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RBETRACT

I examined the 1%2th century Métiz dfiperaax from Mani toba

Dy doing a detailed analwsiz of = specific Mati s2ttlzsment,

e .

in Pointe 3 Grousttse, liuved aeariy FUM of the Métiz o b

b b ia 4l e . , . s
innapitants weres Francophone migrants., My kazic WOrRing

¥
H
m
f

umption for the thesis was that

resutt of & situation of conflict and that “copflict
situations within groups and betwssn groups can hest ke
uncerstood i examined xs the competition for o
desirzble productive rescurces’ flas}is White, 19421382, The
theaorstical framswork which bsst compismentsd my basic

w
i
it
i
=

b
P
o]
3
o
1]
-+
b o
o
0
=1
Y
i1
[
P
|
o
N
r
HLl
]
B
o
]
[y
i
%)
&
5
.

3
i
10
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thesis there are hoth footnotes and
textual references to published materisl
are Cited in regular Jjournal =tr¥ile
iname, dateipage);

referasnces t unpublished archival
materials which &re the primary data
supperting my  arguments are cited b
footnotes to a key to passages fraom the
archives and thess are gquoted in the
appendices,

textua)l
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CHAFTER ONE: From Pointe 2 Groustte to Sainte—-Agathe

Zection A: Statement of Problem

Sainte-Agathe du Manitoba s a =mzall French—Canadian
parich =i tuated 20 miles =south of Winnipeg. It i= =

comparatively old Manitaban parish, having been inauguratsd in

i
D]
4

Cendan b

1
n

i The madority of its inhabitants are the d

-]

oM
.

turn-—of-the—-century Francophone migrants arriving from - the
province of Québec and from the State of Massachusetts.

Even before Sainte-figathe was formally establicshed and

"outziders" began arriving, the area boasted of = refatively
large French speaking, Catholic population. These were Métis

peaple, descendants of Morth ezt Company Morageurs and their
Indian wives, In and around the modern wvillags of

Zainte-fgathe <(situated on = piece of land once designated as

Pointe & OBrouette prior teo  1872)  the George McFhillipe
Surwey Field Notes from Sainte-Agathe (1873-1974) 1ists 24
rersons claiming possession of river lots, In all, close to

120 individuals seem to have dwelled there just orior to the

Wi

entry of Manitoba into Confederation.

Befare the 1870 the Métic wers. ungquesticornabiy thse

dominant ethnic  group in Bainte—Agathe, The 870 District
of  Aszsiniboia returns for the parish of CZainte-Bgathe iTiszts
onlyx - two nor Métis individuals oot of (57, Howsver, this

e

Was  going to change rapidly within the next thres decadss,

E¥ 1%0Z the Murnicipality of Ritchat accouynt books do rmot



Il

mention  any of the original Pointe 4 Groustte families

paring land tfaxes. The 171% Parish cernsus compiled b
Father Rocan lists anly tiegs of the ocriginal Polnte &
Grouette familw mames. Other Jdeooumsnts, such sz the
tanitoba Dirsciory For 187£-1877, the Henderson s Dirsctorsy

started in 1872, also reflect this trend of changing famiix

names, By the turn of the century most of Sainte-fgathe g

Métis families had been dieplaced or were assimi

Francophone families coming fraom the East or from the Lnjted

State

1]

Literature on the disperzal of the Bois-Bralés s quits

sxtensive. Authars such  as M. Giraud “1745), R, Fainchaud
L1949, 1777y and D. Sprague  (1%8Ga, 1980b, 198{3 hauve

5t

proposed  a whole range of cultural and sconomic constraints

to explain Metis= departure. Unfortunately many of thace
studies, gspecialls the ol der QRes, L Broad

generalizations on how  and why the dispersal occurred with

very  little accompanying supporting documentation. That the
Métis peapie moved out of scuthern Manitoba in ths 13707z
is a known Ffact, but the dwnamics bBehind the ewent nesd to
b2 eslucidated. AButhors  such  as Giraud (19495% and Stanleyr
¢1%403 have suggested subsistsnce incentives, such as ths
nesd ta Follow retrexting herds aof hison west, 2
possibilitiss. Other authors, for example Zazlcow CIFFL
Sochimnocosk | {1550 &rid MoATdutf s ClFaal put  forward
gxplanations  of =& ‘perchological”  rmaturs, They ars 211
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variants of a basic assumption  that the Métis were simply

unable to  adjust to a rapidly changing “fast-paced’ socisiy.

Another  author, Robert Painchaud, suggested in his {567 M.A.
thesis that Metis dispersal was linked to class related

protlems within Franco-Manitokban society. Unfartunately, his

basic assumptions are rather Ffaulty <(zse Secticon S5). Mare
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recentl», Sprague (1?80za, 1920h, [(781;

Bois—Brilés lost their lands through the machinations of the

federal government, He cites a whole zeriss of govsrnment
regulations which would have sffectively Fampered certain
groups  of Métis in their claims for land. Though valid and

bazed on the careful analyvsis of availahle documentation this

trpe of work is in need of detailsd case-—studie=z. Iliith
detailed analrsis one should be abls to ascertain to what

degree the Metis were pushed off the land by different

governmental préciamatia =, ar, whzther ather asz  »et
undertermined factors came into play.

Inm this thesis | appoached the problem of HMEtis
dispersal from scouthern Manitoba by daing & caszes studyrs in
ather words by doing a detailed analwsis of a specific Métiz
settlement. I Focused my attenticn on  the 110 river lots

which are Tocated within the modern—day boundaries of the

parish of Sainte-Agathe. In thig area lived nearix 704 of
the Métis to be found south  of the settisment of
Saint-Morbert and north of the Unitsd States border. H

believed an analwsis which paid close attention to detsil

of the documents found in the River Lot Clizxims +iles would



reveal whether any patterns or processes of Métis dizspersal

exist,

"

Preliminary work on the River Lot filez’ documents done

prior  to  the submission of a proposal showed that these files

—_—

ilure rate of

could, in +fact, shed light on the succezz or §
Metis patent or scrip claims, litigation processes, and the

patterns of buring and selling of lots amongst the Métis and

from Métic te non _Metiz Ther also showed rates of
“abandonment” of land claims, levels of indebtedness,
difficulty in meeting land or tax parments, numbser and size of
seed-grain mor tgages, etc, These legal documents were

accompanied by revealing testimonies and persconal letters from
resident Métis , aiong with comments by Justices of the FPeace,

land surveyors, prissts and other dignitaries. &n examinatian

oF thess files, wusing previcusly published material as
guidelines, did give a large enough pool of information to
ascertain tendencies and patterns accuring within  the

dispersal movement and to point  to some of the dvnamics at

wark in the laxst three decades of the 1%th century in Pointe 2

GPauette .
The approach to  the problem of the origin  and patterns

d in this thesis was put forth by

ot Métis dispersal us

m

Eleanor Leacock in her "Commentary on the Svmposium on the
Loncept of Ethnohistory" (1%41). In this paper she stated:
The more detailed the analwvsiz of &
limited phenomenon, the more clasely |t
Can, if on  the right +track, approzxch a
broadliy applicable generalization or 1aw.
{Leacock, 1741:25%)
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B: PBaszic Assumptions and Theorestica) Bpproach
one  major "basic  zssumption® when approach
of Meétis dispersal was as followss
Conflict situation: within groups and
between ogroups can best ke undersiood if
examined as competition for possessian
o desirable productive resources
Chikite, 17491320, Fower to cosrce and
contraol is the key concspt For  ths
understanding of "szociste", Becausze of
this, three central gquestions should
alwars ke kept inm mind when doing
rn*earch' what sacial otalaliix =
excercising that power, on whose behal+,
and to the detriment of what seomsnt of

the population?
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not,

.

One might go further and rgue fwith
e

Marx that, whatever thn Eeen+|11
inseparability of ths economic and fhw
social in human society, the analwti

base of any historical 1anin into the
evolution of human societies must hbe the
process of sacial producticon.

tHobsebawm, 1974923150

The trpe of Social History presented by Hobsbawm doss

mode one

postuliates

Qiving

in my

epinion, have any highly formalized and elaberate
could  apply when doing research. Irnstead it

& series of ordered resegarch prioritiss thus

working guidelines for the generating and

interpretation of information, This is wery much in, line

with the way of thinking of many radical social r

of

earchers=,

1]
i1

Far Marxists, theoretical work  has
alwars generated propositans designed o
explain  and understand the rexl worid,
and to interpret concrets =ituaticns
eyven if ther cannot be werified b
reference to empirical erquiry. Theory
building canncot be an alternative to the
attempt to explain real phenomena, but
iz, rather, a way of sglf-consciously

defining the field of inquiry,
clarifring and exposing T
self-criticism the explanatarwy concepts
used, and marking the lTimits oF
empirical comment.

teditorial collective, Hiztorw Weorkshop,

The Ffour Socizl History rezsarch priorities which were

special

Fol lows:

A

B

First

material

thesis were a

H

relevance when writing thi

one  should begin research by Tooking at the

and  historical enuvironment im which a people

function.

Then one  should lack at

—+
o
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-+
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=
]
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i

nd technigues oF



producticn. In the case of this study the interdespendent

sconomic relaticonships of the Métis , the Hudson Baw

Company, and eastern Canada wers examined.
T2 With the information acquired researching the first two
headings, one dewelops and presents & clear picture of

the structure of the sconomy (divizion of Tabour, socia

relations of production, gxchange patterns, accumuiatian
process, distribution ot surplus, caontrol over
Froductive resources, etc.)

Dy Finally, one would examine the social relaticns arising
trom the above three, Fatterns of cooperation and of
conflict would emer ge and one would be  able to

understand how a specific group of pecpis was able %o

P
gither maintain itself or was transformed.

By researching and examining the information avaiiable
o the Métiz , by asszuming a situation of diftfering sconomic

interests and subsequent conflict and by using the above

k]
i

w

research priorities as quidelines, I belieue am in

moce in & given arsa

I

2 r

i
fu

0

position to better explain the dj pe

of & sgemingly sthnically based sacial economic Qroupdng.

w
a
(8

The practice is thus to wWwark upwards
ou twards from  the process of social
production in fts specific setting.
(Hobesbawm, 177d4:1400
Section C: Justification of Research Methodol agy
AS mentioned in the "Statement of Problem® secticn, my
principal intereszts were the patternz and processes of

Metis dizpersal from the Red Fiver area in the last 30 rearz




of the

o

1?th  century. Also, as previocus]y mentioned, what I

perceived

were spec

Tome ot

dispersal.

Leacock

to be lacking in most ressarch preceeding my o,

ific area case studies which could poszibly reves

the dwnamics behind, and the p

1
+
ot
b1
-
=
1
[}
“+
~+
W

As  shown by an earlier guoted statement, Eleznor

A B0 B Firmly believes a microstudy i the

methodological approach Ethnohistory should take; the detaiied

analyveis
The
"lTimited

research

Historians.

of a limited phernomena.

Tu]
o0
(]
-+
o
]
-+
[
[w
[y<]
1

choice of a situation of change
phenomena” was alsc an undertaking supportsd by the

principltes of both Ethnohistorians and Social

Joan Townsend in her article Merccamtilism and

Social Change (1975:21) clearly stated:

One of the more important obiectives for
both archasology and ethnohistery iz the
study ot change, Bexond simply
documenting the materisl and s0cial
changes which have occcurred from ons point
in time te  anocther iz an  increasing
interest in examining the processes which
underlie and propel change.

cTownsend, 1775:210

Hobsbawnm also spelle out thiz belief, =tressing the

22 of looking at situaticns of rapid change and

That They xlwars dramzxtize crucial
aspects of a =ocial structure bheczuse

they are here strained to a breaki Prig
paoint is nat in doubt. Moreowver,
certain important probdems cannot  be
studied at a1l except in  and through
such moments of eruption, which do fot
merely bring into the open =0 much that

i= normally latent, but xlso concentrate
and magnify phenomena for the bsnefit of
the student, while--not the Jleast

i
-+



Ry

their advantage——normally muldiplwing
cur documentation about them.
tHobsbawm, 1874:17
Zectian D:  Justification of Material Used
13 The Land Files
It iz mr belief that the single mos impartant sst of
documents for the purpose of this ressarch was, the
Sainte-figathe Lot Parish Files. he parizh files group
together  all  documents relating to each and gvery riger 1ot
in Satnte—ﬁgathe. Each folder holdsz: letters recussting
patent to certain lotsy surverors’ statements on evidepce of

oocupancy, statuatory declaration and sffidavits bv Métis
and othere fo support the statement of gsyidence: relevant
documents +rom registry offices; memaoranda  from  the
Commissioner of Dominion Landz; reports from the dgent of
Dominion ands; the homestead inspector ar sUuruvsror, eto.,
Alec, =zome of the filez contained letters  $rom marish
priests on ather dignitaries discussing certain lasd
questions and correspondence from credit companies, lawrsrs,
speculators, esto.

With the information found im thezs documents 1 miss
able  to examine ths processss by which lands wept £rom Métis
hands to French-Canadian ocnesz. The guestion of what wers
the incentives behind the zale or abarndorment of the olots
tdenial  of patent, debt=s, lack of capital For Titigaticons,
deaths, taxes, etc.? was alzo looked at. Other concerns of
the inwvestigation wer what  exactly waszs  the leysel of
speculation; who exactly were the speculators and what were



their soccioc-economic  backgrounds: what twers the specific

1

rales  of speculators, law firms, CiergFmen, governmente and

the Métis elite; and what was the lewal of collaboration
betweesn these peopls? Though  at  times I had to refer to

"auxiliar»" primary scurces arnd even secondary works (i

better understand some of the materisx] contained in ths

il
£

filesd, the Parish Files remained my major sources
information. Ther ware the ones I spent most of my time on
in the six months devoted to actual research.

2y Buxiliary Primary Saurces

11}
by 1]
i
u}
+

Listed herg are nine ofher primacsy oure

information which were wused to affirm or cast doubt an the
insights given b the River Lot Files, Thezss are
accompanied by an  evalustory comment on their respective

me of the problems confrontsd in

worth . I alen discuss  =o

using them.

operative Relief Commities Statisticsl Reoort

1. Lo
{on Sainte—dgathe Parisho

This s & statistical report oresented o the ewecutiuvs

P
L0
o
i
“
I
-+
fa
ST
-
1
(3
01
il
1
]
+

relief committee on MNovember 1,

i1}

crop Ffailure  the inhabitants of Red River colony wer

dire straits, lacking even in baszsic foods. Feople appointasdg
by the Executive Relief Committes were =ant ocut ta Jifferent

lTacalities to asssss the nesds of ther inhakitant=.

i

The report for Zainte-Agathe contains informaticn on a0

s
I

nmames  iof heads of familiss; b)Y numbsr of peoclse i ea

family (mals, Female, =znd under 125 o) number of heads of
forses  and  cattles; dY number of bushels tpotato and wheat



[#1]

and in

usually sown; e number of bushsls grown in 184

1847, Finally, Fr it alsz lists the numbgr of akle-bodisd
men Capable of Yeaving home.

Though  the data is skewed, hauing been collected during
& time of severs <stress when many Métiz familiss had ledt
for the plains, it still gives us a relative idex of tre

degree of commitment to farming within the Pointe & Grouetts
communi ty., Onl» the people with & serious commitment to
and cultivation WEre staring behind. L=ing this

-+
o

information and  the land Ffiles I was zhle to determins

what extent prior land use had anw bearing on the insicstsncs
of  individuals to be recognized a2z the cwners of certain

oo™

2. Goulet Survey {pre-18700

Though reported to be somewhat inaccurate, this zyruew

and the accampany}ng izsued certificates of JTand claims
=till gawve me an  idex of which heada' of familiss were
claiming ownership of river lots and in what general arss of
the parish they resided irn  the vezrs befors the entry of
tani toba into Confederatian. & certificate From the
surveryor  for the Council of éssiniboia indicxtes to me whics
individual was activelw interested in laned  as personal

property  and  also which Métizs were perhaps more awars of o

rapidly  changing situation and thuz the nead o regularize
their possessions in an ezztern” fashian, These
certificates also allow a degree af independent verificatiar
of  statements mads by Metis theads of family about their



H
.

pre-1870 Tand ownerships.

2. Apesiniboia (District of) 1870 Cenzus Returns

For Parish of Sainte-&gathe

This invaluable dacumegt Oave  me  seusral irmes  of
informatian., Reported in it were: a) the namesz of the
surveyed people; by their arez of residence; o3 their

Birthplace; dr their ages (next birthdaw?; ed the names of

their Father

]

it f) whether they were pMétis , white, Imdian;

g? whether ther were French or Englizh Mstis ; B} whether

they were Catholics or Protestants P2 whethar they were

3]

married, single, or widowed: J) whether thew wsre British or

American subjescts, Thraough thiz document I was zble io
ascertain that Satnte-dgathe boasted S remaxrkabl»

hiomogeneous  populaticon priaer to 1875, A1, ewocept hwo
of families, were French Catholic Métis s having been born
in Red FRiver fexcept a faw coming from "Mord-Ousst?).  Ths

ke

Dicnme: wer

n
1
i
m

two  "outsiders" (Louiz Laferté  and Fas

Catholic whites From Canada, gprobably French Canzdianz,

Tt

having married Red River Métisz women (Carcn zmd Fhiloméns

Moarind. Their children were clzss|fed Ma b, Thiz

I

the Fgints 5 Groustis

fact tha

H

CEMENE  &lsoc pointed to th

Métis commumity was & ztable one with & tendancy towards

endogamy for at lzast three generations.

4, Bapt

It was the examination of these records which £irst
Qave me & clue %o the relative importance of the MEts

-
b
2
{1t
8
:
b |
[
-
=+
or
i

population before  the arrival of French Cs



iz
area, Before the +first French Canadian arriwed irp the ares
tip - 1877 :cccrdf&g to Tocal folklared, 7% different couples
had children ba;tized‘ 2t the Fointe & Grouette Chapel!
These records also reflected the rate of change inm last

[

within the local population ower the next ftwo decads

e |
i
3
"
Ui

'r
[31]
A
1T
+
51

Bl
“ty
Pa
m
)

1870 and the degree of intermarriages between th

and French Canadian populations.

. George MoPhilipps” 1B7E3-1874 Survey Field Matss

These notes gave me 3 good idea of who Tived where and
claimed what xs hiz in the wearz [273-1873. The Surusy mans
were also  ussful since thev give me some information on fhe
number  and  size of dwesllings, Darns, and cultivated zlots

within gach of the claimed 1ots,

=3 Manitoba Directory Ffor 1874-1879

The directory for  that  wear gave the namss of paoois

:[n
"
a
L

claiming land ownerships in the parish of Sainte-doat

IH
il
I
i

.

their state cocupations.  With this information I was

g

to werify the degree of change aoyrring in family pames.

was  alsc able to note changss oocourring in the osnscad
zocial  structure  of the Pointe & Groustte with oCCupations
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ore owner, smith oand
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dch resident prisst, school te
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carpenter appearing hbesides of people who had not

lived in the area prior toc 1270,

. Sources from Hudson EBay Company
In the <second section of the second chapter of thi=
thezis 1 discuss Métis socio-economic Formations in Red

i
P

a

Fiver and the forces fhat shaped them prior  to 187
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Simpson’s Correspondence L04s13-D477),  Correspondence  ta

Simpsan  (DEA1Z-DS742) and Fort Journals (B402) were imvaluabls

curces  for the light they shed on Métis coccupations and

ut

attitudes and the Company’'s and Church's reacticens to them
before the entry of Manitcha into Confederation.

]

2. Henderson’s Directory of Manitocha 1881

Like the 1874~1877 ons, this directory gave mg some [dex
of  the «changes that had occurred in the compasition of the

population of Sainte-figathe. Though the directory did neot

state the occupation of the listed ‘Heads of familiss’, it 4did
give a legal descriptian of the land they wmere claiming. This
was obwiocusly useful to me.

7. Book faor the yeir 1702 of the Municipality of Eifchct

of people living in the

yi]
[11]

This wuseful book lists 32 nam
parizh of Sainte-Agathe at the time who had paid land taxes
for  that rwear., It alsc indicates what 1ot they were living on

and how many acres they had under cultivation. Thi=z showed ms

the total non-participation of Metis in commercial farming
enterprizas. It alsec indicated the number of laots that ware

1)
i

being lteft urworked, probably because th ¥ owere in the hands
of speculators.
10. 1%71% Parish Surveyr by 1°4&bbé Rocan

In his parish survey {modern limits: 1°abbé Focan iiéted

the name aof the head of sach tamily, hig birthplace, hiz

]
1t

Birthdate, the name af hisz father, his mother s maiden fame ,

his wife's name , the name of her father, the maiden



name of her mother, her birthplace and birthdate, Tt also
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Tisted the date of their respective arriwv

number  of  the laots  theyw coccupied,  and  the namss,

4
-
T

birthdate and birth-place of their children. Ia thisz SUP e

pug
0.

Focan only lizted twe Métiz heads of familiss, However , an

examination of the wives’ maiden names and  the men- =

P

ion on the deagre

i

maternal tast names wielded some informa

of Métiz assimilation within the French=Coanadian population,

i

Sectiaon E: Ethical Dilemma

I had wery few problems of an ethical nature im thi

rezearch project. The onl¥ ane anticipated concsrned
descendants still living in Tainte-dgathe of French-Canadian
men having married Metis women. 1 was worried *that thew

!
+
-
o
-¥
11
2

might object to it being written that they had "4es

the family", Therz seems to be & cerftain  amount  of
sensitivity about this subject ("meétizsage"r in the willags
of Sainte-Agathe, Howsver & few discrete jnquiriss shawed
that this WS more & matter  of  joking betwsesn the
parishioners, This is probably because  fthe amourt  of
‘métiszage”’ I Sainte-fSgathe iz rather HER and &l

and  i= perceived az being ¢ Métis ztil1! liwing in tha
Ar S,

The works presented in this section giva, I bheliesvs, s

By

good  owveriew of the opinians generally held by the majority



of historical writers discussing Métis disperzal. Though
one finds a 1ot of owerlapping, they can be dividsed into
four major  explanatory categories. In the next ¥ pages i
will discuss the cxtegories and give relevant quotss from
gzach of the =authars. Though - HMetis "culturs" has heen

extensively studied, the dispersal For some reason rarslr
merits more than & paragraph or two. If anrthing, prasen
a M"ocritical  and analytical review' has proved a problematic
task more for lack of material tham for anw other reason.

