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revaillng idea in respect to the Apocalypse is that it is

Va book without any apparent plan or visible purpose, full of dark
sayings and inexplicableamysteries. For such an opinion we must ad-
mit there is some justification; The book revels in much imagery
that was ho doubt familiar to an earlier world, but which is totally “
unfamiliar to the world of this present time.l xt uses symbolism
which, perhaps, was olear as the noon-day sun to the contemporaries
of the writer of the Apooalypse, but which veils rather than unveils
truth to the reader many centuries removed from that time. It be-
longs to a type of literature mach in evidence before the Apocalypse
:was written, literature that brought an inspiring message to its
readers in days of gloom and despair, while, on the other hand, to
the average modern reader it stands iselated and unapproachable. o

- It is the ‘burpose of this thesis to show. that the Apocalypse
is not a book to be passed over as being too difficult and dark
and’ mysterious for the reader of" to-day, but rather one whoae evident
purpose is stamped on every page; one that professes an unwavering
trust in the "larger hope", an. unshakeable ‘convietion in the triumph
of right, an unflinehing faith in the victory of the cause of Jesus
Christ» one that exalts spirltuality over materialism, that glori-
fies the martyr spirit, and that brings 1ts message of hope and
cheer 0 the p eople of every age and every clime.

In fulfilling this purpose no minute analysis or explanation

»of petty details will be attempted. Sueh a course would ‘be iva
possible in a treatise of this kind' futhermore, it tends to cbscure
the beauty and sighificance of the wholes Rather will the present
mriter follow the broadest and sanest lines of fnterpretation, seek-
ing in the. literature with which the author was familiar, in the



events of his own time, and in his own personal experience the key
to unlock the secrets of the Apocalypse. .

' But this alone will not sufficiently fulfill the purpose of
this thesise. Having discovered dn the Apocalypse the meaning it
bore to the peop le of its time ‘the writer hopes to indicate its
wider message, its endorsaticn of the great principles of human con-
duct end Divipe goverpment that know no limit of time or place.‘ _
According to the "Puturist" method of interpretation the Apocalypse
}nad 1itt1§’,if,anYQ,intér§St'fO# the_immediate_present, its interest
was purely eschatological, According to the "€ontinuous-Historical®
method 1t was a prediction of definite events yet to be fulfilled;
and menh nave taxed ﬁheir 1ngenuity for centuries fn‘seek;ngnthe 1-
dentification of the first Beast with some historice.l character ofl
their own time, now finding i1t in the Pope of Rome, now in the leader
of the Protestann/’ Reformation, at one time in Napoleon Eonaparte,
in our own day with the German Kalser. Needless to say such a method
has fallen~1nto well-deserved disrepute. Mhe "Preterist" method con-
' fined the scope of ‘the Apocalypse mainly to the authoﬂs own time,
Acoordingly the book would have ho interest for the student of to-day
© save that which it held in common With any record of purely past events;l
The method that will be followed here is that of the ”Contemporary-
‘Historical combined w1th the Spiritual. In other words the erter
expects to find in the Apocalypse the reflection of a situation past
or p resent to its author, but he also eéxpects to find in it pro-
phecy, hot prophecy of petty detalls and exact prediction, but pro-
phecy in the highest and truest sehse of the word, the enunciation
~of mighty prlnciples of God in stern and arresting tohes.

The Apocalypse is by no means to be con81dered a "laborious



i ﬁiece of patch-work" or a "mosaic of earlier fragménts,"-and yet a
'élose cbmparison of it with the Scriptures of the 0ld Testament leads
to the conclusion that the author aid use "sources" in the presentation
of his message to the churches of Asia Minor and 10 the church at )
large. Swete declares: "No bopkvinvthe New Testamerit 1s so thoroughly
steeped in thévthought ghd imagery of therﬁebrew Scripturesﬁ.lAgainé
"No writer of the Apostoiic age makes larger use of his predecessors".2
From,another authorltyswe learn that oat of the four hundred and four
verses of the Apocalypse two hupdred and s*xty-five contaln 0ld Testa-
ment 1anguage, and abqgt five hundred and fifty.references are‘made

to 0ld Testamént passages. And yet one cahnot help but feel that

in us1ng such material with a free ‘hand the Apocalyptist first made

it his very own. Rarely, if ever, are the |

1. The Ap.ocalypée of St. John “fntro. p. 53.

2, v S

3. Westcott & H ort " .
\exact'words of\ap 01d TeStament;writer;used; and;when the imagefy ls
apgropriaﬁed it'is.used with pgrfeét consistency to the thought of

the author and to ‘the purpose of his boék. ‘Even where the thought

\of an earlier writer appears our author has, undoubedly, used thls
not slavishly but creatively. In reality the old is fashicned into
new.

No exhaustive 1llustration as to the dependence of the Apo-

calyptfst on 01ld Testament literature can here be attempted, nor is
it.necessarya In conjunction with what has already been stated in
a general way three or four illustréticns will suffice. First of
all it should be hoted that the p lagues which followed the blow-

ing of the Trumpets' and the plagues which followed the pouring out



of the Bowls ?have a marked resemblanceAto~the Egjptian plagues re-
corded in the Book of Exoduse. The destrucfion of the vegetation by
hail end fire, the turhing of the sea into blood, the darkening of
the luminaries of heaven; the curse of ﬁhe locusts upon the fruitful
land, have a8 conspicuous s1m11arity to the judgments of God which -
fell up~on Pharaoh and his peaple. "And
1. Apocalypse Y}l&_
the Lord said ﬁ nto Moses, stretch out thine hand over the land of
Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upohn the land of Egypt,
and eat every herb of the land, even all thet the hail hath left., 'n
>Each of the other’ gplagqes of the Apocalypse might be traeed to 1ts
source in a similar way, ahd eo‘traeed can beiinterpreted; For
:should any doubt prevall in the mind;of‘the reader as to why these .
things followed the Trumpets and t.he Bowls all dou.bt is dispelled
when he finds that orlginally they meant God's. judgments, stern and
terrlble, upon the oppr essors of God's chlldren. .

