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The motlorn Sourist trevelling vesteerd on the main Line of the
Comdlan Pnoific ilway , sorons the Douindon of Surads , flnde hiuwolf resd iy
lsunched into the pralrien ss he leaves Yhonipes, &n howr from Yimdreg,

bo soes %o She Borth, great pralrie strstohes: 40 the South, & narrow atredeh

sunded &% the borizan by woolds. e mows tiet the fssini-

of apsble land, b
bolne River is faking 1%s lelsurely wey, behind thad irregalsr siviy of
timber, %o Joln the Red River. JAnother bel? howr snd be 1s 8t Portose Ia

atteba ¢ibing,

Frairie - 4 08y, qualndly sewsd; $he sellest of the thres |

The tourist mows that the Portege plalns are fasmous for "Hanitoba

one-terd whent". Does Be sporeciste all thet hos gove before those grain
fields were realised? Ho soes & group of Indiane, bub heve leave the sishb-

seeing Sourlst wnd %race the shory of 4bhis rommitic

Sowe few of the Indien fawilies meen on the strests of Tortase s
Prairie to-day ure the dessendants of the Indlens who Pirst possossed  the

oily Bite end 1te magnificiens pialin,

When 416 the white man firet enter this aren? It iz lmoen tlat from
1492, he nade & stesdy encposglmort lnlend on the Jericnn sondinen t, anl thes

by the 17t%h conbury Hedlsson and Oroseilieors had fraversed the Horthern pocbion

of the prost gentyal plain, nows bub thet they wore the Tlrst %o
portage from the Assinibolve River to the Verthern lakes? The 10%h cebury
ushers in suthentic records of interesting %ﬁf@’%ﬁmﬁ*@ betwoen the twb paoes on
the lmnitoba Prairies,

The earlicss voourd of & Jowrey w the issinibolue river 1s Sowd in

" the Journsl of the 7

ranch exvlorer and trader Sleur feuticr Verennes de ls
Verandrys., In Septomber 1798 Verenizys left hils Yoot Heurepne, 5% Yhe mouth

of the Wlusipeg Biver, erosssd luve Ylanipeg b Bed Diver, snd sscended %o tle



“Herk of the Apsilibolilies®s. Heve be fourd Ben Cres hudw sl bun wey

ghiefe., These Upes warriovs $riod o porswnte hiln 2ot %o gordlinee his

veoposed westerly Journey wo the Jseiniboine River. Thoy deglarved Yiad

the Assiniboines were people without inselilzense wvlp 414 not kmow b

hunt beaver, snd $het he would only peturn eith empty cances. However,
Yerandrye lotd the Porks on Beptesber 56th, 1770, axd the following
extracts fron his éﬁmia prove thet Portege la Peairie wis the nexy

vhare Tor Yrads

plase in his dravels, %0 be uweed 53 heed @
explorations -~ {1] "On the evening of Dotober fnd, the Indlene notified

e thets I eould not aspend the plyer Durther, snd $hat wy ceroes gould only

e which goss %o the

pass the woode 17 ell thw veople slwuld Be ot the Torks
lnke of the Peaiviss, Tor this i3 the road of ihe Assinibolnss in goine %o
the Zapliieh. Belog here 1 would stop everyone, snd 1F I waated %o 2o %o
She Jandane, I wes glose %o the pvosd to then, 1 cmsulied whst we dhould

do, believing thet we were sizty lesguwss fron the "Forks” by wnter snd

thirip=five or forty by lond %aking the prairies. ALl presont seelng dhet
we gonld not pass Durtier, sud that we Pun grent pisk of deemping our cances

ain in & plase where there was plenty

folt that i3 wes more sulisble %o 3

and wileh wop on the roud fo the Tngiish. I reselved on the morning of
Goboner the third to selest an sdveantagenus place %o bulld & ford, which I
made then begin ix%éia%w, ”

&) “Hr Zourth fort in Yort de ls feine on the north bank of the lesini-

boine River" - = = « "from Pord de ln Helne there o & nive nile portose

lesding %o lso de Pralpies’,
This wos $he fort baetily built between Ustober Urd sod Ootober 15th

Tor the express purpose of intersepbing Indlens on thelr wey %o brade Dwrs

i1 and 2] Don. Sessionnl Pepors 1889, Henort of Osn. asrehivesn.
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with the %Wzim &t Hudsen Bey ~ Yhe fact thet the fort wee bullt at the
portage botwoon the rpiver and the Yorthers leke proves thnt the site was
somevhere in the vielnity of the present elty of Porbsse la frsivie, bud

Just emnotly vhers no one knows - Bven s esfly as 1Y97 the site wes we

gerfaing secording %o She Joursal of Johu MoDenell an offlcer in the Hortk-
West Co. who was in charge of & post on the Gu'ippelle piver in 1764, and
who often Jouwrnered slong the Aseiniboine Biver - Wby not bellevs that “ihe

noe™ « ~ « lwheve there was plenty)} selected by Versnirye

&%‘?‘%&%ﬁ@%ﬁ%
wae on the helight of lamd not far fros the Y04 Yori® of the Dudaon
By Gompnay? Tale would tule his well past the hesvy Slcher and low

inke snd vereh land $3ad 4v Yorth of dhe Josiniboine esst of this

podnt. It would seem Yhat muwsh & polot overlooking the pesivies, snd so

elose %o the wiurge

ont Bupoiy In the lake %o the east, nod o mention the
wild pigeon eto. wes aluost cerbain to be selscied,

Verendrge®s jJourral recorde thed he wes shasent Trom the loocality
of the fort from Ootober Upd o Ustobsp 16%h, s that on his vetwrs the
buildinge wore empleted.  Pron Tort de la Wedne, Verendvyve jJourneyed %o

She Hissouri cowstry peburning Vebrusvy 118h, 1750, In 1740 be went o

Jontrenl with furs end returnod the nexh yese. -In 1748 his sons left
la Relne, golng wesh %o the loslkdes ~ 3 1746 sew hie cheln of forse
abandoned, whon he wny @%%mé&m% Yo Tanbreal, However, Vranoois, son of

Verendrye returned in 1747 snd popaired then ineluding Ford de 1o Beine.

ILegerdeur de B%. Plerre suvseeded Verendrye in the west and was

st Fort In Delne in 1781 - 85,

fe spent sost of the winder 178152 8t J& Jeine - Hore bowards

The end of Pebrusry 1752 he Iod with Ble ab the fort five mon while

{1} ork mon Tyon Jouerpals of legaedewr de Dsint Plerre,



onrtesn others wore out 1 search of food. Suddendy es he e2t in

his ghanber, he sew the Zort full of amed Aseinibolnes, extresely nolsy and
inpalent,  He tried in vain to guiet %hew, sud Shey gresently broke ints the
4 howse snd selsed the aww, A massscre would have followed, had not

dient. He hnooked oud the hosds of

Saint Plerre resortod %o sn effective expe

tvo barrels of swwowisr, swmiched & firebrand, sod t0ld the pelolne crevd

that he would Blow wp %iem and himwelf twethber, A% Bhis ther 21l rashed
in fright ous of the gate, while Ssint Plewre pan after them snd bolted 1t

fant, Thare wes groet anziety for the huntérs, bus they 8ll came bese in

she evenlng, withous having met the enenmy. The pen however were so terrificg

by the sdventwe that Saint Plerre wns compelicd %o sbandon the fort, after

pesoumending 1% 10 the osre of svother band of Aesiniboines, who hed profesced
greet friadehlp. (1] Vour days sfter he was gune they boarned 1% 4o the

ande  Saint Plerre care B0 the sonclusion that further af sOvery weE ine

posville, becnuse the Pnglish of Hudeon Doy had  stirred uwp the Testern Sribes
%o oppose 1t. Mo rebusned $o Guebes du 1753, |

The prairics werc ieft to the Indiess while Bnglend snd Prsuce fouwchd
thelr rival olalus %0 & conelusion in 1788,

if the Indlans gave the matter thowht et all, they must heve decloed

thet Bhe wilte men were wush ke themselves, whon $u%6 $he northern preiries

same no% ondy white men soeniing different lanpusses
the same langusse and pod ewpeting o the polnt of the sword Zup $rade,

J Jefere & goore of years i z;&mwé after the destruction of Tord
Go 1a ligine, no less Yhem three rivel poste wers loonted in et vieinity,

Yhe Hor-Vent trading oo

sy, the Huwleon Bay Compery snd & vrivete gonoern

lawiolebte anld gcompany .

ompetition v priveisally betwoan

{1} Journal of Seint Plerre in Dusns "Resching the mouth of the Bipik (vl
River I wus grieved %o lemra from the Crees tist 4 days after Hy densriure

from Fort La Reine the Indfans hed burned 1% down,
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Caamdion snd Ymglish inberests snd Fordage s Pealrle ww sometiing of

Just when the Canadisns pepwesented by the Forth et Treding

ivie i woertaing

gy Tiret epbabliished & pont 8% Portese la Vo

The smpot loostion of the D2t is slse weerisin - lsnlel Tepwn i¢ the
saploy of the company records in his dlery Uhwrsdey, By 15, 1806 - {1}

{dune 11 {asrived ot Poriage 3o Pesirie on his way from Sourls! "Here

: Dor Yest Come

by bave s sisorable ford, the locel slbustion of which
i@ buaubiful Yerod @@y@z‘%ﬁg $hn% 1 heve woos in this perd of e world,
- Gpoosite the Zort is & plaln eixzby miles long, one %o Sen miles brosd,
in the winle extent of which not the lesst ploe of grownd is vielble.

To this place the natives vesort overy suring %o tae snd &y shureeon.”

The post wee iz eharge of one Willlew loiay in 1V95-4. imd

in 1799 Alemander fomry (Jr.) while in winter guariers et Riviere

HParre Blenche [White Pud) writes in hip Jowrnsl -~ ¥ In f211 of 1799 3
perforaed & shord Jouwrrey slone on horseheck 55 Portage i% Prairis
ohe of our esbeblishments on the Assinibolse” ~ - ~ "y wule lay

dircotly soross an opon plain £1f%een or twouty niles. © fgslin in Spril

1800 -~ "Zhe Yerre Blanghe having been olesr of los Tor soustd

i

s & Qe

Barked in wy coampe for Portage ln Prairis®. Hewry veported for the
gonson 17V-B0 & clear grofis of 200 1n moite of the opposition of tie

" dpewsinsion.  Prom 1¥09 to 1807 Benpy swpervised the teade in fhe

lowar Hed River Depurtment of the ¥er. Vest Company™ - sl Porbege la

ke Teguleyly lewry desretoled

drde wer ons post in iz deparh

supplies %0 the Portsge post snd reselved peturne fron 1%, In Decanber

1800 letiers foom Portege to Henpy repost $1e% the pespls Sheve wore

sharving. JAgnin Iy 19, 1801 -~ "Ho Fews from Aselnibolne Biver excent

{1} Journele of Harmon
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$Bat ther sre pherving o% Vortuge la Vrelvie; snd ezist only m @@%&%@z%

& root showt the dhiokness sud lengsh of & finger, which my be berred the

gs %erre of thie sovniry. 1% has o thin skiv o7 2

wild poistoe or pom
yellowloh solor, he inside perfectly white, snd when boiled is folersbly
sood esting”. Heury set out for Portsze In Peaivie 1By 22, end found it

brue that all were sebhwlly starvine.

The nest gear Jay B, 1802, & msll cance syrived fros Portaze

bringing Yo Henvy nenrly & bushel of polsices for ssed. In 1808-00 the
e found thet the Poriese post wer mtilve wo pennless that was

ehiaf trel

wfit for uee, nod further that the rivel Unnedlisyn company, e %. Y. 0o,

wae interceptinsg tho trade. However in 1004-05 the selurns fron Portage

i Beaver 116, Martin 832, Muskrats 10,868

were most oreditable, They show

gad 8000 1bs. of meet besldes sell packeds of other kinds,

cdan bepritory in 1806 » On his peburn

Henry malde g 0wy %0 the In

in July evrived o% Portace snd recorded, “Hers I found an Indien sent by

i3 fyom Biviers Is %mia to falore o of his srvivael 2% that

place from Port Dauwhin - « ~ L heay of nothing but fonine $heomshout the
gountry. The Indinng 07 this esteblisheont have Yeen swsy sinoe June 1st
and have ¢ no dried provisions whskever, They cen soarcely find food
for thele familioes.

