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HOME AND SCHOOL FACTORS ASSOCIATED

WITIÍ IRREGTTLAN ATTENÐANCE ÏN
A JITNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

ABSTRAOT

V1IALTER A, S. GHEMT

ln the sehool year 195?-58, forËy students of Ëhe

Aberdoen Junior Tfigh school in lÀllnnipeg were absent Bore tTran

thirty days. TÌris thesls lndlcates some of ühe influencos of

tbe hone and of ttre schooL wkrieh acted ag hi.ndnances to school

atÈendsnee " Various ty¡les of appnoach used by tb.e visitlng
teachez'ln aütempting to lmprove attendance are also outllned.

The infonmatlon fon ttre study w as raado avaj.lable from

the following sources; sehool porsonnel, reconds and negls-

ters; studont intorvlews; home vislts and íntervlows wlfb

parents by the vislting teaehen; conferenees wlth soclal

agencíes active with partleular famil-1os'

A series of tables " based on the inforrnatlon eomplled

for the study, Iivas used to lndÍcate the varÍous degrees of

lnfluence of the many factors preventing regular attendance.

Results v/ere compared wlth the flndlngs of other studsnts of

roseareh in a slmllar fleld"
The major concluslon was the facü that home factors

have a much. greater lnfluenee on school absences than have

the school factors " Pool3 eeonomlc conditionsr depeRdonce on



soclal ageneLes, ttfatherlesstt familles, unwholesome psycho-

loglcalatmosphere,lowmoralstarrdards,lackofparental

lnterest - alL were cb.aractenLstlc factors 1n the majonity

of tho Ïromes studled'

Aoademicrotardationwasthemajor.schoolfact'or

assoclated wtth non-attendance. Teachar personallty entered

lnto the problem but could not be moasurod objecËively'

Thestudyprovedthattherelsnooneclear-cut

meühod of handllng attendanee problêil1s" There was ample

evldence of the futil-lty of trrylng to help the lndividuaL

student withou.t attomptlng to remove some of the obstacles

Ín hts envlronment vrrhlch were responsible for hls attltlldes

and actÍons regardlng aËtendanco ab school'
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CHAPTER I

PLAN OF THE STUDY

, Signifì cance of the Problem
of Non-Attendance

Vrlitness after witness before the sub-ccmrnittee
testifj-ed to the fact that we can prevent delinquency
if we reach the child in time ' Oine of the first
signs of danger ln a childls behaviour is when Ïre
tru-ants frorn schoolo o... Because ou.r schools are
overcrovlded and- gldermanned, and beeause ou-r sehools
lac]K adequate facilities and services, they aæe often
a" contributory eause of juvenile delinque¡cf"1

The foregoing quotation does not refer to Canada

but a somewhat similar situatlon does exist here" Tho

problem in Canada simply does not have the salne pnoportfons

due to such fa-ctors as recent grorrth in tota.l population,

srnall nurnber of densely populated urban areas, and domlnance

of rura-l popu'lation until- the last two decades"

A rather large number of persons seem to feel that

the school contrlbutes unwittlngly to truancy andt indirectlyr

to juvenile d-elinquency 1n many respects " This line of

reasoning is typified by Johnson v,'ho points to the tact

that many adult and juvenile offenders begin their careers

't:-,'0ong"u""StudiesJurrenl1eDe1ino;u'enc}:n.W
Educatio:: Ass,ociation Jpq¡na!, Vol. XLIVr_No" 5e -Ma;r 1955'

ited States Senate Conrmittee
isenator Estes kefauvero chalrrnan) follovring sixteen months
of activity investigating the alarmlng rise of juvellle
delinquency (from gõo,ooõ in 1948 to 4as'Ooo Ín 1953) ) "



-2

ïvith truarrcy,

óc o In a group oî 634 consecu-tive prison conrni-tm.entst
258 were recidj-vists of whom 78 per cent hrad truancy
as the first entry in tkreir cr'ine ledger" 0f the
376 first off enders, 61 per cent got the sâ-rne start.
on their oqin admission o 67 per cent of the remainder
had been off-the-record- tnlani;s. This is a serious
indictment of our schools'-

T

Fornwalt takes the stand that school porsonnel are

directly responsible f or non-attendance of pupils. tlTeach-

ers r¡¡ho subject their pupils to shame, sarcasm, ridicuLeg

name-calling, and humillation are directly responsible for
I

more truancy than they realj- ze utt" Most pu-pils indulge onl-y

in mental truancy, oT daydreamitg, aS a means of esca,ping

from an unpleasant atmosphere or an irksome and- meaningless

routj-ne, They tolerate an undesirabl-e situatlon physically,

lest they be humlllated further if they shoul-d become

truants, The body remains in the classroom but the rnind is

verlr much in absentia.

other authors, perhaps with a more detailed knovr-

leoge of problems of the home artd pa-rent-child relation-

ships, lndica-te that truancy and delinquency can easily stem

fA*th,r" Cu Johnson u Jr., ltOur Schools Make Criminalsrtt
Journal of Criminal Lav¡ and CriminologJ, Vol. XXXIIT, No. 4e

Research., Vol. XLII t L94B-49t p. 253"

2
R. J. Fo¡nv¡alt, ttToward, an Understanding of Truangyrll

Sckrool Revieir, Vo}. LV, l94l r P' 89.
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from the plaee where the chilc1 reeei'¡es his first, and

most lasting, impressions and influ.ences' ttAS Sheldon and

Eleanor Glueck StreSSe<l ln thelr Ha::vard. stu-dy, ri[e must

break the vicious c1¡:cIe of character-dainaging influenco on

children exes'ted by parents who are thomseli¡es the distorted

personality procluct,s of adverse parental influonces" tttl

T\J\/o furthe:: references will adrl to the significall'ce

of the problem of non-attendance of school chiLdren' 0n a

given day in Nerr York City appr'oximately 90,ooo chi}dren

àr|e absent froyn school, 600 of vuhorn are later found to be

llunlawfull-ytt absent ancl one of whorn may be coi:rmitted to an

institublon as a result of tire environmental sltr:'aÙion"2

A researcla proiect carriod out in Canada in Lg46-473 pro-

vided sf,atistics to shos¡ that 'rlfinnipeg and Edmonton ]rad

frornsixtotenpercentmoroabsencesattrj-butableto
tlnon-medica] causeslt than aJ1y other large Canadlan city'

The term rtnon-medical causestl here includes factors otÏrsr

ttt*u., Do r'[e lliean by Ðe]inquency?rt undetE-tggdi4g
tþe çhif=È, Vol. XXV, i\To' 2e April' 1956'

t'uanrr-*en Abssnt from Schoolrlt Á, RePort- qIJL g.,
Chil-dren of i[e-q-Y-qllr-qr--ry,ProEram Citlzenst Cqmgåttee on

-LnC, , , 1949, p' J'
3A..J.Phill-ips,ttAbsenteeisrninGanarj.ianSc}rools

Reoort No. 3 or rrt Ä¿ti 3r committee fqg ÞchgglJ@L!þ
Ë

I
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than those directly identified with irnlawfu] absence, bui;

it does indicate that there was justiftcation for fu-r'ther

investigation of the reasons of absence '

Background of the Stud]¡

Thisstudyisconcernedlviththeinvestigationof

studentabsoncesfromonesc}roo]foroneyear.During

the school year Lg56-57, one hundred seventy-two students

from the Aberdoen Junior High sckrool-, salte-r st' and Flora

Ave, in Ïlinnipeg ¡ were ref erred to tire visiting teacher be-

calf se of irregul-ar attondamce " Fift¡r-two of these studenös

were absent because the f arnily was movinge elther to another

partofthecity,toasul¡urbanorruralarea,ortoanother

province'oftheremainingonehundredtwenüystudents,

forty were absent for a period of time exceeding thirty

daysovert}reregularsc}roo]yearoft¡mohrrndreddays"
This prolonged absence requirod a thorough investigation

bythevisit'ingteaeher.Thodetailedstudyoftheseforty

casesconstitutedthebasicmaterialforthepreparationof

this thesis "

oneofiheresponsibl}itlesofthevlsiÙingteaeher

inthe\lilinnipegPublicsehroolsystemisthatofschool

attendance"Investlgationofchi}drenwhoa:eeabsentfrom
school.lrnlngihevisitingteacherinclirecbcontactwith

tlrehomeand.,often,withoneormoresocialagoncleswhich
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may be active with particular families for some reason

other than school attendance.

of the forty studen.bs with prolonged absonceu six-

teen tvere boys and twenty-fou-r we?e girls. Fourteen were

from grade seven, thirteen froïl gråde eight, four from

girade nine, and nÍne were from tkre junlor hÍgh speclal

education classes. (See Table 1")

TABLE 1

GRADE - SÐ( DTSTNTBUrION

Grede Boyo Glrls

74
g6

92
Speclal- Educa-
tion CLasses +

Totals 16

Purpggg-of the ËÈudY

This thresis is an attompt to indicate the facfors

and influences of the school and the home which tended to

interfere withs or prevent, regular school atbondance.

varlous methods of aporoaeh to different h-ome situations

by the visiting teaeher ruill be outlined. The family problems

at home and tkre academic situatlon at school will be diagnosed

10

7

2

5

24
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uiith a Vlew to ascertaining the factors that krave a nega-

tive inf luence on ationdance u Á,1-I atiempt at foll-o1ü-up

procedllre, two ¡rs¿:'s after tkre study began, will be made

in order to discover, where possible, what has happened to

the individual student, which attendailce procedures brought

good results, and. which procedures brought poor resÌr1ts"

Method of@

Trhe lnfonration for this study became available

gradually during the schoo] year 1956 -57 , as the visiting

teacher, during invostigation of students referred because

of absence from school, fou-nd j-t necessary to lnteu'view

the principal, teacþers, school illrse, students, and parents,

and work in co-operation vr¡ith the various social agencies'

It was necessary to get informati-on from the student record

cards and medical cards, a]ld from the schoo] registers"

Interviews v,¡itbr school personnel took place at school, with

students either at home or school, and with parents usually

at home, school interviews lvere hef d in the office of the

visiting teacher at the school. "A'lJ intervievrs lvere later

recorded and are on file al the offices of the child Guidance

Clinic, of which the Visiting Teacher Ðepartment is a part '

From the ínformation obtained concerning schrool and

home problems, a number of tables were made" These tables

appearínlargenumber'sinthreechaptez.sparticularly,those
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cbapters deallng wLtb tbe academlc background of the studønfs¡

wiüh tbe h.ome envlronmont, and wltlr the work of sscial agen-

cles a¡rd vlsitÍ¡lg teecber wltb the fa¡4111es" A sunmary of

all statlstlcal data on each student eppears ln tbe appendlx"

Ibo stud.onts ln thls study are roferred to lndlvldually by

a letter a¡rd a nunbor whonevor speclfic referencos are ussdu

Tho üwenty-four girLs are Gt thrctrgb to G2n' Tbc boys are

B, to 816.

o¡accbaptonconsisüsonlyofeascstudlesoftbree

or four studonüs, ln an endeavour to gtve somo lndlcation

ln detall of th.e variety of probLøns sone students encountor

athoneandatsc}roo].a^ndbowtheysurmountsomeofttrose

dlfficul-tl"es.
One cb'apter contalns a suanary of literature on

ttroproblomsofschoolabsencos.ThlschaptarsGrve$a
throefoldpurpose:tolndl.oatethesmalla¡gountofmatorlal
avallableonthosubjcct;togiveanldoaofthophllosopby
ofothorsregardlngtbeneasonsfornon-attendance;to
dra¡s' comparlsons witb tbe presenü study wbenever lt ls

posslbS.e to do so. It waE not posslbl'e üo flnd a süudy

st&llartotþeonetbetlsbelngr:rrd'ortaken,butpartsof
otÏrerstudlesdolendtbemse].vesforvalld.comparlsoDge

Bafenencewl].Ialsobonradetoütresrrnmaryofllterature
in the chapter on concluslons of thls süudy'



CHAPTER II

THE PROBLruI OF ATTH,TDA¡{CE TN A
JIINIOR EIGE SCHOOL

Wlnrrlpeglawsaystb'atallboysandglrlsmrsf
aütend scþool untll Ëhey are sixteon years of age unless

th.ey a:re spoclallY exemPted.

Herein arJ-ses a problem - for a1l boys and glr3.s

ds noü deslre to attond sc.ool¡ eIId all parenüs do not

see the benefLts to thelr chlldren of sch'ool attend-ance

beyond the flrst few ¡re&PSo

Îlhe jr:nlor htgh scbools pnobab3-y have to deaL with

thls problem more than otber sch.ooLs. The boys a¡d glrls

ere glsowlng mature ar¡d rssüIess" Maly wh'o b.ave been

noüardod aro nearlng thelr sixüeentb blrühday. lhose uiho

have been fonced to go througþ eLemenüary schooL now flnd

various ways to dodge tbe elasgroom"

TÏu"'l "tÏ"Ër;Ëoå3;å:"' " "t'o- n""1

Theaveragechild,whrolsmaklngereasonablygood

adJustrrent |n bls total llfer generelly enjoys sch'ool and

J.s anxLous to attend regular3-y. Ee ls lnterested l¡r Learn-

tng the skl}ls and acquirlng the hlowledge u¡Ïrich w111 help

him toward maturtty and heLp Ïrlm cope beüter wlth hls worl"d"

-B
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Fritz Bedl put 1t ühls vtey:

Sch.oo1s aro th.e lnstitutLons set up by
soelety to help the young acquire !h" skll.Is¡
heowleágc and áttftude needed 1n adult Iivlng"
As far ãs cb.lldren are concem-ed¡ tbe main
buslness of llving Ln sch.ooL ls J-earnlng in
one form or anotb.ãn. Most expect and want to
mastor roadingr oth.er langu'age arts, and number
skiLls. Thoy-onjoy ma^klng thlngs and expressf'ng
tbemselves tärou[h varlouõ artlãtlc medla-. Tn9.y
expect to acqulrã lnterostl1g k{oY}?de" about. tþ"
wo-rlA in whlõh they llve- In additl"on¡ tbey t*k"
moro or less dc11gËü ln devcLoplng neur v'ays of
thlnklng and geÈting along wlth peoP3.e",

If these statements are true " lt nust be assueod that the

chlld who chronlcal-ly absents blmse]jî fnom schooL ls havlng

somo dlfflcultles ln bls soclalr emotÍonal. and aeademlc

Ilfe t}.at are contrlbutlng to hls absence; therofore he ls

th.e concenn of the cducatore the vlsltlng teaeher on scbool

soclal- worker, übe psychologlst a¡rd sometLmes the psychla-

trlst and the Law-enforcement offlcer"

General Background of Aberdccn

- 
School Süggonüs. - 

-- In the sch.ool- year 1956-5? t ene wcre 6X3 students

ln th.e Aberdeen Junlo¡r Elgh SchooL botween tb'e ages of

eleven and nlneteen y"*"".2 so¡re caJne from ¡omcs wh'ere

Hvelen-e tn Tgegþl4gt
pc 187.

and Wll]-la¡r W. Wattenbergr S@
New Yo¡rk: EareourtrBraco & Cot 1951,

Fnltz Redl

of
to

tn"r" urmbcr was @alculatod by avoraglng tþe total
tbe ten montbli-ãnroflments submltted by tbo prlnclpal
the Superlntendont I s Department "
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fhe Etandards of l.ivJ.ng were hlgh, others, where tbey wer'ê

very low" Many wcre from broken horoes, eitb.er by deaÊh.,

soparatione dlvonce¡ orr desentlon" The panents of some

ïuêre well educatede having compleüed hlgh schooL and college

or other courses of adva.ncod and speciallzed work" Agalnst

thls were those whosc parents could neither read non writet

and h,ed vor"y ltttle schooling. There worc ns financlal
wonr"les ln solro homes, whlle Ln othors pennles had to bc

canefuLly cor¡nted and ln many cases ald had to bo secuned

through the pubJ.lc welfare depa^nünent of the Clty of Wln-

nlpeg or the Moühers t AJ.lowaneo Brancb of the Provlncl"al

Department of EeaLth and We1fare. Occupatlons of the parents

ranged through cxecutlve and pnofesslonal wonkr varlous

posltlons !n buslness bouses and offlces, wholesale and

small, fectonlcs, down to manual Labour and uncmplo¡rment.

IÌre attenda¡lce problem ls not just confíned to

h,omes of one group of workers but at tlmes ls for¡nd in all"

Howover¡ the more Chronl.c cases of attendance do coner fu¡

the great maJorltyr f¡lon tbe hsmes wbere f1¡rances ere at

a low ebb and wb.ero a varLety of soslal and porsonal problems

oxlst" å,dded to thls, ând partly es a nesult of ltr we¡rc

t}.e varlous rcasons fon dlsllklng seh.ool - dlssaülsfactLon

due üo poer aeadomlc accompJ.lsþment; dísinterest and apathy;

lack of notlvatlon; personallty cLaEhes wttb teachers;
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enberrassment due to lack of physicaL necessltl.ee ør laek

of achlevenent r or boüh; embarrassment due to home Cofì-

ditlons of many klnds ranging fnom an overpnotocüive mother

Ìrho was anxlous that ber yor:nger chlldren follow a better

exenp1e tþ,an thelr much-spoken-of wa¡rward fath.err to a

trdevll-nay-oarett mother of e dozsnr wb.oso busband selected

ga@I rather tban homo and r¡ñere tb.e cb.Lldren $¡ere cspected

to take on the ful} responslblLtüleg of aduLtb'ood at theln

fou¡rteonüb blrühdaY.

undensüandlng and deallng wltb ehlldren with thcse

problems and complexes âre parü of the Large Job of teacb-

lng. Ttee great number of absencos ls a matter of concer1.l

to tb.e adminlstrator and the teaehor, and to all wbo are

lnteresüed ln, end work witb., ctrildren. It sbould be a

matter of great concern to the parents. All sbould be

worklng togetbcrr roü for a recored scbool attenda¡rce but

for tbe optlmr.rm !n good healtb and bapplness wh'1ch w111 be

refLected 1n bette¡r attondance"



CHAPTEN TIT

SUMMAMT OF LTTERATURE

o"1i" ""åtå3,;i å3:åË*ffi;ï,:.':i" "

In vlew of the snaIl arnount of llterature wrlttene

lt wouLd appear thåt the problem of sehool absenteelsn has

not beon glven enougtr attentlon by edueatlonaL leadens or

reseanch. people " Iü car¡ be assumed that tb.ere ls a dlnect

reLationshlp between student absences fnom school a¡rd one

or more of tlre following faeto¡rs:

f.. acadoml-c abll1ty of the studont;

2" soelal and eeonomlc baekground of the
etudont and hls famll-Y;

6, panenùaI lntenest ln the stud.ent and
f.n the eehool;

4o school cunnleulrrn 1n terns of meetf.ng
the needs of the student;

5" personalltY of ühe teacher;

6. nethods by rÙrlch lnstruc'blon ls glvonn

Meth.ods by whteh pnoblems of absenees are bandled

are determlned largely by the phllosophy of educatlon of

tbe partlculan scbool- area" The problems e^ne handl,ad

dlfferently aü each levol of edgcatLon - elemenüatye hlgh

schooL, and unLve¡rsttY.

Most of the recent studlos of Èho probLem of schooL

12*
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absences cenÈre a¡ound olementary and Junlon hfgh seboole

with a very fow concerned ürlth higb sehoole â,rld pnact'J.ca11y

lrone wtth unlvor.slty sËudents,

Edmlston made a studye l.n Montgomery Countye Oblot

to develop a method of spottlng areas fhaf need attenflonu

Ëe uEed a control and an oxperlnental groupu each contaln-

lng 599 puplls, gnados I to XII.I The data provldod for tb.e

dotomrinatlon of nelaüionshlps beüween attendanoe and in-
tellf.gence e schooL manks r adJustnenÈ, socLal background and

economLc backgnound" Eeononic status was the most !.mportant

of ühe factons eüudled. Indlvlduals or groupe wlth Low Ln-

telllgence quoülents were found to be absent more often

than those wlth hlgh lntelltgence quotlents" Parental negLl-

gonc@ and lndlfferenee eccompanylng Low soclal status was

particul.arly evldent ln the f lrst th¡ree grades. In tbe ease

of every factor consldered - lntelllgenoee scholastie achleve-

ment¡ adJustment, social baekground, and economLc backgnound -
the average scotto of the üotal. control, group (no absences )

was statlstl,cally hlgber thsn that of the experlmental, group

(more than LO r¡nexcused absencss per semester) "

ll¡e suggestlon was made ln thls a¡¡'tlele that the

data and mett¡od of anrlvlng at tbem be made avalLable to othor

sehools, showlng whLch puplLs would be potentl.al absenfees

I-R. Iff. Edmlston and othersn tlspeclal. r'¡nphasls to
Improve Attendancertl Jounnal ol EIlrlogllgnal Eeseanch, XLI
(Säptenber L9471, pp.m
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and wouLd requlne spocf.al attentlon to prevent absence '
Loopold obtalned data on relatlons betwoen lntel-

ltgenco¡ belravloü3r attendanee and school manks of ?8
1

students 1n Grade IX ln a Mlnneapolls Junior Hlgh SchooL"

He conoluded that ttNotther attendaneo alone nor lntelllgenee

aLone ls related slgniflcantly to scholesüLc achlevemenü as

they are when consldored ln combl.natlon wlth the advlsonsr

ratlngs ln thelr effect on scbolarshlp.ll2

Punke made a study of 5,ooo chlldren, both cor:ntry

and elty scfiools.õ The study relates üo factons of agee

sexe slbllng posltlone reüardatlon, death of parent, and

plaeo of nesldence, in reLatlon to absenee fnom tbo four

upper grades (4-?) of wlrlte elementary sctr.ools Ln South

Georgla. Sis concluslons werg 3

1o corrntry chlldren were absent &ore than town
cbf.ldren;

2. boys !Ìrore absent more than glrls;

6. slbltng posltlon ln the fa-urlly was not a
cau.se of absenteelsm;

1-I,. E. IeoPold, llvfho are
Jouraql of Edqq@'

from Sctroolrll J
"þr-u.,

pe 636.

