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The patrictic poet praises the deeds, past and
present of a nation, but the range of his genius is nueh
narrewey than thad of the nstional poet whose 1ife and work
ip permented with devetion %o the ideals of s nation, The
poatry of Tennysen, more than thei of any other Sritish poe}
is devoted to the portrayel of the idesls of his nation,

He is not only petriotic, he is national, This character

is stamped on all the poems he wrote, all are deveted to the
British ideals, such ideals as freadom, moderation, attache
ment to tradition, reverence for duiy, and morality, ALl
his resdere and erities have recognized this faet and it is
mentisned, although ouly indivectly, in sll ihe eritieml
writings on Tennyson's work, "Phe ideals of the stabte eall
forth Tennyson's passionste devotion, and often stir hig
imagination into the ereation of fervent beauty® {(a)

, Great as is the varsstility of Tennysen's
genius, there ie one volce that seoms to dominate sil
vihers, the obligate, as it were, of nls musie, and this ig
an English velee, In s poem, writien st the sge of ninstesn,
whiah We later inoluded in his drama *The Forestsrs® he
struck the keynote of hie whole work,

"There iz no land like Hngland

_ thevre'er the light of day bej '

There is no henrt like Pnglish hearte
Buch hearts of oak as they be,

There i3 no land liks Taglond
Where'er the light of day be;
There are no men llke Inglishmen
do tall snd  bold as they be.” , ,
{The Foresters-iet 1l. Se 1.)

_ Tannyson was essentislly an Englishman with the
qualities that dnglend loves,his whole 1ife sz well as
his charseter is Snglish, snd his verse veflects the
characteristics of the man,

{a) L. Gotes « Studies snd Appreciations, v, 63,
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T, ZHR MAN AND HIS TINT,

{8) Zorly Influences,

In order to understand the work of any author, it
is necessary to lmow something of his life, character and
the conditions of the age in vhich he lived, There were magy
influences in Tennysen's life which conspired te make him-a
national poet, He was born in an Anglioan rectory in Line-
colnshire, here he spent his childheod, and here he First
felt the etirrings of his poetic genius, "There is something
typieal of the heart of fnglsnd in hie birth and c¢hildhood. "(z)
His clerical father sarly instilled into his mind = reverence
for ancient traditions and a pride in the achievements of
his country., "All that is seemly, gracious and refindd in the
life of the Hnglish gentry and the English Church was gathered
up in the stoek from which he sprung snd enfolded in the
home of his early years, The same influences were arsund
him at the University where he lived in sn ntmosphere of noble
memories and of liberal thought, amid a group of kindred
spirits with kindred tastes,® (b) The influences of his home
and the surroundingsoef his youth, in fact his whole environ-
ment, have had an. effeet on his peetry,

 While his preliminary education was conducted for the
most part by hie father, his university training was received
at the very HEnglish University of Ceambridge, which had at
that time a liberal tendency and which was being influenced
by modern thought, A group of exceptionally eclever youag
men, banded together as the TApestles®, took a keen interest
in the new ideas of liberty and tolerance, Tennyson's
- asseeciation with thie group, constituted one of the strongest
influences which made him the typieal peoet of hie age, for
from them he received his interest in the politisal problems
of the day., Although he gained but little from the formal
teaching given at Cambridge, yet his residence there '
gtrengthened him and fused his patriotism with his postry,

(B) Politieal Situation,

It is essential in s study of Tennyson to under-
shand the JHngland of hig day, the Victeorian Age which he se
exactly covers and represents, It was during his childhoos
that Zngland was engaged in the final stiruggle with Napoleon

{a}-?.@;ﬁets,» Tennyson - Bhelburne Tssays p 64..
(BJ-¥ ¥ MeCallum - Tennyson's Idylls of the King =nd
Arthurian Story- »p 291, -
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in which the world despot was overthrown, The close of the
reign of George 11X, and the reigns of the two succeeding
kings were troublesome times in Fngland, vhen the country was
seething with suppressed agitation, 'The sarly part of

the reign of Victoria was occupied with much political
excitement, caused by many drastiec reforms at home and

wars szbroad, Hngland herself was engaged in the Crimean

War and in the Indian Mutiny, while the nations of Huvepe
were in the throes of drsadful combat with eaah other,

It was 8 thrilling asge sverywhere, filled with exoiting
strugeles and important events, and at this time Tngland
particularly needed exhortation and counsel, Thare was

need of someone to pour oil on the troubled waters, a man

of moderation such a8 could not be found among the many grest
politiocal leaders and reformers of the time, Sueh n man
was Tennyson and he spoke from the realm of literature,

not that of polities, He became the acknowledged spokesman,
the leader of the people, through that long peried of
transition,

Thus it was but fitting that he should hecome Poelb

Laureate and in this-capadity he achieved an unrivalled popu-
larity. He was widely read by all e¢lasses of people, perhaps
because he expressed the ideas of the majority of ¥nglishmen,
and gave & breadth and freshness of ocutlook upon all
political, social and moral questions, He expressed the
thoughts and feelings, the moral and intelleciual strivings
of the age, bacoming its chief representative, He becane
the exponent of the feselings, thoughts, and actione of that
period of nationel life, so that future historians will turn
to him for the mogt somplete poetic exposition of this
eentury, ‘

(¢} Religious Faith,

- On questions of religion, as well as on social
and pelitical guestions, was Tennyson the spokesman of his
age, His home wae an Snglish parsonage so that esrly in
life the Chitrch of Fngland with its historieal traditions
placed its spell on his imagination, %"Throughout Tennysonts
work there runs a certain Church of Zngland strain, Tenny-
son was a very intense lnglishman and all the better fer it,
Like many another of her greater sons, it was the Churah as
an element in the national life bound up with the hearis
and homes of long generations, symbolizing man's aspirations
after forglveness, vision and inmertality that he loved.”{a)
While he never allowed himself to be bound down by ihe

{a)= Chapman Hnglish Literature and Religion.
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anthority eof article or ereed yet, unlike Browning, he

d4id not become a non-conformisit, notwithstanding the une
settled beliefs of his gensration, The discoveries of
Darwin, coupled with other startling revelations in the
field of seience, conflicted with the established creeds,
under-mining the faith of the people and lsaving them to
flounder in a sea of doubt. In "In Hemoriam® Tennyson
established the minimum of faith which is necessary to life,
revealing it in the first stanza,

#8trong Sen of God, immortal Love,
Vhom we, that have not seen Thy face,
By faith, and faith alone, embrace,
Believing where we cannot prove;”

He did not separate religion from science, but reconeiled
the one to the other by his vision 6f a Father within

the law of Hvelution, Who controls our apparently indefi-
nite progress, towards that eternal state when there will .
be compensation for the waste and sacrifice of the present,

He not only expressed the sintiment of his sge but rendered
a wagnifioent serviece, if net in entirely dispelling the
dovbte, at least in the asitablishing for the doubter,

the basis ofm faith by which he can face untroubled,

the myateries of 1life, deathy and an uninown future,

(D)  Cherascter,

In spite of his wide popularity, and his
grzat influence in national 1ife, Tennyson was ong of
the most wassuming and modest of men, He took little
aetive part in publie life although he gave much thought
to it, He preferred the secluded country life of an inglihh
gentleman, He exemplifies that love of privacy and _
that shymness which are typieal Inglish traite, living almbst
his whele life in the *Haunts of aneient pease®. (The
Falace of Art} Like the average Jnglishman he looked
upon his home &% his eastle, and it was difficult teo
lure him from i, even by the delights of forsign
sountries, Tennyson travelled little, making but one trip
to the Uontinent, His character is made wp of essentially
Bnglish traite, "I find YTennyson pecularly and complebtely
English in his cast of thought, He is distinguished
in the highest degres by what I regard as the dominant
English characteristic, reverence for duty as the
Buprems law of life: the subordination of all the ideals
to the moral law." {a} le¢ was simple and sincere, AQsvoid

{a)e C.W Moultainy Literary Criticism, p 109,
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of any vanity, always = men of the peopie, Vhen he was made
a barenet his constant fear wasg of slighting his old

friends on aceount of his short-sightedness, giving the
impression of 2 pride of station or a conceit of wealth,
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11, ROEL OF SNGLISH LIVE AND SCANES,