Bapdhobas = = = « =~ "A% Porimge s Per

Their prineivel soeource 18 wild fovl from foke

«drie we have an exvellent garden,

well sbocked with potatoes, currots, com, onlons, persnips, betts, turnins,

ebo. 8ll in fo Yalon 4o nob turn

srdness and good order. Dabbages sl
owk o well ez ab Penblun River « the s0il heve i $00 dvy and sndy”

Trading returns frou Portsge la Prairie for 1606 - 07 were

wmsussessiul, The main osuse of thie eus an wfortwwie guarrel which

took place last spring, vhen some were Billed and others wouss al, smong



wiha
them one of our peineipel wen, whose skull wos split open with & ax,

wern vouth of Juns. = ~ e = ose = o The losg

e iived Ziiseen days in the
of this s way be seld %o heve glven the denth blow 4o Portsse e Pesivie,

In August 1807 Henry

sve un Portage 1s Prairle fo 9o in fke

“Upper Hed River Department” of the Fozih Yest lonpenys

Tho Brisish fur tradlng inteveuts were reprosented in Conads by

the uloon Bey Cospany. Prom 1670 $his sospany bed carvied on frede in
British territories in Voribern Civsds, bub in the 17%h and enrly l8th
sefturies the coppany 418 neb go fvte the interior. The Indlsns mule
ttelr anvml Jowney north ¥ the Hudson Bay and traded beaver skins or
the eguivelont token, fop vomoditice.  The Portege plsins belongsd o
the eres "ubilised b not coowpled® hy the Hudson %g:“ ”‘%ﬁgwﬁ and Jush
ag Is Yergndeye disooversd the Dortaze o be & shretenic polnt %o fm%zw
et the Indiane on Shelr wny %0 %he Ynglieh, 8o 414 $he Cenedise wupany,
G Borth Yesters. Uhe Budson Doy Company hed & post st Pordszs b
Prelrie during the winter of 1798-4 with one, Lizklster in olorge, 5o thed

$hedy pilvsls sharing the s mm%w, Juut where

the Horth Vesters had
these Tireh H.B. postae were is wieertain - bub both the Yor. Yssters and
B.3s Comppoies toeded with the Indiens in the %%ﬁzg@ aret and pivelyy %%
The ptpile bebuween the two empmnles wes complicated with the

grans of Assinibols %o Lord Seluirk by the Hulson's Bey Copeny, June 12,
181i.  This grant Lvcluded Porfase and sll $he preirie radisting from
it, 16 zeads ~ » "ALL tlnd tract of Lmd op Tereltory belng within snd
somerly pars of the aforosald lands swdl Territorios of the =mid Covernur

ney line rumning se follows, thet is to

ani Compeny bouwnded by on Lwgin

gay beglaning on the western shore of the lake ¥iniple otlwrvies Winnipep
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a8t o polng in S10%y bwe degreve sl tlirty nlontes Yorth lutitude snd thence

panping dus west S0 lake Yiniplgoos, then in & Houtherly direction through
the said lske 86 Be %o strike its Teptesn shore in laditule Tifyy $wo degrecs
then dus %%‘% %0 the plase wherve the parallel of 217ty Ywo degrees lopik
Istituie interecote 4he Vestorn bramsh of the Ted Niver, othoruwlise cslled
@%ﬁﬁi’%@g@g@ diver, ’%ésm dus Douth froe tlet polut of intersection to the

Bplight of lend which separetes the webers ruuing inte Iuisw®s Bay fyom thom

0f Hissourl snd Jississlnni.

"Buth Companies were averse %o this tremendous sres being used
for sebtlement. The Horth Vesters sow  thelr trade pulned 12 Seliiri’s

vanvure progoered,

mleen oould not Be mede In larpe guantitice for
toplr porthern DEigedes 12 the prairies wers ouwltivated, The strife cus
%o & glimez a% Doven Uaksg Portace felt o ripple of the ewmflios 52 is proved
by extrests Trom the jJournals of Horth Veshers sud Huieon Bay men,

Prom the vz%’.%w,f of Joln fheleod, 0. original ohief factor of

weuher 012 I le?t 1he Yorke ol e

the Hudson Bay Uo, -~ « = "On 28nd of &
Red Rlver and sypived ot Portage In Frairie aboub the beglnning of Getoher,

familien, I lrmeds

whers 1 was 12t by Hr. Ploler with Tive nen with heavy
iately Degan fo bulld snd got under gover foward the latior end of the muue
£ I

N in the eourse of the winter sume 67 the wrincival Emﬁmm
apperteining to this post infermed me thet thay were advised by "Yellowhesd"
$8., Alemndey ?%%@g@iﬁ of the Horth Yest Company 40 mabe very hesvy
dermnds on the colenists for thelr lond or %o deive then sway fras 167,

wome e e e e I8 SBe gpring I burned oub 65 peeks, prinelzelly rats 7.

Appin from the o
%é%%ﬁ% She 3%@% Qi‘ %?ﬁ%@ gé‘%z%é fg %g@iig@é %{% 3@9 o
Fraivies st my orafs the doy after « Hr. Glverisht Ied arvived on the 9th



aetion, heving been in gonstant Tesr of

and wne equally relleved by our Ju

being shiecked and pillaged of his retums, by perile

The day after our arrival of Porisge dee Prairies 1% wos Shoudd ewped

%0 use the custormry presnution of wnloading snd emanining both provisions
end furs, ~ ~ ~ = » ~ =~ Gobepmined o walt patlently as long as possible for

i arpivsl of sore of the PRrbnErE - ~ » = » = = &B BB &6 the fur end

peovisions ware dried and sesoried, I oeused Both %o be piled in & sgusre

aupusnt, which formed & kind of brenst work, ondl & tolersble

arma; 80 prepeved for defenss - = = - barbered sums

polteies with the Indisns, egpleined csuses of disturbances and brelils in

Hed Hiver - - - ~ g3ill no pews fponm the ast - - = gneiety induced w
the evening of the 17%h of Juse Yo order Culhbert Grant, Antofve Hoole,

lade and hovses, and  provisions snd

sese 0 taks

3 T

esrte ond & canse and go twelve niles or so below the colony &t Red Biver.
w oo s 1880 of Jwe & periy wiler Grent of about 250%y men and boys
started off", -

: It is probebly well %o note in peenling, Bhat while &lezander

ome poporie himsell in his disry, one must remsuber that he wen

aresuive Nopth Yest partner, who wen orgexizging "the sborm %o the
Northvard”,  Uhe "enslety’ het Mecdonell resords, is snziety regsrding

%E%é suscessiul euls smbion %éf his zﬁsmaﬁ o destroy the telkirk setilawnt
&% fed River. It is on resord fou, thel, suxlety tursed to %3%2“%2@ wien the
successes nd Deven Usks wers Told %o hin.
(Golbman? s Report 1819)

In 1821 the rivalry bebuven the Teading coupenies wus st an

and, and the Selkirk setilers wers Bbill 8% Ned River,

Pron the dete of the coalition wntil 18352 there is ne mention
in iludson Bay minutes of the Portage post. After the soniition there wis

@6 need vf intereapiing the Indlen trade with & rivel sospany, Horsover
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she gront value of the Jortage plaine Yo the trader, lwd been the iy

of baffels ment for Bw post wes not nevessery for a bufiale

‘hunt.  The Nte Hon. Tdwnpd Millse befors the Beleet Conmittes made &

shatenent abous she Soulhern Serzitory of the Nudson Bay, which bears oub

the argument - - In desopribing the value of the southern disteict, he

- #sid, "Shere arve Wffaloes and some wolvesy no very valusble fupebeuring

sptuale - ~ - - The valus s & &he supoly of meed”,. (1)

zorsd By the lncveasing

Wien the Thson Bay Yononoly wen 8

Amariosn Sraide in the Horth Yesh, the Cowpany mede an 89%0rt to sosbad

this by erestiyg pow poets snd meebing the Indismnw op thelr own grovnis.
Bmongz those now or revissd powts wee the one ab Tordsss la Pratrie. On
Suly 9, 1888, the Gounsll of the Yorthorn Depnriment of Buvert’s land

Bt at Noveny Hoase. 4% this seetlivg the Hudson By Compsyy rvesolived

0 bulld 5 pow post el Portage ls Poalvie, snd to plsce there, Jobn Ry

Hofey oe post-smoter, sl with his four men.  The post wes o eolliect

lenther end bulfslo vobes in se lavee guonbities as possible. The
Hinutes of the Depsriment show thet in 1820 George Sebter ves postmseter
with four seng in 1600 lector Yackensle, clerk was in charge with bwo
san.  In 1806 Ceorge Sebisr wes agnln a4 the "Hew Post® bt wns allowed

o roburn 1837 with 260

gratuliy. In the years 1088 - 50 -~ 40 ~ 41,

wibes of She Horthern Usunail.

1o wmion i meile of the post in ke W

tne 1s fnelined %o believe that the post wae not & very

é ﬁ?gﬁiﬁ% &

ivorative one, bence the redustlon 1n s8al7 and seening b

By the plddle of the 2

veenth ventury, Wen, Torts

70t advenoed beyond the mers site of an Ipdifforent trading post - 1%
Bad beon inoluded in Selbieh®s grent of Assinibels in 1811, bub when

{1} fepors of Belect Committes [6000-8029) Puse 249,
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, $hist grent veverted to the Hudsen Doy Ubmpeny, snd She new

in 8%
b aue wos oot fnolwied in the fifty

dietriet of Agsind

is was arested, Yo
mile padivs from Pord Garry. Portage ls Prelrie had e%ill o find

her vandeaoe grovunt.
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Bopdng the fur trade period of the French Hegins, the prlest aooone
panied the trader fnto the Indisn berritury. laverenderys in his moweir,"Ue
possess hin today %o the grent metisfuction of sverybody”; but no Gate is
éﬁ this iim%ﬁ%a This wissiorary 8o peferred %6 iz the Dirst vho ever
resched snd voslded a% Fort s Beine.  Pother Uogusrt scoonpanisd Ie

Dovorents show $het e wee 8%

wrpe Yo Michillimsekinae in i7al.
Hehlllimsekdnee In 1V42 snd as lade as July 2%, 1643, JFether Coguart
evidently lert Michillimeckinae for Fort ls Helwe in dwemed 1749 he steved
2ight or nive ponthe 2% 3% fort. Uiz pleoe af Port ls Yolne we taken
by Poiher Jean Bapblste de s orinde in 1780.  Thic priest we so dls-
goursaed with the 1i%tie g@m that e oould do, thet he 18t 1s Yelve on
June 22, 1781, Fetber Horinde wes the lust Dower Cetholle Fisslonsyy in
e west for sintr-five yera.

Bvidently & century passed before any elylisbiss efford wes made with
%%3% Indiens 5% Poriege is Peairie. Thie ef7ort wne mede simltsneously with
$he Birth of Loviculture,bhe great iﬁﬁﬁ%’%iﬁ? of $he Porlage Plains, Lhe

smpon Joobrane wae, "Uhristienity sl fepning for

vhepished theory of Apshi
the Indian”.

Archisscon Uethrane hed resched the Red Hiver in 1825, snd for o
quarier of & cenbury minlstersd to the white-sebtlers and Indlans in $hes
%éiﬁ%% In %he spring of 188L, he journeyed west along the hesinibolne
and decided wpon a new Tlold of laber, The vew £icld wee Portose b Praivie,
Hers wos & large Indden populstion to be converted to shristianity sad to
farning. Hoveover 1% ip fenwsible te eredit the ivehdeacon with smother

motive, in fomding the vew sebilomnt, The perent Botilenant st Red Biver
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was growing; thers wes some &iscord botwsen the seltlors spd the Coungll of
Apsinibole; end the fertile prairies stretebing north from the lesslity of |
the old fur-trading posts looksd %0 s & solubion to these difflouliles,

Bus, be this surslse true or false, iroldenvon Uochrens 41d wot go
alone in 1685 4o Poriese 1o Peaivie. Some fifteon funilles werd from Hed

River, to luprove thelr livisg sorditions in by nevw setilensnt. Thie Bipretion

was not osrried on withous epposition snd A3fficulties,

In the firet place the Fudson’s Buy govemer, Sir George Slmpsem,
opposed the Archdescon®s propossl %0 esteblish Ghe sww sebtlensnts however,
the governor anl his comcities, "permitied 1%, bub 414 not zanedion 139, {1}
This exbract from s letter, frou Bev. M. Teylor to Rove G. 0. Oorbett gives
some lizht on, “pernitting b not sonctioning”.

"Sipr George Slupeon expressed hie displessure &b ircbdsscon
i%%%m&m*% prosecdings ot Portege la Preiris, and requdived thet be withdraw
%0 the place he left vagenyy %0 which %%w Arshdencon replisd, ""‘E wonder Sir
ﬁé%%%‘z?;é%é Blopeon doss nob know me betier; he thouglhs %o send me fras the Grand
Hapids, then to pub mwe out of the Indian Vebtlesenis and does be think 1 an
going %o quit the Portage? I wa surprised thet he hes not lesyned better
By this Biee.”

The prisgizel objection pulsed by the Governor snd Couwnell of

Aesginibois wes Bhet, this sefilenent, 80 for from the seat of governoent

would Be bard %o mamege. IT offences were Somalttsd thers wos no sonsteble

within veuch. 1B} "The

re were po werns of leylyvg hold of the offenders”,
Shese fenrs, of the Oowell, were veslised afier Arehicscon Cochrans lefd

hls Portese sedtlensnt %o its own devices,

{1} Report of Select Commitics 1857

{21 sir deo. Sispson.