õH. H. Pr¡nke, lcal Factorg

Our Good Students?[,
ICKJffIIl (March, 1945 ) ¡

in åbseneo
, )QOçII

ll Soclol

(Decemberr 19õ8) ¡ PP.
onal Rese
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4o Childnen fnom large familles virero absent
more than those f rom small f amllies 6

5, The loss of a parent made no signlficant
diffenence to attendartce ;

6o Thero were more absences amollg educatlonally
retarded chlldren than among th.ose maklng
nornal progross for the gnade"

Martin used seven spoclflc approachos in his resoarch

otr causes of absenco from the Alexander Hamilton Junior gfgfa

School in Houstonn T"t**"1 His conclusions ïuore:

1.. Puplls whose parents had better than a Grado
VIE standlng ìrero absent less tban those
wh.ose parents had less than grade VIII;

2" Students with higþer lntelllgence quotlenfs
tended to have better attendance;

3. Students wÏlo made seh.olarship marks attended
notlceably betüer tblan thoso who dld not make
scholarshlp marks;

4n No dlfference was noted betweon students who
didr and students who did notr check books
out from the PublÍc librarY;

5. There was no signlflcant dlfference ln
attendance of studenüs who attended two or
moro movies por week, and those who attended
one movie or none at all;

6" Sttgbtly better atüendance iÂIas maintained
Uy tnosã students who were above tb.e I'8'
median (101.1) for the group t

7, No rollab1e difference in attendance was
strown for those who were in the upper third of
the group based on inüelligence quotienüs
(abole tOS.¿) and ttrose who were in the lower
thlrd (below 94.5)"

1-E. D. Martln. tlsome of the Causes of Non-AÈtendanee
ln a Jr:n1or High Schoolrtt @, Vol' 55 (Jan'
Lg42e pp. 110-111' )
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Martin found that the causos of non-atf endar¡ce

usually reverted to a study of the lndlvtdua1- studont invol-

ved and that pupil absonees should be treated as case studles"

Thore s/as usually no sf-ngle reason for absence and it was

therefore dlffieult to lsolate the factors enterÍ^ng lnto

non-attendance,

Blrkeness and Johnson aütempted ùo make comparisons

between 25 delinquent and 25 non-dollnquent adole"""nt"'1

They selocted thelr groups on a homogenoous basis according

to a number of traits sucb. as sex, age¡ I"Q," and sch.ool

grade. They then comparod ùhem according to a number of

factors íncluding scholarshlps, scbool attendance, soclo-

loglcal backgnound, and porsonality characteristlcs' Th"y

found the non-dellnquonüs to be more regular 1n attondancet

whlch seemed to lndlcate that lrregular atÈendanee ls a

contrlbuting factor 1n maladjustment' Ilowever, the blg

quostlon stt1l remalned unanswered: Is the child i:rregular

ln attendance because h.e is dellnquentr or ls he dellnquent

because of hLs lri:egular attendance?

Beck is much more direct, abrupt and final in re-

lating delinqueney to two causes on1y.2 t¡Ear1y slgns ef

soeial delinquency can readily be detected by attentlon to

I-V" Birkeness and. H.C.Johnssno ttA Comparative Sbudy
of Dellnquont and TrÏon-Delinquent Adolescents,rr Journel of Edu-
catlonal Research, Vol. XLIIr 1948-49 t PP. 56t.-5'72.

2F.. Mn Beck, llDellnquernts l¡l tho Clasgroomrrl Natlonql
Educqtlp4 l\esoclatiqr- .Te¡*"4, VoI " XLV e No o 8 e (UðveñÏffi )
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two groups¡ tÌ:ose rvbro are truant and those wkro are retarded

in the development of readlng skllls" A history of reading

netardatlon or truaricy or both ls characteristlc of most

soclal- dellnquents."l Beck makes two suggestions to ren:edy

thls situation ln fligþ delinquency aroas: an extra supply

of teachers quallfled to do remedlal readlng work¡ and a

supply of fulIy quallfled soclal workers, psychologlsts'

and psychlatrists ln order that the underlying causes of

persistent truanc¡' be understood.

The CitizenS't Commlttoe on Cblldnen of New York

City, Inc,r in an attempt to flnd out what happenod Èo

chtldren reported fon fnequent and unexplaÍned non-attendaneee

discovered übat r¡rost ch.lldren referued to its Bureau of

Attendance as possible trrrants represented many pnoblems

and maLadjustments far broaden tban the absences whlch

called them to attentlon.2 The Cormiittee lnaugurated. a

chlld-belplng progrsin, centred in the classroom, wlth ad-

d.itlonal expent help made available to the cl-assroom teach-

êr'. The ttexpert helprr was to conslst of the foL1-owlngr.

pmong oühers ¡ a Bureau of Child Guidance which would

include psychiatnlsts, psychologlsts, school soclaL workens'

1
IÞi-q. s þu 486"

Ð,-Chlldnen Absg¡rt Lrom Ëcþo-oJ - A Report
gram - pu lttee on
New York City, I.nc., Aprl1u 1949'

and a Pro-
Gl:1ld:ren of
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and othen personnel speclaltsts; a Bureau of Cor:nsel1lng,

to lnel-ude vocatlonal- guldance and school counselllng pno-

grsms; Sch.ools for the Physlcally Handleapped; a hrneau fon

Chlldnen wlth Retarded Mental Developmento Gnantod, uuch

work by the foregolng bureaus had aLready beon cannled out¡

but Èhe Conmlttee¡ âs a nesult of lts lnvestlgatlon, found

a trenondous Lack of personneL and go-oPers.tlve effort
alnong tbe varl-ous departments of lts bureaus; 1t therefone

intended Èo develop as qulck1y as posslble an overall ad-

Justment programo

Roberts r 1n TrLs study of õõ8 trtrants who had been

referr.ed to tk¡ree Sa¡r Franclsco agoncles - the B¡reau of

Attendance, lLre Chlld Guidar¡ce Sorvlces¡ and Tho JuvenlLe

Gourt - examlned the neconds in or"dor to ldentify factors

whlch. were ¡related to attondance, scbool narks, and cltLzen-
1

shlp ratlngsn- Anong the cba::acüenlstlcs of tnrants ühat

he discovered wo¡re the followLng:

60 pen eent rvere boys¡ 4O per cent were glrls¡

tnuancy began at 6 years of ager flse sharply
at age-!2,-reached a peak at age 15 to L6
years, then droPPed abruPtJ-Y t

5 per oent w€re aecelonated¡ ?5 per aent aü
gnäae level, and 7O per cent were netanded at
least one senrester;

the range of lntelllgenee quotlent among truants

1_-
JOfIn

Persor,¡ne1
L.

d
Roberts, lrFactors Assoclated wlth Truancyrrl
Guldance Jou , Vol. JQ(XIVr No. 7,
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ïuas frora 43 to 15õ, wlth a medla¡' of 95, notice-
ably below the medÍan (approxlmately 100.8) for
all the chlldron in the area;

th.e nümber of t:ruants two years or more over age
was flfteen times as great as for the wtrole sekrool
populatlon;

on the averâge, the truants changed schools thrse
or four times from Grade I to Grade XII.

The forogoing study used a t].ree-fold classlficatlon

of truants sltuatlonal¡ aggressive, withdrawn - made solely

from. the descrlptlons of the behaviour and the home and

school sltuations contained 1n the ease hlstories' Fifty

per cent of the truants were dlagnosed as reactíons to

sltuations, for tTre most part ln the Ïromo; twenty per cent

ìivere aggressive; thlrüy per cent ruere wltkrdrawn types of

personallty "

Inseventypercentofthecasesmanys¡rmptomsof

malad.justment other than trruancy were mentioned' when tl"e

case was first referred for special attentlon. The fa'n1ly

1iyas stable and ha.nmonious in less than forty per cent of the

Gâsêso Factors assoclated with unhealthy emotlonal famlly

climato in tLre othor slxty per cent incl-uded worklng parents'

lndiffenent or lneffectivo fathers or mothers, or boùh¡

domineerlng parents; parents who fought, drank, and rffere

sexually promiscuolls .

, wlth two excepü1ons in lìobertst studyu all groups

showed poorer attendance, lowe:r avera8e school marks, and
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poorer citizenehlp natLngs after refen¡ral. Tbe exceptlons

were the cltlzensbip ratlngs of those nefenred to the Chtld

Guldance Senvices and tho sch.ool marks of those nefenred to

the Juvenlle Count " DrÍng the ttme ths,t the Bureau of Atfen-

dance earrf.ed on lts casework prograrn wlth the students re-

fernod to lt the average nate of absence rose f¡rom 24 þo 48

days, fonty t¡nrants showed lmproved aütendancee ?l- nemaLnod

the Eane, and 114 got wonsoo Tho same paüüern was tnre of

tlre ottren two agencf.es " Thls ralsed the questLon as to

wh.ethen casework wltTl chlLdron and ühelr fauxtfies¡ whethe¡l

lt be euperficlal or lnËenslve¡ voluntary or under pressure

from tTre courte ïvas a¡r effectlve procedure wíttr chronlc

tnuants. lhis study dld lndlcate that wonk wltb you¡rger

ch.lldron and ehlldren ln tbe lowen grades was qulte pnofltable "

The fonegolng study was tb.e onLy one found to have

used a lange numben of factors ln lts lnvestigatlon whictr

ero sùnllar to the faetors lnvestigated. ln thLs thosls' Refen-

ence w111 þe made to üÌreso factons ln laüer ehapüers, by way

of maklng compaxôlson of facËs and ürends 1n the two studlos.

Canqdl-an Resealch Proiest-

Canadlas surveys of non-attenda¡rce at school appeai?
1

to be pnactlcaJ-ly non-oxlgtent,- Phllllps df d a study of

lrou tanadlan Perlodlcal
only one refenence from the Year

Index
19õ8 to

seons to contaln
l-958.
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the causes of absence from sehool of 51855 city chlldren,

5r4BB urban chlldren, and 3r98O rural children, ranglng

from Grado I ùhrough Grade XIIIu from selected classnooms

in tkre nine provlnces of Canada"l The ønphasis in thls

nesearch was on absences due to medical reasons " Seven

major categories were devised to cover absenees for rnedfcal

reasons, and one major category was used fo cover reasons

fon all other absences such as ínclement weather o t:maney¡

parental neglect" working, special ovent dayse and so forth.

Ilowevere statlsties were wonked out for each ltem in the

major eatogorÍes so that a conparison can readily be made

between tho extont of absence due to truancy and any ottrer

cause, medical or non-medicaln

Somo of the more lmportant concluslons neached !n

thls neseanch' over the pori-od of one sctlool yoar, 1946'4'1 ,

and whlch have a bearing on the study beíng undertaken in

this thesls, follolv:

1" There were more than four times as måny absences

ln city schools for nredical reasons as for non-medical

reasons;

2. No definlte pattern was nevealed concerning age

groups ln the analysls of absenees for non-medical causes

l"Dr. A" T. Phlllipsr t¡Absenteeis¡s ln canadian
Schoolsrll oÞ,q¿U"
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1n citÍese but tire::e was a sIÍght upward tnend as age in-
croased;

3u Among the non-modfcal causos of absence the need of
the pupilrs h.elp at home was ühe leading cause in eigþt of

the nlne citles where the su.rvey was conducÈed;

4" Truancy caused mone absences ¡moÞg boys then gír1s;

5o Thore was a greater absenco of academically reùarded

puplls than of normal puplls;

6" The average nr::nber of days lost çer child ln clties

bad no r-elati.onship to occupation of parent nor to slze of

famlly;
7 . Absence !'ras greatost among pupils fnorn h.omes whictr

were belou¡ the average economic level;

B, thildren fr-orn tromes where the chitdts welfare in

school was a major concern had less absence than those from

homes where llttLe or no interest vras dÍ-splayed.l

Sehool Management of
Attendance Cases

A

determlne

in a small

sclentlfic sËudy was conducted by Sprague to

a more effecü1ve method of handllng tllegal absence

Junior Hlgh Sch.ool in San Dfego County, Calif ornia.

1
These concluslons are based on tables

which Philllps compiled fnom the mass of data
during the survey year,

2R. A. Sprague, rf solving Higb school Attendarrce
Probloms rtt Callfornla Journal of Seeondaq¡-Edgsgb:l_qhr XXIII
(OcËober r L

and charts
ho received
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The scbool staff felt they had two oblÍgatlons to perforrut

first, to carry out ÈÏre state regulations governÍng atten-

dance; second, to have students reallze certaln responsi-

billties as law-ablding cÍülzens and co-operaùlve members

of their group" The following proeedune was used:

1, the student flrst was notlfied in wrj-tlng of
Èhe rules;

2, second off ense the student met with a faculty
committee to get af t'tro cause;

3, third offense - parent met wltb faculty com-
mittee; and

4" if the student continued to fail ln makÍng a
satisfactory adjusbnent, a referral lefter was
sent to ttre parent to appoar wilh the youngster
at thre county office of School Attendanceo
which trandled the problem f rom that point.

As a result of using the foregoing proceduner the

followtng outeomes were observed by the faculty:

(a) lncreased responslbility - monthly attendance
lncrease;

(b) homo-sehool contact worked togethen ln the
common i.nter.e st of student welf are;

(c) tho County Schoo} Offico of Atbendance
rendered â more effecÈlve guldance sorvice
to the school;

(d) teachers felt saùi-sfled that a positive
approach to counselllng was being accom-
plished.; and

(e) the program offered an opportunlty for
teacher aTÌrareness of humarl relationship.

Throo other studÍes show the var.io'us methods used

by sehool personnel to improve the attendance of ùheir
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students" fn the Central Junior High School at Saginaw,

Michigan, tho responslbilitles rTrere plaeed firsü, dlrectly
upon the strrdent for ropor?ting concorrrlng bf-s absen"r,t

If thls brought no reasonable results, and a telephone

call and/or letter senÈ to tbe horne rem.ained unanswered,

thon a member of the staff vislted ükro home. Further epi-
sodos of truanting following this procedure brought about

a referral to the vlsiting teaeh.en or attendance offlcer"
This school was successful in pnomoötng an ttadoptiontt

system whereby a studont who was ïLever üandy nor absont

would take the responsiblllty of calling oÌr tardy and absent

students and talcing an interest in geùtir¡q thern to school

on time. Students wnote editortals ln the school paper

about the value of regular attendance. Once a weekr in the

daily School Bulletin, thore appeared an iüern on attend"rr""Z

such as, llRobenü Good walks tbree mlles to school each

day. He kras not beenla,"te or absent in two years and three

months. Tl/e hope he ean continuo hls good reeordott

The attendance at thls scùrool of 1600 sbndents

improved bo 9'l per cent ând tardiness was cut ùo almost

zeTo ø

I-V. Co¡mo. ltAttendance g7%z
A"DoAoll @, vol ,24s
pp" 2lg-ñ

A School Steps up tËs
No, 4s Ðecember e 1949t

trþru. 
e p. zzo.
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Tho Roosevelt Junior Hígh School at Eugene, Oregon,

improved 1ts attendanco by requÍ.ring wrltten excuses, making

up the time lf lt r¡¡as tnrancy, and school conferences with
the child and parent wkren neee"r*"y"t

In the school years 1-939 -4O and 1940-41- this sane

sehool tabulated all tho reasons for absence from school.2

Thelr chief conclusions were that boys were absent more

than gfnls, that colds, sore ttrnoatsr and rflu accounted

for approxi¡raüely half of the absencesr and that only olove'n

p€r3 cent of the absences were due to caìrses other t&ran 111-

noss or causes relaÈlng to ill-ness" As a result of thi-s

study the school inaugunated the following plaa for check-

ing absenees ¡

1. The school nurse ïïas asked to make more home

vlsits concerning qulck remodial measìires for 1}1¡eess.

2o CertaÍn Èeachers - the Health teacher¡ tbe Physlcal

Education teacher, and tho Sclence teacher were requested

to Èake the eage reconds and attendance records and go over

them carefully with students 1n each class" Those pupils

1*M. Tuilliams. rrschool Attendanee Can be Improvedrlr
The BuLletin of the Natlonal Assoeiation of Secondanv Schoo1

2*M. 
Wl1liams and W. L. Van Loan, tlAbsenteelsm 1n

the Junlor Hlgh Sckroolrrr Tb.e Bulletin of the NaÈio4al
Associatiotr o No.
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who v,rere absent frequenÈly were not singled out but were

glven indlvidral conslderatlon and encouragement to u:rder-

stand thelr own. probloms and do somethj-ng about thom,

The school attendance lmprovod as a result of ühese

moasures "

It is not to be assumed that the foregoing si:mmary

of litorature on non-aütendance 1s by any means exhausti-ve,

but 1t seems to be a fair eross-section of the information

that 1s avallablo, It may bo worthwtrlle, howevere to polnt

out agaln the extremely sinall amount of literatr¡re that is
available on the problems sf absence from schoolo especially

when compared to the amount of literature available in other

flelds of research"



CHA}TER IV

1}IE SCHOOL FACTORS IN ATfBSDANCE
PROBLEMS

A great varlety of factors nay enter into the devol-

opment of an attendance problern. This chapter deals with

some of the academlc factorsn An important, yet only partlal,

picturo of the academic background and potentlal of the forty

students u¡ho comprise thls report, can be galned from a study

of elght tables which appear 1n this order¡

Table No" Descr:lUbjlog

2 " Range of Intelllgence Scores

3. Grade-Age Distribution

4. Percentage of Acceleration or Retarda-
tlon

5. Number of Students iVho Repeated Grades

6u Resu.lts of Final Examinations, 195?

7. Days Absent, 1955-56

8" Days Absent , l-956-57

9. Progressive Nature of Absenteelsm

I "Q, Scg:es

The lnteIllgence scores-. âs shown in Table 2r were

based on individual tests in all cases where such tests

h.ad been administered. Otherwise the score is that obtained

on the Dominlon Group Tesù of Learning Capaeityu Form Be

_27
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Grad.es 7, 8, I (1950 Omnlbus Edition)" Test scores were

not availabl-e for two bo¡i-s as they-had been absent ab the

TABIIE 2

RANGE OF INTEI-,LIGBTCE SCORES FROM
TND]VIDUÁ]-, AND GROUP TESTING

timo the tests were admlnistered, and thelr prevlous schooltng

had been outside the city of 'lVlnnipeg.

The ran€e of intelligenee scores Tiras from a lov¡ of 57 to

a high of 119. The three bo¡rs and five girls whose ratlng was

Bovs Girls Total
Stu-dentRango Indivldual

Test
Group
Test

Total
Boys

IndÍvldual
Te st

Grou¡
Test

Total-
Girls

110-l-19

100-109

90-99

80-89

70-79

60-69

50-59

No tests
scoreg
avai Iab I

Totals

I

2

l_

I

I

1

1

3

2

I

2

I

4

4

Ð

l

I

I

2

I
I
2

2

2

2

ô

6

ã

õ

1

4

4

4

7

2
a)

I

5

B

B

I
.t

3

1

o

7 o t6 10 l4 24 40
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between 50 and- 79 were from the specla-I educaÈ1on classes

erc as they $rere previously knovrn in the school sysfemo

the junior high ungraded classes" One other broyr whose

score was in the Iov¡ SOrse was also from one of these

classes, baving been placed there temporarily due to ex-

tr.emely poor achievement ln hls fonorer school.

0f the õ1 süudents in regular classeso the range of

mental ability from 80 üo 119 glves at fÍrst observaùion

the general appearanee of coverlng the norrnal rangeo How-

everr ofr eloser inspectlon there is evldent a significant

tr"end" Eigfrt students (not counting one with an I,q. in

the SOrs who was in a special oducatlon cla-ss) of the thlrty-

one i-n regular grades had intelllgenco scores ln the 80ls'

In percentage figures then, 65.5 per cent of the students

from regular classes wore of less than nonmal lntelligencet

genorally considerod to range from 90 to 110" Most auühor=-

ities in the field of special educatlon classify those

students ranging between 8O and 9O on mental abillty tests

as tf slow-learners.rr They estimate th.aü between 18 and 25

per cent of the school populatlon are slow-learrru*".1

lHarry J" Bakon, ,
New York: The Macmillan Co"r 1956, p" 244t estimatos the slow
learners at 2Q to 25 per cent of tb.o school population.

o'W" B. Featherstone, TeachÍng the Slov¡ Leartrer, New

Yonk : Bureau of Publ-ications r õ, P'2 ,
says at least 20 per cent must be slow Learners.

.z

'Chrlstine Po Ingram, The Education of üh-e Slsw:
L*arnine ChllÉ, New York: The Rona1d Press Co.r 195õ c þ-4t
@-learning incldence ratlo at 18 to 2O por cent
of the school population.



-30

This sane ürend was noted in each of the studies
mentioned in the chapter orr tlsummar-y of Literaturott whlcb.

dld a survey of relationshíp between attendarjce and mental

ablllty. Edmiston found in his comparison of his control_

group and experimental group, each contalnÍrrg bgg pupils,
that tlthe crittcal ratlos fnom the means of the two groups

desÍ-gnated a lov¡er average r"Q, for tlre group with unexcused

absence o . c. Individuals or groups wLth low I,Q, are thus in
need of greater emph.asis u-pon attendance than are those wlth

't

high I.Q,.tt*

Martin did not flnd a statistÍcaIly slgntficant dif-
ferenoe but he dld discover that trthere is a slight tendency

for pupils with I "Q. 
r s above the medlan of the grotrp to he.ve

a fewer mean days absen""nt'Z Roberts used the results ob-

tained from tho Otis Suick-Scorlng Test of Intelllgence, the

Cal-ifornia Test of Mental Maturity¡ and ühe standard Stanford-

Binet test.
''Measurod Þy these tests, the intelllgence quotients
of the Ëruants ranged from 43 to 15õ with a median
of 95" A study of the Bureau of Reseanch of the
San Ït"anclsco Publlc Schools indicated. thaü the
median Intelllgence Quotient of the chlldron en-
nolled 1n fourth grade in 1950 was exactly 100, and
that of the chlldnen of tho tenth grade was lOl.t.tt,

lrful"ton and others, tlfuiphasis to Improve Attendancerrt
op "clt. , p, õ8 n

ZMartin, ttsome of the Causes of Non-Attendence in a
Junj.or High School, .9g.gå!o , p o 111.

3^--Robents, tlFactors Associ.a.ted with Truancyrrl .9g.Ë",pp, 432-433"
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To returro to Table 2 îor a final observatlon, it
appears quite evldent thât these chronlc absentees cane

fi:om marry strata of lntelligence rating, from moron to

average to superior ability, but that a preponderance of

those ln regular classes was from the dul1 norrnal group

with I,Q"ts fron 80 to 90.

