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Abstract

A significant change has occurred over the last forty years in the way
archaeological and historical studies have perceived the way Aboriginal groups
participated in the Western fur trade, from outdated portrayal of subordinate to a more
accurate role as equal partner. A diachronic examination of Fort Churchill Trade Shop
(leKn-61) in northern Manitoba will provide a case study through which the Dene
contributed to the market economy of the fur trade while maintaining their traditional
modes of subsistence based around the migratory caribou herds of the subarctic.

Employing world-systems theory, which attempts to relive the old patterns of
thinking, would indicate that the Dene would abandon their central socio-economic on
the caribou in favour of the new market economy focused on fur-bearers and European
trade goods. However, aspects of this theory show the interconnectedness of the system
from which follows that a partnership and control could be held by peripheral groups.

A comprehensive analysis using historical, ethnographical and archaeological
data sets are employed to determine the presence and degree of participation of the Dene
at Fort Churchill through the 19™ century. This examination using multiple lines of
evidence provides an opportunity for a deeper understanding of Dene decision-making

processes.
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Chapter I: Introduction - Aims and Rationale

In 1682, the Hudson Bay Company (HBC) began its economic expansion on the
shores of Hudson Bay along the Nelson and Hayes Rivers. The HBC influenced social
and economic structures in many cultures, notably the Aboriginal cultures of Canada.
Much of the early academic work regarding the Canadian fur trade has implied that the
fur trade and wider colonial regimes led to the abrupt termination of traditional
Aboriginal material culture in favour of “superior” European commaodities (Rich 1958,
Peterson and Afinson 1985; Bedard 1990:4). Recent academic works have successfully
examined resistance and social negotiation in the fur trade (Burley 1993, Hamilton 1990,
2000, Hill 1994). However the rate and selection of European goods within indigenous
groups are poorly understood, as are the motivations for doing so. In this thesis, | will
argue that certain Aboriginal groups living along Hudson Bay’s subarctic coastal regions,
notably the Dene, did not abandon their cultural practices and traditional modes of
survival. Rather, they became active, yet selective, participants in the fur trade economy
in the 19" century.

This focus on Aboriginal participation in a fur trade economy redresses what
Klimko (1983:1) calls “cultural reconstruction” and promotes study of the roles of
individuals and groups outside of the European corporate structure. Using multiple lines
of evidence provided through archaeology, history, and ethnohistory, a deeper
understanding of the role Dene culture had in the fur trade economy. Rather than
following the prescribed abandonment of cultural practices, the Dene did not relinquish
control of their mode of subsistence but balanced a dual socio-economic system. For over

two hundred years, the eastern band of Dene, the Ethen-eldeli Dene, selectively choose



how they would engage in the fur trade economy, managed — and some may argue,
controlled — aspects of the fur trade economy at Fort Churchill, an HBC trade post
established on Hudson Bay on the Churchill West Peninsula. Fort Churchill operated
during the middle to late fur trade period from 1783 A.D. to the 1930s and was
specifically established to elicit trade with the Dene (Kenny 1932; Esau 1984:6, 1986).
The Dene of northern Manitoba, traditional modes of subsistence and seasonal
rounds were firmly tied two main barren-ground caribou herds of the region, the
Qaminurjuak and Beverly. Despite numerous attempts throughout the 18" and 19"
centuries to entice the Dene to trap fur-bearing animals and become regular patrons at
Fort Churchill, the Dene remained unconventional consumers to the trade. This feature of
Dene culture did not change until well into the 20™ century (Alcock 1916, Sharp 1977).
The Dene Pre-European Contact subsistence-oriented socio-economic system may have
enabled them to direct their positions in trade relations and maintain traditional modes of
subsistence and material culture for a significantly longer period than previously thought.
All participants in the fur trade, including Aboriginal cultures, should be viewed as
having various goals and strategies resulting in a multitude of outcomes in different
periods and regions (Esau 1986:v). A world-system theory incorporates this dynamic

interplay between these two cultures within a socio-economic framework.