& secowd Gifficwity thet the srchiescon had to feoe wee the antual

prosuring of the land for himeelf, his Wiesion, snd his ohyistian, furser
Bettlers. with this Aiffleulty be provesded more advoltly. In all

peobability he knew thet in 1817 Chief Blue Bobe hed s0ld o ford Nelnisk:
the Yerritory fvum Pors Gayry %’ Pusk Bat River beyond Tortsse ls Frairie,

to the depth of two miles fron the piver front, for the consideration of

sl payument of one hundved pounds of tobacoo, to be paid Uetober $enth

ux ot Ford Gerry, the other So %he Oree

sach yenry one helf te the Saulte

ghisf &% Portage la Pralris. ?ﬁémﬁ%ﬁ% N Belklrk®s exsmple Cocbrane
procesded b0 make business negotistions for this lund thnt lay outside the
Jurisdiotion of 4he Cowell of Assinibois,

He puvohased from Ohlef P » Bwmb ~ BL ~ Xun, the point of land

ls Peeivie now sheanis, e 6ld ehie? alss

%

on which the oity of Ports
begusathed o the sebilers along the 'Uloush Nesd?, the dsleni, Zor the
sonsideretion that every weu give him & bushel of whest vearly as long se
the ehief should live {11, |

The nawes of the firet 5%, Mary's congregstion are uf those
fwosdlies win moved %0 he Portese sebtlesent with Archdescon Coohrsne. One
notes ampng then solons of faniliny Dellklrk Settler femilics, Frederieh

Bird, Willisa Gerrlogh, John Hodgmon, Richerd Fevel, John inderson Sp,

Thomee Andepson Br., Peter Whiteford, John Sveses, Hemry Houre, John Garricch,
Zaptiste Demerals, Cheries Demsyais, John Inkster, Siuon Whiteford, Teter
Garrioch, ¥Willlem Sutherland, Willlsw Geddy, Clerlette Spewse, Usvin Gerriceh,

sy Yhitford

demos Whitford, Hemry House, Jr., Pagmus House, Roberd inketer, Jam

Whitford, Honry Andepson, Willlea Hors, Jevid  Cusitar, John Dougal

Pobny, Willisn Molny, Poter

{1} Garrioch



=
Thowss Zow, Allen Molvor, Jolm Jumse Detter, Willian lpdgeon, Alesander
Baddy, Jepes Frank %}%&f@ vwmings, Uharles Cumlngs, J%%zéﬁ Hiouse, Henry
House Ul., PRillp Wnilteford, Prensis %@%fm&ég duses Jones, Denjawin Mo¥ensie,
Javid smderson, John Whitferd, John inderson, Jr.
Hote fou that the nsmes on this roll ere masoulioe,
The firet Anglicsn service wus held in John Andeveon's bouse,

Bk g%ﬁ”@‘%‘% %*?;a

"whioh sbesd on the Forth bunk 1] of Uressent leke where Pou
strikes the lake™. The bones wes log, twenty fest gguarg. The sests wers
plank 1nid soross Blosks, sn sigbteen fnsh aisle lod $o the fable $hst served
&8 pulpit and sléar,

As poon ae the sottlers Bad thelr log houses sroeviol, thagreet %o
work o baild e clmmsh,

The wallding thed ther completed with thelr own %s%iz e soverty
feet long, by thirty fet wide end in belght from ground %o suves fourtesn

feet. 4% the norih end wes & bower %en fuet sguwre snd Bixhy fest high,

finished with & gpive supsounted by s cross. Uhe walle of the ohuveh and

Sower were of hewn oak &@gggg glup-bonrded snd white waehed. The poof wap
of vnsteined osk shingles. ¥ithin, The wells were axpeaporel, and

plastersd with o nlztwre of oley and finely-clopped Bay, and finished with

& coat of white wash.,. The celline wes panelled with besswned and unnainged.

Four Gothic windowe on esgh side, end & lerger one in the seuth

8ide, lighted She ehurch brightly. In placs of & charoel fen feet wus et
apart by & white minted pail.  Uishin %his enslosurs were two pulpite,
Gight foot high, one in sach corser palnted white., The comeumion table
stood benesth the windew in the cembre, snd on esch side of 1% stosd a

chadr made of bireh snd seinted blaek, The pews were guite wnigue. Tach

family meiie i%s own saul

wmaged 0 g0t thes alile - Yeo hesvy ook pleves
fopmad the ends whish wors Pintshed 927 in seven curves, The sest wus uf

{1} Berrieeh
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poplar or Basswoold, as was also the lkmsellng bosrd, 411 wenm uwppelnted -
he petblers wers oalled 0 worship in this bullding in 186G,
Fhe first school sessions in the settlesent wers held in the howe

: the gopusr of

of 4he teasher, Hr. Peter Gorrioch., The elie wos whet is now
Grageents Ave. snd Blissbeth 5%, Some dwerdy-five children were enrolled =
Phe eeuipment wae primitive, bub & good beglnning wes mede in the rudinents.

vud his

APty beaching ons yese in his own bouse Hr, Gurriceh we
glosnes %o the povpieted school honss, which sbood one hundred snd f1fty urds
eunsh of whers Now Strect Jjoins RWiver Rond. The bullding wes log, forty feet
long, bwenty feot wide, nine foos high - The poof weo thetohed, the ohivke
in %he lozs plastersd with clay. UTheee %%’“a@%’&% Coped the Tiver Dond and wiilepe
nosash then snd fastened o the well, wie & desk twendy-five feet leng. &
ohdimney in the cemtre of the west wall wen the mesns of beating the uilddne,

e, Gurriosh twught Sehool THiL1 1886, Ter the prinsely snlavy

gf 240 ooy sniwsl.

srohdencon Coshrene minietersd not only %0 the sobilers, butb
pashed on in his efforts with the Indlsns. A% the west end of the settlenent,
about siuby-five steps fronm the present Indisn Sehool, he esleblished & day

gehool and held an afternom Duwday service thergs Mp. Melooln Cummings

el ghapsze of the sehool, and deusht not only resding, writlng and epitheetic

R

vt relision. The enrolumsnt wes shoud Shirty, sod about She s nuber

ahienind the Dwiey sarvicesn.

N

Phus for four yuars the 3% 1o potilorent busled 1%salf in zetting
esbabliinhed ~ 4 livelihood was made from the 1ittle ferms, %Yen sores or 89,
gron manting, tenpplng and trading, eod po need was feld for leglslation of
any kind. Archdescon Uoghrane®s sopd woe low &5 the sebilement snd wnbil

1857 his reslnm wes wdlisturbed by eonflict, either donestie or fovelgn.



Hocords of nev end disturbine eloments sopeny alfber 185Y. Those

be sffecbed the progress of edvilimation &% Portage la Pralrie. ‘*he
Bor-vestor’ published & lebter from John Gerrioeh, written July 30, 1860,

4hat resords sn sopeal sgainest Undlded S%stes tredevs digpensiog licuer song

szain voloed & protest,

the Indlens. On Decesber 10, 1880, ¥y, Serricch

inet the destruetion of Blsber. He wrote, "let us heve & steanm
bont, and & stenn sw-nill ot loke Wiandpes, and & brick Elly® « Agsin in
feroh 1863 Dp. Usrrioch v

wote that, "the Indlans thresaten %o descend in &

body and demsnd Sheir lande at the Hadeon Mey Jompany Post™,

The 'HopeYewher® %o which Hpe Gurrioch woo & resuler corresponie t

wes disbpibubed west %0 Portace ls Pesivie snd east o the Atlantle Comst.
g that dlps-

Phis plonesy peper sontributed %o the wnier currvent of chang
turbed the Portoge Detiiement. I% sdvertised ihe Prelris Poribsce thus,
5, but pearly destibube of tress, goud

“level praivies, yvich soil sl herbes
grasing. 1n the fsowm of Avpans 90, 1862 ~ Vis 8 Blgm of the timws we

are glad B0 notloe that & epirlt of speenlatlion has selsed woun our nelghbors

8% Portaze lo Pealrie - 4 lapse nwdher of lots of land betwesn Popler Pulngd

&nd the Portere bave beoon teken vy sl houses uild in sxdlcivetion of &

Cnmidian exnigration” -~ The For-Tester wend on %o sndvise then %0 offapy the

slaime at & fulr price, "boceuse millions of aeres of the finest wmoil i

world can be i by merely sguwstiing on thew®

£

"The Osyadian Pmigeation®, hed begun by 1662, for the istue

referred 0 asbove, also cordalns the foliowing itew ~ "Ip, Jolsan the
Cnosdlon fepner whn lntely went 1o Portess 40 settlys serures ue he ip

plessed with the prospeste. Though the seasm wes sdvammed he sowed



w1l

vrorising crop. Us thinks the place ex-

grain and vegetables and hes g D

callent Zor ferming.  Pr. Molesn hwils Zrom Cuelph,Onterio, full of hope
with means and inclivetion $o fars on & large soale®. This the Yor-Vester

wer of & new erg.

%@%3@% iz 5 forery
Hr. Jolm Helesn se chronisled in Gthe Zop-Yeoter was the plonesy

ontario {Canadisn) settler in Porisge. He %ﬁ?@?@é &t Yort Gerry in the serly

supmer of 1863 on the steamer “Internstionsl”. e looked sbowt for farm

bat conld nod declids fo pureless. Yo vent west %o the

land u% Fort Gerry
Terbile pralries at Portese apd Tmedictely purclesed seven wnd one-haly

hedne fecing on the slowgh from e Jrench Balf Yreod Rewvers. The purchave

Bowht 4en ghaine more fyom Poley Gorrloch.

prioe was 4875 in goid. He

geventoon and one-hnll ohaline Tre olenn Termed oy plnetesn years.

In the sarly fell of 1862 Ir. Hereth Bedn olein) srrived with
hie wife and seven ohildren. He bad beon 10 the west In 1061, and desided
to fazp on Yhe Vortege prairien, The Baln Dnwily loft Huven Gounty, Unlsric
in Junn 1868, with & party of Budson Bay men. They bavely escapsd the

in Awewes, end in Porisge s Pruivie

Hianesots Inesacre, arrived st Hildonen

in Gokobor. Hr. Bain took lend esst of the present reformstorys be wrely
ploughed & furrow sround his elaism sud ostabiished his title by possession.
From 1857 $o 1BGE the settlement uniervent these clornses in

$rovbhlen, snd lond ddepules

parspnnel. These shanges, together with Indlan
* i the %%%2%@@%@%% for petibtions that sppesr i $he Monbes of the
Gounsil of Assinibolam., In 1863 the Toriagers petitioned, "to be $sken into
the Cownpil of Assinibois”. Ihyd, 1684 - Uhe Maoutes prasent, Yin

appiiestion from the sebilere at Portage la Prairie requesting %o Bs Tamnexed?

o the Bed fiver Settlesent and inpluded within the ﬁwimmmﬁ of the

eil, while

Hunieloal Metriet.” Phe Coun declering 1%s sympsthy with %iese

Poriage metilement in its



2l

government -~ -~ “thelr militery mipport was not sufficlent to securs the
government, the petitions reguired”.
Thoso petitions show that the settlement we disjuleted and $het

w.e 0% adegunts - Arohdesson Cochrane, before his

resiowtion from 8. Yery's parish in 1864, led Geclded thet & loeal
goverment of some Bort wes nevessnry anl the Counsil of Porlage Is Prairie

wag Tormeds

The Council evidewly was insapsble of handling the land eass
el

of Yhiteford vs Yolain {Bain] for this ocase was alred belore the Cow
8% Bed River, snd durine the prosedure of the sase the following oo ot
wne plven 0f the ovganisation of $he Suensil of Portaze la Pralrie (1)

ane snd elested by the

oy Gompillors were nonineted by Rev. Thowns Cochy
g*;@%ﬁ% withous one conbrery wvote, syl 511 in the presence of the Vensrable

hrane. 2he shalrmen, Hr. Yred 4. Bird, woo swormn in by the

Bov. Thos, ook

g, and afterwsrds the other sesbers of the Couwnell, by
Hr. Prod Bird, ans was sleo My, John Jemes Setter, olerk of the sourt. The

sing Deoonber

alection of this Uowwlil was for & torm of one yeay, oon
nasn,

By 1887 the Goune 11 uf Portage la Pralrie was svidewdly distressed

with exisbing conditions, for on Javch 7, 1867, there wes presenbed to the
Goverror snit Cowneil of Assinibole s petition fyom & mumber of residents

a% Pordese ln Pralrle representing thet the syeten of eslf-govermment which

they bad been SEying %o seb up awong thewmeelves had not been suscessful,

meens of beln: relieved from the evile of the present
ght within the jurisdletion and subhority

and pragive, &3 &

shate, thet thelr seltlement bo brow

¢f Bed River, or thag 7 L %o Red %%%%m % the

e $ime there wno lald before the Cowwil & 'Counter Fetitlon’ fron sboul

{1} Bor-Ysster Yobrusey 1864
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ber of Poviegers, Gepressting the Lawtisie annexsb

premetere, end preying the Uowell to postpone any final sotlon. Actien on

Shese petitions wee Geferred fvom nooting

to meebing of the Cownelil of Assiniboia.

wEn vy awed thes counier webition

1% is Jeasible To balleve that ke

&

peferred 4o shove listensd to Thowss Spence when he arrived in Portage at the
gloes of 1067, Spense bhad besn ot Hed River snd failisng %0 ged a folliowing

gonditions allow

moved on %o Portage, where the unsetiled

4 him an opening

He susespded in orgenising & repiblicen form of povernment.

hingelf, se president and Findley Way sesrebary (1]  The Fepublic wae %o
flowrish under the nune, Republie of Ualedonia, bub wos slwost Lumediet

changed %o "The Republic of Haniteba®. The orgenieation Sook plsce early in
Jupuary 1860, and plans wore made for the constrestion of pablic buildlngs,
mast be forbthooming - The
51

%o cerry on the goverment progran funis

Fepublican goverment mist levy fomes. Tho fuison Bay Company and the

traders were the only monied people in sighs, therefore they wmst psy tewes on

govds Drousht fnbe Portags is Prairle. When the tax notice was served the
Sademn Bay official declersd thed he would pay 50 ez or Guby on goode Lmported
for trede st his post, unless oxdered $0 46 80 by the goverwent of Nupert’s

goverwasnt wae  helpless, swd found the sefusel Lvpossible to

denl withe To add to the ine

fPeobivencas of the new goverment MaoPhereon
of High Bluf? flosted the mmwr $het the tax

poney was used by Spenece snd his

guore. Spence lseued 8 warrant for MeoPhepson's

Gonfedernies 4o pavebnss 14

arronk. HePherson refused 4o submit Yo the arvesy, but the Constebles,

Hudson snd Anderson finslly foreed him inte thelr eonveysnes. At Poriaze they

et Jobm Yalsen 4o vhon %@m%%@% sopesled Zur bely - Yelewy sdvized

MeoPharson %o go to his tyiel and that he, Molesn, would see that he received
hastise, True to ble word Iolesn wand that night %o ths trisl., He was told