Or, to take another illustration, the "measuring of the templg"
%as in all probab*lity, suggested‘by the visiOn-of Zechariab;" I
lifted up mine eyes agaln and looked and behold, a man with a measur-i
ing 1ine in his hand". . And not only is there a similarity in ex-
preséion noticeable here, but in the thought, as well, Theiobject of

the measuring in both cases is undoubtedlyvthét of " preservation."

A like similarity is also discerhible between the "Sealing
of the One Hupdred ahd Forty-four Thousand " in the Apocalypse and

the account given by Ezekiel of the safeguarding of the righteous
1z, (
le Ex X
. m— 1.
2. Apocalypse X1
Se Zech.



in Jerusalem by the mark of the Lord placed on their Foreheads -,
Flnally, a comparlson between the section of the Apocalypse

that refers to the "Little Book" and a second vision of Ezeklel will
help : to- prove what has been stated already as to the way our author
uses his "sources. "And the v01ce which I‘Keard from heaven spake
unto me again and said: 'Go and take the little book which is open
in the hand of the angel '=-----=-- and T took the little book out
of the angel's hand, and ate it up ; and it was in my mouth sweet
as honey ; and as soon as I had eaten it my belly was bitter, And
he said unhto me. 'Thou must'phophesy again before many peoples, and
\'nations and tongues, and kinOS".q- The earlier writer described his
vision thus: "And when I looked behold a hand was sent unto me, and -
lo, a roll of a book was thereln,--~4-~— Moreover he said unto me-
---- eat this roll and g0 speak unto the house bf Israel.! Sovaopened
my mouth and he caused me to eab that roll ------- Then did I eat it
and it‘was in my mouth aé honey for sweethess, Ahd he said unto me,
go,get ‘thee unto the house of Israel and speak with my words unto
them" Thls comparison
1. Bzek, 1X 4‘ |

. 8-11
2e Apoc. X

' 9 - 4
~S. Ezek 11 - 111
will serve to illustrate the fact that the thought of our Apo@alyptist
Ais hot limited by that of his "éource". Ezekiei 1s bidden to prophesy
to the "house of Israel;" but the New Testament Prophet, to "many
peoples, and natlons, and tongues and kings',- a commission inflnltely
Wwiderv

No further comment is necessary to show that the writer of the

Apocalypse drew freely upon the Scriptures of the 0ld Testament for



his matefial,~for words,  for imagery, and for thought. |
| Another evident "source" from which the writer of the Apoca-
lypse drew freely was that of Apocalyptic literature. A few words
regardiﬁg this 1itefature will be in place here. The voice of the
bld Testament p rophet ceased to be heard when the idea became ‘
current that the Law was the infallible and final uterance of God.
Thenceforth there was no room for the Probhet among the.Jewiéh people.
~ Nevertheless, inspiration had not ceased,~- p rophetic actiVity wag
Simply manifested in a différeht form. No longer did the prophet
appear in personal form denoﬁncing in thundefous tones the vices of
the times, and, with heralds voice recaliing the people to theif
‘allegience to the Mcst'High,- he would not thus have been received,
But he spoke to the peop le of his‘time ih literary form, he wrote
under the aegls of some greaﬁ'name of the past, he'sought the aid
of pséudonymity{ The‘period'between the writing'of the last pro-
phetic book of the 014 Testament ahd the gospels of the New Testa—‘
ment has often been: referred t0 .88 a “perwod of silence". This
" p eriod of 31lence," however, has been narrowed down into smaller
and smaller limlts by much scholastlc research,— in fact it has been
; proved conclu51vely that it never existed at all, The perlod re-
ferred to was a‘perlod of great splritual development'and great li-
terafy activity. KThe'proof of this is fouhd in'thé'Apocryphal and
Apocalyptié literature. With the latter we are éépeciaily dbncerned
here., The apocalyotlst was the successor of the prophet. He 1earned
“the will of God in the same way through vision, trance and splrltaal
communion, He, too, had a message that he must communicate, although
the mode of his commuhication was of hecessity, different to that of

" the prophet. He sent out in literary form his message of comfort and



hope, and bade the God-fearing be of good cheer. To those hard-
pressed in life's battle he promised the speedy deliverance of the
Great Deliverer, the ushering)in by supernatural means, of a hew
heaven and a new.earth. Wheh the existence of evil seemed an in-
congruity in a world goverhed by a righteous God the apocalyptist
foretold a time when evil would be defeated and right would triumph,
when the unjust would be punished; and the just would be rewarded,
Small portions of this liﬂefature may be found‘in various

P rophetie books of the 0ld Testament, but the great Apocalypse in
the Hebrew Scriptures is the Book of Daniel. This book appeared in
the early days of the Maceabean'struggle, a time of mingled hope and
despair, with a piercing ethTtation'to endure-all, and with a pro-
mise of near and full salvation. ‘The "Book of En&gg“, the "Assumption
of Moses s the “Apocalypse of Baruch, " the "Fourth Book of Esdras"
are only a few examples of an extens1ve non-canonical apocalyptip
1itersture. The message of this:tjpe of literature was adorned with
abundant imagery and much sup ernatural coloring, but sublime con-
cepfions/and eternal truths were there also. | |

