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PREFACE

This study is concerned with analyzing
the nature of the transformation of Manitoba's French-
Canadian politico-cultural institutions in the period
1870-1896. It attempts to show how the transformation
of population during those yeafs destroyed the politico-
ﬁultural duality embodied in the Manitoba Act and the
province's institutional structure which the original
equilibrium between French and English Canadians in

1870 had made possibie.

I am indebted to Dr. C. J. Jaenen for sug-
gesting the subjeet of this‘thesisvand to Father V.
Jensen fdr his wise counsel and his many suggestions.
However, the opinions and conclusions set forth in
fhis dissertation are those of the author and the full

responsibility for them is his.




ABSTRACT

This thesis analyzes the transformation of Manitobals
F:ench-Canadian_politico-cultural institutions whichroccurred:
during the years 187051896 as a result of the tremendpus influx
of British and Ontario»settlers inrthat period. It reveals
that the earlier stages‘of‘institutional revisionA5 the transi-
tion from parisheg_toﬁmunicipalities and from communal to party
politics - were accomplished in a spirit of compromise, while
the last stage, the educgtional and linguistic changes of 1890
took plgce whenrthe glimate of racial and religious‘bitterness
of federal politics in the 1880's had»been carried over into
Manitoba. The hostility‘of’man§ Ontario immigrants towards the
French Canadians in Manitoba ﬁas exacerbated by that climate.
In conclusion, it was seen that those hostile attitudes and
the tremendous numerical superiority of the»English—Canadian
majority made compromise on the language and school questions
an impossibility, and consequently instead of merely revisimg
the institutions as they had earlier done, the English-Canadian
majority abolished the official use of the French language and

the dual system of denominational schools.
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INTRODUCTION

The position of French-speaking Roman Catholics in British

North Americe has always been somewhat precariocus, and one of the

primary purposes of Confederation was to attempt to remedy that situ-

ation by insuring that the French-Canadian minority would at least be

guaranteed their politico-cultural rights in Quebec, the one province

where they would be & majority. 1 When the possibility of the Red

River Settlement passing out of the hands of the Hudson's Bay Company 2

finally arose, a feeling of uneasiness developed é.mong %he»French in-

habitants in Red.River. Their fears derived chiefly from the fact that

Confederation had not reaily provided any politico-cultural gnarantees

for those French people living odtside of Quebec, 3 Furthermore, the

proponents of annexation in Red River - fiery individﬁals such as John

1.
2.

3.

Ramsay Cock, Caneds gnc Cans (Toronto,
Maemillan of Ganada, 1966 p. 181, '

The Hudson's Bay Company ha.d been granted Rupert's Land, an area
which included the Red River Settlement, by royal charter in 1670.
They had possessed complete political powers in the region from
that date until the late 1860's, and ever since the Company's

union with, its chief trading.rivael, the North West Trading.
Company in 1821 it had also monopolized the fur trade in the

area. :
There was, of course, one clause in the British North America

Act which provided that either a Protestant or Roman Catholie
minority possessed the right of appeal to the Governor General

of Canada, if their provincisl legislature passed a law which
diseriminated against their separate schools. See 30 Vietoria,

Ce 3, Sec. 93’ 3 & 4



Christi._a.n Schul’cfz,” Henry McKenny, and James Ross 4 - were instrumental
in inereasing the fears of {.he-French-épeaking people, because they
continually stated that once the area had been annexed by Canada and
colonized by Ontario, the French settlers would be deprived of their
rights and the #i@tis would be driven from their lands. 5

The French-speaking settlers in Assiniboia realized that
while that attitude was held by only a few individuals in their own
settlement, it had been abiy spi*eéd among the masses of Ontario by
Geroge Brown, the owner of the Toronto Globe. There was, in fact a
closely mainteined liaison between that paper and its offepring in
t]s;e North-West - the pro-annexationist Nor'Wester 6 _ which resulted
in editorials in both papers preaching the same message: within a few
years time a mew Upper Ga.nﬁda would be created in the North-West. !

be W. L. Morton,eé' oba s ° ovince (Altona, D. W.
Friesen & Sons Ltd., 1965) s p. X | Dr. (later Sir) John Chrigtian
Schultz, 1840-1896, leader of the "Canadian party" in Red River;
later Senator and Lientenant-Governor of Manitoba. James Ross,
the half-breed som of Alexander Ross, historian and Sheriff of
Agsiniboia, wes born in Red River in 1835; educated at St. John's
College and the University of Teromto; journalist and lawyer; .
Sheriff and Postmaster of Assiniboia, 1860-1862- left for Canada
in 186/ and returned to Red River in 1869; died in 1871. Henry
McKenney, Cangdian, half brother of John Schultz; Sheriff of
Assiniboia, 1862-1870, merchant and lumberman.

5, G. F. G. Stanley, The Birth o Western Ganada (Toronto, University
of Toronto Press, 1960).. The 1étis are half-breeds of French~
Canadian origin, the deseendants of men who worked for the North-
West Fur Trading Company; at the time of the Manitoba Act, they

=~ constituted the majority ef the population in Red River.

6. Frank H. Underhill," ch of Canadian Liberalism (Toronto,
University of Toronte Press, 1961), p. 53.. The Nor#Wegter was
formed by two Teronto newspapermen, Buckingham and Goldwell, in
1859, Schultz gained ownership of the paper in 1865, and he con-
trolled it until 1868 During that time he champiomed the cause of
annexation and castdigeted the rule of the Company.

7. Globe, Jamsry 2, 1863; Hor'Wester, I (1), December 28, 1859.




The major force behind that creation, according to the Ontario expan-
sionists, would be a tremendous flood of Omtario immigremts into the
North~West.

Both French and English settlers in Red River were well aware
of the economic threat posed by a heavy influx of Ontario farmers into
an area which had, up until that time, been almost singularly devoted to
the fur trade; & but the Fremch people realized that they had much more
fo lose through anmexation by Canada, especially if such amnexation took
place without their consultation. They recognized that their politico-
culturel rights were being threatemed just as much as their economic
way-of-life. Indeed, the vituperative outbursts of Dr. Sehultz and his
followers ? directed at the Roman Catholic faith and the French language
and the encroachments made uﬁon'.éf‘_ﬁ?’é_ji_;g lands by immigrants nfrom_ Ontario 10
convinced the French settlers that they would receive little if any spe-
cial considerafian once the flood of English-speaking immigrants had con-
demned them to minority status. It was, im reality, the foreknowledge
that Ontario would be the coloniai power in Red River after ennexation
had teken place, the fear that Ontario emigramts might make of the colony
an English province in the image of Gntarie}'l%hich proﬁp'bed the #dtis_

into action.

8. W. L. Morton, Manitoba: 4 Hg_.' story (Toronto, Um.versity of Toronto
Press, 1957), Pe 1@4- S
9. Stanley, : i 2y p‘ 510

10. Ibide, pe 55. Mortan, m, pre 11 6-11‘7.
11. Wo Lo Mortgn, edo’ RIOXaY : gota R g
ative D
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The acceptance of the imevitability of a sueccessful invasion 12
of the North—ﬂest by Onfarians wes based upon several obvious factors.
George:: Cartier; Quebec's primary voice in Ottawa, had constantly opposed
annexation in the years(-preceding Goﬁfederation, because he realized thgt
it would serve to destroy the political influence of French Cenada. -2
Such a purpose had, of ecourse, been prominent in Brown's nind for some

time;u* he did a great deal to encoﬁra.ge Upper Ga.hadiaﬁs to look upon the
West as part of their natural heritage. Cartier's opposition to annexe-
tion, on the other hand, tended o discourage Fr;nch Canadians from emi-
grating to the North-West. There were, howevei', many other reasons why
Ontario rather than Quebec aﬁpeared to be the inevitable colonial power
in the North-West.

Quebec was generally speaking an anti-colonial province: its
leaders were in favour of éolonization of their own lands rather than
those of Red River. Furthermore, since the Rebellion of 1837? Quebec's
surplus pépulétien had been moving into New England, and at the time éf
Confederation that current had increased so greatly that it appeared dif-
ficult, if not impossible, to stop it. Ontario meanwhile was fully dis-
posed to the idea of expansion. The province's historical background -

12, Aileen D. Ross, French and Engl:.sh Cenadian Centac'bs and Institu-
tional Change," Canadian Jouz i :
Vol. 20, 1954,.ps 282, gives the secielogical definition of invasien
as "a movement of people of similar background into an area already
settled by a different type of people. This is a common phenomenon
in a changing society. It does not imply a well-planned scheme but
is rather due to impersenal forces. . ." I am using the term in the
same sense but with the qualification that the movement of Ontarians
into Manitoba was the result of careful planning and impersonal forces.
13. Underhill, op, cit., p. 52. Nor'Wester, Dec. 28 1859, A. K. Isbister
to0 Donald Gunn, and Joseph Tasse, ed., Dj rg de :
(Montreal, 1893), p..625.

14, Globe, July 7, 1859.




the Loyalist migration during the American Revolution and the flood-tide
of British immigrants in the 1830's and 1840's - had provided it with a
solid migratory tradition, and it vas %o that tradition vhich Brown made
his appeals for annexation. The Ontario tradition was after all a mix-
ture of American and British ideas, and therefore it was natural for
Brown to call upon the Ontarians to rival the expansionism of the United
States and to do so in the mame of the British Empire. 15 It was the
. recognition of these facts -~ the differénces between the colonization
policles and attitudes in Ontario and Quebec - and the immediate dangers
annexation posed to their lands and politico-cultural rights which roused
the g‘ém into action.

The métig, in order to "oppose a regime they distrusted, . . .
turned to the ancestral organiza‘b:ien of their people, the council of the
buffalo hunt." 16 Their actions in this regard were actually prompted
by the fact thet despite the continued threats of Schultz and his cohorts
in Red River Brown and the Globe in Ontario, the govermment of Canada
failed to offer the French element any assurances that their rights would
be protected when thé trans_fer 6f authority from 'the Company to Canada
had taken place. 17 Consequently, the g?;bgg chose a leader, Louis Riel, 18
and set out to protect their rights first through force of armx and

secondly through negotiations.

1'5.' Globe, :{une 30, 1862 January 27, 1864.
16. Morton," Maniteba, pe 121.

17. Stanley, Wegtern Canada, p. 64.
18. Ibld., Pe 670
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During the somewhat hectic period which preceded the birth of
Man;‘_.toba., there existed a gemeral confusion in the Northf-West in regard
to who actually governed the area. Riel and his followers contended
that the present government in Assiniboia - Governor William Mactavish
and the Council of Assiniboia - was too weak and inept to govern pro-
perly, and so they decided to seize control of the administrative
machinery and form a provisional govermment, 19 The basic aim of the
Provisional Govermment was to attempt to negotiate terms with Canada.
During the course of events preceding actual negotiations between Canada
and representatives from the North-West, four "Bills of Rights" were
drafted, and in each ome of them the influence of the French element
was reflected in the demands for constitutional guaraniees protecting
the m_ej;_g' lands and the politico-cultural rights of the entire French-
speaking populatien.

The four bills a.ctually reveal a progressien of concern on
the part of Riel and his follewers for their lands and their politico=-
cultural institutions., It is possible that such a progression indicated
an increased awareness on their part of how temuous their position might
become if a hostile English-spea_king, Pro'bestant.majority from Ontario
were to govern the area., The Roman Catholie ¢lergy naturally encouraged
Riel in this matter, because they realized that annexation threatened
both the Church and the Fremch nationality. After all the interests of
the two had been bound together throughout most of Canada's history, and
it was generally felt - by clergy and laity alike - "that the union could

19. Morton, Manitoba, Ppe 121-122, William Macta.v:.sh, 1815=1870,
Governor of Assiniboia, 1858-1870, of Rupert's Land, 1864-1870.
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not be dissolved without the risk of saerificing both. 20 Such a dis-
solution, however, would ‘beeeme a distinet possibility if the French
were deprived of their rights in the North-West. It was that §essibil—
ity whieh first led Fathers Dugas, Giroux, and R;téhot to encourage Riel
to resist annexation by Ganada, 21l and it probably also determined the
nature of their advice during the acti:al negotiations. At any rate,
in order to see how these two factors - the growing political awareness
of Riel and the assistance of the clergy - managed to play such impor-
té.nt roles i;:z the final drafting of the "Bill of Rights", it is neces-
sary to ghiince somewhat briefly at the background of each of the lists.
Riel realized that im order to negotiate successfully with
Ottava they would have to ereate a Provisional Goverament which re-
presented both the French and English sections of the population.
Accordingly he arranged for a meeting between representatives from
all of the French and English perishes in Assiniboia. 2° That Comven-
 tion drew up the first "Bill of Rights", but its English representatives
refused to accep'ﬁ Riel'é‘ proposal faveﬁring the ereation of a provisional
government, because they held that the Company Government was still legal. 23
Donald A. Smith, % a Canadian Commissioner, called a mass

meeting ianed River at which he ‘urged the people "to elect a convention

20, Jean-Maré Leger, "Aspects of French-Canadian Nationalism®, Universi
of Toronte Quarterly, Vol. XXVII, No. 3, April 1958, p. 316.

2l. HMorton, Manitoba, p. 119. The Reverend Noél-Joseph Ritchot, 1825~
1905, came te Red River from Quebec in 1862; curé of St. Norbert,
1865-1905. _

22, Ibid., pe 126. There were twelve delegates from each section.

" 24. See Mortonm, ed., Begg's Red River Journal, p. 296. It was at this

_ meeting that Smith attempted to undermine Riel's leadership.
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to prepare terms for submission to the Canadian government." 25 31e1
attempted to convince this Convention that it was essential-te form a
provisional govermment which might negotiate terms with the Dominion )
that would be satisfactory to all of the present residents of the area.??
Once again & majority of the Comvention opposed Riel. 27 This second
Convention produced a "Bill of Rights" which was practically identical
to the first list, |
In these first two‘ lists it was recommended that the French

and English langnages should enjoy complete equality in the legislature
and the courts, and that all public documents and Legislative Acts should
be published in both 1angaages.28 It also stated Zhat the Judge of the
Supreme Court should be bilingual. In effect, them, the lists prepared
. by Conventions representing both seetians of the Red River community
only aimed at protecting the French langnage and the metig' lands.

| The Convention subséquenﬂ.y found itself eompelléd to approve
the setting up of a civil Provigional Govermment.?? Riel was elected
President of the government, while-Jadge John Black, Rev. Noel-Joseph _
Ritchot and Alfred H. Scott were elected as delegates to megotiate with
the Canadian govermment.® Riel and his followers "produced in private
a new, third, 'Bill of Rights'."3] The third list extended the

25. Morton, The Birth of s Provimece, p. xiv.

26. Morton, ed., Begg's Red River Jourmal, p. 163.

27. Ibid. . )

28, See Appendix A :

29. Morton, edo’ Begg’ g k9 po 429;

30. Judge John Black was the English delegate; Ritchot represented
the French community; and Alfred H. Scott was the American delegate.

31. Mel‘ ton’ B 1 P ' =

L LQVINRCEe, Pe XVi.

o
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bilingualism of the first two lists to include the Lieutenant~Governor.> 2»
It is possible, of course, that the addition was due to a growing soph-
isticat_ion on the part of Riel during the course of the negotiatiens, but
the curious Ax__-tiele 17 in the phird list would seem to indicate a growing
desire on the .pﬁrt of the Fremch to perpetuate the duality between French
and English which had existed in the area for over fifty years, despite
the actions of "designing strangers" '.33 Probably the most important
gﬂditien was Riel's demand "for 'bhe~ creation of a Province, despite the
resolution of the Convention . . ."34 Riel's concern im this regard
stemmed from his desire to imsure 'Ehat the ﬁeople of Red River would
control the sale of their Crown lands and also to secure special land
grants for the metis.>”

Bishop Taché, to whom the mbtis had always turned whenever
they were in difficulty, had been sbsemt in Rome throughout most of
the Red River troubles. When he returned to Canada, he stopped in
Ottawa to confer with Cartier and the government in Ottawa, and it
appears likely that he was sent to Assiniboia as "a bearer of conces-~
sions, or a negotiator of terms. n36 Upon his arrival in Red River
Tache met with Riel at Saint-Boaiface; and together the two of them
érafted a fourth "Bill of Rigiats."37 This fourth list contaired the
bilingual sections, and the demand for provincehood, but it also

32. See Bpperdix A.
33. Ibid., 7 p-183.
34 Morton, Birth of a Province, p. xvii.

350 Ibldo, PPQ XVJ.-XVii.
36. Ibid., p. xvii.

37. Morton, ed., gg's Red R:.ver Jaurm pp. 345, 448.



recommended the creation of a ‘second chamber like that of Quebec to pro-
tect minorities and the continmation of confessional schools in the area.>8
It can be seen, therefore, that Riel and Tach® hoped the new province would
embody "that union of French and English ‘institutiens_ that had been ac-~
cepted as between Ontario and (nebec, but mot within Omtario. Thus, the
‘demand for the status of a province had become one freighted with great
significance for the future of the North West, and indeed of the
Dominion.?3?

Ritchot took the fourth "Bill of Rights" with him, when he left
for Ottawa with Black and Scott.4? There they met with Prime Minister
John A. Macdonald and Cartier. After the two sides had mntually agreed
upon the clauses to be included in the final Manitoba Bill, the document
was drafied and submitted to the House of Commons. There were two major
surprises in the final Biliv: "bh:e. desire of Riel for the new province to
consist of the entire North-West was denied, and his demand that the new
‘province be given control of ite lands as in the other provinces was also
re:E‘u.rsed..‘!"'l Despite those revisions, Ritchot had seen to i'b that all of
the major itéms of concern to the French elemént in Red River were ac-
cepted in Ottawa. Indeed, practically all of the items affecting the
French population were quickly conceded in the debates without «vappc.'eai‘ls:‘i.cm.A4:2
“ In the Manitoba Act the mew province was granted a constitution
which confirmed the usage of the French language in the legislature and

38, See Appendix A,

39. Morton, Birth of a Province, p. xviii.

40. Morton, ed., Begg's Red River Journal, p. 34l. Seott & Ritchot
set out for Ottawa on March 21, 1870. ,

41. ido 3 Pe 163.

42. Ibid., p. xxvii.



the courts, guaranteed the comtimmed existence of confessional schools
in the area, provided a legislative council to protect the rights of
the minority, and established land grants for the metis.43 Manitoba,
therefore, was created in the constitutional image of Quebec, since the
Act was largely based upon the idea that French-and-English-Canadian
politico~cultural institutions should enjéy complete equality.

- Ina wider sense it may be said that the Manitoba Act was
infbended to protect the rights of the Fremeh Canadians, since it ap-
peared likely that they would soon become a minority group in a majori-
ta;?ian democracy, a democracy dominated. for the most part by English-
speaking Protestants from Ontarioj who - judged by the actions of the
Ontarians already in Red River - seemed to be hostile towards French;-
Canadian interests. ‘I‘he Aet, therefore, was designed to secure for
the French Cansdiang in Manitoba the same sort of guaran’sees accorded
to the Tnglish Canadians in Guebec by the British North America Act.id
Nevertheless, ﬁﬁenty-fsi_x years after the drafting of the "Mani‘tobé. Act,
the province was completely transformed, and the privileges oi‘ the
Franch Cenadiens had been written out of the constitution. The trans-
formation was actually a tri-fold process. Of course, the events in-
volved. in eé.ch of the three traﬁsformative stages were to some extent
intertwined and overlapping, but basically the process occurred in the
following manmer: first of all, there was the transformation of the
province's population which destroyed the numerical duality of the
French - and English-Canadian groups; secondly, the province'!s local

43. See Appendix Be
440 cOOk, ODe citn, Pe 1810
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governmental institutions were trangfo:med by the mew majority in the
area - the English-speaking Protestants from @reat Britain and Ontario;
and finally came the transformation of the French-Canadian politicos
cultural institutions. These last two stages are so closely linked
that it was felt best to deal with them in one section of the thesis.
Finally, the purpose of this thesis is to analyze the nature of‘ the
transformative process which occurred in Manitoba in the peried 1870~
1896.




CHAPTER ONE
IMMIGRATION IN CANADA, 1867-1896

I. THE IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT:

| The phenomenon of immigration is a dynamic process, smnd the
range of factei's involved in its study are wide end far-reaching. I%
is impossible, therefore, to analyze the transformation of Manitoba's
population in the period 1870-189% without teking into account the
bagic trends in immigration throughout the Dominion. Furthermore,
because the pature of Manitoba's transformafion was lafgely determined
by the activity and passivity ;f two outside forces, it is essential-'ho
study the political and public attitudes in Quebec and Ontaric towards
the ides of coloniz_ing Canada's newest province; and fimally it is nec-
essary to glance somevhat briefly at the immigration policies of European
couhtrie.s, particularly those of France and Great Britain. Only by exam-
ining the overall picture of immigration in these areas is it possible
to discover why the French-Canadian element in Manitoba found it so dif-
ficult to bolster their numﬁers, while the English Canadians received
material and numerical support from several directions.

In the period from 1867 to 1896 Canade experienced serious
econonmic diffieﬁlties. During this period the Canadian Pacific Railway
had been completed, the ﬁra.iries had been survejed and were ready for
occupation by homesteaders on very easy terms, the irdustries im the
east had been provided with adequate tariff protection, but still the

era of economic presperity which Confederation had seemed to promise




for Canada did not arrive. ©

Among the reasons advanced for the slow

growth of Canada's economy were the low price of wheat and world-wide

deflation caused by a gold shortage and conservative banking habits,

but, as David Corbett pointed out, those reasons are only part of the

story and the slow increase in Canada's population during that time

mist also be held to account. <

At any rate, the tables below reveal

the extreme gravity of Canada's situation during the period 1871-1891.

TABLE I

NUMERICAL INCREASE IN POPULATION OF CANADA, QUEBEC, ONTARIO
MANITOBA, AND THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES, 1871-1891

Population Increase by decades,

Provinces in 1871 to 1891

1871

1871 +to 13881 1881 to 1891

Canada 3,689,257 635,553 508,429
Quebec 1,191,516 167,511 129, 508
Ontario 1,620,851 306, 071 187,399
Manitoba 25,228 37,032 90,246
North-West N
Territories 48,000 8,445 425521

1.

2.
3.

David Corbett, Canada's Immigration Policy: A Critigue (Torontod
University of Toronto Press, 1957), p. 122.
Ibid., p. 122,
These tables are adapted from Canada, Sixth Censug of Canada, 1921,
(Ottawa; Queen's Printer, 1924), Vol. I, Pe 4o See Appendix C for
the complete statistics.




The slowness of population growth was largely due to the changes
taking place in Canadian society in the second half of the nineteenth cen-

tury. Those changes were caused by:

the depression of the 1870's and consequent
unemployment; the changing.pattern of both
rural and urban life and the accompanying
sociel displacements; growing mechanization
in both the extractive and manufacturing
industries and the fact that the era of
whe&t as a staple crop in certain areas of
the eastern provinces was drawing to a close
and that the substitution of dairying, live~
stock production and fruit farming meant a
decided decline in the rursl population and
in the demand for farm hands; the inability
of urban industry to absorb the surplus popu-
lation, and finally the slow growth of prairie
gsettlement.

A1l of these factors combined to retard settlement in Canada. The
situation was all the more serious, however, in light of the fact that,
during the ninetéen‘bh century, virtually every important country in
Europe except France was sending abreoad thousands of emigrants. 5 14
was naturally a matter of grave concern to the federal goverment that
Canada simply did not appear to be atiracting its share of immigrants.
More important, perheps, was Canada's apparent inability to hold many
of the immigrants it did mamage to attract; all too often emigrants
from Europe would land in Canada but eventually settle in the United
States. Indeed, throughout the nineﬁeenth century the dominent problem

be Norman Macdenald, Canad i grs and Colopizstion
" (Toronto: University ef Teron'bo Press, 1966), P 181,

5. A. Re M. Lower, "The Case. Against Immigration,” Queen's Mterlz,
Vol. XXXVII, Summer, 1930, pe 567.. The only major exception to
this was Great Britain in the early 1870's, when the Liberal gov-
ermment adopted an anti-emigration policy, but that policy was
only in effect for five years.



for Canada in the field of immigration and colonization was the flood of
jmmigrants and native-born soms flowing acmsé the border each year into
the United States. |
The United States, mallke Cenada in the same period, enjoyed

for the most part a tremenéous growth both in material wealth and in
numbers. That growth was largely due to "its immense area of contimu-
ous good lands (a Middle West instead of a Laurentian Shield). . ." 5
Tt was mainly the picture of prosperity in the United States which lured
both immigrants and native-born sons out of Canada. The movement of
settlers across the border to the south was so great fhat at times it
appeared as if "the new nation seemed destined to be bled white by the
process." 6 h

" This movement of settlers from Canada to the United States
actually had begun around 1850, because it was at that point that a
eritical land shortage developed in both Upper and Lower Canada. 7
Consequently, with the disappearance of areble land in those areas and
the land monepoly of the Hudson's Bay Company in the North-West, immi-
grant farmers and na_.tive-bern f;rmérs' sons alike found themselves
forced to seek their futures in the Uﬁited States. It was hoped by
many that that trend would decrease with the advent of Confederation,

but when the years of depression following Confederation revealed that,

5. Marcus Hansen, The Mj : he disn and A
~ (New Haven, Yale University Preas, 1940), Pe 164.
6. Ibido’ }_30 .
7. Ibid., pe 183. The flood eof imm:.gran‘bs from Lower Canade, according
to Marcus Hansen, began in 1851-1861, while that of Upper Canada
sterted in 1861 to 1871. Jacques Henripin, "From Acceptance of Nature
to Gon'brol. The Demography .of Fremch Canadlans Since the Seventeenth
Century, ""Canadian Jg 8l _of Fc : ence, XXIII,
Peb., 1957, p. 13, netes that the land shortage had, 1n faet, become
eritical in Lower Canade as early as 1820, and that the exodus of
French Canadians to New England actually began in the 1830's and 1840's.




if anything, the ‘trend had increasea to elarming proportions, it became
apparent to everyone that Canada's immigration policies were inadequate
to meet the threat posed by her fﬁore powerful neighbour. Corbett stated
tﬁat from 1871 to 1901 "the number of immigrants arriving anmally was
low - generally under férty ﬁheus per year for all years in which the
statistics are at all reliable. Emigration exceeded immigration in all
three of the decades which span this peried . . . Correspondingly, the
ratio of foreign born to total population fell steadily from 1871 to
1901." 8 The 'statisties reveal that this trend was basically felt in
Canada as a whole, but in Quebee its effects; were particularly notice-
able. 9 Ontario managed to weather the storm in the first decade only
to find itself struggling with the reat of the country in the twenty
yéars which followed. 10 Manitoﬁa, on the other hand, grew tremendously
in compa.risozi to the resfv of Canada, but such an increase was only to be
expected, since it was alomg with the North-West the sole region in
Canada offering settlers large tracts of vacant, fertile land. 11
Manitoba's per cent increase per decade in her first twenty years as

a province was 146.79 in 1871-1881 and 144.95 in 1881-1891, 12

8. Corbett, op. ecit., p. 122.
9. See Appendix B. ' ’

10. Ibid., Ontario underwent a slow, steady decline in per cent increase
of its population per decade, and in the period 1891 to 1901 its
increase was only 3.25%. That decline was also reflected in the
mumber of Ontario immigrants arriving in Manitoba in easch of the
three decades. - N

11. Lower, "The Case Against Immigration®, p. 559.

12. See Appendix B; Lower has noted that Manitoba's population inerease
dtslrmg this period closely resembled that of Upper Canada's before
1850, .



Nevertheless, even in Manitoba the movement of immigrants and native-born
settlers to the United States was a constantly recurring factor during
these thirty years.

Thé federal and provincial govermments and various private
groups in Canada attempted to compete with the United States in the
fields of immigration and colonization in order to win their share of
immigrants from Eurcpe, to make permanent settlers out of those immi-
grants, to retain their native-born sons, and finally to win back those
settlers they had lost to their southern neighbour. Among the methods
employed by these greups were the increasing of immigration propagands
in all crucial areas: Great Britain, Germany, and the United States;
the employment of "Return Meni'; attempfs at group eolonization; the
repatriation of Canadians who had emigrated to the United States; the
periodical revision of the land granting system, espeeially in Manitobs,
and the North-West. 1> "

‘ ~ The federal govermment's efforts were severly hampered, of
course, by"‘bhe financial difficui’ﬁies resulting from the dépression.
In its efforts to build a transcontinental railroad, it was firet impeded
4 by the ménetary shortage and then by the Pacific Scandal and the change

in government resulting from it. L 7he revision of general land policies

13. Macdonald, op, cit., p. 186 and pp. 217-218. "Return Men" were
successful immigrants who were commissioned by the member of
parliament in their constituency to return to their homeland
and reeruit immigrants; they were generally paid $50 for every
group of ten or more settlers whom they attracted to Canada.

Lie In 1873 Macdonald was accused of bribery in regard to the Canadian
Pacific Railway contract. The resulting scandal drove him from
office for a period of five. years. '




proceeded smoothly for the most part, but even in that area the féderal
govermment received criticism from settlers and businessmen in the West,
who were opposed to the fact that almost 4 million acres of land was seb
agide in reserves for the half-breeds, the Hudson's Bay Company, the Men-
nonites, repatrigted French Canadians, and other gi;oups or orgemi.za.'l;:'Lons.15
The westerners claimed that 'bho_se reserves discouraged countless pro-
Spective immigrants from settling in Manitoba and the North~West.
| It was the general fdisorgs.niza‘bibn and maladministration of
’ohe»‘federal government in the field of immigration which prompted many
ethnic groups in the provinces to adopt definite immigra‘hién and coloni-
zation policies of their own.

- Much of the confusion on the part of the federal. government
stommed from the fact that the Dominion government and the provincial
govermments possessed eoncurren'f: jurisdiction in the immigration field.
At the outset, John A, Macdonald suggested to John Sandfield Macdonald,
the p:emiex_‘ of éntario, " that a permanent commiésicn' of the Atforneys
General of the Province might "setile some genersl system for future
legislation and endeavour to dﬁ:.spose of the questions of conflict of
jurisdiction that will from time to time arise.” 16 Macdonsld then
added that since Ontario had acquired such a tremendous surplus, the
province was well-prepared forr embarking uwpon a "liberal® immigration
policy. 17 The ontario premier, however, was no:b ready for his province
to incur such a large pecuniary liability. He replied to the Prime Min-

jster on June 5, 1868: "We are of opinion that the Dominion governmént

15. Norman E. Wright, In View of the Turtle-Hill (Deloraine, 1951), p. 35.

16. Publiie:s: Archives of Canade, Macdonald Papers, May 30, 1868, Sir
John A. Macdonald to John Sandfield Macdonald, Vol. II, p. 2270.

17. Ibid. . |




must take the head in respect to pecuniary aid towards inducing emigrants
o come to the Provinces." 18 The general conflict of jurisdiction and
'bhe unwillingness of eithér Fedéral or provineial governments to take
the lead in the immigration field hampered Canada's efforts in that re-
gard for several yearé, until the former body assx;med command..

Quebec and Ontario - the largest and most powerful of the
‘Canadian provinces and the chief representatives of Fremch and English
Canadians - were, of course, best qualified for carrjing out a program
of their own. Both provinces naturaily recognized that most of Canada's
immigration proialems stemmed from her inability to compete with the J
Onited States, but they reacted to that fact in completely different
manners, because their historical backgrounds, their religions, and
their cultures had resulted in the creation of two diametrically opposed
attitudes towards immigration. Quebec, on the whole, adopted a policy
of isolation, while Ontario favoured colonial expansion; of course, the
latter province's leaders were divided on the question as to whether the
federal or provincial government should direct that expansion. In effeet,
those attitudes reflected two distinet forms of nationalism, and the dif-
ference between those two nationalisms was the basic factor which deter-
mined Manitoba's transformation in the period 1870 to 1896. The nature
of Manitoba's ﬁmsfomtion was naturally largely dependent on the pol-
itical, religious, and cultural background of the people who sebtled her
lands during those years, and the character of immigration in the province -

the flood-tide of English-speaking Protestants, largely from Great Britain
and Ontario, and the feeble trickle of French-speaking Roman Catholics -

was directly determined by Quebec's isolationism and Onterio's expansionism.

18. Ibid., June 5, 1868, John Sandfield Macdonald to Sir John Macdonald.



II. QUEBEC AND TNSULAR NATTONALISM: THE IDEOLOGY OF SURVIVAL:

French-Canadian nationalism, in the latter half of the nine-
teenth century, was both exclusive and isolationist: 19 exclusive in
the sense that it included but one faith - Roman Catholicism, and isola~-
tionist in that one of its basic tenets was that Qontaetskwith people
who were neither Catholic nor French-speaking should be strictly avoided,
because such contacts increaseé the danger of assimilation. These feels
ings had partly developed as a result of Quebec's relationship with
France. ‘ “

Ever since the Conquest of New France by British forces in

1760, Quebec had been almost completely cut off from France, and during

‘that périod there had been practically no immigration “from that country

to Quebec. 2C For one hundred years the survival of the French-speaking
people in Quebec had been dependent upon their fantastic :::g,te of natural
incfease rather than any appreciable immigration, 2l put their reliance

on natural increase eventually prejndiced them againgt immigration into
their province. The achievement of Confederation resulted in a strength-
ening of that opposition to immigrants, because the French Canadians |
felt that their rights in Quebec were dependent upon ‘their position as
the majority group in the province. Immigration was opposed, therefore,
because 1t was felt that English-sPeaking ‘Protesta.nt immigrants would

19. Cook, op. eit., Pe 34,. ‘
20. Senator H. A. Belcourt, "French Canada Under Confederation," C.H.A.]

Annual Report,. 1927
21. Jaeques Henripin ""@Q‘Ste’!p te the fact that French Canada recelved
- little in the way of net immigration, Henripin noted that its
population doubled every 25 years.
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either threaten to assimilate them or to curtail their politico-cultural
rights, while immigrants who were neither French nor English were simi-
larly feared, because it was assumed that 'Ehey would merge with the »
English Canadians, who comtrolled big business and industry in Quebec.2?
It must be remembered, however, that not all of this opposition was
directed towards non-French-speaking immigrants.

Immigration-from Franee had been constantly discouraged by
the clergy in Quebec ever since the French Revolution of 1789. They
contended that contact with the atheists and revolutionaries of 'Eher
"Godless" Republic was fully as dangerous as that with English Protes-
fants. ’fhe Church succeeded in winning support in this cause, because
of the identification of the nationalist cause and Catholicism in the
minds of many French Canadians. 23 1n the nineteenth century, Ignace
Bourget, Bishop and Archbishop of Montreal from 1840 to 1876, was pri-
merily responsible for meinteining that identification.
» Mgr. Bourget recruited several religious congregations from
France, }eongregé.tions who shared his ultramontane view "that liberal
democracy was incompatible with Catholicism. . ."%4 and joined with him
in denouncing the revolutions of 1848 and 1870 in France. This combina—
tien of anti-French feeling, ultra-montanism, and ﬁationaliém in Quebec
. ultimately gaw}e birth to the belief that modern France was secular and

22. Beleourt, og,"“cit. s Ppe 31-32; see also Mason Wade, The French
Canadians, 1760-1945 (Toronto: The Macmillan Company of Canads

Ltd., 1955), pe 338, and Everett C. Hughes, French C in
ZIransition (Chicago: University of Ghicago Press, 1943§, Pe 2o
23, Leger, ope cite., pe. 316. . h o
2. Jean-Charles Falardeau, "The Role and Importance of the Church in
French Canada", in Marcel Rioux and Yves Martin, ed., French-
Canadian Society Vel. 1 (Toronto: Carlton Library, 1964), Pe 349.



atheistic, and therefore contacts with her or her emigrants were to be
avoided at all costs.

The clergy in Quebee feared that a mass movement of the
"Godless" into the province would endanger the culture and the rel:LgJ.on
ef the French ngad:.ans. Indeed, the fears of the clergy were so intense
that with subsequent liberal imnovations in France - "the secular school,
the law against religious societies, the rupfure wi'bh- the Pope, the sep-
aration of church and state" %> - the Church in Quebec began to close its
doors to the clergy from France. The ultramontane attitude was perhaps
best expressed by La Verifé and L'Etenda.rd; the latter paper, for example,

commented on the French defeat of 1870-1871: ". . . la tourbe dtathés,
de libres penseuré, de juifs et d'autres éti'anéers qui aujourd'hi;i
. trépignent sur le corps défiguré de notre malheureuse m§re—pati;ie, pbur
insulter & ce que nous avons de plus cher.® 26

It was not merely the pesition of the French-Canadian clergy
and public which discouraged emigration from France. - The population of
France, in fact, had been reluctant to emigra:ée throughout most of her
country's history. In the nineteenth century that reluctance was as
strong é.s ever. "This was accounted for largely by the general equili-
brium of French life: the diversity of cultures and climates and occu~-

pations was an economic safeguard, especially after 1871, when the popu~
lation commenced to decline." 27 In short, there was little possibility

25. Andre Siegfried, ac
Stewart Limited, 1966 s P

26. L'Etendard, Febo 3’ 18830

27. Rﬁber'bs, 3 t £ 1
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of an eeommic disturbance resulting in a sudden flood oi‘» mass emigration
from France. Furthermore, in the decade of the 1870's - perhaps the most
critical period in the immigration battle between Fréneh and English
Canadians in Manitoba - there was little likelihood of Manitoba enticing
immigrants from France, because the revolutionary spirit of 1871 inspired
large mmbers of lFrenchmen to emigrate to Algeria. While it is true that
the movement was a temporary one and that comparativély few of the French-
~men reﬁained in Algeria, it did hamper the work of Canadian emigration
agents in France. 28 There was also the fact that Algeria continmued to
remain preferable to Canada for most Frenchmen who wanted to emigrate
bee_ause of its proximity, its French iaws and customs, its Mediterranean
climate, and its position as a«provinee of France.

Quebec's opposition to immigratioﬁ from France and the latterts
reluctance to enéourage emigration proved to be a double hardship for |
Manitoba's French-speaking population. If it had been possible for
Canada '!;o 1ﬁre large numbers of immi.gran"bs from France, it seems likely
that Manitoba might have benefited in two manneréz first of all, some
of those immigrants probably would have settled in Manitoba; secondly,
if Quebec's French-speaking population had been bolstered by immigration
from Franée, 'then presumably more of her surplus population would have
settled in Manitoba, and, at any rate, with her native French~Canadian
population receiving support from France, Quebee would ﬁave been more
receptive to the idea of coloniziné Mani tbba, Unfortunately, for the

French element in Manitoba, the emigi'ation poliéy of France did not

281 Roberts, op. eit., Vol. I., p. 231.
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undergo any drastic revision in the latter half of the nineteenth century,
and consequently Quebec's demographic fears in the immigration field con-
tinued to plague the prc;mo'bers of French-Canadian colonization plans in
Manitoba and the North-West. Quebec's isclation from France, however,
wag perhaps not as serious a preblem"for those hopeful colonists as the
tremendous movement of French-Canadisn farmers and farmers! sons from
the exhausted farmlands of Quebec to the flourishing industrial mills
of New Englaﬁd. B

Since they were not receiving any support through immigration
while the English Canadians were, the French Canadians -~ fearful of be-
coming a minority group even in Quebec - gtrove to retain as much of
their population as possible within the boundaries of Quebec. In the

nineteenth century those attempts were complicated by the development

of a critical land shortage which began a.réund 1830. 29 The land shor-

tage posed a distinct threat to the French Canadians and their way of
life for two reasons: first of all, if they could not engage in farming,
then they would be driven inte the urban areas of Quebee, into the indus-
trial world dominated by the English Canadians, and comsequently they
would be threatened with Anglicization and assimilation; 30 secondly, if
they left Quebec for the industr;al nills of New England, they would be
similarly threatened with Americanizatien. |

To a very great extent the core of the problem for the French
Canadiang in this matter lies in the ‘geographical nature of Quebeé itself.

