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2tion was not intended primarily as & defense of

Percy Shelley, as in any sense =n "“pologla pro sua v1ta” " The discussion

of the subject was approached hy mwe with an unoregudvced Judgment , and

[

with the purpose in view- of diSpaSsip te analysi“ nd examlnﬁtlon of
the actusting prlncxples of tne poet’s concepts of +h;cs and polltlcs.
I have found, nowever “that 1t is imbossible, 80 far as I am concerned,

o remain sbs olutely neutral in formlnv an estlmwte of ohelley. l.h&ve

foand that prsotlcmlly svery crltlc of %nelloy 1n011p@s elther to

ﬂowmendwtlon or to condemnation, and my own reaction has been bow rds an

sdmiration of Shmlley and o sympathy with him end with his aims and idealss

.not, however, as I hope, to thet species of Shelley-adoration which is
anathems to Professor Saintsbury.
My subdivisions of Shelley's ethical and polltzcal DhllOquhy

may seem arbitrary; but they suggested themselves to me as logical '
N 3 . o . R N |

b'heads ﬁnder'Which Shelley's philosophy might be discussed. Tor the idea

to which I heve made allusion in Chapter 1., of Sheliey's'advancing

‘Atheism only as againét the system of Deism, I am indebted to Dr. A.W.

Crawford, of this University. This theory is original with Dr. Crawford,

and has been exploited by’nqne of the writers included in my biblioé‘aphy,

I have proceeded, in this work, upon the assumption that its
readers will have had some previous scquaintance with the 1life and works
of Shelley; aqd‘l have therefore omitted any detailed referehce to

biogrephy and to the content of poems, where these have not had direct

bearing uponAthe subject under discussion.

Prefstory Note. L .
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INTRODUCTION.

Perhsps no character in the whole wide and varied renge of

' English-liﬁéfatuié has been so misun@erstood as ‘has Percy Bysshe Shelley.
His 'was a unique, aiﬁost 5izarre persona}iﬁﬁj bafflingly complex, yet
engagingly simples seemiﬁgiy, at times, poSsessed of the Wisdom,of all
ﬁhe ageéz and\atﬁtiﬁés strongly reminiscent of the round~éyed wonder andl

- impish iﬁquisiti#eness of childhood; "Ghlldllke"‘is certﬂln Ly tﬂenword
(that best descflbes Shelley E mentallty He was as & child in his hqpe~

fulness ,,nis irreﬂfeSSiblllty, and his questlng cur1051ty, free«hearted
and self abnegatory, sensitive to real or fancied slight, he awskens in
us a éympathetic wonder that the world should havé turned ggainst him

/ ,
with such bitter contumacy. Yet, childlike ss he was, he was withal, =

man, possessed of a strong man's purpose; with an ebiding faith in the innate

4 . N

righteousness of his mission, and en abiding detesrmination to dedicate
i

‘his powers to the advancement of his ideal. : , S

’Infa‘letter written to Psacock in 1820, Shelley said: "I
consider poetry very gubordln@te to moral and political s01ence, and, if
‘I were ﬁell, certainly I Would aﬁpire to the 1§tter, for I cen concgive a
grea% work, eﬁbodyiﬁg the discoveries of all ages,vand harmonizing thé
cgﬁtending creeds By-whiCh.mankind have been ruled". LShelley's’purpose,
then, in his writing, wds the moral and political emanc1nat10n of humanlty.
He viewed with burning indignation the chains W1tb whlch mankznd was -~
fettered in all its mentalg SPiritual; and physical manifestaticns; and
he set hiﬁself ﬁith uncampromisiﬁg steadfomtness to ﬁsu hlS genius in
the‘interésts of the bppresséﬁvagainst tyranny. He considered that the

most important\fuﬂction of the poet was to sustein and encourage mankind .




1n 1ts Progress. unwafd, and at tbe same - ﬁlme to keep th?f advance

sane and steadfast, by restrmlnlng, through tne prcmulgatlon of )
high 1deals, the p#ss1ons and oregudlces to which maﬂklnd 1s’ |
pron@. In his preface to0 "The Revolt of Islam" he says. "It 1s ‘the
bus1ness of a poet to communlcate 0 others the nleusura and enthus1ﬁsm
aflSlng out of thosc 1m’@es and feellngs*ln the vivid presence ox‘whadh,
 withim his own mind, consists at once h@s,inSpiratién and his reward";

But further: "I would iny awakénlﬁhe feelings, so that the rsader
shOuld‘see the beéﬁty;of true viftue; and be incited tb those!enquiries
wq1ch h ve 1ed to my moral end pOllthal creed and, to that of some
of the subtlest intellects in the‘WOrld?.‘ It is thls mcrgl and pollgical
creed whichvwelprOpose to exa@ine in this diSsertgtion, elucidating ‘ |
' ité principles, and indicéting the¥unity underlying it in 211 its
imanifesfainns.i | |
The #pirit which moved Shelley in hi; reforming zeal is éhown
in his dedication to "The Revolt of Islam", in the lines,
L " "I will be wise,'
And just, and free, end mild, if invme‘lies;\
Such powef, for 1 grow Qeary ﬁo hehold
The seifish.apd the styoﬁg&still tyrannize
Without raprOach or’ checx“
He might Well have Smld, with Montgsquleu, "Could I but: succeed S0 &8, to
persuade those who command to increase thelr LmGVﬂOdge in vhat they
prescrlbe, and those who obey to find a neW'pleasure resulting from

obedlence - I should think myself the most happy of mortals. The most

haopy of mortals should I think myself could I contrlbute to make




,maﬁkind recovef from their\préjudices”. (;):d'
| In s te‘of his high ldeals and steadlast purmoae, howevef,»
Shell ey was' teken amlss by the gfeat magorltg of his readers, end
esoec1ally by the exponents of the 0ld order. The excesses’of‘ﬁhe Ergnch,'
Revolution had aroused in the mlnds of men 2 horrér ofyadvanceqathinking,
and even Southey, malcontent 2s he was in the days of his youﬁh,

recoiled from the doctrines of Shelley with 211 the stren th of his
late~found conservatism. There were thOSe, however, who ‘saw beyond,the
surface of Shelley's teaohing; and these we%e cohverted'to sympathy'with
the cause of the youthful Bard/by the sincerity ana inténsity‘of his
purpose. Trelaﬁney relwteO the story of & (st who entered the shop of
a Germen bockseller at Lausenne. Browsing among some :@cently isSued'\
editionﬁ; hé picked up and commenced to read 2 copy of "Queen Mab"; and =
after a few moments? perﬁsal, expldded ”Infid@l, Jacobin; leveller?
Tothing can stop ﬁﬁis spread of blz my bat the étake éﬁd the Jug~0t°
the‘world is retrogradir ng into accursed neathenlgm and universel a”afchyx "

“To q@ t“(’“" gaid the booksell@r "ile fruit is crﬁ&e, buk

’Wbll“fl avored; it requir@s 2 strong stomech to dlbe % it; the vriﬁér

is an enthusiast, and has\th@ True Spl?lt of & poet; hg aims ab

f ege n§ tLAg, not, like Byrop &nd,Moore, 1evélling mankina; They say hé

iz but 2 boy, and this his first of ferings if fhat be true, we shall

hesr of hin ag n." {2} MThis story depicts the contrasting opinions of

Shellevahich many of his contemporaries held. S -

(1) Voatesquleu - pvefac& to "Splrlt of thc was"
(2) Trelawney, EoJo Recollections of tne Last Dayw of Shelley amd

B B,yl’Ol‘l - poS. !



Trelawney,reiatesﬁalso‘éyron’s’éomméﬂt conaérning Shelley; "He
1one, in tnls age of hmnbug, dares sbam ﬁhu current, 23 he dld uoday tbe
flooded Arno im hiS»skiff' altnough I could not obs@rve he made ‘any

propress, the attempt is better tnan heln swepu along as all the rest

are, w1th tle fllthy marbage scourea off its b anks, g(l) Attrlbu e such

as this from the cynlcml and J@alOHS splrlt of Byron hus 8 real Valae 28

& coatrlbutlon towa rds an estimate of ShellEJ’“ character, and is
démonstrativé of the way in which the esrnestness of Shelley impreséé@
1t°elf uoon those who knew hlm. | |

Ve have seen, thsr, that Shelley in hls wrltlngs both.prose

and poetry, was working towards the advaneement of his own moral and

political creed, 2 creea Wnach.ne mellCltly bbll@V@d to embody the

best aspirations that were in humanity. The @ppllcwtlor of hls phllosopby

he hoped would lead mankind to the abal of its higher ideals, long

constralned within the Sth&l@o of conventlon and.’ superstlblon, tr&d‘blOﬂ

'
v

—and materisl tyrannyq‘ Irrational and visionary as hlv doctrlnes m@J »eem

gt first glance, théy are all based on a foundation of solid thinking and
honest ceaviction, and are coming to be regarded, in the light of modern

thinking, as progressive rather than retrogressive. . -

(1) Trelswney, Bede wf"Becollectipns Bf‘the Last Days of Shelley and

!

Byrons 039



EART 1.

ETHICAL PHILOSOPHY:



‘kchaptef 1 = Sheiley*s Attitﬁdéomcwards GOntem@orary Tﬁeology;
Degplte the convmctlon, s8till to some extent prevalllng, thmt

Shelley was an atheist, we find from & con51deratlon of his expressed‘
opinions concern1ng're11glon,,dhat he had a well-deflned‘theblogy,
unorthOdox, but éincere¢ At thn, it is true, Shelley was éistinguished
by the designation "Atheistﬁ;‘ﬁut Hpgg declares that this appellati&n
was conferred upon the foramost‘rebel agg?nst thé higher school authorities,
and had no theologiéalAsignifiéancéo In later life, the poet laid claim /
fo being an atheis;,‘but ne#er\in‘the accepted sense of the ferm.
Trelawney once aﬁkgd‘him, "Why’do you call yourself an aﬁheist? Tt
annihilaﬁes you in this world". Shelley repiied: "1t is arwbrd of abuse
fo stop discussion, é paiﬁﬁed devil to frizhten the foolish, & threat fo
intimidate the wise and good. I used it to eipress wy horror of
superstition; I took up the word, as a xnight takes up a.géuntlet, in
defiance df injﬁstice". (1) This "AéheiSm" is not a convictionvof the
non~ex1stence of & SupxemeABelng, rather 1t is the wcrd in its old Eton

senses It is Shelley rebelllnv against constltuted authority and axbltrary

‘péternalism in religious. thinking. Trelawney»said of hims. "If his

glorious conception of gods-aﬁd men constituted an atheist, I am afraid

that 211 that listened were little bebter™. (1)

(1) Treiawney,‘E-J4‘“ nRecollectiqns of the Last Dgys of Byron and

Shelley"e Pe60.



Shelley waS‘géver really an atheiﬁf,}fqr’he ﬁas natura11y~énd
essentially religious. His reiigion;»howevér, tended rather to the

Greek and Plauonlc than to the Blbllcal or Chrlstlan. Thus,:in 6ne of‘

iy

the spasmodlc pa851onaﬁe outbursts whlch charucterlzed his 9rdent natur@,

he declared: ‘”The'genius‘of human hﬁppinsss must tear‘every leaf from,

'coloréd/by his own personalitj.

 himself all thaﬁ'constlhutes hpman psmfectlon.\

ﬁhe ac&ursed‘book of Qod‘efe man cen resd the iﬁééiiptiom of his heart”. (1)
The narrowmesénénd formaiism of the ﬁebfai@‘religion Qére’distéétéful:to».
Shelley, and he be11eved the Blble to b& an 1nstrument of onpre881oq in

the hands of opnressorse We may well comprehend that Shalley would have
little sympathy for a religion that clalmed to possess the sole favor of,‘;
God, and small use forgihe conceptibn of a God who Would choose for his

own children one'particular nation, to the exclusion of the remaindsr of

‘ manklnd;

;""Men; ‘in general " sald 3ousseau, eke God like taemselves’
thevvlrtuous make hlm crc>oc3., and the proflxgate mak ke h1m W1cked~ 11l
tempered and bilious. devotees see nothlng but hell because they would
W1111n93y damn all manklnd' while loving and gentle souls dlsbelleve 1n it

altogether“, It was this 1dea of God, engendered in the souls of men,

agalnst which Shelley warred so ardently; little rea11z1ng that Roasseau's;

statement a@plied so well to him, that his whole. oystem of theology was

"Mexn by resembling God“, he sgid, "fulfils

mést aécurately the ten&en01es of his nature; and God comp?ehends‘within'

Thus, God is a model throughf,

which the excellence 0f men is to be estlmated,

>of the human charmoter is the type of the actual perfection of the dlvrne"

was an aesthet*c

{2) Shelley's own God, like thet of ms master ?1&’00,

s Shelley's Poetlcal Wbrks - VOl I. 9.354..

(15 Woodberry, aeorge E. B
(2) Rhys, Ernest - Fssays and. Letters of Sbelley - p. 96. SR i

s

whilst the abstract Derfectlon P
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geing; both. gpproached Him from thé‘aésthé€10>side. Botﬁ;véoo, were
vdouﬁffal as to the[omnipofence Qf Deity; siﬁcé the exiétehce of e#il
seamed to fhmn’to imply & éontradiction in tﬁé‘conéeption of 2n alimv
powerful God of gooda | _ :
Sﬁelley Was‘aﬁfhétﬁpm & mystics butbthere had been engendered
and fostered iﬁ him, thfough contemporary influences and oircumstances,“
a rationalistic impulSe; “Mhe clésh of these two essentially confliotingy
moulds of thought is to be seeﬁ mos distinctly in theapoet°sé§ague and
fcyoublea. endesvors to seek the im:ief‘cﬁ*t‘ah of Deitye | |
Whilé"he was still an undergraduaéevat Oxfofd,,Shellgy, in a
letter to Hc}g‘g, invoi«:ea- God, "'Whosé mercy is great". A Jlit»tleylater he
wrofe:‘ ";t'iS'impossible noﬁ t0 beiieve in the soﬁl df the uﬁiverse; the
intelligent and necessarily beneficient actuating principleﬁ eso "I méy
not'be able tbjadduce pfobfs, but Ilthink thé leaf of 2 tree, fhe‘m@aﬁest
inséct én whiqh we trample;vare in tﬁemselves arguments more cqnclusive
" then any which,can be advanced, that some vast intellect actuates infinity"e
(1)‘ This example represents tﬁs positive espect of Shelley's faifh, which
npérsisted throﬁghout; and was somepimes shadowed, but never entif@iy . o
obiiterated;.by‘the negaﬁive gnd rationélistic impulsé that was 2lso a part
of him« | |
’Ohly,t&o months‘before bis expulsion for the writing of the
Wecessity of Aﬁh@ismﬁg he was involved iﬁ a éontroversy~with_ﬂogg 60ncerning
the existence of a’Sup:eme'Being.‘ "ivhere take Godv(aﬁd a GodiexiSts) %o

Witness",‘he declaims ess "Oh, that this Deity were the soul of the universe,

(1) Dowden, Bdward Percy Bysshe Shelley - p.48.



the*spiriﬁ of impéfishablé lovéz '(1)“This isvveryﬂfér from aethism; it
ié inrfact an grraignment of the God'of the’Deists, who denied God~as thé
Msoul of the universe". The Deistic‘God was a far-~off béinQ,»unmoved and
untouched by the affairs of this world, impalpable and immiteble. Omar
Khéyyam expressed the idéé in his stanzaﬁ |
"Aﬂé.th&f inverted bowl we 21l the sky, v
Whereunder crawiing‘coop'd We,liverand'die,
Lifttndﬁ your hands to it for help; for 1t
Moves impbtently on es Thou or I."
vSolfar from being the "soul of thg Universe", this God was merely
Creator, with‘only‘a supremely detached interest in his;cregfione This‘

whole counception was foreign to and entirely untenable in the light of |

w
2]

Shelley's creed. It is true that he laid cleim to being sn astheist

beofre his expulsion from Oxford; but with the significent quslification,

Min the popular sense of the word *CGod.

£

The most frequent and violent referencesto religioniby Shelley

!

are found during this early period, immediately after his expulsion fran

i

Oxford. Perhaps we mey be justified iu believing that & certain bitterness,

engendered by & sense of Injustice done him, colored and Hardened his whole

“belief at this Juncturs of his life. Heres, toc, the influence of Godwin —
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who had written to H.B. Rosser: "in the vulgar conce

-

think a nsn is right who does not believe in God" = was ot its gtrongeste

At any rate, although Shelley's conviction in respect of ral

)

nevern ﬁajsrially‘Changedg 1t was fempered in time by & morked degres of

gpeun, Roger -  "The Letters of P.Be Shelley! - pedls



Lolsr%ncc, -and oy an appre 2ia 5onio£ the: “otentlelit s for mood that

‘

' ware 1nherent in ch"iOn. It would t erexore seem th%t;this.yguﬁhful~

v

,violenée w&s‘ ls igated; as through a sort of safefyévalﬁ@, iﬂ "Queen
Mab," and thatvis does not express the true Shelley,. but & Shelley
}mcdifiéd‘and somewhat perverted by immediste circums tancess

About iBlZ‘Shelley came into conﬁact with the $ystem'of Vature
‘of Holbach, whose disciple Volney wase ‘Shglley referféd to the Syétemzpf

‘ Holb&oh as Yone of the most e¢oquent vindications of atheism". This

i

System of Nature is a distribe ageinst religion, zn attemﬁﬁﬁto‘settlé the

c3

iniguities of religion and to formulate an acceptable atheistic doctrines

-

From thiS'WOr4 Shelley dr v the nrofesg1on of stheism of "Qaeen Mab', and

of fﬂw Doctrine of Nec sity, which lbtﬁ: appeared personified a8 Temogorgon
in "”rometheus Ubbound"
- In the sixth'oanﬁo of "Queen mdb s Shelley g iveg h cco

tr@nsferred ¢rom olb weh, of the orlgln and doveloyment of rellﬂlon.

Commencing with the worship of the elements and‘of material objects, it

passed into adoration‘pf personified spirits whom the elements served, snd
| | | o S . ; '
concluded in monotheism, the centrelizing of sll these spiritusl beings in

one, omnipotent, omniscient, znd ommipresenta
’ N :

In a later passage occurs the much-gucted gpparent veunt of R
' Shelley's atheisms

v - : ' : v "There is 16 God..