. - The first ChriStiah Apocalypse "came on the crest of this lohg
- wave of apocalyptic effort" l' Unlike the other literature of its
sclass it bore the authoﬂs name; the Law had been dethroned by Christianity
and the@rophet coald now fling aside the gulse of pseudonymity. A
hatural inference Would be that our Apocalvptlst drew much of his in-
s01ration ahd material from preceding apocalyptists, In fact one is
not surprised that so thorough a student of Apocalyptic as Dr., Charles
pronounces the writer of the New Testament Apocalypse to e "steeped

1n Anocalypt*c literature". Nlbh this verdict the impartial student



can-hardly refuse to cohcur. Yet one is also constrained to admit

that in spite of our authors indebtedness to Jewish sources he pro-

duces a product that surpasses them all. The §ubstantiation of this

statement mey—be found by a‘comparisop of some of the doctrines com-
mon to both. In Jewish Apocalypﬁic Particulafism conteéts the field
with Universalism., Again and again the world is spoken of as the .
especial heritage of the Jewish peeple, in fact created for ﬂhat pur-

2
p ose, "He hath created the world on behalf of His people" In the .

Christlan Apocalypse ‘ _

1, Swete "The Apoec. of St. John, p. XXV1ll

2. "Assumptlon_of Moses iiz

the wider and more wniversal oubtlook predominatess: " And I saw ano-
ther angel fly in the midst of heaven having the everlastlng gospel

to preach anto them that dwell on the earth, and to every natlon,
1 .
and klndred and tongue, and people, ™

EN»»MgM%\Vé>ﬁarther comparison might be made in respect to the Messiah

doctrine, and a correspondlng development can be percelved.‘ Mahy

see a reference to the Messish in the visiop of Daniel,gwhepe mention
is made of "ohe like the Son of man, " The connection, to say the
least, is uncertain, However'the "Son of Man" in Daniel may be the
germ for the Enochié "Son of Man" who is "the .Christ," "the Righteous
one," " the elect one“, Here a wonderful development has taken
place. And yet, though in phraseolomy the writer of “the Apocalypse
may revert to Dan1e1 ahd the Book of Enoch, the Christ portrayed in
the Tast book of the New Testament transcends all previous conceptions
and predectlons regarding the Messiah of God,- He is a victorious

risen, glorified, personal Saviour.




Neﬁertheless,'it mist still be adéitted that our Apocalyptist
is under a large-deb£ to hls predecessors in the field of Apocalyptic.
The similarity in phraseology is very distinct. In the opening vision
1, Apoec. 5126 |
‘ _ 9-13
2. Daniel V11 ‘ ,
of the Apocalypse Christ is described as ?one like unto the Son of
man clothed with a garment down to the fopt and gir£ about the paps
with/a golden girdle. His head and his hairs Webe(white'like wool, 

as white as spow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; énd his
. feet like unto‘finé‘brass,~as if they burnéd in a ‘furnace§ and his
- voice as the sound of many waters. And he had in his right. hand
seven stars and out of his mouth weht a sharp two-edged sword: ahd
~his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strengtn“l Unquestionably
the great original for the above descriptlon is found in the Book
of Daniel~ "And I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the
Anclent of daJs did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the
hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like fiery ’
flame and his wheels as burning fire.-—-f-~~~—f one like the Son of
man came With the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days,
and they brought him near before him,"?.‘ 7
) Enough has been said to show that,in the opinion of the writer
of this treatise, the author of the Apocalypse used, and used freely
the Apocalyptic llteratare With

‘ 15-10. :

1., Apoc. 1 ‘ : .

' 9-13
2. Dapiel V11 |
whlch he was famlliar, both canonical ‘and uncanonical. But at the

same time he did not use it slav1shly, he did allow his "source" to



cirouﬁscribe his own imeginationfepd thought. He reinterpreted the
material that he found at his hand, and sent it forth to bring its
message of hope and comfort to a persecuted people, even as the ola '
Testament Apooalypse had done in the sad days of Antiochus Epiphanes,
But no consideration of the "souroes" of tpeiApocalypse.Wouid
be complete'without taking account of the personal expepience of the
writer, the contemporary infldences and events,:the oompeiling inner
sp irit which made the task a sacred obligation._ Without attempting
to enter into any discass1on as to the authorship and date of the A— )
| pocalypse it should_bevstated that the»positiop hereip edoptedylswthat
‘»the Apocalypse was written by the Apostle John, "the disciple whom
Jesus loved," the ohe on whom the mantle of St. Paul had fallen so
far as work amohg the ohurches‘of‘Asia‘Minor was ooncerned As con-
firmation of this position there might be cited the ev1dence of tne
Apocalypse itself, ~where the name of the author is mentioned in both
the opening and clos1ng chapters, the evidenoejalmostﬁynanimous, of “?j
~the early ohurch, the evidence of much modern sonolarship, while the
tone and temper of the book harmonize well with the gospel portrait‘
of the son of Zebedee. Also, the view teken here is in favor of a
i late date- 96-97 A,D. at the olose of the reigi of Domitian. The Ae
poeeiyp,se looks baok over a period of perseoution and the 1mmediate
purpose of it is plain, it was intended to strenghhen the faith of
a people sorely tried under the strain apnd stress of a relentless perse;
cution. And while it is true that persecution of Christians took
place as early as the reign of Nero, yet that persecution was spas-
modic and localized while under Domitian it became widespread ahd a

settled policy._ The 1nternal evidence of the condition of' the Aslan



churohes suppoftsrthis view; for 1&xity and degqnéracy.and;spiri-_

tﬁal langﬁbr characterized in a marked degree some of the‘chqrches
addressed by Jphn, All this presuéppses g‘@atevpot egrlitr thapﬁ

