt *Ot 'lDP yEa -oeI1ev€ la thê 
,,

lmorballty of tne splrltllr he an$rers 'rc9rtallly not; how can r? Tre

how nothtng¡ we lrave no evlôenee ¡ Ïre cannot express uur inmost thouêhts'

to ourselvos.r' (L| ALl tiris ts
they are lneonrPleheaslble erya

. -.: !L

nougþ,a¡¡rileadl.agtonod'eflnltedecislononthequestlogletionaListic enougtr a4o ¡ea'q¿'

tho Sroeto trn the sa're EolÔLy aaalytic spirlt ttlÔ be

(1l[re1aEuey'jùoIo-rrjEço11ectlonsofthÊLastDagrs.of,B¡Fon
' ': 

shelleYrr 'i Po59o )



examlne the qqeutlo¿ og fmortaLL'i;y ln hts essa,Jr ¡oa a Fntu¡e ttaten¡

and, to no more clefluite conclusíoa-d,id he arrlvee* E€ ed'eayoreô to

attain to a satlsf,aetory eonvlctl.on aLoag the llaes oÉ LogicaL reasoning,

anrl hs fei.Leè to eo[vince hlmse].f. iïe m,st be, he teasoned., lnd.lvid.ually

csnsld,ered,, the sa¡le after d,eath as bef,ore btrth¡ a¡d. we cannot coaceive

of the possfbll.tty of pre-æxlst€r,oer thts tast ,a"a"rLot, lt wiLL be

notlcecL, ls at va¡Í.a¡roe wlth the beL1ef , fostered. tn him by thÊ d'octrlues

of, Flato, a[ù ægel¡lered priloartly in his own rysticlil, Of a ölfe Pefole

this, øWe reoalL ¡iogtsrs amrsfulg aneed.ote of, the poet's o¡fsrd' days, wben

SheLley oonElôerably startled a othêr by atteryting to eliclt frsn her

tnfaat some stateætrt coneernlng the inflnlty from which he hait so aewl-y

a$lved. In the rattonalistic nood iu which he w¡ote this ossay, however,

Shelley hs¿ obvlousty atseaxled that ¡n,rtlcular opinlou, and. d.rew f,rom

the non-eristenee of an ánterlor Ltf,e the conclusion Of the non-exlsteaee

of a posterf,or one. Tie havo uo leagon to suppose, he decÞred., 6lrat

the ntnÈ, which is seen 1;o Ôecay with the -ooôy, wlll experLeace a

renasoenee whên.the ooÔy ltseLf Þs dletl and passed' tnto aothlagness'

rtlhts d.e¡ire ¡o þe f orever as we are; the::t"ot*ue to a vioxent ancl

. uneEperlenoËd chaage, which is comon to all the aü¡naËed' anù inanLn¿i;e

goltbf.!Êtions.of the ünivgrse, ls, lndeed', the secret persuasion whloh

. gives Ì¡t¡tb to tbe opinton of a futr¡re stateilo (11 Shelley md'e of the

quåstloEof,theimortatrttyoftbesoulathlngtotallydl'stlnaüa¡d.

separatefromrneltgloa.Intirisessay'hegïatedÊiE'tghebellef,ofthe

souLrs í@orüallty ís a thing totalLy foretgn Ëo the guestlor of GoÔt'b

exlstenoe'and'totheql¡Êsl,lonoffuturefewarrùEand.punlshæ.tso

tlï )

(11 Bh5rs, i¡¡nsst - t{Eissrys ar$ Letters of Shelley¡r - B'82
'
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0a June 20, 181I, Shelley "vÈote @ A];Lzanetb H,ltoheaer a

letter whereln he d.eolareali "Ne'irher wilL soui. pelsh; ln a futu^re

exlstence Lt wllI lose all consclousness og haviag eormerly 1lverl

elsevlh,ore - wlll begi.u life anew, possllrly under a sha¡re of, which we

have ¡¡ow uo iÖ€atro (f ( Here ho ls expressLag a sonewhå,t a,norphous

beLief ln iroortality, but stlll und.er the latloualistio lufluence¡

arestng along the scieatl¡ic Llne of, the lmperlshabillty of nattero In l

a Letter wrltten a yðar later, he oonparos tho lstate of, the sor¡l t¡ sleep

to its coud.itton lu deathö

In auother nooð, nÍôway betrÍeen rysticlsm a.nd, @terialism,

Shel{ey resigned. hinself to tho fnEcrutability of tho q¡ostlonr and'

preserved. a noufral attttude 0ú ¡lassivityo thw, on.t-rrly 28, L814, he

wrote in his Sor¡¡n¿L¡ "I ha¡L tlne fn ùhat nonent to relLect æd even to

reasou upoa death¡ ft was rattrer a,thiag of ôisconfort and d.fla¡rpolntmetrt

tha¡r horror to ræe tïþ shm,Id, nevet be se¡nrated.r 'þut in ôeath we night'

aot lorow and f,eeI our union ås rloyqo t hoper'trut ry hopes are not unmixecL

with fear fo¡ whar rutLl bef,aLl this iaestlnab'Le splllt when we appear to

d,ien¡ (2) 0u a¡other occaslon he salú to tleLaw¡rey¡ "'ü¡ÍÚh regerd. to the

'great Erestion, the System of the Ü.¿lverse¡ L have no curlostty on that

subject. I am cotrtent to see no fu.rthet into ftrtù¡ity tha'n P18,to and.

Bacon. Idy n!¡d is tranquil; I have no fears and. soæ bopes' In ou'u'present

g3toss naterial state our fagtrltles are eloud.ed.¡ - when Doath ltenoves oul'

elay covertags tho rysterXr will be solved'tro (gl

(11 Ingreu, tsoger - Ietters of FrBo SheIIey' Pc97'

(¿) Ðowd.eu, idward. - P.Bo Shelley - p'248'

(5) .Irelawne6r, jirJo - rr¡¡6c,o11eei;ions of the J.¡ast Days of, shell'ey â!1ô

Byronrrt - Pr?8e
I
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ru contrast to alL tbosp negatlve a,rgumests atrd. lreutrsl

afflmatloEs, la his utteïa¡¡oe in e Letter of octobel 10, Le11¡ à'Certaialy

rêason ca¡r ueve¡ êi.thsr aseoun! for, of prove the. tn¡,th of , feelfngr I.
ha¡re consld,er'ed it in ever.y possibLe light, ard reason telLs mo that

d,eath is the bound.ary of i-ife of ma.tr¡ s,Xd yet r be].iever r feer, the

d'lreet contrary. tho se¿ses åre the only i.alets of hroirl.ed,ge, and. there
I

is an lnwarrd. sense that hÊ,s persued.ed..rne of this're (1) J¡auer writi¡rgs

osnflræ this ooctrine ln hln of the inagfuatlon as proof of the soulrs -

innortality; aad. he goes'so far as even to eEte[d. his Ìr¡pothesis to plantso

.eìnotlou, then, appears to bave overcorts the f oree of reasotr in hin¡ encl

ho gtves vay to the nSrstlcisn that ìfias at ühe -oottom of his renta1 a¡td. 
1

spirÍtual const iiut iono

In hls posltlve utteranaes on lrnnortallty, Shelley reasoned

along Li"aes similar to those enployecl, by Platoo äe took a splfltual

vlew of rhe wori.d. v¡bich is heavea, a worLù $ùrich was to hln or the rninÈ

or of, rhe soul. Onl.y the pure lrave sufriclent spiritual afflnity vuith

the hlghest heaven to attain to it¡ BatJrer rhan a distinat sepalate

existence, lt is the true esserrce of this, when the soul ls d.elivereel from

the errofE of i;he boùy3 the conditlon in whicb l;he ssul perceives thtnBs

in their true pelspectlvee

' ählle, throughout ,rAdonalsr, Shellêy d.isplays his r:ncertalnty

as to l;he ex¡llicit aature of lmortality, he I's possessed wf th a vast

hopefu1ness,wh1ch,1nconjunctlonwithh1ssoaringinag1natlon,1ead.E

h1m, as he prOgresses, tO a f,aith clearer and more stead.fiastr 'flhe

lnh,erttors of unfulfilled renowtr,rt, welcomlng the.lr nJtew-admíreè guest¡rt

,(11. Ingpen, tioger -rlhe J¡gtters of PoBr SheLle¡r. - p.142o



rlF,oso, roþed La ð.azzLLng lrurortallt-y.

itnpo aït beaorre as oae of us¿t, trrey cryl
\.-

'It was for thee yon kinlgless sþhere iras long

b\lung þfind in u¡asoenÕed. naJestyt

iJlleut alonE anld. an heavea of song¡

Àssume ùiry wfngeit ihrone, thou Yesper of our throngttn

tn ú¡is conceptlon ree caÃr i:ind nothtag but a powerfui:convfctlon ln

the i4pelishaþility o{ the trôivld.ual- ssuL. illmself a poet' it is

hlghly probqÞIe that Ëhelleyr,ln eonsid,erin€ the êestttry of his frLend

and, feLl.Orr-lmottal., Leats, aftor d.eath, could' nsË reconeiLe the
I

wonôerful, and. essentlaL tnd,ivid.uality of, the clivlnel'y enèo¡reô poetlo

soul with hls own preoonoelved. Panthelstia'noüionsr Just as with hls

Ðoctriae of i{eeessity, sheL1,ey f ound. his theory of Panthelsn leEatisfylpg

and. iuad,eq1¡ate; and !a his ulî;lnate ooneeption of üoè and' of lnnortaLity,

'tiful a¡d' stea'dfasthe atùainerl, before his d.eath, a faitb moto beau

thau any whicTr had' been hlE befsrer'
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Chapte¡ 11. - SheLleyts Atüttud.e rfowa,rri.s Chrf stlanltr.

She1Xe¡rrE åttlturie towa.rd. Ch¡tstlanity was a d.ireet

¡esr¡ltanö of hls haüred. of tyranny and his strong bellef ln the

freedom of the inôlvi.d,r¡aL. ure cau ttace throughout his wriütngs a

veher¡ent oppositlon to the Chrlstlan reltglou¡ but only to th€ rellgf.oa

as esÈa'oLÍshed. and practlsed, at his tlme, &d not to lts essential

principles as prormrlgatod. by its Founôero äe d.eola,reÖ to ELtzebeüh

Hltchenor that ChristlanLty was mlllta¡t agalnst truth anrl reason¡ a¡d.

to l¡elawaey, 'Ehf d.octr!,nes of Chlistlanity are fataL to gimluÈ and.

orlglnalli;y; they llnlt thought.'r Els hat¡eè was ôlreated. torvard,s the

01d, 'llestanent dlota¡ qnd he exeryted., ln the fulness of his rental

d.evelopment, the personallty a&è, pr.eoepts of, Christ from hls attaekE

rryon Christiantty. to these views he helt¡. with consfd.erable pertlnaclty

throughout hls Ilf,e, so far at leaEt as the aceopteÖ notlolrs of 0hrlstF

lanity were ooncenoecli bu! he letet eame to entertailr a ¡rqofounù respeot

anù revereqce for the lnaer essence of the Chrtstian f,alth. 4galnsü the

forss und,er whteh huænlrLrô frÉr¡. o*oakect the true splrlt of Cht{st )

sheu.ey hu¡Ied. all the lndignatl on tþ.t wÊs generated, tn hin by oppresslon

of a4r klÞÈ. No s¡rupatir¡r was 1n hln f,or a rellglon whlch uouLô tloom to

eternsl torns[t u4yrlad.s of hu¡oaa sou15.

Els vehernont oppos!.tlon to chrlstlEnity, thenr !Ías at þottom

an a-Þhorronce of the paultnistic doatri.nes and. d.ogm¿, wbich ha¿ eut off,

the ligþt of thrlst.sì truth, anA, m¿e the ChtUch a tlrlng of crrrelty,

lnùo].eranoe, hatreð, "* Oppressionn 13 napy stgntflcant utterenoes, ,

,tefon ofShelley shOnoù olearly thêt Pâulinlsm was in, hls 'þeIlef of a ÏeL

;

tsl) .



letrogresslor1, Ê11f111an ancl De Qutuoey are au-thorlties fo¡ the

statene¡,t that the rþrq aontlon'sf 0hristta¡ll.ty was su-f'$icleat to

tl¡row ÐhelX,ey lnto a transftguratlon of hate. In notes to son€ of his

early poens, hir refers to Chrlsl;lanity as 'rthe est¿bltshed reLigÍon

which war, irnprisor¡¡ment, assassinatlonr a'hd' falsehood't anô ùeedls of 
.

unera,rpled. âtrocity, have rna¡Ie wbat lt is." (11 H,eaveu a¡d, EelI

were ad\ranaeö'þy the Christia¿ relisonr he coasidered, as öeteru.lnants ,

of aonduat, whÍch ought to bo d.ete¡slned. oaly"oy laherent Lor¡e of,

virtueo lho baslo notlon of, Chrlstianity also, that ohrlst d'ied. to

atone for the orl'gira1 sln.of hrmantty, $helLsJr scouteù wlth the wolds'

o¡.âlL that niseraoLe tale of tbe Ðevil a¡rd. Eve ad an lnteroesEofr

witrr rne childlsh rr¡meries of the God of tbe ejew6r. is irrecoaciLea-ole with

ùhe knowle¿go of the starsc [he vrorks of his fingerø have born witness

against himr. The extraveê's,ne€ to which Shelley carrled. his disLike

of eertaln aspectø of Chriiütianity, is llluotrated. i4 his affirnation:

rrÏ âm acquaintod. r¡ith a lady of coirsid.erable accornplishrnentø and. the

mother of a nwnerous fa:ni1y, whom the Clrristian religion hes goacled^ to

incurable insanity. A paralLel case is, I believe, rtithin the e4perie:rce

of eveqy pbyoician"n(A) It must be remembeved. here that ShelLey ís

speeking of the effeets of thq religion as est¿bl"ished at the timee and

not of its el"emental principles" I{e realizeû, and û.ck1o1v}edged. at

another timer'that Ohristianity is a relígion of passion; but fÖfgot tnat

a relÍgion of poøsion is prone to e:rgend.er fanaticisru to an elitent that

a religlon of reason, suih äs Shelley ad.vocated, ls not.

lg,zl

(1)

(B)

llooåberry - G"So

Ibld.' - p"õ50.
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Slrel-tey sav¡ that the Chrj-stian re1igion h€,d. been maintained by

all sorts of tyrann¡'and injusbico. Accord.ing to him, it v¡as a religion

not eoumenceû e.nd- coatinued. by tire mere foree of reasoniirg and. persuasion,

but one hur:gl on the foei:Le thread. of 'superstition a,nd" deceit"

Ghristia,nity demand.s belief upon paid- of eternal p'ixrishrnent¡ yet fails

to coi:cider that beLief is e.bsolutety distinct from voi-ition. Suclr a

religion, thorefore, is arbitrary and- unjust"

Christianity, $helley tréla, is based. on niracles, propheoiesu

end rnart;rd.ours, lt has llever been shotrm, holever, as he poin.ted. orot.l-ra

this corurectign¡ tllat }l*turers laws cou1d. be broken through; aLl mirecLes

can be e>rylained. in the light of reason ancl science. rrlhe propheeies

of Mosese Ho$e&, a4d. Isaiah are wrsubstantiate,ù, and the very proof of '

tireir authenticity is laclcingrf . (1) [hus d.isposing of a,q' d"ivine ba,sÍs

for Chvistianity, $he}le¡r cleclared. that it, hÐ.d. beeome in pra.ctise a

creed. of lntolerance and d.espotisme To him, religion wå.$ a tþrolifie

fietrd.rf, a usefuf iustrçme:rt in the hands of the oppres*qors of manlcind*

r,üorking upon -the supers$itious irtraginations of the ereclutrous peopleo it

bo'und. them oven rnore firmly the..n politie¡al ties in chairrs of sirírltual

restrictio¡ro , 
Accord.ing to tÌre estæ.bLished prece;ots of religion, demons

wAlk the earth, slaves serve ir: l:eaven, erid- men suffer everlast'ing

torments in heIl; and tlie d.ivinity of such a religion in the light of

$helleyts belief rî¿ìs å monstrou.s i:qpossibilityu 0n the subject of wa.r,

Shelley genere.lized. as nsuel fron¡ Volneyrs particu.larizationo" tÍllfar is

'bhe st¿itesms-ïrrg gefiIÐ, the priestts d"elightr'r eried. the poet; while /

accord.i:rg to Volrreyu rf tGOd blesses youï'r armËr, s&I the priests, rContinue 
ì

to fast a1d. f ig'htr " And, tbey spriirkLed. v¡ater on the peoploo And the

- p"SB0'(1) i,VooA¡erryr GoE. - Sirelleyrs Poetical" l{orks'
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people breathed. nothing 1¡u-'h r¡¡ar encl s}aughterft. Since ,Shelley thns

follov;ed. Volney ,in conceiving of organiøed iel"igicn as insti¡;atin.g and-

oncouraging r\¡are rre câTl und.erst¡.¡nd his hatred- of ereed-g for he vrould

not recogniøe r¡;ar as a legitinla.te instnrment e*¡err in the overthrowing

of ii.e.tecl oppression.

Cl:Lristia:rity " Ee v¿es irnbued. rn'it3r e great reverence f or bhe genius of
l

the elassie ager lrvliosr) ii:fluence he corisid-erecl to havt beerr

For a,notirer rÊeson, -qhelley cherisÏ.Lec1 a d-islike for

sxtsrininated. by the ner'; få,ith. Tn rrQueen !,[afuil he seJsc

rqlhere Cieero and- Àntoninus lived-,

.å cov¡led" .+r:d. lrypocritieel nonlc

Prsys, cl.¿rcje$u anÈ d-eeci'uee" rt

"411C. in 5. lettei: to Feecock; ?fBuù for tlie ChristiEn:'el-i3iciL, vbjeh

pr.rt the finisiring stroke o.r: tire ¿="ncient *ystetn, bu-t fo:: 'obose cha::ges

thab cond,ueted A.thenx 'bo its rlLin - to,,l,,,nat an sininence mig?rb ltumarìty

have :iot rri.ived.!tt " (t ) f o GO*r-'¡irl ?re writes: ttThe firr'; rl-c¡ubt"q r:¡hieh

s.ï.c$e in ¡qt borrish i¡rit,C ccneernirrg th.e genuineilctjii of tho ÜÌ::ri's,, l:,n

religionrS,sìarÈï,ül¿*tir:nfvoi:tc-ivinit¡rrr"'¡eree:rcited-bys'conteÏrpl'ation

cf ';.tre \j.irt¿as,l,nd- geniu$ Of ancierrt ROme. ,$hall SOcrates end Üieero

¿resisii ''¡¡"lri1o tire uea,nes'b hir-Lcl of -ìIngl::nå ir:-trerits etornal t'g*ert (å)

Agi,,.i¡ ilc st¿te,cl: rÏt Ssenls i;O inve been Cne Of tl're first effeets of

tire Õ}ffistit,r, y:etigignr to rlestro¡r the pcÏ/ër of prodacing "oeeutJ¡ in

5'rri ttiti-e , f or iri s&,rtil" îiris to "Îlieiley "rve$ a crinre of primaiy rna¡

pia.bonisn mad.e bee.ïlty to hin closety e.1Liect too if not s¡¡nonyutous vríthn

truth anci goodness. å. sin age.irrst'beauiy w&s a ruor¡il ruisdemeenoro e"nd-'

an i:astiturtion v,,hich towrte:ranced. errd. oven a$societeå itnelf with suCh
I

(1) $trong, ¿.Ïn - fhree Stud'ies i:r $heiiey" - p'15

(å) lbid-. o P"14
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Ð, tls.nsgrê$sio$ of rjìo-rs.l pyebept wa,s anâtherua. i:1. tire na,ture of the

belief that bhelle¡i he.rl.,

fhis liostiiii;¿, of ,$i:elley, hovleveï, .?s :tie heve rneutioned,

was d,ireeted. prinrarilye Lot tov¿;,rcì tiie spirit of r,iie Ch:,isLian faith.u

but tor¡,,ardc the pra,ctici,il eipplicatiorr of thait spirit irr its mod.ified and

perverteir form" rrshe letter is not the øpiritr e:lC.the Bibl-e is not

religiontf , Ëâid. lessing. tt0on"*,1,rent1y, eritieism of the 1etto" *,nA

of the Bible a:"e rrot necossarily ctitieiøros of the spiïit end. of, religío:r"

{lrere r,læs re'ligion before tirere rvaË a Bíble. , Chrisiia,r:ity existed.

before tlre evangelists end- ti:e aSrostles wrobe¡ The Christiai: religion

is rrot true beealrse the evangelists and" the epostles taught it; but the

evengelists aixd. the apostT"es taug'trt ít because it is truett. (1)

$heL1ey aecopteid. and even en+eavored to promote all tha.t wes universaL

in the Cirristie¡r religion; lre rejected" only its provincial-ismp;" îhtts

he w"ote to Póacock at Ltarlov¡ in 181.5t tfÏ feel etro:rgly iaelined. to

enter the $ïrurch... Of tl:e moraL d.oelbrinss of Cluristianity I a¡n a.

more deeid.ed. diseil:3.e than many of its rrore ostent¿rtioi:ts profe$scrso ¡

Ànd consiclor for a moment how tluch goocl a good. clerg5¡ruan mÐy do .ou

ït is an adni:rabi.o insbitubion thst e"dÍrits tlie;oossibility of diffÏrsi'nS

$uch men, over the surfece of the land.rf . În the ttlchiloàophlcaL Tiev¿ of

Reformtf , rr,n,itten about 1Bå0, he steterl his opinion of the true natute

of ilre oh:'içtian faith¡ and. of tlie man:rer in r¿¡hich it haù been;oerverted:

r$,Ta¡lles borrov¡ed from the Life end. opiniorrs of J,enus $hriqt were empLoyeð

as symbols cf åomination and. imposturo¡ a.r1d- a sysieru of liberty and'

equatity -, for sueh Tvas the system planteð by. tlra,t gre9t Reformer * $'3's

(l) ï,essi:rg, ßotthold Ephr&.in 3 rrAxiomatãltc

f Ð¡-'ì
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perverted. to support oppresaionlr" (il I/eter he v¡rote: ftthe lTelv

{edtarnent i.s in everyoners hencl, e.nd. the few ,tr{io read. ii with the

sinr:le sincority of a,n lxrbiassed. judgment may pereeive how d,iptinct

f¡'om the opinions of e.ruy of those profesrirrg themselves orthodox were

t?re d.ccbrirres srrcl aetions of Jesus' Obrist . ', T{Ê aff i:rns, therefcre,

no more then t?rat a sirnple, sincere ninC. is tlie ind.ispensable reo.uisite

of trr:.o sclence and- true haplriness. IIe affirrns t?re.t a bairig. of pure

ancl gentl"e haÌ¡its v¡ifL no'u fai1 to be a$¡are 0f,, in every thought.

benignant visitings frorn tlre iir'¿isible energies'by'whicii he is surrottnd"ed't"

(.Ëi Ëe went on to say that tlre 
.ignorance 

of tho Dark Ages was in no v;ay

to be irnpubed to the influence of the CbriÈ¡stian eloctrineø¡ for the evil"'

the-i rnight heve been reg*rded as a restillt of tlieir agerrcies.followed

in realiti'frcyn the extinetion of the poetie prinei-rie, in conjunction

with tire spread' of despotism and- su;':erstition' fhe fundemente'l' i;enets,

then, lvere in his opinion in nc wåy responsible for the }a1:er fÊjllaeies

clevel-oped. in the Çliyi.siien faith. \{hile She1le,¡ wes in lretrand.r he wrcte:,

ttï irave rnet rr¡ith sone v/å,verers between Çhrictianity and. Defsn. I shaLL

a.ttempt to malce them rejeet all the bad and- tnke all- the good' of the

Jewisïr books. ï håve often thoug;lrt that the inoraL sayings of Jesus

çhhist mlght be very use'fuLo if selected from the my.stery and- 5.ron'rora)"ity

whtch surrounds thenig it in a i-ittle work I have in eonterupletionif .'(ã)

ilTho friu.urph of Ï,iferf decleres tire oar:ne prineiple in the 'Ilnes

(Ê6 )

(i)
*' 

{Pl

(õ)

Shelloy¡ T.B. - A ThiLosophical Tiew of Refornt - p,3,,

1bid.. -P.?" 
.
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r$nd Gregory and John, and mezr d-ivinet

llfho rose like shadows between man and. *od.,

fllL that eelipse, stiil hangitrg over heaven,

We.s worshipped. iry the rvorld oler which they strod.o

For the true suri it quenchedil,

Shelley would nevðr aelcrowledge the divinity of Christfs

per$on. TIe wrote to Elizabeth lliteheners itWhat is to bo tJrouglrt of

Jesus CIhristîs d.ivinity? [o me it appears alear ao day that it is the

falsehood of hu¡lan kindr. til His conception of God. as a spirit

pervad.lng tho univeroer a:rd. his pronouneed an'blpathy øó a:cy

eathrol:omorphic concept of Ðeity, made it inpossible for him to accept

Christls Sonship, much less tlre doctrine of the îritrity, v¡Ïiich gave to

Christ aþsolute God-hea.d. ln his notes to ilQueerr iúa,bttr he wlotei ItIt is

'impossible toþolieve that the s;oirib that pervades this infinite naeh.í:leo

begat a soir upon the body of a Jer¡¡ish woma,nrr. (21 Shelley rnras read-Íl¡r

pr.epared to ecislowled.ge the greatness of Jesus in hj-s character of

cocial refoumer; but as ihe Sotr of God., Christ eppeared to him as 8'

rhyl¡osritical d.emonrf o' To this convietion, $helley ad'hered' with

consistency tlrroughout hj.s life" But et one psriod., he seems to have

of, PurPose; rÏ] rr0råeen
d.oubted even Ch¡iutrs uprightnes's end sincerity

,Mabtf , Ah.asuerus refers to 0hrist as a ltualigUant souLttt who brou8ht strife

and. hatred on earth; end. speæks further of bis ngcdlike malicett' Tn the

nobes to tlre $arlÌe poem, $he1'Ley has a footnote in contraventir¡n of tho

hoinøge he had. paid. to Christ in His þu¡aan charseter: trsince writing tÏis

t27)

(1i

(P)
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note I l:¿¿ve some reårloll to sustrlect th¿t Jesuç î¡?åis ¿ìn eml¡itioss man

who awpired. to the ti:rone of Juetaeê,fiu

$hís sbate of mind, l:cvuever, vltås Èlnallov,¡ anC. transitory" Tt.
:-i

must be remem-bered" t'i:.'rL flQueen trtabrf rvas -irelleyho jurrenile confessicn
.

of faith oïr1¡i; a.nd. thai; ne later repud.iaied tlie extreme sentiments

expressed' in tiret woyk. $i¡roughout his maturer r,vritings we can

c3.early per.ceive e øt'eecliLy growing'reverence for the d.ivine huurg,n

ehe"raeter of the Naøarene, and. of opnpatb¡r vrith his pu:posb end id"eals,

In d.ire'ct coirtre.st lvith the e4pressions of trQueen Mabrf is this extract

from ftPrometlieus llrtbo'nndrf , viitb reference to 6?irist 3

[One came forth of gentle rvorth

Smiling 9n the øar:guine earth¡

Hiø word.s outlived him, like swift poison

Slitirering up tru.thr peaee, and- pity.