Py Explanation of an Economic MNature for Dispsrsal

Three 3ufhar§ can be grouped under this heading., They

are  OGeorge Stanleyr {17400, Robert Fainchaud ©197&)  and
Marcel Giraud {19433, Theough often straving intc other,
more  nebulous, reasonings, all three ses sconomic incentives

2% having plared a major role.

G. =Stanleyr in hiz book The EBirth of Western Tanada
z2es  the Méti=s move westwards as a rational ecornomic
decision. [+ +they wanted to continue hunting they would
Faws  to move away  from  tha olony westward to where the
Bison were displacing themselves. Hs does, howewer, place

the ultimate decision on & “"love of the wild", asz ths

following quote shows:

For many  ¥ears the Métiz had =zt aout
from the Rsd Riwver wvallew upan their
great hunts over the western prairies,
but the gradual wi Thdr suaa? Qf the
cuffalo Ffurther and Ffurthsr Ffrom the
saztern plains made their long journsys
anpratitabls, The FHed Fiver Metis were
then faced with twa alternatives, Lo
follow  the wild animals wesstwsrds or tao
zeitle down ftoc a-lifs of agriculturs,



disperzal

"hHorror  of
less effort than searching for relevant
Robert

Catholic

The Metiz= had a horror of 2 sedentary
existence, The chase was to  them =
necessity 2z well as a pleasurs, and
many, choosing the sasier road, followed
the well definmed buffalo trails into the
interior.

(3tanley, F&R:[7ED

like many of ths

starts off with good idezse on the incent]
only to fx11 back on sterectwvoic ax

sedentarw Tifz"),

hie Ph.O, dis:
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Fainchaud in

Church and the Movement of
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Francophan

.:ir’.ﬁ,'i'ilrl—lz
- L o
oErnaps
tied The
S to the

two related res

federal

had been

part of the MEtis ¢ westw

& Métig whae had decided $to stav and
mid 187072 with & need for cazh to FEDay
government  had taken out on the Tand

in need of seed grain advancss. This

NS

it

witich

rd mave .

2 m

needed in tha garly 18707 after grasshooper
ons.  Many  poorer MéEtiz Ffarmers were upakls to D
government., During  the same time =2 zchems was
to commute  the <laims of sach Métiz child = z
zettlement <{Painmchaud, 19781170, In $zct, ths
vear  (187E), by an Order in Council, patents wers

a1l <claimantszs irrespective of e ngd S8,
= I understand it, beliswves that th Metiz

bw debts they were

SinriEe o
" LA S ~
T i



children. Thew then headed west to try their luck
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departure with very much ds
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teft  wondering how many Métis {what ¥ o

populationy d4did in fact sell or abandon their

the morigages came  up. Did fthe government de;

Métis in this matter in the same wav they were o

1

the rest of the popuation? O were thew more 1
the eastern colonists or the old Selkirk zettlers

Marcel Giraud, in his massive ook Le MEL]

imiltar to Stanler’'s argument, Fainchaud does rmot

i

fands

with

th

Timg wi
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wihen
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son ré8le  dans l"histoire des proui

1

gives the reader a mixture of sound arquments |

Though h

m
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wWith rather startling racis

3

proposed  reason faor the Métis disperzal may

“sconomic", he does firzt go  through 2 whol
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cultural and what could be callied "omerohol

reazonings. AT1 will be discussed here.
The first problem Giraud sess for the Red
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idemntity, "principe cultursl solide
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left them helpiess, unzxble t

A
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the rapid sccio-economic changes cccurring in th
AFe R, Along with this apparent "wishy~waszhiness
were also faced with the problem of being unde

the old colany (1945:110%, Giraud ses Ontaria

1

detested and despised the Frepch Métis |, b
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T for  Socott’s execution,
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humiliation and even wiolence, the Méti

and dizpirited. These sentiments were increased by their
"natural  shymess®, their "weak wills" and their belist that
ther were the victims of 2 grave injustice (1¥F4S:110%:

At the same time, the Metis were faced with =

cnelaught of immigrants and spsculatars who were trring o

swindle them off their land (1%45:1117%. Giraud believes +that
the laws passed to protect the ariginal inhabitants came

much too late and were inadeguate in avsrcoming  the
“intrigues of the one group and the weakness of the cther

in

fad

group® (1948:1117, The Ffact that the government was

in rezcting to perceived injustices led the Métiz to Belisue
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temati governmenta
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theyw were wictims
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Cezpite a1l of +4he adverse conditiocrs he
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Giraud still seez the exodus as being caused by t

:

tove  of ths buffale hunt and not by cutside Fforces coming te

)

bear adversely on the half-bresed popul ation!

Dans la plupart des cas, lss Métiz

furent wic +|me= de leur attachement &

Teur EConomie anachronigue de s

cnnseptza e désuétes gui dominaient leyr

“istence et qui prevenaisnt en ey

t ut possikiliteé dadaptation ERER
o

oute
méthodes ot X 12 mentali
{

The fow Metis who did star behind and triesd their Rands szt
farming fell wvictim to  their ignorance of sound economic

principles:

Tandi= que <22 poursuivant cet sucds dos
3 o

)



the

why»

shart,

the

vague

Métis

Métis - incapable de concevaoir d autre
formule de yie que le  nomadisme,
beaucoup parmi  ceux gui n’av@nt) pas
abandonné lesurs  terres, se relevuaient
hors d’état de les qérer suiwvant des
procédes rationnels . Me pouvant subir
les exigences de la nouuvslle economie,
dominés par  leurs méthodes lentes ot
arrierés, étrangers & toute npensées de
Eréyvavance, ils ne tarddrent paz A

z=‘endetter,
(Giraud, 1745:112%, emphasis mine>

Giraud, more =0 than the octher authors re wigwsd, with
exception of Sprague, provides good data—backed reascons

the Méti=s might want to leave the Red River arez. In

+ the Métis were victimized by both the immigrants and

,~+

federal govermment. Yet he falls back ultimatelv cn
explanations which places the bulk of the Blame aon the

themselves! The  historian Judt provides a possibls

explanation for this disconcerting habit

guite

fzal1

Whern historians are not concerned with

the economic or political nature of the

oppressiaon, they conclude that there was

something fnnately L or at best

historically submissive or apoliticall

submissive about the class or group in
t =z

gquestion...l is the refusal to consider
class based relations of power which
ERCOUrages such limited and
peeudo-logical accounts of the hiztary
of individuals, Seen collectivelw and
in terms of class, located in =
particular Fistorical situation,
understood as a struggle, such bekaviour
ren

looks very differ
Cdudt, 1FFFITED
1Y The Call of the Wild
Though  the works presentsd in  this sscticon are
4% simplistic as the title suggests, they do tend to

Back on "yearning for the past® stvies of sxplanations,



In othesr words thsy zZes the

&2 being due to their psyveh
outside Fforces, The oiacs
the Métis worlduiew and Tifes

o
-
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i
-
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category, F. M.
Pannekosk (%174
Morton (1938), C. Martin {1923
Schimpnowsk i i

d'immigration . francaise au

teaving

al gl

A

{18

t
i

grmpathetic to  the federal
gensrosity” in aliotting 1
bemoans  the fact that "insvit

problems  hampered

Mmar Métie were just not

understand that land diztri

zold  their lands for next o

o their loss of Ffaith in

In the end she +falls

planation of “laonging for
with  many of the
the Jewvel of mere speculatic
arguments backing her statsmen

Zaziocm (171) in

1g70-1%14  like ™,

unfounded comment

the distributian ¢

Schimnowski (17303, M. Zaz]ow
s ML ML MoAldudd (1P448r, &, S,
T
n  her thesis, Douze anndss
Manitobs 18F0-1882 s wvarsy
government. She zadmires their
yF00,000 acres to the Métis and
able” delars and administrative
1?30 :42%, Ehe beliswaszs
patient ernough  and Sid nor
bution takes time. The Métiz
othing and moved west hecause
the gowvernment. To her credit,
resent Eowi th which the Métis
moved some to leave.
back on the traditional twoe of
their past life strleos®, &z
her explanztionszs fall o
ne. She does not have many good
te,
his The Opening nf the Carnadian
Siraud, mixes hard facts wibh
=, He starts off by discuszszino
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the Métis as being obliects of distrust and hate for the
Anglo-Saxon colaonists:
The Hét 12y, numbering some 13,000 in the
prairie and parkland at  the time of
Confederation, and made Fformidable by
their cohegsive sense  of nationality
constituted & separate but squally griau e
problem, Their Catholic faith, their
gemi-namadic stwle of liviang and their
roles  in  the ftroubless of 1849-1570 made
them amn  cobject of enmity and scorn to
many Canadian settlers. Few of the new
settlers or  the Canadian government for
that matter, were prepared to zccept
them &= they wers, or to concede te
their customs, The Anglo—Saxon
Frotestant farming way was to be the ane
for the western prairiesz; and the Métiz
were to have the cpportunity to secure
Vand under these rules through the
magnaminity of their conguercrs...out as
in =0 many matters implementaticon lett
much to be desired,
CZazlow, 15711200
The cantent of the above quoted paragraph scunds plausibls
What the author <should hawe then tried to do zfter writing
it i= present evidence which supported the ideas. In cther
words, Find information showing  that the Anglo-Preotestant
element of the FRed River and the Canadian government were
ot ready  to tolerate s growing Metis element in ths
area. Unfortunatels he doss not pursue the subject,

Frietz Pannekosk, in his article "& Preobe into the
Cemograph Structure of the 1%th Century Red FRiver™, daoss
not  specifically deal with Métisz dispersal. Howsver, the

epening  comment of hiz work is worth repradycing here for

the attitude it eflects, It iz 2 good examples of the
raciset and condescending assumptions that permeate s great
dexl of the literature on the Métiz.
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The first peopls to struggle  far
surwival in this isclated +lat  and
damnrnable wilderness were a motler and
di’pirifnd Crekw., The only creditable
inhabitamts were the Scottish remnants
of  the Earl of Selkirk s endeavor to
create 3 Tand speculator’s dream in
Morth  America and  the retired officers
of the Morthwest arnd  Hudsorn's  EBayx
Company.
{Pannekosk, 1¥F74:83
M. M. lTduf+ in her thesiszs, Joseph Dubuc, Fols and
Yigws f 2 French Canadian in Manitobs , (1748 comments
that Dubuc, 1like a lot of his contemporsries, Blamed the
defayz in the land guestion on  the "bBlunderings of ths
federal government"; blunderings, %hat, in his way of
thinking could not be avoided (1F&4:11300., Medldufd szems o
agr With Dubuc’s way of thinking., @Y the time of Ma&riz
tarnd <laims, she zees the gouvernment of Canada emizark ing an
& program of naticnal economic integration. Thisz was to he
&  three phase undertaking which included (&) the seftlement
of  the Morth lest; 4BY the building of franscontinental
transportaton;  and C) industrialization of Ontario based on
protective tariffs. The Métis and their land claims, in her
#res, wers the inevitable wictims of 2 pericd of tramsition
and uncertainty.
SN ) thess elements oF
transcontinental development wsere in the
trial  and error stacge when the hal+fbresd
tand grants  and their related problams
nesded attention the rezults Were
confuzion and conflict,
vlTad s t3En
MoAl duff does not  perceiwve  the land probisms as
stemming from  any government 171 swill. Rather, as shown in



the guots, zhs blames it on Canada“=s ® rowing painsg"! Eut
3 : g

it

SUET S0, in her theses MeAlduff does not tie in Métis

dispersal to  the confusion involved in the tamd claims svern
though  she dwells on these fo x gresat extent, Instead she

lars the blame on the Métis psvoholegical make-up and their

inakility to adjust to 2 nesw way of life.

s the time pPaz=ses, however, and
immigrants £ o Guébec came by the
thauzands to settle on farms along the
banks of the FRed, & cleavage became
apparent between the wars of life of the
old  and new French speaking settlers,
Brnly a minority of the old group were
able to adant themsslues to the
discipliined and industrious 1life of =
farmer .. This minority was graduslls
assimilated aver | the wEArs into
French-Canadian =socisty. The majority
of Métis, uneguipped by education ar
e¥perisnce to compste with the whitez ar
share with them the responsibilitiss of
citizenship, clunig ] their =imple
society which was bassed on  their ocwn
primitive economy of fthe buffalo hunt.
cMosldufd, 1F44:330

Me&lduff  ssez the deep seated living habhits of the Bulk

-

of  the Métis population as ha”an renjnrpd them incapabls of

coping with  the encrosching white society, In other words
they could not adapt. Thouoh she admite thers wass sericus
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hardship caused By the lack of government rESDOnE

' x'ix

tand claims, shs does not perceive this as 2 catalwst for
Métis dispersal. Like many of the writers under reuisw
here, McAldufd places the bBlams For the o zpersal on the
Métis themszslves, seemingl ety zome  nmebuicos Flaw o Do

found in their character or cuy

A 5. Morton in his "History of Prairci

K
-
L1y
-
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{1933 cites three reasons which might have a:fed as
incentivesz to  the disperssal. The Metis were faced with
bigotry. They placed 1ittle walue on land. asnd, finaile,
they were nostalgic for their "ald" way of 1ife.
Morton comments that, with the whites floacking into fthe
Red River the Métiz began to feel uncomfortable. fApparently
they wers insulted and beaten on the sirests of Winmnipeg "hy
loafers about the saloons® (1738:437, Moreower, their means
of tliwelihood, +the buffalae and freighting to St. Paul, wers
no longer open to  them as of old., Métis , who zet 1itils
value on their Tand, began selling it a2t what seemed ta fhem
& good price  and migrating west. There in Mortos' s W,
ther could roam with the Buffala, find markets $or their

pemmican, and work as freighters,

In  thi waork, Morton presents what mavw be =oms

-.3 =,
points, but  unfortunately he doss pot bBack  them U .
Sweeping statements should not EepTace we 1 thought out
conclusions  based on ressarch, There iz little waw of
evaluzting such a work,

Chester Martin in his work entitled *"Deominion Land
Falicy" (1938 discusses at Tength the war in which tha
federal government handled the Métiz lamd claims. Though ke
recognizes  the delavs and ogovernmental mizmanagemsnt as
probiematic, he does not tie theze to the Métiz disperzsal.
The Métis left the old colony because of their love of the

Far the impraovidernt and  semi-nomadic
Métig——the Buffalo Murter, the
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tfreighter, and the fisherman——szettlement
&

duties e obvicusly  irksome. Mary
also who would have disvowed Indian
Bl ood WEr e rot fnduced = to claim
it.,.Retreating Pl the Saskatchawan
before the riszsing tide of immigration
the Métie clung For another decade or
two  to the wild life of th plains and

The blaming the victim for its problems approach (s in

line with the rest of Martin‘s work, He comsidersed the land

r

grants made to the Métis as "tawish" (1939:238). Hs hemoans

the fact that the Selkirk sefttlers and the retirsd Hudzon

L6
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oF th
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Baw Co. men "who had borne the burden and the hes

dax”  were not dealt with in the same manner (15%20:238%, He
concludes his review of Métisz Jand grants by stating that

"the Mew Dominion  thus hegan its admicistration with =
comparatively clean siate"(!) (1735:22%)
2} French-Canadians znd the Mtz

Une work, an M. A, dissertation entitled Le Maniteobs et

Llimmigration frangsise 1870-1371 (1%4%% bv Robert Pa nohaud
deals with the Métis a3 members of 2 larger Catholic
Francophons  community, He seems  to belisue that sewversa!
Metiz migrated west because of their class position within

Franco-Mani toban society,

En = T las visilles familles
francoe-manitobaine ne pouvaient espdrer
doder  un réle prépondérant sur ls scéne
provinciale,. Elles avaient choiziz de
g8 retirer loin des villes, car ni laur
instruction, ni leur occupation ne leur
permettzient d'cccupsr  les sidges du
pouvair dans des instituticons
gzsentisllement urbzine, D=
Francoe-Manitobainsg se vavaient relecuds
2 oun rdle minoritaire mémes a2y seip de la



Communautd frangaisse.
tPainchaud, 1948%:11340
Or agains
Les Canadian Frangais dforigine
mani tobaine froccupaient pas L
pcs:tnan gnviable dans la provionce ni
meme  auy sein de 1z communautd Francaise.
Arant  décids  de ne pas se mélear auy
activités des willes, ils optérent Dour
Ta campagne et la wis agricole, Leyr
représentation au sein de cette clacss
agricole Etaisnt trés Elevde, =t
indiquait lTeur manque de gréparation
pounr entreprendres dautres poursuites
fconomiques, I1s avaient la nostalgis
des plaines loin des habitants ot de 1z
wie trop organisde. Ils nfavaisnt pas
regu 1 instruction nécessaire qui laur
aurait peut-dtre permis de se faire % un
nouvexy rythme de wie, En  somme ils
cccupaient uns place au b:s de [ échells
sociale dconomique. Leur prépondérancs
etait du passé.
cFainchaud, 1749 :145)

In essence, Painchaud argues that the et
anomdl ies  ewven in French Catholic socisty, Thew had
education, iived “far" Ffrom urban centers on their
farms  and were nostalgic  for their old wax of 1ife
did not have the capabilitiss of adiusting to 2 chang
strle., Fainchaud placed them at the bottom of the
SOC| o-eConomi C scate.. Flowe Them were  the m
French-Canadian farmers and sty e these mE e
French-Canadian zlite (mostis clargical) resid
=% Eoniface,

The zocioc-economic class diuviszion presemted
author  sounds plausible umtil  we lookh 4t the dat
Dazed  on. The anly differsnce rnoticed betwssn 5
peapts ti.e, the "1 aier class"3 ar o the m
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French—Canadian fzrmers (f.e, the '"middle clzsz=") are the
3EUELE of educzficon (174711341 In other wards, thsrz are

mare iiliterates among the Métis population than amono the
Frénch—ﬂanadiana. Orie wWonders E this Twpically
sociological  approach to class differentiation: How ualic
is this difference &z a basis Sfaor determining class
membership in & 19th century farming communit»? Especizalls

a

b

¥l
¥
L
Rl
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i

Métis p

i ]

wWhen other sources tell y aple  in

parishes were cultivating their land as extensively as the
original white settlers tSprague,  1FE0:79)! I think
Fainchaud’s idea of gxamining class positon as 3 possibie

s

source of Métis alienwstion and subsequent migration is

Howeswer, I de not think Jeoking at lewels of agducatian,
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specially when camparing Farmers  with

basis enough for determining that ons group iz ths "1gwer?®
clasgs and the other is  the "middie” claszsz! Inm fmci, the
whole idea of frying to differentizte “classzez’ on 2 totally
non—econamic basis is poor.
4) The Mew @pproach

L. N. Sprague in hiz article "The Maritobe Land
Huestion" C1980a) twpifies x rew approach to studies on the
Méti= . Father than blaming the Metis  suvoking zoms
#lusive character or cultursal flaw, for their dizpersal and
subsequent chronic impoverizhment, Spragus examinsszs sastern
power plars, He believes the Manitobs Act was no more toar
& gesture and that that the Ffederal government, prompted b
Untario  interests, was intent on  the dispossession s



dizpersal of the Métis population (1780:74). WWith thiz in

it

mind he traces and analwvzes the series of amendmernts mads t
the Manitoba @Act which made it increasingly difficult faor

Métis to acgquire their promised lands.

Sprague in this article also points out that the
Métis, b the mid 18707=, were mainly intesrezted in
agricul turs, Most were no longer {and perhaps never were:
the freedom 10ufng buffalo hunters they are generally

poartrared as.

In 1273 the wast majority of Métis
people were farmers, thus interested in
hanging on ta &l the land they could

get. Adccarding ta surverors Métis
people in the older parichez were

cultivating their land az extensiwvely as
the original white settler=,
(Sprague, [780z:7

-3

3

This articlie is a very good "view from abave® of Métis

. detzailed data-backed

i

dispersal From  Manitoba. He give

information on the legal and judiciary pressures brought to

]

bear on the Métis . What [ believe is lacking to 2 certain
extent in this article and what would be interssting to know

Métis response (percentage Wige inm one &rex’ to each rew

i

i

amendment and growing difficulties. What percentace of the

population entered Titigetion? How many lost their land to

speculation? Were many» Métis classified a= wintererz? How
many Métis actually received title to their land? LRzt

about the educated Métis 3 what were their roles? Thiz is
what I belisved would be interssting to investigate., In the

end I would have a more "roundsd® wiew of the whole procsss,
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CHAFTER TWO: The East and the West op the Eve of 13270
Section A: Motivesz behind the Westward Expansion of tha
Canadian State
Tweo  reasons  are  usually invoksd to account for the
westward expansion of the Canadian State in the gariy

18707 =, The First deszl with the siructure of Canadian and

i

itish mercantile capitalism and its nesd for szafe,

[nx
“1
o+

I
11
Fit]
b ]
2
£

lTuerative ar of  investment (Naxlor, 19722, The

1]
a1
m

reason  concerns  the perception of Ontaric’s petty commoditw

producers of westward territoariszl gxpansion 22 the solution
to economic  decline and demographic stagnation <(Gagan,
(7781293, Baoth -wi1l be discussed in conjunciion with sach
other, for 1 believs them to he complementary rather than

opposing lines of reascaning.

