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ABSTRACT

The thesis is concerned with the study of gsettlements
in that area of the Yukon Territory which lies gsouth of
Latitude 640930° and west of Longitude 1349 (Figure 1). This
study area consists, for the most part, of a dissected
plateau with an average elevation of 4,000 feet, drained by
the Yukon River end its tributaries. Adverse climate, with
January mean temperatures ranging from -20°F in the north
to -2°F in the south combines with inhospitable terralin to
make the ares only merginally habitable.

The northern end eastern limits of the study ares were
dictated by the distribution of settlements within the
territory and the limitations placed upon field work by vast
travelling distances and the limited time available. FIive
settlement groups were sdentified, Four of these five,
known here as the Dawson group, the Mayo group, the Yukon
Valley group, snd the Alaska Highway group lie within the
study area. The Jehnsen's Crossing-Watson Lake group, lying
cast of Longitude 134°, is outside the study aresa.

The gettlement groups were jdentified on the basis of
common history, similarity of function of the individual
settlements, end geographic unity. It was decided to exclude
the Johnson's Crossing-Watson Lake group due teo practical
econsiderations, time avallable for research was limited. At

the same time it was observed that this settlement group



lacked the history of occupance which was te be found in the
other groups, and consequently did not provide a very good
model for the study of settlement evolution and adaptation to
changing circumstances, The fact that many of the features
found in these highway orientated settlements were also found
in what has been classed as the Alaska Highway settlement
group, which lies west of Whitehorse, also contributed to the
decision to exclude this group of settlements from the study,

Within the study area it was decided to limit the study
of Whitehorse to that necessary to explain its growth, its
contemporary configuration, and its role in the development
of the Territory. The reason for this is that it was felt
that if full coverage were given to Whitehorse this town
would dominate the thesis at the expense of the other settle-
ments, Whitehorse has also been the subject of numerous
studies, and to these the reader will be referred.

Two settlements which are allied to no specific group
lie outside the study area. East of Longitude 1340 lies
Ross River. Once more practical considerations in respect to
field work contributed towards the exclusion of this mining
settlement. The settlement could not pe allied to any
jdentified group, and the only conceivable reason for including
it would be the fact that this will be the site of Faro new
town. However a new town within the study area is included,

Clinton Creek, and as an almost completed settlement it



Whitehorse, being studied in depth.

A work which endeavours to study settlement patterns
inevitably includes much descriptive material. Hisbory, site,
plan, econony, building type, and amenities are major aspects
of settlement pattern considered in this work. Although such
description is used as a partial basis for the consideration
of evolutionary process, and tentative eonclusions are drawn,
it ig elso justified as an end in itself, providing unique
base material for future work.

in underlying theme is the study of the evolution of
contemporary settlement patterns. As interpreted in this
thesis the term °'pattern’® is ambiguous. It refers to the
internal configuration of settlements, and also the spatial
distribution of, and communiecation between, settlements on &
regional scale,

The concept of evolution in respect to Yukon gettlement
was first provided by Griffith Taylor. He attempted to
classify settlements in the Yukon Valley according to thelr
stage of development, based upon what he believed to be
universelly applicable eriteria (1947).

Tn the concept of eveolution envisaged in this paper
one iz concerned not with stages of evolution, but with process,.
The author believes thet clessification of stege is arbitrary,
and not universally applicable. One is studying the processes

et work responsible for the proliferation or contrection of



Vi

settlement in the study ares, end spsgessing the settlement

pattern resulting from such preocesses at different points in

tine,
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CHAPTER I
REVIEW OF SOURCE MATERIAL

Three basic sources provided research material for this

thesis, maps, literature concerning the study area, and field

works
I, MAPS AND FIELD WORK

As is to be deduced from the main text much of the
research involved the identification of settlements at
different points in time, and study of the changing features
of individual settlements. Maps ideally provide the obvious
record of changing pattern of occupance in a region over
time. However the author found the maps of the study area to
be generally unsuited for such a purpose. There were
jnsufficient maps of a standardised type for each era to
illustrate changes, whilst maps which do exist either show as
inhabited settlements which are not so, or fail to show
settlements which do exist. Of the more recent maps of the
study area both the 1950 Department of Mines and Highways'®
map and the 1965 World Aeronautical Chart of part of the
Territory were guilty of such shortcomings,.

Apart from the deficliencies slready mentioned, maps,
especially those on a regional scale, told the author little

or nothing of the internal nature of settlements. Consequently




use of maps had to be supplemented, and in many cases
substituted by, field work and literary and statisticel
sources.

Because field work is only & reliable indication of a
contemporary state of affairs much of the information about
settlement history and the changing configuration of settle=
ment over time was obtained from literary sources, Field work
tended only to be historically useful when it involved the
provision of information about a historically significant
settlement about which 1ittle or nothing descriptive had been
written; settlements such as Tagish, Kluane, and Burwash

Landing.
II. LITERARY SOURCES

The thesis is concernéd with two phenomena, pattern
and process, Pattern being the internal configuration of
settlements at a given moment in time and the regional
distribution of settlements; process being the chain of events
and motives responsible for changing pattern over time. The
literary sources which aided the study of each of these can
be broadly classed in two categories, contemporary and
retrospective,

Contemporary sources are those literary works written
by an observer who had been in the study area and described

what he saw at a given moment in time. Retrospective sources

2



are those works written from a historical stand-point, review=-
ing a full series of events,

Contemporary works provided insight into both pattern
and process. By contrasting the observations of different
suthors concerning the same area at different mnoments in time
one can note the changes that have taken place between the two
observations. Thus there is validity in contrasting Barnum's
description of his journey to Fortymile in 1896 (To the Yukon
Biver vis the Chilcoat Pass, 1896,) with Adney's journey along
the same route at the height of the gold rush (1900, The
Klondike Stampede of 1897-8), Within the category *contemporary
iiterature' one can place such descriptive works as those of
Campbell (1883), Ogilvie (1913), Scarth (1897), Robertson
(1930), (although he was writing some thirty years after the
event), Griffith Taylor (1947), and Bostock (1957), 2long with
other numerous government geologists. The DsB.S. censuses
also fall into this category, as do RoCoMoPo, records of
population distribution in the Klondike area at the time of the
Gold Rush,

The 'retrospective’ works tend to be the more recent
ones, looking back at a series of events from a present day
stand-point., Authors in this category include Berton (1958),
Innis (1936), Godsell (1954), Lotz (1963), and Ridge (1953).
Such retrospective works also tend to contain contemporary

description of the present-day state of affairs, in many

2



instances historical study forming the background to the focal
point of the work such as in Lotz's study of Dawson and the
surrounding area, where historical background is out-lined as
a partial explanation of the present state of Dawson (1963,
The Dawson Area, A Regional Monograph).

Examination of the quantity of source material avail-
able for the study area shows a dearth of such material prior
to the gold rush and a further dearth of material in the period
1910-1940., There is abundant material for the two growth
periods, for the gold rush era and the period since the end

of the second world war.

A. Sources Concerning the Pre—GoldABush Era For the
years prior to 1896 there is relativély 1ittle information,--
in keeping with the low population and isolation of the
territory. Such works that do exist consist of either
contemporary documents commissioned by either the church,
government or Hudson's Bay Company, or retrospective works
with description of this period often providing an introduction
to a work which has as its focal point the gold rush. Berton's
'Klondike®' (1958), and government handbooks on the territory
published in 1909 and 1916 being examples of this.

The contemporary works from this early era include
Campbell’'s Journal telling of his first penetration into the
territory, along with assorted letters from Hudson Bay

Company employees. Government publications include Dawson's



survey (1898), Ogilvie's survey in respect to the demarcation
of the Canadian-U.S. border (1897), and Constantine's R.Co.l.Fo
report from Fortymile (1893). The latter two, with associated
photographs give a useful impression of Fortymile prior to the
discovery of gold on the Klondike. Both Ogilvie and
Constantine also provide insights into the location and
condition of settlements in the territory in the pre-gold rush
era.

A further indication of the existence of settlements
other than Fortymile is provided by Father Barnum, in the
publication, 'To the Yukon Gold Fields via the Chilcoot Pass’
(Barnum, 1896). This brief and somewhat sketchy description
of the Yukén Valley route is supplemented by Warburton Pike's
"Through the Sub-Arctic Forest’ (1896), which contains
veference to settlements in the Yukon Valley and their state
of abandonment due to the migratory influence of the Fortymile
gold discovery.

These early works tended to be factual, concise, and
unemotional. Their value lies not in analysis, but in their

purely descriptive gualities.

B, Sources Concerning the Gold Rush The gold rush era

is the most abundantly documented episode in the history of the
vukon Territory. Numerous contemporary accounts have been
published, ranging from Adney's famed and factual 'The Klondike

Stampede of 1897-8' (1900), to such highly subjective

Gt



publications as Robertson's 'Yukon Memories®' (1930).
Retrospective works range from Berton's colorful 'Klondike'
(1958), to Innis's well balanced and unemotional analysis from
the standpoint of an economic nistorian (Canadian Frontiers of
Settlement, 1936).

Many of the works concerning the gold rush era tend to
be emotional and inaccurate, with works such as, 'Northern
Lights to Fields of Gold'’ (Scearce, 1939), 'Gold Nuggett
Charlie' (Lloyd Owen, 1939), and °'I Followed Gold® (Trelawney
Ansell), being of little or no value to any factual study.

It is to be borne in mind that such colorful and inaccurate
writing could well be a reflection of predominant character
type involved in the gold rush,-=-the romantics, the adventurers,
the misfits. Berton provides further insight into contemporary
gold rush literature in the introduction to his bibliography,

' ...almost every man who wrote a personal account about his
days in the Klondike wanted to make it appear that he was in
the big events and knew 211 the colorful people’ (Berton, 1958,
Lh2),

The major retorspective publication providing an
exéellent general background to this era is Berton's ‘Klondike',
This book itself is based, for the most part, upon the
reminiscences of persons who were involved in the Klondike
rushe The author found that Berton's book provided an excellent

basic background to the era, and was especially useful in
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capturing the ethos of the closing years of the nineteenth
century and bringing out the phsychological aspects of the
gold rush. |

Innis's study of the gold rush from the standpoint of
an economic historisn, in ‘Canadian Frontiers of Settlement'’
was a major source of material for this thesis. He analyses
the full gold rush era, his main concern being with process,
bringing out the influence of innovation upon the development
of the gold-fields and subsequent population changes.

A further useful retrospective work is that of Morrell,
*The Gold Rushes' (1940). The usefulness of the chapter upon
the Klondike lies in his language and style, clearly bringing
out the dependence of the Klondike region on the outside world
and the lack of economic potential other than mineral wealth.
Of the region's mono-econocmic base Morrell states that, 'the
Klondike rush could not reveal, as other rushes could, the
capacity of the region for carrying a large population at a
high level of civilization,®' (Morrell, 1940, 400).

Many of the retrospective works were a regurgitation of
facts that were already known, and added nothing new to the
research. Hinton and Godsell's 'The Yukon' (1954) not only

lacked analysis but was also factually inaccurate,

C. Sources Concerning the Period 1900-1940 There are

relatively few directly relevant publications relating to the

period 1900-1940, many of the works which appeared in this era




being records of the gold rush era. Most of the sources
available for this period appeared before 1920 and give some
insight into the development of the Territory in the years
jmmediately following the gold rush with declining population
and geographically broadened mining activitye.

Both Edwards (1904), and Stuck (1917), provide useful
information on settlements other than Dawson, in decline,
Edward's work is optimistic, associating the future development
of Carcross and Whitehorse with Conrad and Kluane mining
developments respectively., Although history proved such
optimism to be misplaced one must bear in mind that judging
from his standpoint the period was one of widening mining
interest in the southern Yukon. It must however be conceded
that there was no justification for some of the optimism
Edwards displayed, for example, 'the s0il of some of the river
bottoms is rich and will yield wonderful crops when tilled.'
The author conveniently forgot about the climatic factor.

Stuck's work is more realistic and provides valuable
description., He speaks of the difficulty of developing
Whitehorse and the contemporary dominance of copper mining
in that community, whilst descriptions of Selkirk and Forty-
mile are provided.

The difficulties experienced due to the lack of
degscriptive material in this period was partly offset by

Government Publications., Three of these, government handbooks



for the Territory for the years 1909, 1916, and 1926, provided
nothing new of value except the tracing of the economic
development of the Territory, rather sketchily, to 1926, The
Census provided some information, providing for 1911 and 1921
comparable lists of settlements which gave some indication of
the degree of settlement decline in the ten year period.
However there were numerous difficulties involved in the use
of Census information., Prior to 1951 census data for the
Territory varied in quality, being detailed but not comparable
numnerically for the years 1911 and 1921, due to the use of
different Census areas, and virtually non-existent for the
yvears 1931 and 1941, Since 1951 there has been a tendency
to list all unincorporated settlements in excess of forty
persons,

A major work which was used in an attempt to assess
what settlements did exist in the period 1900-1940 was Bostock's
publication containing the annual geological reports on sections
of the Yukon Territory (Bostoeck, 1957). Although dealing
exclusively with mineral extraction and geology the economic
geology sections provided references to mining settlements,

with varying degrees of description.

D, Sources Concerning the Period 1940-1968 Since 1940

increased economic activity in the Territory and increased
population have been reflected in the spate of publications.

The first of these was Griffith Taylor's °Yukon Domesday, 1944°,



Although purely descriptive, and in some instances inaccurate,
being observations of settlements from a boat on the Yukon
River, the article contained valuable information about the
condition of settlements on the Yukon between Whitehorse and
Dawson.

It was in this period that studies of individual Yukon
settlements began to emerge. There is a notable absence,
however, of studies of settlements other than Whitehorse, Mayo
Landing, and Dawson. Griffith Taylor (1947), Godsell (1954),
Gutsell (1953), Ridge (1953), and Lotz (1963), dwell at length
on one or more of these three settlements, These works which
fall into the category °contemporary publications® were
useful insomuch as they provided a historical record which the
author contrasted with his own findings, noting the changes
that had taken place.

Of these publications Ridge's 'Principles for the
Planning of Sub-Arctic Settlements' (1953) and Lotz's fDawson
Ares' (1963) are of special interest. Ridge's thesis gave 2a
detailed description of the three major settlements in 1652,
and contained a discussion of geographic controls upon
settlement development.

Lotz's 'Dawson Area’ (1963) contains an outline of
scciological features of Dawson and its hinterland, a detailed

preak-down of the labour force, and land utilization maps.
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This could be classed as both a contemporary and retrospective
work, the article containing a historical study of the
processes at work responsible for the geographic, economic,
and sociological configuration of the settlement in 1963.

Numerous srticles and documents published since 1945
fall into none of the two catégories previously mentioned.
Robinson's study of Yukon agriculture (1945) was comprehensive
and thorough, and the author found it far more informative than
any government publications on the subject. The government
publications available at the Haines Junction experimental
farm proved to be out-dated and in the asuthor's opinion showed
an unfair government bias. Stastical information of value was
yielded by three sources, Canadian Mining Statistics (DBS),
The Development Plan for the Alaska Highway (1966), which
provided traffic flow statistics, and the Government publication,
'The Yukon Today' (1968), which yielded numerous miscellaneous
Government statistics., The report of the Second Yukon Northern
Resources Conference (1966) provided the author with an insight
into the personal views of many of the administrators and
company representatives associated with the development of the
Territory.

Literary sources external to the study area included
those on the philosophy of evolution, and those on mining areas
in other parts of North America. La Barre's book, 'The Human

Animal® (1956), was used as a basic source in the study of



1

basic evolutionary principles which the author believes can be

applied to settlement development.

The study of other mining areas was conducted in an
attempt to assess whether the stages of development of Yukon
mining settlements and settlement groups had their parallel in
other mining areas which had a different geography, or whether
there were any aspects of such settlement in terms of process
and relationship between settlements that one could find to be
universally applicable, Rump's study of the Caribou area of
B.C. (1967) proved invaluable for this study, as did Kersten's
paper on the mining areas of Sierra Nevada (1964), Finally
Paul's study 'The Mining Frontier as a Measure of Western
Historical Writing®' (1964) was a useful precis of the major
stages of mining development common to virtually every mining

area in North America.
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T TER PERTOD 1840-1896

B 53

Until 1840 the Central Yukon remained unexpliored and
unezploited by other than its netive peoples. The basic
fzetor moverning the peopling of the region in the ensuing
thirty years was the trede erbition of the Hudson's Bay
Company.

There were two zones of occupance on the periphery of
the Yukon basin, Russian Alagka to the west, dominated by the
Barenoff Company, end the Hudson's Bay Company dominated by
Mockenzie basin end Grest Slave Lake ares to the east.

Although the Yukon Hiver fiowed through Alasks deep
penetration into the Canadisn portion of the Yukon Basin dld
not teke place. This seems to heve been due to two maln
reasons. Firstly, conmunicaetions with St. Petersberg were
elready stretched, and most of the settlements were situated
onn the coast. The distence from Kodiak to 5t. Petersberg was
6,500 miles, with a further 1,000 miles to the Canadian
boundary. Secondly, the population of Alasks, %30 in 1836,
was too small to support any substantial wovement inland. BY
1838 Russis had only settled as Par east ag Nulato, some s8ix
hundred miles west of the 141° meridien {(the present Alaska-

Yukon boundary).
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1867 marked the start of the next important phase in
the colonization of the Yukon Territory. In this year due to
a combinstion of factors, mainly, isolation, recuring losses
of the Bussian American Compeny, the financlal aftermath of
the Crimean War, end the Declaration of the Monroe Doctrine
by the U.S.A., Russia sold Alaska. Subsequently & more
aggressive trading policy was adopted, The Baranoff Company
s0ld its vessels and posts to the firm of Hutchinson, Kohl,
and Company of San Fransisco.

Revigion of the Alaska-Canadien boundary at this time
ehowed the Hudson's Bay Company, rost of Fort Yukon to be in
Alasks., The Company was obliged to abandon this post and moved
tc Rempert House on the Porcupine (1867). The Alasks
Commerecial Company which had been developed as a combination
of Americen trade interests and the Russian trade legacy used
Fort Yukon for a time before transferring t0 Belle Isle, which
eventually became a wintering post for miners in the vieinity
of the Cenadisn-Alaskan boundary (Ogilvie, 1913, 65),

Tn the face of competition the Hudson's Bey Company
adopted & policy of forecing rivals out of the ares east of the
Nackenzie Mountains into the Yukon, thus consclidating its hold
pver the former aresa.

The development of American interests in the vieinity
of the Canadian-Alaskan boundary based upon wabter access to

the region led to the transport revolution which was to have




significant influence upon the area’s economy. In 1869 the
atean-boat ‘Yukon' was introduced to the river. Three years
later the steam-boat 'St. Michael®' sailed as far as the site
of Fort Selkirk:

The introduction of power vessels to the Yukon placed
greater emphasis upon the penetration of the baszin from the
mouth of the river. The sacking of Fort Selkirk had provided
the ultimate blow which led to the abandonment of the Liard-
Pelly route, whilst the Peel-Foreupine route was a devious
corridor of communication. The steam=-boat maede the Upper Yukon
basin penetrable, and all the Yukon accessible, via a reliable
(albeit seasonsl) route from the more densely populated
Pacific Coast of North Americsa.