Lookl 'iYhere rou:rd. the wid.e horizon

l\lån¡¡ a miLLion-peopled city

Vomits'smoke on the bright a.ir.

Herk the.t outcry of d.espairt

r lîis his mild- and gentle ghost
ì' 

'tVail"lng for the faith he lrÍndl.erL:

ook again, ihe fi.emes aknost

Ío 
.a 

glÖw-¡¡iormlø i.amp have d"rvinri.l,ed..

ì-
Thio iç e beautiful tribute to ÇhristTs person, but 1t expresses also

Shelley?s urunodified opinion of the evils of perverted Chr:istianityd

Christ, he realized., wås a great ma,nn rta matr of pure life, who d.eøired

to resüue his eountriÊnen from:the tyran:c¡r of their barbarous and

taûl



d.egrading superstitionøo" (L) He shared. the comrnon fate ai.lotted. to

the ber¿efactors of rnenkinù, 
.and. 

v¡ê,$ tfsacrificed. to the honor of that

God. v¿ith whom he was afte:nvard.s eonfounded"" (2) Shelleyrs ready

- cbilitY of Chriøtrøsyrrl:athy vrañ aroused. by the self'çaeriflce and r:r

eharacter, for he hirnself lcaew oomethirrg of the slbony pa;th that is the

Iot, in this ruorld.u of the reforner., who, lilce christr woul¿1 fttrample

on aLl" reeeived opinions, on æ,L1 the eherished. |uxuries and. euperstitiono

of manlcindrf n (g) rrf,ssqs'l, he sa,ys, rr$t.ail.d.s out in the foremost list

Of thcse true heroes r,r,'ho have d.ied. in the gLorious martyntlom of llbeftyo

and. ha,ve braved. torì;ure, contompt, end povertye in the ceuse of suffering

huuanítyrf" (a)' In ttgellasfr, Shelley ps.ys his greatest trlb'nto to the

essentiel faitlt of Cirrist;T,vith a noter'however, vrhicn }j:llits v¡hile it'

an1:1if ies tlre'Passager ,
rfA power froYn the rrnlrrovnr God,

å lrometheÐfl conqlrerorr cåmo;

.I,ike, a triurn'trrhal Path he trod

fhe thorns of deeth and- shåJoeo

A mortal shæçe to him

lfas like the vaPor clim

. Wrich the orient planet animates ivith f ight i

^-- r õ1 ^-.^*Ilellc Sin, and- $le'v'erry cerne

llke blood-hound-s r:rild and' tamet

Nor preyed., unti3. their Ï,ord' had' taken fLight;

(1 ) EWs, Er:reste - llssayø and letters of $helley - p'85

(¿) ',,{ood.'berryl G.Il. - $hel-ley'r$ loetica} Work6 ' - p'5?4

(s}RiryË,Ernest¡.Eøsay$'end"lettersofshalley-p.102.

(,X) Ibid. - P.ß75

(åe )



, [h.e Moon of Me.honet 
,

)

rosee and it shall set¡

lìVhile'blazoned.'as ot'l He.evenrs iìTnnortal noon

ßÌre cross lead.s generations ona

îhe noto states¡ r[lre popular notions of Christia¡lity are represented.

in this shorus, &.Éirtnte in thelr velation to the wgrslrip they supersed-edi

and. that v¡hieh in all probability tirey vu'ill supersede, without consid.ering

their uleritø in a relation moye uriiversê,lil.

Shelley consid.ered- thet Chr'ist had. ind.ulgod in a certain amount

of neces¡¡ary equivocation, that he raight sr:;er"øed.e the o1d feÍth vrith

his or,vn trusr rei-igion, It was his taølr to establish a riew conc.eptÍon

of God. and- of religion. ttA God of v¡roth end- of revenge is not the

creation of Jssus but of the hatred.c of men. á.gernst thiø superstitiono

whieh d.estroyed. men and. blackened the charaeter of God", Jesuo -orotested.

troduetíonwith earnest eloquorrcêetr In orcler to malee an opening for the in'

of his revolutionÊ.ry precepts, tfhe aceomodated. iric d.octrines li;o the

prepossessions of those whom he e.d.dres$ed o ". f Thi::k not that I am eoms

to d.estroy the Law and- the Prophets. I a¡n come not to d.estroy but to

fulfil, 11i11 heaven e:rd earth. shall pasjs awey' one jot or one tittle

sh.a1l in nowise pass away fron the Lavr, tiL1 alll be fulfilLed-r. (f.)

çhrist hed. first to seeure the projudices of his auditors, and. Shelley

cond.oned. what Ïre consid.ered. th-is neeessary miørepresentation of Christrs

ow11 feelings. Ha,ving obtained the attention a.ncl pred.isposition of his

hearersr Jesus proceeded to qua3"ify and. finally to abrogeto the eneient

Jewish cod-en

Sbelle5'rs ultirnate eonception of the true eharacter of Ührist

(1) Rhys, Ðrnest r - Sssays and Letters of Shelìel - p" 100.

(õ0)



is ex¡pr"essed. in this pessage: il\f/e discover thet he in tb.e- er:entry of

oppression and. of falsehood.; that lle is tìie ad-voca,te of equaL justiee;

that he io neither d.is,oosed. to sanction bi.ood.shed. nor cleceitå 'wrder

v¡hatsoever.pretences tl:eir p:'actise may be vind-ica,ted." Tle d.iscover that

he was a rne"il. of weak e,nd. roajestic d.emoæ,nor, calm in danger, of natural"

end. sinqrle tlioughtø ¿urd..lrabits; beloved. to ed.oration by his edherents;

urucoved., solernn, and. si-rlcsrerr* (1) $Ìris s¿ne ad-oration of his ad.herents

was prod.uctive, as Siiello,v thought, of the falleciouø idea of Christ a,ç;

GoC, Î{imseLf . tEis extraord-inary- g'enius, t}re tride and rapi.d- effect of h.is
., '

unexampleô cloetrines, his invincible gentleness and- benig:nityo t-he

d.evoted lova borne to irirn "ny ?iis ad.herentse suggested. a perslza$ion to

them that i're 1vÐ.$ somethiúg divinerto (å) []re eloctrines of Christ in

themcelves lvere so analogous to those advocated by Shelley thet the l-etter

cou1d. have nothiäg but the sincerent sympatþy for' the essentiaL creed of

Shellev was uitorthoåox in the extreme in his refigiousJequs. "{-lthougir Shelle'Jr was uirort}roc}ox in th€ elttreme 1n nl-6 re.

profesøion, he was in spir'lt as heertfelt e Christian â.É lnÊlrly of the

aore e€igresnively mÍl,itant follov.¡ers of the Christien feith. Gilbert

Thonasç summing up o;t)ïeröses the t¡'ue rolation of Shelley to Chr'istianity:

rt[]rip mueTr e.t le*st is clear, that iS f0hristianityt irnplíes primarilSr

a, loyalty to C.oånâ aitd. supei'siition and. estabtishod authcrity, tlren

Shelley was the blasphemer that his contemporaries toolt hjm to be' Bu-t ifu

on tþe other hand-, it meaus the practiee of lo'qe e:rd' mevcy' if it j'nvolves

a,spiritual kinehip v,ri'ch tlie si:ryle*heartedL Clrritst Who set e' cirild in the

mid.st of the v¡ise merlr,then Sirelle¡' \'vås 3'i1 ratlreistr only'in that he was

alore Cliristle.n tha.n tÏ-¡e Christiens'rr (ñ)

(1) Rhys, ltrrnest * lsseys and -r'etter's of Shelley - pi98

'(å) lbid.. - P.85

(5) îÌromns, Gil-bert * r(he Divine Poettf , in tlre Forbnightly.Revibv;o 
,

(õ1)



-Êhelley']ras been criTieizecL ancl, rer¡iLed. vr.r'iously as a.theiot,

pag¿iln, ¡.ncl v'evoiutio:rer';; but the nlos'¡ d.s:ru^rato:"y ecc'n.$ir.tioilstha,t hsve

boeri leçc}Ieri. r¿ainst l:.im i:arre beerr o¡r tÏ:c sccïe cf Ì:is personal

ilro;:.:.iit¿¡" T'or il';,ve tl.,ey been tv- t:,u,t'. J.r,;*-^ì ent,ireiy., , aithcuglr .,'rith.

sia¿ill grouîd for ¿¡.bsclu:te j'asti.fic¡ltion. Íhere v;¡¿is riluch irr $irelleyts

life 'bhat 1nid. iteelf opeir to rilisirrier';crebatibn ¿.nd. attask. For

$he11ey '.rrål$ ¿1" cl:iiId" of irri¡;i,ilaeu follo','ing evrïy irurer urgii:g v¡ith.out

ch.oice or" restra,ini, 1i1,-e tire de¡:,d leaves clriven about t?ie uníve:rse by

hir¡ o"ivn ,ïest Vind" ffe îråfi Ëo lit+,le bound by circwrsti,rnces that he rnas

qr:.ite unapprehonsive of any err,reit¡r in u. churgo o'Í sentiment; and, he

:.- ï*"".*.:: 
ontireiy unconsciouii o,f thÊ "qorrrow ç,i:icii 1io rnight beve

broug'i:b into the lives, of t¡u'orren.

fj:rê ehilcÌ of inqrulsÐ, Ìle yüt suereed-ed. in uubjeeting to his i

creed e.dery iqpui-se fhat affected ?rira; nnd. his life, seemingly e.i-nl"esø,

we.i; actt¡s,lly le.id. alor:g the lirres of his cr¡m pÏrilosopiry. In a note to

frQueerr }lab'î he sâ.id.s lr0onsù¿ncy has irothing sirtu-ous' in itsel"f e

iirdependeritly of ihe ¡rleasr¿re,it conferr nand part;iJreø of the tenpoxizittg,

epirit of vico i:r pro¡:oriion as it errdùree tarnely mtrÐ.l d.efectrl of

ruagrritud.e i-n the objeet of its ind.isereet eitoice"ff (1) ,Lgai-rr, ttTle'

ccln"testicir of the sexen is so long saered. srs it eontz'ibu-tes to the eomfort

o:f l:cth 1:arties, a.nd is; naturally d-issoLved. "n¡]iên its evils ere greater

tiren its bcnefitç,rr (2i

_ejEgþe¡: IT' " * Sirelle:r¿te Pe:'ßoriaL lÍoraLit:r"

(3¡ )

(,1) tr[he ]oetieal l,Vorks of $]reI]eytt - ecl. by \Toodberryo Vol.Î-, 'p,352.

(Pl ïfoôdberryr'G"8" - fiireileyts Soetieal iïorksr To1. I, P"õ51..
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The"eentrblrfaet about lvhieh revolve$ al] the itehe.ùter

a1:out Shelleytt lrr eorrnection r'¡it?r iris pereona.l ¡rorslity, is his deser-

tion of 1-iarriet lYestbïooÏ:. iuügeá 'by arr¡r stazrd.ard., t¡à action r1å"ri one

v'¡hicl¡ $.ould scarcel¡r ad:lit of con:p1ete juøtification; but accord-iirg to

Shelleyt' 6 standavds, to the nrouJ.el in r,vhj.ch he r¡¡,gs câ.se, the aet may be

at least cond.oned"

Siielley v/as neïer in lose with Harriet festhrook* ile rnarried.

her in the ehivalrou-s heat of tile moment, on a qriixotic irrpulse, if

;vou wiltn borne away by tire appeat of a maiden in d.istrefsÉi, 3n. appeal to

his innate hatred of tyranny in any formo $efore the legal- sonsüTlxra.tion

of tho union, $trelley said of it that it trrnore resem'b1ed. exerted aetion

than inspired- passirntt* the formal marriage itself vràs e, d.irect violatlon

uf one of Shelleyts most cnerislred prineipies - tira'b of free loveo in

v¡hich ire r¡¿âs ¿ passionate beiiever ¡rr,11 his d.ays, Fov 'bh.e sake, of

which v'¡ere to hi,-nlievriet, he suirmitted. to th.e borrri-s of ma.trimorry,

oppressirre end irkncirne, sinoe he realized. the fragility- of r'¡orna,ntá

reputation; for il:'e;outaiion and itø congertruent ed.vsntagestt, he said-,

rf ar'e rigirtstt, vthich ehould not be given over r,.'ithout the s¿:rction of some

s:.rfficient cause.

Shelleyts unio:r with Harriet', thenn t'ra.s not so much even es

ono of hi.s llatonic allianceçn He úever $eem$ for a irontent to b.ave

regerd.ed. T.{ayriet as a soul-affinity; she inas merely a brighto ezrga.Eing o

likeal:le g;irl, fa,r'below liim in:oowor of intollecin end. quite incspa.bLe

of comprehend.ing his transcendent geniu*.

Harriet, aS tilie .ûï'ogre6sed-, graclually abend.oned her early

atternpts to attain to an approxinration of her $ifted. husbanclts itrtellectual

Level; vrlrile he was d.eveloping rapid-ly, both mentaLly and- aestheticaS.Lye

I



Perhap*, too, $heiloyrs d.islåke of tlre orunipr,esent lliza, Y/estbrook

qualífied his affection fol" Harriet; a.nd- it:is more than likely that

t¡re d-our ELizø infected. Haruietrs feelings towards $heTley. Ât a4y

rate, there Bro6e some very real ca.u.se or c.s'u.6es of inaompatibility

betv¡een the tv¡o, of whlch. d"içaffection She1ley, in l8i?, rn'rote, in I

eonnection with the Ch¡mcery suit* ilDelicacy folbids me to say nore thas

tha.t ¡ve,l'rere d-iounited. by incurabie diosensionstt¡

From Shelleyts iiries ftfo Harriet, Ir[ay, 18i"4t?, r',re gather tiia.t

the alienation eane primarily fronr Harrietvs sicle; for tÏ.Le trloet ie
)

evidently here plea,d.ing d,espairingly for the return of her love for hlm¡

Acccrd.izrg to fhornto'n Tlunt, t]re\ d.efinite e.et of sopara.tion came from

H¿rriet; and it is certÐlin tlrat in Slrelleyts soul tlrere 
"r#fu¿ 

e sense'
\

of injustiee d.one hinr, and of bitterners for the secmingly cold. end-

cruel lrarcJ.ness r,vith v¡hich lTarriet fronted himg

Âccord.ingly, rvhen 'ïhelley net Ilq.::y Godwin, and found- in her one

wh.o -united- practicall;ø all tli.e attractions r,vl:ich',he cons¡id.ered. desireble

in '"'¡oillen, he u,e,s,d.rå,r'r.rx e.s lrreoistibly to her es she to him, T-Ie found.

iil. her e soothing einoll-ie'¡rt to his l-aeerated- spi::itr,C-isirlluslorred- a,ç he

hin:" I twas in his first r';;ife, ::nd aching in heart a't her infidelity bo

arrlreored soon that pobr IÌarriet had- neïer the intei:Ltion of rnaking tlie

separatio:r coinplete and. Berrrmnent; br.rt $helley, though he meintairred

torryavd.$ irer an s.ttitud.e of brotlie::ly kind:ress and" protag,onism, r¡¡¿g

definitel.y removed frorn aily consid"ersticn of her iir a eoniubial relationn

Furthe:', he li,,a.$ eonvinced- thet she had. beeoyne enemoured. of e certe,i.n

Captain Ryano end thet, incleecl, she had. been false to hi.rn'oefore he rulibed"

his ]ife r.¡¡ith tlra,t of l'.i:.ry Goclwln. rtÎ learn j'ust, novr from Godwilurr r',,rote

Shetley to I'{ary in 1814, Itthat he }ias evid.ence th.a.t }farr.iet was u*f¿:iihful
1

$el
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to ne fow' months before I ]eft Fngl*:.nd. viitit youÍ" (1)

Shelieyu tlienr believed. himself fu1ly jr.rstifiecl in his actiono

1*/emaynd.ju{gethataciionrashairir.i11+consiclered.;butu,,en,uststi11

remeruber that the ste.ndard.s by vihicir we regulate oqr rnora,l eoirC.uct are

l"astIy d.iffez"ent {rorn the actuating principles of the niore,l trhilosophy of

Sheiley; r,,rho ve.s, efter lJ.lr'a genius, wil,h e i¡.ind. ar.,.a spirìt apart from

the meny" iJis was s seir.sitive e-nd.:::¡n1y-s:brlurg nature, a:nd- ite fl-ed- frcn

infidel.ity..anC colcl-ness uitii e.Ll- tlne fr¡rce of the re:,etion inøpi-z.ed- by hi.s

ov:n loyal ¡rid, warn:ly loving tenperanent" Á"s to the u.l tima,te consecluences

of thc se;trarationo in the tragic clegth of ll¿.,rliet, $heJ-le.l,r wa-s as deeply

shockeC- and ffi.ef -smitten âs,any3 lt is o-n insti,¡:.ce of 'r,Lre ingeiruous
l

ilagnanin:ity of the poetr.s rninC, tirat he forga:ve I'Ierriet her sup¡osetL i11-

tre¿rtmerrb of hinr, ¿,^nd thoupjht of irer alwer.ys vith liindrlessi gofng so fe.r

even e,$ to write inviting .i:el to visit him ¿.nd- Itlary on ihe Continent" Her , l

trs.gic iJà..$sing, ther=efore, 1ïü,5 a stegge::ing bLovr io hin, Ye¡,ils aftê::u i.n 
' 

'

1820? Sbel-l.ey wrote as follov* ¡o goutirey', v,iho hacL entreated. hi-.: to judge,

in re"¿ier,ving his life, l,¡hether iris opinicns iie.d. not brought paid. end- so::::ow

to obher' -rjeople, and. guilt to himselft

. 'r-'íou sel-ect a single ps"$selTe out- of a. life not onl¡l <:therr"ise

spctless, but elpent in ¿':t iial:assioired- irurøuit of vivtue, '¡L:ich loolts lilre

a b1ot, ner"ely becans:e I reg"rlo.tec1 my d-cmesbic arrangenents rvitTrolit r)eferrí.ng

to the noticns of tlie vulgar, illthoit8h I n:rghi l:-s'vt¡ d.onê sc clilite as

cc:rvenie'¡rtly hEid- I d.escencled io tneir bæ.se tlicu.ght+ * t):iiu you ce.il. g{i]-*t-u 
,

I raight åïisrïer you in-ancther rrlÐr.rf€io But I te.lie God icrtvitnessu i.f suoh a

Being is nor'./::egerd-ing botir you- ¿ind,.mei s.nd I pledge ryself, -if rve meet, 3.s

,'
1:erhaps Jou e:{peotn befo:.e Hirn efter d.ea,th, bo repe,at the same i-n jris ir?esello{* à

,tha.'r 
ycnr acruse me'r'rrongfu-i1y" I ,*¡o innocent o:fl ill, eit?ier c1orle ol i-n.tend-ed-;

(1) Ðor,¡ci.eàr Hiì.rr,ard-, * PnRo $hel-ley t- p"å56.

(ã5 )



tl.ie co:rseqrie-ttce s d,oLr- .r,iJuC,e tc -.fi-orvecl. irr no regpeet frou: mefl, {1)

Tt lvn,s .$he1lsy?s heart'feit convictio:ru Ï.Loi¡eve:c iil-f,c"iird.ed- it

iîr.!.Ji lì,î.vo Ireen, th¿t he r¡,'as ii.oin€,t bire right 'uiii:lg Ìn l-eaviil¡;'T:Tarrie t for

l,Ïai"¡r" Ti:e pa.ssionârte intensit¡7'of his s.sserLicn l;o Scutliey cån l-{,.Ð-¡e L:ittl,e

d-c';-bt as bo iris sinceri'uy in the mattero Joinèü to ;ris ircf ief ii., Tiarrietrç,

inficiel.i l;¡ ,:rrd. cnu.eiiiy - wirichr if tl:ey Cid- irot t:ctu:l1i,, e:rist, iïet,e Lt

le¿st ver'J l:€Ð.1 c.ld. ;tcigna:nt bc hiil - 'il/Éì$ his coneeption of tire icleal- scul-

m:rte, fc:: the prese:rt ::e¿*lized. in irl:rry tocl-rvin; a¡rC t]tese f¿ic-r,s; r:;ith his 
,

f irtu convic.tion of the rig;ht of f¡"ee lol¡e ¡ ju-stified- il.-¡E;oiutely tc hirn ,h5.s

o\Tt¡ CO,:)clïrCbr.