.1

Nature conLlrmb tno faith his utny@roam sealedf, e
18 appenéed in his notes. to tho,goam the fq}lowiﬂg'declaration: "I the

ignorsnce of nature gave birth»td godé, the knowledge of nature is caloulated.

ztO'destr0y~thém°"A.Bofrowimg agalin from Holbach, he apbétrophizes e



(10)

"Necessity, thou mother of the world®s

P B L

'AThis is the‘very doctfiheAad§;nced 1é£ef in ”@r@méﬁheué ﬁhboundé; where
Necas31ty; pers o' ed in Demogormon, ove“thrcws Jupiter, tﬁe félée
god. whoﬁ igﬁoranq &en have\been Worbhipping, Sheliey?s cgncépti§n bf
;N&éeséity Was'?
v | O « ﬁA spirit of acti#ity and life,

lThat knows no chan ge, ces satioh,-qr‘décay"s
While in his notes to "Queen Meb", Shelley assigns to Necessity démiﬁion'
over Mind as well as Matter, and says that it "utterly destroys religion";
and'While in the ﬁoem itself he'apparehtly‘denies the existéﬂce of &
. . \ . ) )
7v-3§ity§ he apﬁends & note which clarifies his poSitiom, Whiie it indicates
‘the dual forces which were ever at strife in hig nature; >He declares
that his déhi&l relates ohly to & creativé deity; the éohgeption off§n
omnipresent spirit coevaifand‘coeternal with éreation stands unchallengeds
Examining’thé idea of:the_dreative deity from the respective s%an@po?nts
'of the oenbes Reason, and Tesfimony, he comes to the'conéluéion that

"Eevlng no nroofs from either of the three sources of conv1ct10n, the

mlnd cannot belleve thp ax tence of & creative God"‘

.
i

MQueen liab" preseﬁts, With admirable precision'and strong
cénvictidn; Shelléy’é conception of Cosmos’~ unity and unlversallty
in nathre ana 1aw; Nutﬂf@ produces all things, both vood and evil; yet
the 1nVar1able tendency of thlw powerful splrlt is onward and upward, &
course of advancemgnt to nobler developments; In this powm Shelley seems>

poSsessed of & wellemarked Pantheism. Nan unconsciously works tow&rds the :



aftainment;of_tﬁé éupremévgood, carrjiﬁg out the Will of fbe gpirit that
is in fhe uni#erse - a:@ﬁrit extérnal to humenity. This spirit, with
Shelley, bears a close relation to his;conéeption of Neééssity, a
cdncéption which he owmed in large paﬁts to‘William‘Godwin. In_"Queen
Mab™, it is to be noticed that Sheiley's‘alimembracing spirit' ié
Necéssity itself: |
"Byen the minﬁte$t nolecule of 1ight
 That is an April sunbéam's f}eeting glow
Fulfils ite dgstimd though invisible work,.
The universsl /sz)iri‘t; guides." I
Again,

"Spirit of Nature! All=-gufficing power;‘

»»Neces§i£y’ Thou mother of the worldi
‘Shﬁlley's concepfionlof Necessity is set forth;ﬁy him as .
followss: "He Who“asserts the doctrine of Necessity, means that,
contemplatlag the events which Compose the moral and 6p1r1tual un;versé,
he beholds only an immense and uninterrupted_Claln of causes and ef ects,
no one of Wwhich could oceupy aﬂﬁ other place than it does occupy, or act
in any other place than it does acte (1) Aécording ﬁé this doqtrine, then,
the actions of every human being are'perforﬁed,by him as it Were‘under,a‘
sort-of éompulsion. The infinite serﬁes of causes genefét@% in the imeﬁsity,‘
of time before his birth imnel ﬁim to aet as he does. The-"ﬁotiges" whiiich
Adeterming his ccnduct are merely the ef;ects of this chain of causes in
6beration. in 111ustrat¢on of this theory, Shelley cortends thet the old

farmer is more experienced than the Jouth;ul novice "hecause there is a
unlform, undeniable N808551tj in the operations of the material unlv@rseﬂ (2} -
(1) Woodberry, George He = The POetical Works of Shelley - Vol.I. ps 356s

i

(2} 1Ibid. - pe. 357.



The operations of Necessity were\not confined to Matter,

howsver, for it held dominion also over Minde "The actions of the

~

will have a regulsr conjunction Wiﬁh Qircumsﬁances~and character$;
mctivé is to.voluntary action what cause is %0 effeeté. Shelley carried .
this doctriﬁe,to its loggcél,conclusion of destroying the accepted | |
notiohs of reward end punishment, which would thus of themselves be
donsidered merely motives employéd for:the purpose of controlling given
lines of conduct. This theory abolished punishment of criminals, as

being incapéble of producing'happiness to enyone; atvthe same ﬁime, the
theory wouid discourage vice, in preventing the crimipal from a repetition

of his crime. The Necessarian's-compaséiéﬂ for the evil-doer is unmixed
with the desire for reﬁenge_or'druelty. | |
"Prometheus Unbound" axpresses msn's mistaken lidea of~God.
Jupiter was an senthropomorphic creation of men, who, perSOﬁified in -
tbeirKChampion Prometheus,ipossessed a seofet that emasculaﬁed the‘greatl
gode Worshipped one day as supreme, he ig the_next’cast down és @>devil,‘.
Men was enslaved'by tﬁe very fiction ﬁhat he himself had set up. .When
Prometheus, the humsn mind, is umbognd from the chains of oppression
and tradition which had held him impotent for ages, theyworld passes
" from degradation to eternzl progress and perféctibility.
According to Shelley, the contemporary conception bf God was
anthrbpomorphia; the motive power’df the universe "became & men endowed
with humsn quelities and governing the vniverse s¢ an earﬁhiy monsreh

governs his kingdom". The doctrine of Wecessity declared that no events

could have happened otherwise then they did; 1f God created goodé he



A

. created evil alsoe But the Wecessarian saw that there is no absolute good

end evil in thé universe; for they are;relatﬁve‘ﬁo 6uf own.peculiaf
coﬁditione/EWhile Shelley agreéd Wiih thevteachings of Chrisf whioﬁ
. , B ,
declared that the good should "see God”, he hed his own interpretation
‘éf that phrase, to fit in Wiﬁh his own'theglog“. The Géd whom the good
will see, said Shelley, is nbt an acfuai King of ﬁeaven on his goldén
throne; thg reward of righteocusness is intercoﬁrsé with‘the Universal
dod, derive@,from'communion of man and naturé. ‘Shallay fufther'assertéd
thot Christ explicitly répudiated’the éoétrin@ of 2 God of vengeance. -
"ﬁoﬁgvyouf enemieé, bless those Wﬁo curse you“a‘ As to Christ's picture
of future pér&disey Shelley-recognizes it %o be beautiful, evéﬁ thbugh
it be untrues It is, he in%ers, 1o mdre than avﬁroduct of tﬁe imsgination
¢f a sublime and holy yqet?~diéeont§nted witﬁ the nerrow limitations of
this\ﬁorld.'
-So far, Sheiley seems gliven entirely to materialism iﬁ hisg

thedlogy, o the ratidnélistic slement in his nétﬁre. Bven discounting
the youthful réékleséné&ﬁ behind "Queen ﬁabﬁ = the sentiments”of which

&

poem he later repudiated -~ his prose works and some of his later verse -

display the same characteristice. In “The Revolt of Islam", in certain
passages at lesast, Wecessity is still the pervading spirit of the
universe =~ an @nseeing end unfeeling force moving with irresistible SWaY s

In “Julien and Maddalo", however, Shelley moves awgy from this

pronounced determinism, and enunciastes the freedom of the humen wills




nit is our Wili
That’thna enchains ué‘to permitted ili.
We might be otherwiselw we ﬁight be all
We‘dream of, happy, high, majestical."

\ ,

In ?Efometh@us Unbound!, we find the poet exﬁanéing still fgrther his
garly narrow vision; Now, Love is enbtirely free -from thg control of
MPate, wime,»dccasion, Chance, and dhange"; In;"Adonais", Lévé has
actuzlly become the ruling forge ofrthe uﬂiverse{
"That light whose smné kindles the Universe,
That beauty in which all things work and move,'
That Benediction ﬁhioh the eciipsiné/Curse
Of birth can quench not, thaé Sustgining'Love,
‘Which througn the web bf béing blindiy wove
By mén and beast and earth and alr and séa,
. Burns bfight or dim, as each ére»mirrors of
The fire for which a1l thirst",
In the year of his death, Sheliey Wrote:g"mhe doctrines of ths
Brench and. matergal philosoﬁh@rs,are as false as they are pefﬁicious". |
In the‘proéeiffangnt "On Life"? written about:1819, he stated: '“Theb
shocking absurdities of‘ths popular philosophy of mind and-matter, i%s
fatal conSequencés in morals,‘and théir violent'dogmatism concerning‘
Fhe source of 2ll thingé; Had early comducted me to materialism.' This
materialism is a seducing'system‘to young‘and Supérficial minds. It
allows its disciples to ﬁalk,_and Qispenses fhem from‘thinkingg Bgt I

was discontented with such & view of things as it afforded. Man is a




i

v

being ofvhiéher aspirations, 'looking béfére and after?t, whose thoughts
'wandsr through etefnity', disélaiming alliance with tfansience and
deca*; existing but in the future znd the pasty being not what hé is,
but what he has been and shall be". (1} Matter.andkmoﬁién as ultimate
realities had thus removed from Sﬁelley§s\spirituél éonce@tions;
universal mind and-its,phenomené were‘néw tovhim the ultimate faqtors of
existence.

As he oregressed in years, and as his mental faculties
ripened towards mafurity, Shelley cast off thé shackies of the
materiélistic of Godwinisn school of thought that had tg\some extent
bound his own thinking in th@ologﬁa As we have seen, the positive
aspect of his néture was repldly gaining ascendancy over the negati§e‘

, . y

or rationalistic irpulse; and we Shogld perhaps be not far wrong in
asserting thet Shelley had not et the time of his death completely
formulated a tﬁeology)that'would be entirely a@ceptéblé to him. 'Essentiaily
religious as he was, and possessed of what the -late Dr. Corsoh has
czlled in him a powerful "Cosmic Consciousness' = thaf is, a sense of
the ultimete unity of things, and of the motive pbwer beyond fhem =~ he
eariy recoiled from tﬁe Deistic dogma, of the Augustan Era, whioh.waé
forced upon him ot home. Tﬁe ?eistic‘concﬁption of God he cast off
uncomprémisingly, but was unable to formuléte a conception of God which
,wou}d meet satisfaétorily ﬁiﬁh his cwn-conviotions. -This uncertainty ih
his mind let to the épéarent athelsm of meny of his uttgrances;‘aﬁd led
to his temparary adceptance‘of the Doctriﬂe of Vecessitys; & doctrine

(1) Rhyé, Brnest - Bssays and Letters. of Shelley - Da'l3e



W:Lth whieh, as we have seen, he was 1ater o.issatisﬁed., and which he -

o ’ ‘
ultimately di.searo".ed.' He saw the- pewer of Leve beyond that of Necessxty,

"ne.\.ore Death lifted. the Veil for hime

‘ Shelley seemed never to be satisfied per.t‘ectly en the ‘seore
either of religion or @ 1mnorta11ty. "The Sensitive Plant" and
"Promotheus Unbound" deela.re the pern;aaence of the beaut iful but this
attitude is no. 1ndie&t1ve neeessa.r:[ly ef a well-defined bellef in |
imnortality, as it can be explained oy, the poet's ?1atonism and by hisg
' Pantheistie temlencies. In .-"Ad,ene.ls*', that: Platonism merges in"so -3 lofty
Pantheism, which expresses Shelley ig faith in the essen'cial .’umnortelity :
of things good and beautiful - ’che ethical and the a.esi;he’c:.c being to o
him synemfmous.‘- Throughout his expressed thinking on the su'bjeet of

imortali‘cy, however, we see thal same con:lict between the nwsticism

and the rationalism, the poeitive and the negative impulses of his

nature H Plato on the one hand as a.gainst Godwin and the French Materialists
on the oOthere ﬁ?hus, in a cenversatien with &’relawney, he says- "Dea.th is
the veil which those whe 11ve eall life, ‘chey sleep, ‘and it is 15.£1;ed.. L
Intelligence should be 1mperishable' the art oi printing has made it S0
- in this plane'c.“ In reply to 'l‘rela.wney's query, ‘Do you Delieve 1n the

immor‘oality ofvvthe splrit"®y he answers ﬂcertainl;y not; how can I? we

: ’know nothing, we have no ev;denee we ca.nnot express our inmost thoughts. R

They are 1neempx‘ehens1ble even to ourselves." (1) All this 1s
rationalistie enough, and 1eading to no definite decision on the question

in the mind: of the poete In the san\eaeold,lyvanalytic spirit di.d- he

S

(1) ﬂ?relawney, s..J.»- "Recollectiens of the Last uags of Byron .and

Shelley" - p.59. .



examine the question of lmmortality in his essay "On a Future State";
ami to no ’more}"d‘.evfinite cenelusion ‘aia he a.fi-iv_e_. ﬁlHe e:.ﬁeavored to“
. a.ttain, t0 a satisfactory conviction along the lines of iogical reasoning',
ané he failed to convince himself. Ve must ‘be, he reasoned, individuallyt
considered, the same a;ter death as be;.ore birth and we caunot conceive
of the possibility of pre~exigtence. This last s’catemint, it wa.ll be
noticed, is at variance with the belief, fostered in him by the doctrines |
of Plato, and engenﬁ.ered primarily in his own my’sticiem, of.a bife Pefore \
this, ¢ve reeall Hogg's amsing anecdote of the ;ioet'e dxford de.ys, whe\n\
" shelley considerably startled a mother by attempting to elicit from her |
imant some s»atement concerning the infinivy from whlch he had so newly
arrived., In -the ra.tionalistic mood in which he wrote this essay, however,
. bhelley had obviously discarded. that particular opinion, and drew from
the nonw~exigtence of an anterior lize the conclusion of the non-existence
of a posterior ones We have no reason ‘co suppose he declared, that
the mind, wha.ch is seen o decay with the body, will experlence a
renascence when the body itseli has died and. passed inte nothingness.
Wihig desire $0 be forever as we a.re, the reluotance $0 & violent and
| ‘ unexperiencéd change, which is cemmon to0 all the an:.mated and 1nenimate |
c,ombina’cions\of the universe, is, i;ndeed, the seeret persuasion which
gives birth to the opinion of 2 future state’s (1) shelley made of the )

question of the immortality of the soul a thing tetally distinct and

eeparate from religion. In this essa'y, he svated that 1_;he belief of the
soul's iimnortality is a thing totally foreign 0 the quesilon of ‘God 's

pxistence, and to the guestion of future rewards and punishmentse

(1) Rhys, Grmest - “Bssqys aml Letters of shelley” = P+82.
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(18)

On June 20, 1811, shelley wrote to Blizebeth Hitchener .a‘.
letter whereiﬁ hedeclared; "Neieher will ’soui p@is’h- 'in a fuﬁure
existence it will lose all consciousness of having .tormerly 1ived
elsewhere - will begin life anew, possibly under & shape ef wh:.ch we
have now no idea", (1( Hexe he 1is express’ing a somewhat amorphous
belief in 1mortelity', but still uﬁﬁer “the rationalistic influence;
arguing along the scientific line of the kimperishability of matters. In
a letter writtenb\a year later, he compares ‘che state of the soul in sleep
t0 its condition in death.

In another mood., midway be’tween mysticism and materie.lism, '
Shelle& resigned hims’elf to the inscrutability of the question, and
preserved a neutral attitude of passivity. Thus, on July 28, 1814, he
wrote in his noui'nal;’ %] had time in that moment to retlect and even te :
reason upon dea.th. it was ra.ther a. f;hing of discomfort and disappointment
than horror to me.. We should mever be separated, but in death we might
not know and feel our union as nowe I hope, but my hopes are not unmixzed
with fear for what will befall this inestimable spirit when we appea.r to

dievs (2) On another occasion he said. to Trelawney: “With regard. to the

\greé,t guestion, the Syétem of the Universe, 1 have no curios:.ty on that

éubject. I am content to see no further into futurity than Plato and
Bacon. Iy mind is tranquil; I have no fears and some hopes“. In our present
gross material state our facultles are clouded; — when Death removes our

slay coverings the mystery will be solved". (3)

i

(1) Ingpen, Roger - Letters of PeBe Shelley. p.97
(2) Dowden, mdward - Po.Be Shelley - p.248.
(3) ‘Erelawney, Dede = "Reédllections of the Last Days of Shelley and

‘ Byron'e = p;78.
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In eontras» to all these negative argumaats ana neutral
affirmations, in hls utterance 1n a letter of uctober 10, 1811. 'Certaanly
reason can never either account for, or prove the trath of, feelxng. Ii
have considered it in every possiblevlight, and reason tells.me that
death is théiboundary of life of man; and yet I believe, I feel, the}
direct contrary. <The senses are the only inleﬁsaaf knoﬁlédge, auﬁbthere
is an inward semse that has persuaded me of this"; (1; Later writings |
confirm this doctrine in hiﬁ of the imagination~és prdofbof the soul's
immo£tality; and he goes 'so far as even to extend his hypothesis to blanté.