Acadermic Retardatíon

Table õ on Ago-Grade distrlbution supplles ovldence

to lndlcate that acadomic retardation may be on6 of the key

schooL factors relatod to non-attendance, 0f the thlrty-

one students conslderedr only one is abovs the proper grade

level; four are at the average age-grade level; slxteon show

one year of academic retardatlon, eight shov¡ two years of

retardatlon, and two show ttrree years of reùardation' The

nine studenüs from special edueation classes are not con-

sidered in this table because they are not promoted on the

Sa¡ne basis as the students of regular academic classes'

Table 4 shows the percentage of studonts accelorated

or retarded for the thirty-one students of regUlar classes,

Tho statísüies for this table are fnom Table 3"

Both tables 3 and 4 present a graphic picture of the

attendance problems Yrrhich occur when there is very llttle

satisfaction gaÍ-ned irr the acadenic fleld 
"

The trends of Tables õ and 4 are borrre out by all
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the studies in the field that lt ha-s been possible to loeate"

A few exarnples will suf fice. Roberts exanined age-grade

TABI,E 4

PERCENTAGE OF ACCEI,ERATION OR RETARDATION

Boys Glrls

Accelorated one year O/" S/"

Normal rate of progress 0 2l

Retarded one year 50 53

Retarded. two years 42 16

ReÈarded three yoars B 5

N.Bn Percontages are calculated to the
nearest whole number" As the nlne students
of special eù¡catlon classes are not included,
this table of percentages is compiled from
the twelve boys and nineteen girls of regular
classeg.

placement of trrrants and found 5 per cent acceleratedr 25

per cent a:b.gradé lè¡vele and,7O per cent retanded at least

ono sdnesten.l Tht number of truants two years or more

over age was 15 times as great as for the whole school

population. Phl]1ips discovered that the average number

1
Roberts¡ gp:gåLr p" 463.
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of days lost per cblld per yoar was greatest among retarC,ed

pupils and least among accelerated.l The flgunes for

IXúlnnipeg were 7.9 days Lost fon accelerated pupl1s, 9o5

days for norrnal, and 10"4 for retarded pupils. The sane

trend was evident Ln all major Canadian cltles excetrlt

Victorla wtrere students progresslng at the normal rate

rïero absentr oÍr the average, .3 days more per year fban

reta::ded students 
"

Punko discovered that, of those pupils fn city

schools absent more than I per cent of the tlmee 26 per

cent ïvero retarded.b;o$s;o 2Or p;en cent were netarded glrls;

6 per cent were boys acbieving at the normal nate, 5 per

cent were normal glnls; 0.0 per cenü vvere accelerated boys'

and 4 per cent wore accelerated g1r1s.2

The fieport of the Cittzenst Conmfttee on Children

of New York City mentions a number of tLmes 1n general

te:rus the factor of scbolasti-c retardatlon ln rolatlon to

school- atüendance. It offers one table3 to show that, in

a süudy of 15OO cases of non-attendancer 1280 had retarda-

1*Philllps, rlAbsenteeism 1n Canadian Schoolsrrr -æ3
Ë.r p" 55"

2Porrk", ¡lsoclologtcal
Schoolrrl .9gg.1,!,., p" 286"

3^., --Çi-tizens t Coromltteo
ttChildren Absent from Sch.oolu

Factors 1n Absence From

on Childnentt 
-æ,4',

of New York Cltyr
po 18,
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tlon as one of the factops o 0f this number, 860 wero boys

and 42O were glrl s 
"

Tåble 5 shov¡s the number of sbudents who repeated

grades from f ttrrough IX, This table shows that a prepon,-

de::amce of students repeated- one grade or more, It was

tmpossible to get accurate i¡rforrnaüion on ono student but

of the remaining thlrty-nlne, only flve¡ or approximaüely

15 per cent r did not repeat any grade. It seems reasonable

to ássume that a much larger proportlon of absentees comes

from tlnepeatersll than from students who have been promoted

eâcrr year €

TABI,E 5

NUI'/IBER 0F STTID$ITS WHO BEPEA,TED
GRADES FROM I THROUGH IX

.

Boys Girls Total-

Dld not repeat any grade

Repeated only one grade

Ropeated two grades

Repeated three grados

Unable to establlsh accurate
inforrnatl on

I

7

7

1

4

72

6

1

1

F

19

1õ

2

I

This öable includes the regular grades
repoated by students previous to their placo-
ment in special education cLasses. It does noü
include the years repeated by such studenüs since
being placed ln t}. e special educatÍon classesÐ
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Table 6 shows the June, 1957 examÍnation results
of thoso students who were still ln school at that È1me"

The fact thaÈ only five made clear passes tends to prove

rather coTrelusj-vely that, ln order to succeed ln school,

one must be in regular attendar.ce" 0f the ni-ne who wero

absent from examinatlons for the reasons statod foll-owlng

the table, lt is safe to assume that none would have been

promoted on his or her own merits, because of poor atten-
dance, negative attituder poor daily achj-evernent, and fail-

ure in many subjects in term examinatÍons written during the

$ê&f o

TABI,E 6

RESULTS OF FTNAL EXAIIIINATIONS, .TUNE, 1957

Results Boys Girls Total

Passed all exa:ninations
flsocial-ll promotlon due to age
t!Pi¡cvisionaltl passes (one or two failures)
Failed grade due to failure in thnee or

moro maJor subjects
Remained in samo class placement, 1"e,

speclal education
Absent from oxamsl

5

2

1

5

2

o

o

o

1

134
9615

1õ

ITno"e absent from examlnations ïÍere absent for the
following reasons 3

SchooL-leaving peræit granted previously
Moved fnom clty prlor to examlnatlon
Truanting (thorefore actually considered

to have failed)

Bovs
b

3

o

o

Glr 1sT
1

1-

6Totals
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Thg Progrossive ldaturg o_f Absenteel!¡m

Tablos 7 and I givo some indication of the progress-

1ve nature of absence from school- from one year to another.

Chronie cases of absenteeism usually get worse as the student

progresses from elementary school to Junior hígþ school, and

generally continues to worsen from year to yean 1n the junior

high scltooI,,

A comparison of the tables of absonces in two stic-

ceedlng years (tables ? and 8) bears out this statement aÈ

both ends of the attondance scale. In 1955-56, sjx students

missod more tlran 9O daysi ln 1956-57 ten students missed

more than 90 days. At the better end of the attendance

scale the difference ls even more apparent. In 1955-56t

eight students wero absent less than õO days; in tho fol-

lowing yearr no student was absent loss than 3O days. The

trend of the progresslve nature of absentoeism would be all

the more significant ln these two tables lf ten of the

absentees Ïrad not received school-l-eaving permits (in order

to become gatnfully employed) and if ,four othors had not

moved from the clty (soe footnote to Table 6). In all

foürtoen cases the student was wi-tkrd::awn from the school

negister and thorofo¡:e the days of absenco as noted in Tabl-e

8' are calcul-ated only to such day as he wa.s officially wlth-

drawn from school. 0f the níne boys who wsre absent only
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30-49 days in 1956-5? (Table 8), five oî tirem were granted

TABI,E 7

DAYS å.BSE]VT FOR SCTIOOL YEAR 1955-56

No " of Studenf s
Days Absonü

Total

170 - L8e

150 - 169

150 149

110 l.2-9

90 109

70-89

50 -69
50-49

11 -29
ltTo statlstics

school-leav5-ng

moved from ttre

gorT e two were

available

Tot als

2

4

4

6

I

I

7

40

permlts during the year and two of them

city. 0f the three glrls in the sarne cato-

granted school-leaving permit". I o'h"" tLrese

lst*tistlcs regarding the number of da¡"s absent, date
of sc1..ool-leaving perñit, añd all other detaÍls from whieh
the tables in thls-and other chaptors ïûere composedr_are
found in the appendix under the headlttg ttSummary of fnforma-
tion on Girls ( Boys )'"

2

1

z

4

5

5

4
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factors are taken into consi-deration it then leaves only

two boys and one girl who spent the wtrole year in schoo]

TABT-,8 8

DAYS ABSENT FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1956-5?

Days Absent
No. of Students

Boys Gir ls TotaI

170 189

150 - 169

]õ0 L49

110 - L29

90 - 109

70-89
50 -69
õo-49

Total s

I

2

4

1

1

o

2

5

B

4

I

I

o

2

o

to

B

l2

16 24 40

and wh.o ïvero absont less ùhan 50 days out of the 2OO days

of the typical school Yoar"

There are a few notablo oxceptions to the progress-

l-ve nature of absenteeisiorr some of which w111 be shown in a

succeeding chapter on the follow-up of the students in the

period of time September' 195? to June, 1958"
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Tablo I shows Èhe effect on students who entor Junlor

hlgh sclÌooL after some difficulty 1n attendaneo at fhe e1e-

rnontary levsI. The tabLe Íncludos all the studenfs who wero

TABLE 9

rHE PAOGRESSIVE RATE OF ABSENTEEISM

Name Grade ln
1955-56

Days absent
1955*56

Days absent
1956-57

G2

G5

e6

'LGto ^

Gtz

Gt+

Gle

^¿tolg

Gza

Gz+

B2

I¡-
Bg

B-

B^
þ

7

6

6

þ

"r'

þ

b

o

7''

6

6

t)

þ

6

3,9

7B

40

Ð2

I
67

60

'76

4L

unlmown

20

92

6

unhaourn

44

]'e.2

35 ( school-Ioavf.ng pe?-
mlt granted Feb "/57)

67

7T

74

85 (placed ln lnstttu-
tion AprtJ-r/67)

72 (school-leaving per-
mlt gnanted Marc1n/61

9L

Loe

34

56 (placed tn lnstitu-
tlon nøU 

" /52 )

57 (schooL-leavlng per-
mit gnanted AprlJ/5?

55

Jo?^nxese studonts were repeatlng Grade ? Ln L956/57,
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ín Grade VII in 1956-5'l . It contains three sbudents who

were repoatlng Grade VIf. In every case where the student

remalned in schrool for the whole school year, the absences

lncreased, j-n mosü casos raÈher drastieally. T?rree students

rivere granted school-leavlng permlts during the year¡ âs

noted on the right h.and side of the tab1e" Their attendanco

is calclllated only until- the day that they wore off,lclaIly

withdrawn from school. The sa¡rre situation holds for Gl-B

and B5 who were commltted to detention homes during the yearo

They contlnued to attend school regularly but as it was not

possible to get the exact attendance, no a-ttendance is

recorded lor them 1n this table after the date of committal"

Teacl:SL PersonalitY

As stated at the beginning of this chapter, the

tables, comments and comparlsons prosent only a partial pic-

ture of the sckrool backgrot:-nd of the forty students ln rela-

tfon to their attendance" There is no doubt bu'b that the

teaching personnel do har¡e a dyna$'11c lnfluence on School

attendance. It is not the purpose of this stud¡r to go into

any detail concernlng this matter but at the salre time, in

orcler to give some evidenco that teacher porsonal-ify and

teaching method do present very important factors tovøard

schoo] attltude of the students, and thereby school atten-

Cance on th.eir part, tl:.o follovr¡1ng paragraphs âre submitted'
.f)í"lå, l,lrt.sr¡

å".{*nA,Ev**.+***.**.---¡-l
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It 1s to be noted that the oplnions expressed do not

necessarily refer to the staff of Aberdoen School nor to

any particular Junior Hig.h Schoof teachers - they are simply

genera.l statements which could refer to any grade l-evel

of t eacbring .

The teacher wkro ls unduly severe or unduly

demanding, or who has little natuz'a} warmth for chriloren,

might so eondltion the child' earJy in his career t to the

unpleasant aspects of school ttrat he 1s never able to appre-

ciate those pleasurable ex¡leriences which are found j-n abun-

dance in so many classrooms. If such child.¡ âS a result of

home condltlons, enters school with a good degree of securlty

and stabilitYr ho would not likely have his attitude toward

school permanently dlstorted by association with this type

of teackrer" Hov;ever, if the chilcl enters school with a poorly

developed sense of trr.rst and marked insecurity, then it is

impossible to ostimate the damage that may be done.

The teacher vrLro feels a need to ridlcule hls

students rnight contnibute to the development of an attendanee

problem without reallzlng lt" This is partlcu-1ar1y true with

pre-adolescent children v¡ho have diff lculty in accepbing

ridicule f rom adul-ts " ttschool ]tfe is what the teacher

makes it; for the individual teacher has lt wlthin hls

povrer to nold a child¡s attltude.'ll Tho author of th'is

l¡.rrsell Jo Fornwalt, tiTowarcl an Understa'ding
of Truartcyr:tt 9p9it., P" 91"
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statement mentions many exa:lples of teacher ridicule. Such

humiliating tactics as calling a boy "a big dopertt tongue-

lashi¡g a student in front of the class, hitting a stud-ent

across tbre face, demoting a pu-p1l for' causing a disturbance

in classr câïì. make the classroo16 a source of iffitation

rather than inspiration" Suckr ridicule caJÌ create enough

anxlety in the child that kre may wish to avoid the adult

and the classroom altogetlrer.

'Ihe teacher who is too perrnissive, too lndeclslve,

and too lnconslstent creatos for the chi1d, especlally the

chlld who has little abllity to ccntrol- his own impulses'

an anxiety-producing environment. The childrs ínabll1ty to

find ln Ìrls environment the controls whicb. bre requires may

eau.se tiim to remove himsel-f f rom such a situation.

Many teachers are so busy planning lessonst

marking tests and exanrlnatj.on papers, maklng reportsn doing

detailed clerical work" attendlng meetings, and engaglng 1n

extra-curricular activlties that they simply do not have

time to make a study of the oausal factors of tholr truants'

Nor do they have tlme to give lndivj.dual academj-c help on

an understanding basis to th'ose studont's who are on th'e

verge of absenting th.emselves from the classroom because

of fail-ure to meet the sta-ndards of the class or of th'e

sckrool. Tbese teachers often take enougþ time only to

reportabsenteestoahigherauthorítyandleaveitat
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that. This course of action may also be the rezul-t of the

teacherts philosophy on truanc¡r. It may be definite as far

as the legal aspect is concerned but it may be vague ccÈ'Ì-

cerning the contributlng causes. S¡rrnpathetic u¡rderstanding

by the teacher of student problems relating to school and

home could understandably prevent some students from absenting

thomselves from school and coul<l help other absentees to

improve their atfendâncê o

Recapitulation of Findilrgs

fhe school factors involved in problems of

attendance as shown ln this chapter are largely of arr

academic naturer with teacher personality playlng a mlnor

roIe. The academlc factors causing absenco from school are

listed below.

l. The questlon of mental ability seemed to enter the

picture at one 1evel only - thoss with I.Q"rs in the 8O-9O

rangeu These Ìtsl-ovu-learners!¡ were unable to cope with

those stu-dents of normal or superior intelligence, all boing

in the sarne classesr and lost lnterest in the academlc work.

2" Academic retardation is one of the major, if not

the major, school factor entering lnto the attendance

problem" Twenty-six of the thlrty-one students in regular

classes were retardod fnom one to th:ree yea-rs in thoir
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gra"de placement. All surveys Ín this field polnt out th¿e

saÌTie concluslon. As one rvou-Ic1 natunally assume from this,

a great majorlty of stu-dents wlth attendanco problems have

repeated one grade or morg.

3. 0n1y five of the forty students recej-ved 11"1"*¡ll

promotions at the end of the year ' a clear indication of

the result of absenteelsm on scholarshlp.

4, The lrp::ogressÍve naturell of absentoeisin tends to

indicate that the sooner onê begins to cope with the pnoblem

in the elomentary sch.oolr the betten chance of lmprovement

before the student reaches the junlor high level with a

much less rlpersonal touchlr from the nu:neroìfs teachers who

soe the stu-dents only õ0 to 40 minutes per day.

5, The personality of the teaehor s¡n be an J-mporüant

influence on childrents attitudes and attendance. The

teacher with llttle natu-ral warmth for ckrll-dren; the

teacher who rldicules students; the teachor wh.o ls too

permi.ssive and too inconsistent; the ùeacher who 1s too

busy to gÍve sympathetic considoration to the student who

is b.aving difficuLties - all play a part in conditionÍng

the child toward a distorted attitude to sehool, especially

the insecure child who comes from a problem-filIed home"

Altbough various aspects of the academic field
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have a bearing on attendanee, the one aspect that appears

most ofton ls that of academic retardaüion with the

accompar:ying feeling of failu-ro, lacli of aclrievement, and

loss of j-nterest i-n matters pertaining to schoolu



CHAPTER V

NEGATIVE FACTORS OF TTTE HOME ENVIROHMMüT

It Ls genenaLLy tl€cognlzed that home lnfluencos

on ctrlldnen, parülcu]arly ln theln younger yearse &t36

dynamlc factons 1n deternolning thein dovelopment and ouf-

look" h¡t tho falally pattern has changed consldelPabS-y

ln the present century " Parentg are now moro al/varê of

the noeds and dnlves of thelr gnowing chlldren. Parent-

chlld relatlonsh.lps have changed as a nesuLt. Parents

have developed a new eoncept of thein responsf.blllties ùo

thetr chlldnen" The nolo of ths parenü has devoloped and

changed ln proportlon to the dovelopment of the awaronoss

sf the ohlLdrs noedg - physlcale psyohologlcaln soclale

montaLr and omotlonal,u

Unfortunately¡ along wlth thls ehange for fbe

betten have come ottren char¡ges 1n the family patteffI

whlch often produco detrlmontaL offeets ar¡d are respon-

slbLe fon ma¡y of ühe dlfftcultles encounÈe::ed by fhe

chlldren, Dlvorce and separatlon rates b'ave rlgen" Mot"€

mothers than ever befo:re are galnfully employed ouüsLde

the Trono, usually for eoononle reasons but occasionally

for non-seonomlc reasons, Although bouns of Labour po¡3

worklng day ane less tban ln previous tlmes, parenËs often

flnd'a.utusenents or oth€r actlvlties outslde of the homo

-4r



- tl8

whLch tend to prevont eloss supervislon of tholr gnowlng

chlldron" The lncreaslng nr:mber of desentlons of famllles

by one paront lndlcates one of the many causes of social

111-s ln such homesu In other homes ühe hablts of the

father¡ and ofton the mother as wellr are of sueh an 1m-

moral nature that ühey contrlbute dlrectly to tho downfall

of their offspring.

Thls chapten wlII survoy somo of the negaülvo

factors and lnfluo¡ìees ln ar¡d around tho homos of the

forty students bolng studLod. Tho slgnifLeant faetors and

tnends can be recognlzed in the flgure and serf.es of tables

whlch show the results of the lnvestigatLon, The ff.gune

and tables w111 appear 1n the followlng order:

Flgune 1. Street DLsürlbuÈlon of Fam1lles

Tab1e LO. Economlc Status of Famlly

tt 11. T¡rpe of Dtue1llng

i' J;z. Physlcal" Aspects of Home

It 15. Farnll]r slze
n 14" sibLlng Rank

*l 15u ParontaL Role

rÌ 16. FamLlles Knowr¡ Ëo SocLal Ageneles

tt 17 o Panental Interest in ScTrool

tt 18 o Parent-0hl1d Relationshlp
ti 19. Dlsclp3-lnary Practices
ri eO " Fa¡ri1}y MoraL sta¡rdands



2J." Changes of

22" Number of

Residence

Sehools Attended

Place of Êeslden.ce

The map of the Aberdeen Junior High Sctrool

Ðistnicù with its boundaries as they T'Iero for the school

year 1956-57 is shovvn 1n Figure lo The home of each boy

is represen^tod on the map by a coloned rod eircle; the home

of each girl is shov¡n by a colored green square, There

ate only 15 red dots and 23 green squaresr âs one boy and-

one glnl ll¡¡ed such. a dlstance outside of the district

boundarles th.at it was not possible to indicate their place

of rosidence on the map"

Tr¡¡o facts appear to stand out concerning the

l-ocatlon of the hornes of the forty students considered 1n

the study, Fj-rst, there is a clustering of dots and squares

in the fifteen-block aroa bounded by Salter Street on the

weste Derby Street on tLre east, Stella Avenue on th.e north

and Sutherland Avenue on the south. Seven of the sixteen

boys (44 per cent) and seven of the tvrenty-four girls (29

per cent) live ln this area. These fourteen students con:

stitute 35 per cent of the students in the investigation"

As there are 150 street blocks in the whole areâ'

it is slgnificant ti:at õ5 per cent of the students with

problems in school attendance live in an area whleh eon-
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stÍtutes only 1O per cent of the dlstrlet served by the

AberC.eon Junlor High School" Thls percentage shov¡s a

marked incr.ease and perhaps a more accurate plcture 1f one

exclud.es, for the basis of conparison, the six students

whose homes are outside the boundarles of the dlstrlct.

The computatlon would then show that the fourteen students

living !n the fifteen-b]ock area nepresent 4L.2 per cent

of the attenda-nce problems residLng wlthin the school

bound-a::ies, It also seoms signlflcant that the sma1l

flfteen block area is one i¡¡hich 1s glven special consider-

ation by the Public M/elfare Department of the City of T[1n-

nlpeg. For th.e year 1956-5? ono worke¡ from the Ðeparfment

was asslgned to thfs secti.on of the city althougþ the

dlstrict tre served was sllghtly larger than the fifteen

blocks mentloned hore"l

The second fact which appears to süand- out is

that, excluding the clustorí-ng of eases already referred to,

the retraining homes ane scattered throughout the district

and beyond it " The two homes whlch are not shov¡n in the

figure are on Sel-kj.rk Avenue west and Logan Avenue $¡est.

Eleven of the forty places of resldence (õ?"5

per cent) are located on Jarvis Avenue; fou.r (1O per cent)

I This informatlon was
visitlng Teacher b)' a workor at
menf .

made available to tkre
tire City Vtielfare Deparf-



on Dufferin Avenue; and

Avenue; no oÈlrer street

The general plcture is

by scattered- uni-ts 
"
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tkrree (?.5 per cont) on

or avenue contains more

ühat of a central cluster

Selkirk

than two "

surrou-nded

EcononÍc Factors

Table 10 shows the analysis of ttre forty students

wlth prolonged absences in relation to the economlc level

of the Lrorne " In order to make the analysls as obJeetlve aS

posslble, only three economic leve1s were used. ttBelow

averagetì includes aLl tLrose who were receivlng financÍal

assisüance, during Ùhe year of the study, oither from the

City llrelfare or the Provincial Ïìielfare Ðepartment" A.dded

to this group ïuere two otÏ:.er fa¡riIles whrere, although one

of the parents was employod, the a:nount of money available

for famlly needs was much less than if they had been able

to receive assistance fron the lTelfare Department. Afso

included. in thls grolrp wås one famlly of thirteon children

( see G6 ln AppendÍ-x on sumnany of 1nf ormatlon on glrls ) ln

whlcb ease thê father was earnLng'$$õOO.OO per month, yet was

unable to provide adequate food and cloth.lng for the chil-

d.ren.