Ra To Marler (1772:13) perceives Canadianm plitical andg
economic develapment betwsen (887 and (918 as “the nroguck
of  British mercantile and financial capital in action’. S
1847 British finance and trads interssts Ead caome to orely oon
the underdevelopsd world zs the éa}or recipient of finance

]
st}

capital and & the only market which Britain s S the

u’l

inefficient industrial s¥stem could capture (ibid:ziZY, Ths
fimanciers who wsre put ting their rescurces into countriss
tike Canada  sought  to use znd strengthen the ootential o+

the tocal guermmants, first o produce secure invesiment
g 3 _ F

climates, and second, to acquire and dewvelop for financial
and merchant capital sych o perceived TUTTERYTUE ER= AR,

territaries as Rupert‘s Land, The Sritish Morth Smerica aef



is seen by Marlor ‘as  an attempt on the part of Britain’s
mercantile and financizxl elites to estabklizh an agrsssive
central government ia Canada which could best further their
SCoromi interests. This act was favered by CZanads’s
ool ftical elite, whose members were often  themzeluss
important financiers and merchants., HMavlor concludes:

The British Morth American &Sct was a

document in public AFimance, reserving

for the federxl government svery power

critical to controlling the patitern of

scanamic  developmant. all taxes other

than direct fwhich then imglied land

taxesd, regulation of trade and

COMmmeErce, barking credit, CUrTenoy,

bankruptey, canals, telegranh,

ravigation, and x11 residual powers went

to  the AFederal gcsernmenu..= Aas if this

were noat enough  the federal government

a2l=soc  assumed the imperial governments

s P = of disallowixnce aver colonis!

fprovinciall) legislation.

(1RF21a-130,

The termination of the Hudson’s Bay Dompany’' s ofdicial
and  judicial monopaly of Rupert’s Land and that region”z
subsequent transfer to Canada was facilitated by an
averlapping of the interests of the Eritish hanksrs,
Canadian parliamentarians and merchant=s, the British
Colonial office and the Hudson’zs Bay  Compans CRothTie
177521320, The debts incurred by the building of ths Grand
Trunk railroad were omercus and both the Canadian s rnmen t
and  its British creditors saw the blest 3= = place o securs
much  needed new commercizl opportupiitss (imid:iIm Theze
people  perceived the neswly acquired territories zz 2 Srest
source  of primary produce Dmostlw agiculiural) fhat wouild oe
flowing east, mainly in eschange for secondary manufactiures

11}

pay
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from the commercial metropoles of Eﬁgland and Central Canads
tibidi133), Transportation, torage g real  estate
dividends were believed by British and Carnadian firnancisrs
to ke further potential means  of bolztering their riches
Cikids13al. On the other hand the Hudson's Bay Company alsc
ztood  to greatly enrich itself through huge rea) eztate and

retail profits, which Company officials assumed would be
foltaowing the Canadian acquisiton. Wealithy individual

shareholders of the Company, <such as George Stephen and

Donald A. Zmi th {wtho was alsoc a stockholder in the Bank of

Montrealy alsoc anticipated profiting immensely From ths
transfer, because of their wested interssts in Eritizh
Canadian fimnance capital and railwar ventures.

=

113

o, of special relevance to this paper, compans &,
and  others, who had powerful political and ecoromic fies

with Central Canadas saw  the possibility  of making hugs

personal profits by the priﬁate speculation  in  western
tands. After (270 there emerged z pattern of primz lands
going fraom ths original inhabitants of the PMorth b

Territories into the hands of husineszmen whe in turm roacold
them to incoming homesteaders. The Métis and Indians of fhe
west were not dispossessed or pushed ocut of thsir lands b
‘pionegers’, as seems o be the caze in the United Ztates,

but by the Canadian state structure iits=1+, Wbk ing for the

interezts of Finance and mercantile capital. AE Rar o
P1PVZ2ils8)  points out, the horizons, and  to x remarkable

extent the personnel, of the federal gouvernment  and oFf



1)

finance and merchant capital were often inseparable.
Merchanis, financiers and politicians wers supooried in
their Bid to sescure  the West by many of Ontarico’s Pstéx
Commodity  Producers. This singular conssnsus of SEinion wWas
due to several Ffactors. The ties betwsern Financisrs,
merchants  and their political alliss have alrsady oeen
discussed but why did Ontaric’'s farming populaticn become
sz receptive to the idea of =2 potentially rival wasterp
‘Agicul tural Empires COwran, 1730:F437 A&s mentioned in the
cpening  statement of this zection, Ontaric om the swus of *he
Morth-ldest Territories purchase was  suffering Ffrom s
=luggish =GN and Z A with alarm the continual
outmigration of the wounger elements of jts populatian.
Tt ding to Gagan
The arss was no longer & fiseld faor
immigraticon:  roral pruper values had
plumme ted; agrarian i dyh+resa Frad
increased dramatically; <sons could mo
langer afford to  succeed theic fathers
in  the family homestead; and there waszs =z
steady movement of population out ofFf the
province,
‘ C1ETEIZRED
The pre-1870 economic doldrums kit Upper Canada“’s rursa)
population hard, The wheat trade, the staff of Canada
West’s  econocmy had collapsed in the lats 1895072 and sar]
18407 Cibidi2971, Also by the 12507z most of the zrabls
tand  in Ontario had been taken up for farming or Emeculative
purposes, Heads of families wers no longer o augment their
holdings ar  set wup their children on aearby land withous
incureing ruinous  esxpense  (ibid:3IEFy. Faced with these



WOEE , it iz not surprising that both the older sstablished

i

farmers and the wounger generation of rural dwellsrz wers
receptive te  the propaganda put out By the countrvis
political  and sconomic #lite speaking of an agrarian Eden to

1
11
‘

be carved out of western wildernesz. The prospsct of w

(e s
i

mn

tche

q
i

af cheap lTand renswed the hopes of thesse =

tr

i

commodi b producers of econamic prosperity  thraugh B

w

pursuit of & traditional cccupation in x mew zetting. Manw

#oung  farmers  followed the westward tracks laid down by

1
-

their financial, commercial and political leadsr
In certain areas of the West, such as the parish of

Zainte—-rgathe the old Indizn and Métis populaticns wers
= H ———— F

gventually replaced by one French-Canadian znd rural i;
arigin. Like their Ontaric counterparts, Guébec farmers:
faced severe economic crises in the 1%tk  century. i+

anything, the =agricultural desreszion inm Fresch Canads was

even more acute and lasted langsr. According to John
MeCallum:
The crisis in HBudbec agricul turs
consisted of the failure of whsosat asz
both & stapls crop and basic consumption
item, the AFailure to find & commercizl
substitute Ffor wheat, and the conzsquent
forced rewversion to a subsisternce lawel
oof farming characterized by periodic
food shortages dectining Tiving
standards, and mounting debt,
ClIFROIEF1
Im Fact if anwvthing, it is surprizing that fhe number
of  Francophons farmers heading west was ook greatsr! The
reasons  behind this are beyvond the zcops of this winek . Bt

authars =uch az  Robert Fainchaud (1777 considesr  ths
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attraction and acecessibility of American industri

and  the failures of Canadian gropaganda and the Catholic

Church to convince ths Guébec farmers of the agricultural
patential  of the west as poszible deterrents, glsa of

importance Wers the distance and sxpensze invalued in

"
i
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migrating' to Red River. Finally, reaszons
linguistic nature alsc probably came into plawy. Manitoba
was perceived as rapidly turming into a2 ‘White Arglo-Saxon
Frotestant’ stronghold.
SZection B: The Wezt
{3 The Subsistsnce Basis of the Métisz till 1250
From the (82073 to 1570 the French Catholic Métis

formed the bulk of the Red River Settiement. They were the

suppliers of cheap tabor and of “plains provisions”, both of
which the Hudson’s Bax Company nesded for the success of |tz
western operaticons. Sealy and Lussier (177%:17) divide %he
Metiz intc three general economic “categoriss’. Thew zes

eing associated with the Ffur companw

o

some mixed-blaod men

az clerks, interpreters, canosmen and pachkers, Arnother
gegment of the Metis population made their tiuing as fur
trappers. These the authors szee as having identified tha
most with the local Indian population. Thirdly thers

Hj]
o

i

existed the famed “plains hunters’. & majority of the M&tis

fall inte  this last catsgory (Sprenger, 1¥72:20; Sprague,
Faligoy, Marce] Girzud (1%4d45:2881) sees two octher economic
zctivities in which the 1%th century Métis were inpumiuved,

Fram o 184%  on,  he  documents the development of a zedentarsy
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farming population, which he misleadingly caltls 3
“bourgecizie’. At the other =end aof the spectrum he
dizscusses a category of Métiz working orincipalls  a=s
fishermen and defines them, again arronecusly, as a sort of

miserable “lumpenproletariat’.,

Im  the Ffollowing pages I will concentrate on the Mitis

Jhose  occupation [t was to supply the pemmican markast, il
majar FEASORS determined thiz chaoice; First +he wast
majority of the Métiz population were involved in thic
aoccupation, Szcond, most families Yiving in the western and

southern limits of the Settiement of FRed River oooupied

themae}.es with the hunt (Sprague, 1F2[:5). Since ocur arex
of interéit is  situated Just south of Saint-Morbert (ths
Eouthérn timit of the settlement) it iz iogical to zssumse
that bison hunting was an important oCtoupation for most of
the Fointe & Groustte families.

~s  Sprague  (1981:3) discusses in his draf: papsr, with
the amaligamation of the Morth  West  and  Hudsonfs  BEas
companiss  in 1221 many  Fur trader employess  were  foond
redundant, These now superflucus ssruvants wers gncoursged

to migrate to  the Red River colony with their mised—50loos

famities, Howewver, not  x11  the people who wers drifting
towards  the Settlement werz checlets company men.  In faot,
according to Giraud (19495:744) this internal migration began
ts  involue needed personnsl in alarming proporftions in the
12307 s, Bucting From  the Simpson Corrsspondences ., Giraud

maintaing that, presented with = choice, many Hudson Bav
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2% abandored the

11}
1

Company men who worked in the northern ar

posts  and hexded South. Aleo, Mixed-bloods who had mesver

been  emplored by 2ither company began to concentrate at th

Forb =, oo ;rd]n:x to him:
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De 1830 & 1840 Ta tendancs pa
général isé au point d°slarmer
secteurs legz moins favarisés dans
digstrict de 1a riviagrs Churchill =%
P'athabaska, 12z hommses obéissxisnt
uns  wéritable  “manie dimmigrat '
Tork  Factory, le chef Factor zauwoo
impuissance & relentir un e
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Once the Movageurs and Métis had settled themzeluas

arcund the colony  they Fformed 2 =table group . Righls

endogamous, despite its semi-nomadic lifestvie, Im Dougla

Sprague’s  (1¥E1:4Y ewes, one of the maost striking featurs

=t the Colony’s population pricr to 1870 was its Fiah rat
of persistence: “there were Frequent enumeraticns of th
peaple  h» the »Campany betwesen 1824 and {854, many of th
people  enumerated in at least cne of the censuses, ars foun
aise  in  the enumsration of the population of Manitobhas o

Tanads imn 12707, Zpecifically, for Pointe &% Grousttis « th
marriage and descendance patternz reuealed ip the is7
census - az shown by the population chart ¢1% - indicats
high degree of psrsistence and endagamy for at lsast tw

il

i
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From a s=zubsistenc point of wisw it ssemz logical for
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the hison huntsrs and their familis

their home hase. Both the Hudson‘s Bavw Company (2 and the

i1t

colonizts (3) liwving there offered 5 ready market for the
pemmican produced. Besides the interral demand =f the

Mudson‘s  Bay post  and the colonizts at  the Forks, ths

Company  had to also  supply its shipping brigades, westiern

posts and ecclesiastical miszions with pemmican Dough
mostix  from  the Red River Métiz . Thi= nesd for ‘ziain

produce’  would remain constant throughout the 15tk century,

Anxiety CUET securing sufficient supolies was oftsn
retiected in the corrsspondence of Company officials, as in

the letter written by governor George Simpson to 2 man named

e

Barnston, Cecember 17th, 185Z:

I regret to notice the anual iy
increasing difficulty of mesting the
demands for woraging provision arising,
it would appear as well from the short
returns of the Saskatchewan =zxz the
groawing avants {sicr of ths Company =
business and the numerous missions
throughout the country, I agree with
that «closer attsntion must be laid on
this Ve important branch aof  the
business... ¢4

Or  zagain, on December 7, 158954, a lstter was zent fom 0.

SwWwanston  to Simpsan discussing the impact of & Dizon hunt

I am wery zorry to inform wou that the
butfale hunt has been 3 Ccomplete
failure, Thi= season  zs  Ffar az drisd
provisions are  concerned. .. .from thess
events  our whaole collecton  of Femican
{=icy this =easan, &% this place, the



White Horse Plains and FPembinza is anly

)

trifle over 500 bags, consequently =so
over be it out of my power to meet the
demands of Norwar House and the Lac 1a
Pluie and the Red River freighters this
spring (5.,

This constant demand for cemmican meant that = gresat
amount  of  time was devoted by the Métis to the bBizan hunt
and the production of pemmican. Sprenger (1972:30) shows

evidence of large scale bison hunting expeditions having

been erganized as early as 1818, Bv 18252, 540 carts wers
following the Métis to the hunting grounds (ibid:31). To
these summer expeditions autumn ones were added in 1905, B
1840, 1,483 carts, each with a carrxing capacity of about
500 Ibs, went out for the summer humt (ibid:3iy,

Throughout the first half af  the last century

S A SOoOdrC of income

w
m

dependence on  the zelling of pemmican

W among the PMétis population of Red River. Thiz was in

[} 1]

ar

part due to the Ffact that pemmican producers were nearlw

—]
=5
n

alwars assursed of & good market for their oroduce

dependence was also generated, ss will be documented aon

these next several pages, by a lack of alternative
remunerative occocupations . apen to these Métis, This

dependence would have a definite impact on the 1%th century

Métics” social organization. Orly one of the conssquences
and its ramifications will be addrszszed here: their
apparent “gemi-nomadic’ mode of existence. Month  Tong

sojadrns 2y large limited the “plains provisiaoners’ in the
diversification of their zkills, Far sxample, a3z Hawve

points out, a2 Métis hunter had werw little chance of caining
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expertize in agriculture:

The calendarz of agriculture and the
hunt =20 owerlapped that the most =z
hunter could attempt was a garden patch
and perhaps a2 cow and &  few sutines,
alaong with A number  of invaluoabie
buftfalo runners.

L FaF s 2250
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n
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III

It =eems to have been policy of the Hudzon’s Bax

Lompany  to  emcourage the builk  of the Métis popuiation o

pondence

i 1]

Simp

n

remain  “plains provisicners’. As th on corre

)
l

indicates, it required & steady wearlwy supply of pemmican
7y but had little use for agricultursl produce (7.

FAgriculture was  the only other subsisterce activity which

would hawve, perhaps, been able to support  such a large
ropulation. G. Rothney 19751105y comments  that swven

‘staunch admirers of the Hudson Bayw Company such zs G. Bryce
11710 admit to  the fact that it had nothing to gain from
natives becoming sedentary”, Brrces description of the
Company’s attitude towards the Indianm as a fur callector can

be sasily transposed to the Métis as =z pemmican producer:

The tradition of the company was to k

gEn
the Indian a hunter. There wasz rno
eftort to EnCOUrage the nmative to

agricultture or to any industry. To make
& good collector of furs was the chisf
HiM. For this the Indian required no
education, for  this was & wandering
habit needed to be cultivatsd rather
than discouragsed... (&)

r the subsistence bzse oFf

i
e
M

Though having no wish ta
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in these pecple that could only be satizfied at their

stores. This policy of increasing the consumastion needs
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within the Métis population iz sxplicitly stated in a lettar

written by Simpson:

They would in time imbibe cur manners
and  customs and imitate usz in dress.

Our  supplies would then become necessary
ta them which woutd increase the
consumption of Eurepean produce  and

manufacture and in like measure increase
and benefit our trade as they would find
it regquisite to become more industricous

and to turn their attention more
seriously to  the chase in order to
provide themselwvwes with such suppligs
U

In short, throughout most of the first half of the 17th

century the Métis were increasingly in a state of dependency

on mercantile capitxl. To meet their growing nesdsz +or
manufactured goods they became invaluved in & specialized

preduction activity which had only one tvpe of major buwrer:
the Fur Companies. In Red River, anly the Hudsocn Baw

Te 1

X

Lo

i

I]

ition to buy pemmican on a =c

i

Company was in =2 po

1
)

enough to  absorb most  of the pilains hunters’ produce. On
the other hand, with its monopaly, difficult though it mawr
have been to enforce, the Hudson Eay Company was the onlw
zupplier in Rupert s Lamd and the Morth—-llest territariss of

goods  necessary  for  the Métiz to “cutfit’ themselves., The

Company af+ered the hunters and their families qunE,
ammunition, steel knives, axes, kettles, riding saddies,
harnesses, spr-glasses. .., all prerequisites for bison
hunting expeditions {(Sprenger, 1972:35). Also, any seasconal
surplus  which successful Metiz might secure above and

berond what was required to buv basic

on goods  which had come to have special




communi ties, Isaac Cowise in his book Company of Aduenturers
1713 writes of small traders, contracted fo the Company,
whe  followsd the Métis to their wintering camps and enticaed
them with all the goods necessary to what fazst Decoming
the Freach mixed-blood natidnal dress:
The end had amply justified the m
for  these  hunters, envious of him ¢
well dressed petty trader:, and desi
to eclipse him, one after another
to give up the +urs and robes which
had previously refused *c  trade
RFim, for fins bluse cloth capotes
brass buttons, fine cloth  trou
Broad 1'mssomption belts, Fine co
flannel shirts, black =itk neckerch
and Foxtatl plumes, anointment
pomatum  and scented  hair oil, hes
Tilver, fingsr rings and gilt earings.
Elouie, 1713
Authors  zuch  as Rothoey (IPFS:1L17), Sprencer (19721730
and  Giraud (1945:7%4) have discuszsed pemmican product 2E
s2tablishing & relationship of mutua]l dependency Between tha

tis hunters and the Hudson Bay Companw.  In

1T

balanced reciprocity. The Mérig were =s2illing their DS T ST
anoan isdividual or family basis and not as & unifted orous
The Hudson Bay Company was, on  the other hand, & b w
srganized  =ingle entity having mancpolistic rights cusr wast
reoiGns. The Métis’ relative lack of manoceuvrabilifv mias
therefore 2  “logical  outcome of the comparsiivelw
concentration ot wealth, monocpoly bargaining powsrs  and
technolagical might of Fur companies, relative fto 1
position of  individusl  groups of producer—iraders, €
wWith the capitalist drive for profit’ fRothney, 1F7S:117%,



L
[8)]

Inztances of ths Métiz’ relative lack of Bargaining power

come up in the Zimpson correspondesnce (100,

It iz apparent that throughout the 19th century the
Métis WeTr e EIDE SN of  their sconeomic helpisssneszz  and
dependence on  the Company <11). Whensevar ths copoortuni by

arose they resisted the Company’s monopaly and trisd to win

zome  fundamental changes in policy (12) and some basic

m that within the framswork

i1}

rights (132y, Also, it would ==

of the fur trade the Red River Métis did try to diversi+fy

Three major Métisz attempts at increasing their sconomic
security through the diversification of their subziztenrce

basis, and the accompanying relations ships of producticn czn

be documented. These are the production of tailoe, the
sgarch for I i buvers far their pemmican, and the

development of an iTdicit Sur trade. T will also Yook at

salt production, one of the mincr alternatives,

First mention of a trade in *allow is in a letter zent
by  Simpson to Alsxandsr Chriztie, Governor of Sssiniboiz, on
May 31, 1722 (141, In this lettsr Simpsaon stated his
approval of  tallow  production. He seemed to agres with
Christie that it was a good thing that hunmtersz {or their
wivesd ‘make  ths effart’ to prepare the tallow on the 113

sites... Prepared, bt would command a higher price af ths
zettlement  and thus bz more profitabls for Mived—blcods. MO
Tigures wWers found  in the correspandence which  woui o

the importance  zszsumed by tal oo peocduyction.
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Howewver, a few wears later, an inters
wr-itten  an the subjsct of txllow produc
the board of governors., This letter is re
shows  the resistance of the Company to

any oreat

detrimental

dependent o the pemmican oroduced
Mixed-bloods for the functioning

follows

ot

wilhich i

sting lstier w
tion by Simpson
vexling becauss

the development

t perceived

Bay Lompany w
b t

itz Fur

aperations. It that arny activity which micht b=
reduced the amount of pemmican brought  fto its  tradi
centers would have been discouraged. In thie letter Zimps
states:
=« the taxl o in quesztion i3 not

produced by the agricultural part of the

commun ity But collected b the

buffalo-hunting parties of half-bresds

and indians on the plains =—  and it

would be feared that (¥ sxtracrdinars

facilities be affaorded for convewing the

practice of their hunt to market, ther

will give their attention not only to

the cellection of buffaloc robes  and

tallow, but mar interfere with the fur

trade... ©15)

Seside writing umsnthusiastically ahbout MEftis bis
tallow production, Campany officials alsc engaged in zciio
directly aimsd at discouraciog the sroducers. In 18432 chi
factor Finlavson refused to rensw the freight contracts
the fMétiz McDermot and Sinclair, The afficial rezson Tl
was  that  these individuals were engagsd in i1licif £
Irading. This action was to affect some twentw othep Méd
whao  were now forced to discontinus  theip =hiopments
Fuffalo Tallow to Britain, which had Formsrly  be

=

i}



ary in McDermot’s bosts {Klassen,

o

transported to York  Fac

19431110,

From  the beginming of the monopoly of the Hudson'z Bay
Company  of the North-West Territories orwards  the M&tis

searched for  alternate  buvers for their pemmican . During

the 18407 = frequent menticon is made in  the Simoson
correspondence  of the “Pmerican traders’ and the competition
they wers providing the Company  with. At times, thsze

traders =eem to have forced the Hudson’s Bay Company into

buring all of the pemmican, bison tongues C1Ey,
tallow...etc., offered Ffor zale by the Métis (1&r and
affording them & “liberal price” for them (170,

Unfortunatels the Americans did rnot have to maintair Vang

I.L

trade raoutes and numercus  trad ing mosts in the fashion of

the Hudson’'s Bay Company. They did not have their Britich

rival’s large-scale need for pemmican. Therefors the M
were not in x position to borcott the Hodsons Saw Compa

completely, ewen though they resented its monopoly powers

With the appegarance of these Smerican fur traders in

the Fembina region szeveral Métis wers zble to become omall
traders in  their own right. Thus they no longer wers
directly invoclved in  the praoduction of pemmican. Fathar,
they worked az  intermadiaries, moving goods  between the
American  traders  and  the Métis =nd Indians an Hudson Saw
Company  soil. The w@merican traders outfitted the Mtz

rather than risk viotati international lzw by themseluss

I.Cl



entering British territory. Many letters written to and B
Simpzaon  deaxl with the havoc caused By thisz mpetition {205,
The i role of mercantile go-betwesen zesms o havse been = ST
tucrative operation for zome of the Métiszs . Im & latisr
P21 written by Christis ta Simpson  on March 29, 124%,
Christie observes that “high prices given for Furs  at
Pembina...enakbles the half~breeds...ta realizes LRy
onsiderable profite’, Also, aone finds numerous z2)lusions
in the correspondence to the Métis cantention that thes Lig e
‘natives of the soil‘:
Mr, Christie appears to be Using evgrw
Judicious measure For the protection of
the trade, which Fortunately, hawve npot
been productive of anv. wiolence on the
part of the half-breeds who are led to
believe, by those under whosze influence
they are acting, that the fact of them
being natives of the soil gives them an
unguesticnable right of  trading  and
hunting within Hudsorn Bay territar:
whichk cannot ks affected by the COMp ARy
charter {222,

Competition Ffrom American fur companiss  forcsd  the
Hudson” Bay Company  intc active retaliatory scticrs which
wWere  alsoc bensficial to the Metiz. The Britizh company
cutfitted §te  oan Méti= traders. The Métis were giuen
‘permission’  to  frade on  Hudzon Bay territory but zesm o
hrave been encouraged to concentrate their  effortsz on
amer i can territory. Thiz was supposedly of their  cwn
volition, thus the Hudsor’‘s Baw Company could not he Reld

3
i
n‘ I
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Anather minor  occupation  which

ailawed

the

We run no risk therehw of crawing the
Honorable Company into explanaticns with
Governments on  the deiicats subject of
territarial right, 2E tThey cannot
identif» wuz with theze pecple who may
either be Americans or British subjects
25 suits their purpose besing ratives of
the soil... (232

trade was the production
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the =salt obtained through =& process of gvaporation in
Red River district was of “very poor guality’ znd el
in color’. He adds that ance a railrosad was bBuil
western Canada the cheaper zalt from Ontaric cauzed tha

operaticonrs to © close {ibidy. Operaticns

threatened priar to  this By the American salt shi
from Zt.Paul by steamboat or ox carts.