- amotion, then, appears to have overcome the fprce of reason in him; and
he gives way to the mysticism that was at the bottom of his nental'an&
spirivual 96nstituxion.
In his positive utterances on immortality, Shelley reasoned
along limes similar yo those employed by-flato. He todk,a‘spiritual
view of the world which is heaven, a world vwhich was to0 him of the mind
or of the soule vOnly the ?ure have sufiicient spifitual-affinity with
4the highest heaven to avtain o ite ‘Eather tﬁan’a distinet separaxe
existence, it is the true essence Of this, when the soul is delivered irom
the errors oﬁ;the bodys the condition in which the soul perceiyes thinks
in their true perspective.

| While, throughout #“Adonais®, Shélléy'displays his ﬁncertainﬁy
as to the explicié nature ofminmortaiity, he is possessed'with a vast:
hopeiuluness, wh;ch, in éonjunction;with his soaring imagination, leads
him, asbhe progresses, te'é faith clearer andbmore steadfasf. nithe .‘”.

inheritors of unfulfilled renmowm", welcoming thelr “New-admired guesti',

;

'\(1) Ingpen, ﬂoger - Phe Letters of PoBe bhelley. = Delé2e

f



(20)
~ "Rose, ?qbekd in dazzling iizhnort;é.lity.
"ishou art becoms as 'oné_a of 'us”,/tney crys
;Ii was ::"o:mv= thee yph ki;;gless““:-.bhere has long
éﬁuhg'blind in @sceﬂed ma'jesty, v
Silent alone amid an heaven of songe
ASsume thy winged throme, thou Vesper of our throngi'®
In this conéeption we caﬁ find nothing but a powerfui"éonviction in 'b
R
the imperishability of the individual soul. nimself a poe’c, it is
highly probable that bhelley, ‘in cons:.dering the destiny of his friend
and. fellow-imortal, Keats, after death, could not reconcile the
wonderiul and essential individ.uzility of the divinely end._owed poe.’_cic '
soul with his own preconceived Pantheistlc not:.ons. Just é.‘s w‘ithb his
kDoctrme of mecess:.ty, bhelley found his theory of Pautheism unsat:.sfying'
and inadequa.‘ce and in his uluimaue concepulon of God and of 1mmor'callty,-

"he att.alned. before his death, 2 xaith more beautiful and steadfast

than any which had been his befores




- Shelley's attitude toward Ghriistianity‘was a direct

%result.;arﬁ: of his l;atred of tyranny and his strong bej.ief in the

freedom of the ‘indilvidual. Wwe can ‘tra‘.ce throughout his writings a
vehement bpposi‘cion to the Christian religion;-but only to the religionv’
as established and practised at his time, and ﬁot “té its essential
principies as promulbgated by its Founder. Hé declared to Elbizabeth
Hitchener that Christianity was militant against truth and reason; a.zld
t0 Trvelawney, “ﬂ!h? ddctriﬁe‘s of ;Ghr‘istianity arevfat,al to genius and
ori'ginality; t}iey limit thought." His m.treé. was direc‘ced\ towards the
016. Testament dicta, a.nd he exen;pted, in the fulness of his mental |
development the personality and precepts of Ghrist from his attacks

' upon Ghristianity. To these views he held with cqnsidera.ble pertinacity
throughout his li:éel,m so far at least as the aqc.épted notions of Christ-
ianity were concarned;‘ but he later came to entertain a profound respect
andA reverence ior the immer essenée of the Christian faithe Against the
forms under which hunankind had. cloakea the true spirit of Christ,
Shelley hurled all the indignation that was generated in him by oppressionk
of any kinde. No sympé.thy was in him for a religion w’hich would doom %0
~ eternal torment myriads of humen souls. |

| His vehement opposition to Christ:.amty, then, was at bottom
an abhorrence of the Paulims'cic doctrines and dogma, which had cut off
- the light of Christ's’ truth, ansi mede the Ch‘mch & thing of cruelty, .
intolerance, ha.tred, and oppressi.on. In many significant utterances,

ghelley showed. clearly tha.i. Paul:.nism was :.n ‘his oelie: of a religion ‘of




retrogression. Gilflllan and De Quincey are authorlties for the
statement that the mere mention of Christianity was sufficient to

throw ghelley into a transfiggratiqn of hate. In motes to some of his
early poems, he refers folchrisﬁiaﬁity a% nthe established religiont ‘

| which war, 1mprisonment, assassinafion, ahd.falsehood,‘ahd.deeds of
unexampled atrocity, have made what if is,n (1) Heaven and Héll

wore advanced oy the Chfistian religion, hé gonsidered, as deferminants i
of conduct@ which ought to be determined only by inherent love of
v1rtue. The basic notion of Christianity also, that Christ died to
atone for the origlnal sin of humanity, ahelley scouted with the words,

eesall that miseravble tale of the Devil and Eva and an Intercessor,

‘wath the childish mumeries of the God of the Jews, is 1rreconclleable with -

]

the knowledge of the starse The works'of hisAfingers have born Witness
agalnﬁt hlm” The extravagance to which Shelley carried his dislike

of eertain aspects of Christianity, is 1llustrated in his afflrmatlon‘

"1 am acquainted with a lady of coﬁsiderable accomplishments and the
mother ofwa numerous family, whom the Christian religlon has goaded to
incurable insanity. 4 éarallel case'is, 1 believe, within the gxpériéncé
of every physician."(z) It must be remembered here that Shelley is
‘apeaking of the effects of the rellglon 88 eStabll$h8d 8t the tlme, and
not of its elemental pr1n01pies. He realized, and acknowledged 2t |
snother time, that Chri$tianity‘is a reiigion of passiong butmfgigotvﬁha£
2 rellglon of passion is prone %o engender ;anaticism to an extent 'thaﬁv'

a rellgion of reason, such 28 Shelley advocated, is nota
: i

. , t ,
(1) Woodberry = G.Es ~ Shelley's Poetical Works ~ p.375

(2) :bid, d po5500 :



(25)

Sﬁélley saW thaﬁJthe Christian.religionyhad:beén @aintained‘by

all sorts of tyranny andviﬁjﬁstice, Accdfding %o him, it was 8. religibn
‘noﬁ commenced and continued by the'meré fdrée_of feasqniﬁg and pefsu&sion,*
‘but one hung bn_the feeble fhread of §uperétition‘and‘deceit, |
Ohristisnity demands belief wupon paid of sternal puniéhment;byet fails
to congider that belief is sbsolutely distinct.from volitions Such &
religion, therefore, is arbitrary and uhjﬁst..

_ Cbristianity, Shelley held, is based on mirascles, proghecies,
and martydoms. It hes ne%er been shown, however, as hevpointed out in
this comection, that Waturets laws could be broken through; éll miracleé
can ﬁe explained in the iight'of reason'and scienée. "The_prophecies‘
of Moses, Hosea, and Isaiah‘are unsubstantiaﬁed, and the very proof bf‘
their authenticity'is.1acking”¢ (1) Thus disposing of any diviﬁe‘basié
 for Christianity, Shelléy declared that it had become in‘pr@ctise:a
creed of iﬁtolerance_and despotisme To him, religion was a,"p:olific
fiend", a useful instrﬁmént_in the hends of the Qppressorérof meakind.
Working upon the superstitious’im&ginaticns'of,the credulous people,vip'
bound them even more firmly then @olitioal ties iﬁschaiﬁs of spirituai 
restriction.  According to the estazblished preoepts~of religion, demons
W&lk_the earth, slaves serve in heaven, and men sﬁffer éverlasting
vtormen%s in hell; and the divinity of such & religibp in the light df_y
Shelléy’s belief was & monstroas impossibility. On the subjeet of wer,
Shelley’generalized as usual from leney’s particularizations.' Uar is
the statesmen*s game, the priest's delight," cried the poet; Whiie g
accordingfto‘Volney,’"’God blesses yourfarms', szy the priests, 'éontinne
to fast and fight'. And they Sprinkled water on the people,A‘Anarthg PR

(1) Woodberry, G.B. ~ Shelley's Poetical Works. ~ p.580.

/



psople breathed ﬁothing but war snd slaughtér". Since'Sheliey thos
followed Volney in conceiving of,organiZed feiigion as instigating and'
encouraging war, we can un@erst&nd his hatred of cresed; fof ne Would
not recognize war &g é 1egitimaté instrument éven in the overthrowing
of hated opprasslo“,~ | ' '

For another reasoh, Shelley'oherished & dislike for

Chrigtiaﬂity, He was imbuea with-a Qreqﬁ reverence for the genius of

the classie ege, whose influence he oomglde~ed to have been

extermimated by the new faith. In “"Queen M&b" he soys:e

Wihere Olcero and tOﬂLﬂUS 11v d,
A cowled and hypocritical monk

Prays, curses, and deceiveg."

/

And in a letter to Peacock:s "Bubt for the Christien religicn,; which

put the finishing stroke on the ancient system, but for those chsa“u
thet conducted Athens to its ruln — fo.whaet an eminence migl t human ity

have not arrived!M. (1) Mo Godwin he writes: ™Mhe first doubts which

srose in wy boyish mind concerning the epv(n ness of the Christisn
religion, as 2 revelation from @1v nity, were excited by & contemplation

of the virtues mﬂd genius of encient Rome. Shall Sccrates and Gicero
perish while the mesnest hind of England inherits eternal lifef?" (2)

gsin he stateds "It seems to have been cne of the first effects of

the Chri$tian religion, 10 &estroy the power of producing besuty in

ari"e Thils to %u@*ley was & crime Of primary megnitude, for his

Pletonism made besuty to him closely allied to, if not synonyumous Wlth,

f
.

truth end goodness. A sin against bheauty wes a moral misdemeanor, and

an ins 1t¢t10n which countenanced end even associated itself with such

(1} Strong, A.ls = Three Studies in %3eixey° - p.lo

(2) Ibid. = p.l4




(25)

2 tr nsvrens1on of moral preéept was anaﬁhema in the nature of the

' belief thet Shelley hsde

;x‘)

This hostility of Shellay, however, ! é.we have mentioneﬁq
was directed primarily; hot toward the gpirit df the Christisn faith,
but toweards the prac%ical spplication of thet spirit in its modified and
@srverted forme "The letter 1lg not thé splrit, and the Bible is not
religion', sald Lessing. '"Consequently, eriticism of the iett@r aﬁd T
of - the Bibie are not‘necessarily cﬁitieiams of’ﬁhe spirit and of\religiong
There wes religion before there ﬁas}a Biblee. Ephristiaﬁity existed
hefore the evangelists and the apostles wrote. The Christisn religioh
is not true becruge the e#angelists and the apostles taught it; bﬁt the
evengelists end the apostles taught it beczuse it is £fue". (1)
‘Shelley accepted and even endeavored to promote all that #as universal
in thg Christisn religiong heirejected only its proviﬂcialisméa Thué
he wrote to Peacock at Marlow in 1815: "I feel atrongly»iﬁclined to
euter the Gﬁnrch ese OF the moral doctr;ne& of Christianity I am
more declded disciple then many of its more ostentatious professors»
And consider for a moment how mach ggod 2 good clergyman msy do see
It is an admirable institution that gdmits the possibility of diffusing
‘such4men over the Sufface of the land". In the "Philoéophicél View of
Reforﬁ" written about 1820 he stated his opinion of the true nature

f the Christiaa faith, and of the menner in which lt hag been nerverted°;
"ames. borrowed from the life and O“lﬂlOﬂS of Jesus ﬂhrlst were emploved

25 symbols of domination end irposturs; end a system of liberty and

equality -~ for uch wag the uystem‘planted by that great Reformer - was

(1) TLessing, Gotthold Ephrdim - Wixiomatals
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_perverted to supportxpppreséignﬂr}(i)' Leter he wrote: ﬁThé\New

Tostament is in gverﬁongfs hand, and the few who readAiérWith the

simple sincgrity of sn unbiaésed'judgment-may pérceive how distinet
from'ﬁhe opinions of any of.those professing them&el%eé orthodox Wére
the-doctrines and actions of Jesus Christ ee. He affirms; theréfofe,

no more than that a siﬁple, siﬁcere mind is the indisPenSabie requisite
of true science and true happiness. ‘He‘affifms'that a/beimg\of pure“,
and gentle‘habits will not fail to 5@ aware of, in every thought,
benignent visitings from thé'inQisible energies Dy which he is surrounded®.
() He WentVQn to say thét the ignorance of the Dark Ages was in no wa§k4
$o be imputed to the influence Af the Chrmstian'dgetgines; for the evil -
that might have been regwrded 28 & vesult of their agencies\folloﬁed |

in reality'frcm,the extinction of the poetic principle, in conjunction
with the spread of despdtism end. Suﬁerstitién. Tﬁe fundamsntal tenets,
then, were in his opinlon in ne way reSbon51ble for the 1@Ler fallacies
developed in the Christian faithe Whlle Shelley was in Ireland ~he wrote:
"I have met with some Waverefs between Christianity and Deism. I shall
attenpt to make‘them reject all the bad énd take all the goéd/dfifhe
Jewish books. I heve often thought that the moral saylngﬁ of Jesus
Chiris®t might be very useful, if selected from the mystery and. 1mmora11ty
which surrounds thems it is a 1ittle work I have in contemplation". (3)

"Tho Triumph of Life" declafes.the same principle in the liunes -

(1) Shelley, PeB. - AvPhildsophical Vié@_of Reform =~ Pele
(2) Ibldo hoed pt‘?o

(5) Clubton - Brock A, - Shelley, the Men and the Poet - p.59.



"And Gregory and John,‘and men divine,

Who roée like shadows‘between man énd G§a,

?ill that eclipsé,‘still hanging over heaven,

Was worshipped by the world oter which fhey strode

For the true sun it quencheﬁ";

Shelle& would never acknowledge the‘divinity of Christ's

Person. He‘wrote to Elizebeth Hitchener: "What is to be>thoughf of
Jesus Christts divinity? To ﬁe it appears clear as day that it is the
falsehood of human kind". (i) His conception of God as a spirit
pervading the univgrse,‘and his pronounced sntipathy of sny
anthropomorphic conéept of Deity, made it impossible for him to accept
Christts Sbnship, ﬁnch less the'rotrine of the Trinity, which gave to

Christ absolute Godhead. In his notes to "Quéen Mab", he wrote: "It is

"impossible to believe that the spirit that pervades this infinite mechine,

‘bebmt a son upon the body of = Jew1sh woman" (2) Shelley was readily

prepared to acknowledge the greatness of Jesus in his character of
social reformer; but as the Son of God, Cﬁrist gppeared to him as a
"hypocritidal demon".’ To this conviction, Shelley adhered with
consistency thioughout his lifea Bﬁt at one period, he seems to have
doubted even Christ's uprlghtness and sincerity of puroose¢ n "Queen

Mab', Ahasuerus refers to Gbrast a8 & "melignant boul", who brouwht ntrife

N

‘ard natred on earth; and speeks further of his "godllke mallce" In the

notes to the same poem, Shelley has s footnote 1n contraventlon of the

homege he had paid'to Christ in His humen characters "Since Writing this

{1} Strong, Asle, = Three Studies in'Shelleya - P.15

[

(2) Woodberry, GeEe - Poetical Works of Shelley. - PeB60e



note I have some‘reason ﬁo suspect thatVJQQus'waé an smbitions men
wiio aspired o éhé throne of Judaéa"; 
This stafe of mind, however, was shallow and trapsitory;‘ It.
must be remembered that "Queen Nab" was,ﬁheliey7s_juvenile,confession
of faith Only; and fhat he 1atér‘repuaia€ed.tﬁe extréﬁé sentiments
expressedﬁ in that worke Thfoughéut his mabturer writings we c8n.
cléarly pefceive a steadily growing’réveréﬁce for the divine human
chaeracter of the Nazarene, and of sympathy‘with hig purpose and idezls.
In direct contrast with the expressfons of "Queen}Mab" is this extract
from "Prometheus Unbound", with reference to ehrist H
"One'came,fo?th of gentie'worth
Smiling on the aanguine éérth;
His words outlived him, like swift poison
Withering up»ﬁruth,:ﬁeace, end pitye
Léokx“Where round the wide horizon
Matly a millionmpeopled city
" Youits 'smoke on ths‘bright 2ire
‘ Eark thet outcry_bf despailrl
| ' tMis his mild and gentle gho‘st.
- Wailing for the faith he kindléd:
Look eagain, the flames almost
To a glow-worm's lamp have &wind}ed."
This is & beaubiful triﬁute tp Ohrist'é‘perso;, but it exérésses‘also.
Shelley’g'unmbdified opinionyof the evi1s of perverted Christisnitys
Ghriﬁt, ﬁe realized,‘was & great man, "a man of ﬁurgllife, Who desired'

to resuue‘his countrymeﬁ from the tyrenuy of their barbarous and
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degrading supers'titiém » (1) He shared the common fate 2llotted to
the ber;efactors of mam;l:’mﬂ,.aﬁd was Mgacrificed to the honor of that
God with whom he was afteﬁ#&rds,confounded." (2) | Shelley's ready
sympathy was arcused by the self=sacrifice and no‘oilit’yv of Chriézt"'s
character, ‘for he himself knew something‘of the stony p#Eth that is the
lot, in this world, of vt‘né reformer, who, like Christ, would "’crampie
on all received opinions, on 211 the cherished Juxuries and sﬁperstitions
of menkind". (3} "Jesus", he says, ngtands out in the foremost list
of those trus heroes who have died in the glorious mé.rtynédom of yliberty,
and have braved toriure, coﬁtempt, and poverty, in the cause of sufféring
h@nanity"a (4) In "Hellas", Shélley pays his greateét tribute to the -
essential fa’.ith of Christ; v,:ith a note, however, which 1imi’qswwh-ile it,
amplifies the passages | . | g 5

"A power from the unknown GOd",‘

A Promethemlv coi;q_uerdr, came s

Like a triumphal path he trod

 The thorns of death ané Shames’

A mortal shape to him | ,

Was like the vapor dim

mﬁch the orient planet enimates with light;
Hell, Sin, and Slavery cams
Like bloodhounds mild snd teme,

Yor preyed, until their Lord had taken flight;

(1) ®hys, Brnest, - Bssays and Letters of Shelley = p.85
(2) Woodberry, G.B. ~ Shelley's Poetical Worke . - pe374 \
(3) Rhys, BErnest, - Bssays snd Letters of Shelley = p.102e

!



Tbﬁ‘mgon of Mghomet
Arose, and it shall sets
While/blazoned~és on Heaven's immortél noon
The cross leads generationé on."
The note states: "The popular:ﬁotionS'of Christianity are represented

in this chorus-agr-true in their relation to the worship they supersededs;”

and that which in all probability they will supersede, without considering

théir merits in a relation more universal',

Shelley considered that Christ hed indulged in & certain amount
of neoeSsary equivocation; that he nmight supersede the old faith with
his own truer religion. It was his task to establish & new conception

of God and of religion. YA God of wroth and of revenge is not the

creation of Jesus but of the hatreds of mem. Against this superstition;
which destroyed men and dblackened the charécter of God, Jesus protested
with earnest eloquénce.“ In order 1o m@ké an opening for the introduction
of his fevolutionary préceptg, "he accomodated his doctrines Lo the
prepossessions of those whom he addre§sed oee tPhink not that I am come
to.destroy'the Law and the Prophets. I am comé not to destroy but to
fulfil. Tiil heaven and earth'shall p&sé away, one jot or one tittle.
‘shall,in‘nowise pass éway from the Lew, till all be fulfilled"s (1)
Christ had first to secure the prejudices of his auditors, and Shelley
condoned‘wh&t he éon&idered t@is neceséary misrepresentation of Ghristts
awu feelings. Héﬁing oﬁtained the attention_and predispositiom of his
hearers, Jesus proceeded to qualify and finally to abrogate the sncient B
Jewish code.

Sheliey'S‘ultimate conception of the true character of Chr;st

(1) Rhys, BErnest , - Esaéys‘and Letters of Shelley - p. 100.

¢
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’ia‘expressed in’this‘paséége: e discover that he is the enemy of

) ‘ : e
oppression and of falsehood; that he 16 the sdvocate of equal justice;
that he is neither disposed to sanctionnblcodshed nor déceit; under
‘Whatsoever pretences thelr practise ﬁay be’vindicated. e discdver that
he was a men of wesk and mejestic demeanor, calm in danger, of natural
end simple thoughts and habits; beloved %o adoratioh by hi§ adherentsg
unmoved, solemn, and sincere"s (1) This some adoration of his sdherents
was productive; as Shelley thougxﬁ, of the fallacious idesa o% Christ as
God Himself. ™iis extraordinar& genius, the wide and repid effect of his
uﬁexampled docfrines, his invincible gentléneﬁs’and benignity, ?he>
devoted love borne to him by his adhérent59 suggested a persuasion to
thgm'that he was somethiﬂg divine".  (2) The doctrines of thist in
ﬁhém&elves were:SO analogous to those advocated bj Shelley that the latter

could have nothing but the sincerest sympathy for the essential creed of

2iAN B

Jesus Althdugh Shelley was uporthbdox in‘the éxtreme in his religioﬁs
profession, he was in spirit as heartfelﬁ a Christisn as meny of the
moregaggressively miiitant followers 6f the Ghrisﬁian faithe Giibert
Thomas® suwming wp expresses the true rélation of Shelley to Christisnity:
"ihis ﬁuch et least is clear, that if 'Christisnity! implies primerily
& loyalty to dogma and superstition and establishad<authcrity, thén
- Shelley Wés the blaSphemer that his contemporaries,topk him to be. Bﬁt if,
o the other hand, it meané the praétice of love snd mercy, if it involves
a\spiritﬁal kinship with the simplémheartedrChrist‘Who set 2 child in the
mi&st of the wise men,¥tﬁen Shelley was an tatheist? only in thet he was
more Christien then the Christiens." (3)

(1) Rhys, Brnest = Tesays and Létters,of Shelley = £.98

4

(2) TbiGe ~ De83

(3) Thom&s,yGilbert - WThe Divine Poet', in the Fortnightly.ﬂeviéwa




. Ghepter I1II, .~ Shelley's Personal Morslity.