29. Henripin, ope cit., p. 13.
30. Hughes, op. cite, pe 2.
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As Bverett C. Hughes has pointed out: "Only a small part of Quebec has
ever been successfully farmed." 31 Fur{;hermore, nost of Quebec's farm-
land is confined to & narrow belt of lowland along the St. Lawrence
River, while the "remaining counties of Quebec form two frontiers. One,
on the north, ineludes the Lauventien Highlands, the valley of the
Saguenay River and of Leke St. John,. The other, on the south, starts
with the rough Gaspé’ Peninsula 6n the hortheast and extends west and
south along the United States border."” 32 fThese two frontier areas
became the primary colonization areaskwhen ﬁhe land shortage arose in
Quebec, despite the fact that in them "agriculture is neither prosperous
nor self-supporting." 33 ,.

It is interesting to note that while both Upper and Lower
Canada inifially adopted colonization programs in order to cope with
their land shortages, the former province sbandoned its attempts when
they met with failure but the latter did not. >4 The persistence of
Lower Canada in the field of colonization is, of céurse, understandable
when one appreciates their resistance to urbanization, industrialization,
and assimilation. Also, it must be remembered that until Manitoba and
the North-West were annexed by ngada, colonization was the sole mode of
expansion possible. 35 Finally,: the most important fact to be borne in
mind is that the "French Cansdians contimally threaten their own inner
equilibrium between populé:bie_n and land by a high rate of natural in-
crease.}“ 36 When there had been plenty of land available, the problem

31. Hughes, op. cit., p. 12.

32. Ibido, Pe 13 and Ppo 16—170

330 Ibldo, Pe 17. - '

34e A. R. M. Lower, "Assault on the Laurentian Barrier," C.H A. X, 1929, p. 297
35. Ibid. .

36. Hugheﬂ, GIE‘Q cito’ Pe iv.
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had tended to look after itself, but by 1850 the shortage of fertile
jand wes so acute that settlement had to be organized by colonization
secietiés. Basically, those societies concentrated their attentions
upon the Saguenay and Lake St. John districts. Two of the most promin-
ent societies were "'Le Societe Generale de Golohization et de Repatrie-
ment' and 'Le Sociefé de Colenization du Lac St. Jean,'with its large
tract of land in the vieinity of Lake St. John, 200 miles north of
Quebec City. These soeie'tfies carried on an active emigration propasganda
in New England‘ and provided free transportation to the repatriates, which
wae made possible by an anmuel Dominion subsidy of $8,000." 37 Despite
the differences between these sécie'bies and the earlier onés, the results
were basically the seme. Most of them were met with criticism by French
Cenadians who claimed that the emiggés were no longer suited for life in
Quebec; also, they often found it diffictﬂ.t if not impossible to lure
Franco-Americans back to Canada. 38 Nevertheless, the cruciel factor
still remained the fact that they were attempting the impogsible: to
encourage farming in regions which were manifestly unsuited for it. 39

| In their confrontation with the frontier the French Canadians
have found that the "one really inviting rural frontier ‘hes been the
hills of the Easternh'rowns‘hipls, rising from the St. Lawrence plain and
contiming southward to New England,® 40 Perhape this geographicel
factor played its part in atfracting“ French Canadians into New England,

37. Magdonald, ODe c11;., Pe 189.
38, Ibid.

39. Hughes, French Ga.na.dg in Trggition, pe 17.
kg' Ibldo’ PPe 18"'190
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Hughes has pointed out that by 1871 the French were in the majority in
the townships originally colomized by the English, but still they found
it neceséary to emigrate in great numbers in order to keep up the gguili-
brium of family and farm. 4l 1% is possible, 'bhérefore, that the tide
of emigration from Quebec to New England originally began when farmers
were forced to leave their farms on the lowland belt along the St.
Lawrence to settle in the Eastern Townships because they were the most
promising of the frontier districté, and once their rate of matural in-
crease resulied in overpopulation, they moved on to the closest and most
prespérous region: New England.

The tide of emigration into the United States was highly ac-
celerated, of course, around 1830 when the countrywide of Quebec ap-
proached a critical point in its history, since in many areas the point
of maximum density of population had been reached. It had been the
tradition in Quebec for farmers to subdivide their fé,rms to their sons,42
but now the land was running out and large numbers of French-Canadian
youth found themselves faced with the prospect of not being sble to fol-
low the occupation of their fathers. 43 _In their search for employment

those young men constantly came across advertisemente in Quebee newspapers

4l Ibl e3 Pe 19. .

42, Ibide, pe 7. ; B

43+ Everett C. Hughes and Helen Machill Hughes, Where Peopleg Meet:

Racial and Ethnic Frontiers (&lenco:. The Free Press, 1952), p. 199.

Hughes suggests that *French-Canadian eulture is so stable not be-
cause of its isolation, but because there has been s whole continent
for its free~thinkers and other rebels to escape into." It must be
remembered, however, that the Franco-Americans, while they often
adopted the life of an industrial worker, strove to preserve the
parochial structure of Quebec. The French Canadians who emigrated
to the Western states, on the other hand, abandoned the parish life
but still engaged in farming.




17

from New England factories, announcing their desperate need for indust~
rial labourers and their generous terms ofremployment. 44 It was not
long before "'the flower of the back counties' were 1eaving7for the
greener pastufes of New England and Michigan.‘; 45
It has been stated by some that the Aexodus of French Canadians

began after the Rebellion of 1837, but there is no definite proof. of
that statement, although undoubtedly many left the province because of
the Rebellion. It seems more likely that the movement was mainly caused
by the relative é.bsence of marufacturing industries in Quebec, the high
degree of unemployment, and the general over-all contrast between Canada's
economy and that of the United States, 46

,, At first the movement of French Canadians across the border
was seasonal, and many of them deli'éerately chose seasonal work in the
brickyards of New England so they would be able to visit their homes
anmally. 47 Actually there was almost always some form of temporary
employment for the French Canadians in New England: there were canals
to be dug, factories to be built, and trees to be cut; and in all of
those areas the French-Canadian migrant workers performed admirably. 48
However, once their jobs were finished, they almost inevitably returned
to Quebee, and therefore it appears as if they had no original intentions
of leaving "la patrie" to settle in the United States. In fact, it is
more _p:obabiy that 'bhéy regarded their sojowrns in New Eﬁgland as a means

to an end:

44. M&Cd@nald, GE. e;t., Pe 1830
4'50 Ibld.

46. Ibido _

PAR Hansen’ OEQ clto, Pe 1650
48, Ibid.
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Some went to repay the village moneylender who
had financed their coming; others returned with
the funds to 1ift the mortgage from the acres
that the family hoped to retain as its own; a
large proportion had parents whom they sup-
ported. Finally, it was said, nineteen out

of twenty expected to leave the States perman-
ently when their obligations had been removed
or a modest fortunme acquired, so that there were
many friendly and business contacts which all
wanted to maintain because of this hope. 49

During the j‘ears immediately preceding Confederation, hoivever, the
.ﬁature of the movement al'bered' somewhat‘drastically.

. The American Civil War led to a tremendous demand for indust-
rial 1aboui', and agents from the New England mill-towns circulated freely
in Quebec and spread stories of the unlimited opportunities awaiting the
F;eﬁch Canadians across the border. Those stories made New England ap-
pear even more attractive to the French Cansdiens, and consequently
emigration from Quebec to the States reached its peak. 70 That peak
lasted for a few years, and it was replaced by another which began
around 1869, 71 Indeed, this latter peak was the one which spelled
disaster for the 1f"‘x-enclfx-spea.king people in the North-West -7 who hoped
to attract large mumbers of their countrymen from Quebec, becanse it
revealed that even :..liri i annexation of the North-West by Canada,
would not stem the £lood of French-Cansdian emigrants into New England.

Every bit of information indicates that the ‘
exodus attained startling proportions at that

time. The demands for hands was so insistent

that farms along the St. Lawrence were abandoned,

every member of the household departing with no
:?.ntention of returning in the fall of the year.

49. Ibid., p. 166.
50. Macdonald, op. eite., pe 185.
51. Hansen, op. c¢it., p. 169.
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A second pesk was evident from the fall of 1872

to the spring of 1873. Families numbering ten or

twelve souls disembarked day after day upon the

New England station platform and agenis repre-

senting the factories canvassed the Quebec

countryside in an effort to enlist workers,

young and old, to man the machines that were

never idle. By June, 1873, it was estimated

that one&fourth and perhaps one-~third of the

lands usually tilled in the province were lying

uncultivated because of the desertion of farm

families and the shortage of labourers.
It soon became spparent that the workers who had formerly jol_zrneyed to

‘ W

New England for seasonal employment were ng;t" taking up permenent resi-
dence in the States. This change was originelly due to the fact that
the mills and factorieé were employing women and children as labourers
as well as men. 53 In short, it became possible for entire families to
secure employment in New England, and thus the dream of acquiring a
modest fortune became stronger than ever. The emigration agents and
industrial leaders did not'hesitate, therefére, to advertise for whole
families, and their efforts were tremendously successful. In this way
the foeal point of the French-Ganadian emigrants shifted from Quebec to
New England. ‘ “

That transition was noted by the clergy in Quebec, and conse-
quently they embarked upon missionary projects in New England which were
designed to protect the faith of the French Canadians. % The missionary

work by the French-Canadian elergy and ‘the letters of the exﬁggés in New

52. Ibido, Pe 169.

53. Ibid.

54L. Abb8 Georges Robitaille, "L'Expansion Religieuse des Canadiens .
Francais aux Etats-Unis,®.in Gustave Lanctdt, ed., Les Canadiens
Francais et Leurs Voisins du Sud (Montreal: Editimis Bernard
Valiquette, 1941), pp. 239-266. ‘
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England quickly attracted doctors, lawyers, and newspapermen to this
"Little Quebec®. 79 French language newspapers came into being and
soon.the new périshes were being continuaily advertised in Quebecf
In effect, then, 1%t began to appear to the French Canadians that the
Franco-American commnities offered them everything that Quebec had
to offer plus the added incentive of a more prosperous existence.
There seemed little likelihood that it would be possible for French
Canadians in.Eanitoba to encourage emigration from Quebsc or ﬁew
England to their province. The economic and historical events of
the forty years preceding their province's birth tended to negate all
of their hopes. J

The years preceding Confederation had witnessed little in
the way of French-Canadian emigration to the North-West. The reasons
for that fact were obvious. The French Canédians did not desire to leave
Quebec permenently; they onlvaanﬁed to better their financial status,
and therefore it would have been foolish for them to migrate”to the
North-West where they could only engage in farming or fur-trading,
because the former would have required planting roots in the new land,
while the latter was no longer a secure financial venture. 56 1% should
also be noted that the French Can#idians received many bad reports con-
cerning the soil in the North-West, and therefore even those farmers

who would have left Quebec to farm new soil were not encouraged to

55, Hansen, op. cite., pe. 167. '
56. Morton, Manitoba, pe. 104. The deecline in fur trading began with
the emergence of free traders, but it was not really noticed

until around 1859.
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emigrate to the North-West. There was, of course, some degree of truth
in those reports, because for‘ some time before Confederation agriculture
in the No:'bh—Wést produced oniy enough food for the settlement itself, 57
Thege facts plus .the poor transportation system between Quebec and the
North-West and the land monopoly of the Hudson's Bay Company largely
explain why people from Quebec did not einigraté to the North-West, but
the other fact to be considered is that there was really no desire on
the part of Quebec or its leaders to exband into that area, while in
Ontario the gpposite was trme. In short, a climate of opinion was
created in Ontario - largeiy by Brown and the Globe - favouring annexa-
tion and colonization in the Norfh—West, but in Quebec there was general
opposition to any expansionist pregrams.

After Confederation the French Canadians were more aware than
ever of the fact that Ontario had éve;'y iﬁtention of making a eoiony of
the North-West, a colony which would offer no special privileges to
French Canadians. The events surrounding the crgation of Manitoba -
Riel's Resistance and his execution of Thomas Scott, an Ontﬁrian - and
their effects upon Ontario made it appear certain that the f£lood of im-
migrants from Ontario would not be friendly, to say the very least, to-
wards French Canadians. All of these factors - the possibility of being
governéd by a hostile majbrity from Ontarioy the poor transportation
facilities between Quebec and Manitoba, and Manitoba's distance from
Quebec ~ tended to discourage emigration from Quebecﬁ to Manitoba. Fin-
ally, it may be said that the basic migratory pattern for French Canad-

ians had become that from Quebec to New England, and once 5. migratory

57. Ibid., p. 88.
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trend has been established, it is difficult if not impossible to reverse
it. Such, however, was the task facing those who hoped to encourage
French-Canadian immigration in Manitoba.

Quebec and France, in the nineteenth century, steadfastly
opposed emigration, and both of them were confronted by a somewhat par-
adoxical situation: the largest numbei's of people who left their home
country eventually' settled in lands which were neither colohies nor
potential colonies of their mother country. In France, the situation
was a result of the nature of Jules Ferry's colonization theories which
specified that colonization could be 'accoﬁlplished without mass emigra-
“tiong 58 in Quebec, however, it was due to the fact that her coloniza-
tion programs were all directed at areas within her own boundaries. In
a very real sense Quebec's policies in the field of immigration and
colonization were, to some extent, self-defeating, because she would
have gained a great deal by creating, or even attempiing to ereate,
another strong French-Canadian bloc in the form of Manitoba. Instead
of engaging in an ezq;ahsionist program, Quebec a.‘btei_npted to colonize
heJ; own lands which quite si:ﬁplj were inadequate for se'b‘blexﬁenﬁ. These
futile attempts at colonization, the .negative attitudes of the proﬁnce's
leaders towards the idea of encouraging emigration to Manitoba, and the”
.absence of a definite colonization program ocutside of Quebec drove the
province's surplus population across the border into the New England
industrial mills. It could be said that Manitoba's French-Canadian

population failed to receive mumerical support for the same reasons

58, Roberts, ops eite., Vol. I., pe 16.
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that Quebec failed to receive any from France: both of the latter two
areas were so intent on opposing emigra’éiaa that they were completely

incapable of directing the emigration which inevitably did occur.




III. IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION IN ONTARIO:
THE ERIALISM OF THE CLEAR GRITS: =

There were two basic groups of immigrants im Upper Canada in
the last part of the eighteenth and the first half of the nineteenth
century: those from Great Britain and those from the United States,
and the politico-cultural nature of Upper Canada, later Ontario, was
largely determined by the resultant combination of British and American
cultural patterns as well as by the fact that Upper Canada was a pioneer
society. Between 1788 and the war in 1812,

the population of Upper Canada grew to 75,000, of

which mumber about one~fifth were Loyalists and

their children, and the remainder non-Loyalist

Amerieans. Apart from the Loyalist movement into

Upper Canada after the Revolutionary War, it was

chiefly one common westward movement of land-

seekers which peopled both the British province

and the neighbouring American territory. 59
The Loyalists were more than welcome in the province ‘because of their
devotion to the British comnection, but 1t should be noted that their
loyalty did not élways imply a complete opposition to American political
and cultural ideas. In general, though, the Loyalists, while they were
of many shades of opiﬁion, 60 appeared to have tempered their admiration
i‘or American institutions with their loyalty to Britain. |

There was gtill a general »prob]».em in the province concerning
the extent of American influences, and part of that problem stemmed

from those Loyalists who were somewhat weak in their "faith® to the

59. Fred Landen, Wegtern ©_and the Americs
 MeClelland and Stewart Limited, 1967), p. 1.
60. Gerald M. Craig, Uppér Canada: The Formati

(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1963), p. 3.
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British Empire. It was, hcwevgr, mainly the later influx of immigranis
from the United States whe actually provided the basis for American in-
fluence in Upper Canadian affairs. Fred Landon states that

Immigration between 1790 and 1812 was chiefly from

the United States, but in this period it was free

land which was the chief abtraction and the oath

of allegiance was often an unimportant and lightly

regarded prelude to its possession. Upper Canada

was essentially an American community under British

laws and British forms of govermment down to. the

period of. the war with the United States. §1

The dangers of radicalism - which in the context of early nine~
teenth century Upper Canada is perhaps best defined, from a British point
of view, as a general belief in the superiority of American iaolitico@
cultural institutions over those of Britain - became so feared at one
point that the British element took steps after 1812 to discourage
further emigration from the United States to Upper Canada; at the same
time, efforts were made_ to encourage masgs emigrat:_i.bzi from Great Britaiﬁ.é’z
Those efforts were principally the work of the governing pérty in the

province, later referred to as the Family Compact, 63 which was made up

of staunch Loyelists and emigrants from Britain. As far as that ‘group
was concernéd, "Upper Canada wé.s not a mere possession of Great Britain

but part of the British nation overseas, where British subjects had the

61. Lamon., QEo‘ci‘bo’ Pe 2.

62, Gralg, ODe cito, PDe 111-114.

63. The Family Compact, consisting mainly of Loyal Britons of the
Church of England, weasthe socially, economically and politically
dominant group in the province. It was devoted to the gtatus quo,
to the development of Upper Canada on British rather than American
lines, and therefore to the affiliation rather than the separation
of church and state. Of course, their defense of the giatus quo
was principally a defense of their own privileged economiec, social
and politiecal position.
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same rights and obligations as at home. They had a strong sense of
nationality but it was one of British nationality, and they hadrno de-
gire for any other," 64

‘The effor‘i;s of the Compact inthe field of immigration were
highly successful during those years. It is normal for a population to
double approximately every twenty-five years, but in the fi:st half of
the nineteenth century the population of Upper Canada frequently &oubled
itself efery twelve years. 65 For example, from 1824 to 1848 the popu-
lation of the province increased from 150,066 to 725,879. 66

It proved impossible, however, to curtail the Americg,n influ-
ence entirély, because the two basic groups of American immigrants -
Loyalists and non-Loyalists - shared in a general admiration for _the
American system ofﬂ local government, and they were oftemn joined in that
admiration by the radiecal Scottish element in Upper Canada. 67

The division of opinion between the supporters of American and
British politico-cultural ideas resulted in a conflict which greatly af-
fected Upper Canadian life in the fii‘s'b half of the nineteenth century,
and that confliet is perhaps best reflected by the character of the
Reform Party. 8 By 1849 the Reform Party revealed that it was split

6L. Ibid., p. 109.

65. Lower, "The Case Against Immigration", p. 559.

66. GCanada,.Census of Canada, 1665 to 1871 (Oftawa, Printed by J. B.

- Taylor, 1876), pp. 83, 165. . - A

67. Landon, op. cit., pe xiv.

68. The Reform Party consisted of Americans and Britons who were
strongly opposed to the pelitical and cultural ideas held by the
Family Compaet and the Church of England. Furthermore, since the
reformists included mostly Methodists and Presbyterians, they
attacked the privileged position held by Anglicans and other
Compact members in the province's government. :
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:;Lnte two segments: a conservative (British) wing of reformers, known as
Moderates, and a radical (American) contingent, referred to as the Clear
Grits. 69 prior o Confederation the powerful influence of the American
element was primarily noticeable by the changes effected in the province's
politico-cultural institutions. The role of the Clear Grits in bringing
ebout thése changes is not alwaysA elearly discernible, and that fact prob-
ably illustrates that _e'bher elements in the provinee, including the mod-
erate wing of the Reformers, were also attracted to the American systemk
of local goverament, particularly its financial system which had contri-
buted so largely to the country's wealth and power. The changes, there-
fore, may have been just as mueh the result of the feit needs of the
province as of 'bhe’ conscious desire to emulate the United States. 70
The limited attempts of the Reformers in Upper Canada to ﬁodel
their institutions after those of the United States revealed the gulf
separating thqse favouring the cultivation of a wholly British nation-
ality and those supporting the partial or complete adoﬁion of the
American eultural pattern. '~ It should be noted that "two distinct
'i;ypes of local government, bo_th'of British origin, had éeveloped in the
Apericen colonies, the New England %ype and the Southern type." 7 How-
ever, since almost three-quarters of the Loyalists in Canada had come
from New York, it was the New England type which exerted a great deal of

69, These terms - radical and conservative - are purely relative, of
course, for while the American wing was "radical" as far as demo~
cracy was concerned, the British or Tory.wing was radically anti-
French. See D.C. Masters, The Rise of Toronto, pp. 97, 210.

70. Craig, op. cite, p. 198. . s o '

71. Ibid., p. 199, Craig noted that the desire of many Upper Canadians
to mold their institutions along American lines often "denoted no
inclination for a closer political association with that country."

72. K. G. Crawford, Cansdian Municipal Govermment (Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 1954), p. 22. :
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influence upon local govermment in Upper Canada. 73 The New England in-
fluence was clearly seen in the period from 1815 to 1840, when the domin-
ant question in Upper Canada's local governﬁent “vas whether common-school
education should be under clérical.contrel and réstricted in scope as in
England or should follow the more democratic example of the pewer Ameri-
can states." ' The question was actually that concerning the relation-
ship of chuich and state: American immigrants and those influenced by
American political ideas favoured the separation of church and state,
particularly in the field of education. Those feelings were especially
strong in the American branch of the Methodist Church which opposed
denominational schools and demanded that "the clergy reserves ought to

be used for the support of all Pretestantmbodies o v oyl 75 rather than
solely for the Ang;iean Qhareh.' Thoge special privilegés, possessed in
fact by the Anglicans, had been guaranteed by the Canada Act of 1791, and
in the nineteenth 6entury they were protected by the alliance between the
Family Compact and the Church of England. 76 The desires of the people
in the provipce were opposed by the Family Com?act and the Church of
England whose attempts "to encourage settlement and the economic advance
of Upper Cenada along lines that would make it a truly British and loyal
province vere paralleled by an even more vigorous determination to guide

religious and educational growth to the same end. 77

73. Ibid.

' 74. Landon, ops cite., pe 59.
75. Ibide, pe 3. -
760 Craig’ ODe Cito, Pe 165.
77. Ibid.
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The Methodists, headed by Egerton Ryerson, took- the lead in
advoca.ting state-controlled schools like those of the United States,
but it must be remembered that even they would not go so far as to
suggest a purely secular form of education. 78 The slightly ambiguous
nature of their positien is perh_gps a result»of' é.'btempt:mg to steer a
niddle course between the Ameriecan and British systems. The educational
ideals from an Anerican point of view were secular public schools, under
' gtate supervision, open to all white children; T9 the British schools,
at lea.st up unt:Ll 1870, were under church govermment, 80 and that, as
far as the Church of England was concerned, was the correct practice
to follow. | |

The conflict between the Church of England's belief in church
schools and the Protestent dissenters' suppert of state-controlled
schools was tentatively decided by thé Act of 1841 which provided for
“a‘ comprehensive system of public schools and the freeing of the pro-
;fincial university from religious limi'ﬁations. The new public scheol
system was based upon the experience of Great Britain, Ireland, several
countries of Eurépe, and the eastern S'_l;ates of the Ameriean Union. The
democratic character of New England's educational ideals was part&cui—-
arly reflected in the changes made in Upper Canada." 81 14 was Rev.
Egerton Ryerson, however, who evehtualiy detérminéd “the ,directioh whiech

education should teke in Upper Canada. As Landon states:

78. Landon, Ops Cite, Pe 226
79. Carl N, Degler, Out of Our an ;
America (New York and Evanston. Ha.rper Publ:l.shlng Company, 1959),

P 1590 .

80, Lovell Clark, ed., The Manitoba School est:.on- Majori e or
wr%m Rights (Toromto: The Copp Clark Publishing Company, 1968),
Pe 15

8l. Landon, op. ci‘b., PPe 224-225. See also Masters, op. cite, pe 42
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The new era in provincial education proceeded from
policies proposed by the Rev. Egerton Ryerson who

had been appointed Superintendent of Schools in 1844.
Immediately following his appointment Ryerson visited
the United States and several countries of Europe, the
results of his obeervations being embodied in the
Common School Act of 1846, probably the most important
piece of educational legislation in the whole. history
of the province. Ryerson's plans demanded well-
qualified teachers, suiteble buildings and equipment,
reguler inspection, and uniform textbooks. From the
United States was drawn the thoroughly demeocratic
principle that every child was entitled to the edu~
cational privileges provided by the state, and also
the idea of local administration through elected
school trustees who should havetthe right to demand
from municipal couneils the funds necessary for edu-
cational requirements. Efficiency and responsibility
were to be the keynotes of the new system., ©¢

It was this system, with a few modifications, which was adopted by
Qnt.ari.o, and to some. extent it may be regardéd as something of a comp~
romise between the American and British systems. By and large, though,
the system tended to copy the fo;én;er's ingtitutional pattern and mérely
to demsnd loyalty to the British Crown from its students.

The American influence was clearly seen in several character-
istiés of the Ontario educational system: it stressed the importance of
state supervigicn, non-denominationalism, and the propagation of Anglo-
Saxon British patriotism. 83 Those features were prevalent throughout
Ontario's entire educational structure from the comﬁon schools to the
seconda:;y level and even in the university, 84 ang they served to make

the system quite unappealing to French Canadians. By modelling their

83. Siegfl‘,ied, ORse cito, Po 71l.
84. Landon, op. cit., pe 227,
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system after that of the United States, the Ontarians apparently hoped
to mold a diversity of peoples into a single nationality. 85

The influence of the United States upon Ontario's institutions
was also clearly noticeable in the field of local govermment. In 1849
Robert Baldwin, one of the chief leaders of the reform movement, brought
into effect a plan for local government 86 which was

similar in all essentials to the so-called

'compromise' plan or 'township-county system!

of New York and some of the north-western states,

with its county board composed of township super-

visors. The Baldwin Act gave increased importance

to the township by making it an incorporated body

with the power, not hitherto enjoyed, of raising

money for public words. The township administration

congisted of five elected. councillors who named one

of their number as reeve and another as deputy reeve

if the population exceeded five hundred. The reeves

and deputy reeves of the several townships in a

county constituted the county council and elected

one of their number as the warden of the county.
This new system was so effective that it became one of Ontario's most
i)rized institutions. It did, in fact, establish "the fra.meworé of the
municipal system as 'itlexists in Ontario. . .M 88 The Ontarians, who
later migrated to Manitoba, wasted little 'bixm;. befoi'e at'bemp'bing to
insugurate the township-county system in their new home. 59

These two institutional innovations in Ontario were definitely
opposed o the duality which had existed in the Red River Settlement for
much of the first half of the nineteenth century: the township-county

system and the school system went hand in hand, and the latter was designed

85. Degler, ops. cit., pe 159.

86. 12 Voct., e: 81.

87. Landon, ops eit., pe 224.

88. Crawford, ops cit., p. 32

89. Morton, Manitoba, pp. 188-189,



32

to promd'be the creation of a single - English-gpeaking and Protestant -
nationality. 90 Both of them posed serious threats to Frenéh people -~
such as those in Assinibeia - who hoped to preserve their politico-
cultural rights. Nevertheless, when the basic patiern of Upper Canada's
politico-cultural institutions had been established, the primary prob-
lems in the province became those of a serious land shortage and, its
concomitant, a large surplus population, and within a relatively short
period of time the province's leaders had decided that the only possible
solution to those problems ;ras to secure the annexation of the North-
West and thus insure that their surplus population remained in Canada
rather than emigrating to the United States. The reasom for their
decision were quite complieated, and they must'be dealt with at some
length; at this poin%, however, it must be noted that the proposed mass
emigration of Upper Canadians to Red River would bring into contact two
groups with sharply contrasting politico-cultural ideologies.

The people in Upper Canada responded to the problem of their
land shortage in a manner quite different from that of Lower Caneada.
The exclusive and isolationist nationalism of the latter was directly
opposed to immigration and emigration, while the former's assimilation-
ist and expansionist nationalism - particularly as pracficed by the
Clear Grits - naturally favoured a highly vigorous policy in the field
of immigraticn and colonization.

Upper Canada first experienced serious pressure caused by a

land shortage in the decade of 1861-1871. 9L At the outgset, the province's

90, Ibid., p. 189.
910 Hansen, OE. cit., P. 1830
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leaders, like those of Lower Canada.; felt that the Laurentian Barrier
region might provide a home for much of their surplus population. The
difference between the two provinces lies in the fact that in "Quebet

the _colenizé,tion society reigned supreme; in Ontario reliance éontinued

to be placed on the trunk road, free grants, and immigration propaganda."92
That difference, of course, was largely the result of the different back-?
gz-eunds of the settlers in the two provinces: Ontario had grown and
thrived on immigration, 93 whiie Quebec had been forced to resist it for
fear of assimilation.

It did not taeke Ontario long to recognize - the futility of the
attempts at settlement on the Barrier, and by 1875 their efforts in that
‘area were almost completely abandoned. % They realized that in order
o enccﬁrage emigration you must have good iands to offer to prospective
emigrants, and the Barrier had proven to be distinetly unappealing, es-
pecially to Ontarioi's farmers. For several years, however, those farmers
had been looking coi}etously at the highly fertile lands of the Norith-West,
and they greatly regretted the fact that the Hudeon's Bay Company pos-
sessed a monopoly on those lands. 95 It was i'elatii}elj natural, there-
fore, fdr the proponents of expansion to direct the majority of their
appeals towards the agrarian class.

George Brown commanded more support‘ é.mong the Ontario farmers
than any other individﬁal, and his newspapers'! editorials were the most

92. Lower, op. cit., p. 305.

93. Craig, op, cit., p. 232. The Tories were particularly conscious of
the benefits of immigratiom, sinee it had infused new life into
their party in the 1830's when it was most desperately needed.

9. Lower, op. cite, p. 306.

95. Cook, op. cite, p. 33.
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6 Ever since

influen#ial molders of agrarian opinion in the province. ?
he had beeome affiliated with the Gleé.: Grit movement in the early 1850's,
Brown had opposed Mon:bree.‘l.'s railway, banking and tariff policies and V
championed the causes of wéstward expansion and representation by popu-
lation. o7 All of these policies were quite iﬁporta.nt to the agrarian
element in the province, and consequently they cast their wholehearted
support behind Brown and the Globe. The farmers in Ontario were parti-
cularly attracted to the doctrine of expansion, because, according to
Brown, annexation of the North-West would not only mean that the idea

of representation by population could no longer be denied by the Union
Government, but would also provide them with the fertile land which they
so direly needed. % It was in this mamner that Brown managed to instill
the farmers of Ontario with imperialistie fervour; and he was especially
successful in the Western Peninsula because of that area's radical out-
look and its migratory tradition. 99 The expansionist aj;peal wag strong-
est among the radical agrarian segment. of the province: 100 the lure of
fertile soil insured that if the North-West were annexed by Canada, the

agricultural element would constitute the majority of those who emigrated

9%. J. M. S, Careless, "The Toronto Globe and Agrarian Radicalism,
1850-1867,“ C. H, Ro, VOlo 29’ 1948, Po 14»9

97. Ibid., pe 15. . _

98, The Globe, Sept. 15, 1859.

99. Lalﬁen, ODe cit., Pe 161.

100, F. H. Underhill, "Some Aspects of Upper Canadian Radical Opinion in

the Decade Before.Confederation," (C. H. A., 1927, p. 47, stated

that "the essential thing about the Globe.and the movement it led

is that it represented the aspirations and the general outlook on
life of the pioneer Upper Canadian farmer. The 'Clear Grit! party
in Uppér Canada was an expression of the 'frontier' in our Canadian
politics just as Jacksonian Democracy or Lincoln Republicénism was

in the politiecs of the United States." That view was later modified
in light of Brown's obvious business connections, and the realization
that the metropolis of Toronto was very much involved with the Clear
Grit movement. : .
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from Ontario to Red Ri‘ver.r It should not be construed, however, that it
was only the rural population who supported the westward movement.

v The Globe was an extremely nationalistic paper, "but nationalism
to the Globe did not mean separatism . . . Whatever mighfbe the Globe's
criticisms of particular individuals or groups in England, its imperialism
in the end was as strong as its nationalism. 101 14 was that position
plus a vigorous anti-French attitude which first linked Brown and the
Globe to the Toronto ‘business interests. 102 Later, though, as the paper
began to champion the cause of westward expansion in terms which made it
espeeially palatable to the tastes of Toronto entrepreneurs, the bond
between Brown and the buginess world beceme even firmer than that be-
tween him and the -agrarian population. J. M. S. Careless noted that:

The final picture of the Globe should not be that

of an agrarian radieal oracle making common cause

o o o with the essentially foreign world of Toronto

business; but rather one of an urban Liberal news-

paper seeking to earry its viewpoint to the rural

masses and generally succeeding. 103
Gonsequentiy when Brown assumed leadership of the Clear Grit party, it
meant that the party had fallen "under the control of an urban and pro-
fessional group. . 0 104 From :eha.t moment onward the foree of agrarian
radicalism, the‘ fron‘i;ier ;.nflnence centred in the Western Péninsula, was

subordinated to the metropolitan commercialism and .politicél conservatism

of Toronto.

101. F. H. Underhillg "Canada's Relations with the Empire as Seen by the
Toronto Globe, 1857-1867," C.H.R., Vol. X, 1929, p. 127.

102, Masters, op. c¢it., pp. 29, 33, and 80, Masters claimed that the
Globe was actually the most Tory paper in Toronto. Its imperialism
appealed strongly to the Toronto businessmen who represented the
British or Tory wing of the Reform party, while its anti-French
position appealed te the large number of Orange Lodge members among
the Tories who hated the French as rabidly as Brown himself.

103. Careless, op. eit., p. 19.

10,. Careless, op. cite., p. 16.
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Brown was. ideally suited to the task of combining the two wings
of the Reform Party, because while he himself was a member of the business
community, he had become the accepted leader of the rural masses. The
nationalism of the Clear Grits was indeed, like many nationalistic move-
ments, a rather strange amalgam of foreces: British, American, agrarian
and commercial forces were all combined in the movement. In effect, the
' two principal strains of influence in Ontario - the British and American -
had been reconciled by Brown, but in the resultant union it was to be the
conservative, British wing of Toronto buliinessmen which dominated the
Clear Grit party. 1%° The dominance of the British wing first became
a reality at the Reform Convention in 1859, when the Grits, at Browm's
suggestion, decided to assert the importance of the British connectién
and to scorn any talk of annexation of Canada by the United States. That
decision revealed their desire to remain a distinetive national eﬁ'ﬁitjr; '
Given their geographic proximity to the political, military and economic |
powers of the ‘United States, Canada seemed to require some form of prb:
tection in order to prevent its being annexed by the United States. 106
It was for that reason that ihe Grits developed an ideolegy of survival
for English Canada, based ﬁpon the- imperial connection and the doctrine

of economic competition against the United States.

105. Ibide, ppe 15-16. That event was a reflection of the fact that
the disappearance of fertile land had signalled the passing away
of the frontier and the beginning of metropolitanism. As the
rural area declined in strength in the fifties with the disap-
pearance of its wealth, the urban area grew rapidly in economic,

~  political and cultural strength. See Masters, op. eit., p. 53.

106. Norman Penlington, Canada and Imperialism: 1896- (Toronto:

University of Toronto Press, 1965), p. 26l. ,
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Brown'!s personal position in the Clear Grit party and his
awareness of thé complex nature of that party enabled him to champion
the expansionist cause in a truly effective manner. Many of the Globe's
appeals for annexation of the North-West were phrased in a manner de-
signed to attract both Americans and Britons, farmers and businessmen
to the cause. On Jamuary 22, 1863, for example, the Globe stated:

Ir Canadé aequires this territory it will rise in a few

years from a position of a small and weak provinee to

be the greatest colony any country ever possessed,

able to take its place among the empires of the earth.

The wealth of 400,000 square miles of territory will

flow through our waters and be gathered by our mer-

chants, mamufacturers and agriculturists. Our sons

will occupy the chief places of this vast territory,

we will form its institutions, supply its rulers,

teach its schools, £ill its stores, run its mills,

navigate its streams. 1
Brown also seldom hesitated to point out that if Canada failed to annex
the North-West, then the United States would almost certainly do so.
The Globe constantly berated Canadians for not demonstrating as much
g#nterest in expansion as the Americans did, and its pages were always
warning the public that the political and commercial influence of St.
Paul was steadily gaining ground im Red River. 108 1y this menner B
Brown's editorial policy clearly revealed the desire of Toronto business-
 men té emalate the enterprising abilities of their countérparts in New
York; 109 o¢ course, if the North-West were amnexed by Ontario, then
they would be able to expand their commercial activities and compete

more effectively against the New York merchants. The challenge which

107. Globe, Jammary 22, 1863.

108, Underhill, "Some Aspects of Upper Canadian Radical Opinion . . .,"
» GOH.A.’ 1927, PPe 53-54.