Since primary matér%al examined by this ressarc
disctuss salt production omly in passing, it iz diffjicult
aszess  the scale and impact of this industry on the Mé
population, The descriptions pressnted in the one avails
orimary  source  and  the one available secondary source m
e think of small  ons—Ffamily aperatidna rroducing
local, limited markets,

These attempis by the Mitiz at diversification wit
their subsistence base seem to have bBeen anly partiz
zuccessFful, Except perhaps for the salt production, wh
had only 2 negligible impact on the Métis sconomy, a71 w
degendent aon  foreign mercantile capital and marksts

their success, Only largs fur trading we

Were

¥ear  atter year, of an itsm szuck as pemmican.

rothing, during the 1%th century Métis depen
interssts grew. Aside from such  techrol
QUnsS, knives and powder which hrad
signifticance among  the plxins pecple, ¢
dependent on merchant capital for the aoguis
foreign manufactured goods  which  had come

ntures ks
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sign§4icance, A good sxample of these goods is the famous
Blue ’gcapate’ wif i o h typifiedlﬂétiz dress in the (£S07=. The
Métis mar hawvs had “a fierce independent character (25), &
“strong feeling of mationhood’  and = “grzat  degres of
political independence’ (24) hbut thew ware utferly dependent
en  foreign merchant  interest, gspecially ths Hudson’s Baw
Company, +or the functiorning and wery survival of their
zocisty., However, dependent thouoh they werse on the fur
companies, they seem to have maintained aniy & generally
antaganisti: relaticnehip with  them EJG}; strugoling  tc
better their position whenever possible.

Farming was a difficult zand often losing proposition in
the Red River area for most cof the 19th century. George
Sprenger  in hiz 1772 wWork, An Analrzis of Selsctive Aspscts
of Métis Culture 1810-1270 s States that between {812 and
1270, there were at least 20 reports of partial o complsie
crop failures, These weré due  to & mixture of poariy
adapted crops, inadequate technology and natural disasters
Cfloads, frost, Jlocust...o. In Ffact, the agiculturalizts
were  oftsn  dependent on the Metiz hunters for ‘olainsz
provisions’ to  see them through the winter months., lLhern
both  the hunt and the crops failed it was a source of oreat
anxisty for  the company officials, &3 shown in this letiser
from Christie to Simpson written Decembr Ty 1847

caaiith much  regret 1 have to oActice
the =almost :Gmplege failure of the last
crop, which generalily =speaki i
inadeguate for the maintsa
settlers through the wints
reserve  snough  seed for the g




[N)]
[

spring.

The nlains nunters Were MY
successful  during the summer ftrip, which
snabkled them to sell & considerable
gquantity of pemmican and tallow but from
the egarly .ett;ng in of the winter, thew

E £
Wwere wunable on the second trig to bring
much dried provisi the
Ssttlement,, (272

:l
|
il
-

Tears of plenty were as much a scurce of disconfent o
the szettlers and of worry to Company men s were wears of
PENUDY, The Hudscon's EBEay Company had anlw 2 limited rieed
for  agricultural prﬁﬂucts. AE Kare remarks (I9&47:1730, 1%
xctively encouraged its  frading posts  to plant their swn
Crops. Eezides, x5 Simpsan stated in 193¢ in a response o
a petition brought forth by ‘Canadians” zno ‘Half-Bresds’, =

superior guality of flour could be gottern =asily in Canacs
and  the United States Ffor a2 lower price  thar what the
Company» was offering the settlers for their prodyce (287,

#1

¢y though domesticated animals had been introduced to +
Red FRiver colony, the settlers could in mo way match the
quantity and cheapness of bizon tallow and pemmican offered
to  the fur trade companiesz by the thunting Métiz . The

problem  with  agrarian  cver-production and the nesd for row

outlets ariss as garly as =3 in the Simoson
carrgspondence :
seaThe means of living are abundant
and  therefor cheap...the people howsver
are Jery poor, 0 there iz littls demand
for  the produce of their labour, and the
small means  they have among them which
arocse  when in  the Honorable Company s
seryice, are now hecoming  So low that
they find much difficultw in prowiding
themselues with such zbsoiute
necessariss of European produce  and



manufacture &S are reguired, which
frequently woccasions much discentent and
leads to a desire of withdrawing to
Canada and the States, where they cauld
find a market For the Ffruit of their .
industry, I _am therefors apprehensive

that urnless  some olan  be  =oon fallsan
upon  to afford the henefit of an exoort
trade, the greast bulk of the respectahble

white population will abandon the
Settlement {29). {emphasis minsa;

0
[

The problem of unavailable markets was the subject

mn

matter of numerous letters and petitions between the

settlement, Simpseon and the bozard of governors in England

(200, Az late as 1855 we find mention, in corrsspondence,
of surplus grain remaining in  the hands of the producers
URCS N Giraud for all his apparent dizapproval of what he
terms  “nomadi=m’  admits that, for the Métis to become

completely sedentary would havs been, between the famine and

overproduction wyears, economic suicide {32y thiz is iFf the
company  would have tolerated the toss of §ts pemmican
producers (333! The Métis hunters were assured, no matter
what the extent of the #ields, to find & readr market +or

Bizon as food and rohes for clathing within their families,

The Mixed-bloods could also be Ffairly sure  that the
colanists wiould need & certain guantity of  ‘plains
proviziaons’ ta tide them ower winters. Finally, the
Hudsan’s Bay Company, and to x certain extent the &merican
fur  ftraders, needed large guantities of pemmican wear after
¥ear  to satisfr all  the requisites of the fur trade.
Throughout the firet half af the 1%th century bBison hunters

Were guaranteed more outlets for their produce then the

s
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agriculiuralists. Also, bison hunt failure ratesz seem to
have been not gquite as freguent or severs as those  of
agricul ture
2 Slow Bhift in the Subsictence Baszeag ;ESB Criweard
The Metis, ewen during their hewday as commercial

B
s

hunters seem to have had & very definite concept of priva

landed propertr and the krnawtedge of the potsnotial
importance of i, As early asz 1835 Métis and retired
Yorageurs were demanding that  ‘we be  assured of iegal
pozsession  of our  land’ (34, Throughout the 1S4D’§ tThe
openly defied any claims. the Hudson®s Bav Company made o
land  cwnership. Thiz i well itlustrated in a2 letter

by Simgson to Sir John H, Felly,

,,,L
o3
N
(N

written on February 2,

The conditions on which thew Rhold jands
are quite disreguarded by the zettiesrs
contending as  ther do, that, ther as
nat: ons teicy of the soil, hnot the
COMmpany are  the propristors, and  =o
ignorant are thewy that reasoning  and
arguement on the  subhiect are of ]

effect... (35

But it was only near the end of 1584902 that 5 zizzbie
section of the hunting population actually Degan to work on
& relatively large scale ¢i.e. bevond & =small gardsrn plot:)
the Tand thery claimed to possess. Giraud 1745 :5833:
comments  that by the wvear 184% tha AMENAQe worhked acreags

+or the ‘matives of the =ail’ in the Catholic zsection of the

Settlement was 5,10 zcrez. This aberage wWas in fact dus to
& =mall  number  of Métiz families greatly expanding their
worked  areas. Another phernomsnon ooourring at the zams fims
was  the displacement of many hunting Metiz  and  their
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families towards the Pembina area; a traditional wintering

ETe-F- I belisve both ghernomera +to be incited By certain
transformations occurring at the production and Qistricution
tewels,

Two  things were occurring at  the end of the (8307

which affected the Métis hunters amd the agriculturalists at
Red Riwer., First; =x8 FRothney (1974:741 notes, bhisan herds

were beginning fo shrjnk gericusly on  the rarthern and
eastern plains of Rupert’s Land., Second, opportunitiss fon
the trade of agricultural produce with the States wsrs
increasing. In other words, agriculture was becoming 2
commercially wviable pursuit, Because of this, along wiih
the constant resistance of the Métis , the Hudson's Raw

Company monopaoly had falien into dizrepute. Simgpson, in his

report (38 of  June £, 1855, states that no less tham SO0
carts carrying 800 Thbs of goods had left the Setflsment +For

g%, Paul that »ear. Also, by 1852 stegamboat operaticns had
begun on  the Red River between the old colony and St. Taul.
A2 Kare (19EF1224) points ocut, the intabitants af Fupert s

itz with

i

Land were linked wup through the American merch

“industrial Americax’ arnd its markets;

s menticned before, the majority of Métis Runters ssoe
to have reacted in one of two wars  to the changing
circumstances, Several hundred of them moved south of ths

sorder to Fembina, Morth Dakots fo continue as hunisrs or bo
become  =mall traders, For those who wizshed to continus =



more  “traditicnal’ way of life, this new site offered many

advantages, It was in easy reach of the biszon SrEZing

ot
0]

grounds  and it was closer to the lucrative @merican mark

[y(3

imajor  settlementz on  the Mississippi were only 400 mils

13
113
1

1R Also, a large trading post owned By the Americarm Fur
Company  and run by W. Kittson, 2 man who had extensius kin
tiss  with Métis living in Saint-Bonifzxce, was cpened up in
Fembina in 1244, (Klassen, 1743158 Simpson ({37) wrote in

1846 of many Métiz migrating permanently towarde the Fembin

o

albea, forming the nucleus of a8 ssttlemsnt”. Hawse
(1R&7:232) writes of SO0 Megtis lezving the Settlement in

1837 For Saint-Paul, zituated 20 miles up the Pembina river.

Simpson  wrote again of 3 large Métis cut-migration inm hi

11

June Eﬂtﬁb, 184% repart;

"

Mr. Belcourt <a prisst popular with ths
Métis Fuho has estabklished himssl+
w1+h:n &2 shaort distance of the American
Fur Trading Establishment at Fembina, of
American  territary, has  attractes S
poputation of about 300 halfbresseds zbout
him , and the prospescts held forth in
hiz letter to Paschal Brelang, alrsads
referred ta, hzave detErminsd = great
mrar s cthers  to the Gmerican territory,
at Pembina this sexson, indeed. I think
it likelw that the grester portion =f
tha Canadian  halfbresds aof Red Riusr
will proceed there .. (320

vemphasis mimsd

Despite Governor Simpson‘s fear of tezing a11 his Métis

population many  did stay behind at Red Fiver, A Seoment of
these ramaining Metiz attempted an adjustmant to changing
condi tions. As Giraud (1745:281) pointed ot s segment of

the remaining Métis popuiation began to sxpand and d

m
o



their Jand holdings. Made uneasy by the growing rumors. of
gnstern expandsion (Sprague, 1981:4) arnd  aware  fhat the

bison  herds were thinning out in the vwicinity of the col o
they sszscalated thsir demands for ths regularization of theipr
possession of the land and beoan gapanding the importance of

agriculture in  their subsistence base. These effarts wayld

continue well into ths 1370z (39,

Métis attempts at sscuring official recogni tion of
their possession of land can be documented in the Points &
Eraygette  area, In  accordance with the 1840 Councii of
Assiniboia proctamation 18 Fointe & Groustte headz of

families requested between 18427 and 154% that the cfficial

SUMRE Y ar for Assiniboia, Roger Goulst, coms  and  maks

it
"t
oy
=
o}

official note of which tracts of land thew wsr

{4070, Im  total ther claimed 28 river lots (I0 ta 14 chains
wide, twe miles deepd., @Arother 30 Métiz heads of families

would later claim in personal  affidavits o have takan

possessian of their l=ts and cuplied them prior to 1870
(4is, In short, approximatsly &0% of the river lots seem -

have heen nr:up;ﬁd and worked by 13247,
I+ one examines the Executive Fslief Committes’ =

-

statistical report. (42 $or the Fzarizh of Sainte-Aogat

~t
o
i

=t
i

different Jevels of commitment to agricultural pursui

among  the Métis may be documented. This report asbked the
infarmants (hexds of families) what the wield had besn o
the wheat and potato crops in 1947 and {842, These tigures
should be regarded as minimums Ffor, in 18£7, crops were



.o,

partially destroyed by grasshoppers cSprenger, 1%72:84 and

()]

their dependents that are lizted as Tiwing in Fointe 3

Grouetis had an. average, per family, of 2.0 horses, 1.52

axen, 1.¥4 cows, 1.8% calves in 1347, For that wear thew
harvested 77.1 bushelszs of wheat and 47.72 bushsls of potatoss
each. These figures (43), however, are slightly misieading.
Seven Metis family _uﬁiti harvested 1150 bushels of whest
and  &70  bushsls of potatoes among themzslues, Susragsd,

each of these seven families had a minimum of 4.1 ICCeS Somn

in wheat as opposed to lsss than one scre per remaining 12
familiss (44! In other words, 72.4Y and 74.8% of the whesznt

and  potatce crops  were  zecured by 24,8 of the familiszs in

FPointe &% Groustte, These seven families cwned 459 of all

f

the livestock.
Theze seven families are reprezentative of a number of

Métis who opted for a2 largely agrarian lifsstvle. Feour of

these "families along with & Toww agrarian productivity omss

sgem  to hawve alsoc been involued in the freighting busi

for they cwned twe or mors oxen. Jossnh Serthelet sanior and

family, the most agriculturally productive unit im the arez
- he cultivated 12,03 acres - had 2 ocxen! Combining
freighting and farming wxs possible because frejighting oid

M
=]
el
o

Tabor, unlike the bizon A

not reguire specizlized |
Wlomen couid stay behind and tend the land.

It is probably  incorrect
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fami-lies as having indepandentiy achisved roe

affluence, I+ one lacgks at the genealogy chart (45 zome

startling information shows Up. Six of thesse sszven
wmEre wery ciossly o allisd! The names of the saevs:

Berthelet dumiaor, (o) Georges Klwne, ¢dy Louis Larocgue, e

Alex Marin, ©Ff) Louis Morin, and gy Jean Baptists Dubois.
Joseph  Berthelet ssnicr $a) had & son named Jozeph Berthelst

Juniar  (hi, Joseph Berthslet zenior (a) alse Had  one
zister, Marie, who waz married to Louis Larooque (ds,

Joseph Berthelset senior had =z daughter married to Georges

Klwme (o), And again, Joseph Bertheslet sesnior ) alsc mad
2 daughter, Ellice, who was married to &lex Morin ted. Ale
Morin  ted had a Father called Louis Morin (43, Tean

"

ik

Baptiste Dubois was the anly hesd of arn “aftfluenit” Familsw

erntioned

i+
o
m
1
r
[}
T
=]
T

without close kin ties ta  any  of

families.

[x2]
s
i

ides having claose kinship tiss, these $ami

in UEry close proximity to  each  other (483, ral

L
L£H
£
A
i1
i
1
-]

Berthelet senior claimed lots 252, S5FF an

Jozeph Berthelet  juniar possessed lots 522 and 555, Jsan
Baptiste Duboiz tived on lat S81 znd claimed lots

J8%¥.  Louis Larcaogue occcupied lots 388, ST0 and S7i. Morin
zenior  worked lots 574, SP4,  S7Y and STE with cne of &
other  sons, Louis Morin Jumior. Fipalls &ew Marin lived on

Though more examples waould  Ee needed  to weridy fhe
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alang  the banks of the AResiniboine and Red Rivers,

gr o ing pattern of antagonistic relstionszships ootwse

dependent Metis producers and merchants, accompanisd ov
narrading  of rescurce bases for these producers,...azt lsas
up  tax the 18507=. The 17th century alzo witnessad Métis
attempis to react to s Frecarious subsistence bazs b

T

resource  diversificaton znd militant economic and politic

demands (4%, From 1821 to 1870 the interests of the Mt
and those of the Hudson’sz Bay Company would be diamstricasl!
opposedy  “These are niradictions inherent $o capitalis

gratems, mercantile or other: advantage for some necessarilw

impliss disadvantage for cthers’ {Lenin, (S47:175:,
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relationship to merchant capital  in any significant waw.
They wers= still dependent on the companiss primarily for in

buring up of surplus produce. This permitted the =
outfit  themzelues with real aor oerceived neceszities not
Tocally manufactured.
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of antagonistic relationships based on ocwnership  alcong
tamily lVines of means of production and praguctive resources
were develaoping in Métis communities, In Poimte & Grousits
far  ewample, by 1847 there was an cbuious differsnce Defwes



& Joseph  Berthelet senior who had harvested

wheat  and cwned 8 oxen and & Gabriel Houle cr an

who had little or no apparent means of subsistencs
In chapter three one of the things I will

whether the apparent process of sinternal different
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seemingly greater attachment by =z segment of the P
population to  the land had  anw impact o the

post-1370 fspersal, That all the Métiz lest the

=tudyr iz a given. But which family left when
apparent reasons (zale or lass of Titigation pr
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CHAPTER THREE: The Dispersal

Sectiocn &2 Intrudu:tary Comments

Sections B ard C of chapter three deal with jssues
considered central by such authors as D. N. Sprague (1%80a,
1980b, 19812 or Morris Zazlow (1%71) to Métis aut-migration

sles cent

i

of  Manitoba after 1870, These | roarcund: Ffirst,

the Mani toba “ct and  the amendments  ta the aradian
government brought to bear on ity and second, the

peculators whom native groups accuse of swindling the Métis

"t

population of most of itse Jands. One such group, the

ssociaton of Métis and Mon-Status Indians of Saskatchewan

1=

il

LAMMSIEY,  further argues that these speculatorz had th
tacit consent i not the outright collaboration of
gouvernment officials.

The fourth and largest section of this chapter deals

specifically with Pointe 3 Grouette and its Métis residents.

This section, based on information =acquired through  an
intensive study of the Sainte-fAgathe River Lot Files,
attempts to determine the impact of both the Manitoba a&ct

tors, on the

51l

amendments  and the activities of the specul
dJifferent Métis Familiez of the =zrex. Factors such as
previous extended Ffamily land wuse, length of residency,
level of education, extent of kin tiez and relative wealth
are examined for possible correlations with Métis departure

date

m



Sectian_E: The Manitobz &act

Because of the organized resistance pul up by fhe Plétis
of  Hed River, & ssction of FRupsrt's Lard entersd the
Camadian Daminion as the province of Manitoba, its

colitical and administrative structure was bazec on &

document  referred to as the “Mani toba Aoty which had besn

necotiated with warving dsgrees of good Faith  hy  ths
concerned  partiegs in 1870 (Sprague, 1¥80sx, 19805, 19S1:, In
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officiaxlty recognized by the Britiszh by
means  of  an Imperial  Statute  krnown as the “Britiash ih

America Act  of 18717, Within this status was & nows)
clause which had not been part of the originzl document =ent
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an gowernment. This clause, which would b

anad

canuvenientls ignored by Canadian officials in the wezrs fo
came, stated:
it shall not b
Farliament of the
grovisions of arny
sl statutss the
future,,., 12
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ones  which had direct relevance to the rezsidents of Foinmte X
Grouette, Sprague (158034220 statesz in refersnce  to

i
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ubzaction thras

Sub-ssction three SRVE the S ame
aEsuUrance fo another class of setflers,
pErsons wiho ccoupied  tand with  the
zanction and under  the license and
authority of the H.BE.C. without® =uch
tand having been formaliw granted. This
Lo S to protect  persons who o setiled
without prior grant bSut whose SCOUDANTY
had not caused protest,  and resceived
tacit recoanition  in  accordance with o
provision for  homestesaders adopted
the Council of assinibsia in 18940,

As mentioned in the previcus chapter, =zixtzen

families, one French-Canadian {Paschal Dilorme who married

O
-
—+
o
i}
—_
e
i
~+
1]
e
o,
o]
5
3
-
¥
=
o
i1
e
AR
i
~+
-
i
i
=
.
+
13
~h
3
"
5
I

this categorw (33, They had a certificate b 1

sdrveror, Roger Goulet, describing the lands thew

Thes W, by and large, the group who had cpted for 2 mare
agrarian life-stvle, The other inttabitants of Points i
Grovette +211 intos subsection four of zection thirtw—tun ot
the Manitoba @ct. Thizs cubsection dealt wiith the zecols,
whether within  or  without the =stélement et (4F, whao
claimed | posseszion of tracts of Jand Eut had nzusr had s

namina] Company recognition. Mozt of thesze, S T
TEragus C1PE02:427  ware the hivernants whe pursged o
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variety of non-farming occupations.  Thouah thesy congi:

themselues and  were conszidered Ry thei: e ohDogrs o :

Being the owners of their parcel of st oA
zuch S lelog the land--zside From o nooAST
builiding & small house. A notable e o
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Fointe & Grousetts was Joseph Berthelst sn.  who was ths
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arga’s most prospercus man.  He mever zesms *o haus bomihersd
s to have bDothersd

acguiring & certificate of land claim from Rocer Soulei!