Tennyson was pre-eminently an Znglish gentleman
with the characteristies that Ingland loves, who wrote
poetry filled with the spirit of #ngland, This poetry ie
Yeplete with pictures of his own environment, of the people,
the habits and customs of #ngland, "He belongs to the cluss
of poets who strike their roots desp in their native so0il.® {a)
In comparison with Burns, the poet of the Beottish cottags,
he may be called the poet of the Hnglish hearth, while
if the cosmopolitan sympathies of Browning are lacking, he
touches many aspects of Znglish life which his great
rival ignored, In tennyson "The charm is gpeecial and
unique, it is made up of many parts, the soft domestig lande
scapes, the evidence on every hand of rish, ordered, long
established e¢i¥ilgzation, the histerieal and literary
associations, what the well attuned obeerver feele from
without, Tennyson the son of the soil feels from within,
his poetry is steeped in it and moves in a purg fine atmose
phere of beanty, of dignity, of elevated thought, of noblz
emotion.” (b} Thackeray's daughter, a true Englishwoman
says of him, "One must be Hnglish born, I think, to Jnow
how Hnglish is the spell which this great enchanter casts
over us, the very spirit of the land demcends upon ug, as the
visions he envokes come closing roung, whether it is the
moated grange he shows us, or Loeklesley Hall, that in the
distance overlooks the sandy tracts, or Dora standing in
the corn, or the sight of the brimming wave that swings
through gquiet mesdows round the mill, it i= all home in
ites sweetest, broadest aspect," {c)But those who have not semn
Pngland and are not Snglish born have no diffienlty in
recognizing the very Znglish spirit of Bennyson from what
they have heard or readof England,

{A} His Landscapes,

Hie poetyy ambounds in lovely intimate landsecapes,
peculiar to his native land,, landscapes filled with homes,
and dewy pastures, and full foliaged trees, He shows a
“Home-1ike love for o land of wide horizons, and low skies
fringed with humble hills such as he saw continually in
the fen ecountry, that which had endeared itself to him
for years, which, amid a thousend varieties of aspact,
had unity of sentiment, the landscape of Lincolnshire,
the fens and the meres and the sea; the landscapes of
Surrey, Xent, Hampshire and of the Isle of Wight; of
the chalk and sandstons - this he did to perfection.? (d)

(a)e E,L, Carey - Tennyson - His Homes, his friends and
nis work, »
(b)= A, ¥acHechan - Alfred Tennyson- University Hagazine,
¥eb, 1908, pp. 57,
%ai» ¥rs Ritohie -,Records of Tennyson, Ruskin end Browning, p 26
(d )= Btopford A, Brooke - His Art & Relation to Modern
i Life~ Vol Il.p 83,
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He is most pleasing vhon he paints his native land but thezme
is a noticeable restraint when he tries to deal with foreign
countries, Thisg is particularly striking in his poems
"Harianal snd "Havianz in the Seuth® the poem on the
EngliahAﬁ ng nmuch superior to the foreign ong, In the
"Palace of Art® mony good pictures of different countries
are given, but they are not his best, until he speaks of
England the spirit is lacking,

#and on an fnglish home - grey twillght pourts
On dewy pastures, dewy trees,
Softer than slesp - all things in order steored,
A haunt of ancient peace,” ,
#onince of Art%)

The last line is a strikingly felicitous description of an
Inglish country homs, a home that he loved, and this love
ingplr.: him te his best, It iz a remarkable fmct that,
although his foreign landscapes are not good, yet those
‘he invented out of his imagination are very successful,

, Tp a Cenadian much of Tennyson's scenery is strange
and unfemiliar, as are alse the birds aznd flowers of the
Baglish meadows and woods, Here, the note of the cuckeo,
the earel of the lark, and the music of the nightingale
are never heard, but they were very fe,iliar to Bennyson,
whose birthplace was Lincolnshire, often called the aviary
of Bngland, becauvze of the great variety of birds found
there, Here, no less rare than the birds are such flowers
as the dalasy, the primrose, and the daffodil, whiech grow
in such profusion in England, even, *The smell of violets
hidden in the green® ("A Dream of Fair Women™) iz foreign
to us as our violets have no pesriume,

In the same way all the scenes of Tennyson's poetry
are peculiarly Bnglish * 'Mariana', 'The Dying Swan',
and the'May Quesn' , are brimming over with reminiscences
of Linceinshire, Lincelnshire landscape, Lingolnshire
gkyscape, and Linecolnshire wild flowers.” (a) %he grange
ag Tennyson describes it still exists in lngland -

"Iill eold winds wake the gray-syed morn

About the lovely wmoated grange,”
{#Hariana®)

"0n either side the river lie

Long fields of barley and of rye

That clethe the wold and meet the sky;¥ A
{"iady of Shalott®)

#Thiz is & picture of dngland that will stand after the world
has been re-afforested for shall we say a thousand peers? or
turned into black country to enrich ten thousand plutocrats or
cut up inte & million snippets ag small holdings for the rest
of us who are neither peers nor plutocrats,® (b)

{a) - Hawneley - Remfmiscences of the Tennysons, p 195
{b) = Rawnsley - Reminiseences of the Tennysons, p 289,
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B0 it cmme to be that while he grew in fame and
greatness until, as the ancient poel said his forsheat
seemed to touch the stars, his feet were always firmly
planted in the meadows of his infancy.

{8) ILove of the Bea,

Tennyson was an Anglish poet not only by land
but by seayt he is not only the great landscape painter,
put also the great sea palnter. '

“The grest of some slow arching wave
Haeard in dead night along that table shore
Drope flat; and often the great waters break
Whitening for half a league, and thin themselves
Far over sands marbled with moon and ecloud
From less and less to nothing,®
: {("Thne Last Tournament®)

This is a faithful picture of the sea coatt of Pngland and
his poetry is full of similay descoriptions, Tennyson loved
the ses, because it too is national, Fngland is mistress

of the seae, and she owes thies position to the bravery

and perseverance of her seanmen, The sea is part of the
British fZmpire se that hie leove of country and love of the
Bga were one, '

“Thine the myriad rolling ocean
Light and shadow illimitable®,
: {(Bondicea)

One of Tennyson's best known and mubh admired poems
tells the story of & fisherman, “"inoch Arden ie the type
of the sble seamsn of Ingland nourished in the Tishing
smack and then passing from land to land, through
the wonders of the waves in the merchant vessel; and then
when wars srise, the mainstay of our navies - a iype ;
ghich has lasted a thousand years,” () He has the qualities
of the typical Hnglish Jack Tar. He is led-fearing; he
will sacrifice himsel? to his duty in deeds for home and
- ecewntry, he is persevering and couragsous, As well =as
giving an “nglish character to his hero, Wennyson has
given the atmosphere of an ¥nglish sea-side hamlet,
An unequal deseription of this atmosphere iz given in the
vision noch has of his native land,

{a)e Stopford A. Brooke - His Art and Relation to Nedern
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l,a nes
"The elimbing street, the mill, the leafy leawvss,
The penceocke-yew free and the lovely Hall,
The horse he drove, the beat he sold, the chill
Fovember dawans, end dewy-gloaming downs
The gentle shower, the smell of dying lsaves,
And the low moan of lenden-zolour’d seas®.

[*Tnoch Arden®)

75 foreigners this poem presents s phase of HUnglish life,
different from the dnland life of France or Germany,

It begins by & sketoch of a 1ittle sea port on the coast of

Bngland with fishing nets, ship-tinber and bosts scattered

about the beaeh, and follews the homely joys and griefs

of a fisherman who renders striet obedience to the

nplish watchword duty,

The poet portrays a very different yet atill
imglish charaster in the passionate ballad "The Hetenge®,
1t goes back to the time of Hiizabeth, the time of the
Spanish Armads and great adventures, Sir Richard Grenville
is an exemple of the old ses caplain with their hatred ‘
of Spain and their fearlessness in the face of grest
vodds, Tennyson gives to the ship the feelings of a
patribt; the horrm of being vanquished and the intolare
anne of foreign suthority.so that the ship iteelf wishes
to die vhen a foreign nend is on the rudder,

"And away she sail'd and longed for her own”,
{#7ne Revenge")

#he grest ovean and the sky feel with the ship- they tee
avre Znglish; no ¥nglish boat shall belong to Bpain - and
they bury the Revenge in the fathomless main by the island
orags., This is a noble close teo a ballad, which while
the sea endures, ths sea wolves of ingland will love

to heart, {a) '

(¢} Home and Rural Life,

"It was ths heart of Zngland, even more than
her imasgination that he made his own®, (b} In the
Hnglish Idylls he gives many vivid pictures of inglish
home and country life, He would maintain that the
stability and greatness of a nation depesnd on the home,

(a) = Stp'ford A, Brooke- Tennysen his Art and Relation
A to Yodern Life- p 149,
{ b} Hemoirs = Vel I, p.82,
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One of the secrets of his power was his portraysl of the
duties and affections of the honme. ¥ho eoan say after
reading theme simple snnale of the cotiage that
Tennyson's poetry consistéd of a stately pagesnt of
interest only to the nobility? With the inglish poor
Tennyson is 2 great favorits Because he writes of the
vhase of life and of the scenes with whiech they are
fomiliar, In the "Gardener's Daughter"” a faithful pic-
ture of an Inglish garden is presented and hare 19 ne
poem more English in all the poensz of Tennyson than the
ralking Oak'., We see the park, the chase that Znglishmen
of all ranks love so well, the roofs of the grest houses
above the trees, the wild woodland dsep in farm, the dear,
the mighty trees, the oak which hos watched so meny
Brglish gensrations, so much of fnglish history - bluff
Herry wha turns the monke adrift p the roundhssd huwmming
his surly hymn - the medish beauties ef the sourt of Anng -
the English girl of today who lesves her novel and pisno 4o
race singing through the park,n{a)