109. Masters, op. cit., p. <211.
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the Globe made to the Onmtario public called upon them to imitate the
enterprise and éxpansionism of others, without stating whether the
"others" were Ameriean or British: "The non-occupation of the North-
West Territory is a blot upon our ché.racter for enterprise. We are con-
teﬁt to play the drone while others are working. We settle down quietly
within the petty limits of an insignificant province while a great empire
is offered to our agbition."” 110

It was clearly evident, too, that the United States was gaining

a firm foothold in the North-West. The Nor'Wegker, the Globe'!'s offshoot
in Red River, reported in 1360 that a group had been formed favouring
annexation of the area by the United States. ~-* The Red River paper
also confirmed the fears of the Globe and other Toi'onto papers that it
was the commercial intercourse between St. Paul and Assiniboia which
appeared to be gradually bringing the two areas towards a politieal
union. 112 The Globe challenged the business commnity to act in order
to prevent -‘what amounted to economic and political disaster - ‘the
passing of the Red River trading area into American hands. On August
26, 1859, the Globe remarked that "Torento has a race to run with St.
Paul to secure the full benefit of the Red River Trade. . ." 113 Sueh
appeals were certainly not ignored by Toronto's business coMity.
Geroge Brown's brother, Gordon, for exé,mple, %ook part in "finaneing thg
‘Kennedy expeéitien of commerce and exploration to the Nortl;west in 18555

and he was again associated with . . . the direetorship of the North West

110, Globe, July 15, 1862

111. Nor'Wester, Sept. 28, 1860 and Nov. 25, 1863.

112, Ibid., June 14 and July 28, 1860,

113. Globe, Aug, 26, 1859. See also the Toronto Leader, Aug. 27, 1859,
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Transportation Company, organized in 1858." 114 1Indeed, it was impog-
sible for them not to realize“ that if pr_ei' Canada's commercial interests
supported the expansionist cause, they would'reap %he tremendous finan-
cial profits to be 'gained in any vast, new trading area. 115 Brown's
assumption of the leadership of the Grits,_ therefore, meant mich mofe
than the mere subordination of the American fadical wing to the British
congservative segment: it also meant that the farmers' desire to expand
;;hysically and the businessmen's ambition to expand eéonomica.lly had
been synthesized in an imperiaiistic movement. 116

The Globe's case for expansion was a very strong one, especi-
ally in tei'ms of ’ehé immigration politics of the peried. Since Canada's
economy was suffering because of the tremendous loss of innnigrants to .
the United States, it was essential for the country to acquire the fine .
lands of the North-West in order to attract and hold their European im-
migrants and to dis"ehourage native-bom Canadians from lea.ving their
country to settle in the United States. Ontario was experiencing those
problems in an acute manner beeause of her land shortage, and Brown's
argument seemed to make eminmently good sense to the 1and-hungrjr fa.rﬁers
in Western Ontario., |

Brown's _ba.sie point was "that with the West a part of Canada
our adven‘l;ﬁrous ” sﬁiri‘bs would go tk“zereb ingtead of 'beingb lost to the
United Statss; that the Red and Saskatchewan valleys would make us a

N

1140 Ca.releSS, ODs cito, p017' ‘
115. Nor'Wester, Feb. 9, 1863, quoting from the Globe.
116, QOOk,_ OPs c;‘bo, Pe 33. .




40

rival with the republic for European immigration.” 117 A11 of this
implied a certain amount of envy of the United Stétes, but it seldom
amounted o a virulent anti-Americanism. 118 For several years the
English-Canadian nationalists in the Reform Pa.i'ty had been divided by
a factional war between the American (radical) and British (eonservative)
* wings. During that conflict there had been a slight amount of anti-
Americanism exhibited by the latter group, but when their division had
been ended by Brown at the Reform Cpnventian, it .became no longer prac-
tieal to ind»ulige‘ overmuch in overt anti-Americanism, because such actions
would only alienate the American segment ‘of the party. However, the
Reform‘ Convention, as mentioned earlier, signalled the takeover of the
party by the business interests of Toronto, led by Brown, and both Brown
and the Toronto reformers - espeeiaily the Orangisté - Were viclently
anti-French, 119

.; In effect, then, when the frontier of Ontario disappeared in
the 1850ts, the metropolis of Toronto became the cultural and political
- ecentre i‘ér the Clear Grits,' and the opinions of the city soon became

those of the party. 120 Also, the American wing had been primarily

117. Underhill, ®Some Aspects of Upper Canadian Redical Opinion. . ." s
‘ C.H‘A.’ 1927, ) p. 54. . i . ] -

118, Penlington, op. cit., p. 262. Penlington stated that English
Canada revealed a marked "reluctance to oppose the United States
forthrightly." . .

119. Masters, gp, cit., pp. 32-33. This also clarifies a point made
earlier; while the Tories were. often conservative in regard to

democracy, they were quite radieal in their opposition to the French.
See ibid., p. 210, Masters noted that "Toronto can be at the same
time a stronghold of conservatism and radicalism."

120, Ibid., p. vii. Masters, in speaking about Toronto's "metropolitan
status," stated that "the term metropolis implies.much more than
mere economic dominance, Pushed to its fullest extent it implies
many forms: political, cultursl, and social as well as economic.”
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concerned with the problems of democracy and the relation bétween church
and state; their ra.dicélism had been primarily reflected in the reforms
accomplished in Ontario's politico-cultural institutions. The radicalism
of the British wing dif:éered in that it was generally directed towards
the goals of increasing material prosperity and solving concrete politi-
cal problems. Indeed, even the anti-French position of the Grits was
‘basefl upon economic and political, as well as cultural, grounds. It was
rela'bively natural, therefore, for the Grits to turn from a muted anti-
Americanism to a deép_ hostility towards French Cenadian attitudes. 121
While the Grits then generally tended to ‘regard the Americans as rivals
or business competitors in the struggle for comtrol of the North-West,
‘they began to regard the French Canadians as their actual enemies in
that struggle. |

The hostility of Brown and the Grits was directed both towards
the Roman Catholic Church and the French Canadians, 1%° and it resulted
first of all from the fact that the Grits believed that the union of the
twq provinces in 1841 had resulted in an oppressive situation for Upper
Canada. They "believed their province to be the vietim of an unsci'upulous
and unprihcipléd government whieh maintained itself in power by gross
corruption and the votes of Lower Canada." 123 Brown himself felt that
John A. Macdonald's géverhmeiat derived ité strength because of the power

of the Catholic Church in Quebec, and it was principally

121. Penlington, op., cite, p. 262. This is an example of what Penling-
ton speaks of as the "alacrity with English Canada shifted from
anti~-Americanism to resentment of Canada's policy and of French-
Cangdian attitudes."

122. Landon, op. cit., p. 232; Underhill, "Some Aspects. . .," p. 463

- and Careless, op. €it., ppe. 14~15.

123, Landon, op, cite, pe 233.



the political activities of the hierarchy which
roused the Globe's ire; their interference in
elections; their refusal to accept the complete
separution of Church and State which the Upper
Canadian Reformers thought the only possible
policy in a country of such diverse faiths asg
Canade; and especially their working alliance
with the big business interest of Montreal
which regularly delivered some f£ifty odd French-
Canadian 'Moutons' in the Assembly under Cartier's
leadership to vote for every job of the Grand
Trunk, for tariffs that compelled Upper Canada
to buy from Montreal instead of from the United
States, or for the mere lack of action that pre-~
. vented Cansda from chellenging the monopoly of
the Hudson's Bay Company in the North-West. 124

This last fact is of crucial importance, because, for that reason

and the others already noted, an anti-French attitude became a central
tenet of Grit imperialism, and the idea of conducting a Kulturkampf in
the North-West grew out of a refusal on the part of the Ontarians, led
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by the Grits, to tolerate French~Cansdian politico-cultural institutions.

Brown constantly contended that it was mainly the opposition

of Cartier and the French Canadians which prevented the speedy acquisi-

tion of the North-West. In 1860 the Globe stated:

The Horth-West Territory lies open before us - a
field white for the harvest. We must not enter
upon it. Lower Canadian interests forbid it.
The interests of trade, of agriculture, the
promptings of national and personal ambition,
lead us in that direction; all must be abandoned
because Lower Canada commands it. The Grand
Trunk may be extended to the east through Lower
Canada; docks at Montreal may be constructed with
Upper Canadien money, but there can be no exten~
sion of operations to the west within British
territory, because thez would weaken the influ-
ence of Lower Canada., 125

12,. Underhill, "Some Aspects. . ", p. 46.

125, Nor'Wester, March 28, 1860, quoting the Globe. See also the

Globe, April 2, 1858,
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Cartier's opposition to the methed of annexation proposed by Upper Canade
wag madé quibe explicit on several occasions. The Nor'Wester reported
in 1859 that '.

M. Cartier . « . was over here last autumn, and seems to
have satisfied Sir Edward of the hopelessness of annexa-
tion. He told him very frankly that, as the head of the
Lower Canadian party, amy proposal of the kind would
meet with his determined opposition - as it would be
putting a political extinguisher upon the paxrty and

the Province he represented; and, if carried out,
would lead to a dissolution of the Union. He admitted
the desirability of throwing open the trade of the
Hudson Bay Territory to Canadian capital « « ., and
would willingly agree to Canada's contesting the
validity of the Company's charter . . . provided that
the territory teken from the Company should not be
annexed to Upper Gamada, but should be erected into

a separate colony to form ga’rt of a general federation
of the British Provinces. 126 ‘

At s later date, Cartier explained his view on the matter before parlia- |
“ment, "Je n'al jameis ote epposé, en principe, & cette mesure. Mais je
n'ai jamais Jvoulu consentir A ce gue la province i'Ontario devint seul
pi'eprietaire de cette immense region, & 1'exc1usie:fz’des autres provinces
. . .127 Cartier's position, then, was that annexation of the North-
West could only be #accept.a.ble to F;:ench Canade if the area did not become
a part of Ontario. -
Brown recognized that Cartier's position was basically that of

Quebec as a whole, and under such circui;zstances annexation was completely

126, Nor'Wester, Dec. 28, 1859, A. K. Isbister to Doneld Gunn. Sir
Edward was Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, who was appointed as Colonial
Secretary in 1858; during his period in that office he strove to
bring about the annexation of the North-West by Canada. See Stanley,
Birth of Wegtern Canada, pp. 29-30. ‘

127. Joszglsl Tasgé, ed., Discours de Sir George Cartier, (Montreal, 1893),
Poe .. . ’




bdy

unfeasible. Broun consequently began to argue, along with Cartier, for

the creation of a federal structure for Canada. On May 22, 1859 the
Globg declared: |

So long as the present regime exists, so long as
Lower Canade has reasen to fear the growth of
the population of the West, so long will there
be vagillation and weakness in our annexation
policy. The dieruption of the existing union
and the establishment of a Camadian federal
systen is the only remedy for existing evils .
e o < The French Canadien who desires to per-
petuate his peculiar institutions - (to sddép
in his shell while all the world around him is
advaneing) - may enjoy his wish unaffected by
the designs of 'les Clear Grits' . . .; the
people of the West may regulate. their local
institutions on their own model, uninfluenced
by foreign opinions, and may devote their
wealth to the develepment of their great
resources . o o 1298

The demand for the creation of a federal structure was not always
phra.sed in such relatively peaceful terms. At one point, the paper
commented that "Lower Canada, aided by the agents of the fur-trading
monopoly, preveﬁts our onward march to the West, and it will be so +ill

we have either gwe the Freneh po

gether or have given Lower

_t’ aWay
Canada a position of compa.rati%e indeperdence. 129

The first of the above statements implies that, since the French
Canadians in Quebec were anti-expansionist, the North-West would be mainly
settled by English Canadians from Ontario, and therefore it was logical
to assume that the érea's politico-cultural institutions would be those

of the latter province.' The second statement reiterates the contention

128, Globe, May 22, 1859. (Italics mine).
129. Ibid., May 24, 1859. (Italics mine).
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of the Grits that the French Canadians were blocking the process of an-
nexation and adds that it might be well to do away with the French in-
fluence entirely. The Globe carefully cultivated the theory among pros—
pective On%ario emigrants that the West - even if it were not annexed
by Ontario alone - would be a colony of Ontario, an area dominated by
fhe English-speaking Protestant element, and finally an area in which
the influence of the French would actually be "swept away altogether."
Statements of that sort contending that the French Canadians were op
posed both to annexation of the North-West and to political and economic
progress in general resnlféd in the creation of a pervasive anti-French
bias among Ontario emigrants.

The imperialism of the Grits demanded two things above all
elge: repfesentation by population and westward expansion: they de~
sired to see the implementation of both policies in order to free them~
selves from what they regarded as the political and economic dominetion
of their province by Quebec. Quebec, on the other hand, was opposed to
representation by population, since it would place them under Ontario's
control., 130 Such a situatioﬁ could only be solved by the creation of
a federal constitution. The British North America Act of 1867 was looked
upbn as a compromise by Biownhand man& other Reformers who would have
‘preferred the achievement of representation by population. It was, how-
ever, a compromise which, in Brown's opinion, would give Ontéria all it
desired: "control of her owntlocai affairs and a proper influence, based

on her popﬁlation, over general affairs, together with the great future

130, Underhill, Some Aspects on Upper Canadian Radieal Opinion. . .1y,
Pe 55, . . .
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which the empire of the West would bring." 131 The latter idea hgd been
ca.i‘efu]ly nurtured by the Globe and practically évery other paper in the
province for over a decade; all of the classes in Ontario supported the
"Manifest Destiny" of their province to some degree or other. The ex-
pansionist cause did, indeed, promise something for everyone: ‘land and
gold for the farmers and merchants; missionary work for the evangelical
sects; and the work of colonizing the new territory for thoée who desired
to further the glory of the British Empire. Of course, as in many im-
perialistic movements, those ‘mo'tives were often intertwined and over-
lapping in the minds of the Ontario emigrants. VOne thingr was certain:
both the American and British poles of the English—Ganadian nationalist
spirit, which had developed coincidentally with the imperialism of the
Grits, were devoted to cultural and institutional patterns that were fun-
damentally different from those of the French Ganadians in Red River.
Furthermore, the anti-French attitudé of Brown, the Grits, and the
Orangists among the Tories was shared by many of those who emigrated
‘from Ontario to Red River; that attitude had played an important role

in bringing about the Riel Insurrection and the birth of Manitoba, and
in 1870 it only remained to be seen what would result when the Protes-
tant, Anglo-Saxon. culture came into close contact with that of the French

Canadians in Manitoba,

131. Ibid., pe 55.




CHAPTER TWO
THE TRANSFORMATION CF MANITOBA'S POPULATION: 1870-1885

CLASH BETWEEN FRENCH AND EXGLISH CANADIANS: . .
The first decade and a half following Manitoba's creation as

a province was an extremely eritical transformative peri&d for the pro-
vince's population. The census at the time of the Manitoba Act revealed
that the population was 11,963, consisting of 558 Indians, 5,757 metis,
4,083 English half-breeds, and 1,565 white settleré;- it also stated that
there were 6,247 Catholics and 5,716 Protestants. 1 The equilibrium and
common interests of the provincels population had contributed to fifty
years of peace, harmony and good;will between the Freneh and English
settlers in the area. © Tt was also that equilibrium and harmony which
hed made the Red River settlement's institutions bilingual and biculbural
in practice. Although the principlé of duglity - the equality of the
French and English social groups in the area's politico-cultural ingti-~

'Eutions - thus practised had never been offiéially sanctioned, the "o1d" 3

l. Canada, Segsional Papers, Vol. 20, 1871, p. 91. )

2. R. O. MacFarlane, "Manitoba Politics ang Parties after Confederation,®

3. Ibid., pp. 45-46. Macfarlane stated that the "term {Old Settler' is
applied to those persons whose families ecame to Red River before . the
immigration from Canada began, say sbout 1860, It included three
chief elements, the Hudson's Bay Company officials and dependents,
the Métis, and the Kildoman settlers, Al] of these had a common
denominator in the fur trade either as traders, as yoyageurs, or
as producers of supplies required by the first two groups. These
were the people who had supported the provisional govermment in
1869-70, especially its bill of rights, on which the Manitoba Act
was virtually framed."
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Red River settlers nevertheless regarded the use of the French and English
languages and the existence of separate Roman Catholic and Protéstant
-schools as an integral part of their way-of-life.

) Jo O. Hertzler has stated that because ". . . institutions
are established and serve as the chief agents of social contact, and
since thef are of’éen hoary with sacred antiguity and dominated by the
more conservative population elements, they tend to become ends in them-
selves and resist change." 4 Such was the case in Red River. The French
element, especially the mo:etis, desired as much proteetion for their in-
stitutions as it was possible to obtain, and consequently they demanded
that the prineiple of duality should be maintained and protected by the
province!s constitutions 5

- ‘I‘he' first rush of settlers to the province from the older

provinces 6f Ganada and the United States destroyed the equilibrium
" between the French and English segments of the ‘area's population. 6
The majority of the immigrants were English-gpeaking Protestants, prin-
cipally from Ontario; indeed, from 1871 to 187/ the emigration of Ontar-
ians to Manitoba greatly surpassed that of any other group, | and as the
tables below demonstrate that trend remained‘ dominant until 1880, when
the number of Ontario-born in Manitoba was actually greater then that of

the native—borri citizens. 8 There was a gradual slackening of the flood

4e J. O. Hertaler, "Culture Contact and Institutional Change," in Race

and Cultural Contacts (New York & London: McGraw-Hill Book - Company,
5. Le Metis, May 27, 1871.

6. Macdonald, gp. cit., ps 179.

7. Morton, Manitoba, p. 159. ' v

8. The tables, unless otherwise noted, were compiled from Censugeg of
Canada, 1871, 1881, and 1891. See Appendix G, Table II for complete
figures.
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in the early 1880's, and that was reflected by the Manitoban census of
188g vhich .r'evea.le.d that the On'lia.rio-born were slightly less than those
born in Manitoba. 9
TABLE I
GROWTH RATE OF ONTARTOBOEN IN MANITOBA

Ondario-born Manitoba-~born

Year Percent of | Percent of
Number Population Number Population
1871 118 96 11,298% |  92.4
1881 19,125 29.0 18,020 27.32
1891 | 46,620 30457 50,648 33.21

#* In the 1871 census the population of the North-West
Territories was included with that of Manitoba.

Most of the Ontarians settd@d in the south-western area of
the province, particularly in the Portage la Prairie distriet. 10 A1s0,
many of them were from the Western Peninsula of Ontario, and within a |
 comparatively short period of time the radical tradition of the Ontario
region had been transferred to south-western Manitoba. There ﬁere many
other areas, of course, where the Ontarians settled, and in several of
them it became elear that the French privileges were not going to be
tolerated. 11 Indeed, while the statistical story is needed to illustrate

i M 8 89 -6 (Ot‘bawa, 1887)’ PP 30-31,
ind:.eated tha'b 'bhe Manitoba—born equalled 31,124, while that of
Ontario numbered 31,121. Perhaps a more significant fact was the
rapid increase of Ontario-born - an increase of approximately
2,000 - in the short space of five years.
10. Le Metis, July 6, 1871,
11. Ibid., May 1 and May 8, 1872.
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the success of Brown's appeale to the imperialist sentiment in Ontario,
the complete story of Manitoba's transformation during this peried would
not be fully accurate if it di& not reveal the attitudes of many Ontario
immigrants towards the mftis and other Fremch Canadians in Manitoba.

~ The hostility of the earliest Ontario immigrants - Schultz
and his followers - towards the French-Canadian element had partly
precipitated the Red River tronbies,' and it soon became evident as the
flood of settlers from Ontario began to inundate the province that that
hostility would be continued by a considerable number of Onkarians. 12
Brown, the Globe, the Grits amd the Canada First Party 13 had contributed
to the growth of that hostility by utilizing anti~French propaganda in
their expansionist program. The anti~French feeliﬁgs of the Ontarians
manifested themselves in an attitude of superiority towards the French

Canadians, particularly the métis. 14 OFf course, imperialistic move-

ments generally reveal the existence of an assumed superiority, a so-
called natural right and duty on the part of one race or social group
to dominate others. 15

12. Ibid. N

13. The Canada First group began meeting in 1868, and immediately
announced itself as a champion, along with Brown and the Grits,
of the cause of annexation of the North-West and British Columbia.
The group also promoted the cultivation of a truly Canadian national
sentiment, which, in their minds at least, meant that a great em~
phasis should be placed upon the British connection. Mingled with
their loyalty to @reat Britain, however, was a virulent hatred of
French Canadians. That hatred was especially evident during the
Ingurrection. . : N )
The original group consisted of William A, Foster, a Toronto lawyer
who later led the party, Charles Moir of Lanark, Ontario, and Rupert
J. Haliburton of Halifax. At a later date, Dr. Sechultz himself

' Jjoined the movement. See Masters, op. eit., pp. 97, 128-129.

14. Chester Martin, "Political History of Manitoba, 1870-1912,% in Adam

Shortt and Arthur G. Doughly, Camada and Its Provinces (Toronto,
Edinburgh University Press, 1914), Vol. X1X, p. 107. .
15. - Rene Maunier, The Sociology of Golonies, Vol. I, pp. 29-30.
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In Manitoba the “superiority" of the Ontarians was expressed

in several instances. At the outset, in the days following the Rebel-

- lion, Ontariens within and without Manitoba demanded that the federal

- govermment should despateh a military expedition to the North-West to

punish the rebels and the executioners of Scott. 16 Quebec, on the

other hand, asked for an amnesty "to protect the half-breeds from the

legal consequences of their levieé upon the Hudson's Bay Company and

private individuals, and from erimingl proce‘edingsv arising out of the

death of Thomas Scott." 17 In the end Macdonald and Cartier found it

impossiblé to ignore tize upréar in Ontario - largely promoted by John

Schultz, Charles Mair, William Foster, Colonel George T. Denison, ‘and

other members of the Canada Firs;t movement - over Riel‘s éxecution of

Scott. 18 Under the circumsﬁances it was virtually impossible for the

federal government to please both sides in the controversy. Eventually

16. Morton, Manitoba, p. 142. See Morton, ed., Begg's Red River

17.
18..

Journal, pp. 327-328, for details of Scott's execution.
Stanleyjy Birth of Western Canada, p. 113. .

Globe, April 7, 1870. Biographical sketches ~ William Alexander
Foster, lawyer and nationalist, was born in Toronto on July 16,
18,0. He was educated at the University of Toronto and was
called to the Ontario bar in 1861. He was one of the chief
founders of the "Camada First" movement in 1868-1875; his pam-
phlet, Canada First (Toronto,.1871), provided the Canadian
nationalists of that time with a rallying-point. He was one of
the founders of the Nation (1874~1876), and of the Nationsl Club
in Toronto. He died in Toronto on November 1, 1888,

George Taylor Denison, soldier and author, was born in Toronto
on August 31, 1839. He was educated at Upper Canada College

and at the University of Toronto. In 1868 he was one of the
group of young men who founded the "Canada First" movement; in
1893 he was the principal figure in the Imperial Federation
movement. He died in Toronto on June 6, 1925.
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Ottawa decided to grant a general amnesty, which did not absolve Riel
of responsibility for Scott's death, and also to deploy an armed force
fo the North-West "to a.lla.y“~ the anger of Ontario and to impress Ameri-

cans and Indians." 19

The federal government's handling of the amnesty question
marked the beginning of the m{tis' disillustébmment with that body.
The amnesty question dié. even more than the inéur-
rection itself to fan the flames of racial and re~
ligious animosity. this issue many of the old
settlers of Manitoba felt that they had been treated
unjustly by the Dominion government, and that the
most solemn promises that had been made in 1870 were

broken three years later, in order to win the Boliti—
cal support of the Orange element in Ontario. 0

The Fre‘nch Canadians were particularly disturbed by the government's
final decision, because they had been given so many assurances thaf a
complete amnesty would, in fact; be granted. Besides the promises |
mentioned above they had also heard from Bishof_Taché and Father Ritchot
that such an amnesty was guaranteed. 21 The outcome of the question nat-
urally resulted in a great deal of criticism of the federal gévernmen’c by
the French-Canadien press im the province, but that press also attempted
to make the ‘best of é. bad situation by stressing the fact that the expedi~
tion to Manitoba, led by Colonel Garnet Wolseley, was a peaceful, not a

punitive, force. 22

19. Morton, Manitobe, p. 142. - o

20, Mscfarlane, ops eit., pe. 47. See also Ihe Manitoban, June 24, 1871;

21. Morton, ed., Begg!'s Red River Journal, pp. 354, 382; see also Stanley,
Birth of Western Canada, p. 147-and Morton, Manitoba, pe 142,

22, The Manitoban, May 2, 187,; see also Wolseley's proclamation in New
gagon, itsz.%r 23, 1870. Garnet Wolseley wes born near Dublin, Ireland,
une » He took part in several major campai i
Bma4ﬁu, the Crimean War, the Igia.n H@Ji:?ig, %ﬁ;gggingnﬁgfm ethe
American Civil War, the Ashanti War of 1873; the Zulu War of 1879,
and the battle of Tell El-Kebir. Fimally, in the 1890's he was made
field marshal and commander-in-chief of the British Army. He died
in 1913, A
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The Manjtoban was actually trying to ease racial tension and
discord in the provinece through such statements. Much of the friction
between the French-and-English-Canadian elements in the province haed
actually been caused by Ontarians who beli‘evedf that the force was sup-
posed to i-@venge the death of Scott; that belief was especially strong
‘amongst the Ontario volunteers who constituted the majority of Wolseley's
expedition. 23 '4

There were, of course, amny Ontarians in Wolseley's force who
had volunteered because 'bhey'wa.n'bed an opportunity to inspeét the fer-
tile soil of Manitoba for themselves. R4 Both groups represented a
distin¢t aspect of the imperialist movemen;b: those hoping to "avenge
Sco_'bt's death and to conquer the new terrifbry were supposedly working
for tﬁe "glory" of the British Empire, while the latter segment was
motivateé by eéonomic cbnsideraiiens and the desire for new lands to
farm, 25 Together'the two groups were occupying and colonizing most of
the previnée's lands.

Thé French Canasdians in Manitoba were most disturbed by the
marked absénce ‘of their compatriots in Wolseley's expedition. Their
absence was largely due to Quebec's opposition ’60 the force; 26'another
possibility, however, was that thé}bmen in Guebec were also not interested

in settling in Manitoba. At any rate, the predominance of Ontarians in

23. Stanley, Birth of Western Canada, p. 132; Morton, Manitoba, pe 143,
and Macfarlane, op. cits, p. 47. -
24. .Mort_cn, ManitOba, P0156. V o
25. The two groups were by no means mutually exclusive: many volunteers
~ may have accepted the assignment with both ideas in mind.
26, Stanley, Birth of Western Canads, p. 132. '
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the force caused the French Canadians to look upon it as the first wave
of the impending flood of Ontario emigrants into the province; further-
more the almost complete absence of French Canadians in the expedition
and the hostility of many Ontario volunteers 27 made the French Canadians
feel as if Manitoba were actually being occupied by a vietorieus army.
The French Canadians were rapidly confronted with countless private and
public declarations by the Ontarians on the superiority of their cul-
ture and the priority of their rights in Ma.nitobé. The Ontarian press
and its offspring in Manitoba contimually attacked the French people
and the Roman Catholic clergy on racial or religious gréunds, while the
métis were continually accused of being disloyal rebels. 2 The Ontario
press and politicians proved particularly reluctant to forget the events
of the past. The Globe constantly agitated for the punishment of Riel,
and the Ontario legislature went so far as to offer a $5,000 reward for
the arrest and conviction of Scott's murderers. 29 There was little the
French Manitobans could do about sﬁch attacks other than to hope for
Eetter days in the future; for the time being, at least, it appeared as
if Ontario would contimue to interfere in Manitoba's provincial affairs. 30
The press in Ontario busily began to warn its own citizens as
well as Onfario immigrants in Manitoba that the latter province was be-
coming a "little Quebec,'". 31 fhoge warnings were aimed at stimulating

the already strong currént of émigration from Ontario to Manitoba, but

27, Le Métis, May 29, 1872.

28. Ibid., May 29, 1875, accused the Standard of maliciously attacking
settlers from France and the Roman Cstholic ‘clergy. The Manitoban,
Apr. 15, 1871, stated that: "Our Ontario confrdres ... . do us
Injustice when they call one half of our population 'rebels!."

29. Le Metis, Nov. 29, 1873; June 5, 1872; Morton, ed., Begg's Red
River Journal, pe 474. . T

30. Le Métis, May 29, 1872,

31. Ibid., Sept. 11, 1872,
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they also had the effect of encouraging hostility on the part of many
emigrants towards the French Canadians in Manitoba. 32 hogtile atti-
tude was naturally most evident amongst members of the Orange Lodge.
On one occasion the Orangists and other Ontario immigrants went so far
as to destroy the presses of ,Lg_yi__é_gj_.g and The Manitobap. 33 All of this
interference by Ontario in Ma.ﬁi'boba's affairs and the violence demons—
trated by many Ontario immigrants made the French Canadians all the more

fearful of the Ontario emigration to their érovincé. - It must be remem~
bered that such fears had existed before Manitobals création. In the
debates on the Manitoba Bill the Hon. Sir Francis’Hincks had coﬁmented:

It was perfectly clear that when the difficulties '

were settled and the Queen's authority established

that a vast emigration would be pouring into the

country, from the four Provinces but principally,

there was no doubt, from Ontario, and the original

inhabitants would thus be placed in a hopeless

minority, and of this, they themselves had no

doubt. If this were correct it was perfectly

obvious that those who had been occupying the

Territory, all their lives would naturally take

this view: That they were to be entirely swamped

and their influence destroyed. . . 34
The métis and other French Canadians in Menitoba had indeed been well
aware of the threat posed to their cultuve by the emigration of large
numbers of Ontarians to their province. Such a migration would result
in countless cultural contacts between French and English Canadians, and
those contacts would quite likely bring about some form of institutional

revision. 35 Any proposal of institutional revision was viewed with-

32, Ibid.
330 Ibid.o, Oct. 12, 1872.

34+ Morton, Birth -of a Province, p. 184.
35. Hertzler, op. cit., p. 50.
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considerable apprehension by the French Canadians, because it would en-
danger their basic systém of valmes and beliefs. As Hertzler noted:

"At the core of each institution is a maze of values and beliefs - not
always clearly articulated - that created it, and deep-seated attitudes
and the formal or informal code that maintains it. These values and at-
titudes are the fundamental elements of institutions‘and reflect the
general system of values of the culture group as whole." 36

The fears of the French Canadians were incfeaéed by the exis-
tence of mény factors which‘seemed to igdicatevthat institutional re-
vision might be accomplished quite rapidly, possibly through the use of
force, and with little regard for their censtitutional rights.

In the process of institutional reorganization,

preliminary to some state of equilibrium, the

quantitative and qualitative aspects of the

selecting and recombining of elements cannot

be predicted since a great number of varisbles,

operating either singly or in combination, are

involved. Among these are the numerical strength

of the adherents of the respective cultures, the

relative political and economic status of the

respective peoples, « « o the existing anti-

pathies and significant experiences, the tactics

of the dominant group, as the use of force, the

respective difference in the cultural level, the

social approval or disapproval of perceptible

racial differences, . . . the inflexibility or

inconvertibility of the given institutions them-

selves, and a host of other factors.
A11 of these seven factors existed to some extent or other in the rela=-
tions between the French and English Canadians in Manitoba in the period
1870~1896. There ﬁas every indication that the Enélishpspeaking Protes-
tants, mainlj from Ontarie, would soon be an overwhelming majority in the

province. Most of that majority would consider themselves economically

36. Ibid.
37. Ibide, pe 53.
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and polibically superior to the French Canadians in Manitoba. 38 Purther-
more there were numerous antipathies existing between the two grou@s:
some were caused by racial or religious differences, while others were
born of the events which had occurred before, during and after the Red
River Rebellion, but even this latter group of antagonismf was infused
with racial and religious bitterness. As for the use of force, the be~
haviour of many Ontario immigrants, especially Wolseley's volunteers,
and much of Ontario's politicianms, pfess and publie, seémed'to indicate
a readiness and a willingness on the part of many representaﬁives of the
future majority to employ the force of arms or the forece of numbers in
order to alter the area's institutional structure. -2 Differences in.
cultural level were mos% noticeable between the English immigrants and
the mftis, and those differences - as has already been indicated - were
far from tolerateds Finally, the general resistance to change of the
institutions themselvés and of the old settlers who'supported them wag
the single factor which aided the French Canadians in their struggle to

maintain their institutions. 4°

38. There was a great deal of evidence to show that the Ontario ime
migrants were financially well off. See The Manitoban, June 24,
1871. As for their politiecal superiority, I am primarily refer-
ring to their greater degree of involvement in loecal government,
See Crawford, op. cit., p. 36.

39. I do not mean to imply that the mass of Ontario immigrants were
committed to rapid institutional revision, but rather that small,
often influential, groups favoured the speedy re-creation of
Ontario's politico~cultural institutions in Manitoba. The mafjority
of Ontarians in Manitobe weuld probably have been content to choose
for themselves, as individuals and in a gradual manner, a new in-
stitutional pattern. See Hertzler, op. cit., PPe 52-53.

40, Maefarlane, op. cit., p. 46.
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It was the métis, however, who were most affected by the factors
listed above. Social disorganization normally occurs among all cultural
groups during a time of serious cultural clash, and the degree of dis~
organization is usually greatest "in the case of the inferior or numeri-
cally smaller group." 4l In Manitoba that group was the French Canadians, -
but among the French Canadians the position of the métis was most pre-
carious because of their relatively impoverished condition; their role
in the Insurrection, their higher degree gf cultural differentiation
from the English Canadians, and their general lack of political sophig-
tication.

All of these facts seemed to indicate that Manitoba's early
years might quite possibly see the province's political and social 1ife
more or less dominated by racial and religiéus tension. It was also quite
evident that a great deal "of the racial and religious biiterness was a
by-product of the insurrec%ion,‘and of the methods employed to‘crush'itg" 42
It was largely because he recognized that fact that Cartier, acting for -
Macdonald who was ill at the time, 43 selected Adams G. Archibald 44 -

a man who possessed a keen understanding of the nature of the insurrec-
tion and of the problems confronting the newly-created province - for

the position of Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba. Cartier

4l. -Hertzler, ops cit., p. 51.

42. MaCfaI‘lane, OE. cit ey P 47.

43« John T. Saywell, The Office of Lieutenant~G0vernor (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1957), p. 61,

44. Adams G. Archibald, 1814-1892, of Nova Scotia; Secretary of State,
July, 1867-May, 1870; Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, 1870-1873;
L;ggtegant—&avernor of Nova Scotia, 1873-1883, M.P. Colchester,

1 "'l 91.
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o o o knew from personal experience that he was a man with
a deep understanding of the racial cleavage within the
federation. He had shown himself to be a man of faith
and conviction when he championed the cause of confed-
eration in Nova Scotia and had behind him nearly twenty
Yyears of experience in public life both as a member and
as a cabinet minister in the Legislative Assembly . . «
His speeches in Parliament on. the Manitoba Bill hed

shown a grasp of conditions at Red River and sympathz
with the people's attempt to obtain a constitution. 47

During Archibal&'s comparatively short period in office in
Manitoba, ke was greatly oécupied with the task of organizing the gov-
ernmental machinery of the province. His task was made all the more
difficult because the "people within the area were without experience
in the art of governmeﬁt—-representative, responsible, or any other
kind.," 46 It was for that reason that Archibald was provided with a
wide i'a.nge of powers in Manitoba.

Although no one said so, the authority for the new

government was assumed to rest in the person of

Adams Arghibald, the Lieutenant Governor. He was

to carry prerogative powers, which no one eould

define for certain, . . . to the Red River Settle-

ment and, by the use of these powers, summon a

council, call an election, and set the machinery

of govermment in motion. During his two years in

office Archibald was prime minister and cabinet

~ both and the legislature took orders from him. 47

Archibald was able to wield his great power with a fine sense of fair
play and justice towards all of the groups in Manitoba, which amply
Justified Cartier's confidence in his ability and his integrity. Those

features of his g;:avernorship were particularly evident in hig attelﬁpts

45. M. S. Donnelly, The Govermment of Manitoba (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 1963), p. 15. See also Morton, Birth of a Province,
~ pp. 216221, for Archibald's speech on the Manitobs Bill,
46. Ibid., p. 13. |
47. Ibid., p. 15.
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at minimizing the repercussions caused by the cultural elash between
French and English Canadians in the province. 48 Archibald believed
that only by adhering to the principle of duality, enshrined in the
Manitoba Act, could serious conflict between French and English Canad-
ians be prevented, and consequently he always attempted to follow that
prineiple in all of his major political decisions. That was first il-
lustrated by his division of the province into electoral districts and
by his selectién of a legislative council and a cabingt.

The Manitoba Act had stated in section 16 that the "Lieutenant-

Governor . « .divide the . + . Province into twenty-four ele@toral divi-

Archibald interpreted those last words as meaning that the communal

system of representation, which had been practised in the Red River
Settlement and had been generally followed during the insurrection,
should still remain in effect. As a result the

48. There was, of course, a far more general conflict occurring in
the province's early days: a conflict between "old" and "new"
settlers and their respective ways-of-life. It was, in reality,
an economic eontest between the fur trading practised by many of
the Red River settlers and the farming pursued by the majority
of the newcomers. Since the fur trade had been declining for
many years, agriculture was the eventual vietor in that contest,
and within a matter of years the transition from a fur-trading
to an agricultural economy was complete. In the context of this
paper, however, that conflict is relevant only insofar as it
revealed a bond of unity between old French-and English-Canadian
settlers in a common struggle against the newcemers and an inability
or an unwillingness on the part of many métis to ‘adapt to the new

‘ way-of-life. See Macfarlane, op. cit., ps 46.
49. 33 Victoriae, c. 3. (Itallcs mine5. See Appendix B.
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« o o first division of the province into electoral
district (sic) was done. . . on a basis of equality
between French and English and the census was used
only to reveal the racial and religious composition
of each area. Twenty-four electoral divisions were
created by proclamation and they were based almost
exactly on existing parish lines, with twelve for
the English and twélve for the French.

Archibald had, according to Dom Benoit, cénsulted Taché regarding the
division of Manitoba into electoral divisions 5 Taché thereupon sub-
mitted a plan to Archibald which the latter r,ea.dily accepted. 1

While that incident may not actually have oceurred, 52 others of a

like nature certainly did. Although such consultation between Archibald

and Taché could be defended because of the latter's greater political

vknowiedge of the province, the Ontario radicals réfused to regard it

passively, and they quickly attacked Archibald as ®a tool of Cartier
or Tache, . .t 93 .~

Archibald's cabinet and Legislative Council also reflected the
duality which the p;'o‘vince had inherited from the Red River settlement.
The positions in Manitoba's first cabinet and Legislative Counecil, which
were formed on January 12; 1871, and March 1O,F 1871, respectively, were
equally divided ‘between French and English Canadians. 58 The equal dis-
tribution of seats between French and English was a clear indicaticn of
Archibald's guiding principies in Manitoban polities: moderation, com-
promise, z;.nd equality between the provinee's two prixicipa.l cultural groups.

Indeed, he even divided the five portfolioé of the Council between two

50, Donnelly, ope eite, ps 17.
51, Benoit, op. Cit., Vol. II, p. 128.
52, W, L. Morton, "The Red River Parish", in R. C. Lodge, ed.,

Manitoba Essays (Toronto, The Maemillan Company of Canada Limited,
19375, p. 103, X

53. Ihe Manitoban, April 15, 1871.
54. Alexander Begg and W. R. Nursey, Ten Years in Winnipe Winni.
1879), pp. 20, 24-25. ’ nipeg (Winnipeg,
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English Canadians, two French Canadians, and one half-breed. 55 1In this
matter, by providing fair representation in the political arena for each
of the most important groups in Manitoba's population, Archibald hoped
to control the extent of the cultural coﬁflict in the province.

Ag Morton states:

Two things characterized Archibald's council and

the legislature: the balance of French and English,

Catholic and Protestant; and the exelusion, by both

the Governor and the electorate of the two extremes

in the late troubles, Schultz and the Canadian party,

and Riel and the leaders of the Provisional Government.

