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of sin and threats of swlful retributlion, were ever mads to reallze

play is this cvershsdowed

then, the silver thread
of hope and happiness, wihich Tuns thwrough the cark paltern of every
dyame, ls wore vesutiful when discovered or more brilliant by fore

of conbrast. If we firvst trazce bi

b

iefly the gloomy background we

gnell betier eme

ree inte the sanlicshit.
- - ’ (' * "
Almoast every sin could be traced to 4743045 wnich em-
braces self-indulgencs and sclf-sufficiency, evileg wihich have ever
y - i . * » . 7
proved the downmfall of worital man. Its opposite is 62%9¢%951/y?7
implying a pious (but net fanatic) agceticism through which human
nature could erter the gates of havpinesgs. Aeschylus snd his suc-
cessors recognised the truth that the soul is elevated through dige
cipline. Tt is tlhe Tsunrems ged' whom.we see as
”~ . N (' /
Joorecy ﬂ/aa ToUS 0w -
Y - ’
SV 7ot Tov 7Oy pXEoS
Berres sricpcwsd ELEc)
P
and e wodicun of pain ls necesgsary for all meun, go thst Aﬁwfeéado%?V

?‘:

itgelf is redemptive in its nature. But the mejority of characters

in Aeschylus nave not acguired, or do not keep, this virtue. Az we
have noted before, the plays have for their ralson dletre the in-
solance of an ilmpious mortal who tramples upon the decrees of heaven
to satbiefy & porsonsl lust and pride -  ingolence dnvolving vengeance

. // ~ . . ,
for the law of /Ak1dﬁ77ﬁ’ g Ofey iz inexoranle. t8in and sorrow
the old, old story'? or tiride geeth belore o fall? those are the
7

. » - =i s s C
thenes for an audience Lo ponder. And 1f we translate Qyébté‘ a8

e s . PO S L O S . IRE NS . e . o LA [P DR, =
we may see why 1t ls visited with so terrible a wrath from zbove -
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for, since
Hogstfulness has thoughts higher than belit humanity?

o4

it is the seed of a terrible harvest. It wag after Agamennoan had
killied the sazcred stag of Artemis and insolently boasted that he was
the better hunter that disaster tracked him down, -

Al

t$or his injurious pride

Filled for this nouse the cup of desolation

Fated himself to drain it to the dregs'.

e have been considering sin as a transgression of the
pounds set forxr man by humble Piety; wherever he oversteps these limiis
men is guilty and will receive punishument. How we must take into
sceount the fact that the avalanche of woe descends not only upon the
original é;?}9(67@§J“bu% upon hislfamily even to the third generation.
Wost religious teaching emphasizes this. The hoyror of sin is its
conbagious nature. To & Greek this was a trulsm an& invthe fore=-
ground bf Adeschylean drame we see this ancestral curse ﬁcrking with
the inevitableness of Fate. The whole Trojan war, caﬁsed by sin and
snding in illimitable woe, is an obvious illusiration of tﬁis. Every
misdeegd may be the cause of angulsh to ﬁeapl& yet unborn. Ceritainly

.
there is not pallistion of the effect of c%}?}0¢<§ it is awful
enougi, |
The question arises: ‘'How can it be éaid to be the

el

fault of a man, when he is visited by a punisbhment inherited from a

sinful parent or ancestor?? It is easily answered. it was not

the fault of Orestes that his house had sinned but it was his misge

>

Sept, cont. Theb. 407.
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and this is the propl vhterance of the god

{2
v

tywho hath never

xnown 2 liet, ther god must exnerience bitter pvain Lo gave
Frometheus, who undsrwent such agowny L0 SavVe mMen.
Thers are but two definite proefs to offer that

atones

ultimete

&

fseschylus had g Fixzed

e e
LB

been labored., HNeverd siwent of

and sziliul trilogy seems to say Lo us

aschnene ol ave trus vetos who hes warhned or

ligious

d - tne

worl

nis

B F o
ent and theso

thaei he follow

,.\1

a1

most maturs

ed¢ the ree-

exhicrted

likely that one who painted the husan tresge
pass in such vivid form would in every casge follow out his theme
B * AR e e whs J... k) v o eyt W Gl in ¥ &3 A E¥ ¥
to its loglicel conclusion, Oniy the blindast darkest creed

would allow the heirs of sin to wall 10@@19%5 in i

pools. The religion of Aeschylus ig not dlind and

o

forth the hideousnsss of VWrong;, he bemoans

trumpets

variance, estronzenment which sin creates bebtween rul

FOR VI

nink gshew thet he

- i
dhN

ruled, Yet I % there is enough to

the possibility of wunity, harmony, reconcilisation b

'y

egired to {find them, not cmb_%j1g

But this admission leads on to more,

trilogy ended with o picture of the sliencted res

Lhie

cash received and relessed from

e T
Ty
Taen

ryved for the

the poet's theologlical teaching

darik,

@l ng

Lor

the ma

R g
e murky

He
the discord,

¢y and

believed in

found for
the cost.
If every
gd, the oul-
in point of
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b1

‘nis Tinale would not be the grand climax of drametic interest,

LUt it would represent the kernel of the prophetts fteaching.
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if su, the central do
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ake away the Atonement and you have & religion not only mainmed,
but uselkess to sin-laden hunanity. Therefore it is not foo

mueh to say thet the man who wrote the Uresteis and plctured the
Cauceglan martyrdom, believed thalt the supremity of Jove implied
tiie vwltimate redempiion of srring men andé women. He was one of
God's 'choice spirits' sent inbo the world tc Catoh & glimpse of

God's law and God's love and destined to pyoclsim o his Tellowe

men the messaze ne nmight resd in the vision,
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