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ABSTRACT

This thesis deals with the guest for self-reali-
zation as revealed by the protagonists of three Seelen-
romane, The novels which after cereful examination have

been selected for this study are: Anton Relser by Karl

Philipp Moritz, Hyperion, oder der Lremit in Griechen-

@)

land by Friedrich I8lderlin, and Unterm Rad by Hermann

Hdesse,

The genre of the Seelenrcoman is demonstrated on

the basis of its historical and literary importence and

considered in its relationship to modern literary trends.

The Seelenromen hss its immediate roots in the

broader-ranging genre known as the Bildungsroman (a no-

vel devoted to the herots mental and spiritual growth

tion of knowledge) in that it covers the

el

and his acquis

4%

life of the hero from early childhood through sdoleg-
cence, that 1s, the period of life when he 1s most ex-
poged and susceptible to environmental influences., It
shows how the hero inevitably clashegs with society if he
is to discover in himself the unchanging and lasting

values and meaning of 1life,
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tungen, tha
back To The

Compared to what 1s taken %o be The Hohe Gat-
t is, dreama and epic, which can be traced
very beginnings of literature, three thou-
or wmore, the novel, avnearing on the literary
as a late~-comer in the course of the AVIIth

scene

[
cenvury, C
ancient tra
tion of az

ition, JFowever, whet it lacks in the sanc-
1% wore then makes uo in nrecoclty.
themes of either heroic or burlesque char-

acter and offering 1little as regards aesthetlc quali-
ties, the novel was at first considered to represent a
decadent form of the epic, Indeed, the word Roman stems
from the 01d French word romenz or romans which referred

to writings in the vulgar tongue -~ that is, the languag
of the vulgus or common people, Their maln function was
to entertain and amuse the reader with adventurous and
heroic teles in prose, The appearance in 1678 of La
Princesse de (léves marked an imporbtent bturning-point in
that this novel established and created entirely new
standerds of intesrity and artistry lor tThe genre, Hot
only did it dietinguish itself by its delicacy and noble
melancholy, butbt also by a psychological insight not




pave wav to a preoccupation with the human psyche; no
the emphasis placed on events end occur-

rence but on the central character's personal experi-
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nd a »t by Mo
ences, strugsles and problems, set by Mme,
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inderstanding of, the feminine heart, and opened the way

for the norbtraval of wman's most intimate vhoughts,

These it 1s true, remalned isolated, butbt their
svark induced others to choose, and to create in tals
medium, Free, as this pgenre is, of restricvions in

mathers of form and presentation, its possibilities were

fs
1

anidly recognized, and interest in it

that it soon overshadowed other litersry genres. Bub 1t

was Roussesu more then any other writer who gave new
2 . 2 e NS P
impebus Ho the novel and revealed 1ts promises To vne

en evocation of nature and domes

1ife both powerful and intimate, stressged T
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of following the dicthe

influence on, and gave much impetus to, the fashionable

B 1 e k3

vozue of sensitivity. Goethe grasped this phenomenon
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bLerse acumen:

Avec
Rouscea

Rougseauts gospel was
Furope, not only in the field of literature but in music

and palnbting

exnres
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lichen Daselns.”L Such works have this in common that

more often than not reflects the author himssllf, Through
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n the world and society he graduall;
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often painfully learns how to meet tThe Inescapa

exigencies of daily living, By means of an appropriaete
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choice of actioy




To be sure, similar characteristics can be found

also in those novels literary

Intwicklingsromane, This term at once calls Lo mind
en!t " i 1668-69 A + 110}
selshausen's Simplicissimus (16 8-609) and at a much

ate Wolfram's Parzival (c, 1200), bub in these
novels the emphesis is placed on those phases of organic
development which everyone undergoes from childhood to
maturity. This organic development 1s 1n accordance

e laws of nature and 1s therefore inseparsble

2 3 ]

from what is considered to mark the natural phases of

man's growbh as he progresses through life, It is this
natural flow of unconscious elements which constitutes

the Entwicklungsroman, The Bildungs-
[

roman. on the obher hend, is a product of the XVITITth
iibuintubioing-4 9

»

the untranslatabls 1desa

l
3

century which was dominated DY
of Bildung, that is formation and education moulded into
one, During the Age of Enlightenment the stress was
vlaced more and more upon the demands of the mind, the
intellect and thus on the consclous aspects of human

development, bthat is, the rational element or intellec-

tual side of man's make-up was pushed to the fore,

)

erhaps the most significant step in this directlon was

undertalen under the suspices of the educatio nal idea-
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list end theorist, Wilhelm von M

become the Lounder and dean of the




He peformed the German universitles along the puideline
of an essentially classical view of hurian This

marked a brezk between the orga anic and unconscious as-

nects associated with The various mhases of man and

1ife, and the conscious demands made by man's reasoning

powers and wenbal processes. Here, then, is to be found
the explanation for the emergence of gelf-analysis which

iherately intellectual activity,.

o)

a o )

very real gulf between the clalms oi the in

Eapecially in artisbicelly endowed vouths this dichotomy
becagme the cause ol ve and often tragic conflicts.

N

Wnilst many of bhem succeeded in alleviating these Ten-
sions by the’ nersonal problems to
LA 3 ° . " . - o 3 2 [ Lo .

the fictional characters of Thelr literary Creallons,

there remsin those who succumbed to Them. The btormented

1life and tragic death of Heinrich von Kleist most
voignently exemplifies the nagnitude of the struggle and
its possible outcome For & Derson of an uncomnpromising

nature and attitude. Because of his inability to rscon-~

cile the demands of mants intellect with those of

feeling he had been doomed to failure: "Die innere
seelische Wahrheilt liess sich nieht mit der Busseren

o bringen, ' 5
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Tn an effort to counteract the influvence of
Rousseau who had so strongly advocatbed a return to vri-
mitive virtues, the German nov elists of this age were

wont to stress the formation of mind through discipli-

nary forces to such an extent that the other clalims were

left undernourished and in a state of Jjeopardy. It 1s
inevitable that the individual who sub jects himsell to

[} [

the demands of bthe one ideel, does sO at The GXpense of
the other end must of necessity leave them unresolved

and go down in defeat., Only the authors who had kept

heir feith with the Bildun sgedanke and wWho channelled

1)

the urges, longings and ambitions of their various
probagonists, ultimetely vresent us with a

succeeds in accomodating himself %o the exigencies of

L

Rousseau's credo in a return TO nature wasg in-
Pluential in giving origin to Yetv another prototype of
German novel, though closely akin to those already men-

the hero's

tioned., The resulting novels

Herzensbildung, and have thus rightly become nown as

Seelenronane., LThe Grosse Brockhaug uses the word Ent-

Y 2

fabelung to characterize thls particular type and this
Lerm. denoting the sbsence of hyperbole, implies the
2 o ot L 3 -

rt herence to what is true and real,
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he author ig not »recluded From mal

of poetic licence, & fresdom which 1s indeed necessary

if the fabric of evervday existence is To be woven into
2 work of art; but in the Seslenroman this freedom may

o

be exercised only when it serves to bring into relief

A

the animated visions and feelings of a particular hero.

W

Since stresg is 1laid on feeling as mucn as on

thought, the Seelenromen is also referred to as being

4

the Roman der Imnerlichieit, or novel of introspection,

Py

implying subjective intens

fication, or Verinnerlichung,

o
x_
}_'

In a lecture gilven at rril

des Romans®, Thomas lMann spoke of Verinnerlichung as The

guiding principle for all great novelists., To substan-
fiate his claim he has no difficulty in quoting Schopen-
Ydepr mit der Kunst auf intimerem Fusse stand, als

N

sonst Denker zu tun »flegen,’ TFor him this orinciple

[

had been of such crucial importaence that it became the

o

chief criterion for his critical acsgeasment of a novel:

@0 Roman wird desto hBherer und edlerer Art
seyn, Jje mehr inneres und jJe weniger HBusseres
Leben er darstellt; und dies N8l :
als charaizteristisches Zelichen, &
Pungen des Romans begleiten.... 6

To define Tterms suc

nerlichung would be difficult, and certainly nazardous,

-

since the result would inevitably entail sub jective




~ding a Seelenromen, wWe becone

connotations,

strongly aware of the presence of these qualities. The
iigcussion in our context illustrate,

three novels vnder

3

T

ties in thelr differing

I..‘ >

se very reasons Irom a

TH y
They are:

large number of representabive worlks extant, n
Anton Relser by Karl FPhilipp Moritz, Hyperion, oder der
mrenit in Griechenland by Friedrich HBlderlin, and Unterm
Rad by Hermann lesse, Thevitably the choice had to be
made on the basls of their varticular power TO meet Tthe

quisite qualities of the

demands, and to possess the requls
Seelenroman,
To the reader who is familiar with the biogre-

will soon become anparent; for of

man tends to take on an autoblographi-

written chronicle of

cal novel draws on The auvthorts

as these experiences reflect his own spiri

Tn the Seelenroman the central hero does reilect

vet for the reason that the protagonist

L os the Seelenroman
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On the other hand, the Seelenroman presents to

the read a 14fe which is seenmingly true and real,
Although none of the authors can lav claim to any speci-
% o e

psychology, be 1t in academic or intel-

lectual terms, they nevertheless present in thelr works
-2 o/ I

cally and historically reve ling, valid and signif ficant.
They remember from life, how end what they were, wha
thevy experienced and wnat they eventually became as a

pesult of these cxveriences., The artist!s innate sensi-

Sivity and intultive mnderstending has merely enabled him
to distinguish bebween the relevant and irvelevant forces
as they contribute Lo, and determine, his own self-reall-

zation,

There are certain definable characteristics

which the heroes of these Seelenromane appear to have in

cormon. Thev are highly sensitive individuals with an
unguenchable thirst for self-realization, It is from

their intensified Ichbewusstsein that they derive inner

23
&
ct

Being egotistical, T is

w
°

riches and creative geniu
to say, oriented towards thelr own selves, they find
themselves constantly pitted against everything wnich is

at odds with their own nsture, This conflict may have

a

its origin with the parvents, a friend, a lover, teachers,
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society ag a whole, or merely the climate of the times in

v

which the heroes find themselves placed., DBut as they

rld which surrounds them,

The ensuing personal and gpiritual ¥ predicaments
and struggles of these individuals with the inevitably

harsh and cruel realities of society and the world, to-

sonelity, form the core and burden of these Seeglenromane;

4

nev determine their substance, structure and form.

() -, v =

n order to interpret the three rrotagonists in

cheir guest for self-rvealization, an effort hes been made

=

to follow the achbion and temper of each one of these

novels, bto present the material relevant to the theme by

<
O
3

means of a continuous narrstive, to focus, and whene
3 3

the need arises, bo enlarge on those ideas perta aining to
the ensuing strugsle of the protagonist's sou A close

treading! connotes a natural approach and a critically
instifiable method; to this end the authors have also

been allowed to speak for Themselves.




CHAPTER I

ANTON REISER

The latter half of the XVIIIth century was
characrized by a Terment of intellectual curreants which
affected and influenced the lives of all thinking men,
The literary works of Karl Phili?p Moritz (1756-1793)
reflect the turmoil of his own life but offer nonethe-
less a valuable insight into this age of new and often
conflicting ideas. From an environment of pietistic ab-
mosphere and self-righteousness nurtured by his parents
in early childhood, the young Moritz had escaped into
the baroque world of fantasy-novels. Following upon his
encounter with the ideas and ideals of the enlightenment
as expounded by Gottsched and Christian Wolff, he turned
like so many like-minded young men to the gentle but

unmistakable melancholy of the Night Thoughts by Younsg;

after the wholesome discovery of Shakespeare, he was
soon to succumb to the shattering impact of Werther,
made only more poignant by his identification with the

latterts sorrows.

&




Tnevitably these conflictbing tendencies and
influences were bhound to leave their mark on Moritz, and
in 1785, driven by the compulsion bo give form to his
past experience, "to see 1t again ‘originally', i.e.
animeted (beseelt sshen), 1l he embariked upon the writing
of his major work Anbon Reiser. This novel has as its
subtitle "Ein psyvchologischer Roman™, but it should be
read as a biogradhy, for it constitutes in the words of
the auvthor

eine so wahre und getreuve Darstellung eines
Menschenlebens bis aul seine ;lclnsten
Viiancen ... als es vielleicht nu irgendeine
zeben lkann,
The Tact that Anbon Reiser does not deal with a purely
fictional character bubt represents a scarcely sguised
autobiography heightens its authentic import and meaning

The vexabions encounbered by the protag t are

aggravated, if not ceused, by his innate characteristics.
Evidence given in the novel enables us to ascertalin that
Anton Reiser was neither a poebt nor an actor of great
merit, but this wust in no way detract from the Lact
that =2s o person he lived and experienced aesthetically,
by which is meant that he understood and percelv

things ag artigts do.