The charactyrs in Tennyson's Fnglish Idylle are
very Bnglish., The nineteanth eentury wae an age of
individualisn and both Tennyson and Browning wade wmuch
of the Individual, but Tennyson has a far morve complete
gdllery of natienal mpertraite, His ®Nortuern Farmer”
*Get the fashien in Fnmglend of drswing charscter sketches
in rough brown verse, that imitstes not only ithe speech,
but the accents, of all sorte and conditions of uwn-
gophigticated men®, { b}, Here for the fivet time in
fnglish litereaturs a great poet writes in the vernacular
of the people., Many poets had swng of Fnglish country
Life but none had mede the people speak in their own
dialset, thay were blind to itz poetic value, DBurns
used the Cologuial speech of Seotland and eome American
Authors had made use of their rural dislecds, giving their
poetry a national flavour snd local sssooiation., 1t was
a new departure in the realm of vealism &and perhaps ‘
& bold experiment dbut such poems ag the *Fortherr Farmer®
witness ag te its success, In this poem he repeats in
broad lincelnshire dialect asome gquaint conversations
that he had hed in his youth with the Parmers of his
digtrict,

() - Btopford A Brooks - Tennyson - Bis Art and Nelation
t6 Hedsrn Life, Vél I, p.98,

{(b)= Sir S1fred Iyall- Tennyson, p. 121,
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"Here he pulled up the tubers of the Lincolnshire disleet
and let them go into hils lines smelling freshly of the
s0il®, {8} He depists in this voen farmers almost

the last of their raes, who in thelr moeds of life;, monners
and speeeh, 4iffersd but 1little from thelr forsefathers

of Norman times, The laborers of the farm ars also

gqually gueint, The revolution in agriculﬁara which took
place sbout thie time, the introduetlion of maehinery

and the beginning of large farmg, 2ll gonspired $o deive
the swall farmer into town so that this poem preserves

the charac¢teristics of a fast disappearing race,

Many axclnﬁiv@lg Bnglieh customs find a place
in Yonnysen's postry, A good sxample iz the practice
of ringing cdoureh bells every night, for six weeks bafore
Christmas, sending out the message,

"Pease and good will, goodwill and peace,
Fence and goodwill, to all mankind,
{iIn £emeriam, XAYIIT,

Ho &15& deseribes the custom of church decorations
at Christmas,

"¥ot zo, and while the holly boughs
Jatwine the cold baptismal font,
Hake one wreath more for Use and ¥ant,
That guard the portals of the housegp¥
(In Hemorviam, TXIX,)

e whe would understand Yennyson must,tvavel in the
yaet‘a land, beginning with his birthplace, tha sountyy of
Limcelnshire.» As  Goeths says -

| “?ha would the post understand
¥ust tr&val in the poet's land,”

of loeal fnglish 11f@ Tannyson is the chief poet.Browning
ranged Burope and Zuropean litersture for subjects - Tennyson
is content to abide within "The narrow sese and the marghes
of Zngland and %alss“. Als outlook hag been called narrow
because he has no Booteh or Irish poems, but has Burns,

the national post of Beotland, any ¥Hnglish eubjects?
Tennyson ig a singsr of the land in which he was born

and of the one time he lmew, Thisz may be considered a2 wealke
ness by gmme, but it is alsc his great excellence, that he
wrote only of what He knew,

{2) - W.& Uargy - Tennyson - His Homes, his friends and
his Work, p, 200,




Tennyson, the patriotic, shoes an almost touching
devotion for his ‘own state, her statesmen, throne and
eupire, He took a keen interest in pelitical problems,
¥hile he had nothing new or startling to exploit, his
influsnce on the politieal and social questions of the day
was an inspiring, if a restraining one, In hie patriotie
poems which nunber about thirty, ke ministered te the
national pride, fired the national courage and brought poetyy
nearer the national 1ife than 4t had been since Shakespeare
or Hilten, Tennysen was not only interested in the pressnt
but alse took a grest pride in the achievements of the past
and had a supreme confidence in the grsatness of the future,

In hig poetry he exhibits the utmost loyalty to Znglish
condtitutional kings and the Znglish econstitution, His pride
in the superiority of British goverment was not, as it is
80 often supposed, self-cemplasency; it was a belief founded
on the study of other gévertiments, waich lead hinw to form
the opinion that his own wae $he best in the world, In it as
nowhere elge he found the union of individusl freedom with
law and order, and it appreasched mere neayly his coneeption
of en ideal government, It is the result of long generations
of strenuous but controlled effort for adjustment of soeial
conditions, A great many of his other poems as well as his
patriotic poems contain counsel which vroved of benefit to the
nation mot only in his own age but is of value in the present
and will be no less powerful in the Ffuture, ' :

(4)  Freedom,

~ Tennyson cherishes a grest love for freedom, As an
artist he may,

"Lenguish for the Purple seas.”
{"You ask me why." )

but - a8 a eitizen he wishes to live in ingland beecause,

"It i the land that freemen till,
That sober-suited Freedom chose,
The land, where girt with friends or foes
A man may speak the thing he will,"
" You askme why" )

In the same poem he says that though Inglend should become
trebly great and marvelously wealthy it would not compensate
for the loses of liberty and the loss of individual freedon,

"¥hen single thought is eivil crime
And individusl freedom mute,”
{"You ask mp why")

A conditien that may arise under the rule of Unions, as well
as under the rule of s despot, for =
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“The tyranny of one |
Was prelude to the tyranny of all,”

ang - '
*The tyranny of all
Led backwards to the tyrsany of one,*
{("iresias®)

Thus the same laws are applicable to both ruler snd subject,

*He that roars for liberty

Faster binds a tyrants power

And the tyrants ocruel glee

Forcss on the freay hour,?
{*Vigion of Hin')

This idea that tyranny is its own worst enemy which, if .

dleft to run its own course, will bring on its own destruction,
has been exemplified in the present German wap, It was am netaw
unlimited liberty whiech Tennyson praised.but n restrained
liverty which ensures egual and just privileges for every
¢itizen, ' B

{(B) law and Order,

His idea of freodom was a very diffevent one from that
of Dyron end Shellesy, Tennyson distrusted sudden and violent
revolutions and believed in reforms brought about slowly,

In this cennec¢tion we have his famous lines, 8o often guoted -

*¥reedom slowly brosdens down
From precedent tp precedent,*
{("You sk me Way" )
In "0f old e=at Freedom on the Heights” the history of fresdom
is given., At first Freedom was a goddess living apart on the
heights, when ' _ '

"But fraguents of her mighty voide.*® _
i ("0f old sat Freedom on the Heights")

were héaré,'%ﬁ%'@ra&aally she steppaed down and revealed to man,

The Fullness of her face,"
{(*Ipia®)
F&eedam,ma&e_her home in #ngland where she preserves the balance
in national life, guarding against,

“?hé falsehood of exiremen ®
{"Tpia¥)
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This is a favorite maxim of Tennyson, it is his poetic

- expogition of the golden mesn of polities. His polioy

was one of moderation, and the tendenty of his mind was
distinctly conservative, %Orvder is Hesven's firet law,to
him order is also sarth's best excellence.® {a) From
Tirst to last in his poetry the ides of law is dominant,
The basis of his politiesl ocreed was the dectrine of an
equable progress under the realm of law, In the realm of
society there are certain fixed laws, which should vegulate
all develepment, Tp discover these and give %kem.QXﬁfﬁﬁﬁi@ﬂ
iz the duty of the politician,

- "Pe live by law
A@ting the law we live by without fear,?
{"0Bnone® )

#The hallow orb of moving cireumatan@e:
Rolled round by one fixzed law, ™
{*he Palace of Art®)

Ar times change the lews have to be altered to suit conditions
but slwsys we should have,

“ﬁama reverence for laws ourselves have made
Some y&taent forece to change them when we will,"
(“Th@ Princess®)

And so he believed that a yeverence Tor law would promote

an order in the state which need never be violently disturbed,
The highest praise he ecan give Hngland is that she is a land
of "Settled Govarmment®, of Justice znd an equal law for all,

Buch poetry was of great benefit ¢o the nation in the
troublesome times of the nineteenth century. Tennyson's
patriotism was construetive, He was not a rveveolutionist,
bubt he believed in the gradusl correction of faults, and
the increase of rights, His sympathies were with an exiension
of suffrage, increase of education, and further development
along the line of representative government,

(¢} Progress,

Tennyson was not epposed to progress but to -

Raw Haste, half-sister to Jeaay
' {*Love thou thy land®)

{a) = Dawson - Makers of Fnglish Faaﬁry- B, 214,
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he wi&ha&-ta'bring about innovations gradually, basing the
new on the old,

*Rot elinging 4o some ancient sawy
Hot mastertd by =ome nmodern term _
Bot swift nor slow to change, but fimm,
And in its season bring the law;®
{"l.ove thow thy land®)