The Governor surrounded himself with moderate men, in-

sisted that Riel keep in the background and resisted

both the publ%c agitation and the private blandishments

of Schultz. °
The electorate did, in fact, follow Archibald!'s call for moderation 57
in this regard, and in the election “theccanééian group found ijitself
opposed by all the others, although fhe union was a very loose one.
The result was that Schultz himself was defeated, and only five of his
supporters were returned in a House of twenty-four." 28 Schultz had
run for election in St. John's parish, and he had been defeated by
Donald A. Smith; after the eiection the St. John's News stated that:
"The elections are to be upset at all hazards, at any cost - even though

it should be at the expense of blood." 59 Archibald's attitude toward

55. Donnelly, op. cit., p. 17.
56, Morton, Manitoba, pe 146.
57. Ihe Manitoban, March 18, 1871; The Metis June 8, 1871 contained
Archibald's speech from the throne which was first and foremost
a call for moderation on the part of all the groups in the prowvince.
58, Macfarlane, op. cit., p. 50.
59. St. John's Newg, Jan. 16, 1871,
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the French, the results of the election, and the nature of Archibald's
appointments were also criticized outside of the province. The _(:qlgl_ag
published a letter from a "leading resident" of Manitoba which stated
that while Archibald ". . . looks and speaks like an Englishman, and
attends a Protestant place of worship. . ., he is in reality a Frenchmen
and a Roman . . ." 60 The Globe also, on its own initiative this time,
attempted to persuade Manitobans that there was no reason to grant French
Canadians equal representation in the government, because, according to
the paper's calculations, the *French are not above a third of the popu=
lation, wﬁy should each of them be as much represented as two English?" 61
In short, neither Schultz and his followers in Manitoba nor Brown and

the Grits in Ontario appeared ready to tolerate Archibald's administra-
tion because of his desire to maintain the racial équilibi;imn between
Freneh and English Canadians in the province. 62

» . ~ The French Canadians were not always prepared to accept
quietly Ontario's imterference in Manitoba's affairs. The Manitoban

on Ja.nuai'y 28, i87l, demanded that "the Glébe should leave Mani toba

alone." ©3 As for Schults and his cohorts, the paper declared that that

greup ﬁas directly opposed to the wisdom of Archibald's "politics of com—
promise": "Schultz and his friends have thrown down the Protestant glove,
and seefn‘resolved that the line of demarcatic_:n between French and English

shall remain intact and that the old animosities between French and English,

60, Globe, Dee. 31, 1870.

6l. The Manitoban, Dec. 22, 1870, quoting the Globe. See also The News
‘ Letter, April 26, 1871.

62. Le Metig, May 1, 1872.

63. [Ihe Manitoban, Jan. 28, 1871,
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Catholic and Protestant, of Canada, shall be resuscitated in their en-
tirety." 64 There were actually several attacks on Archibald by English-
Canadian nationalists because of what they regarded as his favouritism
towards the French Canadians, particulérly in the matter of political
appointments. 65 Besides opposing Archibald's arrangement of the
electoral divisions, his political appointmeﬁts, and his handling of

the first election, Schultz's group and the Globe agitated in other
areas as well, They complained about the failure of Wolseley's troops

to mete out "revenge" upon Riel and his followers, the "seizure" of
unsurveyed lé.nds by 'i:he- métis, and the supposed attempts of the ”French

66 411 of this

Canadians to make Manitoba a French-Canadian preserve.
plus the numerous demnciations of Archibald's actions made it extremely
difficult for the Lieutenant-fovernor to conéentré.‘be fully upon admin-
istering the province's affairs and almost impossible for him to prevent
the deepening o_f ho_st'ility between French and English in Manitoba. 67
One of the problems whieh ﬂplagued Archibald throughout his
temure of office was the "invasion" of métis lands by Ontarians. On
February 15, 1871, Joseph Royal reported to Archibald that many Ontario
immigrants were completely disregarding the rights of the Indians and the
métig and attempting to settle, or cut wood, on lands reserved for the
latter two groups on the Assiniboine and La Salle Rivers. & In this

matter Archibald could do little other thé.n to confiseate the wood and

64. Ibid., Dec. 22, 1870. See also Le Metis, June 22, 1871,

65. Ibid., Apr. 22, 1871; Globe, Dec. 31, 1870. |

66, Ibid., Jan. 28 and Oct. 7, 1871. See also Donnelly, op. eit., pe 20,

670 Begg and Nursey, vOE.“ Cito, P. 45. ’ .

68. P.AM., Archibald Papers, 193, Feb. 15, 1871. Royal to Archibald.
See also Le Metis, April 3 and 10, 1872.
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. . 69
to issue a proclamation prohibiting the trespasses on reserved lands.
The proclemation had little effect upon the land-hungry immigrants from
Ontarie, and the incident noted above was but one of a series of confron-
tations between the métis and the Ontarians. At one point, the Ontarians
asked Archibald to revise the m€tis reserves, but the Lieutenant-Governor
wisely refused. 70 Throughout the conflict Archibald remained fa.i'bhfnl
to one dictum which he had originally delivered to Royal and which might
well be regarded as the key to his governorghip: "Do all you can to keep
down excitement - It is our only danger and a spark 'may at any time do
great damage." 71

A sisark was almost struck in Julys 1871, when some Ontarians
invaded the métis lands once more. The 'Immigration Agent for the North-
West, JeA.N. Prevencher, 72 commented upbn this invasion in the following
manner:

The thirty-first section of the Manitoba Act,

by which 1,400,000 acres of lands are set apart

for the half-breeds in the Province, very nearly

caused, in the course of last summer, trouble of

a serious character . . .

The half-breeds, a little alarmed at the

proportions which emigration assumed last spring,
aseembled in public meeting in their respective

69. Ibid., 198, Feb. 20, Archibald to Royal.

70. Le Metis, June 15, 1871, . :

7l. P.AM., Archibalg P%gerg, 215, March 11, 1871, Archibald to Royal.

72. J.AN,, Provencher 1843—1887;,_Ajournalist and Indian agent, was
born in Lower Canada; called to the bar of that.province in 1864;
was editor of La Minerve in 1866; was a member of the provisional
council of the North West Territories in 1869; and served as an
intermediary between the pg@tis and the Canadian authorities during
the Insurrection of 1870. He returned to Montreal in 1881 and

became editor-in-chief of La Presse in 188,. He died in Montreal
on Octobdr 28, 1887. .
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parishes and adopted several resolutions, demanding
that certain localities which they specified should
be granted to them as their share of that reserve . . .

A eertain number of emigrants ignorant of, or
disregarding, these resolutions, proceeded to settle
upon the reserve so selected. Allusion is prinei-
pally made to Riviere aux Islets de Bois, to which
some fifty families went, they subsequently pro-
ceeded westward, on being advised by the half-breeds
o o« o that those lands were claimed by them . «
Five or six families only remained until the present
time, and some thirty volunteers have, in the same
locality, matrked out different lots, which it is
doub‘bles,; their intention to go and occupy in the
spring.

The métis were particularly upset by this encroachment on their lands,
é.nd for a time it appeared as if a serious altercation might result.
UThe métis organized to drive out the intruders, and it was only with
the greatest difficulty that a collision was avoided." 74

The métig turned from violence to legal means in order to
protect théir rights. They subsequently drew up a petition, protesting
against the acts of therOntarians, which was eventually presented by
Archibald to the Governor-Genmeral of Canada. 75 Archibald himself at-
tempted to force the government into action on the question of the metis
land regerve, but nevertheless little was done to remedy the situation
during his time in Manitoba. 76 In fact, the "history of the half-breed
grant in Manitoba was one of ministerial incompetence, parlismentary in-

difference and administrative delay." 77 The claims of the métis were

73. Canada, Sessional Papers, V(2); 1872, Anmmal Report for Immigration
Agent for the North West, p. 76. This seems to indicate that the
invasion of métis lande, like the violently anti-French position in
generel, was the work of & radical minority. See also Le Metis,
July 6, 1871.

Tho S'ba.nley, Birth of Western Canada, p. 166.

75, P.AM., Archibald Papers, 663, April 27, 1872.

76. Ibid., 427, Aug. 7, 1871 and 663, April 27, 1872; see also The

* Manitoben, July 24, 1872. .

77. Stanley, Birth of Wegtern Canada, p. 244.
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78
only finally settled in 1885, 7 and the long period of waiting proved

to be too muck for many xié_‘!;:_l_g who began to despair of ever receiving
justice. Indeed, over the years they had continually eriticized the
govermment'!s inactivity without achieving any concrete results. 79
The disillﬁsionment of the metig with the federsl govermnment was com~

pqunded by the general seorn and abuse directed towards them by the

80 particularly by Wolseley's volunteers,

Ontarians,
The coming of the volunteers - many of whom had
openly stated !that they had taken a vow before
leaving home to pay off all scores by shooting
down any Frenchman' who was in any way connected
with the execution.of Scott -~ opened an era of
persecution. In spite of the faet that Wolseley,
in his proclamation, had deelared that this force
represented '‘no party, either in religion or poli-
tics,! one of the first actions of the Ontario
volunteers was to establish an Orange Lodge.
Conflicts between the métig and the Canadians
became common occurrence.

It was not long before the metis began to feel inferior in fact rather
than merely in the eyes. of the hostile Ontarians. The neglect of their
rights by the federal government bc‘ontributed to thaf feeling, but ‘there
was also the realization that a new civilization was rising to supremacy
in their homeland.

The conquest of the Red River Settlement by Canada

began with the arrival of the "fifth eolumn,” re-
presented by John Christian Schultz and his ilk,

780 Ibido, Po 2450 ;

79. Le Metis, July 10, 1872; April 5, 1873.

80, Ibid., Aug. 3, 1871. Many Ontarians continually referred to the
pétis, and treated them as animals. -

8l. Stanley, Birth of Western Canada, p. 165. See also Le Métis, May
29, 1872, , _



in the early sixties. The region was taken into

"pretective custody" for Canade, by Wolseley, after

the natives had ®rebelled" by refusing to be con-

quered peacefully by McDougall and his staff. The

influx of immigrants from Canada, and the shift from

fur to grain for an export staple, completed the tran—

sition from the Red River Settlement to the Province. _
Their province had been occupied, after all, by people who were acting
as their enemies, and the existence of an armed force in their midst,
consisting primarily of hostile Ontarians, made it appear as if they
really were a "conquered" people. It was, therefore, a combination of
actual and imagined inferiority which finally prompted many of the métis
to leave the province. They recognized that a new civilization was
sweeping into power in Mé.nitoba on the waves of the flood of immigra-
tion from Ontario. Moreover, they realized that many representatives
of that civilization had 1little or no intention of treating them as
eqnals_ or ef_ recognizing their constitutional rights. The attitude of
many Ontarians towerds the métis was summed up by Le Méii,s_: "Allons
done! Fichez-moi le camp dans le Nord, traites métis, et laissez Manitoba
3 Ontario." &3 |

Their usual oécupations, hunting, freighting or

farming in a small way were no longer profitable,

or even possible « « « Despairing of ever receive

ing their land patents, many disposed of their

rights for a mere song. Some gladly sold their

serip for trifling sums, packed up their few

possessions and trekked across the plains to the g

Saskatchewan to live again the old life of freedom. o4

The migration of many métis to the banks of the Saskatehewan

and down into the United States ﬁas a matter of deep concern to all

82. Macfarlane, ops cite, pe 45.

83. Le Métig, August 3, 1871.

84. Stanley, Birth of Western Canada, p. 245. See also Canada, Appendi
to the Journal of the Houge of Commons, 1877, Noi 6, Select Report
of the Minister of Agriculture, p. 91.
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French Canadians in the province, but it was especially so for Bishop
Taché who had devoted so much time and energy to the métis cause. 85
The movement was actually the first blow inflicted upon Manitoba's
French-Canadian community in the cultural clash between French and
English Canadians, the cultural clash caused by the sudden entry into
the province of masses of English-speaking Protestants. 86 1% was
netural for the mé“big to be the first French group to experience the
economic and cultural dislocation caused by the elash between the French
and English groups, since they were the ones least capable of adjusting
to the new, more progressive civilization which was inundating the
province; as Stanley noted, - their

e « o social and economic interests were more affected

by Canadian expansion than those of their English-

speaking kindred. Not only were the latter Englishe-

speaking and Protestant, but they were . . . for the

most part agriculturists, not hunters, and, there-

fore, less likely to suffer from the economic dig=

location which was g,c;und to follow any rapid influx

of white settlers. ,
They also felt more seriously challenged by the process of expansion,

i:ecause they were the first to be made coneretely aware of the ecultural

differences between themselves and the new settlers, the first to

85. Ibido, Po 107,

86. Everett C. Hughes and Helen MacGill Hughes, Where Peoples Meet, pe.
189. The métis’ Be regarded as an example of a "marginal society",
“a function of the break-up and mixing of cultures attendant upon
migration and the great culiural revolutions." Men who are part
of a marginal society may either attempt to reconcile themselves
to the new way-of-life or migrate to an area where they can strive
to preserve their own culture. (Ibid., p. 193) Many gbtis chose -
to do the latter. It might also be noted that the migration of many
French Canadians from Quebec may have been similarly motivated.

87. Stanley, Birth of Wegtern Canada, pp. 61-62. See also Macfarlane,
oPs _Cite, pe 54 and Hertzler, op. cit., p. 52.
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experience serious disadvantages because of their position as a minority, 88
In this matter the metis felt that they lacked influence upon the federal
govermment, since the latter body had so completely ignored the issue

L4
of the metis reserves.

Taché realized the significance of the métis' experience, and
he knew that it was fraught with serious implicétions for the entire
Ffenchycanadian element in Manitoba; the fate of the métis was a pos-
sible foreshadowing of the destiny awaiting all of the Freneh Canadians
in the province. The victory of the Ontarians over thebgéiig_in the
struggle over the feserves revealed how determined the former group was
to control the province's lands. Their determination was a cruecial
factor, since the "landﬁquestidn ... o Was the fundamental issue of
~ the times. Whoevef possessed the soil would give the new province
their language, faith, and laws." 59 Taché was also well aware of that
fact, and he decided that it was essential for the French Ganadiane to
embark upon a colonization program of their own in 6rder o prevent the
Ontarians from re-creating the institutional structure of Ontsrio in
Manitoba.

The minority position of the French Canadians in the province
became all the more precarious when Archibald left Manitoba. Archibald
vas forced to leave after he had enlisted the aid of the métis for the

88, Hughes, French Canada, p. 3, noted that "minority feeling is not
so much a matter of number as a felt disadvantage in some hierarchy,
accompanied by the sense that strangers and strange institutions
are wresting from one's people mastery over their own fates. !

89. Morton, Manitoba, p. 154.
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defense of the province during the Fenian raid of 1871. 7° His action
was severely criticized by the Ontarians, and the eriticism increased
when it was learned that Archibald had publicly thanked the pétis. 9%

The Globe and the Nor'!Wester raised such an uproar over his actions

that Ottawa felt compelled to find another post for Archibald. 92 The
majority of the province's population was greatly displeased with Afchi—
bald's recall; the Frencﬁ-canadian element was particularly upset by
the federal government's decision because of Archibald's devotion to
the principle of dualiﬁy. Over the years they had madé clear their
loyalty to the province's first lieutenant-governor. They had hailed
his first year's work in the province as a monumental éuccess:

o ; Manitoba possesses a political machinery

today, almost as complete as any Province in the

Dominion, and the whole has been contrived in the

course of a single twelve month. The Globe and

its parasites may rave and beecome as silly as they

please, and they may denounce Governor Archibald

and clamor for his recal (sic), but the fact remains

nevertheless, that a great work has been completed

during the past year . . .
Much of the early French-Canadian optimism in Manitoba had, in fact,
stemmed from Archibald's political eredo with its emphasis upon modera-
tion, compromise and jﬁstice for all the poeples in the province. The

gulf between the French-and -English-Canadian moderates and the Ontario

90. In September 1871 a group of Fenians gathered at Pembina on the
American side of the border. .They had decided to invade the
province because they assumed that the discontented métis would
support them. 1In fact, they based all their hopes of success
upon métis support. See Saywell, op. cit., p. 68.

91. The Manitoban, Oct. 14, 1871; Le M&tig, Sept. 28, Oct. 5, and
Oct. 19, 1871.

92. Ihe Manitoban, Nov. 25, 1871.

93. Ibidi, Sept. 2, 1871. See also Ibid., April 27, 1872, and Begg &
Nursey, op. cite., pp. 60-61, for a positive English~Canadian evalu-
ation of Archibald,
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radicals is strikingly elear in their reactions to Archibald's recall.
The former group bitterly assailed the decision, % while thé latter
"gathered to burn Governor Archibald in effigy.t 95 Archibald's recall
was, therefore, a great blow to the majority of the province!s .people,
but it was especially so for the French Canadians who had coﬁe to look
upon the lieutenant-governor as the primary defender, along with Bishop

Taché, of French-Canadian politico-cultural rights in Mani toba.

9. Ibid., Nov. 25, 1871; April 27, 1872.
95. Ibid., April 27, 1872.
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II. FRENCH-CANADIAN COLONTZATION EFFORTS:

1t had been Archibald's acceptance of the dualistic principle
and the arrival of several highiy respected men from Quebec which had
prompted Tach® to state at one point that:

Nos affaires de la Rividre-Rouge s'arragent, sinon
3 la perfection du moins avee bien.plus d'avantage
que nous pouvions espérer. Messieurs Girard, Dubuec,
Royal, Clarke nous sont venus du Canada, et, aved
quelques bons éléments que nous possedions déja,
nous pouvions nous flatter d'une représentation
honorable et probablement superieure dans notre
legislature locale, en sorte que pour le moment
nous ne sommes pas dans une position inférieure,
et pendant les quatre ans de la premidre session
du Parlement nous pouvons obtenir des lois avanta-
geuses. Les rages et les fureurs d'@ntario
s'apaisent; les gens senses voient les choses a
leur veritable point de vue. ILe Lieutenant-
Gouverneur est parfaitement bien disposé. En
somme, le mouvement peut avoir un resultat
heureux. 9

96. Benoit, op. eit., Vol. 2, p. 159. Sir Joseph Dubuc (1840-1914),
chief justice of Manitoba (1903-9), was born at Ste. Martine,
Lower Canada, on December 26, 1840; was educated at Montreal
College and MeGill University; called to the bar of Quebec in
1869, and of Manitoba in 1871; settled in Winnipeg in June, 1870;
was a member of Riel's provisional council; elected to the first
legislative assembly.in Manitoba; was attorney-general for a while
in 1874; was speaker of the Assembly from 1875-78; was appointed to
the Council of the North-West Territories in 1872; was elected in
1878 to sit in the Canadian House of Commons; was appointed as a
Judge to the court of Queen's Bench in Manitoba. In 1903 he be-
came chief justice of Manitoba, retired in 1910. He died in Los
Angeles on January 7, 1914.
Marc Amable Girard (1822-92), premier of Maniteba (1874), was born
at Yarennes, Lower Canada, on April 25, 1822; was ealled to the bar
of Manitoba in 1871; represented St. Boniface in the Legislative
Assembly from 1870-78 and 1879-83; was provincial treasurer from
1870-72; from July to December, 1894, he was premier of the pro-
vince; in 1879-83 he was a member of Norquay's government, first
as provineial secretary, and thenas minister of agriculture; was
called to the Senate in 1871; in 1872 he was appointed to the Council
of the North West Territories. He died at St. Boniface on Sept. 12, 1892,
H. J. Clarke was the Attorney-General and official head of Manitobals
first legislature; his inability to gain the support of either the .
French or English party in 1874 led to his defeat by R. A, Davis who
succeeded him as premier.
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Tache had good cause for optimism at that point, since it appeared that
the expected assistance from Quebee would be provided and that_Archibgld's
policies were soothing the racial animosities between French Canadians
and Ontarians to a great extent.

Only & short time later, however, Taché wrote:

Nous avons eu des désagréments et des difficultes

de toutes sortes depuis le commencement de nos

changements politiques. Nous avons du garder le

silence & l'exterieur pour ne pas faire surgir de

nouvelles difficultes; mais hélas! comme nos hommes

d'Etat (de langue francaise) ont &6 aveugles sur

nos intér@ts, qui sont cependant ceux de la province

de Quebec! Et des journaux comme 1'Evénement, la

Minverve . . . et quelques autres ont de tegps en

temps, aidé les ennemis de notre nationalite & nous

précipiter et ensevelir dans 1'abime. 97
Tache realized how difficult it actually:wculd be to enlist support for
the colonization of Manitoba by'Freneh Canadians; such a realization wag
all the more bitter for Taché to’accept’beeause of the flood of Ontario
immigrants into the province and the prospect of Archibald's recall by
Ottawa. After all the French Canadians in Manitoba had suffered at the
hands of many Onterians at a time when the former group had constituted
the majority of the area's population; naturally a question arose in
Techd's mind: what would happen to the French Canadians when their
numbers had diminighed considerably in eémparis&n to those of the English
Gapadians and when they no longer had a man such as Archibald to ingure
that their rights were protected from a majority which contained a viol-

ently anti-French element?

97. Ibid., p. 161.
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Tach? decided that only a strong current of French immigration
could prevent the French Canadians in Manitoba from being swamped by the
waves of the flood of English-spesking, Protestant immigrants, 96 and
from that point onward he spared no efforts in encouraging French-
speaking Roman Catholics to emigrate to Manitoba. His biographer com-
mented: "Pendant vingt-cing ans, Mgr Tache appellefa & son secours les
hommes de bonne volonte des deux Frances: il ecrira aux eveques et aux
personnages de la province de Cméﬁeé, aux amis et aux défenseurs de
1'Eglises: en Europe pour demander l'envoi de colons catholiques." 9

- Throughout the immigratioﬁ battle Tache revealed an acute
awareness of the fact that the future politico~-cultural status of the
French Canadians in Manitoba was at stake. Once he remarked: ¥Le
nombre est tout dans les regime parlementaires: que deviendfené—nous
quand nous ne compterons plus?" 100 He realized that if the French
Canadians beeame a minoritylinha majoritarian democracy, then their
politico~cultural institutions would exist only at the will of the
majority. Such a situation would be dangerous for the French Canadians
because of the anti-French element in that majority. In a letter to
Father Lacombe, Tackiée lamented that fact: "Hélas . . . nous avons bien
besoin de forece ot d'énergie. Nous sommes débordés de toutes parts par

des hommes qui ont 1# force, l'®nergie, le nombre et la haine au coeur." 101

98. Ibid., pp. 283, 317, and 383.
99. i s3 Po 1960 :
100, Ibid., p. 283. See also ibid., pp. 195-6.

101. lbid.

o
o
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The principal problem for Taché and other French-Canadian
leaders in Manitoba was to find a way of securing large numbers of
French-speaking settlers for the province, while Quebec refused to send
them settlers or even to support the French Manitobans in their struggle.
The politicians, clergy and public in-Quebee tended to believe that it
would be best for their province to conserve most of their energy and
human resources for the ecolonization work going on within Quebec's
boundaries, to protect the rights of the French Canadians where fhey
were a majority rather than a minority. 102 Tpe French Canadiang in
Manitoba were in approximately the same position in regafd'to Quebec as
the latter province was tb France: Quebec preferred to conserve 1ts
manpover for its own battle rather than to share it with Manitoba; like-
wise France was determined to save her manpower for the fight along the

'Rhine rather than to encourage emigration to Quebec or any other French-
speaking area. 103 |

It must be borne in mind that the same politicians and clergy-
men of Quebec who had supported the cause of the métis and other French
Canadians throughout the Red River Rebellion were now faced with a seri-
ous dilemna: how could they ﬁopevtb assist Bishop Tache and their Frenche
Canadian coﬁpatriots in the west by encouraging Frehch Quebeckers té emi-
grate to Manitoba, when they were already committed to the task of decreas-
ing emigration from their province to New England? Their opposition to

emigration to New England was based upon one overriding premise: any

102, Cook, op. cit., pe. 34.
103. Roberts, op. cit., p. 10.
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significant loss of French-Canadian population in Quebec threatened the
survival of their nationality, which they had struggled for over a cen-
tury to maintain. In short, after years of struggling to survive them=-
selves as a minority culﬁural group, the French Canadians in Quebec
simply couid not be persuaded thaﬁ their position was secure, that they
could possibly risk losing their French-speaking citizens to New England
ggg Manitoba. It must'be remembered, of course, that the Frenech Manitobans!
requests for help from Quebec in the early 1870's could not be greeted |
with any sort of enthusiasm, because 1870 was a‘peak period in the emi-
gration of French Canadians from the St. Lawrence region to New England.104
Therefore, the people in Quebec found it very difficult to look favourably
ﬁpon, or to respond to, any attempts by Tache or his associates to encour-
age emigration from Quebec, despite the fact that Tachie's struggle was
basically the same as their own. They had maintaiﬁed tﬁeir nationality
over the years through a tremendouély'high rate of natural increase and
a policy of insularity‘or isolationism, and it was virtually impossible
for them to discard that tradition, to forget their own struggle for sur-
vival and embark upon a policy of expansion in order to protect the
rights of French Canadians in Manitoba.,

The initial hope of receiving assistance from Quebec was ex-
pressed onvbehalf of Manitoba's French element by Le Metis which stated
that many people in the proviﬁce'"soupirent'ardemmént aprés une immigra-

tion de bonnes familles de cultivateurs de la province de Qﬁébec F— ;05

10,. Hansen, op. cite., p. 169.
105, Le Metis, June 15, 1871. See also ibid., Sept. 21, 1871.
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Those hopes like those of Bighop Tache quickly disappeared when the people
in Quebec reacted with either indifference or hostility towards such pro-
posals. Tache explained that some people in Quebec offered the following
arguments against French-Canadian colonization of Manitoba and the North~
West:

'La neuviéme pértie seulement de notre sol est

defricheé, disent-ils: gardons pour nous toute

notre population.' 'Les nBtres, ajoutent-ils,

trouvent gilleurs.des obstacles & leur foi et

8 leur nationalité: pourquoi iraient-ils ou

ils courront le dagger de perdre leur religion

et leur langue?! 1 :
Tache nevertheless proceeded to secure as much support from Quebee>as
was possible under the circumstances. In a letder to Father Lacombe in
1872 he stated: "!'Travaillez pour notre colonisation . . . autrement
nous sommes perdus; Dites—ie bien E“Mgr. de Montreal et aux quelques
amis qui nous sont dévouds.'" 107 In the same letter he noted sadly
that their "'ennemis font des efforts gigantesques. . ., il fait mal
de voir 1'indifférence de nos amis,.'t 108

Taché expended tremendous ‘efforts in Quebec and France, at-
tempting to encourage the emigration of French settlers to'Manitoba. He
continually made written and personal appeals to clergymen in Quebec ahd

France, and he also despatched emissaries and circulated immigration pro-

paganda in those areas and the French-Canadian communities in the United

106, Ibid., p. 198. These people frequently pointed back to Tache's
early discouragement of emigration to Manitoba. ' Tache, however,
replied that he had only been referring to certain desert areas
of the province. It is also possible that Tache's early position
had been dictated by a desire to mainmtain the equilibrium between
French and English, Catholic and Protestant in the area, and such
views would obviously have had to undergo modification in face of
the large number of emigrants entering the province from Ontario.
See also Morton, ed., Begg's Red River Journal, p. 501.

107. Ibid., p. 197. : :

108. -Iﬂg.
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States, particularly in New England, 109 some of those efforts were
partially successfﬁl, vhile others were dismal failures. The response
in Quebee was divided: some of the clergy supported Tache's cause,
while others opposed his every move. 110 Certainly a eompérison of the
growth of Quebec- and Ontario-born in Manitoba during the period 1871~
1891 in the table below 11l reveals that, by and large, the story of

Manitoba's attempts to secure colonists from Quebec was one of failure.

TABLE II
GROWTH RATE OF ONTARIO- AND QUEBEC-BORN IN MANITOBA

Ontario-born |  Quebec~born Mani toba~born

Year - Percent of Percent of Percent of
Number |Population| Number Population| Number | Population

1871 118 | 96 | 111 | .90 11,298 | 92.4
1881 | 19,125 29.0 4,085 6.2 18,020 27.32

1891 | 46,620 30.57 7,555 4495 50,648 33.21

The influx of Onterio immigrants - along with that from Great
Britain, saw Manitoba's population growth during these years follow &
frend similar to thatpof Upper Canada in the first half of the century.
In the first decade ~ 1871-1881 - the province's populétion multiplied
itself more than five times over, while from 1381 to 1891 it multiplied
itself over seven times. In short, it multiplied itself, on the average,

7.2 times over a twelve yeér peried.

109. Ibid., pp. 196-%.
110. Ibid., p. 197.

111, Censuses of Canada, 1871, 1881, and 1891.
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These figures also reveal the two most important features of
Manitoba's demographic history during the period: the flood of Ontario
emigrants into the province, and the trickle of settlers from Quebec.

The tremendous disparity between the two was the principal basis for
the province's politico-cultural transformation in the late 1800!'s.

There are other reasons for the transformation, of course, and tﬁey

are found in the nature of foreign emigration into the area.

The attempts of the French Canadians in Manitoba at initiating
a flow of emigration from France were frustrated for a variety of rea-
gons, but the prineipal caﬁses of their failure were the anti-colonialism
of France, their own xenophobia, and the mismanagement of their efforts
and those of the federal government. The people of France, as was men=—
tioned earlier, were onvthe whole reluctant to leave their country; the
only significant emigration from France in the peried following the
Franco-German War was that from Aisace-Lorraine, and most of those emi-
grants went to Algeris. 112 France's gbvernment, moreover, was opposed
to emigration and imposed resfrictiéns upon it; Belgium, another possible
source of French emigrants, also.invoked such reétrictions. 13 It was
basicaelly these factors which created an attitude of indifference towards
France among the federal govermment's immigration officials. They be-

lieved, in the words of one officiai at Ottawa, that the French "were

112, Canada, Sessional Papers, X, (6), 1877, Report of the London
ABent, Mr, F. J. Dore, p. 125; Donatien Frémont, Les Francais
dans L'ouest Canadien (Winnipeg: Les ®ditions de la Liberts,
19595’ Po 4o

113. Ibidi, p. 60.
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not an emigrating people, except in special eircumstances." 114 The
federal goverrment, therefore, did not feel it was worthwhile to spend
large sums of money upon the immigration office in France, since it
seemed unlikely that they would achieve any significant success in that
area. However, it is possible that they allowed themselves to become

too lax about the situation in France, to accept the situation as it

wag, or to give little thought at all to the idea of maintaining Canada's
racial balance between French and English Canadians. There were after ‘
all suggested reforms which were never acted upon, 115 and the paltry

sum of money allotted to the immigration office in France could hardly
have served to accomplish anything., Indeed, the diéparity between the
amounts spent in the London and Paris offices was severely eriticized

by many French Canadians. There were eighteen agents employed in Great
Britain as opposed to only two in France; total expenses totalled v
$47,865.16 for the British office and §3,173.52 for the one in France, 116
Obviously the differences between the two offices could be partly justi-
fied on the grounds that it was only logical to spend more money in an
area which yielded such fihe results, but such an answer would not be
acceptable to those who felt that the different results were contingent

upon the amounts spent in the two areas. The inevitable result was a

114, Canada, Appendix to the Journal of the House of Commons, X1, 1877
(No. 6), Report on the Select Standing Committee on Immigration
and Colonization, Minutes of Evidence, p. 41; see also Ibid., XXII,
1888, (No. 5), Report on the Select Standing Committee on Immigration
and Colonization, p. 84. In this latter report it was questioned
whether or not it was a wagte of money to employ an agent in Paris.

115. Canada, Sessional Papers, X (6), 1877, p. 125. It was recommended
that the govermment should offer a reduced rate of passage in order

" to achieve better results.

116, Canada, Appendix to the Journal of the House of Commons, XI, 1877,
(Yo, 6), Report of the Select Standing Committee on Immigration and
Colonization, Minutes of Evidence, p. 36. '
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growing conviction by French Canadians that they were being discriminated
against in the immigration field. While there was, no doubt, a fair
amount of such discrimination, the strict economics of the immigration
field must not be overlocked.

Many French Canadians often hindered the emigration of French-
men tp Canada through their own attitudes,.but the attitudes in question
were fundementally related to their distinctive way-of-life. The nature
of French-Cansdian life in the nineteenth century - the intimate con-
nection between the French-Canadian nationality and the Roman Catholic
Church ~ dictated that anyone who emigrated from France or elsewhere to
Manitoba should be a staunch Roman Catholic. France, after having ex-
perienced two revolutions within twenty-two years and having moved into
the industrial age, did not always appear to possess many people of that
calibre. In short, the French Manitobans had assumed a similar attitude
to that of Quebec towards France. Both Canadian groups were caught in
an ambiguous positiop betwéen the highlywpractical, secular task of at-
tracting as large a quantity of immigrants as possihle and the religious
ideal of building up a homogeneous, parochial structure, containing only
French-speaking Roman Catholics. _

“ Those attitudes on the part of the French Canadians amounted
at times to & form of xenophobia. Reverend J. B. Gousineau, the federal
immigration agent in France, assumed a relativeiy moderate, but highly
significant, position in this regard when he stated: "It is important
to select colonists who have some pecuniary resourcés,\and within the
Christian centres, for immigrants without religion and without principle

rather impoverish a nation than enriech it. It is not so much the quantity
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as the quality that has to be looked for." 117 Tn other words, it was
considered essential to prevent possible éocialists, athéists, or crim-
inals from émigrating to Cenada. Cousineau's feelings were echoed by
no less a person than Tache, who, accordingAto his biographer,
"Stablissait peu de confiance dans les immigrants 'comme ceux qui
vinrent de Paris' en 1872, jouisseurs et socialistés, n'apportant guére
des vices au Noufean Monde." 118 The French~-Canadian pﬁblic generally
shared the views of Taché aﬁd Gousineau. In their minds industrialism
and socialism were often intimately connected, especially in France after
the revolution in 1848 and 1871, and ‘they feit that it was better, there-
fore, to attract people from the agricultural rather than the industrial
class. 119

Some French Canadians went much further than the two clergy-
men noted above and indulged in outright xenophobia towards the people
of France. L'Etendard, for example, spoke of ". . . la tourbe d'athés,
de iibreé pehéeurs, de juifs et dlautres étrangers qui aujourd'hﬁi
tréepignent sur le corps defigurdé ée notre malheureuse mEre-patfie, pour
insulter & ce que nous avons de plus cher." 120 Tpig attitude was often
~expressed in the West as well, particularly by those who felt that the
French-speaking people of France were not suited to life in Manitoba and

therefore should be discouraged from coming. 121

117. Cenada, Segsional Papers, XXI (4), 1888, p. 178. Italics mine.

118, Benolt, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 383. .

- 119. Fremont, op. cite., pe. 43 (Benoist, Les Francais et le Nord-Quegt

' Canadien ZBar—Le—Duc, 1895), p. 93.. ? '

120. L'Etendard, Feb. 3, 1883.

121. T. A. Bernier, Le Manitoba: Champs d'Immicration (Ottawa, 1887), pp.

78 and 81, Lewis Crummond, The French FElement in the Canadian North-
West (Winnipeg: The Northwest Review, 1887), p. Lk
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All of these views seriously hindered the attempts at stimul-
ating a strong emigration movement from France to Manitoba. While some
of the ideas of the French Canadians - such as that of striving to pre-
serve a distinctive way-of-life: +the homogeneous parochial structure -
were noble and idealistie, they were also considerable obstacles in the
immigration field. Furthermore, the idea of a self-contained, homo-
geneous society was i'apidly becoming outmoded in the modern world due
to the tremendous advancemen‘bs made in the fields of transportation and
communication. 122 At any rate, the English Canadians were seldom hin-
dered by such attitudes. Their views on immigration were succinetly
expressed by Sir Charles Tﬁpper, who was High Commissiomer in London
. at the time, when he remarked that ". . . a certain mumber of ﬁndesir-
able people are sure to emigrate each year, butthis is not a matter for
which your agents can be held responsible." 123 The gulf between the
French-~ and English—Ganadiah attitudes in ;i:he immigration field can be
éeen by comparing that statement with the earlier one, concerning quan-
tity and quality, made by Reverend Cousineau.

The differences between the French- and English~Canadian at-
't;itudes were first seen in the disparify betwéen the number of Quebeckers
and Onfdrians who migrated to Manitoba, but it was later seen in a simi-
lar disparity between the numbers of people from France and Great Britain

who settled in the province. The efforts made by Manitobans or the Federal

122, Hertzler, ope cit., p. 50.

123. Canada, Sesgional Papers, XXI (4), 1888, Report on Emigration
from the United Kingdom and Europe, Report of Sir Charles Tupper,
Pe 2410 - .
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government in France were few, scatiered, and almost completely dis-
organized; their succéss was limited to the emigration of a few gentle~
man farmers who usually lasted only a short while in the province. 124
Tache managed to interest a few individuals in contributing financial
support for the settlement of French colonists in Canada, The most suc-
cessful venture in that regard was the colony fopmed at Fanﬁystelle in
1888 with the financial assistance of the Countess of Albufera. 127
Their overall failure to lure emigrants from France and Quebec was all
the more difficult to aceept quietly, becauseiby the end of the 1870's
it became obvious to them that the flood of emigrants from Ontario, .(
along with that from the United Kingdom, was definitdvely destroying
the old equilibrium between Frenéh and English, Catholic and Protestant
in the province.

In the early 1870's Liberal parochialism had severely cur-
tailed emigration from the United Kingdom, 126 but the defeat of the
Liberal party in England, the begihning of an agricultural depression
in the United Kingdom, and the visits of British tenant farmers in Mani-
toba in 1877 marked the beginning of a.nother perioed of heavy emigration
from Great Britain to Canada, particularly to Manitoba. 127 For the next
twenty years western Canada was the most well-advertised area' in the
United Kingdom. Further delegations of tenant farmers visited Manitoba
and the North-West in 1879 and 1880, and a Royal Agricultural Show

12,. Fremont, op. cit., p. 10.
125, Benoit, op. eit., Vol. II, pP. 608-9; Macdonald, ops cit., pp. 192-3.
126, Rcberts, ops_cite, pe 9.
127. Ga.nagf;, Segsional Papers, X (6) » 1877, pe XVI; Morton, Manitoba,
Pe 177.
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displaying Canadian produce and distributing pamphlets on the west was
held at Reading in the latter year. 128

There was, in fact, a great eampaign waged in the Unitéd King-
dom by the Canadian and British govermments, private companies, and eth-
nic organizations, urging Britons to emigrate to Manitoba and the North-
West. Every form of encoui’agemen‘h and argument was employed - agricul-
tural exhibitions, #hduSandsof pamphlets, transportation grants, and the
fear of overpopulation - and the success achieved was equal to those
efforts. 29

Of course, there were many natural factors which played their
part in stimulating the tremendous flow of emigration from the United
Kingdom to Manitoba. Some of the primary factors were the migratory
fradition of Great Britain, the mass unemployment, poverty and social
dislocation caused in most British towns by the Industrial Rexfro].u't.ion;l3 °
but there was also the idea - on both sides of the Atlantic - that Canada's
"interests are nearly the same as those of Great Britain. . ." 131 one
Briton challenged English tenant farmers to M. . . pluck up yéur spirits
and eross the Atlantic, and go to Manitoba. ”‘It is only 90 days journey
from England, y_ou will still be under the old'flag, and you sons of
Brittania, may build another and greaﬁer England in the Dominion of
Canada.” 132 Imperial sentiment among Britons and Engliéh Canadians alike,

therefore, as well as socio-economic facters, served to direct thousands

128, Canada, Segsional Papers, XVI (10), 1883, p. 198; ibid., XIII (7),
1880, xxv.

129, Ibld. s XXI (4) 1888, Report of the High Commissioner, Sir Charles
Tupper, ppe 242-3.