4 Groustts heads of familizs 48
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into Canada, frecording to Sprague  (IF80a, 1FS20L, 19913

result of making i¥ increasingly difficult fom
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the fMeétiz to acquire their oromized letters—patent to the
land  they occcupied. MEtis fatling into categoriss thres
arnd  four  of  sscticn thirty—fwo wers gspecially valmerablse,
Faving never been officiallw recognized as tandesd propert
cemers by the previous  administration. The ondly %

recagnition  the Métizs held, the Council

did not zsem to carrw
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the eves of the Canadian government. M= maentionaed :
il the residents of FPoints & Groustte were onlsw rnominal oor
unofficial ococcupiers of land in governmental zsseszemsnits of
the =situatian. Had the spirit of the Manitobs Sct =een
followsd, theze people would =till  hauve became the Tegad
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in the @Administration of Manitoba Land Claims (8F0-1887v
dizcusses eleven statutory aliterationz to the Mapit Aol
which  oocurred between  the wvears 1870 and (887, Siuve of
these deal directly with the river lots and their cocupanis.
The First of these amendments was passed on ¢ s LEFL,

This  statute repealed subssction three and four of section
thirty—two and substituted 2 mors siringent definition of
"peaceable possession’ asz  the prerequisits for claiming =
river tot CERrRgQUE 1FE0a:435), Improvementis——i .2,
agricultural  work, housing, materizl pozsessions, sto.—-hzo
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nunters who, x5 discussed in chapter two, had 2 calendar of
activity which conflicted swith agricul tural pursuits this
Was ta be a fatsl blaw.

I+ thess hunting Métis persesversd in their land claims
ther faced ancther major sethack ths f o wear (1ETS
On Apeil 2th, 1875 the date for ssbabl |
claim 2 riwver lot  was altered for no obuic
March Sth, 184%  to July 15, 1870, This
#n  great problem till one remembers that, bw mid-July., mozt
ot the  humrting ssgment of the oopulation was ot on
the plains (Sprague, 1981:34)!)  On the zzme dats ¢ LETE
another  amendment to the Manitoba Act wasz pazsed, termed
ACt respecting conflicting claims to lands of DECUREnTS L
Mari toba® (Sprague, 1780a:43570, Sprague comments



The mor e stringent tests for
gztablishing laims by oocupancy beogan
to generate complaints &z =oon az the
measure wxs enacted, But o conflictineg
claim bil? {1875:2.0.0.53) was e

crder  to prevent such cases from

to court...Laird esxplained that
coclaimsn zgainst  the LCrown werse
setiled through the Degpartment...

This prevention of caszes coming to court meant th
Métizs had little recourse cpen to them if thew fsit th
been dealt with injusti. The Department of the In
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A trars decisians %t¢  their slected representatives, Hut
these seemed ftc have besn equally helpless, or unwilling, o
defend the “01d Settiesrs’ rights LSpraque, 1P80R182%.

On april 12, (274 am &ct as pazsed desaling wiith ‘roads
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amendments, portions "of  river lots  were  withe

M

opatenting. Besides complicating and delaring the
process, this meant that CCoupants received cnly b
pieces of their originad claim!

The final amendment which had a grest imoact ar

tet claimantz was entitled “amn &ct fo the Final =seti
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Al occupants of land described in 5.8.3
and S.5.4 to apply for patents bv May
lst 1882 and provided for the removal of
unsuccessful  applicants or non—compliant
aocupants after that date...

Section C: The Speculators
Three distinct groups emerged in the post-1270

trafficking of Métis lands. The targest, most powerful, and

affluent af these was composed of “white Anglo-Saxon
Protestants” caming cut of eastern Canada, especially
Toraonto. They were not only personally rich, but alsc
represzented eastern merchant, industrial and finance Capital

and  were often guite praminent politicians at the federal
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xnd  provincial levels. MNext came the FRoman O
With funds coming from Québec and +rom France, it purchased
large tracts of lands, sspecially in the older parishes on

the banks of the Red and &zziniboine Rivers. Finaily, thers

exjisted . an educated affluent Métie Fetty EBourgeocisis
centered in Saint-Boniface also engaged in the buying and

selling of land, though an a much smaller zcale.
Authore  such  as D. M. Spracgue (17202, 17200, 1981 and

members of the Asscciaticn of Metis and Mon-Status Indians

askatchewan {1978 1#7%a 12790 have discussed
L] 3

=
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speculation on Metis lands quite sesxtensively in  theip
publications. Thaough researchers have =emphasized the
patterns of alienation of the Métiz land grants fsection 21

of  the Manitoba act), as opposed to the O1d Setflers river
lot  grants (section 32, certain similaritiss are nated. In

both thezse
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rpes  of  land arants, the speculators ssem to
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case, the government collakorated by jssuing
the szcorip  in the rname of the Mdtiz olaimants &=
these documents o the peonle who Rad rights
attorney. I zome cxses, Métis would only §
tirst, they had ogiven their rights awayr, and
the land had been patented and the deed sent o
whern ther went to the land cffice to inguire on
their claims (AMNSIS, 177FP%FL:3!

These speculators were succeszz=ful in man
federal qovernment in threes different =
L#7%bs 30, First, they ensured that ifhe gousr
action to protect the rights of the Métis and ¢
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On ancother leswel, the Roman Catholic Church becames

o
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tuely  invaoluved in the buying and dezling of !

lots, Fobert Painchaud in his=s 1577 FPFhk.d. thesizs, Ths

Catholic Church and French Speaking Colonization in Mestarp
Canada, states that the Church Tesders wers well apizrs of
the =significance of the trarsfer, and the importance of
their own involuvement in inFluencing the course of shio

of  this most precious nmatural reoour
through  the “Corporation Archidpiscopal
de Zaint-Boniface’, hmegan securing !ands
alzo organized in 1874 ‘la  Sociéts
Manitoba’, whose aim it was  to promote  ths movement of
French—-Canadians inte the province cPzinchaud, (977128,

Such land purchases were fupded by ‘“hancfactors®  £r0om

Québsc, Maniioba and France,. Some of these, e
ezpecially  actiuve i the parizh of Sainte-Soaths, wers
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And from Québec  thers  was oat !

Sarrarin investing in Métisc lTanmds finmic:29y, S S e, %
majority  of  these peoole were motivaisd Sr the oo [
of  profits, and expecied zome returns on fReir imvestments.
Fainchaud helisves Taché and the iryotued in




the Tand deals were only interestd in “control rather than
arofite’, for  ther wanted to maintain & French-Cathelic
Fresence i the ol d parizhes that the Métis wers

Tabandoning” Cikid:iZT.
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the land to the clergy after having taken the decision
teaving, or were being convinced By the cleraw to masd west
and  leave their lands Ffor “professional’ French-Tamad) an

Catholic AFarmers From  the United Dtates ar Oudbers, iz
difficult o determine. What iz bnown iz that Tachs had 3

=

the Métis popultation and that he doubted the Pty I
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withstand the “enticement

# Métis petty bourgecisie developed after the sus

of the lxte 1240°= when the ambitions of the frae traders
and  the  monopoly of the Hudsons Saw Lompany came o A heno
and  the traders won. This mivsd-blood 2iite was centered in
Zaint-Boniface and cTasel; allied with the scclssiastics’
authorities to be found there, This nascent entregrensuris

2iass:  of free traders was willinogly co-aptsed in the =
and 182072 inta  the patermalistic gouvarnment =s% up by ths
Hudson's  Bay Company. The company perceived this olazz to
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2o h Métiz traders and farmers zs Francois Erumeau, Rogse

Grart, none of the Métis hunting class and only a faow of the
Targe farmers in  Saint-Boniface swer had acress to these
positions, Small traders  were the frue Métiz elits in Red
Fiver, Theae wealthy Bois-Bralde seem to have had & greater
SEnse of affinity with incoming Frernch-canadians, the
Company officials and the Clergy  than  their F211ow
countrymen  who wers of & similar “sthnic” oricin Dut of @
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Theze people on  the whole Sid we foonromote
the Metis cause while Filling their appointed positions.
The congerns of the Métis hunters and small =coals =
were not their  cwn. As Gosman (1FFF:22) paoints out, th
zg&em  to  have been more  jntsressted in pramoting their own
ends  and enriching themselves through their p;iit?&ﬁic Thew

2t no time agitated fto have public caositions opened to bhe

runter  class, and  they actiusly engaged i cRetn
favaoritism (ibidiZ3). Gosman (1577128 describes #hiz =) e
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pursuit of the thunt. More aover their
lives Were more  zettled, and asz «
consequence thesir children were able to
attend school regulariy.
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This indigenous petiy bourgeoi
considerable power during the 1850°s and 18407 was largsly
passive during “les événaments’, and rosze to prominence
after Manitoba’s sntry into Confederation (Gosman, 177:15:.,
With the advantage of relative wealth and education, these
Métie were =zahle ta adapt to the nesw ordesr of things quitse

uccessfully, Iin Fact =zeweral of them, =uch 2z Salomon

i

Hamelin and William Deaze, became smxll time speculators in

Métis land!

These facts are interesting., They point to the srrar
made by many researchers {Schimanowski, 19505 Morton, 17385
Mealduff, 1748 in treating the Métis rebellions and the

subsequent dispersal az “ethnic” problems, i.e. ons ‘race”

another ‘race”’ with radically different attitudez and
values, The fact that & certain verw specific element of
Métis society was able to adapt itsel+ gquite well *g changed
circumstances points to & class—related sjtuation. The

so-called rebellion and dispersal were the reactions of =z

specific socioc-economic class ¢ some non Métis such == P,

Dionme lost land in Bainte-fAgathe) being preszsured aut first

b¥ in-coming Eastern merchant and finance Capital twhether
Tar or clergical? and <second by  an indigenous patty
bourgeaoisie ir =1 position to  take adwantage of the

opportunities brought in by the aboue menticoned Capital,
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Section [ Kinship Patterns in Pointe & Groustts and their
elationship to Land Claims
1% The Berthelet Clan
Mear the #nd of the {3407z, Josenh Borthelet an

I 1847, & »ear of partial craop faiiure, ke had harvestasd
220 bushels of wheat snd 130 bushels of potatosz.  This

of lTarnd deuvaoted o ths

in

meant he had a2t least tweluse zcre

i

cultivation of whesat, sazily 45¢ more than th

Sl wme TR
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affiuent man in  the area, Georges

son—in—1taw, Berthelst ocwned ‘twice =a= Many QOx&n 0o wWas

rxising more calwves than anvbody slze. Onlw ane man, sgain
Georges Hlyne, could claim to own more cows than he oo,
The only arez  where one could say Joseph Berthelet oo, wasz
tacking was in horses; he anly ocwned cns in ! The man
wio oid own the most horzesz (5) in Pointe & Sroustts was
Ailexandre Marin, husband to  Joseph EBertheist serior‘s
daughter Elice.
Two tactors, azide  Ffrom ambition  ang 1 .

probabl cruciasal in Jozeph  EHerthelst sspnicr's maiter s
SUCCRSS, The first to ke discussed iz hiz ancestrw, E
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Lagimodidre Families in Métiz Soceity 1830 -1 280", vomments
that among the Uo=and-coming agricultursl!y—or bed
families in Saint-Boniface in 1849 was the family of acre
Jozeph Savorard, Exr that wear he and hHiz family wsrs
sultivating ower 20 acres of land (Gosman, 19FF:315, Inm 51!

the early dacuments, for sxampie thg Relisd Zommit =
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Barthelelat’ Extended ‘Farmily {préduclive mémbers)
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Berthelet =n.
"Joseph  Berthelst

‘Berthelet’,

ot
1
L

‘designa

=83

his eldest son is simply

file’., Savovard of

relation of Joseph

perhaps an uncle., He

Joseph Berthelet sn., qet

zed in Zaint-Bonitacs

11

2=

would explain why Joseph

alder men in the parish

name . It
role in the

leading

Pointe & Groustts |

“Ancther Saint-Boniface

hiz paper as having achisved

headed by Louis

oM e

S ame man as  Louis

tJoseph  Berthelet seniocr’s

the 1370 District

legal documente contained

Berthelet’'s maiden name i=s

true, Joseph Berthelet =n.

the help of an afflusnt

Berthelet senior’ s

itlustricus family names.

EBartheles
would have been

started

setting wup

Latertd,

Laterty,

wouilid have been able to cou

sans—in—"1 aw

-
1

v Fointe & Grouette ‘=

For example,
designated as
Saint-Boniface

wWas probabiy a

t =n. of Fointse & Groustts,

in a position to

in agriculture. A wouth
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of a Cathaolic in

tamily menticoned by Gosman in

agricultural success in

have besn th

f2

Thiz may well

Laterty Gerthelet”

Marie

father., For, outside of

returns,

spelled ‘Lafertd’, 14 this
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N
L
o
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ather—in—1azw,. Soms of Jozeph



Kiv¥ne’s and the Larccgue’s were also large farming units in
Saint-Boniface.

.
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Praobably even more impaortant  than Joseph Berth

to Saimt-Boniface was hiz sxtenzsive network within ths

iy}

tig:

I

community of Pointe & Grouette . Thizs man had, that we krow

of, twelve <children and one married sizter liwing in the

area in 1270, I+ hi=s children’s =spcuses, his grandchildren
p 3 o

and his =i

K}

ter’s family are counted, Joseph Berthslet =n.

in

was closely related (i.e. 'éther, father—in-law, brother,
brother—in-law, arandfathesr, husband or wuncle? to a grand
total of 352 people! This means nearly one third of all the

parish of Sainte—Agathe had a close kin relaticnship to him!

No other senior family head could claim to have such an
gxtensive kin network. The next biggest clan, sven when

counting in-laws, only amoumted &0 30 peaple. 429 less
than the Berthelet)., This was the Louwis Morin clan.
The - impression o e gets when going through the

Sainte-mgathe River Lot Files was that, first, inheritance

was bilateral, and thaé two, & man could sxpect ar affluent
father—in-law to gi@e him land and probably also tocols and
animals. In the nineteenth century, when ggricul tural work
was  daone by manual rather  than mechanical means, it was

praobably  to  the advantage of an older man to have zs many

»oung  healthy =zons  and sons—in-law 23 possible setiling
nearb., xchangse of labor, znimals  and tools could thern
procesd mors easily through kin ties. The Berthelets, hsing

such =z fTarge group, were thus in an idexl position.



In the ares studisd, indirect references, uia

affidavits written up for land claims, are made to eight
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gifts of 1land améﬁg kin. Three timesz th
& man giving land to his son—in-law, twice a man giving land
to his own son, twice a man giving lTand to his dauvghter, and
tinally, wonce, a man giving land to his brother—in—-1aw.
After 1870, no gifts of land are recaorded inm the Riwver Lot
files,

Besides hawving close links to more people than any
cther head of family in the communitwy, Joseph Berthelet =,
was closely atlied with some of the wealthisst men after Him

in Pointe & Grouetts, s the Bsrt
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illustrates, Joseph Berthelet could lar claims of o
family ties to Ffour of the six cther afflusnt men in the

areal These ars: Lowis Larocque, hise brother—in-7aw and
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GFeorge
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in the parishi hi;
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fourth riches

Morin, second and sewenth richest men
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Klwrne and &

respectively; and finally, Joseph BRerthelet in.y hi=z son,

fifth most  agriculturally productive mam  in Points &
Srousttis, Three ather vyoung married men, not belonging to
the group of ‘wealthy <eeven’” can be linked +o Joseoh
Berthelet sn.’ The first two are his s=on antoine BEerthelist,

1]
.}
TH ]

and another son-in-law, Louis Houle. The third crne is

niece’s husband, Boniface Laplante. &11 three in the jats

ilies armd were n[not 2=

=

12ad- = had smaller wyounger fxa

of their extanded fam]

o

r

i1l

agriculturally productive az nth

cofiorts, Thizs ite¢ probably explained by the fact that thew
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were wounger and therefore had not had as much of = chan

D]

to establish themselves., Their crop vields armd animals ar

m
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included ir the tabulations for the EBerthelet s collectiw

weal th.
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fad a minimum
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The PRerthelet’s extended family in 1
of 40 acres under wheat cultivation., It had harvestsd 1,042
bushels of wheat and S15 bushels of potatoes. Ther had
herds of 20 hor

2%, 13 oxen, 1% cows with 1% calves. Taksen

a

it

as & unit the Berthelet extended family waz by far the most
agriculturally committsd kin unit imn =211  the parish of
Sainte—-dgathe,

Joseph Berthelet sn. and hisz famiix, besides having
probable ties- with Saint-Boniface and an exténsiue ne fwaork

of  kin inm Fointe & Groustte, also had ties with the
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Judicial  system. On May 29, 1871,

sonsg—in-law were named Justices of the Feace for the county

of  Provencher! Georges Hirne and Alexandre Morin were
afficially designated to thege positions by Gouvernor
Archibald (&, Georges Klyne was aliszeo nominated az ore of
the five judges for the county of Frovencher in 1871 ¢7).
Thizs was besides sitting in fhe provincial legislature =zince
1870! Also, another of his sons, Joseph Eerthelet jn. was
nominated Justice of the Peace in the mid-18707=. |

The Berthelet family, with itz relative econcmic
prosperity, its large szupport npetwork, and its  legal
conmections  should have been the best placed of all ths

Métizs familiesz in Poirte & Growette to withstand sastern
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encroachment. However by 19219 the 14 river lots claimed b

Berthelet or hi

1]

kin had passed out of their hands., The

I

change—over are examined below,. &9 Shown

patterns of thi
in appendix 1381 {2) the Berthelet extended family claimed

ownership to 14 river lots possessed prior to 1870, They

received patentse for & total of five river lots., This i

cess rate of 31.0M for the most numerous,

e

onty A su

well-connected familw in Pointe 3 Grouette., MNone of these

river lots were in Berthelet hands by 1902. Three af theze

Taots were worked by French~Canadians from Sxinte-Anne des

Plaines and Saint-Guillaume. dne of them may have besn
Métis through his mother But she was a  “Yandzl’ not s
Berthelet. One of the patented lots zppears unworked in

1902 and 1%1%¥ and was probabkly held up far specu}atiﬁe
puUrposes, The last of the Five lots, lot 575 claimed by
Alex Morin, was ultimately patented to him but deljvered to
& French-Canadian lawyer, J. &, Bernier, who apparently was
his assignee. When the patent was izsued in 1877, Morin was
residing in 8t. John, MNorth Dakota. From the text of the
Tast letter dictated by Morin to the D#nadian Gowernment, it
would seem the Métiz had no idex he had Manded ouver <laims

river 1ot (P3! This toss of right to land through
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dubious legal activities seems to have besrn quite frequent

during FEArS folliowing the entry of Manitoba into
Confederation., The Association of Métis and MWorn—-Statys
Indians of Sashkatchewan (SMNSIS statesz in refsrence to

Manmitaba:
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he Manitoba M™Métise Land
Commission & great deal of outright
fraud and collusion was practiced b
speculators and government officiale.
Im many cases the people entitled to
land grants andsor scrips did not suen
know their titles or scrip had been
granted, The practice of acquiring the
right to land or scrip through the use
of aszignments T OWAS prevalent.
Speculators had aCCEES to advance
information as to when grs in &
particular parish would ke de
They alsoc had advance acces
parish list which identifis
potential recipients. Assignments
quit <claim deeds were often oh
»ears before & land grant was ma
were then dated after the fact,
of Attorners were also widely uzed...
(AMMNESISE, 177%:2:

Aoccording to ok

Gf the other elswen lots, =ix were =old by their

M
P

original claimants, before the patents were izsued., Th
went for  sums wvarying from  $350.00 ta $300.00 ¢CMDO 15i th
another one selling for ‘wingt-cing Louis sterling’ which
wWas worth about $121.50 {CND) circa 1870. Mone of these
tots  were zold to in-coming farmers directlw. Ome, 1ot 577,

was indirectly bought hy Dornald A, Smith, & prominent

Monmtréal banker. Three were sold by the Métis tao the Foman
Cathaotic Church. Another was bought by one John Guidon whe
eventually sold it to Father Samoisetts jn the 1280°=., The

lot  bought with sterling pounds went te the Honcrable Joseph
Rearal. Finally, the last Berthelet 1ot to he bBought went to
the infamous Dr. John Schultz,

OFf course it is difficult to know how valid these zales
wWere, Since the Métiz population was Targely illtiterate and

Justices of the Psace had only to know Row to zigrn their



names, it is impossible to know i+ the Bois-Bralés actually
understood the nature of the documents rscording the

transactions; indeed if they swen resalized they wers making

s sale. Certainly cheating them would have been 2asy., UOne
wonders  if they received the axact amount of money staxted on

these documents they couldn’t decipher.

mn

Another example, similar to Alex Morin‘s, of 2 PMét|

in

not realizing he had givenm awa» his rights to hiz land i
that of Boniface Laplante. He claimed possession of lot S72.
In 1897, Roger Goulet at the Land Claims office receiﬁed =4
inquiry by Laplantse reguarding thes state of his zwaitsd
patent, Upon research, Goulet found a letter dated 270195
from the ‘tand commissiconer Smith writing to a Mr. Burguesss
stating that +this land was recommended for patent in favor

i, Goulet then

Y

of lWm. Farace, a banker in Climton, Ont:

wrote to Smith on 87271898 commenting: 1 told him
{(Boniface Laplante® I werilw believed this Vot had already
been patented to somebody im virtue of his having sold it

before., .., ! Laplante seems to have had mno ides that he Fad

-+
"1

retimguished his rights the land. In fact, thsre iz =&

quit claim deed to Wm Farace from Beonjface Laplants in the

files for a value of one dallar.