The dominance of the Yukon estuary as the major route
into the Territory is to be noted from the manner in which
settlement nucleated near the Canasdian-Alaskan boundary.

Belle Isle emerged as & trading post, whilst in 1871 Jack
MoQueston established a post for the Alasks Commereial
Company at Fort Relliance, some six miles down-stream from the
present site of Dawson City (Ogilvie, 1913, 65). This may
heve been partly in response to the deelining fertunes of the
Hudson's Bay CempanyelﬁeQueston taking advantage of the fact
that they did not have a post on the lower river at this time.

Tt was at thisg juncture that gold began to play a

significant role in the economy end development of the Yukon.



In order to understand the rather belated exzploitation of gold
in the reglon i1t is necessaxry to congider the mental attitude
of prospectors and the geogrephic progress of gold anining end
prospecting through North America.

Progpecting was a permenent yet ceconomicelly unstable
cocupatbion, Prospectors worked their way across America Uo
celifornia, and then north through the gold flelds and
runoured ore fields of the Western Cordilliera. As ocutput or
potential in one field declined so prospectors &fted to
snother sres. Prospectors begen te arrive in the Yukon in
1873, working either from the Californie fields of the '49
rush, the Caribou rush of the 1860°'s, or the Casslar fields.
The first group of prospectors known to have entered the area
travelled down the Porcupine (1973}: the second group crogsed
the Chilcoot Pass in 1878,

The traversing of the Coast Range into the Yukon basin,
was the ‘'poor men's route’ into the Perritory was ultimabely
of great significence in the Territory’s development. It
provided the shortest route intoc.the basin from populated
ecoastal North Americsa.

Over time the number of prospectors atb work increased,
and their location changed., In 1885 prospecting atarted on the
Stewart River, and 1t has been estimated that one hundred men
were working there in that year (Gutsell, 1953). Prospecting

alse commenced on the Fortymile and Sixtymile RBivers. In the

13
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south, gold was discovered on the Blg Salmon RBiver, a
tribubary of the Yukon. In 1886 Cassiar Bar on the Yukon, a
few miles above the mouth of the Big Salmon was discovered.

In response to mining development new settlements canme
into existence. Frospecting on the Stewart HRiver led to the
establishment of a post, Stewart, at its mouth by the Alaska
Commercial Company Limited prospecting on the Fortymile River,
combined with the presence of the Yukon as a useful waterway
led to the establishment of & trading post, Fortymile, at the
junection of this river and the Yukon.

The old fort at the junction of the Pelly and the Yukon
({Selkirk) was veoccupied and became a trading post in response
to increased movement on the river. In 1883 Pike noted the
existence of & new post beside the old one, with a Frotestant
migsion, and a collection of Indian houses (Pike, 1883, 211).
Prospecting on the Sixtymile River provided the ineentive for
the establishment of a trading post, Ogilvie, on an island at
the confluence of the Sixtymile and Yukon Rivers (Bexrton, 1958,
35).

In 1887 the discovery of relatively large quantities of
gold in the valley of the Fortymile River led to internal
migration. Camps were abandoned as miners moved to the scene
of the new strike, and a townshlp evolved round the Fortymile
trading post. In 1887 this became the largest setvtlement in

the Yukon, with at least two hundred miners working in its



vicinity. The proprietors of the Stewsrt btrading post moved
to Fortymile, whilst Stewsrt stself waz repidly depopulated
{Cgilvie, 1897, 112).

The apperent increased economic fortunes of the
Canada-Alasks boundary erea gave rise %o trade rivalry which
1n bturn furthered settlement, Tnitiated by one John Healy,
and backed by the Cudshy meat packing fortune, the North
American Trading and Transportation Company was formed %o
hreak the monopoly of the Alaske Commereclial Compeny. Ford
Cudehy, across the Fortymile River from RPortymile bownslte,
wag developed as the headquarters for this company.

The emergence of a single coherent mining cenbtre in the
vukon in the form of TFortymile 414 not mark the termination of
internal migration in the region, Ultimately three major
ractors contribubed to the decline of Fortymile. These were
exhsustion of the more accessible gold, the introduction of a
police detachment to the settlement, and finally the discovery
of gold on Birech Creek, en Alasken tributary of the Yukon
{Berton, 1958, 28). This latler event led to the establishment
of , and subsequent migration to, the mining centre of Circle
City. The reasons for the decline of Fortymile sre dealt with

more fully in Chepter IIl.
II. THE PERIOD 1896-1901

The discovery of gold by Carmascks on Habbit Cresk, 2
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tributery of the Thron-Diuck River on August 17, 1896, led %o
the most importent phase of human ocecupanece in the Cenbral
Yukon., It precipitated immigration into the Territory on an
unprecedented scale,

Two periods of development within this era of
immigration are te be noted. Firstly internal migration within
rhe Yukon Territory, with attendant consolidstion of population
around Joe Ledue‘'s saw-mill and newly founded town=-gite &b
the junction of the Yukon and Klondike Rivers {Berton, 1958,
52). Secondly, the influx of prespectors from outside the
Territory.

The two periocds of development were separated by & gap
of two years., The first period was nerked by an influx of
prospectors from other mineral bassed settlements in the area,
namely Stewart, Fortymile, and Cirele City. In & letter
written in Jenuery 1897 Ogilvie infers thatb the discovery of
Klondike gold was responsible for the demise of many of the
older mining settlements., He states that,

*The reports from the Thron-Diuck are very gncouragings
so much so that all other creeks are now practically
sbhaendoned, especially those on Fortymile.’

(Ogilvie, Letter from Cudahy,
11-1-1897),
Seversl evente contributed to the delay in immigration

from outside the Yukon in response to the gold disecovery until

summer 1898, Because of the attraction of gold few were willing



to leave the Territory in the late summer of 1896 to break the
news to the outszide world. The severity of the winter of 1896
prevented movement out of the Territory. Ships bearing news
and materisl evidence of the gold strike could not leave for
the Pacific Coast until the Yukon River cleared of ice in the
spring of 1897, and consequently did not resch thelr
destination until July 1897, immediately precipitating o mass
exodusg te the gold-bearing area. The S. 3, Exeelsior errived
st Ssn Pransisco on July 15, 1897. The S. S. Portland errived
at Seattle two days later.

By the time the immigrants started to arrive on the
hesd-waters of the Yukon, or on the periphary of the Yukon
basin 1t was winter 1897. Consequently relatively few were
able Lo veach Dawson in this year, belng obliged to camp and
await the spring thew, when the Yukon River, the main transport
route, was navigable again. It has been estimated that dueing
the winter of 1897-8 there were some 1,000 people camped atv
Glenora, walting to teke the Stikine route to the Yukon
(Tollemache, 1912, 28), whilst some 10,000 had crossed the
Chilcoot Pass and were camped in the vicinity of Lake Bennet,
on the hesdwaters of the Yukon (Morrell, 1960, 385},

The impact of the °‘gold-rush’ as a colonizing influence
in the Yukon is teo be seen from comparing population flgures
for summer 1897, winter 1897-8 and suummer 1898, Morrell

estimates that in the summer of 1897 the population of the gold
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producing area was bebtween 3,000 and 4,000 (Meorrell, 1940, 382).
By the winter of that year Innis (1936) estimebes that the
population had risen to 5,000, whilst during the summer of

1898 some 30,000 perszons entered the Yukon basin and migrated
to the gold fields (Steele, 1915, 312).

The migration to the Yukon was on an unprecedented
seale, Innis cleining that some 100,000 persons attempted to
reach the Klondike area, The migratory forces were perhaps
as much repulsive as they were abttractive., Hotive for
migration as much in the deterioration of domestic conditions
in industrial sreas as it did in the attraction provided by
gold,

The twe major factors influencing migration were
improved communications and world depression. World depression
wae important as it created an sbnormal demand Tor money. it
alzo meant that goods were cheaper, end consequently supplles
were eagsy to obtain. Lack of employment gave pecple free time
to travel to the gold bearing area, Improved communications
aided the migration to the Yukon insomuch as the gteamship
enabled persons toc be transported to the periphery of the Tukon
hagin with relative ease, Mass medla was also responslible
for the induction of migrabtion, newspapers often conveylng to
the masses exaggersted reports of the gold discoveries,.

The immediate effect of the sudden influx of migrants

into the Yukon upon ite settlement pattern was both 2
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modification and a reinforcement of the pattern that had
exigted in 1896, Two distinet functional types of sebtlement
emerged, settlements along the routes bte the Klondike servicing
trenstient migrents, end settlements within the progpecting
ares, serviecing the mining industry. The latter group can be
further divided into settlements not located at the site of
extraction yet servicing the miners and progpectors, end settle-
ments situsted st the site of extraction.

A definite locationsl trend is to be seen in respect
to settlements acting as mine service centres but not situated
at the point eztraction. They were allied to communication
rether then proximity to site of ezbractlion, Without
exception these centres were situated on the maln river at its
junction with the stresm upon which extraction was bteking
place; the siting of such centres asppeared to be & compromise
between proximity to mineral resource and attempt to minlmize
disconfort in an inhospitable area of the earth’'s surface.
: Consequently many of the trading centres serving mineral
extraction which emerged in the gold rush era and the first
twenty years of the twentieth century were located away from
extracting areas, where sile conditvions were vetter sulted to
the comfort of the inhebitants. Flat land, low altitude, and
consequently shelter from preveiling winds, combined wlth
lccation on & major transportation media were characteristic

of these ssttlements,
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inhabltants was secondary toe the fact that valley confluence
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provided the optimum site for & service, break o
distribution centre.

Tt 1ig to be seen that sibusbtion on a major line ol
communication, serving a mineral extrascting hinterlend via a
sributary valley, was characteristic of Fortymile and Cgllvie
prior to the °gold rush'. In the yeers lmmediabely following
the gold discovery Dawson City developed in this mamner, whilst
Meyo Lending which emerged in the first quarter of the
Twentieth Century in conjunection with the exploitation of
silver-lead orez on & tribubtary of the Stewart Rlver illustrates
the same locational trend.

The distribution of settlements scting as service
centres for transients was dictated by three major [actors.
Pirstly, the radisl distribution of roubes leading into the
gold-bearing ares, determined mainly by the natural position=-
ing of valleys and rivers. Secondly, obstacles on the route
which required break in bulk or transport medle., Finally
daily traevelling distance,

Four major route~wsys into the Yukon and to the Kiondike
were used:

1) The Bering Seae-Yukon RBiver steamuship route.
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2} The Skagway-Chilcoot FPags (or White Passg) route te the
neadwaters of the Yukon, and thence down the Lukon,

3} The Dalton Trail from Pyramid Harbour vie the Chilecat
FPazs to e point in the vicinity of Caermacks on the Yukon Hiver.

LY The Stikine route, across the watershed of the Stikine
River to the hesdwaters of the Teslin River, and thence down
the Teslin to the Yukon.
The most importent of these routes in the early stages of the
'sold rush'® was the Chilcoot Pass route. It must be borne in
mind that the ultimste junction of the last three routes with
the Yukon River gives an increase in population as one moves
down the Yukon Valley prior to reaching the gold extracting
BTE8,

Tt is to be conjectured from studying the observatlons

of Barnum (1896) that no new settlement emerged on the route
to the Klondike in the period 1890-1900., In the years before

the Klondike strike approach to the gold producing areas by

many prospectors had been Irom the hesdwaters of the Yukon, this

roube having the sdded advaentage of being free of ice and

H:

therefore navigable before the mouth of the river. The route
used by the migrants of 1897-8 was the same as that used Dy
previous prospectors.

Identical navigational hegards, similar human require-
mente, and analagous daily travelling distance dictated

settlement and camp locabions at the same place as such
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settlement had been located previocusly. The gudden influx of

population merely meent that previously temporary camps becane

Pt

greatly enlarged, and attalined the characteristics of permanent
settlement,

The opening of the White Pass and Yukon rallway in
1900, combined with the counstruction of a2 winter roasd from
Whitehorse te Dawson in 1902 wmodified the settlement pattern,
This modification was furthered by the Tact that from 1900

3

onwards the region's population fell rapidly. In 1899

e

immigration had eppavently @ea@edls and centers which owed
their importance to the fact that they serviced translient
nigrants declined,

The railwey accellerated the decline of river setilements
sourth of Whitehorse due to the fact that there was now no
need for wabter transport in thls area. 1t also aided the
importation of heavy mining machinery which made large scale
extraction more eccnomically viable, and displaced the small
operator, thus augmenting the decline in population {Innis, 1936,
216)., The rasilway made 2 contribution to the permanence of
settlenent by meking Whitehorse a breek of medla point on the

Yukon's most important route-way. As a rvesult the settlement

lFigwreS showing number of passengers conveyed by

steamboat on the Yukon River indicate that in summer 1899
gtesmboats conveyed k4,604 persons from Whitehorse to Dewson,
end conveyed 5,465 persons from Dawson to Whitehorse,



was eble to survive the reduebion in number of transient
migrents which otherwise may have led to its complete decline,
The completion of the Whitehorse-Dawson winter road
(1902) facilitated year-round travel between the twe settlements.
P

Tnitiaelly this communication improvement modified sebtlement

pattern insomuch as road houses were established to service
the stage line using the road. The advent of the zutomobile
wae to render the spatisl distribution of such road houses

srrelevant and lead to theilr declin

As already indicated the pericd 1900-11 saw a rapid

decrease in population in the Yukon., Apart from the displace-
ment of labour due bo the introduction of machinery there were

other reasons for decline. The more sccessible gold had been
vemoved. The world economic situation hed improved, and
employment was again avelilable in the industrisl areas fronm
which many of the prospectors had come. & further Tactor was
thet during the period 1898-1901 the population of the
Territory was far greater than the gold discovery Jjustified,
In the words of loxrell,

‘When the great rush came the extension of the gold

fields was virtually over.'
(Morrell, 1940, 3%1).

The main gainers from the gold discoverles had been the
prospectors and traders residing in the Yukon priocr to the

gold rush.

e
i

part from its potential mineral wealth the Yukon had

29



?,eeethe Klondike rush could not reveal as obther rushes
could, the capacity of a region for carrying a large
population a2t a higher level of civilization,'

(Morrell, 1940, L4O0O)

Tn the period 1901-1921 the population of the study area
underwent a rapid decline. This decline was sccompanied by a
redistribution of population.

A mejor factor responsible for decline in this period
was falling gold outpub combined with the inereased cost of
extraction., This forced small-scale operators of the creeks
in the Dawson area, elther to return to the outside world, or
seek minerals elsewhere in the Yukon Territory. Large
companies with economies of scale began to dominate production
in the Klondike fTields.

After the bturn of the century mining methods changed,
end lack of conformity in correlation between decline in gold
production and decline in population is indicative of two
foacte. Firstly the fact mentioned earlier thet the gold rush
wae over-gubseribed in terms of population, secondly that with

the use of machinery gold output was meintained at & high level
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Twentieth Century create the ilmpression that extractlive

4 %

" eesthe dwindling production since 1900, in spite of

the increased use of machinery is largely due to the gradual

exhaustion of the phenomenally rich portions of Eldorado

and Bonanza Creeks, and of the richer benches, and does

not mark a corresponding decline in the mining industry of

the reZiONessssosoothe number of creek claims worked, and

the amount of gravel handled has lncreased 1 anythingeecscsees

end the decline in production must be attributed to the

lower grade of minerals mined.’

(MeConnell, 1903, 109)

Marked decline in population and the emergence of large
companies with resultant maintenance of a very high level of
extractive activity inevitably left its impression upon gettle-
ment pattern. Nuecleated company settlement emerged as the dominant
settlement type, whilst the introduction of new mining methods
ied to the demise of linear creek settlement. Dredges were
introduced and bulildings in the creeks destroyed so that land
previously worked by primitive placer methods could now be
reworked by dredges.

Tn this period prospecting and mining began in several
areas of the Central Yukon (Figure3,), operated in meny
instances by miners formerly employed in the Klondike Tields.

The following areas were of importances

A., The Mayo Area In 1900 the ares north of Mayo Landing

on the Stewart (formerly a trading post) was prospected by
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miners overflowing from the Klondike., In 1899 four Swedes
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7Y. The following year another tributary of

the Mayeo, Minto Creek, was staked.
Two rivel townsites to serve the nining area, Gordon

Lenting and Mayo Landing emerged, and government roads were
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Fill (Cairnes, 1915, 399). Smell secale production was pursued
for a number of years, and large &Va le production started in
1914 when shipments were mede to Trail, B.C. In 1919 further
discoveries were made on Keno Hill, and a subsiduary of the
Tukor Gold Company began shipping core {C 5 kfield, 1923, 508j).
Xeno City emerged as & result of this latter mining development,

o

to be geen that the discoveries north of Hayo

-
<
w:
6}

s

gave rise to two types of setilement, Firstly there were
sebtlements involved directly in extraction, such as dispersed
dwellings along Duncan Creek, and the nucleated settlement of
Keno Hill. Secondly there were those settlements based upon
communications and distribution, notebly Minto Bridge, MNayo
Lendin, snd the road houses established on the waggon roads.

Although Gordon Lending had better port facillities than Mayo

the construction of & government rosd Trom the latter settlement
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site to the mineral areas was undoubtedly a majo
ordon Landing.

B, The Carcross Ares In the southern Yukon mining

Conrad development and the Big Thing mine, some five miles to
the south of Carcross. MHerchandise was transported ove r the
White Pesss by rail to Carcross snd then transported by stesmer

to Conrad. Initially veports concerning the mineral potential
in this aves were optimistic (MeConnell, 1906, 211}, but
development was relatively short-lived, and in 1917 the Conrad
mines were closed down.

¢, The Klusne Area In 1903 gold was digcovered on the

Fourth of July Creek which flows into Kluane Lake, and
prospectors were consequently attracted into the area. In 1904
Kiluene Lake lay on the route of prospectors travelling to the
gold discovery at Chisana, Aleska, Hany of the prospectors
pravelling towards Chisana stayed in the viecinity of Kluane
Leke, prospecting on its tributary streams (Cairnes, 1914, 355).
Kivane (also known as Silver City) at the southern end

M

of Kluene Lake became the distribution point for the area and

sm“
(‘?"
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slso scted ss & disembarkation point point for miners travelling
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minerel prices, srtificially stimulated by the Flrst World War

1ed to a cessabion of scbivity (Ridge, 1953, 28873,
Trn the era 1901-1021 exvansion of commun tiong wasg of
imporbance. The motivation for the proliferation of

The proliferation of conmunications influenced settle-

ment in two ways. foeds and rivers required road houses and
fuelling polints reapectively, whilat at the Jjunction of
different transport medla seb -tlement grew up to handle and
dietribute merchandise. The role of Fortymile, Dawson, Stewart

and Ogilvie in this respect has already been discussed. In

the periocd 1901-1921 Carcyo Wnitehorse, and Mayoe Landing
emerged s settlements with breek of bulk or distribution as

the mejor function.