130, Le Metis, April 3, 1879. |

131. Caneda, Sessional Papers, X (6)’ 1877, pe 60.

132. Ibldo, P 70.
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of settlers from the United Kingdom to Cana.da in the period 1877 to 1897.
It was the combinatibn of the overwhelming flood of Ontario
and British emigrants and the assimilative powers of the Anglo—Saxon
culture and the English language in North America which finally rele-
gated the French C_ana.dians 'in Menitoba to the status of a minority. _
That event took place in the years 1876-1881, when the British influx
really began and the Ontario flood became more powerful“ than ever before.
The basic reasons for the latter occurrence was that Manitoba's fame as
a farming region had grown greatly in the latter part of the éeventies.133
Indeed, the "great influx of some forty thousaﬁd immigrants between 1876
and 1881, the years of the 'Manitoba (land) fever,' was in response to
the fact that the possibili%ies of thé Red River v;lley as a wheat-
growing country both narth and south of the bozfder had been demonstrated.m34
Such advertising played a great part in luring Ontarians and Britons to 4.
the prpvince. Ag Morton noted, those two groups constituted *'the lar-
gest part of an estimated total of 11,500 immigrants in 1879, 18,000 in
1880, and 28,600 in 1881." Y27 The results of the British influx did
not, of eourse, go unnctit;ed by the French-Canadian leaders. Tache was
prompted to remark: "Dire que les neuf dixidmes de ceux qui afriverent
sént protestants! . .. Nous sommes d8j& noyés, et si'la chose continue,

a 136

nous ne flotterons pas de sitdt. The statistical record of British

- population growth in Manitoba dui;ing thoée years 1877-1891 amply

133. Manitoba Weekly Free Pregs, Nov. 4, 1876,
134. Morton, Manitoba, p. 181.

135. Ibid., pe 177
136, Benoit, op. cit., p. 382.
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demonstrates the reasons for Tache's fears, especlally when it is con-

trasted with the slow growth of poﬁulation born in France., 15'
TABLE IIT
GROWTH RATE OF MANITOBA'S POPULATION
BORN IN ENGLAND, BRITISH POSSESSIONS, AND FRANCE
' 1871 T | ‘1881 - 1891
Places ' Percent Percent | Percent
of Number of Rumber - of Number of
Birth _ Total - Total Total
England and
Wales 125 1.02 3,457 5024, 16,017 10.5
Scotland 49 40 2,868 Le35 Tydid, 4488
Other British
Possessions 10 -08 56 .08 208 .13
France 9 07 81 08 474 31

" - It can readily be seen that the greatest increase occurred in
the latter'decade, but the Manitoban census of 1886 reveals that it took

place largely during the "boom" period of 1880-1883. 138

137. France was, with the exception of the last decade, always one of
the smallest groups in this regard. See Appendix C.

138. Census of Manitoba, 1886 (Ottawa: Maclean, Roger and Company,
1887).
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TABLE IV
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF BIRTH PLACES s 1881 AND 1886

Increase Since 1881

Birth Places 1881 1886 Number | Percent
Canada. 45,757 76,968 31,211 | 68.2
England and Wales 3,355 10,322 6,967 | 207.6
Ifeland - 1,715 3,621 1,906 111.1
Seotland 2,71 | 5,982 3,205 | 115.4
Other British

Possessions 72 200 128 177.7
France 7 110 33 LRe8
Germany 217 528 311 143.3
Teeland 328 1,998 1,670 | 509.1
Italy 20 38 18 90,0
Russia and Poland 5,645 55724 79 1.4
Scandinavia 61 372 311 509.8
United States 1,694 2,322 e | 3
Other Countries 443 238 ~205 <4643

Note: A mimus (-) sign denotes a decrease.

The statistical story recorded above was naturally frustrating
for Manitoba's French Canadians, but the startling difference between the
number of imﬁigfants from France and the United Kingdom had actually been

anticipated. Indeed, Tachié and other French-Canadian leaders in the
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province had recognized the gravity of their situation in the immigration
field during the early part of the 1870's. In short, the possibility of
the Ontario flood combining with future .immigration from the United King-
dom had spurred them into action. They had decided that it was essential
to develop a highly efficient organizationj: capable qf dealing with their
numerous immigration problems. It was generally believed that their

aims could best be achieved throﬁgh the formation of a Colonization So-
ciety which, with financial asgistance from the federal government, would
attempt to attract French-speaking settlers from Quebec and to repatriate
French Canadians who had settled in the United States. Although steps
had been taken as early as March, 1871, by Joseph Roydd and Joseph Dubuc
o form such & society, 137 it was not until Jamuary 18, 1874 that the
Colonization Society of Manitoba was ac'buallyvfomed, and the Society's
first meeting was held in St. Boniface on January 24, 1874. 1O 1y, a,

Le Riviere was the first president of the Society, and M.I.J.A, Leveque
was its secretai-y; there were also two vice-presidents, a Secré'bai‘y of
Corregpondence, an Archival Secretary, a Treasurer, three Visitors, a
committee of six, and an honorary president - Archbishop Tachd. 141 The
meeting also saw the poliey of the Society clearly set foi-'bh. Le Metiﬁ |
reported that the Society was designed to aid the immigrants from Quebec
and New England intsettling in Manitoba, that one of its primary goals was
to divert the flood of emigrants from Quebec to New England into their

own province, and finslly that the Society of fered prospective

139. Begg and Nursey, op. cit., pe. 26.
1400 Le Metis’ Jan. 24, 1874.
141. Ibid.
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Frenchaspeaking, Catholic immigrants:

e o o leurs paroisses, leurs églises, leurs cures,

leurs religieuses, leurs couvents et leurs ecoles

. o » Le catholique paie sa taxe dtécole a 1l'école

catholique, le protestant paie la sienne h 1'école

protestante. Lz langue frangaise se parle dans

les cours, dans la legislature, dens les documents

officiels et partout comme en Bas Canada.

The formation of the Society stimnlated o great deal of in-
terest in immigration and colonization among French Manitobans. Much
of that interest was born of the hope that'thé organization could change
‘the opinion of French Canadians in Quebec towards Manitoba. 13 Indeed,
for a time it was believed that the movement of French Canadians from
Quebec to New England had ended, and if that weré actually true, then
the patriotic appeals maede to French-speaking citizens in Quebec to
emigrate to Manitoba might at iaét begin to succeed. Lid - phat hope was
short~lived, since there were no signs of a major migratory movement be-
ginning between Quebec and Manitoba. In reality, the slowdown of the
movement from Quebec wad the result of a slack economic period in the
United States: the year 187, really marked the midway point between two
peaks in the movement of French Canadians to the States rather than the
termination of that progréss. 45 The unwillingness of French Canadians
in the eastern province to emigrate to Manitoba in large numbers during
such a slack period would seem to indicate that they continued to regard

the New England area as practicelly the best of all possible migratory

destinations.

142. Ibido, Jan. 24, 18740

143. Ibid.

1. Ibid., July 4, 1874.

145. Jansen, op. cite, pp. 169, 181.
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The disinterest of many French-Canadian politicians and news-
papers in Quebec towards the idea of colonizing Manitoba was a continual
source of disappointment for the latter province's French element. The
latter group often believed, however, that attitﬁdes glone were not pre-
venting their compatriots in Quebec from settling in their province, and
to some extent their beliefs were quite correct.” For exsmple, unlike
Ontario where the Torontonian businessmen had been'financially sup~-
porting the expansionist cause ever since Brown had awakened them to the
economic benefits awaiting them; Quebec's economic expansion was never
really linked to a colonial movement, bécause its Meconomic expansion
was directed by that complex of English-Canadian financiers connected
with the Canadisn Pacific Railway and the Bank of Montreal . . .," 146
vho apparently had no'desire to promote the physical expansion of'French
Canada. The differences existing in that regard between Ontario aﬁd
Quebec prémpted many French Canadians from Manitoba to suggest that the
federal government should provide finanecial assistance to possible emi-
grants from the latter province. Le Metis noted that: "Ltémigration
qui nous vient d'ontario s'y forme au moyen de souscriptiéﬁs, et &
Toronto seul le fonds de sécours pour acheminer les'émigrés vers la
Riviére-Rouge stelaéve 3 $30,000," 147 genator Girard, rather than merely
noting the différences between Oﬁtafio and Quebee, suggested that the
federal government might provide finasnecial assistance to French Canddians,

since their transportation costs were higher than thoée of the Ontarians.l48

1/6. ©Cook, Ops Cite, Po 34e

147. Le Metis, June 15, 1871.

1/8. Public Archives of Canada, Cartier Papers: Correspondence with
Marcel Girard, 27, I, D4, Vol. 5).




93

It was true, of course, that by and large the Ontario farmers were fi-
nancially better off than their counterparts in Quebec, 149 put it is
nevertheless unlikely that the cost of teavel played a dominant role in
preventing French citizens in Quebec from emigrating to Manitoba. After
all there was no proportional decrease in migration from Nova Scotia due

150

to its distance from Manitoba. Furthermore, the expense of moving

to Manitoba was actually less than that of settling on the northern
colonization lands of Quebec. Throughout the 1880's second class fai-e

on the Canadian Pacifie Railwayffrom Montreal to Winnipeg was $15 for
emigrants; also, for a registration fee of $10 an emigrant ecould obtain
a homestead of 160 acres. 171 To settle in'northern Quebec, on the other
hand, the transportation cost was $5.50, and the settlers had to pay $30
for 100 acres. 152 1n Manitoba, therefore, one received more land of a
higher quality than that of Quebec for less money. The French Canadians
nevertheless may have thought that it was more expen'sive-to move to Man-
itoba, simply because it was further. 153 That would still not explain
why so many English Canadians emigrated from Quebec to Manitoba. The in-
crease in Manitoba's Quebec-born population in 1881-1886 was 5, 976; The
increase of those of French national origin was 1,506, and 33 of those

were from France. Therefore, the number of French Quebeckers was 1,473,

149. Canada, Sessional Papers, XIII (7), 1880, p. 64, Ib::.d, X (6),
1877, p. 101; The Manitoban, June 24, 1871.

150. See Appendlx Ce

151. Canada, W v (2), 1872, p. 77; L!Etendard, April
Ly 18843 Le Metig, April 13, 1876.

152. F. C. Innis, "The Land Use and Settlement of ‘the Quebec Clay Belt",
M.A. thesis for McGill University, 1960, p. 68. :

153. I am grateful to Dr. C. J. Jaenen, formerly of the University of
Winnipeg and now at the University of Ottawa, for sugges‘b:.ng much
of the material in this section. '
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and that of English Quebeckers was 318. 154 If we refer these mumbers

to Quebec's total French and English populations, 170 we £ind that 0.3%
of the province's English population emigrated to Manitoba, while only

0.1% of its French population did so.

While many of the factors noted above doubtlessly tended to
discourage the mass emigration of French Canadians from Quebec to Man—
itoba, it seems likely that the ovérall opposition of Quebec society to
such a movement, the basic isolationism of most French Canadiang, and
the devotion to "la patrie" were perhaps even more responéible for pre-
venting the settiement of iarge numbers of French-Quebeckers in Manitoba.
The colonization societies of Quebeec, afterrall, - "L¢ Societé Genérale
de Colonization et de Repatriement" and "Le Societéhde Colonization du
Lac St. Jean" l56iwere‘much more sﬁccessfﬁl with their patriotic appeals
$o Quebeé's french citizens than the Manitoban orﬁa;ization, and that
success wés probably largely due to the isolationism and the loyalty o
"la patrie" of most of those people.

There were, therefore, a host of factors which conspired against
the Manitoban's society's activities in Quebec, and consequently it was
decided that ﬁhej shoulé concentrate their efforts upon North Americals
second largest Erench-speaking area -~ the French~Canadian communitiesﬂin
Neﬁ England. Reverend P. E. Gendreau, a sﬁecial Immigration Agent for
the Dominion govermment, had estimated in 1873 thét there were approxi-
ﬁately “SOO,QOO persons, Canadian-~born of all languages and blood . . .

living in the States. Of these approximately 400,000 were French, who

154. See Tables IV and VII on pp. 36, 52.

155. See Cengug of Canada, 1881,
156. Macdonald, op. cite, p. 189.
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were distributed as follows: 200,000 in New England, 150,000 in the
'western states,' and 50,000 'scattered!." 157 Obviously, then, New
England appeared.to be the logiecal arealfbr the Society to work in,
since it seemed to offer them the French-speaking, Roman Catholic set-
tlers which they had failed to receive from France or Quebec. Further-
ﬁore, the Franco-American appeared to be highly suitable repatriates,
since they had, for the most part, carefully guarded their language,
faith and eulture, thus demonstrating that they had never actually
severed the bonds connecting them to the French-Canadian nationality.l58
Finelly, there were numerous signs indicaﬁing that many of the Franco-
American were more than willing to consider returning to their native
land, because they had discovered that life in the United States was

not always better than that of Canada. Those gietis and French Canadians
from Manitoba who had settled on the poof lands south of the border were
forced to recognize "that grasshoppers, frost, droughts, taxes and in-
terest rates made their lot as hard if not harder than it was in Man-
itoba." 199 In New England the situation also revealed a growing desire
on the part of many Franco-Americans to abandon their new home. To a
large degree their disillusionment stemmed from thesadverse economic
and living conditions in New England. The Franco-Americans were not
only frequently compelled to accept the'lowést wages in the regionm, but

they also "had to endure the hardships that accompanied their low wage

1570 F'.‘f:(?;i‘f‘-ﬁaﬁsaﬁ’ ORe cite s P 1680
1580 RObitaille, Ol cite s Po 244.
159. Ma.cdonald, ODe cito, PPe 194»"'5-
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scale." 160 Living in such conditions, it is little to be wondered at
that many Franco-Americans sincerely wighed to abandon the industrial
1life and return to that of the farm. 161

The prospects of the Colonization Society of Manitoba appeared
even brighter because of the federal govermment's decision to embark up~-
on a repatriation program of its own. That decision was made because
Canada simply could not afford to lose éuch a large proportion of its
immigrants and native-born settlers to the United States. The federal
government apparently felt that the time for combatting the flood of
emigrants to the United States had arrived. It therefore

« o + Offered to cooperate with Quebe¢ in any judi-

cious and carefully prepared plan for accelerating

the sluggish flow of exiles back home, provide

cheap transportation from the United States to

Manitoba and a refund in aid of the reduction of

cogt after settlement on the land, and intensified

its propaganda in praise of Manitoba and the North-

West. Resident and travelling agents were appointed

and well~known journalists and others were invited to

contribute articles in preise of the immense material

resources and splendid opportunities offered by the

Canadian West. 162
With such large~scale assistance the success of the Colonization Society
of Manitoba in the New England area virtually seemed assured.

There were, however, several factors which hindered the soci-

ety's progress. Its first obstacle lay in the fact that it was forced

to compete with the colonization societies of Quebec, the former home of

160. Iris Saunders Podea, ®Quebec to 'Little Canada'™; The Coming of
the French Canadians to New England in the Nineteenth Century,
- New England Quarterly, Vol. XXIII, September 1950, p. 375.
161, Canada, Segsional Papers, X (6), 1877, p. 101; Le Metis, April Ly1878.
162, Macdonald, op. cit., p. 195. See also Hansen, ope cit., pp. 177-8.
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most Franco-Americans. 163 Also, the fear of ezﬁigra.:hing for a second
time within such a relatively short period of time probably prevented
a large number of Frax;co-Americans from returning, or even to consider
returning, to Quebec, and their reluctance would be even greater in the
case of Manitoba. |

Those who did desire to emigrate to Manitoba were often unable
to do so0, because they simply could not afford the cost of the trip.
Even those who did eventually travel 'bo. Manitoba, arrived there with
very little in the way of financial resources. 164 One of the most
successful federal immigration agents operating in the United States
reported that he had "to refuse passage tickets to a gréat nunber who
had not the capital nécessary to build up a good sebtlement.v 165 Be-
cause of their finaneial plight, the federal government found it was
necessary to provide them with the easiest possible terms of settlement.
The emigrants were offered 160 acres of fertile land for the nominal
fee of ten dollars as well as a reduced travél fare, 166

Despite the federal govermment's generosity, it was still
common for French Canadians to clainm thaf Ottawa did not provide enough

assistance for Franco-Americans who wished to emigrate to Manitoba. 167

Le Courrier du Canada charged that it was unjust for Prime Minister
Alexander Mackenzie - who had been ealled upon to form a new ministry

when the Pacific Scandal had driven Macdonald from office - to provide

163. Canada, Sessional Papers, XII (7), 1879, p. 136.

164. Ibid., XXT (4), 1888, p. 119.

165. Ibid., X (6), 1877, Canadian Immigration Agent to Manitoba,
- (Charles Lalime), p. 102.

166. Ibid., pe 103.

167. Le Metis, Aug. 7, 1872.
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more aid to Mennonites than to French Canadians. 168 Jacob Shantz, the
Mennonlite leader in Ontario and a close friend of Mackenzie, had managed
"to secure a parliamentary loan of $100,000 to assist in the work of set-
t1ling Mennonites in Manitoba." 169 Louis Masson had challenged the
granting of that loan in the House of VCommons, contending that the
Franco-fmerican were entitledA to an equal grant, since their financial
status was much lower than that of the Mennonites. 170 The Mackenzie
government refused to é.lter its policy, obviously believing that in the
case of the Memnonites they were assured of success, while in that of
the Franco-Americang they could not be positive of achieving any signi-
ficant r’eéults. While such a decision may have been economically sound,

the French Manitobans felt that their nationality was being discriminated

168. Le Courrier dusCanada, Aug. 30, 1875. Alexander Mackenzie (1822-
1892), prime minister of Canada (1873-78), was born near Dunkeld,
Scotland, on Jammary 28, 1822; moved to Kingston in 1842; edited
‘the Reform newspaper and was a close friend of George Brown; was
elected to the Legislative Assembly in 1861; supported Confedera-
tion; was elected to the House of Commons in 1867. In 1873, when
Macdonald was driven from office by scandal, he became the first
Liberal Prime Minister; was defeated in 1878. 1In 1880 he sur~
rendered leadership of the Liberal party to Edward Bleke. He

- died in Toronto on April 17, 1892. i _

1690 MaCdOHald, ODe Cito,_ Pe 200,

170. Canada, Hougse of Commons Debates, 1875, p. 249. Louis Francois
Rodrogne. Masson, (1833-1903), lieutenant-governor of Quebec
(1884~87), was born at Terrebonne, Lower Canada, on November 7,

1833; from 1867 to 1882 he served as a Conservative in the House
of Commons; from 1878 to 1880 he was minister of militia in the
Macdonald government; for a time in 1880 he was president of the
council; retired to Senate; and in 1884 he resigned to become
lieutenant-governor of Quebec. He gave up that post in 1887,
ré‘btzlrned to the Senate. He died at Montreal, on November 8,
1903. 4
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against in the immigration field, and consequently they hailed the
défeat of the Mackenzie government by Macdonald and the Conservatives
in 1878 as a great eventi 171

It is doubtful .whether there could have been much discrimina-
tion towards the French Canadians in the immigration field during much
of the 1870's, since at times the French Canadians practically domin~-
ated the Department of Agriculture, which was then in charge of immigra-
tion. In 1876, for example, the Minister of Agriculture was Letellier
de St. Just; the Deputy Minister was J. C. Tache, brother of Archbishop
Tache; and Charles Lalime had been appointed as the special immigration
agent in New England. 172 Also, there were several indications that
a_.side from the question of a finaneial loan, the federal government was
quite_ willing to treat the Mennonites and Franéo-Americans in an equa.l
manner. For example, when the Golonizatieh Society of Manitoba reguested
a zfeseqrva'bion of two townships for Franco-American immigrants, the Depart-
ment of Agrieulture approved "an apl;oin’anent of lands on the same condi-
tions under which they have been granted to the Mennonites and other im-

173

‘migrants." Later in "an Order-in-Council (19 March, 1875) four towm~
ships were set apart along the Red River along the United States frontier,
16 miles from Crookston, on condition that seventy actual settlers should

be located on the townships within two years. Altogether nine townships,

171. Le Metig, Oct. 10, 1878. '

172. Canada, Sessional Papers, IX (7), 1876, p. xvi; Ibid., V(2), 1872,

173. P.A.C., Dept. of Interior Papers, Dominion Lands Branch, File
165914, C.C. Tache, Deputy Minister of Agriculture to Minister
of Interior. .See also Macdonald, op. ¢it., p. 190. It was
Senator Girard who applied to the federal government on behalf
of +the society.
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in whole or in part, were reserved for them, subject to exchange if
necessary."” 174 The most frequent problem’in regard to these townships
was their invasion by Orangemen’. who often came into conflict with the
French Canadians. 175 Wnile the Mackenzie government may be eriticized
for not granting the Franco—American emigrants to Manitoba a loan simi-
lar, though not necessarily equal, to that awarded to the Mennonites
and for not extending the Pembina Branch line to Winnipeg in order to
assist the transportation of American emigrants into the province, the
Colonization Society of Manitoba had made an auspicious beginning in the
mid-1870's, and much of the credit belongs to policies of the French
Canadians in the Department of Agriculture. '
Short1y<after the Conservatives had returned to power, the
French Manitobans were startled when the new govermment "ait jugé &
propos de ne pas favoriser aussi largement que par le paééé les cana~-
diens des Etats Unis & venir s'etablir & Manitoba." 176 This decision
was greeted with as much, if nér more,ropposition és the Mackenzie gov—~
ernment's stand on the Mennonite Loan question. The travel grant was
regarde& as essential by the sociéty because of the highly impoveriéhed
condition of many Franco-Americans; indeed, the original ammouncement of
the grant had been enthusiastically greeted. 177 Moreover, the French

Canadians considered the decision especially harmful since it came at a

174e Maecdonald, op. cit., gg 190. See also P.A.C., Dept. of Interior
Dapers, File 165914: The Society itself was first granted one

section in each township; later instead of a free section it re-
ceived a financial grant of $1,600,
175. Manitoba Free Press, July 6, 1878, reported that Orangemen had
tried to settle on a Mennonite reserve as well as the French town~
- ships of Letellier and Tachg.,
176, Canada, Sessional Papers, XIII (7), 1880, p. 76.
177, Le Metis, Feb. 10, 1876,
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time when, according to Le Métis,»the society was just beginning to
achieve the success which it had originally envisaged. 178

The society had in fact accomplished a great deal since its
formation in 1874. Father Lacombe, Archbishop Tachd's principal im-
migration agent, had been ably assisted by Reverend M. Fillion, Dr.
Weatherford, and Charles Lalime; those capable gentlemenihad worked
assiduously for the society in Montreal, Ottawa, Detroit, Saint-Hermas,
Saint-Ignace, Sainte-~Thérese, Lowell, Nashua, Manchester, Worcester,
and many other FrenchQGanadian communities on both sides of the border. 179
Over the years those efforts had produced fairly successful results; for
example, from 1877 to 1880 approximately 500 Franco-Americans settled
annually in Manitoba. 180 It is also important that such success should
be interpreted in terms of the competition which the society met in the
United States.

There were several groups who considerably hampered the so-
ciety's efforts in the states. In New England the society competed with
immigfation agents from Minnesoté and Kansas as well as western railway
company agents who, in Talime's words,

have flooded the maﬁufacturing cities with maps and

pamphlets, both in English and in French, in favour

of their lands offered for settlement and have ap-

pointed here, in Worcester and in the chief centres,

Canadians as agents for the purpose of turning the

- tide of emigration towards their lands.
It is true that the Canadians of the Eastern

States have remained deaf to their appeals . . .

Still their movements have the effect of slifhtly
impeding the immigration to . . . Manitoba, 181

178. Le Metis, March 27, 1879, B

179. Canada, Segsional Papers, X (6), 1877; Le Metis, April 5, 1877;
Benoit, op. cit., pp. 311-12," ,

180, Canada, Sessiomal FPapers, X (6), 1877, p. XVII; ibid., XII (7), 1879,
p. 136; ibid., XIII %75 1880, p. 52. o

181. Ibid., XIII (7), 1880, p. 76.
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While the demage caused by the eastern groups was, like that
of the Quebec colonization societies, only slightly disturbing, that
which was inflicted by other groups and individuals in the United States
certainly gave the Manitoban society cause for alarm. The area around
St. Paul and Duluth proved to be a critical one for the»society, because
in that area there were various elements who were determined to stop the
flow of Franco-American into Manitoba. "On the Red Lake River,» 20 miles
east by éo_uth from Crookston, on the St. ‘Paul and Pacific Railway and at
Middle River, there are settlements of French Canadians . . . constantly
on the look-out for their countrymen immigrating . . . to Manitoba, and
they induce many %o remain at Crookston . . . 182 There were also "so
much per head agents . . . empieyed by large 1and owhers, and sometiﬁles
by railway companies, to secure as many settlers as possible for the dif-
ferent States, principelly Sou;c,hern Minnesota and Dekota." 183 Few re-
ports estimated the actual number of emigrants lured away" from Mé.nitoba
by those groups. However, one report by the immigratien agent at Duf-
ferin stated that he knew of at least ten instances in which entiré
parties of immigrants had been persuaded to settle in the United States
rather than Canada. 184

Ttcan be seen, therefore, that the Colenization Society of
Manitoba had to contend against many personal and impersonal forces:
Americen and Quebec colonization companies, private groups and indivi-
duals in the United States, the policies of the federal govermment, the

impoverished condition of many Franco-Americans, and their own lack of

182. Ibid., p. 55.

183. Ibidi, p. 53. See also ibid., XVI (10), 1883, p. 174

184. Ibid., X (6), 1877, Report of the Dufferin Immigration Agent,
J. E. Tetu, p. 84%.
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experience in the colonization fiéld. Despite all of these obstacles

the society continued to wage a fairly strdhé gnd courageous battle
against its opponents in the immigration field. Its members managed

to enlist a considerable amount of aid for their péogrém. Several not-
able supporters of the society have already been mehiltened, but there
were also numerous papers in Quebec, New England, and other centres in
the United States which eirculated immigration propaganda about Manitoba;185
federal politicians - such as Masson and Girard - championed their cause
in parliament; 186 ang finally an association similaf to their own was
formed in Montreal to work towards the same end - the settlement of
Franco-Americans in Manitoba. 187 411 of that support plus the inaug-
uration of truly sophisticated methods of repatriation enabled the so-
ciety to achieve an even greater degree of success in the 1880's and
1890's. By the year 1896 they had successfully settled 3,000 repatriates
on "éightéen“ regularly organized parishes along the Red River southward,
andwwestward“along the Assiniboine toward Portage la Prairie . . . Like
other racial groups thej tended to segregate in areas in which theierwn
culture would dominate." 188 That success came much too late, of course,
to prevent the transformation of Manitoba's population, since that trans-

formation actually took place mainly in tﬁe late 1870's and early 1880!'s.

- 185. Some of the most important American papers were Le Iravailleur;
Lg Republidue; Le Protecteur Canadien and Le Courrier, while the
most prominent Quebec papers were Le National and Le Nouveau
Monde (Quebec's somewhat pale imitation of the Glebe.i See
Le Motis, Aug. 12, 1875; March 23, April 20, and June 1, 1876;
and Nov. 8, 1877.

186. The common complaint made by French Canadians was that so few
French-speaking federal politicians understood their situation
as well as Girard and Masson did. See Le Metis, Apr. 24, 1879.

1870 Le Metis, June 1, 18760 E

188, Macdonald, op. cit., p. 191.
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Indeed, the number of French~Canadian repatriates was not even enough to
offset the entrance into the province of two other Protestant groups -
the Mennonites and the Icelanders. 189 The arrival of those two groups
appeared to threaten the French Canadiané, because it appeared as if
they might quite possibly be assimilated by the FEnglish-Canadian element.
The French Canadians clearly recognized the danger posed to
their cultﬁre by these new groups, and they often responded in a hos-

tile manner towards the new groups; Le Courrier du Canada referred to

the Mennonites as "ces russes dont 1a‘religion est de ne pas defendre
la patrie." 190 T. A. Bernier stated that: "Les Canadiens-francais
vaudraient mille foix mieux, 4 tous les points de vue, que des Islan-~
dais.® 191 The Roman Catholic Church was especially alarmed at the in-
flux 6f thesé various new groupé and the emerging diversity of the pro-
vince's population. V. J. Grandin commented:

On nous envoie pour peupler . » . nos terrem + . .

des gens de toute nation, de toute religion, et

trop souvent des gens sans foi’et sans religion;

on va chercher bien lois des Menonites (sic), on

regoit meme des Mormons qu'on semble vouloir

donner comme exemple & nos.Pieds-Noirs . . . Ne

trouvez-vous Eas, Messeigneurs, due ctest 13 un

mal sérieux? 192 '

Some of these attitudes were probably attributable %o the frug-
trations of the French Canadians in the immigration field, and their re-
action to the Mennonite Loan ean now be seen as part of their fear that

the Roman Catholics were rapidly being outnumbered by the Portestants.,
In short, they felt that the old duality of Roman Catholie and Protestant

189. Morton, Manitoba, p. 163. :

190. Le Courrier du Canada, Aug. 30, 1875.

191. T. A. Bernier, op. cit., p. 78.

192. V. J. Grandin, Un Supreme Appel, (n.p., 1891), pe 4.




105

in Red River and early Manitoba was being replaced by a plurality of
faiths, and they realized; consciously or unconsciously, that "plur-
ality indefinitely multiplied would imperil @uality and lead, by an
inevitable paradox, to uniformity.” 193 Moreover, the French Canadians
recognized that the eventual uniformity would be that of the English-
Canadian, Protestant culture, because that culture was rapidly becoming
the majority in the province. Immigration and assimilation were the
twin foreces which thrust that culture into prominence. The tremendous
influx of immigrants from Ontario and the United Kingdom»had first in-
sured that English-speaking Protestants would be the majority in the
province; the diversity of other immigrants entering the province would
serve to consolidate that majority, since it was inevitable that the
newcomers would be more or less assimilatéd by the Anglo~Saxnn culture,
inevitable because of the dominange of the English language and culture
in Manitoba, Canada, and the whole of North America. Certainly there
were several indications that English Canadians fully intended to assimi-
late several of the diverse ethnic groups who had entered the province.
Federal government officials often spoke favourably about the assimila-
tive process; ﬁhgy also seemed to be particularly satisfied about how
readily many of the immigrants, especially the Icelanders and the Men—
nonites, adopted various parts of the Anglo-Saxén culture, 1% Such
occurrences made the French Canadians believe that their culture was in

serious danger. Its position had depended chiefly upon the province's

193. Morton, Manitoba, p. 163.

194. Canada, Sessional Papers, X (6), 1877, p. 68; Appendix to the
Journal of the House of Commons, Vol. XXII, 1888, Report of
the Select Standing Committee on Immigration and Colonization, p. 35.
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religious and linguistic duality; and as the table below demonstrates

that the population's religious duality had completely vanished over

the years, because the mumber of Protestants in Manitobs had far sur-

rt

passed that of the Catholics. The gwigbe

“siof that transformation oc-

curred during the "boom" period as the census of 1886 reveals below. 127

TABLE V
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF GROWTH OF RELIGIONS, 1881-1886 190
: S A I Increase
_ Since 1881

Religions 1881 1886 Number | Percent
Baptists 1,629 3,296 1,667 102.3
Brethren 29 114 85 293,11
Roman Catholics 11,679 14,651 2,972 2504
Church of England 12,715 23,206 9,491 69.2
Congregational | %3 997 654 | 190.7
Disciples 102 199 97 95.1
Jeus 33 543 510 | 1,545.4
Lutherans 911 3,131 2,220 24347
Methodiste 9,382 18,648 9,226 98.7
Mennonites 7,776 9,112 1,336 17.2
Presbyterians 13,897 28,406 14,509 10khe4
Protestants 45 428 383 851.1
Quakers 4R 428 386 57.1
Other Denominations 105 179 T4 70.5
No Religion 16 45 29 181.2

195. (Census of Manitoba, 1886,
196. Census of Manitoba, 1886.
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The trend begun during the boom years persisted throughout the

- 1880's, and by the end of that decade the full story of the transforma-

tion over the three decades was clearly revealed in the divergence be-

tween the number of Catholics and Protestants and the number of their

churches.
TABLE VI
RELIGIONS OF THE PECPLE, 1871-1891
1871 197 1881 1891
Percent Percent Percent
Religions Number { of Number of Number of
Total | Total Total
Roman Catholics - - 12,246 | 18.57 | 20,571 | 13.42
Church of England - - 14,297 | 21.68 | 30,852 | 20,23
Presbyterians - - | 14,292 | 21.67 | 395101 | 25.64
Methodists - - 9,470 | 14.36 | 28,437 | 18.64
Brethren - - 29 NA 389 «26
Lutherans - - 984 1.5 6,545 4e29
Baptists - - 9,449 | 14.32 | 16,112 | 10.55
Congregationslists - - 343 522 1,815 1.18
Disciples - - 102 .15 261 17
Adventists - - 8 0L 32 .02
Unitarians - - 20 .03 T4 .05
Universalists - - 8 .01 5 .003
Protestants - - - - 1,874 1.22
Guakers - - 43 .06 124 .08
. Jews - - 33 .05 743 49
Other Denominations - - 11/ 17 847 «56
Not Specified - - 4y 516 3.85 43824 2451

. 197. The census of 1870 stated that there were 5,452 Roman Catholics

and 4,841 Protestants,

that date is unavailable.

Other information concerning religions at
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TABLE VII
STATEMENT OF NUMBER OF CHURCHES, 1871-1891

1871 1881 1891
Churches Number Number Number
Roman Catholics - 19 37
Church of England - 23 53
Presbyterians - 17 78
Methodists - R4 (A
Disciples _ - -
Lutherans - -
Baptist - 3 17
Congregationalist - - 4
Universalist - - -
Other Churches - 2 18
Total - 88 291

The egsential ovef—all unity of these diverse Protestant sects
was & very'telling factor in the immigration battle between Protestants
and Romen Catholies in Manitoba, and the four principal Protestant sects
alone - the Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists, and Baptists - consti-
tuted 75% of the province's religious population. Actually, many French
Canadians felt that the siatistics failed to reveal how completelj the
English-speaking Protestants were dominating the situation. They claimed,
for example, that even some Catholics were assimilated by the»Anglo-Saxon
culture. That wag certainly the case as far as the Irish Catholics were

concerned; in Charles Benoist's words: ". . . ce ne sont pas le liens
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de la religion dui ont préﬁalu, c'est le langue: les Irlandais catho~
liques votent avec les Anglais prétestants.“ 198 More alarming was the
fact that even some French Canadians chose fo assimilate to the English-
Canadian culture. 199 At any rate, by 1891 the principal Protestant
sects were practically five times as numerous as the Catholics and
possessed five times -as many churches, and those facts alone signalled
the end of religious duality in Manitpbé.

The growth in numbers of the English-speaking element and the
assimilative péwer of the English language on the North Americgﬁvgzﬁg;ht
about an end to the linguistic duality of Manitoba's population. The
fantastic growth rate of‘Englishéspeaking peoples in Manitoba resuited
in the relegation of the French-speaking element to a minority position.
The following table on thé origins of Manitoba's population during the
period 1871-1891 reveals the tremendous differénce between the growth
rates of French- and English-speaking peoples; it does not, however,
indicatebfhat several of the other nationalities were eventually assimi-

lated by the province's new, English-speaking, Protestant majority.

198. Benoist, op. cit., p. 104.
199. Cf. Jean d'Artigue, Six ¥ears in the Canadian North-West (Toronto:
Hunter, Rose & Co., 1882). '
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TABLE VIII
- 200
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF GROWTH OF NATIONALITIES, 1881-1886

Increase
Since 1881
Nationalities 1881 1886 Number | Percent
Dutch 151 L4 93 61.9
English 11,476 27,580 16,104 | 140.3
French 9,684 11,190 1,506 15.5
Berman 8,631 11,082 2,451 2844
Icelandic 773 2,468 1,695 |  219.3
Indian 4611 55575 964, 20.9
Irish 9,886 21,283 11,397 | 115.3
Scandinavian 169 564, 395 233.7
Scotch 16,032 | 27,539 11,507 71l.1
Welsh 103 229 126 122,3
Other Nationalities 30 236 206 | 686.6

It can be readily seen how completely the French-speaking element was
éwamped by those of English origin. Even if we céncede the possibility
of the Dutch settlers being French-gpeaking and unassimilated, the com-
binatioﬁ of Scotch, Ifish, Welsh and English outnumbers the possible

French-speaking popuiace by four to one.

200. Cengus of Manitoba, 1886,
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Norman Macdonald stated that ". . « Sir John A. Macdonald and
Sir George Cartier favoured extensive setilements in the West, and it
has been hinted that 'The Manitoba Constitution was purposely made bi-
linguel in the hope! bf deflecting the French Canadians from the United
States to the West." 201 The demand for a bilingual constitution orig-
inated in the West, of course, but if it was really the desire of Mac-
donald, Cartier and Taché to perpetuate the equilibrium between French
and English populations, which ﬁad provided the basis for both the
British North America Act and the Manitoba Act, in Manitoba and through-
out Western Canada, then their desire was completely frustrated. It was
frugtrated because "1l'immigration catholique, depuis vingt ans, n‘avéit
point repondu au désirs de 1'8me catholique et francaise de Mgr Taché
ni 3 ses efforts  » Jf 2%

Taché and the other French Canadians in Manitoba lost the im-
migration battle in that proviﬁce, and they lost it decisively, becausei
there were simply too many-factors mitigating against thelr success.

Their opponents meanwhile - the English-speaking Protestants from Ontario -
had Qiftually everything in their favour. They had both a solid Canadian
and British source of emigration - Ontario and the United Kingdom; the
Canadian and British governments worked closely together ih the immigra-
tion fields; they possessed an expansionist and imperialistic tradition;
their individuality and diversity in settling a country enabled them; as

a majority, to assimilate other ecultural groups; and finally their

201. Macdonald, op. cit., p. 189. .
202, Benoit, op. cit., p. 640.
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assimilative powers were further enhanced by the fact that their lan-
guage, religion and way-of-life dominated Nbfth American society. The
French Canadians, on the other hand, received very little help from
Quebec and virtually none from France: +their nationality possessed and
exclugive and isolationist tradition which, for the most part,prevented
mass emigration; their position as a cultural minority in North America
and their communal spirit meant an almost complete absence of assimi-
lative ability; their paradoxical position in the immigration field -
caught between the necessity of securing a large quantity of immigrants
and the desire of sefuring a high quality of immigrants - threatened
their‘efforts from within; economic factors in Quebec and New England
seriously hampered their efforts; and thé federal government, by and
large, displayed a complete disinterest in the idea of preserving the
racial equilibrium in Canada by insuring that French and English elements
received equal consideration in the immigratioﬁ field.

Chester Martin remarked that "it was the resolute use of force
by Riel and the French M&tis which . . . planted in Western Canada the
seed so sedulousiy cultivated upon the banks of the St. Lawrence." =03
The plant had been carefully ﬁended by Archibald and Tache but sa&ly
heglected by Quebec and the federal government. That‘neglect had seri-
ously stunted the plant's growth by 1885, and by that time the question
had arisen: would the %ransformation of the province's population, the
termination of the duslity of French and English mumbersein Manitoba
lead inevitably to the area's_ﬁew majority demanding that the constitu~
tional duality should be abélished as well.