The term ttabove averageto lncludes those families

whlch appeared to have accu¡rulated sufficient rosources to

put themsolves in comfortable cj-reumstances to the exÈent
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thåt uneraploymenÈ would not mean an lnrmedlate requesË for
flnanclal asslsta¡eê e

fhe rfavoragell status lneludes those famf-Iles rlln

botweenrr the two categonies just mentloned - fanllles wltb

Èhe abiLlty to lLve from dally earnlngs but on th.e vsrg€

of depondency nuch of tho tlme"

TABLE 10

ECONOMIC STATUS OF FAMILY

Economlc
Status

Numben of
Boys

Nu¡nber of
Glrls Tota1

Above aver?age

Average

Below average

4

)2

6

2

L9

õ

þ

gL

The economlc condltlon of ühe fa¡nLlles ls evident

from the statistlcs" 0nly three famllles, oæ 7 "5 per cent

of the totaI, w6re ia confortable ci:rcr.rnstanc€s, whlle

tbLnty-one famlfiese or 'l'l,5 per cent had to be supporüod

for the most part, and qulte contfnuouslye by publle agon-

cLes, ñellab1e data negardlng the economlc status of the

geaeral populatlon of Vüinnlpeg are not avallable for com-

parlson but it can safely bo aesuraod. Èhat such data wsuld
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not even come close to dlsclosing so hlgh a degree of de-

pendency and. marginalltyu especlally in a year of better-

than-normal emplo¡rment as was 1956 -57 .

Table lL contaíns information on the type of

residence of the forÈy students" The majorS,t¡r appear to

llve in clty-cwned dwellings, Many of the tlnented roomstt

TABI,II 1]-

TTPE OF DWELL]NG

Type No" of Boys No. of Glrls Total

Ouared by
Parents

Rented house
or suite

Rented rooms

Clty-owned

3

4

I

3

6

rJ

10

4

q

o

18

were flnanced from publÍc funds also. However, 1t is ques-

tionable wL:.ether this table portrays any deflnit'e trend.

The number of dwelltngs owned by the parents ís sma]l (1O

per eent. ) It could be that there 1s less interest shown

by parents ln theLr chiLdren and their envlronment when fhey
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live in rented quarters, but this sarnpling has not been

large enough no:: detailed enough to do more than mentlon

it as a possiblllty for furthrer inr¡estigatlon on a mucrr

wÍder basis.

Pkrlrsical Aspects of Homo

Newlightisshedonthoeconomicandsoela]

status of the famllies of our absent children by consider'-

ation of the physical aspects of their homes (Table I2).

Trhe fÍrst part of tbe table deals wlth the araotrnt of

accommodaüton, IlAmple roomtt is applled to the home in

whfch thene is adaquate space (not more than two childron

to a bedroom), good light and ventllation; rraverage!!

applies to the home in which the average number of chfldv'en

per bednoom 1s between two and three; ttcrowdedll applles

to the home in whlch there are more than three chlldren

per bednoom. Amount and kind of light, and amount and klnd

of ventllatlon ln most cases was relatlve to the averâge

number of persons per room but thls was not always fhe CâS€o

In order to keop as close as posslble to aj1 objectlve

analysis, the homes were designated as accurately as

possible by the nrmbor of persons peÏî room. It was also

necessary to take into aecount the total number of people

in the lrorne. For example o tho home oecupi-ed by Bz ( see

summany of information on boys 1n AppendÍlc) is designated
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aS t?cr.ovrtdedrl in spite of the fact that the home cornprí ses

tvro bedrooms and the family consÍsts of only one boy and

hls mother; but this mother is llving ln a common-}aw

arcange$ent wlth anotkrer manr and her sister occupies the

second bedroom; therefore 82 of necessity sleeps on a couch

in the large kitchen-dinlng-room-l-ivj-ng-room. Actually he

has no bedroom at all; for this reason this home and other

homes with somewhat similar arrangements are dosignated as

crowded.

TABLE 12

PHYSTCAL ASPECTS OF HOI\IE

A.

Accomrnodation No" of Girls Total

Arnple room

Average

Crowded

3

o

28

No. of Boys

3

6

15

ni1

3

13

B.

Cleanlines s Nou of Boys No " of Girls Totaf

!t Spot Ie s stt

Average

Dirty

nl- l

o

7

3

t?

o

3

2t

l-6
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lhe socond part of Table L2 u a neporf on the

cleanllness of tho home, 1s muoh noro subJectlve" No

facÈons were taken into eonslderatfon otber than ühe elean

and tldy appoarance and the nunber of chlldren. In êo$-

slderlng al-1, of the homes, only two categorles vlerg used

aü ftrst - tlspotlêssn and flexüremely dlrtyrt. Illhen as meny

homes as possible were placed 1n these two categonlese

there wero twenty-one homes left whlch did not fit unden

eltTrer headlng becauso they were far from llspotS-essll and

yet a good effort was made to koep ühen c]ean" The head-

lng rraverago¡t wag made for this group" It ls doubtful Ëhaf

these travera$ell homes would be termed average in companison

to what would be consldered avorage ln a GroSS-Sêcütonal

survey of the clty on of tkre country as a rvþole " Perhaps

the folLowf.ng heaèlngs would have gf.ven a more aecurate

descrlptlon: ttexeeptionally clean¡lt tlfaf.nly cleanrtr a¡d

ttexünemely dlrty"lt

Soclal Factons

$lze of farnfly (TabJ.e 1õ) seens to have a dlreet

bearlng on school attendanee. Only six students (1S pen

cent ) are f nom homes of two chlldnen or less n Trssnt,y-

th¡reo students (5?"5 per cent) a¡re from homes of flve or

moro chlldren. The average nr¡mbor of chtldreÏr psr fa'inlIy

1n thls süudy ls 5"37 wTrLle the avenago slze of fanlly
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TABLE 1õ

SIZE OF FAMILY

No. of children
in family

No, of Boys
ln study

No" of Gir1s
in study

Total- No.
in study

1

2

q,

4

5

6

7

B

o

10

1l_

!2

1õ

1

1

4

2

6

D

I

1

1

1

r)

z
!,

2

rJ

4

I

].

2

1

1

â

4

7

4

I
o

1

1

T

3

1

2

Average number of chlldren in familles of
16 boys comprising study o..o.oo..6 ......e.. 5.1

Average number of chlLdren in famllies of
24 gjr1s comprising study ô..oêo.coooooo..ooo.eoc 5"6

Average nu¡nber of chÍldren ln familles of
40 students conrprising sti-rdy .o.oo .coe o 5"37
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for all of Canada is 1,?1.

Punke discovered more absences occurring in largo
'o

famillesr- but Phillips found, little or no variation as the

size of the famlly lncreased.õ Ho*uveTe it could well be

that the average size of family in thls study is consider-

ably greater than in the studies of Punke and Phlllips "

Even ln this study 1t would appear thåt famlly size, though

significant¡ is only one of many factors associated with

the problem of attendance'

slbling rank¡ âs indicated in Table l4o does not

show any signlficant trend 1n any directlon" Researcb. by

Punke and Roberts also found sibllng position relatlvely

unimportant in relation to absenc"s.4

Further evldence to shov7 that a number of factors

ln the homo are responsible for non-aütendance at school ls

supplied by Table 15, lndicating the parentst role. No

lst*ti"ti"" from the Canada Year Book, l-956¡ p.169¡
show approxÍmately 5'õOO'OOO children ln approximately õ e?OOTOOO

homes, ior an average of 1.7 chlldren per Ïrome"

Zgarolcl H. Punke, rlsociological Faetors in Absence
from Schoo]rrr .9gË", PP. 2BB'299.

tu. J. phillips, ttAbsenteolsm in Canadian Sehoolsrrt

-U'L!" Po 56'
4Harolo H. Punke, .W,g!!., Pe 290.
John L, Roberts, fiFãffirs Assocj-aÈed wiÈh Trì.rancyrrr



totals are sllown

- ('0

because of many duplications of

TABLE ].4

RANK AMONGST SIBLINGS

category;

Status No. of Boys No" of Girls Total

0n1y child
Oldest

Youngest

tlln Betweenrt

1

5

1

I

1

I
o

9

2

1õ

7

1B

for example, ttmother employedll and- any

gorios lmmediately follovring it, could

TABLA 15

ROLE OF PARENT

Role or Oecupation of Parent

BoÈh parents employed

Neither parent employed

tr'ather employed

Mother employed

Father doceased
Fath¡.er separated or dlvoreed
Father in custody
Father incapacitated

one of the four cate-

refer to the same boy

Non of Girls

o

10

4

I
.3

B

4

1

No. of Boys

6

7

6

5

4

6
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or girl ln the study" The over.vurhelming evidenco frorr this

table appears to be that tho father has been removed frort

the home by death, divorce, incarceration, or incapacitation
(con'mrittal to hospital in the latter case ) , in the caso of

eleven boys (61 per cenþ) and in the case of sixtsen glrls
(67 per cent ) .

Punke found no appreciable dlfference in school

absonce as related to the deatkr of the father.l Roberùs

cal-culated that in 45 per cent of the homes investigated

in his study, the faÈher had been removed by separation,

deaths op dirrorce"2 It seems rea-sonable to expect a nrrmber

of df-sruptíons in the home after the removal of the father

from it. These disruptions are of greater signiflcence and

of more prolonged duration when tho removal is by separafionu

dlvorce¡ or incarceratlon" Twelve girlsn 5O per eent of t.he

total number in this investigation' aîe from hornes where

there is no fath.er because of one of the three foregoing

factors.
In the case of each family in the study, soeial

assistanee of Some for¡n or othrer was either reqìlested by

the faml1y, or granted or forced upon them because of home

1
Punke , 9.p-9i!. , pF " 284 ' 285 .

o"Roberts, ou:-9it., po 433"
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conditions" The soel-al agencies referced to 1n Tal:le 16

are City ll/elfare, Provinelal Wel-fare, Childronrs Aid

Society, Famlly Bureau, Fa:ni1y Allowances, Juvenlle Court'

Family Court, and Department of Veteransl Affairs.l The

Social Serviee Departmenb of the various hospitals trvas used

rather extensively by somo of the familles but this is not

shown in the table beeause the information was not obtained

on whether the family was reglstered (usually at the Out-

patient Ðepartment) slmply for hospttal treatment or for

soej-al servj-ce as welI. The registration of one famll;r wifh

the Society for Crippled Chlldren and å.dults is not shown in

the tab1e" It should also be noted that the registratlons

with soclå.l ageneles covers a long period.of time. Usually

rrot more than two or three agencies were active with a

famlly at any particular time. The forty chj-Ldnen con-

stituting the study often had no connoctlon with the agency

involved but the fact that sorûe othor member o¡' members of

the fa:nily were involved usually had an lnfluence, either

for better or worsey ort all family membors"

A more detaited plcture of the particular soclal

agencles which were active with the families will be given

in a later ehapter. This table emphaslzes, a:nong oth.er

factors, the number of times social ass j-stance Btas in-

1-*Registratlons with agencles wero obtained from
the Confidential Exchango Branch of the Depantment of Clty
Welfare,



volved"

Number øt
Soclal- Ageneles

0

t

2

1)

/1
I

Ê
a)

6

-63

stniklng strnmple is that twenty-ffve of

TABI,E 16

NTTMBER OF SOCTAL AGNVCTES INVOLVEÐ
VvTTH FAMTLIES OF CASE STÜDIES

the

Toüa1
Number of
Famllles
Involved

o

I

7

I

I
7

l_

o

3

3

4

3

.)

n11

famllless 01" 62.5 per cent, sforer 01' had beon, active wiüh

three or nore agencl-es.

Psychologlcal and Moral -PatterÊ

In order to study the relatlonshlp beüween paren-

tal lnterest ln school and attendance, aJI a-nalysls was made

in terms of degroe of interest shsrm. by the parents. The

degree of lnterest ( Tab1e 1? ) was rated ttgood" wh'on at

least one pårent dlsplayed definl-te interest in the childf s

progress and goneral welfare at schooln A tlfs.irt¡ rating

was given v¡leen some lnteresÈ |n the pupl1 was evidenË. A

Number of
Glrlsr Fe.mll1es
Involved

Number of
Boys t Fa¡rLlles
lnvolved

o

5

4

5

5

4

1
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¡rpoorrl rating was assigned to those parents who showed

very l1tt1e lnterest or nonê whatever"

In spite of the admitted subjectlvity of such an

anal-ysis, it Ís the authorrs firm belief that ttas the twig

is bent, so the tree w111 growrlt and that the figures shown

TABLE 17

PAfiENTAL INTENEST IN SCHOOL

in the table a?e reasonably valid" Much of the information

for thls analysis was obtained on the first visit to the

home. Some of the parents I comnonts were rather alarming

in view of present-day j-nterest sb.or¡rn in sckrools and in the

academie progress of chlldren" Three mothers did not know

wkrat school their child was attending" Two others were so

certain their children attended David Livingston Schoo1 that

it took some time to convince them otherïcíse. The majority

of moÈhers lmew Èhe name of the principal but very few could

Degree of
fnterest

Bovs Girls Total
Number -Per cent Number Per cent Number er cent

Good

Fair

Poor

ni1

o

10

0,o

37 ,5

62 "5

I
6

L7

4,2

25

70.8

I
t2

29

2r5

30

67 .5
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naJne even one member of the toaching staff , Qrrite a number

of mothers did not know the grade placement of the child-.

It was difficult to intervleu/ many fathers on the

matter of interest in school. fn more than half of the

homes there was no father. In ttre others, he was usually

at work or away at the time of visitation. Of tkrose fathers

who were interviewed, the following quotation 1s typieal of

the general lack of interest sb.own¡ ttI donrt know what

scliool sL:.e goes to and I dontt ]mow whère she is, but she

canrt be too far away because krer overshoes are here by the

door!rl

Anotlrer factor in the farnily picture is that of

parent-child rel-at j-onships o as shown in Tabl-e 18 " A

llwkrol-esometl relati-onship between parent and child was

considered to be ono of affectton and kindness; a ttfainrt

relationship implied mut'ua1 indiff erence ln attitude; an

t?unwholesomerr relationship meant ]ack of affection, much
1

quarrelling, and perhaps open hostility'

The relationship of mutual- indifference appeared

to be the dominant aütitude on the parü of both parents '
The small nutnber of cases considered' particularly with the

father figure ¡ plus the high degree of subjectivity invoLved

l'Tki* definition of terms is taken from Sheldon and
Elea.nor Gfueck, ono Tbousand Juvenile.Dglinqu-e+þs -- Their
Treatment by Cou Univorsity Press, 1939,
pn 73,
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in analyzlng al-l casese tend to detra-ct from the validlty

of this table, however.

TABLE 18

PAAENT-CTIILD RELATI ONSHIP

Relatfonshi
Father
and
Son

(0 rela-
tlon-
ships
con-
sidered )

Mottrer
and
Son

(ro re-
lation-
ships
c orr-
s ldere d )

Iather
and
Daughtor
(g rela-
tion-
ships
con-
sidered )

Mother
and-
Daughter
(24 rela-
tionships
con-
sl-dered )

Total

(55 rela-
tlonshlps
con-
sider:ed )

No.l % No % No" o/
/o No" ai

/a No,

Wholesome

Falr

Unwholesomê :l:l
25

69

6

4

11

I

2

6

I

22

67

11

Ã

13

6

20.8

54 "2

25

11

34

10

20

62

1B

Tabl-e 19 on Disciplinary Pnactices of the Paronü is,

like the foregoing tab1e, largely subjective in its analysÍ-s

and therefore opon to críticfsm. However' lt is based on the

findings of a number of intorviews lvith the parent or parents

and with the student. It is includeo for this reason and

also to compare in a general way with Tab1e 18 on parent-

child relationships. The statistics appear to indlcate

that the par"enü with an attitude of mutual indifferenee
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the largest percentage in Talrte 18 - becomes the parent

with unsound disciplinary methods - the largest percentage

TABLE 19

D]SCIPLINARY PNAQTICES OF
EACH PAHENT

Quality
of
Discipline

Sound

Falr

Unsound

Father
with boys
( 5 easos
con-
sidered )

No.

Moùher
with boys
16 cases
con-
sidered )

Father
with girls
I cases
considered

other
with girls
(z+ cases
con -

r\sIûere0 l

Tota]-

( 53 cases
con-
sidered )

1

I
20

20

60

ð

b

7

18.7

37 "l)

43 "B

niL

2

6

0.0

Dtr

75

AO
=.U

62 "5

5

17

õ1.

9"4

2"L

8"5

1

Õ

15

j-n TaÌ¡le 19. rtsoundlt discipline means rlconsistent and firm

control of the cþild by the parent, but not so strict as to

arouse fear or antagonism,'t1 rtp*i"lî discipline refers to

control wrrich is indefinite - sornetimes strict and sometimes

lax n rlUnsoundlt discipline ref ers to extremely 1ax or ox-

tremely rigid control on the part of the parent' giving on

the one hand unresì,rained freedom of action, and on the other'

restriction to the point of rebelLion"

In splte of the questionable validlty of the tables

on parent-ckril-d relationshlps and disclplinary practÍces,

lTou definition of terms is from sheldon and Eleanor
Glueck, _g![.r po 74,
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the tables do present addttíonal pieces of evicl.ence in the

structure of fa¡nflial inter-relaüionships. They also point

u.p the observation th¿at there is no task so difflcult nor

so lmportant as that of being a good parent" The percentages

of medlocre and unwholesome practicos by parents demonstrato

a greater need of guidance cl-inics to provide assista-nce in

th.e fundar*entals of child-rea.ring for per'plexed, harassede

dÍstraught, and sometimes illiterate parenËs'

Assocj-ate<j- closely with any consid,eration of parent-

child relationships is that of the moral- standards of the

homes in whlch problem child.ren are reared" This lnforma-

tion 1s fou-nd ln Table 20. te61*ittt moral sÈanda-rd refers to

a home where there 1s no dellnquoncy and where there are

definite lndicatlons of high ldeal-s ' ttFairll standard- nefers

to the home in which ídoa1s are not so high but there is no

delinquenc¡r on tkre part, of any imrnediate faruily members

other than'the student being considered. rt¡otttt standard

refers to the Ïrome in which there is delinquency or crlmin-

ality on the part of the parents or siblings"l

A word of explanatlon is in order regarding the

designation of tLr,e home of G* (see Summary of Informa-tion

on Girls in Appendix) as low moral- standard in spite of thre

1_-*The cìefinition
Cloanor Glueck, 9P-e€!.,

of terms are agaln f ronr Shel d-on and
Pu'79,
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f aet that no member has been ]mov'rn to the courts, Thls

home was gÍ-ven tîlor¡¡tt stand.ing for three reå.sons" The father

TABLE 20

FAM]LY MOFAL STANDARDS

Moral
Standard

Boys I }lomes Girlst Homes Total
Per Cent

High

Fa-ir

Low

o

E

o

2

5

17

12 "5

3r.25

56.25

8"õ

20,8

'/ o.9

10 ,0

25,O

65"O

in thls home has tlved common-}aw with the mother slnce

1945 when he ttexchangedlt with GBt" father his own wife a-nd

five children for this woroaln and her four chil-dren. The

two families, as far as can be ascertained, have lived

amicably, visiting baclr and forth every few weeks. (ffre

otkrer. family ]íves 6O mil-es f rom lTinnipeg ' ) The husbands

sometimes return to their first home, to the extent that

G- I s mother is not certain of the paternity of the six
B

children born to her since 1945. In addition to thist

evi-dence was available that GBt* house ï¡as used f or illegal

sale of liquor andrroputedl¡r, for: purposes of prostiti.ttion"

Notwithstanding the fact that no member of Grrs famil)r had-

No. I Per Cent No. I Per Cent
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a court record: thris home was perhaps the one with the low-

est moral standards of all- forty familios"

It is interesting to note Ïrow closely the percentages

of this table compare with those of thre Gluecks t in their

investigatlons of the moral standards in the honies of one
'l

thousand delinquent children'* The¡' discovered that la'7

por cent (companed to 1O"O per cont in this study) lived ln

homes with hÍgh moral standards; 18"9 per cent (25'0 per

cent here) lirred in Ïromes with fair standards; and ?O'4

per cent (compared to 65,0 por cent here) ]ivea in homes

with low standards" Roberts found the genoral pattern of

the home to be slighùly better, with tho famllies described

as stable and hanmonious in fewer than 40 per cent of the

case s o

Factorsassociatedwit}runhealthyemotional
family climate in the other 60 per cent included
workingparentsrindífferentori'neffectlve
fathers or mothers, or both; domineerlng fath.ers
or mothers; and parents who f ou"ght, drankr oF

were sexuallY Promiscuol¡s 'z

It is to be noted¡ hovrever¡ that the terms of reference

were not the same in Robertst investigation"

In a study of 1500 tzuants in New York city, otL'eary

f ound many complex patterns of family probl-ems "5 ?oor rela-

lGl.rr-u"k, 
9.k9it", P' 7g 

"

2Roberts, rtFactors Associated with Truancyrrl .op"cit'
po 433"

reported
50, Lu**, rlAn /lnalysis
1n Chilðren Absent fqqm

Investigations rrr as
op.cit., PP. 17-18'

of ]5OO
School,
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tions v¿ith parenfs accounted for 14"6 per cent of the

truantst problems, and lack of parental control- accounted

for another õ5.1 per cent" Home problems of one kind or

another were j-nvolved as par-t o àt least¡ of the difficulty,

in eaeh of the 1500 cases o

No,doubt the extent of formal education of parents

plays some role in the rearing of children " It Ïrad been

the intention of the author to lnclude a- table on the educa-

tíonal background of the parents of the forty studonùs, but

two important factors prevented thls. Not all parents were

asked for this Ínformation. Of those who did give Èheir

educational background, the lnformation in a number of

cases did not coinclde with the infonnation gi-ven to other

social agencies. It was quite apparent, hovrever, that the

number of years spent in school had been limlted in most

cases and there were some who were illiterate. As an

eNample, four mothers who requested school-]eaving permits

were unable to write anything other than their signature

orr the application form" It woulo be a reasonable a-ssump-

tion that the incidence of illiteracy is noticeably hígher

a-mong this group of parents than in the general population"

Home and. School Uobillty
The intenruptions and resulting l-ack of interest

that come fra'm moving from one krome to another and from
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one sch.ool- to another are polnted up in Table 2L on change

of u"esidence and in Tab:Je 22 on cha.nges of Sckrools" The in-

formation for the tabl-es $/as made available from the record

cards of the students" In the ttunknownrf category are those

who had no changes noted on their car"ds and whose parents

were not certain of t}.e number of changes. The tables refer"

of course ¡ only to changes of home and school whlle residing

within the ltrinnipeg sehool District. The numbers woul d be

higher if consideration was taken of each change of residence

TABLE 21

CHANGES OF RESIDENCE SI}TCE
STARTTNG SCHOOL

No, of ckranges
of residence

Boys Girls Total

ni1

1ar2
3or4

5or6

7or8
9or10

11 or 12

r-rnknown

1

2

3

tr

I

4

1

2

5

o

A

3

I
2

2

4

I
11

5

7

1

b
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and- of sch.ool v,¡hile a resident of some place othe:: tl:an

i¡uinnipeg 
"

TABLE 22

NI]Ì'/iBER OF SCHOOLS ATTEI'{DED

Number of
Sc1-ools

Girls Total

2

,j

A
=

5

O

7

B

o

unknol,'rn

Average n-rlmber of schools attended- (ãiãrtdlng the 4 unln,ov¡n numbers)

Average number of schools attended---tã"Er"ãrttg 
t,lne 2 unlmown nümbers)

Averase nrxnber of schools attended
stuãents (excluding the 6 unlatown

o

4

tr

7

10

I

1

o

bY 12 boYs 
g "sg

by 22 girl" 
U.]-

4

D

I

.)