Whilet road houses tended to be specially created
single unit settlements, such as Breeburn, refuelling stations
were often settlements which already existed, the advent of

the stesm-boat giving then & wider economic or functional base.
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to work {Coekfield, 1930, 611). The world Depressiocn was
respongible, it has been surmised, for migration to frontier
ereas {Robinson, 1961), end this combined with incressed demend
for gold wes responsible for the maintenance of 2 steble popu-
1skion level in Dawson and the surrounding creeks,

T+ 1s 40 be noted that st the outset of this periocd

the S, 2, "Princess Sophia' sank in the Lynn Cenal drowning
many passengers from Dewson City (Totz, 1963, 1Lk}, This

& the settlement's population dynemiecs, and

adversely affect

%

+he ineresse in population which took pleece in the period

0211081 was confined to the vears after 1930, snd wes due
meinly to the influx of miners,
Tn the early part of this era (19021-3) esilver ore

production in the Mayo Ares inereased gresatly. As oubput

flouriched so Mayo Landing grew, transformed from a trading

Vesr the end of the 1920's and in the early 1930°'s

two Factoras shruck a blow at the developnent of the Mayo area,

IR LA™
incressing development costs, and in the years Tollowing 1930,
decline in world silver prices. In 1930 Cockfield wrote thak,

*....on ore that was profitable a year ago can no longer
be congidered as an eraj Tne minimum content of silver
necessary for profitable operations nhes nearly doubled.’

(Coekfield, 1930, 611).
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V., THE PERICD 1941-19

I

6

This period was the second major era of growth in the
Yukon'’s history. In this period the Territory's population
increased almost three-fold, whilst the decrease in population,
1961-66 does not belie the fact that throughout the post-war
years economic growth continued unimpeded,

Thie wes en era of emergence of new settlements as much
as it was an era of population increase in many of the
established centers bar, notably, Dewson City. The major
factors contributing towards redistribution and growth in this
era were:

£, Trensportation Improvement This improvement,

menifest in the development of the Alaska Highway and the
construction of the all weather road from Whitehorse to Mayo
end Dewson had its initial basis not in eny long-term planning
project, but rather 1in strategic necessity.

In the years 1941-3 the Alasks Highway was constructed
from Dewson Creek, B.C. to Feirbanks, Aleska., With 1ts
associated pipeline complex it was designed to provide a safe
ground communications system between North American air hases
involved in the Pacific War,

The end of the Pecific Wer left the Yukon Territory with
s major (2lbeit unsurfaced) highway traeversing the sourth-west
corner of the Territory, passing through Whitehorse and providing

e direct link with the peace River country, Edmonton and



kS e 3o, B = 2 - o g b g
HJancouver, #ithin the sztudy arss the rozd runs

Wnitehorse

2 9, < u , « o s o ooy Bk 2. o o,
bo the Alasken boundery, with 2 loop south to Carcross, and a

junetion at Haines Junchbion providing sccess to the

. s ,
e, oo 2 P g e Al I I
region, started again. A4An

B 2 o B o - L L o e o : 2
Fiagyo mining srlraes. B Tosl wWas -}_ZL‘ ter congtruchted

YU S SNPGRS N L IS 2 dan
Croseing joining this road to Dawson City.

The road building preogramnme influenced sgettlemen
pattern in three ways. Filrstly 1t replaced other lines of

commnunication, such as the Kluane waggon road, the Dawson
winter road, and the Yukon River as a transport medla. Thies in
turn led to the demise of gettlements which had previously

gerved these routegs--road houses which had not already Dbeen

rendered defunct by the innovation of the automeblle, and

]

settlenments which ascted as fuelling bases

Settlemente which hed served both river and road transport,
gsuch =8 Mints suffered a double blow,

The new 1line of communicetlon reguired settlements to
service 1t, slong with its assocliated pipeline and tele-
communicationsg infrastructure. Se@tlemenﬁs such as Halnes
Junction, st the junction of the Alaskas Highway and the Halnes

EN 2

Load, and Pelly Crosgsing and Stewart Crossing at bridging



Figure 4.

ROUTES IN THE STUDY AREA 1901-1968
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points on the Dawson Road came inbto existence, A C.N. camp
was esteblished st Destruction Bay, as was a2 road maintenance
camp, whilet settlements were constructed by the Americen
Army on the Alasks Highway west of Whitehorse, for the
maintensnce of the pipeline to Alaska,

The highway development diversified or reinforced the
functional hase of settlements through which it passed. On
the voad o Mayo and Dawson, Carmacks, formerly z trading nost,
road house, and a fuelling point for steamboats became 2
bridging point. Its limited tourist services flourished with
the increased amount of traffic brought by the highway. On
the Alasks Highway, Destruction Bay, Burwash Landing, end Haines
Junection develoved tourist services,

R, Tnereased Minersl Aetivity Tncressed mineral

exploitation resulted from a number of factors, increased world
demand for industrizl minerals and semi-precious metals, the
construction of the Yukon Valley all-weather trucking route,
and the introduetion of more efficient mining methods being the

most important. This era sew the reassesemnent of older,

shandoned mining aress. Many abendoned workings were redeveloped,

sueh as the Venus mines in the vieinity of Carcross, and the

copper mines in the vicinity of Whitehorse. It wag in the ers,

the movement of the settlement of Calumet vo Hles,

Vew areas of mineral extraction emerged.

elso, that incressed efficiency in the lMayo nining ares resulted
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Figure

MAP KEY FOR :
POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION

IN THE STUDY AREA

FOR THE YEARS:
1899
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1921
1951
1956
1961
1966
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THE SETTLEMENT GROUPS WITHIN THE STUDY AREA

As indicated in an earlier Chapter tThe setilements in
the study avea lent Themselves to & logical division inte four
groups. <The four sebttiement groups identifled are; The bawson
group, the layo group, the Yukon valley group, and the Alaska
Highway group (Figure 13.). There is a [ivefold basis for
division in this mamner, ViZe.j-

he Lconomic base within each group the settlements have

an econcmic base, or original basis for existence which is
common Lo, and uniguely peculiar to, that group. The sole
mobive for the emergence oi the Dawson group was the extraction
of gold. OSettlement in the layo group is based upon silver-lead
extraction, whilst the Yukon valley settlement goup owes 1ts
development ©o the servicing of transport routes and transients
to and from the mineral producing areas of the north. Finally
the Alaska Highway settlement group is based upon the servicing
of the line of communication running westward from Whitehorse

to the Alaskan border,

S5, Differentisl Growoh Rates Differentisl growth rates

-

in each group, related to the basic function of the groups
reflects the extent to which each group is, or has been, tied
to a single function. Figure 14 illustrates correlation between

the population of Dawson City and gold output in the Dawson



Figure 173,
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Figure 14,

Comparative Change in Value of Gold Froduction and

Topulation of Lawson City, for selected Years,
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Figure 15,

Comparitive Change in Value of Mineral Production and
Population in the layo Settlement Group for Selected
Years, 1951-66

Although correlation appears to cesse after 1956 it is to
be noted that falling output value after this date lesds to
s levelling of the rate of populstion growth,whilst the
failure of population to fall in response to falling value
of production is explained by the presence of fixed CQpltpl
and the maintenance of prospecting operstions.
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Figure 16,

Diapram Illustrating the Decline in the Number of Settlements
In the Yukon Valley Group, 1911-66, and helatine Decline to
Demand For, and Hature of Transportation.
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The slight decrease in the period 1911-21 resulted from the
decline in traffic to the northern mining areas as the most
accessible gold was removed. At this time settlements in the
group serviced,and were serviced by,river and winter ro2d
transport.

The steady decline in the period 1921-41 was =2 reflection of
stagnation,the Depression creating uncertsinty in the mineral
industry and the population of the northern mining aress
remaining low. .

The decline in the period 1941-1961 resulted from the
construction of the north-west highway system with consequent
displacement of river traffic and by-passing of sections of
the former road to Dawson. Settlements not located on the new
road declined,their function as transport service points being
redundant.



Comparative Chanpe in Fopulation of Alaska Hichway

Settlements and Traffic Flow on the Alaska Highway,

105041665,

VEHICLAS
FrER Y2AR
POFULATION
~ Population of highway
settlements - 500
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50,0007 /
<
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~Traffic flow
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Source: Development Plan for the Alasks
Highway; D.B.S., Census of Cenadsa;
"The Yukon Today' .
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Figure 18,

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TOPOGRAPHY
AND SETTLEMENT GROUPS IN THE
STUDY AREA
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The Dewson Settlement Group, consisting of those
settlements, occupied and abandoned, which lie in the north-
west portion of the study area (Figure 19) owes its existence
to gold extraction., In this part of the study area physicel
controls on humen occupance are greabt; i% was the geology of
the region which led to its development, whilst climatic Tactors
have influenced economy and settlement.

Physiographically this area consiats of a plateau
dissected by wide river valleys which never underwent FPleistocene
glaciation (Ridge, 1953, 68). Due to vulecanicity and late
Nesozoic and early Cenozeic intrusion the aree has proved to
boast rich deposits of placer gold. Lack of glacial erosion
led to the preservation of these mineral deposits, whilest the
dominance of water erosion in the region led to the deposition
of the gold in gravels on the beds of rivers and creeks, Gold
was erocded from & vein or oute-crop and deposited cn the floor
of 2 stresm due tc its high specific gravity.

Gold-bearing grevels are located in varying guantities
on the floor of river valleys throughout this study aresa. It
will he seen thet the distribution of this gold dictated the

digstribution and location of settlements directly assoclated



TABLE I

Population Changes in the Dawson Group, 1951-A6.

Dawson

pear Creek
Dominion
Sulphur
Jensen Creek

Granville

1951
783
131

100

82

Source:

1956

851
121

54

54
108

D.B.Sl,

1961 1966
881 742
138 gey

76
52

Census 0f C2nada.



MAJOR SETTLEMENTS IN THE DAWSON GROUP

Fortymile

(

o Moos e(hide

ALL SETTLEMENTS BAR ' ‘\/
. DAWSON CITY & CLINTON 2

ARE NOW ABANDONED

/

River based service & disiribution centre
O local service centre near point of - extraction
Extraction or dredge camp
Native settlament
. miles O 20 40
\
O New town
sourcey, F.D., 1968
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was taking place joined the Yukon. The location cf Fortymile
Stewart, Ogilvie, and Dawson as break of medls and distribution

Despite the mainly seasonsl nature of operalblons, wabter
shortage in the Klondike Valley scon Decane apparent along with
the difficulty of balancing the distribution of waler between

P

(=AY
ereek elsims and bench claims., This dhfficulﬁy ag overcome
by importing water from oubgide the I oy

W
<iondike Vall the Yukon
Consolideted Gold Company spending 7,000,000 on muilding an
eighty-five mile ditch from the heed of Twelve ile niver ©o
Gold Hill. This latter mnbt, with an elevation of 1,112° acted

as a distribution centre for water to various gold workings.
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1911-1921, end it is to be noted that of the 19 areas of
settlement or settlements in 1921 eight had less than 20
persons.

Today only one inhabited settlement remains from the
gold mining era, Dawson Cityy the other inhabited settlements
are Clinton Creek new, dispersed service lodges and road camps
(Gravel Lake), and the temporary summer camps of prospectors.

Evidence of large scale devastation and settlement
abandonment abounds in the major mining area, east and north-
east of Dawson City.

Throughout the Klondike gold fields creeks end river
channels have been greatly podified by dredging; miles of
tailings line the floors of the major coreeks, whilst on the
valley sides secondary vegetation (willow and poplar replacing
the native spruce) bears testimony to the destruction of forest
cover for the provision of fuel and building materialsz. In
many places the derelict infrastructure of the gold industry
of the past persists. Abendoned settlements abound. Towns
such ag Granville, Bear Creek, and Dominion 1ie desolate., In
some areas empty cabins line the valley sides; along the waggon

roads the derelict remnants of road houses can be observed,

gﬁlthough the forest cover of the Klondike area was
never in itself of greab commercial value it provided adequate
material for the construction of dwellings and sluice boxes.
In the years 1899 and 1900 alone 9,000,000 feet of timber were
cut per annum,



Abendoned drainsge channels contour the steep glopes of the
area's Tlat-topped hills; disused pipe-lines are to be seen
end derelict telegraph and power cables parallel the rapidly
decaying waggon roads.

Civen the fact that there are now probebly only thirty-
five persons living in the er@@kslg the author estimates that
there are now probebly only 12002 persons living in the Dawson
area, (including Clinton Creek), en area which once had a
population of some 30,000,

Tt will be seen that despite the unigue character of
the Dawson Area the settlement pattern whlch emerged as &
result of minersl extraction was similer in many respects to
patterns emergng elsewhere in gold exbtrecting areas, notably
in the Caribou areas of British Columbia (Rump, 1967), end the
NWevada mining area of the period 1860-90 (Kersten, 1966).
Rump, in outlining the Caribou development refers to de-
afforestation, modification of valley floors, and the growth
of linear creek settlement. It appears that Quesn:1l, & dis-
tribution centre at the junction of the Fraser and Quesnel
rivers had a parallel in Fortymile and Dawson City.

in an area with little physical or c¢limatic similarity

1Th18 ie o summertime figure based upon an interview
with the mining recorder, Dawson CiTy. '

2p gummertime figure based on author's egtimate.



o the Klondike ares, the Sierra Nebads, Kersten {(1964) noted
en ephemerality and mobility of settlement very much reminigcent
of thet in the region north-east of Dawson. The influence of
gold as a2 colonising influence, and the proliferation of roeds
with associated roed houses in the Sierra Nevads was a phase
clearly reflected in the evolution of the Klondike gold field.

It is now proposed to exemine in detall the types cf
settlement which were associated with the five phases of
development in the Dawson settlement group.

Within the Dawson Settlement Group there were two
distinet pericds of settlement development, the pre-Klondike
ers, based firstly upon prospecting on the Stewart and the
Siztymile Rivers and then on prospecting on the Fortymile Rlver,
end the era of the Klondike gold extraction. The two periods
were separsted by some three years. Growth in the Fortymile
area effectively ended in 1893 with the migration of miners end
prospectors to Birech Creek, Alaske, where Cirele City emerged
(Berton, 1958, 28), whilst the discovery of gold on Bonanza
Creek which reversed this migration did not teke place until
1896,

II. PRE-GOLD RUSH SETTLEMENT

Three settlements emerging as a result of extraction
and prospecting in the pre-Klondike era were Stewart, Ogilvie,

and Fortymile Hivers respectively. The motive for the



esturinal situastion of these settlements, break of media, with
asscciated function ag a service centre for the surrounding
mining area has already been discussed in Chapter .

The internal pattern of these early centres was un-
sophisticated, the settlements being small and unplanned,
clustering along the edge of the river bank., Ogillvie, Stewart
end Fortymile had a similarity beyond locational and funetional
similarity. All conteined a sew-mill, The saw-mill was an
essential plece of apparatus in the esteblishment of settlements
in the Yukon., Wood was the basic material for many things. It
was the only building materiel, it provided the only source
of fuel, it was required in the construction of boats and in
the econstruction eof flumes and sluice-boxes,--=basic infra-
strueture for the proceseging of mineral bearing gravels, In
many instences settlement sites had to be cleared of forest
before buildings eould be built, and it is to be noted that
emongst the first buildings on the site of Dawson was Ladue's
saw-mill,

Berton desecribed Ogllvie in 1890 &3 a small settlement
conzisting of a saw-mill, a two-storey trading post and a few
cabing (Berton, 1958, 35). Fortymile was by far the lergest
settlement, with a population fluctuating between 500 and 1,000,
At the height of its dominance éS & mining centre the settlement
hoasted ten saloons and stores (Berton, 1958). The community

acquired importance as a Customs Post, being the first Canadian

-3
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zetitlement on the Yukon River east of the Alaskan bhorder.

In the period 1887-93 the atiraction of Fortymile and
its assocliabed placer deposits was such that it was responsible
for the depopulation of Ogilvie and Stewart (Ogilvie, 1897, 112),
whilst Fortymile became the destination of migrants entering
the Territory for the first time. The emergence of the trading
post of Cudahy on the opposite bank of the Fortymile Trom the
main town was partly in response to this influx, and partly en
attempt to break the monopoly of the Alasks Commercial Company.

Field work proved the settlement of Portymile to have
changed 1little from 1917 when it was visibed by Stuck. IHe
described it os consisting of some cabing, a customs house,
Church of Englend chapel, RCMP post, a store and a road house
{3tuek, 1917, 66). The author found the sbandoned remnants of
these buildinge clustered on a flood plain, some twelve feet
above, and running parallel to, the Yukon River (Plate 1).

The main bhody of the remains of the sebttlement lay on an
elonzated island which was seperated from the main river bank
by & narrow slough, end were confined to a single street. It
was evident that these remnants of a community of bebtween 500
and 1,000 persons by no meaens represented the complete sattle-
ment. Study of a photograph taken by Ogilvie in 1893 and
exemination of an air-photograph (A/P, A17156-64) of the
settlement-gite revealed far better than field work the presence

of an old street pabtern ruming through what is now dense
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te 1: The remains of Fortymile, viewed from the Yukon River, ILittle
of this settlement now remains, and much of the settlement's
site is overgrown, With river alignment and river-mouth location

(the Fortymile River enters from the right), Fortymile displayed

features common to every major mining service center within the
Territory. o

Plate 2: Moosehide, Now abandoned Moosehlide was a typical Indian river
village, with river alignment and depencdence upon the river for
communication, The Anglican mission is to be seen r




under growth whilst secondary vegetatlon extending beyond the
igland testifies to the degree of devastation ag a result of
the emergence of Fortymlile,

The Klondike gold rush, it is ﬁé be argued, merely
delayed the already evident decline of Stewart, Fortymile and
Ogilvie. The depopulstion of Fortymile at the time of the
Birech Creek géld discovery was alded by the introcduction of a
police forece into. the community which lmmedistely led to the
migration of lawless elements (Berton, 1958), and by placer
exhaustion,

Along with Ogilvie and Stewart, Fortymile underwent a
revival in the period 1898-1900. The three centers attained
importance partly as serviece centsrs for transients, and partly
a8 centers for gold extraction, with oversplll from the Klondike
fields leading to a resumptlon of prospecting on the Stewart,
Portymile and Sixtymile Rivers., In winter 1898 the population
of Stewart, probably about 300 in the 1830's, had risen to
3,500 {Innis, 1936, 207).

However the revival was short-lived., By 1911 the
population of Stewart had shrunk to 121 (and this probably
ineludes persons living on Stewart Biver but not in the main
settlement )y by 1921 it was 25 (D.B.S.). Today only one family
lives here, 0Ogilvie has also disappeared. There are no
population figures available for this settlement; in 1917 Stuck

deseribed it &8 being,

{8



°A small post at the mouth of the Sixbtymile Riverx’
(Sbuek, 1917, 42)

today it no longer exists. The fact that no reference was
mede to it in the 1921 Census may be indicative of the fact
that by that time it had ceased to exist.

Fortymile's decline also continued with the end of the
"gold rush.® By 1911 its population was reduced by 38, and in
1921 it was only 23. After 1ts function as a service center
servieing prospecting and extraction had ceased, Fortymile
survived as a customes post and a staging point on the Yukon

River route to Alaska (Lotz, 1963, 18).
IT1. SETTLEMENT EMERGING AS A BRESULT OF KLONDIKE GOLD EXTRACTION

Prospecting end extraction on the Klondike and its
tributaries, commencing in 1896, led to the growth of settle-
ment in two areas. At the junction of the Yukon and Klondike
Rivers where Deswson City emerged as the service center for the
gold field, and in the gold bearing creeks, tributaries of the
Klondike and Indian Rivers. It is now proposed to study this
latter area of development,.