1.1 Hypothesis and Objectives

The central hypothesis of this thesis proposes that subsistence and mobility
patterns of the Dene, influenced by their sub-arctic environment, allowed them to control
the quantity and types of trade goods brought in to Fort Churchill by the HBC.

Ethnographically, Sharp (1977) noted that the reliance on caribou as their primary food



source meant that the Dene expended little effort exploiting secondary food sources
unless caribou were unavailable. As early as the 18" century, this same feature of Dene
socio-economics was noted by Samuel Hearne at Fort Churchill. Therefore, this basic
strategy remained constant from the time of contact well into the 20" century.

Social and economic factors may have influenced the incorporation of European
goods in Aboriginal cultures. These include differential access to European items, the
extent to which obligatory kinship redistribution is conducted, and a population’s desire
to maintain traditional practices (Evans 1999:126). Examining the influence of Dene
economic strategies on the selection of European material culture provides an opportunity
to illustrate the impact that traditional modes of economic and social systems had on the
introduction of Western economic systems in the 19" century, and it also provides the
opportunity to better understand the mechanisms and extent of Aboriginal groups’
incorporation into a world market economy. An economic approach to archaeological

material culture will be employed to track influences and changes over time.

1.2 Statement of Research Questions

The aim of this thesis is to develop a set of expectations of the archaeological
record based on historical, ethnographic and ethnohistorical data in order to provide an
understanding of culture-based incorporation processes for trade goods in historic fur
trade posts in the Canadian northwest. A model will be developed framed in a world-
system theory which seeks to explain the dynamics of the “capitalist world economy” as
a “total social system” where interdependent groups continually remodel production and
exchange to their advantage (Vela 2001; Chase-Dunn and Grimes 1995:389). Economics

of the fur trade is one way of assessing the structure and practices of a culture through



which the basic requirements of survival are mitigated. If successful, this model could be
applied to other contemporaneous fur trade sites to deduce the degree economic
incorporation of Aboriginal participation in the fur trade. A broader application of this
model may be used to examine English colonialism and how various indigenous groups
negotiated their relationships into a Western market economy.

To meet this primary objective, the goals of this thesis are to determine if there is
a quantifiable archaeological artifact assemblage from Fort Churchill leKn-61 that can
verify historic accounts for trade at Fort Churchill. Secondly, investigate whether a model
developed from a compilation of archaeological and historical data can expose
differential selection patterns and incorporation of European trade goods by the Dene and
elicit an understanding the decision-making process and degree of participation in a fur
trade. Lastly, are there indicators on the abandonment of traditional subsistence practices
based on caribou to a Western economy based on fur-bearing animals?

Answers to these questions will be gained using statistical analysis and
interpretation of the archaeological material excavated from the trade shop at Fort
Churchill and comparison to historic data of goods being provisioned to the fort. The
archival source material will develop a historical model that will be compared to the
archaeological artifact assemblage from the trade shop of Fort Churchill (leKn-61)
collected over four seasons of excavations (1992 through 1995). The archaeological
collection will then be used to develop a more holistic model of selection patterns and to
what degree incorporation of trade goods pervades the Dene culture. The various

behavioral, environmental, and economic systems of the Dene, in the face of enticements



by the HBC, may have resulted in differential types or values of material goods to be
present in the archaeological record at Fort Churchill.

Ultimately, analysis of material culture through economic practices may provide a
selection process based upon perceived value of material items by an indigenous group
vis-a-vis a European market economy. If the historic record is similar to the
archaeological record and if there are limited types of goods over an extended period then
it can be inferred that the Dene were able to remain limited partners in the fur trade
economy.

After determining to what extent the archaeological record reflects historic
primary documentation, an explanation for the cause of the discrepancy or similarity is
another important objective. What caused the Dene to incorporate the fur trade economy
to the degree seen in the analysis results? Ethnographic studies discussing the socio-
economic framework of the Dene may shed light on consumer choice motivations.

Whatever the results of this thesis may be, the study will provide increased
knowledge of this “forgotten’ fort and of a unique cultural group who negotiated their
own way in the fur trade. The material record can compared to that from other
contemporaneous forts to determine diversity in the fur trade economy. The focus on the
Dene within the zone of influence of the fort will also expand the knowledge of the socio-
economics of a subsistence-based Aboriginal group and their role and influence in an 18"

and 19" century world capitalist market.