203. Chester Martin, "Confederation and the West,® C.H.A., 1927, pp. 27-8.



CHAPTER THREE
THE TRANSFORMATION OF

MANITOBA'S FRENCH-CANADIAN POLITICO~CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

I. MUNICIPALITY VERSUS PARISH:

Racial and religious issues were ever-present in Manitoba
politics in the province's first decade and a half of existence, but
during that period coﬁflict of a serious nature had been generally
avoided because of the general spirit of moderation and compromise |
existing among many of 'bhev provinee's leading politicians.. Archibald
had practically created singlehandeély, these "politics of compromise®
in Manitoba, and his example was followed by éuch notable individua.lé
as Alexander Morris, R. A. Davis, and John Norquay. 1 There were also
se{reral signs indicating that the spirit of compromise éxisted through-
out the levels of governmént. The Legislative Assembly decided, for
example, that the province of Ontario had mo legal right to interfere
in Manitoba's affairs, to attack one segment of the latter's population
by demandiné the punighment of Scoti's execufioners. 2 Thé assembly did
not condone the act of execu‘bioh, ofﬁcourse, but they refused to allow
Ontario or the so-called "loyal party" in Manitoba to continue their
pergecution of the metis. .' Another exémple' of the willingness of poli-

ticians to compromise or recognize the equal rights of the various groups

1. Le Métis, Oct. 24, 1878; The Manitoban, Dec. 7, 1872; and Morton,
Manitoba, pe. 229,

e ————

2. Journals of the Legigiative Assembly, 1872, 35 Vict., pp. 23, 57.
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in Manitoba was seen on December 16, 1871, whqn the Honourable Alfred
Boyd, the Minister of Public Works, resigned in order that John Norquay
might assume that position. Boyd's single reason for resigning was to
enable the English half-breeds to‘possess a representétive in the gov-
erpment. - "Under Archibald's tutelage the province had matured and
gained in wisdom, although iﬁ would be dangerous to exaggerate the ex-
tent of such gains." 4 |

Indeed, if is possible to over-estimate the moderation of the
politicians in the 1870's, because there were other factors in Manitoba
that contributed to theﬁrelative degree of racial harmony in the period,
racial harmony which was not really expected because of the events sur-
rounding the province*s creation. The racial and religious conflict
slipped into the background of Maﬁifoba politics, because of the prin-
ciple of duality embodied in the Manitoba Act and the fact that the
province's population had rapidly become preoccupied with the practical
problems-of attempting to secure better financial terms from the federal
government and to build the railways needed to aid them in the immigration
and agricultural fields. 5

The basic problem for Manitoba's governmenf was the provincels
economic situation. The young province ﬁad mény difficulties to face in
its struggle to take its place alongside the other provinces in the Dom-
inion. Its task was made all the more difficult because of the depres-

sion and the federal government's'unwillingness to provide it with

3. The Manitoban, Dec. 16, 1871.
he Saywell, ope cite., pe The
5. Wright, op. cit., pp. 65, 75.
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gufficient financial resources. The federal grant was seldom enough to
enable the Manitoba governmeht to function properly. The Manitcbsncon~-
trasted Manitoba's govermment expenses with those of Ontario and the
Dominion government, and concluded that "the cost of Legislation in
Ontario waé one~-thirtieth of the total income; in the Dominion one-
seventieth; in Manitoba one-sixth." 6 Fuarthermore, it was generally
Bélieved that Manitoba's finaneial probiems could have been offset some-
what if the federal go&ernment returned Manitoba's Crown Lands to the
provincial government. 7 Those lands had been taken awaylfrom the pro-
vince by a clause which the Macdonald government had insisted upon:
| A1l ungranted or waste lands in the Province shall

be . + « vested in the Crown, land administered by

the Government of Canada for the purposes of the

Dominion, subject to, and except, and so far as the

same may be affected by the conditions and stipule~

tions contained in the agreement for the surrender

of Rupert!s Land by the Hudson's Bay Company to Her

Majesty. 8
Macdonald!s explanation»of that clause was that the "land could not be
handed over to them, it was of the greatest importanée to the Dominion
to have possession of it, for the Pacific Railway must be built by means
of the land through which it had to pass.” 9 These two facts - the fed-

eral govermment's control of the provinces! public lands and natural

resources and ifs meagre finanecial subsidy‘- created a great desl of

6. The Manitoban, Jan., 11, 1873. See also Begg, op. cit., Vol. 3, p.
73. Manitoba also paid a higher amount per capita to the federal
government than the other provinces.

7. Ibid., Jan. 18, 1873. '

8. 33 Vietoriae, c. 3, Sec. 30.

9. Report of the Select Commititee of Houge Commons on the Cauges

of the Difficulties in the North-West Territories in 1869-70 (Ottawas
Queen'g Printer, 1940), p. 143.
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anger among Manitobans towards the federal government; in fact, those
grievances later combined with the federal government®s policy of rail-
way disallowance in Manitoba created a province-wide épposition towards
Ottawa. 10

In order to remedy'Manitoba's financial situation the pro-
vince's political leaders began a proéram of economic retrenchment; they
also risough‘b to shift much of the burden of development to incipient
municipalities. . " 1 It was natural for the Ontario immigrants to
attempt to reconstruct the municipal institutions of their former home
in the new province. 12 Such a process, however, was bound to come into
eventual conflict with the parishes of the French Canadians, because the
former's ideals of individuality and diversity were directly at odds with
the lafter's goals of collectivity and unity. 13

At the outset such a conflict was avoided because of the limited
nature of settlement. Indeed, in the first municipal legislation passed
in the province - the Parish Assessment Act of 1871 - the municipal in-
stitutions were to be based on the existing boundaries of parishes whose
residents « . . were pérmitted to tax themselves for certain loeal public
works." 14 By 1873 the need for a departure from the parochial lines of

the Red River Settlement was seen to be a distinct necessityi Consequently

10. Donnelly, ope cite, pe 32. '
1l. Chester Martin, Ihe Nafure]l Resources Question (Winnipeg: Saults

and Pollard Limited, 1920), p. 82.
12, Wright, op, cit., p. 60. . °
13. Hughes, French Canade in Trangsition, p. iii.
1/+ Report of the Manitoba Roval Commission on Local Government Organi-—
zation and Finance, submitited to Chairman Roland Michener, Provineial
Govermment of Manitoba (Winnipeg: Queen's Printer, 1964), p. 5.
Unless otherwise noted references to this source will be designated
as Mi r_Royal Commission.
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in that year an Act 15 vas passed which "authorized the incorporation of
‘a municipality whenever two-thirds of the male householders so petitioned,
provided there were more than thirty in the area. . ." 16 From that date
onward the provincial govermment enacted numerous pieces of municipal
legislation. The vast majority of that legislation was sponsored by
Ontarians who were anxious to reproduce the county system of Ontaric in
Manitoba. 17

Legislation was introduced in 1883 which provided

for the creation of twenty-six counties, each

composed of from five to seven municipalities

with central authority and power to levy for a

county courthouse, registry office and certain

inter-municipal matters such as drainage. 18
Judicial district boards were also established at that time. They were
made vp of the mayors or reeves of each corporation within s sﬁecified
boundary; initially the district boards were empowered to levy only for
courthouses and jails but in 1885 their power was enlarged to include
other inter-municipal matters. 19 Eventually the county system had to
be abandoned, beéause it had proven to be impractical, expensive and in-
efficient in Manitoba. The difficulties encountered by the system were

chiefly the result of sparse settlement, great distances and insufficient

financial resourves. 20

15. Statutes of Manitoba, 1873, 36 Viet., Ch. 23.

16. Michener Royal Commission, pe 5.

17. Statutes of Manitoba, 1875, 38 Viet., Ch. 41; ibid., 1877, 40 Vict.,
Ch. 3; ibid., 1880, 43 Viet., Ch. 10; ibid., 1881, 44 Viet., Ch. 14.

18. Michener Royal Commission, pe 5.

19, Ibid.

20, Ibid.
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The final form of municipalities in Manitoba was decided upon
in 1886. A special commission of the Legislature had been formed in the
province to study the problem, and following ité-recommendations "+the
province was divided into smaller areas called 'rural mnnicipalities,'
the judieial districts boards were aboliéhed, aﬁd their functions were
transferred to the Attorney General's Department.™ 2l It was also de-
cided ﬁhat Yinter-municipal functioﬁs in Manitoba’should be dischargdd
“through an“officer of the Provincial Govermment to be known as the
Mnnicipal Commissioner. . ." 22

Manitobals municiﬁalization exerted a deep influence upon the
French~Canadian wa&aof-life in the province. That way-of-life had been
molded in the dajs of the Red River Settlement; molded upon the image of
French-Canadian parochial life on the banks of the>St. Lawrence. As
Morton states, "the social aspects of the life of Red River had devel-
oped around the.church. From this point of view the Red River Settle-
ment was a congregation_of missions. These missions were called parishes.“z3
~ That pattern was adhered tc by the Engiish as well as the French group in |
Red River. 24 It is necegsary, however, to understand the nature of the
French, Roman Gatholic parish in its brbader context as well in order to
distinguish it more»readily from its English, Protestant counterpart.

Ecclesiastically the

21, OCrawford, op. cit., pp. 42-43. '

22, Michener Royal Commigsion, pp. 5-b. v

23. W. L. Morton, The Red River Parish in Manitoba Egsayvs, ed. by
R. C. Lodge, (Toronto: The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited,
1937), p. 90. '

24, Ibid., p. 91.



119

o o o parish is the ultimate normel territorial

unit in the Chureh. There jis the Papecy, which

reaches out over all the worlds establishing a

bond of unity in the whole Church, teaching,

ministering, and governing. There are the

Patriarchates and the Provinces, each with its

distinet territory and including a number of

dioceses. There is the diocese and the diocese

itself is divided territorially into parishes.

The purpose of the parish is the purpose of the

Church, that is the salvation and sgnctification

of souls through Jesus Christ . . .29
In the Red River Settlement each parish possessed its own church, school,
cand communal life: all of the elements of the parishes in Quebec. Each
of those elements was designed to achieve the salvation and sanctifica-
tion of souls, because all parochial funetions are directed towards that
mﬂ.26 |

Over the years the French Canadians have also come to look up-
on the parish as their princiéal wegpon in their battle for cultural sur-
vival in the Anglo-Saxon sea which constantly threatens them. They re-
gard it, in fact, "as an integrating unit of community life as ﬁell as
a 'rampart' for the religious and cultural survival of French Canadians
« - " 27 In the single most important instance when the parishes of the
Red River Settlement assumed a definite politieal funetion - the public
assembly of French and English parishes ecalled by Riel during the Red

- River Insurrection - the attempt to employ the parish as such a rampart

was clearly seen. 28 Of course, for the most part the insular,

25. C. J. Nuesse and Thomas J. Harte, eds., The Sociology of the Parish

- (Milwaukee: The Bruece Publishing Company, 1950), pp. vii-vii.

26, Ibid., p. viii. '

27. Jean-Charles Falardeau, Canada in The Sociology of the Parigh,eds.
Noesse and Harte, pp. 325-6. ,

28, Morton, The Red River Parish, p. 95.
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homogeneous nature of the parish was felt to provide the maximum amount
of protection for the French-Canadian culture. The strength of a parish,
especially a French-Canadian parish, is directly.dependent upon the
maintenance of cultural and religious homogeneity and of the authority
of the church, embodied in the person of the parish priest.29 Any fo-
reign cultural or religious elements, particularly English and Protes-
tant ones, are regarded as distinct threats.

In Quebec the French-Canadian majority managed to preserve the
strength of their parishés because of their numbers and their resolute

30 1t in Manitoba the French-Canadian

opposition towards municipalities,
minority was virtually helpless as the waves of English-Canadian immigra-
tion buffetted their parochial structure. Time and again the French-
Canadian element expressed the desire to maintain the homogeneity of
their parishes, to remain isolated from other ethnic groups in the
province. 3L 14 was impossible to do so, however, because of the diverse
and individualistic nature of English-Canadian settlement. The English
Canadians, unlike the French Canadians, the Mennonites, and the Icelan-
&ers, 32 geldom chose to settle in groups; they settled wherever they
found the best farmlands. Consequently practically every region in the
province possessed a goodly number of English Canadians, while, as the

table below illustrates, only Provencher proved to be a gtronghold for

the French element. 33

29. Falardeau, Canada, pp. 327, 331.

30. Hughes, French Canadas in Transition, pp. 10-11, and Crawford, <R
citey, pe-19. : '

31. P.AM., Archibald Papers, ‘Laurence S. Clarke to Archibald, no. 562;
C.S.P., V (2), 1872, pp. 76-7; and Le Metis, Jan. 20, 1871.

32. Morton, Manitoba, p. 163,

33. ~Censug of Manitoba, 1886.
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TABLE I

NUMBER OF PEOPLE OF FRENCH AND ENGLISH ORIGIN
IN MANITOBA, 1885-1886

Districts English Irish Scoteh Welsh French
Selkirk 8,807 7,817 7,939 47 1,057
Marquette 5,967 5,967 7,826 30 143
Provencher 1,295 1,187 '1,162 33 Ly 26/,
Liggar 2,934 1,818 3,369 41 747
Winnipeg 6,946 4,391 | 5,380 78 610

Total 25,949 21,180 25,676 229 6,821

It is quite obvious from this table >4 that most French-Canadian neigh-
bourhoods had been "invaded", to some extent or other, by the English
Canadians. Such invasions naturally troubled the French Canadians, be-
cause they destroyed the racial homogeneity of the "collective and Sym—-
bolic enterprise" 35 which priests and people had so carefully built up.
Furthermore, wheféver the English Canadians settled they eventually set
ﬁp their municipal insiitutions and, according to the school legislation
of 1872, 36 their schools. The Act of 1872 provided that any group in
any area of the province was)free to creéte their own school district
even if a school district already existed in the area.

With the flood of Protestant immigrants into the province, the

effect of the legislation was to multiply the number of Protestant school

34. GCengug of Manitoba, 1886.
35. Hughes, French Canada in Transition, p. 127.

36. Statutes of Manitoba, 1873, 36 Viet., Ch. 22.
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districts in the province. Furthermore, it meant that a Protestant min-
ority could form a school districet in a Catholic parish despite the pres-
ence of the Catholic district. Consequently Protestant schools cpmpeted
With those of the Catholics, and therefore the original nature of the
parochial school system, the egual number of Catholic and Protestant
sthool distriets in 1871 - corresponding to the original twenty-four
parishes of Manitoba - slowly passed out of existence. The trend in
that direction was first seen in 1871, when the number of Catholic
school districts declined from twelve to ten, while that of the Prot-
estants increased to sixteen; by 1872 the Protestants added another five
districts. 27

A similar process later took place as far as electoral dis-
tricts were concerned. The original twenty-four electoral districts -
also laid out according to the lines of the twenty-four parishes - had
also been»divided between the French and English Canadians. As new aréas
of settlement opened up, howevér, often containing municipal councils,
the inhebitants of those areas naturally demanded representation in the
provincial government. Eventually the electoral districts underwent a
transition similar to that of the school districts: from a state of
duality between French and English, Catholic and Protestant, they became
more and more dominated by the English~speaking, Protestant majority in
the province.

In both of those areas the French-~Canadian minority had been

37. Manitoba Gazette, July 12, 1871, Dec. 31, 1872,
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overwhelmed by the flood of English-Canadian and British immigrants. The
latter two groups had sebttled throughout the entire province, including
the French-Canadian parishes. Their presenee in those parishes, along
with their schools and their mﬁnicipal councils, greatly weakened the
parochial structure. Indeed, the French—Oapadian parochial structure in
Manitoba was never the same, for the minicipal functionaries inevitably
infringed upon the authority of the parish priest, the English~Canadian
tradition of self-rule and self-government superseded the authoritarian
pattern of the parish, and Protestant schools competed with those of the
Catholic Church. 3° "What is not related to the prineipal purpose of the
parish has no right piéce in the activities and the life of the parish." 39
English-~speaking, Protestant churches and schools had no purpose to pla&
ags far as the French-speaking, Catholic parishes weré concerned. The
"three~fold mission of teaching, sanctifying, and ruling" 40 of the
Catholic Church was definitely hindered by the Protestant influence,
and the funetion of the parish as a rampart for the defense of the French-
Canadian culture was threatened by the humerbus cpntacts with the aésim—
lationist English-Canadian culture. In short, the muniecipgl structure
not only weakened the parochial spiriﬁ in Manitoba, but it also stunted

the growth of French Canadianism in the province by disturbing the roots

38. The English Canadians among the "old settlers" of the Red River
Settlement had been prepared for this transition by "the reorgani-
zation of the Anglican parishes by Bishop Machray in. 1866 on the
basis of self-support and self-govermment . . ." Morton, The Red
River Parish, p. 95. The French Canadians, on the other hand, had
almost continually remained submissive to the authority of the-
Hudson's Bay Company and their parish priests. Ibid., pp. 95~6.

39. Nuvesse .and Harte, eds., Sociology of the Parish, p. viii.

40, Ibid., p. 3.
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of French-Canadian life. It did so largely by preventing
the parishes from assuming the rele of lecal self-govern-
ment which they had attained in Quebec,41 for it now became
increasingly difficult for the French-Canadian parishes to
preduce the functionaries needed to integrate the family
ana parish with the larger society in Manitoba.42 The in-
ability of French Manitebans to maintain their parechial
structure at the same level ag their compatriots in Quebec
was primarily due to the fact that Ontario and British immi-
gration had relegated them to g minority positien.

The rural municipalities which had become the do-
minant form of local govermment in Manitoba had been devel-
oped because of the transformation of the province's popula-
tionvand the province's economic ills. Those latter two fac- -
tors combined with the precess of municipalization--the trai-‘
ning ground for future parliamenfarians43—-to effect still
another radical transformation in Manitoba's life: the crea—

tien of provincial political parties.

41. Hughes, French Ganada in Tramsition, p. 10.
42. lIbid., p. 11. 4
43. Michener Reyal Commission, p. 7.
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II. PROVINGIAL RIGHTS AND THE DEVELOPMENT (F
POLITICAL PARTTES TN MANITOBA:

At the provinecial level Manitoba's economic problems resulted
in a program of economie reﬁfﬁfphment, butﬁthey also created a great deal
of animosity towards the fé&é;al government. At the outset, however, the
proposed solutions to some 6f the province's economic troubles threatened
various rights of the French Canadians. -

The new English—speaking, Protestant majority, particularly
those from Ontario, had begun to complain about the costs of the dual
school system, "the official use of the French language and the mainten-
ance of a Legisiative Council in the tiny province when Ontario did with-
out one." 44 The link between the need for economic reforms and the op-
position to French-Canadian politico-cultural institutions was primarily
forged by the Ontario oriented papers in Manitoba, papers such as the

Liberal and the Manitoba Free Press._ Those two papers continually at-

tacked the French element and its supp&rters in the province. 45 1n

1874 the Frée Press carried the attack a step further and calledluﬁon

the people and the govermment to support the abolition of the French
language rights. The paper's editor, W. F. Luxton, cl&imed that it would
be wise to abolish the official use of the French language in the courts
‘and legislature, because such a dual systemawas much too expensive for
the provinece to afford. 46 Tpe Manitoban answered the charges of the

Free Press by reminding its éditér that "the use of the French language

4le Morton, Manitoba, p. 149.
45. Liberal, July 11, 1871; Manitoba Free Press, Sept. 4, 187..
- 46. Manitoba Free Press, Sept. 4, 7, and 21, 1874.




126

in the Courts had been guaranteed by the Acts of the Dominion Parliament,
and cannot be taken away by hasty and ill-timed attempts at legislation."47
Undaunted the Free Pregs continued its attéck upon the use of the French
language in the courts and legislature, 48 and then embarked upon a simi-
lar struggle againgt the French schools in the province._ The Free Press
argued that French schools received a much larger grant frém the provin-
cial government than they were entitled to. 49 1t was noted by Ihe

Manitoban, however, that the Free Press' calculations were based'upon

the claim that there were only six Frenéh schools in the province, whereas
there were actually twenty-one Catholic sthools; furthermore, the paper
explained that the "extra" $1,600 possessed by the French schools was
the result of their“frugaiiﬁy. 50 The Manitoban concluded by accusing
Luxton of attempting "to get supporf by fanning emmity between the two
races . . M L | |

An opposition to the existence of French schools and the usage
of the French language in the province's courts and legislature arose in
1874. That opposition was based upon gacial, religious and economie
grounds. Several groups opposed to the idea of racial, religious and
linguistic duality in Manitoba seized upon the province's economic ills
as the basis for their claims that the French schools aﬁd the official

use of the French language should be discontinued. Some individuals in

those groups were less tactful. Shortly after the French settlement of

47. Ihe Manitoban, Oct. 3, 1874; see also ibid., Sept. 12, 1874.
48. Manitoba Free Press, Oct. 10, 1874; March 11, April 9, 1875.
49. Ibid., May 8, 1875.

50, Ihe Manitoban, Nov. 14, 1874.

51. Ipid.
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Grande Clairiere had been organized, a local paper commented: aAs for
New Canada, our Grand North-West, let all newcomers learn English . . .
In the east let them 'parley-voo! as long as they like.!" %2 These
Ontarians in south-western Manitoba indicated that their hostility was
reserved primarily for French and Belgian colonists, At one point it
was noted that the "t Ontario settlérs resented the fact that 'foreigners!
were placed on 1and”feserved for them by the federal gcvernmeﬁt, vhile |
at the same time Seandinavians had to rustle land for themselves.'" 53
Obviously racial andrreligious differences as well as the anti-Fréhch
attitude cultivated by Brown and the Grits in Ontario played their parts
in this hostility towards the French.

While there were financial problems in the duwal school system,
many of those problems were the result of a rather cumbersome arrange-
ment between the school boards, the municipal councils and the provin—
cial govermment rather than the dual nature of the system. Dualism had
been an integral part of the educational pattern of the Red River Settle-
ment, and it was natural, therefore, for the old settlers to select a
systen which embodied the dualistic principle. Consequently, when the
first educational legislation was passed in 1871,54 they settled upon a
system similar to that of Quebec. "The Act provided for a central Board
of Education with two sections of edﬁal powers, the onme Protestant and
the other Roman Catholic." 55 The legislative grants for education were

divided equally between the two'sections for the next four years, but as

52. Cited in Wright, op. eit., p. 98.

53, Cited in ibid.

54 Statutes of Manitoba, 1871, 34 Vict., Ch, 12,
55. Michener Royal Commission, p. 6.
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immigration resulted in a tremendous increase of Protestant settlers and
Protestant schools a revision became necessary. An amendment to the
original Act provided that the grant would be made "in proportion to
the number of children of schoolaage in each group." 56 1In effect,
there was no fault in the dusl system itself; the difficulties derived
from the adoption of Ontario municipal principles, which resulted

in the situation that one body of elected repre-

sentatives, the school board, determines the

amount to be expended, another, the munieipal

council, assumes the responsibility for collec-

ting the taxes required to meet these expendi-

tures, while a third, the Provineial Legislature,

helps out with grants. Consequently a struggle

developed very early between the school board and

municipalities, and between the latter and the

Provineial govermment over the amount of expen-

ditures and the division of the financial burden. 57
In short, the fact that "the Municipsl Uouncils in Southwestern Manitoba
found the financing of schools a heavy burden" 58 « « « Was not so much
due to the existence of two sections in the Board of Education as to
the conflict between the school boards, the municipal councils and the
provincial government. The facts of the situation were not generally
known at the time, howevér, and as a result many English Canadians genu-
inely felt that the dual system had to be abolished in order to remedy
the economy of the school system. Moreover, the belief that the prob-

lem of financing schools grew out of dualism became a dominant idea in

the minds of many south-western Manitobans.

56, Ibid. B

57. Wright, op. eit., p. 69. See also Statutes of Manitoba, 1881,
l].l[. ViC‘b., Gho 40 o

58+ Wright, ope Cites ps 69.
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The agitation against Catholic schools temporarily left the
Manitoba political scene in 1876, but the encroachment or attempted
abolition of French~Canadian rights did not. When the Manitoban govern-—
ment requested an increased subsidy from Ottawa, the Mackenszie government
stated that it would grant them a further $26,746.96, which would make
the total provineial subsidy $90,000 when Manitoba's government had béen
"simplified and cheapened by the abolition of the éecond Chamber." 29
The upper chamber had been provided for in section 10 of the province's
constitution. 60 The clause had been included in the Manitoba Act to‘
protect the future minority of the province from being deprived of its
rights by the majority; a similar clause existed in the Cuebec congti-
tution to protect the English-Canadien minority. The French~Canadian
minority was naturally'reluctant to surrender such‘a séfeguard in light
of the attacks upon their language and schools.

The Manitoba government had found it increasingly difficult
to operatevefficiently with the amount of money granted to it by the
federal government. 61 Several deputations had been sent to Ottawa to
persuade the Dominion government to grant the province "better terms",
but they were'largely unsuccessful. 62 Mackenzie's offér, therefore;
was duly considered. "A bill for the abolition of the '"Upper House!
was introduced by Norqﬁay in the session of 1875, but was lost in the

legislative council by a casting vote. Influence was brought to bear,

59. Canada, Sessional Papers, 1876, Vol. 8, Paper No. 36.
60. 33 Victoriae, c. 3, Section 10. ,

61. Le Metis, Apr. 19, 1873; Oct. 14, 1875.

62. Ibid., March 15, 1873; March 28, 1874; Sept. 30, 1875.
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however, and in the session of 187é the legislative council voted itself
out of existence." 63 It is interesting to note the breakdown of the
voting on the question by the members of the Ceuncil; Those in favour
of abolition were O'Donnell, Hamelin and Dauphinais. 64 By and large
then the French Hembers opposéd abolition, while the English supported
it. The latter group was rewarded for their decision with government
positions, while the former "were left altogether out in the cold." 65

The official explahation for the abolition of the Upper House
was that it was deemed "desirable and expedient to reduce the expehdi—
ture in . . . the 1egisiature .. .n 66 Nevertheless the French Cana-
dians were distinctly uneasy about %he abolition, because it meant that
henceforth they would have to rely upon the responsibility of the minis-
ters for protection from the anti~French faction in the province. 67
That situation had arisen mainly bécause of the electoral redistribution
which immigration had necessitated.

The redistribution bille of 1873, 1874 and 1877 had meant the
diminution'of French~Canadian influence in the legislature. 68 More emi~-
nous as far as the French-Canadian element wes concerned was that, while
the French Canadiané, led by Royal, opposed the change in electoral dis-
tribution in 1873, some of the English Canadians in the legislature were

busily arguing for the adoption"of the principle of representation by

63. Martin, Political History of Manitoba, p. 108.

64. Begg and Nursey, ope. Cite., pp. 135=6.

65. _I;bi._d;., po 1360 ’ '

66, Statutes of Manitoba, 1876, 39 Viet., Ch. 28.

67. Le Metig, March 1, 1877. '

68. Statutes of Manitoba, 1873, 36 Vict., Ch. 10; ibid., 1874, 37 Vict.,
Ch. 8; ibid., 1877, 40 Viet., Ch. 4.
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population. 69 R. A. Davis became premier in 1874, and he "brought in

a new redistribution bill which gave the English fourteen of twenty-four
seats, on the plea that the English population was increasing more
quickly than the French and that the répidly growing sections in the
west of the province were under-represented." 70 There was no talk of
representation, however, and the principle of communal repreéentation -
it was generally believed - was being adhered to. In 1877 the government
stated that a further redistribution was necessary in order to represent
all of the "various interests and elements in the province." 7L The new
interests which demanded representation were once again priﬁarilyAthe
Ontario immigrants in the western region of the province, and their
emergence into the provincial political scene signalled an end to the
dominance of the old French and English settlers in the legislature;

the bill of 1877 provided that the French, the English and the newcomers
would each possess eight seats. 77 ‘The bill still supported the idea of
communal representation in principle; but in reality it indicated the
future trend in Manitoba politics. Most French Canadians failed to rea-
lize that at the time, and they supported the bill in the legislature. 73
Joseph Royal, however, recognized the direction of the political winds
in the province, and he decided that immediate action was needed in
order to preserve French influence in Manitoba politics. Accordingly he
set about to assuré the French Canadians of at least a balance of power

in the province.

69. Journals of the legislative Assembly, Nov. 8, 1873, Manitoba Free
Press, March 1, 1873; Le Metis, Nov. 8, 1873.

70, Macfarlane, op. cit., p. 50.

71l. Journals of the Legislative Assembly, Feb. 26, 1877,p. 98.

72. Statutes of Manitoba, 1877, 40 Viet., Ch. 4.-

73. Journsls of the Tegislative Assembly, Feb. 26, 1877, p. 100.




132

In the legislature Roy&i challenged the premier,.John Norquay,
on the grounds that his govermment did pot possess the confidence of
the majority of the English group in the legislature. In effect, Royal
was attempting to get Norqﬁay to/agree to the principle of party poli-
ties "in place of the old dual sjstem of equal representation of the
two racisl groups in the legislature and the cabinet." 74 The dual
system of representation had quite obviously broken down as'a result
of the transformation of the province's population and the entry into
the province of so many diverse ethnié groups. The redistribution bills,
while they still ppid some homage to the idea of communal representation,
actually illustrated the waning of French influence. Even if the com-
munai system persisted in some mannér, the French-~Canadian minority
would possess relatively little power; howeéer, Royal believed that
"as a united minority in a two-party system they might still hold a
balance of power." 75 Norquay was strongly opposed to party politics
at this time, becéuse he believed that Manitoba'ls grievances with Ottawa
could only be solved if the province presented é united, rather than a
divided, front to the federal government. 76 Consequently‘he replied to
Royal that the govermment's lakk of English suﬁport was due to the latter's
presence in the cabinet, énd he therefore asked Royal to resign. Royal |
and Delorme, the other French-Canadian cabinet minister, did so, and for
the first time in the province'!s short history the French were without

representation in the_cabinet.‘77 Furthermore, Norquay called a caucus

4. Morton, Manitoba, p. 196.

75, .:_[;b_j_-_q.o

76. Manitoba Free Presg, Nov. 8, 1879.

77. Begg and Nursey, op. cit., ppe 219-20,
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of the English members of the cabinet at which it was proposed to do away
with the printing of the public documents in French and to enact a bill
favouring representation by population. 78 Norquay acquiesced to the
former proposal but refused to accept the latter. The Lieutenaiit~Governor,
Joseph Cauchon, reserved the Act to abolish the French printing of pub-
1ic documents for the pleasure of the Governor Géneral—inpcouncil.
Cauchon was strongly rebuked for his action by the Winnipeg Daily Timeg.79
While Royal's attempt to promote the formal creation of poli-
tical parties in Mani%oba was forestalled at this moment, the question
of Manitoba securing better terms and an end to the disallowance of
provincial railway charters from the federal government was the issue
which eventually led to'the formation of parties in the province. The
agitation for such parties was principally headed by the editor of the
Winnipeg Daily Times. During the conflict between Royal and'Norquay
that paper had ﬁfoéiaiméd itself to be a Liberal-Conservative newspaper
and pledged itself to support the provincial govermment if the latter
body would promote the "National Policy® of the federal government. 80
The paper also added thét Royal and Nor@uay were both true Conservatives,
and that it was only the Free Presg who refused to acknowledge that fact.
At a later date, the Daili Times advised the govermment to refuse the
assistance of the Free Presé, because the latter paper was under the
control of the Grifs. 81 Royal, at least, does appear to have been a

Conservative in fact, 82 while Norquay was one in sentiment. At any

78. Journals of the Iegislative Assembly, June 10, 1879, p. 46.

79. Winhipeg Daily Eimes, June 5, 1879.

80. Ibid., Apr. 12, 1879.

81. Ibid., May 31, 1879. -
82. DBegg, History of North-West, Vol. II, pp. 346-7.
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rate, the division between the two papers at this time is highly re-
vealing. The Daily Timeg continually stated that: "It is needless to
shut our eyes to the fact that Manitoba politics are just now undergéing
a revolution and that when the crisis is fully ended National party lines
wili have been more or less introduced." 83 The Free Press, on the other
hand, strongly opposed party government; but the grounds\of its opposi~
tion are highly revealing. First of all, like Norguay the paper's edi-
tors believed that a go#ernment supported by both #iberals and Génser—
vatives was best qualified to win concessions from the federal govern-
ment; secondly, if party government were created, the minority would be
stronger than it should be, and the price of its support would be spe-
cial privileges. 84 Their opposition then was based upon their desire
to secure better termé and to prevent the French Canadians from increas-
ing their influence; indeed, the latter fact is not all that is surpris-
ing, since the paper had been almost continually opposed to the power of
the French cabinet ministers. 85 Thus matters stood as the issues of
better terms and the federal government's pblicy of railway disallowance
raged throughout the province. J

The clamor for better terms from Ottawa had dominated the pro-
vince's political scene throughout much of the 1870's, By 1881, however,
“the iésue of better terms was subordinated to proviﬁcial opposition of
the federal government's disallowance of numerous railway charters in

Manitoba. The young province desperately required increased railway

83. Winnipeg Daily Times, June 13, 1879.
84. Manitoba Free Pregs, Aug. 22, 1879.
85. Le Metis, Sept. 12, 1874.
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facilities in order to increase its population and its economic growth.go
Transportation for emigrants into the province was still mainly limited
to the Dawson Route and the railway :route via the United States. 87
The first of those routes was long and arduous and tended to discourage
many potential emigrants, while the second resulted in the loss of many
immigrants to the United States. Meanwhile the farmers in the province
suffered great financial losses because of their reliance upon the
Canadian Pacific Railway which often took full advantage of its rail-
road monopély in Manitoba. The Canadian Pacific Railway Act had been
passed on February 1, 1881, and it became law on February 17. 88
Clause 16 of the railway's charter was the so-called "monopoly clause";
it

prohibited the construction of any line running in

a southerly direction from the main line of that

railway. The object of this clause was, of course,

to prevent competition from branch lines of American

railways, particularly of the Northern Pacifiec. Its

effect, however, was to make the construction of

branch lines in the southern uplands dependent on

the grace and means of the Canadian Pacific Railway,

and to deny, since the Pembina Branch was part of

the Canadian Pacific system, any alternative route

to shippers of wheat from Manitoba. The freight

rates of the Canadian Pacific were therefore not

competitive rates, and those charged on the Pembina

Branch were in fact prohibitive. &9

A further source of discontent in Manitoba towards Ottawa!s

railway policy was the creation of reserves of land adjacent to the.main

86. The priority of Manitoba's elaims in the immigration field had been
urged as early as 1871. .Cf., H. J. Clarke, Report of the Immigration
Conference, 1871. See also The Manitoban, March 29, 1873,

87. Macdonald, op. cit., pp. 176-9.

88. Begg, History of the North-West, Vol. 3, p. 30.

89. Morton, Manitoba, p. 215.
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line for the purposes of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 90 The federal
government's aim in this matter was to reimburse the company's owners
for their tremendous financial investments in construction of the line.
Unfortunately for Manitoba, however, the move came at a particularly bad
time. The emergence of the Canadian Pacific Railway in Winnipeg had
stimulated the enormous gpeculation which had in turn resulted in the
Manitoba "boom". 91 Naturally the numerous reserves in the province
eventually diséduraged a large number of prospective settlers at a time
when the province could ill afford such bad publicity. Of course, the
federal govermment claimed that its action was designed to discourage
land speculators, but such an aim might have been better accomplished
if the.government and the railway company had engaged in a widespread
program of colonization. The Canadian Pacific Railway, in particular,
appeared reluctant to do so, 92 and therefore the discontent of Manito-
bans continued to grow.

The numerous provincial railway charters disallowed by the
federal govermment fed the fires of provincial discontent and increased
the pressure of the province's population and the opposition upon the
Norquay government. 93 Norqﬁay had fought the federal government

throughout his years in office, but his general inability to gain

90. Begg, History of the North-Wegt, Vol. 3, pp. 66.

91. &bid., pp. 68-9.

92. Macdonald, op. cit., p. 179.

93. Correspondence, Reports of the Minister of Justice and Orders in
Council, upon the subject of Dominion and Provincial Legislation
1867-1895, compiled under the Direction of the Honourable the
Minister of Justice, by W. E. Hodgins, pp. 1329=32. Fifteen
Manitoba Acts were disallowed in the period 1882-1887; thirteen
of these were related to the building of railways.
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redress from Ottawa for the province's grievances was beginning to make
it appear as if he actually were a Gonservative. The opposition hinted
that “a.n. important civil service appointment was to be the price of his
alleged perfidy." 94 It was the nature of this opposition to Norquo.y
which eventually resulted in the transition from communal representation
to party polities in Manitoba. "Greenway had been a Liberal member of
Parliament for South Huron beforé he moved to Manitobo, and some of his
followers were Onta.rio Grits « . " 95 Furthermore, there was a close
connection between Greenway and Moﬁa.t, the Liberal leader and champion
of "provincial rights" in Ontario; that connection wax solidified by the
exié'bence of a strong”provincial rights sentiment in south-western Mani-
toba where most of Greenway! s. supporters resided. The Ontario fa;'mers
in that region had aiso bee;z exposed to Mowat's ideos. ‘Therefore, what
could be more natural than "for the opposition to take up the ery against
the unpopular federal polic:ies and set themselves up as the champions of
prov:mclal rightst." % or course, v:Lrtually every group in the province
was a provincial rights party by 1886, 97 but Greenway's party had assumed
a more liberal stand in that regard than most of the others, including
Norquay and his supporters. Indeed, even the Free Presgs had become dis-
énchanted with his policy; i’c‘ claimed, in fact,ﬂ théfb Norquay was chiefly
responsible for the continuance of the railway monopoly, and the paper
now began to champion the cause of the Grits, by calling upon all the

Liberals in Manitoba to unite and drive Norquay from office. 78 The

94. Begg, History of the North-West, Vol. 3, p. 116
95. Morton, Manitoba, p. 220

96, Ibid.
97. Donnelly, op. cit., p. 26.
98. Manitoba Free Presg, January 1, 1883.
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paper's change of policy occurred at the time when party lines were
actually being formed in Manitoba. The provineial election of 1883
was contested on party lines for the first time in Manitobals higstory,
aﬁd'ﬁhe results - twenty Conservatives and ten Liberals were returned
to office - indicated the growing strength of the Grits in the province.?
Norquay realized that he would have to secure better terms from
Ottawa or be driven from office. In 1886 he again journeyed to Ottawa
to appeal to Macdonald for financial concessions. In this instance the
federal government relented and agreed to several of the province's fi=-
nancial.demands. Ottawa now offered Manitoba an anmal grant of %lO0,000
as compensation for Manitoba's public lands, a capital account baéed on
a population of 125,000, a pér capita grant of 80 cents on a population
of 150,000, and a grant of 150,000 acres of land for university purposes.loO
This was certainly more than the federal government had ever offered pre-—
#iously, 101 ang Norquay consequently regarded it as a victory for the
province. The provincial rights sentiment, however, had inereased to the
point where‘most of Manitoba's population and the opposition would only
accept "a complete recognitién of all their claims . . " 102 Tpe people
of Maniﬁoba had rapidly grown impatient and angry about fhe fedéral gov=-

ernment's colonial attitude towards the province. That feeling was

99. Begg, History of the North-Wegt, Vol. 3, pe 142,

100. Ibid., pp. 118-9, S

101. Journals of the legiglative Assembly, 1874, 37 Viet., pp. IX and X;
see also Report of the Delegates of the Executive C il _of itoba
Lo Ottawa, with regard to the claims of the Province upon the
‘Dominion, 1879, (Winnipeg: Manitoba Free Press Steam Print, 1879),
pp. 10, 12, 15-17, 52-53. In those years the federal govermment
disregarded practically all of the province's claims.