I

2

I

3

4

I

]

1

D4

bv 34
å.umbers ) 4,56

mobility

changes

for the

No statistics have been found on school and horne

elsewhere but it woul-d appear that the number of

fisted here is considerably greaier than the numbez'

general populat iorr '
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Recapl-tulation of Findings

The salient polnts of the study of the home en-¡iron-

ment of the forty students indicate that e $€¡r€FåIly spoaking,

the parents and homes must be characterlzed as unwholesome

and underpri.viloged.

The economic condition of the familÍes üas very

pooro forclng tirem to live, in most casesr in areas of lovu-

rent city housing, crowded tenements witÏ:. poor neighbourlrood

sorvices and facilitles ' Less than 1O per cent of the fam-

il-iss lived ln elean healthy surroundings" More than 90

per cent were either receiving flnancial assistance or were

on the verge of dependency. only 10 per cent wore in the

process of purchasing their owrt homes"

Avarletyofsocialfactorsplayedanimportanf

part in the probl-ems of the forty famllies. Size of family

soemed to be relaùed directly to school attendance. Almost

6O per cent of the students wero from homes with five or

more childnen" The posi-tion or rank of the partlcular ehild

in relation to his sibllngs does not appear to be significant'

some were the oLdest 1n the famlly, some the youngestr some

!tin betweentt, and two were only children'

More than 60 por cent of the problem chlldren Efere

from homes where there was no father figure. fn the great

majority of cases th.e father was absent due to separation,
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divoreor O1r i.ncanceraËion. Of tbe h'omes in which thero was

a father as well aS a moÈher, bottr paronts l¡vere employed 1n

elghÈ Lngtances"

In every one of the forËy familles thero had besn

asslsüance of one klnd or anotÏ¿@r from soclal welfare or-

ganizatlonsø More Ëhan three soelal agencies trad been actlve

with 62 per cent of the famllles"

Home eonditlons werê unwholosome on the psychologl-

sal side also" The lack of lnüeresü ln school matters per-

talnlng to Èhe ctrildren was slmply appaLltng ln almost' 7O

por cent of the faui]les. Parent-ch1}d relatj-onships wsre

unfavourable Èo a healthful home environmont. Removal of

the father from many of the homss added exÙra responsibilltles

þ,o the already overburdened moëher, DisciplÍnary pracüices of

ühe parents were relatively sound ln less than 1O per cent of

öhe cases. In elmost 60 pen cent of the famllles tbe prac-

tlces were u¡rsound 1n that the paront was extremely lax or

unreaaonabJ.y rigld in control

The moral standands of the f.an1Iles were very pooro

In 65 per cenü of the lromes there were low moral standands

as refleeted 1n dellnquency or erlmlnallty on the part of

panents or slbllngso In only 1O per Cent was there evid€nce

to lndlcate blgh ldeals and moraL decency' In 25 per eent

of the homes the moral standands nlere not high but there
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w&s no knosnn evl.denee of dellnquency on the part of panenüs

or slblings, The Èables presonted would porüray evên a

wors€ plcture !f they could slaow those cases 1n whiclr delin-

quent actlvltles trave escaped offl-clal recognltLon"

The educatlonaL standards of the parents were below

av€rage n Ínhe statlstLcs on the sub ject Ìvere f ound to be

1nvalld. but lt was qulte evident that standards were fan

from adequateu some had no fonnal schoollng v&rateven¡ a

few wene lIIlterate.
occupatlon of rented quartens was responslble for

mueh mobLllty. lrrenty famllles had moved morê üTran four

ti-nes from tlre tlmo ühe chlld started to school" Nlneteen

of tbe chl.ldren had attended from flve to nlne sctrools "

Time requlned ln movlng snd ln gettlng oriented to the new

sebool had taken lts toll ln loss of fnterest on the part

of both chlld and Parent"

Thetotalplcturelsoneofextremel.ypoorecon-
omLc condltlons, ttfathenlesslt famlLles' soela1 lnadoquacyt

laek of lnterest, unwhol.esome psyctrologlcal atmosphere,

low moral Standards, questlonable educatlonal background'

and hlgh mob1L1ty. These are tTre negatlve lnfluences

svhlch forned a large part of the home envinonment of the

fortyetudentsdurlngtheformatl'veyearsoftheirllves"
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TYPICAL OASE STI]ÐÏES

The six case eùudies whieh follow will point up the

many dlffleulties which th.e forty problem students encoun-

tered at home a¡d at school. The studles wlllr in addition,

give sone Ídoa of ttre scope of the work of the vlsiting

Èeacber or scbool soclal worker"

Basls ojq_rÞelectlon

Eacb. case was selected ln orden'to show typlcal

aspeets and results cotnmon to many students wlth pnoblems

of attendance" fbe ease of Gtn was selected to show fhe

value of granting a ecbool-leavlng pormlt"l fhe case of

G15 Blves some evldenee of improvement after a change of

school progratn. Arr lnvestlgatlon in which the visltlng

teacher was unsuecessful Ín'getting positive nesults ls the

case of Grr, On the ottrer ?randr a case study that produced

excellent results ls that of Grr' The ease of Bõ ls lncluded

because he beeame a psychologlcal and psychiatrle study.

Lastly, the case of BO sfrows the co-operatlon of a soclal

agÊncy ln working with a boy and hLs family and malntalnlng

1-As indlcaüed 1n Chapter I,
the letter G and a number; the boYs
nr.¡mber, Statistical lnformation on
in the Appetrdlx under the headltg 'Ginls (Bõys),tt

the girls are lcrown bY
by the letter B and a
eaeh student ls available

llsummary of Informatl-on on

-7V q
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close liaison wlth the visltlng teacher untlL a placement

vras ea.rried out "

The questf.on, rrWhat is the iob of the vislting
teachor or school soclal worker?rî Ls ofËen asked by lay

people and professlonal experts" The vlsftlng teaeher

attempts to help chlldren who are unable to adjusù to the

school or home situatlon. Tkrelr problems may manlfest then-

sel-ves !n sueh s¡nnptoms as non-attendance, inablllty to

Learn, extreroo sbJmessr otl hostlle acts such. as steallng

and ftghttng, The six cases selected from the forü1¡ w111

show honr th.e vlsltlng teacher coordinates hls efforts with

those of tbo sebool porsonnel and wiÈh Èhose of oth.er

agoncies, in an attempt to accompllsh the deslred goa1"

The ease of GIg

Grn was a bf.g robust ginl of 14 years e nepeatf-ng

g:rade ? e partly because of ühe fact that she had been ab-

sent ?6 days the prevlous year. Her nental ablllty was

average. She was the fourttr oldesü of a fanl3"y of tweLve"

Her father was conff.nod f.n gaol because he conslstontLy

reftrsed to suppont the large fam1}y. The famlly of necesslty

r:ecelved assLstance fron the Ctty Welfare ÐeparÈmento

Glgts pnolonged absences had süarted the pnevlous

year at approximately the tlme she reached Ìrer fourteenth

blrühday, Infornratlon from ttre sebool prLncipalr tho forcmer
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vlsltlng teacher, the pnobatl.on offLcer at Èhe JuvenLle

Courto and the counselLor at the Famlly Count was to the

effecü that the three olden slsters hed attended school-

neguS.anly untll thelr fountoenth blnthday and thon tÏ¿oLr

motl.¡er strcply renoved them frc'm school 1n spf.te of eount

actlon taken agalnst ber conoennlng two of then"

Many absenceg of ühree to ffvo days dunatlon in

the falI of 1956 nesulted ln a numben of bome vlslËs ar¡d

lntervLews by the vlslting teaeÏ¿ers &s well as telephone

ealls to the mother and Ûo Grn" The mother gave all kinds

of exeuses l}lness¡ laak of clothlng, necesslty Èo have

GLg to babysLt whlle stre was at Clty VüeLfare for her half-

monthly lssue, enbarrassment at havlng no money to pay fhe

sctrool cautlon fee for booksr and ühe llke" The workor

from Clty trlfelfane and the school nurso vislted tlre home

at ühe pequest of the vlsltlng teacher" {lfrere luas no

evidenee of llIness" The fanily was well caned fon flnan-

cl.aIly, eompared to oüher famll-ies of sLmllan size who were

recelvlng asslstance. There n¡as no need for G* to be kept

Ïrome as an older slster wh.o was temponanlly unernpS-oyed was

able to üend übe one pF€*SChooI clrlld -- sevon of the chlI-

dron äer6 ln scbool and all the younger ones atüendlng verXf

well, The eoÌzsensus of Welfare Iflorker, nurse and vLsitlng

teacher was that the mother was s1mp1y koeplng G19 at bsme
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so she (th.e mother) could har¡e some spare time to visit

friend,s and neighbours"

å.s a rosu-lt of these inr¡estigations, a ckrarge was

laid against the moth.er u-ndez' the tompulsory School A.tten-

dance Act, She plea-d-ed guil-ty In cou"rt and was remanded one

ruonth to see hov¡ she couJcl improve her daughter'Îs atb'endance

at school. The judge did not wish. to fine tkre mother because

sho was already receiving public assistance, and- he did- not

care to detain Ïrer because of the number of children at h'ome '

After one month, in which attendance was quite good, the

case was closed at court.

Tn Januar¡r, !957, Glgts mother notified the visiting

teacher that her daughter had run a-rüay f rom home " The fact

that she would not contact the polj-ce made *1rts exlt look as

though Ít ha-d been pre-arra.nged" The Welfare worker vlsited

the home to acquaint the mother with thre fact that financial

assistance was available only to those chil-dren resid-ing at

home" G* üiras back at horne the follovøing morning. Howevert

She did not return to school, so a charge of habitual- truanc¡r

under the Juvenile Delinquentrs Act was laid against Gtg-

The judge¡ after being made aware e1' ¿]1 the evidence

that was available, gavo Gtg a choice of either school or

commÍttal to a home f or del-ino,uent girls " Glg chose the

former but her attendance was good for only three weeks "

The visiting teacher counsell-ecl hor at school concernÍ'ng
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the necessity of attendane.o in ord-er to pass hrer gra-d"e"

This girl at such sessions alvrays shovu'eä interest in school

but maintained her rnother needeC- help at home.

A final visit concerning Glgrs whereabou-ts in March

of 195? evoked the lnformation from the mother that the older

daughter, wþo had proviously been able to help at homee was

now gainfully employed, that she (the mother) was ill much

of th.e time due to pregnancy, and that she now had a real

need for Gtn at kLome.

The whol-o matter vuas again discu.ssed informally by

the visiting teachen with the school principal, ijUelfare

worker, probation officer and school nurse " There was unan-

irnou.s agreement that a school-leaving permit be given in

ord.er to alIow G* to work at home. The permit was granted

in March t 1957 "

Grn worked at krome f or the next sÍx months ' She

tkren obtained. work in a sewing factory where she is still

employed (as of June, l95B). she lives at home, helps with

the i¡vork there and con.tributes financially to the upkeep

of the family. she appears to bo quite happy with. her lot

and expresses no desiro whatever: to return to school nor

to embark on an evening school course.

The case of G--15

The case of G15 gives evidence to sh.ow that a change
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of academic program, along with otirer factorse can offer

adequate stimulation to impz"ove oners attendance at school"

GtS lived in a comfortable suite with krer nine-year old

brother and her rnother who worked in a f actory " Her father
worked on the Dew Line in the far north so vüas absent fr.om

the krome for periods of six to twelve months,

GtS often absented krerself from school. Sometlmes

this r¡¡as duo to illness but more often she simpl¡r stayed

at Ïrome to play records or else she spent ùhe day sitting

in resùaurants near thre school, Sometimes she had compan-

j-ons with her and sometines she spont the whole day by her-

self'. GtS divulgecl no reasons for her absence other tkLan

courplete lack of interest in academlc subjects" She was of

good average abilityr ¡ret she hrad very poor grades.

The visiting teacher had numorolr-s interviev¡s with

G* and with her mother" It appeared that the mother made

only a token effort to keep her daughter in school-. The

mother did not take too kindl¡r to the suggestion th.at she

might wish to relinquish her job for the welfare of her

famil¡r. Tho fatherrs financia-l contribu-tton was more than

enough to keep the faml1y j-n mod.erate circumstances" Finally'

wkren G]5ts lack of attenda"nce reached serious proportions in

Aprll and May of 195?, the visiting teacher, after full dis-

cussion of the situation with the principal and l:.ome-room
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suggestlons:

1. tna¡rsfen üo a dlfferent scbool qnd a dlffer-
ent eourse for üh.e followlng Yêer;

2. mother remaln at home rathor than continue Èo

wonk;

3o notificatlon to father of tho sonlougnesg of the

sltuatlon, particulerly that unless Lmprovement

ïÌrene forthcomlng quickly, authonltatlve actl"on

would have'to be taken through the court;

4. two lnfomral lntervlews wlüh. a female pnobation

offlcer at Juvenlle Court.

Although GtU had nevor been at the Juvenlle Court¡

she took rather klndly to ttre fniendly counselllng servlce

offs:r,ed by tbe probaülon offlcen' lhe two lntervlews took

place 1n the offlce of the pnobatlon officer. No officlal-

rocord of thls sort of Finfor:nral probatlontt ls kept at the

court beeause no offleiel rlchargett of any klnd 1s made.

All neeessary arrangements for the lntervLews had been nade

by the vlsltlng teacher and pnobatlon offieer"

Gl5t s father returned b.ome the foLlowlng monüh"

IIe deeldod to obtaùr work ln Wlnnlpeg rathen than neturn fo

the far nortb. I{e was able to persuade hls wife that !t

w&s unnecessary for her to wonk. He showed a keen lnterest
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in his daughterts welfare. The family agreed that a change

to a different school would be worthuhile.r so in September,

195?, Gl-b enrolJed in the terminal course at the Sisler High

School "

The terminal course was a rrew venture in schooL

eurriculum in irüinnipege designed primarily for stu.d-ents who

were making extremely slow progress 1n ùhe regular academic

classes and yet wero of normal intelllgencen Some of the

better features of the terminal course ïuere that it was a

two-yoar course with twj-ce as much time devoted to horne

economics; some commercial sttbjeets such as typing wero

off ered; it was a juníor high sch"ool- curriculum but as there

were both junior and senior high school- classes in the school

it was possible for the students to mingle with students of

their ourn age; the teachers of the course lvere very care-

fu11y selected and made tl¡.emselves a$iare of the studentsl

prevlous problems and offered counselling services in which

they showed a keen interest and a broad understanding of

the studentsf needs"

G* has just completed ono year ín the terminal

course. Her interest in school has changed completely for

the better" Her teaehers are well satisfied with her

academie results " A.t the request of herself and other

students, a half-hour of ùyping instru.ction was given during
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the noon rocoss, She was absent 4õ days but this was due

to iLlness o Ílxe Sisler schooL ls three Ëlmes as far from

ben home as the Aberdeon School. It is her lntention now üo

attend scbool for aü least one more year fn splte of the

fact that the conpulsory provlslons of attendance end when

she reaches her sl-Eteenth blnthday on Sepüember l0t'h, 1958.

So many lnfluences entered the situation regardl-ng

GlSts attendarrce at school that it 1s practlcally lmposslble

tø say wblch facüore &ol3ê tban arry otherr caused the change

tn attltud,e wtrl"ch resulted ln lmpnovod atüenda.nce and academlc

:pesults" Was the f¡rlendly counselLlng of the probatlon of-

fleen nesponslble fon the clranged aÈtltude? Was lt the

retr¡rn of ber fatkrer to tÏre home? IIIas lt the mothônts re-

llnquishlng her employment? Dld the posslblltty of LegaL

actlon enter lnto lt ? IVas lt Èh.e new course ln tlre new

scÏùool wlth dlffenent teachers? It ls qulte posslble that

al-L faetors played thelr pant. In tho oplnlon of G* Tror-

self it was the change üo the temrlnal eourso with subJects

taught at a level whlch she was able to compnehend, Èþat

made lt posslble for her to see tho value of beüter atfen-

dance and renewed interest ln gchool'

The casô of G*

The ease of G11 points out tho faet that unless

thore is some co-operatlon from some member of Ëhe fanlly
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This family always gave

operate but they simply

into actions.
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f o achieve any røorthwhile result.
the i-mpression of lvanting to co-

seemed unable to put their word.s

Gra first came to the visiting teacherrs attention

in October, 1956. She brad been absent eight consecutive

mornings. Her father¡ ân automobile salosman, could not be

reached" Her mother worked every morning at two different

liquor contnission stores. Mrs. Gtt felt th.at lack of interest

and fear of October examinations was a1l- that kept her daughter

away from school. GIJ didnrt }ike being with people and her

motherts efforts to get her to join a church group or the

Y"Vf " C "A " had be en to no avail .

For the next two months the visiting teacher held

weekly interviews wi-th Gll_'i-n arr effort to get at the root

of her probl-ems and to rouse her Ínterest in group *s¿ivit¡r.

Both eff orts brou.ght negative resu-Lts, Gtt did, li.tÙle more

than pay lip-sorvice to her difficulties. It r,vas quite

apparent to the visiting teacher that the proper base from

which to start proceedings was a psychiatrÍ.c examination"

But it was impossible to enlist the co-operation of either

parent. The fatkrer wor.rld do nothing unless his wife gave

her full co-operåtion, Thre mother felt thore was no longer

a problern beeause Gl'ts attendance was quite commendable

for these two months "
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Tn order to see how long the good attendar¡ce would

last¡ fro furühon conùects wero made with G* on her paronts

for slå weeks n At Èhe end of that tlme, in Febrmarye 1957,

lt was found Èhat G* had been absent f¡rom school aLmost

ever5r morraing sinee the openlng of tho second Èorm in Jan-

uaryø Consultatlon wlth tbe mother at home negardfng ühe

serlousness of the situatlon brought forth thls ¡remarkt t'Gll

sÈays a¡seke most of th.e ntght wornylng about school tho next

day and thls nati¡:rally leaves her so Èined that she needs the

mornlng at home for negt.ll A detalled explanatlon to Mrs"

G* of tlre psychlatrlc servlce evallable aü tJre Child Guid-

ance Cllnlc of Greaten Ttlfr¡nlpegr or üho se:rvlcos of a prlvaüe

psychlat¡rist lf the fanlly deslred lt, brought forth a posl-

tlve arrstser" Mrs. G11, lt seemed f:r,om the lntervlew, at

last nealized the necesslty of help for her daugbter" &rt

tt¡o terms on whlch she oxpocted tho examinatlon to be ca¡r.rled

out wene sucÏÀ ühat they could not bo meto Mrs. G* would

have only a female psychlatrisü and her daughter was not,

under any clrcumsüances, üo lmow that sh.e was undergof-ng

psychlatrlc dlagnosls. She was to bo tol-d only that she

was havlng a modlcal examlnatlono Two later lnterviews with

Mtrs" Gtt and one wlth her husband 1n an effont to tny to

establlsh a more eo-oporatlve basi-s fnon whfeh üo start
psychlatrlc pnoceedings¡ only soemod to emphaslze the faet

that mother as well as daughten was ln need of psychlatrLc

asseggnent"
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Nelthen mother nor fathen would modify thelr terms"

Nolther woulô they conslder neferring t'helr daughter to a

medlcaL doctor beeause ttHo told us two yeans ago thaü Gtt

ls ln good ÏreaIüh.tt As there was no furthen change 1n attl-

tude on t?re part of the parents, and as GLlt* attendance was

only flfty pen cent fon the followlng two monthsr a charge

of habltual truancy was lald- at the Juvenlle and Fe$i1y Count.

TLre case was heard 1n M"y, 195?' G'' pleaded guilty and

pnomf.sed to return to schoolo She attended well during the

month. of June¡ but¡ å.s wâs to be expected, ghe dld not pass

her final exa^mfnaÈlons "

fhe good attendance roeord continued during the

month of September but ln October G* revented to her oLd

hablt of bolng a trfifty per centêr.nrr Four ttmes the members

of the teaclrlng süaff dlscovered that G* had gone to sch.ool

but had spent the whole mornlng 1n tbe glnls t wagbroorno

lhe parents wene agaln approaehed on the basLs that ff spoütyrr

atüendanco was only s¡mptomatlo of some doeper piroblem and

Ëhat fu¡rüþ¿er help was needed. Ratbe¡r than submlt G,, to a

psycblatrlc examlnation tho parents tnled first to Enroll

he¡r 1n a pnlvate buslness college sinco stre shovred an Lnter-

est ln typlng. No eollege would aeoept her, so the parents

then t:rled to find empLo¡rment for her, hoping to get a

seh.ool-leav1ng permlt lf she were to become galnfully en-
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ployed" !-t/hen they could flnd no employrnent whatevere they

iransferred G* to a parocìrial scl:ool- sinee they came to tne

conelusion at this time tha-b it must be *rlts school- envi::on-

ment that had caused her to lose interest 
"

/ì! rs attendance at the parochial school \ryas worso"11
than in the public schoo], Tkre fact that the parochial

schooJ had a fenale visiting teacher made plans for a psy-

ehiatric exâ.mination appear brighter, since a stalement had

been r.eached with the mal-e visiting teacher in the forrner

schoo]" The female visiting teacher made good progress in
getting much more co-operation from the par.ents, and in a

short time all was in reacliness. Hotrurever, at the last minute

the parents again with.drew from having anything to do with a

psychiatric examination. Since G* was at this time only a

few months from her sixteenth birthday and since no further
co-operatlon of any klnd seemed to be forthcoming from hor

parents, she was granted a school-leaving permit to work at

Ïrome and for friends and neighbours. Vtihile she gives the

outrvard appearance of being quite content doing this, it
soems that she has many personality problerns which, if not

given any attention in the near future, will have a permanent

effect on her abillty to live out a happy and wholesome 1ife.