1.3 General Overview of Culture Contact Studies

One of the first models for examination of culture contact studies has been the

cultural paradigm of acculturation which has been used to interpret contact in European



colonial contexts (Friesen 1995; Stein 2002). Bradley (1987:167) defines acculturation as
“the process of reciprocal interaction that occurs when two autonomous cultures come
into contact”. This definition allows for the conception of dynamic cultures as adapting
and changing through time, thus playing a primary role in the outcome of choices, ergo
equity by both groups to advance cultural change and/or continuity is maintained (Evans
1999:11). Acculturation studies have examined the presence of European goods and the
greater quantity represented in archaeological populations indicate increasing degree of
acculturation (e.g. Farnsworth 1989, 1992; Lightfoot et al. 1998; Rubertone 2000).
However this simplified approach has been criticized for being unidirectional and
ignoring dynamic interchange of material culture. Increasingly refined methods have
been developed.

More recent contact-period studies using archaeological assemblages have
incorporated notions of bi-directional impacts of contacting cultures on the material
culture of both groups (e.g. Farnsworth 1992; Hoover 1992; Rogers 1990). World
systems theory and frontier models are in many ways related to and derivative of earlier,
and simpler, acculturation models (Orchard 2007:15). This is reflected, for example in
Hoover’s statement that “frontiers were zones of extraction that formed part of the
periphery of the world economic system” (1992:39).

An economic theoretical framework may best suit the present research examining
archaeological record patterning in relation to those cultural systems that produced them.
Early studies focused on economic models developed specifically for the North American
fur trade (Innis 1930, Carlos 1981, 1982; Carlos and Hoffman 1986). However, these

models focused on the Euro-Canadian competition between trade companies and did not



address interpersonal relationships and how Aboriginal groups contributed to the market
system (Ray 1999). Gradually, theories have begun to emphasize the economic role of
Aboriginal groups as central players rather than passive agents and how these
institutional arrangements had affected natural resource use (Ray 1974; Carlos & Lewis
1999:706). Considerable recent work has focused on cultural persistence among groups
“contacted” by Europeans (e.g. Mann 1999) and on the bi- or multi-directional
interactions between contacting groups in “pluralistic” settings (e.g. Lightfoot 1995). The
assumption that Aboriginal groups were static and autonomous prior to contact belies the
fact that trade and exchange was occurring in Pre-European Contact times for thousands
of years. Adoption of goods and the exchange of ideas is not a new concept in Aboriginal
culture and therefore the goods introduced by the HBC may have been seen as just

another type of exchange network, albeit an accelerated one.

1.3.1 Culture Contact and the Western Fur Trade

Culture contact studies provide useful contexts for framing and understanding the
interactions that occur between Aboriginal groups and Europeans (Orchard 2007:8).
These studies have applied key approaches to the study of European and Aboriginal
interaction. This section aims to provide a general overview of the theoretical and
methodological issues in fur trade studies.

Throughout the 18" and 19" centuries, the fur trade represented a capitalist,
European venture to procure furs for the European market. However, the trade fostered
social and economic forces which played an important role in the development of western

Canada (Klimko 1994:29).



The HBC and Aboriginal cultural groups interacted within a corporate and
colonial regime. This played out in many of the HBC trade posts situated along the shores
of Hudson Bay which were part of a larger economic system, that being the Western
European capitalist market. From the viewpoint of the HBC, the success of Aboriginal
trade meant their company’s overall profitability, economic well-being and the continued
trade in North America. For Aboriginal cultures, “any decision to incorporate a new item
into an existing repertoire of material culture is socially mediated and no matter how
unequal the relative power of two contacting groups, each will select and reject items
according to their own logic” (Marshall and Maas 1997:275; cf. Bamforth 1993; Friesen
1995; Hoover 1989; Miller and Hamell 1986, Morantz 1980; Orchard 2007; Rogers
1990). Trade goods would be brought in an attempt to entice the Aboriginal populations,
however these items were only continued to be imported if there was a need or a desire
on behalf of the Aboriginal population. Therefore it is important to understand the
adoption of goods by Aboriginal groups over the course of time.