His warning was net sgainst ehange but againsteevelution,
fe Imew there were some politicians who would bring forward
reforms without due consideration and to them his cdvive-was,

*Btatesman be not precipitate in thine act
of steering.” o .
"Io the Prime Minister")

Ho one was more alive to the dangers of sloth and decay or
more strenuous for rational refornm, brought about in a sane,
orderly and consistent way, '

"eet is it changes should control
Gur belng lest we rust in ease,”
{*Love theu thy Land¥)

%h@-yaeﬁ "Love thou thy land” contains most of his ideas on
natlonal advancement, He never wished ingland to ses the day
when her people will,

Wink in slothful Q‘V&r'ﬁrugg.ﬂ
' { ¥Bde on the BDeath of the
DPuke of Wellington®)

they must be prepared for any emevBency for Britain must
never ve & ; }
*Sinking lang
Bome third-rate isle half lost among her seas,?
(Mo the Queen®) |

or sink to the level of =z

*Little Germanic state,™ | |
{"The Third of FPebruary®)

{p)} Democracy,

Many eritics have said that Tennyson was not a
demoorat at all, snd perhaps some part of his poens would
glve thie impression, especially when he speaks of the
people as -

"Hollow hearts and empty heads,®
{"Vision of Sin%)

but it is not the rule of the people which he mistrusted
but that of brainless mobs . He dreaded and Beared the
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control of the ignorant passionsie erowd that any orator ¢an
move, , N :
Hor feed with crude imaginings
The herd, wild hearts and feeble wings
That every sophister can bimd, PlUne
{#*Love thous thy Land?)

Tennyson himself says "1 do not in the least mind if ZEngland,
when the pesople are lses ignorant, and more experienced in

gself-govermment, eventuzlly becomes a demooracy, Bulviolent
selfish, unreasoning democracy would bring expensive bureaus
eracy and the iron ruls of a Cromwell,” {a) A tyrant was
the most hated of belngsto him and his advice to wmonarchs
was to,

#Keep t e throne unshaken still

Broad~based upon the people’s will,”

v %“Ts the Queen®)

"Tennyson was a believer in true democracy, the Graek idea
of which is Ypublic goed", His interest in the poor angd
Bumble give his poems a genuine demoeratic flaveur,® (b)
e has made the sufferings and privationsg of the poor

2 renlity to the reading and thinkimg:%?hﬂmgland.

Hig iden of societyls thst of greater brotherhood,
he would put. fraternity befere liberty and bbandon to sone
extent the idea of equality. He would contand that every
mar ig not born with the sams mentsl and intelligctual powers
86 that it is absurd to think of all men being equal, His
poen "The Lord of Burleligh™ shows that he believed it to be
imposeible to do awsy with class distinetion, The essential
nead of o democracy is o widespread national edueation,

An egual opvortunity for education is the right of every man
regardlesas of station, and it would go far towards remedying
the social diserders and be more effective than general
impriconment and reprsssion, His ides of fraterniiy and
gguality is sumsed up in the lings wvhere he dreams-
Bof kmowledge fusging class with class
Of civic Hate no more to be
Of love to leaven sll the mass
$ill every soul be free,”
{*Freedomn" )

The supreme power c¢annet be exércised by the mass of the
pevple until theiy ecspabilitier have been developsed by
‘edueation, then they may be tirusted with more aulthority

and may take an intelligent part in representative government,

{#) Leaders, |
Thile he believed that the people should take
their szhare in ths government, yet hs belisved great leaders
are necessary. The history of Ingland abounds in great
a) Tennyson - A Hemoir, Vol II, p, 338 ;
() ¥,C.Gordon- The secisl Ideals of Alfved Yennyson, pl8d
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naves and the English bhave alwaye placed inplieit trust in
thelr great men, by vhose incarrupiibility the state has
reashed its present degres of grestness, The stetesman
stunds next to the Auler and Tennyson's poesp contain many
rales Tor thely chavaeter and senduet,

¥Hot he that breaks the dam byt he
That thre? the channels of the state
Conveys the people's will is grest.
His name is pure, his name is free,”
' {™he Btatesman®)

" God for 2 man with a heart, head, haend,
Like some of the nimple great onss gone

For ever and over by :
One #till strong man in & blatant land
Yhatever they esll him what care I,
Aristoorat, demoorst, autoerat,
¥he ecan rule and dare not lie,”

{ "aundg®)

Temnyeon plages great emphasis on trath, The %de on the
Jeath of the Duke of Wellington® perhups bis finest laureante
poen, gives s pleofture of what an ideal statesman should be,
The Duke ie praised ne a siatesman and a warrier., He is
comaended as being mpderate, resolute, unzelfish, wize,
sinpls and, above all, rich in saving ocommon asense, In
paying tribuie to this ®last greost Snglishman® he made ot the
spae time an appeal to the loyalty of his countrymen and,

by the reocital of his wighty deede, he incited them to
grestay effort,

#¥ot once or twice in our vough island story
The path of duly was the way to Flovy.”
{"Gde on the Death of the Duks®)

5To the Dnke of Argyld* is a shorber poem on the same subject,
in whieh he pralises the *Patriot Statesmen®™ who hes

, "a power to make

Thie ever-changing world of ecirveumstanca:

In changing clime with never-chunging low, "
{ "o the Duke of Arpyll")

The best stalesman was the one who,

"Enew the seasons when to take
Qocanion by the hand and mike
The bounds of freedom wider yet, ? _ ~
{*Bedication to the Idylls of the King")

He mast rule his actions in the present by s study of the past,
giving due regard to the future, He must look ahiead and be
prudent snough %o 2ee the trend of evente and be able o

guide nublie opinion, o
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Mhere ba rocks old and new
There a haven full in wiew
Art thou wise? Art thou true?
Then in changs of wind snd tide
List no longer to the erew,
Captain guide.?
{("To the Prime Minister®)

This confidence vhich Tennyson places in leaders iz s very
natdonal charscieristie,

Tennyson was not s partienn, he belisved that it was
the duty of the statesman and of the poet to rise zbove
all party interests and {0 be supremely s patriot,

*Bgorner of the party cry _
That wanders from the publie good,®
: {"Frecdon®)

They should protestagaindt all kinds of tyrosunies ang
hypoerisies, not only working for immediste reforme, but for
the ultimats gooed of the whole nation, Helther Tennyson nor
Hilton said "My country right or wrong®, they recognized
the mistekes and weaknesses of the nation and bent all
thely energles to corresting then snd thus strengthening
the Zmpire. In this work, o
41l pavrties work together,”?

{ MWLl WakerpeoofY)

{(F) Insulsrity,

It was not to a narrow insular fngland that Tennysen
gave his devotion, but to a broad Mmpirs of meny peoples, whieh
owed & duty, noet to itself slone, but to the world, He ealls
England, '

"The eys,the sovl of Turepe," |
{*0de on the Beath of the Duke¥)

and wishes her to be presarved to =

"Save the one trud seed of Freedom sown,*
{ %fﬂx}ggﬁﬁ)

bBecausos

#Baving that, ye help mankind
7ill public wreng be crumbled in the dust,
And dvill the raw world for the #arch of nmind ,
F311 erowds at length be sane and croms be just,®
{"0de on the Denth of the Duke?)
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In "Hends all Round® he justifies this oxtreme love of
Angland in thet oft-guoted verse,

Mrae man's best goamopolite
Who loves his native countyy besp¥

In one or two instances he oritioised rather severely
the Revelution in France, ¢alling it the

ﬁﬁlimé;hyaﬁari@a_af the Celt,”
{*In Hemoriam® CIX, )

and thse

"Red foolefury of the Seine, ™ .
| {%Ibid® GLXVIL, )

Sueh pharses as these have condemned Tennyson as insulary,
Cartainly, he regavded France wnder Hapolesn ag o serious
menace to the peace of HFurspe, and such bleody ouwbbraals

of the lawless spirit as the French XHevelubtion worve Gy
abhorance to him, Mapolean and the Mevolution made Franoe
an exampla of what he considered s state should not be,

But in later years he expressed the greantest admiration for the
way in which ¥Fvance had emerged from these disturbances,

Hde woy net antagonisiie to the Frenech aation but to the laek
of law and order thare, waish undarmined the foundations

8% the sziate,

"But yonder whiff! There comes a eudden heat
The gravest ¢ltizen seems to lowe his head,wens
God bless the narrow sea which keeps hey off
&nd keape our Britain whole within herseld
A nation yet the rulers and the ruled

God bless the narrow sess _
I wish they were a whole Atlantie brond, ©
{"he Princess®)

Tennyson wes warmly sympathetic townrde the struggle for
freedom in Ttaly and Poland, and in his sonnet PRopland
and Ameriea 1872% he justifies the Americmn Zevalution as
8 lesson taught by Ingland herself and he sumsons his
country to exult in the frsedom of her ¢hildren,