Sizellc¡r ¡.dvocated- cc:r1.sbr-r¡rcj' to one \l'olnen r¡lÌ1le lov<.1 rei6rrçç1., bcrt

beiù'bhe.t tìre union of the $exe$ wes intolers.ble, u:rholy', md'iulsenctified

r¡,'hevl io'vc passed ß\iiâ,gr IIe ves s,q:r'ernely id.e¿riisiic in iris.ccncept1cn of

love, *nd. d-elnand.ecl'¡oo rr,icl:r for hLl:'llrn na,tu::e., ln his essay ilOir lror¡6rru ¡*

saiC¡ ttlf r,'¡e reåsoTl,, liJe \i/oü-}1. be ur:<J.ers'cood.; if r¡e irnr,:i:ine, vre lvould. that

'bhe eiiS cirildyen of onr brain.weïe ìrorn anetn¡ l.¡itirin anotÌlerts; if r,-,'e feel ,

v,e \r/ouLrì- that e.notherrs nerves slioul-d. r¡ibr¡,.Le tc ou,r ovm, ihat tlie beems

of tl:.eir eyes sliould- lcind.l.g at once anC. rnix anC, rneft irito our orrnu that

l"ips of motionles, ,** snoutcl not reply to lips qu-ivering and- bi-rri:i.ng rrvith

tlle lreart's best ìltooA" tiris is liorrert" {å} It is tittle rvond.er thet the

rather cornnonplace fi:¿r'r'iet strould. rüase to se.tisfy'this Tltopian ecnee-ptu or

ea, oi:cluld- lose the v¡arrnth 
.

of h,Ís regard for lla.rrie'u, a.nd should velcome tire o1:port-mrity of uniti::g

hi¡ilself r,vith e:rother i¡¡ho approached. moie nei-.rl¡r to l'ris c.'iJstr$.ct ideal .

Further¡ She1le¡rrs conduct in biri; ulforturli..te ¿ffe.ir is judtificble to

s. c€jrti,i1'r e:lt,ent on the grol.mC. of consistency uith the-t;oh.ase of bis

{s6l

(f l Ðov;deno ßûr'¡ard- * lereY

(È) rtlìssays and l,etiers .o'f

:::'ì:l - -..- : .:'' : -'. :':':ì"- '

,::. .....1 ....,ì,

ßysslre $hel.}eY - Pr,450..

Shelleyrr erlited. bv Tidrvaird- BWs, p' 52u
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philosopb)-, in.rrut.ich ind.ividuei liberty of choio* r'¡es inherent; iraá ttre

onus fa.iien orì hira, he Jvould hÐ,ve lrorne it as unflinchingly as he er¡ected.

liarriet to d.o. EÏlough ïrorcether:.sr ,¡'v'Ïro is perhaps tire best e4pression of

ths p6çf,rs true self iir all his poetry, sÐ.ys trl r'¡ish no lÍ-ving tì:ing to

suffer 1:aidtf , lte seys al so trËein is ra¡r elenent onu Tret men be freett

Shei-ley heiì the id-ea of freed-om as sometiiæs'bringing paiid-; but, eceepting

it hinlself, he expected, othe::s to d.o so irrith like 1:hilosophice.l r'esig:raiiono

Tn ¿ letter tc lle:'riet, he voicecl the above sentiments th-ris:
I

trl,Vhet larri' ought to specify- the extent of tiie grierrazlces rviriøir shouild.

li¡nit the duraticn of tlre wrion of wife â¡id. trusband-?'r (t) liis ansv¡er to

the question aceor"{ed lvith the revohitionary doctvines v¡liioh he had

e.ssi,:nil-ated fron G.oùvinc !t;4. husband- and- wife cught to continue so long

unibed. as tÌrey love one e-irotlier eu. [i)€ preeent s¡ste:u of restraint d.oás

ï.0 more, in the rirajority of instances, tlun neke hypocribes.cr opeil eneniesu

PersonÍ; of dei-ic¿icy end vj-rtueo unhal:pily united" to one wh.onr tirey find. it

r.rr.i.posË101o Ìo rcve, sperrC. the loveliest season of tlleiy life in rurp:'oduetive

effc;rts to aplrear othenl¡ise th.an iirey a.re, fo:: the sahe of the feel-inots of

their pa,rtner, or ti:e',¡¡elfaye of their mutual cffspring; those of less

geneï0$ity and. refinernent cpenly avov¡ their d.isappointn:en'r,, eird. lin,ger out

tlie rel'nnent of that uriion rvhicir only d.ea.th c;n clissolve, in a. stcte of\'
incu::e.ble bickering anC- hostiLity. The ea.rly educetion of the c]:ild,ren

tr.lces its color froin the squabbles of their pa.ren'bs; ihey &re rull:ßed. in a

systernatic school of iLl-htrrror, r¡fs1eïIce, e.nd falsehood. ïïad they been

- sufferecL to part at the rnonent ,¡",hen tndifference rend-eved theiv union \
I

irksome, they rvould. he.ve been spared. marðr years: of misery¡ they r'¡ou.ld. have

eonnected tt.e**"¡r*s titcï'e'suite.bX¡r; and. v;ould have forurd. that happ'iueso in

(1) 1î/oodberryr G'llc - Shelleyts Poetical l.ïorlis. - p.f50.



the scciety of more eongerii¿I partners, which is forever d.enieCr them TrSr

il¡e d-espotisro of ma.rri*ge,' îhey i¡¿ouId" have been separaiely ueeful a::d

happy nerubors of society, who, whilst united, r,¡ere lniserabler.and. rendered

rnisanthïopical by rniserytf o (1) [his is a fj-ne u-ttei'ance¡ absoIutel5r

Iogica.l in the æ.bstract" But fiÌrelley ivs"$ too inç::acticaL and. vioionery

to see tire.t the hi¡nan opirit guides itself littLe 1ry d.octrines; driven

by impulse, it j.s sensitive a,ecl easily injured. äe failed. to consid-er fuË

the possibility cf disaffoctíon on the part of one mere.ber to a union, v'rh.iLe

all the øtreü.gth of tiia.t originai feeling that bad brought ebout ti:e

affinity rema,ined r¡nbroleen on the other sicJ.e" T/hat tb.e solution wa.ç to

a problem of this nature, 5he11ey d.oes vrot ie1l us_, becêrÐse he ïtelrer

consid.erecl tire ?qrpotheslsr His owï. wiLa and" r,¡aad-ering spirit vrs,6 more or

lees easily dise€fected.; und- with the peculiar narforvne$s or one-sid-edness

v¿liich charecterized. hin at tines, he faileð to realize tiie alternative

possiblli.ty irorac the applicetion of this philosopi:¡y tr¡ his or,rm inarriage

with Harriet seems at first glance heartless" ldever cari it be eirtirely

justifiecl; but according to $irelleyi,s eonscience - &nd, to r¡¡hat other

inor-r.itor cæ.rl we -be responsibl"e? - he was acting for ilie l:est. Iievertheless,

1're eår. feel the jrr-stiee end. the poig:rancy of poor Harrietts-ery: tr'l\Iy Godl

he had 'ì¡etter have tirou,ght like other peopleått

tlThe Revolt of ÏËlaiïrrf was written. to shov¡ that love v¿as the, rtsoLe.

l"ar.ïil T¡"'hich should. go?ern the moral r,vorLd. 4,lways in Sl:e11eyrs envisionings,

love is ßupreüìe; in his Golden -&geo it fillç ali ihe v'¡orld. Shelley, f.ike

Srownirrg, vras inpressed. v¡ith the conviction tlmt trlove is tlle orrLy good in

the ¡¡¡oyld.rr, âzld that its trniversaL reign wan the highest state to uhich man

(I) lVooC.þsrrï, G.$u * shelleyrs Poetical Tforkne p.553o

(ss )
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eùnlC. atbain¡ Despite Lhis conse!iioir, he r,,¿:.s yet cc,r::.vi¿ced th¿:.'b e-¡il-

t¡tr; inl:.e:re:rt in f;þ.e ui:.iverËc., ilÌ iis ¡lresent gond-itio:i at 'iea.stn hi:d-'

;.1 ì,;iccLgir evil ,v¡c tl:Li¡ to h:Ì.m i.cositir,e foree, ìre ì.r*i-cl. siiil i,l::nt it v,;a.s

erad.icable; that the cLivisio:rr bet'yæe:r i;iic -oresent vorld a,rid" tlis icl.e¡.l state

i s af i; i:e "r,h.irrrlo; 1; "

She i.rrfluetìce of Ïla,to ori $?relley is strongly m¿:rked iu the

l¿1i;'bei'ts philosppltry of noralifyi .Acoorcl.ing to irlato, tiie Ïùea of the Gobd.

vsiri,¡ired f ronl tt¡+ intellcct of íns,,il ,.',,itil birtir, 
".o¿- 

vas regair.:.ec).'only

thz'ougTrbhe,-rrrocess of '¿ire t:'ue edü.eetion¡ lv"trich'L.ur.neü ilrc soul to the

lig?rt. ÏIence $¡e 6ee bhe rl.uality òe llatotø coneeption cf Virúue. Ti-ro;rgh

intuitive, it t",râ,$ subdrJ.edr atrti- oir.iy to be aii¡.ined- througn recollection or

through tl:.e reconcel:ticn of iire Ïclee. of 'bhe G.ood.. Si:e1leyrs coneeption of

.moreility d.id. not folic.rw tire lLristotelie,n argument of habit, n.or bhe ïiantÌa¡.

one of effort. ßo hiin, Yrrtue ï,¡s.s e, pa"ssiono an s.ssertion of T,ove, e$ a.n

in?lerent ui:.ivo:rsal gu-id.i:tg principle, a:ad- as *. urr.it;y comhining ei1 poetry,

virt*e, ti.ought, beaut¡,, aircr pz.udence.

' [iti* who]-e co:i]ception embodying $helleyts id.eaL of al:stre,ct

rcorality is presen'bed" in the choru.s of the beneficent npirite in tire fii:st

act of tflrometheuc ünboulidtto $tvong inierpreùs the symbolism of the cpirits

tiru$c []ie First embodies LrniveL:sal enlightement; i;he ñeeond, the highest

pe.ssi.on * tlie.J; of the soul; bhe Shird. ennboclies tiie intellectual passi'on,

that thirst. for lcrowled.ge celled. iry llato the i-ntellectual Eros, and.

eon6id-eïed. by hirn altin to sesual passion ln its most pure and spiritual

form; the Fsurtfrr spirit in pasoion rvorking in beeuty - the inspiríng force

of poetry" In this ¡,vhol.e figure we see the sense thb,t $he1Le¡'possessed. of

of the beauty of CIttrical goodnesq; it ill'ustrates his conception of Virtue

in its rela'bion to the other fonns of iruth a,nd. beeuty; end., to quoto



(40)
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$irong, ttit is uJ-so inspíved. rçith the"t orå$ing for rzrity which iras been

slior,vr: b¡t e g;reat liviirg critiè to be,one of the masberpassions of his

$ouLfro (1)

Dire ard.or of Shei"leyl's beirrg, coupled with the above-mentioned
I

-oaøsion for unity, mad.e €lood:rre$s to him very close to.sensu.ou-Ë ì:ee.uty, and.

ps.ssing very easily- into paøsiono firis more or less facÌLe transition

occürs in Hlhe Revo1t of Islårntr, vrhere the passioyr for freed.om of laon and-

!'

Cytiurar in Canto V, becomes the ,e,rlorolrs pa.ssion of .0efito VI. I-rometlieus,

it 1'¡i11 be noticedu is lover as v¡eI1 aç cieliverero Ïession itself, Shelley

consid.erecl, lv&,s not solnnch innate, as the popular e:1)ïession phrased. it,

es frco-existent l¿ith o-r.¿r organizatioÌlrr.

Shelley held. tlrorrslroot to his tenet thet love v,lÐ.s a state of

mind., o deLiriouç ecstasy to be cultivated. fo:: its olm sê.1ce r¡¡ithout

particular referencd to it,t olrject" Uir.fortu:rately for hin in tiiis belief,

he failed. to ccnsider the results vvhich n:uLst, in tire nature of thin3s I

folLov¡ from this ecstasy, since tire inciternents by whioh it is produceå are

incitemevrts to actic¡n" Concerning the state of love in him, $irelley wrotot

tiDo I love tl:e person, the enbod.ied. id.entity, if I may be allowed. t.he

exllrc.ssion? I{on I love i','hat is su'lerior¡ rühå.t is excelient, or w?rat I

conceive to be $ourf (å) The üi.fficul"ty with $heIley wa.sr that these

superiorities and oxeelLeàces ï;ere often the prod.ucts of Ìris ime,girrätiorr,

or u¡ere the id-eei.ized. dÍsgt.ise of his uncor:.scious d-esire, Ë,o in the case

It was from this pË,rticula.r phase of Shelieyts n:oratr- pb.ilosophy
:\

that bj.s poem nÀlastortt wes generated.. [his poem is d"oubtless' e reaetion

(f l $trong, A¡Tr * ltThree Stud.ies in Shelleyrt.

(21 Ci-utton, Broek Âo - tf$hel3-eyu the l{an ancl t}æ Poetrt. p.25



from his ee*ly fa.ith in the possibility

v¿orld.o tyitt tne buoyant optÌnrism commoï. to youth, he iracj- accepted as

indubitable fact that Love woulC. bring hiro the sìrpreme good in Life;

uplike most youtirs, holvever, he had- intertlvined. his id.eal of love lvith

his id.eal of the Gold.en Àgo" ITow, at the rwitirig of rr¿lLastortro he had !

unC.orgone a great d.isillusionment eoncerniilî loves . ïn }fary, fue hrid. found.

wha.t he hacl conceivecl Jo l:e his id.eal, ancl the rnillennj.um \r;å.$ "J¡et afare _

So.in tiris poem, the ic1eal to r"'¡hieh, he had. to ivhole-hearted-1y attempted.

to attain had. become e d.eceptiveo d.encing, v¿ill-oç-the-v¡isp, even before

and. never gre.sped., ¿:rd. wreaking ruin üpon ffien throug'Ïr the finest attributes

r,vithin themo t '

0ire great feult of Shelley!s philosophyof love rvas in..his f¿,ilure

to realize that in,his 'Jreâï'ning for tl're id.eal there wa$ å neeessåÏ'yu though

to hinr non*exlstent, mixture of a¡rpetite" It is 1n the imnmtab1e natrrre .

of things that manrs id.eal" of woman should. be foymed. ç,yith the conr:i-¡ance

of en instj.nct pr,rrely ariimel; an{. }rov,'evet muc?:. ùhe rrlffL måy ig:rore that

instinct e.nd bury it rleep r¡¡ithin his eubcongcious mind, it id sti1l there"

$o it r¿¿a,s with.$hel1ey, lvho igziored. this ínstinet to tlie extent of o'biivi.on

in, j.ris eonsiC-er¿l,tion of 'uniotr of the $e):e$r îirus, in liis origirral d.raft of
Itfhe Revolt of ïslamfl, he createcL la,on and Cytiu:a brothe:: and- sister, the

stigraa of incest rieîer for a moment entering i.'Lr; n:ind." ït rvas, only at the

remonstra"nce cf his publisher, 011ier, tìr.at Shelley- rerio-¡ed the cauøe of

offence, though even tllen und-er protest. (1) îlre f¿.ct rema"ins, hovreveru

that appetite exists in m,?.zrts conception of the id-ea.l, even thou,g'h it be

súljdi.led." Since ap;oetit.e. is satistecl v¡itlr reäLization, vrllile tire 'id.eal- is

im:riortal- ivith t?re spirite iire ed:nixture of the ivo brings into ju;rta;oosition

(i) Cluttorio 3rocli A, - tfShelley, the lfan ancl the Poetil - p. 152o i

I

of reaLizing the id.eal in thís

(4xl



fn:ildanientelly conflicting notionså .e..nd vrhen appetite has been explessed.

too clefinitely Ín the id.ee.L, e"nd llßs$es v¡ith its ov¡n setisfe..,ction, the

id.eal stili e;sists, betraye{ and. forsetreno

The first d.ivine insiriration of love passes, not because it is

faise ov iLlusoryu but beeause our rnu-nd.ane miirc.s ca:rnot sustein it in its
spiritnatity'" O'¿t of th.is first eleva.ting passior:" ?rovrever, cojnes a nìtre

end" stesd:iast Effectio:re more secur'Ð anil- satisfying" shelley, in

er;.ving for pe:r:fectionu vras ir¡:atient of the rthabit of affectio"nfi

afi:er the nrinie,ry bliss of 1.o.¡e" Tie j¡eÐ.í"ned towards tire pristi:re

re¿rttrre for itseif, a.nd. v;as too mu.ch inclinerl to il:inh love gone

¡litlment faded,r :ls inevi'bably i-t mu-st* In his relatio::rs uith v,rorren, this

vioi"eilt reection from his íi¡'st atteielmen'i;n this i:rr"eccncileabilit;i; cf the

iri-eal e.niì. rei-..libï, is sirorirL ia '¡a,rious o:f liiÐ ,;,¡r:iii1:g;¡" In.his ea.r1-;r

ecqriairlt-..tlce t'ith Eliza. ITes;tbroolt, ho referred- tc her. s.s "r,lther sl:.leri_or

'¡o the geriertlitJtff arid. ¿ì$ trå. ve:";r a:niable girLr" TT-,'o yeË-r,.j letey h.e r'¿'ote

of iier'¡ rri cert:'iri.1¡;'l:ate hev v¡i';h all i4y heart ,¡"nd- soul .ooo ri, blind and.

Loe.rthsonie r¡onn th:i,t cxlno L .5 ee to stir:.gtçe (1 ) I:n ilFjri1:sycirid-iozrtr he s i:r.gs

to Eti:ili* I,¡ivia::.i ¡

rtser:;Ìi of lIÊir¡enl too ¿entlLl to l-ie hur:,,n,

I/eiling beuc:,tir 1;h¡t r"¡.d.irirt fo:n:l of ï.¡oiiis.n

Ali ihat is insuirpo:"tabl.e ii: thee

(481 .

ir.lÐ

coining

ecs tat ie

Trater in the same year lre st¿¡.tes¡ lr$he tT$ripsychicìiOirt I c¡r.nn6t igck. *t;
(Ì) Ing¡-rsiru Ro...;er -îtltre lettei's of *Dei'cy Bysshe Sheileyt'* ¡:.419"

vrben 'l:hat

0f Lig';ht ¿;nc-l l-ove a:ic'L iuLnioz.telit;rl

Sr,',,,eet Bened.istion in the gternel Cur$e!

Vel1ed. C"lory röf tliis i-:lriiLless LT:riveyselrt



ti:e persoi: .',"n'hon it cerebratÈs r,,v*as cloud instes.d. of a J'uno, aud, poor Txion

staÏts froni the cenl,sul th¿.t ças the cffepring of i;is o'¡,r, ei:ibrircstt. (1)

Just cfi;e} hisi iriarris.ge "t;ritil ]{at'Tiet liestbrook he ]u,iLed- IllizabeLh

.alitci:ene:'es tri$ister of my soultto Not very long efterw¿rrcls he r¡;roteu i.n a

Iotter to Iiogg: rtshe is eir artfrr-f , si,perf icic.l, lglyo hc:rra.pluocitÍce.j.

beast of ¡ r,r,'ot.lan, anrl I4y åÉitonislynent ¿t nry- fatuity, incoir.siøLeric¿, enr).

bs.d- iaste'f"iås ïLever so grea,t ¿rs after living fou¿. months v.¡ith her e,s a.n

irima.teu \I/l:at wcn.Lc" TielL ile r,ic;re sucl: e rvotrån Ín Heav+n?rr .(å)

llogg testifies tc tl:e etre,nge attr¿iction r','h.ich seemed" to d-ra-rv

\'ioÌjien bo Sliclley iii';e nloths to tjre c¿rrd1e-fL¿rc.e. Srre.i.ley hiia;:e1f decl-ared

thi;.'b in ¿;. fo¡:nter j.ncErn¡.';icn ire hatl- ia'ved- .A:rLi¿one, :rnCL tn¿.t for iliis

ree$on Ìre could. firicl no cor:tent in a4y mortal ¿:.i:}Íance. He vre,s actua.ted

Ì'.il rel:¿tio:us witn r,-'oruen by a lofty id.eaiissr the.t 'diàì$ ¿,ìt utter v.."¡'i+.nee

v¡itir the fu:rd.a;rieirbnl fact$ of human r.ati.ire; eL:rd- i:is inevita&le d.isillusionrnent

spe3lei. tragedry fo:' the wonerr fov i¡¡ho¡n he conceiverl e noql-affinit¡r"
[The Ii'/j"tch of ,A'ti¿lsfr exto]rj the i:e¿..uty of free love; lvirich rvas,

I

as Sl:el]ey eoncoived it, ?iealLtiful in its enti:'e encs.pe fr'<;rn reatlityu

d.epicLing as it d.id youtirful pa.ssion untrr;,n,me]1ed. by the resty*.iy:ts of

circuro$tlnceu îo him¡ ';he naturei.l passion essential to 'b1re prcpagation of

bhe h.r'uran :rû.c€ rJatì a.11 in all, the lier¿Id. cf the Gold-en "',ge; but he did. not

rs¿r,]ize it for'¡ri*i.at it ,u:,*?"su the eq-ai:,lly necessery cliscipline of this '

paøøiOn lvas iO hiln t¡r1'¿v1ny, malign ilnc]- irr¿itionelo trliio'b e¡¡en the intercou?Êe '

of the selJesrrr, he r-;r'ote, rfi$ exeml:t fro¡s tile Cespotiom of posltive institutionstf¡
.: 

" 
(l5l

(f ¡ CluLton, ilroch Ä. * il$helley, ihe \len end. tiie Ïoettt, - p.ZE6.

(å) InË,ceü, Roger * ttÍhe l,etters cf Ï"8. '$iLe]leyrr. - p;116?

{5} !,Tooclbeiryu 0.rï. - tt,ïÌrel}eyts Ïoetieel -îiorkørr - p"550.
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l{e d.ec}eyed that lar,v, in lrretend.ing: to controi end. d.iscipline passion,

served. :nerely to wither lo'/eo r,¡h.ile it iirdncerl irypocrisye

Shel-ley deci.arecl tlia.t love ¡;hcuLd be free;.thet latitqd-e in

tire marria$è bond lvs.s essential., as the hune*r nind is too variable to

hol.cl constancy bo æry onè vüolrãn., fhe result of the estabLished, systemu

he eoritend.ed.u is thet ill¡rmated. peysoïls are obliged- to spend. thoi:. lives

in an atroosphere of urrlrei;Jpinese end- e.¡en of tra.gedy; their chiidren are

ilnttrsed. irt a øyøteieatic school of iII+humo::u violence, :;nd- falsehood-rrc

He s.d.vocated the roc-andr-1¡ranch abolition of the v,,'hcl"e institation of

Itarriager since choice'e.nd- ehange r'vould- thereby bo oxenrptecl. from e:'bitrary

restraintu rtOhastity", ire said-ruis a morrlish and. evangelical suLperst.ition,

e greater foe to natural ten¡perarice eveyl tiran anintellectual sensuality.

It sirilces at tLre root of all" d.onestic happiriessi and- conçigns more than

h¿úf of tire huilan raee to misery that sorne fer,; may mo:ropolizo aecord.ing to

la'w" A qvstent could. not virell ire¡¡e been d,errised more stud-iously hosti:Le

to hr¡ns:i heppiness than mar;ciagetf*' (1) .4.¡ the same tirne, he r,.le,s far

144)

fror¡l ad-rroceting proroiscuouc inl,ercourße, v.ihich, he saitl ,

facb woul"d- not necessa:rily fo11ow from.the esteblishment

of free love. fiow fa.r he waÁ remo'¡ed. from any Licentious'poizrt of view

on ihe subject of sr:::u-aL intercourse, is shovryÌ in his reviev¿ of lìoggrs

rlUlemoirs of Prince A1e4y lTeinatoff", of v'¡hich revier,v Ðowd-en $å,ys: lï-le

risesr lvith all i.he ardor of one i¡¡ho knows the sane'Lity of loven to uttey

his reprobation and lrorror of the mercÏ,anclise of sensual pleasurestfa (¿)

(1)

(ål

Ibid., - p.555.