'

\

Shelley has been criticized and reviled variously as stheist,
pegan, and revolutionary; but the most damnatory asccusatioss that have

been levelled against him heve beew on the score of his person&

!

morality. Wor have they been withou! biels entirely., although with

small grownd for absclute justificstion. There was much in Shelley's

life that laid itself open to misinterpretation sad atfack. PFor
Snelley was & child ¢f impulse, followling every Ilunsyr urging without

choice or restraint, like the dead lesves driven sbout the universe by

v

his own West Wind. He was so little bound by circumstances that be was

guite unsgpprehensive of any crueslty in & change of sentiment; and he

i
“

was thus almost entlirely unconscious of the soprow which he might have:

brought into the lives of women.

!

The ¢hild of lmpulse, he yet succeeded in subjecting to his

o

cread every impulﬁé that affected him; and his lifé, seeming y_aimless,
was actually lsid along the 1ines.of his oﬁn philosophye In 2 hote to
"Qﬁ&eh Mah he galids  "Constancy hés no thing virtuous in itself,
independentlj of the pleésarevit confers ,and parfakés of the temporizing
spirit of vice in proportion as it endures temely moral defects‘of
megnitude in the object of its indiscreet chdices"ﬁ (1) Again, "The:
comnection of the séxeﬁ is gé 1oné‘saqred as it contributes)ﬁo the comfort
of both parties, and if”naturally dissolved whén its evils are gre$ter

than its benefits." (2)

i

i

ﬁo:‘..l; pc 552;1

‘

(1) "™Mme Postical Works of Shelley" - ed. by Woodberry,

(2) Woodberry, G.Hs = Shelley's Poetical Works, »Vol. i, p.55i./



The central fact shovt which revolves 21l fhé "ehetter
about Shelley" in epnnéction with his personal moralit?, isbhis deser-
tion of Harrist Westhrook. Judged by any standsrd, th; action was one
which would scarcely admit of completé‘justification§ but according o
Shelley'ts st&ndardé, to the mould in which he was case, the-act may be
at least condonsd.

Shelley was nevervin Love with Harriet Westhfookgf He married
her in the chivaelrous heat of the moment, on & Quixotic impulse, if
yoﬁ Wili? borne away b& the appeal of a maiden in distress, an appeal to
hig innate hatred of tyrauny in any formo Before the legal consummation
of the union; Shelley ssid of it that it "more resembled exerted action
then inspired passion™s The formal merriage itself wasg & direct violation

wf one of Shelleyts most cherished principles -~ that of’free love, in
which he was & pasgionate‘believér 81l his da*s. For the sake, of
Harriet, he submitted to tﬁe boﬁdg of matrimony, which were to him
‘Oppressive and‘ifksomé, since he ?ealized the fragility of woman'é
reputation; for "rgputation snd its consequent’advantageé", he said,
"are rights", which should not be given over without the sanction of somé
sufficisent causee.

Shelley's uniqn with Harrist, then, wes not so much even es
one of his Plstonic allisnces. He never seems for & moment to have
regayded Harriet as & soul-affinity; she was merely a bright,'engaging N
likeable girl, far below him in power"of intellect, end quite incopable
of‘comprehending his transcendent geniﬁs.

Harriet, ab tinme prbgressed, gradually abandoned her esarly
attempts to attain to an approximstion of her gifted husband*s intelleotﬁéi 
level; while he was developing rapidly, both me#tallyvand aesthéticallya

[ )
I i



/

Perhaps, tqo; Sbeliey's dislike of the'omnipresent Bliza Westbrook
gualified his affection for Harriet; and it5is nore than‘likely that
the dour Elizs infected Harriet's feelings towsrds Shelley. At any

rate, there arose some very resl cause or causes of Incompatibility

i

"between the two, of which dilsaffection Shelley, in 1817, wrote, in
connection with the Chancery suity "Delicacy forbids me to say more thah.
that we were disunited by incurable dissensions"e.

FfémvShelleny 1ines,“To Harfiét, May, 1814“, we gathef»that

the élienation ceme primerily ffom Harriet's side; fér the poet is
evidently'here pleadiﬂg despaifingiy'for the réturn of he£ love for hima
Aeccrding to Thornton Hunt, the definite aqt of separaticn came from
Harriet; and 1t is §értain that in Shelley‘s soul fﬁere ranﬁléd.a sense.
of injustice done him; and:of Bitterme#ﬁvfdr'theISesmingly cold and
:cruel hardness with,which.Harriet'fronted hims

Accordinglyg when Shelléy met Mgrvaoéwin,’ahd found in her one .
who wited practigaily all the attractioné'ﬁhicﬁéhe congidered desirable'
in Women,_he was drawn es Irresistibly to her 25 she to hime He foumnd
in her & soothing emollient td his laceratéd spirit, disﬁliusioned as he
was in his first wife, end acﬁing in»heaft at'her infidelity-to hime It
appeéredlgoon that poor Harriet haé néverithe intantion of making the
 ,separa£iqn co@plete and permenents but Shelley, though he maintainéd
towards her sn sttitude of brothe:ly kindness,and vrotagonism, was
definitely removed from ahy con&idératioﬁ of her in a comaubial relation.
4 further, he Wms(cpnvinced that‘she_ﬁad become enamoured of a certein
Caﬁtain Ryan, snd thét, iﬁdeed, sﬁé hed been falsé t0 him bef@re he unitéd,

his Jife with that of Mary Godwin. "I learn just now from Godwin," wrote

She}léy to Mary in 1814, "that he hes evidence that Harriet was unfaithful

\
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to me four momthe before I Lleft Fngland with you'. (1)
. Shelley, then, believed nimself fully justified in his action.

We may mdjudge thai action rash and illsconsidered; but we must still

remgwber that the standards by which we regulste our moral conduct sre

'

vastly Gifferent from the actuating principles of the morsl philosophy of

pirit spart from

Shelleys; who was, efter 511, a genius, with & mind and s

the meny. His was =2 hly-strung nature, and he fled from

infidelity and coldness with 2ll the force of the rezction inspired by his .
own loyel snd warmly loving temperament. As to the ultimste consequences

of the sepasration, in the tragic death of Harriet, Shelley was as deeply

pote

shocked and grief -smitten as any. It is en instance of the ingenuous

i
I

magnanimity of the poet's mind that he forgave Farriet her supnosed ill-
\

treatment of him, and thought of her alwgys with kindness; going so far
‘ 3
even &% to write inviting her to visit him and Mary on the Continent. Her

tregic passing, therefore, was & staggering blow to him. Years after, in

1820, Sheiley wrote as follows to Southey, who had entreated him to judge, -

in reviewing his life, whether his opinicns hsd not brought peid and sorrow
to other peoole, 2nd guilt to himself:
i

"ou select 2 single passage out of & 1ife not only otherwise

spotless, bubt spent In szn impassioned pursult of virtus, which looks like

2 blot, merely because T regulated my domestic errangements without deferring

to the notions of the vulgar, although I wight have done so quite as
cenveniently hed I descended to their base thoughts ~ this you call guilt.

)

I might snswer you in ancther manner. But I teke God to witness, if such a

eing is now regerding both you and me; and I pledge myself, if we meet, a8
’ //
1, Lo repest the seme in h

.

e

perhaps you expect, before Him after dsat $ presence -

' . s ~ o8 LR PO~ - -y : .
thet you accuse me wrongfully. I am imnocent of 111, either done or intended;

(1) Dowden, Bdward, ~ P.Bs Shelley '~ p.236.
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the consequences you sllude t¢ flowed in no respect from me". (1)

. It wos Shellsy'®s n@artuelt conVLcil however 1ill-founded it

Y

may have been, that he was doing the rlgnt‘thing in 1eavingfﬂarriet for
13

Mary. The pessionate lntensity of his assertioi to uouthey can leéve little
doubt as to'his éiﬁcerity in the matter. Jcined to his belief’in.ﬁarriet's\
infidelity and cmuelty = which, if theyzdid not &cﬁuallg exist, were at
least véry real snd poignant to hin - was his conception of the idesl soul-
mate, for the present reslized in Mery Godwing and t;ese facts, with his
fer nonvlctlon of the right of free love, Justified absclutely tc him his
owrn conducte

Shélley advocated constancy to one woman wh iie love T “nec,‘bat

4.

held that the union of the sexes was intolerable, unholy, ﬁnd unsanctifis

G/

when love passed 2VIEY » He was supremely idesal istic in his conception of
10&@, and demended too much for humen naturef. In his es&ay‘"On Love"; he
saids YIf we resson, we voulu be uwnderstood; if we imegine, we would that
the airy children of our bra 1n\v=re ﬁorn anew within snother's; if/wekfeel;
ve would that another's nervesvshould vibrazte fo OUL OWIL, thét the beams

of their eyes should kindle at once and mix and melt'into our owi, that

lios of motionless ice should mnot reply to lips quivering snd durning with

N

N . ‘
the heert’s best blood. This is Hovee (2) It is little wonder that the

rather commounplace Harriet should cease to sstisfy this Ttopian concept, or

H'
W
p.

thet Shelley, impregnsted as he was with th 6@ , should lose the warmth
of his regard for Harrist, and should welcome the opporiunity of wniting
himself with snother whe approached more mearly to his abstract ideal.

Further, Shelley's conduct in this wfortunsate &ffolf is Judtifiable %o

0

e certein extent on the ground of consistency with that phase of bis

(1)f‘Dowden, Tdwerd = Percy Bys he SheXley - 904585 o N

Sres v WY 1 o ‘
(2) "issays end Lebbers of Snbliey" ealt@d by Raward Bhys, pe 5%
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philosoply, in which 1nle1dJm$ 1»berty of CﬂOlOu was lnhMrent had the
. ’

onue fallen on him 1, ha would have borne it es unflinchingly as. he exnected

Harriet to do. Though Prometheus, who is perh@pa the hest expreou1on of

the poet's true self in &ll his poetry, sgys "i‘WiSh no living thing to

suffer paid”, he says also "Pain is my element s.. Let men be free’,

/

Shelley had the ides of freedom 25 sometimes bringing paid; dbut, acoepting'f

it himself, hé expected Sﬁhsrs t0 do 50 with like philosophical resigma%ion;
In 2 letter to Harriet, he v&ioed the above entlzcntm %us:.

Mhat law ouglit %o specify the eifehtiof the griévances which should

limit the Quration of the union df wife and hugband?" (1) \Eis answér‘to

the qv stion accorqed with the revolutlonufy doctrlnes which he had

@ssimilated from Godwin: “A husbend and wife ought to continue‘sd 1ong\

united as they 1ove one another s.. The present system of restraint does

ne more, in the majority. of instances, than-mske hﬂpoorltes or ooeﬁ enemies.

Persons of delicacy end v:rtue, unhs pnlly united to one whom tbcy £ind it

impossible %o love, spend the 1ovellest season of their life in uﬂp“oduotlve

efforts to appear otherwise than.they_are, for the sske of ﬁhe feelings.of'

thelr partner, or the welfare of their mutualjoffspring; those of 1ess

‘genervsity snd reflneme nt openly avow fheir disappointment,‘andlliﬁger'out

the remn&nt of that union‘which 6nly death can d%ssoive, in 2 state of

incurable icxerln and. hostllwta. The early education of the children

‘t askes 1ts8 color from the sqaabblew of their pare L.;’uhey sre nursed in s

systematic school of ill-humor, vioclence, and falsehood.  Had they been

~suffered to part at the moméﬁt when indifference rendered their uni&n' Ty

|

irksome, they would have been spared meny years of misery; they wonld have

connected themselves more’suitably;_and would have found that heppiness im -~ -

~

(1) Woodberry, G.HEe =~ Shelley's Poetical Works. - p.550.
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the scciety of mdre congenial partners; which ;s forever denied them by
the duspotiém‘of marrisges Th@y'wduld have been separstely useful.and
heppy members of society, who, whilst united, wére miserable, and rendered
misanthropical by misery™e (1) This is & fine utterance, absolutely
logicaliin'ﬁhe abstrécﬁa But Shelley was too impractical and vieionary
to see thet the humen spirit guides itself little by doctrines; driven
.by impulse, it is sensitive and easily injured. He failéd to consider 4t
the p&ssibility of disaffection on the part of one member to a union, while
all the strengﬁh of thet original feeiing that had‘broﬁght 2bout the
affinity remained uwbroken on the other side. What the solution wes to
& problem of this nature, Shelley does not tell us, becmkse he never
considered the hypothesiss His o ﬁild and wandering spirif was more or
less casily dis&éfectedg end with the peculiar narrowaess orbone~sidedness
whichtharécterized him at times, he failed %o realize the alternsative
possibiiity herse The applibation of this philosophy to his own mafriage
with Harrietl seems &t first glance heartless. Never can it be entirely
Justifieds bué according to Shelleyis consqience - and to what other
monlitor can we -be responsible? ~ he was acting for the Dbest. Nevertheless,
we can feel the Justice and the poignanéy of ypoor Harriet’s~cry: "Wy Godls.
he héd better have thought like other peoplel™

"The Revolt ofilﬁlamﬁ was writteg‘to show that love was fﬁq fgole .
1aw" which should govern the morsl worlds Always in Shelley'!s envisionings,
love isg supremes; in his Golden Age, it,fillg all the wérld. éhelley, like
Browning, was lmpressed with the conviction that 5loye is the only good in,

the world", and that its universal reign was the highest state to which man

(1) Woodberry, GuBe - Shelley's Poeticsl Workse p.352

/ -
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could attain. Deapi e this conception, he was yebt convinced that evil

was inherent in the universe, in- 1ts nresent condition at lesste  And’
? % B

0
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although evil wae thus to him = positive force, he held stil
eradicable; that the division. atwegen the ore eloiworld‘énd the ideal state
ig of the thignea;s
~Mhe influence of Plato on Snelley is thon gly meaked in the

laetterts philospphy of moraliﬁyé #ccording to Platd, the Ide@ of the Good

1ighed from the 1ntellect of m*n vuth birth, ond was regeined only
through the brocess of the true education; which turned the soul to the
,light. Heunce we see the dus 11ty off fl;tc*$ GOnCCpGLOn of Vlrtuu. -Though
intuitive, it was subdued, and only to be at veined through reecollection or
Lhrough the Leconceptlon of the idea of the Goode lmlley*s co‘cewtlor of
mOfulLty did not follow the APlStOtellﬁn awﬂument of habit, nor the Kantisn
one of effort. .To him, Virtue w&s_a‘éassion; an asseftion offLove gs sn .
inhexént univerﬁal gulding priﬁciple, and &s & unit by combin 8ll poetry
‘ virtue, thought, beauty, snd nrudence.

This whole cotceptﬂon embodylnm Shelleyts ideal of abstract
worality is presentsd in the chorus of the‘beneficént spirits invﬁhe fifst
act of "Prometheus Tnbound", Strong interpreds the symbolism of the’$pirits
thu&:\ The Pirst embodies universal enlightenﬁent; the Second' the highest
passi n - that of the “oul, the Third embodies tne 1nte11ectual p30310ﬂ,
that thirSt\for knbwlédge called‘by Plato the intellectual Eros, and
con%idered by ﬂim akin'%q sexual @assion in ;ts-most puré and spiritual
form; the Fourth spirit is passidn wgrking in ﬁeauty’w the inspiring force
of éoetryo ~In.£ﬁis‘ﬁmole figure>we‘s;e the sense tﬁat Sheiley'ﬁossessed of
of the’beauty of ethical goodness; it iliustrates his’oonception of Virtue

in its relation to the other forms of truth end beautys and, to gquote



Strong, "it is also iﬁSpiréd with that'craving fdr unity which has been
shown by & great liviﬁg eritic to bevone of the master~passions_of his
soul", (1)

The ardor of ShelleyT$ being, coupled with the above~mentioned
paésion for unity, made goodness to him very close to‘seﬁsuous beauty, ;nd
‘passing very easily into psssion. This more or less facile tfansition
ccours in "The Revolt of Islam", where the passion for freedom Qf TLaon and
Cythna, in Canto V, becomes the amorous passion of Canto %I. Prometheus,
it will be noticed, is lover as well as deliverere. Passion iﬁself, Shelley 

congidered, was not so much innate, as the popular expression phrased it,

4

as "cdﬁexistent'with our organization™.
Shelley held throughout tq‘his tenet that love was a séaﬁe of
mind, & delirious ecstasy to be cultivated for its own seke without
varticular referencé to its objects Unforivnately for him in this belief,
he failed éo/consider the reﬁults Wﬁich must,~in the nature of things,
follow from this‘ecstasy, since the incitements by whiéh it is prod?ced are
vinciﬁements to action. Concerning the ﬁtate_of‘lovevin him, Shelley wrotes .
"Do I love the pérson,Ath; embodied identity; if I;may be.allowed thé
expressiont NWo. I love what is Supefior,lwhat is exceilent, or what I
conceive to be so." (2) The &ifficulty with Shelley Was thatithe&e’
superiorities and excellences were often the products of his imagiﬁation,
or were the idealized disguise of his unconsclous desire, as in the cése
of wormelie ‘ : -
It was from this particular phase of Sheiiey‘s moral philosophyl
. A . .
that his poem "Alastor" was gene?ated. This poem is doubtless 2 reaction
(1] Strong, AsTe =~ "Three Studies in Shelley". | |

(2] Clutton, Brock Ae - "Shelley, the Man end’ the Poet™"s  DalB
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from his early faith in the possibility of realizihg'tﬁe‘ideal in this
world. Wiﬁh thelbuoyant optimiém common to youth, he had accepted as

-

in‘umitablevfaot that love would dbrihg him ﬁhe'supreme good. in 1ife;

unlike most youths,_however,'he had intertwined his ideal of love with
his ideal of the Golden Age. Now, at the Wriéing of MAlastorY, he had ' -
undergons é greazt disillusionment ccncérning loves . In Mary, he had found
whét he had‘donceived ;o'be his ideél, and fhe miilennium Was'yat afare .
S0 in this poem, the idezl to which:he.had to whole~heartedly attempted

to attein had becomera decéptive, dencing, Wiil~o’~thewwisp, eveh before
and never grasped, and wreaking ruin“ﬁpoﬁ men through the finest.attributes
within thems | ) | / '
The great fault of Sheliey's philosqphynof”lo§e was in-hig failure

to realiée that'inlhiﬁ yearning for the idéalhthere Was & NECeSSETY, though
%o him non«existeﬂt, mixture of’appétite. It is in;the immatable nature N
of things that man's idesl of women sﬁoﬁld bé formed with the connivance

of an instinet pmrély animglsy an@_however much whe man may igunore that -
instinet end bury it deep within his subconsdious‘mihd, it 1§ still there. .-
S0 it was with Shelley, who ighored this instinct to the éxfent of oblivion
in his consideration of union of the sexes. Thus,‘in his'original draft of
"The ReVGlt of Islem", he created L&on.and Cythma brother and sisgter, fﬁe,
stigma of incest never for é moménf entering ols mind. It was only atvthe E
\remohstrance of his publishef, Olliér, that Chelley removed the cause of
offence, thbugh even then under protest. (l) Thévfact reméins, howevef,
.that appetite exists in mah’s concention of the ideél,‘eveﬁ though‘it bg‘

subdued. Since appetite is satisted with re@lization, while the ideal is

immortal with the spirit, the admixture of the two brings into juxtaposition

(1) Clutton, Brock A, = "Shelley,;tbe Ven snd the Poet" = pe 1526

[




fundamentally confllctlng notlon&, und when aapet & hes been expressed
too definitely in the ideal, and passes with its own satisfection, the

idesl still exists, betrayed and forsaken.

e
0

The first divine inspiration of love pazsses, not because it
false or 1llusory, out because our mundene minds csunot sustain it in its

spir ituvllty Out of this first eleveting passion, however, comes a pure

[N

and steadfest sffection, mors securs and satisfying. Shelley, in his
craving for perfection, was impatient of the "haebit of affection' coming

of love. He yesrned towards the pristine ecstatie

&)
w

after the primsry blis
repture for itself, sud wes too much inclinsd to think love gone when that

moment faded, as inevitebly it must. In his relations with women, this

=y
p.
-y

violent reaction from I irst 2ttachment, this 1Trﬁooncil gbility of the

=
2
3
o
o)
bt
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o
o

ideal shown in various of his writihgs. In his early
acgualntance with Blizae Westbrook, he refarred to her as "rather svperior
to the generaiity" and ag "a very smiable girl". Two yesrs later he wrote
of.ner: “i cert::n hate her vi" all my heért and Soﬁlf....é blind and
loathsome worm thet csmnot see to sting®s {1) In "Epips Jandléa" he sings
to Emilia 'Vi?iani:

"ﬁerggh of'Heavené.too.gentle to be hu¢;n9

Veiling bvenezth that radiant fjjl of Women.