{1} %o Bo BLLL



that Mscfherson was on trisl for "Uresson to the laws of the Nepublic” snd
: %m% and fuming %o Bpenve suid, "Coms o0% o' thad

lehre, yo cenns st 88 Judge snd scouser Bith™. In & Pidi-

$hat Ure. pense was the sogusey. This wawe Soo muwh foy %@% Yl

denlered, "o bue nss

culously short time bpence was under the table Lsploring meroy sand

BnePheraon

was frag,

nee hepdly needsd the letier frem PBuskls

bors were sobing i1llegaliy, snd incurring

5 bim *ehat be epd his go-
‘Ereve m@%@%m%iw* s £21 Spence then gave wp %%%é vresidentisl duties and
undertook 4o establish & ealt plont on ol Bl teba. '

These disturbances at PorSage seem to somect vp with the treud of

e = "the wmajority of the settlers were mot,

Isturbers of the pesse, snd sgitators whe

afiairs ab Ded River, to wuote

thorelfore, in ascord with the fow &

sl resched the poind whove there wes Tmethed iz thely mdness’, the purpos
Belng te play inde the beods of Careds by dowlng the wealmess of the Oo

government,”

et petitions were mads 40 Bed River from

#inge. On Auguat 6, 1068, the Uounell met with one objent, %o lay befere the

‘meebing & comamiesntion fronm Andrew Pelerson snd other renidents of Portase

ia Pralvie, vegurding & recent oocurrence thers, in which Frencis Desersais

wne suid %0 have been shot by Alewander Yelesn, snd %%%ﬁ%mg the Counell of

hestaibols 4o fake cogniesnce of the metters, with o yiew 80 csrry oub mublie
é&@‘%m% The Couwnpil desided %o dnvestlimte snd 4he t2ial wop faken to

Yort Gorzy. In Jes

esbor of the ssme year “the Oouncll of Menitoba”, Teeling
it5 inability to desl with the matter in a legnl manor, se the disturbing

ang wore within {2} the Jurisdichion of the Cowncil of Laeinibots,

{1 letiers spperded

{2] Pevision svvended, Dss, 103 3

20%. Library
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aihiles

appealed B0 $he Honorsble Sody the Coweil of Jssinibols for ;{é%%%%mg op
&% leash assisiancé,

The Counell resolved, "thsd & Hugietrate of the dlatriet with
the sherif? apd $wsl vo constables be inetructed to provesd 4o the nelztbore
hond of High Bluf? and Popler Polnd for the purpose of mocking those

v 07 the offender and others from Tortose and

interestod in the ponlehw

therealtor provesd in & body to the Sioux Comp %o luvestigete and
the offendors 4f they ocan be identified,”

This repoludion was carrisd oul and respite from Sloux

However, no efficient control wes exerelised over oivil or
eriminal affaivs 8% Porlage 1 Pralivie witil afisr the 2iel Insurrection

deresion 8%,

and Senitobs besems & provinge of the lonfe



O REAL DISURUECOTON 1869-1870

Besponalivle men weve wainly petitioning, thet the Pordese settle
L fnto the Aseinibols stuministration, wien suidenly the getilenent wes

bundled indo the Trovinee of Baltnte.

tm the murfese in 1889, 1% wee evidend dhet & ohevee we lumpeading,

ouieat lon in the Portege setilevent woe clerping. The plonecrs of the ﬁmmw
sk, sl walrdendly to the Budson®s Doy Cespauyp the Oataric

pebtlonent wore dond

sns were veekless, The

galtlors wore onger for land and prowsoritys the Toal
sngbern sebilers were greluslly fncrensing in nudber; $hey were mersly in

anolber seeblon of Unneds, snd considered, that ultimetely o government such ss

Gutario boasted would be effected in the praisle lend. Zov sopooition $hat the

Indiane might mke S0 the extended sebtlemnt woe Sermod meplisible; snd the

toshrany setilers were, af heart, British, Uhus in the meturs of its oun -
& nigh ross
gsling with 1%s eivil adminietretion.

pormit the

Intlon, the Portage wettlemst coul
with an inefiective oouncll strg
vor the Cemdian Covermment snd

vin lone in i%s deteched position

Lovis Biel 414 net

Porbagers to wrk oud thelr own salvation am&%ﬁmﬁngﬁ% Yhe trensfer of the
HorthVest o the Canedinn Govermusnt wee nobt effsobed without poelitlenl 49l
ouliles, and thess 4Lfflculties cenbrod in ¥ed River. The sibwbion am geture

of $he Portage petilesent

connpeted 1t a% once, with the Lusuy

Un Foverbor 6,1869, Biel issued & public nobice from the Presifent and

French speaking populs

Tupert’s Lend in Cownell, to the inkebitants of

Fupertie land, to sond dwelve repr

opentatives $0 Deed with $he Fresebh on Tusedas

Hovesber 26, 1869, st the Courd Hous

@y Fort Gerry. Mr. John Gurricch vepresented

g6 n Pralris a% this o

we ersdijeble. On the one hoyd
the Yransfer plonm

4 himy for meny years he bed sdvoested, thet setblement would

!



,r% W;“"
z of the Holson®s Day tinding company wos pee

naver moke bead %111 $he oowe

moved: on the other hand he hud & sympathy with the *Hotis’, whe seemed in

lezes®, but wien Biel proposed forning

mt, HUr. Garricch refused his muport.

In Pertage 1s Prairie saffsire s% Pord Cerry were discusced with

interest at My, John Garricch's stome, mors were afleat, and 1% was
4iffioult Yo deelde whether the setions of the Camsdisn govermeent or lLouis

Manghter of Renneth Bain declares, *that the

Blel were Justifisble. A gras
athy with the Cersdian governmerd, and thss 12 Riel

- Tertagers were not in syoa

had not ¢ & misteke by shoobing Beobt, he would heve beon the hevs 8f the

boapt,

One is dmclinsd Yo think thet the Portesers considered thst Biel
had overstepped hinssl?, vhen he arrested some of their feionds and aoguninte
ances at Fort Jarey on Decewber seventh 1869, Uonseth Melensie wend 4o the
convention in Jenwsry 1870 with instrustions %o use every @7%ort to secure the
Peisase of these prisoners wl knep 4he setilevent posted on events 8% Hed

did

River, Hr. dolensie was unable %0 carry cub these fnst rastions, bub be

expresy hinsel? fvsely on the guesbions dohated 1n the sonvertion. The moubes

of the sonvention show that Mp. MoRensie seconded the mbion to proseed with

the eonvertion behind clossd doors, except regnrding olovgy of all denonine.
flons. In connection with the 3411 af RBights, be hed not sesm the Pirst liss
of righis, bub aowroved of Lhe comadssion drawing wp & new one. e ursed 4hed
Failrosd construntion be socelorated, and fuvored granis 0 eshoole sud pobliie
works. There is mo evidence that Nr. No¥ensie realiszed the besie nature of

Ghe aedliet.

Yhile the sonvention sm; 1ittle inforntion as to the venl progress

of svanis

resched Povbage. The prisoners were not relessed, Feeling yen high

over this Injustice, and Seott's graphie secounts regultel in = mesting %o
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ersenise & Felief parlys

Colonel Dennis, determined %o eslablish Camdisn suthority, hed sent
Hajor Bevdbon to Portage in the early winter %o gein the loyalty or at lesst

the ne
way Ge his ubmost o keep things gulet. Boulton wes wwble o restrain ke
2le

wrality of the Sloux in the situabion that bad srisen, and in every

efforis of the vellef party, @ Joined with them, snd was given scomums
ig many having only osk glubb, the

party mustered and mavehed off on foos. “Tarnestness in thelr desive to
velesse Shelr friends, made then sheerful wnder adverse cirewmstances”. Theip
earnestress was further evineed, when storm deleyed st Hesdlegly, & conference

He wus re-nominated, but before

wae held and Hsjor Boultos

the & 1 Plghie”

wilon was pub to the party one ssked, "Doss Hajor Doult

“Io accouplish the objest for which we left the Portage, if I ean

see my way clear Yo nocopllish $his withous undws sisk to the foree®, This
reply from lajor Bouliosn, re-clected him,
The Portsge party joined the forces mustered sb 014 Kildoran., The

plan %o surprice the fort and peolesse the nylgoners wie nog é%z*%& ouk,

filel relustantly rolensed the prisoners, se be hnd promised the ewmvention d6
e The Portagers would have stuyed %o depose flel from his propidency had

$hey not been prevailed won %o m%*

guietly to Portesge. The Secteh Semor
guietly
away, & fow ot & Sime, and In the facs that they sed out in & body, comseding

in she party wae shown in the arguments sdvamel against thelr sunesks B

the polnt %o pass some 4 stance ﬁ:@ﬂ@@g

the Zort. They wipht just oz wsll lave
Isld out on that poind Yoo, and saved thewsslves the detoury for when they were

sbout opposite o the fort some thirsy horsemen led by iel’s he

nehoen, Lepine

theough the sow towsard the Porbaze

and for survender, Joulten wrged bis men %o do so gintly,

most relustant o s

Hurdoch Yacleod was probebly the ender his flrenrms, md



e

gave Leplse guite & tussle before he finally relinguished his plstol,
marohed, o prisoner with the others, %o the fort.
Ho consideretion wes glven 4o Hsslesd’s chebinsey, but evidently

ton were the prises  coveted by Risl., The {lle

Thomse Soobt and Major Bov

¥imed arrest, Boulton’s narrow escape wiih his 1ife, and the %
of British ssmpsthy.

iy of Seostts

aoth placed Hiel sbeolulely oulside the bownds

The Portegers bave been sevorely criticised for so rashly ovgauizing
& relis? pardy, but the Bridish blosd proteste sguinst arbitrary &

- and ope mwt eppathize with the mobives thet prompbed

such gonditions. grentel that the venture was 111-%lved, that

does noh give Riel & plausible exsuse for taking Seodd’s 1i%s, He wight have

» &nd one thing is certsin, his

held Sooth with the others wnbll Merch 26, 1690

canse would not bave besn Lupaired

Frerab exponents have, from tluwe %o $ius, defended Uiel for his

“one st of plgouwr”. 4. Mo de Tremsndss defends the sot vigorously and

Geclaras Shat Yortege la Prsirle wes, during the whiole $1me of the Red Rives

sroubles, the ohief sest of opposition to Ziel and his provisionsl government.

%o gwte, "Cho

by assseiating with the agltetors ohuiss snd eompe
doedougall snd Dennie affales, B was ons of the chis? olandestine

the Tirst convention in Vovember sud December 1869, snd

ageats of ftulte in Winsipes. Mo wes imprisoncd with Stults sbout Deserbes

elght, In Jenuery Soobt estoped snd dooh rofuge in Portsge In Pralrie; in

the fellowing Februry, while the sounvention af 4he forty reprosentatives oo

“he winle colony snd from Poviace, wes deawing wo amd debesing the sond

itions

uwpen wilch the couniry would enter inte ihe emn

‘,@%ﬁm%mﬁ Uhtrsy Boobt s

about one husdred men, all sreed, core dow

n fram Pordage to mike war won Ford

Garry, the very sest of the convention. The provi lonsl goverimernt had been



soognized and completed by the convention: Seobt and hls cempsalons sould

heve been uswere of $his fsotn.

arg gho mks war woon uws’,

‘he Fronch defense, “the lewless subald

points to the real base of the emnfllict. The Portase Ontarviens were Yhe

saard of a %ids of Lemigration $hat the Pronch wers losth %9 see.  The

sbpated 17 the Torith Yest

droam of 8, "Cusbee on Bhe Red River”, would ba £

wend wnder the gontrol of the Garmdian agoveryeent on Serritorisl status. Tor

£hin vesson ons is inelined o bellevs that the Noman Ustholic clervgy

aliay the Tenrs of the metis conserning the suwyey; snd to sufeguard
pose Blel souaht for provineisl status.

rights, they wused Riel. For this pwr
In the convestion Hiel proposed provinelsl stetus, only te heve ithe

nropnsal vosed down, and the rights of territorisl status 4fsouesed

wp. In the lists preparsd for the delugstion to take to Uftaws no mention was

separats solioolis. Inglish

Imagine then, the mystifiesbion of the
speaking population vhen Henitobe went inte Uonfederstion 10V0 with full pro-
for the

vinginl status! Hobt only that byl sepavate schonls, reseyves of land

metis, use of french langusge in the couris, sud & second charber in parlisment

2

were all nrovided for in the ik

nitobs Aot

Pittenn vesrs later when the provines wes in $he throes of ihe
¥anitobs Sobosl questlion, light wes thrown on the wystery by the letters that
Arvorbhishop Ynobe hiwsel? published in the prese, The 014 Wildornen settlers,
the esstern Gmedlen settlers, the tls, hed &1l Boon Blind to the wnders

current thet forsed the fssue: Blind o $he feet 4het Douls Nl wes the "brand
botwoen the Hotis and the chureh”, resisting the wovement fowsrds federstion,

until the privileges of separete schools, use of French languese, the sesovnd

ehavber, and grente of land, were absoiutely ssowred. Tne Zeels thet the old
»ﬁv@é‘%‘%&%ﬁ& of Fanitobs hnd no reslisation of the fast they the Presch were

answoring Durberw’s challebge




Portege la Prairie wes ineluded within the limits of the province
by the lanitoba jet, but suwsh wee not the intentlon of $hose who drafbed the

ing of the bill, the Honorable ¥illism MoDougsll

Bille Upon the firsh pe

cailed attendion S0 the fast, that the boundnry Sherein desesibed excluded
Portage la Fraivie, whiles the line was deflected $o take in s settlenent
marked, “Boman Cutholls lssion”. fhe $hird readt

o

"Fe ninetr-siz west longls




fmediately upon Feniloba's entrance inte the Dominien Confederation,

nh governor of ths province. The

Home Ao Go Arehibald was mppointed lieutes
lisutenant governor visited Portage le Praivie in September 1871,  In the

eddress of weloome Sendered him by the Portagors Shis senternve is signifionnt;

wo have been stlgmitlzed "Hebels’, you will fivd ue in

the hour of eall as resdy to smupoord you wgeln as we were before to come foreard

aml rlek our lives and our Libertiss in supror: o constitublonsl governsent,

tusen of whom you sre the Hepresentstive™,

and the subhority of Her Usjesty, the
The machinery of provineinl goverment was gredunlily st up, A

Genmus of the populetion wes falen and the firet provinsial election wes held

Dsperber 20, 18%70. The retums wers:

Prederiek Bird a7

Jolm dumew Sehter %6

William Garrioch - ;

Hre. Prodeviek Bird %ﬁ%ﬁ on the comuitiee of Agriculture snd Temiw
gration in the firet legislature,

Prancie Ogletros was 4w %z%&%gw appointed to the legislative Couneil,

The Dominion elcetion held Yareh iund, 1871, sent Dr. Lyneh to Uitsws,

to represent the cwwiituensy of Herquetie.