Gf the remaining thres lotz, the interests of the cne
claimed by Catherine Lafertéd were relinquished to a2 Thomas
A. Atchiszson faor $£75.00. One claim was newsr srtertsined
tlot  S558) because the claimant, Louis Houle, liwved and

“improved” only the section of his holdings which was on the
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west side of the Red River (1ot Sa9%), leawving the eas

section for hay and firewood. He therefore, presumably, was

unablse to meet the occupancy reguirements demanded b
amendment no 3 of the Manitoba &ct passed on 2E/5°1873.  The

tast ot had a patent pending for Alex Morin, but in {8%% he
had s=still not paid certain ‘seed grain mortgages” éxecutgd
B» him upon the lot. Thrse vearz later this 1ot was being
worked by x  French—-Canadian  from Eaxtcn Falle (fMass.h,
Jean-Bxptiste Courcellss. It fi unclear how this ot suer

ended up in Courcellez’ hands.

The PBerthelet extended family did not fare verw wsl] in
the Fointe & Groustte arsa. Of  the 52 pecple noted as
family members in 1870, only four peapie, two men and two

women, could ke traced ag descendants in the 19179 parish
SUrYvey, One was Boniface Laplante jn., whoze great-uncie
had been Joseph Berthelet sn. He had been born inm 1S£3 of

Boniface Lapiénte and Angélique Laroccque. His {deceased:

wife was Carcline Laferté of the Pointe & Groustte Laferts,
He had had & children who in 1919 were between the ages of
10 amd 24 wears old. He must have been a very poor man

# the Church did not require him to pay a vearly fiths

111

oy

r

in 1717, Alsa, no river lot pnumbsr is found mext to R
name in the census.

There was alsc one  Jean—Baxptizte Berthelet Tiving in

Sainte—Agathe in 19179, Heg was the s=son of & Charlzszs
Barthelet not listed in the 1270 Census, Howewer,
Jean—-Baptiste was born in Sainte-Agathe in 1887 and he was



presumably related to ths Fointe & Groustte Berthelet, He

too was considered poor and exempt from paring tithe., His
mother WaS Maris Laplante who  wae  =still Tiwving in
Sainte—fgathe in 1719, She was the daughter of Boniface

Laplante and &ngéligue Larocgue. Presumably, Marie marrisd
the zon of one of her mother s cross-cousins.

Alsoc living in Sainte-Agathe in 1919 was one Ernestine
Fontaine born on  the S5/941870 in  a place called Mattick

(=ic?y. Her mother was called Philoméne Laplante and maw

1)

have bkeen related to  the old Fointe & Groustte Laplante.

1]

She and her husband gave a $1.00 tithe to 1“abbé Rocan for

the wear (%1%, They worked river lTot 5732, whose original

1
~+
Te

claimant seems to have been Bonifacs Laplante, but this

missing from the archives.

1t
1

Of the eight “BEerthelet’ lots that appear as “sales” in
the FRiver Lot files, five were zold after spring 18759; thst

igy after the First and second yltra wvires amendmentsz

pertaining to river lots made to the Manitchbs Aot had
passed, Az discussed in section crne of this chapter, thesse
changes to  the Act made |t increasingly difficult for Métis
heads of Ffamilies to meet the necessary prerequisite faor

applring for a lot., The octher lots on which the Berthsist

4
128
Um ad
It

had presumabkly received patentz were =2ither sold,
abandoned by the Mixed-bloods, or thess people were kicked
off... The tenth amendmsnt +o the Manitoba &ct allowed
authaoritises to do so.

that

What is interesting with this family
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nevertheless there is documented proof that at least some of

the Berthelet did not jeave because of = “Jowve of the wiid”’

L d

ary lite’. Giwvean their

i
L1
i

and their “distaste For e dan

ot

pre—-187 commitment to  agricul

m

ure, and  their date of
teave-taking, this would have been surprising in any case,.
Joseph Berthelet n., son of Joseph Berthelet =n. and fifth

targest planter of wheat in Pointe & GBroustte in 1847, soid

his 1ot 583 to the Honcrable Joseph Rowal in 1874, Sinces he
was resziding on 1ot 585 at the time he mav hauve had
difficulty meeting the occupancy requirement. However, the
second 1ot he claimed was patented in his name in 1877,

Mothing im the files indicates whether the patent  was
received by him or sent toc an assignee. What iz known is
that by 1885 Joseph Berthelet jn. and his wife Francocisse
Caron had moved to the new settlement of Aubiony ten miles

south <(Eidse, 17B80:222). Hiz mew Farm was situated juzt

14}

zouth of the present-day sit of  the wvilltags. When hs
arrived the land was all bush and had to be cleared B human
and horse power. After Joseph Barthzlet junior’s desnth, hRis
zan Faul and his wife Rose~Emma Martineau remzined on the
family farm., Paul‘s brothar Edcuard, nicknamed “Prosper’,
settled on 3 farm further south omn St. Marv’s Foad with Ria
wife Malvina Wandal. Children of both bBrothers are 2till
living and farming in Aubigny todar.

It iz difficult to hbeliews that Joseaph EBerthelet jn.

lett Pointe & Grouette where he had cleared fislds, =
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Joseph Berthelet

d his wife,
1900

2

jn. an

i Caron, circa
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house, and tiwed all his 1ifs, witlingly——especially fo mous

Just ten miles =outh toe unclzared bush Tand! &t o olance
this caoe shows  two  things: Some _MEtis were despiw
commi tied to  agriculture ard oAt Teast zome of The =
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pre-12870 land.

m

The next most prolific kin group in o bR Foints &

Sroudettse area was the Morins. Including &lexandres Maring

who was married to Elice Berthelet and had four children in
1870, there were &  ftotal of thirty people who could claim
rin tiez  {through  “bload” o marr i sgs s i this famiile
Louiz Morin, szon of Etiennse Marin, and hiz  wife
Beauchemin, daughtsr of andrs BEeauchemin, wsre B

this Famil». They were the most affluent of the Mord Al

e e the third largest scwers of wheat in Poip te 4 Groustis
after Joseph Berthelet sn. and Georges s BCoord T

the 1848 Relief Committee Reports, only one other Morin unit

had: harvested ouer 100 bushsels of wheat in Sainte—fgathe in
1847, Thiz was wAlexandre Marin, who alse haspened o be
ﬂ..Tl:"EE’}-Jh BE‘F‘thE‘lE"t SNt o' s zan—in-1aw! He ranked szver th i
agricultural  output  in 1847, @s the Maorin chart indicates.
Louis Morin was kin to other agriczultursl  oroducsrs in
Fointe 2 Grousite, but thesse were nroducing at o y
zmaller scale than he was,

There were =ix producing units in the Morin clan in
1877, - Lombined, they harvssted 350 bushels of wheat and
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Morin Extended Family {productive members)

Paschal

ionne

Etienne Morin

Louis sn.

Marie

André Beauchemin

Philomene

Aiexandre

Louis

André

Marie

Jérémie Primeau
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aotivities of the Church in Sainte-fgathe, Fobhert Bain ;




Speaking Colonmization in bestern Canada 1S85-1915 177726

states:
T. #&. EBernier who had planned *
near Turtle Mountain was  ons
who  went  instsad to Sainte—dgat
he  worked closzely with the curé
Samoizette, to orevent Tand

atling Pnto the fands

Frotestants. The abbé Samaoise -
formed a "metite c
d acheteurs...dqui adra  Je O
capital  de  EED,Q00 & $£25,000% &
would  gave  at Teast fifissn pr
from going to the "English'. Sam
took  out mortgages on lands and orcb
received =dditiconal support from Lamb
Sarazin  of Sit-Hracinthe, &sttornew
the Sosurs o Précisux—~Sanng
placed =& Few thousand dollards in
hands of T. A, Bernisr to =g {
lands. The=e moniez as  wel)
coming from <countr  Arihus de
and  the PBaron EBlazisl, wsrs an
the purchase of lots along the R
at Sainte—Agathe.

Three other Tots were sold tao individuaizs, One mar =]
carriage maker, bought two Yots in 1277 just to rezel! frem
four months  Tater at =z profit. The third 1o =t i
1882 to a man from the North-lWest Mounied Bolica, fRta
mention = made of  these threes lots  zither iy

Municipality of Ritchot Tax hooks or

Focarn. A Ffourth tot was indirectls

through his attorneyr, Sedley Blanchard, I =11 e
transaction inwalwing Smith as the ultimate recipient in tha

Painte & Grouystte arsa, Ssdley Blanchard (= oz s
middle  burer and William Deaszs, an afflusnt

MR i= uszwually ths Justice of the Pzace, [Dosase The
grandson  of  Hudson  Baxr  Company  Chied  Factor Jokn o
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Dease, Both William Dease and hiz father, Jokn Dezse wers
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dnocer the ags of  twelus, Ir the 1870 census thers wsrs
il anly eleven people in the fextenced: familw and of
Baptiste Dubois senior‘s eight children onlw ohe, Baptisis
Dubois Jﬂ.- WRE ﬁarried, L the time there wers =ti!)] nc

cffspring  from  the sscond marciacos ., FeE tha

srovette  Winshig chart shows, the Dubois sesm to faus besn
— - - C -

tzalated from  the octher zfflusnt’ families in ths zrsa
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to any of the affluent merchant or farming mi=zacd—51 g

population in Saint—-Boniface.
The Dubcis in 1847 omly  had 4.1 acres minimum o undse

wheat cultivation, that i, about = the
Berthelet extended family wers wiork img. oyt

P T % - - . : :
three  horses  and  one  axen. Howeuser in 184
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Dubois Extended Family (productive members)

Francois Dubois

Baptis.

te Sn.

Norbert Laberge

Marie

Baptiste Jn.



Dubois  sn. had harvested 120 bushels of potatoes, onls 10
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. than Josegh Berthelset =n,!

Along with having many as wet wnprodiucing members and
hawing Few kinship ties within Fointse & Broustte, ths
Dubois Metiz also seem to have been politically izoclated.
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to, the Laberges and the Laursnces, did not sesm tao he verw
influsntial. Ther are not mentioned in  Gosman s  stods

i ther,

The Dubois claimed threes river lots
Groustte (i1, Jlots 3580, S81, S2%. Lot S5g
under  the Berthelet claim since the Tot was

entry of Manitchs into Confederation. Ths two other tois

went  to the groups most involves in the

Church xnd merchant—financa

b
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capital from the East. Three months aftsr makino a2 forma

ciaim fo lat 581, Jean-Baptiste Duboiszs  was sellipg 1%
Georges Stephen bought  th: land *hrough the micdieman
28 his cousin Domnald A, Smith. He obwicusly was bBuwino fo-
zpeculative  purposes. I+ Jeanm—Baptiste Dubois sn. wal
gid receiwve $700.00 For  the ot thizs is 5 relatbi.

price  for  the time. Howeswer since Dubois, like most of ifhs
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commi tied to agricultural Gursui
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ToTne

previously discussed Ffamiliss. Indiviguslly n

famiiy membesr reaped 100 bushels of whezt |n i fhat iz
the arbitrary minimum to be  corsidered  as commi thed to
agriculturs and reasonable at+iuent. Cotlectivelw, T

Felief Committss Report harvssted a mere S0 hushels of

ndicating & cultivated area of ihree zcres. & 3 Ui, in
1248, they owned S horszes, & ouen, 3 cows ang 3 caluss.
They harvested 110 bushels of potatoss,

Charles Houle and hHiz wifs Catherine Falardezg, Louis
Falardeau’s daughter, could Jay claim to = fairly e
kinship network  in Sainte-figathe. A% the Houle char
indicated thesy were relzated fto the Berthels and Ihe
Mandals by wirtus  adf having married sons and to the ME

ti
HE

and  the ‘Mennes through their married daugbtar
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‘Houle Extended Family {productive members)

A Houle Lbuis Palardeay
Charles Catherine
Louis Moyijn jn. Gabriel . Catherine isabelia Louis Emelie

Miche! Granbois

Jean Baptisle V¢
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ther had kinship links with, among Tther, two of the mo
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powerful families in Pointe & Sroustte,

The Houle do not appear to have had any cSlrect b i
ties wWith thae Zaint-Bonifaca elite, merchant ate
agricultural, Howewer, thew did have soms political
connectionzs, since Louis and  Catherine Houls had children
Wwith Justices of the Pesce &z in-]zws. By 1870 they had
registered pos tan of  sswen lots  through Fooer Soulst
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were  claiming a  total  of  =iutesn river laots f13%, TiiiE
total ircluded Louis Morin junior’= Joint claim with =is
fatho i :

rather o four river tots, of these Tots wsre olzimed

e F = 1 . s - N
e Charles Houle or his sors and nine were claimed By =
ZonsS—in—1aw, Er 1882, twelue lotz, or 20% of the taotal Tand

Ciaimed by the Houls family, had beern ‘=cld’. Bw ths furn

of the century none of the lots were Being worbed by any of
PR -1 - *
che original claimantz. A&t the fime of sals, a1] these lois
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had  w»et to ke patented, even though, by 1875, the maioritw

of the origina! claimants had submittad & on of

their tard and the nature of theip Slaim to it 2)ans
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supporting  affidavits, In fact, ten of the twelus 1ot

sold zfter  the two major  alteraticns caffect; osan
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hunting Métis 3 to  the Manitoba Act had d: Tozit is
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the Mar 24, 1879 statutory zlterations 4o the Manitobhs ant

repealing  subssctions  thres and four of sectian thipte

stringent definition of “pexcossle
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the Manitoba &ct which arbitrarily  altered +he CQate fop

getablishing occupamcy of a river lot from March 2. 1945 .
13, 1870--23 date when a2 substantiz) part of the n tino

populaticon was cut on the plains.
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specUliatars  interssted in acguiring these !apds. This was
probably  the case, =zince requests for patents scoompanied D
quit claim deeds wusually showsd & dirsct chain of fitlas
trom  the ariginx] claimant. These claims Wegrey presentec Dy
spaculators to the government,

Three of the lots sold went to oz Métis merchant of
Sanint-Marbert named  Joseoh  Hamelin., He was the grandson of
the Hon. Zalomon Hamelin, 2 wesx the: well-educated merchant
of  Saint-Boniface who hecame a Judgs for the provincs of
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bought by FRsu. C, Samoizetis, Tws  of those the origst
Wit T ] - = ol [
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bought dirsctly from the orriginal oauwners arnd the thicd =

Gosght from & speculator ramed ‘Stoddart’ FPart of 1ot S44
Wwas  patented on the nams of the Qarecn de Villier of Framos,
fhiz bkaron wazs one of the partners  in the land compans
crganized by Samoisetts, whichk included, Barnmisr, T de
aziel (Painchaud, 1977:27-2%), Lot
oule was bought for $100.00 by the
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Three other lots wers zold to a Winnipey carri
! Deg ol
ame o y i = 557 by
named  John  Wilton (582, 557, =S54, Mothing could ne found
about Roim excent that Fra never amoitually Yived 2
He Was ancther ome o :
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ciasz rather tham an agricuyltural izt
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Tz Tots, 503 and S50, actualls
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Ome 1ot was  actually patented to & Houls bw 1977,
Howewer by 1702, Louis Houle was no longer working lof 559,
Zince no land desd exizts, it iz impozsible to knmw i Houle
had already sold the ot when it was patented,

The clzim ta  another Houls Yot, number S5, wzs Tost

wihren the widowed Emilie Houle moved with her ebildren

Fembina, MNMorth Dakota, Zhe had had this

4 . e 3 :
=5, SUrVeyed b Goulet in her =on‘s nams, Fatrica
~ _ ,
Grandbaoisz, Thers iz a note s=stating that both Tots wers
. . .
=oid’ while Patrice Grandbois was stil! underacs.
. .
. = ;. .
Fre—-1870 differesnces in dezores of commitment fo fha
pracrtice of agriculture seem to have had an influence aon ths
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prior  to 1822 and pricr to patenting but after spring 1375,

The Berthelets, on the other hand, had four 1ofs e T
the ariginal claimants before her  were z2o0ld., Also the
Herthelets received tsypposed] a0 averaoe of L0 Dy
Tof while the Houle sold their Tand for =lightly lazsz thar
FE8S.00 (known  salssi, Also, sewveral of the Serthelst olan
members remainsd  in Fointe & Groustie Dazt the 12807z (nico

Py e b - - . - : . . . 3 B
srencn-Lanadian population, whils  the Houlss seem o Faue

been all gone by circa 1825,
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smallsr

invaoluemsrn

their work in the fretfaos huziness
or were 2o conwinced by sgeculators
2, in megtiﬁg the requirement of *the
Thiz i3 especially frus when ane
ations ot the Fourbf fi4thR
2 lacked the EBerthelet's fisz to
greai afflusnce; larger suppork
greater  lewel of sastern-strlie
Even though the Haoulez knsw
ownership, as shown by thesir sscuring
t o im the 184072, and by their promot
ltettegrs-patent in the exriy 1S707z,
unable to hold opn to the ¥am£ far
Lhether the Houles actuaily zold
wanted fto leave or because they waras
gver get patents iz difficuls otz
nformation. Howeuer Pt owmouid Do
les to have bothersd to maks officia
possesssd, only to selil if for
feu wears later without some form af
Vandzl Ffamidw
avatiable in thsz Census, hha
Deen a rathsr small family grouping
¥oowere 3 tatal  af  onls thirtsen
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Vandal Extended Family {productive members)

Antoine Vandal Jacques Hamélin
Pierre Rosalie
Marguerite

Gabriel Houle




these lots were patented at the tims of
In ths 1%1% Census txken S» 7 abb
not  listed as a family mame. One Adalp
tot 583 stated that his  mother  was
Howewar Pt ois unclear wheth &

.
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141
indiwviduals, In the 1848 Executive Rel P
only  one  YMandal e noted, This is Pisrre ndal ; who had
planted nothing in 1347 or 1888 hbut who did cws four
atong with one ow, one cow and & calf.  Affer &) e e
Morim it Figrre Qanda] who  owned the most horsss in
Fointe & Groustite . The Yandals are prababls repressntative
=¥ the hivernant oroup living in the arez. HMeverthe! .
Fierre WUandal claimed po of zeveral lots befors 1870
and  ewven took  the precaution of having them noted Sown by
the surveror Roger Goulst (133,

The Mandals claimed five lats in the Fointe & =
area., Thres of the Tots, w43, 547, were o ifiad
Foger  Goulet as  having been claimec nrior tao |
these lots (5345, 547 wers =ald to J Hamelin ol
Cre  of these lots {5473 would Apain osnd uap i
Stephern’s  hands. The third lot, claimed jointlw S
Mandal  and his  son-in-law, Gabris! Moy F, which was

,__L
)

o
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Venne Extended Family (productive members)

Pierre Venne Francois Roy

Jean—Baptiste _ Ursule Marcel




familie

i

Alandal 2 family nams.