A1l that is insupportsble in thee ’ N

Of light and love and lmmortality!

Sweet Benediction in the eternsl Curseﬁ

Veiled Glofy of this lampless Universel?
Later in the same year he statess "The ‘EQipsjéhidion? I cennot lock at;

(1) ZIngpen, Roger - "I e Letters of Percy angb Shelley” - pPedl9,
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the person whom it celebrates wes cloud instesd of a Juno, snd poor Ixidn .

Fald

sterts from the centsur that was the of Tspring of his own embrascs". (1)

Just after his msrrisge with Herriet Westbrook he hoiled Elizabeth

Hitchener as "sister of my soul'. Not vnrJ long afterwards he wrote, in o

,

letter to Hoggs "She is an artful, superficisl, ugly, hermaphroditicsl
beast of 2 woman, end wy astonishment et my fatuity, 1foon51utrrc&, and

bad taste was never so great as after 1iving four months with her o5 an
inmete, What would Hell be were such & women in Heaven?" (2)
Hogg testifies to the strange attraction which seemed to drcw.
womsn 0 S’ lley like moths to the ownalew flame. She ’l gy himself declared
that im & former incs zn“*lcn he hag loved Aﬁtigone, snd that for this
reason he could find ne content in @ny mortal alliance. He_was actuated in’
his re 1at10n with women by 1ofty idealism thet was at utter vari é1ce
with the fundsmental fects of humen nature; and his inevitable disillusionment

N

spelled trsgedy for the women for whom he conceived & soul=s IEinitys

i

"the Witch of Atlas" extols the besauty of fres love; which wés,

as Shelley conceived it, beautiful in its entire eu @ape chm‘fe 2 lity
depicting asvlt dld youthful passion'untr&mmélled by the restraints of
circuméteﬁoe. To him, the natural passion essential to the propsgetion of g
the hnman rece was 21l in 211, the herald of ﬁhe'@ol@sn Ages put he did not
reslize it for vhat 1t wass The equally necesséry dis’ ipline of this
rassion v we, 8% t§ him tyrauny., malign and irrationsl. "NHot even the intercourse

of the sexes", he wrote, "is exempt from the despotism of positive 1nmt1tutlon¢"

, - (5)
(1) Clutton, Brock A, - "Shélley, the Man end the Poet™, ~ p.223.
(2) Ingpen, Roger = "Phe Letters of PeBe Shelley". - Pe67T

(3) Woodberry, G.B. ~ "Shelley's Poetical Works" - pe350.
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He declared that law, in pretending to control snd discipline passion,:

served merely to wither love, while it inducedvhypocrisya

Shelley declared that love should be fres: thaet 1atitude in

i

the marrisge bond was essential, as the humsn mind is too variablé to
hold constancy to any one women. The result of the established syétem,

he contended, is that illwmated persons are obliged to spend their lives
in én atmosphere of unh&ppiness end sven of tragedys; their childrenlare
"nursedbin a aystemétic schoél of‘ill*hﬁmor, viclence, and-félsehood"a

He advocated the roc-and~brench zbolition of the whcle institution of
marriage? gince choice and change would thereby be exempted’frpm arbitrary
restraint. "Chastity™, he said,"is\a monkish and evangelioal superstitioh,
a g?eater foe to natursl temperance even than mwintellectual sensuslity.

It strikes st the root of all domestic happiness, and consigns more than
half of the humanvr&ce to misery‘that some few may monopolize accqrding-to
1@W0 A syetem éould not well have beeu devised more studiously hostile

to humsn heppiness than merrisge™. (1) At the same time, he wes far

from advocating promiscuous intercourse, which, he said, zs & matter’of
fact would nof necessarily follow from.the establishment of the principleﬁj
of free love. Eow far he wes removed from any licentious point of view
bn,the subject of sexual intercourse, is shown in his review of Hoge's
"Memoirs of Priﬂcs Alexy Haimatoff",'of‘which review Dowden says: "He
rises, Witﬁ.all the ardor of one thvknowé the sanctityzof lofe, to ﬁtter

hig reprobation and horror of the merchendise of sensusl pleasures's (2)

(1) Ibid, = P.353a

(2} Dowden, Edwgrd - "Percy Bysshe Shelley"s p. 273,
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The passage refsrred to is an ettack upon some of the precepts

the Prince’s tubor Bruhle; and Shelley’s own words are: "But we cannot.

regerd his commendation to nis pupll to 1noulﬂe in promiscuous concubinage

without hovror or detestationo. The author appsars tc Jeem the loveless

intercourse of brutal appetite, a venial offence against delicacy and

virtus! He asserts that a transient comnection with

mey contribite to form the heart without esaent ally vitiating the

sensihilities. It is our duty to protest agalnst s0 pernicious and

di

of

Whatever may be the

and pure affection,

a prostitute, or sinless from the desolated hopes of a confidl

2 cultivated female

sgusting an opinione .No msn can arise pure from the poisonous embraces
ng heart.
claims of chastity, whatever the zdvantages of simple

these ties, these benefits, are of equal obligation to

gither sex. Domestic relations depend for their integrity upon 2 compléte

reciprocity of duties". (1)

8y S

It seems evident that what Shelley objected to in the existing

tem of morality, was nothing so much as the arbitrary restraints it

. .
imposed upon individual'freedoma Shelle” talked fervlle of hypoc Pigy

vice, but what real]y stirred him to revolt was
our moral laws. Always arcused by tyranny of sny sort, he was fired to
opposition by this particular - and neces

form of socigl czarism. "Religion and 1ity", he said, "as they now

stand, ccmp0$e a practical code of misery and servitude. (2)

ultlwate and most scathing erraigmment of the system.

(1)

(2)

Within Shelluy there. burned s hatred of the flesh as

uhplley's Rev1ew of Hoggts "idemoirs of Prince Alexy Haim
Publlcmtloﬂs of the Shelley Society.

Wooibgrry} Csls ~ "Shelley's Poetical Works" - p.354.

This is his

intense

~that of eny puritan; but unlike & puritan, he chose rather to ignore the

atoff,

7 end

the tyrannical nzture of

Sary, Lhouvh he 01d not. see that ~

a8



i (45) »

flesh then to mortify it. Love was to him moére.divine thsn netursl,

"en inspiration Wulcb produced children se music and poetry are producedw. (1)

It ¢8 nno% be denied thst this is = beautiful conception, worthy the mind of

Y

EN

2 poet; 1t will be sald, héwever, that it is visionsry and unre asonables
I% iz only so beeauss it ié ?ré@hﬁtic of & nobler condition of beling, faﬁ
beyond the ordiuary mortals of the dust, and which only the socaring
imagination of & poet would envision on earth. Whellsy wes awzre that
passion must De productive of results, snd he unefeforn decided that iﬂ’
the perfection of its state it wou”d be without resulte, completely s evllea ‘Yu
This is the burden of his theme in‘"Epipsychidion",jwhich is jusy such . .: |
another escepe from reality ses the furtherasnce of the doctrine of free ‘
love by the Vitch of Atlas. "EplpbrcY1wlon" is bhus pure exercise of
Tency ~ & flight of the im°“¢q°+ion, or & utatemert of uhe poetts abstract
conceptions of love.s It was a resume of & elley’b avstract philosophical
pfinoiples, the voice of his hermephroditic soul. The leve which is
sxpressed 1ls sexless, almost‘feminWﬁe ~ spiritual affinity rather than
sensual sttrattion. The ﬁeyﬂote cf the sentiment of the poem is expressed
in the lines -
"True love in this differs from gold'and clay,
g That 4o divide is not to tske away"; |

This is a fundementolly uncarnel type of love; for sexual love is never .
without the element of~se1fishness,‘whicb.in turn engenders jealousye.

Chiidlike~in his santimentalism,‘Shelley was unrepelled,.even ré

] )

positively attracted, by things which to the normal sexusl mlnd would. be

(1) Clutton, Brock A, - "Shelley, the Men end the Poet".
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disgusting and indicative 6f pefversity; suoh;-for example, =& the uﬁion
of Laon and Cythna’before referred to. "Bpipsychid ion" is his great song
of love, his confess ion of the plece of love in his own being. It shows
the transient nature of his love, a love which had no real root within
him, based as it ﬁas on emot10n¢ which were like fitful breezes ruffling
the surfece of a woodland pond. In June, 18@2 he wrote concerning t%ls

"poem: "It is en ideslized history of my life and feelings. I think one
is glways in 1dve with something or otheré the error - snd I confess it is

{ .

\

eagy for spirits cased in flesh and blood to avold it - comsists in ‘

:
]
- O

2

seéging in & morta l image the likeness of what is, perhaps, eternalm, (1)
This is the ssme sentiment which he hed before expressed poetic 2ll ly in’l
"Alastor"s
: : .
"Wpipsychidiocu", however, is an abstract declaration rather than

& practical affirmation. He sald himself: ”’Epipsychidion' is a mysterys

as to resl flesh aﬁd blood, you know that I do not deal in those articles
‘yOu‘might a5 well go to & gin~$h0p for a 1eg of mutton as expect anything, p
humen or es wwihly from me's (2) Emilia Viviani was to Shelley, not so

much an individusl, as the type and symbol of the eternmal ;eanlze; beautifuli
Womanhood, hound and struWW11nb for freedom, she aroused zll thai waé

ylibertywloving and chivalrous in the ardent breast of the poet. It ig
certain, however, that the actusl consuwmation of theldesire expressed in
the poem would have seriously embarrassed Shelley; though we mey be equally
certain tn 't he would have seen no moral opprobrium attached to such a
liaison, but merely o moral responsibility to provide adequately for Emilia
&nd 2t the same time for his wifevmaryp |

(1) Ingpen, Roger = "The Letters of P.B. Shelley". - p. 976.

{2) Clutton, Brock, A. -~ "Shelley, the len and the Poet" ~ p.226

~
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”Tﬁe whole thqﬁght behindxthe'pogmyseemsuto indiéate_thatsr
Shélley was natu?ally polygamous, though it is uniikely iﬁ the extreme
thaet he ever considereﬁ pﬁtting into ﬁractice his absiract and practically »
unconscious precspt. bHe realﬁzed_the necessity of physicai monogamy , but

5\

vdesired the spiritual stimulus of polygemous emoticng, failing to‘realize
the physical basis of these feelings, yet enjoying their_#ensation.' However,
an entry in his journal, in 1814, scems tO'indicate a dawning coﬁception in
nim of the neceséity-of mental aﬁd spiritual as well as physical MONOZ2MY s
The entry states: ‘
"Bewera of weakly giviﬁg way to trivial sympathies.» Content

yOurseif with one great affection - with & singlé mighty hbpe; let the
rest of menkind be the subjects ofvybur venevolence, your gustice, aﬁd,ias
‘Chﬂmaﬁ veings, of your sgnsibiiity; but, as you value meny hours of peéce,
m?ver sﬁffer more tha# one even to aporoach the hallowéd'circlé." (1)

| Shelleyt!s general morallty was actuated\ﬁy the highest stenderds..
Except in those éases wherein his own peculiar philosophy clashed with the
acoepted couventions of the rest of humaniﬁy, his mora} life was ;ﬁbvex
reproach. The abuae>which we.s casﬁ upon him was almost totaliy'undeserved
from eny standpoint, &nd absolutely wncalled-for from the poiﬁt’of view of
Shelley himself. He wrote to Mary frombRavénhu;“*"Good far more than evil
impulses, love far more then hatred, hes been tovme, except so far as yoﬁ
have béen the object of it, the source of &ll sorts of mischief", (2) Byrén

said to Trelawney: "ind %helley, too, the best and most benevolent of men;

they hooted him out of his country like a mad-dog, for questioning a dogma.

(1) Ciutton, Brock; Ae - "Sh&lle&, the Men and the Poet', ~ p.98.

(2) Rhys, Brnest = "The'Eésays and Letters of Shelley" —~ p.355.



Man is the same rancorous beast now that he was from the beginning, and if

!

the Christ they profess to woréhip reappéared, they would again cru01fv

nim", (1) |

Ribaldry offended Shelley; he would be aroused, says Hogg, "and

indeed more indignent than would appesr to be consistent with the singnlaer
mildnese of his nature, at a coarse and awkward jest,‘eSpgciélly if it
weres lmmodest or uﬂole"nlJ in the latter case his aﬁgér was uﬁbounded9 and.
hig uneasinsss pfeweminent". {2) This sort of thing was ablhorrent to Shelley's
Plétonic soul; he referred at one time toy"obsoenity, which 1s ever blasphemy
ageinst the divine beautv in life". (3) He stated, again, that one of the
greatest distinctions between the constitutions of ancient Gresce and th 0se of

modern Burope is the difference in rvegulations and sentlhéntv concerning

sexusl intercourse. This advance he attributed to the levelling doctrines of

..h

Jesus Christ, Yo the influencs of chlvmlry, or to the natural dlqurlt beﬁWeen\
!
Celt and Greeks. In this circumstance, and in the abolition of slavery, he
counsidered that the modern Ruropesns hwd ma de«an advance over the Orecks greater
than in any other respect. While he was a debermined advocate of individual.
e o an e _
liverty send freedom of choice znd zction, he was sgqually determined opponent of .
licenss. W“Sobriety of mind end body", he seid, "is necessary to those who

would be free; becsuse, without sobriety, & high sense of philanthropy cannot

sctuste the heart, unor cool wnd detPTMIHSd courage ehgcatn its dictates"s (4)
‘ Shelley was himself the very embodiment of unselfishmness and .

cenercsity. His blographers cite numberless instences of the absolutely self-

A

<
<

) Trelawney, BeJs = "Recollections of the Last Days of Byron & Shelley" p.63.
) Dowden, Hdward - "Percy Bysshe Snelley" - DeBBe
j Rhys, Frnest, - MResays and Letters of “helle~" — Pe18

Ibid. ~ P.3683s

'



abnegatory philanthropy of the poet; and indeed his life 1s a model -of
, o , : .
Christian self~sacrifice in the interests,of otherse THe lived himself.

{

in comparative poverby Whlle ﬂalﬂtalﬂlﬂ@ flﬁaﬂClMlly men like Godwin and

Hunt, and exerting his powers to the utmost in thelribeﬂalf, Vhlle he

'

lived at rem@doc, he occauled himself ccntlnuvlly with philanthr TCPY 2mong
the poor of that district; aAd’tha impoverished lace~mskers of lMsrlow were
relieved in their'di$fress by his beneficence. Thege is = sto?y on fegord
of Shelléy's arriVing ﬁﬁme éne day shoeless, having given his shoeé to an
old maﬁ»who,ladkedyfootgeara This\is an indication of the.s irit whjch
Shelley hore throughout the world, and of uhe greatness of his hsart. -
qhelley took & very broazd VLeW of nhalgnthropy.v The distiﬁction
oetJeen the %elfluh and. the virtvous man, he said, lies ‘in the fa ct that
the imagination of the 1«tter is much less 01rcumscr1bed tn.n that of the
former. Selfishmness follows from ignorance;vthe child’s lack of sympathy
%or others in pain is & reSult‘cfbhis own ignorance,Arather then of his
lack of sensibility. Disinteresfedneés is_natural tg human:beings,ihe .
_bohcludéd; and in thlo fact 11@0 the explanstion Of,the-é@wér,whichlloﬁe

-

exerclses over the human'hearte As a result of his consideration of virtue

in humenity, Shelley reached the conclusion thlt man is capable of desiring

and pursuing good for its own sakee

Shelley coasidered will to be»the'omnipoteﬂt force in the Yo

v

individual nature; and he never, in his brlef span of life, conceived of
{
“any other impulse within hirself except that wille Aopet 1tes end irstinets’

to hlm were will, end therefore spiritusl; he therefore ignored, 2s

totelly non-existent, the animal thet was in him - although perhapns in

lesser degree = in common with other men. The pusslon of love he tra nslcted

into a passion for a higher copdltloﬂ5 Pnd ﬂny hindrsnce %o fhls 1uv sion



(51)_,,,, S

1 . - N
was to him a hindrence te his achieving a ncbler condition of being:
=nd wes hence tyrannous and restrictivé. The essential conflict between our

appetites znd the conditions of our being, he realized; but he attributed \
this conflict to some external tyrannouvs force. This fallacious coneception

explaing his rebellion against existing institutions, including that of

W

marriage, which he considered as restrictive of the freeé exerc}se of will,
and hence of progress to & highernplang of humenity.

Shelley made joy'the test of the distinection betWeén right : j
and wrongs This would be all véry well in en idesl stafeg but in en
imperfect world of imperfect beings, joy is a perilous criterion, even

for men with sguls és elevated as was Shelley'ts aﬁove grossﬁess and
crueltys The true test of the distinction between good and‘badvpleasurés
is our will, which must be disciplined for the tectingy and to this
&sesplines L - o b . .- ‘
peetiar Shelley would not consent. Results mesnt nothing to him, for
ne considgred‘them to be the faqlt of oiroumstances, and not of the
action itself. To qﬁote Cluttdn~Brock: "Yet it might be sa?d of ~him,
as it was said of someone @lse, that he wes born oo godd ever to become
a saint‘b He had & fecility in virtue like the facility of Raphaél in

. C ) /
art; and there were moral dengers in that facility"es (1)

(1) Clutton~Brock, A. =~ "Shelley, the Man and the Poét"‘




PART Ii.

POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY.
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Ob@ptar TV - Social Doctrines.