Fusbices of the Peuce wore appoluted In Portess, Courts of Petty

Dominion Hail Service inebituted. Chaples

Sesslions established, sud & regulsr
Ho House was swpointed Past Boaster,

The Bluostioml %wﬁw% orgenised and got the school distriets

spportioncd. The Poriece disbrist wna mumber fiftesn and extended from the
eaptern bowwnry of electorsl division b0, b0 the Mudson Bey fort,
Archbishop Plrkhen reported in 1871 %o 4he lepartment of Baveniion,

that $he Poriage sohonl, in clapss of Hise Vhinster was well oresnized, Lo



sversge attendance wes thirdy and the conditions nost sstisfastorys

%

Prior %o 1671 55,

seyts Anglicen Chureh kel nindstered 4o the spirite

ual needs of the settlement; in this yesr the Presbyterian Church esbablished

& regulsy pission. The aaz%vm@% wore held every second Sunday by the Bev,
Hr. Pletoher, in the bouse of Ur. Hempath Bein. ‘ .

With & vigovous osganisntion in school, ohureh ahd siste affaivs,
and 5 sonstantly incremsing populstion, Portage ls Prairie wae by 1671 &
pronising setilenent with o thrivine villsge in 1%s midst.

Hectlon thirty-four of the Uone lidated land sot said, “any porson,
mle or Jemnle who las %%%imﬁ the aze of eighiteen years, shall be enbitled
%0 be enbored for one bundesd sud sisty sores, or for & less quawbily of wne
appropristed Dominion lands, for the purpess of securing & homestesd right in
respact Sheveof™, '

The Haniloban June 17, 1871, pudlished an interesting ocomment on

the people who ware ftaking sdvank

e of the howmestesd righte on the Portese

plains. “Arsival of the Selkirk Jww 13 - She osrried & grest desl of

frelght and shout one hundred passengers, most of vhon ave from Cnteric.
There ere famllies from the townships of Werwieck, Adeleide, Lobo, slss from

barnis awl

0f the new arvivnle post of them appesy 0 be of the betier class

%
%

of Camadian feprper, Dhey appoay

1o be highly respectable men, men of

- emlfieient mesns o epgounter the privations of Sirst seitloment. They brins
with them lsplements of every desoription worth fran two handred to twe |
thousand dollare o plsce., Judsging by thelr own statersnt they eome oub vepy
aing as regpris the prospecte of the sountry and nothing they have ween

as it 13, bas denped their ardov, Thay speak of twenty thous

o] 1lowing.

The main body of the present imeigrents ave bownd for the Porbasze.



“Bie

The stovk they brought with them is of & very superior desoription, escellent

horses, and thorouabbred |
The sssessment yoll for 16VL - 1872 has uwpon it ses

purhan oatbtle”.

b=l namee,

Uhe assessed value sorending from the Nudson By Jorpany with flve thousend
ong hundred and elghty-seven dollurs to the Individusl holder with $ifty

goilars.

ey industey of the Portase pleins

Agrisuiture, the pr

infercy in 1871, Wt one ver of the perty with the lisutensnt sovernoy

writes regarding whet he saw - "4t Hat Creek erossing is Ur, Venneth %@%{é&%z&?ﬁ
excellent farn, seven miles frow Portage. Alvesdy 5 lavue quamtity of land is

wardered plovgh and ’%@% were ot work

wnder cvlSivation and wherever the eye

vnder the charge of one or other of the strapping boys of which ¥p, Melensie’s

fomily conplets”, The wribter aleo mentionsd the fine Duvhen stock on the
Hntenzie favm,

That fine herd of Duvham cotile is mentionsd sealn in fotober 1871,
The prise lish of the first previseisl exbibition shows thut Yp, Interplie's
gbouk was of %he best in the province. To the Melensie farm the following

prises were awarded: Beet hesvy dvaft brood mmve; best thrss yoar 01d colts

bast heifer, both bwo your old and yesrling; best spring oalfy best Indien

sorn, beans, potetoss, onione and persnive,

This £irst exhibition wes & splendld sdvertisement for the Portage

savtilewmns,

By 1875 Portage la Pralrie was & plase of lwportsmce. Every seetior

of land, that war avallable for homestesd privileges was daken., Ohe isg budilde
inge of e settlers dobted the prairiesy the ferdile soll was $41led in avey

Lncrensing soroags

o Hevigation wp the Aseiniboine from Yimipes saved the
gstiler to some extent, his long drives ¢ the business eantre oF tks Spovince,

in 1875 She flat bost systen wne - suscesded by the Tirst zesuiny



=B

1ine of stean boabs establisbed by %the Horth Yest Favigetion Cempan

1875 the Prinve Tuperd of one hundred and twenty %ons made 1%s plonssr telp
from Wienipsg. The sucoass of this trip estebliched & regulsr systonm, end
Bore merohsois lodsted in 4be Portnps villsge.

sbioning ia $he Portuge village

Twenty pluces of vusiness wore fu

by 1876, ¥he plonser mewspsper west of Winnipeg was published in Jumwry
1878,  Thomss Uolline edited this Mureuetie Neview. The paper wes wmost
creditable in ite reporie on fovelgn nad domestic &ffairw, the news itens

editorials and poilticel news were slizhily bissed by

- party affillstions. However, in most poinks the esrly paper compares mst
faverably with the present day fsmuew 1o Povtese 1o Preirie,

ant nete of the seventies. In four yoars

grew te warrant the incorporntion as & town. In Jenuspy 1860

the Haliwsy venched Porbtsge after many vezstious delays. A% once o gsneral

advanne in resl setebe comenced. Thoe population in 1880 was elzht
with sixty plases of business; %wo banks, twe lwbor yerds, two flour miile,
wun by sbesr, and one brick yard. In 1861 when 4% wes kmown that the

age la

Canpdian Prolfic Ballway bad psssed into the henis of & Syndicate, Port

Prairle Became & point where speculetion cemtred. There wers ted reasus for
thiss (1] %he location on the etriy of land betwesn the Lssinibolne River snd

leke Mmnitoba, sovoss shich all reilwey lines from the Zed Hiver valley to the

Horth Vest muet pass, whether Winnives or Selkirk b the eastorn divisicral

point (2) The splendid belt of agricultwrsl tervitory,

The mushing %o of 1081 wes booming 1n 1008, The populetion

resched thirty-five hudred. A resi estate pasphles rizes the industries

in 1882 a6 followss 148 business institwilons of every deseription tn full
blast within the ity limits, of this, 44 are banks, resl estale offices and

effices of professlonal meny 1 hotels, 10 swdry,

80 meroantile and manue
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asome £if%y heve

feoturing intereste. OFf these one hundred syl fortyv-sisht

alve monthe and fi0%y Gurins slz sonths,

sprung into exisience Gurine 4w
Hor will her rapid progress end here, for her lostion, her other
advantages snd the eumtorprise of her oitisens will raise her by ths closs of
the prosent deceds 30 & elty of thirty thousend people, with & velums of
business which will proclain her one 8f the great industerial centyes of the
Horth Weale
%@%?&%am wes pede fov thls tremendons growkh by an exiendsd
survey for town lots. The Tavmors, four miles from the limdts of 4be pressnt
ality, were gontenplading the sle of thelr homestesds for fown 3%5;
 However, the sen on the land, tilled the soil, sowed the grsin,
reapsd the hervesty and by honest o1l won the #i%las te ioir homestesds.

& living snd were on the hlzheny %o weslih with mush

T She Yown wen waile

lese effert. Jmt by 18856 the townmeyn wore vesping the hearvest of the

"boow®s  In rpeality the Boom collapsed in 1882, but the worst efffects wore

net realised fop bwo or Shree yenrs, The Hayor snd couwncilior hsd 4o ndaid

that the fown wus banleupt and plesded for mevey from its ereditors. he

eralitors wore oirowlerized in Uotober 1886, The eirevler contained a
financial statesent for the years from 1821 %o 1885, ©his stelenent showed
that the deficit did pot srise from any frawdulent lendling of fonde, but
wag directly esused from the wastable volume of business in 1801 ~ 1883, |

"Phe extravagent expaaiituren were made with the full knovledss of the peonls,

aml dn the bellef thet they wore wise snd within the means of the cogporatien’.
Toe Town corporetion 414 Just ss the individuel oitisen; 1% Pen 148617 vocke

lessly inte debi. gans prices sobuslly neid for renl sstais

during the winber of 1881-82, ssused nen holding real proversy 4o fospize
themeelves excecdingly weslthy, and larse debts wore imwmé; with the

expocintion of peying them ous of the provecds of resl estete. The sssesoent



of town property wes high, an se long s rerds wevs hish red lots
seliing, the ratepayers found 1% essy €9 pay tomes snd all wend oo thlyy
b fsmeldiadely Yrue velues wore yesched troubles sross, The fimm%%
standing of the town hed 4o be placed slesrly Before the publie snd the
pruns il was pledeed Yo retremshient.

| legpite all pelbrawhosnt the fnterest on 4the debis inewrred,

gould not be met.  Pvery depariment wler $he sorporstion esssed %o

funstion. The grostest dlmsdor wee in 3he schools. One room for the

1i%le childron wis kept open by privete subssrip$ion. A privete sshool,

koown s leanstowne Uollose wes esteblished and $his sshool brideed the

zap for the senlor classes, until the public schools Punctionsd apain.

In Tey 1680 & basis of sebtlement for 4hn town bt wee sveived
#%. The privecipel und interest wes redused 0 & s 44t was considepad
peasible %8 be hndled withous w%zﬁgz%g the progress of the town. Toviege
ia Frairic then bemn hey 2@% %m&gg& W pay off the movissss.

Idke all mortgeges 1% wes an srresting shedow, and for tweniye
five years lspeded empansion. ¥he populstion sirmeres down %o those who

sould esen & livelibood in the town. The sueplus pesl sstate affices,

hetels and general plases of business dissppearc@.  Portege sebtled imto
the usual preirie town, with i%e post offiece, five hall, bleskewith sbovs,

hetels snd gemeral stores pretiy much confined fo its one long wids wirect,

fapketchewan Avenue. Buslness In the town depended wpon the sucesss op

failure oF the lepyosts %ﬁ%%ﬁ”ﬁ Pural mon

in 190607 & 14811 sowrt of Tlane iseped Shrough the shedow,
Interprising busissss men orpsnized to arouse Portege le Prairie to vie

with the srowing weet snd fndwe Lederants %o the Plaing, This effurt

was wade uwpon & sowd Powdeting and the

 resalts were lasting,

The feet thet over thres millicn bushele of wheet were shipped
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snovledge thet

from the Portsse plains slone in 190607, Sogether with the

dvaught horses and all shorough-bred stock, mede & desand for ferm land

W that Fosbage wes noted for heavy

xefl Sarming was more prevalent, a

that lmoreased the velws %o sume ranging fros thirty $o 2180y Gollavs per

Bhpa,

With prosperity in she rural areas the town was able %o male desided

7e the dissbilisy

sdverces. Ddward Srown snd his couwnsil set fo work to remo
ef the proference dsbenture morbzsse. They peid the old creditors in 11,
@md areaned for & new dsoue of debentuwre and sinking fund, amwunting %o one

red and Dordy dojlaps {0186,2¢0),

hundred end elghtyesiz thowssnd, two by

with the old Gleability removed and & population incressed 4o six thoussed

and sizby-nine the town corporstion guve plsce to that of & eily. Tha

emsut from s pralrie town %o & praivie oliy were

granolithic sidewnllke; and exfended lighting evebemy %he installstion o7 &
splondld sysien of wobsr worksy and the fomedion 6f & beswtiful pubiiec park

on the 1slend.