Dorvclen, Eðward. * llPercy Bysshe $Ìrelloy"¡ p¡ Z'7g,

,)

4ù
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the paøsage referredr to is an e.tiacll n-oon some of the prece¡ts

of ihe Srincers tutor 3ruhle; ancl "5helleyts ovrr1l words are¡ ÍBut we cannoT

regard his coinnend.ation to b.is pupil to inrhlge ïn promiscuou.s concubinage

I v,iithout hopror 'Jr detd"$tationo rJhe author äLppâs,r's tc¡ d.eem the loveless

intereourse of brutal- appetite u a :renial offence againqt d.el-icacy end.

virtuel He asserts that a tr*.nsient coiureetion wÍt.h a cultivated. fem¿le

may contril¡ute to form tl:.e hear"t without essenti:;-l1y viti-ating ihe

se:rsibiliLies, Tt is our d"uty to protesi a5çairtst so pernicious anC.

clisg1:*ting a:: opinion¡ }iÍo n*.rr can arise pure from the poisonous e¡ebraees

of a prostitute, or ninless fronr the d-esol"ated. hopes of a confid,ing ireert"

',,r,Ihatevev ma"y be the clains of chastity, v¡hatever the ad-vantages cf, si4ple

and. pure affection, iheoe ties, these benefits, are of equal obl-igation to

eithev sex, Domestic reJ.ations d.epend. for their integrity upoïr e. ccnplete

reciirrccity of dutiesÍo (1i

ït seems. evident that wlrat,Snetley cbjected- to in tb.e existing

systeÌnofnnora1ity,v.lasnoti¡irrgsom.il.chasthear.bitraz"y]restre,intsÍt
\

inposecl upon ind.ivid"uel- -freeâorc. 'Strel1e-"* talked- fervid.ly o.f h¡¡pocÈis¡r e.r6,

yieei brrt rvhat reai.l.y stirred. him tc revolt r'¡es tlie tyrannie.al ne.ture of

ourr moral la¡,vs, A.hvays eroused- by ty::anny of e,ny sortu ire v,las fired. to

o:opcsiiion by thÌs pe.rticuLar'* and necr:$$å1:y, |,l:.ou-gh lie d-id not see the.t.-

forrri of social cãarisrn" "B.eligion end moraiity", he said., tfas they nov,l

stand-o conlpo$e a prectical cod.e of niisery end- se¡vitud.err. (2) This'is hiç
,1.

u.ltirlate ancJ. most *cathiirg arraigtrrnen'u of the syat,em. 
:

\Yithin Sl:.e11ey theile,bu-rned. a hetred. of the fleoir as inteirse as

bhat cf e.rry puritat:; bu-t unl-ilte a purita.n, he chose rather to igr:ore the

(1) Íihelleyts Revierv of Iio3!'rs iti*erroirs of llrince .{le:ry' ll:iroatoff ,

lh.rblications of blre Shelley Society.

(å) rïood.berrye G.oltro * liSlrelleyrs ?oetical iÏorksf - p.S54"
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flesh than to mortify it" Love was to him mràre,,divin6 than ne'o'aYa,I,

tt .'e,n lt'ispLï,i.tro:1 uirich 1:roiluced- chilctren ¿s ni¿sic ancl poet:y ûrl:e prcd-rr-eed."" (1)

It es.ri¡rot be denieü tiis.t ihis is u i¡eautlfui coircepticn, i'-rortiry the mi.nd. of
\

a poeti it ,,vi1L i:e saicì., howêr¡er, bhat it is viaiona.ry end- rinreasonahle"

Tt is o::lly so beeariço it i.$ proþI.etic of s. ¡roi:ler conúitlon of bein3, far

beyoncl tir.e ordi'¡:.ary mcrta,ls of the aust, *rd-uùrich only the soaring

lnaginuLtion of a 1-roet r'¡ould envision on ee.rth. Hhe).3.ey v¡s.s eruare t,hs.t

pes.: sion jrrust iJe i:rod.uc'Li,re of results, e.nd ìre tirerefore d.ecid.ect tlnEt in

tne pe:rfection of its stete'it rvould. be r,viiircut resaltø, ccm!letê1¡r s¡utitu.
j.

1this is the'rrurden of ]iis -theme in ÍE]:ipsycirid,iontf r, lvh$ch is just sueh

enother ertcüpe frorn reslity ao tire fnrther¡ìr.tÐ cf the d-octrine of free

love by i;he Tiitch of Atlas, ttEpips;'s¡rid.ionfr is thus å pure exerciÍje of

fe,ncy - a fLight of tlie iirragirraa;ion, or a statetnent of bhe poetts a.bstract

ccriceptions of l"o'uen It r;sas e resti:ïrs of Sirelleyrs abstract philosopirical

;orinciples, tLre voiee of his herroephroditie 6ou1, The loue whicii is

eqrressed- is sexlessu almoøt femini:ie - spirit-,"ral affinity rather bh*n

se:rsuaL ettraùtion" îhe keynote of the sentimei:t of l;he poem is ernreosed.

in tire lines -
illïue ]ove in thic; C.iffers from go1d. encl elay,

ßh¿it to d"ivid-e is not to taLte a.rivtyrte

îhis is a fund.amentr.ll-y uncarne.l t¡rpe of love; for se:ruel love is never..

v;i'u.liout tire eler¡ent of sel-fisluess, 'lihich in turrr engenders jealousy.

ChiLC.lilre irr his sentinientalism, Ílirelley r','as unrepelled-o even

posi-tively attracted, by tlli'ngs io,'l:ich io the normal sêxual mind, wouid- be

(i) Clutton, Srock Ào - ügr"ulley, the 1'lan and. the Poetrr.

' /,
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\

d.isgusting and. inC"icative of perversity;

of I,eori and- Cythna. before referreð to"

of Jover his ccnfession of the plbce of

'uhe transient nature of ?ri¡ lor¡ê, a 10ve r¡riich l:sd no reai root within

Ïrimu 'nared. as it iïå"$ o-n emotions which v,¡ere lilce fitful loreezes ruffling

the sulface of *. ryood.lend. pond, ln Jrrne r irl22, he wrote concerniirg tbis

poem: rrlt is an iclealized leistory of nqr life and feelings. I think one

is ahvays izr lc.ue r,¡itir something or otirer; 1;he error - a.nd- I confeøs it is

-rrot easy for spiritc cÐsed. in fLesh and'r¡lood- to avoid- it - consis:ts 1n

seeking in e uorta.l innge the lilceness of tvhe.t is, 1:erha,os, eternslrt' (1)

lhis is thq $årne Ëêntirnent shie]: ?re l:ed- before er-pressed- poetically in

tfÀlastortt o

sucho for exailple n as the unlon

itllpipsycliidiontr is'iiis great song

love in hie ctun being¡ It shows

fiStilrsychid-icntt, hor';ever, is an

a pra.ctic'¿I ¿ffirrnetionu He said- himself:

as to reÊl ff e$ii anO blood, ycu Ii:ro'l'; that

(471

you rllght as rvell go to a gin-shop for a leg of rnuiton as ex,ceet anything. ,

humen or e¿,ìrthly froro meilo (å) Emilia rlivå,ani lves to Shel1ey, not so

r - ,-amuch arl individ-ual, as the ty¡le and. syrabol of the eterr.ral feuinine; bee,u.tifuL

',ffomenhood.o boind and. stluSgling for freed"o:n, slre arcused al-I the.t was

liberty*loving and chivalrous in iire arderrt breast of the poet" 'Ït is

ce¡tain, ho\r¡er¡ero bhat the actuaf consurnination of, the desire e4gressed in

the poem r,¡ould have seriously embarrassed. ShelLey; though we me.y be equal-ly

ceri;e.in tire.t lie woulå have seen no roo"nl op;orobriun atteched to such a

liaisonu but merely e mors.L responsibitity to prcvid"e adeo¡rateiy for jlrnili.a

and at bhe sarne titie for' hiø v¡ife Ïíary.

'(1) Ingpen, ?,oger * tl[lie iretters of P.Bn Shelleyrt" - p. 9?ð:

(PI Clutton, Brock, ê"" - 'tShelle¡', the I'Ta¿r airC" tlle Poetîf * p.226

'e

t
abstraet cleclaration rather then

er tEpi-os;vchid.iozir is a myptery;

T do i:ot deai iir those a.rticles;



Shelley was

that lie er¡er

',-.

l

whole thought behind. the poern see¡îs tc iird-ice.te tlra.tîhe

rrneonscious ;rrecept. TIe realized,. the neceËsity of _ohysie,a.l moaoga.my, but

d.esired. the spiritual stimul-us of polygarnous elnoticns, fa.iiing bo realize

tire pil,isic:.l basis of these feelingsu ú,et onjo¡ring their seirsa.tion. ll.owevê?¡

an eirtry in his jc,.irnal, in 1814, seetls to índ.ice.te a rlav,ryling coneeption in

hiru of the necessity of merrtaL and spirit'ual i..s rve1l as physic,ri. rîon-ogarrryo

Tlie eirtrtr, states ¡

ffBelvere of rveakly girring rvay to trrivial syrmathieø. Côntent

yoüL:self v¡ith. one grea,t affection - v¡lth a, single nighty hope; let the

rest of nankiird be the subjeets of ;ou-r benevcience, J¡out'gustice, and.u a,s

human beings, ,of you-r serrsibility; but, e,$ you value'.rnany hours of lreace,

never: suffer mcre than one even to ap-oroach the halLowed- cjrcle.tr (1)

$1:e11eyt-s general inorality' vras actuated.by the highest stand-ard,s.

ltrxcept in tÌrose cases r,,ürerein his ol'n: peculiar philosophy cleshecl r¡,,itb. the

acceptecl con¡entions of iile rest of h,manit¡r, his ¡noral life ivas above,

reproach. lho abuse uiricil vas ca.st u¡on hiin lvas elraost totslíy rind-eserverl-

from ai:¡r sta:rdpoint, and. absch¿te1y u:rce.11ed.-for from the point of view.of

Shelley },imself. He r,rrote to liary frclm Rr.verlnÐ.z. ttGood far more than evil

impuises, love fer more tir¡n hatred., ha.s J:eerr to rrìe, except so far es yolt

h¿.ve been tire object of it, tire sourcó of all sorts of mischiefrr. (2) Byrcn
'L

seicl to Trele.wney¡ ttÀnd-,$lielley, too, ihe best ancl- ríiost benevoLe-nt of men;

they hootecl hin oui of his country 1i1';e a rnad.-d.og, for questioning a d-ogrna.

naturali.y polyga'rnousu though it is unlilrely ln the extr.e¡ne

consid.ei'ed- irr,rtting into practice his abstract ancÌ lrraetically

(1) Clutton, frockr.À' * 'rSþe.LLeyr the Man arrd. trre Poetfr¡ .. þ.98'

(2) Rhysn Ernest - ilfhe Eøsays e.nd. ietters of ShelleyÍ * p"555.



tr{an is the sarne T'Ë.ncoroi,t$ beast not¡¡ that ire çyas from the beginningu and. if

the Ch::'ist they p:'ofess to vicrohip veapfJeff'ed., the;'v¿ould agein crucify 
\

irintr" (1)

Ribald.ry'offendecl Shelley; he vrouid. ì:e irroused., says T{oggo 'retid-

iircì.eed, more indi¡rrant than rvou-ld. appear to be eonsistent v¡ith tlie si:r3pr-Iar

milclir.ess of his netureo at a coeyse &.ncl- er,vlõ,¡a,rd- jest, especiaily if it '',

r,,,ere i:rilïrodest or u-ncfe*rnfy; in iiie l-atter case llis s.nger v¡as unbour:ded-, a.nd

his urleasiness pre*emine:i.trf e {å) îhis sort of thing v¿as ebhorrent tc $hel-leyrs

?latonic eoul; he refeprecl at one iine to ttobseenitSr, r¡lhieli is ever b1^asphen6r

e.gainst tiie d-ivine beaut.v in lifetr" (5) ÏIe sta,ted-o'egain, that one of the

greeteot d.istinetions'tietr.,reen the constitutions of encient Sreece end tl:.ose of

niod-ern Europe is the difference in regulationn eincl- sentiments conceniing

seìlrr-1aL i:r.l,cz'course. Sjris ad.ve.r:.ce he rlttributeei- to tjre level.iing d-octrines of

Jesus Clrrist, \o the influence of chivalryr'or tc tire nrltural disparity bet\.veen

Celt a,nci Greex. ïn thiCI eirera:istance, anö- in the ¿r.bcJ-il,ioil of slavetyr lru

coilsi.deïecI that the rnodern Huropeans h¿¡d- irri..d-e.am ad-vence ovêr the GreeTcø 3reater

than in a:ry other respect, llliiLe he was a d,etermitred- advocate o:i incl-ividual
3.n

liberiy snC, freed.om of choj-ce *nd. action, ire ivas equally d.eiertnined. opponent of

licensen rlSobriety of ¡nind. a"nd- bod¡irr, he said., "i$ neûesser)r to tlrose i',,h.c

\*¡or¿ld- be free; bec:.use, without sobrietyo e hi¿'h $onse of philantirropy cannot

ectua.te iho heart, äor coof ancl cletermined- cour;+ge execute its d.ici,etesrru (4)-

, $ì:e-'l-le¡i ,¡',.s,s hirrrself the vel:y ernbodiment of unselfishness a;:td-

genercsity" ïIis Ìriographers eibe :rulnberless instances of 'çhe abs'olutely self-

lL) frela,¡rne:r¡u ltr"Jn - Itfiecollections of the I-,nsb Ðr¿is cf 11 z'on tc STieileytt p"65.
(ei Dowden, Éclu'arû * Itlercy Bysshe Sirelley'r - p.36.
ig) F.iryo, llynest, - ,trTlssays e"nd" Lettei";r o'f Sheile¿irl * p.1B
(4) 3bid, - $"Ð85. :

(4e l



(50 i

ab:regatgry philanthropy of the poet; er.,i.l indeeC" iris 1Ífe is a model of

Chris',,isn self-$acrifide in t}rc interesLs of others" 
. 
He liveti- himself

in conitarative ooverty while :iraintaining financially men like Ciodv¡in a¡.d
/

l1upt, eniì- exerting hisr po$/ers to the ritmost in tTieir beli¿rJf . Ttrhile he

lived- at trernadoc, he oceupied hinself continu¿"lly lvith philenthrcp,t- enong

the poor of tirat ri-istrict; end tìre inpoverisirod- lace-makers of L!e.r1ow v¡ere

relieved. in thei::'C,istress by iris beneficenee. îjrere is a stery or. *"cord.

of Sirelleyrs i.rrrivi.ng home one d.ey shoeless, hariiir$ given hio sl:oec to an

old- t-Ísn r,vho lacked footgear" îhis is en ind.ication of tiie Î;oirit'¡{tich
Shelley bore throu.ghout the'r.r'orlcl, e.nd- of the greatness of his lleert. "

Slrelley took a ver.y broad. vlew of phi-l"entlrropy. 'Ihe d.istjnetion

bet'"'¡een the selfish ¡ri-C-. the virtuons roarr, he said, lies in the fact that

the ime.gination of tire lattef is rnueh les; circumscribecl than the,t, of the

forner. Selfishness foliot¡s froni. ignoråincê; the chi,ld-rs i.eek of sympethy

for others in nai:r is e reçul t of h.is ov¡n igriora.nce, rather tÌr¿:.n of his

laelr of sensibility" ÐisinterestedTress is natural tc hr:m¿n.beingso he

corrlcLu.ded; e.nd. in this fact lies t?re ex-o1a.na'',ion of the pofirer v,;r';ich love

exevcises over tire hume¡r heart" Às a result of his consid"eration cf virtue
1

in hu-inenltyn Shelley reeched" the eonelusion th.et i:ia,n is capabi-e of d.esirlng

e.rd ,¡rursuing good- fcr iis oiryTÌ sålcec

individ.;Lal zretirre; aird he nel¡err'in his b¡"ief spazi of life, coneeived. of

ar{; other i.mpulse within,?rir¡self except that viil." A-ñi.retites end. ir:siincts

to, him were r,il1, and- thereÍore spiritual; he ther.efore ignored., as

totally non-existent, the animal that rvas irr him - ai'r,?r.lugh ¡:erhaps in

lesser d.e$ree ; in coninon r,'¡ith othet' rnen" [he pas.sion of ].ove he transl+,ted

ir:,to a passion for a higher cond-ition, and. e.ny hindrnnce to this love-paçsion,:.

$Ìre11e;' consi<i-ered v¡ill to be tl:.e omni.potenb force in ïhe
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v'¡es to hiil a hLnd-ra:rce to his echieviirg a nc'bler conditicn of being;

:rnd, l'¿as hence t;yrannous and. restrictive" The esseni;ial confLict between our

appetibes ¿;nd. the conùitio::.s of our being, he realized-; but he attqibuted

tiris conflict to sorìe sxternal. tyrannou-s foreo. [iris fal].acious coneeption

erplains hj.s rebelLion r.gainst e:.isting institu-tions, inelud-ing that of

narriage, r,n'hicii he considerecl åF restri.ctive of the free exercise of vri.l.l ,
llt '

and. h.ence of progr,ess to a higher plene of hu:nanity"

Shelley mad.e joy the teci of tlre d.istinction betr'¡een riqht

anti. v,,rong" îhis would- be all tu"5, ou*11 in an id-eal stete; but in eri

iirrperfect worlcl of ilrperfect',:eingsu joV is a ilerilous c::Ìterion, even

fo:: rien r,iitÏ. sou"l.s es eleveted a$ !i¡s,Ë Shelley?s eftove grossneso n":rd

c:rueltyo Tire true test of the distinciion betr,veen goocl and- bad. pleaoures

is o'r-r lviilo t¡hich nust be d-isciplined for the terting¡ e.nd. to this
6'##& Shelley would not consent. Resrilts ïnea¡.t notlring to himu foi

ire co;rsid.ered them to be the fsi¡It of circwnste.nces, enCr not of the

a,etion itself " To quote Clutton-Broc?,:¡ 'tYet, it rriight be se.id- of .hin,

e6 it was seld. of someone èlse,'chat he vas'boru too good ever to become

a saint" lie Ì:aC a facility'in virtue Ij-lce tlie facility of RapJ:ael in
t

arb; and- thore tïere more"l iLen¿lers in ihat faci.litytt, (l)

(1) Cluttcn-Sroclcu À. - tt3]re11ey, i;Ìre ir,lan and- the Poe'brt¡
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Dissatisfaction v¡ith things e,s ti:-ey are is aa'elmost inevite,bLe

aecoi:r¡re.nirnent of ihe ;:oetlc neture i f oy the vei.rlting fancy of tire poet

sees afa¡' the ûivino boar.Lty of per.fection, :;¡hile his irighLy sensilbized.

aesthetic faculties naEnify a hundred.foid- to hirn the ugliness and squelor

engend-ered by the irnperfecticn of his envirovunent, Thus 1t is the.t every

truly g::eat social oï'econoïiiic movenont has i1;s 1:oetic expression; a,nd.

that alniost cateclysruie i:o11tical- uirheaval, the French RevolutioÍt, wa$

girren voiee in 3ng-ia,nil by the lornantic $chool of poet$¡ ¡tomg nien r¿ho

iouaht to sl:a'cte:: ¿:nd- eest off ti:e o1d outworn mouLcls of thouglrtn and

to erect â, ne$/'sod.e of behevious in the rel¿tions of man with me::.

As the Freneh Revoluiion spent itself in unrestrained- passionu

howeve¡'o a.nd. C,egenerated- iitto nisery a.nd- oppr"ession but l-itttre rerno.¡ed.

fron the ccnd.itions of the -A,rcien Regime, t-i:e ccrresponcling reaction

folLowed- in $ngland., r,"rith tlie result thab fo¡mer rad-ioe.ls ånong the ircetso

liice 1;iord-sr'¿o:"th end, Southey, grr:vitated. tor'¡erd.s conservetism; and- the

6åJÍe resi-rút abtencled in the realm of politics. llhus it rvaso that'.vhen

$ÏreIley årjpeered. before the! ïtrng1ish.oeoi:le, he stood- e,lmost al-one in his

denunciation of e:listing cond.jtiot'rs, cond.itiorrs ll-hich of themsolveø eried.

aloud. fo:: consid"eration s:rd- re'fcrfl" The Prince Rege-n1; l,,ras s1:êzrd-ing rccney

extrava¿antly, vrhile the rnas$eÊ e:cisted. in ihe most grincling; penury. fhe \

nren tc'lvironr the d.estinies of the ns.tion rvere entrusted. lvere too nuc?r absorbed-

in tlreir. game of politics to tlrink cf at'oempting reform in the inte-rest of

the pocr; and e.rry r.¡hc raised. liis voice in protest ai; this iniquitor.rs eond,itíon

of tirings rvas d-ecrieå as ar revolutionary and- jacobin" Slrelley was stiEmatized

_0þe;B!aï IT - Sgcial_ÐAc;b¡lnes"

(5P)
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ao a.d.estructive rad.ical 'beca;use of ,such uttera-¡rces ¿s this: fr$hey may

feed. and riot, and. sin to the ll,st momeat; the gros.n$ of the lviletenea nrry
I

pess urrireeded. tiI1 the la.te¡;t noment of this infanrous revelry * tilj- the

storm burst upon them, ånd- the oppressecL i;ake ruinous vengeance upoi: the,

oppressorsr, (1) but he v¡as not inciting aetion toward-s sueh e catestropher

Rather lvas he poii:ting out its iruminence in viev¡ of the existing politieaL

state of the countrnr" îhe exe.mplq of tlre Fre:nch Revolution had- litg.e

influence in eonducting hiro to conservatism, for he saw beyond. fi:e surfaee

of the apparent d.ebacLe on the Continent" In liis"preface to rr0he P,evolt of

Isle¡rft he said.¡ trîhe ysanic '¡hich¡ llke en e-pid.ernic trans;c'ort, seizeC. upo-n

a]I men d'uririg the excesses consequent upon the French RevoLution, is

graduelly giving v,ray to sanity. It lrss ceased. to be believed. that "¡¡h.ole

generations of rlarrl'-ind- ought to coitsigtr themselves to a bopelesc inheritanee

of ignoïance,tnd- misqryn because a nation of men rviro had- been d:upes a.nd

slaves for centuries v'lere incepa.bl-e of conclueting tliernseLves with the

r¡,'isd-om and tranquillity of freemerl so ,Êooïl as $ome of tlieir fetters were

partially l-oosened.tr. (2) Shelley v¿as in ed.vance of lj-s time in thio resl:eet,

that his perspective 1¡Jås not distorted. by fea.r of a recurreilce in England.

of the Frencir Reign cf lemor'. ',{hile he d.epl-ored. the excesses of the Freneh

Revolution, he saw tjren âs å, result of the sÐre cau.rJe$ tc ivhich the l.ead.ers

of the movement ovæd.'bheir other niseries a:nd- i'rristskeo; arrd. Ï¡.e consiclered the

ficence end. unrestrairit v¡h-ich follor¡¡ed. es tred-ditionai;oroof of the need. for
I

ihat long-d-elayed ch:-nge u¡hich t.hey a.ccomperiied,and, d-isgråcecltro (5)

(1)

(å)

(s)

Ciuttoír*Brock,.å-. * trshelleyr ti're l'ia.n and the Lloettt - pn50"

Woodberqye GoE. * rrshelleyts Poebicäl Workstrn p.116.

Shelley¡ P"B. - ItÏthiloso.ohical Tierv of Reforrurr - p.1?.



$.t tÌle sa¿ne tj:ne, ShelLey sarrr clear1y'chat eithoug'b. the P.e'yoLrition overthrew

no:re,,rcþu aristoct,î-cJe *rd. hieyarchv, it extinguisheC- onl-y ;,,ss¡ially the

I)i¿seioï)s that gave rise to thçse 1:errrersions of governmeÌlt; e,ird. the resuLt

l¡/l,s e retu-rn, in a. lesser degreer to the oid systenr.

