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INTRODUCTION.

No religious group has succeeded in capturing the curiosity and imagina~

tion of the average North American to the ssme extent as the "holy rollers" or
"tongue talking" religionse The objeect of this study is to present in outlime
an account of the growth and functioning of the Latter Rain or Pentecostal
HMovemente The development will be traced from its sectarian origins in Kansas
anwl California +to its pregent outcome in socially acceptable denominational
churches. The recent rise to prominence and the numerical growth of the
Pentecostal Movement are sufficient to warrant imvestigation. However, any
_ study of this phase of evangelistic Protestantism must go even _fuf-ther 0 ox=
plain the reasons underlying such continuing "protesting." ILil the protests
of %he Reformation, it was directed at the stzius quo. An his torical account
of the Pentecostal Movément in Western Canada is appropriate because of the
great sectional interest. Similerly, =2 comparative ignorance as to the prac=-
tleces and docfrines of Penfecostalism justifies explanations - The subject
matter is relatively de'bached from the experience of the majority of Canadians
and Americans and still there probably are few people on the Prairies or in
the Pacific area, who have not come into more or less intimate relations with
the Movement.
However, removed the subject may be from common experience, it is
managesble when limited to Western Canada and the early American background.
It is apt for sociological study since all the social processes are teking
place with clear and ummistakesble indig:a-bions. Furthermore, the leaders
and officials of the Movement are very favorable to inquiry and researche.
A study in the reciprocal relérbions of an institution and various types of
péx‘soza.ali'bies is also oifereds The case study method and interview were
widely employed since the Movement is not unwieldingly large or complex.
The Pentecostal assemblies and sects, as a primery group marked by unanimity

‘of thought and simplicity and a certainty of action, lend themselves readily
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to investigatione.
The pattern of growth they follow is_that of -any spontaneous social move=
ment. (1) The sect splits off from an ir lusive group, in this case fir st from
the Methodist Church but shortly afterwards from all the conventional or "lLine"
churchess A period of conflict and of acute self-consciousness follows; a i;ﬁ
period of organization, and then isolation and integration begins. Thé final |
step is the development of gradual contacts with the community at large,
.erd the future seems to point to absorption in the inelusive groups When the
cycle of development into en institutional church is complete, or even ét an
earlier stage, the process begins over again within ther anks of the new denominge S
tion. (2)
Therefore, the Pentecostal Movement is in a sense a continuation of Wes-
leyan Methodism and primitive Baptist teachings in a materialistic,twentieth-
century and agr@rian community. - A cértain recommencing of sectarianism is
particularly appsrent in the lovement because of its peculisr perfectionist
and -charismatic m ture of Pentecotalism‘in Western Canada that distinguished_
it from Methodism and the Salvation Army and whitch contributed more than any

other single factor to its phenomenal growth on the high plains and along the

Pacific cogste The struggle fundamental o0 allreligious development,_%he.
struggle between forces of ordgr and forces of separation, was re-enscted in
our section of the continent and in our centurye.

Methodism, f or example, in.the American and Canadian West was by no me ans
as stald a denomination as Episcopalianism or Presbyterianism and yet its poor
and its simple folk became‘less poor andsimple. Wheﬁ, after the First World

Wer, modifications were made of the austere doctrines of its founler, Methdiam

fell prey to a New Reforme A feeling among people of poor soeial standing that

(1 Ernest Troeltsh, The Soclal Teaching of the Christian Churches, translated
by Olive Wyon ( 2 volse, London, 1931).

(2) H. R Niebuhr, The Se to1 Sources of Denominationalsen ( New York, 1229),
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the church was failing in its religious obligations added to the favorable ermviron-
ment for the development of the "tongues missionse”  Perhaps the masses follow
gtill for the loavesand fishes but there has to be a basic need met or the church
will cease to attract or influences The personal experience of many who joined
the revolt would seem to indicate that they did not concern themselves with the
church's failure in social work but rather its failure to satisfy spiritual needs
that became more complex each generation. Many settlers on the Great Cemtral
Plain had received deep religious experiences during their youth in the Presbyterian,
Methodist and Baptist churches of the Rastern states amd provinces.(3) In many
cases this fundesmentalist belief becamse channeiled in the comventional or "line"
churches, in other cases it expressed itself in new furd amentalist groupings. (4)
Wre.tever the channel followed on Cemda's western frontier, it seems certain
that religious revolt accompanied economic and political revolt. (5) Historians
have generally believed that the period after the Fist World War savw growing dis-

ndamentalist approach tor eligion ard that thed lsge=

)
$.)-l

satis faction with any type of fu

Pom

s pointment resulting from the partial fasilure of the rew politicel parties snd fer-
mer's o ganizations caused o shift back to fundaﬁentalist religlous belief after
1930 (6) This is ouly partly true because the phenomensl growth ofthe sedtsin
Alberta and Saskatchewsn began and progpered espe cially in the period before 1930,

The GospelPeople, Clristian awl Missionary Alliance, Salvation Army, Holiness

Mov ement, Adventists, Inmterngtionsl Bible Studentsamd Church of Christ all mde

(3) Hector Kirk, Pirst Thines t (Three Tills, Alberta,) pps 1=25.)

(4) 8+ Do Chrk, Church and Sect in Cansda (Toromto, 1948). pp. 431

1=
(5) Mot 211 alliances are as oubstanding as thé Socisl Credit =nd Prophetic Bible
Institute comnections or the Camdian Commonwealth ¥ edew" ion =l fudementalist
Baptist connection. Premier Aberhart of Alberts wos succeed ed asthe chief
executive of +the Prophetiec Bible Institute and "Back to the 31’01 ' Radio Hour

throughout Alberta and western Saskatbhewsn by FPremler Mamning.

“UI

(6) Clark, ope cites De 431,
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thelr greatest numerical gains prior o the 1931 census. The Pentecostal and
Apce tolic groups alone, the sects with which we are presently concerned, con=
tinued to make substantial gains after 1931. (7) Such exception justifies this
investigation and is explained largely by a remarksble evangelism and a singular

dogtrine and experience.

(7) Cfe Statistical tables, Appendix.
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American Sectarian Origins.




Chapter 1. ) - Se

American Sectarian Origins

No one person may be called the founder of the Pentecostal Movement. As
the mme suggests it is spiritual and prophetic in nature, and is rather a
movement or school of thought thén a single sectarian advent. (8) It was both
spontaneous and multi-denominational in origin. (9) ‘From its inception the
leaders of the Movement denied that it was a denomination. Inasmuch as it
was opposed to the im titutional churches, however, it was from the first day
of its existence a sects Not only was the Movemenit exclusive, but it very
soon set up definite requirements for membership and exercised a severe dis-
cipline over its adherentse A further ecarmark of its sectarian nslure was
the rigoristic development, the stress on lay leadership and "discontimity,’
or in the language of the evangelists "geparation from the present evil world."
Initial support came from the politically disfranchised and the economically
weak for obvious reasonse

The Pentecostal Movement had its beginning in a revival of "primitive"
Christianity and achieved its distinctiveness through the preaching of the
demonstration of spiritual power and “gifﬁs"‘upon receipt of the Paraclete, or

"personal baptism in the Holy Spirit with Pentecostal fullness." (10)

(8) The Movement was called Pentecostal because of the emphasis on the ex-

perience comnected with the Day of Pentecost mentioned in Acts 2:4 of the
New Testamente It was also called the Latter Rain Movement because it was
fourded on the related prophetic seripture of Joel 2:23. Some of the
assemblies are called the Holy Ghost churches because of the centrality
of the Third Person of the Trinity in their theology.

(9) Frank E. Small, "Historical Data of the Apostolic Church of Pentecost"
(Special written account submitied from Zionm Church Apostolic, Winnipeg,
October 10, 1949, for this investigation).

Cfs "Disecipline of the Pentecostal Holiness Church", Franklin Springs,Georgifa.

Cfe also "The Origin and Development of the Assemblies of God" (Gospel
Publighing House, Springfiled, 1o.), pp. 1-18

(10) vStatement of Fundemental Truths" (General Council, Assemblies of God,
Springfield, Missouri, 1915), Article 8: "The Baptism of believers with the
Holy Ghost is witnessed by the initial physical sign of speaking with other
tongues as the Spirit of God gives them utterance (Acts 2:4). The sp eaking
in tongues in this instance is the same in essence as the gift of tomgues
(1 Cor. 12:4-10,28) but different in purpose and use."
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It came as tbe hope of scattered groups of people who believed the Methodist
Church in the United States had grown formalistic and complacent. In a few
years the Movement began to garner the "left wingers" of 21l the devotedly con-
secrated "Bible faiths."  Although the Movement became widespread within a few
years it is significant that the first spontaneous militant "pentecostal" erup-
tions ocecurred in the Southwestern states. In this part of the continent, pro-
bably more then in any other, historic Protestantism retains its primitive charac-
teristics. The personal quest for the highest religious experience and the indi-
vidual search for communion with God, both basically Protestant premises, encouraged
" sincere and devout people to experiment withreligious techniques. It was there=-
fore inevitable that sooner or labter by experiment the tremendous potential power
within the individual believer would be set ¥ree emotionally. The m jor step
in experiment was the formation of prayer bands to seek a return to "primitive"
faithe" 1In popular belief the "old time religion™ of the left-wing Protes’ca.nts
and the "simple trusting" becmme synonymous with "perfect Christianitye." Re-
vivals have always considered the pasgt as i&eal and worthy of imi-tation.and

Pentecostalism was born of this spirit. (11)

(11) sectarianism is an historic and recurrent phenomenon and by no means cofi=
fined to Protestantism. TWhat took place at Topeka and Los Angeles during the
first fow years of this century was in a sense a historical repetition. Although
the early Christians were by definition members of a seect the process of accomo=
dation soon began to take place and an institutinnal church resultede This
natural course of developmeht, however, was destined to become a never-ending
cycle because from the very beginning of the era the New Testament became a source
of repeated sectarian revivals. HWedieval Catholicism tried to bring revivalism
and sectarianism into the ecclesiastical fold by monasticisme From thebwelfth
century there began a new vitality of sectarian movements as manifest by such
groupings as the Waldenses, Cathari, and Albigensese The next phase was ‘the rise
of Lollardy in Biitain and Bohemize. These in turn werecsieéeeded by the Lutherans,
Calvinist® and German Millinstians. One of the last great revivals was that

of the Pietists and Methodistse Pentecostalism is bhe child of Wesleyan ‘
Methodism as seen in the Great Awakening of New England and of historie charis-
matic persistence as seen in all revivalistic movements, whether Catholic or
Protestant. ' ’




A1l a dherent s of the Pentecostal Movement claim direct fellowship with the

"oreat revivel” that begen with the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the Day of
Pentecost, circae 33 AJDe in Jerusaleme. Basicelly, the Movement cannot give proof
of visible continuation from the initial "revival" but arises ermbirely from certain

premises drawn from the prophetic scripturess (12) The wave of revivalism with

seemingly supernatural menifestations which began in the American Southwest and in
a decade circumnaevigated the globe was taken as the final revival following upon
irregular revivals throughout the last nineteen centuriess The Movement began,

as it were, by "spontaneous combustion"; in the jargon of the evangelists and

enthusiasts y: "It just rained I% The roots of the Movement were in thg’religious
heritage vof. fmericae The tap root probably fed from the "holiness as® ciation.”
Not only had the Americen colonial churches been planted largely by religious
radicals but, as thefrontier spread into the Midwest, the new Iiberalism of the
frontier began to contend with the narrow control of the older settled reglonss

The radical tendencies of Europe were more pronounced int he American camp meetingse
ﬁom the cemp meetings there 'developed an important by~product, the revivale It is
the revival that has been responsible <for the creation of a host of new sectse

Comventional churches which encouraged the revival as a msans of adding to its

membership suffered the most from the sectarian spirite. Afterthe American Civil

War the Methodist Church in particular saw small "holiness bands" organizewithin

its ranks, with the motive of promoting personal sanctity avd a searching after

personal salvation and hermonious relationship with Gods These groups promos ed

' larger rallies, conventions ard camp meetings-  The National Holiness Movement

was the national expression of this continent~wide search. (13)

(12)  Joel 2:23; Acts 2343 1l Core 123 4~103 Jemed 53 7,8 ot ale

(13} Bishop Ralph Horner, founder of the Holiness Movement Church & Camda (1895),
was associated with the Canadian organization, the Canadian Holiness Association.

Be was comverted in 1872 at a Wethodist camp meeting near Renfrew. His early

aim was to promote a great evangelical crusade within the Methodist Church o Cansda
formed from four Methodist groups.
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The term "holiness people ™ seems +to have beeﬁ employed first by groups of people
in Celifornia around 1880. (14) The term also sugsested the stand on the
Wésleya,n doctrine of Christian perfection. The accentuation was on the Primitive
Wesleyan sanctification and holiness, or "second blessing," the second advent,
bodily heaiing in answer to prayer, and opposition to tobacco, lodges, liquor,

.‘s'b"age, cosmetics, professional sports and jewelr.y. The "holiness associations”
stressed the teachings of John Wesley relative to sin. His teaching was that
"seving faith nails the old men on the crossy but requires a second work of grace
to render the old man dead experimentally." This "second work of grace" was
sometimes celled the "instanteneous sanctification' or "cleansing of the -hear't
from inbred sin." The Methodist bishops and intellectual leaders opposed the
"holiness associations" and the inordinate stress on Wesleyan doctrines on sin.
The associations were in consequence compelled to continue outside the churches

anl became a new religious force. Coming under the sway of various religious

leaders, they beceme the seed-bed for further sectarian development. (15)

(14) _Religious Bodies, 1916, United States Bureau of the Census (Depariment of
Commerce, Washington, De Ce 1917 )e

(15) The Christian and Missionary Alliance, Church of God, Church of the
Nazarene and Free Methodist Church of Canada have a shifting emphasis
on entire sanctification and personal holiness. The Church of the Nazarene
represents a merger of larger "holiness associations" of the National
Holiness Movement. The first church was organized at Los Aiig eles
in 1895, In 1907 they took the name "Pentecostal Church of the Nazerene"
but dropped the word "Pentecostal" in 1919 to distinguish themselves
from the group this study deals withe
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The "holiness associations® increasingly began to regard as sinful the
practices with which they were unable to compromise. The "line" churches were
accused of being the tools of capita.lism because they accepted the large gifts
made by capitalistse A minisﬁerial interest in socialism paralleled the growing
labour~capital conflict and the developing academic interest in sociology. The
“hoiiness associations" then opened an escape into a world of" thraldom and emotional '
freedom. Adherents were ui‘ged to sesk for “gifts".

These perfectbonists of a radical order developed strange motor or physical
reactions in their worship. One of the earliest instances of charismatic behaviour
in "holiness™ meetings was in Nori h Carolina in the late nineties. This emotional
abandomment was tempered by highly perfectionist doctrines and a basic pessﬁi\gail.

The unaffiliated evangelistic teams had become common in the late seventies and

noisey revivalism was gaining in popularitye The wails of th_(_a penitent at the altar
were not uncommon. In 1892 g revival broke out in the Swedish Mission at Moorhead,

 Minnesota. (16) This Pevival spread to Lake Eunice, Evansville and Lakenskjold
and was later brougm, into the Pentecostal Hoﬁénent. At the Nethodist Church in
Greenfield, South Dekota, a similar revival occurred in 1896,  This was thefourth
great Method:.st rev:n.val in g decade as earlier rev:wals ha.d occurred gt Metropolitan

Methodlst Churchy Chicago, and at Glenwood, Iowa, and the great "Dake Revival's (17)
in 1897 a convention was held in New England by a group of people called the -

"Gift People®s It may be concluded that inereasing speculation in.religious

magtters characterized the period.

(16) Henry He Ness of Seattle writes in a booklet enti'bledf‘Demons-_trations of the
Holy Spirit" that "...there were many remarkable healings, and very often as
Peter Thompson was preaching, the power of God would fall, people drcpp:.ng

" to the floor and speaklng in other tongueseses"

(17) Methodist Reve Ve Ae Dake founded the Pentecost Bands to draw the revivalist
"~ adherents into one fellowshipe
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Speculation and expgsri;qen‘bation revolved about the experience of thé baptism
of the Holy Ghoste A great deal of study and prayer for the Paraélete outpourings
was made and the strange trance-like experiences of individuals such as Daniel
Awrey became the o bject of queste The M"line" churches frowned upon such"extra=-
vagant experiential tendencies" and foreced persistent believers in such doetrines
to leave the churche (18) Nevertheless, forbidden fruit was sweet and scattered
individuals and groups continued -bo-»reach out into the unknown for gome deeper,
fuller Christian experience. In 1900 forty or fifty people received the "Holy
Ghost fire baptism" in Tennessees (19) Similar experiences were related in Dalton,
Minve sotay end Charokee County, North Carolina, but the doctrine fanained.undefined
anl those who ha& experienced the so-called "baptism" were segregatede (20)
Notwithstanding, the doctrine had become the object of deliberation.

The "beptism" has become the central theme of the Pentecostsl Movement and is
indeed the bomd of fellowship uniting the various factions of the Movement. The
doctrinal standards of the largest organized Pentecostal bodies on the ¢ ontinent,
the Statement of Fundamental Truths of the Assemblies of God, Gemsral Council, and
of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada, statess "The Bap“blsm of telievers in the

Holy Ghost is witnessed by the initisl physical sign of speaking with o ther tohgues
as the Spirit of God gives them ubterances.se® This experience was taught 'l‘:'o

be distinet from and subsequent to the experience of the "new birth," or comwersion.

(18) Reve We Je Walthall, lezter Assemblies of God Superintendent in Arizona, was
forced to leave the Baptist ministry. In Damville, Kentucky, a Christian
Faith Band Church was organized by expulsed Thomas J. Coxe In 1919 this
church became the Church of God.

(19) stanley He »Frodsham, With signs Follawing (Springfield, Missouri, ppal-17).

(20) .Henceforth the "baptism of the Holy Ghost" will be cited as "baptism™,

' "enduement" or "Pentecost" to conform to usage in the Movement and avoid con-
fusion in the interpretation of eitations. Water baptism, or the usual
meaning of the term baptism, will be indicated as such in the contexte
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Membership in the Movement was open to those who gave evidence of cow ersion and
subscribed to the tenets of faith of the particular faction of the Movement. The
belief in the "baptism" as a fundemental doctrine, and not its experience, was
made the condition of membership. A quest for the experience of "Pentecost™
was, however, necessary to good standing in the Movemente

Definition of the doctrine of the "baptism" and national organization and uni-
versal evangelism on behalf of the "pentecostal baptism follpwed upon g great
revival in Topeka, Kansas, in 1899, A whole series of revivals was set loose with
this incident and the General Council, Assemblies of Gol emerged to unite and
consolidate the many independent assemblies created by the revivelistic wave.

In Topeka in 1899 g2 prayer band of "holiness" people declared a twenty-one day
fast and vigil to t arry for the Holy Ghoste They had studied the prophetic
scriptures together and had become convinced that the outpourings of the Holﬁ
Ghost were meant for all believers and could be manifested by the supernatural
"speaking in fongues". On New Year's Day, 1909, the Holy Spirit was believed

to fall upon the group, menifested it was alleged by speaking in other tomgues

and joyful involunkary_praise. They all fell into the trance-like,. passive

state that has become the accepted behaviour pattern in ali sub sequent Pentécoétal

revivalse (21) A full understanding of what is meant by the "baptism" is

(21) I heve witnessed the "baptism" on several occasions in Calvary Temple
(Winnipeg), Apostolic Temple (Winnipeg), Lighthouse Mission (Calgary) and
the Full Gospel Calvary Temple (Kemloops). The experience was exph ined
to me by Dre Jo. E. Purdie of the Western Bible College, by Reve Je De Szunders
who attended the initiasl Los Angeles meetings, and countless other Pentecostal
and Apostolic ministers and laymen. Observations were noted atv divine
healing services, evangelistic services, strset services, worship servicés,
rellies, and prayer meetings. The grestest emotionsl sbandomment was wit-
nessed during private services in the prayer room. These services are also
called "after services" or "tarry mestings". Although regular hours of
formal worship are adhered to in the e¢ity churches, a great part of the con~
gregation remaing behind to witness new couversions and "baptisms" sometimes
until the early morning hours. There is an inexhaustible pamphlet literature
on tvhe "baptisms bult 8ll information in this study is from first hand
observationa




necessary o0 any study of the Pentecostal Movement. Tt is so detached from the
average religious experience, which is usually considered the normal religious
experience, thzt the findings of this study relating to the physical snd emotional
aspects of the "baptism" are requisite to the general narrstive. As definition
followed the Topeka revival, it seens appropriate to desecribe the doetrinal issues
when dealing with the Topeka revivale
The motor sutomatism accompanying the enduement or beptism of the Spirit is
mechanical, repetitious, and apparently undirected. The sesker usually kneels
in prayer for the "infilling" and directs all attention and petitions for the coming
of the Paracletes This Pfixation of attitude is alwayss, as far as.I ve besn able
to ascertain, controlled by the experience of others inr eceiving their basptism, or
. controlled by specific directions from the vastor. On no occasion has it been pos=
sible to find Pentecostal believers in Western Com ds who r eceived the standard. ex=~
perience without first having heard it described, having read about it, or having
seen it occure The head is often tilted back, the lips move in a frenzied ples
and the lmrds are outstretched suggestive of pleading or of receiving to omself.
This symbolic behaviour often seemd without conseious controle The sesker élso
seems to enter a "bwilight state." He seems to be semi~-conscious and near st hand
noises or movements do not visibly detract from the "tarrying.” The whole atmosphere .
is invafiably intensely suggestive and when a sesker kneels +o get the "baptiem" of
the Spirit", friends and relatives gather around and encourage with rhythmicfsheutssj
of "Hallelujahi", or "Praise the Lord!", chanting of familiar choruses, or clappihg
of handse The embire situstion is a stereotypes There are not only cyelic repe~
titions of thought but also of speech and behaviour. As the "infilling" seems ﬁé
approach, the devotee utters spasmodic triumphal shoutsy or I® art-rending sobs, of
"Blessed Jesusi", "Jesus! Jesus!", or similar exclamations.e In every case there
is a stereotyped repetition of words or of sentences by the seeker and by the atten=-

dant bystanders. (22)

TEZ) This 18 "VOrDigeration” probablye THE SITUGLioH 15 & Type of ScHizophrenig

.
as there is considerable distortion of emotionse
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When the "enduement" comes the devotee often falls uneonscious for several

minutess In all cases the elimax is an unintelligible jivbering which is immediate-
1y interpreted by the faithful as "speaking in tongues.”  Frequently a Pentecostal
bystander, often a proud mother or father seeing their child receive the coveted

experience, will go into 2 trance and profess 4o translate the words spoken in the

P

"wnknown tongue" without first having conscious knowledge of the largvaze from
vhich the translating is done. This is called "inmterpreting in the Spirit" and is
but one of the many "gifts" contigent with the "paptism.

Most spectacular =mong the various "giftg" was probably the claim that a
speaker could receive the "gift¥ of languages"s  This means speaking a foreign
knowm language correctly in a trance so that any one who speaks that language
can uw erstandes This "gifi" could, of course, be put to great missionary use if
ever really obtaineds (23) When spesking in these other languages or unintel-
ligible tongues devoiees have auditory, visual and +tactile appérceptions which they
claim as being "real', Pen%ecostal people claim to have had visions of the pro-
phets and apostles, of heaven and even of the Glory of Gode  They further claim
t0 hesr voiceé from heaven directing them 2t timese There is seemingly no limi%
to the sensationsl “"gifts" and in a real sense God isiclximed to "move in mysterious

ways. "

The infilling of ‘the"baptism™ is no less sensational an experience, being
described by some as "liquid fire entering the body," “"unbounded ecstasy," or an
impulse to jump, shout or cry. The resultant feeling is one of guiet and reassur=-

ance but this is usually preceded by incessant compulsive erying. 3ome cry, some

laugh and some roll about in convulsions upon receipt of the "enduemente." There

(23) The Sharon Group of North Battleford, Saskatchewan, claims to pasess the
"gift of languages " and to be able to impart it at will to missionaries.
All claims,to date, have been without evident proofe I have been able to
check only one claim which was definitely false in the form it appeared
in the sect®s official organ. .
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appe ars to be no regular pattern of automatism épart from the "speaking in. tongués".
The apparent break in continuity with previous patterns of behaviour suggestrs a
fugue state, and the fixed eye-ball, rhythmic swaying and abandoned attitude of
semi~consciousness may be induced by hypnosise This state, best described as
complete emotional abandon, is not caused by conscious hypnosise.

The recent accusation that the. Pentecostals were employing hypnosis to effect
"divine healing" cures and proselytize from the ranks of the "line" churches re-
quires spegial attention in the case of the new technique imtroduced in Canala by
Reve Jo Ee Stiles to induce the descent of the Holy Ghost on chronic seokers. (24)
He gives monotonous, reiterated suggestions to relax, to0 concentrate in thought

on the Holy Ghost, and, most important in his technique, to breathe deéply in
rhythm as if breathing in the Holy Ghost. When the su'bj ects show an increaséd
amenability and responsiveness to the directions, he véry suddenly lay; hands on
one person announcing the arrival of the "baptism.”  Almost invariably the person
touched falls into the desired trance and the remainder of the group readily
follows.

The outstanding factors of the technique are the mental and physical pre-
Parationss Fasting has also been indicated as helpful in obtaining the “endue-

mente" Once the initial experience has been received the religious experiment

can readily be repeated and a trance created with very little stimulation. The
doetrinal declaration is that the initial experience is the "baptism of the

Holy Ghost" and the subsequent similar experiences are "infillings of ‘e Holy

(24) Reve J. E. Stiles, How to Receive the Holy Ghost (Route 2, Box 215, Ozkdale,
Calif.) A revival was conducted at the Calvary Temple, Winnipeg, with
considerable success by Reve Jo E, Stiles. His technique has remained g
subject of discussion in the Movemente. ' :
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Ghost."  There can be, from the doctrinal statement, only cne "baptism", but
innumefable "infillings." This experience is impervious to0 persuasion or reason
and is a fixed belief widely deviant from the cultural norm. VWhatever may be the
concensus of opinion regarding it, the important fact is that it remains the central
doctrine and experience of the Pentecostal Movement. "The characterizing feature,
and that wherein we differ from evangelical churches of the present day, is in the
belief that Pentecost can be repeated as re_corded in the Acts of the Apostlesy with
all the accompanying signs, manifestations, operations and gifts of the Spirit.

It is this supernatural, divine element in the Movement that has attracted the attem-
tion and held spellbound such a multitude of people. The Movement has from+he
beginning been evangelistic. Great revivals have not been mere religious awaken-
ings, but Holy Ghost conviction has caused real repentance and confession. As
a result, hundreds of thousands will praise God thr ough all eternity for rsal
selvation.” (25) | It seems probable that anyr eligious group could produce the
same experience with similar mental, spiritual and vhysical preparationse

As important as the experience itmelf was the inevitable spread ke doec-
trine fromthe Topeka revival of 1899, From Topeka sma_ll groups of wr kers spread

into the states of Kansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizons and Texase In the fall

of 1900 Bethel Colk ge was opened in Topeka by Charles Fe Parham, who la ter |
pleyed a prominent role in the evangelistic crusadgs of the Movement inthe United
Statese The school offered courses based ont hestudy of the Bible, but stressed
study of verses dealing with the Holy Ghoste Some forty people attended and

missionary work was carried on in Topeka, Lawrence, Joplin and Kansas Ci'byg

After a while theschool closed down but all its students carried the me ssage

(25) _Oak Lake News, Ozk Lake, Manitoba, February 9, 1928.




16.

of"Pentecost" to other communitiese Houston and Los Angeles were the places of
uitimaﬁe settlemente After g revival in Brunner; Houston witnessed s revival

of great proportions and becsme the headquarters of the Apostolic Faith Mov ement,
as 1t was thencalled in Texase As a result of the Houston campaign, Rev. Howard
As Goss, Superintendent, at present, of the United Pentecostal Church and active
in the Apostolic faction work in Eastern Canada, received his "baptism." MNr.
Charles Fe Parhem personally +took the new doctrines to Chicego, Zion City and
finally New York. “Holiness associations" in many areas accepted the new doce
trine and provided chammels of propagation of the doctrine of "Pentecost." A
coloured "holiness" minister in Houston, probebly the most outstanding person in
the initial csmpaigns of the new Movement, Reve We Je Seymour, took the doctrine

to his own people at Los Angeles. He had received the conversion experience

unl er a small group of people called the “Evening Light Saints" am I d received
the "baptism" uMd er preachers of the Tope ka revival partye. ‘"Holiness people"
had waited two full yeers in Los Angeles for something supermatural to heppen in
their city as news came in of a grest revivel in 1903 at Galena, Kansas. It
extended to Baxter Springs, Columbus and Orchard, Texas, from the Galena outburst.
A special confsrence‘was held in Housﬁon in 1905 and a convention was held.at
Orchard the following year to unite the scattered groups of telievers‘ The new
doctrine was only beginning to+ ake root end would soon burst forth in the first
blade. "It is estimated that at least one thousand had received the Baptism in
the Spirit and hed spoken in other tongues as the Spirit of God geve utterance, .
and there were some sixty preachers and workers in+the state of Texas alone." (26)
Tﬁe success in the Southwestern states arising fro£§§2peka revival was soon to

be dwarfed by the anticipated revival in Los Angeles.

(26) Se He E‘rOdSham, OPe Ci'tg, PPs 1-29,
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On April 9, 1906, something supernatural and spontaneous did seem +o0izke
pldce in Los Angeles.s Pentecostals said, "The power of God fells." The local
press said that religious fanatics had concentrated onthe citye. After dinety
days of "worderful healing and mighty-infillings of the Holy Spirit," the word
" was carried by free papers and word of mouth to many other communitiese The
hea,lings increased and news of the "latter ;‘a,in" caused believers everywhere 'l:‘o
seek o similar experience. We Je Seymour started in Los Angeles meetings in a
small coloured Nazarene Church,then held them in a private home, and f inally
moved to an abandoned two-storey Methodist Church vhich had been turned into
teneamentse (27) There remained one large unplastered barnlike room on *b‘he
ground floor suitaeble for meetings. It was on these premises, 312 Azusa Strest,
Los Argeles, t hat the world-wide "revival! began. The first Pentecostal pub-
lication described it as follows: 'Humdreds of souls have received salvation and
healing. The Lord God is in Los Angeles in different migsliors and churches that
have sprung from the Azusa Street Mission, and ie¢ working in mighty power, des-
pite the bitter opposition that is being manifestede This great revival has
spread through suburban towns round sbout Los Angeles, and they will soon cover
the entire United States of America." (28)

The Movement did spread rapidly from the Los Arg eles meetings of 1906 but
it also remained unorganized for several yearse lMeanwhile, the meotings at
Azusa Street went on without order of service or g cheduled speskerse Here
the enthusiasts were dubbed "holy roZ_Llez‘s;" for at any hour of thedy o night

theycould be seen dropping to the ground in ecsiatic trances. This was celled

(27) Reve We J. Seymour held mestings st the home of Mre. Lee of Peniel Misa. ons,
: then at the home of Baptist ir. and lMrse. Asbury, 214 North Donnie Brae St.,
Los Angeless

(28) The Apostolic Faith, Los Angeles, Californias, Decem®r, 1906, pe l.

i
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by the Pentecostals, "faelling under the mighty power of God." The Ffixed eve-ball,
foaming liv axd cowvulsed limb were 'very conmon at Azusa Street Mission. ¥rithing
penitents go through the same motor automatism in the Movemernt 's prayer rooms to-day.
It became the cry of many residents of Los Angeles thot religion was losing its
3.’;2,?56, unfortunately not only its nature, when the r evivalist roused his audisnce

to the enotional pitch where the calm, rational control they may have possessed

e

Lon and thegeneral

o

left theme Healing and "speaking in tongues" drew great attent
public and the city press declared the whole thing to be a work of tle devil among
ignorant, fenaticsl and demented peoples  The Church of the Nazarene was most voci-
ferous in its denunciations beceuse from its ranks many of the Pent ecostal lsaders
-were ®ing drawn. Still the work of the revival went onand =t the very time the
Los Angelss camp meeting was on, another Pentecostal camp meeting was in Irogress
at Ashod, nearDuxbury, Massachusetts. Iissionaries were sent out from +he early
'mee'tings with substantial finances but these later presented a serious problem,
for they found themselves without church or mission board to give fimneial sup=
port when the initial capital was speut. The missiomry work called for some
form of organization. (29) It became, therefore, expedient o accept some de-
nominational orgaenization to promote expansion on a scale similar tothat of the
first few yearse
The Movement began as a sponpaneous sectarian revolt gaining support from the
7 politically disfranchised =and eronomically weake I+t achieved distinetiveness
through the demonstrative revivale. The revival combined z conéerva'tivs appeal to

"primitive Chri stia.ni‘ty“' and a radical appeal 1o experiment witljreligious techniques.

(29) Frodsham, ODe Ci".'u, PPe 31=40.

Frank Je Ewart, The Phenomenon of Pentecost A History of the Latter Rain

(Houston, Texas, 1947), pp. 36-49.

Frodsham represents the official Pentecostal faction of the Movemer am Ewart
gives the history of the Movement from Apostolic opinions Thetwo works were
writhen separately anl coincide in the details of sll events in thegrorth of
the Movements The doctrinal stand alone is different.




CHAPTER TWO.

American Denomim tional Organi zatione
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American Denominationsl Organization

Denominational organization followed upon the expension of the Movement from
Topeka into the Southwestern States and Californmize The Los Angdles revival of
n

1906 resulted in the orgenization of such independent groups as the Full Gospel

iission, the Assembly of God =~nd the Pentecostal Assembly. The Aposgtolic Faith

3

Mission, the group organized in Texas following the revivals conducted by the Tope ka

.

revivel parties, was the first to engage in city missions. The Apostolic Faith
Assembly sponsored the first missions in Canadae It dates from the evangelistic

work of Miss Minnie Hanson and Wrs. M. White. T+ strenuously denied being 2 de=

nomination and stressed divine healing and a third sacpament, foobt-waching., TIts

practice of treating the sick by serd ing out blessed handlierchisfs hes hecome DOpU~

ler in Pentecostal assemblies inm Canada to-day.  Another Pentecostal sect waich
~was orgenized in the United Stotes and which was active in Cansda was the ITnt erng=
§ tiongl Church of the Forsquare Gosvele It was founded sbout the great personglity
| of Caradian~born Aimée Semple lcPhersons She began her work in Los Angeles in
1918 and in no way added to Pentecostal development apart from publicizing the

Arg elus Temple and the L.I.F.Z, Bible College. Beyond a doubt, Los Az eles was

=

",

tnfkapital of Pentecostal denominational orgenization.

However, not 2ll the groups arose in the metropolitan area of Los Anples.

The pattern of development adopted in Los Angeles was copled in other cenm ros.

The Pentecostal Assemblies of Jesus Christ emerged from various Pentecostal works
in the viecinity of Newark, Ohio.(30) The coloured Church of God in Christ re-

ceived the new doctrines and made nmany converts in the Southe  One particularly

(30) Religious Bodies,1936, United States Bureau of the Census (Demrtment of
Commerce, Washington, De Ce, 1937)e

Cfe FTOdShaﬂl, OPe C:'L'bo’ PDs 43153
Cfe E'Wart, ODe Ci‘to’ PPa 50=56.
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' ’iﬁdependent group was organized in Indianapolis as the Pentecostal Assemblies of
the Worlde They believed that there Wogld be yet new revelations of da trine

‘. begides the doctrines taught by the Azusa Street lMission in Los Argeless VAnoﬁher
group in Houston was organized on a color basis' although it taught the Azusa Street
doctrinese This coloured group took the title Pentecostal Church Incorporated.