Prom that dsy 40 the present Portage s Prairie has been steadily
holding $te own, throngh the vicievitudes $hat heve essailed sll western

sities. 1% bas peid the interest on ids debie mnd vedused e debh. The

auditor's report for 1924 shows & nominal surplus of $eo hmdred and thros
thoussnd end ninetesn dollars snd thirty sente, (208,019,501, & further
indisation of her sound finsnsiel stending s the Giffiewnity %o provure
?@:ﬁ%ﬁ,&;@ iz Praivie bonds. 1% would sosm however thnt feture progress muet

Be glow; but the sheady wpward |

oy is lasbing.
The oity ministers %o the needs of & inrge sgriculiwral comamnity,
and 15 is Loberesbing %o noYe that efter over twendy yesrs business a5 rience

in Porsage the Hon. Bdward Brown declaved that (1) * 1% was the lend and what

leparture for

{1} Pron sddress delivered at Portage 1a Pralrie on eve of
Wlandpeg, ,
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Petition from Portege lu ‘relirvie, Des. £8, 1668,
{Dvo. 105, rrov. Libpewy!

webier fron Yhos, Spenve %0 Depretory of Siate fur
Selonianl Alfuirs.

Teply fron Sownive Blrends

¢1d $iemr's contrivution to the rauwtie Yesily

Review, Unech 1884,

Lettar fran John Gerricch Go Jditor of Hor Vestur -
Deo. B4, 1808, pesmyding Uv. Tose' Hesisn %o Snmiand,

Agenunt of “Portege Perty Sebbled Up” as tuken from
How Bation Peb. 16, 1870,

Seposition %0 lrelsration - Hew Bntion, ayeh 1860,

Address to Hls Dzcellenoy the Lisutenant Governer of
Henltoba, by the iniebitents of Poritsss lu Pralrie.

i

nrpts parishe

e Thewt pesesmmant Livs vY B,
Che first solonl vepori.

in seoouni of Ploheilo from “Ihe Review” 1684,

Tatrecte from clreulsy lotior %o Creditors of toe
of Tortege 1s Frairie -~ 1BGG.

Poen Debh - fros Deview By 1806,




4% would produse $hat would susisin the oifty".  Certainly one cannot
hope to sew Portsge & grost industrisl cemire wntil the population of

Weskern Comsda is many times what 1% 1p So~day.

Purkher one camot hope %o sos the Portazs plains ssswse an 8lto-

getheyr }3%%@%2?%% sppsararse until the population bepomes less veelilsting,

36 mubes one pouse fo Dind that only siztyePive of the original land cwners

or thelr imuediate familiies, are on that land $o-day. Wiet became of thew?

fome got To work and eropped the soil, $111 its fertility we ezheueted, ani

sousit vew land furthor wesd, or powsht & less

shen #old the land and

rvigorous elimale in the  esst or south.  Some ;,%:@ the sarly town

fuprovenents too repidly sl lost the horestesd to & mortgece copmny. Gthere,

the fow shrend men, worked dflizently, svent sarefully and aldsd by e grow-

ing Tesdliy of sms, wansed %zs oy the land that the others were elther ssger

or forced to sell. The yemalt, thet labpe aress wore gredually owned by

one fammer snd the bulldings of the homsatesder sbandoned and @ilepidated

made u blot on the lendssspe, The sizty-five established vermenent homes
have been the backbons of the vhols develommend.

With time and leproved sondltions the western populsdion will
beoome more whable, the wnsightly Yloss will 4lsappesr. The Uenadisn on

the Portage plains will prove hinesl? worthy of ks heritage.
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Appendiz 4.

Dew. 2, 1868, Des. 108, Prov. ig%’%m@g?

Fe the Cowwll of Dnitobs resipcbfully 1% for your oone

sideration 4he followine 28ition - In fzz{m@ 8f the depredations whieh

bave Doen and sre belng daily commibted wpon usp and cousidering the
iisb1ll%y that owing %o sonyolty of orovisions %%@% denvads

imerense as the seswm beoowes more severs; i woreover that, on this

da7 By thelr oen confoselone the Sious Indlsns heve scluowledsed

some merhers of the tribe 414 corslt the lash sot of wiich we now meke
mention wiz, “that on the night of the 13%h of Des. an on was taken fron

pnb 8% or

the ¢
nesy Jake lendtobs and there bulabered. The trsoky in 9 wow Bllen

able of Messrs, ey & Slnelnip; dolver %o & Slowz &

smw wore Tollowed %o the violnity of the Slowx (uy

by soze of the
eitianns vhon dork overtook then sud the $rail wos lovt. This mabes o
apetolere erberbalned spaisnst the Gloux, thet

certainty of the suspleion b

Shey are the ones who bave sbolen se many eabile from this sedtlevert, snd
88 the oltlsons of Poriese s Pradrie have spplied %o 4he Couwnell of

Banitoba for redross, therefors, this Cowwsil fosling its ‘im‘%zi%ﬁ e

donl with the miter in & Eﬁ% %

manner, as thess Indlans, most of them st
lenet, are within She Jurlsdiotion of the Upuwnsll of Assiniboie snd sre

belonging o the American Govl, now eppeal %o your

morevver the Dnilang

i%@%mﬁ%%é% Hoty, for provestion, or &b lesst ssslstunce in our nesd and
hope the’ you vay bYe eblo o point oud %o us sovs messuraes by whoh we |y
sbtalin redzess for the wrongs slresdy done and safety for the futuve. The
gitisens hove are lav - abiding snd wish not %o @@%%3% any rash aot o

nrds and thelr own peril 12, compslied 4o

de 80, wishing of $he sere tiue %0 avoid any sotion which wieht involve the



rest of the metblement in G1f7iculty, they sre willing %o awn
short $ims the sotion of yowr henovable bedy,fesling that the vaes s

sne of =

wh mopent and one that requires fmwdiste sstion ve would
request that thw foweil of Avsinibole snewers the petition i ils
next 10 days.

Po He Bird {Blepu)



8 Prairie, lBaitebs,
Vis Rad Blver Setblensnt,
Pebrupry 19, 1860,

4s president oleot, by the neople of the novlpeorzanised Covorn~

wont and Counell of Hanitobs, in British territory, I have the dutifng bomor

devation of Hor tost Oracious

oF leying before your Lordship, for the oon
Yajosty, vur beloved tusen, the olp

Hajesty'e dominions, and, so loysl British subjects, we hud

the ereation o2

sporbing petty govermwnt in this fsolated portion of Her
1y s slnserely

trust Sint Her loet Gravious Majosty snd her sdvisers, will bBe plessed

with %o give this goverment favorable recognition, 1% belus sisply our ainm

%e develop sur resources, fmprove the cmdition of the pesnle, and generally
advance and presorve Dritish interests in this rlsing Per Yest,

busble sddvess fyem the people of this sebtlement %o Hor Yo jesty
meen, wes forwspded thwough the Governsy Conersl of Carsds, in Sune last,
rior sttractions of this portion of the Brislsh

briefly setsi

el influx ot

Dominions, $he growing population, and the &

wisd this people.
Barly in Junwsry lash, &b o public meeting of settlors, who muber

nously decided %o at onge peacesd e She

elootlon and consty

wstion of & government ~ which has seoordingly been

sarried out » & Peven

@ leposed, public bulldings comernced, %o saryy ous

an brevties, the aw%%z%%im of vosds,

and othor miblic works, tending to promote the interests snd welfure of tha
ries of the jurisdivtion being, for the Sime, proclaimed

%ﬁ@i@@ the bon i

as folloviie



s
Horth - Trom & polsnt muwming Gue north fron the voundsry lise of
_ Assind
& straight line moross the sald Lol 4o %%%%s‘%m Porty thence by longite

bole 111 4% strikes leke Iamitobs, thence from the poind strusk,

dinel Lllve B, %111 4% interseots 1line of latitude 100,

| ¥est ~ By lime of latitud
and Britieh Americs.
Dast - The boundsry line of the Jurisdiction of 4he Counail of Assinibois.

fhatee,

dary line of the United Stutes

betwoen British Yorth Americe and the Untted

% huve the lower to resain, ¥y lord,
Tour Lordebip's obediont servert,
T fpense

Preg, of the Counall

52

20 the Becretary of Btate for Oclenial Affairs, lendon, 7




- ey B0%h, 1084,

ndos o inform you that

gir « I 8o direched by the Duke of Buskin
your letier %ﬁ?ﬁ,’ the 19%h of Pebrunry lest, sddressed %o the Sesrstary of Stetle ‘

thet His Grane

for fovelgn affsire, hos been forwavded o this deparivent, snd

irassed By you Yo Yr. Angus orrisen,

has also ravelved a copy of & letier ad

u womher of the Coopdlen Perlisend, dated the 178k Pebrusry last.

explain the measures that have been fa'en
, -suppors ing govermsent in Maanliobs, wilthin the
territory of the mdeon®s By Conpeny,

The paople of Bandioba are probebly not swere that the erextion of a

srate govermsent in the mesacr sed fordh in these pepers, has no force in
law, and that they have no suthority to ereste or oraenize & governent op

aven to set wp Hmicipsl fostitutions [properly so-u

slled} for thenselves,
withont reference %o the HoB.0u. or %o the Crown -

pent ave sdvised that there ip n

¢ objection %o

Her 2%3%%39 g Uoes

the people of Manitobs velunterily subnisting thesselves $o pules & veguie~

tiong, which they my agree S0 ohserve for the greater protestion and foproves

mont of the teorritory in which they live, but
regnrie others then thoss who sy have sl
that the imtertion 1s %6 exerolise Jurisdiction over offeniers iz srinbnl
snees, o leyy fene

wileh will have no force as

fhied themselves, we 1% 1le Inferved

spaleorily, and to attenpt %0 b is force octhey

powers, which can only be axerciced by & propeply consbituied goverioent.
fam  desired o warn you, that you and your co-
4iley

aldjutore ave anbing

1ly in this mabter, and the%, by the course you ave sdopbing, veu are

incurring greve responsibilisies,

Z ;E‘gég%

our obedient Servent,




Frow The Yeskly Dovicw - Ierol 1368,
Contribputed 0 the “"Heview” by v, ool Guelsee whoe hoe Yeon & &i"%ﬁiﬁ%ﬂ%
of Poriapge for nearly W0 years.

Portage 1o Prairie snd its businces establishuents -

ied By Awvchdsason Coshrene

The town of Portese la Prairis wes fouy

Andrews sod purclweed frow the Indlen

who bronght v some settlers from 0he
ehie? & tract of land stretohing from Dplthte 0ld sew nill %o the West end,
The Indiss ebisf promised $he Archdsason move land as soun as "his children”,
the sovilers ghould hove Beon mfficlently mperous Yo cooupy the land

alresdy Be

ghts The Tmdson Bey Uo. pont wes st Meilton's orossing sbout
20 wilen wess of Sown, bub in Y62 the conpary Buillt tho plece pow nown &
$he 014 Port.  Bofore the bullding of the Pord, Cherles House bed & treding

post nesr the site of Mr., Ohes. Hay's pesidence, and & 1i%3le later M. Jomn

fer-iooh establlshed a soall store in 1686 Purther sssd. Uhe Indien Villase
was vud nesr the Yost end %%wﬁxgg snd the olhsr villase %@ 8t %s%m Yiouse
trading post, with a fow setilers %g%@m@é along She sloagh posd, Ve, Jaicoln
Gumdnes lived nezt door %0 the Indlen villege end beslide bim were Therify

Better, who had purebased the place from Hpe. Ohes. Hayp Condy the father of

af Gantor nletishe

the man lstely condemned for tin murder

Bantrivubed by Henyy Opletreus

Down near Jobn O'Heilliy®s sbore wes a wind mill for grinding e
grain of the sstilsrs. T Indien sehool wes nesy Calwnts brewry and taught
by inlseln Cwnddngsy  the sversoe gitendance being $hiriy schelare who revelved
Bosrd a3 vell s tultlon &% the sehool. Yins the sobtlopent sentimed for a
nusber of years, the 014 bBimers, the Bwclesrs, Dundngs fetbers, Hay and others

slenting 'M%gg gear & civic comittes o look afler the laberesis of the



sebtlere sl preserve pance and order as far me nossivle bebtween the

¢ Sioux, sbout thres hunived of whon led come over here

after the Minnesots Masssove in 1862, It ws o ﬁagg tesk for the Chip:

were very pestless snd hod & hankering for the seslps of the floug,

they ceossior

they aratificd wherever & lonely opporbuniity ocourred, thouszh

ally bed dog Tenste srd swked the pivs of pesce with savh other,

trade wae done in Sure se Yreders fregeently %w from ae for work &8 Tord
Walsh., The MHudeon Bey edure boing %’” the Averwe %rail which strotebed from
Port Derry fo Betileford, lost mwh of $his trads beoaunee  of situsbion, m

fﬁ@ oresent shand, |

in 1867 ther Bullt & wiore 8t the weons end ey B, L. Yews

where they ressined wibil shelr rerovel & oounle of years sao to thelr woser:

pasition,
Gomtributod by ¥r, Chus, Hay ex H.P.P. who hes beon here sime 1866,

"shen I first cems %0 Vortace the best house wes built and owned by
an Inddan named Plchetu. It wes nestly Wuilt of osk loge and hed & shingled
roal. The houss stood mesr the sloush vosd ot the west corner of Pepguley

Haolean's fazm. The farem

wore 61l along the piver and the slowsh for the
betier protection of the seitlers. They were gensrelliy é%;m% twolve chains
wide and two miles long. Down nesr Peatits lending was the sshool ﬁfw the
*éaﬁ" about Shirty &% the $imm. Theve

pettlers’ childreen which Bad san stiends

was also an Ddlen Sehool waet of Ualrne® brewey, as it was slweys & part of

nhion &5 the soltiaps?

the Archidescore volicy B0 give the Indisns the e efuwe

ghildren. Helfore seelve the frudts of 8l1 his z;@me B0il the Tenerable

DTS,

ied leaving in the lesds of his son-in-law $he Bev Henpy 8

Arahlesson
the sharoe,. The Irdisn gave lote of trouble &n thowe days, in fect they mde
1ifs % this polnt full of inderest %o sll the setilers snd thet is perbaps

gove Life 8

the resson the lntier sbayed.  The chume of losing your sealp

oot nos fowd in thess peaceable tinws, The Diouz were vory overbearing




=B

I ve krown then 40 let down the funces and twn theily

mls dnto the wheat fleld of & sediler and hinm lovking on.