Understanding the incorporation of European trade materials in Aboriginal culture
is a key question in culture-contact studies. The differential adaptation of certain
introduced goods or why participation varied by groups or individuals has been unclear.
For the Dene, the fur trade may have represented a unique market to explore. However,
historically they remained impartial and peripheral to the market due to underlying
subsistence-based structures (see Chapter 2). Examining the selection process at Fort
Churchill over time will hopefully quantify these economic decision-making processes

and how they are influenced by underlying social structures.



The partnership aspect between the European traders and Aboriginal populations
is characterized by the Hudson’s Bay Company slogan “To please the Indians” which
became ingrained in company policy in the 18" century. The types of commodities
brought to trade at the shores of Hudson Bay and the quality of these materials was due to
the instrumental role played by Aboriginal traders. Without the supply of furs, provisions,
and traditional knowledge of environmental survival techniques, the HBC would have
quickly succumbed to the foreign and harsh sub-arctic climate. Some have argued that the
Aboriginal populations held the upper-hand in trade relations, with reference to
Aboriginal populations as economic agents (Ray 1977). The selection of trade goods at
Fort Churchill may have followed culturally derived socio-economics, therefore use of

economic theory will elicit underlying structures. According to Kardulias (1990:52)

“Prehistoric native societies had developed knowledge of their
environment, both natural and social, that permitted them to accommodate
rapidly to the demands of a capitalist market economy. This action
involved economic specialization in both production and distribution, by
way of a series of conscious choices made by the natives after balancing

what they viewed as the appropriate available options”.

The degree of incorporation of goods into Dene culture is the question of study.
Using historic accounts and the archaeological record, significant changes in variety and
quantity of goods over time may reveal increasing participation by the Dene in the fur
trade. While various academic sources have implicated that European goods were
instantly taken up by Aboriginals along Hudson Bay and traditional goods instantly

discarded, this has been debated by some historians, archaeologists and economists



(Carlos and Lewis 1993, 2001; Orchard 2007, Kardulias 1990). Studies such as those
conducted by Miller and Hamell (1986:314) have shown that “both the historical and
archaeological records indicate that the [initial] impact of early European utilitarian trade
goods was negligible (cf. Fitting 1976, Kaplan 1985). Other studies have put forth that
early incorporation of seemingly utilitarian trade items by Aboriginal groups was for use
in unpredictable ways such as ritual or symbolic significance or were reworked into
Aboriginal culture as traditional utilitarian forms (e.g. Jordan 1978). Morantz (1980:46)
posited that the term “‘Supplement’ rather than ‘supplant’ would more appropriately
describe the impact of the new technology”.

It may be argued that the Dene were introduced to the fur trade later than other
contemporary Aboriginal groups therefore their resistance and minimal incorporation of
trade goods in the 19™ century reflects this delay. However, the Dene were only 30-40
years behind the Cree along Hudson Bay in attempts by the HBC to instill trade relations.
This study reflects analysis of trade materials in the 19" century, well after the initial
contact by Europeans and the Dene.

Economic historians Carlos and Lewis (1993, 2001) state that material goods
were selected for and directed by the Aboriginal populations who were both the suppliers
and consumers in the fur trade. That the Dene were able to have power and influence in
trade can be seen in other research being done on the social relations of the Hudson’s Bay

Company (Burley 1993).

1.4 Theoretical Framework

Economics of the fur trade has been shown as one way of assessing structure and

practice of a culture through which the basis requirements of survival are mitigated.
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World-system theory goes a step further and applies a macro-sociological perspective
that seeks to explain the dynamics of the “capitalist world economy” as a “total social
system” (Vela 2001). Immanuel Wallerstein is associated with laying the foundation for
the theory however aspects of this approach were previously presented by others (e.g.
Wike 1958). Wallerstein’s approach is one of praxis, in which theory and practice are
closely interrelated, and the objective of intellectual activity is to create knowledge that
uncovers hidden structures and allows oneself to act upon the world and change it (Vela
2001).