Some denominational organizations followed special social or evangelistic emphasise
Dre Phillip Wittick founded a group called the National and International Pentecostal

Wissionery Union in 1914 to emphasize foreign missionary worke Similarly, three

Bastern ministers argenized the Association of Pentecostal Assemblies in 1920 to

federate home and foreign independent missions. The two bodies thus formed to

emphasize foreign service finally united as the International Pentecostal Assemblies.
On the other hand, the Faith Tabernacle in the sté‘be of California emphasized home
missions and the Church of the ?ull Ge pol, incorporated in 1934, emphasized a
Baptist theologye. In Fort Wer th, Texag, there remains another ind‘ependeiat denomina=-
tion dating from the Topeka revivaly the Pentecostal Church of God of Americay Ince
There seems no end to the denominational grougings W;i.thin the Movemente These
groups remained independent during the rapid and uncontrolled expansion of the Mor e~
ment over the comtinent. Many of them were founded outside of the me tropolitan

area of Los Angeles but nereri;heless retained a dostrinal similaritye.

Two sects of the Movement developed into noteworthy denominations umier very

special circumstancese The first was through a series of consolidationse In
1897 in Cincinmati, Reve Martin We Knapp and Reve Ce Se Rees foumled ¢ he Iuterna-

tional Apostolic Holiness Union. 1In 1919 the Holiness Christian Church joined

this "™m®liness association” bringing into the organization the adherents oi an

1882 Pemnsylvanis, revival. “ The Union was renamed the International Holirness
Churche In 1922 two separate independent Pemt ecostal seets Joined, the Pente-
costal Rescue Mission of Binghemton and the Pilgrim Church of Passdena. Once
again a new neme was sought and this time the church we.s callsd the International

Christian Churche TIn 1924 the Pentecostal Brethren in Christ, an Ohio “holiness"
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group, and the People's Mission Church, a Colorade Springs "holiness" group,
consolidated with the International Christian Church to form the powerful national
Pentecostal denomination, the Pilgrﬁri Holiness Churgh.
The second sect of the WMovement that has had a pérticularly significant origin
is the result of withdrawal from various sects already im the Movement. In 1931
at 'Olympia, Washirg ton, Pentecostal ministers frqm various sects banded together
to fight what they called the sectarian spirit in -their several denominationse The
result was the organization of a separate group which quiékly took on denominational
characteristics, the Calvary Pemtecostal Churche .

A mrked sectarian ix};sz_ability may be said to be characteristic of Pentecostal
"dencminations and adherents. One impressive fact that is readily apmrent in the
study ot thie Movement is the grea:i; divisions vinto sects, denominations and factions.

 Division came as a resuit' of widespread preé.ciling of the new doctrinesvith no organi-
zation to absorb the comverts made to the Movemente It was a movement, not a
church or denomination, and thereby lost the opportunity of bringing all- edherents
into one corpa ate boﬁy for worship and evaengelisme

In 1906 the Azusa Street revival party opened a cempaign which laid the foundge

tion for further sectarian and denomina—bional dévelopment. The-c ampeign was held
in the North Avenue Mission at Chicago where Reve William He Durhem, later an out-
standing Bible teacher and theologian in the Movement, was pastor. It was here
that Ee Ne Bell, la:bér first Chairmen of the Gemerel Council of the Assemblies of
God, received his "baptism." Pastor A. H. Argue, pibneer‘Pentecoshal minister
in Western'fc'a_nada, also received the "enduement™ at the Chicago meetings in 1906,
An alleged raising of an Italian boy fromthe dead started a Jarge Italian mission
in Chicagoe This led eventually to the founding of the Italian Pen-becpstal
‘Mission and the opening of Ttalian mission work in South America. Toe day a
sect of s aueten thousand with over one hundred assemblies, the Unorganized Italian
Christian Churches of America maintains headquarters in Chicago and o dministers

to the spiritual needs of the Italian comverts of the 1906 revival and subsequent
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conversions have e en numerous. An affili_ated group, the Italian Pen'tecos-tal_
Assemblies of God, 'min:i'.sters to a smaller membership. Although it too stemmed from
the 1906 revival, it has its headquarters at Newark, New Jersey, wheres the Pentecostal
message was carried from Chicago in 1907 The succes;s of the Movement in the Eastern
states in 1906 marked the end of sectarian expansion for a period and an era of theo-
logical definition and denominational organization follaved. (31).

The pastor of the North Avenue Mission in Chicago, Reve William H. Durham, made
the first conmtribution to the Movement's theology. He defined and méde geceptable
to the entire Wovement the‘ doctrine ,°£ the "finished work of Ca;vary. " The entire
HMovement, the Assemblies of God in particular, accép-l;ed this doctrine that described
salvation as a progressive work as being orthodox in 191le  The traditionsal ;’holiness"
dé'ctrine that there were twow orks of grace, salvationani sanctification, was held
by the Azusa Street group from 1906 to 1911, The second work of grace, sanctifica-
tion3was believed to be a definite, instantaneous work of grace. Rev. William H.
Durhan cortended that the work of sanctification was gredual am that converts had +o
grow in holiness and faithe (32) The cherished Wesleyan doctrine was not very readily
set aside and as late as 19115;1;1 the Pentecostal missions, ineluding e Azusa Street
Mission in Los A eles,were closed to Reve Willism H, Durhame

At the c alling of *'uhe. General Council for the formation of a united» Peut ecostal
denomina.;bion several years later, however, Durham's new de trine WaSA accepted as a

tenets The acceptance of the doctrine of the "finished work of Calvary" mie the

(31) _Religious Bodies, 1926, United States Bureau of the Census (Department of
Commerce, Washington, De C. 1927).

(32) Rev. Frank . Small, Hoderator of the Apostolic Church of Pentecost, wrote on Oct.
10, 1949, about this doetrine as follows: "By this illumination it was discover=
ed that Romans 6:6 was a death sentencs and the crucified man was bound +o die
by that one acte This position automatically outlawed Wesley's secomd work of
grace theory... original sin does not exiwt under the new covenant. Chist hath
set us free." '
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Movement find favour with the nominal Protestant churches and the Pentecostals
as a result were given new opportunities to press forward with evangelistic
and mpling cempaigns. The doetrine was stated in the Statement of Fuxamert al
ths of the Genersal Goimcil, Assemblies of God as follows: "Entire santiifi-
cation is the will of God for all ' lievers, anmd should be earnestly pursued by
walking in obedience to God's Word." (33) The doctrine of the "finished work
of Calvary" is taught by both factions of the Movement to~day and means that Christ
finished the work of selvation on the cross of Calvary. The evangelists of the
Movement preach the doctrine that all the penitent sinner needs to do is believe

from the heart in the fact of Calvery and he will r eceive the saving grace: of Ged.

"Believe amd receive Christ by faith as your Saviour. In doing so, you will
receive the peace and blessing of God now and throughout the eternal ages", states
one popular tracte (34) This doctrine is further unlimited by time, ph ce or
circumstance snd it carried a message of hope t0 all who suddenly fourd themselves
in desperate situationss "The very moment you believe in, or look toy Jesus
as the One who bled ‘and. suffered for you, you are saved." (35) . Thés doctrine
was the stepping stone to overtures for doctrinal standardization among Pentecos~
"bal believers. The calling of the Goneral Council in 1914 was motivated by the
desire to find some doctrinal unity in the‘ Movement apart fromthe "baptism®

experiences.

From the outset there were great divergences of doctrine andthe deetringl
disai ssions at the First General Council in 1914 were tabled, as it appeared that

all hope of achieving some centralization would be lost if dogtringl standards were

sete The great difficulty arose, not so much in deciding for or against the
doetrine of the "finished work of Calr ary", but, in thed iscussions cerering about

HApostolic doctriness Doctrinal d iscussions were set sside +o rush trough a

(33) "The Origin and Development of the Assemblie & of God," oPe Cites Do 22“
(34)  "Knocking at the Heart's Door," (The Ges pel Tract Union, Grenfell, Sask.)"

(35) "God's Way of Salvation,” (Hull Publishing Compeny, Winnipeg, Man.), Pe 2le
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éolicy which would provide an instrument for deé.ling with vhat was widely believed
to be heresy.

At the time o terrific earthquake was shaking San Francisco, a series of
new "revelations" at Los Am eles were pr eparing to shake the Pentecostal Movement
and eventually rend it from top 4o bottom by doctrinal strife. It appears ‘that
Charles Parham, who had been largely responsible for the Topeka revival and
the Bethel Bible Schooi, and Mre We Fe Carothers, prominent elder atthe Azusa
Street Mission, both believed inwhat they celled a "simple faith in the efficacy
of the Neme of the Lord Jesus Christe" Both became prominent in a group which
rallied o this beliefe The new group was called the Apostolic faith, but most

celled the adherents inthe United States the Oneness peoples In Canads the

term Jesus Only People became popular (36)e Whatever the name the doctrine

was knomn by, it succeeded in dividing the lovement.

The group grew from what was called the New Issue at the second "world camp
meetiné" in Los Angeles in 1913« By 1914 the chief exponent had become Reve (e
T. Haywood, a coloured evangeliste To the regret ofthe conservative faction

the mjority of the n'egroes received the doctrines of the Apostolic faith, the

cenbral theme of the new doc trine being the "absolv'te Neme ad Deity of the Lord =
Jesus Clriste™ (37) At the Los Angeles camp in 1913 the cresm of Nor'bh Ameriecan
Pentecostal ministers had gathered and there was a prevailing spirit of unrest
and a sectarian desire to obtain something further or some new revelation. The
instability of all sectarian movement imvarisbly leads to further subdivisiqn

within the cellular unit. Reve Re Ee McAlister, very prominent in the Mor ement

(36) The outstanding Apostolic or Jesus Only groups in Cam da are tIs Apostoliec
Chureh of Pentecost, the United Pent seostal Church and the Apastolic Church
of Christe The conservative faction is represented by the Pentecostal As-
semblies of Cansada, Pentecostal Holiness Church, Evangslicael Churches of
Perb ecost, Bethel Full Gospel Assembly, Independent Pentecostal Assemblies,

Interm tional Church of the Four-square Gespel end the Chuch of God (Pentecostal)

(37) Interview, Reve Je De Saunders, Lethbridge, Alberta, July 11, 1949,
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in Cam da, preached on the subject of water baptism at the 1913 meetings. He

is alleged to have said that the apostles invariably baptized their converts

once in the mme of the Lord Jesus .Christ and that the formula "™in+t he Name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost" was not employeds The whole
meeting was soon in an uproar and he left the ph tform and enfire camp in a stgﬁe
of confusion. (38) There imsdiately arose a sharp dissident and the camp mee’g-
ing was splite The entire Movement was divided into fwoc amps end various indi-

viduals went intot he new Apostolic faith amd then left it for the conservative

original doctrine, or vice versa. The criticism from the faction wh;‘.ch rejected
the new doctrine became violent. (39) The New Issue began a sectarian develop-
ment similar to that already achieved by the entire Movement and the Movement
t]{;ereafter witnessed parallel development.

Many }eaders of the Movement were drawn into the New Issue but otlwrs began
to strive for factional unity. After the 1913 camp meeting Reve Frank Ewart,
Reve Ro E. McAlister and‘ Reve Glenn A. Cook opened a mission on Mein Street,
Los 4ngsless Loter, Reve Re E. MeAllister left and Reve Ge To Haywood of
Indienalopis came and the mission was joimed with one on Spriwg Street in Los
Argeles. Reve Ge To Haywood comvinced Reve Framk Ewart of t he baptismsl for-
mule in "the Name of the;Lord Jesus Christ" and asked leave of hiss énior
evangelistic partner to preac:h the New Issue doctrine. In the suburban town
of Belvederethe first Oneness migsion was opened. Aﬁril. 15, 1914, has remained

an lumportent day in the history of the Apostolic faction for onthet day the first
meetings were held in thetent on Zast First Streets Reve Glenn A. Cook
accepted the new teachings and he was made the assistant pastor at the Belveders

mission. The Pentecostsl churches dpposed the doctrines taught and e genersl

(38) E‘Waxht’ ODe Ci’beg DVe 50“77@

(39) Interview, Szauniers, loce cite
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publiec was even less

avorebles They stirred up riots, attacked with stink
bombs, tomatoes and other missiles, andf inally burned thetent and its corb ents.

o~

A local gang, the Ovl Grng, threatened the ministers. The "baptisn™ was wit-

et

o
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negsed at the time of immersion water baptiem using theif ormula "inthe Neme
'v"of the Lord Jesus Chr igt" and was taken as o "witness thet teir new doetrine
was sounde (40)

The result was the conversion of a curiously azssorted groupe Various
members of the Owl Gang, including the leader, and many of the staunchest .

Llocel Baptists adhered to the lovements Reve Ge Te Haywood interpreted the

progress as an indication of Divine favor and proceeded to open a mission in

Indianapolise The doctrines of the Apostolic faith spread to T ery eity of-
the West in a decade from Indienapoliss (41) The embire Pentscostal world was
reached by the new doctrine and many leaders entered the New Issuce Reve We Lo
Béoth—Clibborn, of noted ev'angelis_‘;ic parentage, Reve Ha N. Bell, Reve A, H.
Argue, Reve George Be Studd, Reve Frank Smali and Reve Ts B. Roberts were among
those who accepted the ﬁew doectrines Several leaders, on the other han_d,
soon saw the real issues at stake and began to work for unity. \ An o« gani~
zational unity to withstand in*bernél division and to meet the task of national

evangelism emer'ged. as the real issue at stakes

(40) At the Zionm Church Apostolic in Winnipeg and the Apostolic Temple in
Regina there are still cases of couverts receiving the "Spirit baptism"
at the moment they receive the immersion baptism in the QOneness formulae
Hyper~tension and emotional conditioning are evident particularly at such
a rite in all churches of the Apostolic faction.

(41) contributory to Apostolic factionalepins at that time was the appearance
of on investigation conducted by Fundementalist Bible Scholar, William
Phillips Hall, in early manuscrips producing the revolutionsry thesis
that the Neme of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost was identical to the
Neme of the Lord Jesus Christe This discovery was published in a book
at the suggestion of Dre A. Ce Gascbelein and fava ably reviewed by the
Literary Digest and Sunday School Timess. The booklet, "A Remmrkable
Biblical Discar ery; The Name of the Lord Jesus Christ" is available
at the American Tract Society, 7 West 45 Sireet, New York, 1928.
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The real issue for development of a mational polity was further hastened by

the local movemert s for unity in various centres. The Pentecostal assemblies
formed from the Topeka, Los Angeles, Chicago and smaller revivals were independent
but more amd more tended to umite in Iocal organizations. There was no real

headquarters or cemtral body to determine standards end administer home and fa eign

affairse Dif ficulties were inclined to inerease as the Movement prospereds To
unify and standardize teachings and practices Reve Ze N Belly, editor of the "Word
and Witness" of Malvern, Arkansas, md several associates issued g call for a

general council t0 be held at Hot ‘Spi'ings, Arkansas, in thespring of 1914. Re=

presentatives of the Movement in various sections of the country were imited and

attendeds The Movement_ had by now reached the Pa.cifi;: coast cities without ex~
ception as well as every urban centre of cons equence in the Weste From April 2
to April 12 the council sat at Hot Springse IMost of the approximately three
hundred and twenty ministers =nd delegates who attended were from+t he 1 Midwestern
sectiony, not from the California section. The result was the fourd ing of the
Genergl Council, Assemblies of God o federate all Local assemblios s provide
a central office and conference. Many independent groups adhered to the ¢ oms ti-
tution proposed, but by no mesns did all the assemblies of the Mov ement accept
the genersl federation principles or even attend the councile. There was an in-.

tense dislike for organization and many saw in the move = step towards denomina-

’cionalism, therefore shunned the council. The Assemblies of God declared at
the First Gereral Council that the church was already established as witnessed

by the "beptism" and that the zim of the Council was not 1o set up a denominetional

administration but to prow#ide z channsl of fellowship and service far all Pente-~

costal believers. This saell beginning was destined +o deve
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denominetional and imstitutional organ in the Pentecosisl Movemert s and 28 such

it became the prototyne of the Pentecostal Assemblics of Consdae

Once the polily of the Movemsnt was securely esinb] lished, attention was once

urned to doctrine, n 1916 at the Selit Louis Cow embion tho General

-

Council, Assemblies of God rejected the New Tssue doctrines of the water baptism



the Nome of the TLord Jesus Christ® exd the unity of the Godhead in Christ,

.
in 4l

Hren Reve He Mo Bell, formerly pastor of Fort Worth B

of the Hot Springs council in 1914, had rejoi ned me Trinitarian faction which

o

had by now won f or itself the sxcluaive use of the term Pentecosiala The Hew
York delegation wasg clvaoys vehenent in its demuncistions of +he Onenegs doctrines

ard succeeded in getting its 27-point creed passed by the Council as the State-
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The outcome was th ¢ widening ofw he gulf between

Trinitarien end QOmwness factions. (43)  The Vovement has since remained divided

with each faction being composed of several seets or qe}r minations, The Saint
Louis Council made acceptance of certain fundsmental doctrines the comlition of

membership as well as helief in the experiences of conversion and the "heptlsm.!

The Council, likewise, mmrked one more step in the development from the seet 4o
_

the denomiretion.

CAlzo, by rejecting the doctrine of the Unity of the Gdhead in Christ, a
doctrine asporoaching Uniterianism, the Assembliss of God remeined in line with
historic orthodoxye The Unity of the Godhead in Christ,as taug!
lies, *a*s hereticel to historic. theology and wes abhorred by Penb ecostal Bible
teachers and scholors. The Pentecostal reaction remainse "The

no theology et all and preach thev know vhat doetrines. The whole thing is

absolute heresy." {44) The New Issue seems hot +o have taken into account the

(42) Bwart, ope cite, DDs 32=35.
Frodshamy OPe clie, PPe 229279

(43) The Trinitarians in Canads are usually called "Pentecostals" md th

e
pecple are called "Apostolics™ but t here is no reason to make the dist 3' ction
apply to the U,S.4. or ow-;ez" lavdse

(44) Inberview, Dre Js B Purdie, Western Bible Colleze, Winnipeg, October 10 , 1929
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'essézzce of personse It is esgential to this study that some unders*ta.nding of

“the doctrinal differences between the two factions of the Movement be reached in

an early:cha.p-ter. Most Apostolies believe in some vague Modal Trinity or a God

in three temporary manifestations. The principal Apostolic denoginations make

the "Neme of Jesus" a cardinal doctrine and arrive at the conclusion theat vthe Father
and the Son are identicale This identification of the Sonm with the Fathsr and
with the Holy Ghost is rejected by the Assemblies of God and the Pemtecostal Assem-
blies of Canalas (45) The Apostolic ministeérs explain the three mmes associnted
with the Deity in the way three names are associated with any other one substance.
Some Apostolics believe that newborn infants are inthe same condition as Adam before
the Fall and that these infants,even if unbaptized, ha.ve oternal life,. The
Assemblies of God and the Pentecostal Assemblies of Cermda have the historie Pro-
testant theology bf the Anglicans, Methodists and Presbyterians in matters cone erning
the Galhead, the Church, the Sacraments and the Ministry. The di#ergence from the
mainstresm of Protestant 'bhough_t chiefly occurs on the subject of the experisuce
during serviees of ecstatic trances, visions, propheeyings, "'speakj.ng in tongues"
and interpreting. - The heresy of Montanism seems to cover gll seets, asm ciatiofis,

factions and schools of thoughf. of the Pentecostal Movement. (46) On the teaching

(45) Patriassianism is the heresy of identification of the Sonw iththe Father,
Modal Monarchianism is the heresy of attributing to the Galhead thres +em-
porary manifestations as Father, Son and Holy Ghoste
Pelagianism is the belief that children when born are inthe same state of
as Adam before the Fall in Edens
These heresies were defined in +the sarly centuries of our era and the Pent ecos~
tal Movement %o-day can be identified with several of these earlier heresies.

(46) _Montanism was so called after its exponent WMontanus of Mysize Tertullian
wes a convert to this heretical doetrine of charisms and glossolaline
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of the Galhead the Pentecoé’cal faction has remained in line with historic Pro=-
testantism but onthe other doctrines it has deviated somewhate The Statement
of Fundemental Truths éemonstrates this spirit of accomodation by femaining in
Iine with historic Protestantism as much as possible as replacing the previous
gpirit of separq,tion.

In fact, the Statement of Fundamental Truths as accepted at the Fourth Council
in 1916 embodied in its tenets the doctrine of the "finished work of Calvary,"
the Trinity of the Goihead, the full consummation of the Baptism of the Holy Ghos‘ﬁ
and the "baptism" experience and entire sanc'tifica'tion 85 the goal for all belie~
verse The Bible was taken as inspired -scripjbure and the infallible rule of faith
‘and conduct; +the ordained ministry was recognized as essential to world evangeli=-

zation; +the rites of the Lord's Supper and adult immersion Baptism in water were
recognized as necessary; . tithing was prescribed for ministerial supporte (47);
divine healing was taught as being provided for in the atonement; the imminent second
advent and millenial reign of Christ was expected; +the resurreetion =md r apture .
of the saints was believed iny +the existence of eternal punishment and of eternsl
reward was restatede Most of the statementswere Fundsmentalist doctrine anl were
prompted by a desire to create inter-group izni_‘byo (48) The statement was not
intended as a creed but the ministers who wished to hold credentials from the
Gereral Council had to subscribe to the Statement of Fumlemental Truthse This
meant practically the saine thinge The Geheral GCouncil tended more znd more 1o
become legalistic in the enforcement of the Statement of Fundamental Truths upon

its membershipe The human phraseology was not beli eved to be in any sense

(47) Mabel Peterson, "The Tithe is the Lord's" (The End Times, Regina, Saske,
June, 1949)

(48) Fundamentalism usually teaches the virgin birth, Deity of Christ, physical
resurrection, personality of Satan, Trinity of God, fall of man and uniersal
depravity, salvation by faith thr ough the sulstitutionary death of Christ,
ke aling through prayer but not under the Atonement, second premillenial
coming of Christ, and the verbal inspiration of +the scriptures.
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inspired or was it contended for, but it was belisved that V'i:he'l; ruths of salvation,
.bap‘cism ard sactification set forth in the phraseology were essential to & full
gospel ministrye.

Apert from the “"baptism" experience, divine healing was an outstanding factor

in all Pentecostal gospel ministry. The Statement of Fundemental Truths reads

"Deliverance fromsickness is provided for in the atonement, and is the privilege of
all believerses.. by His stripes we are healed." (49) The de trine is not one of

power of Mind over Matter but one of the act of the Divine Being in answer to faith .

alone. Natural healings are viewed as products of the law oﬁ recovery and medicines;
treatments and medicals are in nowise considered sinfultherefore. Faith healing

is merely considered the "better way" to a permanent and complete healing.  The
Fundamentalist stand is somewhat different on this pﬂoin't,although most Fund amén-l;ali sts
believe in healing of the body through p&t‘ayer.. The Penbecostal da triﬂe seems Jc,.o be
that Clrist died for sin end its effects, that heeling is part of the believers®
benefits from the Atonanents Comversely, the usual Furdementalist position is ‘et
the suffering and deafh of Christ was substitutionary, penal and vicariousy t hat

God heals according to His own sovereign will but not because He is bound to do so
because of What Christ acéomplished by I{Iﬂj.ﬁs_dea.th on Calvary. Divine healing is

impartant in Pentecostal theology because it is a centraldoetrine and practice not

a possible act of Divine mercy, as in other evangelical theologies.

vided z challenge to critical investication. Weiss and Englich in ageuthoritative

account of resenrch at Temple University Medical School in Philadelphia, the Presby-

terian Hospital in Hew York, the Chicooo Institute of Psychoanglvels snd the layo

(49} Tsetrinal stotements of the Ivangelical Churches of Pentocost, Pert ccostal
Holiness Chuwrch ond United Fentecogtel Church cre gimilar o Fundsmental Truths
of the Ascemblies of God ond the Pentecostal Assemblies of Camdze
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Clinic at Rochester concluded that the concensus of medical opinion is that so
i

called "divine healing" is healing of hysterical diseases.(50) In ‘hesling
meetings persuasion is added to the suggestion of impending healing. Hysterieal
diseases are cured inthis fashion. The healing meetings apply what the medical
specialists call the psycho-~therapsutic methods Tt remaing true that *ﬂ:*ﬁr cures
take plece through relicious assurance and the medical prof eseion is in no way
~hostile to this type of suzzestive '!',}_er‘a_py. There are countless trac
ing 4o various types of healings and 211 seenm *o demonsgtrate that +he patient I_as
Tound great hapninesse (51) Contrary +o ?opular beli@f,fbhe Pentecostal
IaiOtJ_'emen"b has sent few people to mentsl imsw'zituisions:' or psyvchonathic ihsti

in fact, probebly less than +the "line™ denominations in proportion 4o nuwnber of

: 5 E . i
adherentss (52) The Wovement seems rather to have provided a certain olement of

o

stability +to its adherents,although the historyv and the doetrinesof the Novement
suggest instability, It has made the L jority of its adherents happy, and happi-

‘dvssrseems to be, after all, the state of going s mevhere, directionally, and

. . (50) Edwerd Weiss and O, Spurgeon English, Psvehosomstic Medicine (Philedelphia,
‘ We Ba Seunders Company, 1943), ppe 526-580. ‘

Flanl ers Dunbar, Emotions and Bodily Changes; A S vey of Literagture on
Psychosomatic Interrelationships (Third Edition, Columbis Universi ty Press,
- New York, 1947). : o :

Kurt Goldstein, Human Nature in the Light of Psychopathology (Harvamd Univer-
sity Press, Cambridge, 1940). : '

Leland E. Hinsie, The Person in the Body (W. We Norton and Company, New York;1948)

(51) Healing is not effectively used as a "proof" of the divine miure of the More-

ment since Protestant and Catholic heslings are widely advertised to~day,
not to mention Mormens ichammedan or Oriental healingse

(52) Interview, Dra Ee Johnson, Medical Superintendent, Hospital for Mental Di seases,

Selkirk, Manitoba, November 26, 1949, ,

Interview, Mr. J. Lang, Sir Hugh John MacDonsld Memarial Hostel for Boys,
Mayfeir Avenue, Winnipeg, llanitoba, January 9, 1950.

Interview, Miss Ae Monck, Manitoba Medical College Libraries, Winnip eg,
December 16, 1949,
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without any trace of regret or réservation. By leading its adherents directlonally
it has reduced or resolved the incessant state of conflicte The traditional in-
tolerance of religion for critical thinking and of critical thinking fo religion
may be a manifestation of the intense humen dislike of conflict.

Human beings may dislike conflict but the early history of the Pentecostal

Movement in its efforts tg[achieve denominational status was a story of conf lict.
‘_The sectarian spirit first began giving way to the denominational sm'i'i’c in Los
Angeles, and then throughout the larger cenires. Na:tiongl organizations appeared
but 2 B sic instability remained. By the time the Movement had reached every |
major city on the continent, development began in its theology. The da trine

of the "finished work of Calvary" was féund acceptable in 1911 by all Pentecostal
fa,c'bioné and groups. The doctrine of the Unity of the Godhead expounded in 1913
did not meet thésame sventual unanimous accepltance. As a result, the Pentecostal
faction turned its attention to internal unity. 1In 1914 g polity designed to in-
corporate all sects of the Pemtecostal faction was approved at Hot Springse  Two
years later, at Saint Louis, vhe Pentecostal faction once more took up te doctrinal
issuese A statement of dectrinal tenets was formulated and the Pentecostals
anerged as g denominational forece on the American religious scene. Over a peeiod
of sixteen years Pentecostalism had become a selective group wifh its requirements

founded ond octrinal beliefs. The period immediately following upon expansion from

Topeka \ihto the Southwestern stutes and California had been one of denominational

organizations ' .



CHAPTER THREE.

National Orgenization in Canada.
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National Organizetion in Cam da

National organization in Camda_ has been rapid and mthodicale It is a deeply
root ed Wlief smong allt he leaders ofthe Penmtecostal Movement thaet the "l tter rain
outpourings" inthe earlydays of this ¢ emtury took pk ce at various points simultane-~
ouslys. Nevertheless, it apre ars that the Canadian pattern of development folloved
that of the United Statese Indeeéd, the Movement spread fromeity to eity acca ding
t0 a definite poliey of evamgelism. The fir st Canadian distriet toreceive the
Perb ecos tal message was Tar onto, present site of the mtional headquarters of the
Pent ecostal Assemblies of Caredas The Hebden Mission on Queen Street was the pla ceo
where Mrse Henden alleged she received the "pwer of Gd " in 1906e This was not
the fir st time in Canadien religious history that people were known to f£all "under
the paver of God." It appears that hundreds received a s:.m:.lar experience in Prince
Edward Island uml er the ministry of Reve Donmeld McDonald in 1826 and thereabouts. (53)
When the Pentecostal "enduement" was experienced in Toronmbo the Azusa Street revival

party was plamning a visit -Eo Canedae News of the‘Chj_.cago revival had already been
widely publicized in Taronto and several new assemblies seeking tke ‘"baptism" were
openede  Pastor Ge Ae Chembers, a former Mennonite minister, was one ofthe early
. leaders of the Movement in Eastern Canada and was esp cially active inthe initial
Hebden Missione Somewhat lagter Pastor Re E._‘ MeAlister received the new experience
at the Azusa Street meetings in Los Aw eles and opened the first mis sion ror the
Hovement in Ottawae From Ottawa he campained over the emtire Ottawa Valley and re=-
'VlVal flres were kindled in the regions in the period oftwo yearse MNreanl Mrg.
Ce Ee Bakery who were interested in evangelistic work among the French Camndians,
rec}eived’she experience of "Pentecost" in Reve Re Zo McAlister's meetings. ‘They

opened a mission in Momtreal where many hundreds received "Perb scoste"”  A:s emrate

(53) Clarky ops cites Dpe 287=290.
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French assembly was founded and in Iater years this French language ministry was
granted £ urther recognition by the establishment of a Bible School. (54) Within

a period of one year the Movement took firm root in the three most impo tant cities
'qf Eestern Careda and established a native bilingual ministry.

The first step in the orgenization of a national office for the lMovement in
Careda was the calling of a conventlon in Kitchener, Ontario, of ar evangelistic
group led by Solomon Eby, the Mennonite Brethern in Christ. The Mennonite Brethren
wéré divided on the mew doctrine of "Penmtecost" and Solomon Eby and his f ollowers
were excommunicated and entered the Pentecostal Hovements.. A missionwaé built up
at Kitchener and a permanent affiligtion effected with the Assemblies of Ga in 1914.
Anmual conferences continued within the Movement after this ircident and comtributed
iargely tothe establishment of a mtional orgenization. Thereafter many comrerts
were made, from theranks of tle Baptists and Mennoni'(;es through an appeal to Bible
and apostolie primitivenesse The strength of .appeal tocustom and tradition, howg
ever, remained and the Movement fournd itself constantly trying to secure the assen
of the comservative elemencs of societye The corstitution of an annual Coxf erence
represented t he first step in a soclal synergy, an u.nconscious working together

towards a higher social state by assimilstion of ideels through conflicte

ja

As a second steps evangelism on o wtional scale was begun toachleve this
BE {23 - &

3

higher soeial stete. The Bast had been opened to the Pentecostal ministry, and

Ao Rl
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ogte Winnipes in 1907 became the seat of Pentecosta-

efforts followed soon in the

N

lism int ks Weste The s oil had been prepared for the ssed by the Bethel Hollrmss

(54) Frodsheim, ope ciles, DPDe 41-58. .
lirse Hebden received her experience on November 17, 1906 This date can be
taken as the commncement of the Pentecostal Movement in Canads az she re-
ceived her M"enduement" Largely through studving detailed accounts of the

experisnces of others in the United Stotese
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and the Lior ement. Congsequently, one Revs L. M. Arane weoo zhle So
rezp 2 rich harvest of comverts upon his return from Chicago in 1907. To had ation-

ded the Worth Avenuve Mission in Chicago, there had received the Pewbecosial "erduew

nent" amd returned homet o preach to o few people who vers anxious tog et a report

L]

on the phenomenon of the "tongues missionse" Mis report was satisfactory, his home
was soon too smell to house the growing congremation. Thouch hiszfirst efforss re=

sulted in only three receiving thé "bapiism™ with the accompanying sesl of "spesking
in tongues", and to begin with, mestings were held in private homes andrens e& hel

it was soonfound necesgsary to find more sultable accomodation Ffor the crowls that

began to attend the meetings. It was the atiraction of sizeable congregeiions o

rps
T

the Argue meetings that made Winnipeg the centre of Pentecostalism in the Wests
Accordingly, a meeting house was opensed at 501 Alexander Avenue to sccomodate
the crowlss A Jarge revival broke out at these premises, called the Ape tolic T th
Mission. (55) Several outstanding conversions were made and several humired re-
eived the experience of Pentecostal "baptism"s (56) The Alxander Avemued istrict
was a particuiarly wellechogen distriet for révi#alism. For this reason a perpetual

revival was meimtained over a period of seversl years. Still greater crowds were

(55) time there was no denominational organization inthe United States or
However, in Texas vhere ‘zl e I..Eovemen‘o was egpresding like a prairis fire
peka, e "Pentocostal belicrers™ had taken onthemselegs the mme of
ic ““au'.%h I.’iiSsion. *  The rmunse of the Ale xender Avenus Migsion wid oubedly
raced to this development. . .
(56) e onver-tq were goclalite Irs. Jomes Chafe, Deve 4o Jo Tord of the
:.w;ao_w+e persuasion, Archdeacon Ae Phair of the inglican Dm}cese of Ruperti's
- Land, =nd Miss Ells l. Goffy at present pastor of a Perb ecostal tabernscle

inthe Cily o Yancouvers ,
(57) Outstanding in the Iist of works vhich arcse as a result o atis:
meetings on Alexender Ave1 1e wes the missiontothe Trdisneg of tle

regervation. The chief, Chief Wosesn ! “cKey received the
+he doetrins 4o hig people. Severasl cowverglons w

Tord Is £t his Wennonite pulpit toteke the Peut ecosv'l meess
His alleged speaking to them in their mtive longuage
0 leve caused the sucuessfg.} ministry.




Besgides, o permanent urban wiines
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Jigsion was opened on Logen Avenue i
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During the First World Tar nmisgsionz ware on st 314 Notre Deme Avemicy 215
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corner of Fortege snd Langside. ogbt of the adherents of
3 . -
congregated into onemdjoraossemblyr, Tho micr cazenbly oge
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tablished itegelf during the Pirgt Warld Tor % +the corner of Tlliam arnd Juno.
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Though the purpose of thege ezrly wisgionsg often seamed vaguse, ther 211 pw zeszed
- -+ - -
one unifying characteristice. They all taught a Fundemendalist ivb sroretetion

of the Bible and tlev werzs all aotlionally comy

secostal missions embled them to survive the

A & L A LA K
exelusionist doctrinss of 41

compotitive efforts of other evangelistic grounse €58) In ane ffort *to reach as -

fe)

lorge a section of the populstion as possible, the Location of the mizsgions was

often changed. Finglly, unl er the ministry of Reve Harvey Ilcillister, the Wesley

o

Assembly at the ¢corner of Willism snd Juno and the Berean Assembly &n the West

[
i

.,

Ind emerged as the dominant assemblies. Winnipeg's rol

@

as the seat of Pentecosg~
talism inte West was assured.