'96 A.D};.béfcre that time the Apbcalypse would haveibeen'an histo-
bical impossibility. _ L o o

‘It now becomes possible to seek to determine'thelcontempo-
‘rery influences which moulded thie conception of the Apocalypses.
Dr.‘Milligan gives first plage in}thisregard_ttvtheVQiscqurce of

- oup Loﬁd upoh the "last things" in response to the‘questions:
- "when shall these things be?" and "what shall be the sigh;of Thy
coming apd of the %onsﬁmmgtion‘of the Agg?f'>And in his opinion
although the destruction of Jerusalem may occupy the foregrqunq;
‘vthe words used‘have‘g wider reference tq'the}?gréat tribu}éti@n“
which was to come .upon the world. That view accords well with the
iprevgiling idea in this th@Sig;vﬁpr_if guf»Loyd_deglttw;th greét
'p rinciples rather than ﬁith concrete future events we should expect
to find the'same'attitude in “thevdisciple that Jesus love‘ " At
any rate in listening to the teaching of Jesus, in markin%/ Hls |
attitude toward evil, in behmldingy His 1ife of unflinching faith
_in God, John had, w1thout doubt,ra valuable preparation for his
twork as a wrlter of the Apocalypse. | -

Allusion has already been made to the persecution which had
fallen'upon'the churcﬁ of Christ@ This alsq‘impelled‘the-Apostle
to his work. Christianity in its earlier days may have besn looked
upon as s religion of 1ittle'consequence so far asvthe Imperial _
cult was concerned., That day soon passed; for the vitality and

gggressiveness of the new religion placed it ere long in the very



. , . o o S , |
forefront of antagonism to "Caesar-worship . “And when John wrote his

Apocalypse the Church and the Empife stood opposed "in 6ec1ared in-
eXp:iable war," The time had come when the @hristisn suffered for
£h§ "Wame", when to belong to this sect meant an offence worthy of
death. In the letters to the Seven Churehes Antipas alone isbmeptiohed
as a martYr, but 1t is certain that Antipas was enly’one_ofmmeny,
Time and again throughout the Apocalypse the Chri_stiari_ martyrs sre
mentioned and the impression is given that they were 1egion. Little
rwonder that the discip -le whose Master had been crucified by Roman
soldlery and whose brethern were gcattered and- slain by the stern
mandate of a ‘pltiless power was prompted to raise his voice and de~-
liver words of judgment against the "Babylohish harlot" who sat

- Further , John had felt in a personal wey the hoavy hand of
heathen Rome, He was not only a brother but a "companion in tribu-
1ation“_te‘the_persecuteddpveeple'of his“time. ﬁetideath but ba-
nishment had been his'porticn, banishment to Patmes, a’lonely island‘
in the Aigean Sea, "far the word of God apd the Testimony of Jesus

2
Christ."r‘ And if, as Ranisay declares, banishment ‘was preceded by

scourglng, and marked by perpetual fetters, scanty clothing, insu-
fficient fooa, and hard labor under the Dash of military overseers,
then surely his was a puhlshment to Which death itself would have :m
been preferable. All this served to const*tute a formative influence»
Which fltted Johhn for the wrlting of the Apocalypse.» It is a real )
"source". For his book was not the result of a vision of a ‘day, but

united the contemplatlon and insight and suffering of years, which -

; snfferlngs ended only when the tyrant Domitian was assassinatea and,



‘his acte being declared invalid, John was permitted to return to Asis,
Nothing that has been said sbove should be construed as anta-

éonistlc to the idea that John Wrote under the insplration of God. For
he himself looks on God as the author of the revelation he 1s about
£§ meke; a revelation transmitted through Jesus Christ, "The Apocalypse
("Revelation") of Jesus Christ which God gave unto him to show unto
his servants things which mast shortly
1. Apoc,lg | o S
2. "Letters to Seven Churches", p. 85. N
eome 0 pass, and he-sent and sighified it'byvhis angel unto'hie‘ser-
fpant John“l John's book implies a knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptufes
| and the Apocalyptic literaﬁare of{preceding days; it implies a:pePSOnal
Qnowledge of the life and teaching of Jesus; it implies a personal |
‘ahd sympathetic oontact with the history of the time in which he lived;
bﬁt it implies also the strong impulse of the Spirit that dwells |
W1thin the heart of the faithful servent of Christ Jesus, and it 1m~
plies ‘that personal communion With the LlVlng God which is the highest
'form of inspiration, o |

‘ The geheral content. of the Apocalypse is as follows:- A refe-
rence at the very outset to the source, contents and importance of the
book is followed bj the salutation, and the description of a vision in
which John at Patmos ‘receives a commiesion from Christ to write to
Seven Asian Churches, He Writes words of commendatlon or censure or
both as the 1nd1viaual case requires, Reward ls promised to "him that

over cometh" in the great tribulation which will fall very soon upon

thewhole world. The next vision reveals to Johh a s1ght of Heaven.