A world-system is a social system, one that has boundaries, structures, member
groups, rules of legitimization, and coherence. Its life is made up of the conflicting forces
which hold it together and tear it apart as each group seeks eternally to remold it to its
advantage (Wallerstein 1974:347). Wallerstein (1974, as cited in Chase-Dunn and
Grimmes 1995:389) further states that a world-system is a “multicultural territorial
division of labour in which the production and exchange of basic goods and raw materials
is necessary for the everyday life of its inhabitants.” This leads to the existence of two
interdependent regions: core and periphery. These are geographically and culturally
different, one focusing on labour-intensive, and the other on capital-intensive production
(Goldfrank 2000). The model is based on a hierarchy of core, largely colonial powers
such as Great Britain and France, who were linked to peripheral regions, such as colonial
America. Semi-peripheral states held an important intermediate position between the core
and periphery and shared traits of both thereby preventing polarization within the system
(Hoover 1992:40). While the term hierarchy is used, this reflects economic power

relations and does not negate the fact that both the core and periphery were active
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participants. Wolf (1982:x) demonstrated that “human societies and cultures would not be
properly understood until we learned to visualize them in their mutual interrelationships
and interdependencies in space and time”.

Wallerstein adopts Marxist economic theory and allows for an agency perspective
of adaptability and change to the structure; “Man’s ability to participate intelligently in
the evolution of his own system is dependent on his ability to perceive the whole”
(1974:10). Wallerstein (1974:301-302) points out that even small-scale economies in
remote parts of the world are often tied to international exchange networks. This can be
related to the study of the North American fur trade. While the HBC acted as the “core-
state’ in the fur trade economic structure, there were times when ‘peripheral’ Aboriginal
groups, such as the Dene and Cree, had control over structures and functions. The control
that these ‘periphery’ groups showed in the selection of material goods indicates a
significant degree of control over the overall social system. Through the quantitative
study of material culture hidden structures may begin to appear.

For archaeological context, World Systems theory provides a framework for
modeling the relationships that occurred between contacting cultures, and for interpreting
the presence of trade goods and colonial features in archaeological assemblages (Orchard
2007:16). World-systems theory has been applied to examine Aboriginal participation in
the fur trade and in culture contact studies. Friesen (1995) examined archaeological
correlates among the Qikigtarukmuit during contact period changes. Friesen’s studies
indicated that “the increasing availability of preciosities and changing distribution of

subsistence resources during the contact period caused the indigenous world-system to
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increase in depth and breadth, and to begin to change in pattern of internal
differentiation” (Friesen 1995:ii).

The use of world system theory has been successfully incorporated in history and
archaeology by Kardulias (1990:27) who argues that the fur trade can be understood as
one segment of a world system and that the role Aboriginal groups had in the fur trade
was critical to its incorporation into European world economy. He argues that Aboriginal
American societies exhibited remarkable flexibility in adopting, absorbing, and
manipulating European goods and practices within an Aboriginal context. Social
practices, kinship structure, and other elements felt the impact of the fur trade, but the
agenda for change was an Aboriginal one (Kardulias 1990:29). In the case of culture
contact scenarios, both societies make decisions as to the economic avenues to be
pursued (Kardulias 1990:31). Examining the Aboriginal role in fur trade economics
allows recognition of the Aboriginal populations in the fur trade as players in the world
market economy.

This hypothesis was formulated for 19" century cases in North America, it does
not address the initial adoption of utilitarian goods by the Dene in the early contact
period, but “it does provide a more applicable model for explaining the sometime

difficult preferences of different contact situations” (Orchard 2007:13).

1.4.1 Critiques of World-Systems Theory

Lightfoot and Martinez (1998:472) highlight three major problems with frontier

studies and world systems approaches:

13



1) Insular models of change that treat frontiers as passive recipients of core
innovations;

2) Studies that are conducted primarily at a single scale of analysis — that of
macroscale; and

3) An archaeological expectation that frontier boundaries will be visible as discrete
clusters of breaks in the spatial distribution of diagnostic material objects, often in

a temporally static framework.