Shelley'rs radicalisn r"¡ei e:çressecl in e- vioLent d-enunciation of

the tyre.trnical opor"es:sions of the past, anC, in a. strong faith in e frrture

of iiberty nlrd- ii:.nocenoe, t*iere; ¿',bserlce of 1a¡¡s rvou-lc1 r'ilal,,-e nen fit to govern

th.emseJ-v€s, h.y eneourag'iîrg 1;jls exercise of tiieiy. incì-ividual fe.culties for

good" Sirrce he thus consid.e::ed lalvs as restreining the c'Ì-eveloprnent of the

mors.l n¡,'cure of na.n?;ind-, his antegonisrlr lrs.s ;'eadil;i ¡iroused by.the rrere

exisbenco ¡f ¿'. lam or e t¡acliticn" He t¡¿s, however, as $te iLs.ve notieed,

possessecl of e, bo;vish curiosity, v,.;hich vras es inuch û. Ir¿ìrt of .his i:lÞulse as

thc s;:irit of ebs'r,y¡.ct iibe::ty r,'rhich d.rove hill io tl:e ¡,ttac2. of e:;isting

iatç bi tutions. lÏis lcve of l-ibelty 
"."iÌ. 

jusiice tïås an iä.rpersonal passion,

irnpregiiateC. e.e he tu,es.l-¿ith a vast desiye to share luil,n ¿il-l malkind. the ideaL

state he imagèd. .

$he1ley irad a lr-:ft¡, concepticn of the natuye arrd essepc€ of

politics" lrîhe most fe'c&l err:or'that ever i:e¿rpeuecì- in the v¿orl.d.l , jÌe sairl-,

ttw'es tL;.e separatioi: of ,:o1 itic'¿L e.nd. e.bhic¿:l- sciensê c o ¿ polities are moralo

eornpx'eliensively enforcedrf. ((1) Âgain he ste-.ted ÌtE:qrecliency is inad¡:rissible

in norals, Pc¡l-itieË ål'e oTilji solìtld -,,-,¡-hen CoüdUctecl. on principles Cf nO::ality;

tiLcy are, in fact, tiLe liicrsls of n¡"tionsrtr (e). Eo :.d:vised. tire Tr"ish -lcotJl.ei

rtîlie l¡,'i.s io lLiberty ilnd Ìieppiness is never to trenogyess ilie rrLle s of i¡irtue

:,r.ci jLrstice oo be calmo nild_o ctelibeysteu l,ttit--nt ",o Jio"1 Ð.re noi al_l i¡ise

aircì- gooco Yor,i rn:¿v- be at sc:rre time, and ,tiic:: Trel:no- r¡,,ill. be a.n, esrthly

1',oetr, "p.51 Npå'rad-ise"' 
(5 )

(54)

(1) p.58,



ït i.;': evii'lo::c th¿:.t Shel.ley cclicei.¡ed. of social proûTe.sË onl;r f,¡y.v-gir rrorel-

s,d.v.lne*,nent; the id-ea of ;:oiiiio: å:s I stuil¡' r:c;<r:r.;'.tr: ar.,cì iistinct fi.oi"c

üosåLs ti¡e.s tmtena-ule to ]iim¿ Tle believed- tlie.t i;T¡-e for¡nr; reguletirq; h.u-*,i;;.n

eocieì;y ll¿ti¡ö ¿:s tireir objec'L i;he i:aprrinoss of 1;l:re inc1i-¡-iriu¿r,1s constituiing

tiiat society; and the object is not mei,ely iiu;o1.riz.,.ess erijoyeci b;r tr1l"

itiiliviclu;j"s' ¿ls sencitive beingsu 'Ì:u'; tire m¿nner irr ''''Licli sucir irappine ss is

d-irbrj-buteC, ar.oilg ihern es ccciel en'uities;. äai:1;ineoe rrrod.u-ced by eoit:'ri-:.nit5r

cf efiilo-:'t, e.r:d. i:ieinbe,irred by tire corjrrÊon cale, sh.orilC- i:e äistribu.ted- 'cc-nite.bLy

ho iiiiLir,id.uais in i,.rcpcrtioir bo their ri3tr[ful elain,'; ^r*.ú ,r. ]ie iield. t]:e,t

ju-stice is a¿ elemeirtery lalv of irum¿m ri¿.ture, :::.lii i; il,c rcguic.ting foree

of beirev',ol-encÊn Itthe e-oolit;ion cf ;rerscnai s1:.vei3!t, h.€j se.i-d.o tris the b¿i,sis

of tlirl nigi:est politicel ho,r.e'ch;i'u it c;- e¡rter ilr'¿o tlie nir,ci of ynan to

cc.:cciïet?" îlc Ê11Í;enc,e of St:i1e;'rs coi:.cep'¿ion o:f t'liq fi:rction cf eociety

es organizedL in t?re Sta'¿e is e::pressecl by lessing in ttHrriesb ¿:.riir l¡-lirtt ¿s

fc11ol."s: rtÏeople ur:.ite va-tlier the]; thyoir.E}i a.a'J. in t}:is r-iLiozi evorJ¡ irrf.i.r,'iC,ual

i-nt.¡l tli* better s.nd rnole sr,.re1¡r enjoy his share o:[ welf¿re. lh.e 'cota,l of the

'i,ve1fa.v"e of all its nrernbers is the welfare of tire ste.Le; Ì:esid-e t?iis tl.rel:e is

lfori.Ê* Sver;i'other kinC. of r,r¡elf¿¡.re of iire $tate, v'ihereby inclivid.uals suffey

åutì. l:riLs'b ;uffer, is i cf o¿,k fo:' tr'ranrr¡'" iïotirinE eLsetf ¡ (f )

Sheile¿ 1s ftrnd.erileirb¡i,l posibion in r:espect cf goverriraent Ís set foyth

i'ri ?ris v¡crdrs tî[l're orri¡ use of govei'rulent is to rcipress the vices o'j] i':-iû.ïl¿ Tf

lo€[n r¡liefe todey sintresse toïooyrols ire rl¿oul¿l ?reve a rig]r'b to CLenanC. tira,t go.reriune,nt

¿rnrl- alf i';s evils, shouid. coû.$,$trn {å) i:ie cc¡nsid,ered that lalvs tencred- to rest:,e,in

tire irripuise of tlie inC"ir.iriue"l tor¿.rcis good, for itself.; a.nd- ve ha.ve sec.n the.t

jie haCL reacireC. ti:e coneLu.rsion th¿t rierr v;a',s eapai:le 0f pursuing goori- f,or its own

(55 )

{1) lessing, Gotthald" ftr}iraiirr - '?jlrnest a,nC' Fa}ltno

(21 Ri6rs, I:läest - t!üssay$ ancl letbers c¡f Shelleytf - p.õBÚo



$ü-1{e. CIhe arbitrary restraints of the man-rnad.e instituticns of l-avro trarlitioir,

arid. custor,lio diCr more to nilitete u.geinst nor¿l perfection irr ln¡l¿xrity then

arqr inherent feults roostses$ed- by npr¡ici:rd.. Iä'this advocacy o:f, tl:e eboljticn

cf goverrurent snd. tire heppy øtete of anarcl:qyn $heLleywas tire uo:r o.f ï/illj-em

Gortwino tfG-overruaentfl , se.icl Godluin, Itirr its very ne.ture eourteracts the

d"ev'e1o;oment of tire ind.i-¡ielu;:,L miud-fr" Shel]ey wrote:

llfl]re n¡ft.

0f virtuous soul corrrn¿rr:d.s not, nor clbeyso

?ov¿er, i.ihe a d-esolatin¿ pestilencen

Ïo]1u'bes whaterer it touches; e.nC. cbed-ience,

B¿ne of al} genius, virtue, freed.orn, trutTr,

Mexes sleves of n+n, ancì- of th.e hume;n fre.me

A mechanizetJ. auto¡r:etontr¿ (i) (ilO,ueen ttabtr).

ln ihe ttRevolt of Islsmrr, the poern which asserts Shelleyts faiih in the

irrevits,bility of tire leign of Reasou and" the ad-venb of the Gold.en 3ge, iaon,

the hero*poet, sacrifices hims;elf in the rroble câ.use of liberty, ancl fe.11¡;

before the ¡;oird.erouÊ aclvs.nee of tyra,nny, fTris sâme corrvictíoyr of ultimate

sociel çell.-being on ei-..rth is eq:ressed. in Shelleyts sa.¡ing: ttEvery great

::ation either has been or is or will be freeflo

T,rlrile $helle¡r objected. strenuc{.rsly.to injqstice a,1d- to a system

of irrivilege, he clid not, e.s he said, ttinsult colTroor] senÐe by inslsting o:r

th.e nn.tura3. equality of r,renrf¡ (2) So far as tiris vuas prac'Licable, he heLd.

it to be d"esirable" t}¡¿t state of sosiety'v'rhich a*oproximated" mout nee.rL;'to

en equel pi--rtition of benefits end. evils lvas to be preferred.n other things

being eque1" For froin physical irnprovernent, prod.uced. by the effort cor:s;equent

(11 lïood-berry, G.l.'. trPoetic¿-rl "rïorks o:f $he-ileyrf - þ,28n

(¿) wood-berqy.¡ Çnã" rrT)oetical \ilorks of Í]iielleutt - p'o348 Vo1. I.
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upoil lebor, thr: r'ieh a.re preclud.ecl; r.nd- froru mora.l irrrprovement, to rvhich

leisure is essential-, tire ;ooor å.re d.eherred" Shelley said.: rtÀ.state -,,'hich

sh.ou-Ld conibine the ad-vantages of both wou-ld" be subjected to the evils of

neitherrf , (1i Further, iltlre first principle of poiitic.s.l refcrn ie the

naturai equality of nnenrl; this, r¿e it itcted., rrct r';j.th regard to property;

liut tc rights' [fhat earie.lity of possessioir v¡]rich Jeeus Ch:'ist uo p***ionately

taught is e rooral rathor tjran ,a uolitical tr'-i:.N¡, ancì is such as social

i::stitutions cc.nïrot v;ithorit mischief inflexiirly securerr. (Êi Saintsbur.y . ,.:?

.iras sa.id- that Shelley wculd. have trirned. baekwerd. ttre l',ûrole r.vheel of societyoíi

lvitl:.out regald- to the ruin he might s¡r.use by thie action; but tlie word.s of

tire poet vr.hicli have lpeen qucted. r'¡ou-ld. Ëeena to inclicate th¿.t he was nossessed

of a "rery fair conceptio:r of the rights of vested. interestsn rlhe equa,r,ity

of possessions r,v'l:.ose existcnce he clenied., ire recogaized. es one of 'cire ul-iirnate

att¿iru,rents of civiiization * en attairurer:L! torvard-s l,r-hich it js the duty of

mankincl to strive, but'¡Írich in the present cond.ition of human nature Ìs

irnpossi'Lrle of iryrned.iate reaiizetj"on. ile hated. iner¿uality - ttliiitles are

tinsel, powsr s, corruptor, glorye bu.bble, and exsessivo vreelth a libel on its

¡rossÊesoril¡ (õ) - but aÈ ihe same tiire lre saw the futility cf any attençt at

revoluticn of tl:e social ord.er'

. $irelley rj7ås sa.tisfiedr'holvever, that rrlan hes pïcgre$secl etead-iI;.-

iir respect of equality" îhe growth of justiceo he saw, hacl lessened

inequalityn,-a.^nd- justiee i:r turn haC. been engendereil- by ti;.e'spreed. of the.t

u:riverseL:a:o.,viedge r¡]rieh ire c¡nsid.ered to be the pans.cea of tïre sociaL

ills of the l'¡ov1d." Clrrist e:rd-e¿vored. to e¿ply in practice iiis;r;rinciple of

(1) Ibid. - p.S49,

(2) Shelleye P.3" r rtïililosopliical ïierv of Refcrn:fl - p.?0

{õ} 3.irys, llrirest - ÍEsÊiays ancl letters of $helieytr - p.õ8S.
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strict ent absol"uie oquality; but encient ;oreced-ent und. tradltion trÍ,umphed.

r¡veÍ tire tránsitory glovr of eni;l:uçiasm eroused- by bhe precepts cf the

grea'b Refomeru amd- iÌre systern fatled.; since in its natu.re equlrlity rmlst

result frc:n rather tiren precede nors.l irn¡2rovement i:¿ soeietyi' Tj:re

rl.urneroüs atterrrpts et tlie eståblisliipent of eo*üaiity, horirre'v'er,, ha.ve in spite

of tlieir'failu-re renainecl ås Ìiron'ri-rrents to may,k tl,:.e ad.vänee of truth and

jus'liceo Rousseeu held. ihat equ.aliby e,ilolrg rne-nkind. coaid be sec.u:i:ec| by a

reversi¡i:. c.,f society to e, -p:"iniiir¡e state. lt rves hj-s theory fhat

c-iviLization had- e:rgend.ered lneqrial-it;r sn6. pr.lviLege; the.t civilizabior-r yuå"s

clegene:raii<ln, a.ncl, tirat oar conccS Lioü of lrogrrissiol: vras iir reaiit¡i ret::o-

gressiiciro Siteiley seouted. tiiis Lireoro , tûic}-r is in its n¡.tür:,e cscer-tis.11.;i

lleils-t:ill [ji,].cc ]te d-ecla]'ed¡ tr]ìotl:ing is ¡roreob.¡iously false tl:.¡.ri iilai t,he

r:enedy fcr ihe ineqû¿lit; Ðr:ìcn;j uierr ro:rsicts i:: their rct,;rir to ii:.e

coird.itiort c;f $åvâges anC. ïeâ.stt] e e o Uireivilized. r¡s.n is itie most perni cjous

¡.:.i:rL miser'¿.ble of beings, ,,":.d tlr¿.t viclenee and- irrjusi;ice i,,hich aro'uhe

genuine i-ici.ica'r,iorr of , real i:re qi;;1L ii;,, obtlrin iir il're societ¡ of thr:Ëe bei.ngs

viii¡ont pa,lli¡]tioí:tfr, (i) oiris is a constructivc Éuï-r,3i-rtioir, eiirboc.y i,ri1;

as it ùoes tlie id.e.: of pez'fec'cioir in ¿ future, aui- nct in a b;rgo:ie, coird,i.tion,

e,ricl,i::.oc1i:,i:r.ii:,3tk'e.¡';ossitiliityol1,r,jiel,tte'i:i:rientofsocia1perfecticrLt1rrough

the .ip1i1.ic¿r.tior: cf tne Golcrr¡n.R,urlo. Tt i,r j-nteres-bing tb:iote tii¿:t -<helley

sonsid-ered. tli¡;t å pit',J'fcund.ed" on.$ir¿rirespeei'ets rtfi¡nolr of .iitfien$rt v',oulçl he e,n. , ,:

e:ccellenb mod-e of diseussing 0r1r'preËent social i;nc- politice,i. evils dramaticellye

a,nrl. of Ccsc¿nting upoir tirenr

Ib is in frQ,ussn liÐ,bil tha.t Shelleyîs revoiution*ry principles ere

nost f.Lr1ly ,ret fortii" Thia iroe:n iv¿s l:isrf,uveni).e ccnfession of fai'r;hrr; an.d

thol,gir nairy cf its a.oc'urines were

(i) ligrs, E-r:nest - n5soayo ¿inri. J,ette::s of Sh.eLleyrr - p, i0?

1]fl 'rlle coi.irse of tirne mod.ified., e.nd rnany



al¡soluie1y-reclnte* by their srithorn it remains¡ i:r ibs lroint of vievr

enci fu.nd.¿tcental r'easoni.ng, tl faii;irful transcr'l;ot of tiie ty.ue $heiley as

Ïrs v¡as for the greater pert of Ìiis brief 
"Ðxistenceo' tría.rry of the facts from whicti $helley drev¡ iris generalizatio-i:s

in trf{uee:r T,[&brt \-¡ere ecl'¡a.nc,ed. by tlæ French r¡.ryi,uer volr.rey in his rt$es

Ruinesñ¡ Botli rnen consid-eved. ltings es Iu:¡ürious d-esirots, v,iho usurped.

tl¿eir ilo\ìüev tirro';gh the exorcise of lvrong and- ollrrression., ancr- 1no 1ive¿

errtirely e.bo're enå apart from the r,velfare of their subjeets. lhe stability i

of 'ciieir ¿rosiiion is ma,intained, Shelley sa.id¡ 'tilr ¡1ri.n?s cleep, ulbettered"

r,"¡oetf¡ Ïn other wordg, ruolrârct'u "oi* aird- nai¡itain tl.rernsel-ves bJ, r'eason of

the ignorance of tirose be:reath them, v¡hom it is in tlieir iniorest tc keeS:

ilr s, siete of d-el¡aseilent" On the other hand-u the oligarcqr of t?re rno::Lied

cI¿ssesu which u$es monarcl1y only as trtire s'cring v,¡hich ties ihe lobberts

bu:rcÌIr¡fl, is u:uch lesË Loro,,ering to tlie d.ignity of jr-u¡nen nature t¡an is
absoiute monarc}4r; but it is a ce.use of ccrresponclingly greaier su-ffering

to ti:e peoplo

ttlro¡uetiieus Unbou:rd-fto G'reel; in ad.ov:unei'Lt and, irnagery, ie revcJrrtionary.

and. rnos'.ern in its essential spirit. ït is the problem of ltQueep liebr over

agaln, transcend.entally beeutifieù, wilh fihelleyrs fLe.sjriirg poetry. at j.ts

supreine ireigtÏb' l-¡r the Doem, jupiter is [yranny, the priests and- kirgs

of rrQueen Trïabf; sei uç hy the imma:r minrj., åË psrsonified. in.prometireree , be

iinned.iately enchains the pov,Iêr' i,r¡ r.'¡hich he ol,rcs his supreïcecy, -ree.liz¡ng

that the ioo g'reat freedom anú enlightenmont .t n*orn thou-g?rt would. result

inevltab&¡r in his ov¡:Il ovêìithrot¡, lÏere again is the Volney-,5he3"1ey theory

cf tlie nature of mcnerciry, as existing by the consent of tiie me.sses, s,,h.ose

consent in tu-rn iq obtained. end. ::ete.ined tlr.rou-g'h tiie 5-gnorence engend"ered
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snd. susteined. in them by the rulers. [lre Tlo].ireuh-filieiley conception of

Necessity.¿.s the motive force of ihe u.:ri*¡e:'se is here ce.r'::ierl- fori,.'l.rd in

tire overthrov¡ of Jupiier by }Tecessity as Demogorgon. Prometireuø, es

Itankind", posse$É.es 'blie seeret rvhieh emasculates Ju1:iter; but it is only in

the fukiess of Limer,tirrough tiLe operatioris of ftthe und.er¡1,41¡1e necessity

that is in the universerrr that the tov¡er of oi:pressiori is overthrov,¡n, rlhis

is Fjhelleyts prophecy of f'uture freed.om fo.r humanityu Tilith t;rranrry caot
t¿

d.o.,*m, the -old.e:r Age arrivea; årld- Pro¡netheus arnd. Asiao tlie spiritual

representati<¡ir of id.e¿l love in rnan ¿iic1 nebure, are u:iited, tî;14.n v;ith

ch.angeless nature ccalescingrtt when the tyrannic ..Lr:ne¡r l-¿..ws l,*¡Ïiich seperated

them,xre str'Íe,ot Ð.v'/årJfo Às in itQuee:: lïe,btr, T,ove reigns in a world. of he'ppy

anarc?r¡¡, l¡'lhere the ind-ivid.ual lives untranrnelled,

rf$ceptreleøs, free, uncircr:mseribed., but n:e,n;

Fqual, unclessecl, tribeless, e.iid nationless¡

Exern¿:t from la.wo worshi¡,,, rlegree; the king

Over himself , justo gentle, wisenr

trllre Lïes1i of furarciryl! displaysu with. tjre d-efiniteness inposed. by

the lirnita.tions of reality, the id-eal of menrs 1¡ettelî i-ifeo ivhic.h seerns at

tires so far-off and visiona-ry in trlrornetheus Unborxrdrr. Shelleyo aroused

by tire tfni*nchester.lîassaca'etf , saw in it the comnencenent of a series of

events l-il;e those r¡¡'hich 1ef up to the Freirch Revoiution; ¿:.nd he'went forth,

liiie tlie chempion of the oppressed. that he lrcis, to break a la¡ice in the

cau-se of the industrlous poor, v¡ith v.irom his s¡ruopathios a1ï/8,yË resided.. He

coonuujled. i:eaceful opposition on tiie part of ihe victims of tyrr=..nnyu and.

eclviserl tirat theyi should, beer v¡itir ce.1n fortitude and- resolution the nower

of oppression, whicïr v¡ouLcl erpend. itself on paesive resistance end go clo1.vn in

ruino At no time d.oeç Sheliey cond.one ihe u.se of fovce or of la.rvlessness
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even in the, interest of freed.om, but edrnonishes the op1:ressed."to reteln as

tl,eir shieid. a.nd- clefonce t].e larl,s of England:

rtßhe oId. laws of Þng,Land. - they

Whose reverenrr. head.s li'ibh e,g* az,e grey,

Clril.ci.ren of a v¡iser clay l

,{.yrd. rvirose solenrr voice nust be

f,hine ol'..ir ebiro - Libertyrr*

0hese seirtirnents souiltl Litt}e like the utterances of .the heacLstrong revolutionery

thab Si:.elloy was po1:ularly supposed to be; but ihey ere coi..sj.sterlb vrith aLL

his ilatBrer åicta on social cond.itionso with his y'outhful acldresses tö t.Lre

lrish gecpLen er:c1 with the rtlro;oosal fcr îuttÌng ?,efono to th.e Votett, the

prcd"uct of Ïris ripened. jud.grrentr

Shelley rnaintained. bhat rvirile lver ile.), be necessary in tiresiso

it is in practice â, thing'of horror and- tyre.nnyo prod.uctive of no good,,

a^rrd, prollfic of anguish end. sorvow to the unfortunete instrr¡nentri of j.ts

bei:4.6; while those resl:ozrsible for its origin and- contj.nue,nce lcil::in safe

nnd u-runolested, Even in tlie cause cf justice and freed.on Sirelley lvould

not eounte:::ãnce the id-ee. cf lverfere" rrÎo emgloy ruu-rc)-er es a ïneans of ju-stieê",

ire sa"id., Itis an id,ea r'¡hicLr e. nl.s:r of en.Ligl:.teneri- niind. v¡il1 not dlvell -r'ipon

,å ruitir c1e=.slirerro (1) tIe s.qw in r','aro 'besid-es its iirjustice and. inllalanit¡ru

e terrific 'r¡este of forces rvl.ich rnig'ht be tr.rrned tow'ard.o fu"rthering tho

acirieve:ilerrt of social îrelf¿1,re i'¡l tj:.e worlds rrlf all- ihe thought r,,,'tich had

been ex¡rend.erl or the construs-t,ion of erigines of agony e.nC. C.eath - the' mod.es

of a,ggressicn. and. d-efenee, t?;.e re.ining of armies, and.'rire ercclu-ireilent of those

erts of tyralny e-nti. falsel:rùod. r,,;ith.out ulhich mixed- govelnnleïlts cou-icl üeither

be ied- nor govel'ned- * had. been ern-oloyed to protnote t'i;c Lrue rvelfere e.z:tì.

e:r-ue1ci. tbe rea.1 ençire of man, Ïrov¡ cl-iffer"ent u,ould. heve been the ¡;resent

(1) ïlood.lrerry¡ G.Ec * rfPpetical Í/orks of Shelleytt - p'342.
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situetfcn of lnrrus¡r societ¡rt" (Ð) -

Okre taki:ag of life i:r any foril r¿vgs ¿in ü,cÌ;ioü ebho:rrent to She11e;¡rs

'l:elief in t;ie ri¿ht of tlie, incrir-irJ.u-:,1 to ilfe. AccorrLing to his ci'irr

prono[núeii:ento t]re *.boli.tion of ca=li'cal j:rulishnent was i:r the front rank

of tl:c soeie,i reforms $.c-'1-'¡cceted. by him, [he theo::y 1?e.5 prima facie fritile,

l're lield., beceuse, since ve linor;',¡ nothing of tlre natrire of d-eath oz'of the

efte:: .Life, rÌre &re urLa'r.¡Ie 'r,o s¿;, tnethei' ðe¿tl:. be punisr¡r..cnt ür ::e1,i3,-.r:d-, or

:'nerel;v negation. Á.b an; r:.l;e, '".ieiued- es rîere puril.shniont, the Cee.th.?e:rålty

wzs o ?r€ coniiCrered^, Ìlrarbe,rous ¿:ü:,cl- o-r-i-ti*¡orn. tllt is suff-Lcie.r.ily cl-eer tÏ:at

rever]ge, ret'jì1 iation, atoner,]ilnt u e:.:.r;i.r.tl-.r:r, ,i.re ru-l-es ¡.nd ¡ilotivsse Fo fe.r

frcr¡ d.ese:r't¡in.8 e. rolEice i,: ;:.i¡y cirligl]tered sùsten cf i:of iticril 1ife, the"t

tire; r;"e 'l;he chief solLrc€-3î of ¿l prod-igiorls class o:f mis*r'ies ir t}:e donrestie

clrclos r-rf society". (?)