An impression of the population of the creeks is obtained
from studying RCMP stetistics for winter, 1897 (Table II). &As
can be seen from the figures the popular concept of Dawsgon as
the population center of the Yukon at this time is false, the
erecks listed having almost three times the population of Dawson.

Three functional types of settlement are %o be identified



TABLE II

The Population of the Klondike Gold-field,

January, 1899,

Dawson
Bonanza
Eldorado
Hunker
Dominion
Sulphur

Bear Creek

4,236
3,540
M5
1,400
4,917
680
540

Source: R.C.F.P. estimates.



in the creeks in the pericd 1896-1900, These are miners'®
dwellings, road houses sgerving transients in the gold field,
and local service centers which were normally located at the
Junetion of major creeks., These emerging communities and
dwelling units were connected by trails or waggon roads which
followed the river valleys,

Initielly creek seitlement development was linear.
Cabins and ®ents followed the path of the creek upon which
extraction was takling place, with the miners® dwelling at, or
near, place of work. This early settlement growth was visually
chaotic., Tents and shanties lined the floor and sides of the
oreeks, surrounded by piles of pay-dirt and waste and assorted
exbractive apparatus,.

Ag creek dwellings and communities scegquired a degree of
permanence, however, a distinet pattern in the loecation of
dwelling units became discernsble. The emergent creek settle-
ment asppeared to reflect two things, immediate environment and
land economy. In terms of environment local forests provided
the only building material, whilst the restrictive nature of
the valleye was such that proliferastion of sebttlement was
linear, following the path of the creeks. In esconomic ternms
the miner's dwelling was just one part of the extractive
apparatus. Mozt dwellings were located on the side of the
ereek, above the asres where extraetion wes teking place. Given

the primitive methods of the small secale miner the floor of the
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ereek had to be ubtilised in every way.

Water wes the wmajor resource utilised in the processing
of ‘pay-dirt', which was extracted in winter. Uater from the
ereeks was diverted into sluice-boxes where the gold was
separated from dirt end impurities. Gilven the presence of
numerous clsims end sluice-boxes on eech creek, and the fact
that in meny instances o stream had to be diverted before its
floor could be worked, whilst flumes were often required to
convey water to claims, there was little or noc room for a
dwelling on the floor of a creek.

Restriction of dwellings %o the valley side does not
necessarily meen that settlement in a creek conslsted of a
gingle street {although often this does appear to have been
the case), in meny instances parallel rows of dwelllings were
to be seen following the valley of a creek.

The diagram (Figure 20) is a recounstruction of linear
gettlement based upon field work in Bonanza Creek, and it
combines the major features which the author believes to be
characteristic of linesr settlement development in the creeks;
gingle unit settlement, location above the point of extrasction,
end sssociation with o waggon road or trail joining the dwelling
vnits., Although the floor of the creek had been dredged the
shattered remnants of slulce-bozes end flumes could be seen
enidst the teilings,

At the confluence of creeks nucleated settlements



Figure 20

SKETCH PLAN OF CREEK SETTLEMENT
IN THE VICINITY OF GRAND FORKS
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emerged. These settlements served as loeal gervice centers for
the miners and prospectors. Grand Porks at the junction of
Eldorade and Bonanze Creeks is an exemple of this (Lotz, 1963),
80 algo is Granville.

Grand Forks first came inte existence sg & smell community
consisting of, °‘twenty cabins, and = couple of hotels and
saloons' (Berton, 1958, 188), Although current legend in the
Dawson area claims that Grand Forks onee boasted 2 population
of some 10,000 thiz seems highly improbable, in winter 1898-9
Bonanzs and Eldorado hed only 5,500 inhabitants {(innis, 1938),
and this probebly was the highes% population the ereeks ever
ettained, In 1902 the settlement was given a Tillip when i%
ghould have legleally deeclined; high tawxes forced merchants out
of Dawson into the creek service centers, and Grand Forks gained
In terms of populetion from this migration (Lotz, 1963, 13),

Despite its f@rmé? size and initial resilience in g
period when regional depopulation was taking place Grand Porks
had a2 population of only 62 in 1911, end was not listed in the
1921 Census. Today nothing remsins of the gettlement bar six
derelict houses; the settlement has heen destroyed, and its
gite dredged.

Chenging mining technology, the exhsustion of the more
accessible gold, and the realization of economies to be gained
through large scale operations were responsible for the emergence

of a second stage of settlement developuent in the Klondike gold



1899 virtually marked the end of growth of extraction

Jren

nd sgetblement in the Klondike based upon the efforts of the

i

mall scale miner. Disillusioned prospechtors left the gold

[0

producing ares elither to seek gold elsewhere or to return to

the industrisl centers from which many of them had conmeg

original claiments left the ares as gold became more insccessible
end consequently more difficult to work. ILarge organizations
purchased control of a multiplicity of eclaims sc that large

scale exbtrective methods could be used economieslly., Dredsges
were inbtroduced to:n the @%@@k%a and dwellings and the forner
extractive infrastructure destroyed so that the dredges had

room to operate.

At first nuclesbted settlements which haed scted as creek
gervice centers provided & basse for large secale mining operations.
However ag dredging ectivity increassed and as creek population
decreased company sebtlements emerged to house and service
miners operating the dredges. Grenville, Dominion, and Bear N
Creek emerged ag company settlements

Baasiecally there were two types of dredge camp,
migratory cemps and stationary camps. The donminant type was the
migratory cemp. The genersl prineiple bekhind the migratory
camp was that a8 the dredge moved down & creek the camp would
follow it, the number of times that a settlement moved being

dictated by commuting distance between camp and dredge. The



camp which now stands at Granville 1is bellieved to have been
noved three times, that at Dominion five times. The rate of

novement was dictated by depth and width of operations, the

B

wider or deeper the Aredging operation the slower the dredge
moved,

Both Granville and Besy Creek which are now abandoned
were visited by the suthor., Granville dredge camp (Figure 21
lies at the junction of Dominion Creek and Sulphur Creek, atb
the edge of an extensive aresa of tallings, Some two miles to
the south-east lies the dredge that the camp formerly served,

The valley oceupied by the camp is wide and shallow,
and the dredge-camp lies on the western side of the valley
where the gently sloping valley floor gives way to the more
abrupt valley side. A waggon road follows the bresk in slope,
and the camp straddles the road. As can be seen from the map
{Figure 20), the reoad provides a physieal dividing line between
the two Functions served by Granville, the housing of the labour
forece and the servieing of the extraetive machinery, To the
esst of the road lay the machne shops and storage sheds of the
company, te the west lay the bunk-houses and residences of the
miners,

Granville provides an example of one of the simplest
forms of company settlement, functlonally it served only two
purpceses, its labour force was small and specialized, and

probably reguired no retail structure, Nost of the accommodation

<o



Figure 21,

SKETCH MAP OF GRANVILLE DREDGE CAMP
showing simple functional division
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wag in bunk-houszes reflecting the fact that the vopulation of

ot

nlike Granville dredge camp Bear Creek, the site of a
company camp gince the early Twentieth Century is not a migratory
settlement. In lay-out (Figure 22) the community is more
complicated then CGranville, although the seme functionsl division
exists., The settlement lies at the mouth of Bear Creek, wher
the velley containing Bear Creek meets the Klondike Valley,
The settlement straddles the 0ld Dawson-Stewart Crossing road
which ran along the Junection of the valley floor and the valley
wall of the Klondike Valley
The talling nond lying to the north of the old Dawson
road acts as 2 dividing line betwsen the twe functions of the
settlement. North of this line lie the dwellings of the
company employees, south of it llie the extractive infrastructure.
The divislon bhebtween residence and work is rather more
pronounced than in Grenville, the faect that this was s
stationary as opposed to migretory cemp being reflected in the

presence of single unit family dwellings arrenged in = crescent

4]

in the northern section of the settlement. The btuildings in

b

he settlement were found to be in generslly good condition and

are for sale. When sold they will be transporibediswsy from

ji]

Bear Creek,
The only retail outlet of the settlement consisted of

& single store. It becanme evident from discussions with store-




COMPANY SETTLEMENT
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keepers end formey company employees that the predominsnce of
Tamily units with a variety of retail demands, and the nearby
pregence of Dawson City with 1its numerous retall cutlets and

government services combined to make the settlement®s internsl

retail struecbture of 1little importance.
IV, DAWSOY CITY

A. Site The motlves for the emergence of Dawson City
have already been discussed, and compariszonsg with other break
of medis and distribution centers on the Yukon River mede, With
its original site on a flood plain, some twenty fest above
water level, on the northern bank of the Klondike Hiver st its
confluence with the Yukon River, the town grew at a phenomenal
rate after its foundation in 1896, The settlement ocecupied the
flood plain (where the contemporary inhabited town now stands),
the south bank of the Klondike, (formerly known sz Louse~town),
and the west bhank of the Yukon River, West Dawzon.

The flood plain conteining the contemporary settlement
of Dawson is bounded to the north and the east by a2 steep
gcarp which vuns from the Klondike River to the Yukons the
summit ridge of the scarp lies about 400 feet above the flood
plain, The sgite of Dawson did have certain sdvantages other
then proximlity and access to the gold field, The presence of
the floed plain permitted the consgtruction of bulldings uvpon

level ground snd the execution of & grid plan, Surrounding



hille provided s degree of protection from winter winds; sendy
soils were sonduecive to sgricultural and horticuliural

production in en arves isolated from the continent’s main

ggricultural and horticultural preduc
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from the continent’s mein agriculturs
however, certain disadvanteges of the Dawson site. Permafrost
igz responsible for the shift in the foundations of bulldings:
it has been cleinmed that the light-restricting tendencles of
the surrounding hills in winter have a phaychologicsally adverse
effect (Lotz, 1963, B). 4 further disadvantege is the manner

in which the secarp surrounding the settlement permits low-level
road sccess only via the 75 foot flood plain which borders the
norithern hank of the Klondike River.

Ridge contends that many of the advantages of Dawson'’s
gite were Ffortulitous, and were bharely considered when the
gettlement emerged (Ridge, 1953, 249), He contends that the
basic reason why the site was chosen was that the Xlondike

River was not navigable, and its confluence with the Yukon was

conseguently a natural break of medias point; it was virtual

1&% the time of the Gold Rush farms tobtalling seversl
thousend secres were developed in the Klondike area. These

provided only a fraction of the food reguirement, and concentrated
%o a large extent on the production of fodder for pack animals,

The only farming activity today is market gardening, and the
guantity produced almost satisfies the loecal market, but water
content in the vegebables produced impelrs guality and consequently
stores sell vegetables which have been imported into the Territory.




geographic accldent that there were other site advanteges

ggsoclated with loscation at the wnouth of the XKlendike,

Yukon River, It appeared that the disadvanteges of the settle-

ment site were common to other potentisl siteg in the area,

the restrictive tendenecies of

&
2
jon

permaefrost, flooding

surrounding hills were not unique to Dawson.

&.«&v

Dawson'®s brief, but rapid, growth took plasce in two

3

o« Firestly the period prior to summer 1828 when the full

6]
bﬁ

stage

bé

impact of the 'gold rusgh® had not been felt., At that tims
the settlement consisted of crude or temporary structures.
Secondly the period 1898-1900 when & rapid influx of population
brought demand for retall services and z labour force that
could be utilisged in the construction of 2 more subsbantial
township,

The period 1900-19Z21 saw & steady decline in population
s zold becane more inaccegsible and ss the sgmall scaele miner
was replaced by the mining companies with morve efficlent methods.
From 1921 until the present day the settlement hasz sbagnated,

with the only sbnormal period of population growth being in

boomed in the face of & labour

3

-
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of the msin body of settlement when Dawson was growing, it hes
been suggecsted, was the scarp behind the Lown. GCubsell contends
that, 'the shepe of the settlement has been determined by the

river flat' (Gubsell, 1953, 25), whilst Ridge alsc argues thatb

topogrephic features limited the city's ablllity to grow (F

decline nas bopography had a truly restrictive el
pian of the community. The only exception to thisg is in the

2

pnorth where Moosehide Mountain forms a formidsble cliff and
prevents any development whatsoevel.

The original town plan of the city envisaged a grid-
pabtern spilling over tThe scarp behind the floeod-plain., In
the settlement's hey-day when dwelllings abounded on the river
¢lats opposite the present bownsite and on the scarp behind
it, topegraphy appesred to place very 1ittle restriction upon
growth., 1t was evident from photogrephs teken at the time that
the mejor rastriction placed upon settlement by bterrain was 1in

wilding types, the poorer guallity tuildings tended to lle on

(‘:5.5

o

he scarp above the town.
The proliferation of Dawson City scrosgs two rivers and
over the scarp behind the bpresent settlement is an example of

economic mobivation baking priority over what would normally be

limiting factors on the extension of settlement.



94

limited to the

£lood plain and the scarp, as far as the 1100
contour. Today the inhabited area lies within the oversize
grid-pattern which is a vislible legacy of the gold rush ersa.

The present settlement of
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where o definite concave break in slope can be observed.

Three gtreets lie above, and run parallel to this bresk,
Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Streets. To the north the break
in slope widens, forming a bench, The streets in this part of

Do Ve B L)

rown traverge the bench, at right angles to the Tace ¢

=y

The mar (Figure 213) illustrates the alignment end simple
functional division of conbtemporary Dewson. The most striking
thing to be observed from this ls the proximliiy of the bhaslic

requirements of the settlement. Waler source, POWeXr SQUICEe,
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snd garbsge dump are locabted on the flood plain slong with the
PR A oo, o Y L% 2 ¥, S B e d Yamy. o S, L 1, o

maln bDody of the TOoWh. T will be seen that such feabtures of
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B. Changing Lan

1545 is chosen as the starting point for the study of changing
1and use for s number of reasons. Flrstly since the end of

H

the Second Warld War Dawson has undergone more change than 1t

2,

mining has ceased; the seat of Territorisl CGovernment has been

transferred to Whitehorse. With the ceasure of river traffic
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the settlement's port function is non-exigtent

has emerged as & major basis of The community's economy. Tour
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Powle

L contrast of the 1949 and 1968 meps (Figures 284 and 27)
showe that in the pastiwenty years there has beén a marked
shrinkage in the number of commercial premises and retall

utlets in Dawson. At the same time the settlement’s river

alignment has persisted desvite the fact that Dawson is no

Tt is o be geen that in 1949 commercial premises hed &

37
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scattered north of this central commercial area. By 1952 the
central commercial area was more e¢longaved, shrinkage in water

E

front activities was evident, whilst within the commercisal

zone areas of abandonment Legan o appear.

By 1963 (Figure 26) functional transformation had teken

place. Decline in the commercial ares was continuing, whilst

the Government functiocon within the settlement showed & warked
] 2 T ot £G4 L% maenar g e s e G e R 2
decline. Lotz (1963) provides a comparabive ligt of chan ging

government functions within the settlement, 1llusirating
decline over a ten year periocd {F. 27). The foecus of Government
activity had swung from the Government reserve on Fifth Avenue

Lo enother site thres blocks north.

The rgent visual pattern in 1968 (Figure 27 further
decline of commerci ectivity on Third Street, cast of Gueen

Street, but increase of such activity on Front Street. T
increase in activity was in response Lo the development of
tourism.

In the twenty-three year perlod there was a marked
increase in the areas of abandonment in Dawson. In this period

- 'Y

the absolute number of dwellings in the city decreased by 43.

[

Fal

In 1968 there were 172 occupied dwellings, 40 of which either

did not exist or were not occcupied in 1947, despite the absolute



TABLE I11

Juih
(BN

Government Operations in Dawson City, 1968.

Territorial Government;

Federsl Government;

There is no change from the table ,
when he showed the total number of Federal Government

1963,

Welfare
Ligquor Store
Highway Malntenance

Schools

Miniﬁg Recorder

Forestry Officer

Customs and £xclse

Post Office

R.C.M.P.

Dept. of Transpért

National Health and Welfare

C.N. Telecommunications

compiled by Lotz in

agencies in Dawson to have fallen from eleven in 1952 to

eight.

Source:

Author.
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lsorease in the number of dwellings. In 1947, 74 abandoned
buildings or former bulilding sites could be positively

identified; in 1968, 188 sbandoned buildings or sites of former

In the period 1963-568 the number of ococupled dwellings
increased by O, whilst the number of abandoned dwellings increased
from 152 to 157. Logically this mezns that in the five year
period, 13 dwellings had either been reoccupled or consbructed,

Of the 13, fisld work proved L0 to have heen constructed in the

past five years., In 1963 Lotz noted three buildings under

construction., In 1968 the suthor observed two dwelllngs being
constructed.. It would appear that & counstruction rate of twWo

in keeping with the psce of local demand
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end the limitations of a brief summer bullding season.

Construction of houses in the town in the past twenty
years has been dominated by two bodles. The government bullding

on the Government reserve, providing housing for Government
officials, and also Tor Indlans, and also Cassler Asbestos,
constructing dwellings Ffor officials involved in the prelliminary
stages of the Clinton Creek operatlon.

In studying the contemporary internal setvtlement patiern

of Dawson City one must consider the factors responsible for

3

changes in dwelling loestion and nabure and locstlon of coumercial
end government asctivities. It is to be argued that decline in

commercial scetivity was a direct result of the demise of the
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gold extracting ilndustry with conseguent shrinkege of population
in the creseks as opposed to shrinkege of the clity's pupulation
itsell, Although service centers such as Grand Forks and
Granville, and driedge campg such as DbBear Creek had stores the
g00ds they sold were of limited range, and Dawson was the major
service center for such setilements. Interviews with store-
keepers in Dawson yielded the informeiion that untlil five

yeare ago sbores sold more goods to creek sevtlements Than

they G¢ild to Dawson.

Howadays the vast majority of business comes from within
the settlement. As gold mining declined, and with it Dawson's
function as a service center, so the town began vo rely
inecreasingly upon tourisms; hence the revival in water-iront
commercial premises.

The shift in the location of government activity in
Dawson resulted from the trensferring of the seat of Texritorial
government Trom Dawson to Whitehorse, and the changing nature
of the government function itself. The Federal Government
building was transferred to a new site from The 0ld Territorial
building as a matter of economy of secale--the new building
being smaller and more efficient. At the same time the growth
of Government housing in the settlement reflects the settlement's
role as & regional center for highway maintenance, police,
forestry, and alir traific control.

C. Building Types Building types within Dawson reflect
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studied, ber Whitehorse. UWhereas most of the Lwo-storey
buildings in Dawson were the remfants of the early days ¢
gold extraction, those in Whitehorse had been constructed when

oy

the sebblement was a military base. The presence ci two-gtorey
houses in Dawson appears to be a cultural transplant, and

lends credence o rFaul's idea that mining communi
traits of conservatism as much as they did innovation (TFaul,
19637

Tt is increasingly evident that the modern trend in
building construction in Dawson is introduction of prefabricated
nouses that can be easily constructed and noved elsewhers 1T
the need arises., This reflects the Temporary nabture of mang
of the operations in Dawson CLLy, such as company prospecting,
and uncerbainty in the future. A4 classical example of pre-
fabricated housing in Dawson is that provided
Asbestos for its Clinton Creek employees besed in the ity
Three houses were constructed {or company personnel and will
be transferred from their Dawson site to Clinton Creek upon
completion of the new touwn.