Stein (2002:904) further argues that world systems approaches neglect the role of human
agency in contact situations, as the assumptions of world systems theory “eliminate or
minimize the roles of polities or groups in the ‘periphery,” local production and local
exchange, local agency and internal economics of developmental change”.

According to Orchard (2007:19), the most problematic aspect of typical
applications of world systems theory involves the tendency to approach contact situations
as peripheries unidirectionally influenced by the dominant one, while neglecting or
undervaluing the reciprocal influence that groups in the periphery can have on the core or
on core representatives. However some authors have argued that Aboriginal populations,
not Europeans, held the upper-hand in trade relations and were astute and effective
economic agents (Ray 1977, 1980; Stein 2002).

By examining the complex relationship of all polities in the exchange network,
involving both European and non-European societies and at all scales of inter-societal
interaction, a more inclusive model can be developed. However, generalizations on how
North American indigenous groups responded to trade must be examined through a given

group’s unique historical context (Orchard 2007:25).
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Ray speaking generally of the land-based fur trade in Eastern Canada, states that
“there is no question that over time Aboriginal people increasingly relied on imported
subsistence technologies” (Ray 1974:xx). These eventually displaced most of the
traditional ones. Aboriginal people increasingly depended on the traders to help them
avoid starvation due to cyclical food shortages and chronic ones that resulted from
resource depletion (Ray 1974:xx). However the Dene at Fort Churchill had an anomalous
relationship with the HBC, facilitate by a strong reliance on the traditional modes of
subsistence centred on caribou.

In summary, Chapter One is the introduction to the purpose of the research and
need for the study. The objectives and goals of the research are outlined how this thesis
will hope to answer these questions. A discussion has been presented on the theoretical
concepts used to interpret variability of motivations and interactions between the
Aboriginal groups and the HBC. The primary theoretical basis is World-systems theory
as proposed by Immanuel Wallerstein (1974) for the concepts and ideas presented in this
thesis. Specific focus on studies that have applied an economic approach to elicit
incorporation of colonial or corporate regimes in the fur trade will be examined. This
chapter examines how material culture can communicate economic positioning of core
versus periphery groups in the fur trade, with overarching applications of the theory in a
macro-sociological perspective. The following chapters in this thesis will define the

various phases of the study.

1.5 Thesis Structure

Chapter 2 situates the study in a spatial, temporal and cultural setting as factors

which influenced the human interactions and socio-economic patterning of both the HBC
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and the Dene residing in the Fort Churchill trade zone. The chapter includes a review of
the history and social structure fur trade in western Canada, with specific focus on the
founding of Fort Churchill, its reestablishment after Prince of Wales Fort was destroyed,
and throughout its lifecycle until its closure in the 1930s. A literature review of
ethnohistoric studies of the Dene culture will assist in resolving some documentary biases
of the historic record and provide reflection into the recent history of the Dene/Dene
culture. The archaeological literature detailing the results of the excavation will provide
context to the artifact assemblage.

In Chapter 3, the data sets and methods used to construct this thesis will be
presented. A summary of the archaeological excavations describes the process through
which the materials were collected. A discussion on the range and types of historical
records used to provide gquantitative data and how these records were selected for use in
the developing of comparative models. Using historical literature, ethnography and
ethnohistory it is hoped to demonstrate the Dene limited their incorporation in the fur
trade and maintained traditional modes of subsistence.

Chapter 4 presents an analysis of the types and quantities of trade goods that were
exchanged with the Dene at Fort Churchill. The analysis begins with historic records that
provide a baseline for this study. The archaeological data from the Fort Churchill trade
shop are then presented, analyzed and the outcomes of the two analyses are then
compared. If little diversity is seen in material goods over time along with a uniformity of
faunal remains, primarily caribou, then resistance and limited participation in the fur
trade by the Dene can be assumed. The nature and frequency of the various artifact types

over a significant period of time showing a consistency throughout the assemblage may
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validate the ethnohistoric and historic records that state that the Dene were resistant to the
trade for longer than was seen elsewhere in North America. The results will inform the
interpretation and discussion in the following chapter.