He was always interested in the welfavre of the colonles
and sought €5 bind them into closer unity with the Mapire,
His sonc says, "One of the dogvest desives of his 1ife was
to hely the realization of the ideal of an Fmpire by ths
intimate unisn of svery part of our Sritish ‘Sapire, He Do
lieved that every different member zo unitsd wonld, with
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& heightening of individaﬁlity to each menber, give such
strength and greatuess and stability to the whole as would
make an Hmpire 5 faithful and fearlses leader throughoul the
wordd, " {a) HNot by any means an insular ambition! When the
loyality of Canada was questioned and the maintenance of this
part of the Bmpire was regarded a3 useless waste, it was
Tennyson who came to the rescue 8f the "True North", He rebukes
such selfishness on. the part of the mother ecowndry in
these lines =

vour love
Iz but & burden, lBose the hand and go,
Is this the tone of fmpire? Here the Faith
That made us rulexs? ¥ '
{"Te the %aaen“)

Thus Tennyson was interested alike in all partg of the
British Hmpire and in the cause of right in all countries,
He considered that it was the poet's duty to love his native
country best, but he should not ignote what iz noble and
good in other eountries,

*glav, Teulon, Eelt, 1 count them all,
My Ifriends and brother souls,
With all ths people great and small
That whsal betwaen'thﬁ pﬂlﬂﬁj

{"dpilogue

{G¢) Peace and Yar,

Him sense of brotherhood between the nations makes him
wish for the sessation of war and dresm of a universal peace,
the establishment of which has been the aim of the British
nation for nany generations,

"I would that war would cease
I would the globe from end to and
Hight sow and raap in @e&a@.
{#Epilogue®)

It will be a gloridus fubure when

Mhe war drums throb no longer
And the battle Ffisgs are furled
In the pariiament of man,
. The federation of the world.”
{"Locksley Hall®)

(a) « Memoirs - Vol IX, p, 233,
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He sﬁyeciallg’mantianﬁ France in thiz new erﬁgr of things
ﬁn%@ln& that he had no such hatraﬁ far the French people as
is a&mﬁunly %ugposeé

4 ”Eng&and ﬁrance, all men to be
wiil maka one people ere mun's race be run.
{*"Vietor ?uga“} :

Yet he ra&la&eé the need of battle when a right@aus fause was
at stake, "When roused by some great deed or fired by hatred
of some giant wromg, he has made his verse like the tramp

of armies and the sound of many cannon, 4 lover of peace
yet a rightecus cause appeals 4o all that is nmanly and
heroic in his ﬁﬂture. {a)

(1) =Bffect of his poetry,

' Tennyvon's patriotism is rather "ssheresuited?,
inclined to be meditative rather than enthusiastie, but a% times,
in such poams as "The Charge of the Light Brigade”, and

#Form Riflemen", his verses are Lfilled wzuh nantagiaua
enthusisemn, whiah will last as long as the Sritish nstion,
The "Charge of the Light Brigdde" produced & gtartling effest
when it was published, "In 1854 the “ime's" correspondent
from the Orimea maa@ the aly electrical and Tennyson's
charge drew sparks,” {h] He based the poem on the phrase
"someone had blundered™ which appeared in the "imes¥,
but he says A blunder it way have besn, but one Tor wmieh
dngland should be grateful, having laarnad thereby that her
soldddres are the %vava&t under the sun.,” {e])

“ﬁaﬂward the light Brigade

Was therée a man dismaytd

- Hét though the soldier Iknew

Some one had hlundered,

Theirs not to make reply

Thairs but te do and die,™

' , (”ﬁh&rg@ of the Light Brigade")

Sueh lines will neVQr Pail to fill British seldiers with
ardent zeal, "Form Riflemen' is net notable for beauby

of poetic coneception, bubt for the clearness with which he
voiced popular sentiment, and the effeet it produced on

the nation, It expressed the general desire of the people to

{a) = G.¥.Cooke = Pogts and Problems - p.135,

(b} - #.I.0arey - Tennyson his Homes, his Friends and his
wor ko=~ P, 125

{c)~ Walters = Tennyson Eeat.?hilaﬁﬁgh@r. Tdenlist~ p, 81,



{22)

be prepared for the emergency which seemed to be at hand,

It was written at the ocutbreak of the war in Zurope, when
Bome powers were preparing to attaeh Ingland,who appearsd to
be indifferent to the threatening danger, Three days after
ites publieation the war office issued an order approving

of the formation of velunteer rifle corps,

The deeds of the army and navy were always of great
interest to him, fighting as they did for the extension,
not the oramping, of liberty, “Ho one has sung of soldierd
deeds as he, no one has so filled his verse with trumpet
tones, the clash of weapons, the clangour of arms, we hear
them resound in his ringing lines in the ¥reathless rush of
his verse! He should be known as the soldlsr's poet, as
well ag the elogint of heroes for he was often at his best
when making a martial song like a trumpet call,® {a)

“Ringing of men that in battle array
Ready in heart and ready in hand
Haroh with banner asnd bugle and fife
To death for their native land,”

{Plipad®)

Yho c¢an say in the face of such eln@uent'gga@nce that his
patriotism is tame and belongs to a dead age?

g was not one-gided, but touched all phases of
English life; he was patriotie, intensely loyal to the
inglish government; he was eager for refomm, and & liberal
educatien for all, a lover of liberty and a dreamer of
2 happy millenium in world's progress which his verse
has surely aided in hastening, Hvery poem he wrote toudthes
directly er indirectly on these problems,

(a) - Cummings Walters - Tennyson Poet, Fhilospher and Idealist,
‘ P, 206,
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IV, SHS IDYIIS OF THR KING® ANE

The "Idylis of the King" is considered to be Tennyson's
masterpiece, Huch tims and thought were given to them through-
out his whole life and fifty two years elapsed between the
publicatiowsof the Arthurian poems, The problem of the Idylls
is his greatest theme and illusitrates the national spirit
of the poet in two ways, 1In the first place the origin was
national, the subject is the grestest hero in the History
of British romance, "It is a great national poenm wifying
the deeds of the great national hero of Britains lagendary
age,” (a) Secondly, through the medium of these poems he
performs his most lasting service to Britain, for here he
moulded the ideals of the nation from the past, "Here
Tennyson extends the chaym and conseeration of poetry
to the organic life of the state, The Idylls constitute
the only adequate expression in fnglish poetry of the cone
ception of the state ms 2 living organism with its own low
of growth and decay, moral and material splendours, and
religious significance, YStrangely vremote' the world of
the Idylls but this givee true perspective and makes possible
the revelation of the essential truth with y@ﬁr..ﬁennysan
is the intellectual heir of Hdmund Burke." (b) He deals
with the prineiples which form the foundation and the stability
of the Government and society of ithe nation,

() Adaptation of British Legends,.

The historic foundations underlying the legends
of Arthuxr are slight. About the fifth century the Britons
vere engaged in twelve grest battles in which they wers
vistorious, under the leadership of their king, Arthur,
The story of his achievements is related by Geoffroy of
dormmouth, (1139) in his "History of the Britons®, Sir
Thomas Malory wrote a complete account of the story of
Arthur about 1470, His book, "Horte D'Arthyr® was one of
the first books published by Caxton, after the inventien
of his printing press in 1485, . The translation of the
Welsh "Habinogian® by lady Guest alse furnished material
for the Idylls, But the origin of the story is a2 much dis-
puted question and it is of little real value to know
“whether Arthur was & real king who ruled Britain after the
departure of the Homans and founded a new order of chivalry
and defeated the heathen in bloody battles as Nennius, and other
historians have related, or whether he was mersly a "solar
muth®, whether that extremely patriotic Wekshman Geoffrey of
Hormouth wrote a veracious chroniele, or whether the sources

{a) = B,G. Ambler - Tennyson - p,94,

(b} - L.R.Givbs - Tennyson's Idylls of the Fing, Hethodist
Review, Bept. Cet, '13,
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of the story were among the misty meuntains of ¥Wales or the
castles of Brittany,® %& The iwmportant fact ig that

they were kegends which were passed by word of mouth from
generation to generation, #nd whiech were a constant sourea

of pleasure to our early fBnglish ancestors, The Idylls

might be compared to (Coethe's *Faust®, the national drams

of Germany, Yennyson 4id not invent tnem any more than

Goethe invented "Faust®, Both suthors used the mass of various
legends of thelr native land, The subjeet matier in both