The Yeznnes wers, Tike the Yandals, 3 uvery amz
unit, Including in-laws and children, they tota
reople in 12870, Meither the Venpes ar +their
daughter's  in-laws, tha Rorz, are recordsd i
Executive FRelief Committes-z Fepart. Only Fierr
sony  Jean-Baptiste \Venne, had ir-laws which are rs
the 1848 report. Thev are Charles, Louis and Gabri&!
Howewer, thess arse among the less agriculiuralls o
heads of families in 18&7-48. Taken together the W
the Rovs (dit Contais) claimed e;ght river laots (14

fournd  their wav  inte  the Sands st the ole
not issus possession certificates for any of thess
and  none were paternted at the time

Few. C, Samoizette made =z $3¥ res

tot 50! was =zold b the TAME prie

orfginal amount given to Jean-Baptists Yenne! T ]
= B 'Marcel o dit Contois 15383, amd cro S
Rox,  dit Contois (3385, were bought by the Feuw, D)
of  the Rat River Setilemsnt LSaint-FPierre: in toE1,
£50.80  Ffor 2ach  of  the 1ots. Except lat S22, th
macaged  to clear quite substantiz) prafits on the &
Mtz band. I belisve thiz shows that the o)
Zaint-Boniface wers motivated by financial ambiticns
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as 2 concern for maintaining 2 “French-Cathalic presencs® in

Of the four  remxining Iﬁta, two  were  bought by
French—Canadians oar Métis Jiwing in Saint-Boniface. Both

]

were resold guickly For & profit., Lot 537 went +o H.G.R.
Bannaty¥ne and the other (337 went to & Henry C. Clark. Lot
477 wasz sold in 1879 to an easterner mamed Herbtert Archibald
for  $40.00. Lot 503 was given for an unknown amount of

moner to oa Métis named McCarthy (dit Mercredioy,.

ot

On  the average, the Wennes zold their lots for 140,00,

han the Berthelets, Marins or

._..
0]
0}
I
“*

which is quite a hit
even the Houles. The fact that they scld hal$ af their land

to . the Catholic clergyr, who seem to have consistently maid

]]

the least for Métis land=, mayr explain in part the 1ow

prices. However, the ilennes and their in-laws were parhaps

the lesst committed Métis familv in Pointe i Grogstte o
agriculture, This had & =eriocus impact mot only on their

abiltity to receive patents For  their tands, which was &

generalized problem, kut alzo on ther being abkle to command
even average prices for  their lTots., Buwers may haue bean
unwilling to pay more because the Yerme land claims wsre zo

wealk  dus to  ths dltra-vire Manitaobha &t amendments, it

should be noted that none of the Venne extended Famils left

the area befors 1875, that i2, before the third and fourts
amendmentsz to the Manitoba act. Thiz again  shows,

believe, that the Métis Teft Manitoba not because thew wers

unwilling to make the transition to Full time acricultura
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pursuits but  because they roalized the feoderal Qoueramen
fhad no intention of Fulfilling the made Dy it i
1270,
Gy Qther Ffamilies
The =ix major ewtended Families inm Pointe & Groustte
whoze members are listed in the 1870 District of @Azsinibolz
census returns  for the parish  of Zainte—figathe claimsd a

total  of 47 Jots cut of the 107 corsidersd. Mozt of theza
claimed lots were specificalls in  ths area designated as
Fointe & Grouette, that s between lots S50 amd S81,  Ths
MacPhillips” plan ot river Tots in  the parish of
Sainte-dnathe C1ETS: zhow  these 30 Jaots o be the mos

cultivated in 211  the &23 lotz thit make up the

Terri tory, The ather 40 lots which zre, ajong with Foints &
Groustte . comprised within the modern boundariss of
Zainte-agathe were gither never claimsed by Metizs, claimed bw

Métis not  Tisted im  the census, or claimed b Métis not
ailtied to one of the major families of Sainte—fgathes . In
zevaral  other casss, the filss for certzin lofs ars miE=ing
Snlw  lots hawving belonged to Métis a2t cre time oar anciher
@ill  be examined here. Lots which seem o be urclaimecs e

LEF0 or whose files are missing are of little uzlue o This
study,

Frangois Laberge claimed lots 584 and 527 in the oarios
of  Zzainte-dgathe. He is listed in the 18£8 Faljed
Fegport  as having  thres harses, ans oo and one oxls s
Fraving reaped 43 bushels of wheat and 7O bushels  of
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éth, 1871, Laberge sold 1ot S27 tq the Hom.
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saiomon Hamelin, an  affluent  and politically acti
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£rom Saint-Boniface, for the zum of 42 Lo

amel i o zell | 2 e 3 i i
Ham in would resell (it to Sedley Blanchard in consigderation
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of  #300.00 on July 10, 1273, Cn Gotober 15 of the zame

year, Donald &. Smith requested letiters-patent for this 1ot
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being worked either in {902 or (517,

Jdoseph  Lambert dosz  not show Up o in documsnts
out he iz nmated in 1270 Cermsus, along withs Ris fathsr,
Antoine  Lambert, and one bBrother and  fwo zisters.  The

i + e

Lambert iers Métizs whe did rot scem o nave amy Tiss with

i

the area’s other familicz. O the 12%h  of
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bt A2 His =on Guiillaume resided on thizs job <rom !

Hil

titl  his death in (s24g, The widow of Guillaums Lambert,
Marguerite, was  tald Movember Jth, 1888, that she coulcs
Frurcoase lot S02 as & “first claszs staked claim’ ¢ BOTHE
fres, balance at #1.00 an 2Cred . dn Ssotember 3, 1839
deed to the 1ot was beimg prepared in Marguerite Lamberts



Onl» ane Lambert was living in Sainte-fgathe in 1719,

L= - ATl - - - H s .
Thiz was Alhert Lambert hBorre in Crockston, Minnesotas and

returned  to Sainte-@gathe in 1717, It s not liksls that 4a
wWas & cioge relation to Guillzume Lambert. He and his wifa
settled aon laot &23,

Dliwjer Lafertéd dCor Lafertwd arnd  hiszs fazmil the
anly  Métis lizted in 1870 as being Born in the
and not  the Rivigre Rouge district. In the (248 Relisd

Committee FHeport, ks iz listed as having harvssted no crops
i e _— [a N S o o= ; '

i 1847 ar 12&8 and as owning oanly ons o o fwo cows and one
cal¥ H died somet| i i =

calf, & die sometime i the eszarls 187072, hefors
reteiwing patents to the otz S0 and 591 which Re owas
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to the heirs of Glivier Laferts and WRE Sent to WLE SRl
=t to LWL.E. EY
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their aszignes’, On January lst, 1335, Madeieine Laferts

Qaue  Frangaois  Sringas DSt of attorney to draw scrip for
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i {702, ot 570 was being worked bBw &7
who  arpived in the arez in 1393, Beaulieu was
E R e — + = . -
1352 at Great Slave Lake. Hiz mother was Maris &
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TARSE A tat ztared dindirectly: ¥y the harnds of a3 ~Mé+iz

family  for & Jonger periocd of time. Mo Beautigu

i the area. Mo mention is made of 1ot 591 zétar .
Michsl Venne does not appear on the 1548 Relizf Fanort

or the 1270 Censuszs. Howsuvar, moger Soulet, suruvewor For thae
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Coauncil  of st;nibeiéq doss testify to having zurvewved ot
43 for UWenne  in 184%, Yenne zcld his claim ta & Fisrrs
St-Germain in abcut 1872, Thisz Métis resald the ot Fiva
rears later (SS7C1B7E) to another Métis | Mapaoléon Bonneau,
far  FF00.00, Bonneau  turned ower =11 ciaims ta the Tt

Moindoo  Far 2800000
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Lots 540, S41, 495 and S00 were =1a

“YYernne, another . probable member of  the Pointe & Groustte
LVerne  Familw, Lot 540 wasz  surversd for Yenme in B
Goulet 25 his “Outer Two Mile- ‘hay priviltege)y for hiz weat
zide property (1ot 54913, Lot 54! was recommended for Satant
on Februasrs 3, 1877, Inm 1378, Wenne sold 1ot 521 f5 sne
Aiex Christie with whom fe was iocked in dispute over the
cwnership of 1ot 340, Lot 541 was  sold for 350,00,
Unfurtuna{ely, gince the file 4or 1ot 5S40 = incomplete, wse
do mnot know the cutcome of the Tawsuit., Lot 492 ans R
contained in- an 1884 1ist of upsettled claims gregared By &
marn  named blalsh  for  the parish of Sairte—fonthe.
claimant  for the two 1ots was Tisted as being Saloman Mernme,

- Eor H - - . H p .
of Manitoba  or the Pyhlirc Archives in Otiawa. Mo Vs 2
wers listed as paring taxes in (507,

T = = o s da ~ i

Jean-Baptiste Chew, husband of vozenhate L Ty s
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He resided on 1ot S4%9. Chew died prior to the fransfer and
hie re-marrried (to Pierre Grandbois) widow proceeded to layw

claim to  the lot, But in 1872, Pisrre Grandhoi

[H]
i
pun
1

Jasephéte WVandal zold ot 549 to Rew. M. Ritchot for the =zum
of £200.00, Qr the 25th of January 1879, Ritchot still had
not received letters Ffor this lot. This 1ot does not appear

worked jin 170Z.

Glexandre Winzel En. was married to a Marie—@&nne
Laferte., She was the daug

ahter of Louis Laferté, one of two

French-Canadians residing in Fointe & Groustte . In the

1870 Census, her mother, herself and her =iblings are at
ctassifed as Métis . In the 1248 Relief Report she is
designated as “Veuve Winsell (z3ic)’ Ffor Alex Winzel =2n, died

~
=

18s

[}

‘suddenly”  on  January ] be  Her zons, &lexandre in.,
Jozeph, Boniface and Oliwier dointiy claimed lots 252 and
S5¢2. Roger Goulet testified having survewsd these 1otz in
their father s name in 1244, Lot 595 is not menticned sczin
But thers is a deed of larnd between Alex Winzel dr. and

Wiltiam Hespelar handing over 1ot S92 for $£440.00 on March

2%,  1a7s. Changes in 1ot boundariszs maks the files for

these lots exceedingly difficult to understand., The end

0

1

product, howsver, was that the Winze! zons had lost any

14
£
[n}
"1
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1

laim to land in Sainte-Agathe by 1820, Lot S93 was

in 1902 by & Félix D. Lemoine of Sxint-Fobert {Qudgbea?,
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. zachusett

1

married to a Mary Jane Mathizu of Ma

Alexander Winzel jn. alsza claimed fwo other lots, 75

He zold 1ot S%3% to Rew. M. Ritchot for $£145.00 ar
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For ‘etters-patent to lot 404 an March 22nd, 1278 His
grandfather and his uncle, Louis and Jean Lafertd o P
atffidavits in hizs  Favor. In the early 15280°% Winze! =sold

signed 2 quit claim deed in favor of Doncan Mo Pt
Saint-Boniface for $125.00. In 1889, lof 404 was =it omok
Ey ) i fmt e = i i

patented, Im 1202, 1ot S95  was Deing worked hw Félixm

Lemoine of Sorel CGugbec) widowsr of Philoméne St-Miche
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Sesignated as _Petite Points de Roches (just norih SF Pointe
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do not  appear  aon the 12847 Relief Repart or the 1870 Census
and R, Boulet does rnot  testify  in oany  of the clalime
Artoine  Pilon received the letters—patents for lats 400 an-

™o - ™
comald  Dodd refused to hand thesze aver to Filon unitil

government  relief mortages  for zeed  sduances  resdetars o

against  the lois were repaid, tots wers not g
o i i Ry

worked  in 1P02,  howswer, the Filons are recistered in the

N S N S = 1 i F Rl Ll - o - .
I+ thesze Filons ars of Métis or French-Carnadian descent

- =0 2 -, — - §
Lot 594 was claimed by a Touszaint Filan Patar
- -y o b H o~
Pt te Abraham Pilon. Thers waz a houss on this 1o2 E:
acres  cultiwvated, Unfortunatelw, in  the mid =, ths
= &g N LS L =Y I RS



Harth~bizst Transpartation Company’s -steamshin ran  cut of

wosd near Petite Pointe de Eoch
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Worse the imspector choss  fhat summer o sxamins P =
claim of  ‘possgssion and  improvemsrts, Thg inspecior
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entertained! Abraham Pilon, understandakly  discours
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thern sold his claim fc A.5.B. EBannatwvne far F450, 07
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Iranically, this lot was subssguently auctiocnsd off s
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fnave bBeen worked in 19702,
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Fierre Landry applised $or patent of 1ot 5%

il
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il | “ - P
=274, Alex M

rin was the Justice of the FPeacs.
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= 278, the patent =%i171 nmot | 4,
Landre zaid his olaim to Willizm Hespeler for E35D, 00, i
1322, Hespeler deeded lot 592 to Mewer and Mazwer fbarsictors
at Tawms, The Riuver Lot File for S92 ends in 1o, That
time, the lot was 3till not patented. This laro doss mos

appear to have been warksd inp 907
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on 1ot 332 prior to the transfer. On Julwy 8, L

tte and his wife Margaret =old to Sszdlsw Blanchard in

wn of  F3B2.00 their rights to 1ot O the
end  of Movember 1874, Elanchard convsyed ta SGeorge
the rights to lot 253, On December 1, 1874, Searge Sitephen
apntied for patent. It was recommended for patent Decembaer
12, 1874, Im 1902, the lot was =2ti1! not being worked b
anrbody, In 1877, Frangois Charette sold the rightz tao his
other tot, 5952, to Dr. John Schultz in consideration of
00,04, Mo Charettes were notsd in 2 Dy ithe
1#1% Census of 17 zbkbé Rocan.

Lats 534 and S32 were claimed by one Oyrille Dun Car
Dumaisy whom Goulet certified fad & house and four acres
giquhed in 1gzs&m, In 1870, he =old lot S3T to Leouis Risd
dn In July 1875, thiz land was sold by Risl‘s mother %o

Jozepn Delorme  for 2S550.00. The patent for this 1%
granted to  Jozeph Delorme on doril 14, 1280. Delorms sesms
to have never rzeoeived %, for aon Fehruars 15, 1821, ke was
imgquiring  about  the state of hiz claim talling the mir

not to hesitate delivering it "zince 1 am neifher a

or A Méiie " Patent was issusd to Creilie Dumais for lot
24, but there {3 no eswidence that the paternt was actu
deliversed to him. In 1902, 1ot 532 wss being worked o

-
-

Fargoi Fallard and iz wife Maris Guddon, both of Framos.,

11}
¥

There is no information on lot 539,
Finally, tots 330 and  S20 wers claimsd by ans
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; Cyrille Dumas: a Pointe 3 Grouette
! Wlliterer

. Soci&té historique de Saint-Boniface
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"Demoiselles Venne i Pembina", gréndaughters
of Jean Baptiste Venne of Pointe 3 Grouette

Société historique de Saint-Boniface
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| “Eandra 2 = i i ;
~'=sperance nad one  house  and (he claimedd 10 scres urcae
T E e N . . ,
tuitivation on iot S20. 0On &pril 2 + 1274, he szald this (ot
™ - ELI e H [ - - N = - . .
to EN Baldwin Jhibaudey (2icy", barrister at  law  <far

wi=n 3 . ) L
130,00, Baldwin  and Margaret Thibaudesy zoid their olaim

to Tet 531 to J. W, Huges for $300.00.  In L2880, ths lan
Was  patented in Hugss Fame ., The dand doez not zappear
worked in 1982,

Joseph L Espérancs also claimed on  the Z4th of

, - - ’ .
Movember, 1872 to have been in possession of lot 523,

a £ H ~ =i - - =t o
b Zzxline, since Jure  Zth, 1274, Unfortunatel, the

Department of the Interior wrote to L Ezpérance in MNovembsr,
1874, that to qualifs for = patent he woulg haws to b
been  residing on lot S20 since  March ShR,  1E&T =
statement wWas written five maonths hefore  fRe
Gowernment  changed  the date ts zztabxlich o oonoa lot
from March  Sth, 1847 to  Julw 13, 1870, Had L E=zgpérancs

waited & wear his clxim would have been walid =

. o= [ i .. c
in 18F%, L Espérance 1zttt for PoTLLE Lo
come back. Lot 520 was ot worked

The Ffirst Fiftzen lots considered in thiz o

were claimed by people who  were either noted in thae
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melisf  Committes mepaort,  found  in the

the =same last name as ore of the =ix major kin grousings in
S OUEings
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cRinie 2 Broustis but were nob lizted in the censys
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Wi dowed  wife did, The widow,




family, claimed fwo river lots  in her deceased husband’ =
name ., She even had Goulet noite down the claime, From tae
gvidence available in the files, it would appear she and Her

children  integrated themselvesz intoc the Lafertd fami’
Alex Winze]d genior’s death in 1280. The Lafertés suppaorted
her claims and the claims of her children in the 157072,

Uf  the " fifteen lotz rconsidered, fan wers not be ng
worked  in (P02, Fresumably, ther were heing held for
speculative purposes by absentes cwners. 0OFf fhese fan Tots,
three had no Ffiles to be fourd in Offams ar Winmioeg., OF
the remaining szeven, Ffive laote, 357, 5493, 34%, 5% anc &04,
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speculatore, Feople such as Salomon Hamelin ¢ Métiz <rom
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Tands, I+ the legal documsnts reflect reality, the pd
Whion were  selling their otz $o the speculatfors recegivaed or
the awverage $238.50. This =um is lesgs than any of tha
family groupings’ previously considersed. Thraee of ths Fiue
lots were sold in IHTE. prior ta. the detrimesntal
alferations of the Manitobz &ct. G+ the remaining two 1otz
Tt 3F2, ciximed by the Winzel Feirs, was sold in i
finally, the last river 1ot was sold in the A

The other five laotz of the first fidfteen wWere Deing
werked  in 1R02 by French-Canadianz. Of these
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SCoupancy made by widow Winzsl, Two totz, DE& and SR, wers
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patented tao the artginal claimants, fthouoh fhe Sccumsnbs
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at  least one of the two were zant to oan aEEignee., Fipally,
the fwo remaining lots wers sold, aftter the altesrations o
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The tast 1z lots of the 25 considersd in thig zsction

were claimed by  individuals who da pot appear in the (348
arnd 1270 szources  ard whoos family mames are rot ligted o
the 1870 Censzus. This, however, doss not mean their olzims
to having posszessed land im Bointe & Groustis priar o 1870
ars  false. The 1840°s were sxceedingly hard wears for boin
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Anys Wwisits to the river Toctz thew considered theirs, This
was  npatl out of any Tack of jntereot in landed propsrty Lot

out of  sheer economic necessitw, A Weight (174749
comments:
Mozt of  the last  tern gars that the

cxlany  was under the
ay  Compzny wers  we
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ajtures, In the =spring &
of  starving op2aple besis
cffices &t Faort Sarrew, Be
to eat  and  whsat fo sow.
Tive FEAME droucht  and
atflicted SuUS Y -crapg
disaster was added +to o
zimul tanenmiss fxilures of
Funt and ths fizheries,
Of theze ten lots, nine swesrse fot being worksd in .




again  prezumably being held far speculative purposss!  OF

sold to cbueinous
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these nine, Ffive wer
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#.G.8B. Bannatrvne, Hespeler, Blanchard and Dr. Zchultz. The
Metiz received, supposedly, an averags of SO0 For thesze
river lots, all of which were zgld prior to patenting., This
ie  higher than the average received bw the most affluent and
infiuential family in Pointe & Groustie, the Esrthelets,

Orie of the ressons  the averages iz so high (s fthat rnons of
the Tlots were bought by Church afficials. Thess peaple
alwars paid quite & Bit less than Tary speculatars, Heowe v e
whether thsa Métis actually resceived the amount of MO e
stated in  the dacumsntz = up Ffor debate, zirce the wvaszt
majority of the Métiz, =ven their Justices of the Feaos .,
were  Ffunctional i1Titerates, O+  the Pema;é.nu four tots,

three were patented to their original claimants. WE,
ot these thres, two  were withheld hecavse of zsed oo

mortages  incurred in the 184092, The last of the four fots,

claimed by one Joseph L/Ezpérance, wis refused consideration
By officials st the Department of the Interior % ciaim
was cancetled,

} The only 1ot worked in 17462 was S33, T+ was first soid
to Louis Risl dn. who, since he was ‘meErsona non aratsc =
the prowvince, could not claim  it. The 1ot wasz sold -
1873 to an apparently non Métiz Delarme  who Subasguentls

Three thingz stand aut thezs
Metiz claims to river laofts and the subsequent hisztory of tha
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Pots, The first iz  that most of these lote had chanced
mands by 1224 = minimuy ol I =N 1 £ 1+
ands ==y 2 minimum ot fourteen lgts, OF the remainine
sizuen, only fwo lots have their first zale =R
LIty } TR - ST LT
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lgan, For the nine other, this twpe of information is

simply not available in the Rivsr Lot filea,
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ta & Church official, pére Ritchat of Saint-Morbart., Reu,.
o Samoisette  and his azzociates oid not purchases any Tots

Ear : =
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The third interesting finding iz  that a rather 5:on
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speculators &t the  turs  of the certuryy 1R out of 25 1o

{Fasn Mozt of the fortw—tws Jats Held B the more
“established” _Métis Familiess imn Foimts & Groustte weras i5
French-Canadian  hands = 1¥02, Thiz mar be in part due oo

the e
the and=-buxing ky Church of€ic
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reater  ackiuvity of
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amcng the sfflusnt Metisz, The clergy do not to
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Tee D, M. Sprague, 1780b:77 gquoting from Statuts
Great Britain, 24 and 25 Wict, Chapter 28,
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Aan examination of the River Lot Files shows that
peopie signed personal affidavits and had neighb
corroborating them sfating that thew had alwaws
considsred owners of the land in gquestion. and
the point of conducting transactions of During and
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CHAFTER FOUR: Concluding Femarks
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in 1874, Dawid Laird, then minizster of P
for

o el e » H M 3,
nate  explicit in ons of his letters o gouvernor More the
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Indian  ancestry, Referring sspecialiy ta  the - TEn L
-1 L - -, o
= ne admitied they knesw "something of farming” Dot could
— = = -
ek e them adapting fo & commercially sgrisculfurs!
¥ - i
Mari tooa, He bBelisved they would be  useful mainly EY
reserve labor force.  As Sprague (1TE0E:ISt ztatsg:
He <lLairdd wantsd to 2z them suwicted
from their river Tots and encouraned ro
mon e north and - west Yaround the
different large lakeszs which janﬂd with
fine white figh”., There thev would noss
: 3 poss
ro ohstacles to the deuslopm Eﬁt o
commercial agricul tyre i the =zouth,
Alsog they could hBe called Upsn as a
labor  force from time to tims to wark on
*roads and bridges...zs wsll az  the
freighting of stores and provizians.
Eastern finance and merchant Capital wanted the
avf  the riwer lots for thres princical reasons. A ztatsd
sbove .,  government officizxls and capitaliztz wantsd =z - X
vabor force to build, among sther things, transpoeiatios a-s

ztorage Ffacilitiss, These would e Further nolentis?
wf balztering  their richesz {Rothnsy, | s ThEr omiao

wanted o Frees up lande in Manitobs in order toomo

b P o . .
the paotentisz) productive worth of the Tand, rather thas oo
actual  returns  received
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A% & commercial agricul tural gmpire whic
primary  goods sast in suchanges for soc

trom the commercial meiropoles of England s
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s coming from  the East would

andarsy man

st Thus the politicians and capitalists stood
every  ground. They would make prafits by resel
river lets to  ‘professional” farmers., They wou
suzstantial incame through the transportation

=¥stem needed by the farmers to get themzslue

out, They would hbe making enormous -
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cheap labor  force in the lbles

surplus  farmers  from Chntario, thus relievi

economic pressure thers, Lhagan. 1PFEEVEI-30
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The Camadian stzats structure, workino