Dissatisfaction with things as they are is 2o elmost inevitable
accompaniment of the poetic nature; for the vaulting fancy of the woet
sees afar the divine beauty of perféction, dnlle his hi hly sensitized
agsthetic faculties magnify & hﬁnafedfOLd to him the uallneas and sgue 2lor’
engendered by ths imperfection of his environments Thus 1t is thet every
ﬁruly great soclal or economic movemsnt has ibs poetiﬁ expressiony and
thet ulmost cateclysmic political upheaval, the Frenéh43evolution, was
given voice in En*l nd by the Romentic School of poets,‘young men who
Soughﬁ to shatter and‘caat 0ff the o0ld outworn moulds of thought,nand
to erect a new code of behavioux in the relstions of men with mane

As the French Revolution spent itself in unrestrained passion,
however, and.6>fene1 ted into misery snd ogpres&ign but 1ittlé removed
from fhe conditions of the Ancien Regime, the corresponding res ctloa
foliowed in England, with the result thet former radicsls smong the pcetg,‘
11Ke Wordsworth and Soutney, gravitated towards conmservetism: and the
(same result attended in the reslm of nol cse Thus it was, that when
Shelley anpeared before the Enéliéh vecple, hie stood 2lmost zlone in his
denuncistion of existing condlitions, conditions which of themoelves cried
aloud for Gonsidération and reform. The Prince Regent was spending money
extravegently, while the masges existed in the most grinding penury. The !
men to whom the destinies of the nation were entrusted were 100 much absorbed
in their geme of politics to thlnA of gttempting reform in the interest of

the poors; znd sny who raised his voilce in protest at this iniguitous condition

of things was decried as & revolutionary and jacobin. Shelley was stigmatized



a8 a_destructive radicel beéause of :such gtterances és tﬁis: "They may

feod and riot, anazsin t0 the l&st‘moméht; the groaﬁs of the w;etched may
gasélunheededxtiil the latest momeﬁt of this infemous revelry = £ill the
storm burst upon them, and the opp£essed.ta;e ruinous vengeance upon the,
oppressors"y (1) but he was not inciting action towards such a catastronhes

LIS

Rather was he pointing out its imminence'in view of the existing politicel
state of the country. kThe example of thé French Revoiution had 1little
~influence in'éonducting him o cbnservatism, for he saw beyond the sﬁfface

of the spparent debaelelon'the COntinehta In hiS”preface to "The Revolf of’ :
Islam"*be Said:v "The panic which, like sn epidemic trensport, seized upon
81l men during the excessés consequent upon the French Revolution, isg
graduelly giving way to sanity. It has’ceasedvto be believed that whole
generations of mankind ought to consign themselves to a hqpeiess inheritance
of ignorance snd misery, because é nation of men who had been dupes and |
_slaves for centuries were incapable of conducting themselves with the

wisdom and tranéﬁiliity‘of freemen 80 soon 28 some of their fetters were
pertially 1ooséﬁed". (2} Shelley was in advence of Lis time in this res@eé@,
that his perspective was not distortéd by fear of s recurrence in England . .
of the'French.Reign of Terror. While he deplored ihe 6XCesses of‘th@ French -
v Revolution, he saw them as‘a result of the same cauaes‘to ﬁhioh the leaders

of thé movement owed,their other miseries and mistskes; and he coﬁsidefed the
license and;unrestraint which followed as "additional proof of the need for

) .
that long-delayed change which they accompanied snd disgraced". (3)

(1) Clutton~Brock, As - "Shelley, the Mem and the Poet™ = p.56.
(2) Woodberry, G.E. = "Shelley's Poetical Works". p.ll6.
(3) Shelley, P.Bs ~ "Philosophical View of Reform" ~ p.17. " ;o

[
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At the same tnme, Shelley saw Qlearly that tnoagb the uevolut;on overthrew
friloyets chJ aristocracy, and hierarchy, if extinguished only p#ntially the
pescions that gave rise to these perversions of government; énd the result
was a return, in g 1e ser de@fe @y, t0 the 61& syStem.
Shelley's radicalism was expressed in a2 violent denunc;ation of
he tyrennical oppressiens of the past, and in a strong feith in a futuré
of liberty snd innocence, vwhere abserce of laws would melke men £it to govern
themselves, by encourasging the exércise of their individual faculties fof‘
gbodo Sines he thus considered 1&Wg 28 restraining the development of the
moral neture of mankind, his sntagonism was readily sroused b&-the rere
existence of a law or a tradition. He was, howe§pr, éé;we have noticed,

B

possessed of & boyish curlosity, which was as much & part of his impulse as

s 4.

ct liberty which drove him t
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the spirit of abstr

“rimstitutions. His love of liberty uaé Justice was an imperscnsl vpassion,

=3

impregnated as he was with & vast desire to share with oll menkind the idesl
state he imaged. .

Shelley had a lofty ”OﬂOLQthﬂ of the nature and essence of

politicse MPhe most fatal error that ever hap pcneu in the world", he said, x

Myas the se@aratioh of politicsl and ethical science «.. politics are morals
comprehensively enforced™s {((1) Again>he stated "Expediency is inadmissible o
in morels. PoEit’c are ouly sound when conducted on principles of morality;
thay mrv, in fact, the morals of natiﬁns"a (2) He advised the Irish neople:

"The was to liberty and happiness is never to btronsgress the rules of virtue

justice «» be calm, mild, del rate, patient ..e you are not all wise
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end goods You may be st some time, wmd ﬁl en Irelsnd will be an. earthly
- paradises (3)

and the PoetM.p.5l,

(2] Rhys, Brnest — "The Essays snd ugt ters of Shelley" - P 585
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thst Shelley conceived of social progress only throvgh morsl
advanecamegnty the 1dea of politics as & sbudy sepersic snd distinct from

morals was untensble to hims Fe b ileved hat the forms regulating humen

(“Q

iety have es their object the happlness of the individusals constitubing
that socliely; and the object is mnot merely heppiness enjoyed by the
individuels as sensitive belngs, but the menner in which such heppiness is

digtributed among them &s sociel entities. Happiness produced by commmity
.o N

effort, and maintsined by the common care, should be distributed enuitebly

to individusls in proporbvion to their rishitful claims upon ite. THe held that

is the regulsting force

law of bhumsn nefure, ¢

1=

of heunevolence. M™he ebolition ¢f perscnal Slavery" he seid, "is the hasis

nte the mind of men to
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conceives The essence of Shelley's conception of the function of society

se orgenized in the State is expressed by Lessing in "Ernest snd Pslk™ as

fellowss "People urnite rather that through snd in this union every individual

A

/ the bebbter and more surely enjoy his share of welfsré. The tetal of the.

welfare of all its members is the weliwre £ the stete; besids thig there is
9
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nong. Bvery other kind of welfare of the State, whereb;
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wmast suffer, is & cloak for btyrannye. Nothing elseMs

=

L1
Shelleyts fundsmentel position in respect of government is set forth -
;

in his words "Ihe only use of government is to repress the vices of men. If

ne would have = right to demend that goverment

..‘1

man were todey sinless, tomorrow
and 211 its evils should cesse". (2) He considered thaet laws tended to restrain
the impulse of the individual towerds good for itselfs and we have seen that

‘ne had reached the conclusgioh thet man was cegpable of pursuing good for its owm

(1) Lessing, Gotthold Ephraim -~ "Bronest and aik"

(2) Rhys, RBrnest - "Essays and Letters of Sbelley" “ De38Ts

. .
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sike. The, arbitrary restraints of the men-made insbitubioms of léw, bradition,
and custom, did more to militate against.moral perféction iﬁ huménity then |
any Iinherent faults possessed by menkind. In-this é"vocacy of the abolition
of government gnd the k@pﬁy state of anarchy, Shelley was. the éon of william
Godwine "Government", seid Godwin, "in its very nature couﬂteract$‘the
development of the individual mind"a“ Shelley wrotes

"The men

Of virtuous goul commandsrnot; nor- obeys. ' L

Power, like & degolating pestilence, (

Pollutes whate'ervit ﬁouches; and cbhedience,

Bane of all genius, virtue, freedom, truth,

Mekes S1aves of men, and of the humsn freme

A nmechanized sutomaton"s (1) ("Queen Mab").
in the "Révolt of Islamg; the poem which asserts Shelley's faith in the
iaevitability of the feign of Reasgon and the advent of the Golden Age? ;aon,
the hero-poet, sacfifices him&elf in the ncble cause of libderty, and falls
vefore the ponderous advence of tyranny. This same conviction of'ultimate
social well-being on earth is expressed in ghelley'ts saying: "“Every grest
nation either hes besn or is or will be free".

While Shelley objected strenucusly to injustice and to 2 system

of @?iviiege, he did not, a5 he said, "insult common sence by insisting on
the natursl equality of maﬁ"s (2) 80 far as this was practicable, he held
it . to be desirable. That state of soclety which agproximated most nearly to
an equal partition of benefits and;evils was to be prefgrfed, other thingsj Co
being eqaala For from physical improvemeht, produced by the effort consequent
(1} Woodberry, G.Hs "Poetical Works of Shelley" - p.28.

(2) Woodberry, G.Fe "Postical Works of Shglley“ - D.348 Vole I.

N -
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upon labor, the fich are precludedg and from moralrimprovement, te which

leisure is essential, the poor srs debarrsd. ﬁhelley‘séidt "A state whidh

should combine the zdvantages of both would be subjeéted to ﬁ%e evils of’

neither". (1} TFurther, "the first princi?le of politicsl reférm is thé

'natural equality of men"; this, be it ncted, not with regard to pro?erty;

but to rights,. “That equality of possession which Jesﬁs Christ so 5a£sionately
“ - . A . ’ S

taught is & moral rather then a politicel truth, snd is such as social

institutions cennot without mischief inflexibly secure". (2} Ssaintsbury

has said that Shelley would have turned backward the whole wﬁeel of society,fs_‘

without regsrd to the ruin.he might cause by this actiong butvthe'ﬁords.of

the poet which have been gquoted would seem fo indicate that he was ?ogsesséd

of a-very fair qonception of the rights of vested Interests. The equality

of posesseions whose existence he deniled, he redognized s one of the ultimate .

attainments of civilization - an attainmeﬁt towarde which it is the duty of

mankind to strive, but vhich in the present condition of human nature‘isi

impossible of immediate realization. He hated ineguality - "Pitles ere

tinsel, power & corrupter, glory & bubble, and excessive wealth & ;ibel on its

possezsorty (3) -~ but ek the same time he saw the futility cf any attempt at

revolution of the social order.

«

Shelley was satisfled, however, that maﬁ has progressed.steadily
in respect of equality. The growth of justice, he saw, had lessened
ineqﬁality,ﬁand Justice in turn had been eﬁgendered by the‘Spread of that
universal knowledge which he'cgﬁsidered to be the penscea of the sociai
iils of the world. Christ endesvored to ép_ly in practice his,principie of
(L) Ibid -~ p.349,

(2) Sheliey, PeBe = "Philosqphical View of Reform" -~ p.70

(3) TRuys, Trnest -~ "Essays and Letters of Shelley™ - p.383




strict and absolute equality; but encient precedent and tradition triumphied

over the transitory glow of enthuglesm aroused by the precepts of the

__>

great Reformer, and th in its nature equality mu¢t
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result from rather then precede morsl 1mprovement in societys' The

numerous attenpte at the establ nent of eq u"ity; however, have in spite
of thelr fallure remained os monuments to mark.the advance df truth and |
Justices. Roussesu held that e@ualitg among menkind could be seouﬁed by a

reversion of soc ety to & primitive state. It was his theory thet

civillzation had engendered Inequality send privilege; that civilization wae

| %N
i~
P

degeneration, and that cur conception of progression was in reslity retro-

gressione Shelley sconted this theory, which is in its nsture essentislly.

> .

pessimistic. He declaved: ““ot hing is moreobviously false then that the
remedy for the ineauaiity among men consists in theif return to the

condition ¢f saveges and be2sts seo Uncivilized msn is éhe most pernicious
and misereble of belngs, end thet viclenmee and injustice which are the
genuing indication of.resl inequalilty, obtaln in the soclety of these beings

2 4™ - s N -
without palllatiod e (L} Mhis is 2 comstructive conception, embodys

as it does the Ldeh of perfection in & fubure, =nd not in a bygous, condition,

i

y the possitlity of the attelument of soclal perfecticn. through

the zpplicetion of the Golden Rule. It is interesting to note that Shelley

cunded on Shakespeare's "Timon -of Atheus" would be =n

iy

considered. that & play
excellent mode of discussing our presént gocial and politicsel evil$ drematically,
and of desoantiﬁg upoh theme

It is in "Queah Mab" thet Shelley's revolutionary pflﬂOlnle are

most fully set forthe This poem was hilsMWuvenile confession of fzith"; and

thovgh many of its doctrines were in the course of {ime modified, znd many

(1} Ruys, Brnest -~ "Nseays and Letters of Shelley" = pe 107



point of view
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absolutely recented by their suthor, it remzing, in
and fundemental reasoning, & feithful trenseript of the true Shelley as
he wae for the greater part of his brief‘existence;

Meny of the facts from which Shelley drew his generalizations
in "Queen Mab" were advencsd by the French writer Volnsy in his;"les
Ruines™, Bothmen considered kings as 1uxuridﬁs deSpoﬁs, who uSurped.l
~their power through the exercise of wrong and oppression, and who lived

entirely sbove and apart from the welfare of their subjects. The stability .

of their position is maintained, Shelley sa2id, "in nmen's desgp, unbettered

woe"s In other words, monsrchs rule end meintein themselves by reason of

the ignorsnce of those beneath them, whom it is in their interest to keep

in e state of debasement, On the other hand, the oligarchy of the monied
clesses, which uses monarchy only as "the string which tiss the robber's

bundle", is much less lowering to the dignity of nhumen neture then is

\'

absolute monarchy; but it is & csuse of correspondingly greater suffering
t0 the psoples

"Prometheus Unbound", Greek in adornment and imegery, is revcolntionary

I

and modern in its essential spirit. t is the problem of "Queen Meb" over
agaln, transcendeatally beautified, with Shelley's flashing poetry at its
supreme height. In the noem, Jupiter is Tyranny, the priests and kings

1

of "Queen Mab"; sei up by the humen mind, 28 personified In Prometheus, he

immediately enchains the power Lo which he owes his supremacy, reslizing

S

that the too great freedom snd enlightenment of humsn thought would result
inevitably in his own overthrow. Here again is the Volney-Shelley theory
of the nature of menarchy, &S existing by the consent of the mssses, whose

consent in turn is obtained and retained through the ignorance engendered



and sustained in them by the rulers. mhe HolbachMShelley conception of
Vecessity zs thevmotivevforce of the universe is here carried forwsrd in
the overthrow of Jupiﬁer by Necessity as\Demogorgoﬁ. Prometheus, o8
Méﬂkind, possesses the secret whicb.emasculates Jupiter{ out it is dnly in
the fulness of time, through the operations of "the undeniable necessity
f .

that is in the universe™, that the nower of oppression is overthrown. This
is Shelleyt's prophecy of future ffeedom for humanity. With tyramny cest
dovn, the &olden Age arrives; and Prometheus and Asis, the spiritusl
‘representation of ideal love in men and nature, are uniﬁed, "iian with
changeless nature ccalescing," when the iyrannic Yumen lews which sepsrated
them are swept.away. As in "Queen MabY, Loﬁe reigné in a world of haopy
anarchy, where the Individual lives untrammslled, |

"Seeptreless, free, uncircumscribed, but mans

" Bqual, ﬁnclassed; tribeless, and nationlass;

Exemot from 1&@, worship, dezrees thé king

Over himself, just, genile, wise".

"The Mask of Anarchy® displays, with the definitenéss imposed by
the limitations of realily, the idesl ofiman’s bettef life, which séems at
times so far-off and visionary in "Prometheus UnboumdM. Shelley; aroused
by the "Maunchester Massacre", saw in it the commencement of a series of
gvents 1ike.those Which lef up to the French Revolution; and he went forth,
like the champion of the oppressed that he was, to bfeak g lence in the
cause of the indﬁstrious LOOT, with whom his‘sympathies always resideds He
counselled peaceful Opposition on the part of the victims of tyraﬁny,vand
advised that theyfshOuld bear With calm fortitude and resalution the power
of Oppression, which Wouid sxpend itself oﬁ passive resistence and go downxin

ruin. At no time does Shelley condone the use of force or of lawlessness
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even in the interest of freedom, bub admonishes the oppressed to retain as

[

o

their shield and defence the laws bf BEngland:
"The o0ld laws of England = tha§
Whose reverend heads with age are greys
Children of a ﬁiser day ;-
And whose solemn voice must be
Thine own echo -lLiberty"y
These sentiments sound little like the utterances of the headstrong revolﬁtionary‘
that Shelley was popularly supposed to bes but they sre consistent with all
his maturer dicta on social conditions, with his youthful addresses to the
Irish veople, and with the "Proposal for Putting Reform to the Vote", the
product of his ripened judgmentbs .
Shelley maintained that while war mey be necessary in thesis,
it is'in practice & thﬁng’of horror and tyrahny, productive of no good,
ani/prolific of angﬁish and sorrow to the unfortunate instruments of its
bsing; while those responsible for‘its origin and continuance remszin safe
and'unmolastei, Even in the cause of jJustice and freedon Shelley would
not countensnce the 1ldes of‘Wﬁrfarea "To employ murder as & means of justice",
he s2id, "is an ides which 2 men of enlightened mind %ill ﬁot dwell u@on
/With.pleasure".v(l) He saw iﬁ war, besides its injustice end inhumsnity,
a terrific waste of forces which might be tufned towards furthering the
achievement of social welfare in the worlds "If all the thought which nad
been expended on the construction of engilres of agony éné death - the modes
of aggression and defence, the raining of armies, and the acguirement of those
arts of tyramy end falsehood witﬁouf which miied governments éould neither

20,
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be led unor governed - had been employed to promote the true welfare

extend the real empire of men, how different world have been the present

(L) Woodberry, GeB. ~ "Poetical Works of Shelley" ~ DPe342a



situation of humen sooieﬁyx“ (1)

~

The taking of~1ife in sny form wgs an action abhorrent to Shelley's

helief in the rig

FQ

ht of the, individual to life. According to his own
proncuncement, the sbolition of cepital punishment was in the front rvenk -
of the ‘social reforms advocated by hime The theory was prima facie futile,

he held, because, since we know nothing of the nature of dsath or of the

-

after life, we are unsble to say vwhether death be »umishwent or rewsrd, or

merely negation. At any rote, viewed as mere punishment, the desth penalty

was, he considered, barberous and outworn. "It ls sulfficiently clear that

re venﬂe? retalistion, atonement, expiastion, are rules and motives, so far

0

from deserving & place in any enlightened system of politicsl 1;?@, that
they sre the chief sources of 2 prodigious class of missries in the domestice
cireles of socilety™. (2)

£ cepital punisiment .