Thereupon, Winnipeg te came the seat of the Apostolic da trine. The New Tssue

or Jegus Only Gogpel entered Cam da in 1913, eight years after the Pert ecostal
gospels Fir st, Reve Re o McAlister had spoken bn'the sxclugive ri;t'e of wé:ter
baptism in Jesus' name: a{ the Eighth Annual CAonsr sntion of the Pentecostal lovenent
at Winnipvege No one raised any objections to the déclaraﬁion of the "Jesus Only"
doctrine ot that +time. The doctrine of the "finishéd work of Colvery™ had just
won acceptance and it ‘seemed thé:ﬁ the Canadia:a section of the Movement was Wa.ﬁing

for a similer pronouncement by the American Assemblies of God on the doctrines

(58) After the Fir st World War the effects of unemployment were to be seen even
in the chur chess However, the existence for a period of’ten yors or ma e
of numerous Lgbour Churches did not visibly impair the evangelism of Pentecos-
talism. Similarly, the urban campaigns ofthe Church of the Nazarene browght
little response in Canada. This church is not only a popular working clo ss
church in the U. 5, A+, but has attained complete social accepltance.
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of the New Issuee (59) Presemtly, Reve Le Co Hall ard Reve Ge Ae Chembers

et ered the New Issue and opened the Apostolic mission in Toronto in a Iarge
vacant building.s From Toronto the message was taken to Parry Sound, to Ottawa
ard then to Berline In December, 1915, an Apostolic comvention was held in Ste
Paul, Mimnesotey anl several Canalian leaders qf the Movement attended. Among
the delegates were Rev; Re Fe MeiAlister, Reve Harvey McAlister 2 nd Reve Frank Small.
The Ste ‘Pa.ul_‘Conven‘oion' extended the Pentecostal emphasis on Spirit Baptism to a

doctrine of duel baptisms: water beptism "in Jesus' Heme" and s pirit baptism "in the

=

d‘

Holy Ghoste"  Pastor Frank Smellwas the first to define the Apostolic dec trine in

those terms in Western Canads. He established his hezdquerters at Wianipeg and

[

£
Winnipeg became the seat of the 4postolic doctrine in the

Heste
Also the pattern of development that foilowed in Winnipeg was reproduced
thr oughout the Weste In 1913 Pastor Frank Sm 11 hed begun tent meetings just
outside Winnipeg, in Elmwood near the banks of +the Red River, with but 1it tle
thought of polity. When he returned from the Ste Paﬁl Cow ention in 1915, he began
to baptize people in the Omness formula and 'thGI‘S‘VJG:?S num er ous ingidents of peopie
receiving thelr "spirit baptism® at the same time as their water baptism in the
Oneness formula. Pastor Small tookthis as a cof irmation of his ministry and
opened meetings in a renovated Jewish synagogue and later inthe Winnipeg Theatre
on Portage Zaste The next move was the purchase of 01ld Zion Church in 1926 at
afc a bargain price and the inc orporation of the"Jesus Only" assemblies in Western
Carm da as the Apostolic Churches of Pemtecost. Hence the term "gpostolic!" in the
West has come to mean almost iunveriably 'l';hése. who a dhere to the doctrires of
water baptism "in the Neme of the Lord Jesus Clrist" and the Unity of God or
"Fullness of God in One Person, Christe" The m jority of Apostolic missions
consolidated with the Apostolic Church of Pemtecoste Pastor Frank Smmll became

he Moderator and Mre We Se Strome became the Secretary of theconsolidated

{59) Under the minis try of a lMegro evangelist, Reve G. T. Haywoal , the doctrine = ~

of "Jesus Only'" developed into that of the "Fulness of Gd in Oriste®
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churchese Mrs Us Se Strome resigned at the occasion of t he purchase of Zion
Churchy as the Moderator imisted that k‘the property be held in the trust of the
pastor. (60) Thereupon in Jamm ry, 1927, ihose who objected to pastor=-owner-
ship of church property inv "('he Winnipeg Apostolic Assembly withdrew and organized

the independent Apestolic assein‘bl;r that became known as the Apaetolic Temple.

The Apostolic Temple remaired an active cenire of ird spend ent Apos-tolié work,
laying less strese on the doctrine of the Unity of the godhead and more emphasis
oni he virtue of congregational polity. (61) In like mnner the atire Apw to-

lic work in Canada was divided on the issue of polity.

At the same time, the Pentecostal faction was dissatisfied with its politye.
Thebmlk of the early Movement work in Canada was sponsored ami finesnced by the
Missions Depariment of the General Council, Assemblies of Gode There was one
Distriet for the entire Cam dian West which had a Conference meeting at Winnipeg,
but the area was ﬁ_u“bher subdivided on a prévincial basis with a Superint endent

fa each province. (62) The eomstitution of the General Council,Assemblies of

(60) In‘berview, Reve Ee L. MCRQ.G’ Moose J&W’ Sa._sk., J‘U.ly 9, 1949.
Interview, Mre Ue Se Strome, Winnipeg, Manes October 8, 1949.
Ewart, ops cite, ppe 923-102.

Apostolic Temple, Regina, Apostolic Templs, Moos o Jaw =i Bethel Temple, Regima, -
are owned by their respective pastors and not by the congrega'b:.on or 2 board of
trustees or deacons.

(61) Interview, lre Ue Se S'!;rome, Winnipeg, Man., October 8,. 1949."

. From the Apetolic Temple missions have been carried on at Beausejour, Lydiate,
Ste James anl Sto wall.e The Storewall mission was first carried on in c¢o-
operation with the P.A.0.C. but was later operated by the Pentecostal Unit ed
Churche This latter group was led by Pastor Oscar Vouge of the Bethel
Tebernacle snd represented an Apostolic denomination resuliting from the recent
union of three Ameriecan Apostol:.e sects. The Apostolic Temple in Winnipeg,
although inl ependent, receives many of its ministers from-e Pentecostal Church
of Jesus Christ outgrowth, theApostolic Chw ch of Christ, Pontiac, Michigane
In o sense then the Apostolic Temple fallg under the ,]ur'isdiction of Bishop
Le Ae Parent of Pontiaze.

(62) The present organization is ome with Distr:.cts divided into "fiel s" with a
Pregbyter or Field Dir ector in charge of each "field." The Distriet Super=--
intendent is incharge of the Districet and withthe Presbyters forms the
Distriet Executive.
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Ged asiop-bed at Hob Spring' in 1914 had besn accepted aml the Eastern Canadian Con-
ference which generally met at Lond_én was recognized as the senior Corf erence. The
basis of the need for a Com titution was the desire of beli erérs to g ather together .
ina ssm‘ﬁlies forv.wors'hip and fellowshipe The pastor was put at the head of all ae-

tivities of these loecal assemblie’s.’ Deacons were appointed to aid him inthe ade

ministration of all the affairs, spiritﬁal and temporal, o the assembly. District
Councils were created to conduct the affairs of the General Council in a specific
geographic areae These also served té unite theactivities of all pastors in that
locale and to provide a means cf--nxpreséing opinions on subjects of interest to the

Movement as a wholes These District Councils were integral parts of the Gemral .

Council which comrened at Springfisld, Mis souri. The Distriet Coxf eremces c‘omist'éd
of all the ministersamd iheir wives anl the regglarly appointed delsgates from the
local assemblies. in e sense the polity was ono of federation of indepemdent assem-
blies subseribing +0 a general form of church govermment and e generalized statement
of doetring. Whatever the virtues of such polity, dissatisfaction continued in Western
Camdian Peniecostal circles. . _

1t was felt that a Camdien organization separate from the American Assemblies
of God would be advantageous. Accordingly, in 1925, the Western Cansda Distriet
Council of the Assembliss of God nmeeting at Winnipeg under the guid ance of the Chair-

men of the Gemeral Council, Reve De (Daddy) Welch, umaniously decided to have a nation-

al organization separate fram the American Councile. (63) In ihe Western section

(63) _Free Press Evening Bull etin, Winnipeg, Men., Augast 8, 1925
.- Free Press Evening Bulletin, Winnipeg, Man., August 22, 1925
Letter from Reve Ce Ae Storey, Revelstoke, B. Ce; September 1, 1949,
It was decided to open a Bible School also. The Winnipeg congregation of
1,000 pledged $7,000.00 for missioms snd 88 volunteers came farwerd for volunteer
service at this Conference.
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the prorinces were immediately termed D;'.:stric'bs and four Superint endents were elec-

ted to act as the Executivess A Genem"al Superintendent seems t o have been elscted

but the entire orgenization stillr emained affiliated with the Springfield head=
quarterse 1In 1928 the separztion was comploted end the Western Distriets became

Districts of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Cansda. (64) In the West the provimial

boundaries e ceme the approximate Distriet bound;ariés; m’énitqba received juw isdic~
tion over Na thwestern Ornmrio west of the Lakehead and Alberta received jurisdiction
over the portion of the Peace River valley }ying within the bounlaries of British

Columbiae The Head Office was loeated at London, Ontario, but the Sprigfield pub=~

lications and innovations were welcomed. This ‘separation was completed without
sacrificing international fellowship.

Inl ependence from thé Assemblies of God me ant the assumption ~6f responsibility
for evengelismand finances, Besides, it cast = great deal of resporsibility on
leaders who had not had a great deal of experience in evangelism or éeclesiastical
administrations Otherwise, the move presented vast opportuni‘bies t0 zealous pas-
tors, evangelists, healers and adg;inistratprs. Imme diately the emphasis fell upon
Jexpension. The Pentecostal Movement was propogated through the West by several
techniquese Though they ere b'e_st to be studied locally, yet three outstanding

techniques are to0 be noted in this contexte They all evidence a growing sense of

responsibility.
The primary approach was through a series of evangelisti¢c and laling campeigns
in all the larger centers of the Wemte The first assemblies appeared on the Pacifike

Coety meintained by the Apostolic Faith Mission of Texas, and at Winnipeg and the

Interle ke Indian reservations. The urban cerres seemt o Imve received sp cial

(64) There are now seven Districts and three Auxilliary Districts.
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attention,, becaws ¢ the initial policy of the Movement wast or each as many people
as possible with the new d @ trine whether assemblies wereformed or not. Many
people believed and accepted Pentecost and in the great westward movement of popu~
lation did not become settled in an assembly until meny years latere The original
work of comversion aml "baptism", however, seemed to anchor a\person.'s faith in the
Mor ement éecurely until such time as permanent contact could be established. The
campaigns of the great evangelisiis such as Reve Ae He Argue, Reve Ae Ge VWard,
Reve De Welchy Reve Jo De Saunders, Reve Jo MeAllistor, Reve Re Ee McAllister,
Reve He McAllister, Reve Ge Se Paul, Reve Re Richardson and Dre Clrles S. Price
were directed to cerres where a smll spark had glready been kindled and wpi‘e in-
tended to reap a "harvest’ of comversions and baptisme."  These campeigns were
followed up byA organizers .who united the believers into assénblies and sought to
. build tabernaclss i organize auxiliarie é, Bible classesarl Sumlay Schools. The
Alberta campeigns followed a mission begun at Coslhurst aml the ¢ erre of operations
became Lethbridges In British Columbia the early Vancouver éhd Fraser Valley
missions were enlarged by successive éampaigns and permanent ly established during the
Dre G}nrles Sa Price healing c ampaignse In other words, thefirst technique em~
Ployed in the progreme of expansion was the series of evangelistic meetings followed
by healing campaigns and revivalistie rallies.

| Saewiet later -there appeared in Saskatchewan a second technique, the ¢ amp
meetings The first recorded revival on the high plains was that begun by Misses
Arl rews and Peden at Trossachse Although the camp meeting appeared first in
- Sesks tchewan, the intensification of evangelistic effort through this second tech=

nique was probably more outstanding in BKani-l:oba. (65) The earliest Manit o'ba

(65) The Hanitoba District Couf srence H¥imutes, henceforth cited as M.D.C. Mins.,
am the Han HManitoba Executive Minutés, henceforth cited as M.E. Minse, give
a year by year account of the camp meetings. Less detailed accountis are
found in the Sasks tchewan Dis trict Conference Minutes aml the British Columbia
Coif erence Minutes. The General Executive Minutes deal almost exclusively
with Bible Schools, missions and ( doc'br:.nes.
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Distriect camp mestings were independent of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada.
(PuAs0.Ce)e  Im July, 1921, near Ashville, an old~-fashioned eamp meeting com-
parable to the Ontarioc. camp meetings of the nineteenth century was opersde (66)
Through the local press and by handbills the camp was well publicized and its pur-

pose outlinede ‘"Many mighty miracles are being wrought to-day in all perts of

.the world through the power of Jesu_s as of old," wos the slogane Thiscamp soon

became more Ape tolic in doctrine and Reve Frank Smell wes often on hand to dir ect

the healing services and the baptismalse By 1923 a permenent taberwm cle was erec-

~ted and the camp meeting became an occa.sioh vhen great numbers were comr erted,

healed, baptized or consecrated to missionary worke (67) 1In 1928 another cemp was -

opened at Caver's Park, nesr Rock Lakee This new camp was endorsed by the Ma itow
ba Conference of the P.A.Dsls (68) The Gewral Executive became intcerested :Ln
setting up regular ammal cemp meetings throughout the §est and Reve De N.Buntein
was gppointed to preside over a Camp Heeting Cmmnitteje. Cazmps wei'e appearing i

without official repognition in various centres and were drawing great cro;wdé. (69)

(66) Held July 17-3L at the farm of Ire Harry Hutchison, one and one~hsalf miles
north and two and one-half miles west of Asheville, Ivangelist A. W. Brooks
of Winnipeg was inclarge of the first meetingse . ‘

-Dauphin Herald snd Press, Dauphin, Manit oba, July 21, 1. 921y Dpe 3y4e

1

(67) Dauphin Herald and Press, Dauphin, Man., July 19, 1923.
(68) _M.D.C. Mins., Volume I, October 19, 1928.

(69) Cemp meetings were held at the following locationss Onbario: ~Emos Manitoba -
Kilkrney, Dauphin, Ashville, Sidney; Saskatchewan - Trossachs, Kedlston,
Severeen Mile Bridge, Outram; Alberta - Red Deer, Cremona, Alix, Lecombe,
Sylven Lakes British Columbia - Chilliwack, Mission City.
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These camps were not always favoured by the P.A.0.C., as they did not allteach

the dw trines of the Statement of Fundamental Truths, vwhich had beena ccepted by

the Camdian Pentecostal orga_niza'ﬁion in 1928; For this reason it was decided

%o organize camps that were directly affiliated ami not imlepemdent as the carlier

camps had been. : -. _ . e
Inlesdy the PelAs0.Ce met with comsidersble suc.céss in its camp meeting pro-

gramme. The independent camp at Emo in the Rainy River Valley of Orario was af-

'filia‘hed and it seems that unler P.A.0.C. administration it made good spiritual

and i"ina.nciel progresse The anmualr epoarts indicate the camp meetings were

successful inc onsolida:ting gains already made and in making further inr oads into

the membership of the line churchese On -ﬁhe other hand, the weather was a problem
at time s to the "tent city" and upon several occasioms the problem was eren more
serious;‘ "Rowdy crowds™, vundefined in thereports and mimutes but probably crowis
of local youth acting at adult suggestion, genéraily upset the ¢ amp meetings. (70)
Nevertheless, enthusiasm contimmed and in 1932 an official PeAe0.Co camp was épeiied
near Gilbart Plains, Manitoba. Again advertising tried 'w.emphaaiza_the gimilarity
to camp meetings of the Methodist and Presbyterian churches held in Omtario and the
Maritimes in the nineteenth century. "An old time camp meeting for *bhe old timers

of Gilbert Pla.ms...!vl:.m sters and people of alld enominations cord:.ally imted...

The people of Ontario used to look ahead far thecemp meetings Th:.s Cemp Meoting

has been nearly {arty years comingeee {§71) In 1933 a camp ms eting was opened at

(70) MD.Co Minse, 1937 Camp Mesting Reporise
There is no suggestion of sexual irregularities at 'these communal gatherug Se
The proportion of young people is great, however, and imvestigation of life
and behaviour at tle se gatherings would present an mteresting and v alusble
sociological reporte

(71) Gilbert_?lains’_ Maple Leaf, Gilbept Plains, Manitoba, July 28, 1932.
Peid advertisemmnt by lre anl Mrse J. He Crowes '
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Chilliwack, Be Ce, under P.A..O.G. for the adherents of the Movement west ol the
Reckiese Soon more camps were under considergtion_so that ten years later five
of these camps werse permane_n'tly Iocated in the Weste (72) They were operated on
a "free for gll ke sis" and met their expenses thr qugh free-will offerings, "love
offerings" and direct service collectionse Permanent tabernascles were buiit at
each site to accomodate about one thousand eamperse Cabins, hotels, darmiteies
2xd stores were also built around many of these sites turning them into miniature
"Zions" (73) The camp meeting proved itself a valuable technique in the programme
of éxpansion, as the number oi" caﬁps indicatess

Eveniually there followed & third stabilizing and institﬁtionalizing develop-
menty the building and maintemence of provincial or Distriet Bible Colbgese The
first Bible College to be opeﬁed in Western Canada was the Prairie Bible Imstitute
et Three Hilk , A;berta. It was opened as a non-de_nomina.tional evé.ngeliéal end
Furdamert alist school in 1922 That seme yeer the first Bible School d& the
Assanblies of Gody which at that time still direc‘_l_:ed the Triniterien missions of
the Movement in Western Ga.nadé, was "op‘ened at Sprirgfield, Missouri. From the
Centrel Bible Istitute and Seminary nine other American schools were opemed o

trein Pentécostal ministers and missionariese (74) Although the Pemtecas tal

(72) The permenen; camp sites of the P.A.0.C, are: Shadelard Gospel Cemp, Emo,
Ontario; Manhattan Full Gospel Camp, Manhattan Beach, Mam.-boba, Living
Weters Camp, Watrous Leke, Saskatchewsn; Alberta Full Ge pel Camp, Sylvan
Lake; Alberta; Pentecostal Fraser Valley Camp, Chilliwacky Be Ce

(73) Ihe Western Canadian, Manitou, Manitoba, August 2, 1945. ppe 1,2.

('74) BEastern Bible Institute, Green Lake, Pae.t Gk d TH ings Bible Is titute,
San Francisco, Calife.; Great Lezkes Bible Im titute, Zion, Ill.; Meitropoli=-
+an Bible Iretitute, Suffern, New York; Northwest Bible Imstitute, Seattle,
Washingtons Peniel Bible Institute, Stanton, Ky.; Southeastern Bible Im titw te
Waxhachie, Texase A High School and a Junior College are also operatedat
the site of Southwestern Bible Institute, Waxhachie, Texase
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Hovemort hassought to impress itgadherents withthe "2pe tolical™ature of its
doctrines snd a ganizations, it haé gredually adop‘f:ed as mpedien’-b certain

“war 1dLy" or ecclesistical™ m actices whieh it at first condemned or ignored.
Outstanding was the acceptance of a trained, edgcatéd ministry fort he adminis~
tration of the sacraments. Although the "imward call from God into e ministry"
was still the principsl qualification for e dination, anducational s tandard was
soon sete The earliest ministers of the Movement had often been ordained "ﬁoli-
ness" ministers, or even ministers of the 1lim churchese The erangelists tended
to bedrawn from the humbler classes and ususlly hed but a nom::.nal standard of
education and no formal Bible s_choci or 'saminary educations Again, the erangel=
ists represented the sectarian spirit. The ordained semimry graduates represen=
ted the denominational spirit, the spirit of stability and institubionalizations

In time the Movement began to stress the velue of well-educated ministers

as compered to those who had just "gone out onféith. "  One of the direct results
of the 1925 Council in Winmipeg was the opening qf a training schoei for the
ministrys The emphasis was a shift from "faith" to "he right type of educa-
'bien""and not to mere"'seminary training.” Reve Je Eué‘l;ace Purdie arganized

the school in Wimnipeg as the Central Canadian Bible Iretitutes It was housed

at the 0ld Wesley Church and operated in ai‘filia-l:ionA with_ the Wesley assembly.

In 1926 the old Ste George's Church was purchased to provide fu;f'bher accomodation

and the nam .6f theschoolwas changed to Camedian Pentecostal Bible Collegee

It was supported by a special anmual collection taken ineachassembly. The
Bible school finar es became precarious and it was found necessary to drop one

missionary offering to ensble the assemblies to offer better support to the

Bible schoole (75) As registration inereased and the suppat of v Movement

(75) M.D.C. Mins., October 17, 1928,
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thr cughout Western Cam da was enlisted, it was propeed to build a mw colleges
Although the wadertaking was not ¢ alculated to draw public appr oval, it did obtain

the favoursble comment from the presse The Free Press reported: "the imtitution

which is the only one in Gamda. 'maintainad by the Pentecostal orgéﬁiza‘bion was
opened four years ago (i.ee 1925) in connection with the O Wesley Churche It
commers ed with 25 students, but the enrolment has grown steadily, I ving jumped
from 90 to 140 ths year. The indications are, it is stated, that there will be a
cox ilerable increase inthe futures Reve Je Eustache Purdie, a fomer Aglican
¢lergyman, the principal, ha.s a staff of seven imstructorse A thr ee year course
4o fit s tudents for pastorai and missionary work is prorided.” (78) The first
hurdle in the Bible Sci oolcampaign was passed. : '

'ﬂ;ﬁérermmi‘m}d the problem of 'bhose who were unable to attend classes in
Wizmipeg. In 1929 a Home Study Prabatj,cner's Course was instituted for such
interested young men anl women. Yearly offerings from each assambly furnished the

bulk of finames as yote Two yoars passed under this arrangamnt until ;the General
Corf erence appointed a Board of Directors to administer the Bible College policy

axl s eek new sow ces of supporte (77) = The Bible College was moved %o Ta onto for
e short period as it was thought that the mjority of the students came from the
East, but was returned later to what proved to be the more central lacation, |
Winnim ge (78) A high school al a Junior College similar tothose in Waxhadie,

. Texasy were planned but mver realized. Mieanﬁqile new schools opened on the
praj.ries sp-ox;scred by various secté of the Mo emerte Reve Co Se Currie opsned

a i empa ary school in Vancouver; +the Grenfell Bible College (79) was opered

(76) _Manioba Free Press, Winnipeg, Manioba, December 1, 1928, pe 28.
(77) HD Lo Minse, July 20, 1931,
(78) _MsDoCo Mine., July 21, 1931e

(79) *%hiz school was moved to Fort Coquitlam and B ter affiliated with the Baptists.
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from the Sevent een Mile Bridge Camp; the Church of God opemd.a-school at
Outrasm, Saska tchewan. The Pefs0.Cey thereupon, opened a new school in Toronto
and the Winnipeg school was renamed the Western Pentocostal Bible Colls 0.
Registiration began to fall because the Easternschool receir e Gemoral Conference
support. (80) @ompetitive Americen Bible Schools mushroomed into existence and
many factionél ané independent Pentscostal and Fundamentelist sqhoqls appeared
in Caneda. TIn 1936 the General Conference of the P..0.C. recognized the
Winnipeg school and 1t received publicity in ﬁhg offieinl eorgan, "The Pentecostal
. Testimony." Saleries and the operating costs were c onsidersbly h:.gher tha n the
domations and fees received wifén several Western Dis triets found that their fi=
nancial position mcessitated ﬁthdra.wal of support fromthe Bible Collegee. (81)
Girls whowished to attend s chool were offered board, riqomani carfare inr eturn for
demestic services at the Colleges By 1938 +the financial gituation had improved
eongiderably and the Winmipeg school hed a larger registration than at any time.
since its re-opening in the Weste (82) Temporarily the problem of attendance was
solvede
With the a@vent of the Second Wo;fld Wary further expansion and problems ar 086,

To beginwithy a2 second Westernschool was opened at Star City, Saskaichewan, under
the leadership of Reve George Hawtin and Reve Percy Hunte It soonwas moyed to
buildings in Saskatoon used by the Elim Taberm cle and tlere becsme irc orporated
as the Bethel Bible Inshi.‘bute. It was follewed by the opening of the Prairie

Apostolic Bible School operated by the Apostolic Church of Penmbecosts During the

(80) Registration figures of the Westk‘ern Pen-hécostai Bible College accarding ’to
the Manit oba Conference Minutes weres 1925« 253 1927 =~ 905 1928 -~ 1403
1934 ~ 405 1937 ~ 37; 3945 - 925 1946 -~ 126.

(81) British Columbis Digtriet Corf erence Minutes, September 1, 1938,

(82) ¥.D.C, Mins., Volume 1, p. 39.
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early years of the Second World War the P.A.0.C. opened Bible schools in Victoria
al Edmonton thereby forming a comple'té chain of Bibles chools ine ach West ern
provincese The influence of the schools on the evangeliem of the Movement was
great and the-Bible College students eonmiucted campaigns, r allies am healing ser-
¥vices in missions, haspitals, prisons and outlying amd isolated communities as n
part of their theological traininge. "During twenty years three hund.red and fifty
six have gone ou"b' into the work of the \I.ord, and thirty thr ee as missiomaries to
overseas fieldse Seventeen graduates are serving on the faculties of various
Bible Inbi‘bu'bes,"”was the impressive statistical sumrery given té the Ma itoba
District Corf ereﬁge by the Western Bible College in 1945, (83) ~ The Cumberland Court
in Winnipeg was purchased joimtly by the Gers ral Conf erence a Cg.lv ary Temple
to provide greater aceomodation for the Western Bible Colleges 1In 1949 a plan
was evolved 'bb unite all the Prairie Bibke Schools but it seems that this eeconomy
measure met with Diétrict oppvositie;;. Certain new schisms a;vzzd. new schools prampted
such planse The Bethel Bible Im titute in Saskatoon was the scene of a divisien
in 1945 whon its ariginel founders o gemized the rival North Bettls ford Siron Bible
School end Orphanages Finally, at Estonand Chilliwack new Bible Schools were
erecteds (84) Certainly the Bible Schools have been an indieation of growing
Pert ecotalism as well as a predisposing factor to tmt growthe

Grav th had promoted indepezidence, and independgnce from the Assemblies of (od
necessitated attentionto doctrinel matterss The 1916 Statement of Furmertal
Truths of the Assemblies of God was accepted as the statement of tle baasie doctrines
Of the PuAu0.Ce from its dnception. The founl atiomal doctrimes ofthe Genersl

Council at Springfield had been jealously guarded by the Distriet Conferences and

(83) uD G Mins., unpublished 1945, p. 5.

(84) Tk Eston school is operated by the Evangeliecal Churches of Pentecoste The
new Pecific Bible Institute at Chilliwsek is operated by the Pentecostal
Holiness Churchs
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'§he Canedien General Corference. In cases of dispute or misinterpretation, the
de trines had received Head Office pronounce_meﬁt, bu‘E not otherwise. - Although the
"Holy Ghost baptism" was the distir tive doetrine iof the Movement, its experience
was not essgential to membership. Notwithstanding, belief in the "Holy Ghost bap-
tism" was not only required for emtrance into Bibke Schools but in 1929 1t was re=
comﬁendad that n"'o person be placed onactive minisiry or onths Bible School faculty
unless they hed previously received the "enduement." (85) There seems tp lnve been
corsiderable innovation in the inducing of the experience and in 1931 Head Offlce
censured the use of "questionable methods" and proceeded to campaign the Pentecostal
world with g series of meetings on He 'scriptural ph ce of gifis and he’alings" andd
" how to be £illed.™ (86) ‘
| Likewise, it_was soon found necessary to interpret clamses of the Stateme nt of
' Funl emental Truths in practical terms. The moral s tandards of the P.A.0.C. were
very rigid and condemned oathbound secret: societies, social clubs, corrupt partisan
| politics, moving pictures, professional sports, circuses, dancing, card playing,
dramatics and eny of the popular public atiractions where the erowds were to be found.
Hor over, there seems to be reason o say that the Pentecostal Movement has held its
young people better than any other religious group inthe West. To do thisy the Move-
ment has provided an altermtive "social whirl® far its young peoﬁle in ader to
compensate for the "worldly pleasures." Tobacco, quu;;r axd divorce have fallen
urd er special condemnation by the Movement and the esriden-b erils of the T tter two

has bolstered the m ssage and reputation of the Movement. (87) "Entire sanctification"

(85) M.DQCQ mﬂs?, VOlee Iy Do 31,

(86) M.D.C, Minse, Volume I, ppe 67-80.

(87) _M.D.C. Minse, September 9, 1937,
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and personal "holiness" have been continued in the Pentecostal theology and have
received interpretation to the extent of even regulating the wearing apparel and
ornamexﬂ;ation of workers and adherentse (88) Beyond broad directional influence,
the District Conference, from time to time, passed rulings in secular metiers affect-
ing 'bhe gpiritual welfgre of the assembliese As early as 1936 fasting was popu-
larized withinthe Movement and so inm 1948 it was essential that fasting be defined
end regulateds Again, in 1948, a singuler ruling appearsd dealing with the then
prevalent scourge of tohain letters" that were cir culating in Canzda. It was madse
’ eiea.r "that this Conference go onr ecord in disapproving all forms of cha.in letters
axd that we discourage participation in them by our peoples” (89) 1In cther words,
.~ the Statement of Fu:damezt al Truths was accepted as an outline of the'b‘asic doctrine,
but the General Conference and the District Conference fromtime to time proved their
independence a_nd_ regponsibility by in'terpfeting the gse doctrinese
| A further menifestation of the s ame development came with the evolution _of a
moere complete form of worship, or liturgye Although the extemporaneous sermon
contimied to holl prominence, the unordered system of "Letting -bh e Holy Ghost iead
the me eting" gave way to a Methodistie order of servicé. However, there remained.
the interruptions for praise snd chorus singing at any part af‘i the servicewhere the
congregation felt‘ so inclimed. This tolerance of spontaneity on the part o the
congregation was toremain characteristic of Pentecostal service. (901) bn the other

hand, the bright and rhythmic congregational singing, special solos and duets,

'(88)_ M.D.C. Winse, Volume II, p. 13
- (89) MaDeCa Minse, Volume I, pe 271, Vol ITes po 10

(90) The congregation frequently bursts into the chorus of a hymn ortakes ten
' minutes to praise God audibly in the middie of a sermon or prayers
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instrumennls, the band and the o chestra, all added to the atmosphere of friendli-
ness and enjoyment. Consequently they added to the visible progress of the Move-
mente

Liham’.éé, the comgregational love of s pontaneity and singularity was mnifes~

ted in the acceptance of three rites: Communion; Bapbism; ard Footwashing. 1In

Communion the pastor and the communicants kneel around the Communion Table and a1l
pray aloud at the same time. The pastor then takes the communion in both Kands
and delivers it to the others about thetables In the rite of Bapt:l_'.sm there was a

similar practicee To-day the rite is uswmlly performed intanks similer to khose '

i‘ound. in Baptist chur ches, a Tthough the open air services at a lakegide a stream
are still commonplaces: Children are uswmlly dedicated at an early age and © eken
urd er "the watch-care of the church" until t hey are comverted and bdptized insdoles-
cence or adulthoods (91) Certain assemblies practised the rite of Fodwashing,
but to-day this is an optional rite and its performance is left to the discretion

of the assembly or the individual. Teo this peint the Movementseems to lmve adhered
to a primitive, if not altogether apostolical, Iiturgy anml ritual. \

However, in circums tances closely allied to everyday lifewhere the instutional

churches Imd i.nz;,ugur_ated religious rites %o correspond bto the principal human erises,
thé Pent ecostal Movanen't forgot its claim to represent only the Christianity found

in the Hew Testament and adopted significant ritese Regular forms of services were

é.dopted Sor marriages, funersls, dedication of children, dedication of buildings,

(91) The formula used was Trinitarian elthough in Apostolic seets it was "in the
Name of the Lord Jesus Christe" The mode was usually immersion although
in the Pentecostal Holiness Church the candidates lmve the liberal Methodis-
tic choice of modes The practice of child baptism or "christening" is
. very inf requent. -
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inductiems and ordinations. (92) In asense the Movement developel o liturgy

modelled Iargely on that of the Methodist Church. The hymnals were decidedly
given to wangeli_stic end emotional hymns of Méthodist composition. (93) In
fact the worship form became more Methodistic as the Movement grew from a sec~

tarien group into an im titutionalized denomimw tional church. The liturgy

‘seemed complete and the church equipped, to the same extent as the United or
Pr"esby-berian chizrches, to function as a community institution.

. Nevertheless, the Pg{;’héc.ostal Movement was especially known inreligious
circles for its proselytising snd propaganda. It was built largely on comverts

from the line churches, although‘ it was maintained that these were not active

church supporters prior to indoctrination by the Movements The Movement claimed
that many of the unchurched, -bho.sye .who did not regularly attend somer eligious
services, were brought under ﬁ;ersuasiqn but it seems 1likely that the mgority

of the um hurched reached had at some time practised the religious teachings

of s ome denomination,. The Movement tended to gtress "sanetification',mr an

irdividual belief in Divine appropriation and separa‘tién from all the .:tormer life,

Porer was granted 1o the District Superintendent amd Presbyters in 1930 to de-
eide wvhich services of an inter-denominational character should bo allowed. Still

the ammal Conferences protested the use of "urmsaved people” in Pentecostal services(g)sﬂ

(92)_MDoCo Minse,ppe 43, 159, 195. Vole II. pp. 10, 1l.

(93) There is quite a flow of Pentecostal hymns at present and the semller evan-
gelistic sects are using many ‘gPen‘tecostal hymns.  The most popular Pente-
costal hymnal is the "Tabernsele Hymns." '

(94) Exceptions are M"fouth for Christ" rallies.

(95) MeDoCo Minse, Volume I, pe 65
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The General Executive réalized that there were dangers as well as advantages inci=
é.'en-h to co-operative effort with other church organizstions and resolved that the
local assemblies exercise every precaution in safew-guarding its interests. Thus the
deéision was left to the local assemblies, the chief organs in the final analysis of
‘proselytising and propanganda. -

The two great objections were the doctrines of liberal. anmd modernistic exposi-
jbors and the giving of offerings to organizations in which the P.A.0.C. was not re-
presenteds In smller communities the Pentecostal a ssemblies were able to partici-
pate in such services as the Week of Prayer, Women's Day.' of Prayer, Mother 's Day
Service, Memorial Day Services and Holy Wéek servicés b_e‘cva';use a compromise was feas-

ible. The views of local ministers were known am '_bhé "mod ernistics" could be avoi=

 deds  Offerings were usually shared proportiomatelys This imter~dencminational

fellowship never carried on if the Pentecostal view did not begin to predominates (96)
In cases where this did not result, complete separation was enjoinede In 1934, a.t‘

the apex of the écford Group Movement World Peace campaign, the PuA.0.C. issued a

. warning to the effect that the "despest and werthwhile experiences of the Oxford Group

'Mavement have been the common practice and experiences of true Perecostal believers

all e long the years, so this somcnlled new movement has nothing new to offer Pentecos-

tal people.™ (97) The following year the Manit oba Distriet Couf erence requested .

tracts and booklets to offset the "imrmds offalse doctrines aml sects in the lami."(98) |

It was imperative that the inter-group activities remain gseriousdly curtailed in vieﬁv
of the vigorous poliey of proselytism and prbopanganda.

Imtructions to avo_id inter-denominationa.l services were offset by a concern on’
the part of the Gemeral Executive to see their “churches con’cinue %0 be mis sionary

mindeds" It appears that the prevailing thought in pastoral snd executive cireles

(96) In Swan River Baptists and Pentecostals held joint services but the Pent ecostal
Church alone remains. In Kamloops the Pentecostalsec ontrol the ministerial ,
associations In Calgary they sponsor "Youth for Christ" and keep it supported.

(97) MeDoCo Mn'.ns., Vol. Ty De 121.
(98) MaDaGCa Minses Vole I, pe 159
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was that all auxiliaries and church aids should be primarily used vo promote a
missionary spirite (99) Although the auxiliary societies of the Movement carried
on particular worké and sales of goods for special firaneial needs, they did not
sponsor ice cream suppers, festivels, oyster stews, fairs or bazasrs. Even
films, which became commonplace in all church work, presented a danger to the
migsionary emphasise. The Exeéu'biv; ruled that “oniy those films which are of
a Missionary character and films definitely condticive to0 the spiritual life of
the Church be usede™ (100) The foreign and home missions thus played a promi=-
nent pert in meintaining local interest.

On the other hand, the interest of the local assemblies in maintaining
far eign. missions cannot be disregardede The missionaries that went out of the
Los Angeles and subsequent early revivals did sowithout finemcial guerantee
after the expenditure of their initial capital. Individual assemblies were often
unzble to continue support amd the Assemblies of God had in 1914 assumed respon-
sibility for all who would subscribe to the Statement of Fumlamental Truthse
In 1925 the Canadian Pentecostal Districts assumed responéibility for e.li
Cam dian m tionals sbroad who suls cribed to the doctrinel temets of the Spring-
field organizations TIn 1928, the P.A.0.Cey in co=operation with the Spring field
offices, took over resppnsibili'i;y of foreign missions in Kenya, Natal, Liberia,
Argentina and North Ching. (101) Ev}en'tually 2 missionary board was appointed
at the London Ie adquarters to direet local aid to the foreign fields.