Kein Problem,

ls das vom Hik

Wirlkung.,

reineg in der
atlertumn und

r

ist qublender
menscnlichen
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fann's short

This pronouncement is talten from Thomasg

de U S DR el i .} R o A - o A oy = 2 -
story Tonilo Kr¥ger, and the reader of Anton Reiser will

scon note century novel;

one meebs with

game predlca-

bz states the purpose of this novel in the

/ BEs / soll die innere Geschichte des Menschen
sehildern ... und den Blick der Seeles in sich
selber schirifen,l




The novel onens on a factual background wnich

helos us to comprehend better Anton Reiser's unusual

writings of a cerbain lMme., (Gulon are given detailed

al doctrine states that perfecti

and spnirituval peace are to be attained through denial

state, the soul is indifferent to worldly and sensval

o

desire, and thus becomes heir to the claims of virtue

'\,u

c1n

to this faith after the death of hig Iirst wife. When
he wet Anton's mother, she anticipeted much understan-

ro - - 2 -0 - I s - we ey e -
ing, love and havpiness from such a God-Tearing man,

(“*
1_.)3

But the mortification and renunciation which her husb

to the house in which

Anton was born.

Die ersten T8ne, dle sein Ohr vernahm und

sein aufdBmmernder Ve;stsqd begriff, waren

wechsel oitﬁﬁo Flﬂ e und Vewwﬁnolngen des
ften Zhebendes.”
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Tt 1s in the Tfirst few pages of the novel wnich
deal with the child's rsare thet one finds the
origin of Anton's difficulties in later 1ile:

Ob er eich Vater und ¥Mubtiter hatte, so war

er doch in seiner T
Vaber und Mubtliter ver
nicht, an wen er si

a i

G’
;rﬁhesten ugend scho
S denn er wus
1 sollte, da
h einer so nah

<t
(O
i~

n von

ste
sich
16 Wie

When his mother gives birth to a second child (Anton is

now eight yeasrs old), he finds himsell even ltore neglec~

secarclies

hampered, for he is ashamed of

<
i3
o

lothes. And gince he does no

the children of the village who seem better

fdo

is, ".., hatte er keinen, zu dem or sichh ges

for friend-

to speak to

Ireinen Gesnislen seiner Hindhelt, kelnen Freund unter

Grossen noch Kleine n.*7  And wore trasic still, although

N A . e RO k) c .
10t even expect it any more, because of the
oninion he nas of nimselfl,

At this time his father decides that

E)

ahould learn to read, He maslters this new gl

weeks. and is overjoved to discover in books
2 ;

world than the one in which he has been livin

e comeg upon the great men of the Bible for

An ton
3111 within
a happler

¢ hitherto.




develops an attitude of hero-worship, Wishing To emu-
late heroes who are less remote, he is soon driven vo

patriarchs by the Fathers of the

Church,

As if the lack of love on the

parents end his shaebby anvearance were nolt sulfficient
icaps, even the joys of this wunreal, idealistic

e

world of bools are threatened by another serious ob-

stacle: he conbracts severe vains in his left leg, with
the wmesult that thev force him to put aside his reading.

When his parents Tinally decide to do something about

it, the doctor who is consulted is unsble to bring the

C.L
g
o

decides that the leg must be amputatb At the very

last moment the leg is saved by means of an ointment

four vears before the leg 1s healed., Being confined vo

the honge during his convalescence Anton is una able To

world of books, so that

ToBater und alles sein.,

ziven by his father he finds instructions on how to

o receive God and how to communicate




Jod seizes hold

God so that his soul might rid itsell of all sensuous

oy b

emptation, One day he discovers a 1ittle cart and

ey

finds great enjovment in pushing it around. But

oceurs to him that this nleasurable diversion does not

1 any usefnl ourpose, and hence God will be

way the otherwise sinful activity becomes in his mind a

of divine service, To the reader Antonts Imagina-~

tive solubion geems ubterly naiv but it is precisely

[©

this natvets which shields him end protects

When he reaches bthe age of ten his father takes
him along on one of his trips to Pyrmont, the spiri
centre of the Quietists. Ironically, he comes here into

contact with the pagsn world by being allowed to read

the Acerra Philologica. Through this boolk




N

the Trojen War, Bul because no one n&s told him that

0 a -

this is fiction, and moreover pagal fiction, he is very
puzzled as to whom he owes 2llegisnce: To God and tThe
hevoes of the Bible, or bto Zeus and The protagonists of

the Acerrs Phililogica. The colourful battles of anti-

that he re-enacts
these bhattles in his games in the attic, where ne spends
hours cubbting out cardboard heroes, colouring them,
lining them up on opvosite side, and finally slaughter-

htv knife strokes, So fervid ig his

imagination, that at times he cannot distinguish reallty

L1

ith the outside world occurs
when as a voung boy he is sent away Ifrom home to Braun=-

de. As he is a novice
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there, he is assigned sueh duties as sweeping the work-
the mos?t
havpens outside the
irmly esteblished routine of working, eating and sleepD-

N

-ies bring him to the point

save him from the stifling monotony.

0ft wer ihm die gerBumige Werkstatt mit ihren
sehwarzen Winden und dem schauerlichen Dunkel,
das des Abends und Morgens nur durch den

[e2}

chimmer einipger Lampen erhellt wurde, eln
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e er unter den grossen Kes-
belebende Feuer al....

s \ . o .
s fortunate that by fabricabting a world of illusions

= - a e Falral
soul so deeply that his personality begins ©o suiler

Ainton'ts "Wesen war
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To make

1 L3 . K3 ) ~ : 2 - 2 - i\ Jend o)
sehilehtern und misstrauisch ... und scalen eineé niedrig

10 o m .
Seele zu Verraben....' This pubs him in dis

Herr L tell g 4 member of
with his emplover, Herr Lobenstein, who 1s a member o

o o
tists, and who hecomes incregsingly convinced

te

[
o]

he - gu
L from God's grace al is 1 e th

hat Anton hes fallen from God's grace and is under the

influence of Satan. TLobenstein scolds him end bests nim

] - ha LT At At ~r S et A &
nd finds other diverse means to make Anton's existenc

39
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unbearable.

a 3, Faia 2. ~ - o e 3 Y A '\,“ .:\ - 4 :
coazing wearlly into the flowing current beneatn, ANLON
. K L . T a

loses his ecuilibrium and falls invo the stream, e 18

thet he should come alt once and take his son nome.
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Thmiliated and scorned, Anfton now sees

worst 1ig snd finelly, believing in hig own utter

ct
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iously shuns all human
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Tn order To be confirmed in the church it is

o

1_

6]

i

necessary for Anton to recsive his r zious instruc-

tion, There is a free school in Town open to the

children of the noor, and Anton's father wishes to send
o

nim there, Anton sees this ag an opportunity to

rehabilitate himself, From the Lfirst day he attracts

a

the atltention of his superiors and impresses 218 fe

writinge the summary of a book

L) LR SO o~ Ea P - PR, SR o % P |
oractises the rewriting of serrmons wnichh he has neard

I...’a
v
b

n

d

On several previous occaslons he novel,

o

Moritz draws atbtention to one of Anton's nerticuler

@y fing nun auch an, sich aul die Poesle_zu
i»]
g

ne. was er sah und hdrte,ld
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This quotation is taken from the very begimning of the
novel. when Anton was elsmht or ten vears old, We

ohserve now he loves words even when he does not under-

Wichts klang ihm z.3. rithrender und erhabe-
ner, als *enn der P?éPelkus anhub zu singen:

Hylo schline Sonne
=]

hlen wWonne
.

on versebzte imm in hihere

Hylo allein acho
jonen wnd gab ssiner Binbildungskralt alle-

ordentlichen Schwung, weil er
en orientalischen Ausdruck

hielt, den er nicht verstand und eben deswegen
einen so erhabmen Sinn, als er nur wollte,
m

l’

o
Y evner\‘“ﬂss er
es Tr irgendein

i

1
3 I3 o ’ kY “ a
hineinlegen konntv his er einmal den gescarle-
benen Text unber den Hoten sahe und fend, dass

mi1l, o schine Sonne, usw.

cse Worbe sang der Prifekius nach seiner thi-

ingischen vindart immer: Hylo schbne Sonne

wa

We read how Anton singles out the name 'Poliander' Ior

10w the neme 'Han-
nover', too, stirs his imepinetion, He shows lmmense

interest when nis instructor bteaches the class how Lo

P

scan verses -- this, in fact, turns into his favourite

clasgroom exercises it is L

1#l3

freude.
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1 recognized Nhis talents and
antitude, »Hromise him heir supporbt; through their
influence he is accepbed on a Tull scholarshiv at the

-

MeustBdler school and receives ad itional financial

o
}—e

assistance from Prince Carl, who becomes his patron.

Talent, free tuition, free room and board --
B~

his road to success seenms assured, But he has not vet

learned to sublimate in his spirit the vicissitudes of

1ay to day existence. When difficulties arise, Anton
falls vrey to circumstances. A tactbless remerlk, false

accusation, an undeserved reproach, and Anton becomes

3

immedistely and deeply dismayed. often situations arise

ot hie Treitische for which

within a few weeks Anton is made sO aware of his hosts!
insincerity and false mobives that he cannot swallow &
morsel, In the end he prefers to go hungry rather than
to be consbantly humiliated by reninders of how graterul

he should be. Weakened by hunger and, as a result,

suffering fron headaches he avolds people as ymuch as he

=D

can, spending day after day hidden in nis room, He
tries to escape hig vredlcament bV reading adventure

books which does not solve his problems; on the con-

qJ2 .0
wew dii

i)

Il )

iculties for

)

trary, ne creabes




sudies and to tThe

-

the coun

voice and to be gwallow

the tragedy of

not aware the resl

mintluss der Husserm

nern Zustand

Reiser damals noch nichl....

Only by chan does

so often before in

ce in books,

world

ceines Gemlits zu beobach
nllp

Anton

nls
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Seilzed by

and more

~ound him,

it is obviocusl

admired,

loolkr down on nim and shun

red up by the earth,

causes of

Tfnt 1
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- lichen Vorfalle auf
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sienschheit, nicht mehr ein unbedeutendes weg-
T a 2 A7

ceworfenes Wesen seln, dgs er sSiCh in den Augen
andrer Ifenschen schien,'”

‘J

earlier times his solitery walks in tThe country only

heightened hig feclings ol despondency and loneliness,

thev now help him to see nis life in a truer perspec-
tive. As a result, ",.. atmete [/ er / wieder freler --

n Blick

I_Ja

sein Stolz und Zelbstoefilnhl strebte empor -- s¢

-t
o

H - ° R - - PR I SO - s
cehBpfte sich auf das, was hinter ihm lag....” This

nton suddenly masbers his clrcum-

—
)
Y
-
o

does not mean tha
stances, but by looking over hisg shoulder, =0

ne endeavors Lo mak

renresent o form of escanlam, ancd that reading them is
an —L‘(lconc usive Shars T\TC(‘*""A'F"'!]‘ Tra T ':)'ig 0“\/:\“'1/': ne IEh =3

Iy R o anll wao vl L Wey U4 DO ALl 11LS TLINE.
Tnstead of oiving nourishme ent to his fantasiesg, he now

makes a concerted e his mind: 'seine

)

Jeele strebt ... das Leere asuszufillen, das sie in gict

mit Bkel sieht, il

But Anton's discovery of Shalkespeare can be
Tlinked to obher vnositive attitudes:

ot arbeitete sich unter allen
»n drlickenden Ve“aaltnlboen
Snott und Verachitung, worunter
1

ag, GLQOTQ,..1

Q<o e
RS OIS

Thus he 1s able to re- csteblish nis friendship with bhis




clegsmate, FPhillip, and often they read topgether, go for

long welks, and exchange 1deas. nen Anton 1g discou-

raged, he now has someone with whom to speak., Tnis need
o commumicate also sparks his dorment liking for poe-

try, and through poems he shaves his innermost thoughts

his accomplishment, and

not slways good poetry. 0Only when his heart and soul

rhis attitude is to be found on vhe occasion of the
leath of hig tescher's son. Anton forcs himgelf into a

mood of grief in order to be eble to write an elegy:
Nie Dichtlmunst machte inn also dlesmal wirklich zum