102. Begg, History of the North-Wegt, Vol. 3, p..119.
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especially pronounced in the south-western region of Manitoba where the
Ontario immigrants were desperately anxious to construci railway lines
in order to improve their situation in the immigration and agricultural
fields. 103 Only be selling their crops and settling their lands could
they hope to be able to finance their municipalities and maintain their
schools. Y04 The farmers in that region had brought with them the
Ontario tradition of organizing for political purposes, 105 ang they
quickly adopted that course in order to secure their goals. In 1883 the
Manitoba and Northwest Farmers' Union was formed, and its Declaration of
Rights Tevesled it to be a militant provincial rights erganization. 100
Of course, there were a number of other provincial rights groups in the
province at that point, 107 and they all added to Greenway'!'s support.
Norquay realized that he would have to challengeJthe federal
goverment's disallowance policy in order to survive politically. The
election of 1886 brought that fact home to Norquay, since in it he saw
the waning of his strength over the Liberals. The results revealed that
twenty-one Conservatives had been returned to the house compared to four-
teen Liberals. 108 In the session of 1886 the Manitoba legislature en-
actedArailway charters for the Red River Valley, the Manitoba Central and
the Emerson and North-Western railways. 109 When those charters were dis-

allowed by Ottawa, Nordquay had no alternative but to oppose that disallow-

ance and proceed with the construction of Manitoba railways. Confronted

103. Wright, OQ‘Q' Citc’ Pp. 65, 75’ 780

104. Ibid., p. 69.

105. Ibid., 5. 54

106, Manitoba Free Press, Dec. 20, 1883,

- 107. Some of the others were Winnipeg Reform Association, the Equal Rights
_ Party, the Manitoba Rights Party, and numerous Provincial Rights
associations. See Bégg, History of the North-West, Vol. 3, pp. 131-2.
108. Begg, History of the Norith-West, Vols 3, p. 142.

109. Begg, Higtory of the North-West, Vol. 3, p. 510. See also Journals

of the lLegislative Assembly, 1886, 49 Viet., pp. 71~2.




140

by the Scylla of Manitoba's anti-disallowance sentiment and the Charybdié
of Ottawa's disallowance éolicy,‘he could no longer maneouvre his govern-
mental ship between the two, since his vessel had grown all too frail
under the atiacks of Greenway and thé Grits. "The Provincial Government
resolved on the building of the Red River Valléj Railway in defiance of
the Dominion, and the people heartily applauded their determination.” 110
Norqﬁay ran into numerous finahcial and legal difficulties which made it
appear unlikely that the line would ever be built; finally, however a
contractor agreed to undertake the project, and all appeared to be well. 111
Suddenly Norquay was unexpectedly attacked for "an irregularity in the
financial transactions between the government aﬁd the Hudson's Bay
Railway." 112 Eventually Norguay was forced to resign\- altﬁough he
was later cleared of the charges - and he was succeeded by D. H. Harrison
of Minnedosa. The new ministers in the Harriéon governnent weie required,
according to thé constitutional law of that time, to be re-elected on their
acceptance of office. 113 The prospects confronting the Conservatives
were far from bright, sincefthe railway scandal and Norquay's inability
to safisfy the provincial rights sentiment had considerablijeakened their
support throughout Manitoba.- |
One of the most crucial bjhelections in the province's history
took place that year in St. Francois-Xavier where Hon. Joseph Burke, a
French Canadian who had Beenbselected“as Harrison'é Pro%incial'Secretary,
was ruming for re-election. 14 pig oppbnent indthe predominantly French-

speaking, Catholic district was F.‘H. Francis, an English-gpeaking,

110, Ibid., p. 148.

111. Tbid., pp. 151-3.

112. Morton, Manitoba, p. 221.

113. Ibid., p. 229.

114« Monseigneur Tache, Une Page de 1'Histoire des Ecoles de Manitoba
(St. Boniface: Le Manitoba, 1893), p. 63.
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Presbyterian Liberal. Francis had only agreed to run in the election
after he had received asgsurances from the Liberal leaders that they
had no intention of passing laws prejudieial to the French-Canadian
language or school rights, and those assurances formed one major planks
in his campaign. 115 Joseph Burke, however, strove to capitalize on the
rumour, which had circulated throughout the province, that the Liberals
did indeed intend to infringe upon the rights of the French Canadians;
he constantly warned the voters in St. Francois-Xavier in the following
terms: "Allez vous mettre au pouvoir dés hommes, qui, lorsqu'ls y
seront, vous priveront de vos ecoles et de votre langue?” 116 The cam-
paign in the district, therefore, hinged upon the issue'éf whether or
not the Liberals, if elected, would respeet the institutional rights of
the French Canadians, guaranteed by the Manitoba Act. According to one
member of the Liberal party, James Fisher, there had never been any pre-
vious suggestibn in the Liberal ranks of opposing the constitutional
rights of the French Canadians: "Au contraire, les chefs Liberaux
avaient toujours dit en public que ces institutions Gtaient protdsbes
et que notre remdde n'était que pour les aBus et non pour l'abolition
de ces ingtitutions. AOn promettait que les dépenses occasiénnéeé par
1l'usage de la langue Frangaise seraient diminuées et 1l'octroi pour
1'education augnents." 117

The charges”of Burke, however, appeared to harm Francis'! chances

of success in the district. Consequently Franeis, Fisher and Joséph Martin

115. Ibid.
116. Ibi L4

117. Ibid.



held two public assemblies in the district at which the latter indiv—
idual solemnly vowed that the Liberal party had always intended to pro-
tect the rights of the French Canadians and would remain faithful to
those intentions if they formed the provincial government. 118 Theose
two assemblies decided the election in Francis' favour. His was’a very
important victory, moreover,since it had taken”place in ah old Red River
district, and along with the defeat of two more of Harrison's ministers,
it “Brought the weak administration to a swift and tinely eﬁd.“ 119

| Greenway was subsequently called upon to form an administra—
tion. 1In ﬁhe course of doing so, he was required by Manitoba tradition
and the-pre-election promises to take a French-Canadian‘into'his ministry.
Greenway, accompanied by W. F. Alloway, visited Archbishop Taché in St.
Boniface in order to get fhe‘latter's opinion as to which French Canadian
he should select for the position. HTaché was ill at the time and unable
to receive guests, and‘therefore Greénway conveyed his messages to the
Archbishop through Father Allard, the Viear General of thebArchdiocese
of St. Boniface. 120 Greeﬁway announced that he wished to Strengthen
hig governmept's French~Canadian support by taking a French-Canadian into
his ministry; he also vowed that his govermment intended to maintain the
separate schools of the Catholics, the official use of the French language
and the French electoral divisions, 171 Father Allard convéyed these
statements to Taché; who expressed higs saﬁisfaction with them, stated that

he would place'no obstacle in the new govermment's path and suggested that

1180 Ibido, ppo 63"4.0

119. Mortgn, Manitoba, p. 229.
120, Tache, op. cit., p. 65.
121. Ibigd.
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James Prendergast would make an able French-Canadian cabinet minister, 12°
Greenway accepted Tache's suggestion and Prendergast later joined the
administration as Provincial Secretary. As Morton states:

There seems no reason to doubt the sincerity of

the pledges or the action of bringing in a re-

presentative of the French. The Liberals at

that time were not committed to the elimination

of the French from the government of the pro-

vince or to any measure a French representative

could not accept. The decisive factor was the

narrow division of the legislature, in which

the Liberals had been in a minority until the

events of December and Jamuary. Even with the

victories in the by-elections, they could be

sure of controlling the House only with the

support of the French members. 123 .

Following the formation of his government Greenway and his
Attornethéneral, Joseph Martin, proceeded to Ottawa to discuss the
question of disallbwance with the federal govermment. "Was the Goliath
who had rebuffed Norquay so often to yield before the Déﬁids of provin~
cial rights?" 124 Actually the outecome of the issue héd been decided
before Greenway and Martin had even left for Ottawa. The federal govern-
ment had decided in the spring of 1888 to put an end to the C.P.R.'s mono-
poly in the West. The reasons for that decision were the "coﬁpletion of
the Ganadian'Pacifié, the meunting agitation in Manitoba, énd, the deci-
sive factor, the grain blockade of 1887 . . ." 125 jnile the final ar-
rangements were actually made by Ottawa and tﬁe C.P.R., 126 the people

of Manitoba felt that they had achieved a great victbry over the Eastern

122. Ibid., p. 66.

123, Morton, Manitoba, p. 230.
124. Ibid.

125, Ibid.

126. Wright, op. cit., p. 78.
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interests and that the architects of that victory were Greenway and Martin.
' The Greenway government was dedicated to four primary objec-

tiges: railway building; "the enforcement of economy in the government
service and expenditures; the increase of immigration into the provinee
by all practicable means; a redistribution of the electoral districts on
the old Grit principle of Ontario, the principle of representation by
population coupled with introduction of manhood suffrage." 127 1n
March, 1888, the Greenway administration passed a redistribution bill
which largely accomplished the last of these objectives. 128 The bill
provided for a general representation by population, and thereby insured
that for the next few years at least the new majority in the province,
the Englishpepeaking, Protestant majority, mainly from Ontario, would
dominate the province's politics. Indeed, in the next election that
ma jority expressed ite thanks to Greenway for ﬁis ﬁvictorym over Ottawa
and its basic agreement with the ebjectives of hislgovernment. Thirty-
five Liberals were elected as opposed to only five opposition meﬁbers,
and there were only six French Canadians elected%zgin short,

the triumph of Grit democracy in Manitoba was

complete. The old order, whether the dual sys—

tem in language and schools with all it meant to

the French, or the influence the old settlers had

exercised through their communal constituencies

and their own representatives led by John Norquey,

now existed only at the discretion of the new ma,j- 130
ority, largely Ontario-bred and Protestant by creed.

127. Morton, Manitoba, p. 231.

128. Statutes of Manitoba, 1888, 51 Viet., Ch. 3.
129, Morton, Manitoba, p. 232.

130, Ibid.




145

The "better terms" and disallowance agitation in Manitoba was
responsible for several changes in the province's politico-~cultural na-
ture. As far as the French Canadians were concérned, the most critical
changes were the transitions from parishes to municipalities and from
non-party to party government. Both of those changes were naturally
closely related, since they were both born of the same need: +the de-
sire to reform the province's financial situation. Municipalities were
designed to accomplish that”aim at the local level, while a party gov-
ernment - at least a party govermment devoted to the cause of provin-
cial rights - was intended to force Ottawa into granting the province
several concessions. <The municipal institutions greatly weakened the
parochial structure which was the basis of French-Canadian life, while
the provincial rights party, the Liberals,\éontained an element -~ re-

presented by the Free Press and the radical Ontarians in south-western

Manitoba - which vas diétinctly hostile to their interests and threatened
their politico-cultural rights. At this point, however, there was little
reason for them to believe that the Liberals would not remain faithful to
the vows, made before and after the ﬁyaelection in St. Francois-Xavier,
concerning the inviolability of French-Canadian institu%ional rights in

‘Manitoba.
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ITI. LINGUISTIC AND EDUCATTIONAL CHANGES IN MANITOBA:

The politico-cultural institutions created in Manitoba in 1870
were basically modelled after those of Quebec. In another sense, how-
ever, some of them were continuations of the institutions which had
existed in practice in the Red River Settlement, but they were now en-
dowed with legal and constitutional status. Moreover, the institutions
- the official languages in the courts and legislature, the provincial
electoral divisions and the school system - guaranteed equal positions
to the French and English elements because of their relatively equal
numbers in Manitoba's population. 131 1pe duality of the institutional
structure in Manitoﬁa at the time of ité éreation had been directly de~
termined by the relative equilibrium of the provinece's population, and
that duality was acceptable to the old Red River Setflers, because it
had formed the basis of their society before provincehood; furthermore,
harmony and goodwill existed between the old French and English settlers
because of their common economic interests. ~°° The state of relative
institutional equilibrium thus established, was, 6f course, a somewhat
temporafy one at best, since institutions are constantly undergoing some
form of modification. 133 It was inevitable then for the province's
institubional duality to chénge gradually over the years under norﬁal

circumstances. The circumstances of Manitoba's first three decades were

131. Benoit, op. cit., Vol. 2, ps 283.
132, The Hor'Wester, Jan. 28, 1860; Macfarlane, op. cite, p. 46.
133. Hertzler, op. cit., p. 51.:
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far from normal, because they witnessed extensive cultural contacts be-
tween two diametrieally different racial groups: the French and English
Canadisns. The institutional changes during those thirty years would
be dominated by the results of that cultural contact. As Hertzler notes:
"Racial or cultural contact greatly accélerates and complicates the pro-
cesses of change continually going on in institutions. 134

The equilibrium of the province's population was quickly des—
troyed by the influx of English—speaking,JProtestant immigrants from
Ontario. 135 The termination of that equilibrium led to demands for
institutional reviéion. Those demands had resulted in the abolition of
the Legislative Council in 1876 on the grounds that Ontario did not
possess such an institution, in the replacemént of the parochial system
of ‘the French Canadians with a general municipal system by 1887 which-
was more to the liking of the Ontarians and in the substitution of re-
presentation by population and’party politics for communal representa-
" tion. All of those changes had been wrought as a result of the trans-
formation of the province's population, and theysall reflect the search
for & new institutional equilibrium %o take the place of that of 1870, 136
That struggle may, in fact, be said to have begun in 1871 when the pro-
vince began enacting municipal legislation, and It continued to grow in
strength as the number of English-speaking Protestants increased tremen-

dously, while that of French-speaking, Catholics declined in comparison.

134. Ibide.

135. Morton, Manitoba, p. 150,

136. Hertizler, op. cit., p. 50. Once again the equilibrium of which I
am speaking is a relative not an absolute quality. See ibid.,
"o culture is in a state of quietude and equilibrium.”
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"When cultures meet there is unavoidably some mixing as well

137 15 1870

as substitution and selection of institutional elements.”
the insular society and culture of the French Canadians in Manitoba came
into contact with the expansionist society and culture of the English
Canadians from Ontariol. and the basic question facing the French Can-
adians was whether or not they would be able to maintain their most
important institutions: their parishes, their language and their sep-
arate schools. The first institution had been greatly weakened by the
émergence of municipalities in the province; the latter two, however,
céontinued to flourish.

Two conditions are necessary if an institution is

to carry on its essential functions. In the first

place, enough people must continue to agree on its

value and purpose to keep on supporting it, and

secondly, it must be able to continue to recruit

functionaries to take over its offices. Any

change in the racial, religious, or ethnic char-

acter of a population, or a change in its sex or

age compog%tion is thus a potential institutional

crisis. L : .
The parishes had languished because of a gradual decline in the number
of potential functionaries: those functionaries were often involved in
teaching and therefore the decline of the parishes meant a decline in
the number of churches and schools. In other words, the weakening of
the parochial structure had as its concomitant the weakening of the
Catholic school system.

As far as the French Canadians were concerned then, the influx

of Ontarians and Britons‘into Manitoba was actually an institutional

137. Ibid., pi 5.
138. Aileen Do ROSS, OE. Ci .y ppo 282-3.
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erisise From 1870 to 1888 they were only slightly threatened. There

had been, as has already been noted, a certain amount of agitation with-
in and without the province against the French language schoolélin the
years 1874-1877, 139 and an actual attempt to abolish the official use

of French was made in 1879. 10 14 4 interesting to note, too, that
both of those events occurred during peak periods of Ontario and Ontario-
British immigration. Neither movement was successful, though and there-
fore they bear testimony to the fact that whatever equilibrium the pro-
vince's population was then in search of, the proposed changes{did not
then form a part of it. 141 They illustrated that at that time the
"emotional attachments, 1ong-eétab1ished values, ingrained habits, group
solidarities, and the inflexibility of institutional structure. . ."142
were toé étrong to allow major revision of the ianguage or school léws
'to take place. 143 Two other factors were also at work here. The first
was the fact that the provinece's population was primarily occupied with
improving its financial situation; in short, the emphasis was almost en-
tirely upon practical problems. 144 Secondly, as the two cultures and
their respective institutions clashed, there was a certain degreec of

145

mutual modification'br compromise. Examples of that process may be

seen in the eventual willingness of many French Canadians to accept the

139. Globe, Nov. 3, 1876; Manitoba Free Press, May 8, 1875.

140, Journals of the Tegislative Assembly, 1879, p. 46.

141. Hertzler, op. cit., p. 52.

142. Ibid.

143. The Act abolishing the official use of French had been the action of

a caucus of English cabinet ministers, and it did not really represent

the public opinion. Cauchon's disallowance of the Act did not cause
a great uproar in the province.

144 Morton, Manitoba, p. 240.

145. Hertzler, op. cit., p. 50.
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abolition of the Upper House, to accept the development of municipalities
and the replacement of communal representation by population in a rela-
tively placid manner, 146 and finally the English Canadiang - for the
most part - were generally willing to support various French-Canadian
ingtitutions.

Next to their parishes with all they meant to their religioms,
cultural and communal life, the French Canadians cherished their schools.
They believed that if their schools disappeared their culture would be
irreparably damaged. 147 1n 1871 the provincial government passed an

tAct to establish a system of education in the

Province.! By the said, Act, the Lieutenant-

Governor in Council was empowered to appoint not

less than ten, nor more than fourteen persons,

to be a Board of Education for the province, of

whom one~half were to be Protestants, and the

other half Catholics; also one superintendent

of Protestant schools and one superintendent of

Gatholic schools, who were joint secretaries of

the board. 148
The Act also provided in section 13 that "the moneys appropriated to
éducation by the Legislature were to be divided equally, one moiety
thereof to the suﬁport of Protéstant schools, the other moiety to the
support of Catholic schools.” 49 Finally, it was also decided that

each of the twenty=four parishes in the province should constitute a

school districte. 150 The legislation bore clear traces of the areals

146. Le Metig, May 15, 1875.

1470 Ibldc, Feb. l, 1877u

148, John S. Ewart, The Manitoba School Quegtion (Toronto. The Copp,
Clark Company Limited, 1898), p. .

1490 Ibldo’ Pe 3.

150. Michener Royal Commigssion, pe. 6. See Also Statutes of Manitoba,
1871, 34 Viet., Ch. 12. ,
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heritage from the Red River Settlement, of section 22 of the Manitoba

Aet 151

and of the school system operating in Quebec. There was not a
great deal of controversy over the terms of this Aet, and the first
important amendment, which occurred in 1872, was mainly designed to
alter the apportionment of the provincial grant. That change was made
necessary by the beginning of the movement of Ontafians into thelpro-

vince and the resultant increase in the number of Protestant school
districts. 152 Obviously under the original terms of the Act, if the
Protestant districts increased while those of the Catholics did not,

then the latter group would receive more money to operate each of its

districts than the former did. Consequently in 1872 it was provided

that the grant would be made on the basis of the aggregate of the average

attendance. 193 That legislation was passed without any criticism by
the Catholics whovrecognized the justice in it and seemed ready to ac-
cept the revision as the logical result of the nature of immigration in
the province.

Further amendment was found to be necessary in 1875 due to the

continued growth of Protestantism in the province. The representation of

the Roman Catholics on the Board of Education was reduced from twelve to

nine members while the Protestant membership remained at twelve. 194

151. See #Appendix B. '

152. Manitoba Gazette, July 12, 1871. At this date the number of Roman
Catholic school districts had dropped from 12 to 10 and that of
the Protestants had increased from 12 to 16. By the end of 1872
the Protestants had formed another five districts. See ibid.,
Dec. 31, 1872.

153. §§g§g§g§_gijﬂggligh§, 1873, 36 Viet., Che 22,

154. Statutes of Manitoba, 1875, 38 Viect., Ch. 27.
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Moreover, the provincial grant was shared "in proportion to the number
of children of schooliage in each group.” 155 The French~Canadian
Catholics‘still found little reason to complain. Indeed, to all intents
and purposes the French Canadians had apparently resigned themselves to
such periodical revisions and learned to accept them as the inevitable
result of their diminishing numbers in comparison to the English-Canadian
Protestants. They had also learned to content themselves with the pre-
servation of their rights to operate their own separate schools and to
pay no taxes for the support of Protestant schools. 156 In effect,
then, it wag the institution itself - the Roman Catholic separate school
- that really mattered to the Catholics rather than the terms of its
existence which they could do 1ittle about because of their minority
position.

Manitoba's first Liéutenant Governor, Adams G. Archibald, had
recognized during %he period following the provihce's~¢reation that only
a spark was needed to set the province ablaze with the fires of racial
hatred. Ninetéeﬁlyears later a "spark was to fall, a spark generated by
the Jesulits Estates Act passed ih 1888 by the Mercier government of

Quebéc." 157 Mercier's appeal to the Pope in that matter had stimulated

155. Michener Royal Commission, p. 6.

156. zgtgteg of Manitoba, 1877, 40 Viet., Ch. 12,

157. Morton, Manitoba, p. 241. The Act "settled the long vexed questlon
of the Canadian lands of the Jesuit Order, which had passed to the
British Crown at the Conquest and to the province of Quebec at
Confederation. The Act wisely directed the greater part of the
monetary compensation voted to the Jesuit Order to the uses of
education, but requested the Pope as head of the Church of Rome
to arbitrate certain claims."
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a violent reaction among certain Pfotestant elements in Ontario, par-
ticularly the Equal Rights Association formed by a young Conservative
named Dalton McCarthy. McCarthy and his followers were worried about
the growing influence of the French vote in federal and provincial pol-
itics, and in an attempt to curb that influence they were attempting to
fofm a stanuchly Protestant, anti-French party. The group had 1ittle
chance of sudcess as far as the Jesults Estates Act was concerned:

they called for the disallowance of the Act, and Macdonald had resorted
to that action so many times in the past that opposition to it was great
indeed.

McCarthy's failure in the Jesuit Estates matter was a partial
success in that it“wakened religious‘and racial feelings throughout the
kland. Realizing that Manitoba was largely made up of Ontarians - many
of whom were Protestant and anti-French, since they‘had been exposed to
either the early anti~French campéign of Brown or the latest one stimu-

lated by McCarthy and the Toronto Eveninngeleg;am 158 _ McCarthy tra-

velled there in an attemptvto build up a strong Protestant, anti~French
wing of the Conservative Party in Western Canada. His first attempt at
molding that wing was in Portage la Prairie on August 5, 1889. There he
mede a speech in which he spoke in favour of the abolition of Frénch
langunage and school rights in Manitoba and the North-West. 159 Joseph
Martin, the Attorney-General of the province, moved a vote of thénks

for McCarthy's speech, and took the opportunity to express his own

158. Toronto Evening Telegram, August 2, 1888,
159. Manitoba Free Pregs, Aug. 7, 1889.
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views on the subject. Martin subsequently attacked the continued use
of the French language in the courts and legislature and the printing
of public documents in French; he also stated that:

Sinee he had attained years at which he had been

able to reason at all, one principle had com-

mended itself to him. It was, he had thought,

firmly established in the British constitution,

that church and state were entirely separate; but

in the separate schools we have the opposite of

that « « « If we abolish this iniquity we must

sey education is to be simply education; and

religion is to be for the family and the church.

On that platform he asked the support of the

rev. gentlemen and his constituents assembled.

He proposed to take that stand in the House and

stand or fall by it . . . 160
At first there was little reaction to those speeches, but then the
Brandon Sun began a campaign in favour of the abolition of separate
schools 161 and soon the province wax in a furor over the question.
The abolition forces were especially strong in the south-western region
where several local papers continually supported the position of McCarthy
and Martin. 162 Such a reaction in that area was not entirely unexpected,
since it was the centre of anti-Catholic feeling in the province. How-
ever, papers in other areas of the province, papers such as the Manitoba
Iree Presgs also raised the anti-French ery in earnest. 163

Martin's proposal to abolish the official use of the French

language and the Catholic schools apparently came as a complete surprise

160, Ibid.
161. Brandon Sun, May 16 May 30, 1889.
162, Chief among those papers were the Deloraine Times, the Marquette
Reporter, and the Melita Enterprise. See for example, the Deloraine
~  Times, March 6, 1890, .
163. Manitoba Free Press, Aug. 6, 1889,
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to Greenway. 164 The Premier was, in fact, furious at his lieuten-
ant's actions. Within a short period’of‘time, though, he found himp
self unable to ignore the forces in favour of abolition in the pro-
vince, the forces residing mainly in his home region. Eventually

the Premier, Martin, and Smart, the ministers from

the region in which the agitation had sprung up,

determined to abolish the dual school system . . .

The ministers, at the prompting of J. B. Somerset,

Superintendent of Protestant schools, were genu—

inely concerned both with economy in administration

of the schools and with an inerease in the school’

grants. But the possibility that they sought gcpepu-

lar issue with which to recover the strength lost in

the controversy over the Northern Pacific contract is

not te be overlooked. 165
There was naturally a negative reaction to the government's announcement
of its intention to abolish the French 1gnguage and school rights. Num-
erous petitions were presented to the govermnment on behalf of the minor-
ity. 166  There was also a considerable amount of opposition to the re- |
solution by the Protestant elergymen who objected to the fact that all
religion would be excluded from the new system. 167 It was largely the
determined opposition of two Protestant leaders - Reve Dr. J. M. King,
Principal of Manitoba College and representative of the Presbyterian

faith, and Bishop Robert Machray of the Anglican Church - which finally

164. Provinciasl Archives of Manitoba, Greenway Papersg, Aug. 6, 1889.

165. Morton, Manitoba, p. 243. Sée Journals of the Legislatxv
Assembly, 1888, 52 Vict., Ppe 5-7. Greenway and Martin were
involved in a rallway scandal in which it was alleged that
Greenway had recelved funds for election purposes.

166I 0d, L g1z &L REE _' 'y 1890 53 VlCt., ppo 13‘19

167. EWart, QE. cato, pp. 161-1970
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caused the government to relent and allow_religious exercises in the
schools, "so the stigme of godlessness was avoided and a possible source
of opposition to the changing of the school system removed.® 168 The
system prqposed for Manitoba, neverthelesé, resembled the American sys-
tem of "National Schools8" more than any Canadian or British model. It
might be said that the system would be more of an expression of frontier
democracy and American influence than the Ontario system, since the lat-
ter possessed a system 6f separate schools. Actually the difference
was probably due to the fact that Manitoba was still basically a fron-
tier community, whereas Ontario by 1860 had lost most of its frontier
and was on the verge of possessing a thriving metropolis.

the final nature of the proposed legislation was also very
revealing abqutrthe attitudes existing amongst the English—Canadian
groups in favour of the new system. It appears asvif there were two
basic‘attitudes‘existing amOng'those Epglish Canadians; one attitude
(the position of Machray and King) favoured the abolition of separate
schools but the retention of basié religious exercises; the second at-
titude (the position of Martin and James Smart, the Minister of Public
Works) beligved_that the schools shduld_be absolutely non-denominational
apd secular. The difference, in fact,ris bgsically that between the
British andAmerican wings of the Grit party. Both groups were also
ggnerally‘affected‘by the argument thatkthe French schools were inef;_
ficient and received more money than thej were entitled to. Those argu;

ments were popularized by Smart, and although they possibly rested on a

168, Morton, Manitoba, p. 246.
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false basis - since many of the Protestant distriets! financial dif-
ficulties were largely the result of an inefficient municipal system 169
;- they did gain a wide degree of acceptance, particularly in the southe
western area which was not only economically distressed 170 put also
the centre of anti-French animosgity. _

) The two wings of the Grit Party also desired to cultivate a
single nationality in the province even though they did not agree on
the exact nature of that nationality. Generally, though, it may be
said that they desired "a uniform British-Canadian culture," 171 A%
any rate, it seems likely that the English-Canadian support for the
apoli‘oion‘_of the dual school system rested upon racial, religious,
nationalistic and economic motives, and that very often there was an
admixture of those motives.

Finally, in 1890 the Greenway government - despite the pro-
mises made‘ ‘by the Attorney—General_ and_ the»P'.rjemie_r before and after the
by-election of 1887 in St. Ff;cancoisf-Xavier, and despite the rights guar-
‘anteed to the French Cahadig;ns in the Manitoba Act and the British North
Americe Act - prqqeedéd_ to pass acts which abolished the offieia.l use of
French and} the dual system of denominational schools in Manitoba. The
first Act stated: | | I

Any statute or law to the contrary not withstanding,

the English language only shall be used in the re—

cords and journals of the House of Assembly for the

Province of Manitoba, and in any pleadings or pro-

cess in or issuing from any court in the Province of

Manitoba. The Acts of the Legislature of the Pro-

vince of Manitoba need 'oxﬁ.g, be printed and published
in the English language. 172

169. Alfred Thomas Phillips, "Déevelopment of Municipal Institutions in
v Manitoba to 1886" (Unpublished M.A. thesis for the University of
' Manitoba, 1948), pp. 63<4. ‘

170. Wright, ops cit., p. 69.

171. Cook, op. cit., p. 182.

172, Statutes of Manitoba, 1890, 53 Viet., Ch. 14.
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There were two educational acts passed. The first one, "An Act Re-
specting the Department of Education," provided for the creation of a
Department of Education, consisting of an Executive Council appointed
by the Lieutenant Governor; 1t also stated that there would be an Ad-
visory Board of seven members which would prescribe the forms of re-
ligious exercises for the schools. 173 The "Act Respecting Public
Schools" stated that:

Religious exercises in the Public Schools
shall be conducted according to the regulations
of the Advisory Board. The time for such reli-
gious exercises shall be just before the closing
hour in the afternoon. In case the parent or
guardian of any pupil notifieés the teacher that
he does not wish such pupil to attend such re-
ligious exercises, then such pupil shall be dis-
missed before such religious exercises take
place . . .

The Public Schools shall be entirely non-
sectarian and no religious exércises shall be
allowed therein except as above provided. In
cases where before the coming into force of this
Act, Catholic school distiiets have been estab-
lished'. . ., such Catholic school distriets
shall . . . cease to exist, and all the assets
of such Catholic school districts shall belong
to, and all the liabilities thereof be paid by
the public school distriet. " All arrears of
taxes levied under the authority of any such
Catholie school board shall be . . . handed over
to the municipal council to be collected on the
behalf of the public school board. 174

The Frengh Ganadians were naturally violently opposed to these in-
novations, since théy swept away two of their most cherished institu-

tions. Almost at once the French Canddians in Manitoba began to seek

173, Ibid., 1890, 53 Vi¢t., Ch. 37.
174. Ibid., 1890, 53 Viet., Ch. 38,
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redress for what they regarded as a completely unjust act. It was im-
possible for the French Canadians to compromise in this matter. In the
past they had always accepted reasonable institutional revision, but the
abolition of their institutions and their replacement by institutions
which they regarded as anathema was more than they could tolerate. That
was especially so in regard to the school system; “French Canadians al-
nost without exception have always believed that (a)»schools should be
denominational, (b) the school is above all an extension of the family,
and (c¢) the school must be kept free of politics and must not be subject
fo the absolute control of the state.“‘l75 The influence of the state
in the schools was unacceptable to thé Catholics; worse yet was the

fact that they felt the schools were really denominational, that tbey
were contimuations of the Protestant system existing prior to_1890.‘176
All of those feelings led to their attempts in the legal and political
fields to have the legislation of 1890 ruled ultra vires of the Manitoba
government or to have it disallowed. 177 411 of their attempts ended in
failure. Their last hope was destroyed when the Conservative government
of Sir Charles Tupper,JE;ﬁ vowed to enforce remedial legislation in Man-
itoba, was defeated in the election of 1896 by Wilfrid Laurier and the

Liberals. 178

175. Gharles Bilodeau, "Education in Quebéc", University of Toronto

~ Quarterly, XXVII, 3 (April, 1958), p. 404. ’

176. Clark, ed., OD. 01t., pe 67.

177. For a view of all of the legal'and”polltlcal‘maneouvres'of the
French-Canadian minority, as well as a summary of the attitudes
throughout Canada on the School Questlon, seé Glark, The Manltoba
School, Question, or Ewart, The ba, S cho

178. Oscar Douglas Skelton, > an ‘ i ilfri o1,
Vol. I., (London, Oxford University Press, 1921), PP 471—85.
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v Laurier had promised that if he and his party formed the next X
government, they would remedy the Manitoba School Question through dip -~
lomacy rather than force. In 1897 Laurier and Greenway were able to
agree to a compromise on the matter, and new provineial legislation
was passed in the same year which stated that:

In any school in towns and cities, where the
average attendance of Roman Catholic children is
forty or upwards, and in villages and rural dis-
triets where the average attendance of such chil-
dren is twenty-five or upwards, the trustees shall,
if reguired by a petition of parents or guardians
of such number of Roman Catholic children, re-
spectively, employ at least one duly certificated
Roman Catholic teacher in such school . . »

When ten of the pupils in any school speak
the French language, or any other language other
than English, as their native language, the
teaching of such pupils shall be conducted in
French, or such other language, and English
upon the bi-lingual system. 175 ‘
This compromise was somewhat reluctantly accepted by the Catholics of
Manitoba and Quebec. "Only intervention by the papacy prevailed on the
Catholi.c hierarchy of Quebec to desist from open opposition. The Green-
way government found no dii‘ficulty in having the religious clauses ac-
cepted on the grounds that no privilege had been granted to a religious
sect or a section of the population . . ." 180
- Sueh, in brief, were the principal events of the Manitoba Schools
Question. It is still necessary to analyze the nature of the institutional

change in terms of the over-all transformative process which took place

179. Statutes of Manitoba, 1897, 60 Viet., Ch. 27. See also Provincial
: " Archives of Manitoba, Gréenway Papers, 9487.
180. Morton, Manitoba, p. 271
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in Manitoba during the period 1870-1890,_.Eorseveral years the schools
and language question had mot troubled provincial politics, and then
quite suddenly it loomed into prominence. The reagons for the period
of relative quietude seem to lie in the disorganized natu:e of Manit—
oban institutions, the built-in resistances to change in the institu-
tions themselves, the concentration‘upon_practical problems during
ﬁhe(period and the mutual modifications by the French and.English
groups of each other's insitutions. By 1889 the resistances to change
were still present thcugh in a somewhat mited form, since the old set~
tlers had been deprived of several of their native institutions in-
cluding the communal representétion_system whiqh had previously guaran-
teed them an important role in the province's political affairs. The
Qeglinevof the old settlers political power; however, is not suffici-
ent‘reasqn for the abolition rather than the revision of the separate
school system. . |
) ~ The Protestant sehools had established a trend towards secu-
larism in the province, 181 ~and that 1nst1tutlonal trend no doubt had
increased over the years, creating among many groups the desire for‘

gtricthy secular’schools. Certainly the Free Press had advocated such

sqhools for over a decade, but ﬁhe differénce now was that as the
Englishrspeaking, Protestant population had increased so too had its
financial difficulties in the educational field. Consequently the argu-

ment, misguided though it may have been, that Catholic schools and the

181. Morton, Manitoba, p. 187.
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separate school system were causing the financial difficulties developed
in rural_Manitoba. Sedularism,_therefore, appealed to some on emotional
grounds and to others on practical or economic grounds. -

‘The racial and religious bitterness which federal politicians
were explpiting in such matters_as_the_hanging of Louds Riel and the
Jesuit Estates Act in the late 1880's was another dominant factor in
ﬁhis_regard. When Dalton.McGarthy ﬁrought that unfortunatekt:end into
the province with him and exploited the anti-French feelings of the Ont~
arigns‘in>south-western.manitoba, he @estroyed the mood of mutual modi-
fiqatipnland cqmpromise‘which had existed in the past. Under such cir-
gumstangeglit‘was impossible fgr ‘the Manitoba>8¢hool Qqestion to be re-
sclved peacefully or in a comprqmising manner;'racial and religious N
hatred made the French and;English Canadians recognize once more their
ﬁsocial differeﬁée and distance. . ."‘132 Such & recognition resulted
in‘a t:emen@ogs acceleration of the érocess of change and caused the
English Canadians to demand total change or abolitiém of the old sys-
_tem rather than mere revision or compromise which they had agreed to
in the past. |

Perhaps the most telling factors of all, though, were the
simple facts of the absolute numerical domination of French Canadians
by English Canadians, consisting principally of Ontarians who were dis-
tinctly hostiie towards French~Canadian privileges because of their

tutelage under people such as Brown or McCarthy. "The chief Problem of

182.‘ Hertzler, op. cit., pe 51.
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a declining population is to maintain an efficiently functioning in-
stitutional systgm.“ 183.‘In the first thirty years of Manitoba's hige
tory the French and English Canadians alike faced that problemf They
were inyqlved insa cultural clash from’which they hoped to salvage their
gpstvp:ecipus institutions. For'both groups their'schools and their
?eligiéng were an‘iptegral paft of ﬁheir existence, and neither one
gi them would_cpmpromise on'those_mattersAwith the other, if compromise
meant adopting the other's system. 134 Religious and educational in-
stitutions, along with tﬁe family, are after all respomsible for "main-
taining and passing down the core or each dultural heritage. . ."1185
and consequentlybcompromise was impossible. The position of the French
Canadians, however, was a;l the more precarious because of théir dom~-
inance by a group which opposed their rights. |
The transformation of the provinée's population made it ap-
pear as if the French Ganadians possessed "téo few people to support
even the basié institutions."” 186 ps a reéult, all of the arguments
against the maintenance of a dual system of separate schools became
valid to some extent in the minds of the English Canadians, especially
among those who were antiﬁFrench: if there weré so few French Cana-
dians, why did they deservé a separate system? How could their sehools
pe_apythinghbgt_inefficient and ccstly?.and finally why should they be

allowed to prevent the formation of a single British-Canadian nationality?

183. Ross; ops Cite, Do 2%
184. Ibid.’ '

185. Ibid.,

186. Ibid.
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The English Canadians seldam bothered to try and prove such charges,
because they felt the evidence of numbers Was proof enough. Like the
other major transformations which ‘occurred in Manitoba during these
years, while the transformation of Manitoba's educational institutions
"was precipitated suddenly; the factors which underlay the change were
long standing, and nearly all arose out of the changing character of
the population which in turn was a result of immigration, mostly fram
Ontarj.o."ls.7 The significance of the Ontario immigration, however,
was that that which had occurred in the 1870's had been schooled in
the anti-French sentiment of Brown and the Grits, while that of the

1880's was inevitably influenced by the revival of that sentiment by

Ontario papers such as the Toronto Telegram and politicians such as

McCarthy, Finally, in the late 1880's McCarthy was able to play upon
that anti-French feeling, to incite the ‘Proteétant, English-speaking
majority to sweep away the language and educational rights of the
French-Canadian minority. Those two factors —'majority of numbers and
distinct anti-French attitudes - conbined to deprive the French Canadi~

ans in Manitoba of basic rights which they had been guaranteed in 1870,

187, Macfarlane, op. cit., p. 52.