Abuvab 1867 and prior to the Hudson By sovine
imericans, opened & business place Lmmdintely west

$he Sow, four sen &

8f Wo J» Jumen® present residence. They hed all served as offilcers in the

howpiosn Army, one of then as & Caplain, snd were all gupplied with the nosd

improved firve as

After running the mmﬁwa for & $ime on
Party ot edirolled in & qusrrel with an Indlen who wes welbing o7f with
an axe sonoesled in his Blanket, Yhe follovwine mmi% wiile twoe of the
Tirw were soriing goods in an outslde storshonse Wolverine & noboriously
bad IsGisn spprosched and fired ot Willlem Salusn, the nearest mn, An
“Unele BILLy” supperted the Injured man, Wolverine struck with o dozen

Imife the side of Unole Billy, Bi1ly wheeled and wirusk the Indisn a biow

en $he head, Dooked hin down and made his way %o the bowse. As b
entered Indiens that lod congregated Pired woon thenm. The other partners
abttravted by the fiving In nlorm selzed »iflos snd fzwa on the Eﬁéi&%@%&»

The firing eontimwd, more Indlsne srriving wnder cover exsept for s

fonse raill, Here one Indlsn was shot 60ld By fept. 0'lorme. The settlere -
niow appaared fully arwd and the Indlens disappesved, '

The wounded non were taken %o John Mplean®s howse B3 the

Indiuns sarried off $helr desd men, After thim the flrm moved %0 Yimnipes:

Selmon died from wounds, Unole BILly and 0'lomme inter went 40 the Siates

and were shot dedd in s qwrrel nesy the bomas 27
Hot long sfter this snolher general store wes gsbeblished by
feurice Lowxd on the property now ceoupled by Yra. Gllbert, One Danday

afternoon when the settlore wore in $he ohurch nesr Prebiis lending & party

of Indians geme down %o lomend®s  stors % srecure goudin,

Bredlt, and the Indiens kmocked hin down, and prosecded 4o help themselves,

The aduld males in the vielnity word al3 st shureh, 22 the women objected



%o the robbery, with mo aveil. They sent to the chureh for help. After

pifier sl seall 8, the man fron ¢lurch hestily rensived %o

whers the Inidans were seseiled. The Indlsus weore slittine (80 of then)

getiing

goraes thelr bnees.

o tie graes with pifics
on $hirdy yards fron the Indiens the sedtlers halied, snd

white mn 4o not take v

Poter Garpioch afdressel i Indisne. *f
on Huday Jor nobldoge She tive e come vhen we st Lvow whetier the

white men or the Indisny are %o be 4l masters in Porisge ls Trairis, 12

the lwiisne think they ave nesbors they wueb Jlaht for f:%:%*

ore we will flaht. There are more of you

than us now but belfore the eun rises § thers will be waiy & house 1n Dlackensd
rolne in Portege’s  The Indisse slide fnto cover snd w sedtlers let

them; but guarded that nlght.  AL1 wes gulet snd the uffeir blew over.

A% Bhe time ailalve in Poringe presenied & sonswbad oritlesl

sspects  Targe bands of Indlans weve enossped sround the 014 Pord, snd the

L

Indien Gohool had ceazed %o opersie sod wes oosupied by soew of the

ne of elther Pritish or Awsvicen 2laine.

The setblers were freguently notifled %o lesve, the Indisns
slsdning ther hed never dieposed of thedr righte Yo this part of the countey,
Shough a8 & mtier of Zant thely Bitls %%@ been spld to ford Selkivk,

The peitlers So0k gp0d tare Dot B0 plve exouse B0 Somense

hoestilisies, slthousdh they oontinually losh cadtls and hovess snd Johe lelesn

had twe fine %:@gz Gelibezately #hot by & refesinged brave,

saptured this brave and elushked hiw dnto My, Bird's cellsr. Ther gsthered

8 jury of setilers, sll hesds of fesilies congregsted. On %helr srrivsl ihe

prisoner was vrought frou the sellay ond placed on & ghalr. Twelve setilers

BROrn 88 & Jury e eane prooecded.  Dwidence produced proved this

idanfical Indlen who had slals the ozen.  The room was clesred for the Jury



%o conplder the verdioty the prisoner sgein relegated %o the vellar. For

bwo hours the gzwg arpusd. Fine would heng hinm on an osk in fromt of

SAEUPE

?i/

ee shrenupusly opposed this

$he bouse bud the sthar &
Those in Ssver of the extreme penslty believed thet something

st be done o striks terror into dhe Indlsn whose conduct bed been 20

he Oouncil of Assinibols 414 pot embrace Portage Ia Frelrie

and when at the expense of clbizens offerders hud Yeon sent down, they were
generslly allowed to got off slither by bresking Jail or by some flew in
the evidenco.

%he tribwsl 414 nos care Tor sapes oub of i%s Juwriedietion,

15 wan feld theyefore 4f the Indlsnm went down Bs would secape snd the

trive be enowmrnsed in Lis raopages. in w0 srgesent sould induce the

thres jurors %o coneur in the opinion held by the nine, the prisoner had

%6 be sent 0 4he fort for trisl. Afer the verdiot was given by She Jury
& pubserintion wen daben uwp enfficient 4o defrey the expenses of the triz

andl the Indisn weae se

eurely bound and plased in & wegon. Hext afbernoon
e was pafely deposilted In Yort Gevry Juil, & %@%@e%g;% wae given for bis

Iragine his

delivery and the dpiver rebirsd 1o vest beforve sharting homs.
surprise next morning, %o Cind the prisoner Dhud broken Joil and wee dowht-
The driver heshernsd Baok %o warn the setilers

iz9s on Bis way B0 Periuss.

ad anptured the Indlan took ‘esfety Tiret’ pre-

gnd Bhe thees vy w00 B

gsubions, They logated the Indisy o mile south of the Asainibelne Ziver,

theos miles from the settlement. 4 party of twoive setilers well o
sat out for the ozsp, surroundsd %& and elosed in bub Yno went. He left

for north of leke Banitoba. Fe peturned after the Provioce was in

sonfederation and was o peacesble e on & Jeserve.

Prod Bird mnaced s busivess belenging %6 Dr. Shalts on the

ugh Roed,  This was the place where village newe wes taiked over ard

in the a1l of 1869 they found considerabls z@% for somversation, f.0.



o

‘%%;ﬁ%i&i Febellion « Dweore of ovil were flving thisk sxd fast so that
the settlers doened 1% neossssry %0 form Yhemselves inte & compeny Tor
vepular drill. The comand %@ given o Usptaln Yebh and 4rill wee ye-
galarly abtended $o, The objest was Tor the company to mareh out %o

maot Wolougell, then on his way %0 the province. Towards this end legoings

wore purchased sud the wmen of the sebélement gethoved st the schocl snd o
fev. lr. Georus’s resideres Yo sow thon. A sonsiderable guntity of
sonrlet eloth vas belng contracted Por at the Mudson By Company®s stove %o

ke conts ebe. when one night Colonsl Dennis svrived frem Feort Sarry sad

stated that bebween seventy and elghly men hed boen taken prissner whils
deferding the government storss in Dr. Shulte's bulldivg, and thet he hed
esospad. In the morsing Mr. Havis, who hed charge of $he Tudson Bay Store
drove Col. Dennie %o the boundery, 8¢ 1% wes conslidered unwise for him 4o

ghuy arovsd,

The coppany quit drilling bub & seoret ovsanisstion wes fornmed
which fmd  Zor its object the liverntion of the priscners.  Sseh merber
wag ewomn Yo secrecy and o well was this pledse kept Shet cases coourved

in whioh

no ona in the house

knew whidh ome of Shelr musber hsd sterbed for
Zort Garry. |

After thw cuplure of the prisoners Ilel eslled & convention
the werlous parts of the Provisce. Vrom this setilement e, Feoreth

Hotensie wes sent down se & delegate. Ye had lnetywobions 4o got the velesse

af the prisoners 47 poesible and %o keep the setilownt vosted on ihe gitustion,

be setilers walted snd waited snd 5w no word came from hin the manhors of the
organisation left one night with the intention of ghorming the bouse under
Siy under

wnd of Capte Webb, where they were jJoined et the chureh by Capt. Purmer

cover of darknoss snd velessing the orlsonees, They serched t Teedin

and twenty or thizty followers™,



Wrdtten te Bditor of Yor Yoster by Jobm Gevricch, Portese 1s Pesivie,
"o the ilnkhablisrts of Portege ls Prairie hewve tskern indc dus

goneiderstion the inlenied Jowy
Rose to Englend, snd the onuse that fakes him vis, the welfare of his

ay of thet very worthy genbleman, ¥r. Jomes

In Past not only his cowtemes (halfbreeds) but

soruntiry and goundy

who heve Beon for ey yesrs red derbs snd who Tron

is worthy of notice that the soops or current of wour pebition

4 %0 meintais $het Bed Biver never would be

eocordsnos with enother who nse
whet 4%
Pur Pradiog Oor

s lomg &5 the Counsil of hesinfbols wes over-vuled by &

Fy fotie

Hove o Mnlellun ~ "Burely the dovil muut be in this gouniry,

for we pase laws Tor $he benefit of setllesent yet they sre slvays twisted

asd B0 benefiy the Comeny”

Tender ouwr sincore wishes snd prayer for ¥r, Boes® swecess

Peoling my duty as o re%ive of the cowntry, one long neglected politiosily,

3 wan® fron house $o house %o secerteln the feelings of my sountryeen and the

Cammdiang - the Besult ~ "I would hely Mre Zess, but how san T. Howve are four

bage of pemicen; buy one sad I shall be sble to show ay o
#I have whant, but who will buyy

but who will e,

pethy".  Anether,

i

anothery "I intend %o k111 sn oz for sele,

Bose this not ghow & cherge is requisitey Mot blaming dov,
Uoleyish but the couperny bask of Blbe = = « « - ~ These dess firs the

L 3»@

senbiments of your wpper neighbovs the Doz

¢ people; wio onoe were residents



ap that prevented us
from exteniing farms and pasturos, Bad 99 pemve 4o i

ud the infivenve of your Red River Souwsell®,



Hew %ﬁ%ﬁi@%@ Pricay Feb. 3@ 8%, Tsi %g Bo. %,
whment Gobbled W - Startling Episods,

¥4 Poriege De
wwong those sselking thelr b

a5 on Whe moraing of the 1%h, alter

%he blocdless campaign of & days belore, wosn & il detechsnt ﬁ?%@?‘%&%g%

15 espioles & 8 or 10 on hovsebaak,

aad Assinivolne men.  There were some
Abous 11 o'elsck in the fovenoon, they passed Yoy - nob taking the highwey,
bub striking out on the plaine., Ay seon s¢ they oswe in sight of b, Carry

sl oalls and ohesrs of

wwnemen, 8t Dull rase,

fandreds of their comvades whe lined she rap
Adjutent - Genersl lepine & We. U'Donoghue &b their hesd, the Little de-

e af the Jork, Yith

Spg wae all emcilenment orce aanin - Un the house-tope, on tie

el o 8% the windows. on the fensing - everywhers - the townemen sud those

‘who happened %o be iu tows at the dine - wabohsd intently the two periies

a9 they closed. Uur office, heos
and Bih bige this w

ae coppletely demoralized for the 4%h

sek ~ devils printers, repovier & editer sli rushsd

out to see the fight. Vrom & woodpile we viewed the sollisien, The

sorseren seert over the plain ﬁ’mﬁmw%y wisil they hesded off the Dngliish

brimads ~ The l%%%%? oosked and presanted Sholy

gone. Uhe sovalvy ggmg;«
to return the ealute,  Bub just as we expected the cammsge i bemin -
i% éi@ﬁ?%c %}3&

s were lowsred. Hobody wae ords but the sellise

ous -~ for the Portase detnel

aent wae "gobbled wp™.  Tiw were dlse

od and escorted os prisoncrs to the ford - Whet is to be doms with them,
we have pot yet besrd ~ Yhe flag browht dow from Porty
trophies of this engsgenen

5T WBE smung the

ver 48 ~ and thelr nem)

ey wore in nue
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Sprdng 1669 41} epring there haw been wore or

less lemigration into the favorite region Portase la Prairie.
Hearly a1l lznd on the bank of 4k piver is fuken. Several
have lnid o727 clalus on lint Cresk. Uhe Indlens nesr the Hutsen
Bay Pouk told then they must not sebile 4there spd if they pere

sisbed they ren the visk of violence., This sbory emaguevated =

Hro Uiy snd Dz. Shulte visited the Indlsns and telked with

- Hesntemubnn gl Swo sone of Peguls, Pebwelgun and Yellow Plune.