¢ases is product of many generations of people,

Just before Tennyson's time the Arthurian stories
had lost elmost 2ll their interest and were of no value in
the life of the nation, the o0ld versions being antiguated
and the new onas dull and lifeless, Tennyson immortalised
these fables, rescuing them from oblivion by clothing them
in his vigorous and popular verse, for which the nation
owee him a debt of gratidude, While using these old materials
he has not heeitated to snlarge on some themes, to cut down
and medify others and moke them adapiable to his purpose
and of value ag well as of interest,to his own age. He has
velated them to new gonditions of them@ht and language,
If this old story, belonging to the age of fable, could
eontribute to the mnational idesls in the twelvih and
thirtesenth century, as proved by Halory, why could they not be
used with advantage in the ninteenth and suecceeding centuries?
¥alory's ¥iorte D'Arthur’ does not only portray the life
and eivilization of Sazxon times; it reflects the charmoter
of the age of ehivalry; in the same way Tennyson makes his
version of the story represent the character of his own age,
4 mediseval civilization does not seem to have much conneection
with 2 materisl and dewmocratic period, but, by maintaining
an aloof attitude from the turmeoil of politics, he was able
te drive his prineciples home with a Torce stronger than he
eould have atitained by any other method, The Idylis are *The
weaving of ancient fable into modern thought, graceful pictures
of hercic days bloen by the winds of tradition inteo the hurly
burly age of stfhrdy fact and despoliic practicalisy.” (b
*"Though the adventures are now regerded from s modern point of
view, this point of view is in the same spiritual watch-tower
from which the framers of the legent looked: but it ie the
platform at the top not a loop-hole on the winding stair {¢)

|« {onde Bevoist FPallen « The meaning of the Idylis, p
¢) » W%, MeCallum - Tennysons Tdylls and Arthurian

g g - Henry Van Dyke » The poetry of Tennyson = p,185,
b
3tory - p. 316,
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{8} Service to the Natioen,

Through the medium of the Idylle he expressed his
most advanced theories concerning the state and society, They
have a patrictic charaeter stamped on them. "His work was to
snnoble the more prosale conception of authority, discipline
and obligation, to reveasl t{he divine origin and nature of
government, to trace the evelution of soeisty as subjset to
moral law, +to disclose the causal seguence that connects
homely duties with envaptured vision, to bring c¢ivie relation
within the illuminated eirele of poetry.,® () In the
successful accomplisimment of the purpose he has achieved
his most lasting service to the state, The neans he used to
reach this end was the story of the origin, development,
decay and disselution of a atate whieh he intended to serve
as & model in the nation's history. The Hound Table is

*h glorious company, the flower of men
To serve as medel for the mighty world
And be the feir beginning of a time,”
{* Guinivere®)

At the same time he emphasises the moral and religious needs
of the nation, But the main theme is the political struggle
to which the moral struggle was complementary, -

His sge was ong of transition, a time when

"The old order changeth, yielding place to new.”
{*Coming of Arthur®)

and when men were clamoring for the remedy of the corruptions
which were uwndéemining the faith ¢f the people in the nation,
"Driven by the discords and troubles of the present to the
teternal landseapes of the past®, it was natural that he should
take with him the anxieties and uncertainties that besetl

his hoart and seek to deliver his soul in verse,” (b) He
feels the age to be in need of counsel, of both moral and
socinl lessons, and he tries to give them, through the stories
of Arthur, In spite of many doubts and fears he has a
vision of an ideal state towards which he belileves his om
state i progressing. Hisz son: says," My father felt stirongly
that only under the inspiration of ideals andwith his

tgword bathed in Heaven® ¢an & man combat the cynical in-
difference, the intellectual selfishness, the sloth of

will, the utilitarian of a transition age”, (e)

b} - W, ¥ HeCallun- Teanyson's Idylls of the Xing and
Arthurian story . p 315,
{¢) » The Memoirs - Vol II, p. 129,

ia; - C.%.Moultein - Literary Oriticism, p. 109,

]
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The entire nation, both rulers and the ruled, may learn

many lessons from the idsals set forth in this work,

It has been called s "danual for Fringes®, (&) whsrain

thoy mny garner instruction for their character, conduet, and
rule, o gives lwsre an idesl nationsal hero and an ideal
national order, '

{A} Ideal zational hevo,

In the Idylls Tennyson delineates the character
of the first national here, Xing Apthur, Arthuv's personslity
is what binds thew im one united vhole and the unifying
theme ie his atiempt to build up an idesl kingdom and the
defeat of this attempt by sin, Hare he sete fprth hin
ider of the charscter snd duties of a medel king,
wio has not a divine right to rule, but & divine duty to per-
form for which he is especially gqualified., Hulars have -

*Powar on this derk land to lipghten it, _
And power on this desd world o make it live,”
{"Coming of Arthur®)

The welfare of his people should ocoupy & large place

in & ruler's heart and 2e should give them o just government
of egual law for all., In this wey he will bind the people
to himzoel? and ensare thelr loyaliy for,

"4 doubtful throne is ice on sumrer sea,”
{("Coming of Arthur¥)

Arthur recognized the faet that hs owed a duty to his people
for he saild,

e ait ¥ing, to help the wrong'd
Thre' all our realm,® ,
{"Gayeth and Lynette”)

“he king has not an oifice of luxurious ease, bui has =
strenveus work to 4o and he muet not indulge in useless
day«dreans, _
e Ring must guard .
That which he rules and is but =me thehind
To whom a space ¢f land ies given %o plow,
Who may not wander from the allotied field
Sefore his work bBe done, bul being doneg,
Let visions of the night or of the day

Come as they wili,” , .
THe Holy Grail®)

{a) = Dr, A ¥ Orawford - lecturs nokes,
® - . .
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His reward is the honor snd love of his people not great wenlth
and wide suthority in the present 1life but

fGreat hards of him will sing
Hereafter; and dark sayings ©fom of old
Ranging and pingingthrough the ninds of men
And echo'd by old folks beslide their fires
For comfort after their wage- work ic done
Hpesk of the King,®
' {*Coming of Arthur®)

|  Besldes being a medel ruler, the personal character
of the King was alsp ideal, He wae not surrounded by too
much pomp and ceremony,

- e neither worn on helm or shiesld
The golden symbol of his kinglihood

But rode a simple night smong his Imightsa,®
{"Conming of Arthur®)

He looked upon the truth ss the greatest of all virtues ag -

Wlants word is God in nman,®
{*Balin and Balan®)

and he wog =

A King whoe honors his own word
Ae if it were his God's,*
{"Laneelot and Tlaine®)

Tennysonts ain wae to picture

"Ifeal manhood elosed in real man.®

(ﬁ T;) f’F.o. @U'Qen)

“He shapad and refined from perhistoric materials, endowed
with chivalry and kingliness a personsge whom he named

King Arthur., dis nmaymkan ideal being to ambody in a single
Tigure at anﬂa the Fnglishman's epic hero and the Unglishman's
¥ensiah, Teo ?annysan‘ﬁ vigion there arose a Chyrist Tigure
transmuted ag it were inbdo modern lineamenis., The begiining
and end of Tennyson's most comprehensive life study: the Christe
like manhood divested of dogmatic and ecclestastioal pre-
suppositions and working its work in a peried of History
which ¢en he symbolically identified with the ?nglish nine-
teenth century. (&)

(a) -Genung - The ldylls and the Ages, p. 23,
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(8) 4An Ideal National Order,

The establishment of & model gdvermment wae the
work of this model king., Before Arthur came to the throne,
the state was in turmoll aznd confusion,

#The Lords
Have foughten like wild beasts among theéemsmelves
S0 that the realm has gone to wreck, "
{*Conming of Arthur®)

After he had settled the internal disorder and united all
the auarreling princeloms unfer his rule, He had to deliver
the atate f{rom the ravages sf external foes, and the heathen
who had been pillaging the land, He corrected the wrongs
within the state, he -
"Rooted out the slothful officer
Or guilty who for bribe had winked at wr@ng
And in their ehairs set up 2 sironger race
With hearts and hands, and sent a thousand men
To till the waste, and moving everywhere
8lenred the dark places and let in the law
And broke the bandit holds and c¢lensed the land,”
{"Gernint angd Znid%)

In this poem, as in Tennyson's shorter poems, thers iz the
plea for law, order, and regulated conservatism, After
Arthurts reforms and the founding of his kingdom, the people
lived in peace ané prosperity.