The temporary nabure of many prospecting and mining
operations, and the aifficulty and cost of constructlion in
this climatically adverse and permafrost prone reglon is
reflected in the presence of trallers 1in Dawson City. Ten

trailer units serving as dwellings were noted in the settle-

ment. The trailer provides a moblle unit which, due to leck of
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TABLE IV

Commercial Operations in Dawson City, 1953-1968, N

Ridege 1953 Lotz 1963  Author 1968

Blacksmith's Shop
Garage

Commercial Gardener
Barber

Beauty Parlor
Theatre

Hardware Store
Bicycle Shop
Souvenir Shop
Restaurant

Hotels (with bars)
Rooming Houses, Cabins
"~ lMotels

Banks
Transportation Companies
General Stores
Bakery

Newspaper office
Clothing Store
Company Offices
Taxil Companies.
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virtually non-existent, Temporarily the Clinton Crask
operation provides a market for Dawson hesed servicesg, but with

I v TR I & ad Lin T, -, k2 -, oo m 3 - i L4 oy i ? Sen
the completion of the new town at Clinton O selr this market

sl

w111l decline. In the creeks south-east of Dawson thers are

Tn the face of decline in the number end size of mining
operationg Dawson has svught to capitalise on what has become
the Klondike legend. A stern-wheel boat, the Z. S 5@&01 has
Leen renoveted and placed upon the Dawson water-front, whilst
the Ffalasce CGrand Theatre--azn institution with its origins in
the gold rush era, has been restored. Flansg ave now afoob
for the preservetion of more abandoned and decaying buildings
within the settlement. As already stated motels have emerged

in response to tourism. The exte nt to which tourlism provides

11?0ni&&11y the Keno plied the Stewart RBiver and served
the Meyo minerasl area, and not the Klondike,
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contain a school.

The major influence that the Clinton Creek operation and
the associated new town could have upon the geography of the
Dawson settlement group lies in the field of communications.
The Minister for Northern Affairs has stated that if the
extractive operation were worthy of it a new bridge would be
built across the Yukon River, replacing the present ferry and
congequently eliminating interruption of trensportation at time
of freeze snd breakup. With Dawson as the slite for the bridge
sueh construction may, in commercial terms offset the economic
damage that the emergence of Clinton Creek new town could do

to Dawson.




CHAPTER V

THE MAYO SETTLEMENT GROUP

i

T, PHYSICAL AND HISTORICAL SETTIHNG

The Mayo settlement group, lying in the north-east corner
of the study area, owes its development to the extraction of
silver-lead concentrates. Currently this group of settlements
includes the former break of media and distribubion center for
the reglon, Mayo Landing; Keno City, a declining mining center;
and Blsa, presently a booming mining btown.

The settlement group lies on the southern edge of the
Stewart Plateasu, and is bounded to the north by the licQueston
River, and to the south by the Stewart River. This glaciated
plateau, characterized by broad steep-sided valleys is composed
of metamorphosed sediments of Pre-cambrian age which are over-
lain by Paleozolc sediments (Bostock, 1948). Contained within
the FPre-cambrian rocks is the ore mineral Galens, and it is the
extraction of this ore that forms the econonmic base of the
region.

Climatically this area is similer to Dawson, although
winters are not as harsh, with a January mean of «13°F (a2 mean
deily minimum of -23°%F and a mean daily maximum »BQF) at Mayo,
compares with -22°F at Dawson. The mean daily July maximum for
Meyo Landing is 72°F with a minimum of 45°F, North of the

Stewart, however, in the Elsa-Keno area altitude is an adverse



TABLE V

Population of Settlements in the Mayo Group,

1951-66.

Mayo Landing
Keno
Blsa

Calunmet

1951
241
881
201
134

1956 1961 1066
249 342 479
190 156 144
247 395 529
366 377 198

Source: D.B.S.,

; -'lé.w/:,,,

Census of Canadsa.
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modifying influence. 48 with the Dawson group climatically

oo

induced problems are associasted with construction and trange-
portation., Pemafrost, lying at depths between +en and giz
feet at layo exists throughout the region {Ridge, 1953, 311),
although there is little viesible evidence of its influence on
construction, bar in Elsa where the water supply system lies
on the surface,

Unlike the Dawson ares climate is not a seasonsl control
upon mining activity, however in the past it has bheen an
important influence upon communications. Until the construction
of an all-weather road from Whitehorse to Mayo the Stewart and
Yukon Rivers were the major transpor: artery. Extracted
ninerals were transported by waggon road to Mayo where they
were transferred to boats for transportsetion to Whitehorse
whilst provisions for the mining settlements were brought by
boat to liaye where they were distributed to the gurrounding
mining communities. Becsause of seasonal navigation food and
provisions had to be stockpiled at Mayo in the summer for winbter
use, whilst in winter extracted ninerals were stoeckpiled at
llayo to awalt the reopening of navigation in gpring.

The esrly history of the settlement group has already
been discussed (Chapter 2). Resulting from the originasl plaecer
development on Duncan and Minto Creeks settlement emerged on
the Stewart River at lMayo Landing =nd Gordon Landing, with both

communities functioning as distribution points snalagous to



11 stribubion point at the junction of waggon roads serving Hinto
and Duncan Creeks (Cairnes, 1915, 282}, whilst in the creeks
rhemgelves sebitlement wasg linear, akin to that found in the
oreeks of the Klondike gold field.

Although in V§966 silver-lead ore was discoversd on
Gelens Hill it wes not until 1914 that extraction first took
place, with the fruitis of small scale production continued
until 1919 when discoverlies on Keno Hill led to shipment of
ore by = subsidiary of the Yukon Gold Compeny. In 1921 another

Klendike compseny, the Treadwell Yukon Compeny began to develop

3

elaims in the Keno Hill area {Cockfield, 1923, 208)., The

£,

@

subseguent history of cettlement development in this aree ia
the story of changing location of mining communitles in the
face of new mineral discoverles and changing market conditions
for the extracted minerals.

Tt iz apparent thet untlil 1920 Gordon Landing was the
dominant break of media and distribution point on the Stewart
niver. This ig illustrated by reference to the fact that a
frelght destinabtlion 1ist from Dawson for 1916 vefers to Gordon
Lending as the destination on the Stewart River; lMayo Lending
ig pot mentioned {Department of Inielor, 1916).

Fyom 1919 onwards Mayo Lending grew abt the expense of

v
5

GCordon Landing becauee, although it wag roughly equidistant
o %

from Gordon Landing end Hayo Lending to the extracting area,



the labtber settlement was lowsr down the Stewart and consequently
the sggregate digtsnece from the junction of the Stewart and

Yuken Rivers wee ghorter. At the same time Keno City became the
mejor extractive settlements acting as a center for ccmpenies
working elaime on Keno Hill,

As stated in Chapter 2 in 1932 world market conditions
hecame o Forece influencing the changing leoecation of setilement.
In thie year falling world prices foreced the closure of the
Tresdwell Company's mill at Wernecke on Keno Hill, which hed
been founded in 1923, Subsequent discovery of the Calumet ore
led 4o the movement of the plant and itz assocliated infrastructure
to Elsz in 1934, The dependence of Mayo Lending upon the
fortunes of the mining avea is reflected by the fact that both
in the esrly 1930°'s and early 1940°s when large scale nining
operations were temporarily suspended due teo adverse world
market conditione the distribution function of Mayc Lending
correspondingly declined (Ridge, 1933, 318).

The years felleowing the end of the Second World War saw
sn increase in world metal prices, and the Kenc-Elsa mining
region flourished. Froduction of silver-lead-zinc ores has
continued at an increasing rate over the past two decades, whilat
st the seme time settlements have emerged and declined. Calumet
on Celene Hill was, briefly, the largest settlement in the

group: it has now ceaszed to exigst,. Keno City 18 rapidly deeclining,

we

L

whilst Elsa hae become the major mining community and the



lerzest settlement in the area. VMayo Lending, however has not
sharved in the improved fortunes of the mining area to the extent
one would have expected, The construction of the all-weather
rood from Whitehorse to the mining area led to the decline of
Mayo's bresk of medis funetion, whilst the through truecking

of supplies from Whitehorse to Elsa led to a reduction of the
dietribution end service function, It 1s now proposed to

study in detail the three settlements in the group that are

surrently ceccupied,

1. MAYO LANDING

A, Stages of Development The origin of Maye Landing as

a trading post which became a service center for plaecer mining
were outlined in the first chapter. In subsequent years the
development of the settlement passed through three stages.
Firstly it emerged ag the only port on the Stewart serving
the mining area, after the decline of Gordon lLending, the
motives for which have already been digeussed, Interviews
vielded the information that in reslity Cordon Landing wes the
retter of the two ports, belng less guspect to flooding than
Mayo.

The second stege was the emergence of a coherent
ninterland serviced by the gettlement, in the form of Elsa and
Keno City. This was reflected in the manner in which the

growth of Mayoc Lending wes tied to the fortunes of the mineral
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industry end the way in “which the prosperity of the community

Taltered sg mineral pricesg failed ag they 4id at intervals in

The third phase of developnment 18 that phase which the
center has passzed through in the past twenty-three yeasrs. In
1950 the constructlion of the all-westher rozsd from Whitehorse
rendered the port function obsolete, Conseguent reduced
trenaport costs and conbinuity of transportation meant that
smaller companies could wmove intoe the ares and usge Mayo ag a

mining and prospecting base, but there was now no need for H

0

7O

ag a distribution center, the three mpajor extracting communities
of Blsa, Xeno City, and Calumet, belng Joined to Whitehorse by
& single transport medias., Despite this decline in the necessity

2 2

for & distribvution cenbter rvetail fun
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ferts
%w&
feed

of greatb
importance to the community, ag shall be seen, whilst decline
hags alsc been averted by an incressed government commitment in
the settlement.,

D, Site Conditions Mayo Landing lies on the northern

bank of the Stewsrt Hiver, aboubt 15 Teet shove water level,
some 170 miles above its Junction with the Yuken., To the west
it is bounded by bthe lMayo River, whilst to the north and ezst
the sluvinum floed plain upon which the settlement stands
stretches away uninterrupted by any major topegrephic Teatures,
The presence of a dyke slong the western extremity of the town

i indicative of the Taect that it is susceptible to fleoding



Fipure 26,

MAYO LANDING
SITUATION AND BROAD LAND - USE ZONES

To Stewart Crossing,.
Whitehorse, Dawson

To'Airporr,
7 Elsa, Keno -
LEGEND:

COMMERCIAL AREA

Z RESIDENTIAL AREA

INDIAN HOUSING

GOVERNMENT ZONE

g DYKE

440 R 80 1760 feet

source - F.D., 1968




we plein on which Vaye Lending stands extends northwards
for two milesz, and has a gradient of only 1:100., This provides
emple room for expension if, as is unlikely, this is ever
reguired. Bearing in mind compaXr ison with onn Landing the
location of Maye Lending appears to result from optimum economy
in respect to transportation being preferred te optimum site
condition in terms of security from naturel hazerds, end it
appesrse that such features as the presence of flat land for
future expension is purely fortultous,

In plan the settlement has an unmodilied grid-patter,

Dawson City, and despite the fact that ite basis for ex
wase removed in 1950, the communiby has & neat and consolidated
appearsnce, The inecidence of abandonment 1is low--15 dwellings
being aebsndoned out of a total of 103, Although vacent lots
can be seen, sbandonment is meinly menifest on the periphery of
the settlement, especially on the water edge extension gouth

of the town.

The idea that most sebttlements in the whole study arvea
vrovide basic smenities such ag wabter, garbage dispesal and
electricity ig not entirvely valid for Mayo Laending, nor for any
of the settlemente within the group. In Mayo water 1is obhtained

locally {from wells), whilst waste disposal is located at a



"

point on the perimelter of the town. However electriclty lis

T 2oy ral e dodm o T e T2 8 e % <7 % Lo, L - T 25 3 ey
obbtained from the Mayo River hydro electric power scheme, which

C. Lond Use

i
fete
e}
i3
i}
e
A
]
w0
ta]
(ol
s
e
4]
e
(5]
it
<
Lvm%
&
o]
[
]
Lvi]
4]
fio
it
<t
5
44

settlement for the years 1953 and 1968, The first mep is based
upon Ridge's work, the second upon the author's field work.

In 1950, as can be seen from Ridge's map, Mayo lLanding boasted

(&)
ol
I
o
[s3
3]
w

features asszocisbed with other river based distribution p
such as Dawson end Fortymile. The commercisl area dominated

the water-Tront and First Avenue, as 4id the docking and ore-

A relatively empty tract of land separsted the dwelling
ares from the commercial area. Governmment function were dis-
persed, On his land utilization map Ridge shows farm land
lying to the north of the main body of the town; although long
sumper days ere conduciyie to hortlculture in this aresa the
autheor doubts that this farming could have been of much importance
and found no evidence of agricultural activity here in 1968,

Tn 1968 the land utilization map shows considerable
changse, The grid-pattern itself has been slightly modilied, 1%
wild sppesr, with the construction of a highway from the

Whitehorse-llayo road inte the town from the sast. However such
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modification may have always existed, Ridge possgibly used
Covernment survey meps of Mayo which show a rigld grid-plen
which devistes from reality. The 1968 map elsc illustretes a
congiderable ghrinkage of the commereial srea, this now being
confined to a limited part of First Street. This has resulted
mainly from the fallure of river traffiec,

A notable consolidation of Covernment activity hes teken
place. Two areas containing Government institutions are to be
seen, There is the ser-radio station, operated by the Depertment
of Transport, which lieg north of Second Avenue; there is also
an area north of Fourth Avenue, where there is a scheool,
forestry office, mining recorders office, Tndian Affairs office,
and B.C.M.P. post., TIn this aresz also lies the settlement's
hogpital that was formerly located outside the grid-plan,

There ig an obvious segregation of population within
Maveo. In the south-west portion of the settlement, hounded by
the dyke, 18 a recently created Indien community. Here lie nine
houses constructed by the government. In 19532 Ridge stated that,
'the nabive and white residents are not separated, but live
wWihin the same zone® (Ridge, 1953, 323). At the time of Hidge's
writing most of the Indians living in the vieinity of Hayo
lived in a2 native village, about eight miles down the Stewart

River from Mayec. Today this is no longer the case, The Indian

+

nopulation of the village has moved inte Mayo, and approximately

90 Indians ave housed in the adequately construeted, standardiszed,
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was undoubtedly due to the attraction of government provided
housing, combined with the presgence of & beer hall and possible
employvment opportunities within the community.

De. Building Types The buildings within Mayo Landing

displaey similar feasbures as meny of those in Dawson City. The
vast majority of two-sgtorey bulldings lie in the commercial
ares, 5ix out of nine commerciasl buildings on First Street

were two-storeys, whilst cut of 103 dwellings only six exceeded

one storey. YWeod wae, and is, the excluslive

B

with bulldings ranging from log constructed warshouses to

recently erected buildings constructed from prefabricated wooden

T, Service Bazse As with Dawson Clty the past twenty years

have seen the grestest transformation in the functional base

of the settlement it has ever known. This has been the demise

of the break of medis and distribution Tunchblions as river traffic
ceased,

Ags can be seen from comparisgon of the two land utilization
mape apart from becoming consolidated govermment sgencies within
the settlement have increased since 1950. & government garage
and C. N, office have been introduced whilest the Royal Canadian

Corps of Signals moved oub to be replaced by an aer-radlo compleX,



TABLE VI

Commercial Operations in Mayo Ianding,

1953 and 1968,

Airline Office
Bank

Barber's Shop
Beer Hall
Book Store
Cafe

Clothing Store
Garage

General Store
Motel
Saw-Mill

Trucking Company

Ridge, 1953.

1

1
1
2
1
2
1
2
2

= w

Author, 1968.
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Nespite the development of the Whitehorse-layo road
and the through trueking of geods fronm Whitehorse o the Tlsa-
Keno area, there has been no marked change in the range of

rekail services sinee 1950, The only notable closure has been
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services in Mayo is the absence of 2 varieby of services in the
mining communities, (Flea, Calumet, Keno). Keno does not have

e shore; Elsa has only one store. Thus desplite the decline of
the settlement's port function, its retall services gtill linger
snd thig is more the result of default in other settlements

rother than the Tact that lMayo is the naturel center for such

o

activities,
The decline of the community's importence due to the
closure of the port is reflected in the reduction of the nunber

af trucking operabions based in liayo. Today White Pass is the

only trucking company with an office in the settlenment,

Tn 1953 Ridge wrote thet,

"The continuance of Meye as a distribution and government
saministrative center appears to depend on the price of base
metals, improved transportation conditions hetween the
settlement and the mining areas, and the rise and imporcance
of XKeno City.’

(Bidge, 1953, 327)
3ince this date, despite Ridge's pessimisn, and despite the
failure of Keno City end the growth of Elsa as the leading
settlement in the group the population of Mayo has increased

from 657 to 1340. The range of retail services within Mayo
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increase within HMayo seemg to be somewhat i1llogical.
phenomena may explaein the population inecrease; firstly, the
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2iy strip, room for expansion, end is nore advantagously
located in respect Lo climabte then any other community in the
area., A% a result 1t is a good base canp Tor prospecilng
operations in the syes, end it is able to supply the basic goods

&

ot

and servieces required by prespectors. AL the same time Mayo

n the ares, the presence

el

a useful base for government operations
of & service base, room for expansion, end the lesst adverse
climate in the group being factors one could counsider to be

sbtractive to government officisls,
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‘mctivity for the season was on the incrsase and
continued to be widespread in nature’,

reflects Mayo Landing's new function as a base servicing
prospecting operations. The increasing use of the helicopter
in prospecting operations hes enhanced the settlement’s
importance as a center for prospecting; because of itse range
the helicopter does not have to be stationed at the point where
prospecting is taeking place, whilst lMayo is in ezsy access of
the minersl bearing areas of the Stewart Plateau and can supply

the basic goods snd services required by & prospecting expedition.