Pre My neked then sbout %W%ﬁ%iﬁg the brothers

from Comnde wetiling on st Cposk - Dnlmelawm sald be hed polnded
wut apother place for $hem %o setile, bub that they were not
sabisfiod ~ M. I8ir then ewplained the sibustion axd thet they
{the Indisns) would bo cpuvennnied -~ Plaelly the Indlsns declisred

that they would olfor o wore gpoosition,



Addvess presented %o His Imeellerey the lieutenant
Gevornor by the inhebitents of Portage la Prairie.
"By 1% please your Txeellency,
We the inhabitants of Portage 1a Prairie extend to you
& most hearty weloome snd extremmly repret et we are weble on this

vooauion %0 Purnish you with & stronger proo? of our ioyulity end

attachosnt %o Jour position as her Najesty's representative.
Your Zzcellancy's shord stay provents us Tvom giving

sevbivents and feelings in reforence 4o the

expression o a1l our
geant fatue @:? Shis proviice,

We are swere of the 41ffienlties attending your high
and honoreble positlon anidet the surges of peliticsl strife and
aninosity which have prevailed to & grost esbent in %ﬁi@s solony
during the last two yesrs; ond we canvot bub avall ourselves of the

we have been

epportunity of sswuring your Szpellensy that althoush

stigmatized 55 "“lebels” you will £ind us in the hour ¢f oall as resdy

%o support you agein 28 we were bBefore o sove forw pd and visk ouwr
lives and our liveriies in swpert of Constitutionsl Govermment and

the suthority of Her b jesty the tusen of whom you the representative,®



Appendix I

18672 the lst. sepesesent of Portage 1n Pradrie wes tolan

By Capt. Hewconbe of Foplar Pelnt -

Assesusd value of the pyoperty, Zesl ond persomal of the

Y

Inbabitante of the Parish 02 8%, U

oryts,aocopding to the susesspant

Hnil fer 1871 sp 18V,

o

SRR

fon. Frencis Upletroe
Bnlooln Cwsaings
Willlam il iy
Arohe Polwrald
Gaoree Garrioch

John Gennor

Thomes Slasons
E@mw& my@ag

%2%@» g}ﬁg‘%éﬁ

i o0 l’?ﬁﬁ;g :
@&%i@ Gorriceh
S
Jﬁﬁﬁ %&m
Zriets & Dicksen

sriek Bied
E%imm Zopie

Sillidan Hodow Bon
%3» Gurr

Wiliien Duith
hlemaudier Anderson
laarence Doith

’%m #gﬁ@;@é & m@%%

%33 Eéﬁwé,%%
Thos, Anderson, Jr.
Thos. m?ﬁﬁg ix.
Jobn Hehnel

Lemry Andareon
Jobn Ssrrioch

Alemander Tolornsla

Botal Ameunt of Property

4i5,00
Lia .00
%@Q é@

SaLiebl
8000
G,000.00
BoU 0
458,00
1,8%6.00
.00
i,000.00
Bl 00
15,00

£y, 900,.00
;%g ﬁié} - ég}
‘%%%3 o3

1,81%.00

?Mgf #* ﬁ{,@
10.00
345,00
98,00
180,00
40700
2,270.00
175.00



%&% Potal fsownt of Propert

S8 John Juume Debter R0
oo R W diel f’%, e §%i§.€%ﬁ%3 iUL.00
80s Tev, Henvy Gaorge 1,965.00
41, Drs, Uvesn & Lyons £15,00
42, ©ililem Valker J G000
4. John Poreuber 180,00
%a gl @’%%%ﬁ%@? gyl@@ng}%
g8, Joeupp ﬁ??% St
46, John Sorrigel : QL0 110
&7, dJdemes B, lolmes , 1,210.00
48, Ales., "niteford , 7600
%ﬁsﬁ'g sodarick Moleod g8u.00
%a Yohort Lo %2&@;}{,
Bie 7s Hendermon, bp. Ok

Ble o 7o Hsnior Ghis Ire : i
88. Ghas, Hondsraon s%?é%}
H.  Jums %’%’@zﬁ@?ﬁm igb.00
85, Llngs & .00
%%";ﬁ ?2%%# o, o %ﬁn&%
57, Jomn 3%%2”%;? a78.00
Be, g?ﬁs%%m bhittie 18000
Adna § e one 57,00
&o, %izm bovnld &i7.00
6L, Alezpnier Licharison 200,00
8. &%@%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ Hurrsy

dy
Hilender Faptlel
G5 W%mw 32%?%%*

%a %mh %@m‘“ig&z SR8.00
69, 5%%%3’:? Sorbety Pot.00
e  Clissen Gladins Y0600
7i. Jam éﬁ%&‘*?@ﬁ%ﬁ ©60,.00
¥ie %@g%}{?

G800
1,481.00

GBB.00
%,, dat %‘% & %‘?ﬁ%%ﬁ 400,00

u, Bounoibe

| Clerk of the Pesse Tor lerqueite

Poplar Poins, July 10th, 16878,



Appendix J,

Hepors of ¥. Gyprisn Pinkhae, Ovperinsendent
of Elusetion [Dessionsl FPoper XvIL)

{15} Pors

g¢ ia Preirle Sehoul.

I examined this sohool on Bov, 1. In July

thore were B2 pesen on the Holl: 4o Moy - 74 « this

Bohool hes msce escellant progress during the pest vesr -

I woe mch plesssd with the thoronelness o

Sescbing end with the general mensgewent of the School.




Appendix K.

%ﬁ old Loz ouse mif;z%z hag stoud Tor yenyrs on the Bank ef
the g%a@% nesr tie intersection of Brosdwey with Tiver 5%, on the lef
hand. corner, has just supcusbed to the advemensnt of oivilisetion. &%
one time the %ﬁﬁ@wﬁ was tle %}%@ in the sottlement, and wae remsrksble for

balng the first shingled house west of Tisnipes, It wen bulls by an Indien

hunter end trader nemed Pieheibo, a wealthy, shrewd and sohesing man.
Fiebeito wee the son of & white man, who wes stolen while

ye% & ebild, by the Indlsne at Detrolt durlus the war of 1815, Vhen Gonersl

%’%fﬁz%i@;f was coning throush o Winnd ipog with the let Uxpeditlon, be wanded

5 gulte %0 tske hin from he lalke of the Wonds %o Bed Niver. 4% Port Srances

Zichelte’s fnther voluntesrsd %0 a0t 88 g

uide, and though be hed been browsht

wr %o the 117 of an E@ﬁzmé his supsrior blood sud bivkh were gbgorved by
Wolseley who maie engulries regardine his sntecedents, on retursing to
Cansda Volseley ot hinsel? 4o trave out his powy mulde’s pearents - and wee
suceessful.  Uhe young gulde was then sent o hils netursl hews, but the

Habit of Indien 1ife b

B0 grown up in him, thet he could met live among
the white people, o0 e azsin returned to ihe gigwens of the Ded wn, He
married an Indisn wooan snd be had two ﬁ%&a Piehelto snd ¥r, Tanver,
Picheito

BEmBBeL & laype aamourd anl vsh Eﬂézzﬁg«»

nlzed a5 & sord of leader snd sdviser muong the Ogiblway Indians, though
socially mizing with them very 1itile szeert for trsde. Io is sposed

e have been the sseret souse of the ¢oiiision between the Red leake Indlans

and humerican Sioux st Lake niteds 1872,



HZzvrents from Clroulsr lLetier 4o Orediiors,
Town of Portase ls Praivie 1885,

Uffieinls: ,
do Po Toung, Beg. ayer
%o e Prepb, fss. Bec. Tress,
Jogenh Iertin Seilaitor

Gounedlliors: ;
; ff& Je %V%Efiﬁ%?g Bfley
Bast Werd | Dush briey

: Y gq ?ﬁ&%‘%
CGanbre Yard | Tm. Sovleng

{ Jemen Molenashen
Yont Yard %o Fo Telnoh

Zo the Ureditors of the Yown of Portess s Preiries
Sentlemen:

The Uownell of the fown of Portese la Prairie finding 1t
lopossible $9 meet I%e eblisations in #4912 5% 4k preesnt dime

Bubpis the
followlng statenents end proposition for the purpose of explaining the
presont situstion snl 47 possible srranging & sebilensnt,

She town wes incorporsted on the 1B%h dey of November Aalle
1880 syd the firet election held in the begluiing of 1881,
“he sesesmment for the yenr 1081 wew 840,000, & mate of
12 mills @n ke dellsr was leviad,
The receinis for 1581 were us follows:
Rexos $8,851,98
Lieensog B01.86
Pinee In Pollice Gourt 6740

Hent of Town Hall .00
Sorrowed on Hote 84.000,00

£43,850. 50



& g,008.8
, 1,078.60
%zm m@%w ' 2,676,855
m;ﬁ%ﬁ ﬁ%&z’iﬁy 14z .50

’%%w%z on z%‘%w %8 ' 5,880,658
Benl Ratate &80 00
Pown 11 12,B810.69
Stenn Pire engine §,,%&§3;%3r
Vire Harl sl %ﬁ%ﬁ? 4

Side welks end orossings ,
Yotal for egulpoont 95,716.9%

Total Becelvls
Total Sxpanditure

Ialmpee

: Assesgment Jop 10UL was $7,0B0,000. A rate of 6 mills was
levied,

it 127,896,868

' 156,0668,18

Belesos ’ 628.72

In recuinis one iles w

Borrowed on Hote 61,170.00
Rrvenditures:
rEnent York 67,201,082

The assesmsent for 1068 ~ (3,702,860 snd 12 mills levied.

E%@%%ﬁ . 3«%’3* 3@?@ & E‘%
Azpenditures 107,607.14

: ’%&%@

ik = (2,508,101 - Hate 19-4/10 mills

; mﬁ @ﬂ g%gm ﬁg"
i bures 45,404,26
Defiels 1,842.74




In 1865 - Ansessuont 008 865,00

fecelipts for half year 4o June 1883 ~ (48,782.55
Bavenditures 43,888 .48

hefiels 166,15

bonyd dobt il e Jwimeend

n additien to the sshool

debentures harein afier merdlioned the tow owes shout sne thoussnd

dollars moye on the C.P.0. rlght of way snd & fow smell secounts amouniing

$o very Litile. The following Julgeente shand ' sningd tha Sown:

,000 debenture ismme besrs interest st 817 snd the

EHEE - -

§7,000 fusue ot 87,  The debentures peysble in snmwl lustalm
g%ﬁu?g for

Debentures $0 Yhe smunt of 137,000 have sold vealislag J130

nently isprovise the towm $108,408

eneral parnoses of penm
spent. 0,192,280 was pald e parolase %he Right of Yay fur the C.7.K.

wder an sgrecewnt Botween the cospany and the town 2% $he tips the reilesy

firet rosched the plave. Honey thet wes ezpected %0 be paised fvon s le

ot debentures wap spens belors the dobontures wore spld,
he present debt of the town mmpounis o é%ﬁai‘i@i@,‘%ﬁ leaving
out the school buerd Judgaent

Sekine inte consideration the z%emm assgpeuent which is
evon higher %han the resl velue of the g&@é@%ﬁ 4% o plsin that il town
iz pot able %o pay the interest on 1te debl; the $nfletion coused by the
“boow” in LOBL ~ B2 is the soures of by trowkle,

If %he sesesmwnt oould have been heot wp to the flsures

ab whiah 1% wes placed when the dobs wes fnourred and Yuzes, levied on the

basle of such assessrent, cvuld be sebuslly solleotud, there would be no

diffioulty 1o meeting the primsipal and interest.



$ure by-lswe provide for sivking fands, bus

fund bes been formed.  There bas however beon no misappropriss

we borrowed by the town ané received

a8 texes lmve been applied for legitimate town purpose:




ippendiz .

Debt, Aeview “%m%&

A Besle of seldtlonent arrived at,

i3

& depalation of sitisens oo

sisting of layo

Sowioillors Solenaghen, Harley & Miller amd Mesors,

e Robinson went %o Wionipeg, Mey 6, 1888, to sonfer with

Prest
the Cemitiee of the liowse and $ho areditors of the town, with a

view %o srriving &%t some bsals wpon whicl the finsnelsl 417%iculiles
Of %he town could be satisfectorily arvensed. As & reswls of the
senforence the following proponition wes submitted %o the Gelegation
by Yr. Doyle on behalf of the erediters,

85 %hat the prineiml

00 = Hew debentures

St the debt in total be reduced

anl fubercss on fhe last dey of Ly shwll be $800,¢

%9 b6 fesmed for this amownt snd $o be divided pro rate smong the
arsditors; the imterces %o be 3.0 for it six yenrs, 4% Tor next
nine yenrs, sxd 05 *‘w next fifteen yesrs, o be paysble belf yoerly:
the old

eredltors %e be placed in the hands of the vrovineisl trensurer, and

debentures and coupons and the other seouritios held by the

42 defanlt in payment on the now debentures be made, the old ones io
Be roturned 40 the creditors, snd the old debd vevived in lien of tie
5 smunt $hat may have been pald, this pro-

ey debentures, less 4k

vision as %0 default to be applicsble only o the first £iftesn yours:

$he debis referred %o are Shess shown 1 the sezedule, and amust

900:  the town ot to lmoer further debis watil %&mg@ a0

%0 mbout fo66,

A% & inos Lecting of citizens, ihe above pronosals vore

umpusly acoepied.