Eal

o o . .
ﬂeucnler,"l/ and the result of 0

[

s effort is Just as

L Jo

L

unworthy as the motive.
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wro

ick, seine Miene verwandelte gich
n Auge wurde kithner -- und er konnte,
emand seiner spotbten wollte, 1hm jetzt
g e

ge gerade ins Auge_sehen, bilsg er imn
us der Fassung brachte.
Then something happens thalt surpasses all his
sxvectations, IHe 1s asked by the rector of the school

a P ke i
asreatest promise for the state., HMever had Anton thought

ustomary that the student chosen to give the sneecn

the town. The friendlinesgs and courtesy shoun Anton by

And vebt when, a few days prior To

Already he thinks of nis 1ife after

das schiarze Melanchollsche twmrer wiecder wie eline Wolle

Gedanken and while the music plays, instea

ing sbout his present and actual achievement, "dachte er
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und Phhlte die Nichtiglelt des Lebens,

1is imagination

o e msa . @ s ha o en
nim Tron enjoying life; Ior life alws
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that in dreams perhsps comes within his reach, is no

rhe cbate of wekefulness, It is this t%

Pa)

hig feelings of unfulfilment and melancholy

)]

i saonointment., Unable to understand the polarity in

N

neture and to be resdy for an inner compromise, e feels

Das All, das die Vernunit im kiimsten Flug
erschwingt,
Wie weit isbts noch von dem, wonach der ol
Seraph ringt?™™
And so, although ne Goes not need them any more

o - - . L o .
for spiritual survival, even now, in the helght of per

sonal recognition, he relles upon his unrealistlc
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Welt 34 e
Moine natlirlichere und angemessnere Welt als die wirk

o L3 1 e i - A
liche Welt, die imm umgab, "’ and that on T

1 S o - candnat iﬂ AT
could be "grossmitig, wohltBtig, edel, sbandheft, tbe

[

ot 2 2 [ B — X . .
alles DemBitigende und Erniedrigende eriaden WOZW @Y




in der wirklichen Welt nie Gelegenhneit hatte.

I

sclem
wmore honour end applause, The career of an actor takes
him frorm city bo city; it is en enimaved, restless,

e )

exciting existence which complenments

1 £

more stbimulating 1ife than the one he has been 1living.
The three vears of niversity study are an tnattractive

4

ey K oy A ey ey 'y
alternative; and so Anton chooses

Considering his own experiences, Worl

Wie gross ist die Sel!
kung, die wir doch aus all
cuechen! Sie ist wie ein kl y 8
wiland in einem sblrmischen Meere; wonl dem
ﬂnr in Sihrem Schosse sicher schlummern nann,

ihn weckt keine Gefahr, 1hm drohen keine Stlirme.
Aber wehe dem, der VO 0 ' i
[l T 7 hr

3
cetrieben, sic
hinavswagt, das
schrinkt,

Br wird au
VOn nwvh Jﬂd VAN
t

But vouth in

tion. Anton

crave Ferne’ has a powerful attraction Ior him, When

spring comes, he canno® resist the 'call of the open

t

road?!, the lure of the far-away and the uvnknown., Bub,




characteristically, he neglects to budget his money and
faces Lhe possibility of sleeping out in the cold and

coing hwngry. Again, howeve: Snovidence ig on nls side
and saves »om an obherwise bitter experience, But
then. would 1t not have been betlter for Anton i his
wendering had left him disiliusioned? A disappointment
might have helped him choose more wisely a course for

Bncouragement as an actor in several school
productions again misleads him. These events glve hin
o false persvective: they nourish his ambition and, at
the ssme time, debract from sn objective evaluation of
nig sebuel achievement. They heve indeed the effect of

«
I

chal

"der Leiden

S

feelings of such ubtber worthlessnes
all hope of abtbeaining a profession,
idea of becoming a day-labourer

ple life is nob new; earlier in the

Hher die Ver-

casy bto lmegine his
after many vicissi~
. Hde blames only

e, he i1s overcome by
s that he gives up
and is drawn To the

become & or
stern Trom a desire
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dier, or a day-labourer, he ig »nlaving & role which

helps him to achieve "das jenige reelle Leben in sich,

28 ,
1 haben konnte," ha

. . e e N ) e
imaginetion is Iar Ivow beil reglistlc:
. - a2 ~ et b e - K3
t fosselbe er die Gemiiter sel-
N el lmind chh rei
3 Ting
T

o i G2

J
O
b
a
U
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Anton 3
ATIC0ON in

xperi-

to view his 1life more objec-
tively, and tTo consolidaste his vosition in soclety. On

1.

B . et - . 2 N PRSI IR k. L < A=
his wav Lo Mihlhausen in sn effort TO join anob

student, and suspects (from Anbon's shoddy appearance)
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visit the orelate of the university, e kindly man who

o few dsve his mrospects for the future change radical-
1v, He is enrolled at the wniversity free of cherge,

sand his roor and board are provided for him, Soon ne

is even requested to contribube articles and poems to

>

oices in the knowledge that as soon as nhis educatbion is
completed, he can become a teacher! The feeling of

having clevated his position in the world througn
ment, With a broader framework of experience, Anton is
nowr 2ble to vView his own exigbtence more objectively; and
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dent production of a comedy. Although his perception ©
the role in which he is cast ig not keen enough bto be
really convineing, he vet gains recognition from his not
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overly discerning audience, anc
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the thestre-group he mesbs sbudents wno are well dis-

- oy ERNC I A I 3 B oy dan
nogsed towards nilm, and he cannot help but compare ©als

congenial atmosphere to the one in which he grew up

plavs, and through his university publiceations, he zains
o meagurse of local esteem.,
To assume, however, that he is verfectly satis-

fied with his present existence would be false, The

fact that he now manages to get along with people, thatb
5 definite plan for the future 18 attrective to him,

Geflthl von den reellen Dingen in

e ihn umﬁebep wnd worauf er auch
Verzicht tun WLLW da er doch ein-
die andern enschen Leben und

But his "schwirmerische Vor stel“uaosarL"Bl has by no

u_;,

means left him, From early childhood MeHmpften in

I

so wlie in tausend Seelen die Wahrhelt mit dem Blendwerk,

der Traum mit der Wirklichlke interlude

At this voint, Anton is still unable to be truly
objective in nis evaluabion. “e remaine haunted Y fan-

he idealism based on the
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philosophical systems which he had studied in Hannover,

and

Dies war €8, Was ihn aus der Gesellschaflt der
He Qoonop 17 Boden und Dachizammern trieb, wo
in 0C sein
lotest o

[

Wnen the opportunity presents itsell To join the
Speich Theatre-group, he once wmore surrenders to nis
whim and chooses To vield to his leanings for the thea-

5
I

tvre, Hde iz convinced that he would be the unhappiest of
men, were he notb £ this chance to develop

Ty 2 s T oy A
nLs vtasencs,

The novel ends when Anton hears FTrom one of the

actors the "trdstliche MncnnLoh"”B that because of

g

financial Aifficulties the theatre company has been dis-
colved. The word "trdgtlich" is arresting since 1t
revesnls an unprecedented neachbion in Anton. Whereas
carlier in his life under similar circumstances he would

obviously helped him to change his scale of values. i




his genius has repeatedly misled him, the education
which he »painfully acquires helps him to gein a vivid
sengse of direction and purprose. The last surrender to
his interest in the theabtre must he understood as &
£inal abttempt at a profession ahout which, by now, he
has his misgivings, indeed, he reproaches nimself for
turnine his back on the orportunities that are extended

weight which helps tilt

a welcome weight, to be

circumstances are beyond

comforting becouse the
His education and his
the assumption of a
its needs and demands,

the scales of his values, HNot

sure, but beareble, Tor these

nis control; they are even
alternative ig nob wmattractive.
xperiences nave nrepared him for

the real world,
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Because this Tebenszeschichte 1s, a8 has been

nointed oul, autobiographicel in nature, i
force be fragmentery in character, anc indeed the story

de

breaks uo at a poind wnich erbistically lends itesell TO

this procedure, The wemarkable degree of detachment and

R v e wmiak b writing thi
ting this Tebensgeschichlbe supzests that by writing this

must be traced To the hero's innete tralts, Ior one

cannot attribute his development merely TO cause~effectT

relationshivs. One cannot assume that snother indivi-

dual moulded under the same social, economic ano spiri-

N

rual influvences woluld have become a second cast ol

3

inton, BExperiments have shown ¥
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vose here, however, 1s not to explain Antonts lile in

4.1 a ol -7 - - 4= B ~ -~ 2 . A7
though aware of The progress that hes been made in the







lopment, Not only was he eble to
but he succeeded in directing his

whole,

Goethe g

ties as &
wnich surrounds it is
how, in his childhood he had been

(S|

wahrlost und beschBdizt, In the

novel the resder becomes aware of

cant cirvcumstances which ob

cvercome this perilod,
zrowbth into an organic
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discord between his Father and mother, Because of their

-

ne

animosity toward one another, finds it difficult,

loving them both, to decide to whom

siance, Laber on, he comes face
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perolexity when the heroes of the pagan world of the

5

Acerra Philologica are placed gide by side in his minc

with the heross of Christian lore; he becomes utterly

confused as to what, or in whom, he should believe, Bub

this forms only part of his frustration, The marital

P S N 2

discord hetween his parents has ev

'(D
s
=
o
0
€
3
e
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n

reper-

o

cussions on the child, for it manifests itegell in the
form of neglect as well, Like all children he has &

; but the doctrines

o

need to laugh, to play, to be himsel

of the Quiebists, in which he is thoroughly steeped,
deny him the enjoyment of his most innocent pastimes.

The resulbing sense of insecurity becomes an impediment

o S

s

£ oth

o

in his attempt to make friends, and as
been enough vicissitudes to cast a shadow over
childhood, he becomes sericugly 11l and 1s confined ©o

el

a siclktbed for long
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Tn view of these mnsettling experiences one cail

told, "verslsste i ... die tritbsten Stunden seines
039 m s 3 b o e P2
nebens,”B’ Thus, bhrough hls imagination ne 1inds &

fantasy, which he can snapse according to his needs Dée-

7y

=3

comes his realil tv from

i

noe 2

nie stultifying and narrow uvpbringing.