God is seated on Hig throne and around Him are four and twenty elders,



gseven spirits and(l Apoc.ll)four living creatures symbplic perhaps,

of creation, All¥these givé glory ‘to de. Again he sees & book

sealed with seven seals which no ohe could open ﬁntii the Lamb appears,
to whom'great glory is ascribed by thoée around the throne, ‘The o=
péning of four seals bfi;'lgs forth the judgments of God upon the earth.
 war, pestilence and famine, The next seéi having been opened the
martyred saints are seen*beneath'the throné; and their blood calls

for vengeeance. When the sixth seal is removed cosmic é&sturbances fol=~
low and scenes of feer, While the last seal §t111 remains unbroken
tég’consolatory vigsions are giﬁen’to the‘seer; the Sealing, for pre=-
‘servation, of the "One Hundred and Forty-four Thousand" from Israel,
and the Triumphal March of the Innumerable Multltude arrayed in white
and bearing palms, When the sevenﬁh seal is opened silehce prevails

in heaven that the prayers of the saints may be heard, then fire from
a censer 1is caét upon the earth and volcanic phenomensa occur, Angels
with seven trumpets having already appeared four trumpets are blown

in successioh with disastrous effects upon the earth, water and heaven-
ly bodies, The fifth and sixth trumpet blasts are followed by ewful
,woes,-lnguSts which torment the men unsealed, and hordes of cavalry
from the Euphrates River, Then the seer beholds an angel with a book
This book he eats at the angqigycomma£d, whereupon a new and world-wide
commission is given unto him, The measuring of the Temple follows

and the vision of the Two Witnesses.On the sounding of the seventh
trumpet angélic hosts announce the establishment of the.Kihgdom of God
and of His Christ, God's temple is opened and storm and earthquake
.followé' A blood-red Dragon now appears as the first great engmy of the
Church, Vainly he attempts to destroyrthe Messiah at Eis birﬂh;

~east to the earth he persecutes the woman-and her seed. Two more



enemies of the Church sppear,~- & Beast from the sea equipped with
all the auihority of the Dragon, and another Beast from the land
- who steamps men with thé seal and number of the fifst; Once more
the seer is consoled by a vision of the Lamb on Mt, Sion, and near
Him the multitude undefiled. Angel hosts announce the fall of
Babylon @Romgy, retribution for the wickéd, end blessedness for
~_the faithful, Then the Messish reaps the earth with a sickle, and
an anggl'gathers the grapes into the great wine-press of the wrath.
of God, The victorious saints sing praises te the Most High, and
seven angels pour out seven bowls, Plagues follow representing ihe.
judgments that immedistely precede the coming of Christ in all'ﬁisv
powers; remote nations,aré gathered at Har~Mag§§pn§ and an earthe
quake divides the great Bebylon into three parts; The seer beholds
the city as a womanj he is astonished as he sees her destroyed by
the Beast,~ & verificatian of the great facts of Divine judgment
and Divine victo}y; ,Angelic proclamations are made over the fallen
city doomed for its persecution of the saints and martyrs: "Babylon
the'éréat is fallen, and is become the habitatién of devils, and
the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of evefy unclean and hate-
ful bird" lWhereupon a great heavenly multitude sings Balleinjah
Psalms; the Messiah appears as a crownéd warbior; the Beasts are
overthrown and perish in a lake of fire, and their followers are
destroyed. The binding of Satan ( the Dragon ) ushers in a time
when the saints reign with Christi, \Looéednagain Satan stirs up &
great and final war but all In vain, Visions of the Genersl Hee
surreetion and Last Judgment and of a New Heaven and a New Earth
ﬂbllbwj the latter being désCribed-with considersble detail, The

: 1 3 .
book closes ( Apoc. XVlll/)with e series of solemn assurances and

~



a final benediction upon the saints. |

A study of the content of the Apoecelypse in greater detall in-
volves first of all a considerétion of its symbolism, Jchn's love for
- symbolism 1s apparent even on a superficial examination of the Apocq;
lypse,- he uses it in abundance, "The imagery of the Apocalypse lays
under contribution all the departments of mature and life. The animal
.kingdom lends its horses and its beasts; -=--=-----~ the vegetable |
kingdom 1ts trees and herbs snd grass. Earth, sea and sky bring their
tribute, Agricultural cperatiohs such-as harvest and vintage, the
life and trade of great ckties, the march and clash of great armies are
all depicted on its canvas, A sea of glass is spread befdre thewThrone
in Heaven; a river flows through. the Holy 6ity- -------- Human life sgg;;%
lies an ebundance of imagery. We see the mother and her child, the
barlot and her lovers, the bride arrayed for her husbend." In the use
of so much symbolism there was evident purpose, To the reader of to-

day such may seem to heighten the obscurity of the book, but it was

~ otherwise in the days when

1. Swete: "The Apoc. of 8t, John " Intro, pe 131,

- John wrote, Ramsay says: "He regards the symbolism merely-as a way of
meking spifitual‘ideas intelligible to the ordinary humsn mind after
the fashion of the parables of Christ" . ngg.we can accept without
heéitanoy; Without a doubt the symbolism of the Apocalypse 1is based
on imegery familiar to the ordinary mind in the time of John; imegery
-applicable to personages and events in contemporary histery, perhaps;
but certainly not intended by him to'designate'spécific p;rsons and
rémote events of far-cff ages, And it has been through failure to
apprehend this truth that a "riotously 1maginative " interpretation of