As a result, missionary organization expanded rapidly. Albeit, the General
Conference in 1929 recommended that missionaries should nof purehase property
involving the Home constituency in financial liabilities without first receiving

the gpproval of the Missions Boarde A more detailed missi onai'y policy was soon

(99) MQD.C. Mins- 9 v01. I’ p. 271

(100) MaDuCo Mins., July 3, 194.'7

(101) In 1946 the P.A.0.Ce had 53 missionaries on the fareign field, 24 were on

furloughy 23 were under new appointments The Central Africa work was based

on o "holiness" work started in 1896.
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demanded and vl Missionary Fund Cormittee was ci'ea‘t:ed to work with the Missionary
Board of the Head Office in the distribution of funds. More funds were directed
“to areas where g permanent work was already established and vhere property holdings
were most coms ideré.ble. The value of an academic training was re-stated also.
A direct result of the vigorous new policy was the establishment of mtive churches.
-,(108) A pemanent Missiom ry secretary was appointed, a missionary paper known as
the "MisBonery Action" wes created and finally a Missiomry Rest Home was opened in
- Toront o (103)AT1: this was to keep pace with an expansion thé:b was next 4o phenozﬁenal.

National development of the Movement, lile its expansion, had Been repid and method-

" dicale Within a year of the initial outpouring at the Hebden Mission in 1906 the

messége of "{Pentecbs*b“ had reached the great Eas'berr} qentres. Thereéafter, offoris
were com entrated on ha‘hional organization. An anmal Conference was first called
at Kitchener and a policy of ra'biona; évangeliém folléwed the opening ofr work in the
Weoste Mmﬁipeg became the ¢ entire of Western evangelism and it was at Winnipeg that
the Apetolic faction m de i‘és appearance in 1913. Separste and ind epérxient Canadian
factions resulteds = Moreover, independsnce gave a new feeling of respdnsibili‘by.

The assumption of new responsiioilities was quickly demonstrated by c.oast-to—éoas_t
ev‘ange;f.is%ic anl hegling campalgns, regular camp meetings and the erection of Bible
Schoolse ~ The General Conference of the P.A.0.C. soon found it rxécessary to in'bérpre'i:
doztrinagl téne‘ts, to develop the liturgy énd to re~-emphasize the missionary work in
order to keep abreast of developments  The m tional picture rapidly became 6&'9

of g wast individualistic and persomal Work federated under a centralized Executive

in London, later in Toronto, Ths .pewer of % he Executive resided, not in thedelegated

(102) Ihe Penb ecostel Church of Argentina was founded by P.A,0.C. missionaries,
It is now a separate national church.

(103) Letter from Reve Ge Re Upton, Missionary Secretary of the P.A.0.C., Missionary
Rest Home, 30 Fairview Boulevard, Toronto. :
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cors titutional powers of the Spring field General Council or London Genersl Council,
but in the power of persomlity and a common experience ré.iséd t0 the level of the

supernatural.




Chapter IV

Origins and Growth in Manitoba
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Originsand Growth in Manitoba -
The development qf the Mor ement in Manitoba offers én oppartunity of s tudying
the evargelism by which it grewe To begin withthe province enjoyed a special im-
prortance because the first prairie work was opened at Winnipege The Assemblies of

God mde Winmnipeg the headquarters oftheir Western Cenada Conf erence. IEvembually

Winnipeg becamse the keadquarters of the District of WManitoba and Northemn Ontario.
Finally, in 1928, it became the centre of operations and au'l_-.hori'by for t hesame Dis-
tri et ud er the PeA.0iCe At that time a Ma.nit\o'ba Distriet Conference was ¢ on-

stitutede - It consisted of all+the ministers, minister's wives and Bible College

students in theareas Each assembly could send {wod elegates to this anmual Cone
ferences (104) The first step in 'provincial Qrganization was complete. _

Next came measures bjr which the District could help further the Pen: ecostal
faithe TFromthe beginning the task of organization had been ¢ losely directed by .
Reve Gs Ae Clmmbersy who had Wena ctive in the earlier Eastern missions aml who was

a staunch supporter of+t he polity ani d octrines of the Assemblies of God. (105)

Vﬁev. De N, Bun-taigl, a man of similar views, was els cted Bistriet Sup eririond ents -

His position was declare_e’i‘a full~time pastorate and he -wé.s gi#en charge of e vangelism
in the Districte Such absolute authority was not without results, the mjority of

which were mr opitious to the Movements  Still, in 1930, 2 Bard of 'Presbyters was

created to aid the Distrikc'!; Superint endent a_.iid to be regponsible with himfor all
the a ffeirs, spiritual and temporsl, in the District Head Off cee  Thereafter
there arose no sm lldiscussions over the d emand toseperate Eastern and Western

Corf erencess  The Manitoba Conference went so far as tor ecommend the polity change

to that of "one hesdoffice, one paper, one f oreign mission poliey, but two General

Cof erences, east ami weste" (106) Thisdesire far immediate ¢ ontrol o sectional

(104) MD.Co Mins“.’ v01c I, pe 15

(105) Letter from Reve G. Re Upten, Missions Department, Te onte. Sepember 26, 1949

(106) ¥.D.Co Iﬁins_:_, Voke Iy Pe 67
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afi‘airs; however, was overshaedowed by a commoi; desire to sée the Movement expaﬁd.
Accbrdingly, the Board of Presbyters emiraced a policy of adjustment to the pre
dominantly agrarien community and a policy of systematic evangelism. (107)
‘ No geogrsphic or chronological pattern of development being readily discernible,
it is r® cessary to trace the promulgation of the Pent ecostal faj.th in Manitoba by
| "iihe techniques employed. The first spproach was by means of + hecommon evangelical
- method, the urban evangelistic campaignh or revivale Fa emost was thewell-advertised
series of r evival or evé.ngelistie services in a lérge rented hall or eivic audi-
torivme From the iarge hall, meetings moved into s:allér scattered hallsand
finally Bhe converts, if numerous enough, were united into an assembly which bought
an sbandoned church or theastre for s place of worshipe Such was the pattern of
development in Both Winnipeg and Brandone
The process was particularly Acle.ar in Brandone The Mor ement Sms established
there ina bout 1913 as the Apos"f;olic Faith Mission after a large revivalistic can-
peign in a downtown auditoriume. Towards thefall of 1916 a seconl mission, the
Periecostal Good News Mission, was _openéd by Reve Ge Se Paule Both missions pros-
pered forsometime until a few years after the First World War theyw ere united under
the bamner of the International Church of the Foursquare Gospele The Irernational
Church of the Four square Gosfpel was unpopular end in 1934 the Penecostal believers
threw in their lot with the P,A.0.C. The .Pent ecostal Tabernacle was erectedand a
series of turbulent revivals foblowéd. (108’) A radio Ir cadcast, extensive rescue
work and youth work were unlertakentoraise the assembly to socisl recognition.
Once a masure of acceptance and adjustment was a‘ctaihed there came a renswed séc-
tarian spirite Thiswas manifested' in the extension of evangelistic work from

Brandon to Glanton, Huntington, Minnedosa and Hartney. (L09) Thec ity mission had

(107) M.D.C. Mins., Vole I, p. 101

(108) The Bramion Daily Sun, Brandon, Manitoba. December 29, 1934. De3.

(109) M.DL . Minse, September 6, 1935,
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attakned maturity.

In thesecond place, the camp meeting was used to open newd istricts to the

_ -Perecostal worke In 1921 an "old fashioned camp meeting" was called for a fifteen

day period between the haying season anl the Im rvesting season at the farm of Harry

. Hutchison mear Asheville. (110) It was spongsored by the Bauphin Perecostal Assembly,

at thet time affiliated with the Apostolic Church of Pemtecosts (111) Both factions,
however, atterded ani supported the Asheville camp meetings. A1,S° the results ob-
tained were worbhwhile. In 1923, far example, twenty~seven were baptizedvand two
entered missionary work. (112) The local press was used for extensivé sdvertising

but a protest fromt he readers regarding the space_alioted toreligious mttersr esul-

ted in the suspension of anmual camp meeting reports in the press. (113) Neverthe-
lessy the .Movem ant- had-gained a; ‘fobthold. md expansion continued unhampereds By
1928 the town &€ Dauphin witnessed a miniasture Azusa Streete The local Press re=
pated of Reve Frank Denny's meetings:t "Due to the blessed out pouring - of the Holy

Spirit in our midst, it is impossible to announce shead of time the order of the ser=

vices and the subjects to be preachedses™ (114) The large revival was follw ed up

by street m etings and the opening up of a rural pissionse Thecamp meeting in the
Dauphin an Asheville area had proven an invalusble aid to+t he Movemente

The Gilbert Pleins camp meeting was as invalusble to the pattern of development.

In 1932 plans were completed for a camp meeting in the northern section of the province
and the P.4,0,C, sent Reve Je Do kSaunder_s to @orduct the first official northern camp
of the Manitoba Distriet P.A.0.C. In following yeers the Argue f amily figur ed 3rgely

et thiscemp andc ombributed in messageand song tothe building & +the Pentecostal

(110) Cfe Chapter III on camp meeting in National Organization.

(111) Dauphin Herald and Press, Dauphin, Manmitoba, July 21, 1922.

(112) Dauphin Herald and Press, Dauphin, Manitoba, July 19, 1923.

(113) 1Ibid., July 9, 1925.

(112) TIbid., April 26, 1928.
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message in northern Manitoba. (115) The 1933 camp moved into thetown of Gilbert

Plains for a glant street meeting that would have made the most ardent Salvationist
blush ! The meetings grew in numbers each year and the camp outgrew md , finally,
completely replaced the earlier Apostolic camp at Ashville. (1) Although the
Ashville camp had been abttended by the Pent ecosﬁa}s es well as the Apa tolies, the
Gilbert Plains camp was strictly Pentecostal s:nd was= probably conducted with the
secord ary motive of discouraging the Pentecostal people from a ttending the "Omeness"
-campe Be that as it may, vwhen the Ashvillec amp ciosed the Pert ecostal camp was
not many years ®fore it too closede It did so, however, to unite with another
Perecostal camp started at Rock Lzkes HManhattan Beach was chosen as the site for
the united camp msetinge The camp meeting thereafter ciased t0 be used as a i ech-
nique of expansion to0 become gz technique of consol-ida‘ti)c;n.

In 1926, five years after the camp meeting was first tried in Hanitoba as a mode
of dissemination of the Fent ccostal doctrines, a third technique was developede The
most successful type of church in Western Camda was the village church with a rural
attendances It was this type of church that Movement attempted to establish at
Gilbert Plainse. - Reve Ts Te Latto, appointed Superintendent of e Manitobé Distriet
of the Assemblis s of God, built the Full Gospel Mission at Gidbert Plains in 1926.
The work was from the beginning respected in the community and many interdenomina-
tional services were conducted. On one occasion a Brge baptismal service attracted

a great erowd to the Pentecosbal Churchs The assembly plarmeci its service so

(115) The Argue family figured largely in Western Canasdian Pentecostal hsstory.
Mre Ae He Argue Ir ought "Pentecost® to Winnipeg, ¢onducted famous : evivals
at Edmonton, Calgary, Rock Lake, =znd Emoc. His son, Reve Walson Argue, was
pastor at Calvary Temple, Winnipeg, for maeny years and travelled extersively
on behelf of the Movement in Burope, and the Near Easte Another son, Mr.
Ae We Argue, conducted huge revivals in Des Moire s a nd Appleton, Wisconsine

(118) g@ilbert Plains Maple Leaf, Gilbert Plains, Manitobam August 10, 1934,
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that it begen immedistely after the anmal Memorial service in the village and many
people attended the baptiﬁnal service consequentlye The local account of the service
hel_d a:f. Rowlett's Beach rans "After the Megorial Service a steady stream of autos
could be seengoing to the place and soon a large crowd had collectede  The pastor

spoke a few words on water beptism and after a short testimony from eachcandidate and

whlle the crowd was si..nging, thirty=-four, nineteen women and fourteen mem, w ere immersed
by Evangelist Winburn of Winnipeg." (117) A congregation of ablout seventy was a geni-
zed arnd contributed hesvily 4o the Hanitoba zﬁissions and headquearters. (118) Mission~
ary wérk wes also carried on at the Eldon aml Vista schools in thea,d,jacent'rural dis~
t4rictse Gilbert Plains remasined the protype of the village church serving a rur‘a.l
community.

In Iike menner an entry was effected at Osk Lake in 1927. The Camdian Pente=
costal Bible School s tudents supplied a church on Aspen Street and held mid-week meet-
ings at a private residence. Later the mid-week meetings were held at a farm home
and the Sumday evehing evangelistic services were held in’the village. This Move-
ment thus stirred up great interest and the local newspaper ran lengthy articles on
the origins end doctrines of the new religious gssembly. (119) A Suml ay Schooly. |
Young Peoplefs Society and regular Bible class were eventfa 1ly orga_nizeda nd tle

assembly opened work in Virden and Riding Mountain. (120) The village church

proved valugble in the. extension of missionary work to neighbouring towns.

Probably the most outstanding village church was established at Carlsrry.

(117) The Gilbert Plains Maple Leaf, Gilbert Plains, Menitoba, August 12, 1927.

(118) 1Ibide, November 11, 1927.

(119) 0sk Lake News, Oak Lale , Manitoba, February 9, 1928. pede

(120) 1.D.C, ling.,Volume II, October 23, 1947.
Manitobe Home WMission Funds disbursed $200.00 on Virden mission between Jamary
and July 1928 (accordingﬁto Manitobs Home Missions Accounts, Ledger I)s. In
1935 a resident pastor was stationed, in 1946 a request was mde for funds from
the District Executive for building. The answer was affiliation to Oske Lake.
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Reve and Mrse We Lang took up residence in the town in 1930 andrented a hall which
they converted into a Pentecostal mission. Various evangelistic parties, including
the Argue revival party, the Cummings healing campaigners and Gordon the converted
cowboy, held meetings in the converted Bank of Hemilton block amd gredually added
a few more convertse In 1934 the small a ssembly purchased an oll residence for
evangelistic worke It was cowr erted into a parsonage when the Salvation Army Barracks
camé into P.A.0.C, possession in 1941. (121) During the war, problems of a moral
m ture were faced with the loeation of an Air Base at land. The airmen of Perscostal
persuasion conducted the services and the é.ssembly expanded cors iderably duw ing the
war yearss Evangelist‘ic work was carried on =t Harding and Sidney as well zs at
the Air Centre. Meanwhils, inrterdenominatignal services and agowing congregation
gave the assembly a certain iniddle—class respectability. . The fillage church was
proving its worth in the denomina'l;ional growth of the Movement.

The Rossburn assembly was snother example of g mrticularly successful emterprise.

The assembly was very s‘aabie, spirituallyminded ad boasted"s fine church home for
the thriving, well~established assembly."(122) Heréthe success waspartly attributed
to the Movement's insistence on the Protestant fumdamentals of Biblb study and preacjké

ing of the Word. 1In 1942 the Pentecostal services were extended %o Rzinchvale and

three years later the Penbtecostal church was the only church with regular Sunday ser=
vices in Rossburn. The condition of ministerial vivisectionand or erchurching was
'swinging Rossburn into the arms of the Movement. The United Church had only student

supply and the Presbyterians were attended by a missionary who had no less than three
points to serve. The me thod of establishing a work in the villages toreach to the

rurgl distriets around aided the denominationalgrowth of the Me ement com iderably.

(121) Carberry New-Express, Carberry, Manitoba, December, 1942.
HeDaCo Mins., Volme I, Sept ember 4’ 1935.

(122) M.D.C, Ming,, Volume I, p. 203.
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A more r ecent adventure with this third technique was that at Roblin in 1935.
‘Mr. Mo Serenchuk svarted a mission for the Slavie people which f ormed the ground=
work for ile assembly. Three years later the Salvation Army Barracks were rented
. for an evangelistic campaigne The meetims receoived special success and ‘the w ork
was continued until {he Bethel Assembly was created in 1939  The Free Methodist.
Church, bpcause of similérity of doetrine, prm"ed: a hindrance for some times Even
so, the New Rej‘.‘orma'bion won out and the Beﬁhel Ta.berné,cle was located ‘on' the mainv
street of the i own, whereas the Free Methodist Churchseld its propertys = The same
' patterﬁ af.‘ & evelopment followed in Rus sell and Hamiota as a result of the success
of the village chirch in Robline ~
It would not be axact to picture allattempts to build g Perb eccostal work by
means of the village church serving the rural community as em irely successful._' Never-
theless, the cases of success far outnumber the cases offmilures. Albeit, the approch |
that had been so favourable in other towns only brought ther eporft in Stonewall that
"as there is mo open work, Miss Reymolds ani Miss Adrews areworking behind the scenese"
(123) sSimilerly, in Hodgsonanl Mossehorn the wumber of converts did not werrant the
exteblisiment of assemblies or the eréction oftaberm clese | Yot it can bo said that
these were inreality exceptions which proved the rule that the church serving the rural
commnity was not only successful as an epproach in itsel?, but sound as a technique
in the e vangelism of the Movement, | :

Weanvwhile, a fourth technique iéerangelism bad appeared in the Rainy River Valley
of Onterioe The gystem of monthly Fellowship Meetings was organized to promote unity
smong the assemblies scattered throughout the valie'y and to make new comvertse They
were g system of day-long meetings with the emphesis on devotion in the morning, in

the a fternoon on teaching anl doctrine and in the evening on a s trong evangelistic

appeale Circuits were arranged and theevangelists travelled over these circuits

(123) MeDeCo Minses Sep‘tember 6, 1935, -




62.

the same way as the early "ecirecult riders." The summer months witnessed special
meetings in Blue Township =nd each yeér the Emo district was stirred by the camp

- meeting which drew great crowds of adherents axnd as many of thecurious and inqui-
sitivee The Fellowship Meetings seemed most effective in wearing down prejudice.

So successful were they that by the fall of 1935 missions were opened in Devlin,

Keewgtin and Fort Williame The initiative was coming from the Rainy River Valley.
Although that region had prorided very scant direct resulvs for the amount of momey
and la.bour spent the work was being slowly introduceds By mans of the Fellowship

Meeting isolation was mrtially overcome and the Pent ecostal NMovement bo came known

for its zeals (124)

Penetration be came imreasingly more difficult and the Pert ecostal Mov ement
,became correspondingly more determined in its evangelism. "Culfure islands," or
bloc settlements of immigrents, added to the ciifficulties be se-bting‘the' evangelists
of the Movements On the other hand, the Pentecostal Movement attained brilliant
success in two such districts, 'the area adjoining v-bhe Mennonite vWest Reserve and the
Swan River Valley. Sucecess was mde poss:.ble only by the edoption of a new method
of entry, the a.pproach through the Sunmiay School. | |

'Ihe areg adjoining the Mennonite West Reserve was opened to the Pente¢osta1

work by the esteblishment of ansa ssembiy in Roland in 1928. (125) ~ Thereupon Mis ses

HMoore amd Gervim were the evangelistic team chosen 1o open z new enterprise in

Manitoue They £ ounded the work on a children's work and then began open air work

(124) The Pentecostal Church is probably the best known d enomination intheares
- called New or Northwest Ontario after the Roman Catholic Churche Although
the mmber of adherents are not outstanding it has more stations and ministers
in the field than any other religious group, except the Roman Catholicse
The Roman Catholics Iave several hospitals and boarding schools inthe region
as well as 30 ordained priests. The PeA.0.C. has workers stationed at Kenora,
Port Arthur, Fort William, Barwick, Devlin, Ra;x.ny River, Forit Fram es, Emo,
Cla.pple and Bergland,

(125) M.D.Ce Minse, Volume I, pp, 190=195,
The Roland News, Roland, Manitobae September 13, 1945,
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in a camp area during the surmer months. Meanwhile they raceived support from
Rolands The Sunday school work usually proved successful although scarcely a
person attended their evan‘gelié’cic services. After havirg lived in the town of
Manitou for several yesrs, the lady workers won the confidence of the people. The
. The results fol]iowed afterwards in other communitiese Soonez" or la‘ber ther eport
back to0+the District Execu'tive of the P.A.0.C. read: "After much prayer and visita-~

tion a spirit of revival is now resting upon the town." (126) That was the s ignal

for a concentrated revival and healing cempaign and then there followed the erection

of 2 handsome, though mal est, tabernacle.

Hence in 1934 the Emmanuel Pentecostal Church was erected in Manitou and drew a
great deal of attention when Evangelist Jessie L. Gordon, who hed preached in ﬁze
Local Methodist church eighteen years previous, returned %o preach for '  the Mov emente.
The work in this region was characteristic of the Movement's inroads in the Wests
It started with street meetings and a varied children's worke ‘Thrqugh visitation
and perseverance the women workers left an impression of deep faith on all thevil=-
lagers, regardless of their personél convictionse The Mardenwork was similar in
approaach and development to the Manitou mission, with perhaps the exception ithat
- Reve As Go Werd and Reve Ae He Argue found a special hearing among their own cultural

groups the Mennonitess By 1936 a revival was started in Carman and the Sunday school

technique was being repeated in Elm Creek, Roseisle, Altamont anl Opewaka.  All
these works were started by the initial Roland mission and c onducted similar o the

Martou mission.

dJust as gpectacular was the work started in Swan River Valley by the s ame

techniques Khe Swan River mission took several yoars to win the confidence and

(126 ) _M.D4Cs Minse, Volume I, p. 151




64e

attention of the people but by 1936 had obtained the ac;tive fwllar ship of the Baptist
Churche (127) The approach in Benito was the same. Through the campaigns of

Reve and lirse He Berry several cowersions were made and the local favour gained.

A good Sunday school work was established to reach the potential Pentecostals of the

next generation. The work was finally given to women evangelisis, a technique com=-

mon to erangelistic groups on theirontier and proved valuable by the Movement in the
area adjoining the Mennonite West Reserve. Services were regularized and Tuesday
prayer meetings and Thursday Bible studies im tituted. (128) The Univted Church held

its Sunday School at two o'clock so the Pentecostal Church set its Sunday School at

three o'clock and wsually got all the United Church students as well as their own.
The importance of reaching to the parents through the children, elthough iwdirect,
wasy mevertheless, effective. On this b sis the over=cautious and indifferent were .
roached, 1if not of the present generation, certainly of the generation to comee
Eventually thé Movement resorted to the popular evangelistic technique, the
rescue missions The case of Portage la Prairie offers the best occasion to irace
the pattern of development under the rescue mission appra ch. The first influence
for the Pentecostal Movement in the city of Partage la Prairie was the Full Gos pel

Mission,: operated by George C. Popham on an im ependent basise The P.A;O.C». BUppOre

ted this mission although Popham taught a "Oneness" cioctrine until the entry of a
rival rescue mission perty, the Dalzell damily. (129) The Dalzells employed the
methods of the Salvationists and their rescue mission became known:fa bright happy
singing, good atiendance and noisy revival behan»‘.our. Young people were brought in

from Winnipeg to conduct the meetings. By a ner Modus operandi - sensationgl

(127) M.D.Co Mins., August 27, 1936

(128) The Benito Herald, Benito, Manitoba, October 1, 194l.
The Benito Broadcast, Benito, Manitoba, October, 1941 to February, 1943.

(129) The Daily Graphic, Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, Mearch 16, 19353 October 12, B 3B
A rescue mission is an urban mission for the reclamation of the dest:.‘bu’ce, '

érunken and débauched,
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newspaper adver-hisemenjts, neon signs, colorful streamers, street meetings, house to
hogse Visitation, handbills, placards, radio advertising and sensationalism - the
P‘enéecosbal message made its mrk in the small eity. (130) The Pa tage la Prairie
mi(ssion started as a réscue mission, beceme en evangelistic mission ad finally was

organized into a regular assembly and asccorded o resident pastor empowered to ad-

mitister the rites and auxiliary functions of a minister and pastor. In other words,

the time=honoured approach of all evangelistic groups wasadopted with success.

Another common religious iwstitution, the rural church, was employed by the Pen-

tecodtel Movemente Near Gilbert FPlains, in the Tamner district, a rural church was

- erected as an experiment in 1934, (131) It was located at a farm residence and built

by voluntary lsbor. Within a year it was completely cleared of debt ami +turned

into e centre for evangelistic worke This work was carried on in surroud ing Ilumber
campse (132) So successful was the experiment that it was repnated at Gull Laske.and
at Sprague, both in territory that had failed to show any response to previous evan-
gelistic effortse At Gull Lake the pastor built a residence in the small community
and held re etings in his hoﬁe ard in locél ‘schoolhousess The results were gratify-
ing and a permement, though smali, assembly was establishede Similarly, in Smrague

a rural church was built seversal miles north of +he+ owna I'bv continued to serve the

rurel community although affiliation with the P.A.0.C. was droppeds Under the direce

tion of lay leaders even the rural church succeeded. However, as a technique for
widespread advance it was not feasible.
In like manner the Indian work saw a measure of success but mever br ought Zrge

returns. Although the work had been initiated as early as 1907, it was not until

(130) 1In 1930 the Manitoba Executive spent $205,00 on the Popham Missione
WManitoba Home Mission Accounts, Ledger I, 1929=20 zccounts.

(131) M.D.C. Minses September 5, 19353 August 29, 19363 July 6, 1939; June 21, 1940.

(132) _M.D.C. Mins., August 27, 1936.
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,,l93~5 that it received serious attention. In 1935 Chief losses McKay at Fhhear
e

appealed for a fellow worker in his reservation. Two womenworkers were sent to
3‘1‘@ area and the follarirg yesr theyr sported "excellent work on the Peguis am

Fzmcr River Indisn Reservese.” (133) An initisl difficulby of transportationwas

mé*’c when the two women workers raised a colls cﬁién of 35,48 topuichase a horse.(134)
: Still there remained a prevelence of disease asnd pov srty with which they hadto con-
tende  They endeevoured %o tesmch the Indians sanitation, clean living anl soms Pene
tecostal doctrines, but they found the nstives slow to respond toany of the soe
Begides, their missionwas in nosense equipped as a medical mission. In one year®s
time they saw some conversioné, including thet of the Chief's wife, ‘but wére incapable
of making great headway because of f‘inéncial incumbrance, The lanitoba District

Cof erence demanded that the Indisn work be supported by the Missions Department as

a foreign missionary enterprise. f This demand was rejected jw Toronto and for several
years themizsions to the Imsrlake Trdisns remained indetime. After the Second Warld
Wer the District Corf érence resumed support of the misslions at Kinesota and Koostatake
The Department of Indian Affairs granted permission toresume mis siom ry work and the
General Executive in Toronto granted special funds to finance these missl o (134)

The Gers ral Executive in whis move demom'f;zja'bed financial recovery from ¢ hedepreg-
sion and the war, renewed interest in earlier home migsion, =nd especially an objrt-
ive philosophy based on long-range determinations of propagations continuvation and
survivals

In keeping with such an outlook, the General Executive in 1938 advocated the

opening of erangelistic work among the New Canadisnsy A Slavic mission was opened

12

Und

in Nordh Winnipeg and a German Full CGog vel Church opened in Winnivegs

£

[

r the

=

(133)  _MeDeCe Hins., Volume s Do 119

(134) Cemral Executive dmives, 1947, Toronto, Ontario
The HManitoba District Execu.ive decided to suppor i
the exvent of 4U.00 per month for g six=month trial period, At that period
any improvement in local Pfinences wms o be cows ider th the inent of re=
ducing the District home mission grant proportionally. Shortly afterwards
another grant was made for r eparations of the mrsom gee The German HExecu=
tive granted to t he Kinesois o nd Koostatak missions $20,00 per month ©ach,

&

and $10.00 per month for special purposes in comneetionw ith the 1w ian missionse



67

direc-bi‘on of Reve Ae Kowalski the German Full G pel Church opened missions in

Ste Owens, Morden and Minitonas in 1943, (135) T ee years later the Manit oba
Executive enlorsed Miss Phyllis Seargeant's plan to work among the Winnipeg Chinese
populatione A Jewish mission was also opened and is still continued with 1t tle
evident success. After the Second Warld War another attempt was mde in the Slavie
districts cause of the success of these ministries in Alberta. Reve anl Mrse H.
Harbarenko were commissioned to open a Slavic mission in Durban and a Uk ainian
mission in Swan River. Meanwhile, in Port Arthur a bresk was m de trough the

i rained mtional prejudices of the Finnish bloce  All +tIe se missions +o+he Newi
Cammdians reflected preoccupationw ith factors of propagation and survival.

The New Camm dians presented a missiomry problem I cause they were oftenwithout

2 command of the Eg lish langusge and b sessed laver standards of living than the
Anglo=Saxon elements ingew rale A cleavage in family 1ife in the New Wa 14 was thi r
chief probleme The older people e gant o lose touch with the assimilated, anglieized
anl modernized younger gersration. The younger generation, on the o*fshelr hand, lost
the guidance of the older generation, The Movement was successful in its New Canadian
work to theextent it was sble tor esolve +he problem, or capitali ze on the yrobl ans,

of o or the other of the age groups. (136)

6(135) Interview, Reve. A« Kowalski, Winnipeg, Nor ember 1, 1949,

(136) Louis Richard Bin ery Mol ern Religious Cults ad Society,(Boston, -1933).
Criticiem of the sects is given in thiswork ® cause tls ¥y result in mgladjust-
ments in the social processes and -by perpetuating an exaggerated denomim tiong=

lism lack allsense of s ocial responsibility. The author presupposes the social
gospel as ideal andfails t0 stress adequately the effects of immigration, the
frontier, and the influence of g dominating individualistic Protestantisme
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Inleed, the history of the Movement in the province of Mankola is a study of
evarg elisme From the beginniwy the emphasis was un the propagation of ¢ h%i‘aith.
This was achiered first thrrough the urban missions anl ralliese Somwhat later
the camp meeting amrged as a stimuluse Thereafter came the ¢ echnique of using
a village church to reach —bhev ™ al populaition. The rural population in the
Rainbeiv er Valley was reached by the Fellowship Meetings. Still the Mor ement
found it m cessary tod evelop another new technique. Accordingly in 1928 the
Suml ay School was adopted as a means of reaching‘in'to the homes of non—Rg@ecostals.
Fimelly the time~hpnoured techniques of al]jarangel:«.s’uc groups - the rescue mission,
the rural gospel services and missionry work - appeared on the Manit oba scene.
A sarvey of the growth of the Movement in Manitoba indicates a poliey of evangelism
adjusted to the modern age. It also inliicates the zeal of a mriyr within thet anks
of the 2aitye The de—bermn.ng bias was not only religious experience as offered

by the Movement, but also the worldliness which the Morement oppas ed.




Chapter V

Origins and Growbth in Sasketchewan




. Origing and Growth in Saskatchewan

. %

In no other province has the Pentecostal Movement been more diversified in doc-
~trine or more divided by gectarian strife than in Saskatchewan. Consequenily it has
not been remsrkable for its conmtribution to the establishment of a successful social

order in the province. On the contrary, it has been one of the mest fruitful fields

of evangelistic sectarianism, both ol and news Within the Pent ecostal Movemén*‘u
there has been mrked activity, first to establish the leading factions within the
Movement and secondly to form new groups preaching Pentecostalisme

The Pentecostal faction of the Movement was the £irst to open egangolistic work

in Sasks tchewan. The first recorded Pentecostal mission or revival was held at
irossachs, a few miles from Redville in the southern section of the province. (137)
Many of the Latter Rain minds vries infbhe province date fram this revival of no s il
proportions vwhich occurred inabout 1907« The Erossachs revival was started by

Mis ses M, reden and M. Andrews and reached a particularly noisy and eruptive eclimax
during the ministry of a certain Nre Me Ve Brown. (138) Under his leadership the(
revival spread to ithe B]ack Oak district near Pangam, east of Trassachse ‘there a

larger revival broke ’c.m*h and a convention of Pentecostal leaders was called. This

(137)interview, Reve Jo De Seunl ers, Leihbridge, Alte., July i1, 1945.
interview, Reve Fo Larson, Estevan, Saskatchewan, September 25, 1949,
Interview, Dre Je E. Purdie, Winnipeg, Man., November 1, 1949. .
Letter from Reve Go McLean, Full Gospel Bible Institute, Eston, Saskes
October 15, 1949, :

(138) Reve M. Ve Brown is at present the pastor ofthe Evengeli stic Talwernucle in
Vam ouver, Be Co During his ministry et Troesachs anmial camp meeting s were
egtablished and a large Free Methodist work was completely sbsorbed. at Tross-
schse Reve Re Ee McAlister in a letter to Reve Po Se Jones, Victa iay Be Ce
written at an unbertein date in July, 1949, states that the Eveng elistic ‘
Tebernacle in Tancouver ix independent of the P.A.0.C. but "doctrim 11y sound”.
Tn otle r words, the doctrines taught by Reve WM. V. Brown can becors idered as
acceptable to the PA.0.C. No reason for remaining outside the P,A.0.C. at
the time of orgenizetion in 1928 is available.
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convention was the first milstone in organized evangelism in the province and has
remained famous in Pentecostal circles as the "Barnloft Comventione"  Surrounding
districts were opened to the Pentecostal message as a rye‘éult ofthe"l‘rossachs revival.
Also, the attention of various Pentecostal ministers was drawn -b_othé Seskatchewan
fielde By 1909 Reve Ae He Argue, Reve We McAI;_i.s*ter, Reve De Woelsh and Reve Je De
Saunders were engaged inevangelistic campaigns in the province. Reve Ae He rArgue
anl Reve J. Riclardson met with considerable success in the Weyburn area at that time. (139)
The Tra sachs revivael had served to awaken the Movement to possibilities inthe mew
province erd had provided the first success in evang‘elism;

The Pentecostal faction followed up the Trossaths revivalwith urbanerangelism :
as demonstrated in Moose Jawe Mre O. Odergaard, personal friend of Rev. Aes He Argue
and devotee of Pentecostalism since thed ays of the initial 1906 outpourings i‘n Tononto,
was chosen to ¥ead the Moose Jaw missiome He arrived in the western town in 1913
and irme diately esteblished a mission house. He kept his work independen'h and friendly
towerds gll evengelistic groups from the W ginninges For this reason the Peirhacosl:al
Mission as established by Mr. O. Odergaerd made lititle progresse Whenany real advance
was mde; it was often lost to rival forecese (140) Opposition was stiff, pgr‘l;icularly

from the popular Standard Church of American. (141) Although the Mo e Jaw work

R

(139) Interview, Mr. and Mrse Te Marsh, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, July 7, 1949.
Interview, Reve Fe Larson, Estevan, Saskatchewan, September 25, 1949.

(140) The Standard Church of America eamd the Church of the Nazarene took many of the
early converts. Afterwards the Free Methodist Church emrged as all pawerful
and the Holiness people that had attended the Standard Church armd the Hazarene
Church drifted to the Free Methodist denominations Fimlly, a P4 .0.C.
assembly was established and took many more of lire. Odergaard's corv ertse

(141) The Standard Church & America is an offshoot of the Holiness loyement Chur ch

. founded by Bishop Ralph Horner in 1899, The Standard Church folloved American
irmigration into Canada and was soonr eplaced by the Camdian Holiness Mor ement -
Church (Horreritesj. It sought to perpetuate the Wesleyan Methodist theology
by perpetueting the revival, camp meeting aml altar ¢alle The Holine ss Movement
Church Superintendent is now Reve Ee Ge Smith, Edmonions Reve Ee He Childerhouse
is the Superimt endent of the Holiness Bible School, McCard, Sasl tchewan. :
Annual camp meetings are held at Killarney, Dauphin ad Melfate Although
the sect is rapidly declining, a etive churches are maintained in Sask etchewan
ot Tompkins, Cadillae, Swift Current, McCord, Alida, Manor and Melfort.
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seemed doomed t0 Toss after bril]iam: Apostolic and Church of God advances in the
southwestern section of the province, 2 newray of hope appeared with the opening of
a healing campaign conducted by Dr. Charles Se Price in 1927. Many comverts were
made, but many who were healed mwver came into the Pentecostal Movemente ‘Inmiia*uely
& weakness became apparent in the Moose Jaw emnt ngpris,e.
Tﬁg Mo®m e Jaw mission was opened as an independent Pent ocostal mission be cause

it came imto existence prior tothe f ormation of t ks Assemblies of God, or the P4 .0.C.
‘ Chegsing toremsin idd ep-end‘em‘; after formal organization had oceurred at Spri_zg field,
the Pentecostal Mission at Moose Jaw be came a prey toereryevangelistic movemen: that
'entered the town. Fa example, the couverts of the Dr. Charles S. Price healing
campaigns entered the Free Methodist Church of the Church of + he Nazarene. At
Weyburn exd Mexim there were Pent ecostal a ssemblies a,f_'filiaﬁed with the Assemblies
of God which ecould receive the converts but at Mow e Jaw there was no fully affiliat ed
assembly of the Pentecos tal rersuasione Never-l;heless, it appears strange t hat

Pext ecostal believers should enter churches teaching the "Spirit bapiism by £2ith only"
when there was an independent assembly inthee itys . The ounly possible answer seems

t0 be that there wasv some strength in the union of all left-~wing evangelis‘cic groups

at the time. This explanation is suggested by the dis banding € tl .Standard Chureh

of Ameri rica anl the entry of Holiness people intothe Free Methodist Chwrche Realiza-

tion of the weakness of a poliey of not orrfa‘nzz.n” assemblies of Pentecos tal believers
immediately following evangelistic campaigns came too lates In 1931 the P,A.0.C. tried
to follow up the Dre. Charles S. Price campaign of earlier years by an eleren month
campaign conducted in Odergaard's mission. About glxty conversions were meade and she
Pe4.0.C. seized the opportunity to purchase the abandoned Standard Church bulld:.ng.