%All about a healthful people stept
As in the presence ¢f a gracious King,*
{*Caraeth and Lynette®)

Honesty, purity and truth in ruler and court - all work
for good but the opposite of thege are among the sins of
the nation that are deadlier than wey,

The eco-workers of Arthur and.hia kingdom were his
nights and the menmbers of hisg court,: He charges his knights
noet to allow themselves to be tempted from thely work
lest,

*Chanes of noble deeds will come and go
Unchallenged, while ye follow wandering fire
Lost in the guagmire!? _

{"The Holy Grail)

They must not lead a menastic aﬁistame&, and think only of
individual gain but be
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#ien
With strength and will to right the wrang'd of power
To lay the sudden heads of violenece flat,”
{"The Holy Grail®)

“Apthur inspires his knights to fellow his example, to lead
noble and, above all, useful lives, and make

“Their manhood mightier day by day,"

Gareth refuses to lead an idle 1ife, he has heard of the wonder-
ful deeds of Arthur's knights, -

Han am I grown, 2 man's work must I do

Follow the deer? IFollow the Christ, the King,

Live pure,speak true, right wrong follow the Xing.,®
- ("Gareth: wnd Lynette®)

It i® his ambition to,

W *¥ly discaged to sweep
in ever-highering eagle-circles up
Te the great sun of glory and thence swoop
Bown on sll things basge and dash them dead
A Xnight of Arthur working oult his will
To nleanse the world,*

(*Gareth and Lynette")

The duty of Arthur's knights was to astablish ordér
and justice, losing themselves in the smervice of the etate,
This might be taken as Tennyson's protest againsi - the
individualisn of the ningteenth c¢entury, Yhe ¥ Arthur
vequires of his Imights is fully defined in the oath of
Allegisnce whioh they gave to the Xing,

1 made them lay thelr hands in unine and swear
To reverence the Xing as if he were
Thelr conseience, their consclience as their King,
o break the heathen and uphold the Chriet,
Te ride abroad redressing human wrongs,
To speak no slander, no, nor listen te i%,
To honor hie own word as if his CGod's
To live sweet lives in pursst €hastity,
To love one maiden only, cleave 1o her,
And worship her by years of hoble deeds
Until they won her." -
{"Guinivere®)

This oath sets forth rvules for their character and conduct
and defines thelr moral and socisl obligations, It

emphasizes the necessity of pubity and truth and above all
thae influence of the true love of man and woman, This love
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has power,

“Not only to kesp down the base in man

But teamch high thought and smisble words

And courtliness, and the desire of fame

And love of truth and all that makes = man, "
{ "guinivere?)

Tennyson has placed the foundations of his ideal kimgdom

on this love., The work of the kingdom is the jointbask

of men and woman, In the "Idylls® the failure of this love
brings destruction to Arthur's realm, The sin whiech caused this
ruin was net the king's, the guilty one was she who should

have besn his greatest helper,

{C} The fall of the Kingdom,

The theme throughout is the ruin of 8 great
and noble ideal by the broad and deep influences of one sin
which lays ite blight on the whole comwunity, "The Goming
of Arthur® relates the founding of Arthur's kingdom
and hiz marrviage with Guinivere, In this very first Idyll
the beginning of the sin which eaused the destrueticn of the
realm is apparent, Ouinivere doer not leve her husband,
she loves lancelot., In "Gaveth and Iynette™ and in the two
Idylls on Geraint and ¥nid, Arthur, although net firss
in interest, way be seen to work for the good of his kingdom
and of the peopla, "Arthur appears here as a great construetive
statesman rather than 2 warrior, He is building his state on
the broad foundations of justise and merey and is adopting ns
his watchwords - help for the helpleas snd rescue for the
oppressed,® (&) There i®s no evil in the court in "Gareth
and lynette” and so the wen are brave and the women are
gracious and virtuous, 3But in "Geraint and Inid" the shadow
of sin falls on the Round Table, The trouble of these two
people may be traced to it. Beecasuvse of the rumour of the
unfaithfulness of the gueen Geraint distrdésts his wife, who
is altogether true,

The deterioration of the Urder now becomes very
rapid, and in the two succeeding Idylls the forces of evil
are clearly seen at work, Rumeur bescomes scandal and goseip
holds #8%Y in the court, The faithless love of the gueen
causes the death of the two brothers, Balin and Balan,

Vivien with all her evil influences takes up her abode at the
court, In"lancelot and Blaine®™ passion reaches its full
maturity and its effeoct is seen, not only in the characters
of Lancelot and Guidivere, byt in the half hearted efforts

to carry on the true work of the Court, Lancelot had always

(a) = G,%, French - ¥acHillan Wdition of the Idylls- p.339,
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beeon looked up to as a model of all s knight should be but he
proved to be unworthy. The ¥nights now abandon work all
togather and set out in sesrch of the Holy €rail, they committed
the erraor of, o

. #Lgaving human wrongs to right themselves,”
{"he Holy Grail®)

and sought only theiy own individual benefit, Arthur does
not approve of this desire to lezve the work of the world
and rebtire into a monastery but his khights keed him not,
In *Guinivere® disappointnent and failure reign, The fruition
of gin is apparent and its consequences presg heavily upon
the king and Quesn, The XKingdom ie toppling te6 ruin,
Faithfulness and obedience have been swept from the realm
and lawlessness holds sway. The result is given in%"fhe
Passing of Arthur® where the King faces the defeat of his
plans asnd the overthrow of the order which he had spent
his life in raising,

The "Idylls of the Xing® are the peetls statement
of the high ideals which every nation should cherish, They
show that when a government faile, it is not always because of
some attack from without but beecause of some moral evil
within, that destroye the foundatlons of the atate., Tennyson
had » loyal affection for Queen Vietoria and often praised
her many good gqualities but his greatest tributes were that,

"Her Court was pure.”
{"To the Queen")

and thab

#She wrought her people lasting good,”
{"Ivia®)

The epiloguée to the Idylls consists of a poem entitled "Ho the
gueen and in a2 similar poem he dedlicates his whole work to
her. The high regadd vhieh he had for Xing Albert is shown

by the faet that he dedicated the Idylls to his memory,
comparing him %o Arthur, his ideal sovereign, It may be easily
geen what an influence the work of PTsnnyson has had in
strenghhiening the loyslty of the people to the throne, .

The value of the Idylls may be summed up in fladetone’s
words, - "The Arthurisn Romsnce® has every recommendation
that should win itz way to tha homage of a great poet in ithe
largest and deepest sence, and therefore, though highly
national, it is wniversal, for it reste upon those depths



(32)

and breadths of our nature to which all the truly great
developments in all nations are related,”
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V., BRAMAS,

» In his dramas as well as in all his other poetry
Tennyson exhibits a national spirit., His most important
dramag constitute a Ristorieal Trilogy. Here Tennyson shows
his patriotism in his reverence or the past, e attempis
to portray great periods of history in dramatic form, His
dramatic Prilegy deals with three grest psriods or three
graat erises in national 1life, thus picturing the development
of Ingland, Up to his time np poet since Shakespeare had
taken their plots or characters from history, Hach drams

hag a national interest., Tennyson takes prominent men and women,
outstanding figures of & time and makes them represent
eonflicting forces in national 1life. The great elements of
society, political, religious and race elements, are shown
in their struggle Ior supremacy., "They are historical
tragedies which envolve not only individual but political
parties and warring classes of society, The subject is to
trace the fate of nations, to exhibit the conflict of
opporing characteras, not for themslves alone, but as the
expenents of those great populsr forces which play beneath
the surface, To throw the vivid colours of life into black
and white on the sereen of history and show that the Tigures
are not mere shadows bul human beings of like passions with
oursalves,? {a)

"Queen Hary, "

"The heroine of the play is Zngland herself,
struggling and bleeding in the grasp of the Roman wolfl,
It is nobly imagined and we feel the poet to be full of a
retro~aotive as well ag z present patriotism,” {v) The
problem envolves both the spiritusl and temporal life of
Wngland, Yhe guestion is whether dngland is going to be
guided in matters of the Church by the dervees of Rons, a
foreign power, or, as in civil affairs, follow her own counsel
and work oubt her own destiny., Hach dramamarks the beginning
of a new era and in “Gueen Mary" the sway of Foman
Catholicism comes to an end and ¥ngland faces the dawning
of a new age,

fne faet that Queen Mary has drawn on her@elf;
perhaps undeservedly the hate of Hngland, aroused the
sympathies of Tennyson and induced him to seek 10 put her
{4} - Hemry Van Syke - The Poetry of Tennyson- p., 226,

{b} - H, James - Views and Reviews,
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charaeter in a fairer light by painting it as he understood it,
Mary sueceeseded to the throne at & diffieult time, The natien
was in a Terment owing to the doubiful succession te the
thyrone, fear of a foreign marriasge snd religlous unrest,

Franee and Bpain were at war, Seotland and Zngland were

pitted against each other becsuse of the marriage of Nary
Tudor to Fhilip of 8pain and the marrviage of Hary Btuart

to the Dauphin of France, Une resgon that indueced Hary

to marry Philip was the facet that,

f¥ary of Scotland marriedte your Dauphin
Yould make ocur Ingland France,
Hary of Zngland joining hands with Spain
Would be too streng Tor France,

%”éﬁ%. 1, Be,5%)

- Tennyson sketches the characters in a masterly
way, comparable to the skill of Shakespeare in Henry VIII,
$iy Ralph Bagenhall, Lord William Howard, and Thomas ¥yatt
are typical of the stdrdy Inglidhman of the time, An
sequaintance is made also with the common peoplem thelr
manners and speech are introduced directly inte the play .
A1l sre men of courage and spirit, as was necessary in this
Reign of Terror, & vivid deseription is given of the religious
persecutions whieh Mary instituted., The executions of Cranmey
and Latimer take place in the play while the exgoution of
Ridley and Lady Jans Gray and others are described, The
people are strugeling for religious liverty,

%1%t will never be a merry world in Jngland
7411 &1l men have theit Bibvle,rich and poor,
iﬁﬂ% 5. Sﬁ} 5.}

In this long and bloody sbtruggle the people were finally
triwnphant snd religious tolerancs was established, At the
close of the play, when Hiizabeth comes to the throns, Ungland
asserts her independence and the hated influence of Spain '
no longer troublss the nation,

"Reoket "

The confliet waged between church and crown, whith
shook Bngland for so many years, is depigted here, it is a
struggle for supreme autherity in temporal affairs, In the
character of Henry and Thomas a Becket we may reach an under=
standing of the conditione of this century, Backet was one
of the Tirst Inglish leaders in the struggle for liberty,
gnd this made him an attractive subject to Tennyszon, He is ;
pune of the mysteriss of history, but this play does_much towards
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clearing wp the mystery surrounding his character, Vhen he is

in the King's service, he is eager to carry out every wish

of the King but when he is the defender of the church he is

ready to smerifice everything for heriwelfare, He feels that

zgeiaonﬁitien of the people depende on the chuvch which is
1eip, . '

¥ Tower of strength
Their bulwark against throne and baronsge,”
(act 2, 8¢ 1.)