the Apocelypse has been made possible, an interpretation concerned



with pétty-details and utterly unworthywa the book. Ungquestionably
the book has a value for all time, butb that valué does not consist in
tﬁé identification of 1its numbers and figurevaith.pefsons and events
in every age of history so much as 1in the fact that the great prine
ciples of~one~time;have also a significance for every time as well,
‘The letters to the Seven Churches were intended to right certain wrongs
and quicken the spiritual life in the very Churches addressed; they
were written by one thorouéhly femiliar with the past history and pre-
sent conditions of(?Letters to the Seven Churches" p, 7é> of, those
churches., But they have a message of universal import in so far as
the conditiohs existent in the Asian Churches in the time of John
may be reproduced in the Church of Christ at any place and in any
time, So also in regard to the symbolism, - Primerily it had an
immediate application; only indirectly could it have reference io
the remote future, . |
Referringﬂtq,this symboiism in a more detailed way mention
~should be made of John's use of numbers of a symbolic character.No
one who has read’the Apocalypse can have failed to notice the fre-
quent recurrence of the number seven, The book is addressed to s
seven churches over which are seven angels: John speaks of se-
ven spirits, gggggwsealg, §§gggﬁwtrumpets, §§zggwthunders,ggggp
bowls, and seven plagues, The number occurs fifty-four times in
the ApocalypéZTCommentat&rs are generally agreed thatuseven_msig-
nified "tdtaffi}" or "gomplegeneés" to John and to the pedplé to
whom he wrote., Consistency to this intérpretatibn reguires that
the "twelve hundred end sixty deys," the "forty-two months," the
'~ three and one-half years," being the half of,seveh, would mean
" incompleteness" or:"the broken iﬁperfeéﬁ nature of that which

opposes itself to the Divine" 1. Church Quarterly Review" Vol.37,



No. 74, P, 466. 4
Again, 1if the mystic seven represents “completenexs" or "perfection"
then the. number six falling short of,ggzggw,_must have been a por-
tent of failure, This may explain the siénificance of the'nnmberlof
:the Beast ~»666. "To‘the_Jéw there was a doom upon the number six
even when it stood alone, Triple 1t let there be a multiple of it
by ten and then a second time by te;N:Ltil you obtain three mystic
sixes following one another, 666, and'we»have represented a potency
of evil than which thdre can be none greater, a direfulners of fate
‘than which there can be no worse" '.Other favorite numbers with the
Apocalyptist are ten and twelve and multiples of them, The 1&@& bf
,"definiteneés" or "compieteneﬁ%" seems to attach to these also.
Respecting the remaining'symbolism of the Apocalypse it mhy
be said that the historical ailusions are very often diseernible and
in such cases the interpretation is plain, The "Babylon" of the A-
pocalypse 1s pleinly the city of Rome, resplendent invpomp, sated
‘in luxury, and drunken with the blood of the saints, Therefore
- Rome must perish; so also any “form of world-power which takes cap~
:tive the Church and tries to meke her children forget Jerusalem and
‘sing the Lords song in a strange land" 2.
1. Mulligan "Bock of Revelation", P. 235, , |
2, Church Qaarterly Review, Vol 25, No. 463 p. 425.
The Beast that " was and is not end is about to come up out of the
abyss" is undoubtedly Nero., "The Beast which in the vision was a
general figure for the imperial power is interpreted of one personality
in whom that power had once lodged and through whbmrit'shouid,again
be exercised; and there is little reason to'doubt that the form which

the prediction takes is moulded by the expectation of a return of




. 1 .
Nero to life and power." It may be said further that the expectation

of Nero's return from hiding, end later his return from the underworld"
with Parthian hofdes at his back to take.vengeance on the city which
had thrown off his yoke"gwas én expectation especiaily strong in Asis
'Minor; . With John it may have represented a "revival df Nero's per-
secuting policy under Domitian," The fate of the Beast, however,is
symbolic éf the'fape which ever awaits material force in'antagonisﬁv
to spiritual power. Again it is hot difficult do fix an historical'
,apﬁlication for the "Two Witnesses!~1§gll probability the reference
is not to 0ld Testament saints, Moses and Elijah, or Elijah and En-
%gig neither can they be spirituslized into the "polity" and "evan;\
gelicel spirit" of the Church, These witnesées,'on the field of
h;stpry; in .

lg‘Ande‘Jg'sqn Seott, "Revelation", p. 263.

2, A Scott’ "Revelation" p., 57,

all likéiihoéd were thé'great witnesses of the Christian‘faith who
were crucified in Rbme,— Peter and Paul}“ éuch an ellusion, at
least; would be plain to the Christiasns of early days and*John's
syﬁbolism would declare to them that not death but 1life indeed is

the portion of all faithful witnésses such as Peter and Paul,

. It is not claimed here that each and évéry part of the sym-
bolism in the Apoéalypse can be traced iIn definite fashioh to its
original application., That is not hecessary to insure a lasting
value  to the book, Its\dominant‘note is sounded again'andhagain
in clearest tones; and aldhough minute detaiis'may evade the. grasp
of historical student or skilled exegete yet earnest sould ever
find in it a word of comfort and of hope. Further; the historie
'applicatioh,.when”sudh is possible and @éfinite, does not exhasust



vihe meaning of John's visions, theyvhave a grandeur all their ownj

a sweep and range that are timeless and universal, |

| The truth of the previous statement will appear in clearest
}form in connection with the doctrinal teaching of the Apocalypse*
for "he who runs may read,this teaching, read 1t