ITT., KENO CITY

A. Development The settlement of Keno City emerged in

response to the development of silver ore extraction in the
vicinity of Keno KEill in the years following the stampede %o

the area in 1919. Since this date, with its economic base tied
completely to mineral extraction, the community's fortunes have
fiuvctuated with the prosperity of the mining industry in the
erea, This 1s reflected in the varying population of Keno City.

in 1921, after the initisl development of the area the

poprulation numbered 101. Although nec figures are availlable for
the years 193L and 1941 it is probeble that in this period there
were two phases of decline, both assccisted with depressed metal
prices: these were the years 1930=-34 and during the Second World

War. In 1951 the population numbered only 81.
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steted that 1%t was 2 'wide oven mining settlement (Ridge, 1953,
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Althoush obvicusly owing its prosgperity and existence o
the presence of large mining companies Keno City 1s not a2 typleal,

planned, company sebtlement, Rather 1t is 2 ‘lalissez Taire’

which has served =g a base For mining operations of
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conmunibty alligned along

the town is bounded by Lightning Creek, whilst to the west the

i3

Tn sppearance the setblement is chaotic. Northwards old

mine workings sbut into the town, whilst westwards mining
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THE YUKON VALLEY SETTLEMENT GROUP

The slignment of the Yukon Valley group of asettlements
(Figure 34 ) immediately suggests the function which they
gserve--that of servicing transportastion routes to the northern
inhebited ares of the Central Yukon. All but four of the
seventeen communities whieh exist or have existed in thig group
ave zllied to & single major btopographic Teature, the Yukon
River valley, which in this sectlon of the study area runs
from the rTiver's headwaters in Leke Bemnett to the junction of
the Yukon end Felly hivers. Of the settlements outside the
valley two were road houses on the Dawson-Whitehorse winter
roed, whilst two are bridging points on the Felly end Stewart
Rivers which have only abtained importance gince 1950,

The setiblements within the group are 80 dispersed that
they 1lie in no rvigid or esasily defined climstic sub-region as
do the communities of the Mayo and Dawson groups. The distance
hetween RBennett in the extreme south and Stewart Crossing in

the extreme north is approximstely 240 miles,

e

Although elimatic date 1is sveilable for two gtablons

fed
iy

within the ares, Carcross and Whitshorse, both these are in

the extreme south and ave so close together that no uselul

= o

gppraisal of climatlic contrast bebtween north and south can 08



TABLE VII

Population of Settlements in the Yukon Valley Group,
1011-1966.

1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1¢4%
Whitehorse 727 331 541 754 2504 5031 4771
Carcross 165 113 - - 184 175  1G6
Tagish 4 - - - -
Laberge 13 -
Hootalinqua 2 -
Carmacks 74 32 - - 148 218 311
Minto 5 - - -
Ft. Selkirk 39 25 - -
Pelly Crossing | 5 151 137
Stewart Crossing _ - - -

(-) indicates that in that year =

settlement existed, but was not
listed in the Census.

Source; D.B.S., Census of Canada.



Stewart Crossin g &

SETTLEMENTS IN - THE
YUKON VALLEY GROUP, 1968

Pelly Crossing

& i
)

Fort Selkirk Q

Yukon Crossing O\

Carmacks €}

LEGEND

® Settlements currently involved
in the servicing of transients

O Settlements based upon the

Y/ Hootalinqua
servicing of transients or transport abandoned

B Current distribution centre S\ ab
aberge

O Former river based distribution
centre

Settlement with origins in
railway development

@ Tourist or recreation centre p)

.. Whitehorse
® Former mining camp

N Canyon City

Robinson g
0 20 40 miles

Lorne A

Carcross :

t @ Conrad
®) Bennett //! X

source; F.D., 1968
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CARCROSS
LAND USE

§ OCCUPIED DWELLINGS
D ABANDONED DWELLINGS

COMMERCIAL PREMISES

1- CURLING RINK
2- GAS STATION
3 - STORE
4- HOTEL

2 RAILWAY COMPANY LINE

E==3 SHED
oot STATION

D CHURCH

S - SCHOOL

300 600 feet

IO

DOCK AREA

BENNET LAKE

source - F.D. ,

ABANDONED

1968

. To Whitehorse,
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sneral view of the main body of Carcross, looking

the Iorﬂv”ound, 1e¢t of cente”

.
V
0

2

Q9
=
&)

L3
&

T hree stowﬁy bulldlhb rlgnt of
The railway enters the settlement from the

cenbter is the hotsl,
south via the bridge on the extreme left which also serves as a
road-bridge,
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- Figure 36,

SKETCH PLAN OF TAGISH
. \ MARSH LAKE
[ i
_ 3D Line of former ferry 72 0
4 / X.[°_...
7
@ N ,( 0] @ Alaska ,
’/ 8 Hwy. :
\ X 7 ,/,’I B camr |
E/ > v ’z 7 :
== 5] SITE :
% ] e ]
former trail to
Carcross
FORMER
i
MEADOW «
< \
’Q\\ — .
e — .. -
INDIAN |
I .
GRAVE - :
To n |
refuse dump T YARD :
—_ b — |
O
<€
- To
v abandoned
To Carcross RC.M.P.
post
v
INHABITED DWELLINGS ] CAFE v
X] SUMMER COTTAGES 2 DISUSED TELEGRAPH OFFICE
[*] cABIN RENTALS 3 DISUSED SCHOOL
B SHEDS 4 TRADING POST
feet O 300 600
source, F.D., 1968




nrevented the complete disappearance

1948 the srowth, or mainbensnee of

the zgrowth of Whitehorse and ths

sommunications have made the sommunity scceseible to the

Tod

completely tourist orisntated consisgts of a2 trading peost, 2

camp site, 2 cafe, 2 boat rental office, and =

BTSB .

seroas the narrows and the aszsociated rosd to
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the early street settlement st the site of the nerrows ccecurred.

The construction of cotiages since 1950 has taken place parallel

to the narrows, access being gained by the new rocad to Carcross.
Despite its rescent growth Tagish lacks bzsic amenities.

Water is obtained from the lake; there is no elecitricity, and

a8 in other Yukon setilements waste disposal lies immediately

ad jacent to the perivhaery of the settleument,

The settlement of Whitehorse, the major settlement and

gervice center in the Yukon Territory, shall not be sbudied in
any greater detasil than that reguired to illustrate its
evoliution, and its role in the developnment of %ﬁe contemvorary
setilement pattern in the Yukon Valley group of sebilements
There are two reasonsg for this. Plratly, much resesrch has
already been conducted on Whitehorse, ad to this the resder i3
referred, Secondly the study of conbenporary Whitehorse could
be a thesis in itsell, and would be too lengthy and involved

for inclusion in & work of thisg nabure,.

In reslity Whitehorse can be clagsed into two gettlienment

é

groups, the Yukon Valley group and the Alaske Highwey groube

=
Ho
bde

(& n the Tormer group that Whitehorse Tirst smerged, and
most 1ts history hes been asscclated with., Conseguently the

settlement is clsssed in the Yukon Valley group of setilements.
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it hae been assserted (Ridge, 1953} that in the years following
the collapse of copper extraction the tourlst industry grew,
offsetting the adverse economic effects of the collapse, The
avthor is sceptical about such developments. Fopulation figures
{Table VII) tend to illustrate the fact that Whitehorse stag-
nabed until the construection of the Alasks Highway.

After 1942 the Alasks Highway becams 2 major influence
upon the settlement's growth. The service base was increased
to meet the demands of construction workers, whilst Whitehorse

became the focsel point of the North West Highway system. Since
1951 the removal of Territorial government offices from Dawson
City to Whitehorss snd the increased use of the settlement as

a base For mining and prospecting operablons have been responsible
for rapid increase in population (Table VII ). Location in one

of the mosgt elimatically hospitable partes of the Territory
combined with its poszition at the hub of the Territory's trans-

I

portation network are assets which have made Whiteshorse attractive

f

to mineral compsnies and government departments as &
operations, Today the settlement 1s the administrative,

Adistribubtive, and tourist cenbter of the Yukon Territory.
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WHITEHORSE ; LAND USE 1943
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WHITEHORSE ; LAND USE 1968
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rlate 7: Whitehorse, This view of the Territory's capital, taken from the
scarp which forms the western boundary of the settlement, clearly
shows flood-plain location and grid street pattern, The path of
the Yukon River is marked by the scarp in the immediate background,
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TABLE VIII

Whitehorse:; Range of Services, 1944 and 1968.

Griffith Taylor, 1944, Author, 1GAE.

General Stores 2
Catalogue Stores

Small Miscellaneous Stores
Drugs :
Clothing

Books

Butchers

Miscellaneous Services
Heating and Electrical
Airlines

Tourist Offices

Hotels

Motels

Restaurants

Garages

Souvenir Shops

Lawyers Offices

Banks

Insurance Offices

Post Office

Liquor Store

Telegraph Office
Theatres

Barber Shops

Taxi Companles
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{Cockfield, 1928, 586).

orary nature of occcupance of the s

The tem; ebtlenent was due to
+he nomzdic habits of Indlans, using it 28 a winter camp.

Norith of Little Salwon are three other communities which

Carmacks, Minto, and Fort 5 vk Carmacks, which wilil bs

The settlement salso displayved river slignment., The now abendoned
community of Minto, ebout sixty-five miles nort th of Carmecks is
alzo aligned parallel to the Yukon River and was dependent upon
the river as a source of livelihood, both as a transpord media,

and as a functional base, in the servicing of wviver ftralffic,

At the junction of the Yukon and Felly Rivers lies the
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The one setitlement between Whitehorse and the confluence
of the Yukon and rPelly Rivers which did not decline was Carmacks.
This communibty provides an excellent case exemple of &

sebtlement which due bBo lasck of specializstion combined with

As Site Carmscks lies on the western bank of the Yukon

River, on the concave streteh of g pronounced nmeander. The main
body of the settlement runs parasllel to the river, and lies on
2 narrow plain backed by a steep wooded scarp., The plain lies
feelt above the level of the wviver (Figure 40 ).

about twelve I

B, Histery White habitation o©

in the foundation of =z trading post there by George Carmacks,
Scarth (1897) noted the presence of the post in 1896, but stated

that it was deserted. The loecsziion of the post st the peint

where the Dalbon Trail met the Yukon River is to be gleaned

from Secarth's shatement that, "a pack trail well worn with horse

manure goes off im & southe-westerly direction.' {(Scarth, 1897, 12).
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the econonic basze of the community.

In 1950 the construction of the all-weather road from
Whitehorse to NMaye initisted the transformation of Carmack's
funetional base., Before river traffic ceased due to competition
from the new road the settlement acted as a river port and an
211l seasons crossing point on the Yukon River. In summer a
cable ferry was used; in winter & rosd was cmated across the
jee. In 1953 the population of Carmacks totalled 148,

The incresse in population to 218 in 1961, and 311 in
1966 is associated with increased nmining activity in the settle-
ment's hinterland, combined with an incressed government
commitment in the settlement. Carmacks has become the foesl
point of communications to mines in the central study ares,
with roads leading from its location on e Whitehorse-layo/
Dewson yvoad to Mount Nensen and the Anvil development at Faro,.

Although river traffic has ceased the settlement 4ld not
decline because it acquired the function of loecal service center
for mines in its hinterland, and was alsc able to benefit from
the servicing of increassed traffic brought by the new all-
weather road.

C., Lend Use 1In plan (Figure L0}, 2s already stressed,

Caymacks has & river bank alignment assoclated with other
settlements on the Yukon. The original sesttlement lay on the
junetion of the Nordenskold and Yukeon Eivers--1it was here that

Secerth noted the cabins in 1897, and it is here that the main



body of the settlement lies today. The only remnants of the
original settlement that the suthor could loecate was the old
road house where the winter road to Yukon Crossing crossed the
Nordenskold River,.

Tn 194k Griffith Teylor observed eight dwelllngs at the
site of Carmacks, two of which were of two storeys, Griffith
Taylor also identified two cabing on the scarp behind the
settlement. To the author's knowledge, and as fleld work
proved, he evidently mistook the Indlan cemetary with its burial
cabins for an extension of the settlement.

Today the settlement extends for about a mile down the
Yukon River to beyond its Jjunetion with the Nordenskoeld.,. On
the east bank of the Yukon, in the neck of the meander, an
Indian willage has been established by the government. Within
the viecinity of Carmacks live some 225 Idians, possibly 90
1iving in the fifteen dwelling village {Department of Indian
AfTairs).

The land utilization map (Figure 40) shows a govermment
reserve containing an RCHMP post, school, and Department of
Forestry and Indlan Affairs offices. The presence of such a
regerve combined with the presence of a segregated Indian sector
within the settlement appears toc be a typlcsl feature of many
Yukon communitlies.

Figure L0 illustrates the fact that the older buildings

in the community stretch in a linear pabttern north of the present



government regerve, A modification of the linesry north-south
alignment of the dwellings in the communlity hes teken place in
the pst few yeers with the creation of streets linking the
Whitehorse-Dawson road to the river. Along the most northerly
of these three rosds lie The houses of Government officlals,
which have only been constructed in the past twe years.

Nine out of the sizty-one dwellings in Carmecks were
abandoned, but the settlement showed no sigus of decay, and
shandonment was more then offset by the number of bulldings
constructed in the settlement in the past ten years, twenty-
seven. The dwellings are constructed from wood, ranging from
+the prefabricated house of government officials to the remnants
of the log cabins of the originsl setilement.

D, Service Base The retail services within Carmacks

congist of two stores, & Post Office, motel, gascline station,
and a garsge/masoline stetion complex. The two storses are

located on opposite banks of the Yukon River, and a8 can be

1

nr
0

seen from the mep, geogrephically appear to be orientated towards

different markets. The store east of the xiver ig sdvantageously

situated for serving transient traffic on the main road north
end inhabitants of the Indian community. The store west of the
vukon lies in the heart of the mailn body of the setitlenent on
what was the main thoroughfare before the congtruction of the
Whitehorse-Dawson rosd. Thisz general store serves the nis-

cellenecus requirements of the main body of the settlement.




The basic amenibiés:-boasted by Carmacks are similar to
those possessed by other isclated Yukon 9@%§i@§@ﬁt$m The
settienment centrally zenerates its own electriclity, {two oil
diesel generators with a2 btotal capacity of 160 Xw.). Yabter is
obtained from wells, whilet waste disposal takes place on the
geary west of the settlement,

g Tt appears that the fubture progpects for Carmacks are
good, In the face of the ceasure of river traffic the settle~
ment has orienteted itself towerds road communlication, it hes
equired a sizeable govermment commitment which is physically
wanifest in the government reserve, whilat it has becone the
foeal point of tramsport routes to the mines in the surrounding
area., A further transportation factor which may concelivably
enhance the stetus of the community will be the opening of the
road to Fero new town which leaves the Whitehorse-Dawson road

at Carmacks,.
VIII. PELLY CROSSING AND STEWART CROSSING

Although not within the Yukon Valley, the settlements
of Pelly Crossing asnd Stewart Crossing can be @laﬁsifiggmas
being in the Yukon Valley setblenent group inscmuch as they owe
their existencs to The servicing of north-south communications,

Both communities have abbtained importance since 1950,

firstly as ferry points, snd then as bridging peints where the



Whitehorse=layo/Dawson road crosses the Pelly and Stewart Hivers,.
At Stewart Crossing the road divides, one branch going northe
west vo Dawson City, the other going north-sast to Hayo Landing.

At the present time Pelly Crossing has a census population
of 137, but it is felt that this figure is somewhat insccurate
insomuch ag the Indian Agent in Whitehorse claims that there
are 195 Indians 1living in the community.

Although no census figures are glven for Stewart Crossing
the 1968 slectoral list showuws eighteen persons over the age of
twenty-one 1living in the community, whilst the Indian Agent
claims that there are some twelve Indians living in the viecinity
of the settlenment.

In lay-out both communities arve simple and conform to no
rigid grid-plan. Both lie south of the rivers upon which they
act as bridging points, and the retall cutlets of each are
aligned along the main highway. The service bage of Pelly
Crossing consiste of a store, lodge, gasoline stabion and beer
parlour, whilst that of Stewart Crossing consists of = restaurant
end a gasoline station,

The growth of Pelly Crossing®s population from five in
1951 to today's population of perhaps 200 compered %o the
apparent stagnation of Stewart Crossing is partly due to the
decline of Minto, some twenty miles to the south., When river
traffic ceased the funectional base of this Indisn river setile-
ment failed, end many of the Indiens moved to FPelly Crossing

where the government provided housing and a2 school., The pregence

Co

&



of 2 beer hall in Pelly Crossing was conceivably ancther

atitractive force te the migrants,

Thus it iz to be coneluded that throughout the Yukon
Yalley, transportation to the north has heen the saslient
motive for gettlement development whilst chenging transpord
media has been the major single reason for the decline of

communities,

199



CHAPTER VII

THE ALASKA HIGHWAY SETTLEMENT GROUP

I, PHYSICAL AND HISTORICAL SETTING

The Alasks Highway group of settlements extends westwards
from Whitehorse to the Alaskan border (Figure 40). The
settlements in this group serve a function analagous to those
in the Yukon Valley group, that of servicing transients. The
communities on the Alaska Highway west of Whitehorse lie in
the -valleys of the Takhini, Mendenhall, and Dezadeash Rivers,
and the Shakawak Valley, a glacial trough in Pleistocene time.
The Shakawak Valley is the only physiographic feature contalining
more than one settlement; stretching north-west from Halines
Junction towards Alaska, running parallel to the St. Elias
Mountains, it contains the major settlements in the group at
the present time.

Prior to the construction of the Alaska Highway settle-
ments existed west of Whitehorse which had their basis in either
the Klondike gold rush or the Kluane mineral development which
started in 1903, The communities which emerged either serviced
transients en route to the extracting area or were used as a
base for operations at the point of extraction,.

Such early settlements were Champagne and Mendenhall

Landing, road houses such as Marshal Creek and Macintosh Lodge,

3

Y

fo

and mining based settlements-~namcly Kluane and Burwash Landing.
p) L7
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TABLE 1X

Populstion of Alaska Highway Group Settlements, 1951-FF

1951 1956 1961 1966

Champagne 55 56 28
Haines Junction ' 74 199 195
Destruction Bay T3 108 104 64
Burwash Landing 4s 57 69
Beaver Creek 43 '96 114

Source: D.B.S., Census of Canada.
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Champsgne was an Indian settlement which became a trading post
on the Dalton Trail, at the point where the trail left the
Dezsdeash River. Mendenhall Landing lay at the break of media
point where boats travelling along the Takhini River from
Whitehorse, bearing cargo for the Kluane mining area, unloaded
at the Klusne waggon road. On the waggon road lay the road
houses of Marshal Creek and Macintosh Lodge. Kluane, the base
cemp for mineral extraction situated at the southern end of
Kluane Lake, also acted as a disembarkation point for boats
travelling to the Silver City mining area north-west of Burwash
Landing which acted as the docking point serving this latter
camp.

Decline of the Kluane mineral industry and changing
lines of communication were responsible for the emergence of
the contemporary settlement pattern. Today the surviving
settlements are Champagne, Canyon, Takhini, and Burwash Landing,
Emergent settlements are Haines Junction, Destruction Bay and
Beaver Creeko

The closure of the Dalton Trail has been responsible for
the decline of Chsmpagne to its present day status of being
1ittle more than a ranch and a few Indian shanty houses, The
failure of river traffic on the Takhini as a result of the
absndonment of the XKluane mining area was responsible for the
disappearance of Mendenhall Landing. The advent of the Alaska

Highway was responsible for the decline of road houses on the
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former waggon road which it by-passed, whilst the new road was
responsible for the emergence of new settlements--Haines
Junction, at the point where the highway merges with the road
from the port of Haines, Destruction Bay, and Beaver Creek,
the custom's post on the Canadian side of the Canada-~United
States border.