A long chain of rrustrabions has wmade Anton

P

suspicious of the outside world and shy 1n hig dealing
and relationshid with people, He nas, 10 fact, severed
his comraunication with +he outside, Whaen he 1s sent

away Trom howme To learn & trade, these traits are seen
£o0 be manifestations of evil, sure signs that
throush sonme childhood guilt must have lost the grace oOf
God, end this pre judiced laclk of undersbanding on

P 5

~ig gself-~righteous employer leads to his even-

surns out To be more suUCCess
L2 b LR L a ~ o N LRS-
tieg help him to win esteem Irorm NL3

and his teachers, and their recognition gives hinm a

<
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favourable circumgtances

messure of self-respect,

4 b

-alents and efforts towards

o

now a2ble to direct

given such

books., Al-
facing the grimmer

h it repercussions

nd intellectual
g far away, nis per-

the novel., The

sd there is no one to help

@

fortuitous discovery of

<t
1 s

point, for he now comes O mnderstar

the cormmon condition o

light only

e can look upon himsell

fe enters upon a

k
rA_é
ct

ol
N

man and

@

e positive channel-
high honour. The

wly which he experi-




ences on the day of his valedictory reveal that his ex-

neriences and his understanding of them are now more ab
one: while rejoicing in his actual achievement he 1s

o B T £ de T "o . 3 K B LRI
2lso mindful that his success 1s Transloory.

remainsg arduouns and unoredictable. It cannot but lead

At this stage Anton is still not prepared to

make the necessary compromises required of him if he is

to lead e useful existence Wity

this will ease the tension between reallity and imagina-
tion., le believes that in the thestre he can preserve
his individuality without having To compromise 2lS ree-

dom, Only the bitvtter exn eriences and frusbrations ne

encounters in hisg vain pursult of a permanent position

in a theatre group make it finslly possible for him o

embark vpon a course which will be better suited To his

f=5

sbilities,
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CEAPTER II

HYPERION
ODIE

DER EREMIT IN GRIECHSENLAND

novel Hyperion renresents

lopment of the great motifs of idealistic philosophy
Prom Fichbe to Schelling, This work, conceived after a

0
J-a

readine of Graf Donemar DY Bouterwerk and influenced in
f—

3

not so much to the adventurous occurrences it deals

with, as, in the words of the critic Hans Helinrich

Borcherdt, to

Shrer erhabenen Gedankentiefe..,,”l

because, by means of the enistolary technique, Iree as
it is from limitations of form and structure, he could

best szive poetic and dramatic expression To his 1ldeas
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HBlderlin, to be sure, was nov the Cirst to turn to The
Briefroman: this form of novel had been introduced DY

soawn and Goethe, But he did zdd a new dimension to the
Briefromen in that the letters offer = view into the
hero's pasgst. They are senv OF Hyperion to a Iriend,
Bellarmin, and in Tact vrelate events and convey feelings

e

thet span his entire life, Irom earliest recollections

of childhood to the literary present, Among Tthem are

-

continuity and further the development. The suthor thus

conveys to the reader not only Hyperion's thoughts and

PR T o
I onis X

e

hoge riends ag they influ-

cl
®
Q

feelings, but also

ence the course of nis 1life. Thisg technigque endows the

novel with a highly personal vwuality, and when needed,
with an objective viewpoint. The reeder Tollows the
spiritual development of the cenbral characber from his

childhood state of ne

of Inniglkeit in matur
&
his confrontation wit

TS S o s e yanr et ey
L workings ol tae universal MysTerye.
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his harmony reoresents to him "das ... Leben der Gott-

After vrolonged and often painful stazges and

nrocesses of educational treining, the mature Hyperion

ig veady %o accept the inevitability of obstacles toward
an ultimate cozl, His letters are like so meny tableaux

I e I
ail'taer Truvil:

zen aulgeht,
! t des Grams
ldet allgesang
im Duniteln Laid das

L_l

\a

) (9

[e

<t
—
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TLebenslied der

Tn his lash letbter, then, he proclaims nis credo in s

does this not imply that he knows

at another point of time in

i._u

ence? It is this other "Seeligke:

has in mind when he writes in one of nig Tirst letters:

Ruhe der Xindheit! himmlische Ruhe! ... Im

Kind' ist Freihelt elleln,°,° In ihm ist

Prieden,... dJal ein g8ttlich Wesen 1st das

ind.5
The ulbimate goal then is but 2 a
return to the starting point.

There is = vast difference between The T3eelig-

a1t of childhood and the "Seeligkeit' of the adult, Tor
the former is a natural heritage of every child while




has to be unremittingly sought af

ion returns to Greece efter his long pilgrimage, Lor on

his netive soil he will be able to recepture his lost
world; in hisg homeland, in fact, it is easier Ior his

svuer self Min seeliger Selbstvergessenheil

wiederzukehren in's All der Hatur; for it was here
that he had Tirst experienced the intimate and eternal

bond of love between CGod, Nebture and man: TUnd wenn ic

R RN

oft dslag unter den Blumen'" he recollects,
tlichen WrtﬂllngleCQUe miohAsonnte,
ﬁL;Sahdlﬂis helitre Blau, das d
sng, wenn ich unter den Ulmen upd er—
aen9 ’ﬂ Schoose des Berges sass, nach einem er-
guikenden Regen, W die Zwelge noch bebten
von den Beriihrungen des Himmels, und ber dem
tr8pfelnden Walde sich goldne “%l“en bewegten,
oder wenn der Abendstern voll friedlichen Gei-
stes herauvlkam mit den altea Tﬁnwllgeﬂ, den
ibrigen Helden des
wie das Leben in iﬂnoa in GWLgOW WQGGLOSOP Ord-
nung durch den Aether sich fortbewegte, und
die Ruhe der Welt mich wmqab und erfreute, Ga
ich aufmerkte und lausch ohne zu wissen, %
ir geschah -~ ﬂ“Su QU,ﬂlCA 1: cuter Vater
in mell frogb' ich dann le und f8nlte
seiae AﬂuOVO:t 'so sicher und em Herzen,

'y

e
i
‘_I
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7 thank you that you should ask me to Tell you

about myself,"™ he writes To Bellarmin, and proceeds
with the narration of his 1life's story

Sime came for his

steps were directed

the name of Adamas,




(U3
Ne}

] LRI K Tmy s - g R
heritege and traditions of hig homeland., Une LS8

had not neglected to lead and introduce nim to

steries =nd lescons of nature and had

side, Hyperion
211 he hed found a meaningful

dav at dawn his master had

Iiebling! ... dil
den seine Brild
rszelit, indess sie

im Ternen Laﬁae,ll

0]
-t
[

os fulfilment when Adamas, like

nicher ideals, starts out for
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Asie in search of a higher civilization,
With the departure of Hyperion feels

[N
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wn
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native island which cen offer him nothing new to replace

his losgs. In the depths of nis belng asserts 1tselfl the
him leave Tor Smyrna

'\"') "‘: Ie «
2881000

nave o nealing

[

onn nis

)

ckeit, womit

besorgte,
besin? uww*e

11 k! RPN 5 b} o s N
The besvbirful landscape surrounding Smyrna 18 a source
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Wir bemesneten einender, wie zwel BHche, die
n

i
3 und die Last von Hrde und
Stein und Taul: Tolz und das ganze trige
Chaos, das sie aufhilt, von s“cq schleudern,
um den Weg sich zu einander zu bahnen, und
durchzubrechen bis dahin, wo sie nun ware if-
fend und ergriffen mit @1@ cher Hraflt, vereint
in Einen ma] en Stroa, die Wanderung
ints weite M ginnen, 5

he der Menschen' which deprives Th

1 ChanBleonsf

vidual of the enthusiasm and the dreamg of nis child-
hood. e was Yein feurig strenger furchibarer Kliger,
wenn er die Stinden des Janrhunderts nannte°”1 He
showed himself to be severely bitter and pessimistic

when congidering the low state to which the Greek citi-
f to sink, and the subservience

e was carrying the voke of the

Wenn ich ein ilnd nqeho,,,a und
c verderbend qnq Joc

und Wahrem,
well es
-~ o nehmbt

dass es unirucht
allein seyn wird,
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hig life's sim and nmission gradually emerge and receive
their meaning., '...'Bel deiner herrlichen Seele,

Ty wirst mit mir des Vater-

"Das will ich,!'" answers Alabanda, "'oder unter-
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The friendship between Alabanda and Hyperion has

roised their spiribs bto exalting

the world benesth., But th
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the deceptive perspectlve can sasily confound detacineq
tudement and eny unexpected difficulty that is likely to
arigse under such clrcumstances can Causs disaster, When

Alsbenda tells his frisend of his
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Und all diss war die Sprache Eines Wohl-
seyns, alles Eine Antwort suf die Liebko-
sungen der entzlikenden ILifte.

Teh war lel unbeschreiblichen Sehnens
1md Friedens,<>

The awslrening of nabture is rnerceived in all 1ts

c, end Soring rowards the voubth by preparing his

ounter with love. And so Tthe young idealist "masslos
Cefinl und Ents nl1ias n2f 2 anieh need of restralnt
Geltihl uvna Lntsciluss, in suchh need O resgitirelinly

comes wnder the influence ol a woman whose greatest
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ngth is in her inner colm -- Diobima, "die gbttlich

Wie oft heb! ich meine zen vor diesem
Bilde gestillt! wie oft hat ch das tbermi-
thige Leben und der strebende Geist beslnl-
tigt, wenn ich eelize Betrachiungen ver-
sunken, ihr 7z sah, wie man in die
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And agal

,..8eit unserer Liebe war das verschwlegne
Leben in Bliken und lieblichen wWorten auf-
gegange: ihre genialische Ruhe war mir
of nder Begelsterung entgegen~
gelkommen,

But when Hyperion tells her of his past the
girl weeps, Tor she now understands the ebb and flow
of his soul and recognizes bthe csuses of his suffering,
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Siehest du nun auch, warum der kle

el fber Alabanag zur Vefzweifl mne

'oin di ihn verstiesses
L Gott war?

1 wolltest keine Menschen, glaube
1ltest eine Welt, Den Verlust von
goldenen Jahrhunderten, so wise du
rmenzedringt in Einen gliklichen
est, den Jeilst von allen Gels
Zeit, die Kraft von sllen Kr
Bn, die sollte dir ein Einze
ch ersezen! -- Siehest du nun,
reich du bist? warum Au SO sto
uest und auch so niedergeschlagent

Z suchst du, eline
ad rmbest du
a diese
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She realizes that in her he has Ffound egain 2 hold on

tortured
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-ime in her 1ife wishes sne were more

than s mere mortal, iber ich bin dir, was lch seyn
rann, '" she tells him, snd with these words she pledges
herself unconditionally to the one she loves.
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"1 g0 bist du ja mir Alles....'!

Ttgeh, ... und zelge dem Himmel deine Verkli-

exnrecgion of withdrawal., LInowing very well that her
heart is not vuled by whim, he feels ashamed of the
digmal thoughts that steal inbo hils mind: war,




als nBtt! ein unbegreiflich pl8zlich Schiksaal unsrer
he den Tod ZesScChioreN, ... In

he holds Taete resnonsible for the future of thelr re-
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des Tags und
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The climax of their relstionship 1g reached

looking into the eves of hils belovec

,
strength

Was ich verloyen wihnte, hab! ic
h s tet als wHr' es aus
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Alabanda srrives with the following news:
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Sultan
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to which he had be-
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subdued and intimate mood, As the moment of separation
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anproaches, Hyperion asks Dlotima's mother tTo bear

sters arpear

£ one snother:s "tVollendetel!..., Am Sternenhimmel wol-
len wir uns evkennen, Er

und dir, solange die Lippen verstummen, '

Some lines from the letters which IHyperion

writes to Diotima suffice to 7ive a true »nicture of tThe

woung man's stabte of mind as he makes his way to
\labandas
deg Abschieds,
sus dem Schlafle,
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Jezt bin ich wieder gliiltlich,
he writes as he crosses the Peloponnesus, and goes on to
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freiem Hi Mﬂ@W wandre, Glaube W*r,

nd durchreist, und noch ein Joch
Halee duldet, kein Felopidas Uil&,
nerzleer, oder ihm fehlt es am Ver-
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There enters a note of svprehension when
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the mountain peonle of the region are full of an

enthusiasm which is rooted in Vv

confident, however, thet he will be able to soothe Them
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within the walls of her dwelling, for

been uneble to gsoothe
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~etted thet her heart sghould be so out of

with the spring a2ll sround her, but then she had accep-

had even succeeded in
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Thues he decides that he must save himselfl

Cnly by a miracle doeg hils death wis

illed, At the height of a naval battle he is
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His bitter experiences cause him to take stock and

)

sal of the world, and as
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permit him to mske 2 reapor

a result he is led back to his point of depsrture. He

shudders to think of his last letters to Diotima and

hestens to composge a new one in order to reassure her of
his physical and spiritval well-being, But at this
moment & servant srrives with a messase of his beloved,

tresged to recelve the letter in which he, during the

Py

darkest hours of nis discouragement, had asked her %o

free hin

°
o

Wwem einmeal, so0, wie ddir, die
gansze Seele belaildilget

war (she answers), der »uht nicht
mehr in einzelner Freude,
wer so, wie du, das [ ade
¥ichts geftthlt, erheitert
in h8chstem Geiste sich
nur, wer so den Tod erfuhnr
wie du, erhohlt alledin -
sich unter den G8+%ttern-?

wave of his grestness, ghe had never been mindless of
to the abyss. She does not
vrotest; she merely sbabes her predicament:

Wer dich versteht, wmuse deine Gr8sse
L3

und deine Verzweiflung.,
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sooner then expected, and

friend that they ought to sail Kalaurea even be

when Alabanda cadly tells
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self by choosing "das G8tterrecht des Herzens,! Now,

of mis own free will, he chall deliver himself into

nis 1ife? And this To him is of no con-
rsten Sinne, well ich

anfangslos mich flhle,™ and therefore "endlos / und /
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sehn vielelcht uns dennoch einmel wieder.
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Auf welchem Boden, seelige Genien
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unde a «en alle ver-
? Der bricht so leic ol ‘
Bande dieger Zelt,
rkttag, wo das Volk en
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, der uns einigevu, 1 Gottesgeli-
er Jedem eigen ist n gemeinl!
nein! im Bunde der Treue
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ung, Wir st ZG

ag darkness wag

even rhvtim of her breathing, bubt by the break of dawn
the sound had died swev: Diotima had been delivered,

to Kelaurea now, dear friend,

Totera advises him -- "the desolation would be too dif-

ficult for vou to besr: besides, your life may be in
danger, for Tthe

spare yoursell, and L,lewelll“é“ The neriod of silence

vich Tollows in the bhis werning ls a relflec-
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tion of the profound sorrow which oppresses Hyperion's
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her noble composure even during t©

e veriod of her sul-
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sorrowing vouth, Wever had she lost sight of the ul-
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timete nerfection, and even when faced by death itself
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higher form of exisgtence,

of mankind, he is harrowed by Tthe rampant philistinism

that he finds, by an irreverence btowasrd nature and art,

hitherto indeed not sncountered., For

the sgake of hiz own spiritual well-being, en inner urge
compels him to continue his guest elsewhere, As he 1is

prevaring to leave, the sun melts the last snows of

winter, and in all its glory spring makes her
entrence across the land, Tis worldly cares vanish, his

sorrow 1s drowmed oubt by the jubilation of svring, and

what "die Friedenslosen erzwungen, erdecht, ...schmilzt,
A S . - — 1.7 1 T 2w o - - 3 2. "

/ o Hatur 7 wie Ferlen von Wachs, hinweg von deinen
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Hlammen! Overcome by a poweriul yearning he calls
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out, "Diotima, ... wo bist du, o wo pisl du¥" and Lrom

ain himself he hears the reply, "Bel den Meinen, ...
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take vnlace during

£ adatwe]

course of the narrative ere fictitious, to be sure, but

the

which pervades its every nage bears witness

nerlichkeit, Belisving, as he does, in beaulty =zs the

only foundation from which a "gefthlmBssige Hrkennitnis
zuwa Binheitsbewussteein mit der Gottnatur aufsteigt,
he baclkdrop for this novel in the form of a Mediter-

raneen landscape which offers such a generous and con-

stant source of beauty was not a cholce of whim, but

mposed 1tself on the author as & compelling necessity,

e 1s closely linked to the cnoice of Greece on the

balance between spirit and nature, they had once been

able to develop the notentislities of 1ii
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ancient Greeks as

b A am ey A= NI [ R R . oy A
true representatives of mankind, and therefore, Zodly

aber ein Gott
.

S s
ist, Und ist er ein Gott, so
The gniritual oresence of that erstwhlle beauty of the
Greeks ig still to be Telt by sensitive individuals, and

-0 H81lderlin's hero it is to serve as a2 source of con-

gach one of tThem
1elns Hyperion towards a heightened understanding of his
own self. Becsuse they sband in a representative way
for 1life and its meaning he learns from them about both,
Strife, separation, and even death are ab last under-

stood by him as indispensible Durchgengspunkte toward a

hisher level of existence, and through Thls realization

he enters into a harmoniouns rslations
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man leading an archeic existence, an unbtroubled, com-
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can in no wey be credited for the boy's unusal intellect
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The motif of

salient relief at the outset: 1T has To do with the
g of a boy full ol oromise and endowed with many

and it is concerned with ©the reaction oI people
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singular phenomenon.
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cesorship; in either case thev are expected To ba-

rics. In addition to such a heavy loed of instruction
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tion and fulfilment, The claims of childhood are

agide bv his superiors in favour of

and tangible acadenmic results and his nstural

rewards that Hdens gaing through his diligent epplication

blind him on Tthe other hand to an awareness of his
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Hle

e frecuently in his

sxpense of

2! Tmy A ey i

zer belonged, snd on several

2. w - K] A, PO TR B4 b [ S . e A
occesions, sven Ghougn against his Dbetter ment,

¥Moreover, a cer-

of encouragement, DBub he also tells

ailing, 1t should not be

) °

28 o cause for shame, "auls Latein kHme es nicht

wenn man nur oas Herz aul'lm rechten lesck

all

£imid suzeoesstion "What if I should not make it¥" the

DD

answers perplexed, "Durchfallen ist einfach
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unedelich, Hinfach uam8glich! Sind das
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ing views and attitudes thus expressed
To the modest, benevolent

The oppos
are revealing and me aningful.
hoemakeyr success OF failure iqﬁffairs of this world are
of vital imporbtance, &as long as one's heart
one's

not matters
s in the right place and one looks To God as
simple but powerfully held outlook gives one
hen faced with adversity.
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master;
something to hold on to even w
he learned clergyman in his pride rules out defeat --
it is impossible, he says. He lesves Hens no alterna-
tive, no hope in case the worst should occur. Discon-
certed by Hans' insecurity his enswer ig more a command
than an expression o confidence, His failure would Dbe
and this explains hig first
down his guard. But

a poor reflection on him,
£ alarm in which he lets
his composure and
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e regains

at the very next moment h

sends Hans on his way home ¢
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the axe and with wild and angry blows reduces to fire-

wood all that still reminds him of his childhood.

In the evening, in the privacy of his room in
which he has spent so many hours studying with keen per-
severance, he breathes a 1little more freely. Sitting on
his bed as he has done so often in the vpast, he compen-
sates for his losses by inebriating himself with the
irmodest but blissful thought that he is truly "etwas
anderes uvnd besseres als die dickbackigen, gutmiitigen
Kameraden und Zmdess er_7 suf sie vielleicht einmal aus
entrlickter H8he lberlegen herdsehen dirre, " mEis

teachers' handiwork was truly remarkable: while sacri-

icing him as a pawn in favour of their selfish ambi-

Hh

tions, they had also infected him with their own pride.

No sooner ig Hans off the train in Stuttgart
than he

worde stiller und Bngstlicher, eine tiefe Be-
klemmung ergriff ihn beim Anblick der Stadt;
die fremden Gesichter, die protzig hohen,
sufgedonnerten HBuser, die langen, ermlidenden
Wege, die Pferdebahnen und der Strassen}érm
verschitchterten ihn und taten ihm weh,12

When an aunt (with whom Mr. Giebenrath and Hans are
staying) invites Hans for a wall with her in the park,

he associates this word ‘'vark' with the green of meadows

and woods and he accepts the invitation with joy -- only
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to be let down 2 few moments later when on the stsircase

his aunt runs into her neighbor and the two carry on a

seemingly interminable conversation. When at long last
they reach the street, the aunt disappears into a store
for whet seems a veritable eternity, and %o maeke up for
having kept him waiting so long, she buys him a bar of
chocolate; an unfortunate gesture, for it so havpens
thet Hans detests chocolate., He accepts it politely,

but wonders with a sense of lively avrprehension how he

t. Ie finds his opportunity when

Je

can avold eating
after a long ride on a horse-pulled, overcrowded streebt-
car they reach the vark., Having recognized a gentleman
friend among the crowd his aunt darts off to chat with

him, and IHans, unobserved, flings the chocolate into the

bushes,

But even now he cannot breathe easily and freely.
The air is warm and dusty; he is bewildered at the sight ‘o
of so many strangers and frustrated by his aunt's in-
cessant preoccupation with trifles, In his boredom he
tries to bide his time by going over in his head some
irregular Greek verbs; but to his dismay even the usual-
1y easy conjugations now elude him and he becomes petri-
fied at the thought of having forgotten 211 that he had

previously learned. His misery ig compounded when he



hears from his aunt that of the 118 candidates for The

exam, only thirty-six will be chosen for the seminery.
Te is so crushed by the day's experiences and by this

discouraging news that he 1is sthcken with a severe hesad-
ache and he refuses to take any nourishment., But the
day's pressures and fears manifest themselves even mMore
ominously in his dreams that night, when his subcon-
scious sllows itself free rein: while sitting behind his
desk during the crucial exam, the parson and his sunt
atack his desk with bars of chocolate which he must eat.

o '3

And so he eats, while from his eyes tears flow in pro-

fusion; vet all the while the nile of chocolate keeps

growing, the stack turns into a hill, and finally takes
on the size of a mountain under which he is suffocated

and finally crushed.,

At the time Hans is writing his examinetions,
many people in his home town sre bthinking of him. IMr.
Tlaig remembers him in his morning prayers and asks God
to asgsist him so that someday he may become a worthy
messenger of the faith. The parson, too, hopes that
Hans is doing well, although for different reasons; he
tells his wife

Aus dem wird noch was Besonderes; man wird
schon auf ihn sufmerksam werden, und dann

schadet es nichts, dass ich imm m%t den
Lateinstunden belgesprungen bin.~
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His classroom Ttescher does not miss the chance to refer
to him as an example whom the class should emulate,
while his fellow students have made bets on his success

or failure.

The Latin assigament turns out to be fairly
easy, and Hans is among the first to hand in his com-
pleted paper. By contrast the Greek translation and the
German composition are much harder; after the Latin and
Greelk oral examinations that same afternoon, Hans is
convinced that he has done poorly and that he must have
gprolled nis chances of success. Mathematics and Reli-
gion are scheduled for the third and last day, and by
comparison these tests seem easy., "But what is the use
if I have failed my major subjects?" he thinks. "Home,
home!" That is his one and only desire at this moment.
And so his father, who has planned the return trip for
the following day, allowe him to go ahead on his own,

He is able to breathe freely again when he comes within
sight of the familiar sprucs covered slopes of the Black
n P

Forest, and at this sight he experiences a feeling of

deliverance,

s glad that he does not meet any acquain-

el

Ile
tances, either at the station or on his way home, and

having quenched his thirst, he picks up his swimming
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trunks and heads for the river, not indeed to the svot
9 ES

arther upstream

y

where nis schoolmates are bathing, butb
where he 1s sure to be alone and where the water is deep
end cool. Soon, swimming steadily against the current,

he vast few days i1s forgotten, and "er

cr

the nightmare of
flhlte Schweiss und Angst ... von sich gleiten, und ...
seine Seele natm mit neuer Lust von der schinen Heimat
Besitza”l7 By the time he walks back home the sun 1is
slowly setting, and on the way many signs and sights
remind him of his early childhood., He listens and remi-
nisces, but at the same time, "Zue:_7 empfindet dunkel,

dass ihm die

n

& ... Welt verloren gegangen war, ohne dass
etwas Lebendiges und Erlebenswertes statt dessen ge-

118

kommen whre.

The following day, a Sunday, Hans sleeps late in
the morning, then meets his father at the station. In
the afternoon the falling rain engenders a melancholy

mood; Hans is rapt in thought about Stuttgert and his

written examinetions. "Surely I have failed,”™ he re-

-3

" His father as

o
Q_x

flects, "and what is therefor me to do
s

a result flares up in anger when Hans tTimidly requests
that he be sent to High School should he not be accepted
£ °

at the Seminary. "Geh, geh," he had sgaid. "Das sind
o & 3

Uberspanntheiten. Aufs Gymnasiun! Du meinst wohl, ich




s o . 19 .. . . .
sei hommer21enrat."“9 Mr, Giebenrath is proud of his

son's good reputation, and even looks forward to having
him continue his education at the Seminary, but only if
all this makes no demands on himself. As Tor the boyts
self-doubts and fears, they go unnoticed. He is to end
up as an apprentice in some shop, he mutters to nimself,
and thus remain forever at the level of the ordinary
veople he despises and above whom he so desperately
wants to elevate himself. His soul is caught up in a
atate of turmoil, and even though he is not fully aware
of the reasons for this inner upheaval, the inkling
davns upon him that somewhere and somehow he must have

lost his sense of direction,

Fortunately he does not remain in this state of
uncertainty. The following afterncon the happy news is
announced that Hans has indeed passed his examinations,
and moreover, his outstanding performance has qualified
him for second place. And as a special privilege for
this accomplishment, the Rector permits him to stay at

home for the final week of the school term,

After the Tirst dizzying moments of surprise,
his heart is overcome by feelings of joy and thankful-
ness; all his earlier fears have vanished and his mind

turns to thoughts of swimming and fishing and generally
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making the most of his well-earned freedom, On the
[

first day of his vacation he is down by the river even
before the morning mist has 1lifted, "gls wollte er die

verlorene schBne Zeit nun doppelt einholen."aO At the

solitary spot where he has chosen to fish the clatter of

the mill is barely audible. Greek, Latin and Mathema-

tics slip into the background, and although he suffers a

slight headache, it seems negligible when compared o

the pain with which he had learned to 1live during the
school year. IHe cannot help but think of his classmates
who at that very moment are toiling behind their school

benches., But he looks down on them and can feel no

sympathy.