The first attempts at urban evangelism had resulted in independent and affiliated

missions being Bounded in Mo e Jaw.




The second field opened by the Pent ecostal faction was Saskatoon. This city

Was destined to become the District administrative centre of+t heP.A.0.C.y vhe seat

of the Bible ColTlege and the home of imd ependent thought within the Movemente Duri ng
the First World War the Baptist churches experienced a m rked axpangion in Saskatoon
‘vhich was indicative of Fud amentalist interest. The Holiness Movement came into
theregion during the wer and immediately after -f:he cessation of hostilities the

flI‘ st Pentecostal mission was opened. In 1921 a hallw asrented ior meetings and the
baptism experience was received by se\ferafl, Eventually, Reve We MeAlister came for
a series of'special meetings ani confirmed a flouriShing s.'séembly._ The assembly
was finally confirmed and pamanently established under the minis-bfy of Reve. (George

‘A. Chembers in 1922, (142)

The Saskatoon assembly soon became very independent in+ hought and cor ributed
heavily to the orgenization and ¢ onsolidation- of‘,;i;he Pentecostal faction in northern
Saska tchewan, 1In 1924, the_yéar the anmal Conference of t he western Canads Bistrict
of the Assemblie s of God was held in Saskatoon, a mové wa.s s*ta.rteci 10 organize g -
district separaie from the Western éa.naﬁa Distriete As furth‘a' evidence of indepen-
dence, a thr ee month Bible course was opened in theec itye (1&3) The f ollowing year

the new ideas had gained such credence that the anmal Conference held at Winnipeg

'orga:ai'zed separate proving-ial Districtsand opened a Pent ecostal Bible ‘Sch‘ool in

Winnipege Reve We McAlister was installed as first Superinterd ent of Sasl tchewan
inx ecognition of evangelis‘t_ic_ work in the provinece, particularly in ¢ he northern
sections Moreover, a tir ee-monith Bible course continued to be oifered at Saskatoon.

Dre Je. Bustache Purdie, a conr erted Anglican clergyman who md originated ihe ideg

. e
of a Bible course, left Saskatoontotake charge of the first Bible School{i}a Winnipege

(142) interview, Hirs. We Je Patterson, Regina, Seskatchewan, July 8, 1949,

A' 1(143) Letter from Reve Re Eo McAlister, 59 Eglinton Ave., Taronto, Augwt 28, 1949,
o Cfe British Columbia Digtrict Conference Minutés, Vole I, pele '
Distriet Executive Minutes, Saskatoon Conference, Assemblies of God, Sprirgfield
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The importance of the Saskatoon assembly in thee arly work of establishment is ¢ lear.
The contribution in initiative was nothing short of remarkable ¢ onsid ering the rela-
tive novelty of the Saskatoon worke
Sask atoon continued todemonsirste aggressiveness under the P.A.0.C. a gani zetion.
In 1928 the Saskatchewan Distriet Superintendent along with other Western Superint en-
dents of the Assembiies of God attended the First General Conf erenég at London, Ontarig
and agreed on thef ormation of the Pen ecostal Assemblies of Camda. Sask atoon re=
meined administrative cenhre for the District of Saskatchewan a nd contined :.ts vigor-
ous policy of consolidation. By 1938 theassagbly had erected a beautiful church
building, the Elim Tabermclre, and the Bible course had developed into o full-fledged
E Bible Schoole The first Bible School was organized for the Distriet at Star City by
. Reve Percy Hunt and Reve Gea ge Hawtine It was soon moved to buildings in Saskatoon
ocecupied by the Elim Tabernacle and there became ineorporated and officially recog=
‘  nized by ﬂle P.A.0.C. as the Bethel Bible College. Indeed, the Pentecostal work in
Saskatoon had contributed as muchy 1f not more, than other urben cemires +o the Yove-
mente
Following the opening of Pentecostal work in Saskatoon, a Mre. J. Lankin opened
aPentecostal Mission in Regina destined o establish g permanent adherence. Although
his evengelistic work was soon assumed by Apostolic teachers,the Pentecostal believers
of German racial originr emained f irm in their support of Trinitarian doctrines.s 1In
| ;:5 11923 the Pentécostal faction received new stimulus in Regina with the arrival of lire and
Mrse We Jeo Pa:b'terson, pioneers for "Pembecost" and converts of the Sad{atoonrev:.val '
of 1921. These p:.oneers not only bolstered thefaith of former adherents who had gone
over to the Apostolic faction, but they secured new converts from the Christisn and
Missionary Alliance which had recently opened s workv in Regina and was laying plans
" for a Bible College. r(-llLf}:‘) Otherwise, it was truet hat the Pert ccas talsand Christian
ard WMissionary Allisr e people had closse fellowshiip ® causet he Pattersons md en-

couraged the Pentecostal believers %o attend Alliance services rather than Apostolic

(144) Mrse W MeKilop, Calgary Family Welfare Bureau, Calgery, Alme, July 12, 1949,
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E services in the absence of regular Penmtecostal services. As a result,when t he
‘ Pervcostals received a church building of their own follaving a c aompaign by Reva

H:.W; McAlister in 1927, the Christian and Missigﬁgry;Alliance people helped clear
>thedeb£ contractede (145) So the Pentecostal factionestablished ana ssembly in
Regina capable of offering support to the Movement in lgter years.

Suppe + tot he Movement ceme first in the form of +he building of a Sunlay
School worke The assembly as formed after the McAlister campaign in 1927 wa s
left in a very disarganized state. The Sunday Schoolvvofk was negligibles There=
fore Messrse Ge Griffon.apd Ae Matheson ac¢cepted the arduous tagk of buiiding up
a Sunday School attendance that would guarantee future interest in t he Perecostal
work in thecitys After the attendance was raised to over ninety it was d ecided
to move the assembly from its location in the residential section to ad owntown
sites This move generally upset the Sumay School and it was not until the
purchase of Wesley Methodigt was mgotiated in 1940 that the Sumlay School was re-
built,

Secondly, the Regina assembly offered support o+t he Mor ement by sponsoring
missions ieﬁdjacent townse An aggressive assembly wes sponsored in thevillage
of Pense. However, the ?ense Assembly colipsed during the depression gars that
follared its organization. Numerous families mové& away and despite tithing and

. Home Mission Funds the‘work had to close. Although similar missions were spon-
sored in other towns by the Regina assembly, the'work‘ended infailure with the
coming of the depression. The P.A.0.C. suffered from thed epression as did the
line c hurches. It remaiﬁad for the newer sects within the Movement to devise
methods of maintaining widespread rural works in thedepression and drought-ridden

southe 5ti1l, the work begun by Mre J. Lankin hed brought many people into the
Movement in the Regina areae
| Coms iderable gains were made in Saskstchewan by the Apasstolic or "Omeness" ,

faction which opened its provincial campaigning in 1920 in the Swift Current areae

Although the Apostolic factionremained secorl ary to the Pentecostal faction in the
(145) Interview, Nre and Wrs. We J. Patterson, Regina, Saske, July 8, 1949, .
Interviewy, Reve Ae Barbour, Bethel Templé, Regini, Saskeys July 7, 1949,
_ Interview, lrse Te Day, Regine, Saske, July 8, 1949,




Movement s gains, it succeeded in making its greatest gains in Saske tchewan.

Besides, it succesded in eliminating .all effective P.A4.0.C, competition in +he
Southwest, the brown soils belt. (145) To begin with, vhe Apostolic doctrine was
more radical and unorthodox than Pentecostal doctrine. It is iwmt eregting to note
that the more radical faction-captured the open prairie region, the dark soils
aréa.. Otherwise stated, the Pen'becqstal faction made its greatest gains in the
more settled and stable area of the province. On the other mnd, the Apostolic
faction made its gains in the area of least stability or wealth. It seems sigm
nificant that the Apostolic work in Saskatichewan began in the eérly twenties and

in the Swift Current "dust bowl" r egione

North of Swift Current, in the little prairie t own of Hughion, lire Je Ce Lovick,

a machine anl insurance agent, was undergoing a spiritual erisis that would result
in him bcecoining the chief persom lity in thee vangelism of the Apostolicffaith in
the Southweste Lovickwas more than an insurance agent; hewas a Bibles tudent
and firm believer in theeﬁcperience of "Pentecoste” It was nosw prise to his
neighbours when he suddenly sold his bﬁsiness, in 1921, andw ent out "by faith",
#nd the money he had gathered, to open a mission in Swift Currente.

In thecity of Swift Current he found a mucleus of Pent ecostal believers, the
result of a campaign cénd.u.céed' earlier by Rev. A. MeAlistery Hovever, the Pen- |
tecostals did not receive his doctrin_e o ministry. Undauns ed, he opened a mig=
sion int he basement of an abandoned Methodist church and called in lMisses Peden
a1d Adrewsy who md kindled the Trossachs revival for the Pentecostals several
years before. (147) i,ovick found the opposition toog reat in Swift Current aud

left the field to other campaigners to open services in more promising centres.

(146) Cf. Statistical Table VII, Appendixe. Saskatoon is thecentre of Pewt ecostal
work in the province. The Avostolie work is cembred ground Swift Current and
Regins,

(147) 1Interviow, Mr.s nd lirs. George Hadler, Swift Current, Sask., July 9, 1949,
Interview, Miss I, Burgess, Swift Current, Saske, July 9, 1949.
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The first of these cemtres visited by Lovick was Moose Jawwhere s permanent

work was established. The old Sherman Theatre, now the Royal Theatre,vas the site
of the great 1926 campaigns. Divine healing was emphasized and no smell stir was
createds (143) As cow erts were made by the score Reve Frank Smmll, moderator of

' the Apostolic Church of Pentucost, came o aid Lovieks The result was the eresction

of"a spacious temple on one & +the main thoroughfares int hed ownt own area.  There=
upon Lovick repeated the approach in Reginae. Within six months the evangelistic
and, eiing services held in a downtown theatre were r eplaced by regular services

\'in‘ 2 Brge modern temple complecely equipped with grayer rooms, Sumiay School TOoomS,

recreation hall, printing press and cont'essivanl  From Hegina Loriek moved on to

Yorkton, to Saskatoonandiinally into Alberta. (149) Lovi\ck can be coms idered’ as
the pioneer of Apostolie work in the ﬁrovj.nce of Sadkatchewan. His iﬁchniqués were
not new to the Movement nor was his delivery or mwssage different to that of the
"eireuit riderse™

Attention in the Mor ement was soon recalled to Swift Cuw rent with { he apm arance
of a second "prophet" in the person of Reve Edmund Butler. So great was the general
stir caused and so numerous were the convérsions during this second Apw tolic campaign
that the revival has beenr emembered as the "Butler Revival." Cow ersions amounied
to an s gtimated two or three humiréd, but the number of transients Ijﬁeac‘hl'ed was greate

In nmo section did the Movement a.ttracf more atitentiont han intwe Southwest. Butler

s

was. .not )qnly’ a convincing evangelist, hewas coneciliatory towrds the Pent ecostal

© (148) Interview, Mr, a nd Mrse. Fe March, Moo e Jaw, July 7, 1949,
Interview, Pastor Re McCrae, Ap® tolie Temple, Moose Jaw, July 7, 1949.

(149) 1In Moose Jaw the Ap® tolic Temple was situated on High Street. Heve. Re. Dawson,
former Regina aldermanandclothier, ® ceme pastor ami directed hepiriual
ard temporal affairs of thea ssembly. In Regina Reve Ae Storie fim need
the costly ud ertakings. Wre O. J. Lovick, however, ¢ id not s tay with the
Ape tolic factionand settle in aremunerative pastorate.  Hef im 1ly entered
the Universalist Mor ement o :
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._beﬁ&ers andgained ¢l ir support to present a united front to the line ¢ hurches,
’ Cowr ersely, he was scarcely diplomatic in hisrelationsw ith the liue chw ches.
' . The Butler Revival culmz.nated in a wave of persecub:r.ons. Rev. E. Bubler withstood
'in public the statement made by a Xocal pastor tha‘b allsoldiers who lmd died in
battle were gvs tified by God because they had died fordle irc ountry. (150) windows
were smashed, 'hel ephone and +elegraph l:mes were cu'b, rotten eggs were pelied at the
"Ioly rollers" and finally a fire hydrant was opened on ore o the evening services.
The persecution but added to the determination of the Movement. Ther esuli, need-
less tosay, was the opposite to that intended by the persecut ors. | Thereafter, the
lovement gained prestige and a certain amofint of re’spec'tabiliﬁy in the community.

The first result of the Butler Revival was t he founi atioﬁ of a witness in Swift
Current which in later years evangelized the entire adjoining region. Tre d owntown
building where Butler had held his campeign was rent free for sixteen years, so great
was the financial response to+thecempaign. Eventwally, the Full G pel Chw ch was
ercctede. From this church several men and w omen volunt eered for the overseas mission,
~ and many carried the doctrines of the Movement tothe surrouding vills ges andtowns. (151;)

A second result of the Butler Revival, and a direct result of the euthusiasm of
the mmbers of the Swift Curremt Full Gspel Church, was the beginning of 2 ¢ amp
;n'ee'bing. Mre. H, Hadler and Nr. He Holland had begun evangelistic services in near-by

towns when they beceme aware of the desirability of acamp me eting.  Accordingly,

(150) Interview, Mr.and Mrs. George Hedler, Swift Curremt, Sask., July 9, 1949,
Interview, Miss I. Burgess, Swift Current, Saske, July 9,‘1949.

(151) Interview, Wr. and Mrs. George Hadler Swift Current, Sask., July 9, 1949,
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the first Apostolic camp meeting was called at Seventeen Mile Bridge, north of

) .‘Sm'_'f"b Currents This camp was carried out emtirely on+i heiree-will oifering plan

: ﬁi'hh 2 11 food, clothing,accomodation a.ndt ert s supplied by donmation. In thesecond
camp meeting the roots of t e Grenfell Bible College arewo beiound. Many young

people ielt a call into the ministry and a training school nad o be & ganizeds The

Severt een Mile Bridge Camp became the property of the Apcs tolic factions A perma-
nent taberm.cle and dining hall were erected and permaent housing facilities con~
structede ‘hec amp Beame an annualaffair af no sm 1l 1 proportions as a direct r esult

of the Builer revival and Swift Surrent assemblye

) Afh_hird development i ollowed the Butler Revival in ther ise of a new persoulity
that came intoihe Iimelight during the Swift Current me etinge Mre Te Se Aw iring,
a wealthy fa.rﬁer vho r eceiveéd the "beptism® in Swift Current during i he Butler Rgvi-
val, sold his .Larm md entered the ministry. 1in abou’t 1924 he began his career as
an Apostolic evangelist m‘.’ch a noisy revival in Morse. Through vhe alfbaged healing
of acripplel womanwhose husband was opposed ©o i he Movement, a small rural work
Was starteds In time, numbers were addedto the assembly anl cungiderable success
came with the P arse Austring remained um ffected by such initial success ard attri-

buted 21l his work t o the paver of prayer. That he believed thisto be true is

evidenced by his practice of spending hours in prayer, inmd eed, some time s as long

as a whole day p'éying in the fie 1dse Austring hed won himself a pice in the
Apostolic hall offame. B
Sule squent revivals but added to his fame as a "man of God"s. In Halgeville,

he & ed the technique of filling the sects with beliovers froms urrounlirg districts,

to attract a good attendance. Thegeneral aimosphere of cors ent and the sppearsnce



79«
of good attendance and respectsbility was a large factor in ringing the timid soul
to thealtars (152) The campaign in Ste Boswekl's resulted in similar saccesse
Hmarever, the sucecess here can not be attributed solelv to theevangelism of the
Hovemm_t. In the Southwestern part of the province s thinning of populatlon was
gererale Consequently, many churches were forced toc lose down kecause they were
unéble_ to supporf a minister; The Movement;seized the.advantage and manasged to
: 'cérry onwith the more adaptable techniques of local supply, iﬁmerant mlnlsters,
cami: meetings and spontaneous worshipe Austring formed a group c.f Wlievers in
S"li». 'B'os‘wells. Duringt he drought years they pur cha.sed the local abamloned church
a.nlci a; Jarge comgregationwas built up presentlys It seems particularly clear that
Austring's work met with approval because of economic end fimmneial conditions exist=-
E ing at the times By allying ttmelf with the f orces oftemperance and morsl regenera-
tiony by revoliing against the Jine churches, the Movement was exi)ressing its dis-
app oval of economie con'troi by a few capitalists and politicalorfbhodoiy inr eligious
termse In fact, the advances made by the Movement under Mre Te Se Austring's guid-
ance were but one m nifestation of the religious revolt that accompan;‘.ed the econo=-
mic ad political revolt of the Weste '(153) |
The "fourth proph et" of tis Apostolic faith in the Morement's revolt in the

 Southwest was also a man of humble originse George Hadler, one of t he founders of the

' {152) Interview, Mre. George Hadler, Swift Curremt, Saske, July 9, 1949.
During the course of the interview lir. Hadler stateds " One night somcelighteen
peopledrove fifty miles in a howling blizzard tos ttend anerangelistic service
in Hodgeville, It was at that time that Ifelt acall to help Br other Aigtringe
Many converts were made, but the huste nds ofsome ofthe o lieving women, the
local lawyer and the localeditor formed a nuckeus of resistance that became
more than passive. Women were the most regular attenders, but one night the
hall was packed and after the meeting the erh ire crowd r emained for theafter-

. meetings A great permanent assembly was built inthiswayees"

(153) Austring soonfound the American field more remunerative snd opened ar adio and
missionwork in Minot, North D kota. His role in the history of t he Apos tolic
work in Southwestern Saskatchewan iswithout equal, with+t he possible exception
of thework accomplished by Hadlere.
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Gren.f.'ell Bible Colk ge éndfthe Seventeen Mile Bridge camp ms eting, opened up eount less

assemblies -h:) Apostolie work in the Swift Current areae  Always his k bours were with-
oz‘i‘t personal gain,. inl eed very often without any remuneration at alle (154) fThe
Smumvon church stamls as s fine tribute 0 his Leboubs. (155) Although most of the
reviw}a.ls conducted by this sef-effacing evangelist resulted in m.ny being converted;
'fh_e most brillisnt campaign of his ministry took plce in 1935 at Pelcher Lok e
, The Pelcher Lzke revival started with the comversion of+twow omen indesgpair who
were on the point of suicides Prayer m etingé were sterted in a mivate home near
the lake after this remarkable conversion, and lr. George Hadler soon Ind a full-seale
rev:_ival oﬁ his Im®l se Intrue Movement fashion the 'prayer me etings often lasted gll
night in search ior baptism experience. Eventw 1lly scores of péople received the
ba;p%,ism experience in Hadler's meebtings at Pelcher Lake and were beptized in the la.ke._ ,
I'In one particular meeting Hedler saw fou;“teen people "fall under +the p@z'ér of God."(156)
The close of the revival was s dromatic as ¥ts beginninge It is best related in"-the
word s off the evangelist himselfs "The last service held in a schoolhouse was one of

extreme conviction and a final e ppeal for the lgst whowere present resulted inw hat

would appesr to be at this time the finalconvietion of the Holy Ghoste  Almost immedizte-

- ly after this meeling the Spirit of God seemed to 1ift from the district and all the
saved but one famiby mored awaye" (157) This event seemed to be the turning point in
the expansion of the Apostolic dosctrine in’ va.ll Saskatchewane TFowc owwerts were made

- after 1935, Nevertheless some two + housand peopls had be en brought into the Movement

(154) Of all B dders of the Wovement interviefzed, Hadler left the greatest impreg~
' sion of self-effacement and sbsolute sinceritys .

(155; Unlike many of the other Aostolic ministers, Hadler owns no church bu ldings
or other property used forreligious meetings or CEMD Se

(156) Interview lire George Hadler, Swift Current, Sask., July 9, 1949,
k 4

(157) Imterview, Wr. George Hadler, Swift Current, Saske, July 9, 1949,
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by the four evangelist of the Apostolic fagtionms

Besides the Pentecostal and the Apostolic factions of the liovement in Canada
there are, ’o.»‘;‘ ¢ curse, the numerous independent sects of the Movemente In no province
‘ar;e the sm 1ler sects of the Movement better repres;én'ted than in Saska “‘cchewan.‘ To

- begin with, the Church of God is known dnly in Sasgkatchewane The Church of God

1ls an American sect with a mem}?ership‘of some.eighty thousand and headquarters in
w , ,

_ Tennessee. It entered Canada in the early 1920's and mde its Camiian headquarters
.va‘fl Estevan. (1'581)’ Fron Egtevan it established assémbliesﬂvat Yaple Creek; Gould town,
Corsul, Robsardl, Goodlafnafs',“cu'bram and Rolling Hillse The Church of God ’hﬁs
: v];'jjmi't'ed»"idcg?fi-eild of op’érat;’.ons in danada to southern Saskaé:kzh.ewan. Horever, it
rema:med fiénam ilally and spiritually secure vhen the o-bher_'h sections of the ov ement
were beginning to show signs of weaknesé during the height of thedrought and de~
préssion. It was a’t_)le to meintain its position and meke su’osc;mhiél gaiﬁs mcause

of fim mw'ial support from the seet in< he United Staies, and because of a peculiar
{iraw ial policy in Canadae The Church of God a dopted the means developed by the
fermers? organizations - 'i;hé poole (159} The finaw es irom the assemblies from
Alaska ©0 Haiti were pooled and the poorer gssemblies were sustéined. Finally,
the Church of God Was'able +0 nake sub sté,n'&ial gains at the ,expenée of cbher seetions

of the Movemerls In Moose Jaw the P.A.0.C.y ind ependent Pentecostal follarers of

Mre Os Odergaard and Apostolics all suffered losses to the Cauwrch of God durixg the

(158) The term "Church of God" leads to no end of confusionlw ithin the Mo emente.
‘ There are five sects called by that mme in America. = The sect with which we
are here concerned is the onewhich in the United States census is listed
merely as Church of God. The Ipadquarters are in (leveland, Tennesses, and
the membership was listed in 1947 as 77,926 in the United Statese The other
Movement sects that are sometimes confused with the sect in questionares .
Pentecostal Church of God of America; The (Original) Church of Gods; and the
Negro sect, Church of God, Holinesse Thenthere exist numerous Holimss sects,
those not acceptiing the Baptism of the Holy Ghost with thes ign of "speaking
in tongues"y Church of God (Anderson, 1lndiana); Church of God (Ap® tolic);
Church of God as Organized by Christ. One reaches almost a ecomplete state of
corfusion in the proper separation of sects with the title "Church of God™
wen it is realized that the Church of God, Holirms ss is not a Holiness but

& Perb ecostal sect, and that the Church of God(Apas tolic) is not an Apoes tolic
sect but a Holim ss secte

(159,.‘) Interviewy Mreand Mrse. Te Marsh, Moose Jaw, Saske, Judy 7, 1949,
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4 . second World War. \In"i§45 this expansion reached g maximum with ©he purchase of the

FsA0.C. church in Moose Jaw and the erection of g Church of God Bible School at
Outrams (160) The Chureh of God seems permanently established in Saskatchewan but
there are few indications that it will attain the success reached by either the
Pentvecostal or Apostolic factionse

the early Trossachs revival paved ihe way for two s ectarian movemen s wh:.ch seem
permanently established in the province of Saskatchewan but, like ihe Cnurch of God,
have not at'ba:z.ned the success experienced by the Pentecostala ml Apstolie groupse
It will be reca.LLed that the Irossachs revival s*car*bed as an 1ndependem “penecos‘tal"
m.;.ssz.onand developed intoan annual camp meeting frequen*l;ed by Peni eeostal nd Apaes tolie
adherentse in ﬂadv:x.u.e an 1ndependen't mission known as the Full Gospel Missionw as
opened to provide a place of worship for non—aff:.l'u ated "pent ecostal people" associa-
ted with the Tr® sachs camp e etings. Tn 1922 the pas‘bor of the Full Gs pel Mission
was asked to mrry two members of the Radville assembly.  Finding himself without
proper amthority to perform marriages be obtained a prov:mc:.al clerter for the assembly.
The charter gave the Radville a ssembly author:.ty to ordain minis uers 8s well as to
perform t he usual rites associated withreligious societies.  The Radville a ssembly
in thisway found itself entrusted with p;ower's éccorded to pbpular denomirationse
The reupon, the benefits of the Radville charter were extended to other ministers whose
congregations grew out of the Trossachs me etings. (161) A sectarian movement was

quickly developing from the Trossachs camp ne eting.

(160) Interview, Mr. and Mrse Te Marsh, Moose Jaw, Saske, July 7, 1949.

The Swift Curremt Public Library is also a good source of Chueh o God pub-
licationse None of this m terial being svailable for reading out of the Lib-
rary it was impossible to gather any information from that source. The heade
qurters of Church of God constantly avoids requests for inform tion or
statistics.

(161) Letter from Reve Qe S. McLean, Prircipal, Full Gospel Bible Gollege, Eston,
Saske, October 15, 1949. The Full Gospél conmw ction grew solely out o +the
desire for legal recognition. There was nodesire £o form a new denominatione
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The Full Gepel Mission became the source for-two separaje movemern: s, The

first of these was later known as the Grace Movemente Reve He Go McVety, who preached

at the Trossachs camp me etings and exercised his miﬁistry url er the provisions of
the Full Gospel Mission cherter, was the founder of +the movemer:. In 1938 he began

to preach a da trine called “"eternal security. "  The dectrine taught that all e lievers .
who had been comverted and received the "enduement" were definitely saved until the
~day of final judgement. (162) The doctrine further stated that once a person ex-

perienced "regeneration -hhé:t person hel his eternal security settled in heaveny and

ultimately hewould persevere through the grace of God and mve r be lost although

a period of "backsliding'; :ﬁight occurs (163) . The assemblies adhering to McVety's
doctrine separated thanselves fromb-the Full G p_‘el Misgions g nd _d'ganizedt he Grace
Gospel lixﬂissions whichwas régis-l_:ered at O‘htawa._ _ 'Ihe Grace Movemen-tf thus emerged from
the Radville group a.s‘ a separafe sect 'beé.ching .a distinet doctrine from the Full Gos~
pel Mi‘ssion, although the source of diéagreeanent had been one of personali}'ties and
not da trine. (164) |

The second group to emerge from the Full Gospel Mission was the Evemg elical

Chur ches of Pentecoste ,(165;) During the sumer 0£ 19‘44 at Trogsachs camp it was decided

1o @ ganize an independent school for religious training for the ydung people in the

| Radville areae. The site chds{er; for this s chool, later called the Full Gapel Bible

(162) Interview, Dre J. E. Purdie, Winmipes, Mamitobae November 1, 1949,
Interview, Ure and Mrse We J. Patterson, Regina, Saske., July 7, 1949,

Letter from Reve Ge Se McLean, Principal, Full Gospel Bible Institute, Eston.

(163) The adherents of the Prophetic Bible Institute, Calgary, teach a similar doc-

‘ trine. Tt has some of the Predestination flavour of Presbyterianism, and cer=
tainly a tinge of Calvinism. The Berean Bible Cocllege, Colnry, a Furidsmenta-
list school separated from Premier Wanning's group, tcaches similar int erpreta~
tions.

(164) Interviewy Dre Je Ee Furdie, Winnipeg, November 1, 1949.

(165) It is impartant tod istinguish between the Apastolic Chw ch of Pentecost, the
Apostolic group o ganized by Frank Samll in Winnipeg, am the Bvangelical
Chw ches of Pemtecost, an independent outgrowth of the Full Gospel Missionss
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Institutey was at the t own of Eston. The imdequacy of the Radville charter asa .
legal channel for an expanding group and the new feeling of achievement which fol-
lowed the establishment of the Full Gospel Bible Irsti'lﬁute led 1o the i ormation of
the Evangelical Churches of Pentecoste (166)‘ A federal charter was secured and a
new sect was createde Each assembly and missionary enterprise would c¢ontinue to be
independent. However, each assembly could employ the legal recognition granted in
the federal charter to perform the rites and ceremonies associated with a regular
cl ergy, administer property and mai‘n-tavin the school and printing establishment at
Eston. It was clear that independent works wouldarentuall& lead to sectarian o gani-
Z’a,'liidnc - AN
o The sixth group within the Movement that isa ctive inif}_;‘SasIa tchewan’is the sgﬁsa—- |
tionalist, revolutionary and exclusivé Ca.nadian contribution,-;;éiéhe’ New l‘lrg_._r_;g or 3@91_1

Group. Besides being a fruitful bed for sectarianism, pérficularly of a Pentecostal
nature, Saskatchewan has produced g sec't which. it can claimﬁas its childe. 'Although

an unruly child, the Sharon Group has attracted great world-wide interest within the
Perecostal Movanen't. Knov@ veriously as Sharon Group, New Thing, Independent Assem-
blies of God gnd New Light, the doctrine has sprea.d from its headguarters at North
Battleford into every section of the North Americanc ontinent. Whereas the original
message of “penpeost®came from the United States to Canala, the New Thimg is going out

from Camnda fbo the United States. It seems nothing short of phenomensalt hat this

doctrine should heve coused such division in the Movement within a period of a few

(166) Reve Ae Marshall, pastor of an indeperdent assembly at Athabaska, first sug- ,
gested that incorporation would be valuable for the holding of real estate.
The Evangelical Churches of Pentecost was com eived asthe legal arm of
the ministers and people asscoiated with the Trossachs camp m eting, the

full Gospel Missionand finally tbe Full Gospel Institute. '
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yearses 'i‘hfé N'ew-fming in ;’L'bself, nevertheless, is not very original in Penpcosial
‘t‘:hough'h op doctrines but represents a sudden combustion or ferment of Peniecostal
'fhough'l:. (167) It has brought into prominence de trines propagated vwithin the Move-
;nen_*b by four previous schools of t houghte

VThe first elanent comributory tothe North Battleford revival be came evident at

~ the Log Angeles "world-wide camp me eting" in 1913, A group headed by Reve George Be
. Studd claimi to have received the revelation of a "new thing"e Reve Georgég; Studd
was the pastor of the Belvedere Taberrmcle in Los Ahgeles for »’e ight years anduduriné
that time spent hislarge forfune in -Ehe support of Apae toiic.fforeign missions. More
impcx"bé.nt than his mission support to the Movement as a vhole was his uneasy search
fér the definition of the "mewfiing." The dacirine was based on ﬁ)roph”etic scriptures
. and set the sectarian nature of the Movement in the earlydays in cléar relie fo {168)
The Aprs tolic faction with its distaste fore entralized control and definite de trinal
statements was vparticﬁlarly susceptible to the doctrine that further revelation was
yet to come to the Movemente A search for e "fuller light,” a term in itself ambi=-

guous, and the "new thin_g"' beceme an obsession with many Pentecostals who had experi-

(167) All the early leaders of the Pentecostal Movemewt in Camda, of Penvects tal

. and Apostolic factions, admit that a prophecy was made during the initial
Azuse Street revival that a grest revivel would begin in Northern Canadae
Only the followers of the Sharon Group c onsider the North Battleford revival
'as the event propheciede The belief in prophecy is ¢ ormon t othe Pemt scostal
Movemente .

(168) The seripture upon vhich the idea of a '"new thing" was W sed isfound in the
Book of Isaiah 43: 18, 19. The King Jemes*® Version readss "Remember ye not
the f ormer things, neither consider the things of olde Behold, I will do &
new things now it dm1l spring forth; shall ye not know it ? I willeven
meke s way inthe wilderness and rivers in the desertse" :

(169) Mrse I. We Day, Regina, Saske,seid in an interview on July 8, 1949: "We must
" never drive in our stakes but mast look for fuller light, a light of all the

churchese Welave to be willing for further revelationse Unbelief is the
biggest monster among God's chiliren. We must get the paver to go anl witness.
Many Pentecostals tarry through until they get the tongues but not until they
get the powere™ Mrse I. We Day is not only a Sharon Group enthusiast, she
has recently opened her home torsligious services on behalf of the New Thing.
Her attitude towards religion and pentecostalisms eemsq uite representative
of the groups' thoughte. :




bearing the name "New Thing" but always these groups were local andt emporarys

The "new thing" remained very promihenb in Pentecostaldiscussion, but always un-
defined.

The second con'hri‘bu‘tory development was a sudden stress onfasting. The ascetic
type of prolonged fasting was advocated to Pen'becostal people by Franklin Hall in a
book vwhich appeared in 1946, (170) Complete sbstention from food and drink as a
preparation for the receipt of a special spiritual blessing began to be preached by
many Pentecostalse At the Twent tieth District Council in Saskatoon the P.A O.J. laid
dovn 'bhe broad prineiples of fastinge. (171) However, Hall's theories ha,.l found cre=-
dence and became very evident in the doctrines of the Sharon Groupe

The Branhem healing cempaigns a.ppeéred as the third coutributory development

in the emergence of the Sharon Groupe Reve William Branham's healing campaigns
merg D

differed from the common Pentecostal type of healing service comsiderably. The alleged

healings were not invoked by the prayers of the pastor and the congregation but by
the lgying on of handse This msthod of healing‘by. the iméosition‘ of hands called
forth severe criticism by the P.A.0.C. (172) The percentage of healings claimed
as well as the emergence of a supposedly "Apostolic age practice" prepared the way
for similar claims by the Sharon Group.