The final chapter of the thesis is Chapter 5, and it summarizes how, by using
economic models, inferences can be made about the degree of participation in the fur
trade market economy and how that economy contributes to the formation of the
archaeological assemblage. Discussion of how economics formed the archaeological
record in relation to world-systems theory (WST) will demonstrate the validity of using
WST in fur trade studies as well as an examination of the benefits or problems in
applying this approach. Determination of the extent to which the archaeological data
supports the theoretical framework and the historical record will be discussed. By
examining this relationship and aligning social, historical and ethnographic studies, one
can understand the unique set of circumstances that is represented at Fort Churchill in the
19™ century. Critiques of the method employed, as well as future considerations of the

applicability of the model will be discussed.
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Chapter 11: Historical Background

2.1 Introduction

The purpose of this chapter is to contextualize, through documentary evidence,
the dynamic interplay between the Dene and the Hudson Bay Company. An examination
of environmental, cultural and oral histories will provide underlying motivations for

economic interactions in the Fort Churchill district in the late 18" through 20™ century.

2.2 Environmental Characterization

The Churchill River is the fifth longest river in Canada draining some 300,000
square kilometers with headwaters situated near the Alberta/Saskatchewan border. The
river terminates at Hudson Bay. The Churchill River, named after a Governor of the
Hudson’s Bay Company, became a super highway for the fur trade into the fur-rich
interior and Athabasca watershed. The river was first officially recorded in 1619 when
Jens Munk, a Danish explorer in search of the Northwest Passage was forced to
overwinter in a natural harbour on its west bank, now known as the Churchill West
Peninsula. The Danes experienced devastating losses with only Munk and two other crew
members able to return alive to Denmark the following year (Alcock 1916: 433-435,
Kenney 1932:10).

The archaeological remains of Fort Churchill are also situated on the west bank of
the Churchill River, five kilometers (3 miles) from Hudson Bay and across from the
present-day town of Churchill, Manitoba (Figure 2.1). The fort was founded on a shallow

clay and sand beach ridge backed by quartzite hills (Mclnnes 1913: 33, 89). The west
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coast of Hudson Bay has experienced extensive isostatic rebound causing exposure of

land at a rate of 1 metre per century. Currently the location of Fort Churchill is quite a

distance from the Churchill River.
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Figure 2.1. Location of Fort Churchill.



The study area is located within the Hudson Bay Lowland ecoregion, a
transitional zone between arctic tundra and boreal forest. Fauna in the ecoregion includes
a variety of species. Summer provides the largest diversity and variety of wildlife.
Millions of Snow geese migrate through the ecoregion, as well as other migratory bird
species such as Canada goose, Black duck, King Eider, Pintail and Whistling swan.
While fewer in number, upland bird species such as Willow ptarmigan, Spruce grouse,
Snowy owl and Raven are year-round residents. Small mammals include Muskrat,
Ermine, Weasel, Marten, and Wolverine. Large mammals have traditionally been more
abundant in the interior Shield country to the south. Both woodland and barren-ground
caribou are found in the Churchill Region, including other large mammals such as
Moose, Black Bear, and Grey Wolves. Other species include the Canada Lynx, Snowshoe
Hare, and Striped Skunk. Closer to the coast are such species as Polar Bear, which
venture onto the sea ice in winter, and Arctic Fox. Marine mammals include Walrus,
Bearded, Ringed and Harbour seals, along with Beluga Whale and the more uncommonly
seen Bowhead whales, which are only beginning to return to the area after 100 years.
Common fish found in inland streams and lakes are Brook Trout, Northern Pike and
Walleye. Some, including Brook Trout, are migratory, wintering in the interior lakes and
summering in the river mouths and estuaries of Hudson Bay (Government of Canada
2005; Churchill Northern Studies Centre 2005).

The main caribou herds are the Beverly and Qamanirjuaqg barren-ground caribou
herds. These animals range through the southern A