The case of G*

The case of G* is one in wirieh prolonged counselling
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by the visiting teacher plus the co-operation of the teacher,

the principal, tire scirool nurse, and ihe psychologist resulted

in helping an emotionall¡r disturbed gir'I make a much happier

scllool adjustment "

G..Z, an only childr vùas referrod in Novemìcer, 1956,

by her clasSroom teacher. Reasons for roferua] were for

poor social and personal adjustment and frequent absences '
G..Z seemed unhappy and used questionable excuses for absences

and for ottrer incidents at school. She stayed aïvay from

Ïrome economics classes because the food sire ate there made

her il]. She stayed alryay from school because she vr¡as scared

of sone gír1s in her class. She had trouble controlling krer

temper when Someone annoyed her, She stopped playing the

alto horn in the school orchestra because she found it tqre-

volting to use it after a boy.tt She told her teacher she

was bored with life and didntt care what happened to her.

The first Ínterview with G12 reveal-ed a host of

family problems which were later substantiated by visits to

the home, interviews with parents, and contacts with the worker

at the Family Court. nl' llved with her mother in one large,

dirty room on the second floor of a large rooming house o

Afl the family furniture and possessions rr/erê in this room,

leaving barely enougkr floor space to walk into it. The

parents had separated one year before. Tkre Court had awarded

custody of G* to the mother because the father was an alc-oholic"



- q'l

Howevenu GIA preferned her father and often went to see b.1m"

wlthout her motherrs penarlsslone to tell hlm of her dlffl-
cultles. Ho was unable to do much for her because of ønLy

casual emplo¡nnont a¡ld the refusal of her mother to talk to

h1m, Tho mother was a neurotlc" She talked constantly and

v€ry loudly of what sÌ¡e would do to G* i-f she dtdnrt aütend

school better and make better marks " Tho moüb.er to"tuA ln

a whoLesale 1n ondor to suppont horself and daughtoro Her

Trusband was unable to make the neoessary monthr.ly pa¡rmenüs

whleh had been awarded by the Courü.

Accordlng ùo &lp, her motïrer ltblastedl¡ frer so mueh

fon non-attendance and for poor marks ln examlnatlons ühat

sho found sol-ace ln ùhe supre&e calm of the room after her

moüher went off to workn A cheek of the school neconds showed

that G* was one of the brlghtest students 1n the elass and

had only one fallune Ln her 0ctober examlnatlone - a mank

af 47 ln ÞrgllsÏr" As lt was tbe only Èlme stre had ever

fall-ed an examlnatlon slnce sta:ntlng to sclroolr Trer mother

kept scoldlng and nldlcullng Ïrer every day. AIl the roo¡n€rst

of whom there were nany in the house, heand all the quarrels

betweon mother and daughter, lilhen G* would tny to explain

that her manks werenlt too badr trer mother wouLd screa.n

and swear at ber and h1t hor, untll they would conel-ude the

fraoas wlth vl-ol-ent epitbets. ThLs sÈate of affalrs con,-
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tinued for such a long period of time that G..Z pleaded with

her father to place her in rra hoinott. Eventually her father

took her to a probation offieer at the Juvenile Court and

requ-ested sallie, but the expense of placement in any twe of

institution was more thran he could bear¡ so the matter $¡aS

forgotten as far as he was concernod.

After as careful an Ínvestigation of the school

and home conditlons aS seemed necessary, the visiting teacher

started a plan by vrhich lt was hoped to build up Gttrs ego

to the state where sh.e wouJd feel Lrersel-f the equal of her

schoolmates. It was easy to get help foz'this at the sch-ool"

The principal and classroom teacher went out of their way to

remark on some good work she had accomplished. The school

nurse brad her examined by the doetor to assure her she was

in good health. But the task of getting G12rs mothrer to

see that krer daughter was doing reasonably well was difficul-t

indeed. The mother simply irould not listen for any length

of time wj-thout interrupting with remarks on how dumb her

daughtor was and the reason for this was that she took after

hor wa¡rward father.
Finally an i-ntervi-ew v¡ith Grrts father at the

school was arranged. IIe appeared to be realistic and sensible

and sholved interest in hls daughterrs welfaro but seemed in-

adequate to do muckr beeause of the seriou-s rift between him-
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solf and hls wife" Eo displayed laalfe and can opener wounds

on his hands¡ âIttrs and face, lnflleted by his wlfe durlng

temper tantnrms. In thls lntervlev¿ with the father, and

two suceeedlng ones, tþ¿o destrablllty of mafntainfng a

wholosome interosü ln bls daughter was emphaslzedr and bls

servlces were enllsted in tr¡rÍ¡1g to get ber to se6 thaf

hen school aehievement was much better than even she thoi.ight

it was.

It was Ïroped to seek help from the probatf-on offi-cer

to glve furthor counselllng to the mother concernlng her

daughterrs abllltles but this was not possible because the

mother Ïn:ew nothlng of hen Ïrusband and daughterts request

to the Court for placement. The father had asked that if

be kept confldential as he lsrew that hls wlfe would never

have gfven permisslon f or such a roql¡est '
GL'' s attendance, lnstoad of irepnovlngr got wors@

for tlre montbs of Doeembei:o Ja¡uary, a¡d Febnrary. The

efforts of father, school- pensonnel, and visiting teacher

seemed to be offset by tho vtolent nopnimands of the motlaer"

The visltlng toachen contlnuød to eouns"l GlZ ollcô a w€okn

Her attitude Èo her mother was well summed up ln thls state-

mento flI have to take from my mother aII the abuse that nay

father would have had to taker plus ühe ridicule sho Lreaps

on my an¡rway.tt Her attltude to school was that she had
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now beon absent more than õO days so she couLdnlt pass

anyway, accordlng to what her classmatos told trer, llso I
just want to truant so I w111 be placed ln reform scbool

so I can get a\f,ray f rom everyone ol¡ F\rrther efforts vrere

made by prlncipal- and vlslting teaeher to show that sb.o wag

not doomed to fallune. Flna1ly, an lndivldual test of mental

ablllty was adminlstered to prove to G* that she was not a.

moron as hen mother Ïrad so often toLd hern The psychologist

spent considerable tlme dlscussing wltb G* the posiflve

results of regular attendanco and etrange sf attltudo to

one of suceess rather than fallunø.

GIZts attondance began to improve ln March and

Aprll of 1957. Sbe surprised even trerself by passing all

Easüer exams but one major subject and ono mj.nor subjecü"

But, what was much more lmportant" krer attitude changed fon

the better. Even though she sü111 talkod of fallure 1n ber

intorvlews with the visttlng teachers she was Ln a much

happler mood and would talk Joklngly of the days she spent

quietly at home whon stre should bave beon at scb.ool. In-

terviews were terrnlnated tn the firsü week of June by whÍch

tlne G12 seemed to have reached. the point whene she was

preparod to meet alone tho challenge of final examfnaÈ1ons"

Thls student passed the examlnatlon in every su'b-

ject ln June ' 1957. She proceeded to grade elght for the
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195?-58 tornr. The vlsltlng teacher kept 1n toucLr tslth hor

atÈondanco, academlc standinge and lnterest ln sctrool through

brlef contacüs with the principal and teacher. No further

eounselllng servlce was offered nor dld any seem to be ne-

qutned. The vlsltlng teachen interviewed her onJ-y twLce

durlng tbe fu}1 year, Ín September to congratulate her on

hen showlng of the previous year, and fn June of 1958 to

congnatulaüe her again on her f.mprovenont ln general attltude

and lnterest, attendanco, and academlc achlevement.

In the school year 1956-57, GO had absented trer-

self for ?1 days; in 1957-58 thls number was reduced to

seven arrd ohe-haLf da;rs, all due to 1}lness" She passed

a].l flnal exanfnaüfons 1n June of 1958. Hor narks were

above ?4 1n all but ono subject. But her mother was stlll
ftbeeftnglt over a mark oî 4? ln matirematÍcs at Easter. fn

Urrt" oplnlonr her mothents attltude had lmprovsd, buË only

sl1ght1y¡ durlng the yean. GLZ was abLe to vlslt her fath.er'

bntofly almost evory day thls year" Thls she seemed to

enJoy. She folt that hen attLtude to school had changed

sl"nply because the vlsltlng teach,ern teaeher, and prlnclpal

had flnal}y convinced her that Inore beneflts and enjo¡nnent

were available fnom school lf one took an lntorest tn 1t

and atÈended regularly.
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The ease of B,

The case of BU f.s an lnterestlng psychologleal and

psychlatrlc stud,y of a boy wlËh extremely poolâ attendanee

stomnrf.ng f rom multlple factons ln the home envlronmenü u

Thls boy had. good average ablllty and was always welL llked

by hts classmates. He aütended elementary school wlthout

any dlfflculty but absenees bogan when he transferrod Èo

Jlinlor hlgh school. He cape to the attentLon of the vlslt-

lng teacher Ln $eptembene 1956r when Tre was nepeatlng grado

ssvono IIe had been lmown to a differont vlsltlng teacher

tho prevlous year wlren Ïre had beon absont 9? days" Stops

had boen taken totyands a psychlatnlc sËudye but the mother

had declded agalnst 1t aÈ ühe last mfnute. After the vlslË-

lng Ëeacho¡ made th:ree calls aÈ the homo ln Septemben, L956

the ¡aother and boy became convLnced that additlonal Ïrelp was

neededo A full psychological and psycbiatrlc f.nvostigatLon

was completed ln ühe folLowing sf.x weoks " Ð.rning tbls tlme

the vislting teaehe¡r rvorked Ín a mlnor capacltyr keeplng

hfunself and. tho echool lnfomod of the actfon boing taken

at Èhe ghlld Guldanco Cllnlc where the dlagnosls was belng

d,ono and caso work carrled on; eallfng at the homo perlodf-

oa1Ly üo try to enIlgt Uõtu l-ntorest ln sehool; arraRglng

for a transfen to another school when Èhis acÈLon wâB rlêcoltr-

monded by the cl-tnlc tea¡r of psychlatrlst, psyc}rologist,
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cllnlcal psychologlst¡ ârld psychiatrle soclal worker; and

arranglng for transfer of school data to the lnstltutlon

where B, was later Plaeed'

Bõ t u most tnar¡¡ratlc experience bad been the deafh

of his fathor 1n 1954. Following thls he was nervous¡ t€ngee

and became upsot easlly at sch.ool as well as at home. Hls

moth.er contlnually remlnded h.1m of hf.s father, whlch would

lncnease ttre reactlon of emotLonal upset and crying. His

mother would take hlm to scflool but he would run h'ome " In

the wlnter of l-955, nine months bofore the clinical study

was begun¡ he wag transfenred to a dlfferent school at the

request of hls mothen, ln the hope that a change of scbool

atmosphere would brlng lmprovement. But th.e Sltuatlon only

got wonse. His mother always had excuses to offer f or trls

absences. Stre seemed to be extremely ovorprotectlve. 5he

whole dlffieulty appeared üo be centered at trome" The fanily

moved to Tononto ln June of 1955, hoplng that such a move

would change the sltuatlon. No change wes forthcomlng 80

they retunned to Wlnnipeg two months lafer'

The home situation lent ltself to the type of pnoblem

B, dovoLoped to be, The house was extrefi[ely untldy¡ dlrty,

dlsorganlzed, and not at all comfortabl-e. The mother showed

no aptitude for any work at home. The place always showed

signs of neglect" The two bedrooms and kitchon terofilthy
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The corners were fulL of crumbs, dust and garbage. The

Èable and slnk were always found fu}l of dlrty dlshes.

Bõtr mother seemed very fond of hlm" slre h.erself

had attended sctrool only spasmodlcally due to constant moves.

At the age of 15, and ln grade four, she bad to stay at krome

and look aften yotmger slbllngs whlle her mothor worked"

Hor paronts. had separated as her father wa's a dn¡nkard and

pnovlded nothlng for tbe fam1ly. She later worked in a dress

factory" Bõ bad two slstersr one older and one yoi¡nger. lh@

older ono qt&s pregnant at' !4 yoars and marrled at 15. The

younger one was beglnnlng to exhlbtt slmllan behavlour patterns'

The fatheno wbo had emlgrated to Canada from Austr'la at the

åge of L0 yoars' had boen 8II extremely demandlng and donln-

esring map. He exertêd stern dlsclpllne at home and was

walÈed. on hand and f oot " He had jolned tb'e Canadian Ar"ray

ln the second war but TYas later dlscharged due to a Ïreart

alLn¡ent. Hs necelved a parttal penslon from the Depantment

of Vstera"B.s t Affalns " He was employed ln a shoe süore 1n

ïVinnlpeg but was a semi-lnvalld tho last two years of hLs

llfe and worked part-Èime at repainf.ng shoes in a llttIe

shop lre mado ln the back porch of the home o

The psychlatrlst at tho Chlld Guldance Cllnte

i.ntervisl¡¡od Bg and hls mother. A suümary of hls lmpnosslons

follows, Ile found B, to bo well deveLopod, and of good
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intelllgence.Heüendedtobelm¿ature,sensltlve,andto
be subJect to feellngs of inferlorlty" A great doal of

sltuatlonal depresslon vras present following the fathsrrs

deatb. There was a strong tendency to fantasy and a

posslblllty of tromesexual trends"

The psychlatrlst found B3 t " motkrer to be the

dra¡aatlc type¡ dependent and looklng for someone to lear'r ono

Attheendoftbeintervlewshestated,.'Itngladltsall
in somebody elsers krands IIow.R She sêemed rattren b'opeless

about ttre future ' She was worrled about trer daughtens as

mueh. as about her sono the only way she knew of trylng üo

get some results out of B, was by stlrrlng up hls gullt

foellngs and arouslng hls anxlety'

Theþsychlat:rlstreferredBrtotboellnlcalpsy-
chologlst for personallty tests' rhreo tests were adml-nlsüered

at three dlfforent tlmes' The followlng short suffilary gl"ves

sone lndlcatlon of übe psychologistts flndlngs from th'e Ð[aaw

aPlctunefest¡t}resyrrondsPlctunestoryTest,andttre
Rorschach ( tt lnk-blott¡ ) Test '

Therecordsoft}retestssuggestedspecifleproblems

of adJustment at home aJld at school tn addltlon to a rather

generallzed lmmaturlty. B5 was not fr:nctlonlng at hls ln-

Èellectual capaclty, IIls rar¡8e of lnterOsts was nestnicted

conslderlng hls â8ês and be reflected lack of sülmulatlon

from h.ls envlronment. HO dld not appoar to possess much
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creatlvlty or origlnalfty 1n hls thinklng, At times he

resorted to fantasy as componsaËlon fon noaL llfe dLssat-

lsfactlon" Advontune, troublo with polleea falso accusa-

Ëionsu and happy endlngs were necurrent themes ln hls fantasy,

His adJustmont appear"od baslcally lntrovensfvo ln

natune, H6 ssemed unce¡rtaln of the fuüune and somowhat

susplclous of other poople, Hls emotlonal reactlons geemed

to be unden tenuous contnol, He attempted to cope wlth his
anxJ-etios through lntellecÈuallzatlon. Hls ldentlftcatlon
appoaned. mascullne but lnmatu:re, Infenlorlty feellngs may

have been augnontod by sibllng rlvalny.
Tt¡e resulüs of flndlngs of the cllnfe team of

psychlatrlst n psychologlst, cJ.lnleal psyctrologist¡ psychla-

trlc soclaL worker and vlslflng tsacher were pooled and

dlscussed at length at a cl-lnlc eonferenco. The consensus

was that insûltutlonal placoment for Bg nlgbt be advi.sable

becanrso of his need for adulf supportr hls own lnmraturlty,

and because ho appeaned üo possess the potential fon lm-

provod adJustnent. Howevon, one further Èrlal- adJusËment

poriod was recommonded flrst r'¡lth a change of scbooL for.

B, and a contlnuatf.on of casewonk with mother and boy by

the psychlatnic soclal worker.

NeLÈho:r' of the short to¡ra suggesÈions worked. %
atüended Èhe new school 1n erratLc fashlone avenaglng less



- 101

than two days per vreek in January and the flrst half of

Fobnrary s Lg57. Nelther he nor Ïris motkrer kept appointments

with the social worker at the Child Guidance Clínlc " B3

jolned a street gang of boys and became engaged in such

acüivltl-es as breaklng and enterlngo As a result of thlS

he was placed 1n the Hugh John Macd.onald Memorlal Hostel

for- two years, a soclal worker from the Department of

Veterans r Affairs Ùhen took charge of caseslorkt partleu-lanI;r

along the l1ne of fi.rtune plannlng, for Br'

IJl¡hlle at the Hostef, Bõ continued to attend a public

scbool. Hls attendance hras been good although the actual

flgures lrî/ere not obtalned for 195?-58" His adjustment to

livlng in the Hostel has been good. It appears that' wlth

a eontinuation of sone supervislon from an outside source

when b.e leaves tlre Hostel, there ls a fairly good posslbillty

of adequate adjustment for B, to become a urorthï'hlle citlzeno

clo se

of an

The case of BU

The case of Bu hlghllghts the advantage of h.avlng

Ila1son r'/1th a eommunlty agency whon the dlsposition

agency cas€ depends upon sckrool attondance '
BU was the oldest of six chlldren. The

emlgrated to Winnipeg from Europe 1n 195õ" fhey

East Kltdonan unti] February, L957 " At that tlme

famlly

llved ln

the mother
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obfalned a legal separatÍ.on from hor krusba¡rd who was llving

in a common-law arrangement wiih anot'her womarl" The mother

dld cleanlng work 1n various homes in order to finance her

famlly. Although Buts attendance h.ad been falr'ly good ln

Easü Kllcionan, ho started to Èruant the thlrd week after

he tnansfemed to the Aberdeen School. He jolned a small

gang of boys on Ïris street and they all began staylng away

from home as well as from school.

In May of J:957, B6 and throe of his companlons

were apprehended by the pollce for theft of bicycles and

breaklng and enterlng a grocery store 1n the countr:y. BU I s

mothere â CorrSclentlouse hard-worklng nomanr pald bls ffne

and asked that he be plaeecl on probatlon to the Court as she

coulcl not manage hlm at home. He nade weekly vlslts to the

probation offieø¡: and rêportod on hls progress at school and

hls conduct at bone. At the sa4e tlme the vlsitlng teachert

at the request of tho Csurtr cbecked B6t" attendance and

gave counselling servlce üo hlm at the sch.oolo One of the

stipulatlons of the Court was thaù he must attend scbool

ever5r day"

86 atÈended school practlcel]y every day until the

end of June. He kept hts appoinüments wlth tho pnobatlon

officsr at the Court and with the visltlng teachor at the

school. IIe obtalnod a provlsional pass to Srad-e eighto He
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kept reasonable hours and was at home every evening by

nlne otclock. *{11 appoared to be going weII"

However, durÍ-ng tb.e sulfrner vacatlon BU beca¡ae

involved for a second tlme ln breakingo entering and theft"

,{galn the Court was }enient. After detainlng fÉrfl for two

weeks, they released trlm under the same conditions as l-n

lúay; namely, that he keep good b.ours and report to the

probation offlcer and vlslting teacTrer at pre-arnanged

times. Thls time the results wene the opposlte to wtraü they

had boen 1n May and Jr¡ne" B6 kept llone of hls appoLnüruents"

Ile dld not attond school and ra¡ away from hone. After

gettlng involved 1n an escapado with a stolen moüoreycler

he was sont to the Portage la Pralrie Hone for Boys for

elgþteen months o

86tr adjustment and progress 1n tbe controlled

envlronment of the Portage lnstitutlon tras been qulte

commendable. Accondlng to the report necelved by tbe

probatlon offlcer !n eerly June of 1958r there was every

lndlcatlon ühat he would pass hls flnal grade eight examin-

atlons. However, what w111 b.appen when he ls neleased from

the Portage lnstltution, likeIy at chnistmasr 1958, only

the future ürill tell'

In presenting these sj-x typlcal cases' the ehief
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purpose has been to brlng to 1lght the many negatlve factors,

the majorlty of whlch seem to stem fnom tho home and nelgh-

bourhood environment, that enter lnüo the problems of non-

attendance of each chlld belng studled"



CHAPTER VIT

EFFORTS OF VISITING TEACTMR Æ{D

SOCIAL AGETCIES TO PROMOTE
BETTER ATTENÐANCE

F,¡¡nctlon of the VlsLting Teactrrer

TL.revislÈlngteacherorschooJ.soclalworkorg

tlrrough counselllng wtd,/er case work serviee ¡ Câ.'' help a

problemchl]dtofunctlonmoread'equatelyasapersonln

relation to thoso people with whom he l1ves and works during

the school day, The funetlon of tbg vlsiting teacher is to

holp the chlld who indlcates that he is bavÍng dlffleulfy

ln }'is use of the school expenlonce by suctr behavlour as

tnrancy,poorachlevemgnt¡devlantbehavlour¡etoallng,and

so fortb. Ttre vlsltlng teacher glves ùhls service tlrrough

worklngwlththechl}dandtheparentråSwe1laswltkl

schoo}pgrsotrllelandwithconmunityaggncles.Becauseof

Ïrls baekgnound. and üratning in soelal case$tork, and because

helspartofthescTroolstaff,tlrevlsltlngteacherlsln

a poeltlon to interpi:et the progra¡n and polieies of conmun-

"ltyagenclestoprlneipalsandteacT¡ersand,lnturn,fo
lnterpr:et school pollcles and pnactlces Èo cormunlËy agon-

eles. Thls type of llalson servlco was uülI1zed 1n hølplng

manyoftfrefortyc}ri].drenbrougbËtotheaËtentlonofühe

vlsitlng teact¿or.