Sie hatten ihn genug geplagt, well ¥ oo
Yeine Freundschaften und an ihren Raufereien
wnd spielen keine rechte Freude gehabt hatte.
So, nun konnten_ sie ihm nachsehen, die Dackel,

die DickkBpfe.,

A1l day long he fishes, lies in the shade of a spruce

fir, and swims; and even after supper, when the trees

already cast long shadows, We £ind him angling on the

riverbank.

Die Fische sind merkwlirdig erregt, schiessen
im Zickzack hin und her, schnellen sich in
die Luft, stossen sich an der Angelschnur
und stliirzen sich blindlings auf den KBder .2
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This short passage which so vividly invokes the
behavior of the fish in the river, aptly precedes his
visit to the parson the following morning, Hang offers
nim the fish he has caught, and he is taken to the
clergyman'’s study. At the sight of the many books which
neatly line the shelves the boy is filled with awe, for
there 1s every indication that this is o sanctuary of
deep learning. The parson tells Hans of his own school
days and experiences at the Seminary. He speaks of the
difficulties and of the rewards of studying the New
Testament Greek. Hans, hanging on his every word,
"fihlte sich mit Stolz der wahren Wissenschaft genl-
hert, 23 Finally the parson does not fail to warn him
of the intricacies he will encounter when studying He-
brew, and offers to teach him some of its rudinents,
that is, if Hans does not mind giving up some of his
srare time during the summer holidays. Hans finds it
far too embarrassing to decline such a generous offer!
On the way home this commitment appears to him as "eine
leichte Wolke am fr8hlich blauen Himmel seiner Frei-

helt,““u but he manages to override his misgivings by

repeating to himself that this small sacrifice will

G

give him an edge over his classmates at the Seminary;

0]

surely Two hours study a day during the summer holidays

is not too high a price to pay for this future advantage!
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/" Sein 7 Ehrgeiz war wieder wach und liess

ilm keine Ruhe., Zugleich begann wieder ...

ein hastig triumphlerendes Trelben begchleu~

nigter Pulse und heftig aufgeregber Krifte,

ein eilig ungestlimes Vorwértqoegehren 5
The Rector recognizes his ovportunity to proselytize and
easily convinces Hans of the importance of keeping up
his Greek and Mathematics as well. And so the months of
vacation which had started with a promise of entrancing
days of freedom and leisure, are spent instead behind a
desk indoors in the all-important pursuit of knowledge.
The few times that Hans is able to go fishing or hiking
are spoiled for him by feelings of guilt. Iiis Teachers
relent their merciless grip on him only a few days be-
fore he is to leave for the Seminary; they are suddenly
concerned, and treat him with kindness and solicitude.
They encourage him to take walks and emphasize to him

the importence of starting "frisch und erquickt" his

new life at the Seminary.

Before hig departure Hans once again pays a
visit to the shoemsker, Mr, Flaig. When the good man
hears how Hens has studied during his entire vacation
he reacts with an expression of consternation:

's 1st ein Unsinn, Hans, und eine Sinde dazu.
In deinem Alter muss man ordentlich Luft und
Bewegung und sein richtiges Ausrunea haben.,
Zu was gibt man euch denn Ferien? Doch nicht
zunn Stubenhocken und Weiterlgrnen, Du bist
ja lauter Haut und Knochen!?2
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With the departure from his home towm 2 new
chavter begins to unfold for Hans; it 1s a chapter which
in many respects reads like that of the other students
who had been accepted at the Maulbronn Seminery. For
just as small saplings are selected from different parts
of a forest for their exceptionally promising charac-
teristics and are transplanted into greenhouse pots so
That they may grow under controlled conditions, these
boys, brought together on the basis of their common
denominator, scholastic excellence, are subjected to the
same rigid controls. This philosophy of education is

ased on the assumption that the best results can be
achieved through unifornity and homogeneity, Hesse does
not explicitly repudiate this theory, but focuses on its

effects, thus leaving it to the reader to form his judg-

After the first few days of adjustment, it is
revealing to note how the students form small groups of
like-minded interests and cultivate their friendships,
But the harsh discipline inflicted upon Hans during the
critical yeafs of his childhood has scarred his indivi-
duality at least in this one important respect: "In sei-
nen strengen, nmutterlosen Knabenjahren war ihm die Gabe
ney

des Anschmiegens verklmmert. Moreover, his acqguired




90

ambition commands him to maintsin a distance from any-
thing that might distract him from his studies. From

that distance, however, "sah / er 7/ mit BErstaunen zu,

und wenn er andere sich ihrer Freundschaft freuen sah,

1itt Z~er_7 Neid und Sehnsucht,"28 A person of differ-

[}

ent temperament might have been able to protect himsel
N LD

Trom such Teelings by building around himself a wall of

TT
T

contempt or cynicism, But Ilans secretly and shyly waits

for someone in his deep need of Ffinding "einen StBrkeren
und Mutigeren als er, der ihn mitrisse und zum Gliick-

lichsein zwHnge."29

One of the more striking characters among the
students is a certain Hermann Heilner who was known from
the beginning of the year to be a 'voet of sorts', a

'3chlngeist!, and word had it that for the Landexamen he

had written his composition entirely in verse. 0f nis

l

versonality we are told that it revealed "eine jugend-

lich unreife Mischung von Sentimentalitit und Leicht-

N

hat he had

e

i

and the author further states
"eigene Gedanken und Worte, er lebte whrmer und freier,
1itt seltsame Leiden und schien seine ganze Umgebung zu

verachten, 31 Hermann, too, has been unsuccessful in

finding a friend, and so during the noon-hour recess
fe] 5 [
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when the others are playving gsmes in the schoolyard, he

.

has taken to going on solitary walks in the directilion

of the edge of the wood or along the banks of a nearby

as separated himsell Lrom the
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group, finds him sitting by the edge of the water, a pad

«nees and holding a pencil thoughtfully between

o

his lips. After Hermsnn has motloned him To sit down,

they engage in friendly discourse. Then, both lying on
their backs, Hermann says:

Was flir schBne Wolken! Ja, Giebenrithchen,
wenn man doch so eine Wolke whHre! Dann wlr-
den wir da droben segelfahren, Uber WHlder
und D8rfer und OberBmiter und Linder weg, wie
schBne Schiffe.32

For the rest of the day Hans cannot help thinking about
hig extraordinery classmate. On that very same evening

Hermann reveals once more his singular nature. In the
studvhall he has a fight with another student., After
the two knock each other about 211 over the room Hermann
suddenly stops and with an air of superior detachment
remarks: "Ich mache nicht weiter -- wenn du willst, so

schlag zu.™3 Walking to his desk, tears come to his

eves, ''Du, Heilner, schimst du dich denn nicht?" a

student asks. "Mich schlimen --vor euch? Nein, mein
o
Bestey,”ﬁu comes Tthe digdainful reply; and with thet he
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strides out of the room. From a distance Hans has wit-
nessed the fight and the tears, but in his horror he has
remeined nailed to his chair., After some time, he goes
looking for iHermenn and finds him sitting on a window-
sill. "Was gibt's?" asks Hermenn,

"Teh bin's.®

"Was willst du?"

"Wichts, ™

"So? Dann kannst du ja wiedsr gehen."

TTe

His feelings are hurt and he walks away. "'Halt doch,™

HBS )

ays Hermann, "so war's nicht gemeint. Barlier in

¥

the novel we have been shown the way in which friend-
ships are formed, how ovposites are attracted to each
other like the positive and negatives poles of magnets,
and now again we are vresented with s situation that

- . 36

Telective affinities™.

allows us to witness the power of
On the one gside we have the impulsive nature of a boy
endowed with the spark of effortless poetic genius; on
the other the sensitive nature of an individual who
earns for himself the reputation of being a model boy on

the strength of conscilentious effort,

As in meny relationships, the spiritual inter-
change between Hermann and iHang 1s not evenly balanced,

For the former, Hans 1s all too often a mere convenlence,
'eine Art Hauskatze!, but he cultivates this friendship

because he needs Hang. Hermann wmust have someone who



sdmires him, someone who will listen to

does both, Hermann often reads poetry to his friend, or

4

~ecites with vassion some of Schiller's or Shakespeare's
soliloguies. FHans, who has not had any previous know-
ledge of these writers,

solirte ... zum erstenmal widerstandslos die
trligerische Gewalt schiinfliessender Worte,

tHuschender Bilder und sechmeichlerischer
Reime, und seine Verehrung fr diese ihm

neuerschlossene Welt war mit der Bewunderung
des reundes zu elngm einzigen Gefithl in-
einandergewachsen, -

Hans feels how this friendshiyp complements his own na-

ture, how it adds a new dimension to his life; 1T turns

out to be as indispensible to him as bread and water,

Hanpy as he is sbout having won a friend, how-
ever, Hans cannot fail to become aware of the claims of
this relabionship. Evening by¥ evening during study
neriod Hermann comes over to his desk, closes his books
and induces him to go for walks in the halls. Grades
are not important to Hermann, and he manages to get by
with 1little effort. Bubt to Hans who is accustomed to
diligent study these distractions are a matter of con-
cern, the more so, as his assignments grow increasingly

haet hils

lans realizes

ct

riendship which

5

difficult., Thus

P
-

is to him "ein wit Stolz gehfiteter Schatz is at the

same time "eine grosse, schwer zu tragende Last,”38 and




he Finds himself torn between his dubties as a friend and

.
U

hig ambitions as a studen

But something is about to hapven that will put
their friendship to a difficult test. 1In a mood of
restlessness Hermann tries to pick a fight with a stu-
dent by the name of Lucius whom he despises. This
Lucius is portrayed as an obnoxious fellow, nevertheless,
Hermann's contemptuous atbtitude toward him betrays an
arrogance soon to be geverely punished., In trying to
avoid a kick in the pants that Hermann has promised him
for making a nulsance of himself with his fiddle playing,
Lucius takes to the halls, runs up and down staircases
with Hermann hot on hig heels, and in a last desperate
effort manages to reach the doorway of the rectory.

Bven in the face of this new situation Hermann keeps his
promise, and its fulfilment i1s to no one as evident es
it is to the astonished Rector who beholds the sight of
Iucius flying right into the middle of his study. The

perpetrator of this unprecedented subversion is punished

ct

tion of a severe confinement and by being
O

=0

b

e

he 1mpos
singled out in a special address by the Ephorus as an

' .

object lesson to the entire student body.




To assoclate with Heilner at this stage 1s a

dangerous proposition, for it would jeopardize o fel-
low's repubation. And how could Hans stake what is so
precious to him? THow could he gamble with the ideals

o)
L

which he had set for hi

w

future? It is up to him to
make the first move, but with every moment that passes
this move becomes more difficult, and even before he 1s
aware of it hisg inability bto act is judged to be an open
betrayal. When Hermann remarks, "Du bist ein gemeiner

. . . . R A o o
Feigling, Giebenrath -- pful Teulell”B/ any hope of a

[43]
e

=1

raoprochement seemg to be crushed forever, Han s

choked with shame and remorse; bubt with the exclitement
of the first snow, the Christmas preparations and the
holidays, his emotional dilerma is pushed into the back-~

ground for the time being.

Tt is through a sad emotional experience tThat

a2

Hans! reactions reach an even higher vnitch. One day,
one of the students is absent from afternoon roll call.

When after the first veriod he still does not show up, a

Fy

enersl search is organized. They look for nim inside
the building, then outside, then in the woods surroun-
ding the school grounds and down by the lake. Finally

hig lifeless body is found in one of the nonds; the ice

had given way under his weight and the icy water had




96

swallowed him up.