Sheiley clei;.ou-nced. furr:hor ilæ f,u-tility o'f cr¿ribel p'ulirlu,:ent

consicl-e¡,'ed. a.s a detc:r'::e::lt" .4. gtlong:-inii,cl.ecì. m:.il ,;ttit -i;o d-ea.bli fcr slr.ch 8'

c:'içie e.s h;igir ti:ees,:nr ccu1d" i,ri¡.lre t?-eath ai:p'*er e heroic evrd-'t¡û'l;r;1fu"1

tiringg atril bi:t: i',,.1:1,titl:iri-e , ;ti:::.'ed- to ô,yrlpai bhy arrd. acì::lir'¿iicn, vcuicl

enteri;i..itr rro fear cf deatlro if i:: ti,e process tlL.ey n:ig'ht excite ;u-c:i

rri-ljL1'bioïis in bhe bosor,is of otÌrer*: î$ th.eä¡ tïrernselveri etpeïionced on this

occesiono {!J}ie 1e.',',' is thus rveû,lfèÍred. by losing thi:;t syroi:e.'bþy 'rii:ieh is
!

ïièces$å:t:¡i bo i"bs r:reinLene-nee enC- ì)ï'ogïeiis, Fur..Ll:ei", ter'$criti enii-oi¡ecl" uitir

rì, goíàr$enirass oi: spirit sufficj.ent ir¡ i'n¿-"ke rnuz'der', ri'.pe, au.d- plund.er ectionp

ccírrorr to ther-nu are ipsr: facLo ;.'er.iclered- inserisi-i:1¿ 'i;o tl:ie teÍ'ror ot' p8.iri

itssocj-abed riiih d-eath' fhus, r','irile perforning no u-sefu-l furrction on

bel:",}f of lrr.lri¿rú';y, ca1;ital pnuisil,elt confiyms a.Ii- bhe ilh-u¡l'ln e¡rcl

'cuis,oçi¿r1 ilçulses of ,ner:n tffi:e i.aeanest vrei;r:lr is ir:.preused- r.';ith a sense of

( 6f;)

his or¡¡n cornpar*.tive me:.i'b" TIe is oi.:.e cf

(1 ) H.iru, ; , Trnc st * 'lEss:y$ atrii lettels
(¿)rt1r,ntr

l,hose o:ii ".,,1iotll

cf Snelleytt -
ilIt

b?ie tor,ve¡: o:f $i1oe¡¿
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fell rrot - ire is sucb e orrie å.$ .îesus C¡',r,ist fo"ürd noi; iri ell S*ma,ria,

trìr0, iri jiis cr'jn s;oiii, 'i;liro",vs tile first s'i;cne ¿',t ijle '\,r'omr.n t¿.lie:r j.::

¿rt",;Llte:'Jrf* (I)

i:,e11e-¡- follol'vecì- I,ocko in his conce;ition of ¡iover':r-n:ent by

eOil."';è:tite ï-Ie d-ecle,rue. tUr,..t .govêrrl.rfle1.1.i, ji¿is rig,.r.r1,s cnl-¡r $g f¿l,r .:.e j-t

ü:çpressÊ$ ihe voice of tlle ¿reople by rvhose cc.rnseil.t it existso In itself
it Ìi"r-s r:o rigitts, liirrce it i:: r'.cIe';a'Led- 'ry i-n'J-ivid-u-.ì,Le fcr tr]:e ,)Lìji!ose

of *eeuring t}';eir oï,ry: ri¿jlts, îhese a::'e liberty";:nd. an eo,r,re.l s¡e.re in

ne.tur¡.} resû?-vceFi; a.nd. å,govörllrrlent lviiieh fail.s to;,rceu:re fcr the

peo", l-e these r"igh'l"s iaei,y by tiren 'be ,'tisoirarged. oy y,evised-, since it l:as

vioLabed. tire ierms i',nich ji:s 1;ífy i,ur¡ existenc,Jå

[hr* r'i¿ht¡ of ¿-r r:rinoriiy, i].o1'',rÊr'er, s.tloti1cì. :-rlr'''€.Js 1;e reeog.Lized-u

tirorig;ii ;:c,t so e.s to intei'fe¡'e i,¡ith üro*e cf tire rnajority. gince ¡:ie

benefit o,î the go,rerired- is'LÌie ob;ect a;rcl orÌgiir of goveï'mnent, no ret"sor-

ce?.ì.Oos$'ess author"ity rilnish ii-oes ir.ot pioeeed. from the Eol¡eï.m{iënt; and thís

fect þ::echLd-es the h;,fotiresi-p of e sueil:lcn*coï,örii.::ing bocþ rr;it}:in a

iarger or8¿rïtiu fltion' tjre nirio¡'i b¡, r;ìrcä]d. therefcre 'i,¡iì;li.i',r.aw frc;i":.i i?re

state Erld. foyrc. a go..¡e:i:É"rrì 
"*"ur.d"irig 

to iheir ori,rn ïo,cio.::rs" This is

esse:rtiåt to the veli-ire i:;.g of society; fcr ¡,1L1 c;f its r¡ eicl:ers shcu-ld.

be¿:r.:,n eo;ual slLare in tl',e benefit* ar:.d. burc1ens of governrnento A:ry

violation of tlie siate o:f society iïay ju.stify scnìe degree of soereion on

ihe viof¿.tor; r¡¡9, lr.or;erle:r, reiaiiis rig'h'úsr to tne eetent'¡hat ihe eoereion
-ile ss siiij:irt e.s irossiìrle rn¡itiri:r blle borind-s of effectivensss¡ Force enilLoyed

l,l¡heye ï'Ðåjj0i1 viLl silffiee is e sure ind.icatio:r cf r:iealr:le-qs in a steteð

i¡"t the s¿'"me tinsr no pôrßon he.s tilc r'Ìgiit cf disturbin¿1 tlie lleü,ce cf the

(i) f irl¿. * p"?O
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Ët¿1tÈ by violation of ar5r Le,vlu jusb or urrjust* He should. enrleavor to

$ec"Lure it;; repea,l , ,,"uhile :-,r.xintaining tor,veird-s it un aï;titud.e of passive'

ilcq.u-iescence during íts eteiíi'r,cnce" lt is tire rigirt :rnd- d:aty of eve:1'

citisen to thi'nlc, a.ct¡ ar:d" sirea.k freely; a:r.iì r:.0 leiv iras 'bi.ie rigfit to

forbld. tÌ:e ;or-'actice of trutlr¡ î::uth is the c'lut¡ cf :renirinil, and. tìiat , ,

i.,¡iÌieir Íu a. d-uty can nevêT be cri:linal , ivhatever il¿?r-mad-o ie.¡¡¡s ma;\r deele,re

o¡r the rubjec'b. rfCloverr:ment ca"enot mejte e lar'. Ît ci:r only lrroriou.nce

that thich v;as the law befc::e itc organization, vião, the r¡loral resul-t of

tÌre iuper"isha,ble relatio::s of ti:i-ngmit. (1)

lhis, ín brief , ir ,Shelleyts tireory of i;he oz'igin, constitirticno

evi:d. fu-¡ic'Lion of the stete. Its oi;vior-rs cn¡;.racterisiio ie 'u.ir.e qua"ntity of

den:ccracy and ilbeity'iiçlied- in tlre orge.ri.iøabion cf scciety; anC to th.et

extent, i'b i't an acl¡nirable cod.e of politics. Srit it h"s.s tlre great fe¡¡,].t of

in'i¡rr"-.cticability in rlc.ttr,'of its a;,p:cts, a1d. r.'iåis in reality arJve,rreed by

Sheiley merely e.s ¡. statement of v,,'h¿it should be, r'athec thatr of vrhat might

beo

$ireile;u posserre ecl 
, 
â. r,revy great aclmir¡.tion fcr ,l,nrcriican i:1,çtitut j ons.

I'ie d"ecfared. of trÏasiiirigto*, ttl* e v,¡arri0r an.d. statesn:an he r,.,e,s rig'liteoi1s in

aLi, he d-id., unlihe ell- i"'ho lived before or since; lie never -q¡,ed. his -¡roirier

but fo:'the benefit of his feilov¡-ereä.t'üresilo (¿) Further", h.e ir.eld up to

e,d:,riratiorr tire ccnstitution a,nd- gove:rn-raent of the United Stetes, v;hiclo

tfsuffj.ciently renote frorc iÌLe ¡.ceuracy of icì-ee.I excellerieeil, we,.i ¿te';Itscereelj¡

less ,reniote frcn il'ie i:rsol"ent azrd cont¡niriatiirE ì;yra..nr:.ies rrnder vu?tiei-r, with

some limitaiionr of ihe ierm ¿is regerd.s fn¿land, Eulrope groanocl at the neriod

(i) Rq,ls, Irnest * trllssa5"s s.nd. iette::s of $irelleyrt - p'38P.

(el 
, 

Srref fêy-e P. 3o flhilosopiiic¿1 Tiev¡ cf ReformÍ - p.Iå"



of,;hee-l-:.ccessfu1::ebe11ic.rrcfAilerica||.(})st::i,..n.3'e1yenou.?h,iiraJ.1

] is ''o,ri¡:'rrs 
-ulron funerÌcn:r inrti'Li;, 1;icr;, Shcl.lr¡ 1,4.s no i;orC, to ::;

cc,,:cs,;':rring "i;1:,e -ijractic*: of sl¡'very it un e:lt¿trb iir ll¡e ïJn:L'cerJ. -$te'be;* ,

't

flie excellence of t}.e .A:n¿:r'ieezt s¡-st,:ir: of goveriirricr:.t 1'¡ bo

S,::t1.1'.;i in th:e f¿cb ths.t it had. no king of other arbitrary officer extorting

wc.e.Ltir ol spre'ad.ing cclruill;ion, îl:c:icrei-ita:'¡, s;'stein of ¿¡crrerr:rncilt extl-nt

in Þurrope ii¿.ð. n.ó ccruitsrpn:"t irr '¿he TJ::ihed SL:.j;aso l'ilrez'e the Le¿islatoys

ïi¡e¿'e u:rrbii-:.sed. by conLlide:':i.1;io:i.$ of c]¿iss corisoiorr"snesse lierein Í:'ireiie¡i

pointed- to a'r,,ea¡;iress of t::e SriLislr ¡lou.se of lord-s, rvfio$e nelnJrers, ill l.r.rïr)p"n

nrìtuïe, vcirl-cì leEisls.te in ';-],ic interest of th.¡.t olrsÊ to i,,'?rich. the;r b6f¡ngedo

¿irrd. tc r,,..!,i,cl:l their c,hild.r'en woir-ld. succeod-o Sirel-ley1$ corrtr"iction of tlie evi-l.s

of noriarc\y e.n'J pvivilege ves Ëo puor.ri'Lil)cer"1 th¡t v/e cf;:l errsil-y caìr{Jr"ollend. the
I

re,.:peci r.,'l:ici he',';ou"fd. e:itert¡.in'for a $J'steir r';hi-cir, in theo::y at leest,

nii.rinrizeci 1:rivilege *ncl swe¡rt ârveJr nonå.rciq¡ enti:'ely"

J:lötirey ;ohase of the .A¡ne ric¡,n Ê,cciirl systeil tii:it appealecl io uhelley

t¡:-s the non-e:iis benco 'uheï'e of ¿li:. Isb¿:-lii isliecl Õ?rrucir, t};e gcvez'nir.e iri :r::e'te:ntli.ng

to esey:eiËe no control rrf a:ry ¡;c::'ü over tlie religicu-s tezrets of its individ"u¿L

citizer::sq Asid.e frcn ti:.e fec'u of nernit bing ind.irrifL.uai- :îreed-ot:t, Li;:'-s eondition

hacl. tbe ¡Lc'.d.iticna1 ::ecor,ncencì-¿:bion of Eü&r¿inteeing that Eor¡errrnent fund.s vou1d.

not -be midclj-yecteti. toivard,s 'uÌre Êupport of e clergy rvilose exisl,enee Ìvå,.s â matter

Of su.Ðreme in.d.iffel.ence tc n:a.::y of 'r;he eontrijrutoys to tliose fund.s. 
'

Tìre ultirnatc fecbor to Shelley in the exceLlence o:8 tire J¿ne::iean

conrititJ-tion was the cla,r;Lse i¡,'hieh -¡::r:ovid-ed.'iloÏ its revirJion evel'y ten ¡rears..

îhis ite oonsidered. a.uise &ncl foresi&;hted- provision for the a;op1ic¿',iicn to the

(1) 'Ibicl. * polå"
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sotiå1 'ståte of interirrl C-iscovovies tending torrard.s its bettorrnent. Th.e,

ey]'or of th.r lh:rerieen ccnstitution, ire realizeð, v¿as not that it d.id, not

re,ore$ent u.,d.ec¿uatei;, the v¡i1I of tbe 1t ople a,s it -rvas, but that d.id- n:ot

lrrovid.e for trthe fuli d.evet.gl.rment end- salutary co::,d.iticn of that v',j-11'1" (1)

It feileå to ilrovide th¿:.t the v¡iIf of tjia people FiLouLd. be ae r,'ie.e iind just

as irossibie; atthough Sh.elle;. statecl tliab e ccnstit'ùtionn by a, faithfuL

reprerci:t¡tion of the exisiing v¿il1 of ti,o;ceople, mj-¿lrt engencì-er a r-i1'.oLesome

cond,ition of th¡.t r,vii1. Ànd, Ces¡rite his ec:.ri!::ation of tire,Anreric¿:.n ccnstitution,

he cleclarecl tha-t th¿.b o-lî Çreat Britain \:ias orre rvhich leirt itself read.ily,

by reason cf its versatility e.nd. flexibil-ity, to ed-vancing tllie ceuse of

r,¡isC.oro a¡rd. virtue.

S1,elley v.lû,s aït:;rd^ent d-emocret, but he lras aÌ,råre of the vast potenti.ai-

evil of Cienoerac¡¡ in tlie enisting ccnd-ition of things at r"he ti:ne at whieh

he,¡,r'ote" I{e held. tirat univec'sa.l su,9frage was defensihle in abstraet +"heory

onl-y, a.s in practice it i.¡ould. ineviiebly teud to bring eboui'a ccltplete sociaÏ

revolution, v,ihich ''yould- l:e Lia'ole tc ihe'c rapid- d.ecliile v','l:ich invariably

atteird.s s'ur,Ld.en end. violent chs.nge* IIe advocatect that tire people first be

educate¿ concerning tjreir rights, and. i::,¡.rressod with the id"e¡. of tLie -oeaeeful

s,nd, ilresistiille progress li¿ich folfor,vs the exercise of patience ai-"d reasonn

His own v;ord,s in tLrir¡ corrzrcc'uior.l a.rÈ es f,cIlor,¡s: trI consider the e.d.opiion of

çniversaL suffrege, in tne 1:resent unprepåred. stete of public knov';led.ge r.:rd-

feeline;, e yneesure fraught vrith 1reriI. I thir:k th¿t none "out those vho

registeil i;i:,eir 1-r-,âïeiã as p::ying a cert*"in small sr;-m in d"irect taxes ought, at

preselt, to send-:ms¡nber¡ to parliarnêïrtrt. (2) This statenent is remar'1:rbl-e in

(1) $helIey, P¡B¡ * rtPiritrosophical Vier',' of Reforørt - p.15 ô

(,3,1 Îbir"l" -
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tlrat it'mar"ks '¿he rvithd.rarvai 'blr $hel1ey of iris early pantisocratic

principleÊi, in lris deüeneo of ';he property qualifications for tire right

of fr¿u:cirise. lle aclvoce.ted" furthel tile d.isfranc?risement ¿il the rotte::

borôu.ghc, tÌre trensferei:ce of their rigiii;ø to the rurenfr¿nchised. cities snd.

bcrcligh.s, *rid, the hol,ling of tv'iermiaL ¡:ar'liamenis" lirus he hoped" tc brÌng

a.bout gra.du:;.l .ãncì- stead) reformo to o'ota.in viithout bloodshed. or ccnfrr-sion

ulterior in.provements of û, more irnportant sha.:r.'åster" 0n1y izr tire event of

refrrsal of reform by the Ïiouses of P¿rl iarnent d-id" ?Le e,dvoce.te r¿niversal

suffrege a.:rc1 ecpral re"presentaLion. T',Ie saw the.t enarclS' io 'üerni,ciotts e.::d

dc.n,r;er.ous, in t,hr.t it thre¡.be.ì; to bring dor,vn in ruin'.vith itself the rn¡h.o.l-e

stnr-ctu.re of society" Civil i',¡ar l-r-e a1 so CLeno'anceC. es tencìing inerel¡r tc

confirm in the pecple the miLj-ta:';i habits erigendereiì. by bhe prevaiiinq s;rsterno

¿t1d. as beiLg ,rrodrictivi¡ of nothing but violence ¿nd- oppre::sione

Tlotv¡ithste,nd-ing his d.eniel of the rigl:t of 'universal suffra,¡Jeu

Shelley ¡¡ent on to a"ssert ihet'¿?re voice of tire peopie rn-ight derns"ndo within

¡easoiia.b'le l.i¡:ritçu en extensioir of the franchisen ilè lvould- escertain the

r'¡il1 of .th.e peoS;le ï:y a cloor*to*d-oor ce.lÌvess of bhe Üilited. Kingdoirr; nnC. he

e:clrressecî his v+il.lin.r;ness io a,id- in defrayi-rig ihe e:+)enses of su-ch a plebiscite

by th.e eontribution of ¿., titi:.e of i.iis grnnuai incomeo Concerning Lhe feme,lle

suf f::age as acll¡oce.ted. by J"reo¡¡' Benthati s.ndr others, Shelle;r t]ior.i3'1:t the

,oroject rather i¡r-niature. lTo-ne the less, he 1:r'oclaiiled- that he r'¿ould- i:e the

last .bc lefrain fr'on aCvancing e.:ny systein tenCirtg to d.eveloir the capaoities

(67Ì

of ail indivirLuaLs"

Sbelley saif nutnerous incorlvenience¡

baliot, chief ü,moTlE -r"'¡hich ïres¡ thst the vote¡'

him in his choice; virich motives, if they v¡ere honorable, cor-ild- c¡'st nc'

in the sy'steri of voti-ng bY

conceals tne rnotives aetuating
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f:'oirr tire e:::erbion upon li'r of ulrd.ue influence, by persorrs

ori the voter througli being kllol¡vrl.

for tne hÌd.clen b:"llot, tlLat tire

be su-bject"

' O:re of helle¡rr s visionary projeets ivas arr. Associetioir cf

I)hilanthroi:ists, hirriing as its ourpo$e tl;e estiblishment of a renascenee of,

Ire],n:rc1¡ î?re esscciationo ulicse iruled-iate objects,nig;i,t'l:e Catj:o1ic

llnnairciì:ation s:id- the relreal of the Tlnion, he.d. ås á::t1t ul1;irne"te object the

far rvid.er arrd profound.er id-ea of corlpLete regeneration of t1re nation"

Shelley ll:i" no conr¡icticn thi:.t tne Ce,t?roiic ft:inicipa.tion ,;;cuL<l co:rtr'ibute,

in itsel]l, in r"n;r rn¿.teri¿¿l rnia¡¡ ic l;he liberty of tlLe lrish peopl-e; b::t he

t¡/Ð.s eå.rnest]y opposed, to ein;\i ii:eâ,,slr-re of d-isqual if icatioir f or opiriict' The

\-/ee,pùl:!s e ihen, of his P.çsociatioÌ1 u r¡¡g'¡s to be ve:'baf ; cìisc':ssioir ¡'nC Cebate,

enrJ. s¡c1: u¡ited, actio:o:.1 rnig;1rt lle free :froi'a violenee ¡-nd. d,isord.ere ¡;'./el'e tc

be tlie ]1leÐ'¿'ls 6f 5fl-vânciìli:ento îhe âssociation' p"r:irrar"i'-l-)'¡'rcrale tY€i's' in the

na.içre of Shelleyts belief, to d,ee.l u}timatel¡-vith lroliiies; for to hirn,

politics v;as'put å ûepartment of rnorels. llJli,is cc:rception e:,rytlained to'him

ille feihLre of the Fy.rencii Î.evolLuiionr'tire le¿.d-ers uf lJ:ich failed- to o*rdu,et

Lheir' ;ooliiical ¿ctiorrs in 'i.r:'o1:er ccnco-rd-e]l]ee t""rl bli the nci's.is le!'isu To the

irish people $heiley s¿iclc rt3efore t]:.e restraints of So.rerrunent are l-essened.,

it is f r L th,¡.t we s.trci;L}d les¡:ezr tlle lreeessit;i f or the¡n. rr (i )

$he1leyts ;lì.15,;r,i-ur¡,le to ïz"o1e-ndu in 1811r i,reÍ¡ actua.ted. by h:im d-esj-re

to b:.i::Lg free.d.orr:,.rrd el:ianci-.tation to the distresseti. Irisli people' Fe c:ne to

*or1ç fc;:f t.re cetiiolic Hrn¿:.nci1:i:i;ioiiu bui th.is 'rne::ely as t-n eernest cf a

gyee,ter cir:r.ncipation from all iyit.c¡lertnce ¿rtd e;'tc::nal borr.C.so irlclu-di:rg the

fl) .$h-e]ley o P.B' - /'ctiv'ess to tiie Irrsh !'eopleo

TÏere Shel1e¡r*

.Joter ls Þy lïs

nnisseC. the obvious

meår1s nroteeted.

to ,:,norn he ntay

(6ü I
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Ë"wå) of C:.tholicisra itself, He c¿me tc urge t?re repee.l of bhre Tinior:, i1
the iirtorests cf tite d.cl,n'¿T'od-cr.en poor, anit as a nea.gLl.re to e:leuï"e the

return cf the viealtiry abseritee iand.lord.s, r,iho ir¡,.-cL r)esertecl the coirnt:-;

i.:::c- l-eft their estates to jl¡',lL àptart" lÌrese immeci.iete steps tov¡a.rd.s fy.eedom

I'Yeï'e to be uerol¡, tiie firsi ir.(iîåïrce oi'r tiie rc¡a.tl. to tiie ¡nillenäirun, the

Goi-cle.rr 'åge of hrimsn irerfectio-tie And- es the firot ;ie1: iir turn to-,,¿erCs

tirese i.¡:meúie,te aneliorations, Sìrel}ey counselleo' fcr ilie Irish lreo-¡tÌe

ttsobr iety , virtue, ,tirougi:t, be:.revolence , iütelligeneerr; rr$'}ien you };s.ve

those thi:rgslf , he sa.id-, ttjioif ni..y d-efy tire b,¡;:3'¿¡trn" {1)
lTli'ra rrr -1, ôt.^t I ^..- r^...^^r - :.r;r.Lc y.r3iltcip1es oiilr;l-;ich slieiley beseCL iij.:r Irisl'r parrphlet$ p.re 11.1any

end- confn$ina" I{e \"'p..s, iir ?iis or'ür estii:lation, a pioneer of rrore.l end.

irrtel,i-ectual reform rs,tÌ:.er tlian a ¡rolitical egiiif,tcl", Orcì.et, not revolu,tÍ.on,

lv¿rs his pi"ea; tÌte revcliltion r',.rhiih i:.e ¿ld"voeetecl r,,;as tremend.ous end- .reincto,

antl. to be a::proacheci throu.gir rnorel :iad. iritell-ectu:1l d-evoloi;ment.