Tinance  and mercantile capital, aroanized

the Méitiz element of Red Riusr in o wars,
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ERCcoursged, in their activities, These

siges of the same coin., The patitical elites of Manitobs
and  of Ottawa were cften zlso werw important capitall
#ngaged, as it happerned, in the speculation of Metis

For  example, Donald &. Smith who with his cousin Ssorge
Stephen  =scured patsnts  for zeuen river lats in
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the Houze of Cgmmmns g Le Métisz, S7°3°1872:2 o1, £z
mentioned in chapter tws, Smith was zlzo = Targe sharshol

im the Hudson Bay Company and had, agsin with his
gxtensive  banmking intersests a3z well. & decads later, ths
Than became principals in  the Caradian Facific Hai hway
ayﬂdicateﬁ Qdr  again, Tawwver Ssdler EBlanchard, wiko
instrumental in  the Stephen—Smith Sainte—égathé tand deaiz,
Was  appointed clerk to the provincial Executive Sommities
i Le Métiszs, 177°4°1872:2 2. In addition, he linkéd himss!d

te  the Hudson Bay Company by marrwing the davghier of

~ -,. - H
Clark, & prominent  Hudszon Bay Company Sourgeocis ¢ La

=
i

Megtiz, 1S/787°1874:2 . Other speculators, such -5,
Sannatrne, Wm B, Thibaudeau, lim Hespeler  and Alswander
Lhristie, all land buvers in Pointe & Grouestie, @
oullic figures wialding considerabla chout, CRRRE
ganmatyne, & wealthy merchant, reprezentad  the county of
Frovencher, of which Zainte-fgathe was 3 part, in fecdersz
politice  befween 1375 and 1879, (  La PMEt iz,

Wm B, Thibaudeay was named a pubiic notary for the prouvincos

of  Manitoba 4 _Le Métis, 14-251274:7 4, Wilttiam Hespsler,
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wha  acquired

Immigratiaon agent o Mani toba and the - Morth-blest

Territories g Le Métis, 157212, Fimalls, @&lexandsr
Christie wasz named Juztice of the Feace for the county of
Lisgar in 1874 ¢ Ls Métis, 371718742 5.,

TWRSET speculators  were not the only onss who dsed inhs
state apparatus  to  further theirc ocwn tnterests., &z 1t Rao
done  griaor  to 1270, the Métjs Fetty Bourcecisie centered in
Saint-Bonifacs activelw engaged in politics, Public Figures
zuch  as  the Hon. Salomon Hamalin, Hon. Fierre Delorme, Hon.
Charles Motin and Louis Schmidt divided their time
Tiwvic duties and the buying and selling of Métis lands,

The Roman Catholicz ciergyr also engaged in the proceRE

1

ot Vamd ownership, Tuo main rexsons  apoear B Rac

motivated  them. First, ther wanted to sscurse fan
incoming ‘professional French Latholic farmers,
strenohtening their socioc-sconomic Fower bass in Manitoba,
Second, certain members within the Church zaposar to faus
been  zpurred b profit-making reasons. Friests 1
Feu. O. Samocisetts generatsd targs amounts o monsy for
them=zeluas and their French-Carnadian  angd FSrenc mobkle
Sackers. Im Fact, the thres Ffatherz most active i
buring and s=zelling of lands in Red Fiver, Raw, P:aﬂ{e Jaat s
of  Rat River Settlement, Rew., 0. Samoizettis of Sainte-Agnine
and Rew. M., Ritchot of Saint-MNorbert, were a1 zeculae
priests; zscular prissts make no wows of over v,

The  Roman  Cathalic  Church  was backad in itz la
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dealing endsavors by such rench-Cathalic politicianz as

13- T - - ; ) . . P
Han, Joseph Rowal, Hon., &.0.0. Larivigre, Hon. Josaoh Dubuc.
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tne miergy and  its French-Canadisn scalyiss
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= 2 pecnie were not uniformally affoctad
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tha comined impact of the thrae Grouns o¥
speculator—-politicians anc the transformation st the
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SBourgecizie weathered

cultural and  economic Tiszs with tha siergy and
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small farmers, they seem to  have had few seorupt
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oeing jnvaolved in dealing. In Pointe 3 0
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these bought river lTotes owned by the b
WS a Tizsted i -a—1 87 - et by

SERSR zted in pre—-{271 documsnits: the Houles,

and  the Mennes;, as opposzed fto the “wealthy’ Berthelets znc
Morins or e g L AL~
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uniform. As the family based river 1ot analvsis of chapier
three indicated, differences between kin—haszed uni i
occur,.  These may ke fraced to pre-1870 differemces g
producticn  base amang  the zrea‘s familiss. Fhose familiss
Who  were  agriculturalls committed, had & largse i o

in  Sainte-dgathe, arnd had ties with the —~Eaon @

2lite, weathered the Ffirst el CE RS ot
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izon-hunting counterp

Ffamilies iderntified with the

L L PR
incoming Easterners, t2  shown by their marked T
support  for  Louis Riel jre. during the [28F-1870 ori .
il had his support bass among the Bizon—hunting group, and
the hivernants were 3 minoritx in  the zh of
. Le Métis, inm its February 2, b,
commerts  that it iz in parish that oF
thosse  who opnased Rial in 1B4F—-1870 i3 o M
1b?4, sainte-Rgsthe was  the oanly parish  cut The
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the ‘re-slection of Riel, They fzuaored by 3
votes  a merchant  cum speculator, Jossnh Hamelin,  Weu. o
Morice, DaMa i, in his Dict
= 2t des Métis Frarncaiszs de
af  Georges Kiwne, the szcoond targest farmer in
and son-in—law of Berithelst zsn.:

i L iz =t
-] Do Ta - oy
188F 5 Ja Rivigre Rougse.
t e digstrict slectoral ds




Poimts & GP:Jette, =t fut un des trois
métis considérdés comme frangaiz malgré
Teur nom arg33i5 qui firsnt opposition
AU ocouvernement de L. Riel.
These affluent heads of famiiies were aotivels inuo
tn the provincial  administration ip the 18707 =, fGeorges

Klwne was elected member of the provincial legislaturs in

He and é?exander Maorin wers alzo mnamed Justices of
the Fsace a few  wears later. Alexandsr Morin was 327130
nominated Sainte-dgathe representative to the Provenchsr
Agricul tural Society in the mid-1870"=. Hapti =)
zerved a2 a government land-appraiser, Jozeph Berthelset an,
zerved as  x tax coliesctor for the parizh of Ssinte-dos
Lowis Morin became  a road inspector.  Joseph Berthelat in.
w23 the pound-keeper. and finally dntoine Berthelet hecams
2 canstable. The=ze +amiliss wer also awares of the
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dns and Alsx Morin were dezignated ommi=sioners in o e
of  edusaticon  in 1871, By December 1871, they had coernsd 2
oo ] ] Pointe 3 Srouettes and hired a2 law teacher . Tha
first CEE ther had 41 chiidren registered ard koot one of

the best  attendanc records in Manitobs Le | =,
127471872200 “An examinat of governmental ntI,
XS they wWer oublished in Le  Métis, shoie that the
impartance  of these Métiz families in provincial and federad
poltitics declined sharply after 1873,

Tha Pointes & DGrouestte fringe element g e Tha
Divermants. Thesze were the familiss whe nad, in s

niinued kiszon bunting as their Jivselifmood Su
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Georgiana Morin of the Pointe & Grouette's
Morin, once one of the affluent families

in the area. In 1915 she worked as a maid
for Félix D. Lemoine. :

Société historique de Saint-Boniface

MF284
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entity, Grouped within  the “speculator” group wers - the
Roman Cathalic Church, the Eastern merchants and financiers,
the Saint-Boniface French-Canadian and Métis elites., Each
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in relative order and whose names showed g in pre—-1271

daocuments. Finally, the Ontario-bazed Enqliszk snecutators
secured several claims from the “fringe’ Sxinte-pgathe Métis
whose claims were hit the hardest by the charges in the

Manitoba Act  and who were the First to izave the arsa.

Aalss, az  indicated in chapter three, cach of the subgroups
within the Metis” nd  speculators groups  had  werw
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Provincial and Federal gowsrnments.
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gxample, by Auguste-Henri de Trémaudam (15791 ar TSocietyr,

2% used by George H. Sprenger LIFTZE), cannat be appiied to
the Métis, Both authors {among many others) describe in
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Mixed-blood merchants  and  farmers  identifiad mare with
French-Canadians who  had =imilar occupations s

that they were of Métiz ancestry was secondar

that they were merchants or farmers. gl the

segment of the Métis population had  the =l a1 F R
feelings, internal cohesion, politica) AATENSES, = o
independence, characteriztic dress, etc., which 2 e
vsed, erroansously, to describe %11 the descendants of the
Yorageurs and their Indian wives,
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ethnical, religicus and Tinouistiz
characieristics: thew becoms
assimiltated,
{teon, [¥73:810
O+ course I am not aduoccatinog = simple ome to
carrelation betwesn  the historiss of the Métiz apd B
people, There are ocbhvious differences. Hi g I
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The diceazae Cinfiuenza o
DEaArAncs teg nmow on the turn, and the
shatchswan with  the Columbia Brigads

Laltha” much indisposed) Took their
departure hence on  the evening of the
13th  instant, and the other bricades zare
following in SUCCEESion; I =ht]
nevertheless under sericus apprehension
for  the recovery of the halfbreeds and
Indians emplaored in the hired transport
craft, upon Ry llg are entirsiy
gepending for  inward freight to the Reo
River Settlement,
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H.B.C.a., PLALM., Das72, mp. 328 and 231, 200871853
Simps=an’s Report
English HBiwver 1
zatisfaction to state the
thiz district exhibkit an improve
L1823 = compared with the

bewond he Favorable charac
SR REOn ar hunting. Ev the
Council it will Be cbheserved
post = to be ==t

i

disgirict in me i ghis

ta Loche the principal oblss

g2 to afford the necessary Ffacilities
for over  that portacs, R the oian
that have hereto becen triled for
providing horses and oxen hawving failed.
For  zome  wears past, & band of horses

i
3
3

w]
-+
]
=
v
v
Ti

haz been provided suery

T
K]
3
1
PV

Saszkatchswan to  the ortsge  ander
charge o0Ff s  freeman named { H
hut e find that this man

- .

a3

i

Sarry  into o sffect his

of  seating himself o

the portage with Ris f
become aneed:ng?; tr
therefore determined

Se employed by the Company...

i
i



- A
e
BSOS

FLAM., DdCTS,

£

past winter merus
waz noticed in e
Fence, haz not,

disturbed, Mothi
occured hers =3
farme th

freighter
(aly their
while the
devote
Buffala  ars
sxcypsion to

off
the R

portiaon
their ]

245, e pwE

pressurs in
Titw which d = :
ded this settlemant and
WEry communication froom
L to thiz  dav been
ng worthy of remark has

T

Journeys
aticm who
hunting

dal summsr

ttention
for their wu
Taine. ..

.




Perat., DACFE, pp. 407-4023, 53
Report

This settlement continuegs T
progress in the habits of itizead 1ide
and the inhabkitants apzxear  at the
presant timse more contended and
ghergetic in  their purszuits tham at any
farmer paricd within cilaction.
The craps of  last WETe g
DountiFul and nformed 5

I m
considerable  guantity of  oe
4

4 ain oofF
rears growth remains in the hands of $h
AT the wants

producers, after su

o
v
-
[n
3
v
18]
3
Tl
a
{1, M
2L
[ ST
ot
vy
1

meeting the annuzlly increasing demzno
from American Settlemasnts O the
frontier, Thers iz a large number of
residents hers who thave BD“EGRHECtiﬁﬁE
with  the itlicit  Sur Trads wha o
ample means For the orofits
gmplosment  of  their time and capita’
farming, freighting arc mercantiisz
oursyits, that o Being the most
prospercous in the couniey, few 4 anw oF
thass  who make  hunting

circumstances, which
noticeable when contraste wii bh tThe
nditicns o the ERatall

iz gne Feature

T

[
~+ 1
4+
o
o
e
il
I
1
=t

311

-4 1
g U |
i

i

P}

|

v
(W8

Y]
7
u\l
i
-
. ['D
[

o
ekl
1t

il

a

— 1T
1

i}

Do & Qi & with ouble
o futurs refations
= I a2l Tudse o
increasing mEer:

—1
o
+

T at l no

A
i
L
1
n
3o
in
ot R e
e d
=
1 (]
1
n

for
connexions. T iz comforting £
tesz  than 400 carts Have thisz zummer
been sent the plains T
Saint-Fzaul +o 5 :
B that routs at lessx
Lompany’s  weszsls wia
Tat i Y ks o
i toe Fed R

ST e MAn De
inland bast...

i)

ey



frese
]

o}

1

considera

adapted

e
o
fu

o

1
oy
o

fu

4y

il

o

L

3
P W 1]

a

m
Wi

—_
e
-

-7,



H.B.C.a., PusuML, Da-5Féa, o, 725
TimpsonTs Repaort
At this pericd of  the zeazon the

settiement iz alwsrs sxtremely auiet,
the population being reduced by the
srsence of  the great majority of fhe
<aung  and  active men, who _emplov the
Lmme A i

w4 I
B el W = |
1]

s ol 0 R

[ i s B B S RO |
-, 0
18
o]
Mmooy

R 2 Y I
[

7}

0
-0
[11]
o

n

[
m
[}
w

A
i34

i :l'u'j
i

M m

o 5 T
oo
[¥14

eparts  from m
o tandon by  the gentlemsn i
here, has heen characiteristic
pazt 2 or 3 wears,

oy
7



Simomson”

P.&.M., DA/7F, pp. 959-541

report

Cumber]
strong  oppost
T

winter,,.

difficutties
cantend, s
and peapls

noticed =t ]
done  the Company’s
B» the mission ssiabl|

i

[
F o

o

1]
1 3
M n
a

whichk has beocoms 3 rendex
Rinnr pe T check t

]
o
g
118
[N
1
L
P
I
31}

Tast cea 3
watoch  the  indizmns, By whi
td ‘g zaved a3 large number
would otherwize hawe rll
hands of the oppositio
important to meet i
wigorously  in this  guarte

I

J
=
ft
i

i)
[

1
[ g
o

f ol
T o

e d
-+
M~
or
- I'D
-1
1
pul
2
w7
- l:l
e )
[ ]
-
W]
-t

=

o

t+

X
-— i

i)

=

o

o

ol

ul

0

~+

M m
m
™
™

(i

Oy
pu
1}

9
e}
L

servants &7
the trade so  improfitakis
Riyar necnle, 2= o irmdors
withdraw from the coptext,

are  undg
necessity princios
FRiver + SR AT T
managers of posts iy this part
couniry, These opeopis zre acti
arnd  well adapted far  cur serai
Whom, opposed  to their owre
they cannct be relisd
freguently  found mictting
emplovers y ing into

the fur
2E Soon

i th the

i



ha?f—breedi 27 guitted the zervice

FERD, inc Juluu Fodr int

had amail charges, 2]l of whom
their old

uﬁrlﬁg To oS e
hese halfhresds

Th
=
1

=) =

Fed Riuver The collscticon of furs
in the settlement incresssd, and may So
sxpecied to inrrpace from wear to wear,
3.3 the Fall rade mowvements sxtends, in
2z much a3 2 large gortoin of the furs
collected &t ths in?and diztrict=, irn
opposition to the MEaneE s L >
nurchased B us in Fort '

= 1

o }

TN
a0
—+
1
-+

e

i
2
o
[T}
ot
i
-
o
131}

.
wWe  have  to pa
render Pt GuUes
margin of profit remains
Fiver purchases, 3

with Taoss we could not

ot : Nmue

ool
t countrxr
FIOO0  again

= L ader
caxle  as apps

1t

i)
—~+
3

in

Faschal Breland &
Michel Chartrain 2
¥, [ ot ., 5 M- o~
Meod. Ol Mgillis 4
T — = i . e

The total urs oat
Sarry  bDetwsen 1% Jun
CAasSh were L of the !

i E drazwn o 2t

e Company
River peopl
merchants &

s S
o
~1

=+ ok D

repald i i

thus turnicshed - =

PE &n annuall quantity of
Far, Detwesn gallons wers
goied ocntien i 13
e e e THERPME ttled  at Bed
& I Tl nin fcan traders,

e
P

fowy



whea  carry on & traffic

and wiih considerable suc
operations as CompAarsd
Company»’=, being cond
Tittle expenze.

s regards to o servan
that in the rpresent cond
business it iz impolite to
natives of the country, who
Are Wi th the Ffree trad

1
i
A
i1
=
i

segquently at .
riged ot their support.
morsower insubordinate and
management, Whilst 1
preponderance  of Eurcpeans
was not apparent, but ozt pr
in scme districts {asz the
and  Swan  River) a2 majoritw
halfbreeds, thereby plac!
quite irn  their power,
gfficient servants is ser
xlsoc  in that important b
service, the transportg s
which i increasing  anual

mE &M S conducting it oa

diminishing. This season
it at greazt efforts  th
succeed  im getting the ret
to ryou for shipment and the
from thence intand...

by (T

010

o

H

[ R

__..,...{j

1

(RS T ]
ik

3 HAR|
ity
rust
S
= a
& Na
T e

oo

by

"t oML ew 3

KTt [
~F T o

o

[}

T

i

o]

N

TN

-y
+iow

P ST |

[}

o
LU T

fu
<

F51)
0
b

H1

i@

~1

.
o~
g
[

:l". 4l

—
"

4
m

—~

o

i)

¥

b |
o
i
1+

i
[
i

i
4

[T

it
xs



+

Appendix 4,1

HeB.CuaL, PoauM., OS2, o, 573, ZE/1D518248
to Simpson

ex@nd  we  have not besn able tao raise
the importance of  the other CORCerning
the Fall humt, again this reascn almost
totally failed, and ioht dars  of
incezsant e ausy rain =t the most
critical time of harvsst oCCasianad
conziderable toss of the other

grain  and  the cr
though much greater in b
will mot I F
&
=

o
(1]
[EUNRS
i 5
~

ear, and ot
only about
200 Oxts...



S
S I

o T
Jon ol 1}

o
o

)

he)

]

e [T
O

g_x

"1

e

1l

{1
a1
T

il

[

€3]

Fode

I'.,:l

o
(1]
g
[

P mirri i iR g

Sur

P

i




Fa

Timpsan

sa el Il muck regrer I ha
the almost complete €ailure
crap,  which gemsrally  zZpes

the
through
enough =1

inadequate for

zetilers

fin3

L e+

h !
X :
B |

o

Summe r
them toe =211 Y
d tal

it

ity of pemican ar

qUan pem i ]

the warly seiting in of the
were  unable on the sscond ¢
muck dried provisionzs to the

Ll ’?'Ce T =y
of the Tast
bing will be
ance o¥f ths
e, and P
2 o Dn MEwt

WET e "

trip, oh
considearzhla
Viwa Bt from
wintser, the:

-3
1
G ol
"]
juy
3
™
i

H

[
P ol

e

[
=

iy

4

"t

ir.

i



FoAde, op, 339-340, 24111848

sxeafter remaining {Fembinad !

week I returned to  thiz place <
Garryr to aveid giving debt fo the FPlain
Hunters who were then starting +or thsir
fall hunt and went up again to mest them
on their return. I secured a1l  or
nearly  all  of what was worth Rawing and
he  general Fezeling tooe o in oour

1
T
- i
or 3

T 4

i

EXAE ] Though some of

3 Ming anes
ee plainly  the advantag .

n
= g2 of suppaorting
the cpposition <American Traders:...

fary

tr.



Anpendix

H.B.C.A.
Ogden to

4,4

0
..
y
&
u
=
N
.
Laa
.
[
Ju
-
m}
.
1
i
L
n
e
1
\"\.
Y]
3
"\
—

You oo oare  of course Fuolid
the  fur ftrade and civilizati
Blend together and experisnc
that the Sformer inwvariabls
the tatter, Iindians e

mever amalgamate together, ..

¥ oawmEre that
oy B o R &r
2 teachss us
Siwes war o
whites  <can

o

xS



Arnpendix

e e
H.B.CLa&.,

Christie

4,7

T [l 'S~ = = & - " -
FoalM., DSSES, p. 225, 20-37154%

to Simpson

I regret  swceedingly
menticon recent cir =
to disturk the zes AR
The outbreak arocsse  from  lWm Eal‘anduﬁ;
having found necezsary, o imstitute a
proszecution  before  the last  gquartsriw
court on o the 1T in <] = s Four
trading furs from sbou b
Mapitobs Lake 3 £ an
the man heing ap ayer
to appear befor o . af the
most influentiazl Hal¥-Breed went yp ta
Pembina to abtain aduice From
e ! Bis apin
E} ir
wmhich he read at  the cathol
the Sunday before  the meeti
i

court, adding t

deEry men  wodld ] T
repared =% t

b I 1)

#2ult  lwas dians
arnd Hal+ tha
court o Ry o ooF
atl wh o thsir
infuriated = tTaic,
wiho o ot = & e SRS o
ACCOMD AR ¥ t ot
delegated, r

M

Sk

it
11}
u
=
3
m
-
-~

Wiich was

most
manner,

(=
or
ot

o
P o
ey
pij
ol
b
s
a
[y
{3
M
1
W
31
4
i)
W
=
-

M
it



or Fiurs at
winter,

edsz, who ars

rs through

© btz preali
and {

dy, I  aporet

nees wild

™.

M
F.
i)



F.oaM,, DES28, p. 248, 174851350
Simpson
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Appendix 7,1

please refer to:
Le Mgtis
22/6/1871, p.1
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Appendix 8,1

please refer to:
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Appendix 11,1

please refer to:

MePhillip survey Notebooks
I1873~1874

(Parish of Sainte-Agathe)
PAWM. KG I5, vol 229
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Appendix I2,I

please refer to:
Le Métis
29/5/1871, pp 2-3
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