The fourth development that contributed to the rise of the Sharon Group was
the growing opinion in Pen‘tecostu,l and Apostolic circles that organized religlon
or denomima‘tionalism‘w as .unscr:‘.p’uural. Although cloéely allied to the idea of a

o

"aew thing", there is substantial difference betweon thetwo idease The search for

(170) Franklin Hall, "Atomic Power with God through Fasting and Prayer." This book i
y

now out. of print but copies are available on loan from the Sharon Bible College,
North Ba't-tleford, Seske It is interesting that Pentecostalism s part of the
early aoctrine in Asig Minor condemned as liontanisme It was the Montanist
heretics who introduced strict regulated Tasting in the historic Chureite

(171) A.n unbalancedattitude towards fasting was declared parti cularly unimlthy. ‘The

ailssociation of fasting from prayer, the advertising of fasting and the purely
rhysical rather than purely spiritual exercise of fasting were all condemmnede

(172) .Manitoba Distriet Conference Minutes, January 14, 1948,

A compleie i estigation of "questionsble methods snd d oetrines" was adsred oe*"ore
a

the Branham party was to be allowed into Hanitoba P.A.0.C. assembliess. He was

never granted pemission to edsr and limited most of hiscampaigns to Alberta,
British Columbla and the American WMidwests
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further revelation was not ﬁheﬁsame as the belief thet local church gov srnmment was
superior to eentralization. Rather it was the reappearance of the initial thought
of the ’Movemen“c, the independence of all assemblies of beliererse This growing belief
within theranks of the Movement in Saskatchewan, along with the influence of the "new

thing" doctrine, the sudden prominence of fa.si:’ingland the imposition of lends in

healing services, determined the course of the SharonvGroup.
The Sharon Group bsga;xlwith the work of Reve He Holt of the North Batitleford
Church of the Fowsquare Gospele (I73) Reve H.'_Ho'l't was very im erested ins ocial

service work aend opened the Sheron Orphanage in a large downtownr esidence. (174)

To mke the enterprige as gself-gupporting as possible a farm of about one thowsand a cres
was pw;‘lcha.sed some ten miles from thec ity limitse Eventually the downtown site proved
unf évoUrable and a building was purchased at the airport. The Orphanage became secon=
dary fto Holt and he embarked upon a campaign preacning the somcalled "new thing™e

&t thet time he was joined by Rev. George Hawtin aml Reve Percy Hunt,fourﬁ ers of the

Star City Bible College and teachers at the Elim Bible Ims titute in Saskatoon. The
three men de:f‘ined"the "new thing" for the i‘if'st_ time and the Sharon snterprise entered
a period of ex’r,ension.‘

The first sbtep haken towards active evangelism and definite social service work
P .

after the gdherence of Hawbtin and Hunt to the "Holt schism" was the incorporation of

Sharon Orphzhsge =and Schools. Two more buildings were added and elaborate plans

(173) The Ims ernational Church of the Foursquare Gospel was founded by Canadian~born
lrse Aimee Semple lcPhersons. . 1% gained ¢ onsiderable support in the sarly
twenties but Later lost out tothe P.4.0.C. in Western Canads. It retained
its membership on the Pacific Coastie

(174) Letter from Rev. H. Holt, August 25, 1949., A complete outline of the sarly
work of Sharon was furnished in the letter. The letter was endorsed as an
accurate account by Reve H. Holt and Reve George H. ¥Warnock.
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were mde for the continent's largest religious training centres (175) All tose

conre cted with the Sharon ederprises felt definitely that they had bs en dealt
with by the Spirit of God. In this belief they soon r eached the height of ine
tolerance. This intolerance was first manifested in the building of a high schoall

to save teen-ggers from the "ravages of modernistic anda theistic teachingse" Within

a years time the Sharon school had expanded go as to 11ecessii:ate‘—;he erection of a
dormitory for one hundred aml fifty more studenj;s. A trade schoolwms founi ad but
the prbp_os_ed music academy, busim ss school ‘and universi’cy college were again de~

layed until fums were available and the group had gained a wider :E_‘ollowiné'. | The

social service mature of the enterprise was finelly re-emphasized with the expension

of the orphanage to include an old folk's home amd s missiom ry rest homes The
earnest zeal of the fourders remained forever clear when a plan to carry the gdspel
to the north by plane was comoleted. Global Missions was iw orporated to carrj the
gospel by plane to the Indlians, Eskimos a.nd scafqtered settlements of %,he North West
Territoriese  Sharon Airways was founded as a subsidiary totrain &oung missiompries
flying and to operate a religious mercy and hospital service, (176) Tie Sharon
Group emerged with the boldest plans of any religious sect in the Weste

Such extensive,and somewhat premature, plans‘vwere prozhp’bed by an irrespomsible
and supermaptural doctrine. The New Thing w'as_'é;efilned 85 2 restorafion of all ’the

Apostolical rites:’and poverse The doc'briries of the New Thing was that every parer

vested in Christ and the Twelve Apostles ‘wafre}f,;éﬁ:bainabie'T"againan‘;niﬁis:':myﬁﬁigal ‘body.

.The reunion of Christians was taught imminent by the rite of the imposition of

(175) The plans included a high school, Bible school, trade school, busimss '*c;ol}.éée,
) University college, orphanage, ola folk's home, missionary rest home, flying
é¢chool, hospital, tabernscles, f oreign missions headquarters, printing estab-
lighment, private airline, camp eentre and extensive dormitories.

(176) All this information was gathered from +the official publication, The Sharon
Star, Sheron Orphanage and Schools, North Battleford, Saskey December 1,
1947 to Augis t 1, 1949,
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g 6:3 handss The imposition of hands by men who felt they were called to be the

| apostles of the latter days" would impart the "nine gifts of the Spirite" These
":glf'bs were gpostolic succession and power to :mear'b the same gifts, the discernment
‘of, spirits whichcause disease and fear and power to cast these out, divine heeling
i‘r&n blessed objects or from the "apostles," the gift of foreign b nguages, the gift
of bredictive prophecy, 1the‘ power to work miracles and the power +o impart faithe
| Along with this doctrine of demonology, supernatural menifestations and spostolic
"aﬁ‘,t.i;%,hpri-ty andvv succession was an e lement of s piritualism.

| Spiritualistic trends were evident in the doc’crlne of the "man:.fes’catlon of the’
Soﬁs, of: God. " The doetrine orzglna*ted from the predlc-b...ve prophecy:.ngs of Revg
v;'l‘ao Crane of the Northwest Bible Irs{itute in Edmon’con. He believed that he e d seen
"'-a. v1s1on of the victorious saints as a mighty army. (177) His en’clre class was af-
:- Li‘ec'ted by his belief aml soon there grew the doctrine that the "elsct" would receive
| “redempt;.ve bodies" here and now and that any person whod 1ed had not men sble to
'approp-rlate the redemption body" and was therefore not one & +the "overcomerse.' In
th é’finel analysis, to be an "overcomer" meant affiliationw ith the Sharon Group.
Affiliaition'alone was believed to give hope of the ’manifes’catiom N

h Anotle r superm tural gift claimed by the Sharon G‘roup was the "heavenly cholr."
This phvnomenon wa.s su”\posedlyevldent at the Azusa Street meetings in 1906 It has

only beenev:.o".en’c in the most emotional of meetings. The phenomenon was very much

© . 1ike that of 'g eaking in +tongues." Inthis case it was a type of singing or chantine
. , . S : b i

taken up by several of thefaithfule Another variation was the "glft" o play musi=

- cal instruments without previous training. (1’70)
(1‘7’7) Iruth Advocate, Toronto, Ontariocs. August, 1549, ppe 11-13.

' 5\1'78) ”‘h° Sheron Star, I jorth B;t’cle;ord, Sack., December 1, 1948,
"It has been the conviction of some that the present anthems o the Catholic church
are copies of thos originally sung in the Spirite = The Spirit of God led this
thought to be expressed one day during the ('”‘dmon"ton, conr ention, & i gave as an
example the antiphonal singing of thetwenty=Lfourth Psalm for an example. No s ooner
had this teaching been given than God confirmed His word snd singing in the Spirit
and With the umd erstending commenced. By the mxt day the heavenly choir came into
full porver snd hmvents very straing fillel the vhble chur che It was as o mighty
organ, w ith great swelling chords snd solo parts weaving in end out, yet with
perfect harmony. "
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The most outstanding "gift".cla.imed by the Sharon sect was that of foreign
languages; Twenty missionaries have been s ent out ‘by thea £filiated Global Mis-
g
sioﬁs with the promise that when they reach their mission field ther willr eceive
the . tive 1a anguages (179) In four cases it has been possible in Canada to dis-
prove the faniastic claims of the secte The Movement has claimed from its incsp-
tion that many believers have spoken in tongues é_nd been uderstood by £ oreigners.
Nevertheless, the Sharon Group is the only pa,rt of the Movement to claim that g per-~
manent gift of languages can be imparted by ther eligious rite of the imposition of
the handse (180) Such extravagant claims hé,ve'_cgiven"ch'e' Group wide publicity but
its mambership has not been greatly incr‘eased. |
.Inc onclusion, it may be said that in no other provincevhas the Kovement been
:«ﬁore diversified in doctrine or more divided by sectarian strife. The Pentecostal

s

faction was the first foe s+ blish a permanent work through the Trossachs camp meeting

and the urban evengelistic campaigns. Th Anos*i: liec faction entered the province
a few years after the Pentecostel faction and by the efforts of Lovick, Butler, Aus fring
and Hedler won the allegiance of the Southweste. lisanwhile, an American sect, the

Church of God, sﬁccessfully engaged the field aj.dd held iss Daj.n 'Ehfough the ingenious
finawcial development of the pool. '1‘he next developmen-t was the emergence of the

eternal security doctrine and the Grace Movement at lrossachs. Thereupon there roi-
lowed the arganization oi the Avangelical Cnﬁrcixes of Penbtecost 10 uni"ce ind epend ent

Pentecostal churchess. T here arose the radical Sharon Group tesching a semi=-

H .
ja]
£
&
wd
ot

Catholic and semi-Spiritualist doctrine. Nowhere was there greater diversity within

one religious movemente

(179) Two cases in Vancouver, one at Ladner,- B. 'Cey one at Haney, Be Cs, and another
et North Battleford have been proven false by the P.A.0.C, Jomés Mah Ngun Ming,
3741 Hudson Street, Vancouver, Be Cey has disclaimed the ability of Sharon
evangelists to e ither speak or impart the power to speak the Chinese language
as claimed by The Sharon Star, North Battleford, December 1, 1349,

(180) Circular letter from Sharon Orphanage and Scihicolsy Septembér 6, 1947,




Chapter VI

Origins amd Grovd:& in Alberta




If Saskatchewan represents the height of the Mo emert 's sectarian develop~

merksy the history of the lovenm en in Alberta is one of a Fu ndamert alist group

among meny other popular Funismentallst groups. A hotbed of intellectual unrsst,

! :
of general soclal dissatisfaction and of a eraving for new idess, the West's n

ozt
"fromtier" province was dealt a heavy blow by the change in moral znd theological

idess following the First World War. 1fethodist seminaries and colleges at the
turn oi the century began to amphasize the liberal interpretation of 4 aeseripiures

and soon evolved vhe "social gospele"  The reaction to tnis was known os Funl amen=

talism, named after a series of books, ”’hp fundemeni alss A. ‘L‘es“mom, of Lruth waich

appeared in 110, Taking the definition of F‘u_ndamen’calim as broadiy meaning

the movement which seeks to r ‘e-establ‘i-sh the authoritative position of thescripe
tures in historic Protestantism, Pezﬂeéostalism is cdmpletely Furd ament alist. (181)
Being more individuglis+tic and more emouona.l than other evangelistic groups, Pen-
tecostalism has emerged as the dominant Fundamsntalist group in Alberiae

Furd amentalism tock firmer hold in Albér’ca because it was more a "Prontier™

provincs than any o% ther in the Weste The last :of the three prairie provinces 'Eo
be reached by the westward sweep of immigration and the only prorince I ving a re-
treating frontier of any coms equence at present, it seemsyespecially to deserve the
appellation of "frontier." The pioneer who had liv ed alone and had worked alone
.. developed a peculiar theology of personalsalvation. A man of impulse and very

" emotional, he believed dogmatically. in a simple faith of erdurance, responsibility
and holiness. The Fundamentalist approach to Protestantism was more likely to
appeal to hime TIts simple individual, emotional and challenging message often

succeeded in winning his active supporte t follows that the erangelistic sects

(181, The most influential Modernist is Reve He Ee Fosdicky Moderm.sm emphas:.zes
the divine in man and the educational funetions of the churche The out-
standing Fundeamentalist institutions are Westminster Semimery (Philadelphig),
Hoody Bible I titute (Chicago)s Bible Im titute (Los Ageles) and the Loundon
Bible Iwtitute. Host of the Canadian w airie Bible schools are
Fundemeriplist,
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that catered best to these needs succeeded. Consequently, it was not a coincidence
that the Pentecostal lovement arose in the American Southwesty or that it made the
greatest of its gains in the West in Albearta.

It is important, no*!:wi:bhétanding, to consider the amount of r eligious expres-
sion of a Fundamentslist nature, and of an insurgent e tures not directed in Pen~
tecostal chanmels. Religious statistics alome serve to indicate the mgnitude of
church enterprise in Western Canadae - They also dﬁzsclose a great diversity and de-
centralization of organized religione There is no lack of evangélistic ernf erprise,
but ra-b_‘h_erz' there exists a confusing variety from which to chooses (182) This variety |
has sppealed to the people because accompanied by various access’ories__in musig and
song, by street and park preaching, and sane publieity in s reverent and sincere
manner 1t has brought home the “old fashioned Gospel.." Fundementalism becomes re-
quisite to this study of the Pentecostal Rfiox'reme_n't because Pent ecostalism rose on the
tide of reaction -téi fodernismy liberalism, evolutionism, the social gospel and higher
criticism in religione

The firs-t type of Fundamert alist works were established in the West with the
arrivel of immigrents of Fundemenitalist persuasion. The Free Methodist Church was
the first 4o begin permanent work for the Fundementalist cause in Albertas As early
a8 1904 churches of that denomination were founded. As immigration iw reased,
the church expanded and a cémp meeting was begun at Alixe (183)

Similarily, at about the same time the Swedish immigrants brought the Mission

(182) Calgary, for example, cerries the following religious bramdcastss Sumr ise
Gospel Hour; Happy Hour Bible Broadcast; Child of Christ Crusade; Back to
the Bible Hour; TFemily Aliar Programme; Songs in the Night Bradcasts
There are also several Fuwl amentalist programmes re-broadeast from other
stationsy vize the 0ld Fashionel Revival Hour, Voice of Faith and the broad-
cagsts of the Three Hills, Red Dser and Pambrun Bible schoolse

(183) 1Interview, Reve Je De Kennedy, July 2, 1949.
Headquarters of the Free liethodist Church are in Winona Lake, Imdianze There
are four Canadien Conferences = Britigh Columbiz is part of Washington Conf.




.

Covenant doctrines to Alberta. These docirines were very erangeli

—
[€2]

hurch meintained sev-@ral camp meehi ingse. (184}

&

stic

teim d by the Holiness lovement Ghureh of Canala and the Salvation Army.

ey BA
2L e

$111 other camp meetings were na

All Hese

groups preached a Funlsmentalist docirine and foumd the frontier respom ive to

evangelistic efforts. Eventually, the Fumiamentalist doctrines weres *“ocused on

the citiese The coming of the 3alvation army initiated such & change

But it was not until 1925 that the Church of the Nazarene onened urban
A iy

missions in Albertzs  Although Calgary snd Idmonton be came the o emres of

k)

the evangelists also found a good response to+ heir doctrines in the

™
&

I Ve

Fudamentalisth

¢g¥e River

ar Sae ihe provineisl Bible College and annual camp me ting of the Nazarenes we

Tinally establidhed ot Red Deer. (185) ALl these works represented enter rises by

well=known Fuml amentalist groupse

1

In 1922 another denominational Fum amenmtalist gospel entered the Alberta field,

The group, however, did not represent a well-known denomin 1ztions . Imste

‘blVl’L'l es

outgrowth of Zastern independent Gospel churches snd Dre FPe e Fh ilpott's Christian
Workers Church of Canada. The Manchester Gospel Tabernscle and the Church of the

Open Bible were erected at Calgary and Swift Current res ctively to iwm roduce the

newy mrk in the

Jests  These churches became affiliated in s Fumi amext alist federa-

ulOf’l, the Associated Gospel Churchess An independent work at :Jambrvn wes maintained

and in 1928 the Moose Jaw Bible Iwmbtitute was a ganized for Christian busimss men.

{(+84)—Interview, re O. Horngtrom, Calgery, Aluvae, July 13, 1949,
Regional Ieadquarters of the sect are at 25656 Zllen Street, Wi
\ o
(185) Informaiion supplied by Reve Ae Pease, 122 14th iAvenue West,

nnipeg, iia.LLi,oo e

Headquarters of the denomination are in Kansas City, lilssourie

Lower of Calgary is Ca.asdlam Superintendente. Publidiers are
Ontarioe.

S

o
wa.

-

<L

gary, Alta

™y
il&Ve De

Toronto,




In 1932 this s chool clossd due to financial difficulties and was replaced by the
Tillar Lemorial Bible Institute st Vambrun, Saske (186} The Asscciated Gospel

Chuches represented a helfway moark between the serlier Fuwl amentalist works
brought Ifrom{he Zast or the United States and the later type ofwork $hat arose on
the Western Plaing themselves.

Funl ementalisn may in 2 s ense be defined as the searching for a "simple Bible
Taithe"  Tithin the bounmis of such a definition fall several groups whicharose in

Alberta duriwm the course of the last twenty or thirty years. The more ardent the

search for smuich a faith the more unorthodox the resulting religious doc ul‘lﬂéo It

L

was fanatical tarrying, fasting and all-nisht praver that led 4o the oeiginal

Topeks outpourings. Therefore it seems logical that similar sesrches for a 3ible

feith on the Prairies unaccompanied by tarrying and fasting should result in more
conservetive doctr ines.

The first mtive Purd amentalist works arose in Caiger;?. There in 1918 a nun-
ber of Christian men organized weekly praver meetings erd ~dlscussionse Imréasing

attendance necessitedted several moves. Eventuall in 1925, s Kadio Sum ay School
3 2 &

was o« ganized and a school for the ministry was found ede Finsally, the Provhetic
& ?

>
)

>y

ible Ivstitute wes launched with a fuli programme of home and f @ eign missiom ry
en”corpr'1 see (187) The Prophetic Bible Institute - a° Tounded by Premier Aberhart

and a curious alliance was created between Social Credit theory anl Fum smentalisme

As the Social Credit movement grew, Tui amentalism prospered alsoe  In this manner

(186 Bulletin of the Killar Iiemorisl Bible Imsti tute, Pambrun, Saske There is
a statement of doctrinal beliefs on page 6 of the booklete
Interview with Board of Trustees, Church of the Open Bible, Swift Current,
Saske July 10, 1949, '
Letter from Reve Ss L. Boehmer, Calvary Church, Toronto, Onte, July 5, 1949,

(187) Syllabus of the Prophetic Bible Institute, 516 8th Avenue West, Calgarye
Official organs The Prophetic Voice, Premier E. Manning, Editore




Calgary early became s cembre of Fundamentalisme

A similar Fuwl amentalist work appéared in Calgary in conre ction with s ocial
service and welfare worke The 0ld Calgary Missionwas opened as a revivalist and
social welfare cerre towards the close of the First World Ware 1t was soon succeeded
by the Calvary Training Certre, the Calgary Home aml Family Bureau and the Harvester
Ofgaﬂizatiorl. However, they allr etained a Fundesmentalist flavour from the 01d
Calgory Mission. (188) This tendency to division continued in 1948 with the separa=
tion of a small gx;oup from the Prophetic Bible Imgtitute, f orming the Berean Bible
Cdllege. (189) The urban Fuw ementalist works m‘tiverfl:o.fche province had proved
pérmaneﬂ: . |

| The most outstanding 'B‘und._amem alist work ngtive to Alberta arose in a rurgl
community however, *A young farmer near Three Hills, Je Fe Kirk, started a Suum éLy
School in 1921 which grew to the proportions of a 5 choole Presently he engaged the
services of an American Fun smentalist teacher and es‘cablish'ed‘ the Three Hills
Prairie Bible Im titutee = This school developed from a rural study'group t0 the
proportions of the lrgest Bible school on the continent . (190) 1Inimct, it became
the model for Bible schoolse In 1933 at Berwyn in the Peace River area people of

various Funl amert glist beliefs united to establish a s choole .The followirg year

the school was moved to Grande Prairie and in 1935 again moved. This time it

(188) Interview, Mre Be G. Leomrd, Calvary Training Cemtre, Calgary. July 12, 1949.
Interview, Mrs. We McKilop, Old Folks Home, Calgarye July 12, 1949,
All s ocial service and rescue mission work in the c¢city of Calmpry has @igivige
ed with the offorts of Mrs. We McKilops a returned missionary from China.

{189) Charter of the Berean Bible College, Registration No.61ll, Marech 28, 1949.
Religious Societies Lands Act, Province of Albertae

(190) Present registration; 1,220 students; 100 teachers.
Letter from Mr. He Ce Havensy Prairie Bible Institute Inces Three Hills, Auge
24, 1949, :
"Pirst Things Firet," pamphlet published by Prairie Press, Three Hills.
"Hoping for Nothing," pamphlet printed by Prairie Press, Three Hillso
Suml ay School Times, Prairie Press, Three Hills, Altae

. Missiongry affiliations are held with the China Inland Mission, Sudan Interior

Mission, West Indies Mission, Evangelical Alliance Missione
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was movel 1o a permanent loca'hic;n at Sexsmithe (191) Somewhat later the Prarie
Bible Irs titute beceme the seed-plot for further Fundamermalist activity. In 1946
certain students left the Three Hills school and formed an independent asgociation
of Funl ementalist churches, the Fellowship of Gospel Churches. The Prairie Bible
Insjcitu“be had mede its reputation, where its work was not sow ell-known its docw=
trijri_e‘é were carried by the Sexsmith and Lacombe factions.

. ."The ’impressiont broughout the province is at present one of tremendous activitye
j‘xﬁilitan‘b?uxﬂamem alist Protestantism seems 'bo_b‘e struggling for expression. There
is no cher explana:tiqn for the existence of Bible schools in so meny small cetires.
A1} the Bible schoolsi were built in response to some definj.te need. The impressim
gathered from indix}idual's,of various Fundsmert alist groups is invariabljr one of

“overwhelming faith and determinstion. The study of the Fuml smentalist movement

in the Christian Church readily devolves into a study of personalitiesa nd doetrinal

rivalriese It is in this respectthat the Pentecostal Movemen£ takes onadded |
gignificance in thestudy of thereligious revolt of the Weste

The fir st Pent ecostal ﬁork in the province was started by Fuxdement alist people

in the Coalhurst dist;‘ic‘b shortly before the First World War. People of Mennonite
stocky, who had received the Pentecostal message in the East or at Winnipeg during the
earliest Qa:aadia.n revivals amén’g Mennonites, began home mee-bir;gs near Coalhurste (192)
Itinerant Pentecostal Wanéelists helped build up this swall work andvithin af ew

years they had not only established a permanent assembly in Coalhurt but had also

(191) Henual of the Peage River Bible Institute, Sexsmith, Alberta.

(192) rs. K. Carruthers, 630 l4th. Avenue Wes-E, Lethbridge, gave details of the
' work started by lirs. Ce Simonette in Coslhurst before World War T.
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opened home me etings in L,et}fbri&ge. Besddes supportingt heir own pastor, the
Coalhurst assembly iinanced prayer me etings in a labour hall in the northern s ec-
tion of Lethbridge after 1917, The foller ing year the assembly was able to sup-
port two pastors, one at Coalhurst and the other at Lethbridge. (193) In other

words, the first Pentecostal work was established in the seme way as the first

Furd smentalist works in the proviuce. The arrivel of immigrants of Pewt ecostal
persuasion introduced Pentecostalism to Albertae
Next an e xhended revival campeign was planned to brimg intot he Pentecostal

fold the many people of Baptist, Mennonite, Methodist and undenominational Fundamen-

talist persussion who had shown counsiderable ii_rrteres-t in the s ensationalist da trines.
(194)  Accordingly, in 1919 an Assembly of God was founded and affiliated with the

Assemblies of Gods General Council, to give corporate unity to the e_xpectad "harvest
of soulse" Reve Je Mcilister thereupon appeared in southern Alberta todirect the

campaigne (195) For two years he held meetings in the spacious Moose Hallr and:"the

) domm'towh Dominion Block in Lethbridgees The 1920—1921 "¢ T,ﬂbr idge Revival," as

Furd ementalists in southern Alber ta nowecall it, was more spectacular and sensation=
alistic than most other Pentecostal revivals in the Wesle The phenomenon of the g
"heavenly choir,™ heard during the Azusa Street and Chi cago revivals but rarely there-

after, was widely publicizeds. (196)  Also the motor sutomatismwas very pronounced

(193) Interview lirse K. Corruthers, Lethbridge, Albertae July 11, 194
Interview, Reve Je De Saunders L sthbridge, Alberiae. July 11, 194%.
The migslon was at that time X "" mas The Pentecostal Missions 1722

s
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(194) Interview, Mr. We Hislop, Lethbridge, Alberta. July 11, 1949.
Interview, lMrse. K. Carr uth sy Lethbridge, Albertas July 11, 1949.
(195) His brother, Waliter McAlister, conducted a similar campaign in Sak atchewan.

John McAlis ter, unlike many other Pentecostal mini ters of theday, di 1id not
teach any Apostolic or lNew Thing doctrines.  His support of te ﬁ_sw.m‘hw

-

of God was beyond guestion.

(196) The "heavenly choir" phenomenon is like the "speaking in tongues." The
former consists of singing rather than speaking under trancee




ard the meetings over a perind of two vears could be described as a nightly

"hbregking through to God," theat is a complete spiritusl a nd emotional abandommer
S g s f al a men

being experienced by numerous ones of the congregation ineach meeting. {(197) Fun-
smentalisth being prevealent in southern Albérﬁa, Pert ecostalienm being part & 'bﬁe
Fundementalist movement, we can naturally under stend the special vigour of Pente-
costalism in the province.

The Pentecostal assemblies in southern Alberta were given further repuiation

g
t3

Fud amentalist circles when series of hesling misslons were opened in 194,

Revv. We™ Hie lMcAlister and Reve Je De Saunders followed up thecampaign of Zeve. J.
MeAlisver with healing campeignse {198} People who had not been a*b‘tracﬁed’by the
sj;_ncei'.ec;ﬁen'éeco sT‘,a;l‘*p:léé.i'tg "gpostolic faith and sponbtaneity™ might be a’c"tr‘acted
by the second gpprach of "healiz-gn. for the body as practised in Jesus® daye"

The success of the Divine he;a_i'ng messaze is  evident in the profusioav of pamphlets

N

now circulating in the sreay of FPentecostal and other Fumdrmentalist publicatlon,

oo

at

C‘|

esting to the miraculous healing of everything from tubercular bones +o malig
nant cancers. (199) The Pentecostal work emerged doubled in membership ad trébled
in reputations Lethbridge emerged also as the cenire of the Pembecos al work in
Aberta snd e cauo noted throughout ’chebprovvince for its beautiful Pentecostal Temple

and progressive Sunlay School; Young People's and radio broadcaste (200) It follows

that Pia& scostalism proppered better than other Funlemenalist works because it

{197) Interview, Mrs. K. Carruthers, Lethbridge, Albertas July 11, 1949,

198) Interview, Reve Je De Saund ers, Lethbridge, Albertse July 11, 1248,
b ] 4 SV o

o

(199 Cf. Chapter I. Prominent medical authorities agree thet
may become physiologicale All healings, they say , are ©
hysberi oﬂl ne.ture

(200} The Ls%hbridge ie“ald, Tethb
tory of b oin

tdee, Alberts, Ochtober 12, 1943, A full his-
3 ) 5

& & 4 re
hundred seb,’u i‘mple ig given.

full description ofthe modern three
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5 entalism of the WwOUN0018TEy Bapilsts, Nazarenes, 17 ssd Lonary Alliance
and Adventistse

7o 2 f e
e comparative vi tal:L’cv of Pentecostalism and other Pudement alist works i

A )

best studied in +! £ Calgary j i
5 vudied in the city of Calgarvye. Sy the end of the Mrst World War zll the
commonpleces Furt amert alist churches were represented except the Fenmbecositals
' i e A e -~ >
Shortly after the war B cAlist i iodi 1l 1
1 T wer Heve Je licAlister paid periodic visits tothe eity and in 1924

opened o micsion in z % ed hall ) "
T a migsion 1n a remsed hall. (201) He was succeede

O
[E3
3
=
oy
i
613
b
@
&
o
w3
D
o
4
~i
B J
e
o

"v.—;;o Ti7g e TEm AT S el yua .;. eo > n
brother, Hugh licilister, who over g period of four years won enough ¢ onverts 4o
A2 T T e s
organize an a ssemblye The sssembly was affilisted wih the newly-organized Pode 00
v Syaddll. eile L] *
in 1928 %d Y snaed i s vias oy aet ‘ - 7
1928 and a spacious Temple was eroccteds (202) Mot omly did +this congregation

Sl 9

soon grow into hundreds hut ther besan exsoned 3
grow into hundreds but eiCY wegan exvensive socilal work throughout theecity.

By 1048 +1 2 gt an iR e s
By 1946 the missions in *he slum areas =nd the "lighthouses™ in thes ections of 11l-

o ot e o, ' - - . - . 0 ) : '
repute wer e taken over from the Plymouth Brethr eny Christian anl Missiomry Allisnce

7 +the inle T oy fe) oo P O ] LR .
am he dnaependent 0ld Calgary Mission from which all welfere work in the ecity had
oo ; k I AL
1Y o AT 5= N * . »
Sprunge 11 the rescue missions and welfare work found it zdvisable tovw sork in

- OmET et ot - .
close co-operziion vith the Pent ecostal a ssembly, Again, Fert ecost: had supplanted

other Turd ame:&, alist works.

ws e = N
The exgent of t his success becomes more evident in comparigon with other ven-

T b ‘;?,‘1_ neh ENE 2 -y Jm 5 :
tures being launched at the seme times The Pentecostals estab blished their work at

Y

thas Lim e 5T T el v o TEes
the tine the \\l\n Nowm Cely wary lianchester Gospel Tabernscle and Prophetic Bible

(201) These vibits were made during the "Lethbrid

b nteryd avr. V. Y. T : . , .
(202) IQHGCVJ‘ Wy kre Wa Le Froser 3 CL,H“"&TSU Alberta. July 135 1949,
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Although both these independent

Institute were sponsoring building prograr
CFundemert alist works remsin noteworthy in the eity, they svarted cam aigning before
the Penbecostals and did not achieve so gress & successe The Baptist Bonnybrook

Jission end the Hmmanuel Iiission were foreed o close down in vhe face or rente-
cost advances. (203) The Lighthouse Missiony builis 1o i eplace all other social
service and rescue missions, provided not only conve‘rts for +the Pemtecostal Temple
but also valuable contacts with the "underworlde" The success can. of ¢c ourse bhe
measured int erms of flnancwl and 'qembersmﬁ :;:orrinllsnmem:. ' The ’building assets
are valued at t_wo hundred thousamd dollars and %he congregation reaches four hundred
or more, not including some three hundred children attending Sumiay Schoolregularlye.
These comparisons take on further meaning when x-;fe recall thet the Apostolic faction
has also a successful work in the eity of Calgary.:.

Bight years after the Pentecostal faction opened a work in Calgary, the Apos-
tolic fac'blon started a mission. Reve Re Ae Reynolds carried out more or less
succossful meetings but it was not until 190;6 that the Full Gospel Tabernacle was
érected as a memorial to the permanent establishment of Apostolic work. The
Apos tole work, like the Pemtecostal work, benefited from its vigourous gtgrdwithin
the Fundementalist rankse The Brahhem meetings fqr healing and the Youth for Christ
rallies were rapidly taken into Apostolic sponsorshipe | Sing e healing and youth

rellies found prominent place in all Euniamen‘calls’c groups the Apostolicsiapidly

(203) Interview, ReveBe Ge Leonard, Calvary Training Cemtre, Calgary. J’u"y 12, 1949,
Interview, lire We Es Fraser, Calgary, Alberiaze July 13, 1949,
Interview, Mre Robert Simpson, Youth for Christ Rallles, Calgarye. July 12, 1949,
Alberta was agreed by all to be more a fromtier ares than either Sasks thhewan
or Manitoba. All Fundemenalist leaders contacted insisted t hat the emphasis
should fall on evangelism or "witness" and not on politys
On July 12, 1949, I attended a street meeting held by the Christian sml Missb n-
ary Alliance on a Calgary streete There were crowds about as it was stampede
time. Later the same evening I was able to attend spother sireet meeting by
the P.A.0uCe It was held to c¢coinecide with thereturn of the crowds from the .
evening show at the Fair Grounds. After an hour of street preaching and singing
about three d runks and a couple seemingly penitent women w ere ushered to the -
Lighthouse Mission in the slum section. There a "Hallelujah service" was held
to get them to confess and to get them t0 seek v he "baptisme"
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en;‘;-ég;ed a favoured positione. (204)  As a Movement, Pentecostalism f;ﬁm both
its main factionswell represented in Alberta Furdamernlisme .

The inﬂu—ence of the New Canadian group is rpar%',icularly outstanding in Al-
“berta. (ZOS) The New Canadians were those to first bring Fum emeralism to Al
b'erta and they remained very susc‘eptible t0 it.  In 1938 the General Conferenc;e
of the P.A.O‘-.é: met in Ca;:gary to elsborate s plan'for New Cam dian evangelism.

In Manitoba considerable work followed in German anmd Slavic districts, and in
British Columbis the Déul;ob_our work held several workers; The stimuls for such
work, mvertheleés, ﬁad come from Alberta.in_ 1941 the Alberta Distriet Corf er.ence :
of the P.4.0.C. asked for a separate Conference of German and Ukrainian Pentecostals,
hoping that this might give renewed stimulus to New Canadian Wangelism. (206)
Although the majority of Pembecostal adherents were of Anglo=Saxon racial origin,
’thev(}erma.ns, Ukrainians and Scandinsvians responded more than proportionately to
adherents in Ontario and yet Al’berta showed the greatest gains in the 1 en~year
period from 1931 4o 1941; The answer lies in the presence of the New Dansdians.

The grea‘i:er qgestion‘coming to mind is why the New Cam dians becomeA involved
in Pentecostalisme The presence of so meny tradition-bound Europeans in the Move=
ment is‘:a:t Pirst a mradoxe It has, however, been repeated by many authorities
. that thé New 'Cénadians were the prey of sectarian propeganda. (207) It seems
reasonable to assume that the basic qualities of the I\Tew Caradians - a willingness
to pioneer,'mzacceptance of-be,sk-fwofk, an emphasis onfrugality, a passion for the.

~lanl, a close family tie and an intense hatred of wars - were also the W sic

(204) Interview, Reve Fo Co Kosick, Full Ge pel Tabernacle, Cakary, July 12,1949,
The position of the Apostolic work in Calgary was given as followss
Adult attendances 350 to 400 :
Organizations: Sud ay School, Apostolic Young People's, Youth for Christ.
‘Provincial camp meetings: Veteran, Alta.
‘Headquerters:s Zion Apostolie Church, Winnipeg, Manitobae

(205) Cf. Stetistical Tables, Appendixe

(206) _British Columbis Conference Minutes, Pe 135 give a reference tothise
General Executive liinubess 1942 meke mention o +this Alberta plan.

(207) _Ee Ge Oliver, The Winning of the Fromtier (Ta ombo, 1939).
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rqualities of Pentecostalisme In other words, the pioneer was face +toice with a

with new ideas, no real gain thersfore belng accomnlished. In the spring of

pioneer r eligione Furuhermore,'the new s tanderds and the mww freedom that were
in asenses. LS&%&@ to the New Cansadian were the objects of sectarizn vehemences

mes but anchored to the Rock,"

In the Pentecostal battle cry, "Geared
the‘New Cenadian Tfound a possible solutidn_ﬁo his problem.

Even as thetwo factions of the Pentecostal Mofement had troubled the Fundamen-

talist groups in Alberta, so were thev in turm Ulagued by wschisam. The Sharon Group

£ o s P -
irom Saskatchewan proved fery troublesome and gained some messure of success for

.
£

itself. Several atiempts were mrde to gain a foothold, always at the expense of

already esteblished Pentecostal workse The PaieO.Ce has taken up the ery so com=-

£ A

mon on the lips of Fundamentelists in earlier vesrs $that new conversions wers not

beirg made to Christianity, but established Christians were beimm endoctrinated
£ 1947

P
LA -

T ) TT by - B AP —+ mt - A el Aan -
Heve Re Hawtin of JSashatoon held opep gir mestings and digtributed tracts through-

SN o
im s kN

ar north

w

out the northern sectlon of Alberta. Iis missionary labours took

a8 Tellovwknife, Various Pentecostal missions of an independent nature for Indians

and Zsgkimos were incorporabted into the Sharom Group as a result of g evangelise
ic tours Mo definite gains had been made in the Pentecostal anl Ape tolic works

3

in the more important centres during the Ifirst campaigﬁ‘ (208)

In 1948 the Sharon Group carried out extensive campalgns throughout the
southern and central prorjtion of the province. The missions at Letfbridge and
Medicine Hat mroved complgte failures, if success is to be judged by comversions.(209)
The official reports of the group attempted‘toiexplain the set-back. {210) In

C ar on the other land, a momew ary success ves achleved. Two bosrd membérs
) LG,

(208) The Sheron Sisrs MNorih Beiileford, iasske December, 1947 %o December 1948,

& f - . - < - ; et
{209) 1Interview, ITs. Ko Corruthers, QCJ“Q;luSB, Aberta, July 11, 1949,
The Lethbridge Herald, Lethbridge, Albertez. Januory 18947 4o July 1948,

(210) The Sharon Ster, MNorth Battleford, Saske Hovember 1, 1948, pe 2,3




of the Pentecostal Tabernacle were won over to the New Thing

forty members fromt he congresction. About an equal number of peonls Drom
the Full Gospel Tebermmcle (Aposiolic) were induced toaccept Sharon t eachiiz s.