Sireile¡.r es liie i:.¡.r¡e ncticed, r'¡es in:bued. r¡ith intensely cl.emocre.tie

id.eals respecting the institu'Lion of soeiety; bu..t i:e l*¡ås little incli:ced to

d-ernagogrr.er.l,, as is s.'h-cvrrr in his r';o::ds to hìoggr rfjlerlieps Jioit vil-J- say the.t r4r

Republieairisn is r:::oucl; it cert¿iir1y is 'fe,r lelncved frorn pothouse d-smoeraey,

e.nd- lmov,is r'¿ith'rvirat e snlile to hear tj:e servile ap¡:lriuse of an iriconsistent

tnob" But iliouS'h its cheeks could. feeL v¡ithout ¡* blusli'che h.ai:.d. of insult

shri.li:er, its sou.l lvculd, shriru< neithe¡' froll the scaffolC rior the stake, nor

frorn those d.eed.s and. habits vühich aró obnoxious. to slaves iri pol,rertr." (2)

ßyÏon se'id. of Íjh:lley that he v,rns tire best azrcl least sci:llish. of men

ho ever trrnett; 3- lr.ån r¡'¡ho haå mç.d.e:nore sacrifices cf lris fortu:res and" feelings

(1) Shelley, P.B. - ;l,d.c1ress, to the lrish leopleo

(Ë) Clu-tton*BÏock, Ä. * ÍSheiley, tl:e iiil,-'n lnd irr,: lloetrt. - p.69
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th¡,n ]i.e hád. ever beard. cf" ilogg stebed th:rt Shelley?s ¡re-erninent

ehars.cteristlc r,','as his overfiowing brotirer,liness¿ Ii i$ a faet Lliai

Sh'l.rley iived iir straitei:ed- circum$tanco,i hirnself , rr:ile he w¿s spend.in.g

ing t,: in¿lce the worldhis subrtance in pirilånthropic encieevor, a.nd. t:'"v

incre lii'"e his id.eel of ¡,vhat it shc"'r-LCL be" T,,?ratever iaay be s¿id- e.s to the

rviscom of $i:.elleyis socirl tjlecries, ncthirr.g cân be alleged. against his

$inceritJ' iil his e¡rd.ei,lvor"s to secure tireir epolication; nor can,,¿i be

saicl that 1ie. clicl not hi:nself practise the precerrie ''vhich Iie expc.runded.,

A d,ispassionete analysis of -qhelleyts rccial d-octrinee d.iscloses

no 'r¡ei'y ste.rtlizrg -z'evol-utionary rloctrinesu from our nocì-ern stanCpoilt.

rr: the irericd. of reaction ii:'¡.rhich sireiley lived-, a. ma.n of advsrreod.

thougirt li'aß su-lîe to receive ti:Le br¡".nd of r'¿:.c1ical o v,'het:ier or no he

pLee,ded, ¿is d-id- Sirelley, for mod.er¿.ticn in the meers of social reforrun

sirelLey, for exarnple, regarded. tire lsw of primogeniture a.s an evil of

irrirrrary magrritud.e, anC- r';aç tJ.oi;iirtLess stigmatized ¿1,$ e red.icå1 for this

.oet"ticular opinicnn Tet ¡¡ Conserva,',,ir.e governíjenL in ilnglaird,- has reeently

re,oealed- this ver;i lar,vr',;ithout ercusing a.ny very grea.t excitelr:ent in the

country. Sh.el1e¡ rs reputation ES a revol-utioirer.y ruas estabiisl:ed. by'tÌre

fact tïiat Ìre ,,ves ahead of 
, 
h:is timo in ?ris social thirúcing; ai:ii lre *uffered.

frcin thst misund.erstilncling v¡hrch is tiie nged- of tire picneer in the real"m

of politics.

: ;:'jl .. :. .i
,,:.:.r
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Chairter V. - ßconomic Doct:.inese

^Îhe1.1ey ivas no ecovroinistu He liabed- iristory s.sl e rriere reletion

of succossive tyra:rnies, r.nd. rvoulü-,iLever give it seyiorr-s consideration

or ei:itical study" Tfe r,'nas therefore irossessed- of no,ver5¡ r,",rè11*d-e-Íined

notions of 'sconolflic lrrogress, or. of the::eiation of economic theories to

the stato of society at different period.s cf history. Further,, iie i'rad-

not t,'re cold.l;r d.isgirssiona.te and. l-cgicel point cf view r',,'hich is neeesàery

to the econon:ist - the ability to consid-er s. cLresiion fr"om a.11 sid-es with

en er1u.*.1" abse-r:.ce of prejud.ice, :fs it r';as, Shelley has le:ft i.rs p::actic:,11-y

o::1y oire tres.tise - the trfhiloscpì:iea} Yiew of Ïìeforrnrt : ct.ealing I'rith

poliùical" reforru froro the pu::eJ.;,r ecçlnon-ric sia,nfiroint. He he.cì. vei:y ì-ittl-e

resl:ect for ',,he l.e¡-iu1*tors of his countr¡r, ar:d. he seened- to act u¡icn the

princir',le t]:at refarm rirËt ccl:r* first as to the fc;"ni of goverrrrlent befcre

tire norie of gove:-rrrrent cou-lci. j:e s:tisf:rc'borily al.tereC"" T,ihile 1i,: '.':a.s. yet

e boy, h.is f;:.i.her tock him c;nce'to see bl:e llor.:lse of Colrtrnons i.i1 ..ess-ricn.

$he11-e;,'1s reection to-tirj-s signi irae e,-{rresseC i.;rthe .,"'crC$¡ rrtr.-Jj]åt creatures

clid- T se.e tÌreret Tlhet feees - :¡tiizt å',r e:+)r'Ê13;-;iol cf ccu-nte-¡r¡;,nce - v,r,net

.;'¡:'eiched. iroingsl" (i) Licueveru in Ïiis byief ecû;lürcic w:':i'i5-ngs, ire l.eft

a il-e:fi:ij.tei;i*;rL:i:rr.eå scher,e cf reforn; eriC j.f tl.'r ecncf.rsion.s he ::eaehed.

lríjg:;t'ding ;.r;:r'ticri-Lt::s ciispi:rgod- -.ittle of tl:e irers1:icacit¡ of tirc ceonc::t1st o

i:is ger:era1iøa'bions diÈc:rl"..y eound :'eascrii:t.g e.nC lcgic

Ti-e ¡iover ",,,ìich iilcreE,seC. jvl tlie e ig'hi;e cntL crriiitl.ry rvas i.ilt the

LjorrÌ,?er cf ti'le Cro-;tru "out tTle power

"vl-.ich ties ti:e robber'rs b¡r-:itC-l.erf.

(1) CInb L;orr*3rocx, A -

(;f) Sì:.ei1e¡r, },3" *

ihe richS rï,ionei.rch¡' is only t?:e strir:.E

Sheiley sa:,,;' tl:e d.llrger t-l.;,ì.t 1a.;i i.tr

l,-an ¡,i:d. tire iroeb?r .- ;1".26.

o-f Ì:-.lclinrf * .-r"3ûr



Ðcor:rojlric opìlroÍisior: for a people i".,'L:O ..',"íJT.ç bu-t 1"¡eaÌnnir:.g i;o e:nerge f::cn:

the tj;rp.,J-ld.oln of sc,cie] tyr::.:r:.ry. ï{e scourgerl- tiLe conteiiçorery 1:r:cf iteers,
ttti:r.is r:,e.r ¡]rist0crs,rjù¡ cre ¿:tec'l oni of s r. itrcrease ii¡. ':rubl_ic c¿il¡ìiii.biesrr. (1)

Arr oiigsrcÌ:y o:f ï¡eÐI til ïnûil; a;ski:.rgt tire place of il,.: cl-c- :.r,isi;ocri:,c¿i of

birtir. ' lrfinglish i"e iloririors eï,31eift s¿r--insi sine cu-res , bu i; t?re t¿.ue iJexsion

list is 'uhe ¡:enL-ro]1 of tjie }antiec 1:;:.:1:r'ietoltsn 'rTeaith is a povrer usuri:ed.

by tl:e ferrr'o to coltçel"'uiie ria.rç'to labor for'tj:eir benefit" lire Jsi.-',r¡s lúj.eh.

;upr:cÏt ti:.i.s sy stein deri'i¡e ''uheil force fi'onl t.re igrio:,inci: :-nd c::tdu-l.it¡r of

its rrictii'ns; they ere the result c:î ;.' cci:cpir'rc;, of 'ci,e fe,r a3;e!:Ls'; the ïìå.11,ve

rl.¡ho eve 'i;iienoelves obiiged- to pu.rchase this ¡r'eenirLe:ice ïry Lh.e loss of e.11

rÐ¿11 comf 01''brf . (å )

' rfîhsre is no ret.l ';'ç¿¡l.iþr?, he d-eciared, ttbu.t Lite l¿lbor of ï¡onllo

ft,.,.e n,;rrey s¡storn l,å l-reld" 'co i¡e i:ri.iilical 'i;o tirc tr,e1f;:¡,e of scciety', vhicl:

lvoil.ld be no r¿vliit ihe i:etter if gold. a¡rd, silveï .,,.;€t'e as -oleritifu-l a.s graln*

$he,r-le¡ is here, of ccu.rse, feiiing to il.istrir3uisir betr,¡ecn',,]ie prlce 3.nd

the verure of none¡-; excesttive clieepness of goid. and- siiver wc¡uld" riot

rtecess*l'ii¡ irlply'colr,stårleji' -iri its '-oarcl:.t.tirt8 polïGi'o 1t is il1 faci thp

rel¿.tir¡o searcii;; cli gc;id- end- si11¡-eï', re',,her: tli¿::r tlleiy intrinsic vel.ue s

thet nal:.c ihe¡: u.Ðefu.l e.e nleasr-iï'es of tl"Le v:-.lue of otìler comnoc-itieis.

Sh.eiicy is st¿::rdir.lg li,oon sìlreÏ gro;urC. v;j:ien ll,e sai¿'s the,b ti,e system is one

,.,Èrich perili'cs ind-ivid-u¿1l eggrancr"-ì zemen'U e.t the expense of less foz'ti:-nete

pei'sonsì. Societ;' feter çld. benqrets, gi'ren ostensiirly to al-Leviaie ti:e

ciil,tre¡s of tirc ¡;oor iaocriri3'classes, €,3grave.te r-;l:iLe tl:e¿ 1re.lliate tl:e

d.iseases t1:e; seeic to ::onedy. 0ire poor ere set io labor io furnish ,r:rot those

(t) rì:id * p.45

(P) Tlood-berr¡r¡ G.H" - Shelle;ii?s ?oetic¡.l il/orks - p "3+g.

{?å)



[75)

comforts of civiliøe.tion wit?rout i..ùrich e ivilizccl- nan i$ far noye rliisere'pLe

tiran tl:.e rÍleå.nesit suvt,;eÚ" but ttfor th-e prid-e o-f polver, for ilre miserable

isoi','.tion of lrid.en for t.::e felse pleasures cf the irunüred-th part of

societyil' (11 Tlnd.er" this system, the ¿jeweller ¿..nd- the actor live in

conrparaiive opulence; r';ir iie the far inore usefrr.l ¿'nd. necesËe-i,y fermer strugeLes

in ¡rovert¡r" The reason, of couvs.er ml1!' affeirs. of this na.ture feiied to

alleviate the d,ist-.ress of tlrrl 1100î, 1i:,y in t,]:e econornic fact ilrat an

incree.secl circulation of uoney Ïre.s the saine effeci; u¡crr prices iì.s 3,ïl inerease.

in the anount of uoney iri cirerilatiou; thet is, genereL irr.ices, ir: re1-ation

tc ilor:eyo lvilI visee liie nele extravaga.nt e-çenaitu-re of nol:iðy cree.tes only

en iilusory coriC"i bion of eeo::.ornic viell-being.
p

T:: atte.cking the s¡;'stem of 
.påper 

cur-reilcy, Slreiley po.irrted".out

that tl:e introduction of roâ,per eu.r:rezicy i:r plaee of gold- ha.s the effeet cf
i

raisirrg aill ,r:rices; relative vä,]ues of re¿il nrope:'ty rernain ccnsl;utu r,',,'hile

th-e purch:rsirrg poïver cf tire depreciated. currency ira,s been considerably

]orvered-, îÌlis, of coursÊ, is only iru-e r',àen the ï:ìl?er crrreney is not

seeurel;' esiabl-ished. u_pon a golct basis. .. Sh.e-l.1ey ï¡es ¿.-"i-so .¡itjorc-,:-s1;,.

,condernnatory of t.he C,evice of :c,ational cred.it, r'lhich i.ncy"ea,sed-o es he slid,

tl'e proportion of th.e iC.le to the r-¡orkers, rririle it i:icreased., ai; ilhe same

time, il:e arount cf v;ork to be d.orre, through tlle tffactitious l¡,¡Ð-nts of tliose

inclolent, p::iviled-geC, person$!f n ïn utilizii:g tiie instrr"r¡tent of i¡ub1ie
. ¡ r 'rcreo.it, Ìre sa1d., titg goverluoerlt :nis'use's the i:"ust renosed" in it fc:: the

proper ìlìÐ.nâgeiilerrt of met¡;.lli-c c'urrencJ, and engenC-ers coz:.fu-sion and" injustiee" I

.ll rna.n na;/ vrrite.orl e piece of p.l¿rer r','hai he irlease s; he rliåy sË.jÌ tha.t he j.s

tvorth e, tirousa:rd- tr,,hen he is not rtor'r,h a hu:rC.red. pounc-s" If ire ca.n inâ.ke

otliers }¡eiieve ti:.is, he h.es cred-it for tlle su¡¿ to rvhich ?ris n;rne is attachedur¡, (2)

(1) 1ïood.berry'e G...il. - Slielleyis Poeticnl trïorks .. p.348.

(e) Shelley, PnB, - PhiLcsoohical Vier,¡ sg Re:"ofln .. po41"



Slrelley jrold. that as long as bills of i;his sort;:assed cur::ent, t1rcy

ùefraudeù bhe actue.l;:o$sessors of go1c1 a.nC. siLvev, anil the:¡orþ¡ran

frori rr'bhe ad-v*nta,ges attåch.ed- to íncreasing tne noninal priee of llJ:or"¿

Tîe r,¡e.s right in Ïis:itremise heree that trust is the ba,sis of credit; but

the conclirsicn he d-rerri i*res lðoi:ie1",/hat urr,ryarranted.. Credit 
]ües 

s, cot-fJjlerå,tively

ïeetìltt economiq d.evelo1:nent in Sirelleyrs d-ay, anù v,¡as looked upOn frorn a

gc,od. rnany-quarters wjtli. d-ists'ust e.vrd suspicion; but it iras p::oved- itself

since his'birie, in spite of c.n;r d-isad-venLages e.ttenc]^ani upon i'ts usee a.

most useful , s.nd novi even essentia.l , econon:ic instrurnetlt"

îhe ne.tional d-ebt, ire said, $ies incrr-rred- in.the iiroÍìress of two

lii:ertieirfe ¡¡¡ars - the "åilerican P'evolutionari¡ åItd- 'cì:re ilia¡,roleonic ',Te"r's; and"

it v;'as a clel,:t contreetecl b;; ti:e u'hoJ-e privile";eCt class tol¡erC.s ¿ oorti.on

of that c'lgss" In othe:: i-¡ovd.s, accordiirg tc Sheile;, ihe crediiors cf

the nation, being p::rt of the san:e bocl¡r witli tlie debtors, a,nd trov,'i:r5 a.s

d-ebtors ui:.i10 they posses6:l ctaini es creditor$tt, agreed" io ebstrin fro:n

dem:nding settleilent of the debt, so that tT:ie¡,'r¡1ig1¡t l¡e naintaineC. in

luxury upc;n the. a,ccru-ing Í:rteyesto [One of the firsi acts of a reformed-

SgverTtmenttto said. Shelle¿r, iltiould. und.oubteclly be'¿:r effectuel sclieme for

ccm.oe1ling tLLese to coi:çronise tliei.r del:t 1¡etiqeen tjrenselr¡e; .o. the

coïfiron ti"ii:gnals::u¡ be invested,.,;itir i-^3$.1 jarisd-i-ction to açard the -"oro-

irortioir d-i,re u.oorr tÏ.e severs.l cl¿liins of eaci:rr' (1) He slv¡'i;ire danger of a'
,l

ns"tional d.ebt 'crodr:Lced by a great lr,";ir, a.ncl ec1'¡ocated- repucliation of

Ìtr1gi*nd !s latioriel clebt - a coîIpïoinise of tl:e d.ebt âIroïifi ilie ricn ered-itors

ilreiìrselves. Ij'r i. J-etter r,:r'it'¿e'rr in r¿lte last year of his lifen hovtever, he

seeinecl- to lie.r,e iealized tite fe.i-l-¡,ci0u-oriers c;f Ïris proposed rerueu¿r-; for he

ì-
(1) Sirelley¡ P,3. - rrijlii.LosopìiicL} Yier¡¡ cf Reforntr * p"ã9.
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. se,i*s [[he Govevrunent nrust contenb itself riit]l less i:r texes, the

larrd-ov¿irer ;nirst subnit io reeeive 1esr. r,ent, :i:id. th.e fui:.dl,old"er e

d.imini.shed i.nteyest, or tirey rvill all get nothingrt. (1) 
,

,i , îire se fi¡iancial inrpostnrec rrl:od-uced. in ]li.:.gla,nd, tr¡vo eristocracies

[ira'b of the wes,lt14i nercha:rts ai:d ].¿,nd.ed p::oprietors r. a.nc-r,, the,t cf
tta,tbornies i¡td. e:rciseino¡r auci directors ¡incl govcriiment pensioners, u.Êii;ïerri,

stocirjoblJels 2 cou:*-r,ry bs:úcers r'witir tjieiy cl-e-cende.rrts ancl. ciescendantsnn (Z)

The first cle,sr:.tíhe11ey aclntitted- to iievs e eert¿in d.egreç of yefilrsnent;

but ti:e sesond. eategory conprised. tta set of pelïing rvretchesil, who

consid.erecl ccnilere.e v¡ith 'Liieir fel]ov¿-creåtr?reÐ but as a lnean$ to ilreir

oç;ir tclf isl'r ¡.d-r's.ncc:llento

Às e. ¡'es'r.rlt of i;;ris cîouble aristocracj', tÌre ltibo."ing class,

rvhich had evezr hitherto been rfd.eprived, of those Ï,t;¡lotirceÍi cf sentiiïerrl,

end-.j'¡ro',';1ec1ge rvhich råS¡t l:ere beeri tlreir" l-ot cou-lcl the wisdoi:r of flie
instÌtutioir.s cf socia,l fortts irave establ"isheel a sys{;em of strict. ju,:ti.cer,

.',
\¡,'iìs Tlovj ilmor:Ð ignorrint o irr:rnoral u ,ri,te z,eb1e, ancr, iì.es.cerü.terr" (5 )

rn'sllort, slr-c11ey attrib'u,ted. the ;ore*r::iiirrg mi*ery ;l.mong ,ch.e

lrborir:g eoor to the u.nea.'nal clistributio:r of pro¡_rertyo unrler tiie form of

the natione.l" debt; all propelt;,;.'bei:rg, as Ì:re ûoi-rsi0'.ered it, the ¡roduce

of leJ:o;.'o

She1l-e;'?s oroì-.csj-tions foz'ire.tic.a:;-i- reforïil lreï,e irr the rriain

fivefold"r ernbre.ci:ig the B,bol-ition of i;Ìre. neticnal clei:t, o:rl i;}ir' stu:rid.ing

ûl:nrye ¿i.i:d cf sineCr:^res ¿nd t,it.!i.es; ì:r1t these 1¿..,s'; tr¡c; he lvcul¡- abol:ish

ort.Ly rfvil,i-r ever';v irostii.ble regar"i. tc¡ tho e:;istin5 ri3t:t,.; t,f tiie iloLclers*tu 
;

(1) Tn.gpe;io Rcbert - -T,oite;::r of P..8" .qiieileJi - ¡t, g85 ,

(S) Si:,eilu¡r¡ },oB. - tfi'iti.1úscrrl:Lic¡"i View cf P.eformtr * 1:"45o

(-ï) Tbid- * _0c48,

[?5 )



Finally, hÈ srou-id ä:elie.:iii c:"eed"s .r¡d- r"eligious cti::iionrj equal lrL.bhe

conl:ri.cl.sïi:.tion of û'o\¡enriiient, rnci wculd. inaire jiistice swif t e $i{r.e r iì.¡d

easy of access n ','Ítile exLend.i-ng ther ins litritions cf tile jury to eî¡er"ry',

lossii'r1e Õccå$ion of jurispru.åe¡.ee. lVitii reglrd- tc lris ;oro¡roøecl e-bc;l itj on

cf r";lre lti'rding Ê"i'IlÐ¡ e ib is inte:'es.tirr¡; 'i;c ncte bi:.',t Sheil c¡r eon$id.e l:ed

tl',c neirit'3ÍlÐ.TIoê of a cer¡n¿rner:t. n¡,.î/Lil f orc=, ',"cicÌ-i '¡,ouLcl .t:-cep "r.;ir.'bclr

ilrðund. thls gloriou-s islend.,against the less onlightened- nat,ions", rru1te

perinissible.