<

Shelley denounced further the Pfutility

considered as a deterrsnte A o&ropw—nlhdod men, put Lo death for such 2

daath appser 2 heroic end mbmbuwfvl

| to sympathy end admiravion, would

snbertain no fear of death, if in tre process they might excite such
gmotiong in the bosoms of others a8 they themselves experienced on this
oceasion. The law i thus WeE! ned by losing thot sywpathy which is

necessery to its maintensnce and progress. ITurther, persons endowed with

& cotrsensgss of splrit sufficlent to meke murder, rape, and glan&er aCthﬁS

comron 0 them, ore ipso facto rendered insensible to the tervor or Pciﬁ

agsocliated with death. Thus, while performing no useful fuuction on

bebzlf of humenity, cepltal punishment confirms &ll the inbuman snd

unsocial impulses of men. "Mhe meanest wretch is iwpressed with 2 sense of

hig own QOKQuf tive merit., Fe is oue of those on whom the tower of Siloam

¥ ; P e QT e
(1) Rhys, Trnest -~ "Esssyd and Letbters of Shelley" - . 95,
(2) ] " v " 1 on ] 1 Do 64,




fell not ~ he is such 2 one a8 Jesus Ohrist waﬂC uot in all Ssmeria,
2

H

who, in his own gsoul, throws the first stone at the womaen tsken in
adulier; v"a (l )
Shelley followed Locke in his conception of govermment by

consents He decls Led thet government has rights only so far as it

s
@
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ce of the people by whose consent it exists. In itself

it hes ro rights, since 1t is delegabted by individuals for the purnose

bods

of securing thelr own rizhts. These sre liberty end an egual share in

netural resour es; and & glvéxnme vt which fails té pro?ure for the
people these rights mey by them be dischsrged or revised, since it has
violated the terms vhich justify its existences

A The rights of a minority, however, should slways bhe recogmized,
though not s0 as to interfere with those of the majority._v% ince the
benafit Qf.the governed is the object and origin of government, no merson
can possess suthority which does nqt proceed from the governmanf; ond this

e small nen-concurring body within a

L

fact precludes the hypothesis o

G

e
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larger organization. The minor

N

state =and form a governwent according to

ghould therefere withdrsw from the

This is
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es§egtial t0 1@ well=heing of scclety; for 211 of its members should

beér gn sqgual shars in the benefits end burdsns of governments Any
violetion of the state of scclety maybjustify scme degree of coercion‘on‘
the violstors who, hpwever, retveins rights to the exbtent thet the coercion

be as slight es possidble within the bounds of effectivensss. Torce emmloyed

¢ & sure indicabion of weskness in 2 stote.

[ )

where reason will suffice

AV the same time, no person hes the rigl ht of disturbing the vpesce of the

i

(1) Ibid = P70 S | :




gtate by violation of any %ew, Jjust or unduscs He should sndeavor to
secure its repeal, while meintaining towards it an attitude of passive”
acquiescence during its exletences It is the right and duty of every

the right to

i
o
bass

citizgen to think, act, and speak freely, and wo law
forhid the ¢ @tlce of trutne. Truth is the dutly of manrlnu, and HJ 7
which 1s a duty cen never be criminal, whatever man~made\1aws may declare
on the subjeét. -MGovernment ceunot make & law. It csn only proncunce | /
thaet which was the law before its organization, viz., the moral resﬁlt of
the imperishable relations of things". (1)

This, ig brief, is Shelley's theory bf the origin,‘constitution,

and function of the state. Its obvious characteristic ls the guantity of

demceracy and

liverty implied in the organization of scclety; and to that
extent, it ig en zdmirable code of politics. But it hzs the great fenlt of

dmpracticebllity in many of 1ts aspscts, end was in reality advenced by
Shellsy merely as s statement of what should be, rather theo of what might

“

D8

Shelley posgsssed & very great admiration for imericen ins t1tutzon5.

&

He declared of Washington, "As a werrior sund statesman he was righteous in
all he did, unlike all who lived before or since; he never uged his power
but for the benefit of his fellow-creatures", (2) Purther, he held up to

st@miration the oonstl tution snd government of the United Stztes, which,

o

"sufficiently remote from the accurecy of idesl excellence", was yet "scarcely
less remote from the insolent and conteminating tyrennies under which, with

some limitations of the term 28 regards Fngland, Burone grozned at the period
& L i &
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(1} Rhys, Trnest - "Heseys av

(2) Shelley, Ps Bs '"Philosophical View of Reform" - p.l2.



of the successful rebellion of America"a (L) Strengely enough, in 211

his rewerks upon Americen institubions, Shelley bas no word to soy

conesrning the practice of slavery then exmtant in the United Statese
' \

T'Of government lay to

Shelley in the fzol that it hed no king or other srbitrary officer extort ng

woalth or spresding corrupticn. The here Oltwf gystem of government extant

L TS T " -
the United Stotes, wherse

of class cousciousness. Herein Shelley

pointed to o weskness of the British House of Lords, whose members, in hums:

wiure, would legislate in the interest of that class to which they belonged,

conviction of the evils
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and to which uY

of monarchy ﬁnd.*rivileg was 80 pronouneed thet we can essily conprehend the
I
which he would entertsin for = system which, in theory st least,

\

minimized privilege end swept ewsy mounarchy entirely.

Anbther phase of the American zccial system that eppealed 0 ohelley

w2s the non-gxistence there of &n Tsteblished Chruch, the government pretending

+to exercise no control of eny sort over the religlous tenets of its individual

citizensg ASide from the fact of per: 1tt1n@ individual fresdom, ttis condltion
had the additional recomuendation of guarsateeing that government funds ﬁould
not be miédirected’towardg the ‘gugoo b of & clergy whose existence was a matter
of supreme indifference to meany of the contributors to those fundse.

The ultimaté factor to Shelley in the exéellehce of the American

nstitution was the cla se which provided for its revision gvery ten yesrs.

R

This he sonsidered = wise and foresighted provision for the application to the

(1) Ihid -~ p.12.



(66)

- social sta e of interin giscoveries tending towards ite bebterment, The
srror of the Americen constitutiom, he realized,-was not that 1t did not
represent a@eqaatelj'the wili of the e ople as 1t was, but that 4id mot
provide for "the‘full'devalqpmentvand salutary condition of that w;llﬂ.(l)
1t failed to prov1de th L thb w111 »f Lue padple SboaTd be as wise and gust
as possible; slthough Shelley Sﬁ?ted that & constitution, by g falthful
representation of'the existing Will of tre yeopie, mi@ht a8ne eﬁder & wholesbme
condition of thet wille And despit e his admiration of -the American ﬁonstitution, .
he declered that that of Great Britain was one which lent itself readily,
by reason of 1its vefsatility and flexibility, to advancing the cause of
wisdon and virtue.

Shelley was an ‘fé&lt democrat, but he was avsg ré of the va 8t potential
evil of democracy in the emisting condltloﬂ of things at the time a2t which

he wrote. He held that universzl suffrage was defensible in absiract theory
only, &6 in practice it would inevitebly tend to bring sbout 2 complete social
revolution, which would be liable to that raepid declive which inveriably
attends sudden and violent chemnge. He advocated that the people first be
educated concerning thelr rlﬂhts, and lvore 550 Wlth the ides of the pe eful

~

end irresistible progress wnich follows the exercise of patlence and reason.

S‘s’)

as followss "I consider the adoption of

et}

His own words in this counsction ar
universal suffrage, In the present unprepared state of ouollc knowledge and
feeling, & measure fraught With‘perilg T think thet none but those who

g

registel Lnelr nemes &§ peying a certain small sum in girecgt taxes ought, at

present, to send members to perlisment™s (2) This statement is remarkable in

(1) Shelley, PeBe = "Philosophical View of Reform" - p.1be



(67)
that it merks the withdrawsl by Shelley of his early pantisocratic

principles, ln his deflence of the property gualifications for the right

-

v

of franchise. He édvocated further'the disfrangﬁisement ¢f the rotten
bordughs, the transference,of thelr righits to the unenfirar cll ed cities and.
boroughs; and the‘holding of triemmnial parlisments. Thus he hoped to bring
.about.gradual gnd steady reform, to obtain without bloodshed or confusion
ulterlov improvements of a more importent chavecter. Ounly in the event of
refusal of reform by the Houses of Perliament 4id he advocate universal‘

suffrege =nd equal representation. He saw that snarchy is pernicious and

U

dangerons, 1n that it threatens to bring down in ruin Wifh itself‘the whble
structure of society. OCivil war he al 5o denounced as tending merely to
confirm in the pecnle the military haoxés‘enwenderro by the prev veiling system,
and as being oroductive of nothing but violenée and'OPPfessionq
Votwithstanding his denizl of the right of universel suffrage,
Shelley went on to assert that the voice of the people might dem ezd, within
reasonable lirmits, sn extension of the franchi5e, He would ascertain the
will of the people by & door-to-docr cenvass of the Uniﬁed Kingdoms and he
expressed his williy 1zness o 2id in defraying the expenses of such a plebiscite
by the contribution of & tithe of his znuusl income. Concerning the femele
suffrage as advocated by Jeremy'Benthaﬂ snd others, Shelley thbught the

project rather immature. None the less, he proclaimed that he would be the

s Py

last to refrain from advancing eny system tending to develqp’the capacities
of 21l individuals.

Shelley saW NWISrous incon&enieuces in the system of voting by
balliot, chief smong which was, thatb tle voter concewlg t e motives sctuating

him in his choices which motives, if they were nonorabﬂe, coula,0ﬂ$t ?o



obloguy on the voter througl being known. Tere Shelley missed the obvious
, = o :

argument for the hidden ballot, that the voter is by 1ts mesns protected
. ™ / ) : ' .
from the exertion upon nim of undue influence by persouns to. whom he may

be subjecte.

¥

One of Shelley's Vlblon”TJ projects was an Associstion of

bR

Pnilanthropists, having ag its purpose the establishment of a renascence o
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Wmencipation sud the repesl of the Unilon, hed as an ultimate object the
far wider and profounder idea of complete regeneration of the nation.

Shelley haed no couviction that the Catholic Emencipation would contribute,

in itself, in any msterial way to the liberty of the Irish people; but he

=
©
w0
o
hiv)

rnastly opposed to eny neasure of disqpalifidetion for opinicrn. The

O

wespons, then, of his sssociation, were to be verbal; discussion snd debate;
ané such united setion nc might be free from violence and disorder, were to
be tho meens of sdvencsment. The associztion, primerily ﬁoral,'wass in the
nature of Shelley's belief, to desl ultimately thh.politics; for to him,

politics was but o department of mora la, This ccnception expleined to him

the failure of the Freunch Revolubtion, the lesders of vhich falled to conduet

their political =ctions in prover concordemce with the morsls laws. To the

4
3
‘,.J .
@
w5

people Shelley saids "Before the restraints of governmment are lessened,

£34 that we should lessen the necessity for thsme" (1)

e
o«
[N
W

1

Shelleyts pilgrixn to Irelend, in 1811, was actusted by him desire

to bring freedom end emancipatibn to the distressed Irish veoples He ceme 0

work for the Catholic Emesncipation, but this nerely as an earnest of a.

grester emencipation from all intolersnce and external bonds, including the

{1) Shelley, PoBe =~ Address bo the Irish People.
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swey of Catholicism itself. He came to urge the repeal of the Union, in
the lnt“L@“tS of tle duVﬁ srodden poor, and a8 8 messure Lo ensure the
refurn of the Wealthy absentee landlords, who had oeuert@d the counbry

£t their estates to fall spart. These immediate steps towards freedom

s,

on the road to the millenniwm, the

ey

Golden Age of humsn perfections And as the first step in turn towerds
these inmediste mmplloratlonu, Shelley counselled for thellrish.peqéle
"ﬁobrietyﬁ virtue, thought, benevolence, iﬁtelligence"; "“hen you have
those thingS", he said, "you mey defy the tyrenth, {1) ’

The principles on wkich Shelley based nie Irish panphléts‘sre mgn&
end confusing. He wes, in his own estimstion, & pioneer of morai'and
iﬁtellectual refo;m :éther than & political agltator. Order, not revolvtion;
was his plea; the revolution whidh he advocated was tremendous and remote,
and to e agpréache&fthrougb.moral and intellectual developmenf;

Shelley, as we have noticed, was imbued with intense ly democrstic

&

idesls respecting the institution of gociety; but he was L1ittle inclined to
demagoguery, s is shown in his words to Hoggs '"Perheps you will say thet my

N

Republicanism is prouds; it ¢ Itulﬂlj is far removed from bothou e democrz cy,
end Imows with what & smile t0 hear the servile applzuse of an inconsis tent
mobes But though its cheeks could feel without & blush the hand of insu1t 
strike, its soul would shrink neither from the scaffold nor the staeke, nor
\from those deeds end hablts which af§ obnoxi0us.to slaves in power"a (2)

Byron ssid of alley tn t he was the DEbt and least selfish of men

he ever kuewj & men who had mede wore secrifices of his fortunes and feelings

\(l) Shelley, PeBe —~ Address to the Irloh.;conle¢

(2) Clutton«BfocK, Ao ~ "Shelley, the lian and the Eoet"; ~ P69
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then he had ever naﬁrd of. Hogg stated that Shelley's pre-~eminent
Charaeteristié'was.his overfiowing brothsrliness. Iﬁ is a fact that
Shelley lived in straitensd circumstances himéelf, wihile he waS’spendiﬁg
his substance in philanthropic eﬂdeavor, and trying to moke the world
more lilke his idesl of what it should be. Whatever mzy be seid ss to the
wisdom of Shelley's sacial theofies, nothing can be alieged sgainst his
sincerity in his endssvors to secure thelr spplication; nor can.it be
sald that he did not himself practise the @récepts whicﬁ he expoundeda

A dispassionate enalysis of Shelley's “ocwal doctrines discloses

[oh

no very startling revolutionary doctrines, from our modern Stunépo int.

In the pericd of reaction ir which Shelley lived, & man of advenced

P

thought was sure to receive the brand of rsdical, whether or 1o he
o 9

pleaded, as 4id Shelley, for moderstion in the means of sceisl reforme

4

Shelley, for example, re@arqea the law of prlmobenltufn 8s an evil of
primery magnitude, end was doubtless stigmatized asfa radical for this
particular opinicns fet a Conservative government in REogland hgs racently
repealed this very law, withoul srcusing sny very great excitement in the
country. Shelley's reputetion as 2 revolutionary was established by the
fact that he was zghead of his time in his social thinking; and he suffered

from thst misunderstanding which 1s the meed of the picueer in the realm

of politics.
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Chapter Ve =~ Nconomic Doctriness

Shelley was no economisto He hated history as a nere relation
of uccess1ve tjr:mnle i s uwd would never give it serious conszdefatwon‘
v'or ciitical stuéy. He was tﬁerolore yOC' ssed of no very mellwgp fined
novions of sconomic progress, or of the relation of économic theories to

the state oﬂ society at different periods of history. Further, he hed

not the coldly dispassionate znd 1\@10 21 point of view which is necessary
to the economist =~ the ability to considef,a questiOn‘from.all sides with
an equel absence of prejudice. As i% was, Shelley has left us practicslly
0“1J one trestise - the "Philosophical View of Reform" - dealiﬁg with

pOll%lCol reform from the purely ecwnomicbstaﬂdpoint. He had very little
respect for the legislators of his country, awd‘he seemed td act upon the L

principle that reform wmust come first as to the form of government before

the mode of Sovernwent could be satisfactorily altered., While he was. vet

z boy, bhis father tock him once to see the House of Comrnong in sessicn.
Shelley's reaction to this signt was expresssed in the words: "Whait creztures

did I see therel! What faces - what en
wretched beingsi® (1) However, in his brief cconomic writings, he loft

& fdefinitely=-plenved schews of reform; and 1f the conclusions he resched

he rich; "Micnarchy is only the string

ot

wower of the Crown, hub the power of

which ties ths robbar's bundleM. (2) Shelley

(1)
(2)




economic opvreﬁsion for a people who were but begluning to emerge from

sristocracy created out of

of wealth was teking

oirthe - "English reformers exclsim ageinst sinscures, bubt the trus pension
list is the rent=-roll of the landed proprictors. Ves ith is e power usurped
by the few, {o compel the meny to. laebor for their benefit. The laws which
\supyort this system derive their force from the igrorenmce and cradulity of
its #ictims; they ave the result of a éoﬁspirﬁcy' £ the few azalnst the many,
who sre themselves obl ged to pﬂ*@hase this preeminence by the loss ofvéll
real comfortf. (2)

Whhers is he declared, "but. the la pox of men®,

to the welfere of sceiety, which
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Yie money syste
Would‘be 0o whit the better if gold and silver were as plentiful as grain.
Shelley is here, of course, feiling to distinguish betwesn the priée snd
the valus of money; excessive cheapness of gold and silver would nob
necessa rily imply constancy iz its purchasing power. It 1s in fact the
relative scarcity of g0ld and_silver, rether than theilr intrinsic vel lue,

2 measures of the value of other comodities.

W

that make them useful

Shelley ie staending upon surer ground when he says thet the system is one

)
;,J

wnich permits individual aggrasundizement st the expense of less fortunste
persons, Boclety fetes gnd banquets, glven ostensibly to slleviate the
distress of the poor lavoring clssses, sggravaete while they nalliate the

disezases they seek to remedy. The poor are set to labor to furnish "not those

(1) 7TIbid - p.4b

(2) Woodberry, GeHs ~ Shelley's Poetical Works - D.349,
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counforts of civilization Wltnout which ¢ivilized men is far more miserable

then the meanest savege", but "for the pride of power, for the miserable

isolation of pride, for t“o felse pleasures of the hundredth pert of .
society"s (1) Under,this System; the jeweller ond the sctor live in

comparative opulence; m@iie the fer more useful and necessary farmer~struggles

in poverty. The réason, of course, why affalrs.of this nature féiled to :
alleviate the distress of the pvor, ley in the economic fact that en

N

increased clrculation of money has the same effect unon prices &8 2n inersase |

kel

in the amount of money in circulation; that is, genersl prices, in relation

tg mohvy, will rise. Mhe mers extravegant expenditure of m an creates ‘only g
en illusory condition of economic well-being.
g . - U~ - ‘ -
In attacking the system of bup@r currency, Shelley pointed out

i

raisimg &1l prices; relative v&lues of rezl property remain con<f*nt9 while
the purchasing power of the depreciated currency has been considerably
lowersed. | his, of courss, is only true when th' raper carrenCJ is not
securely estzblished upon a gold basis. Shelley was slso vigorously

condemmatory of the device of national credit, which increased, as he said,

the proportion of the idle to the workers, while it increased, =t the same

time, the améﬁnt of work to be done, through the "factitious wants of those -
indolent, priviledged persons", In utilizing the instrument of oub7ic

credit, he sazld, the governmeqt misuses the trust reposed in it for the

proper management of metzllic currency, and engenders confusion and injustice.

& men mey write on a plece of peper what he pleases; he mwy ésv that he is é
worth s thousa nd.vqer he is wnot worth a hundred pounds., I1f he can meke

others belicve thisg, he has credit for tﬁe sum to.which his neme 1s attachedm.(2)

(1) Woodberry, Gefe ~ Shelley's Poeticzl Works - Po48e

(2) Shelley, P.B. ~ Philosop?
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Shelley held that as long 2s bills of this sort passed current, they

defrauded the sctusl possessors of gold and silver, and the workman

0

from "the sdventages attached to increasing the nominal price of labor”.