-t05-
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@.q^g!-þn--9€-.t-þp-.-!q$tgf ii;.y/lgencies

lLre social agencles of the coinmunitg play a very

important ::ole Ín the work of trying ì;o improve honae con-

d.itions and promoto betten school attend.ance. Every family

represented by each of the forty studenös was o¡- had been

aetlve witir. one or mone sociaL agencles. !ühile 1t was more

beneflcial for the visiting teacher to work with the chlld

and his farnily on the aspecüs of his problem that relaüod.

directly to hÍs school dlfflculties, many of the difficultles

ruere frequ-ent1y symptoros of deeper u¡rderlyins probleins in-

volvlng aspects of the home and neÍ-ghbounhood which othen

agencies l,\rere more speclfically orj-enied to handle. For this

reason iü was necosse.ry to work co-operatively with the wonkers

of otlrer agencies in orden that ühe best possible nesults be

obtained.. Sometimes the natune of the case was such that the

social agency assumed. the ful1 responsibility for it, but

usually the effort put fonth was a coondinated one with the

visÍting teachor and wonker from oire or more agencies wonk-

i.ng on a co-operaüÍve basis.

Table 23 gives årr indicatlon of the involvernont of

the forty families wiih the vanious social ageneies" The

table doos not include tho social sorvlce departments of the

varíous hospitals. Also excluded are the nr¡nben of st'ud.ents

lc:own to the d.epartments of the Child Guldance Clinic. Natur-



aIly they T,lere

but many i^rero

rdere lanown üo

Name of Ageney

Childnent s .¿Li-d Society

City i¡felfane

Departnront of
Votoransr Affains

Family Allowance

Fanily Bureau

Famlly Court

Juvenile Count (Truancy)

Juvenile Count
( OtYren lufisdemoanoun )

Provlncial Welfare
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all }c'roron to the visiting teacher,

h:own to the psychology d.epartment,

the psyciriatrie d.epartraent" Tl¡ree

TÁ,BLE 23

NUI,IBER OF FAI.mLTES KNOhIN T0
PANTTCULAR SOCTAL AGENC]ES

7

l_1

t5
1B

departraent,

and- tl'lo

other girls

Total

2

É.

B

2l
B

22

29

1

2

3

10

2

1

3

5

11

6

14

5

2l+

9

10

h

and tr¿o boys had. undergone a psychiat¡rlc diagnosis at the

request of the social ag€ncy which was wonking trlth thenr'

The ovidence f?om tkre table shows that the familíes

required soclal assi-stance f?om four partlci.r.lan agencies to

Farnilies
of Boys

Familles
of Girls
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a larger degree than fr"om othons, City fiielfare was actj-vo

in alnost 75 per cent of the casos; Juvenile Count for mis-

demeanours other than tnuancy in 6O per cent of the cases;

Chlldr"ents Ald Socfety in 55 per cent; and Family Cour.Ë in

52È pør cent of the fam1lios.

The method of wonkLng wlth the forty stìf,d.onüs and

thein famllies is shown in Table 2)+" Agencies lr.ad. been active

ori r¡rere active withr the 16 cases r,¡hich the visitlng teacher

canrled alone, but this singlo metLrod was seleetod either be-

cause lt appeared that no ad.ditlonal agency help was requÍned.

or bocar:so 1ù appeared that impnovement in attend.ance could. be

bnought about through the assured. eo-operation of the student

artd./or parontsn fn some of theso 16 casos, valuablo lnforma-

tion was given to the visiting teacher by the agency worker

lnformatlon givlng details concerning home eond.ltions ürhich

was of groat help ln plan:aing the most boneficlal method of
appnoach to the solution of the farrily pnoblem.

In 2l¡ of the l¡0 families ths approach to the solution
of the problems concenning attendance ?üas a co-openative

venture in which an agency worker, in ad.dltion to the visiting
teaeher, would either vlslt the homo or reqaest ühe parent or.

childr or. both, to aütond fon an lntervlew in the agency

offiee. The amount of work canriod out by the agency wor-ker

depond.edr of course, on ùhe natune of the home dlffieultios



_ 109

and the amounÈ of work accomplished by the visiting teaeher"

fn two cas@s the agCIncy took over all of tho cas@work load

concer"ning the family as we}l as the student. The vÍsiting

teacher merely supplied the weekly record of school atten-

dance and kept the agency infonned of difficulties as Èhey

arose aù school" In the majorlfy of cas6s, however, Ëhe

TABI,E 24

METHODS OF ITìIONKING WITH T}M FORTY FAIVi]LIES

Method Nr,nnber of
Boys

Number of
Girls Total

Vlslting teachon only

V" T, arrd Ckrildrenrs Aid
Soclety

V, To and City ÏUelfare

V. T, and Departmønt of
Veteranst Affairs

Vo To and Famlly Allow-
anc @

V. T. and Family Courf

Vo T, and Juvenile Cor¡rt

V" To and Provlncla]
Ttlelf ane

Vu T. and two or more
agencles

I

6

I

o

1

o

1

o

2

I

2

3

1

1

o

o

4

16

5

4

1

2

o

4

2

6

work was shared by agency worksr and visiÈing teacher, eaeh



110

focusing hls attention on those aspects of the problem i¡¡ith

which his agensy was best quallfied to worku

Of the two boys lnvolved ln a multiple-ageney plan

of treatnent, the agencles which coordlnated thelr efforts

were City Vfelfare, Department of Veteransr Affairs, Juven-

tle Court and Chlld Guidance Cllnieo (the latter not shown

in the tablo ) 1n the case of Bg ( see srirmlary of lnf otlrratùon

on Boys ln appendlx)¡ and Clty Welfare, Chlldrenrs å.ld

Soclety, Provlnelal Tüol-fane, and Juvenile Court ln the case

of B:-g " In the case of the glnls, G5 and Gæ w111 sÔrv@

ås exaniples. Four agencies City Vüelfareo Childrenrs Ald

Soeloty, Juvenllo Court¡ and the TlllnnÍpeg General Hospltal

(Soeial Ssrvice and Psychiaüric Ðepartments - noÈ sþovrn 1n

Table 24) coordlns.ted their resources !n an effort to bnlng

aloout famlly adjustments in order to pemlt uu to obtaln a

reasonably wholesome adjustment at home and at school"

workers from clty welfare, Juvenlle court and Famlly Court

pooled their resources with the vlsltlng Teacher in an

effort t'o be of assÍstance to Grn.

Mentl0n sh.ould be made of the cl0se lialson main-

talned with the Fa:n1ly Allow&nce Brasch sf the Federal

Døpartnent of Health and vvelfare" [he visitlng Teackrer

Ðepantrrent makes uso of the senvices of thls department

on a falrly large scale regardi-ng ebtond-ance of chlldren
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at school" The Famlly All-owances Branch offers foun specific

servi.ces to the Vlsltfng Teae]:.er Department. It is able to

get new addresses of famlllos who h.ave moved and ca¡rnot bo

found, It gives the cornoct birthdate of children whose

agê ls questioned. It mails to parents, at ühe request of

tho Vlstting Teaehen, a $rarning lettor notlfying them of

the necessity of keeping üheir chlldren in regulan atüen-

dance at scbool ln order to qualify for family allowance

payrnonts. Upon reeelpt of a wni.tten roquest it will stop

tbe monthly payment of allolvanee to a family where no effort

whatever is made to send a ch1ld to schoolr or where the

chil-d has been granted a sebool leavlng pernit ln onder fo

become gainfully employed" In many cases thls sonvlce ïuas

consid€red to be noutine and therefore ls not shown ln any

table. Hou¡over, !n the case of the boy and glrl where the

Family Allolvances Branch ls shown to have worked ln co-

operation witb tho visiting teacherp the branch. was respon-

slble for the four speeiflc eervlces mentl-oned here plus

a vlsit to each home by theln investigator to make certain

that conditions were such that the child had to soek employ-

menÈ and was acËuallY emPloYed.

It must be emphasized that cooperation from all

cormrunity agencles was of the highesÈ order. flte servicss

of ùhe Family Allowances Branch ls mentioned slmply because
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people generally are not aware of them,

The ni¡nber of visiting teachen contacts with the

soeial ageney workers ls shown 1n Tabls 25, lVlore than sixty
por eent of the contacts lvero by telephone corununication,

A few of the contacÈs were by way of conferences held in the

office of the soclal agencyo This was usually the procedure

wkren morê than one â.gency r¡Jas ínvolved. At such conferences

all panties would bo brought up to date on whaf had been

aceompllsbedr and a nettr or addltlonal plan of worklng with

the family would be for¡nulated. The remaining contaeüs were

with tbe agency workor, eibh.or at his offlce or in th.o offlee

of the vÍsitlng teaeher at the Aberdoen School. No data

was kept on the length of contact. Conferences were always

more than one hour in duratj.on, but other contacts varied

from a few mlnutest discussion on the telephone to an hounrs

intenview 1n the office"

Visiüing Teachor Casework wlth
Students and Parents

The casework or counselllng of the visiting teacher

with the students and thelr parents is slrown ln Tables 26

and 2?. Again no exaet tlmo analysis ls avallable because

the length of contact was not reeordedo In the case of

student,interviews, Lrowever¡ ârr average of thirty mlnutes

each would be falrly accurate " Only in a few cases of
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necessity $tere students detainod more than one class poriod"

Casual contacts of only a few minutest duration were not

recorded, The great majorlty of student lntenvlews tsok

TA.BLE 25

NUMBER OF VISITING IEACI{ER CONTACTS
IrlITH SOCIAL AGENCIES

Nu.mbon of Contacts
with Agency

nil
1-2
3-4
5-6
7-8
910

11 -l.2
16 or more

Girls

L3

10

I
4

2

1

1

1

place 1n the school but most parent i.ntervierus were at leomo"

Four fathers were lnterviawed 1n the sch.ool. Two of them

dld not live at home, The other two went to the school Èo

avoid the intorruptlons of younger members of ühe farnlly at

krome " Five mothers were inte:rvlewed at sch.ool f or the salne

reason, Many others would bave prefenred an intorview in

I

5

I
2

0

o

o

o

5

5

7

2

2

1

1

t
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th.e offlce of the vislting teacher but they were unable to

make the nocessary aruangenents for tkre care of the ch1}-

dren at home, The average time for each parent lntenvlew

would be between õO and. 45 mlnutes"

rABLE 26

NT]MBEA OF TNTERVIEWS IJI/]TH STUDE]STS

Number of
Interviews

Total

I
3

5

7

I
11

1õ

15

T7

2

4

6

I

10

t2

14

16

18

d

I
15

q

6

6

2

D

2

AuËhonltative Att_gndance Proceduges

A plcture of the more authonltative pnocedures used by

the visiting toacher ls conÈained ln Table 28" The vlsitlng

teacher service operates under tho authority of the SchooL

Number of I Number of,
Boys I Girls

I
2

IO

1

o

2

2

2

2

2

o

5

2

T

@
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since aLl- vislÈing teachers or

TABLE 27

NUIVIBER OF V]SITING TEACTIER
CONTACTS VìIITH PABENTS

se}.ool social

Nr.¡mber of Parents
Number of
Contacts

1

o

5

7

o

11

2

4

6

I

10

12

4

6

4

2

o

0

1

7

I

3

2

3

Tota1

É
a)

t6

L2

E.)

2

6

wonkers ar6 sworn in aS school attendance offleers"

The t?¿*sstt of authorltatlve pnoceduno vary from

exËnomely tfmildtt letters to extrernely serious court charges.

In order sf seriousness they are as follows:

1. I,etter #1, requesting the parent to improve tho
ehild I s attendance;

2 u LeÈt'ør lf2 , asking the parent t s coopenation in
lmprovlng aÙtendance and nequesting a roply
from ùhe parent as to the reason for tbe
chlldrs absence;

3. Letter #3, a reglstened l-etter requesting the
panent to eiÈher get ühe child attendlng
Ëchool wlthin tk¡rãe days or lega1 actlon will
be taken unless a reasônable excuse is given



4"

t)ø

- 116

6"

for the chíJd¡s absence.
(The Vtslting Teachen Department ls responslble
for the foregoing }etters.)

Vllarning letüer serrt to tkre pairents by the Fanlly
Allowance Branch, nequestlng the regular attendance
of the child in order ühat tÏ¿e montl:ly payment of
allowance be maintalnod"

lïÍthdnawal of Famlly Allowance cheque for one
month on untll the child roturns to regular atten-
dartce.

trlnformal probaùiontr at Juvenlle Courtu In this
case the probatlon officer c at the request of the
visitlng teacher, counsels the student reganding
the advantages of regular school attendance and
tbre probable consequences of poor attendance. This
ls dono 1n a friendly manner siruilar üo part of the
work of the Big Brother movement 1n the United
States" No ckrarge is laid at court when success
follows sucb. counselJlng.

Court actlon against a student aheady on pnobation
for some other mlsdemea;eotlr o Fegular school atten-
dance is one of the requirements of any school age
child on probatlon, If attendance i-s not main-
talned, the student is required. to appear before
the judge of the Juvenile court arid give reasons
for same" If hts reasons ane not adequater and
if lmprovement 1n attendance 1s not J-mmediatee he
may bá officlally charged as trunsatlsfaetory on
probation.tt Thls pnocedure is carried out by tho
count wlth the vlsiting teaehen supplylng tbe
neeessary attendaRce statistlcs 

"

Offletal court aetlon agalnst the parent; In
thls proceduro the visitlng teaeÏrer¡ ås an atten-
dance officerr foirrrally ctrarges the parent or
parents wlth fallure to comply ivlüh the conrpulsory
þrovislons of the Sckrool Attendance Act" The case
1s heand befor"e the judge of the Juvenlle Court "
A conviction may lead to a wanniirg or a fine or a
peniod of detention for the parent'

ã
lo

8"

9n Official court actlon against the child. In this
procedure þ¡6e vislÈlng üoacher, wlth his authoriùy
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as an aütendanee officerr formally charges the
child as an habitual truant under the Juvenile
Delinquents Acü. A conviction und.er this Act
may 1ead. to a period of probation or supervislon
und-er the probati.on offlcer of the courtr or an
adjournment of the case for a perlod of weeks ot'
months. ln either case ttre whole matter may bo
closed. if thene is satisfactory lmprovement.
However, in cåses where attend.ance gots T/'Iorse
ard nepeated attempts aù pnobation or super-
vieion br:ing only negatlve resultsr and. where
the offende:r may al::oad.y be known to the cor-¡rt
for misd.emeanours other than truancyr or wherra
the offender con¡mlts other misd.emeanouns while
on probatlon or under the supenvision of the
cortrt, thene is tho possibility that the offend.er
may be neferued, to a social agency for apprehen-
slon by thaü agency if home conditions warrant
samer or. the court may commi.t the offender for a
perlod of time to an lnstltutlon, either the
Hugh John i{acdonald Memorial Hostel on Playfalr
Avenue in Winnipeg or the Manitoba. Home for Boys
at Pontage la P::ajrtu.,

Table 28 shows the number and variety of authorita-

tive attenda'rce procedunes used by the visitlng teachen wlth

Èhe forty studentso In for¡¡rteen cases, none of these

measures h¡as used" This does not imply that fourtoen

süudonts ¡:etrrrned to negular attend.ance without the use of

noro fornal measureso In these casês, as in al-l forty casos,

the decision as to the type of procodure to use depended

on many factons, such as àEet abllityr interest, home con-

d.itions, co-operation from ùhe student and f¡:om the panents'

I-Coplo s
letters; and the
Juvenile Courf,

of leÈÈers lt
tr¡vo type s of

are contained

2t 3i tbe Famlly Allowance
formal- charge lald at tho
ln the Appendlxu
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and. information from social agencies' In a nurnber of cases

a School-leaving permlt LìJas grantod. bocauso of gainful em-

;oloynent available for the stud.ent. The only altennatlve

i,¡tth Some of tlrese cases would. krave been the uge of authori-

tative steps.

certaÍn other figures frora the table which tnlght

Iead. to faulty conclusions uitl be poLnted' out" Numorous

measuros were often used- with one family. For example, ln

the case of Gr, (see Surrmary of Infonmati-on on Gjrls in

Appendix), Ïtarning lettens No. 2 and' Noo J were sent by the

visiting teacher; a vtarning letter !,tas sent by the Family

Allowanees Bra¡ch at the request of the visiting teactrer;

the visiting teaehen 1ald. agalnst the mother a legal charge

of failure to comply with tho provislons of the school

Attendance Act; and later the visitj-ng teachen found' lt

necesså.ry to lay a charge of habltual truancy against the

daughter. No formal chargos were 1aid. against boys nor the

parents of boys. It must be made clear that this d-oos not

mean that girls are therofore worse offenders than boys"

It slmply ind.icates thatr in the case of five girls' olle

or more of the following factors T^iore of paramount Ímpor-

tance:

l.Theystillhad.l,2oT3yearsofschoolingbefore

reaching the age of sixteen Yearsc

2uTlreyhadnoofferofgalnfulemploynrentand.ln
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throe cases shorr¡ed. no interest in work"

3. They had engaged. in delinquent practi-ees other tþan

truancy, In two cases they carried. on their delinqu-ent

pracülces durÍng sc}.ool krours'

TABLE 28

TYHIS OF AUTHORITATIVE ATTEIVDANCE PROCEI'URES

Type of Pnoeedure
iiTumbeir of Students

Boys Girls Total

Nil

Letten #1
Letrer #2
Letten #3

Family Allowances irilarning
Letter

trrlithdrawal of FamilY Allow-
anee

Informal fuobation

Count acti-on against
student ah"ead-Y on Pro-
batlon

Formal charge against
parent

Formal charge against
child

7

0

6

2

6

0

0

3

0

0

7

1

B

9

13

¿

1

1

3

5

14

I
1l+

14

19

2

1

4

3

IL, Thelr parents sTrOi,¡eC. no co-operation nOr inter"est
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So far as attendance of the child at school was concernedn

5" Other social agencies in the communiùy recorflIllended.

1egal actj-on i.n orcler to get the sh-rdent out of an un-

wholesorrle famlly situation"

It should be noted. also that three boys l{ere a}:ead.y

on probation and. were retunned. to cor;rt on eharges of un-

satisfacton;r probatlon rnrithout the necessiËy of laying a

charge of tnuanc;r" As will- be shov¡n in the next table,

more boys than girls recei-ved- sehool-loaving permits, and

also more boys moved from the city during the cou"rse of the

year.

Dlsposition of tkre Forty Cases,
June, Ig57

Tlhe results of the efforts of school porsonnel,

soclal agency, and visiting teacher i-n thei-r attempt to

i.mprove school- apd. home cond.itions and thereby promote

better school attendance or make oth.er provisi-on for the

child, a?e indicated j-n Table 29.

Of the forty chlldren who became chronic attendance

problems during the school year 1956-57' on1¡' twenty-five

l^rere sti]l in school at the end. of the year. Three of

these hreï.e attending from instltutions where they krad been

placed by the coürto

The ten süud.ents r,¡ho received. school-Leaving pernrits
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to worlc had. reached. the ago of fifteen years, and j-n most

Cgses, a few ex'bra months, at the time the pernrÍ-t üJas

gra.nted., Three boys had. railroad jobs, one othor was â

TABLE 29

DISPOSITTON OF TIIE FORTY CASES, JU}'IE, T957

Disposition of Câse
Nurnber of Students

Boys Girls Total

Granted schoo 1-leaving
permit to work

Granted. temporary Perrait
to Septernber, 1957

Moved from city

?laced in d.etentlon hone

To repeat present gnade

To continue in sPeclal
ed.ucati-on class

Pr"omoted. to next grade

6

0

3

1

4

I

1

4

1

1

2

7

3

6

10

I
l+

3

11

ll

7

messenger boy with a telegraph companyr one worked 1n a

leather goods store, and the sixth one ï,as empLoyed in a

stationeny store. one girl was enrployed in a sewing

facto:ry. One other trled three different posltions doing

hou_sehold work but did not have the ability to take any

responsibiJ-ity. she spent the rest of the year at home

and recelved some instructlon i-n home-making from the soclal
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agency lnvoLved wlËh the family" Due to oxtremely poor

background and limited mental abt1lty, tho posslbllity of

gainful emplo¡nnent is remote, The othon two worked in their
own hornos for the remainder of tho school year. 0n€ was

the second oldest of thlrtoen chlldren; the othor, the

fourth oldost of tr¡ielvo chll-dren.

Seven students were able to achleve a promotion to

the nexÈ grade as a result of the final oxaminations in June,

7-957, Eleven were required to repeat the grade, due to a

combination of poor attendance and poor achiovement. Thoss

f¡"om the speelal education classes contLnued in thelt: prosent

placement as do all students of such classos" It was not

possible to contact the four students who moved fnom the

clüye but it is very doubtful if any of thern would have

beon promoted had they remained ln tUtnnipeg. 0f the throe

students placed in detentlon homss during the yeare or¡e

passed and two failed theln gnade,

In aÈtempùing'to Lndicate irt this chapter the co-

ondlnated efforts of vlsitlng teacher ancl social agency

worker 1n tho lmprovement of schooL attendance' ono lmpor-

tant aspeet of the work has been omitted. Tkris is the

amount of work canried on with the family by the community

agency" It v¡as not possible to get accurato data on tkre

nunrber of lnterviews held by the agoncy with the chlldren
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and their parents, rror orr the amount of inter-agency conr-

munícation. Howovenr somo índication of tho pant played by

Ëhe connunlty agencíes can be gaÍned from the realizatlon

that nine agencles pantlclpatod in the effort; seven of

these agencies provlded a worker to work direetly with the

visf-ting teaekrer on a eo-oporatlve ttteamworktt basis; üwo

or more agencles eornbtned and co-ordinated thelr offorts

with those of ùhe vfsltlng teacher department fn the case

of six familles. The results of these efforts slmply can-

not be measured objectively. But the wlllingness of agency

worksrs to offer their services in a plan to improvo home

condltlons of children who have many probloms, would seem

to be a step tn the nlght dlrecÈlon towards a co-of'dlnated

teamwork appnoach to coiubat juvenile delinquoncyo
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CHAPTEF VIIT

FOLLOTT-ÜP STAT1STT CS

fn June of 1958 alL studonts still llving ln the

eity of V[innlpeg were contacted in order to ascertain the

progress fhey riirere making whether in school on in the employ-

ment fleld. The contacÈ was personal ln all cases exeept

the four who wer.e in detenËion kromes " The probation offi-

cers of the Juvenlle Court supplied the nocessary lnforma-

tion regardlng ùhe lattor, The results of ühis fo1low*up

appear 1n Tables 5O and õ1.