Sheile¡: a.t'tjackeil ';he ïti¿:,1.i;hu-siän []roor"y rrrit,i, e pü,i;,erfui in.liilnation,

d.enourcing it as hearLl"c:ti ¿;id seifisit. l,i¿iit,j::urs ri::,:,!y¡f,¿insd. ilr:.t ir:dj-""lduel-s

u-¡t¿ible tc r:.;r-,port fanilies in ¡. T'eåso-lrÉ.bl"r+ si,arrclard, of ccr:fort shoü1C be

for"'hiclC.en tc urarry*-; 1:¡ui $heli*y d.eclàret'l" tii¿t if i-iiltnusr -o::oposit,lr:n,

.'-1. - J- ...^. -. a ^ r. .! ^..- -:-- .---.- -..- ^,. ^---l ,. --,..ú.-;-û jlor-t1|ili-Lün incÏeases oni; u,u., to tr,ie;rioint of s;,3rìistence, were coffeetu

bl:e:r tire d.is¿:.d.viir:.t*ge* atbenclant rqron soci¡.L ey:i$tencr ghould- be borne

rzs I

e'qual1y'ny :J-1 c1¿ssesr Ê,,12d- bot exekLsi"rely by ti.re poür'a Since Í-iiLe1,1.e;¡rs

bi"r:ile , the, $elt;.:usi¿.ii [ì:eory .res beer: rliscrec]-i bed-, anrJ- i: r:ov disct.::d-ed- ]y

thc fo:"eruost econcn:istsn

*\Lti::orLgh ii i.s coubtfril if, iii $l:elLeyis 'i,i:neu tlie lrhra,se frclass'

conscicus:.lessil had- bcet foruielrtca'. irr iti. -rr esLrilt rrrcúniiigo there ic ::ro

d.oubt ti.i¿'"t 'îiinlley nirrrself was ¿.ctli.Íìbed" by this fc::ee i¡i hiÊi ecr:no:r:ic id-ess"

lTc 3::,r,-e ï'et'au siig;hi consid.ez'i;tion to tlie :'es,;i'cs co:isecllcnt uporr 'üìre

o1:e.ration of eeono¡:rj.c fo:"ces, r:ossibiy'beca.use iie \''¡¡r$ to a large e¡;teirt

ïltla.rr¡erg of th.eir exis¡erice; but ]:e i:b'r;riliuied'che uiseries of '¿ire leloring

clssse*: cl1reeily bo tlie ereloitetion of tiris cIa¡s by tlre v/ea1t;\) bourgeoisi-eo

Ii-r spite of tbis l¡larxian eoirceptionu ho\rr€ver, uïhelle¡¡ 1vtìs clistinctl;'n.ot a

çûrurnrr-riist. iie d.oc}ased. th¿t v¡l:a,t å m&n hacì. ,1:ronestl3 earned- 'lvas r'igi:t:ftt1J.;u

his;n both in use irnd- dir,posal. lhe d-isposal of tire property acquired- through

the labor, gegius, econotq7, etc", of tile ind.iviclual , honors,bly er:ercised'r i-s



i-)i the d.incretion of bhe Llosser-ißorl enC" all politic¿¿i institutions

s;uoulti d.efend hir :'igiit t,: d-isposc rrf it :,ccor"cl,lng to his o¡,,-,'ir liill*

lroperty aco¡;ired. iir thj.s vray ririg:1r.t be equitably' hand.ed. on b¡. Ìre3it*.iie

e.ncl- beqaesl,; bui ill*gotten rrvealthr Fiì.icÏ,r. ås tha:t gainecl by ez.ploitation

of le.bor, si.ouicl enjoy no su-ch privile¿eo :eeordirlg to slieile¿¿rs

beliefe

, Though sonie of SÍlel1e¡Ts econoruic beliefs tendeci tovrartt-p

soci¡.1isnu i.e i:,ü,cl too strong a cor.irriction of pðj,$on¿l libey,ty er¿er

to becouie a 0o¡ui:u.irist" Àb i:,ry rèìtee l.:.j-s econoinic r,.ryitirrgs, in the

si:i::it irr r¡r;i:ich. they were writte-r., siioy/ a sirril-a:: j.ty to tiic spíri¡ of

iLi¿r lloci;l.I beneNs" Tha uliinrate socigL end. eeonorrlir lreforms ire

ad-voea.ied- l'¡ez'o perhaps rad-Ícal; but the ineans: rdiich he cowrsellerl to

tire;le enoL$ r.'¡€t'e inocleyate, ;.rcaceablÐ o anc-r ¡ust"

ü71
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Behinrl eil tite w:'itin¿rø of Shelle¡ru et the back of every

'bheory r,"'hich Ïre pro;rou.:ncled.o ihere -tvere foyces v¡hicÌr red-rrce,4- ¿:,If l:is

1;irouglit into tr,vo great u:rifying priireiples, Tlirorlghoui; his moral

ph.ilosopilyr yie liÉ.ve seen i;]:e d-u-al ity of his na'uure, the rationa.lism e.nd.

tho id.e¿.l"ism tirat r.verc in him, C,i-vid.ing his r¡ent:Ll attltude¡ ln nic

poì.itical .,:hilosoph.u', both socir,l and. economic, lve ir¿'.ve seerr hov¡ tl:re

r;,d.ic¿:.i :::.ature of the i'eforms he preached v'¡es rnod.ifiert by the inod-era,te

me¿Tìñ -'rre rsdvc.lce.teel, ilut the tr,vo.great factors that ::elated-.*.11 hi-s

ll'itings ivere his id.eal cf f:'eed.orii *ricl- his cor.rcepticn of the per,fectibility

of nl:in *,ncI of tlre Gold.en Age. i /

Shelle¡ ecnceived. of evil ar arising, noi; fror: 'bilc indiviC.ue.l

ecnscier:ce or r,:iL], bu-t :fu'oro existing Laus ,ind- iristitut ions ex'ceriir L to it.

I{e ïrated- history B.s È. ïriore relation of successivc t¡-ra¡nies a¡:ci. oppressicllÉe

and" r'¡ou]¡l nev6r serion.sly study it; a.n,l- he r,¡4,ç therefore polsessed. of

crud.e notions orrly reg:ildi:rg th-e origin of civil institrr-tions, of religionu

both in itsel-f a:rC- in creeds, and.. of rruch ûlc:tec iÌe ri'as unj'ust - flagrartl¡i

Íðo, ås it may Ð.l,peâr to some * to the Sewish and- 0hristian relig;ionsu fo::

tire e"¡il thet iliey d.id fe,r outbelanced- in h-i s sighi tiLe goori that eane

froin tïlern" By all tirese institu-tions, he consid-ered- that ilie liller"ty of

ti:e indivi':iua1 ,,vas placed under und"ue aird. arbitrary restra,int; aud th:'oughou-t

all iiis r,iorlc we cån see thet strivirig to'wards tiir: achievettent of compJ-ete

freed"orl for men in their soeis,l , econonicu religioii-sr'ancl nlorel reletionsu

''ì l'.ì n+l

{?8 )

Shelleyts devotiorr, ho$rerere ïries d-irected towerds the ad.t¡¡'.rcenent

of freed.on, and not of license, for he uished- to d.o nothirrg that r,vould- herm



Ëociety or its ind-ivÌdueL membercr lie lvas s. crusader fór f::eed.cm _frorn

feal, ignore"nce, and superstition¡ from }s.ws, cieeds, from politica,L

eird. sociaL abuseso and- fron ilre to hÍm fru,rc.ementall¡r rest::ictive an,L

tyrannous ru;rriaEe vovyËo ]re r;,as not nierc-ly d-es.lructive, llke Byrort,

birt revolutionary irt the t"n* u*rr*e of the l',roï,d¡ That r¡¿hish d.isfigured.

iriiu in tire eyes of the rvorld., ranú. estranged. hin frora scciety.r,,vas that he
I

ro¡ould d-estroy before ne rebuilt. lle taug'ht thab freeclom from ms,n*ne.d.e 
,

laws ws,s to be seeuved. by obeûience to Naturers LaT'lu of r¡u-hich the essen.ee

is freed.om¡ e:rd. thet this freed.om fron social ¿..nd- esonomic abuses t¡es to

þe 'secured. by the appLication of ttre $olåen Rule ÐÍ1ong individuals,

Tt v¡¿s in tlQueen niabtr th¿t $heiley mad.e his nost cleternined._attaek

against o:iieting laws ancl- institutions" Eight year$ efter the pu-i:lice,tion

of the poem, i¡e rirote in a leiter tä a friend. concerning it: tfl ]r¿'"ve not

seen it for some yeers, but i:resmuch. as ï iecolLeet it, it is vi11e.ii:.ous

trasir .:¡rd- I d.are say much bette:: fit'bed. to Í::jure th*r. serve the sacred

câltse r,vhic.ir it edvoc:..ted- no, I em a d.evoterj- eilelrbi to religious, polii;5.caL,

altC" d-omestic oppression, e::.ü I regr"et this publication not so mucll frour

literary vanity å.s bees.l.:uie I feer tiret it is be'bter fitted. to.injure ths.n

serve the sacred, ce,use of freeclorirtro (1) Agein, in 1821, he'rrrote to John

Gisborrree trQireen [îab?, e -r;oeil u'ritten by rne r.,hen ver'¡ Joung, in the most

furious bt¡,'te, ln,itit lorig notes age.inst Jes¡.ls Çhrist, and- God- i¡.e Ïfather, a,nd

tÌle king, errd. bi.shops, a:rd. marriage, end ihe rLevil içnov,¡slnrhat n¡nrl (A) These

remayh.s r,vould seern to ind-ic¿te th:it the spirit in i'¡hich Shelley 'urote ftf),ueen

iiiabtr was of ¿ most transiior¡"nati¿ve¡ But tr,lrs" 5l:e11ey, in L8õ9, "rrrote as

(1) Ingp*n, Robert * Iei;ters of I.B. Siielley * p.B?5.

('t9')

(¿) - Po B?8r



folLowsc rrrn tqì¡ee:r ,rlå,irt, shelley pourec oab all the eherished.

speeuiati.cns of liis youth * ai"l. the iruepressible erncbions of s¡nr:pathy,

ce31suT"e, e"nd- iropeo to r'v'hich. ti.:.e preseni suffe::ing, and.',rulab 1ie cc:r.sid-ers

t?:.e proper åesiiny of his fel_lovr-creeturesr.geve bi¡:th o.o À Very ferv years

had- checksci tlre s,rd"or.,of Shllley'rs hopeso though h.e stiLl thoug.i;t r,.Ï.em

v"e].1*g?ou:tded., and- th.¿rt 'cc,eC-r'o.nte their friLlfilment ve.s the nol:lest te.slc

rnen ccrild, echrevetrl (1) It r,vas ": ociiviction of tlie inexpeüiency, retlrer

tilnir if ths Ì,Ton¿ltess cf .his ofrÌ-r.ioll , th;t c¿-:r.rsed. l.ríui to mo¿if; some s.nd-

s.barld.cvt othe::s; 1:e fe 1t 'c¡iit ,ris positior. r'¡:'.s unicnablç o r-,:.biier ,;l ;il ilL-.i;alren¿

Z¿stvoøzi is $i'ie1Ie;.t s iC,eal of tÌie ï irtu-or-is r:ia:,r" TIe .gains free* 
l

d.oln a.nd. f.i:1:,oi:ie ss in a futri:"e st¿te h¡i iris u.itco-r-¡i)t'oÌtiising opposition to

i,ire irLstit'i..tion.s of tltir,;.;;rlr1d.o ReJ-igious creecì"r;orejudices engenCer:ed'h3r

conventic:-l rrrd u.Í;e, :tro si,lôpt åwü,J; rn,:.::ri;ge, cin etern:.l ?:o.rrcl- betçec:r

si irituil.l affirlitios, h.i:s nc neecl. of i;irc våin s*nctiorr of hu¡:l¡n e.uthorÍty"

Tn coirji;rr"ction v¡ith this fie:'y l-ov'e of freeeLon, ir,re eâ.ü traee

thror.lg1i.outShe}1e¡rs"wr,itin.gsastrortgcoirvictionoft}ie1:er.í.o"til,:.lityof

iral1. Freeri-oni and tl:e Gofd-en,[ge vie::e :ìynonJ']lous to $he11ey; encl he belíeved

tì::t ';,'hcir hr-rr¡nity slorrghed- off the arbi';rary r:$'s.itictlons tl:r.t ch.e,ined- it

to tire earth, it r,,;or,-l.ct r"ise to acl:.Lieve tiie nilienniu:¡ro So it vi¿s th¡.t both

his poetry a:.:til. pro$Ð v¡ere d-ed-icated to the ad.ve:lcenient of irirnanity oy:. the

roå,d. to perfection,

I s0]

Sltelleyts id,eel r'iorId- lves ¡;,ffi. evclution fron Ìris ol'v:r rnintJ., eolou-red.

by his oî!ïI Y¡åyr¡vârd- fa:rc;'. lts pre*erninent chalacteristics v¡ere tlie freed-om

'oefore s.l.lud-ed, tou a.äri- the djvine quality cf 3eau.by" .îi:.elley Cis1tleyed in

all his poetry l'iis essential Plai;onism, i¡'¡h.ich consid-e::ed bea,uty as a funti-arnental

(1) t¡lood.iierryn' G,Ho - Slreil<;yrs Tìe'bice.i. i¡i¡ovks * pe41õo
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faet 'of human ¡¡¡eLL-being; a::d. this bes,úty vras en inevitebie accoryanirnerit

of ihe id-eei atate. Tn rtQueen Ulabr? qr6 have a pieture of the toldon Age

es id-ealized. by Shelley. Reason is the ruling principle, vft.iIe passion¡

subjected. v;ithout rest:.'aint to the d.ict¿bos of Reason,

[Ìr.eve i$ å strong si:rilarity irere to ilTi]_torrts id.ea1 of

interpretert }y Ïenis Se,urat in lris thfilton: îhe ïlan ancl

îhis inbe'rpreta'cion vie¡,'Ts Á.d-ern as Reason end. five e,s Passion. T,b.i1e Reason

Ïi'.les, id.eaL happiness follorn¿s; but r.'¿Jrel .?¿',ssiorr usir:ryg and- subclues Beason;

'che eonrj.ition of pelfect bLiss; is lost, never. to bc regained- until Reason

attains its rig'irtful a,scend.anc¡re But, as Ha.ncock says, tttis ¿eification of

Season in Shelley is t?:e clireet conÐeqrr.enee qf Holbecir, Rousseau, Conrlorcet,

Godsrin, anrl th.e ,¡,,'hole of tiie re.tionalis'¿ic revolutionary school;,so tirat

Sirei.Ie¡ can be distirig'uished. ¿ls tire disciple of iro cire l,"riLeï, on this

}oint. (1) lÏis coneeptiorr of Re¿rson itsel'f is set forth in:. letter to

3Io{1-8, ",,vritten in 1815¿ rrl'Tov¿ C.o not teil me that Reeson id a cold. enit

insensible arbiter. Re*son is only err esscrlblage of ou-r better feeliirgs -
pasnioir considered. under a i-leculiay mod.e cf its oporationil" (Ê)

In ftlro¡netheus Thljrot::td.tf , Shelley arrir¡es e,t tne conception of a

nobler cond-iti on of tirings as trrosised. by the hlg:tier e::celleïtces of ihis

life' Ilere, forLhe fi¡'st tine, he attains to a grÐ.sp c¡f ihe true promise

clf thet arrÍversal inlrerfection rvitlr r"¿hich he ireci- h.it?ierto been so inpatient"

For it i* t-?.ie u¡.iversality of irr;=.rfeciion that leads to the ccu4rarison of

godd" with ïnd., and- the ccnsecr,uênt stri-ving tov¡ard" the l¡etier, It rvss Broy"txingrs

finely d.eveloped. perception of this tyutlr ths.t naire him the optimir3t he r"re,s¡

ltas free Ëcop€r

the Golden J[ge as

the 0hinl<ertt.-\

(i) llancock, ,À¡lî¡ - trîhe Frei:.eh Revolutidn E:rðL tho Hnglish Poetstt.

(Ð) Ingire:r, Roger * I,stterÊr of . P.3. Sheiley' - Þ¿gBPt
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ând. lyha.liever gf_ pessimisn there vreËi in Ten.ry'son, nay be traeed. C.irectl¡.

to lnis fe,ilr.:re to realiøe frr-lfy 'Ll'ie ir¡mense potenti¿li.bies of humen

iirE: er f e e ti orr.

Fròu tire r¿'"ther meeh*rieal conception o:¡î the perfectibility of

naÏr achieved. through the eetion of l{ecessity, :ur.cl. as the rtglorious;oxize

of a, bliircl1y "working vlillrr¡ ,$heliey passes, ir: frljroruethoru Tln¡ouocl'r, to

Ê. more n:;5,siic concoption" 1:Iere, r¿la.ï: , in lris perfecbed. statÊ, i$ not free

from d"eath a::d. cheurge; enC. ijicl tranafiguration has been wrougnt Lilrougl:

the cosmic pï"ogreÊsion of loveo Syllogisrn iras give:r i:laee to rnirs.cle¡

though,tc a ¡niracl'e that is hu¡ran in that it fulfilrs ali ti're higher

aspiz'atiorrs of na,nkj-nd"

lïe find ihroughout Sirelleyrs .poetry å.,ccïrñt;elit reiter*bion of 5is

beiief j.tr ihe principle cf beneficeïrce exis'uing at ell times in tïre riniverseo

This be::eficence is not at aj"L times å freoly-1'¡orking principLo, as it is.

hidd.en from ma¡ by the Tsilu lvhich ¡,f i'io åiilpears ryith such fr.equency in

Shelley ts poernsn 'lÎ'rl:eit tl:is veil is tcrn esíd-en hurne,nity wÍll attajn to tho

ide¿ll state of ;i:erfectioir. Í.1:i-s ima.ge of -i;he Veil is used- i:y S11e1ley i,ritl

varying siguifiea,nce; but ths best u$è, å,nd- tl:e one r¡;?iich $eel,4s iaost fu1ly

to erpirin the ïeste is 'bhat in v,¡hicli it symbolizes ï,ife. flirus, the present

fsbric of life is conceived. cf ad veining humariity fl'on tire att¿in:nent of the

Ì:ig'i:est seLf-realizeiion" This c<¡nception shown the r¿:,cr,ieal i-r.¿ture of the

chu,zt¡le rrvirich Shelley consid.ered. a¡¡ neceËsary before the iCte¿.l st:te co:.ild be

achåÈvod; ïut it expl'es$es at the sa¡re time his bel"ief in the thir::ress r¡f t]:e

d.iv'Ísion betv¡een gìood. snd- er¡iIr in l::is eonviction of the ease with v¡lich the

cira::ge rnight ire accomplished. in tlre fulness cf rïåntÐ d-esire" $trong says that

the Veilu tr-bhough it sometineÈ $ig::ifies ruerel¿i"tlie obscrrrentism of vror1d"1y

ec:rventio1l, genei'¡r.i.-:y ir,¿r1ie$ fûlr rnore th¿:n tii i,-s, ancî rueans a cosnic fa'br j.c

(82)



alion to the truer e.nd. hil:}:er n¿:-turô of tlle universe * a fe}ric wliicir

nltrs'u i¡e rent asu:ldev so thp,t the innef trä.th anå j¡ea;uty of thing$ may

be mt.il-e :::sfl.ifest¿ u (1)

lllra'Ù thj.s coirv'ietion of i;h.e ;ierfectibiiity of hul'iryrity r','*s not

rr:eroi.y en ebstrect poetic concelriion to Shelleyu io sho\ül in iris te'bter

to lorcI îllorrboro:rgir, r'iritten in l-8L2, r'ilrerein he s¡rid.¡ lrTÌie Lime ís

repid.ly a-oproaci':.ingr T hoi;e t.!r*L Jiou., ruJ']o:'d., nay iive ¿c'uehold" í"bs

¿i::rivelu ',r*ion the ,1,tæ,hoiriet3.i-i, the Jevr, the Çi*,isti*,a, the leisto a.ntj- tìre

Âtheistu r,vil1 li."¿e'together in one comüru:rity, eq*aliJ¡ $h.ering bùe -oenefits

trhicir er:ise froni its ¿snocialion, lnd- uniteti. in the boud.s of cire.rity and.

bro bh.eriy l"ovett. (â)

Criiics ha,ve d"lffeved. ancl rvill C.iffcr in arriviufi nt a trr;e esti.rr:lte
to

of She]leyro clL¿reetern Some see hi'¡i: ai1 good, v;,iriIe otliers ire is tiie

incarnstion of eviL i:r a. f¿;i:: set'bing. Pirus v.,e ha.ve,.:.t tne one extreírre,

Yoli[" Rossetti speäkir:.g of Shelteyts tt¿'¡s]¡sngei feetrt r'hile on t]re ctl'ler sid.e

JuGi ?leay, admitting +{heiley ts greetuoss in i;j:e field. of ilu-re ;ooetr;i,

rfe:rorince s h.is eihical end politicel tea.ciririg as d-e.ngerouo a.nd- sophisticr'l-"

These, however¡ âre mol:B or less extr-enie peints of view; e..:ici it is most

.orobsble tl:et tl:e true $irc,.|ley n;,,;i,. i¡e found- scmer.rherû betçeen ttrese tivoi" Îf

îolsboy wa"rr right in his conception of r-,ir¿.t cc:rstituteå Àrt, ihen lve ca"n onl;,
I

concluC'e t;la.t Shelley?s r'üork wa$ ¡Nyt in its higÏ:est forrn; foy tolstoJ¡ sayss

ttlhe t:.sì- for art to e ccc:rrg,lish is 'i;o rlal:e tiret feeli:'13 of brotnerhood. s.nd-

lo.¡e of oilers neigtrbor, rlo\:'1 att¿.ined- oir3-y ìry the bes't ruenbers of soeietyo the

custcnå',ry fealing arrd ',,lie ins'tir:rct of alI nêrl coo

ttjre d"eetiny' of art in our tirae is to ilensmit from the rea.lm of

rÐ3.$o1i io tlie reelm cf feeling that truth tirat l,¡eIl-i:eing for nen consists

in being united. together, snd- to set uìp, in;ole,ce o:f tlre existing rei'gn of

(i) gtrcng, À.lll. * '"fhroe Studies in Shel1ey'f .
(¿) In¿ppn, i?<;ger * Letters of lnB. gtrelley - p.236.
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force¡ tirat tr{ln-g}d.om of God, th.:,t is, of love, r-rhich w€ ell reeogniøe to be

th.e higliest aj.rn of hu:nen lifert, (t ) To no other :ðuri)o$e bhan this ir¡eø

Sirelley-!:; geniu-o ð.ed-ieated. ryirile his life iasied-, l'åratever \¡re måy think of

$}iel}ey'ts teacÏiiïrgs, we celr soarsely rtouilt the in'r,ensity ancl *íncerity of his

p'r-rrpo$e" ,4.s airotirer great poetu Rober"t Srovøiing, has çåi,c1¡ rrHow sh.al-l- we ÌreLp

ìlelieving irr hi¡n v,¡læn v,¡e find even iris carnel speech to agree fe.ibhfully with

th-e tÖ:re pnd. rny'thrn of hi; rr-ost ç¡i'$.e'ulai' atterences?rto (2)

ghere is alrrvays tlre d.e¡rger, in considering Shelleyts eharacter, of

o,.;.r'beinsj bli-nd.ed. by tho flashin¿ rad.iarce of hio poetry¡ vd:ich $oÐ,r$ aLoft_r,

üpinnacle.C-,d-iiri in the iätense ine.nett. Thu¡ rnust l,fatthew Àrnol-d" have been

irr?ressed",¡¿h€n he saiCL that Sirelloy wû.s trå.'beautifuL aird ineffoctual e.ngelu

beatiir.g in ihe void his lw¡ino,is 'wing's in ¡rainfr. (g) Tl:is is certaihlSr not

the , nel1ey t/hcm his frie3ld.o iü1el,r, aud.lvjrose picture they þ¿vç left to u.ñ* He

i,,iås ectu¿rll¡ s. durnu"mie, p*,l;oitatiitg force, replei;e with energy, ."nd âlmost

t-'re.'b ¡:hare of his character,violeribly cor:scious of iiis mission in lifec In' t-'re.'b ¡:hare of hi

Slreì-ley wâs e.il niea, virife ancl- i:rtense* Büt in another ruood ho ï/'e6 a. s-pirit

apu,:rtu ã genii.ls a'oove Ì;he grossness of tbis ee.rtlr, and- v¡hose faney rvinged.

v¡ith bhe si:her€$. Fr;;ncie lhoÏq,sorr corueÊ very elose to Shel-Ley in these wordsl

tiHe iø golü d.us'b¿r v,¡ith i;u¡-cblir:g r:drid.st the starss He mekes brigh.t niøcÏ:ief wi-th

tire moor:!" Tìre rrreteoys i1\tzzke tl-.eir noses in his hancl; n (4) I 1i1';e to thi¡l<

of *r,he 
lroe'u hastening a,long the ccrurtri lanes, r,r'ibh rvild, far-off thcuglrts in

iris e;ies, á:,rrc1 a ciraplet of flolvers cro',:rning his f].;ring locitso lvhatever

d.evastating critieisrn r:ay be Ievelled. et hls,troral and- poiiiicel theories by

¡irundi:.rrr ¡reiorialisis, I ern ccn¡¡i::cod. th.a'î; this ¡'oIi'en ,ooet i¡r his i:rner s-ilivit

trariscend"ect eritieis¡n of ii:e ordinary sort, lle lveÈ of tho conpa,n;r of choiee

$pilriis:¡¡liose privilege it is on o¿iiis e¿rrtir to see'be;,ond tiro Veil; l:i-s uas

(84'

(i)
(;¿)

(s)
(4)

Tull.toyr i,eo - ttt.fi:rat is Art?rt
lir¡s, Hrnest - Essay's erud l,etters of sirerley -- lntro" ir.xiil
lletther,v à"i"no111 - ttlssa:,¡,Ð ci: $ileileùl tto-...

Í'r¿nci;; [hornpson *--ttEsic+ s o:r Shelle;v-tt*



th*t fL::"¿:nling gerrius in r',¡ÏiOse prcsÉince ."x/e âl'e .s.lmost in1:e1.1-ed. to clc,se

0111" eJ.o$ uitir Ï:.oiy' ilread-,

fad,rr$'or he oil 1:oney'*d-ev¡ iratl:r fed.

Ard- drrurÈ tlie rniix of P,i;r¿d-isen*
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