1. Chufch,Quarterly Review, Vol., 37, No. 74 P, 468,

with understanding and appreéiation.’ The fundamental doctrinal teach-
ings of the 01ld and_New Testaments are here combined and set in a
place of prominence, This is true éspecially of John's qoctrine of
God and Christ, of his universalism, and his eschatology. |

| His doctrine of God does not differ materially from anything
that is taught ‘in the 0ld testament or in Apocryphal or Apocalyptic
literature, He is the Just, the Holy, the Unchangesble, an awful
Judge, a mighty King, the Lord God Almighty" who was, and is and

is t§ come", And if one should be surprised that the idea of God

as Féther; which prevails elsewhere in the New Testament, seems to
;be'relegated to the background in the book which in many respects
forms the climex of biblicai teaching,_it'muét be remembered that
God as set forth by the Apocalyptist was a God that was needed in
‘those days when blasphemy was heard on every siqe, and heathenish
‘hoped for victofy in the war against the saints, Nothing but a

God of wrath and judgment would have suited the conditions of phe
time in which John wrote, for God camnot be indifferent to sin,
Besides 1if anything is lacking, according to New Testament teaching,
" in John's doctrine of God this lack is supplied in his conception

of Jesus Christ, John had known intimately the Christ of historyy
The impression that had been made at that time upon the Aposﬁlg could

never be .. obliterated, Nevertheless, it is a risen glorified, victo=

rious GChrist, who is "alive for evermore" and has "the keys of Hades



and of Death" which John ‘smphasizes here . No othenr teaching would
fulfil the purpose of the Apocalypse, no Christ but a Living Christ;
active and present in the midst of His struggling followers, could
avail to gi&e then hope of victorj in the'struggle with Satanic po-
f\ﬁifg of which Rome at that time was the incarnatiah, No other' Christ

could have met the needs of His Church in those days of storm and
stress, He must of necessity be a Christ of Power and a Personal
Pregsence, and John depicts Him holding, "the seven stars iﬁ His
right hand v ana walking "in the midst of the seven golden candle-
sticks,"lan image that represents eternal strength and eternal vi-
gllance well-becoming the "crowned warrior" of a later visioh;
Again John pictures Him‘aé a "Lamb slain from the foundation of the
'world“z,'the centre of a group around the throne of God, In this
~description the idea of Christ's sacrifical and redemptive work are
1. Apoc,ll : |
2. Apoc, X111 ‘ |
'upp'ermost in the seers mind, To him Christ is the one Mthat loved
us and washed us from our sing in His own blooﬁ?l. He saves those
that put their trust in Him, "ThHese are they'Which came out of
great tribulation and washed their robes and mede them white in the
blocd of the Lamb“2 |

Further, John emphasizes that redemption through Christ Jesus
is for all the world, "Thou was slain and-hast redeemed us to God
by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and na-
tion, and hast made un unto our God kings and priests. s And through-
out the Whole book the note of Uhiversalism 1s sounded and sounded
strongly. If the action of the Beast is to be world-vide, if pzwer

~,.;

is given unto him overj "all kindreds, and tongues and nations®




in other words if sin is universal in its scope redemption also
must be world-wide in its grasp,and thus John pictﬁres it to be,
The great multitude arrayed in white and with palms in their hands
are not Jews only, but the "spiritual Israel" gathered from %he
'four corners of the earth. |

No discassion, however brief, of the doctrinal teaching of

the 1 Apoc.l5 '
: T4 -9 | ' 7

2, ApocC, Vll 5. Apoc, ¥ 4, Apoc, X111 .

Apocalypse should omit a reference to its Eschatology. For the ,;‘
Apostle was bidden to write "the.things which shall be hereafter",
One of these, certainly, was the "coming of the :ord.“ "Behold,

He cometh with clouds"l was John's declaration, The promise of.a

‘speedy coming- "Behold, I come quigkly"z reveals the expectation
and need of the church of that day, and is also anattestation of
the fact that what John wrote he bellieved would "shortly"come to
paés.“ “ _ | | | : ,

Judgment is also at hand, At times, as in the plagﬁés,
Judgment seems to be reiributivé in character;‘the ungodly are
unconyerted by their suffering. Again men are judged "according
to their workS“? the portion of the wicked is the "second death"
and the “"lake of fire," Later phe:idea appéars that each sin brings
its own apprgpriate.punishmentf "He that is unjust let him be un-
just still, and he that is filthy let him be £ilthy s_t111"4° The
righteous, on the other hand, gain great final rewards; they have
"o right to the tree of life, they eat the "hidden manna", they
possess the "new name", they wear the "erown of 1ife," they reign
with Christ forever and ever?? | o

A fitting conclusion to such teaching‘is the pilcture of a



transformed world,

7 | 12 13 | 11 5
1.Apoc,) 2, Apoc, XX11 FeApoc XX 4, Apoc, XX11 Apoc XX11

and a new city of God, The outward garb of the descrip tion may be
Jewish but beneath this is found Christian thought and Christian
hope, Obviously ;t points to a time when»nO-part of God's great plan
forthe redemptlon of mankind will be unfulfilled,

The sbiritual siégnificance of the Apocalypse has been're-
ferred to already in this thesis, but it should now be emphasized in
a more especial way. This can be done only by a clear statement of
the conditions which called forth the Apocalypse, its~purpose»in
_respect to the people of that time, its message for e%ery'age. The
Apocalypse was conceived and born in a time of strife and bloodo'
shed, It was a herald of good tidings in times of war, For wayry
bitter, extirm ting war had'been launched and was maintained with

the avowed purpose of wrecking the cause of Christ and extermina-
ting His followers wherever found. In such a time thé;Apocalypse'

| aﬁpeared'as a champion of a "forlorn hope", accordihg torthe .
judgmenﬂ 6f the world. The Churc¢h of Christ faced two dangers,