FHans is profoundly stirred as he {inds himsell

in the presence of his lifeless comrade, Stricken with
grief he imagines that it is Hermann stretched out in
front of him, and the reslization that it would now be

impossible for him to make amends gives him no pesce.,

Haunted by guilt feelings, all other comnsiderastions are

irrelevant and at the first ovvrortune moment he tries

for a belated rapprochement. "Ich bin damals feig ge-

e
p..x

wesen," he tells his frien

s

und liess dich im Stich. Aber du weisst, wie
ich bin: es war mein fester Vorsatz, im Semi~
nar obenan zu bleiben und womBglich vollends
BErgster zu werden. ...&s war ... meine Art

von Ideal, ich wusste nichts Besseres, ...Sieh
du, eg tub nir leid. Ich weiss nicht, ob du
noch einmael mein Freund sein willst, sber ver-
zelhen musst du mir,

° . ° ° e ° ° ° ° ° ° ® ° ° ° ° ® ° e ° L] ° °

Ich will lieber Letzter werden, als noch
1Bnger so um dich herumlaufen., Wenn du

willst, so sind wir wieder Ireunde und zei-

gen den anderen, Cass wir sie nicht brauchen.uo

The weeks of dissociation from Hermann have increased
his atbachment to his friend. The foregoing decleration
stems from a purely emotional need, a need That has
remained unsatisfied owing to his motherless childhood
and his early friendless youth, bent too much upon

purely intellectual growth and develonment, Hans 1

N

like a young plant that has been exposed to much rain
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but

et

1os been denied the beneficial rays of the sun. Now
his soul strives for vindication, and his innate being
finds satisfaction in the joy of a friendship through

which he becomes "zHrtlicher, wHrmer, schwérmerischer."ﬁl

His teachers look upon this association with
consternation, and try to destroy 1t. Hesse notes how
time and again one can observe "Staat und Schule atemlos

bemliht, die alljihrlich suftauchenden paar tieferen und

wertvolleren Geister an der Wurzel zu knicken.”uz And
the novel indeed shows how '"die paar tieleren Geister"
are regarded ss outsiders whose minds cen only cause
others Lo stumble and create havoc in the educational
machinery; along its essembly line they are auvtomati-
cally rejected, dismissed as misfits by individuals
chosen to fill responsible positions on the basis of
their ability for regimentation. The irony, Hesse re-
flects, lies in the fact that

smmer wieder sind es vor allem die von den

Schulmeistern Gehassten, die Oftbestraiten,

Entlaufenen, Davonge jagten, die nachher den

Schatz unseres Volkes bereichérn, Manche

aber ... verﬁehren sich in stillem Trotz und

gehen unter, 3

Of hig teachers only the Ephorus makes an awk-

ward attempt to bring him back on the right path; Hans

has been his best student in Hebrew and he has taken




pride in his great diligence. "Nur nicht matt werden,”
he advises him, "sonst kommt man unters Rad, "™+ Instesd
of guiding him towards the healthy synthesis that Hans
so desperately needs, he makes it at the same time very
clear to him that he disapproves of his association with
Hermenn: "Ich zwinge dich nicht. Aber ich hoffe, du
kormst allmBhlich von itm los.... BHs whre mir sehr
lieb,,"LLB So from the Evhorus no helpful counsel is to
be expected, but rather a stern and ominous werning which
acts on Hans more like a whiplash than a healing medica-
ment, Although he tries hard to study conscientiously
he now can barely manage to keep up with his work,
Whereas earlier in the school term he had worked with
enthusissm and ease, under the changed conditions
"spannte er sich immer wieder mit verzweifeltem Seulgzer
ins Joch‘."LIré Only the study of History and Greek still
afford him pleasure; not indeed on account of their

historical importance, but for the reason that the great

F
]

men o

g

the past now "blicken aus nshen, gliihenden Augen
und hatten lebendige, rote Lippen.,,.“u7 Among the |
translations from the Greek that are assigned to the
students is the Gospel passage in which the apostle Mark
relates the feelings of the peovle when they recognigze
the man stepping to shore from the fishing bark to be

magination is much stirred by this episode

s
s

Jesus., His

&
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end he, too, recognizes the Master, not by his stature
or physiognomy as does the crowd, but "an der grossen,
glanzvollen Tiefe seiner L:‘Le’bessmgem”“‘8 His heart is
moved by these lively apparitions and he feels, "als
habe er die schwarze Hrde wie ein Glas durchblickt oder
als habe Gott ihn angeschaut.”hg At times his imagina-
tion is so astir that the realm of his fantesy has be-
come indistinguishable from the world of realibty. Thus
it happens that during a lesson Hang is oblivious of =
question and even of a command by his professor.,
Alarmed by such inexplicable behavior, the administra-
tion sends for a physician who takes these symptoms but
lightly, "Kleine Nervengeschichten"so he calls then,
and recommends that Hans be allowed to spend one hour
daily in the open air. The doctor's advice is followed,
but not without the strict stipulation by the Ephorus
that on his walks Hang must not associate with his
friend Heilner., A few days later when Hermann fails to
show up for class, a search party 1s sent out, but he is
nowhere to be found. Great is the excitement at school
when after three days the defiant and unrepentant es-
capee 1is brought back by the suthorities. Angry at the
Iphorus for forbidding him to accompeny his friend Hans
on his walks, he had been eager to flaunt authority, to

show everyone that his will was stronger than the rigid
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commands and rules imposed by the school. Insolent and
contempbuous even after the ordeal, he is expelled from

the Seminary and sent hone.

As for Hans, he is regarded by the faculty with
suspicion for they think that he must have known all the
while of Hermann's escape but had said nothing in order
To protect him, Hermann had in fact acted of his own
accord and Hans remained totally unaware of his plans.
But the teachers are prejudiced towards Hans and their
resentment Cinds expression in sarcastic utterances such
as, "Falls Sie gerade nicht schlafen sollten, darf ich
Sle vielleicht ersuchen, diesen Satz zu lesen?“sl or,
"Warum sind Sie denn nicht mit Threm sch¥nen Freund
Heilner gegangen?”52 A slip of the tongue? Perhaps,

It nonetheless reveals that no one is willing to put
forth the effort of trying to discover his resal needs,
and thus the teachers conveniently judge Hans on the
basis of his deteriorating marks, his blunted ambition
and what appears to be an act of defiance of the codes

of the institution., On the evidence of these oubward

4

] 74

signs he emerges as "ein Hindernis ihrer Wlnsche, ZEQS 7

i

.

o
etwas Verstocktes und Triges," 3 and the teachers feel
justified in their condemnation., In their minds "zBhlte

dieser Giebenrath nicht mehr mit, er geh8rte zu den
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Aussé‘«:zigen,"SLL and no doubt, the above-quoted Freudian

slip can be traced back to this feeling.

Though not intentionally, Hans was soon to com-
ply with their secret wishes., A few days afterwards,
while being severely scolded by one of his professors,
his resisbance breaks down., As the teacher is velling
at him, Hans slumps back in his chair and convulsively
breaks out crying; when called to the blackboard, he is
overcome by dizziness and sinks to his knees., The doc-
tor who is called once more was "ziemlich Hrgerlich,
dass sein Patient sich solche Streiche 1eistete."55 The

doctor's prescription this time is an Erholungsurlaub,

and this serves the purpose of the Seminary perfectly,
or almost so. The sticky business of protocol has still
to be complied with, and the Ephorus wonders how the
authorities in Stuttgart will view this third report in

a year of a student lost to the Seminary., The uneasy

I3y

thought that vossibly he might have done something to

4
¥

his

4

Prevent all € begins to weigh on his conscience.
Being "ein tapferer und sittlich starker Mann", he suc-
ceeds "diese unnlitzen und finstern Zweifel aus seiner

Seele zu bannen,”56
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This homecoming stands in sharpest contrast to

Hans' return after the Landexamen in Stuttgart. His

only desire now is to reach home and to rest., Free from
all pressures he yearns to relieve his wounded heart in
tears. As he avproaches his home town he is seized by a
headache so severe that he is unable to look out of the
window and enjoy the familier countrvside, All that his
father can do when he meets his estranged son is to look
upon nim with suspicious curiosity. The adjustment to
the thought of having a child suffering from nervous
disorder is difficult for Mr., Giebenrath to bear., How
often had he shown scorn and indulgent contempt Tor
people with such afflictions., No, his father is no
friend nor a source of cowmfort; at best he manages to
conceal his anger and disillusionment. As for his pre-
vious teachers, they are courteous enough when they meet
him in the street, but no one shows the least personal
interest in him,

Er war kein GefBss mehr, in das man allerlei

hineinstopfen konnte, kein Acker flir vieler-

lei Samen mehr; es lohnte sich nicht mehr,

Zeit und Sorgfalt an ihn zu wenden,5
The attitude of his former teachers and of his father
cannot but contribute to the avporehension for his own

condition, On occasion he is still dimly able to ex-

perience the Joys of his lost childhood: outside and in
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the face of nature, his heart beats faster at the sound
of twittering birds or the sight of the beauty of trees,
meadows and flowers, Bubt such contact also sharpens his
awareness that over the last two years he had experi-

enced few moments of Jjoy. It is brought in on him that

he has no friends among hisg o0ld schoolmates and is loved

by no one,

Overwhelmed by an oppressive feeling of loneli-

a3
4

or a hold on 1life

[

nesg, he reaches out in desperation
and this paradoxicelly he finds in the thought of sui-
cide. The contemplation of death and the vpreparations
for it which he undertakes influence his disposition,
for they relieve him of a hopeless fubure and allow him
to revisit undisturbed the green paths of his childhood,
Aus seiner grossen HAnttHuschung und Hoff-
nungslosigkeit floh er in die vergangene gute
Zeit zurlick, da er noch voll von Hoffnungen
gewesen war und die Welt vor sich hatte ste-
hen sehen wie einen riesengrossen Zauberwald,
welcher grausige Gefahren, verwunschene
SchBtze und smaragdene Schl8sser %g seiner
undurchdringlichen Tiefe verbarg.
The atmosphere which IHesse creates in narrating this
period of crisis in Hans' life brings to mind suany
autunn deys, days filled with glowing colours and a

o
L

reshness in the air that rejuvenates the heart, Butb

!
[©)

the turning of the leaves which is so poignantly beauti-

ful to behold is a sure sign of the desolation ahead
3
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and the freshness in the air only serves to be a warning
of the North Wind which at any moment will devastate the
land., On one of his pilgrimages to the vast Hans visits
the old mill where he listens once more to old Lise asA
she tells a story to the children gathered around her,
It is the story of St., Christopher who in the night
hears the voice of a2 child calling %o him across a
stream. Hans sadly turns away for héf%oroed back into
reality by his personal experiences which have taught
him that 5t, Christophers exist only in the magical and
make-believe realm of childhood. It is a reminder that
for a long time he has been excluded from this realm,
and that the 1life of those who are on this side of the
gete cannot thrive on magic., In order to flourish, 1life
needs tangible values and goals; in the process of edu-
cating the gifted Hans, these two essentials have been
lost, and the boy who in his defencelessness is weary of
life in a time of relative calm, 1s sure to succumb in

time of adversity.

As if 1In sympathetic response to the laws of the
season in the weeks that follow, and as the\warm beauty
of the autumn sbates, his spirit too, wanes.

«soDer stille BlBtterfall, das Braunwerden
der Wiesen, der dichte Fréhnebel, das reife,

milde Sterbenwollen der Vegetation trieb ihn,
wie alle Kranken, in schwere, hoffnungslose
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Stimmungen und traurige Gedanken. Er flhlte
den Wunsch, mit zu vergehen, mit einzuschla-
fen, mit zu sterben, und 1litt darunter, dass
seine Jugend dem widersprach und mit stiller
ZBhigkelt am Leben hing.”