CONCLUSION

v;n 1870~Maniﬁoba was legally'created by the Manitoba Act
in the image of Quebec. The decision to model the province's con-
stitution and institutional structure upon that of the latter pro-
vince stemmed‘from a recognition on the part of the French element
in_the Red River region thatAEnglish—GapadianVimmigration in the
future might upset the equilibrium of Frenph and English nnmbers in
the area anq_threatennpolitico—cultural rights which they now posses-
sed. Gonseguently_they»requested that Manitobafs constitution should
qqntginlglauses 1egalizing_th¢lbilingual and biéultural character which
ﬁhe‘proyince_was inheriting from the de River Settlement. Their re-
quests were granted; the constitution provided both the French and
English languages with legal status, andrit also provided for the
gxigtenpe of Gatho;ic and Prptestant denpminatipnal»schqols in the
»Province7 Manitoba, began its existence as a bilingual and bicultural
province. ) _ ‘

Immigration in the 1870'3 and71880's resulted in a cultural
Qlash‘betwéen‘French‘and Egglish aanadianskiﬁ‘the province. That clash
naturally entailed some dégree ofﬂinstitutiohal revision, and’generally
the French Canadiang - who had rapidly become a minority groupfin the
province - were forced to compromise on institutional matters with the
English-speaking, Protestant newcomers,‘primarily from Ontafiq. That

fact was clearly in evidence as they acquiesced in the abolition of the
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Upper House, originally intended to protect their rights, in the sub-
stitution of o municipa) form of governent for their o parochisl
sﬁrugture and finally in)the :eplacemsnt_ofvtheir gommunal system of
politics at the provincial level by party politics. ,All of those
changes were basically secular in nature, although the victory of the
mgnigipalities over parishes seriously weakened ‘the spiritual fabric
of French-Canadian life. In 1889, however, the abolition of the of-
fieial use of the French language and of the dual system of separate,
denominational schools werg_preposed,” Tﬁe French Canadiaps struggled
desperately against the proposals, sincé théy would deprive them of
two”institutiéns which were among theif mogt cherished or sacred be-
cause of their service in maintaining and passing down the core of their
cultural heritage. 1 1n short, the_English'Ganadians were asking the
E?gpqh Qanadians to comprqmise in two areas in which they found it.imr
?ogsible to do so. Fu:thermore,ralluof_the other_institutional revis-
ions had been primarily based upon economic reasons: "better terms®
and “provincial righrs® had been the fundamental‘causeé for the aboli-
ﬁion‘9£ the second chamber, for the_munigipalization_of the province,
and for the creation of provincial political parties, but in the educa-
tional field the‘French Canadians’were unwilling to believe the charges
quthe EpglishﬂCaﬁadians that their Gathglicvschools were inefficient
and overly expehsivef The French Caﬁadignswfelt>tbat the actual reasons

for the proposed abolition were racial and religious in character, and

1. Ross, op. cit., p. 29%.
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indeed the prpnoungemepts o?lMartin,FMchrthyﬂand countless others would
seen to support their feelihgs to a great extent.

The decisive factor in the Sphool Question as_invthe earlier
instances of iﬁstitutional revision was the numerical dominance of the
Englisp Canadisns. 2 There“wastsimply'no way in which the»French
Canadians could stop the passage of the acts for_abolition. Further-
more, later events revealed that neither the qourts nor the federal gov-
ernmenﬁ‘ubuld remedy their situation. It is questionable, of course,
whether the English-Canadian majority needed to go as far ag it did in
the_matterg of the French language and school rights, but then it must
be remembered thgt the issue was being decided in a climate in which
the feelings of racialism, nationalism and imperialism were running
;gmpant. ‘Such a situation unavoidably confused the process of insti-
tutional revision. At any rate, while the English-canadian reasons for
therabqlition of those rights vere racial, religious, economic and na-
tionalistic, all of those reasons were.related to bne basic fact: it
simply appeared to them that there were not enough French Canadians in
Manitoba to support, ppergte or necessitate the continned existence of
their language or of provineial aid to their schools.

» The abq}itionrofuthe gfficial use of the French language and
phg_diseontihuapCe of pfovingial aid tq_Cgtholig schools in.Manitoba _
were»twp“se;iqug blows to‘the”Frenchgcapédian_culture_in the»province,

since they struck at the statué of two of their most sacred institutions.

2o There is alsol of course, the large question concerning the legality
or illegality of ‘the province's legislation. That question, however,
is beyond the scope of this paper. :
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Manitoba's constitution meanwhile had been rewritten. Its bilingual
and bicultural clauses had, to all'intents.and_purppsgs, been written
oqt;_the‘English lqnguagevand Anglo-Saxon culture_p:evailed in the
courts and the schools, and Mani toba would henceforth be a unilingual
and unicultural province in the image of Ontario. Perhaps, in fact,
it might be said that Eanitoba wag actually becoming a province in the
image of the United States, since the new educational legislation had
dep;ived i1t even of the separate schools which existed in Ontario and
given it a National School systen on Am¢ricanmlines.

The institﬁtional.transformation of Manitoba was largely a
resultvqf the‘tremendous physical expansion of Ontarians into the
province. Ontario's expansion had been stimlated by Brown and the
Clear Grits and maintained by the natural economic desires of the
Ontario farming community, and Quebec - because of the exclusive and
isolationist nature of her nationalism - was largely unwilling and
unable to match Qntario's»effortsrin that regard. When the Ontarians
transformed Manitoba's population, institutional revision became inevit-
able., During the early period of Manitoba's history;‘revisiqn took
place iﬁ a relatively harmonious, dompromiSing manner, However, the
revival of racial and religious bitterness in federal polities in the
1880's increased the anti-French feelings which Brown, the Grits, and
the Grange Lodge had cultivated among Ontarians in Manitoba, and con-
sequently the course of institutional revision took an unfortunate turn
for French Canadians in the province as it became embroiled in racial

and religious controversy. %he‘mood of compromise was shattered, and




abolition rather ﬁhap revisibn‘became the order of the day as the French
Canadians were deprived of language and school rights which they had

. possessed ever since 1870. The French Canadians were unable to main-
;‘tainrthose rights in the face of an aroused and hostile English—canadian
majority. Moreover, their failure had important effects upon the nature
of Canadian federalism as a whoie. The French Canadians throughout the
 Dominion had observed closely the events of 1890-1896 in Manitoba, and
the lesson of ;896‘was - ag far as the& were concerned - strikingly
clear: the French-Canadian minority outside of Quebec was simply‘unp
able to preserve its politico-cultural institutions because of thé
majoritgrian nature of Canadian democracy. It appeared then as if

‘the French-Canadian nationalists in Quebec had beenzcorrect: the
FrenchFCanadian culture could only be sure of its rights by isolating
itself behind the protective provineial boundaries of Quebec. Of course,
Aitlmust also be remembered that it was originally such thinking which had
partly caused the English-Canadian ﬁransformation‘of Manitoba's popula~
tion and her French-canadian politico-cultural institutipnérbﬁ helping
to prevent the emigration of French Canadians to Manitoba, the emigra-
tion which had been needed toioffset the flood of English-speaking,

~ Protestant Ontarians into the province.
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APPENDIX A

I. The First "LIST CF RIGHTS." T

1. That the people have the right to elect their own Legislature.

2. That the Legislature have the power to pass all laws local to
the Territory over the veto of the Executive by a two~thirds vote.

3, That no act of the Dominion Parliament (local to the Territory)
be binding on the people until sanctioned by the Leglslature of the
Territory.

4e That all Sheriffs, Magistrates, Constables, School Gomm1331oners
ete., be. elected by the people.

5. A free Homestead and pre-emption Land law.

6. That a portion of the public lands be appropriated to the bene-
f£it of Schools the building of Bridges, - Roads and Public Buildings.

7. That it be guaranteed to conmnect Winnipeg by rail with the
nearest line of Railread within a term of five years; the land grant to
be subject to the Local Legislature.

- 8. That for the terh of four years all Military, Civil and Municipal
expenses. be paid out of the Dominion funds.

9. That the Military be composed of the inhabitants now existing
in the Territory.

10. That the English and French languages be ecommon in the Legis-
lature and Courts and that all Public Documents and Acts of the Legls-
lature be published in both languages. .

11l. That the Judge of the Supreme Court speak the English and French
languages. .

12, That Treaties be concluded and ratified between the Dominion
Government and the several tribes of Indians in the Territory to ensure
peace on the frontier.

13. That we have a fair and full representation in the Canadian
Parliament.

14. That all privileges, customs and usages existing at the time of
the transfer be respected. _

1. Begg, Journal, pp. 209-10,
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IT. The Second "LIST OF RIGHTS." T

le That in view of the present exceptional position of the North-
West, duties upon goods imported into the country, shall continue as at
present (except in the case of spirituous liquorss for three years, and
for such further time as may elapse until there bé uninterrupted railroad
communication between Red River Settlement and St. Paul, and also steam
.communication between Red River Settlement and Lake Superior.

2. As long as this coﬁntry remains a Territory in the Dominion of
Canada, there shall be no direct taxation except such as may be imposed
by the Local Legislatures for Municiapl or other Loeal purposes.

3. During the time this country remains a Territory in the Dominion
- of Canada, all military, civil, and other public expenses in connection
with the general government of the eountry, - or that have hitherto been
borne by the public funds of the Settlement, beyond the receipt of the
above mentioned duties, shall be met by the Dominion of Canada.

4« That while the burden of public expense in this country is borne
by Canada, the country be governed under a Lieutenant-Governor from
Canada, &nd a Legislature, three members of whom being heads of depart-
ments of the Government, shall be nominated by the Governor General of
Canada.

5. That after the expiration of this exceptional period, the country
shall be governed, as regards its local affairs, as the Provinces of
Ontario and Quebec are now governed, by Legislature elected by the
people, and a Ministry responsible to it, under a Lieutenant~Governor
appointed by the Governor General of Canada.-

6. That there shall be no interferrence by the Dominion Parliament
~1n the Local affairs of this Territory other than is allowed in any of
the Provinces in the Confederation; and that this Territory shall have
and enjoy in all respects, the same privileges, advantages and aids in
meeting the public expenses of this Territory as the Confederated pro-
vinces have and enjoy. :

7. That while the North-West remains a Territory, the Legislature
have a right to pass all laws local to the Territory, over the veto of
the Lieutenant-Governor, by a two-third vote.

8. A Homestead and Pre-emption Law.
9. That while the Nodth-West remains a Territory, the sum of

$25,000 (Twenty-five thousand dollars) a year be appropriated for
schools, roads and bridges.

1.  Alexander Begg, The Creation of Manitobas (Toreonto, 1871), pp. 25559,
and The New Nation, February / and 11, 1870,
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10, That all public buildings be at the cost of the Dominion Treasury.

11. That there shall be guaranteed uninterrupted steam communication
to Lake Superior within five years, and also the establishment by rail
of a connection with the American railway as soon as it reaches the
International Line.

12, That the English and French language be common in the Legisla-
ture and Courts, and that all public documents and Acts of the Legisla-
ture be published in both languages. S

13,  That the Judge of the Supreme Court speak the French and English
language. .

4. That treaties be concluded between the Dominion and the several.
Indian tribes of the country, as soon as possible, '

15. That until the population of the country entitles us to more,
we have four representatives in the Canadian Parliament - one in the
Senate and three in the Legislative Assembly.

16. That all properties, rights and privileges, as thitherto enjoyed
by us, be respected and the recognition and arrangement of local customs,
usages and privileges, be made under the contrel of the Local Legislature.

17. That the Local Legislature of this Territory have full control
of all the public land inside a circumference, having Upper Fort Garry
as the centre, and that the radii of this eircumference, be the number
of miles that the American line is distant from Fort Garry.

18. That every man in this country (except uncivilized and unsettled
Indians) who has attained the age of twenty-one years, and every British
subject, a stranger to this Territory, who has resided three years in the
country, and is a householder, shall have a right to vote at the election
of a member to serve in the Legislature of the country and in the Dominion
Parliament; and every foreign subject, other than a British subject, who
has resided the same length of time in the country, and is a householder,
shall have the same right to vote, on condition of his teking the oath
of allegiance - it being understood that this article be subject to amend-
ment exclusively by the Local Legislature.

19. That the North-West Territory shall never be held liable for any
portion of the £300,000 paid to the Hudson Bay Company,  or for any portion
of the public debt of Canada, as it stands at the time of our entering the
Confederation; and if, thereafter we be called upon to assume our share of
the said public debt, we consent only on condition that we first be allowed
the amount for which we shall be held liable. '

"By order. ‘
(Signed) "W. Coldwell,
"Lu, Schmidt.

"Secretaries to the Convention."

Donald Smith..

Ottawa, 12th April 1870,
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III. The Third "LIST OF RIGHTS." 1

l. That the territories heretofore known as Rupert's Land and
North-West shall not enter into the Confederation, except as a province,
to be sytled and known as the Province of Assiniboia, and with all the
rights and privileges common to the different Provinces of the Dominion.

2. That we have two representatives‘in the Senate, and four in the
House of Commons of Canada, until such time as an increase of population
entitled the province to a greater representation.

3. That the Province of Assiniboia shall not be held liable at any
time, for any portion of the public debt of the Dominion contracted be-
fore the date the said province shall have entered the Confederation,
unless the said province shall have first received from the Dominion the
full amount for which the said province is to be held liable.

4e That the sum of $80,000 be paid annually by the Dominion Govern-
ment to the Legislature of the province. : : .

5. That all properties, rights and privileges enjoyed by the people
of this province up to the date of our entering into the Confederation
be respected, and that the arrangement and confirmstion of all custons,
usages and privileges be left exclusively to the Local Legislature.

" 6. That &uring the term of five years the Province of Agsiniboia
shall not be subject to any direct texation, except such as might be -
imposed by the Local Legislature for municiapl or local purposes.

- 7. That a sum equal to eighty cents per head of the population of
this province be paid annually by the Canadian Government to the Local
Legislature of the said province, until such time as the said population
shall have increased to 600,000,

8. That the Local Legislature shall have the fight to determine the
qualifications of members to represent this province in the Parliament
of Canada, and in the Local Legislature.

9. That in this province, with the exception of uncivilized and
unsettled Indians, every male native eitizen who has attained the age
of twenty-one years; and every foreigner being a British subject, who
has attained the same, and who has resided three years in the Province,
and is a householder; and every foreigner, other than a British subject,
who has resided here during the same period, being a householder, and
having taken the oath of allegiance shall be entitled to vote at the

l. Begg, Journal, pp. 515-19, and Ewart, The Mani toba School Quegtion,
PPe 346"'67 .
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election of members for the Local Legislature and for the Canadian Par-
liement. It being understood that this article be subject to amendment
exclusively by the Loeal Legislature.

10, That the bargain of the Hudsen's Bay Company in respect to the
transfer of the govermment of this country to the Dominion of Canada be
annulled so far as it interferes with the people of Assiniboia, and so
far as it would affect our future relations with Canada.

1l. That the Local Legislature of the Province of Assiniboia shall
have full control over all the public lands of the province, and the
right to annul all acts or arrangements made or entered into with re—
ference to the public lands of Rupert's Land and the North-West, now
called the Province of Assiniboia. '

12, That the Govermnment of Canada appoint a commission of en-
gineers to explore the various distriects of the Province of Assini-
boia, and to lay before the Local Legislature a report of the mineral
wealth of the province within five years from the date of entering into
confederation.

13. That treaties be concluded between Canada and the different
Indian tribes of the Province of Assiniboia, by and with the advice
and cooperation of the Iocal Legislature of this province.

1l4e That an unintefrupted steam communication from Lake Superior
to Fort Garry be guaranteed to be completed within the space of five
years.

15. That all public buildings, bridges, roads, and other publie
works, be.at the cost of the‘Dominion Treasury.

16. That the English and French 1énguages be common in the Legis—
lature, and in the courts, and -that all public documents, as well as
2ll Acts of the Legislature, be published in both languages.

. 17. That whereas the French and English-speaking people of Assiniboia
are so equally divided in numbers, yet so united in their interests, and
so connected by commerce, fgmily connections, and other political and
social relations, that it has happily been found impossible to bring
them into hostile collision, although repeated attempts have been made
by designing strangers, for reasons known to themselves, to bring about
so ruinous and disastrous an event.

And whereas, after all the trouble and apparent dissensions of the
past, the result of misunderstanding among themselves, they have, ag soon
as the evil agencies referred to above were removed, become as united and
friendly as ever; therefore, as a means to strengthen this union and
friendly feeling among all classes, we deem it expedient and advisable;




184

That the Lieutenant-Governor, who may be appointed for thelProvince
of Assiniboia, should be familiar with both the English and French
languages.

18, That the Judge of the Superior Court speak the English and
French langusges.

19. That all debts contracted by the Provisional Govermment of the
Territory of the North-West, now ealled Assiniboia, in consequence of
the illegal and inconsiderate measures adopted by Canadian officials to
bring about a civil war in our midst, bg paid out of the Dominion Trea~
sury, and that none of the members of the Provisional Government, or
any of those acting under them, be in any way held liable, or responsible,
with regard to the movement, or any of the actions which led to the pre-
sent negotiations.

20. That in view of the present exceptional position of Assiniboia,
duties upon goods imported into the province shall, except in the case
of spirituous liquors, continue as at present for at least three years
from the date of our entering the confederation, and for such further
time as may elapse until there be uninterrupted railroad communication
between Winnipeg and St. Paul, and also steam communication between
Winnipeg and Lake Superior. :
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TV. The Fourth "LIST OF “RIGHTS." 1

1. That the territory of the Nerth-West enter into Confederation of
the Dominion of Canada as a province, with all the privileges common with
all the different Provinces in the Dominion. That this province be
governed: ’ .
(1) By a Lieutenant-Governor, appointed by the Governor-

General of Canada.

(2) By a Senate.

(3) By a Legislature chosen by the people with a responsible
: Ministry.

2. That, until such time as the increase of population in this
country entitles us to a greater number, we have two representatives
in the Senate, and four in the House of Commons of Canada.

3. That in entering the Gonfederation, the Province of the North-
West be completely free from the public debt of Canada; and if called
upon to assume a part of the said debt of Canada, that it be enly after
having received from Canada the same amount for which the said Province
of the North-West should be held responsible.

4o That the annual sum of $80,000 be allotted by the Dominion of
Canada to the Legislature of the Provinces of the North-West.

5. That all properties, rights and privileges enjoyed by us up to
this day be respected, and that the recognition and settlement of cus—
toms, usages and privileges be left exclusively to the decision of the
Loeal Legislature. ~

6. That this country be submitted to no direct taxation except such
as may be imposed by the Local Legislature for municipal or other local

purp03350 .

7o That the schools be separate and that the public money for schools
be distributed among the different religious denominations in proportion
to their respective population according to the system of the Province of
Quebec.

8. That the determination of the qualifications of members for the
Parliement of the Provinces, or for the Parliament of Canada be left %o
khe Local Legislature.

1. Ewart, gp._eit., pp. 364-67.
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9. That in this province, with the exception of the Indians who
are neither civilized, nor settled, every man having attained the age
of twenty-one years, and every foreigner being a British subjeet, after
having resided three years in this country, and being possessed of a
house, be entitled to vote at the elections for the members of the
Local Legislature, and of the Canadian Parliament, and that every for-
eigner other than a British subject, having resided here during the
same period, and being proprietor of a house, be likewise entitled to
vote on condition of taking the oath of allegiance.

10. That the bargain of the Hudson's Bay Company with respect to
the transfer of government of this country to the Dominion of Canada,
never hagte in any case an effect prejudicial to the rights of the
North-West. ’ ‘

'11. That the Local Legislature of this province have full con-
trol over all the lands of the North~West.

12, That a commission of engineers, appointed by Canada, explore
the various districts of the North-West, and lay before the Local
Legislature, within the space of five years, a report of the minerals
of the country. '

13. That treaties be concluded between Canada and the different
Indian tribes of the North-West, at the request and with the co~operation
of the Local Legislature. .

14. That an uninterrupted steam communication from Lake Superior
to Fort Garry be guaranteed to be completed within the space of five
years, as well as the construction of a railroad connecting the Ameri-
can railway, as soon as the latter reaches the international boundary.

15. That all public buildings and constructions be at the cost of
the Canadian exchequer.

16. That both the English and French languages be common in the
Legislature, and in the courts; and that all public documents, as well
as the Acts of the Legislature, be published in both languages.

17. That the Lieutenant~Governor to be appointed for the Province
of the North-West be familiar_with both the English and Franch languages.

18, That the Judge of the Supreme Court speak the English and
French languages.

19. That the debts contracted by the Provisional Government of the
Territory of the North-West, now called Assiniboia, in consequence of
the illegal and inconsiderate measures adopted by Canadian offieials to
bring about a civil war in our midst, be paid out of the Dominion
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Treasury, and that none of the members of the Provisional Government or
any of those acting under them, be in any wey held liable, or responsible,
with regard to the movement, or any of the actions which led to the pre-
sent negotiations. '

20, That in view of the present exeeptional position of Assini-
boia, duties upon goods imported into the province shall, except in
the case of spirituous liquors, continue as at present for at least
three years form the date of our entering the confederation, and fér
such further time as may elapse until there be uninterrupted railroad
communication between Winnipeg and St. Paul, and also steam communica-
tion between Winnipeg and Lake Superior.
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APPERDIX B
IHE MANITOBA ACT

(33 Vietoriae, c. 3.)

An Act to amend and contimume the Act 32 and 33 Vi¢toria, chapter 3;
afid to establish and provide for the Govermment of Manitoba.

(Assented to May 12th, 1870.)

Whereas it is probably that Her Majesty, The Queen may, pursuant
to the British North America Act, 1867, be pleased to admit Rupert's
Land and the North-Western Territory into the Union or Dominion of .
Canada, before the next Session of the Parliament of Canada:

And whereas it is/eipedient to prepare for the transfer of the
said Territories to the Government of Canada at the time appointed
by the Queen for such admission:

And whereas it is expedient also to provide for the organization
of part of the said Territories as a province, and for ‘the establish-
ment of a Government therefor, and to make provision for the Civil
Government of the remaining part of the said Territories, not included
within the limits of the Province:

Therefore HercMajesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate and the House of Commons of Canada, enacts as follows:

l. On, from and after the day upon which the Queen, by and with
the advice and consent of Her Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Council, -
under the authority of the 146th Section of the British North America
- Bet, 1867, shall by Order in Council in that behalf, admit Rupertts
Land and the North-Western Territories into the Union or Dominion.of
Canada, there shall be formed out of the same a province, which shall
be one of the Provinces of the Dominion of Canada, and which shall be
called the Province of Manitoba, and be bounded as follows: +that is
to say, commencing at the point where the meridian of ninety-six degrees
west longitude from Greenwich intersects the parallel of forty-nine de-
grees north latitude, - thence due west along the said parallel of
forty-nine degrees north latitude (which forms a portion of the boun-
dary line between the United States of America and the said North-
Western Territory) to the meridian of ninety-nine degrees of west
longitude, - thence due north along the said meridian of ninety-nine
degrees west longitude to the intersection of the same with the parallel
of fifty degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, - thence due east
along the said parallel of fifty degrees and thirty minutes north lati~
tude to its intersection with the before-mentioned meridian of ninety-
8ix degrees west longitude, - thence due south along the said meridian
of ninety-six degreex west longitude to thé place of beginning.
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2. On, from and after the said day on which the order of the Queen
#h Council shall take effect as aforesaid, the provisions of the British
North America Act, 1867, shall, except those parts thereof which are in
terms made, or, by reasonable intendment may be held to be specially
applicable to or only to affect one or more, but not the whole of the
Provinces now composing the Dominion, and except so far as the same
may be varied by this Aet, be applicable to the Province of Manitoba,
in the same way, and to the like extent as they apply to the several
Provinces of Canada, and as if the Province of Manitoba had been one
of the provinces originally united by the said act.

3. The said Province shall be represented in the Senate of Canada
by two Members, until it shall have, according to decennial census, a
population of fifty thousand souls, and from thenceforth it shall be
represented therein by three Members, until it shall have, according
to decennial census, a population of seventy-five thousand souls, and
from thenceforth it shall be represented therein by four Members.

4o The said Province shall be represented,innthe first instance,
in the House of Commons in Canada, by four Members and for that purpose
shall be divided by proclamation of the Governor General, into four
Electoral Districts sach of which shall be represented by one Member:
Provided that on the completion of the census in the year 1881, and of
each decennial census afterwards the representation of the said Province
ghall be readjusted according to the provisions of the flftyhflrst sec-
tion of the British North America Act, 1867.

5. Until the Parliament of Canada otherwise provides, the qualifi-
cations of voters at Elections of Mewbers of the House of Commons shall
be the same gs for the Legislative Assembly hereinafter mehtioned: And
no person shall be qualified to be elected, or to sit and vote as a
Member for an Electoral District, unless he is a duly qualified voter
within the said Province.

6. For the said Province there shall be an Officer styled the
Lieutenant Governor, appointed by the Governor Genersl in Council by
instrument under the Great Seal of Canada.

7. The Executive Council of the Province shall be composed of
such persons, and under such designations, as the Lieutenant Governor
shall, from time to time think fit: and, in the first instance, of
not more than five persons.

8. Unless and until the Executive Govermment of the Province
otherwise directs, the seat of Government of the same shall be at
Fort Garry, or within one mile thereof.

9. There shall be a Legislature for the Province, cohsisting of
the Lieutenant Governor, and of two Houses, styled respectively, the
Legislative Gouncil of Manitoba, and the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.
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10, The Legislative Council shall, in the first instance, be
composed of seven Members, and after the expiration of four years
from the time of the first appointment of such seven Members, may be -
increéeased to not more than Twelve Members. &Every member of the Legis-
lative Council shall be appointed by the Lisutenant-Governor in the
Queen's name, by Instrument under the Great Seal of Manitoba, and shall
hold office for the term of his life, unless and until the Legislature
of Manitoba otherwise provides under the British North America Act, 1867.

"11. The Lieutenani~Governor may, from time to time, by Instrument
under the Great Seal, appoint a member of the Legislative Council to
be Speaker thereof, and may remove him and appoint another in his stead.

12. Until the Legislature of the Province otherwise provides, the
presence of a majority of the whole number of the Legislative Council,
including the Speaker shall be necessary to constitute a meeting for
the exercise of its powers.

13. Questions arising in the lLegislative Council shall be decided
by a majority of'v01ces, and the Speaker shall in all eases have a vote
and when the voices are equal the decisions shall be deemed to be in the
negatlve.

1l4e The Legislative Assembly shall be cowmposed of twantyhfour
members to be elected to represent the Electoral Divisions into which
the said Province may be divided by the Lientenant-Governor as here-
inafter mentioned. '

15. The presence of a majority of the Members of the Iegislative
Assembly shall be necessary to constitute a pgeeting of the House for '
the exercise of its powers; and for that purpose the Speaker shall be
recognlzed as a Member.

16. The Liewtenant-Governor shall (within six months of the date
“of the Order of Her Majesty in Council admitting Rupert's Land and the
NortheWestern Territory into the Union, by Proclamation under the Great
Seal, divide the sald Province into twenty-four Electoral Divisions,
due regard being had to existing Local Divisions and population.

17, Every male person shall be entitled to vote for a Mbmber, to
serve in the Legislative Assembly for any E&eet@ral Division, who is
qualified as folloW1ng, that is if he 1s: - :

(1) Of the full age of twenty-one years, and not subject
to any legal 1ncapac1ty.~

(2) A‘subject of Her Majesty by birth or naturalization:

(3) And a bona fide householder within the Electoral Divie
sion, at the date of the Writ of Election for the same,
and has been a bona fide householder for one year next
before the said date; or,
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(4) 1If, being, of the full age of twenty-one years
and not subject to any legal incapaeity and a
subject of Her Majesty by birth or naturalization,
he was, at the time within twelve months prior to
the passing of this Act, and (though in the interim
temporarilyebsent) is at a time of such election a
bona fide householder, and was resident within the
Electoral Division at the date of the Writ of Elec-
tion for the same: ‘

But this fourth sub-section shall apply only to the first
election to be held under this Act for Members to serve in the Leg-
islative Assembly aforesaid. :

'18. For the first election of Members to serve in the Legis=-
lative Assembly, and until the Legislature of the Province otherwise
provides, the Lieutenant-Governor shall cause writs %o be issued, by
such person in. such form and addressed to such Reburning Officers as
he thinks fit; and for the first election, and until the Legislature
of the province otherwise provides, the Lieutenant Governor shall, by
proclamation, prescribe and declare the ocaths to be taken by voters, -
‘the powers and duties of Returning and Deputy Returning Officers, ‘the
proceedings to be observed at such election, and the period during
which such election may be contimued, and such othér provisions in
respect to such first election as he may think fit.

~ 19. Every Legislative Assembly shall continue for four years
from the date of the return of the writs for returning the same
(subject neverthéless to being soonér dissolved by the Lieutenant-
Governor), and no longer; and the first Session thereof shall be
called at such time as the Lieutenant-Governor shall appoint.
'R0, "There shall be a Sessioch of the Legislature once at least
in every year, so that twelve months shall not intervene between the
last sitting of the Legislature in one Session and its first sitting
in the next Session.. 5

_ ' '”l. The following provisions of the British North America Act,
1867, respeéting'ﬁhe Hbuse"éf’GOmmchs'of“Canada,'shall'extend and apply
to the legislative Assembly, that is to say: - Provisions relating to
the election of a Speaker, originally, and on vacancies, - the duties
of the Speaker - the absence of the Speaker and the mode of voting, as
if those provisions wWere here re-enacted and made applicable in terms
to the Legislative Agssembly. -

, 22. 1In and for the Province, the said Legislature may exclu—
sively make laws in relation to Education subject and according to
the following provisions: -
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(1) Nothing in any such Law shall prejudicially affect any
right or privilege with respeet to Denominational
Schools which any class of persons have by Law or
practice in the Province at the Union:

(2) An appeal shall lie to the Governor-Genmeral in
Bouncil from any Act or decision of the Legislature
of the Province or of any Provincial Authority, af-
fecting any right or privilege of the Protestant
or Roman Catholie minority of the Wueen's subjects
in relation to Education:

(3) 1In case any such Provincial law, as from time %o time
seems to the Governor-Gemeral in Council requisite
for the due execution of the provisions of this sec-
tion, is not made, or in case any decision of the
Governor-General in Council on any appeal under this

. gection is not duly executed by the proper Provineial
Authority on that behalf ‘then, and in every such case,
and as far only as the cireumstances of each case re-
quire, the Parliament of Canada may make remedial laws
for the due execution of the provisions of this sec-
tion, and of any decision of the Governor-General in
Council under this section.

‘23, Either the English or the Frenmeh language may be used by any
person in the debates of the Houses of the Legislature, and both those
languages shall be used in the respective Records and Journals of those
Houses: and either of those languages may be used by any person or in
any pleading or Process, in or issuing from any Court of Canada estab-
lished under the British North Ameriea Act, 1867, or in or from all or
any of the Courts of the Province. The Acts of the Legislature shall
be printed and published in both those languages.

4. Inagmuch as the Provinee is not in debt, the said Province
shall be entitled to be paid and to receive from the Government of
Canada by half-yearly payments in advance, interest at the rate of
five per centum per annum on the sum of four hundred and seventy-two
thousand and ninety dollars. ’ ‘

~ 25. The sum of thirty thousand dollars shall be paid yearly by
Canada to the Province, for the support of its Government and Legis-
lature, and an annual grant in aid of the said Province shall be made,
equal to eighty cents per head of the population estimated at seven-
teen thousand douls; and such grant of eighty cents per head shall be
augmented in proportion to the inerease of population, as may be shown
by the census that shall be taken thereof in the year one ‘thousand one
hundred and eighty-one, and by each subsequent decemnial census, until
its population amounts to four hundred thousand souls, at which amount
such grant shall remain thereafter, and such sum shall be in full settle-
ment of all future demands on Canada, and shall be paid helf-yearly, in
advance, to the said Province.
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26, Canada will assume and defray the charges for the following
services: - _

(1) Salary of the Lieuteﬁant-Governor.

(2) Salaries and allowanées.of the Judges of the Buperior
and District or County Courts.

(3) Charges in respect of the Department of the Customs.
(4) Postal Depa:tmept, |

(5) Protection of Fisheries.

(6) Militia. o

(7) Geographical Survey.

(8) The Peni tentiary.

(9) And such further changés as may be incident to any
connected with the services which, by the British
North America Act, 1867, appertain to the General
Government, and as are or may be allowed to the
other Provinces.

27. The Customs duties now by law chargeable in Rupert's Land,
shall be continued without inerease for the period of three years from
and after the passing of this Act, and the proceeds of such duties
shall form part of the Consolidated Revemue Fund of Canada.

28, Such provisions of ‘the Customs Laws of Canada (other than such
as prescribe the rate of duties payable) as may be from time to time
declardd by the Governor-General in Couneil to apply to the Province of
Manitoba shall be applicable thereto, and in force thersin accordingly.

R9. Such provisionms of the Laws of Canada respecting the Inland
Revenue, including those fixing the amount of duties, as may be from
time to time declared by the Governor-General in Council applicable to
the ‘said province shall apply thereto, and be in force therein
accordingly.

30, All ungranted or waste lands in the Province shall be, from
and after the date of the said transfer, vested in the Crown, land ad-
ministered by the Government of Canada for the purposes of the Dominion,
subject to, and except, and so far as the same may be affected by the
conditions and stipulations contained in the agreement for the surrender
of Rupert's Land by the Hudson's Bay Company to Her Majesty.
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31. And whereas, it is expedient, towards the extinguishment of
the Indian Title to the lands in the Province, to appropriate a portion
of such ungranted lands to the extent of one million four hundred thou-—
- sand acres thereof, for the benefit of the families of the half-breed
residents, it is hereby enacted that under regulations to be from time
to time made by the Governor General in Council, the Lieutenant-Governor
shall select such lots or tracts in such parts of the Province as he may
deem expedient, to the extent aforesaid, and divide the same among the
children of the half-breed heads of families, residing in the province
at the time of the said transfer to Canada, and the same ghall be
granted to the said children respectively in such mode and on such
conditions as to settlement and otherwise, as the Governor General
in Council shall from time to time determine.

32. For the quieting of titles, and assuring to the settlers in
the Province the peaceable possession of the lands now held by them,
it is enacted as follows: -

(1) A1l grants of land in freehold made by the Hudson's
Bay Company up to the eighth day of March in the
year 1869, shall, if required by the owner, be
confirmed by grant frem the Crown.

(2) All grants of estates less than freehold in land made
by the Hudson's Bay Company, up to the 8th day of
March aforesaid, shall if required by the owner, be
converted into an estate in freehold by grant from
the Crown. ,

(3) 411 titles by occupancy with the sanction and under
the licence and authority of the Hudson's Bay Company
up to the eighth day of March aforesaid, of land in
that part of the Province in which the Indian Title
has been extinguished, shall, if required by the
owner, be converted into an estate in freehold by
grant from the Crown. '

(4) A1l persons in peaceable possession of tracts of land
at the time of the transfer to Canada, in those parts
of the Province in which the Indian title has not been
extinguished, shall have the right of pre-emption of

- the same, on such terms and conditions as may be det-
ermined by the Governor in Council.

(5) The Lieutenant-Governor is hereby authorized under
regulations to be made from time to time by the Gov-
ernor General in Council to meke all such provisions
for ascertsining and adjusting, on fair and equitable
terms, the rights of Common, and rights of cutting Hay
held and enjoyed by the Settlers in the Province, and
for the commutation of the same by grants of land from
the Crowne.
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33. The Governor General in Council shall from time to time
settle and appoint the mode and form of Grants of Land from the Crown
and any Order in Council for that purpose when published in the Canada
Gazette shall have the same force and effect as if it were a portion
of this Act.

34+ Nothing in this Act shall in any way prejudice or affect the
rights or properties of the Hudson's Bay Company as contained in the
conditions under which that Company surrendered Rupert's Land to Her
Majesty.

35. And with respect to such portion of Rupert's Land and the
North~Western Territory as is not included in the Province of Manitoba,
it is hereby enacted that the Lieutenant~Governor of ‘the said Province
shall be appointed, by Commission under the Great Seal of Canada to be

the Lieutenant~Governor of the samé under the name of the North-West
Territories and subject to the provisions of the Act in the next sec-
tion mentioned.

36. Except as hereinbéfore is enacted and provided, the Act of
the Parliament of Canada passed in thé now last session thereof, and
entitled "An Act for the Temporary Government of Rupert!s Land and
the North-Western Territory when united with Canada" is hereby re-
enacted, extended and continued in force until the first day of
January, 1871, and until the end of the Session of Parliament then
next succeeding.
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TABLE II
PLACES OF BIRTH ?
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1871 . 1881 1891
Places Percent Percent Percent
of of of of

Birth Number Total Number Total Number Total
Ontario 118 96 | 19,125 | 29.0 | 46,620 | 30,57
Quebec 111 .90 4,085 6.2 7,555 495
Nova Scotia - - 820 1.24 1,402 92
New. Brunswick - - 341 52 718 YN
Mani toba 11,298 | 92.4 18,020 | 27.32 | 50,648 | 33.21
British Columbia - - 25 .04 55 <04
Prince Edward ' o

Island - - 154 23 234, 15
North-West ‘ -

Territories - - 6,422 9.74 785 51
Other Areas ' ‘

in Canada 60 «50 - - - -
Newfoundland - - 16 | .02 72 | .05
England and Wales 125 1.02 39457 54R4 16,017 1045
Scotland 49 4O | 2,868 | 4435 Tobdde | 4e88
Ireland 248 2.03 1,836 2,78 4y 583 2.99
Other British .

Possessions 10 .08 56 .08 208 .13
United States 166 1e4 1,752 2,65 3,063 2,01
Germany - - 220 .33 857 256
Scandinavia - - 121 .18 3,746 246
Russia and Poland - - 5,651 8457 6,251 4el0
France 9 .07 8 .08 A .31
Other Countries 27 22 795 1.2 1,628 1.07
At Sea - - 7 - 7 -
Unknown 7 .06 102 15 - 169 1.1
Total 12,228 62,260 152,506

Re Q9mpiled_fznmJLﬂxuuan;ﬁLﬂanada,_l§ZlL;E¥ﬂa_§2i;E¥Zl-




TABLE IIT

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF GROWTH
OF NATIONALITIES, 1881-1886 3
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Increase

Since 1881
Nationalities 1881 1886 Number Percent
African '25 30 5 0.0
Chinese | 4 | 18 14 35040
Dutch 151 244, 93 61.9
English 11,476 27,580 16,;94 lAQ,B
French 9,864 11,190 :ﬁ,l,ﬁos 1505
German 8,63.1 11,082 2,451 28.4
Icelandic _773 2,468 1,695 21993
Indian 4,611 55575 964 2049
Irish 9,886 21,283 11,397 11543
Italian 38 72 34 89.5
Jewish 18 M 53 2% o4y
 Russian and Polish 18 381 363 | 2,007.2
Scandinavian 169 ,564 395 233.7

Scotch 16,032 ’ 27,539 11,507 711

Wélgh 1Q3 229 126 122?3
Other Nationalities 30 ‘ 236 | 206 686.6

3. Cengug of Manitoba, 1886,