Tt is apparent that the highway has been partly responsible
for the decline or stagnation of Indian communities in its
vicinity. Aishihik ceased to exist as its native population
migrated to Highway settlements~-notably Whitehorse and Halines
Junction., The Indians from Canyon and Champagne have also

dispersed to these centers.
IT. SETTLEMENTS EAST OF HAINES JUNCTION

Takhini, Champagne, Mendenhall Lodge, and Canyon are the
only four currently occupied settlements between Whitehorse
and Haines Junction. In plan these communities lack symmetry,
and leave no marked impression upon the landscape. Takhini
consists of a few Indian shacks dispersed in the bush by the
side of the highway., The only form of settlement in the vicinity
of Mendenhall Landing is Mendenhall Lodge, 200 yards west of
which lie the dilapidated remnants of a former road hou's €.
Champagne consists of a ranch, dilapidated Indian shanties and
an abandoned gasline station. Evidence of the settlement's

former size was presented by the presence of abandoned buildings



13

and an Indian graveyard. The former north-south orientation of
Chempagne--a feflection of its former position on the Dalton
Trail--is seen in the fact that the remnants of this community
have very little frontage on the east-west Alaska Highway.

Canyon, situated at the point where the Alaska Highway
crosses the Aishihik River, has the same simple form of other
highway settlements east of Haines Junction., It consists of a
few Indian houses and, gasoline station, and a lodge.

The major settlements in the group are those lying west
of Haines Junction. Haines Junction, Destruction Bay, Burwash
Landing, and Beaver Creek have all experienced growth, either
economically or physically since 1950 and the major factor
responsible for this growth has been the Alaska Highway. It is

now proposed to study these settlenents in detail.
TII. HAINES JUNCTION

Haines Junction, which, with a population of 195 in
1966, was the largest settlement on the Yukon sectiopn of the
Alaska Highway west of Whitehorse, has only come into existence
since the end of the Second Wrld War.

A, Site Conditions The community lies on the northern

bank of the Dezadeash River, at the point where the Alaska
Highway meets the rosd from Haines, Alaska. AL this peoint
traffic travelling from points south and south-west of Whitehorse

to Alasks, and traffic entering the Yukon Territory via the port

Lo o)
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of Haines merge. The former waggon road from Whitehorse to
Kluane passes through Haines Junction, and here it formerly
served as a section of the highway. The waggon road enters
the settlement from the east, whilst the Alaska Highway now

enters it from the north (Figure 42).

is essociated with the development of transport orientated
services, the presence of a government reserve, and the presence
of government housing for Indians. Today probably 60% of the
community's labour force (author's estimate) is employed either
in Highwsay maintenance or tourist orientated services,

The settlement is aligned north-south along the Alasks
Highway, which runs at right angles to the Dezedeash River,
the southern boundary of the town, The valley floor upon which
Haines Junction lies has an avi rage gradient of approximately
150 feet per mile, but this increases as one travels south
towards the river with the remlt that much of the settlement
lies upon a pronounced slope, and it is down this slope that
the linear nucleus of Haines Junction runse.

B, Plan and Land Use Although the jdealized rlan of the

settlement consists of a simple grid-pattern it appears that
there has been no symmetrical development of this. The main
body of the community consists of the Alaskas Highway and &
series of streets running parallel to it, Two continuous

streets lie east of the highway, whilst one street interrupted
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by a bush lies west of it (see map Figureld42', To the east
the settlement has proliferated along old waggon road, where
the Tndian secdopr of the community stands.

Within the settlement four distinctiareas can be observed,
Firstly the government reserve, south of the Haines road/Alaska
Highway junction., This contains a RCHMP poét9 school,; post
office, Department of Indian Affairs office, and health center.
Here also lies a highway maintenance center, within the confines
of which lies the community's vower source consisting of five
oil/deisel generators with a capacity of 500 kw.

The second area that can be identified 1s the Indian
sector of the settlement, lying on the o0ld waggon road. This
contains eleven government buillt plywood houses, These
dwellings were constructed in 1965, and house Indians from
Aishihik, Canyon, and Champagne, It is apparent that not all
the Indians living in the settlement reside in these houses.,

The Department of Indian Affairs stated théﬁ 95 Indians live in
Haines Junction, whilst there are only elevén houses within the
exclusively native sector,

Thirdly there is the commercial area, aligned north-south
along the Alaska Highway, on the eastern side of the road. This
forms the nucleus of Haines Junction. Finally there is the
residential area., This lies back from the Alaska Highway,
either on roads running parallel to the highway, or on the lateral

linking roads between these and the main thoroughfare.



Yyithin the residentlial area b2 private dwellings were
counted {including the ITndian sector). Only one case of
abandonment was observed whilst two buildings were under
construction.

C., Service Base As already stated the retail services

of Haines Junction are aligned along the eastern side of the
Alaska Highway. The westerly aspect of.these tourist orientated
services allows them to capitalize on an imoressive view of the
S+, Elias Mountains. The list showing the breakdown of retail
cervices in the settlement (Tabie X) illustrates the fact that
the servicing of automobiles dominates the service base, with
five of the fourteen services being gasoline statlions. Of the
remaining nine, seven are dependent upon transient traffic,
(three services providing accommodation, two beer halls, and
two cafes, Only four services can be said to be directly
connected with the servicing of the community itself--one
gasoline station, one store, one beer hall, and a launderette--
given the fact that it has a population of only 197 (1966),

On the eastern boundary of the settlement, beyond the
Indian sector, there 1s evidence of a previous sttempt to
diversify the economic base of the community. Here stands a
derelict oil-cracking plant. This was constructed in 1956 in
the hope of attracting and refining crude oil imported via the
port of Halines. The plant was never used., The economies of

oil processing are such that the oil 1is pumped directly from



TABLE X

Hoines Junction, Range of Services, 19568,

Gasoline Statlions
General Stores
liotels

Lodges
Restaurants

Beer Halls

Laundry

T I T

Ligquor Store

Source: Author, 1968,




Haines to its markets (mainly military) in western Alaska.

In terms of self-containment Haines Junction displays
features which are typical of Yukon settlements. Power is
generated within the community itself; water is obtained from
wells,

Do Agriculture Unlike other settlements in the Territory

there was agricultural development. This consists of Pine
Creek experimental farm operated by the Federal Government which
lies about three miles west of Haines Junction on the Alaska
Highway.

Although this farm produced wheat and maintained a herd
of cows its economic value to the community was negligible,
with only one full time employee and no market outlet within
Haines Junction. The future of the experimental farwm is un-
certain., Although grain and milk yields are high so are
production costs, and it is apparent that the farm is slowly
being closed down by the Federal Government who appear to be
attempting to centralize operations in the Albertan experimental
farm at Beaverlodge., The officer in charge of the farm informed
the author that he could see little future in agriculture in
the Territory unless a farming operation were large enough to
attain economies of scale which would offset the cost of
importing such basic materials as fertilizer and feeds, Although
there are vasts tracts of empty land, and although the Japanese

have expressed interest in extensive beef farming in the

oD
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Territory 1t appealrs that such agricultural development is very
unlikely-~the government being reluctant to turn land here ovVer
for agricultural use when there are areas £o the south (i.e.
British Columbia) which, as yet, remain undeveloped,

0f the four settlements jdentified west of Haines Junction
three lie on the shore of Kluane Lake. Destruction Bay and
Burwash Landing lie here, on the narrow plain between the foot-
hills of the St. Elias Mountains and the lake, This plain
facilitates the north-west passage of the Alaska Highway. On
the lacrustine plain at the southern end of Kluane Lake lies
the remains of Kluane.

Thesgse four main settlements are interspersed with small
seasonal tourist orientated communities, usually consisting of
s lodge, gasoline station, and restaurant. Two of these are
located on the extreme south-east shore of the lake, another
stands on the highway sbout twenty miles north of Burwash
Landing, whilst another is Koidem, a former road camp at mile
1169 on the highway. These tourist facilities exploit the
recreation.potential of one of the most scenically attractive
parts of the vukon Territory. This part of the Territory attracts
more tourists than any other (Figure ) benefittig from the
fact that it lies on the overland route to Alaska which is the
Mecca of American tourists every SsSummels. As PFigurels indicates
it is not the recreation potential of the Yukon that attracts

these tourists, their destination being Alaska--and it appears



to be merely coincidental that this part of the Yukon Territory
has a recreation potential that can be exploited at the expense
of transient Americans,

IV, KLUANE

The remnants of the mineral extraction based settlement
of Kluane lies on a lacrustine rlain at the southern end of
Kluane Lake. According to census information the poprulation
of the community, which was founded in 1904, was 90 in 1911
and 42 in 1921; by 1925 its extractive function had ceased, The
Visible remains of Klusne are indicative of two periods of
habitation. Firstly there are the remnants of an RCMP post,
road house, and assorted cabins. These date from the period
of gold and silver extraction in this area, Secondly there are
8ix bunk-houses which lie north of the original settlement,

These appear to date from the era of highway construction,
serving as a camp for construction wWworkers,

Although never a very large settlement Kluane has left a
marked impression on the immediate landscape. The area between
the original settlement and the lake has been levelled and
devastated, The scarp immediately to the south of the settlement
has been deforested in the search for fuel and building materials,

Both Destruction Bay and Burwash Landing owe their

importance to the Alaska Highway.

V. DESTRUCTION BAY

Destruction Bay is a completely transport communications
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orientated settlement. It consists of 2 C., N, telecommunications
camp, a highway maintenance Camp, and o motel garage compleX,
servicing transients on the Alaskas Highwaye

A, Site The settlement lies on the narrow lakeshore,
which consists mainly of outwash from the Kluane Eange which
1lies about one and a half miles immediately to the south-west
and attains an altitude of 7000 feet, The plain upon which the
community lies is about one mile wide, and falls away northward
towards Kluane Lake.

B, Land Use It is to be seen from the land utilization

map (Figure 42) that the main body of the community lies north
of the Alaska Highway, and that here there is rigid segregation
of land use, the easterly portion being occupled by the
Department of Public Works, acting as a residential area for

its employees, the westerly portion being occupled by: the
telecommunications branch of Canadian National, and also serving
as a residential area.

No zbandoned buildings were found here--despite the fact
that the 1966 Census shows a fall in population of forty since
1961, Nine new dwellings were counted out of a total number
of fourteen family type dwellings. Bunkhouses provided further
sccommodation in this part of the settlement, four of these
were noted and it appeared that an attempt had been made to
convert them into sndividval family dwelling units.

On the Alaska Highway itself the community consisted of



a2 motel/garage complex, and a store/Post Office/gasoline
station complex (Figure Yo A second motel lay north of the
Alaska Highway.

The role of the Alaska Highway 25 & basis of growth in
the settlement is underlined by the fact that its population
grew from 13 in 1951 to 104 in 1961, By 1966 the Census showed
the population as being 64, whereas the electoral list for
1968 listed sixty-six persons over the age of twenty-one in the
community. The importance of communications as an employment
base in Destruction Bay can be seen from the fact that thirty-
three out of the forty-one listed members of the labour force,
(electoral list), are involved in either the maintenance of
communications or the servicing of transients, The importance
of the highway is also reflected in the fact that although the
community has an inadequate general store it has two motels,
two restauvrants, and two gasoline stations,

Destruction Ray provides its own electricity (two
oil-diesel generators with a capacity of 350 Kw) whilst waste

disposal is on the periphary of the settlement,
VI. BURWASH LANDING

Unlike Destruction Bay the settlement of Burwash Landing
(Figure 43) has barely grown at all in response to the develop-
ment of the Alaska Highwsy. The community is situated on the

north-west shore of XKluane Lake, at the point where a creek,
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{nameless) flows into the lake, It had its origins in the
Kluane mining development where it served as a small port
serving mineral development on Burwash Creek, which flows into
the northern end of Kluane Lake,

Burwash Landing has had continuous existence as a lodge

and seasonal Indian community since the early 1900°'s, but only

recently has grown in size. This growth can hardly be attributed

to the development of the Alasks Highway--zlthough it dubtless
increased the prosperity of the community's few retall services
which consist of a lodge, gasoline station, and souvenir shop.

In 1951 Burwash Landing was unlisted in the Census. By
1956 its population totalled forty-five, and in 1968 was sixty-
nine. Once more there is evidently some discrepancy in respect
to Census figures--~the Department of Indian Affalrs giving the
Indisn population alone to be eighty-four. Although a house
count leads one to doubt the Department of Indian Affairs figure
the fact that the electoral list showing forty-eight persons
over the age of twenty-one in the settlement casts doubts upon
the accuracy of the D.B.3S. figure.

The growth of the community has been due to the

esteblishment of a Government constructed Indian village com-

(el

posed of fifteen houses at the present time. This was constructed

in 1965, The houses are made from plywood; water is obtained
from wells, Future development envisages the ccnstruction of

a communal washroom for the village, The Indian community is



skin to other native communities in the study area insofar &s
its housges sre of & standard type, whilst it 1is spatially
segregated from the rest of the settlement (Figure L43).

In terms of visible land use & deminant feature at
Burwash Landing is the presence of farming activity. A large
hay field lies between the two access roads which converge on
the lodge, whilst in the north-west sector of the settlement a
farm enclosure with underground barn was noted. The farm's
only activity was the maintenance of a herd of cowWs. Hwever
the eccnomic value of the farm te the community was negligible,
the cows wWere maintained as pets.

The few retail and service outlets of the community
nhouse its white inhabitants. These consist of the gasoline
station, which is situated on the Alaska Highway; the suvenlr
shop which is also situated on the Alaska Highway, and the
lodge which contains a2 beer parlour and restaurant snd lies on

the shore of the lake,
VII. BEAVER CREEK

Beaver Creek, like the other Yukon settlements west of
Whitehorse owes 1its current prosperity to the development of
the Alasks Highway, serving a special function as the Canadian
customs post on the highway. As can be gseen from Figure
the highway brought Beaver Creek into existence, and its

vopulation has snoreased consistently since 1950, It is the



only settlement in this group which (according to the 1966 Census)
chowed = marked increase in population in the period 1961-66.

The community's dependence upon the servicing of the
Alaska Highway and the traffic it conveys is illustrated by the
fact that over 70% of its labour force is employed in the
servicing of vehicles or transients (estimate based upon
electoral list) provision of services for travellers or highway
maintenance,

The servicing of transients dominates the service base
of Beaver Creek, of the twelve services available nine are directly
associated with the Alasks Highway snd its traffic-~four
gascline stations, three restaurants, a lodge and a motel.,

In appearance the settlement has features common to other
communities on the highway. Its transport orientated services
are aligned along both sides of the Alaska Highway, whilst the
residential area lies back from the main road.

Traffic flow figures for Beaver Creek are indicative of
the fact that the Alaska Highway provides a predominantly
seasonal base for the settlements which service its travellers.
The graph (Figure 4) shows the volume of traffic flowing through
Beaver Creek by month for 1964, Despite the fact that these
figures are now five years old the seasonal trend which is
jllustrated still exists, and has in fact been accentuated with
increased volume of tourist traffic (in 1964 tourist vehicles

totalled 17,075, in 1965 they totalled 19,231). As can be seen



ieyre

. "AON ‘120 ‘143S ‘ony 10 NN AVW “ddv TAVW RE

NS

I

& & I

—1000'C

L6LE prr e

e e S e e it mtn s m———

SADIHIA GLVE 3IOVYIAV

000’y

U T T

0007 |,,;1 i

0009

G~
w
130
o

89 L.

~
-

0008

N
o
i

+000'0L

.ﬁ.% @ teounos
SNOlILvNLON1d

TYNOSVIS ONIMOHS "7961 'M33¥D ¥3AVIE 1V MO1d Dlddvil

(ppoupd jo ino puo ul) S3TDIHIA




from the graph the period May to September has the greatest
traffic flow, with traffic flow in July being twice the monthly
average.,

Consequently it is in the period from May to September
that the settlements west of, and including, Haines Junction
have their highest employment, thelr resident labour force being

supplemented by seasonsl labour.

The future of the settlements in the Alaska Highway
group is tied to tourism and the servicing of highway traffic.
1t seems unlikely that those settlements between Whitehorse and
Haines Junction which have declined rapidly with the advent of
the Alaska Highway will be revitalized; their native populations
are moving to the larger centers, whilst the section of the
highway with greatest traffic volume and greatest tourist
potential lies west of Halnes Junction. The future growth of
the settlements between Haines Junction and Beaver Creek (including
these two settlements) probably depends upon the development of
recreation potential in this area of the Yukon--making it a
tourist attraction in its own right, and the paving of the Alaska

Highway which will, it has been argued, lead to increased traffic

flowe.
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in thig, the finsl chapter, it 1is proposed teo summarize
similarities between contemporary settlements in the study area,
and sttempt to identify the underlying trends in settlenment
development. Finally the Tuture of communities in the Territory

will be considered.

T. GCOWPARATIVE FEATURES

STUDIED

Features common to many of the communities studied are
found. In eilght out of the fourteen existing settlements studled
the presence of a segregated Tndian sector is & feature., In
seven ingtances the Indisns were housed in stendardized Government
constructed dwellings. Of the six settlements with which
segregation was not assocliated, three (Keno, Elsa, ﬂestfu@tian
Bay) were company dominated towns with few, or no, Indlan
ocoupants. The oler three communities {(Chempegne, Canyon, and
Stewart) lie at the bottom of the settlement hierarchy in terms
of size (Table XI) and two of these, Champegne and Canyon, have
en Indian population, but it is not segregated.

Five of the settlements sbtudied, Dawson City, Mayoc Landing,
Carmacks, Whitehorse and Halines Junction contained a relatively

large Government commitment which was physlically manifest in



RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SETTLEMENT SIZE AND RANGE OF RETAIL 21”

TAZLE X1

]
~

SERVICE, GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS, AND SOCIAL SERVICES IN

THE CONTEMPORARY STUDY AREA SETTLEMENTS

Total Number of Services:

Whitehorse
Dawson
BElsa

112
47
9
23

Mavo

Carmacks

1L

Carcross

8
21

Haines Junction
Keno City

7
8
14

Pelly Crossing
Beaver Creek

Destruction Bay
Clinton Creek

Burwash Landing
Champagne

5
2

Stewart Crossing

Tagish

1

Canyon

Population 1966

742

195
N
137

6L

28

Growth Trend 1961-66

e

+| 3007

Beer hall

21|~

Gasgsoline Station

General Store

Accomodation

Post Office

Restaurant

1111

(2 (43 l+] 11k

IR
213111211 |-

R.C.M.P,

School

O O O I R

1

Social Club

1 L3311+ 199

Dept., of Indian Aff.

TR (] 331+ 529

Dept. of Forestry

11313113132/ 2)1]+ 31

1AL L3L5 2]~

Dept. of Mines

Dept. oi Transport

1

1

Clothing Store

1lalalalalalaiaiiz|ilz3|2ia]+| 479

Bank

Ligquor Store

Souvenirs

Theatre

Airlines Office

Tourist Shop

Barber's Shop

Road Transport Off.