‘ Az spldier and as chancellor Becket had been loyal
to the king end, thinking he would have in him one who would
carry out his pkans unguestioned, Henry appointed him Arech-
bishop of Canterbury, 3Iub Beaket then believed that he had
become the champion of the cause of Hod and of the people,
and to better serve the Church, he renounced the vanities
of the world, When Beerot wished to reform some evil amongst
the olergy Becket refused to sanction them on the groumnd
that matters of the Church were outside the jurisdietion
of the throne, The differences between these two men canged
their former friendship to be replaced by hate, Finally Becket
was murdered at the supposed wish of the King, Yhe story of
Henry's unfaithfulness to his wife and his love for Rosamund
adds interest to the play snd is based on historical faect, The
value of this drama is testified to, by J.R. Green who says
that all his rvesearches inte the annales of the twelvth
dentury had not given him 80 vivid a conception of the
eharacter of Henry 1I and his court as was embodied in
Tennysonts "Beuvketh, '

Afareld”

, The tragedy set forth in thie play marked a crisis
in English History when the bitternass of defeat proves to
be the beginnigg of the greatness of the British nation, Here
ws see™he close of that fierce triangular dual betwesn .
the Saxons, the Danes and the Normans which resulted in the
binding of Sngland, still Baxon at heart, %o the civilization
of the Continent." (a) Harold the last Saxon Xing is one
of the most intervesting as well as pathetic Tigures in
nistory, Tennysen adds interest to this hereie figure, He
depicts him as awarrior and accentuates his moral character,
making him hold: to the ideals of duty, nobleness and patriotism.
The simplieity of his characier may be vontracted with the
subtlety of the character of ¥illiam, The temptation of
Harold, his yielding to it and his congeguent remorse, and
finally his punishment, furnished material for this play,

In the beginning a glimpse is given of the character
of Hdward the Confessor and of his reign, OUn his deathbed
he wills his evown to Harold and exacts the promise from
him that he will never marry Hdith, as he has promised that
she will enter the hely life, Harolé tries to forget his sorrow
ovaer the loss of Hdith in devoting himsel? to the kingdom,
(a) = Henry Van Dyke - The poetry of Tennyson. p. 227,
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He has to stawp out a rebellion of the Danes and scarcely
has he sccomplished this than he hears of the landing of
William with the Norman army to demand the throne which
Harold swore he would give to him. The Battle of

Hastings follews, a deseription of whxﬂh.zsgaveﬁ in the
conversation of Adith and the Blghop watching from a digt-
ange., The eraft of William finally thiumphs, After the
battle William snnounces hHis policy in the following lines,

 "Hake them again one people - Norman Bnglish
And UGnglish Horman} we shall have a hand
Te grasp the world with and = foot to stamp it
Flat, Praise the Baints it is over, Jo more blodd,
i am ¥Eing of England, so they thwart ne na%
And I will rule sccording to thely laws,?
(A6t 5, Se 11,

The Foresters®

Tennyson says, "I have sketched the people in anscther
great transition period of the making of Bngland, when {he
barons sided with the people and sventually won far them
the Hagna Cherta.” ("Memoirs® Vol I, p., 175.) Bubk thise
is of minor interest beside his makzng use of old traditions
and making us ultimately acqu&iﬂte& with one of the grest
- figures of HEnglish legends. It is "an Inglish woodland
piece, though slight in texture possesses the true
Tennysonnian charm, There breathes through it the poet's
love of dngland and Znglish traditions and Znglish folk.® (a)
The story of Robin Hood is peculiarly fitted to Znglish
drama, the subjeet being so pesrfeetly in harmeny with
Znglish sentiment and taste,

The play tells how Hebin Hood came to leave his
saridem and take uwp his life sus leader of a band of robbers
in the forest., The story of how he took from ithe undemerve
ing rich and gave to the poor, is well known, he never
congidered self-aggrandigement at all,

"Row your great man your Hobin,all
Zngland's Robim fights nbt for himself bud
for the people of England,®

{Aet I, He,ii.)

Bobin Hood is in love with Hariasn but they sre prevented.
from marrying, Marian and her father are finally farced
to leave thelr home becsuse of debt and because of '
Prinee John's treachery., Thely miafortunes come to an end
withthe return of Xing Richard from his crusade., He
restores Robin to his earldom and consénts to his marriage
with darian,

In these dramas Tennyson never deviates from the
faot of history yet, while he follows the seguence of

{a)%.ﬁ. xon « A Primexr of Tennyson p 11%.
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events, he §ﬂ$a new 1life into them snd makes 014 historieal
eharpeters living and breathing pevsonalities, whose
actions it is 2 pleasure to follew, The reading of Tennysen's
ploys fixes the character of the time snd of ite people

more fively in the mind than the study of any histery

text, Mis three other drames are not historiesl and ave

not of importance in this conneetion, Helleam Tennyson says
he had in mind another play "Bimon de Hontford" dastribing
the Zngland of the thirteenth century., Yennyson takes

zgctions of Znglish Hletory and securss them from oblivion

by giving thism a- form in whioh the interest nover {lags.
Although his plays mey not have perdset dromatic form

and mey not be suscessful on the stage, yot they are Ffull

of interest, sspesially to the British natien vhich findg

in them se many national events snd national characters

and go much of national life, :
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in all the yaetry Tennyson wrote, in his epicsg,
lyrics and dramss he ig distinetly national, The apirit
of the British nation shines throughout all his work,
"Tennyson is so perfect a representative of Inglish thought,
o 50 closely identified with Tnglish idesls as to be looked
upon as the natural volce of the nation's noblest spirvitual
and intellectual life.? (a)} He had a throefold love
for the nation, a reverence for the past as scen esypsecially
in his dramas, an interest in the present shown in his
patriotic and indeed in mll his shorter poetry, and a strong
faith in a glorious future., A national poet is deveted
te the ideals of the natlion but this akone d4id not satisly
Tennyson, He aimed at making his poetry of service to the
state and he soccomplished much in raising and strengthening
the national ideals, He contyributed to form the national
mind far more powerfully than is commonly supposed, His
aim may be best summed up in his own lines,«

"The singer for hie art.
Hot all in vain may plead,
YPhe song that nerves z nation's heart
Is in itself a deed, v *

The subjects of Tennyson's peoetyy are slmost
without exception Bnglish subjects. 4And not only the
contént of the poems but algo the style in which they are
written procliaim him mglish, in composing his
poetry hs exhibite an Anglo Baxeon steadiness, and the
elaborate recasts he made shows that there was nothing
excitable about his habits of mind, His poems asbound
in siwilis "dvawn frem every day sounds and sighte;
and so vitel with observations of commeon Fnglish liie and
things that they seem to illuminate the page with Ingland.(b)

The c¢heracteristics of an Englishmsrn are sverye
where apparent in his poetry. "To thosme few of us who wers
born under his star, and were contempdrariecs of his own
prime, he was literally the poet par excellence and of
right divine, And surely he was our ong great Unglish post,
living so &nglxsh, thinking so Iaglish, and dying s0 Fnglish,
To speak only of his inmediate ;reﬁs@esgeys, Tordsworth,
Coleridge, Shelley and Eeats, Seott and Byron, greatest
of the grest though they were, they were not the firset and
lzst national poets, Hor wae, save in ons grest lyrie,

{a) -« %W.M. Dixon - & Primer of Tennyson - p, 127,

(b) - Stopford A Brooke » Termyson his Art and Relatien
- te Hodern ﬁife,?ali.g 104,



hiig grest co-vrival Robert Browning, But Tennyson has set
Bngland befors our eyee, he was the interprster of our
feelings, if not of sur ereed, of our faith.* {a)

Hig poetry is 2 memorisl of all that is noblest in the
life of the British Igles, Among other nations it arouses
interest in the poet's countyy and the people, HNany o
study of verse lesds to mutval knowledgs, the moere pariect
vﬁdarstmﬁding which promotes harmony in the world, Thus
Tennyson's verge adeomplished in some degree his own dresm

for the fatures

{a) - Rawnsley - Reminiscences of the Tennysons, p. QSQ;
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