ïn June, 1957 n twenty-five of the forty students

TABI.,E gO

ACADEMIC RESULTS OF STUDEI{TS STILL IN
scHoOL, ,ïuNE, 1g5g

fiesu1t
Number of Studonts

Boys Glrls Total

Pnomoted to next gra-de

To repeat present gnado

To continue in Speclal Education

2

1

1

tr

2

1

7

3

2

were still attending sckrool. One year later ühis numbe¡'

was reduced to twelve, of whom four lvere residents of,

custodlal lnstitutions. Three of these lryol"e conmitted ln

- ],zl+ -
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1956-5? u and the for¡rÈh was placed in the Portage la

Prairts Home for Boys in the faII of 1957' The academle

results would seem to lndlcate thåË either the students

had put forth a gneater effort during the yea:: or else

the students with more seholastic lnterest and abÍlity

had remalned !n school. At }east a groater proporÈion

was suceessful Í-n passing flnal exarninatlons than was the

case or¡e year ago ô

TABLE 5}

RESULTS OF FOLLOI4J-UP .TUNE, 1958

Number of Studonüs
Results Total

Galnfully employod

Moved frorn Ciüy during Presont
or previous year

St¿ll 1n Detentlon Home

AËtbndance lmprovodl

Attendånee worsê tban prevlous
year

Out of school for mlscellan-
eous reasonsz

lt

6

4

6

3

2

1

}Th" four sÈudents 1n detentlon homes of necesslty
have good attendance. Vdhen this is taken lnto consideratíon,
a totãt of three boys and seven girls impnoved thein atten-
danee during the yeâr, but Èhe sj-x students shovrn as havlng
lmproved atúendanðe did so on a rtvoluntai:yrr basls '

28""*.r"" of the varíety of trresultstt with fj-ve
studenÈs u they were placed ln the miscellaneous cafegory"
They wi]l be åtscussed individually in the conments on the
table,

Girls
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Vtihat is the presenË situation regarding the forty

problem sÈudents of two years ago? Tlventy-olght of thom

have left school, either because they moved frorn the clty,

roached the age of sixtoen, received a sehool-leaving per-

mlt to enter th.o emplo¡rraent fields oru ln the câse of five,

left for mlsce]laneous reasons whÍch w111 be outllned laton'

Of tho severìteen lmovrn to be omployed, flfteen are working

outsJ-de of the home; two girls ar6 helping to tend their

siblings at krome" Five of the slx boys who wene glven

selìool-leaving permLts more than founteen months ago are

silll making satlsfactory progross at tho Job for whicl:

the permit vùas granted, The sixth one tras bad foun dlffer-

ont jobs in ühe meantlrue and is presently dellvering tele-

grams for a telegraph comparty" 0f the four glrls granted

poïînlts one year âBo¡ one Ís sti-I] employed in the sewíng

factor.y; one other who was worklng at Ïrome has been em-

ployed for ton months in a sewing factory; onô is still

holplng aü home beeauso of the lange number of chlldron

ln the famlly; the fourth is at home because of Lack of

abilfty to do much more than tb.e menial tasks of tho house-

hold. The all-lnnportant factor regarding tTre seventesn

of the galnfully employed students is that only four have

partlcipated in any loeonnr delinquent acts slnce they left

school "
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The slx studenÈs who moved from the city have not

been contacted, Two went to A}berta, three to Ontarlo and

one to oastern Manftoba" lThether they are employed ls

questionablo but lt is falrly eêrtaln they are not attend.ing

school "

It ls lnterostlng to note that of the elght students

who nematned 1n the Tflnnlpeg schoolsu slx lmproved thelr

attend.ance 1n 195?-58 over the preeeding year" Howevere

one should not beeome unduly encouraged oven tbis result¡

slnce two of the slx made only sllght lmpnovementr thelr

attendance having been so poor the previous year that It

could st1ll be comparatíve1y poor ln spÍte of lmpnovement,

and lt 1s questionable that any of the other thirty-four

sËudents would h.ave lmproved in attendanee had they been

left on their orvlle The four studonÈs ín detention homes

naturally had good- attendanee but not necessarily of theír

ov¡n vo1itlon, It ls impossible to give clearly the reasons

why attendance did improve. Two of the cases t GlZ and G15,

were fu1ly discussed in ühe chapter on case sÙudies and

vanÍous reasons for improvement wero noted there" In the

c&se of two othor glrls n GL,l and. G2t, academlc improvemonf

in sehool and more stable conditlons at home cortalnly

?¡ere the greatest factors in bringlng about a much happlen

and more successful yeal?. fn the case of G5 and Bg Èhere

wås tlo reeognlzable improvement in either school or hones

yeb thene was a s1Íght fmprovement 1n aütendance.
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Tkre Èwo students whose attendance got worse

dui:lng the year failed th.ej.r grade in June of 1958. one

of these might be granted a school-loavÍ:eg peruit !n the

comf.ng year 1n order to retain a factory positlon which

she secured in July. The other night well be reforrod to

a chl]d-p}aclng agency because of tt¡o factor of apparent

neglect of the boy by his motkren, a factor which came to

15.gbt late in the school Yearo

Four glnls and one boy were out of sch.ool for
llmlscellaneoustt reasons. The boy retu¡'ned to the clüy

ln the fa1l of 195? after spendlng sonie months on a farm"

Ile vuas then commltted to the Portage Home for Boys beeause

of nine changes of theft. One month later he was trans-

ferred to the School for Menta} þsfectlves at Portago la

Prainie" Two ginls wene excused fnom school for medical

reasons" Oneo nearlng her slxteenth blrthday, was gíven

perrmlsslon to work at home and for neighbours aften a

Èransfer to a panochlal school brought no improvement and

Èkre parents offered no co-operatlon so far as funthen help

was concerned. The fourùh ginl was excluded from school

because of poor atËendance and extreme bohaviour in two

dlffenent schools whlch tried to holp her during the

yearo

By way of sunmary, lt 1s rather gnatifylng fo

note that at least twenty-th:ree of the forty studonts
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tho seventeen who åre presently gainfully employed and

the six who improved their publÍc school aËtendance in

the school y€ar 1957-58 - üIeFê woll worth the time and

efforÈ spent with them and thei¡r parents in spf-ùe of the

fact that any posttivo rosults a yôar and a half ago

seemed very remote lndeed' It 1s to be noted thatr ín

many cases, tho positive results were not obtained by

enforcíng the compulsory Attendance ASt but, on the con-

ürary, by glvlng the student offfcial permlssion (that is,

through the school-leavlng penmit) to be excused fnom

school when a full appraisal of the scflool and horne situa-

tlon seemed to wa:rrant suctr action.

Whei;her th.ese students will contlnuo to tlget bytn

as responsl-b]o eLtlzens only the futune w111 te1l. How-

everr by the same reasonlng, only the f\rtune will- show

whother the other seventeen students w1ll become responsible

citlzens or romain lrrosponsible as some of them appoan ùo

be at present"



CHAPTER IX

ST]iVIMART OF FINDINGS

Ihe purpose of this thesis, as statød ln Chapter

I, was to lndl-cate the factors and lnfluences of the

school and the home whlch tended to lnterfero with, or

provent, regular attendance ln a junlor hlgh school- A

deteiled study was made of the academlc problems at school

and the famtly problems at home. Va:rlous methods of ruork-

1ng wlth students and thetr famlllos wore outllned. An

attenpt was mado at follow-up, almost two years after the

study began, ln order to ascertain the present sj-tuatlon

regardLng each student. the more lmportant nesults of

these flndlngso ln summary form, w111 now be set forth

unden throe hoadlngs:

1. School factors affectlng attendance;

2" Home factors affectlng attendance;

õ. Methods of deallng with factors of
attendance "

School Factorq Affectlng Attenrdance

1. Academlc retardatlon, as shown by the number of

years behind proper grade level and numbon of grades re-

peated, appears to be the most lmportant school factor

lnfluenclng lack of attendance. Trls same conclusLon

was reached by four other invesÈigators.who did research

- 1õO
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on the topfc¡ âs reportsd in thapter fIÏ.

2, The offect of mental. abllity does not appear þo

show any definÍte trend as far as attendance is coneerned

oxcept for one group, tkre slow learners' A slgnificant

trend üoward.s pooi3 attendance is noted for tkrose students

in the 8O-90 I "Q' area wkro are unable to achleve at a

nate and levol simllar to thelr cLassmates witkr normal

or superion intelltgenceo

3n Enforced transfer from sehool to school¡ n€CeSsj--

tated

which

by

is
family movese ls responsible for loss of lntenest

evÍdent ln lncreased number of absencesn

4o The personality of the teachor can have a d¡mainic

influenco on childrents attitude and attendance" Thls ls

especially true for the emotionally lnsecure chlld from

an lnharmonious Ïtome '

Home Factors Affectlng Attendance

1o The size of famlly has a direct bearlng on incid-

enco of truancy. Thls conclusíon j-s borrre out by othor

investlgators who discovered more t}lega} absences from

l"ange families '
2 n $íbling posiùion in the famtly¡ âs far as this

study ls concer:nedo 1s nelatively r.mimpontant"

3" lhe research sh.ows more glrls than boys wlth

serlous attendance problems ' lf|rether thÍs trend Ís
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t¡rpical of all Vtiinnipeg junlor hlgh schools is question-

able. iViuch more research ls necessary bofore any deflnl-te

tnend on sex dl-strlbution can be made' It is to be noted

that all other studies referued to in these ehapùers skroiv

the majority of truants to be males"

4u Homes belovu the avorage econ.ornlc level prod"uce

marry problems which contribute to delinqueney. Such

problems aS overcrov/ding in homes, forced mob1}lty, crowded

neighbourhoods, and, dependenc¡r on soclal weLfare assistance

all enforced due to poor financial status - cause multiplo

family problems, one of which is irregular school atten-

dance e

5n A majorlty of the pro'blem chlldren are from rtfather-

l-egsll homes.

6o Unwholesome psychological atmosphore 1n the home

accounts for deviant behaviour on the part of the chllclren"

Inadequacy of mothers and fathers for family rosponsibllÍ-

ties ls palnfu1ly apparant. The disciplinary attltudes

and pnactices of parents reflect unwholesome ps,ront-chí1d.

nelatLonshlps " The appalling lack of interost 1n ths

childrs welfare by the parent makes for all the greater

emotlonal deprivaùlon'

7 " The family moral standards are very low in the

majority of cases. A high incidence of delinquency anð/or



r-33

cråminalism on the part of parents or siblings is

eviclence of disru-ption in the family life "

B, The odu-eational standards of the parents

avorage " Many parents of tho forty case studies

very l1ttle schoollng'

fu-rther

are below

experienced

Metkrods of Dsafing with
Atj endang-e-Ersþ l-egs 

-
1" There does not appear to be any one method of

dealing with chlldron with attendance pnoblems. The type

of approach deponds almost entirely on the aspects of the

partlcular case.

2" Co-operatlon of sctrool per=sonnel Ís of greaü bene-

flt ln maklng school a happlen and more satisfying place

for tho fndivi-clual student who kras been absenting hlmself

from classêse The princi'pa1, guidanco counsellor, home

room teachern and school nurse - each occuples a unf-que

positÍon ln nelatlon to asslstance that can be offered by

the school,

3" A cc-operatlve approach by visiting toacher and

soeial agency worker" produces good results in Some cases.

Informatíon mad.e avalLable by the agency Í-s of slgnificanco

in the visJ-ting teacher"s approackr to tho family'

4, Counselling or easovJork techniquesu used by elther

vislting teacher, à1e¡;cy worker s oT guid-ance counsellor,
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are lnstrumental in focuslng attention on those aspecfs

of the situation whlch have to be dealt with 1n order to

brlng about a solutfon'

5. The use of authorltatlve attendance procedures

is necessary in some lnstances j-n an attompt to gef Sonte

positive results " The time at whlch authorita.tlve pro-

cedures should be lnitiated depends on the particu-la-r case e

The various types of authoritative procodune e arranged fn

order of severitye are shov¡n i:r the appondix" Perhaps the

most beneflcial results of au-thoritatlve procedures are

when they are used v¡1th parents who stou.tly rofuse to send

their child- to school although the ehll-d himself night be

bright academlcally and- lnterested ln school. Extreme

eaution and seri.ous forêthrought should precede any drastic

authoritative measures used directly agalnst the chlld-'

6" Trhe reasoris for prolonged unlawful absence can bo

due to social and porsonal meladiustnont as well- as hone

and school dif flculties. In these cases ' 
l¡that is requlred

ls not so much an attendance program which assures aöten-

dance, even by foree j-f necessary, but rather a program

wh:-lch will deal wlth the symptoms causing the absence

after such s¡rmptoms are more fu1ly diagnosed and ur¡der-

stood" In such cases the services of the Cbild Guldance

Gllnic and specifie social a.gencies can be of beneflt to

tkre tndividual student¡ krls farnily, the schoolu and êver1-
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tu-all¡r to society 1n general"

7 n Tkre use of the sehool-leaving pezmit ls beneflcial

for students who are gettlng no beneflù from school and

wÏ¡,o trave the opportunity to obtain galnful emplo¡rmenf .



CHAPTER

CONCLUSTONS

ê' süudy of all the factors nelating to lack of

attondance of students in a junlor high school gives

evidence of certain implications which in many cases are

cornoborated by the findfngs of othor students of researeh

in a sj¡nilar fleld, Some of the general implicatlonsp ozt

conclusionse of thls study ane enumenated here for the

sake of eonvenience"

ln The causes of non-attendance must bo studied in

relation to Ëhe indlvidual student and his probloms"

2u fhere is usually a myrlad of school and home

diffieulties having a dLneet beaning on the pnoblem of

school absenceg"

3. Thls study tends to provo that the pnoblems of

the homo have a lot more to do with the cailses of poor

attendance tha¡ havo tho probLems anislng at schoolu

4" There 1s ample evidence üo shoÏu that the kromes

of most truants are poor economicallye emotionallye

psyehologically, and rnorally. Growing up in a family

atnosphere that is not conducive to the developmont of

emotionally well-integrated chtldren vrho are taught bo

obey legitlmate authorÍty can }imit the capaclty of a

- L36
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child to adapt hlmself to ths rulos enforcod by a non-

parental authoeiÈy"

5" Aeademlc retardation appears to be the most

serious scTlool factor causing students to stay away from

school 
"

6" The besÈ approach to lmproving attondance seems

to be a co-op€Fative one involving the teachen, the prin-

cipal, the vislting teacher, and the famlly. The guldance

counsollor, the school nu.rse, and tho visitlng teacher

usually become the key personnel in this teamwork approach,

7, Forclng the child to school ls not aÈ times in hls

better interests. The value of the school-leaving permit

to give the studsnt tllegalrr perrnission to withdraw from

school- and obtain emplo¡rment tras been demonstrated many

times "

L Many tmants - probably the great majority - âFB

not and never become dellnquentsr but many dolinquenfs

flrst manifest their difficulty in truancy. If the truant

can be undersüood and can be glven help soon enoughr more

serlous tnouble might ofton be avoided"

As research continues into the difflculties of

home and family livlng, it becomes apparent that the home

can contribute more than Ëtre school, in either a positive

or a negative walr towar-ds producing better or worso
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citl,zens f or fuùure generatiolls o Thls writer is inclined

to agree with the followlng statement by the Gluecke who,

afüer idenÈlfying the many cnrclal factons of family 1ife,

go on to say;

All thie suggests that the communlty must soillo-
holv break the vlclous cirele of character-darnaging
influences oTl chlldron exerted by parents who are
themseLves the dlstorted personality products of
adverse parental influences" This can be dono only
througtr intensive instructlon of each generati--"t 9f
p¡ospãctlve parents in the elements of mental hygiene
ãn¿ tfte i:equisltos of happy and healthy family llfe.
s o ô It ls futlle to treat the chl1d apart from the
family that contrlbutes to make hj'm what h'e is",

1
Sheldon

Ug$!,iÊg, New York:
an¿ Eleanor Glueck,
Harpen and Brofherst

Delinouents in the
pp " 196-? "
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ÎETTER # T

The report fron your schooL for the last month

sho¡.¡s that vour SON/ÐÄUGHTER, NiuÌ'18, has not been
attenåing school regularly as reguired Dy rne
School .{itendance A.ct. No reasonable cause has
been given j¡ the report for ttr:is absence" If there
is any good reasonr'-kindly so sta{;e on the reverse
si-de of th:is leiter and returnu

If ihere is no good reasonr.give us your
âssurance tha'u this child w'iLL be kept in regular
attend-ance so that it i,rilI not be necessary to
apply ihe compulsory provisions of i;he Act"

IETT_ER # Ir

ïn spite of the fact that we have dra'¡n your
attenì;ion to the matter of irregular attendance of
your CHILÐ/IìEtrl, l!$'IE, tte note that attendance
remain5 unsatisfactorY"

Kindly be aclvised that if yor:r child/ren does
not attend reguJ.arly from now on', 'øe wiLL be conipelled
to take action agai:rst you in accordance rsith the
pro-,risions of the School Attendance Act.

-t"Ie r,¡ouAd like to have some explanation regarùing
the ircegular attendance of your child"



r,ErTq # LrI

Rea Cldlct-rs nalne
b. Bírthdate

Take notice that unless yoLr cause your
SON,/DAUGIITER, NAi"fE, to attend some school r¡rithin
@ receípt by you of this notice
and to continue in regular attendance throughout
the period during r'rhich flElq@, is required by
rrÎhe School Attendance AõlrEõattend school regularly,
or make sai;isfactory provisions forl,he education
of such person herinbefore naraed d'uring that period,
you will- be I iable to prosecuti on under rrThe School
Attendarrce Act"rr R"S'I{., c. !86, Sch. Ai R. & So,
S.i'I. 19J+3 , c" l+2, so 17'



1,i3. " lllIalter Greenu
õ69 Llnclsay Street,
Tìllnnlpeg 9, Man.

DEPARÎMENÍ OF

NATIÕNAL H€AITH ANÞ WELFAR€

l¡¿ voua RcPrv fì€cÍ0 ro
tuB fl!,É Ne, Gengral

1ð8 Portage Avenue Ee,sü,
WLnnf.peg 1, MenlËobee
August 15, 1958.

þea¡r SLn c

Re c Nqme Bfnth Date

,"r;" ,"""*'" t rs45.

Parents oÍ€
GuardLans I Annle and John Doe

AddressS 679 Mlchlgan Ave., Winnlpeg, Man..

Nsme of Schoolc Aberdeen

TnformatLon has been ¡"ocelved to the effect the ebove-named
ehtldr/chlLdren Ls/are not attendl-ng school rogulanly" ft fs
requestod the lower" portLon of thLs fo¡rm bo completed and one
oopy ¡"eturned to thls off toe. Ploase mank wLth an rr¡80 fn Èhe
appnoprlate square below,

Farti,eu1erss We have been advlsed that thls chi.l"d 1s not
a.ttencì.ing school, fs he lawfully absent?

RogåonaJ- Dlnector of Famf1y Allowaneese
Depar"üment of NatLonaf Heelth a¡¡d tlUelfsre,
1õ8 Fontage Avenue East,
W3.nn*peg Ïe Manltoba.

1, ffi ATTENDAT{0ffi sATTsFACToRY or

Ð, ffi ATTEI{DANcE uNSATrsFAcroRy

d)ø REMÁfiI{$e

You.ns veny truly,

for C. B, Howdon,
Regåonatr Dl"necton u

FemtJ"y Allowancos,

(Pate )

L"{WFI'LLY ABSENT

foir nqn,Þh(sl of,

VLslËlng Teaaher or
Sohool Attendance Offloer"



CA.NAT}A
PR,OVIÌ{CE OF ffiÅWTTOEA

. ...... ....8Á.STEBN

JUÐIOI"å.L DISTRICT

PROVINCE OF MÀNIfOBA

í.1ÅwÊrlwasem€ãmss mmfu ffiwamPåmãssf
TIIE JUVENILE ÐEr,INqUff{TS ACT 1929

. Tøqcher'

@hs lnfnrmstinn snh Onrnslsint o¡ Walter ëreenn VisitÓrìd V School ltoard of
--¡- - iiiÏüi1Þe¡¡; õn"Éëliâlf of Her l{aiesty the Queeñ
e1. lJinnjf eg in the Province of Manitoba, taken this 26t'h"

day of August, 19.58., who says tlrat he is informcd and verily believes that
between the lst. dav of 'runen A.i). L95B a-nc'- the

a ehild, Qfoþ on oi about the.-i€Sh-.-.day of

4.D., 19g€-, at the _ffiln-aiæeg- in the said

Province, cornmit a clelinquency, in that he r+as an habitual 'bruant

contrary to the form of the statute

Suurn before me the day and
year first above mentioned..

in such case made and provided.

INFORMANT

JUDGE. P.M. OR J.P ADDRESS

CHII,D'S HISTORY

Case No. Date 19

Name Address

Date of Birth
School or

Date of Immigration

Place of Birth
Previous

Gracle 

- 

Delinquencies

Na¡ne

Nationality

MOTHER, Religion

Ocenpation

Date of Immigration

Oceupation

FATHER

Nationality

Name

Religion

Occupation

Other Members of Farnily

Otìrer Inlormation

Court Action



CANADA
Province of Manitoba

lnfwnwtitn tr ü,r rrryIuïr¡t t* (0ufh

JUDICIAL DISTRICT

In the Province of Manftoba, taken upon oath before me, the undersigned, one of
His l\{ajesty's Justices of the Peace or Po lice Magistrates in and for the said province

of Manitoba, at

this day of in the year of or:r

Loi'd one thousand nine hundrecl and

@.1¡e $.smylainl ú

of the

i}üftu$ai1l1t.I1utlrelrasreasontobelieveanddoesbelieve

that

resicling at in the province of Manitoba,

having on the day of A.D. 19 i

in thebeen notified wiih respect to his chitd

forln Schedule "4" to "The School A.ttendance Act" and amenclments thereto, and

being the parent of and having the legal charge or control of such chilcl, viz.:

of

residing at in the province of Manitoba,

ciici betr¡'een the day of A.D. 19 ,

and the . d ay of A.D. 19 ,

School District in Manitoba,at

unlawfully neglect to cause such chilcl, being a person of compulsory school age as

provided under Section 3 of "The School Attendance Act," to attencl some sehool

or to make satisfactory provisions for the education of such child, the said chilcl not
having been excusecl from sttch attenclance by "The School Attenclance Act,r, contrary
to the foitr of the Statute macle and provicted.

, @¡hen and sworn before me the dav and I
year at the place first abov. -.rrtíonã¿. I

J.P.

P.M.