The instability of the Sharon Grouvp, however, Hd net pernit them o

a newv asserbly. Instead, the converte contimied their omasserbliss
3 TV e 2 TS v ey v A A o0 NP, A A 2 L ey

axd all within o yeer abandoned Sheron doctrinese (211} A second attenpt had

proved guite unsuccessiul for the Sharon Groud.

4 third and final atbtempt was made in the f2ll of 1942 and o permenent work

1lighed, In October a couventicn of the Independent Assembli
_ &

of God was cialled 2t IZdmonton. Thig cowr ention for all idependent Apostolic

’
and Penbecostal people in northern Alberte was soonsored by the Aposfolic

house and the Zdmonton Gospel Tsbernacles The only

Indisn and Zgkimo works were mariticular-

. the occasion to send representatives

nendenr group opposed to all £ ormz of denominational
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Or an1zetloNe Reve /e Ae Hasnmus seny who was Chairman of the convention, accep-
ted the Sharon doctrines as did the majority of those prese: At last g definite
hold had been e stablishede Reve Ae We Rosmussen began to four thes continent on

behalf of the New Things Reve Ao Alcock, also prominent in the Independent

Assemblies of God, received the Sharon gift of "apostolic successions" By

(211) Interview, Reve FoGe Kosick, Calgary, Alberta, July 12, 1949,
Intervie J, lire We Ze Fraser, Colgary, Alberta, July 13, 1949.
Interview, Reve Je Do Komnedy, Calgary, adlberta, Judy 12, 1949.
Interview, Mre. Q. Hornsirom, Calgary, Alberts, July 13, 194%.
Interview, Reve Ae Pease, Calgary, Albertas, July 12, 1949,
Interview, Mre Be Ge Leomrd, Calgary, Alberta, July 12, 1949.
Interview, Mrse We McKilop, Calgary, Alberta, July 12, 1949.
Interview, ¥r. Robert Simpson, Cakpry, Alberta, July 12, 1949,
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bestowing honorary "gifts" upon the.leaders of the Independent Assemblies of
God the Sharon Group finally established itself in the province of Alberta in

spite of Apostolic and Pentecostal oppositione (212)

The course of the Pentecostal Movement in Alberta wast hat of allreligious

revoltse It is widely believed that the evolution of seets is from the homogeneous,
undifferentiated to the heterogeneous, differentitated structure. (213) The Study
of Pentecostalism in Alberta affords an inquiry intot he cireumstences which le ad to
'thivs processe Religious revolt is first of all characteristic of tire s when cer-
tain individuals have been able toiree themselves fromtie necessities of ceaseless
toile The revolt instiguted by the difference in economic opportunity:norma.lly
tends to demonstrate itself in the political, e conomic and cultﬁral interest, vize
the United Farmers of Alberta, the Social Credit Party, the United Grain Gravers
or the Homemakers Clube (214) It appears that at times this reéolt L
also becomesr eligious. Wy do péople choose the channel 6f1“eligious revolt. in
preference to political or esconomic revolt ? Statistics for Alberta indicate clearly
a widespread interest inreligion, particularly of a Furdamentalist flavour. There
- seems no Goubt that when political interests predominate, political parties will

spring ups or, that, if the ecultural interest is dominent 4 schools & + hought are

formeds; soyreligious sects will rise up whenreligious interests are paramount;

Pentecostalism emerged as the dominant evangelistic gfoup in the reaction 4o

libéralism and the "soglal gospels"  Fundemeralism had a speeial appeal wo the
‘pioneer and it was not a coincidence that the greatest gains of the Pent ecostel
Wovement were rnde in Albertas  However, gll Fuml amenbelist attitudes did not

find expression in the Pentecostal Movemente Early in the history of the prorince,

( 212} The Sharon Star, North Battleford, Saskatchewsan. Monthly 1948-9 issuess

(213) John L. Gillin, "A Comtribution to the Sociology of the Sects," American
Journal of Sociology, Volume 18, July, 1910. pe 236

(214) These are considered "amormal" expressions of revolt only becauset hey are

numerically greater than thereligious revolts.
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 therefore, there was a confusing variety of Fund amert alist activity. Indeed, the
Furkbmentalist doctrines preceded the Pentecostal Movement in most diéﬁricts. These
doctrines were first introduced by immigration, later by revolts in the form of
prayer ﬁeetings, discussion groups, rescue missions snd Bible schoolse Pert ecosta~
lism, likewise, was first introduced in the province through immigration. Eventually -
it was strengthened by the'eVangelistic campaigns amd divine healing missions. So
‘great was its success thaet in several instances it replaced previous Buniamemtalist
workse The Apostolic faction, although eight years later in entering the prorince,
met with similar successe The final stage in ﬁhisgrowth at the expense of Furlamen-
talism, of which the entire Pentecostal Movement was but a part,ceme in 1947. In
1947 there came a revolt in Pentecdstalism, s ponsored by the Sharon Group, against
denomingtionsl &*ganization and‘doctrines.‘ This vigour was, in the finele nalysis,

- but another result of a prevalent Fundamentalisme
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Origins and Growth in British Columbia
The Pentecostal Mor ement in the province of British Columbia at'fers an intimate
stndy in the throeats besetting a new religious movement. These threats changsed as
the Movament developed from a sect into a denominational church, First the threat

was one of "localism," or an interest limited to a mall community. This threat

was followed by disagfeemenﬁs over ¢ entralization and formal organization. Next, -
there came g series of organizational, doctrinal, financial and disciplinary problems

that menaced the growth of.the Movement fromwithine. Finally, attacks were made

on. the P,A0.C. and the Apostolics by smalls ects of Pentecostal persuasion. The

measures taken by the Movement to surmount all these difficulties combtitutes the
his{ory of the Movement inthe province.

The Apostolic Faith was the first brand of Pentecostalism tor each the Pacifie.
province. (215) After the Second World Camp Meeting in Los Argeles in 1913, Reveand
Mrse Ge Se Paul opened an Apestolie Faith Mission in Va.ncéuver. of this early mis-
gion 1ib tle is known, ¢xcept that it was soon filled with Apostolic faction d.oc*hri.nes
about the Baptism in Jesus' Neame, By 1915 it was a full-fledged Apostolic faction

mission and no longer en iz;dapendent Apa tel_ic Faith mis sions (215) in the Frasgg,
Valley around New Westminster the Apastolic Faith lnd been preached as early as 1908.

It was inthis vieinity that a Baptist minister and his wife who had been se~e_king an

experience similar to+t hat deseribed in the press as taking place in Los Awsles
found the “peligious prodigy«" (217) The only lasting results of these early Apostolic
Faith Missionswas the pdducing of local leaders for future work on lehalf of the

Mor amont,

(215) Reve Ce Ao Ce Storey, Revelstoke, to Reve Po S. Jones, Victe ia. August 7,1 9493,
(216) Mrs. I. Meddaford £0 Reve C.A.C. Storey. July 19, 1949, |
Reve We Eo McAlister, Foronto, t0 Reve PoS. Jones, Vitoria. unlated letter, 1949,

(217) Ewert, Frantk, Phenomenon of Pentecost '(ﬁousfen, Texas), Ppe5-10.

The Ewarts attended the 1908 Portland Gemp Weeting directed by Mis ses Fleremce

Crawford and We Trothers Ewart later assumed the pastorship of Belveders
Péberip, ¢le in Los eles,

The Vancouver Apostolic Faith MB sion is now a Pentecostal Holim ssc hurchs
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"Iz-x 1914 the first Assembly of God work was established. -Eldér We Jo 3ackson,
a leader produced by the Apostolic Faith Mission, founded a new_'missién at the
corner of Carroll and Columbia Strests in Vamcowver. Following affilistion with
the Assemblies of God the small congregation wa;s mov ed to an abandomed store in - |
‘the J‘apanese section of thecitye Anecther move to the demtmaréa was ne_cessia-
tated by a growing congregation. | At this peint the Ppentecostal Movement was faced |
with its first real threat, a threat in interests.’ V"Same‘ of the congregation dé-f
sired a world-wide responsibility in the Penteégstal'.ﬁo'v_"ement whereas others were
content toretain the Apostolic Faith independence and local in'l';‘ere'st. " The divi-
gion that cazﬁe was basically over personalitiés, although thetwo points "ofview ....
mert ioned were maintained by opposing groupse Mre Robert Gille spier emained in
: Vcr':h_arge of the group in the downtown location and Mr. Fe Re Maddaford, a former mem-
ber of the Vansouver police farce, founded a separate Pent ecostal Mission on West

Hastings. The Assemblies of God found their inmitial attempt on the Pacific coast
| 8 source of considerable misunderstandings '

It was not until 1920 that a concerted e;‘fort was mede t 0 e stablish a permaent
united work in Vencouver and in Victorias - Over a period of three years this was |
accomplisheds In the fall of 1920 the Gille spie group in Vancouver inmvited.Rev.

Ce Orville Benham of Winnipég to conduct a special evangelistic campaigne Mean=-
while the Maddafad group a;so invited a special spesker for specigl me etings.

Reve We Eo Mcﬂistef too;;charge of thé evg.ngelistie seﬁrices for the West Hastings
Port ecoztal Mission. The result ef thetwe campaigns, both conducted by evangelists
of the Assmblie‘s of Godgywas ther e-union of the +two Vancouver assemblies under

the pastorate of Reve Ce Orvills Benham. (218) Reve Jo Do Saunders thena ppeared

(218) Reve W. Ee McAlister to Reve P. S. Jones, Bu Ce Superintendent, P.A 0. Ce
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to conduet a campaign in a loealtheatre. »'meeempaignw as designed to add 40 the

" membérship and acomplish a greater groupsolidarity. About five humred con-
verts were addwl tothe assembly during thls,camoa:.gn ad 1‘bwas found mcessary to
move once ;_o;'e. The first hurdle was pa.ssed. (219)

At the s sme time, new problems were -bo e met on the islands Several attempts

‘had ali'eady been miet o e stablish a Full G@'pel church but without great sw cesse
In.1920 prayer meetings were established in a private home in Vietoriae There
i)he pillar of the early Pentecostal workw as Reve 4Ae S; Ellis,who had received the
"eniuament" in khe Va'n_;ztmver meetings.’ By 1921 ﬁré.yer meetings were ¢ ommon through-

out thec¢ ifhy infariohsrelig;i.oug denomixiations_.- . .In 1923 the Dre Charles S. Price
hoegling ¢ ampaigns were opene;i on the Pacifie Coast and the,proﬁlm bocame one of
providing homes for the mmerous cow ersions. The Revival began at tle Metropoli- |
tan Methbdist_ Chw e¢h but 'l:eek&on such great p:opér;bions that it was soon moved to
the City Arems. "Followimg @ ’iie'»t}r ee-week campaign the Methodist prayer meeting
nwer’ foll Wow 'i;"ei:gﬁft,_vhundred for three yearss Many received the Baptism and
healing in Methodist and Presbyterian churchese At that time Nr. G\'o'okAsey opened
a Tull Gospel Bibles chool in Victoria, and many wemt out intoihe ministry. %(220)

The 'preblem of arganizing great numbers of comwveris became paramounts

The immediate results of the Price healing cempaign in Victoria was the begin-

ning of a temporary B:L'bles choel, the establighment of a Penheuostal congregation

and the beginning of a prmnc:lal ministrye Reve Ae Se Bllis left for the interior

i
' 2

(219) The new mission was called the Gentral City Mission. The Argue family
conducted a thr ee~week c ampaign there which resulted in over one hundred -
and twenty receiving the "enduemente" The total Pentecostal membership
at that time must have been about at least five hundred am fifty.

{(220) Letter from Rev. Ae S. Ellis, 1302 Bast 801;11 Street, Seattle, to Superinten=
dent P, §o Jones, Victoriae September 25, 1949,
Reve PeSe. Jones mupplied a gheaf of correspondence re. the early h:.story
of the Pentegcostal Movement in Camada, particuarly British Columbia.
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of Britich Columbis md became the piomesr of Pentecostalw ark in the Cariboss
One of t he first graduated of ‘the Full Gospel Bifg%&‘Schoal in Victoria was Reve
John Barme s He began +the Penteeostal assmbn:es in many town and villages of the
" . gouthern and easbern t owns and villages of the province. '( 221)

The Dre Gtazfles Se Price's eampa;ign in Vancouver was as successful as that in
Victorise In 1923 the Pentecostals purchased a church buildirg W ich be cmme the
Sixth &enue Pentecostal Tabernacle. (222) Reve Fo Re Haddaford, now an ordained

pgstor! became pastor of the mew temples In 1925 he gttended tls '”Weste;‘_n Canada

Distriet Conference of the Assemblies of God in Winnipege ; Three years later

he presided eover the first British Columbia Dis trict Confereﬁce of the PeAs0.Cs in
the Sile_:h Avﬁe_riue. Ta.berna.cle. The delegates from the assemblies at Nanaimo, Abbotsfo rd,
Victaria, Vancouver, New Westminster, Nelson, Grand Forks, Penticton anl Chilliwack
elected Maddaford the first Superintendent for the Brrt:.sh Columbia Distriet of the
PA .O.C.' An uncertain period of early entonic mganizatiea was aeéompli shede

The P‘entecos‘téal Moveneent then entered the mecond phase of its development in the
province. This second phase wa‘s one of definition and o a series of internsl problems
eontigent upon gfowing expansion and greater organizati_on. " The ‘first foi cial stgp;,

teken by the British Columbia District of the PsA.0.Ce was the reeogﬁi-&ien:of the London

' Head Office,, This reecognition for & period of several years was no more than a mere

affiliation and did not in anywey hemper the imlividualistic emphasis of the Mo ement

in the Pacific areae. Such agenerous measure of autonomy was surremdered, however,

e

in 1932 whent he District Corf erence accepted all mtionel policies and d oetrinal

{221) British GColumbis District Minutes (hereafter cited as BeCoDuls ), June 14,1929,
Pe be o o .

(222) In 1948 thr Sixth Aveime Tabernacle was sold by the P.A.0.C. The Pentecostal
congregation built a medern Broadway Tabeknacle for worship. -



of the nationsl E xecutive, whowas always the Chairmen of the early Ditrict Con=
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judgmet se (223) Complete eentralizat'ion became the theme of the second phase

"of 4 evelopmezit.

Centralization was carried into the Distriet arganization as well as into

the national executives The determination of the mture and pwers of the District

Cof erence and of thé Distriet Executive hed to be dealt with m xt. It was retion-
a;lly accepted that the Ditrict Cozfi erence should c onsist of all the feeogﬁ.zed
workers sndtheir wives, Bible schoolstudents, special v;sitors and t wo lay delegates
frqn each chartered assembly. (224) All those present at the meetings of the Con=.

ference with a right to vote were referred to as the "Conference bar." The rights

reserved to the District Corference demomstrate the profound Pemtecostel faith in
centralizations The Conference not only presented r_esolu‘l;ieﬁs for firmmrm ial and
spir ituel administration to the Gemeral (national) Executive, but it also discussed
and controlled d istriet evangeliem and ministerial credemtislse Such a cimplets
devolving of power, slthough upon a some what democratic body, necessitated certain
delegations of power, |

As a result the Digtriet Gonference was made the nominating comrention f or feur
Distriet Comittees whichw ould be empowered tocarry on theadministrative tasks with

the approval and advice of the Conference as a wholee The General Superintendent

ferences in order to guide affairs in line witlmational policies, nominated the
candidatese The Conference then voted for its--Cemmitteg mene The four Cmmitteeé

were usually calledthe Roster, Resoluthon, Adjustment and Ordirm tion committeess.

The Roster Committee handled the correspomd encey r egistration and publication of
offieial document s. The Resolution Commitiee presented allr esolutions for d ig-

cussion by the conference and feorwarded resolutionst o the national @ené'al Exocutive

(223)_MuDoCo Hinse, October 16, 1928, Vols T pele
BQQQFCMO 3 July 18’ 1928 and JU.ly 15, 1932,

(224‘) BeCoDoley Juby 18"20, 1928,
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ofﬁces; The Adjustment Committee was the judieial and a dvisory board of the
Distriet Conference. "The Orginetion Committee examined eredentisls of all
ministers and examined candidates for ordination. ‘I'he Conference pavers seem,
therefore, to Iav‘.ﬂve been delégated to c oomittees ;_}ominated by the General Executive
ard elected by the whole Conference,

| In the first few years of the P.A.0.C. organization in British Columbia the

pwers of the Distriet Superintendent remgined undefined, or at least searcely

limitede In himr esided all the powers and duties not otherwise deleg_ated to

Committeess He alone was in charge of evangelisme (225) Incases of dispute o ver

diviesion of powers the District Superiptendent_ appealed' to the General Exscutive.( 226) S

.As the work o.f'l: he District Superintendent te came more complex, especially Ain Ze0~
graphiec scope, it ﬁ;s found expedient to aproint a Dis trict Executive which would
aid the Distriet Superintendent, The Distriet Superintendent comtimued 4o be an
elective office temable for one year end entailed "complete responsibility for gll
Council matters in the district." (227)

| Since complete responsibility would require complete a tharough knowledge of
' ~ the Pentscostal work in every remdte section of the.: proviace, it foilows i!hha‘t.'l;he
Distriet Superintenden'b.welcomed the establishment :of”an Exscutive tqs hare responsi=
bility with him. m1%omemmﬂmmcmmuwwwr@hwawtmsmm of
Prebyteré. Thoy e came more than a standing adjus’cment. commitiees Elected at
-the Distriet Conference for a period of che year they shared equal responsibility

~with the Superintemdent over g "distriet™ in the province, (228) In time these

"(225) _BeCuDoM., ppe 1-32

~ (226) The General Executive was defined in Ch pter IIT as the General Chairman, .
¥issionary Sécretary, Editor of 0fficial Organ, District Superint erd ent,

(227) B.C.D.M., pps 10, 11, sugwst 13, 1930,
(228) The word "district™ in Pentecostal terminology can mpan the ares undsr the

Jurisdiction of a Distriet Executive or s Field Directors Usually it refers
to anarea approximating the political boundaries of the prorinces,
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Presbyters changed their names to "Field Directors." With the District Superiten=
den-b -they represented the last stage 1n the development of the D:cs triet Exscutive.
Presen-bly, the Movement was faced with a series of erises created from within
itsranks. The evolution of the ADistric't Executive was arely complete vhen it was
forced to r'ender. doctrinal decisi»ons end mdminister disciplinarysctions It appears
' 'bhét certain workers began to work in their own interests ard ussd their ihfluence
to draw peo;,;*le amd finam e 4o thomselves, Such breaches of mini sterial courtesy,
or working agaimt the interests of thefellowship and the residemt pastor, were
declared serious, requiring ad justment by the Field Director or Distriet Executive.
Ths procedure seems+t o have been to hear both éides in eclosed seésion amd ‘then
tender decision to both partiess The absolute judicial authority of the District
Executive was insisted upon, but 2% no time were decisions widely publicized. (229)
The hierarchial mature of the Movement was thus maintained without drawing great |
attention, |
Two ¢ ases are oustanding in the British Columbia history of the Movement 'illus-'-.

trative of diseiplinary action taken by the Distriect Executive. The first éomerng_ad

a woman worker accused of dogirines contrary tothe Statement of Bﬂui emental Truths({230)

After investigation by the D:strie'b Executive the worker comcerned was cleared of all
.clarges end re~instated. In 1933 a pastor was expulsed from his Ppasta ate at
G};illiwa.ck. Although his case was upheld, the District Executive slso com idered

" the opinions of the- congregation in question and transferred the pastor. (231) 1In

both cases the actiontakenwas merely of an arbitrary nature.

(229) BeCoDoMoy Ppo‘13—48 .

(230) _B.C.D.M., pp. 13, 46.

(231) B.DeD.Mes pPpe 13, 40, 47,
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w  Faorthermere, ‘arbi..‘l;‘ra;-bion required standard codes of conducte The Executive
thégefére found it useful to have more then the Statement of Furﬁameﬁta; ‘Truths as
8 guide 3‘&3_;_‘5119 getflemnt of disputess It had_alréaqu bgcomécu'stomary fo:; & pas-
tor to report his withdi‘awal or entry to a pastoral charge to the Field Directors
The Statement of Fudd smental Truths was the der;tﬁinal standard reqﬁiréd of every
. pastor. However, the Assemblies of Gol had initiated the practice of declaring
vacant ali imeumbeneies whensver the pastor departed from the gstandard of doectrines,
behaved '"ungseripturally,” or demonstrated grave incompeteney in ‘officé. (232) The
Bri'l';ish Cobumbia Execu-t;ivé upheld the trustees right t edeelé.re_ any office vacant by
majority vote at any regular or busimss meeting. Also, special mee'bingsicotﬂ.d be
called by the s ecretary of the trustee board if all<t hetrustees were agreeds On
the othar hand, the Distriet Executive also insisted that the pastor was to mve
‘an eppm't\;ni%y for a complete and 'impartiai hearing before the assembly and had far-
thermore the right to appeal to the Distriet Executive. (233) This upholding of |
the minority rkight +o appeal madé, it possible toavoeid se:iéus schisms in loéal troubhes.
Tn 1932 the Pentecostal Movement made such outstanding geins that it was found
necessary to make a‘cljustm»ents to0+t he polity. Firstoa series ofwangelistib' cam=
paigns in Cranbrook, Port Alberni and Salmon Arm resulted in the opening of new
assemblies. (234) A series of gimilar evangelistic sgrviees in Vernon, Creston,
Kimberley, Chilliwack, Nelson, Grand Forks ond Vancouver resulted in numericel
| g_aihs for the Movement. Five special meetings were held during the course of the

year, as well as a worker's convention at Crestom. Oliver had anespecially large

(232) _Comstitution and By-Lews for Local Assemblies, General Council, Assemblies
of God, Sprimgfield, Mis souri. pe 21, Sece 3, clause 3(b)e
"negeriptural eonduct or doctrinal d eparture from ihetenets of faith held by
this assembly shall bee onsidered sufficient grounds upon which any person

may be disquali,fied as a menbores”
(233) _BsCeDoMey PDe 45-49

(234) B.D.D.M., PPe 23=25. ‘ T
The Vemcow er revival took place inthe Evangel Temple. Outsianding evangelist
in meny of these revivals was Miss Rita Elliott, whose doctrinal position had

carlier been questiomd at Chilliwacke Cfe fod note (230).
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you'bhrally; Pentieton =nd Vernon had large missionary re.llies.k The twenty-eigght

bacritiv-; assemblies finally held two anmual conventions, one at Cranbrook and the |
other at Vernon. " The year resulted in more than nmnéri;:'al gein anml stir and re-
vivals, however. It was found essential to gtate the polity of the Movement in
pléarer terms in the face of such unprecendented gains in the province.

The first polity definitions follaring upon wnprece@ented gains in 1932
cor erned the assemblies theméelves. A1l né& assemblies were to be self-support=

ing before receiving feeognition or before engaging the services of a resident
Pastor. Ezrthefmere, they must have "amadult manbership: of t wonty~five or more.."
Each regularly constituted assembly was to have a Board of Trust_eé’s andwas to be
empovered to elect its Elders and Deaconessese Two layd eiegate's,to the Distifie‘b,
Conference, vhichwas to be held in an accessible -eerrbfs.‘]. location, gave the locale
representation in the Di strict arganizatione The polity seamed to imdicate &
definite curtailment of the Executivé powers and a frend towards e Cc_ngregatieﬁal
form of chm'ch-_government. '

On the comtrary, the polity definitions regarding the pasiorate contained a
definite Presbyterian flavour. Although, the pastor was to be nominated by the
Church Board eof Trustees upon fthe‘apprwai oft wo=thirds majority of the congrega~
tion by decret ballot, his position was guaranteed by the Distriet Executive. He
could not be removed except for just cause and his contract was beyond repeél other
tha.n by the Distriet Executive and then only for just camse. | 1f he wished to
i'esign he also had to giv_e,‘a month's notice at a public congregational meeting or.
be subject to Distriet disciplinarﬁ actions He was an ex officio member of all

committees or departments or church work end aléne could arrange for specisl meet- .
ings, cowentions or revival cempaigns. No person wdld be invited to speak or
preach in the assembly without his approvai.' . Such strengthening of the pastoer's ‘
position proved beneficial to the Movement. (2'35) |

As mw vigour was given the Movement greater tests appearede In 1933 the

(235) _B.C.D.M., PP» 18, 35, 58, 60, 8l.
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the ques'bn.on of property rights came tothe foreground. Again, the Movemezrb was

given vigour by surengthening the local assemblies and the Districet Executives by
'ha.k::.ng from the early powers of the General Exegu‘b_i_ves. As in Confederation, the
regidue of powers were given to the central govermment, la:ter to be gradually end
slowly redistributed to the provineial goverrmentse In the Pe_m ecostal Movement
the residue of power was first granted to the General‘Executive and the Diétrief .
Superinteﬁdents only te be gradually redistributed to more locai e xpressions of
chureh goverment. The qugétion was reised during the decline of the Movement's
work in Nelson. The Helson property was held in the mme 'o;f_ the eorparate aésan'bly.
When the assembly ceased to ex:’.st as g chu:fch boedy the Meléon Tebernacle. and assets
reverted o 'the Distriet Eb:ecutz.ves. The Digtriet Genference of 1933 accepted the
duty of chsposing of the proper-ty at the Superintendent's discretion. . The pra eeds
thus derived were to go into the Home Missions Funde A precedent seems o have
‘been set here for the disposal.of all property, real or chattel, con‘tra.rj tothe
practice in the United Statese In the Umted States the Assemblies of Ged ordained
that all Wprveper_ty rights should revert to the General Council and not the Distriet
Goxkferpnce. (236) The process of c entralization seemsto have been rosisted more
~in Ceneda than in the United States. Coxs equently there have been greater tests .

faced by the Cenadian Executives in keeping harmony and unity withint heranks of the

Movemente

Although the Pentecostal gift for collecting money is nothing shor'h"of legen~
_dary (237), by 1934 the finencial position had become precerious. As eardy as

1931 the mimutés of meetings were filled with mentions of “finamcial depression®

or "laek of funds." The eriticel situation almost created a panic, ® that there

(236) ope cite, Springfield Comtitution, pe 23, Article VI, Section 4.

(23‘7) In Celvary Temple, Winnipeg, "bill offerings" and "pin on the offering"”

- gessions sre not uncommone 1In return for such high-pressure colketing,

the pastor offers dramatlc stories of Scoteh frugality and :.nstrumental
selections.
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-wasi‘télk of re-crgenization (238) and audit of all accounts. (239) For a period

ef three years the entire Movement threatened 4o breek down but better finmances
securﬂ fa:.ling hopes.
Mn.sunderstarxiing during the finamial depression came fromtwo main s ources

within the Movement.s TFirst, an extravagant building programme was initiated in

1932 and the local assexﬁblies- often found themselves ind ebt with the fimneila and
economic depression upon them. New Westminster, Cranbrook, Abbotsford and Prince
Rupert asserblies built new tabernacles and manées. (240) Although warned not to
go intodebt with great building progremmes (241) ma_ng} new tabernacles were built and

many more old church buildirgs were renovateds Secondly, there was e general mis

understanding over the proportion to be allotted to missionary enterprisese It

is true that the Pentecostal people spent prepor-biona‘éely less on chu ch buildings
and salaries than other denominations and proportionately more on home and Loreign
missions than other dencminations, nevertheless, the District Executivef found it
" mecessary toremind the assemblies of their finaneial ébligations through tithing,
missioiary of ferings and r allies. (242) One of the requirements of membership that
was thereafter emphasized was the willingnsss t‘.) contribute to the finmanecial suppert
of the assembly. Missionery funds were finally abandoned for a policy of propor=
tionate contributions from each province guaged secording to the tithing returns

to Head Office. As the depzfe_ssi'bn passed into history seo did the finanecial threats

to0 Pentecostal unity.

e,
e

(238) Cf. MnD.C. ”MinSo, Pe LU3s

(239) The accounts of the General Executive are opened for gwermﬁéit audit each :
year as a result of widespread discontent in the Movement during the depress:.oz

(24‘0) BeCuDoMo [ ppo 4‘3"'46

(241) BeCoDollay po’lzo

0242) BeCoDoles PPe 2=78




The Pentecostal movement then ent ered upon its third phase of consolz.dat:.on
m -I:he province of Br:.t:.sh Columbia, a period of threats from mthout the Pud.0.C,
orgam_zatn.on. Although the Apostolic activity, begun as csarly as 1914 in the
Vancoufer ares, had left 'bhs Pent ecostals unperturbed, the appearance of msw sects
éuring the Second World Wer were not treated withquite asmuch mﬂszerence. The
first such threat ceme with the organization of the Bothel Full Go ospel Assembly |
in the Vancouver area in 1943, Wr. John Earrzs_ and Mr, Sergie Strecheniuk re-
ceived incorporation papers in 1943 engbling them to build a Bible school and print-

ing establishment, to ardain ministers, to prea.ch and to a'ga.m.ze assemblies and

generally perform the functions of g religious socierty. - By establi shing '('.helr head=
quarters in Vancouver the Bethel Group threatensd to firmly establish a seet of
Pentecostelism already popular in Tennessecs (243)

A second threat Ioomed in the sudden appearance of the Pentecostal Holn.ness

Church in British Columb:.a.. We have already seen that thef irst Pentecostal work
in the province was carried on umler ~the Apostolic Faith Wission banner.( 244)
When Reve Ge Se Paul left this smallﬁgroup to enter the P.A.0.C. the Apostoliec

Faith Mission _stmggled_ on and a remmant organi zed as the Pacific Coast Missionary
Secietye The group continued an independent existence, emphas:.zing the doctrines
of heal:.ng and footwash:.ng. Eventually, during the course of the Second World Wer, -
Bishop Hillery King of the Pentecostal Hol:.ness Chureh opemed negotiations for abgerp -
tion of the sm ll groupe The Pacif:n.c Coast ¥issionary Sec iety sought ref‘uge 1n this
Pentecostal dencm:ma:l:lon whose polity had a Peculiar hierarchisl character. The
Biitish Columbia Conference Was ereated, a Bible school was opened at Chilliwack end .

e:[avenchurches were opened in Western Camda in a period of five years. ( 245) Although ’

(243) Statutes of Canada, 1943, Parliems n‘hary bill #109, in roduced by Mr.Thomas Reid.

(244) The Apostehc Feith Missioneame out o the part played by Miss M. Hanson an
: Miss M, White in the Topeka revival, The headquarters of the s ect were located
at Houston, Texas. It repregented the first attempt 4 o give Pentecostalism a

form of politye

(245) Discipline of the Pentecostal Holiness Chur ch,(Franklm Springs, Georgia),
Beacham, Sarsh Lane, Men and Wissions, (Greenville, South Carolina, 1938;
Interview, Reve James Gar Gamble, Winmpeg, Mane, November 11, &

mcnﬁm }% 38 FEEEF&“ §P§iﬁ§§n §ﬁ&”§é§)‘1949. B
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momentarily checked,this advance has filled the P.A.0.C. with cors id erable anxiety
on the West Coast. _ ‘

The third threet from s secterian group appeered in 1948 vwien the Sharon Group
opened revival services in Glad Tidings Tabernscle, Vancouvers The result of this
eampaign was not only the establishment of a New Thing assembly on the Pacific Boast
but alseo a contribution of about two thousand dollars to Global Mission's.‘ From
‘Vams ouver the disruptive influence spread to Chilliwack and Ladner where thgé. ssem-
blies swerved their allegiance to Horj:h B&ttleforde The Shé,ron Group mde such ab-

surd end fanatical assertions that it was not diffieult to disprove many of them and.

thereby reduce tie ir geinse (246) The Pentecostal Assemblies seem to be less and less

vulnersble to sectarian threats as time goes on. Beyond any doubt, Pentecostaliam
will ¢ ontinue to hold the allegiance of a sizeable ‘propor%.ion & the Protestant re-
ligious constituency. : v . _ , _ |
From the humble efforts of the Apostolic Feith Migsion the Movr‘emen-b grew into

several irmdependent assemblies under the guidance of the Assemblies of God. Although
disrupted by pers'inal quarrels snd le ek of facilities totake ing 1llcow erts, the Move-
ment was sizeabls enough to command & s/eparateinistrigt organi zation at the time of
the initiation of the P.A4.0.C. in 1928, A second phase of development followed marked
by polity, doectrine,d iscipline anmi finam e problemss The second phase ended with the
settlement of the finaw ial crises arising dut of building programmes ’ax;d the missionary
polieye The third phase came during the Second World War whent he Movement turned to
the threat of sectarian developmentss Thr oughout its forty-two years of existence

the Movement had to fight to survives Once the problems of & ganization were solved,

(246) The great claim of the Sharon Group was the ability to impart the "gift of
languages"” by the "laying on of the had s." . Mr, James ¥ah Ngun ¥ing, 2741
Hudson Street, Vancouver, has denied the Sheron claims to have imparted the
gift of Chinese to the Ledner, Haney and Vaw ouver pastors. The mjority of
Pentecostals in Vancouver are said to be opposed tot he Sharont eachings, .
although many attended their meetings as a willingm ss+t od emors trate their -
readiness to hear anything that claims to be "of God."
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tiore were the threats from within and without to ocoupy the attention of the faith-
fule In swmary, it may be said that this constant struggle has imbued the Pene
técostal Movement with a vitality rare inreligious movements of such recent appear-

anco.
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Statistical Summeries

Table I

The Dominion of Canszda Census indicates that from 1871 to 1941 the larger denomina-

tions as a whole increased much less rapidly propartionately then did the sectse

The growth of the sects from 1911 0 1941 was mriicularly rapide.

Denomination 1911
Pentecogtal Assemblies : 513
G pel People 512

Christian am Missionery Alliance 128

Apostolics - - 28
Holiness Movement Church 3856
Table IT

The Penkecostals Imve fncreased more repidly than other erangelistie groups in
Cengdge The percentage distribution of t he total population oft he evangelicel

groups reveals thisr apid expansion o_f' Pentecostalisme

1921 1931
7003 26301
2449 6355

283 3555

848 2329
3245 4436

Denomination : 1911 1921 1931
Menmonites 62 « 67 86
Pentecostals .01 «08 25
Salvation Army .26 .28 .30
Harmons +22 22 21
Chrxrch of Christ 20 «15 15
Adventists | 14 16 +15
Doukhobors «15 | 14 14

1941
57646
7005
4207
3981

3877

1941
.97
.50
29
22
.19
.16

15




Table ITY

Appendix

The evangeiical sects have a high prope tion of rural re mbership exceptvthe Salmtion

Army shich follows tle w ban emphasis of the Church o the Nazarene inthe United

Statese The Dominion @ensus figures fo 1941 weres:

Denomimtion

Doukhobors

Hennonites

Adventists

Chur ch of Christ
Yo mons

Pentecw tals

Salvation Army

Tegble ‘IV

Bural %

91,3
8649
7342
6249
528
5247
24,0

Urban %

87
13.1
2648
38.1
472
47.3

7640

The distribution of Adventist, Church of Ghr:. sty Penb ecostal ax Salvation Army mem~

bersh:u.p for whe urban centres of Western Cansds (1941 Census) reveals a mrticular

Pentecw tal predomingnec e

Denomineatbion
~ Brandon
‘Calgary
Edmonton
Lethbridge
Medicine Hat
Moose Jaw
New Westminster
Px_-ince ATbert
Regina
Basle toon
Vancouver

Vietoria
Winnipeg

Adventists Church of Christ

4 5
239 300
164 195
62 99
52 8
43 30
36 16

| 2 15
96 157
99 10
499 183
99 17
234 462

174
820
782
241

59
175

93
124
465

401

1326
307

1677

Bort ccost

al

Selation Army

254
494
38§
135
92
209

174




Table V S Appendix

" The American Cehsus Bureau and the publications of the American Council of Churches

suppart the denominational figures issued by the Christisn Herald in Jum , 1947, for
the United Statese These are mriicularly interesting for the m“oeréhip statisties

of the various denominations and sects of the "holiness zesociations. 'f

Church of ihe Nazarene | 209,277
Selvation Army ' : v 205,881
Church of God ( Andersom, Inds ) , 95,325
Free Methodist Church - | 51,222

Christian and Missionary Alliance ‘ | 40,283
Wesleyan Methodist Coms ction | | 30,142
Congrvegational‘ Hethodist Church | : 224756

Volunt eers of America , ' 224410
Primitive Methodist Church i , 12,185

Apostolic Christian Church of America 64425

Missiomry Church Association | 54000

Pillar of Fire 4,044
Christian Gongrégation : ‘ 35820

Church of Ga (Apostolic ) 3,085
Church af God as Organized by Christ 29192
Apostolic Christien Church (Nazareme ) 1,663
New Comgregational Methodist Church 1,449
Metropolitan Church Assqcis:tion | 961
Holiness Methedist Church » | 578
Kodesh Church of Immanuel ‘ 562
Holiness Church - 453
Hepzibsh Faith Missionary Association ,’ 350
Reformed New Congregational He’chedist Church 329
Missionary Bands ofthe World 190
Church of Danisl's Band : o131
Christian Natioan Church ' 1121

' 3

Apostolic me'bhodi‘st Church




Table VI ) - o Appendix
Adherers tothe sects show a higher properti;_m of the @+t tohal inhe Prairie Pro-

vinces than elsewhere in Cam da. The;Pezbseostals.Iave the lagest mr oportion of

their adherents in Ontaric. The feri;ility rate of the Perecostals isquite high.