Taxi Company

Drugs

1i2i211(11112/31 (21 12[21111[1111113/1(8]|3]2(2 ]~

Books

Butcher Shop

size in 1966, if given in Census

Insurance Company

The Settlements are ranked according to

Lawyer

Miscellaneous
Goods & Services

Miscellaneous
Government Services

6|13 l1133I3312]2/2)1i5]i 2 1|11 |1] 31]9[1M5|3 L7 |- [ 4771
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P o - L s PR TS PR S Fan . TE T e o .
serves & far smsller area within the .uson Jalley group) has

features which shall be seen te be akin to other Territorial
sub-centers which in reallby Haines Junction, Hayo and Dawson
BT8.e

Certain FTeabures wWere mmon to the lesding service

of Forestry, and school. Socisl services consist of a churen
snd 5 coumunity hall.

The cabchment area for eadn service cenber was defined
by assessing how fer & person was willing te travel for goots
and services, gliven the fact that many of the settlements
involved are spatially isala@@ﬁa and conseguently travel between
such sebtlements by thelr sphabitants was limited. In the case
of Haineg Junctiocn the Catehment arvesa 18 limited bto Durweash
Landing snd Destruction Bay, Beaver Creek being isolated, and
having developed 1is own seyrvicds, whilst Wnitehorse tends o
soet @e the service center for the communitles east of Halnes
Junction. The Carmacks service area was limited to Carmacks
and Pelly Crossing rewlinitehorse being the doninent service

b}

center Tor sebblements 1in the Yukon Valley group south ©

=

Table XIIa illustrates thepopulation per sarvice in the

served by various

W

catchment srea of & service center which i
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TABLE XTI

Number of FPersons in Service Areass With Access

Lo Basic Services Which are Duplicated Outside

the Area Service Center.

Persons Served by each:- Store Gas Station School
Population of Service Area:n : _

Dawson Area 1,000 330 500 500
Mayo Ares 1,152 288 230 576
Carmacks Area LRIRS 139 149 224
Eaines Jct. Area 327 163 43 163

Services Within Service Centers Which are ot Generally

Duplicated Within Their Service Ares.

Center;-
Service

Clothing Store
Bank
Barber®s
Laundry
RCHMP
Dept. of Forestry

Dept. of Transport
Mining Hecorder

Dept. of Indian Affairs

Shop

Dawson

gt Y o o

Mayo Carmacks
X

X

X X

X X

X X

X

X X

Haines

I e e



AN ]

servicen duplicated in service ares settlements oubzide the
center, Table XITh shows the range of services nob duplicsted
mu%ﬂﬁ le the service senter and the population per gervice.

The first figure i1llustrates the Tact that there is no
spoarent correlation between population and the nper cadlia
avallability of basic service amenitlies in a groub. The
population per store varies between 330, {Dewson Area) and 130
{Carmacks Arean), whilst the population per school varies between
576 {Mayo Area) and 139 (Carmacks Area). No break points wilth
en inerease in the avallebility of a Tacility es population ine-

cresses are spparend--Haines Junction has the same number ol

general stores in its catchment area as Deweson, although 1b

This lack of cerrelation ig explalined by location and
isolation. Isclation of sebttlements distorts any concept of o
censtant relstbnship between number of services and population
where esgential services which are utilized every day are
reguired. Thus there iz great varistion in the service

populstion served by schools, Decause the digtances bebtween
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Haines Junction has features which are typical
of contemporary service centers within the study ares. |
Flate 8 shows the Indian sector of the community wﬁich
is spatially separated from the rest of the settlément.
Flate @ shows part of the retail afea which is located

on a single street. Plate 10 shows the Government reserve

at Haines Junction.
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Table Illustrating Deviation of Prices in the
Yukon Away From Canasdlan Average.

Cansds Yukon

Food y -
Tobhaceo 100 2o
Alecehol 110
Beer 200
Clothing and Fersonal Furnishlinps 110
F.ens Clothing 110
Womens Clothing 110
Footwear 110
Laundry 110
Other 110
Shelter . _
House-hold operations - 130
Fuel ) 180
Blectricity 200
Telephone . 120
Furniture 110
Home Furnishings 110
Appliances, T.V., Radio. 110
Transport

Rallway 110
Automobile : 100
Automobile Operating Expenses 130
Fersonal and ledical Care

Insurance . 110
Other 110
- Miscellaneous 4

fiotion Ficture Theatre 100
News paper/liagazine 110

Although the concept of a nationally applicable sverage

price is a statistical fantasy (sbove average prices

which are shown in this table could be the product of

many factors,including inflation in s local growth ares)

"1t is contended that price deviation in the Yukon results

from lsolation from manufacturing centers,increased

transport costs due to the vast distances involved, and

inflation as-a result of the above average Wages paid in

order to attract labour into the are=a. )
Source: Carr Commisslion, 1G66E



in good condition. It is to be argued thet within any gpecific
region isolation is an observable phenomenon, manifest in the
pattern of individual settlements. The narrowness of the
gservice base of many communities in the study area, the
similarity of service types in such communities, and the degree
of self-dependence of settlements (provision of basic amenities)

are a2ll a physical manifestation of isolation.
TI. SETTLEMENT GROWTH TRENDS; 1961-1968

The major trend in regional location of population
growth over the past sixty years has been in a shift of the area
of growth from the north to the south, from the Dawson-NMNayo
axes to the Whitehorse-Alaska Highway axes. This shift has
only taken place sinee 1945, Untll this date as the gramh
indicates, Tigz. 467) the vast majority of the Territory's
population lived in the northern mining areas, this ares
providing the only large scale economiec base for the Yukon.
Cutside the Dawson and Mayo groups the only settlement of any
great significence was Whitehorse and this was in virtue of its
breék of media function. It was not until the early 1940°s, how-
ever that the population of Whitehorse exceeded 1,000.

As the figures, indicate the Alaske Highway group of
settlements increased in size consistently after the end of the
Second World War, whilst the Dawson area stagnated. However

the shift in balance of population and population growth to the

-
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Graph Illustrating the Shift in Balance of Fopulation
Distribution in the Study Area From the Dawson-layo
Axis to the Whitehorse-Alaska Highway Axis.
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south was due to the phenomenal growth of Whitehorse (the
reasons for which were discussed in Chapter 5) ag opposed to
the development of other settlements on the Alaske Highway.

It is now proprosed to study changes in the growth of
individual communities since 1951 and attempt to assess what
the predominant trends in settlement growth are in the study
area, The settlements of the study area were ilnitially divided
into five categories on the basis of population size, and
changes in the settlements ceccupying the groups noted over
time, The communities were llsted in order of ascending size
for each census year, and break points indicative of grouping
in a certain size range sought by caleunlating percentage increase
in size of settlement as one ascended the scale. Obvious break
points ocecurred and the break points for each of the four census
years were found to be similar (TableXxIV). Five categories of
settlement scale emerged:~

Settlements with less than 70 persons.

Settlements with population 70-130 persons,

Settlements with population 131-250 persons.

Settlements with population 251-700 persons.

Settlements with population 701-5,000 persons,.

Although the categories may superficially appear to be
broad and arbitrary the variation in settlement size within each
group was limited (TablexIV). The only exception is the
category containing the highest population (701-5,000) of which




TABLE XIV

Changing Location of Settlements in the Fopulation

Size Hierarchy for the Study Area, 1951-08,

1951

Whitehorse
Dawson

Mayo
Carcross
Carmacks
dlsa
Calumet
BRear Ck.

Granville
Keno

Destruction B.
Hunker

Pelly

Koidern

1lation

1956

Whitehorse
Dawson

Calumet

Mayo
Blsa
Keno
Carcross

Carmnacks
Bear Ck.

1961 1966 1068
Whitehorse Whitehorse Whitehorss
Dawson Pawson Dawson
Zlsa Ilss
Calumet layo
Mayo Carmacks

Clinton Ck.
Carmacks Carcross Carcross
Haines Jct. Calumet Haines Jct.
Carcross Hoines Jct. XKeno
Keno Keno Felly
Bear Ck. Pelly Crossing
Destruction B. Beaver Ck. Beaver Ck.

Beaver Ck.

Destruction B. Dominion

Granville
Pelly
Haines Jct.

Hunker
Champagne
Jensen CKk.
Aishihik
Burwash Ldg.
Beaver Ck.
Minto
Moosehide
Snag
Stewart
Koidern

Aishihik
Burwash Ldg.
Champagne
Sul phur
Tagish
Stewart
Koidern
Minto

Canyon

Burwash 1dg. 3Burwash Ldg.
Destruction B. Destruction E.

Champsgne Champagne
Stewart Stewart
Tagish Tagish
Canyon Canyon
Koidern Koidern



Dawson and Whitshorse ere the socle ocoupants. Here the variation
wes a8 high as 4,000,

At the bottom end of the scale percentage caleulations
tend to be distortive because of the amall numbers with which
one is dealing. Consequently a category was created with a
maximum population of 70, based upon the personal observations
of the author. Listed within thls group are certain communities
which ere not listed in the census, but which field work proved
to have existed.:

I% i8 to be seen from Teble XV that the general. btrend
has been for slight increase in the number of settlements in
the period 1951-56, followed by eliminstion of settlements,
1956-66. The Yukon's total population, when compared to the
number of settlements for each of the three census years is
instantly indicative of an inerease in the average size of
settlements. Inter-cemsal changes in number and size of
gettlements will now be studied,

At the outset of this period of study the communities of
the study area fell into four categories (1951), These were
less then 70 persons, (three settlements), 71-130 persons (two),
131-250 (six) and 701-5,000 (two). As slready illustrated
((Table xv) there was a smsll renge in settlement size in the

first two out of the three groups. The two largest comumunitlies,

1Such settlements were Tagish, Canyon.



TABLE XV

Decrease in the Number of Settlements in the Study Ares,

1951-63.,

1951 1956 1961 1966 1968

>

Whitehorse
Dawson City
Mayo

Carcross
Carmacks

Elss

Calumet

Bear Creek
Granville

Keno

Tagish

Hunker Creek
FPelly Crossing
Stewart Crossing
Haines Junction
Destruction Bay
Beaver Creek
Burwash Landing
Dominion
Sulphur
Koidern

Snag

Moosehlde

Minto

Champagne
Aishihik
Clinton Creek
Canyon
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Whitehorze and Dawson were both leading sexrvice centers, whilst
the second category, (131-250) was dominated by serviee centers.
In trnms of geographic location the only generalized
ochaervation that can be made is that the Mayo mining arvea had
the most concentrated settlement in termg of numbers and slze,
with three communities lying within thirtymfiv@ miles of each
other, two of whieh fell into the 131-250 population category.
Likewise the Dawson area boasted concentration of settlements,
with four within thirty miles of each other, but three of these

lay towards the bottom of the population hierarchy.

The 1956 census shows the emergence of new eommaniti@s,
such as Beaver Creek on the Aleskas Highway. It also marks the
appearance of a new population category, the 251-700 category,
into which the Mayo group settlement of Calumet moved. In the
period 1951-56 1t appears that the average size of settlements
increased, with Mayo and Keno moving up into the 131-250
category. However both Carmacks and Careross, showed an absolute
decline in population.

The emergence of the new category ocombined with the
dominance of the 131-250 category by the Mayo nining settlements
marks the Mayo group’s continued dominance of the study area as
the largest, spatially most conseclidsted group, and the group
containing the most equally large average settlement. AL the
same time the Dawson nmining area saw & general inerease in the

gize of communities, whilst the two bottom categories in the

2
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settlement hierarchy were swollen by the growth of Alaska
Highway settlements (Table XIV).

The pericd 1956-561 saw the decresse in the number of
settlements with o marked incresse in the sizge of many of the
1arg@r enes, Flsa and NMayo joining Calume® in the second
highest category, whilst the service cenber of Carmacks under-
went a resurgence and moved up into the third highest category.
The growth of Carmacks was probably due to the provision of
Tndian housing by the Government and the construction of the
bridge soross the Yukon leeding to an expanded transient service
base in response to inereased traffic. Once more Whitehorse
and Dawson City exclusively dominated the 701-5,000 category.

By 1966 two more Indian settlements had ceased to exist,
Minto having been by-passed by the Whitehorse-Dawson road, and
the population of Alshihik belng attracted to Whitehorse and
sebtlements on the Alaskas Highway, notably Haines Junction.

The mining community of Calumet began to decline as its

population and dwellings were transferred to Elsa. The growth

of Carmacks continued, with the settlement moving into the

251-700 category. It would appear from Table XIV that the

present trend is for the smaller settlements (those with less

then 70 pepulation) to dlsappear, and for communities to

nuelesate in the 131-250 category. In 1268 .4 out of the elighteen
communities in the study area lay in the 131-250C category,
compared with Tive out of eighteen in 1966, five out of twenty-



three in 1961, four out of twenty-seven in 1956 and five out of
twenty-glx in 19851L. At the game time the number of settlements
in the 70-130 category had decreased from six in 1956 to one,

The elimination of the smaller settlements in the study ares

is further illustrated by the fact that in 1956 only seven of

the twenty-four settlements had a population in execess of 130;

in 1968 ten of the sixteen settlements had a population exceeding
130, |

ITI. TENTATIVE CLASSIFICATION OF SETTLEMENTS WITHIN THE STUDY
AREA

Besed upon the foregoing exemination of growth trends of
settlements since 1951 2 tentative classification of settle-
mente within the study sres can be nmade (Table XVI. ). This
classification is based upon the general growth charscteristics
cf the communities studied, and possibly gives some insight into
the future trend of settlement proliferation, -

The trend towards Tewer and larger settlements which is
illustrated here can be seen inevolutionary terms., In the
rast sebttlements in the four groupsg have been closely associated
with environmental conditions governing their existence, and
ag a result communities in gpeecific aressg at a given time in
history displayed common festures. CGeographic locastion in the
study ares governed the type of settlement emerging; e different

type being associsted with different conditions. Communities



TABLE XVI

Classification of Settlements Rased Upon

Growth Characteristics,

1951660,

TYPE

Settlements with

a Stable population
with sny change manifest
in an/upward trend.

Settlements with a
population displaying
generaslly erratic
growth features.

Settlements initially
displaying growth,but
with population
stabilising or declining
‘in the latter part of
the period.

Settlements with a
stagnant or declining
population. '

SETTLENENT

Whitehorse
liayo
Carnacks
Carcross

Llsa

Calunet

bBear Creek
Keno

Jensen Creek=
Dominion
Sulphur =
Granvilles
Hunkers

Heines Jct.
Pelly Crossing
Destruction B.
Burwash Ldg.
Koidern

Dawson City
Tagish
Takhini
Canyon
Chanpagne
Alshihik*
Minto¥*

- features of

CHARACTERISTICS

Cld establisned.
Have sbove =verscge
population. Tend to
be leading service
centers., Displayed
'resilience! in the
past. Tendency towam
segregation of native
population.

Are all miningz camps
First four display
company
towns. HNo native
population.liinimal
service base.lstter
five are creek company
camps. All =re locsted
in either ilayo or
Klondike ares

All situsted on
highways which
developed post-1C40.
Tend to have tourist
orientated services.

Group consists of
either declining
native settlements or
settlements which

have had their economic
base displaced-
usually becsuse the
line of communication
they serviced viss
abandoned.

*= Abandoned Settlement in 1668,




slong the Yukon River in the years following the gold rush 21l
dieplayed river alignment, river transport corientation, and
usually Indian occupsnce. Those serving extractive areas in

the ers of the steamboat displayed river mouth loeation, large
service bhase, snd river-valley access to extractive hinterland.
Settlements located at the site of extraction were characterized
by minimal service base, and creek allignment.

¥Meny of the communities were mono-functicnal., They
served one transport medis, or were exclusively involved in the
extraction of one mineral. Once the function ceased the
settlement cessed to exist. DBecause they were functionally
and economicelly speclalized these settlements were unable to
survive change in location of extraction or changse in transport
route or media.

Some communitieg heve survived becsuse they were able to
adapt themselves to changing circumstances, either having
additional functions to fall bazek on once a mejor function had
failed, or being able to change their econcmic base with
chenging cireumstances., Such settlements could be ssid to display
resilience., 1t has been seen previously that Carmacks,
Careross, end Whitehorse have all shown resilience in the past,
surviving at criticsl periods, perhaps with reduced population,
by having other functions to fall back.on 1f one function ceased.

The disgrem (Figure 4F) is a graphical representation of

the evolution of the contemporary settlement pabttern in the
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study area; tracing development from the original river-based
trading posts to the contemporary highway located service
centers. The settlements which exist today, as has been seen,
are those with a situation conduei ve to the pursual of more
than one activity, and are, in many lnstances those which have
demonstratved adaptability to change in the past, (Carcross,
Whitehorse, Caermacks, Mayo).

One of the reasons for the deecline of many communities
with the falilure of a single function ig the study area’s
peculiar geography. As sbressed earlier in this work the Yukon
Territory is, in economic and humen terms, a marginal aresa.
Leonomic incentive in the past in the form of mineral potential
has been the one factor making the area tolerable for a vast
proporticn of the population. With the failure of economic base
of a settlement there is no incentive to remain in the settlement
and consequently the population moves out. If no economic
alternative exists within the Territory migration out of the
Territory takes place, Distances are so vast, reliability of
communications so uncertain that residence in a community yet
working elsewhere because the economic base of the community
hag failed is virtually impossible,

The history of the evolution of the contemporary
settlenent pattern in the study area is the story of the dis-
appearance of the sgpecialized settlenments and the survival of

multi-functiocnal communities. Genging transport medla is the



cne major selective influence rezponsible for the trend fronm
numerous monc-Tunctimal communities to relatively few multi-
funetional communities. If one compares the settlements surviving
today--Whitehorse and Cermacks and Carcross in the Yukon Vaelley
group; Dawson in the Dawson group; Maeyo Lending in the MHayo
group, and Haineg Junetion and Destruection Bay on the Alagks
Highway one notes that they all serve multiple functions.

Not only have communities become less specialized, the
spatial distance between them hasg alse increased with time.
In the Alsskes Highway group distance between settlements inereased
from an average of twenty-Tive miles to forty-four miles with
the advent of the Alaska Highway and the demise of small
specialized settlements, such as those serving the waggon rosd
and the Kluane mining srea. In the Yukon Valley group distances
inereased fTrom twenty-five miles to seventy-Tive miles as the
river was displaced as a transport route.

Today there is very little difference in orientation and
type between communities on the Alaska Highway and settlements
in the Yukon Valley group. Similarily Haines Junction is very
reminiscent of Carmacks, Mayo Lending and Dawson City in terms
of funetimal types contained within the settlement.

From this observation one can devive two srguments, Either
that the automobile asz the dominent mode of transport in the
study area over the past fifteen years has been responsible for

the standardization of settlements which formerly served widely
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different functions, or that standardizstion is resulting from
the survival of the least specislized communities with the
consequent emergence in these communities of government
institutions and service facilities.

These arguments avre not incompatible. It has already
been demonstrated that the natural evolutionary trend has been
away Trom specializetion, with those settlements which have
survived over time being those with a multiplicity of functions
which have been able to adapt tc changing circumsiances., At
the same timé}the observation thet a specific mode of trensport
leaves its own impression upon settlement pattern has already
been made; this point was stressed most strongly with reference
to river-transport orientated communities. Thus it appears
that, apart from alding the decline of specialized communities
such as road houses and ?1veratraﬁsport seyrvicing points the
advent of the sutomobile has slsc led to the increased
standardization of surviving settlements, which were themselves

the product of the natural movement away from specialization,
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