The first mey be ealled internal;— i1t was insidious and deadly, _
‘John knew the condition of the Asian Churches and his letters re-
veal a state of things deplorable and disheartening in the extreme,
Backsliding, hypocricy' lewdness, fornication and lukewarmnessuwere‘
-the deadly sins charged against them, '~Gnostic teaching was evi-
dent and stil worse, Gnostiec practice as well, Persuaded that

what was done in the flesh was a. matter of entire indlfference to
-the real mag:éiny fell an easy prey to sensual sins, Others were

taken captive by the specious doctrine of compromise propagated

by the Nicolaitans. Fakg Jews and "followers of Balaam" also




sought the spiritual death of the members of the flock of Christ,
And 1if such influences wagedagn active_warfarevin tbe churches add-
i\;zgssed, one can be sure that the case was not materially diffgrent
with the church of Christ wherever that church might be fdund.
_ But there was another enemy, external but aggressive, force-
ful,determined and implacable; That enemy was the Roman State,
‘The Empire had sought for a bond of unity for its haterogenous races
and siateé in/“caesar-worship". Against this Christianity had taken
én unEompromiSsing and irreconcilable stand., Therefore Christianity
must be uprooted, and for this purpose the Roman State engaged in
a hand-to-hand strugglé with the Christian Church in which one of
the two cémbatants mast die, The sternest meaéufes were enacted,
the most rigorous methods adopted, and it was decreed that "as .
many as would not worship the 1image of the Beast shoald be killed. *
"The accused were required to prove their loyalty'by performing an
act of religious worship of the statue of the Emperor'whidh (as
Pliny mentioned to Trajan) was brought into court in readiness
for the test; if they performed the ritual they were acquitted° if
they refused to perform it they were condemned to death, No other
-proof was sought; no investigation was made; no accusation of any
| specific crime or misdeed was made as had been the case in the per— 
secutioﬁ of Nero"z. In other words the savagery of Nero had be-
come the relentlers and settled policy of Domitian, Verily, in-
deed’ John sew before him a state of war: "the kingdom of God being
set against the kingdom of Satan, Jesus the Saviour against Apo=-
K/lyon the Destroyer, the Bride against the Harlot, the Trinity of
. Heaven against tge Devil, the Beast,and the Faxp Prophet-the Anti-

trinity of Hell" ,” In the face of this mighty and
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Apoc, X111 - 2, Ramsay, " Letters to the Seven Churches", p. 98,

3. Church Quarterly Revier Vol.23, No. 46, P, 422,

pltiless power arrayed againét them in deadly combat could anything

save from defeat and death the persecuted followers of Christ Jesus?
Our Apocalyptist was confident of the existence of such a

Saving Power. Therefore he sent forth his message of comfort and a-

ssurance and deliveranée. He insists on the preserﬁation_ of the
spiritual Isrsel. Such & lesson would his companions in tribulation
read in the vison of the “Séaling’of,the One Hundred and Forty-fouf
Thousand," These were sealed with the seal of God fof protection,a “
not proiection from physical harm else "the seéling must have taken

' ﬁlace before the first'seal and not in the midst of the cosmic cata-~

A . strophies of the sixth"l; But the sealing was "to secure the servents

of God ageinst the attacks of demonic powers coming into menifestation,

for the powers of Satan are sbout to. make their last struggle for

the mastery of the world.," Furthermore the wisfon that follows re-

veals the triumph.and;blessedness of those who are thus accorded the

Divine protection, Physical suffering mights in all likelihood it

would, éome upon the faithful servants of God; their ranks might be

depleted by awful v

étudies in the Apocalypse "(Charles)" p. 122.

" " " p. 130 .

persecution and inhuman butchery, but no embodiment of Sétanic po-

\Qwer coﬁld ever avall to cast down to the "second death" theose sealed

with the signet ring of the Living God,. Vietory, sure victory would

be their portion forevermore, while Rome drunken with the Blood of
the sainbs and martyrs of Christ would soon go down in the dust and

asheé of defeat,




Fear not, faint not in the struggle," the Apocalyptist says
in effect, "for the time is at hand, the time when God shall judge
evil and Christ shall come for the salvation of His people," Clemrly
such a message in such a'time must have abundantly heartened the
people of God in their warfarey and strengthened and encoursged ﬁhe
faith of Christ's Church in those dark days of stress and strain,

Further, the Apocalypse producgd under special circuﬁsﬁances*
has a permanent message for the woﬁld. It ever spesks comfort and
cheer to the individual heart that turns to i£ for solacé and en-
couragement; it still champlons the cause of Christ and still em-
phesizes the "triumphant issue of His conflict with evil;" it sets
'forth, even to—day,:in clearest possible form, the way of endurance_
and sécrifice as the road to God and a blessed future life,

Therefore the hope should be cherished that the time may
come when the Apocalypse no longer shall be passed by as & book di-

: \;ficult, obscure and unapproachable, but one whose content, in 1its
largér ogtlines, constituteé an impérishable possession, So.long

as there 1is fopnd in any place a single mortal who 1s hard-pressed

in the batile of every day, so long as man in the stress and strain
- of life is tempted to exchange hope for despair, so 1ong‘as there

is a téndency to exalt the forée of materialism in preference to -
spiritual power, so long as there is an inclination to doubt the
strength of Jghovah&g arm, and the eternal justice of His providence,
just that long will there be need for such a book as John's Apoca-
lypse, with its gospel of hope and comfort, its supreme confidence
and its unfaltering faith, its hold on God and its assurance of e-

ternal victory.
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