In 1941 the Romen Catholic fe;'tility rate was guaged at AT2 and ¢ he Perecostal at.

437« FPentecostale alsoshowed a hightendency ’tc mrry in their ownreligious groups
Apmr oxim tely 73.3% P‘éntecostal groems chose brides oftheir own faithe The commrison
of the percentage distribution of adherents on the Prdries; +l» percentage o rural

digtribution; and thechildren O0-4 years of age per 14000 wamen in 1941 reads

Denomimtion Proiries concemtratiom Rural Fertility rate
Kennonite Brethren 7541 86;q£ 578

Adventists | 500 2% 73e 2% 406

Mormons 66607 52874 ' 487

Pentecos tals 37.7% 52.7% 437
Salvetion Army ' 17.8% . 24.07 - 374
Teble VIT

'Ih_eadherents to the sectse show a higher proportion of the total in the Prairie
Provim es thenelsewhere in Camda. In British Columbia theadherents to thesec‘ts

form a smller proportion of t he total tBan in the Prairie Provinces but a much

larger prope tionthan inthe Easte The distribution of theadherents of the sects in

‘ the West for 1941 wass

Sect or Denomiration © Mane  _Saske Ale. BeCe
Pent ecos tals 15,020 8,294 8,451 5,235
Salvation Army 1,886 1,966 : 24103 3,880

Church of Christ 1,326 1,912 24103 650
Mventists 1,059 3,510 4,697 2,803
Jehovah's Wilre sses _ 966 2,028 1,010 836
Brethren 638 1,014 1,046 1,660
Mission Churches 234 387 447 201
Gospel People 152 352 293 498
(;‘hp}?s ‘btog;;s& ongry 125 24402 328 209

Holire ss Movere mf:i “Bhurch lgg 584 625 167

481 251 37




Table VIIT . o 5 S A Apenlix .
7//.-/"‘i‘he role played by t hesects in the West is best illwbrated by ac omparison of the

percentage of the provineial population a dhering to thes ectss In 1941 these

weres
Denomination Mane Saske Alte. g_.___c&
Mennonite Brethren S5e4 3.6 - 15 0.6
Pert ecostals 0.7 1.0 1.1 0.7
Salvation Army 0.3 0e2 0.3 045
Mormons , . 0el 0.1 1.9 02 /
Church 6‘f Christ 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.1
Aventists 0.1 0e4 06 0.3
Déukhobors - 049 0.l 1.0

The Pentecostals seem more eveﬁly distributed than many evangelistic sects, howevesn
"thay are more concentrated in Alberta and Saskatchewsn then in Manitols @ British
Columbiae The HMennonites are particu]iarly numerous in Manitobs, ’ciae Marmons in
Alberta and the Douwkhobors in British Columbise
Table IX ‘
The evangelical denomim tions have thdi' grea:bé_st numerical strength im the Pra_irie
/ Provincess The Pent Qcostals heve the Largest proportion of theirigiievers in

|~ the:provim e of Omarice . The percentage distribution by provinces of the Perecos-
tals, Selvation Army, Church of Christ smd Adventists in 1941 wass '

Demomination Manitoba ~ Sgslatchewan  Alberts British Columbia
Pentecostals 8.7 14.4 14. 6. 9.1
Salvation Army 5.6 549 6e3 11.6
Church of Cir ist 6.2 9.0 949 3.1

Adventists 5.7 19,0 2545 : 15,2




Table X : - Appendix

The growth of the Pentecostal Movement has been remarkeble throughout the British
Empires The Movement has been divided into two principasl factions since 1913 and
although these factions commnd ebout equal numbers ofadherents in vhe United States

the Pentecostal factionseems to lmve exceeded the Apostolie fac'biop inthe Empire.

Count ry Apostolics Pent ecostals
1926 1936 1926 1936
Camda 2329 3981 26301 57646
South Africa 3491 10184 15544 43910
New Zealand 390 636 879 801
Table XTI

The m jority of Pentecps*bal»_ adherents are of British racial origin. The Germeans
and Scandimvians are well r epresented in the Movement alsos The fourth principal

religious denomim tion of the Italians in Cam da in 1941 was lis ted as Penb ecostale

| ’yThe racianl origins of the Pentecostal a dherents of Western Caméda for 1941 was:

Racigl Origin Man. Baske  _Alta. Be Co
Erglish . 1,466 1,987 1,984 1,912
Irish e 1,73 976 666
Scotch 818 956 925 740
German . 557 1,243 1,284 391
Scandimvian 297 1,291 1,161 484
 Dutch 231 479 244 253
Ukraimden 164 147 659 62

French 127 148 162 81




Teble XII

Appendix

A brea.kdéwn of the 1941 census racial origins of the various religious groups shows

a cow entration of evengelical religion smong people of German and Scandinavian

racial origins.

The Pentecostals found the mjority of their adherents in the Anglo-

Saxon, German, Scandinevian and Ukrainian racial groups.

Racial Origin

British Isles
German
Scandimvian

Others

Total in Western Canada

Teble XTIT

Noe Pentecostals, 1941

14,559
3,475
3,333
54633

27,000

Out standing Pentecostal assemblies in 1941 were to be found in all the Western cities.

The number o adherents weres

City

- Winnipeg

Vancouver
Calgary
Edmonton
Regina
Saskatoon
Swift Current
Vietoria
Lethhk idgs
Moose Jaw
Brandon
Kelowns

Prince Albert

Adherents
1,677
1,326

820
782
465
401
336
307
241
175
174
147

124

Outstanding assemblies in proportion to the population of the ¢city and in ratio to

mmbe r of adherents in other cities of thé same population are Winnipeg amd Swift

Currente




Statemt XIV

Apgndix -

The receipts fromt he Home Missions Office of Head Office toihe Meniiobs. Executive

6f the PeA.0.C. are insome measure a guide to fingw ial conditionswithin  he

Movement from 1928 to 1948. The following figures ars reproduced from Ledger 1,

Rock Lake Aecennt,ani Ledger 2, Winnipeg
the Manitoba District Executiye, Port Arthur:
1928eccceccrccnsseeedl,520,00
1930eesessscenccacs $1,349,00
1930ceccecssccccsees$l,y 299,00
1931................$1,640.1&
1932eeesccrccrsaceeedly, 523,74
1933ecsceccsarscecces 577232
1934eeesscccsccccsae ¢5863426
1935ceeccecersscscaceed664465

1936‘..'.."‘......... %64‘7‘86

Statemsnt XV

Year ' Receipts

1934 §1,541,97
1937 $1,804.72
1940 ' $4,317.28
1943 §6,695422
1946 $10,565432

Accourt 4 olr ough v he co-operation of

1937e0sssecesccssreesT660
19380 tccrcacsconenesel509.18
193% ecescceccsnerees $494,97
19400esecesvessceses $527.75
1941eeecsccnrcaces $1,019.19
1942 0eesceasccnces $1,629.56
1943ecsceccccecsnes $1,866495
194%ecccacsccsaveesedRy 285,89

1948‘.....00.00‘... %3’113.00

Bajamwe
$27.00 crAedi‘l'-
$51.03 debit
$249,59 credit
$701.17 eredit

$3,255.25 credit




Stat agent XVI ‘ . AE‘ Eemiix .

- The fimmiele onlitions of the various Manitobas assemblies fiin the Movemeni may be

| Judged in 2 measure by the e xtent of their donations+t o the Bible College fund, 1914:

Bra‘zxion....................%69.00 Dauphin...u..........$23.00
Flin Flon ‘ooo.ooooocoooooo$40’oéﬁ Gilbert Phins..-...-0$14033
Por'b. Arthur.ocooncoi'oooc0-%33000 I.igh‘thouse......-.....$13.50

Portage lo Proiricecessces$25.60
Stetement XVIT | |
.- The camp meeting bhas been importent in the technique of consolidation and expansion
of the Pent ecostal Movement. The success of the Manitoba camp meetings can be judged

from the cashr eceipts as recorded in the Manitoba District Accodnts:

- Yeer Emo Gilbert Plains Rock Lake
1934 $201. 60 $243.85 | $828.02
1935 $137.17 $227.48 $988. 23
1936 $165,40 $315.40 | $1,219.04
1937 $235.34 §308.73 $870430
1938 §233.64 $484,92 $881.01

The Gilbert Plains cemp me etings were discontinued during Warld War IT and permanent

~ camp sites were established at Emo ‘and ﬁanhattan Bezach.

.Shadeland Ge pel Camp Manhattan Full Gospel Camp

$561.47 $2,109.66
1944 $1,264.38 « $9,347.37
1945 $2,186,31 $7,656454
. 1946 $1,646,93 _ $12,431,39

1948 $§ 951.48 | $ 6,917.84




 Tgble XVITL o | | Appendix
Home Mission Funds give another key tot he wealth or pra perity of J‘che‘Pentecostal

‘Movements The Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada records thefollowing proportiomate
grant to the Distriet of Manitoba gnd North-West Ont arios
1928eeccccscsscsscesedly520,00
1932e00e0ssecsssceoessl,523.74
19360escsccsvcesccssed 647,86
1940eescsscccccsscceed 527,75
1944000 scacccasssneesB2y285.89
1_.948.................$3,113.00
Figures for the camp meetings ami the Bible School in 'the " Manit oba District seem-
to correspond with Home Missiom figures in Toronto and imlicate a period of great
prégress in the P.A.0.Ce from 1945 +to X948,
Table XIX
The Apos-bolic Church of Pentecost has a Home Mission Fundvwhi h is divided onewthird
for home mBsiomw and itwow~thirds for f oreign missionse Although thisgeneral offerifng
showed a steady anmual increase, the Home Mission Fumd showed a sieady decrease as
further missionary pledges were contracteds HMany ‘O\fferiﬁgs were designa'tedr-to
special fields or individuals and the Fund itself suffered losse A Missiomry Repért,
Noes 33, June 1949, issuéd at the Saskatoon offices quoted the receipvs for the Home
Mission Fuml ast _ .
1946-4Te00eescscccsesess$l0y244,61
1947=48000cecccscansssced 9,400.44

1948-4'9.'.........‘....'$ 7’944.39




Tab'ie XX

Appendix

One oftherapidly expanding new groups of the Pext acosbal Movement in Camda that

made visible gains was the British Columbia Conferem e of- the Perecostal Holiness

Church. The 1949 Yearbook of the Perb ecostal Holiness Church stated these ass

Number of churches

Mumber of a dherents

Average Sunday School attendance
Average Yourg People's a’btenda.ncev
Mumber of Young P‘eople'é Sec ieties
Value of church property
Indel: edness
Paid on church property

Total receipts
Paid $o pastors

Paid to evangelists

1946

8

339

263

208

6
$32,500400
$ 44350000
$ 1,285.71
$24,893,65
$ 8,668.64
$ 994.00

1949

11
367

424

205
7 .
$92, 265,00
"$13,866459
$ 7598117
$35,607.28
$10,655419

§ 507.33

The t otal number of receipts does not seem very great but whent he mumber of

edherents isteken into account it is often found that the per capita giving of

Perk scostal membefs exceeds $100.00 per annum.




Tgble XXI o o Appendix

A comparison of the British Columbia Coference a ccounts andt hose ofthe Onario and

Kansas Cof erence of the Pentecostal Holiness Church offers a guage o the finaw ial

aml 4 emporal strength ofihe Western Camdian group (1946).

_British Colmnb.ia.”_ Ontario
Number of organized churches 8 10
Tobal mmber ofadkaren’cs_- 339 382
Number of churgh buildings 3 6
Homb e of parsonages 1 | 1
" Church property value per capita $95.86 $301.61
" Number of eordained ministers 26 25
Average salery of pastors 51,238.28 §752,04
Per capita offerings 873442 $109424

Tgble XXIT

Kemsas

15

368

12

8

$132436

26
$842.52
$97.09

The per capita giving of the Pent ecostal Holiness Church inverious regions gives a

picture of the financial stability of the Movement in America and Camdas

Coxf ererc e District 1944 _1945
British Golumbia g 78,97 3 86,09
Calife mia | | $109317 $146.06
East Oklehoma | $ 51.60 § 58.85
Kansas | $757457 § 79.38
| Maritime Cemda e e $165.50
North Carolina $57.10 $76430
Oklahoma, 72435 $924.39
Omterio . $111.42 $102.51
South Carolina | 3 59424 § 85434
Virginia ' $ 43463 $ 71.80
West Oklahoma $ 45.48 $ 64.21

1946

$ 73.42
$229.10
§ 6172
$ 97.09
$167457
$ 76,01
$119.37
$109.25
$ 91.19
& 70.78
$ 71.26
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Teble XXTIT
The ba}a.ncé pf male and female membership in the Canaedian Pentecostal group was more
prope tional in 1941 than that of the American Assemblies of Gode  Also, the American
Assemblies of vc-od had a larger urban membership tha.n‘rura.l membership whereas the
Capdisn Penwt ecostals had a larger rural membership. Comparison with the Salvation

Army in each ¢ ountry in 1941 offers a real comparative scales

Courd ry Members Male Female Rur al Urban

United States

Assemblies of Gal 148,043 53,902 91,849 55,268 92,775

Selvetion Army 103,038 40,633 62,222 1,676 101,362
Camda
Pent cc® tals 57 4646 27,906  29.740 30,380 27,186
Salvy ation Army 33,548 16,491 17,057 : 84041 25,507
Tgble XXTIV |

The Pentecostal Movement has grown as rapidly in Canada as it lms inthe United
Statese Comparison of the growth of the Assemblies of God and the P.A.0.C. in the
states bardering the Canadian West and the provinces of the Cansdian West interms

of mubership, 1931-41, weres

Sasks tchewan 4,970 8,294
Alberta , 34655 8,451
Manitoba 3,441 5,020
British Columbia 2,277 5,235
Weshington 1,225 6,059
¥inwsota : 603 l,980 -
Montana 215 1,144

North Dakota 142 1,245



Table XAV |  Appendix
Akcomparison of the membership d¢f all Pent ecostal and Apastolic groups incities

important in Latter Rain history show a favorable development in Canada by 1941:

Los Argeles, Calif, 2,911

Portlandy Oree _ 24841

Wimtipeg, Hane 1,802

: Vancouver, Be Ce : _ 14535

To;Q-eka, Kans. 354
Table XXV

¢

Total menbershi_p figures for Cansda and the United Sta'te’sin 1947 show that the
Pent ecostal Movement was B rger than any other evangelistic movement ine ither
country. The figures given for the Pentecostal Movement include adherents to all

“the Pert ocostal d enomimtions or s ectse

Denomire tional affilistion Camda (Members) — WHsS.A. (Membors)
Pert ecostal Movement 61,627 , 5614497
Salvation Army 33,548 205,881

Free Methodists 8,788 . 51,222

Christian & Missiom ry Alliance 44207 | 40,283

Table XXVIT |

The Yearbook of the American Couneil of Churches and the statistical survey ofthe

Christian Herald concluded in June, 1947, determined that there were over one-half
million Perecostals in the United Statess The statistical amalysis for Cemda and
the United States p oduces the impressive total of 623,124 Pent ecostal s.dherents

in thetwo countriese The breakdown of tie se figures is as followss
o I

Carp.da UeSehe Tob al
Pentecostal iaction membership 574646 290,708 348,708
Apetolic faction memb ership 3,981 270,789 274,770

Total for HMovemen: : 61,627 561,497 623,124




Table XVIIT

A comparison of the position of the Assemblies of God and the Sak ation Army
in the United States ( 1936 census ) reveals the unique vitality of the Pente-

costal Movement since its inception in 1900:

Assemblies of God = S&imtion Army

Fumb ar of churches or corps 2,611 1,088
Chur_ch'or caps edifices 1,925 839
'Repa ted value of buildings £64099,5414 00 $21,781,052400
Selries disbursed : $1,264, 322,00 & 1,023,420,00
Home missionexpeniitures $624 252,00 $32,586400
For eign mission e xpenditures $189,582400 : $78,731e00

Number of Sunlay Schools _ 24321 1,075

In the United States the Perbeostal Movement spen'ﬁ iess money generslly on
church property and insalaries but spent comiderably more proportiomtely in
home snd foreign missions than Sther evangelical demominations.  Although
statistics are not availsble to make comparison in Canada it seems that

the same rule would applye




Table XXIX

The Pent ecostal Movement inthe United States is more d:'_Lvided than the Movement in
Canadea.e Many denominations in the United States sre "pent ecostal" in nature and since
they all scquired their charismatic beheviourism from the Movement with which this
study deals it seems necessary to vl’ist 2ll the denomimntions and gects that are ine-

- - e¢luded in the term "Pentecostalisme  In order of importance according to the 1947

census of the Ameriéan Council of Churches _these ares
Assemblies of God, General Council
Church of God (Cleveland, Tenne)

Pentecostal Church of God of America

" Pentecostal Holiness Church

International Church of the Foursquare'Gospel
Pers; ecostal Church, Ince

Caly ary Pentecostal Church

(Tomlinson) Church of God

Pentecostal Assemblies of Jegus Christ

| Itelisn Christian Church of North America
Interm tional Pentecostal Assemblies

?enb ecostal Assemblies of the World

: Ifew Apas tolic Church

The (Original) Church of God -

.Congregationa.l Holiness Church

Apes tolic Faith Mission

Pentecostal Fire~Bapiized Holiness Church
Gereral Council of the Italian Assemblies of God

Churein of the Full Gospel, Ince

241,782
77,926
37,048
24,910

21,728
20,000
20,000
18,000
17,000
9,567
6,333
5,713
5,535
5,000
2,849
2,288
1,900
1,547

300




Appendix

Tgble XXX
There gre several exclusively coloured Pentecostal sects in the United Statese.

The chief Negro sects in the Movement in 1947 weres

National David Spiritual Temple of Christ Church Union 15,898
Apostolic Overcoming Holy Church of God - 84000
Fire~Baptized Holiness Church of God of the Americans . ' 64000
Church of God, Holiness | , 5,872
Church of the Living God ( 2 groups ) | 4,958
Chris+t's Sanctified Holy Church 831
House of the Lord | 302
Table XXXI

The magnitude of the Pentecostal Movement deserves more 'Jcha.n a passing int erest.
It is impossible to obtain exact figures on the number of gdherents invaerious

countries but a partial list can be drawn up from the official textsy With Signs

Following and Phenomenon of Pentecost. An sppropriate listing of membership

and number of assemblies for 1945s

- Country Approxing 'bev Membarship Noe Qf Agsemblies
United States 560, 000 2,760
Sweden | 80,000 600
Canada | 60,000 500
England 55,000 ces
South Africa 54,000 cee
Chile 50,000 400
Brazil 40,000 | , 500
Soviet Russia 25,000 500
Finland ' 25,000 ces
Poland 24,000 700
Norway 20,000 350

Kenya ‘ 14,000 282




Appendix
Table XXXI (Cont'd) ' ) ‘ ‘

Approximate Membe rship  No. of Assemblioes

China ' 13,000 cee
Bulgarisa , 84,500 235
Puerto Rico 7,000 77
Romania 64000 cos
Nigeria 64000 32

Argenting | 5,000 70

~ Esthonia . 4,000 10

France » 4,000 | 51

El Salvador 25500 40

Ceylon 1,500 3

dava | 1,500 ese

There are also 500 assemblies in the Belgian Congos 96 in Indias 50 in Liberiag

36 in Wales; 30 in Italy; 21 in szambique; 20 in Egypt; 13 in Belgium; 11 in
Portugal; 10 in Gresce; and uncertein number s inscattered points suchas Holland,

Ivory Coasty Peru, Northern Ireland, .célombia, Switzerland, New Zealand and Syria.
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Conelusions

Our study of Pentecostalism in Western Canada has furnished us with answers 4o
e number o;t‘ questionse The primary question that came to mind in this study is the
??@éise.;na:hure of the Movement, First, the rise of the Pentecostal Movement was
not without historical préceden-t. | Although the Movement was Funi amentalisty re=
formed = nd evangelistie, itr was also a twentﬁ.eth-e{‘an’cur‘y manifésﬁati_on & the ancient
I:Iop'banist heresye It beganm in Los Angeles as a sponianeous socialvmov_ment, the
original sparks ecoming from smell revivals in Topeka and Houstone. - As a typiecal sec=-
tarian movement y it denied any denominational resemblance. -Nevertheless,«_-it: split
off from the inclusive group, evangeliecal historie Protesta.n:'bimn.l A‘I‘he rupture was
followed by an eight~year period of confliet and acute self—eonspiousness.. This
period ended with the organization of the Assemblies of Gal in "1914. :

Thereafter; a period of isclation and integration followede Tt lasted dur:.ng
the :Firs-b World War and the early twenmtiese Gradual coz;tac‘lf.sl with the wider Western
commnity resulted in a tendency to become absorbed in the im lusive groupe The
1914-1928 period was also t}ﬁa:b of greatest .éxpansi;on. ~ Generally, it was the period
of loose organization whenthe Hovenent relied upon great personalitiess In western
Canada this was pertieularly noticesble. As the Mweﬁ_mt begant otake on the charac-
teristics of an im ti-tutionai é'hnrch, a n'ew}series of sectarian brecks was begun.
Growing respectability and inérea.sing Tevolt within theranks of the Movmﬁenﬁ'mrked_
the end of the period of integration and igolation, _

The seetarian spirit, the early enthusiasm for Bible exposition, had resulted
in 1913 in the gppearance of the Sabellian heresy w:.th:.n the Mov_ement, This Sebel-
lian doctrine was called the Apostolic gospele Eventualiy, the Moyeme&'rb was divided
by bitter ‘i‘rinitarian—Sa‘bellian rivalry. Nevertheless, the Movement was kept in-
tact by 'hhe common doctrine qf the "Spirit baptism.”  Thise armon deﬁeminator not
only savelthe Movement fr§m annhilatimbut also afforded a m ans whereﬁy it could
meet the m tional problem imposed on the Canadianchurches by Confederation.

The answers 1o the question concerning the reasons for the success of the
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Movement followe First, the Movement as such represented ana spect of the con=

flict of formalistic and evengelistic tendencies in Western Camsda. The Penmtecos=
tal messé.ge carried a tremendous appeal to thg Western communities because it was

an honest appeal to the Bible and apostolic Christianity. It emphasized a relifious

experience and a conversion not unfamiliar to the pioneer. The early dissatisfac-
tion of Western people with the ministry of the line churches in bothservices and

calibre was capitalized upon. Only the Bible College teachers in {he Pentecostal
Hovement emphasized the importance of correet ‘religious philosophy, and ihen not

above spirituslity and demonstration of 'fgiﬁ;s,"'

Eventw Ily, general aissatisfaction was foéused on denominational over-cﬁurching
and suts equent ministerial duplication, or serving of several charges by one pastor.
So0 many of the denominstional churches experienced a great rise in membership and
8xpansion in the number of communities served during the first two decades of the
twentieth century,. | Overconstruction resulted from sﬁch a situations They overw
built in o period of prosperity, leawing heavy bonded indebtedness for a deelining
membersghip, to support.. On ﬁ;e other ha.nd,v the Pert ecostal Movement was econtent -t:é
use rented halls or temporary inexpensive tabernacless Each c¢hurch tried tocarry
its denominational services to a few members in every community, but the Pentecostal
Movement did not attempt toestablish a work in everyd istrict. Oftenthe Pentecostals
would suffer loss of membership in one distriet, but this would mver man serious
finarrial loss  The increase in tenaney in Western Canada iﬁr-bher added to the
problems of the older denominational ehurches. Increasing -benane? meant the de-
cline of the rural church but loe £t “the Pent ecostal Movement little affected, as it
was in itself unstable and itinerant incharacter.
Be that as it may, overchurching was an indefinite term inthat no definite

ﬁérm of edequate ehﬁrc};ing was ever established or hypothecateds Neverthsless, it
would appear that a congregation financially able to support its minister and o

maintain its institutional buildings was requisite to denomimational survival.
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On the other haml, the Pentecostal sectarian and migsionary zeal mede it possible

‘ for sm 1l -assemblies t0 maintain a minister and church edifice ﬂr.o'aghou-h the
‘_depre‘ssion years. Thereas a United or Anglicanchurch of comparative mnbersh:.p,
and usually greater finameial potential, w ould be forced to close down, a Pentecos=

tal assembly eould carry on suecessfully.

Closely related to this aspéc't of developmen-!ﬁ is the popular belief to-day that
the Pezrbecos-t;al Hovemen’;: grew thr ough the decadence of the rural ¢ hurch in Western
Canadae Such en assumption is at once toogeneral because decadence mver me ani a
decrease in the mmmber of church buildings, or mumber of denvminations in‘ proportion
to the population of a givenareae If there waé any decadence, it was one of de=-.
cline in attendance and membership, especially of young peoplee The liney, or nemin-
aly churches tried to meet the problem by ‘churqh_ union. The Pentecostal Hovemsnt,
on the contréry, employed modern techniques to aid an motionally compelling evangele
isme Pentecostalism perpetuated denominational rivelry to its ownadvé.rrtage.

Thirdly, in sll these situastions the Pentecostal Me ement was able toexpand
its frontier church orgenization. The itinerant missiomary, the week~dey services
and the camp meetings proved invaluable, Itinerani flexibility permitted greater

accomedation to local needs and conditionse The evangelists had personalqualities,

:E'urthermore, that ‘appealed to the peopkd of Western Carndse The humbl e background,
the simple but powerful feith, the willimgness to journey everywhere and anywhere
"for the Gospel's sake,™ the avowed indifferenmce to money amd the unpretentious
ae;iVery of the "word of God" beceme virtues not to be despiseds The "frontier

virﬁues";‘. detracted from the strength of the denominational echurches end added to.

thes trength of the Pentecostal Movementse  The line churches, 2 1so, suffered from
a lack of trained ministerse The Pentecostals,to thecontrary exploited thé ser=
_ v:Lces of the local lay preachers amd the itinerant e\rangellsts to great advantage.
In thewake of the Pentecostal message often c ame the Temperance movement or g
puritenical moral refeneration.

In the f ourth place, the Pent ecostal Movement was sbleto capitalize
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upon the wave of immigration from Centrel and Eastern Europe and the British Islese
Traditional ties and moral standards were weakened with the influx of the New Cana= v
dianse They were not too steble an element and very sugceptible to be carried away
by "every wind of doctrines" In Alberta and Sasgkatchewan particularly many New
Ca.m;.dians were drawn into -bhe inclusive fellowship of the Pentecostal Movement.
0f equal importance to the Pentecostal Movement was the extension of American

settlement into Western Canadae. | Evangelicel historie Protesta.ntimcamet o Western
Ceneda from the United Statese This older theology iranspa ted tot he Canedian West
the ideas of originalsin, hell and heaven. The Puritan traditionani tle Wesleyan
techniques were alse imperted fromthe United Statese The immer work of regeneration
and the accompanying juws tification and "second blessing" sanctification were propa-
gatede The New Reformatiom followed ui) thewa.ngelical“historic denomiretionse In
the United States it capitalized on a revolt against Modernism and the s:ectarian
spirite Later it capitalized on wben labour conditionsyand, fimlly, Juvenile
delinquency, post-—war deyre#sion and disillusiommente To conceive a divergent pat-
tern of development in Canada is not reasopable. The E‘ewiReforma.tion was imported
from the United States and indeed many of the Pentecostel people in Canada still look
to arganizations in the United States for gpiritusldirections

~ The Pentecostal Movement met with comsiderable success in Western Canada because
it provided an emotional release for pent-up temsion and frustration. The loosening
of the bonds of discipline is often accompanied by an emotional mania. This used
t0 be a witch~burning or cruseding menias.ein our day it has become one & s peaking
in strange tongues, seeing visions, f alling under the paver of God and receiving
superngtural gifts 'bhrough emotional sbandormente This experience can be individual
or capa ates Spiritual need was met by an escape into aworld o ot hralment and
releases Ecstasy was given vent inexperience meetings, limited ritual and, finally,
spontaneéﬁs assent to asserted veritiese The spontaneous enthusiasmfir an ideal
“"way of life" united the mambers despite divergent backgrounds. We £ind in the

release from pent-up emotionalt ension, perhaps, not only s reason f or Pentecostal
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success but the raison d'etre in the confusion of cults and sects.

The Holiness Movement in Canada had also prepared the soil for the sowing of
seedsiperfoctionist doctrines. People sought personal perfection in life as well
as freedom fromtempta.tion. The charismatic Pentecostal d octrines catered to

Just such radical elements. The strange motérv automatisms inw orship werew ol-

comed by the peop'_le of Holiness training as evidence of the power o t he Holy ‘
Ghoste  Other radical groups welcomed_ it because itv was egocentrice Those whose
principalreligious objectives were physical camfort and exhilarationwere particu-
larly atfra.cted by the doctrines e;f divine healing and temporal blessings. | The

attack that the people who became interested in Pentecostalism were n‘.m:;rested
only ":m -l{he loaves and fishes" is, howefer, limitede
The Pentecostal message fdund e response from people who s ought an esoterie

religion. People who a;:peri;e_nced 8 need for initiation and sbandomment were satise
fied in the‘Peﬁteeostal Hovemente Not only was there initia:b:_lon into a mystical
body, in some cases baptism in "the Neme of the Lerd Jesus Cirist," but there

was opportunity fore omp.lete abé.ndonment in an ihfini‘by beyond human description,
the "enduemente" The dectrine of the Pentecostal Movement had a special appeal
to agx‘ar:‘x.a.n peoplé which it lost in the deterministic and me chanistie citiess

-1t a._pp*ealed. t0 "é,grarian mysticisme" Persons who would mever think of praying

for an eclipse of the sun or moon would devoutly offer prayers forrein to save the
erops 'anddrown the grasshopperse TFor such esoteric gearchings the Penb ecostal
Mov ement _of-l:en became the means.

Politically and economically there was a parallel desire for release from .

o »burdensomoontrols and restraints. The idea of oppressionexpanded of course with
the idea of freedom. The desire for a more danocra:t;i‘ci_ and populér form of govern-
zﬁen-!: and ¢ ontrol was expressed in the Progr*essive Movenien't and the Poolse In
thereligious sphere this became an intense distaste for "worldiness." The
Penscostal Movement expanded on thecrest of this Westefﬁschool of thought em~

phasizing the exclusiveness of religious organisatione Tt mde of :he wardly



vealed tremendous vitality. This gave rise to a feeling of social solidarity and

o the "homey" and "spiritual® _sérmons. The worship was designed, in irief, tozadjust
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society something evil of no concern to the gpiritually-minded.

Moreovef, the "frontier cultural values" created a gort of restlessness smong
the people of Wes*’uex;n Ce.nada. This inbellectual unrest was manifest in thec raving
for new ideas. Montanism and Sebellianigmcould often satisfy these eravimgs. The

Perecostal Movement was directed primarily against farmalism and "good works" in

religion. By stressing the individual conversion and “baptism" éxperience,hPezt e-
costalism demongtrated that the power of potentisl Protestentism was within the be~ _

‘liever. Inspiration, feeling end emotion when spiritually experimented with, re=-

helped to banish lonelinesss Loneliness, of all prairie emotions the mostwidant, '
contributed to thegrowth of Pentecostalisme The Pentecostal Movement could offer
some thing of thessme pleasure the radio, movies and amtomobile offered. It geew
because if afforded an opportunity for people unconseciously to work together toward
a higher social state.

Similerly, it offered opportunity for adjustment to a Divine ideale The Pen=-
tecostal missions always filled the needs of religious education in new fields of .
lgboure By a system of greded Bible instruction for children+t Ir ough to instruection
foradults in consecutive studies in material for sermons the education needs of a

commnity were serveds Furthermore, there were correspondence courses ior the

isolated and Bible study meetings for those within reach of regular services.',_ The
form of worship was suited to the idegls of the Weste Every Sunday there was preach-
ing in every fielde Crowds were reached in the cities and towns by Saturday evening

street me etingse The worship services always stressed congregational singing and

it

man to the supernatural. . _
.. Finally, the great difference in economic position and opra tunity in Western
Cam day the amount of seasonal ;eisure gllowed the farmer toreflect on the abstract

injustice of his positions Again, Pentecostalism had a definite advantage in the
field ofreligious revolte It emphasized sin and direected its attacks against
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Inxury end ease. It playe@ upon the common vir-bues of work and frugality. However,
~ as it tried to accomodate its organization to the community, it also began to feel
responsible for thewslfare of societye Increasingly, then, it developed the traits
of the line churches it had initially attackeds The Pentecostal Movement steadily
ebanioned iis sectarian position for one of d enominational respectability and accep-
tance.
It follows that we how must. consider how far the Western community influenced 'k
_the pattern of Pentecostal developments First, individualismcannot be over-siressed -
in dealing with Western Canada. The imdividual in the West gained significance
through association with any churche A4s in earlier New Ergl and experience, the
measure of social worth was a concept of the "elects" FPentecostalism divided Wes-
tern soeciety into terms of religious piety. ‘The psﬁchological effect of conversion
was not always the making of a better citizen, but always was the implanting of the
idea of being "savede" It imvariably made people think they were morally better if
they ceme into the Pentecostal ¢ xperience. The lfron'bier individualism of the West
was favorsble to Pentecostal epansions On the other hamd, it influenced the Pen-
tecostal Movement to limit its horizons and perpetuate a p_erfectionist d_.octriné.
Indeed, the ascetic character of % he .Newaieformatiqn gave it a certain class-
appeal which the West murturede The ministry, to beginwith, escé.ped th_e congervative
influence of an acadenic wraininge It was felt by the line church’és, which too often
were far from the farmer a\ni labourer in intellectual approach, that those who broke
from the influence of professional o xelusiveness were a menace to the traditions and
authority of the churche Pentecostal ministers end © armers and labourers often found .
themselves in close sympathy as a comsequence. The spirit of Western Canedian thought
- often influenc_ed the Pert ecostel Movement toretaine 11 its legalistic © end enciese
The mtural reaction to lonelim ss in Wesiern Gé#’ada influenced the course of
the Pentecostal Movemente The applicati,o;;f modern techniques to an old-fashioned

message was the direet result of competition with wordly enterprisess The smtomobile

neon sign, radio, orchesira, coast steasmer, rally, public debate, pamphlet and bill-

board, circular, social reunion anl aeroplane were among the new servants of {he
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crosse Inereasingly secular entertain;nenf distracted from church é.ctivit‘ies all
over the West,»'bu‘c the Pentecostal Wovement used__the -i;echniqueswef the aama onbore
teimments o spread the Gospel. Keligious experience as an end in i'tseif wae made

the rival to competing social and educationalgroups and; Sunl ay amusementge

In conclusion, it seems that the Pentecostal Movement had now reached the stage
of deneminaticnal acceptances It seems therefore that, apart from unstable economic
or secial periods in the future of Wesiern Canada, the Pentecostal Movement will

coase to expand as :rapidiy as it has in .tﬁe paste To remein truly powerful in the

religious community it will have to contimue to shake off the atiributes which ensbled

it to expahd from o small sectearian group. No doubt it will produce gréa'b leaders
who will carry forward the light as they see it to succeeding generations of Canadians.
After all is said and done, that has been the aim of allreligious bedievers through

the centuries.