He wes right in his premise here, that trust is the basis of credit; but

the conclusion he drew was somewhat unwsrranted. Credit was & comparatively
recent economic development in Shelley's day, and was looksd upon from a

go0d mony quarters with distrust snd suspicions but it has proved itself

gince his time, in spite of sny disadvantages sttendant upon its use, a

most useful, snd now even essentiasl, sconomic instrumsnt.
The netional debt, he said, was incurred in the progress of two

AT e =
Wers; and

liverticide wars - the American Revolubtionary and the Wapoleonic
o . £ .

it was 2 debt contracted by the whole privileged class towards a portion

of thet class. In other words, according to Shelley, the creditors of
the netion, being part of the same body with the debtors, end "owing es

debtors while they possess a claim as creditors", agreed to abstoin from

demending settlement of the debt, so that they might be meintained in
luxury upon the accruing interest. M"One of the first acts of & reformed

government", ssid Shellsy, "would undoubtedly be  en effectusl scheme for

compelling these to compromise their debt between themselves ... the

»

gommon tribunsls may be invested with legal Jurisdictiqn to award the pro-
portion due upon the several claims of each". (1) He saw the dsnger of &
national debt produced by a grest war, and afvocated repudiation of

Tngland's naetional debt - a compromise of the debt smong the rich creditors

ot

themselves. In & Tetber written in the last year of his life, however, he

seemed to heve realized the fallsciousness of his proposed remedys; for he

(1) Shellsy, PeBe =~ "pPhilosophical View of Reform" = DehY.

’



csaids "The Government must content itself with less in taxes, the

landowner must subnit to receive less. reiit, and the fundiolder o

diminished interest, or they will all get nothing™. (1) ' ,

Tpese f11wmc1ml Impostures produced in Bngland two eristocraciss

That of the wealthy merchantes and landed proprietors, end that of
"attorgie$ snd excisenen aﬂ& directors and government pensioners, u “*reru,
stockjobbers, country bagkers,fwith thelr Cepondsnts and descendants™, (2)
The first cless Shélley admitted to have & certain‘degree of refinement;
“Dbub the'second category comprised "s set of pel¥ing wretches", who |

congidered commerce with their fellow~crsatures but as a mezns to Ltheir

owi selfish advencemente

&

As a result of this douwbl istocracy, the lsboring class,

wiich had .even hitherto been "deprived of those rescurces of senbtiment

&

srd mowledge which wight have been their 1ot could the w igdom of the

ns titLLioa cf soclal forms have established 2 system of strict Justice!,

[=8

¥e.8 now "more ignorant, immoral, mlsérable;:&nd @esperate", (3)

In“shgrt, Shellsy atﬁfibuted the prevalling isery among the
laboring poor to the unequal digfribution of property, under the form of
the netionzl debt; all property being, aéihe considered it, the produée

labor.

Shelley's orOﬂchLions‘for naticnal reform were in the wmain
fivefold, embrecing the sbolition of the ﬁational debt, of the stending
army, end of sinecures and tithés; but these last two he would abolish
only "with every QQ°°3tle regard to the existing rights of the holdershs
(1) TIngpen, éobert ~ Lotters of PoBe Shelley ~ p.983.

(2) Shelley s PeBe - "Philoscophical View of Reform" - Dedbo

(3} Ibid = .48, oo



Finally, he would make 21l creeds =nd religious opinion& equal in the

[]

conslderation of. goverument, and would meke Justice swift, Sure, and

sasy of access, while extending the institutions cf the Jjury to every.
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on of Jurisprudence. With rezerd to his proposed sbholition

¢f the stending eruy, it is interssting to ncte that 8hel aey congidered

tYe meintenence of & Dermane:s: L naval force, which would keep wabtch

"round this glorious island against the less enlightened nations, ulte
permissibles
Shelley sttacked the Malthusian Theory witl & powerful indismation,

denouncing it as hear

[oy
o
pat
O
[
L

ferbi hat 1f Malthust eryo ition,
thet populatior RS g oups Y0 the point of subelistencs, were correct,

~

zistence whould be borne
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then the disadvantages &

equally by =11 classes, znd hot exclusively by the poors Since Shelley's

. -

time, the Malthusisn Theory has been discredited, and is now discarded %J
the foramost econcmists.

: Although it is doubtful if, in Shelley's time, the phrsss M"class’

congciousness” had been formulated in its present meaning, there is no

oubt tuw ah@ll@y himself wes actuated by this force in hils economic ideas.

results conseguent upon the

\D

He gave very slight consideration to ths
operation of econcmic forces, nosslibly Dbecause he was Lo & l?f”e extent
unawsre of thelr e;l.%ence; but he abiributed the miseries of the laboring

classes directly to the exploitetion of this class by the wealtihy bourgecisies

In spite of this Marxzian couception, however, Hhelley was distinetly not a

Comministe He declsred that whait 2 men had honestly earned was rightfully
his, both in use and disposal. The disposal of the property zequired through

the labor, genius, economy, etc., of the individual, ﬁOﬂOfably szercissd, is




o

.

at the discretion of the possessory and ell political institubtious

rwuld-defend his right to dispose of 1t sccording to his own wille
Property acquired in this way miggt be'eqnitably handed on by heritag
and bequests but ill~gotten weélth, such as that gained by exploitation
of lebory should enjoy no such priv 1 g8, uccofd;ng to Shelley's
beliefs )
. Though some of Shelley's economic beliefs tended towards
Socigelism, he had too stroug a conviction of personul liberty ever

t0 become & Commmiste At cuy rate, hig economic vritxag , in the

o]

spirit in which they were written, show a similarity to the spirit of
his soclal tenets. The ultimate social snd sconomic reforms he
advocated were perhaps radicsl; but the means vwhich he cownselled to

these ends were moderate, peacezble, and juste

T s o 2
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CONCLUSION,
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Cha pter Y1 = The Unity of Shelley*s Tihical cnd Political Princinles.

Behina‘all the writings of Shelley, st the back of ever ry
théory_which he propounded, there were forces which reduced all his
thought into two great unifying prlnulples. Throughout his moral - -
philosophy, we heve seen the dwallty of his nsture, the rationalism snd
1im, d¢Vlélﬁ“ his mental atﬁitudea In his
political philosophy, both socizl snd econcmic, we have seen how the
reflcdl nature of the reforms he preéched was modified by the moderate

means he zdvocateds But the two great factors that relsted all his

writings were his ideal of freedom aud his concepticn of the ezfectibility
of man wud of the Golden Age.

Shelley concelved bf evil o5 v risging, not from the individual
gongelence or will, but from existing laws and lnstitutions externsl to 1t.

heted history as z mere relation of successive tyrannies and oppressions,

i
(6]

4and would never aeriously étu&y it; end he wes therefore possessed of

crude hotions only regarding the origin of ecivil institutigns, ¢f religion,
both In itself and in creeds, snd of much moree He was uﬁjusﬁ - flagrently
30, a8 it mey sppesr to some = to the Fewish and Christian religions, for x
the evil that they d;d fer outbalanced in his sight the good that ceme

from thems By sll these institutions, he conéidered that the liberty of é
the individual was placed uander undue and arbitrary restreint; and throughouvt

cell hisywbrk we con ses that striving towsrds the achievement of comalefe

freedom for men in their social, economic, religious, and moral relationss

Sbelley‘s devotion, however, was directed towards the advencement

of freedom, and not of licensg, for he.wished to do nothing that would harm



(79)

goclety or its individual members. He was 2 crusader for freedom from

iy

fear, ignorence, and syperstition; froﬁ laws, ofeedé,,from political

ané socisl sbuses, and fromvtha to him fuhdamentally restricéive and
tyrannous marriage-vowso He was not meraly destruqtive, like Byron,-

but revolutionary in‘the'true s&nse ¢f the words That which disfiguréd
him in the eyes of the world, end estrange@ him from sccliety, was that he

{ .
would destroy before he rebuilt. Hé taught that freedom from men~made .
..1aws was to be secured by obedience to Nature's law, of which’the egsence
is freedom; end thot this freedom from social and economic abuses was to;’
be -secured by the application of the Golden 3ule among individualse
It was in ﬂQueen Nab" thet Shelley made his most determined’éttack
against existing laws and institutions. Bight years after the publication

;of the poem, he Wfote in a letter tg a friend cbncerning it:s "I have not
sgen it for some years, but iﬂasmuch as 1 fécollect it, 1t is villsinous
trash and I dare say much better fitted to injure than serve the sacfed

,
éuse Whici it advoosted e.s I om & devoted enem& to religious, political,
and domestic oppression, and I regret this vublication not so much from
iitera?y vanity &5 beceuse I fear thet it is better fiﬁted to injure than
serve the sacred cause of freedom™. (1) Agein, in 1821, he wrote to John

Gisborne: - "Queen Mab', & poem written by me when very young, in the mosp
furious style, with long notes agsinst Jegus Christ, and God the Father, and
the xing, end bishops, and marfiage, end the devil knows what eeeM (2) These

remerks would seem o indicete that the spirit in which Shgl;ey wrote "Queen

Mab" was of & most trénsitory nature. But Mrs. Shelley, in 1839, wrote as.

(1) Ingpen, Robert - Letters of PeBe Shelley = p«875.

(23 " " ﬂ" | " L " - Do 878




follows:s "In 'Queen Mabt,

i

speculations of his youth -~ all the irrepressible

censure, and hope, to which the present suff riﬂg,

the proper destiny of &L

had checksd the srdor of Shalley's hopes, though he still thought them

well-grounded, and that to

,Shélley;poureé out

(50)

all the éherished

emotions of sympathy,

O]

nd what he considers

fellow~creatures, gave birth ees A very few years

~

¢c.advance thelr fulfilment was tho ﬂo% est tws

man cculd schieveMs (1) It was 2 conviction of the inexpediency, rather

than of the wron sness of .his opinions, that caused him to modify some and

ebandon othersy he felt that his position was untenable, “ather~t1"m 111-talkens
a8tro is 3hef1@“'% idezl of the virtuous wmazn. Jé gains froe-

dom and happiness in a future state hy his uﬂ”Cﬂ)LOﬂl% ng opposition tok

the Institutioms of this worlde. Religious creed, prejudices engendered by

e eternsl hond between

sznction of humsn suthority.
In conjuncticn with this fiery love of freedom, we can trace
throughout Shelley's writings o strong convietion of the perfectibility of

wmen. PFreesdom and the Golden Age were

i

3

thet when hm@??lty sloughed off the ax

1o the airth, ft would rise to

synonymous to
trary re

emhkwethe

Shelley; and he helieved
sstrictions that chained it
thet both

miliennium. So it was

his postry snd prose were dedicated to the advencement of humanity on the
road to perfectiom.
Sbe7ley's ideal world was en evelution from his own Mlnd, coloured

by his own wayward fency. Tte pre-emin

before alluded to, and the divine qua.
2ll his woetry his essential Platonism,

(1)

ent characteristics were the freedom

Woodberry, GeMs = Shelley's ?betical‘morﬁs - 9‘415°



fact of humen well-being; and this beauty was an inevitable sccompaniment

of the ideal state. In "Queen Mab" we have a picture of the Golden Age

as idealized by Shelley. Reason is the ruling principle, while passion,

subjected without restraint to the dictates of Reason, has free scopes
There 1 a strong similerity here to Milton's ideal of the Golden Age as
interpreted by Denis Ssurat in his "{ilton: The Man =znd the ThinkerM.

. .
This Interpretation views Adam as RBeason and Bve as Passion. While Reason
rules, ideal happiness follows; but when Passion usurps snd subdues Reason,
the condition of perfect bliss is lost, never %o be rezained uniil Reason

attains its rightful ascendsncys. 3Bub, 28 Hancock ssys, this deification of
. : . i .

Reason in Shelley is the direct comsequence of Holbach, Rousseau, Condorceb,

e

[
v

r

&y

Godwin, and the whole of th ,tionélistic revolutionary schoolys. so thé
Shelley cen be distinguished as the disciple of no oue writer on this
point. (1) Wis conception of Reason itself is set forth in = letter to
Hogg, written in 1813: "Now do not tell me thst Reason is & cold snd
insensible arbitef. Reason is only an assemblage of our better'feelings -
passiond considered wmder & peculiar mode of its operation". (2)

in "Prometheus Unbound", Shelley arrives st the conception of a
nobler condition of things as promised by the higher excellences‘of this
life. Here, fof the first time, he atteins to abgrasp of the true opromise
of éhat uhiversal inperfection with which he had hitherto been so impatient.
For it is {he uni&ersality of imperféction that_leéds £0 tﬁe conparison of

good with bad, and the consequent striving toward the better. It was Browning's

finely developed perception of this truth thet mede him the optimist he was;
(1) Hencock, AsFs =~ "The French Revelution end the FEnglish PoetsMs

{2) Ingpen, Roger - Letters éf,P.B, Shelley - 0e382s

'
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i
and whatever of pessimism there wes in Tennyson, mey be traced directly
to bis failure to realize fully the immense potentia 11ties of humsn
Imperfections

-; -

From the rather mechanical conception of the perfectibili Ty of
men achieved through the action of Neéessity, and 28 the "glorious prizei
of é blindly working will"', Shelley pssses, iﬁ "Prometheué Tnbound®, %o
2 more mystic coﬁcaptionm Uere, men, in his perfected state, is not free

7

from death and change} and the transfigu ration has been wrought through
the cosmic progression of love. Syllogism has/given place/to mirécle;
“though to & miracle that is human in that it fulfills all ‘tue higher
, @spirations of mankind.
We findbthroughout Shelley's poetry 2 constant reiteration of his

belief in the principle of beneficence existin

fuds

GO

;at all times in the universe.,
This béﬁeficeﬁce is not at all tiﬁes & freely»vorking_prinoiple, as it is
%vden from man by thebveil, which 2ls¢. appsers with such freqaencj in

Shelley's @oemS«. When this vell 1z torn aside, humenity will attain to the
ideai state of perfection. This imsge o10 the Veil is used by Shelley with
varying s ignifiéamca; but the best use, and the one which seems most fvlly

to expi&in the rest, is that in which it wymbollzes Life. Thus, the présent
febric of 1life is conceived cf.aé,veinine humenity from the sttaimuent of thé
nighest self-realization. This conception shows the radicel nature of the
lehamqa ulcﬁ.Shmlley con sldered &5 necessary before the idesl state could be
achiaved; but it expreﬁses at the same ﬁime his belief in the thinness of the
division between good. and ev11, in his conviction of the esse with which tﬁe

change wight be accomplished in the fulness of msn's desirve. Strong says that

the Veil, "Lhcarh 1t sometimes signifies merely the obscurantism of worldly

cosmlic fabric

i

convention, generslly implies far more '‘than this, and_means




alieh to the truer snd higher nature of the universe -~ a fabric Which
mest be rent asunder s0 ant thn Lﬂnmf truth e ;ni beauty of things may
be nade menifests™ (1) o .
That tnjs convictibn of the perfectib ility of hum:nlty was nob
nerely an aostract Qoetlc conception to Shelley, ;s shown in fi% letter
to Lord Rllenborough, wri@ten in 1812, whetein he seids "The time is
repidly spproaching, I hope that you, my lord, mey live to beholé its
&rrivai, when the Mahometan, the Jew, the Chfistian, the Deist, and the
AtneisL, will live 'together in one. community, edu 11y sharing the benefits
which ariss from its assoeiatioﬁ, and unitved in the bonds of cnarlty'and
brotherly 1ova".'v(2) | - » .
Critics have differed and will differ in\argiving gt & true estimoate
o

of Shelley's cherscter. Some see him all good, while others he is the

incernstion of evil in 2 falr setting. Thus we have, at the one extreme,
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Shelley's "archangel feet™ while on the other side

- s
I

JelGs Flsay, admitting Shelley's greatuess in the fleld of pure poetry,

denocunces his ethical and political teaching as denge ous and sophlstical,

These, however, are more or 1wa extrome ooiats of view; end 1t is most -

orobable that the true Shelley mey be found somevhere between these tvoe £

Tolstoy was right in his co 4cagtlon of whet constitutes Art, then we can only

'
-

conclude that Shelley's work was Art in its highest formy for Tolstoy says:

WThe tssk for art to aceompligh is to make that feelinz of brotherhood snd
love of one's neighbor, ﬁow atiained omly‘byjthe,best‘membgrg of socisty, the
customary feeiing aﬁd the-inatinct of 2ll men ses |

The destiny of ert in our tlme_is to transmit from ths reélm of‘

0o the realm of feeling that truth that wellébeing for men consists
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in being united together, and to set ﬁp, in plzce of the existing reign of
- l
(1) Strong, A.Be = "Three Studies in Shelley".
(2)  Ingpen, Rofer = Letters of P.B. Shelley - p‘356.‘



N 73
fores; that KinBdom of God, cﬂ,t is, of iove, which we 21l recognize to be
* the highest aim of humen 1l¢9" (1) ™o no oﬁher purpose than this was
Shelley's genius vdedic ted while his life lasted. Wna&evcr we mgy think of
Shellgyts tgachings,‘we cen searcely uoubt the intensity wncl sincerity of his
gur ose. As another great poe t; Robert Browning, has saids: "How'shall we helyp
pelieving in him wzsn we find even hlw carnal gpeecl Lo ag ree falthfully with
the tone and rhythm of his most oracular uttorance“?". (2)
There is slweys the danger, in consgidering ﬁhelleyis character, of
ur being blinded by the flashing 1adlance of his poetry, which sosrs 2loft, .
"plfdaClum dim in the inteuse insne"s Thus must Metthew Arnold have bcem

Y

irpressed when he s

i""‘

aid that Shelley was "A beautiful and ineffectual angel,
beating in the v01d his luminous wings in_yain"‘ (3) This is certaibly not
the 3nelley whom his frlends Kﬁew, and whose picturé they héve 1éft 0 us« He
Was actuallg dyﬂamlc, pml itating foroe, replete with energy, and almost

violently conscious of his mission in life. In thet phase of his charscter,

«

Shelley was o1l men, virile and intense. BU%Y in another mood he was & spirit

-

apart, &

p

rvenius above the grossness of this esrth, and whose fancy winged

with the spheres. Trancis Thompson comes very Clan to aheiley 1ﬂ these words:

- .

"He is gold dusty with tumbling cmidst the starss He makes bright mischlef with
the mooi. éh@ meteors nazzle their noses in his hands "o {4) - I like %o think
of the post hastening along the couﬁtry lanes, with'Wilé, far«off thbughts in
his eyes, and a chaplet of flowers erowning his flying locks. Whatever

devastating criticism mey be levelled at his moral and go? itical theories Dby

rm&a@ﬂe ma Lerl?llgtﬁ, I am cenvinced that this gflden poet in his inner spirit

trenscended critieism of the ordinary sort. He was of the company of cholce

4

8pi its whose privilege it is on this earth to see beyond the Veil; his was

i

Tolstoy, Led = Wihat is Arte®
Bhys, Brnest — Essays aJd ettsfs of Shelley - Intro. De xii
s

gy
Vebtthew Arnold - -"Dssays on Shelleg".
Francis Thompson - ﬁEssaﬁ* on Shelie

pete
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that dzzzling

our syes with

genius in whose presence we are zlmost

»

i)

holy dresd, - .

‘MPor he on honey-dew hath fed

And drunk the milk of Paradise®.

elled %o close
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