In its capriclousness chance for a while at least allows

'his youth' a short respvite,

In contrast to the mood of nature there is the
spirit of the townsfolk occupied in the joyful task of
making apple cider. Rich and poor, young and old, join
in This last vigorous activity a2s if to capture once
more the vitality of summer; the air 1s filled with the

vowerful rhythm of the hymn to rustic toil., Hans is

oy

invited to share in the work and the fun at the Flaig
resldence, end although he accepts the offer without
enthusiasm, a glass of cider offered to him on his way
there rapidly changes his disposition, and he is ani-
mated by the desire, "wieder einmal ein bisschen mitzu-
2 2 ”60 o s s f
machen und lustig zu sein, Mr, Flaig 1s surprised To
see Hans in such good spirits, but decides that for the

boy's sake it 1s best to keep his feelings to himself,

vl

It is ironic thet in his delight over what avrpesrs as an

Q

indication of the boy's recovery, even the person genu-
inely interested in his well-being fails to recognize
the severity of his illness; more than anyvone else he
could have exerted a beneficial influence on the ailing

youth,
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As fate wills 1%, this Jasagen to life brings

Hans uvnder a different kind of influence., It so happens

s
]_lo

nvited h

1=

e

e

S nie

Q

that for this occasion ¥Mr, Flaig has
from the city., This girl, full of life and mischievious
merriment -- Emma is her name -- casts a powerful spell
on the naive Hans who at once finds himself caught up in
a web of infatuation. This experience happens, 1t is
true, to every school boy; the fact that it occurs to

ans is

4

Hfans underlines the writer's assumption that B
basically no different from most boys, lest the reader
accept his misfortunes as unevoidable results brought on
by a bizarre nature., The same evening under cover of

ENs
T
i

darkness, Hans surreptitiously walks to the back of Iir,

&

laig's house, and Emma who had seen him approaching

soon walks out to meet him., She kisses him and through
her kisses Hans feels transfigured. Only the day before
he had looked on life "mit der wehmlitig #berlegenen Imp-
findung eines Abschiednehmenden;” now he experiences

Yein Zurlckkehren, Erstaunen, Licheln, Wiederbesitzen."él
But his ecstasy is shortlived, for a2 few deys later FAmma
leaves as unexpectedly as she had come, without so much
as a word of farewell., Ilans now realizes thet his feel-
ings had not been taken at all seriously, and thet he

had only been used to inflate the flighty girl's ego.

His Morgenfriede is gone forever, and the days that
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follow are filled with "fruchtlosen Klagen, sehnlichen
A

Erinnerungen, trostlosen Grilbeleien; "2 he is left at

leagt with a bittersweet memory and the dream of =

future of tantalizing promise,

Mr, Giebenrath, too, has been thinking of his
son's future, wondering how long he is expected to put
up with his condition and state of health. He finally
tells Hans bluntly that it is time he came to some
decigion about his plens for the future, He might be
apprenticed to the town's blacksmith, the Tfather sug-
gests, or he could choose to take up secretarial train-
ing., Having experienced the bitter consecguences of the

isolation which he has had to inflict upon himself in

dea of

=

¥

order to pursue his studies, he rejects the :
. this .

becoming a secretary, asAwould only separate him once

more from the heart of life. No, he is anxious to come

down to the level of ordinary labourers and thus reach

harmony with 1ife itself,

Wnhen Hans embarks upon his apprenticeship at the
smithy his attentiveness to the master's instructions
and the diligence with which he works vouchsafe his
desire to succeed; and this despite the fact that by
the end of the second day he is physically utterly

exhausted. From a noble impulse Hans has chosen %o
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become a blacksmith, but due to his intellectual incon-
patibility with that occupstion's exigencles he is

doomed to failure from the outset. Because of a2 "mys-

terious spark form above,” he was destined to find per-
sonel fulfilment only by using his higher faculties,

Iis experiences, induced by his selfish teachers, have
doused that spark, however, and he is left to grope like

a blind man, His evidenced good will cannot be inter-

0
(o3
o
o
)

preted es being auvspicious of success, for 1t 1

2 s

decentive flagh of his ailling spirit, This flash mani-

et
09

fests 1tself again on the following Sunday when, in
spite of his wretched physical condition, he accepts the
invitation of two fellow workers to join them for a
spree in a neighboring village, Hans soon feels the
effects of the beer, and frightened at the thought of
rousing his fahter's anger if he stays out too late, and
frightened by the prospect of the hard work he must face

on the morrow, he leaves the frolicking group and heads

for home,

o

From the foot path Hans perceives in the dark-
ness the shimmer of the river flowing nearby. Through-
out his 1life the river has stood for Ians as the symbol
of freedom, and its call

has acted like a Leitmotiv

which never failed to resound with unylielding persis-
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tence whenever his soul felt tormented. How often has
his soul found respite on its friendly shore! How often
has his suffering been assuaged by the coolness of its
waters! ZHEnticed by the river's melodious volce Hans has
followed its call with blissful abandon, and this sur-
rendsr allows his estranged soul to rediscover 1ts iden-
tity and to return to its origin, to the innocence of

childhood, to the harmony of the universe,

The strife of his soul has never been more in-
tense than on this fateful night, and Hans feels crushed
by guilt and shame for not having realized his erstwhile
ideals. In his despair he yearns "in seeliger Selbst-

n63

vergessenheit wiederzukehren in's All der Natur, and

his soul hears once more the enticing call of the river.

The last and climactic pages of Unterm Rad are

deeply moving, and although this can be attributed in
vart to the subject matter, it is due primarily to the
author's very close and intimate response to what moti-
vates his hero's fateful action., But what makes tThe

narrative so poignant is that almost every occurrence is

a foreboding of ¥this tragic ending, and indeed bespeaks
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its inevitability.

» a

Conscious of the disjointed beliefs, views and

o

outlook of present day society, we come - to realize that
the sensitive Hans, uvnable to oppose the relentless
forces which deny him a sturdy and harmonious growth,

must sooner or later succumb to thelr imperious power,

In that acufely critical period of development

when the child is still unformed and with but vague

=

ideas ss to hig innate resources, nothing is of greater
importance than the guidance of a loving and understan-
ding person. Having been deprived of a mother's love,
Hans has been taught at an all too early stage to obey
the voice of authority, even at the expense of his own
personal demands., The voice of authority has always
been represented by those who have made selfish clailms
upon the boy and who have used him to satisfy and
realize their own blunted ambitions., Only Mr, Flaig,
the kindly and unselfish shoemaker, who percelves and
understands the boy's dire need to reconcile the demands
of his mind with those of his spirit, offers him tender-
ness and guidance without ulterior motives., But because
Hans has mocked his religious affiliation and disdains
the inferior education of the simple man, he is reluc-

tant to take his advice to heart and even fails to
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respond to his words of encouragemnent,

Hans remains unaware of the forces which mili-
tate against him and is thus vulnerable to the "slings
and arrows of oubrageous fortune”, His intellect bids
him follow the arduous path urged upon him by his tea-
chers, while his feelings enjoin him %o 2lly himself

with Heilner, the SchBngeist, who lives according to the

dictates of his heart. Hans finds himself straining
between these two oprosite poles until in the end,
weakened in body and spirit, he relinquishes the uneven
struggle and surrenders himself to the geductive lure of

the river which invites him to permanent union with the

Infinite,

The novel belongs to the author's early period,
and as is often the case with youbhful works, 1t reveals
an sbsence of artistic detachment. Unable to gain dis-
tance from hig own emotional predicament the author
allows himself to become fused with the principal cha-
racter. Tnevitably this tends to influence the novel's

form and structure in that the story is put forth on the

level of feeling rather than of objective presentation.

On the other hend, the work stands as an "Aus-
drucksversuch einer Seele”éLL and redeems 1ts obvious

shortcomings through its simplicity and sincerity. In
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his introduction to Kinderseele K, W, HMaurer's statement

made in regard to the author's earlvy storv Meine Xind-
o o

helt could be applied to Unbterm Rad as well:

ovs 1t 1s all so deeply felt, so movingly
sincere, that one can only sapproach it vegg
delicately, and in a spirit of reverence,




EPILOGUE

In the Seelenromane selected for this study the

skilful and sensitive hands of three mssters have vivid-
1y portrayed the struggles encountered by the respective
heroes of their novels in their guests for self-realiza-
tion. What gives thrust and conviction to the parbicu-
lar conflicts of each hero are the inevitable and deci-
sive circumstances of nis given background., The impetus
of the conflict is not merely determined by man's en-
counter with external realities, encompassing the pres-
sures of soclety and its views, the political and social
climate of his age together with its economic situation,

but above all by his upbringing and education as well as

by his differentiated personality and character. The

environmental influences brought about by society exert

an adverse vressure on the heroes of these Seelenromane,

yet the author's indictment of society does not repre-
sent the chief intent of the novelist., What is examined
is the inner conflict of the individual, his efforts to
come to terms with himself, to understand "was mein

nl

Daselin, was mein Leben ist. What the protagonist

learns to recognize by the end of each novel is the
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way he must live in order to be in harmony with the
world. Anton Reiser, having recognized his own limita-
tions, realizes that he can live meaningfully without

-

naving

()

to resort to a world of make-belief; Hyperion
comes to understand that heroism lies not so much in
political achlevement as in the giving of the self; Hans
Glebenrath, rejecting the ideals imposed upon him by
those in authority, follows bthe dictates of his

heart,

regardless of where this path may lead him,

-3

he romantic poet and critic Friedrich Schlegel

=
[

defined the novel as "ein Kompendium des ganzen Geistes-
lebens eines genialischen Individuums."  Of the many

types of novels in existence, the Seelenroman perhaps

comes closest to the realigzation of this ideal. By
meeting the terms of this definition, their authors have
also realized man's supreme challenge which congists of
representing and developing his soul. Hermann Hesse in
his essay, "Von der Seele," has stated:

Wie, vom Standpunkt der stillen Betrachtung

aus, alle Hatur nichts anderes ist als wech-

selnde Erscheinungsform ewig zeugenden, un-

sterblichen Lebens, so ist des Menschen Rolle

und Aufgabe im besonderen, Seele darzustellen,l

This pronouncement forms a challenge in the face

of which many have faltered, Over the ages ibts magni-

tude has made even the bravest faint-hesrted and often
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induced them to abjure the self., By choosing to ignore
the pursuit of life's compelling ideals one may come to
believe that there is nothing sacred or immubable in
humen existence and that to assert the contrary is,
indeed, to elevate humanity to unwarranted heights, Bub
this evasion of responsibility creates a spiritual va-
cuum which tends to be filled by false gods and idols,
Where such an act of betrayal can lead has never been
made more poignantly manifest than in the contemporary

world,

That the characteristic qualities of the Seelen-
roman are reflected in the literature of other countries,

4

¢ nov surprising in view of the spiritual and intellec-

l_.h

tual turmoils and upheavals that swept the whole of

n

Burope during the XVIIIth and XIXth centuries. It is
noteworthy that, although the emphasis had shifted, the

Seelenroman was cultivated and developed by French and

-

English novelists of the XXth century. Among the au-
thors that most resdily come to mind are Marcel Proust,
Virginia Woolf and D, H, Lawrence. These writers share
with their German countervarts "the very delicate sensi-
bility bto impressions”,,“u a ... most subtle imagina-

tion, ,..”5 "a deep sense of the mystery ... of the most

important experiences of life, .,."6 and the "indictment
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of some of the Talse values"! of the soclety of which

S

they are a part., Traits such as these manifest a ten-
dency in literature, and indeed, in all the art forms,
to mirror the spiritual climate of its own age, for the
artist crestes "in accordance with the demands of his

18

time. ... As religious fervor declined in the XXth

century, as basic values underwent severe scrubiny,
novelists were less concerned with the individual's

5

predicament, or rather, they became less sure of his

ultimate destiny. The most obvious manifestation of
their deep-rooted doubts 1s that although the novelists
succeed in telling a story, "the characteristic modern

' in contrast bto that of an earlier age, "is a

novel,'
story without an ending....“9 This has perhaps little

or no bearing on aesthetic imnlications and the value of
a given novel but it "convinces us of the aubthor's
search for a new kind of experience,... the reality and
ultimate significance of that experience as attributed

to the characters, "0

What direction will the novel Take in the next

L)

ew dacades, and to what extent will the Seelenroman
3

gure in future literary endeavors? In his essay

)
oo

=h
[N

"The Decline of the Novel" the voet and critic Edwin

Mulr contends thet, should the present spiritual trend
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lead to the dissolution of religious feeling, it would
most certainly bring about the extinction of imaginative

(L)
i

ert. 1L In France, some of the writers of the last
decades seem to confirm the omen of such a cataclysm,

he so-called anti-novels of Nathalle Sarrsute and Alain
Robbe~Grillet bear witness to the eclipse of the inagi-
nation, for plot, time, even characters have largely

disappeared, leaving as the bulwark of btheir novels a

mere clinical study of objects,

But, as in the sphere of meteorology, an eclipse

S
is not a permanent state, we must assume that the sun
will yebt emerge; the concern of the individual predica-
ment will return to its legitimate place in art. IFor
'the belief in eternity is natural to man; and all the
arts, all the forms of imaginative literature, since
they depend on that belief, are equally nabtural to

him., ?212

S A

If it is true, as Proust believed, that "the
individual reads himself, and books reveal to him only
. . . . 1
That which he would not have otherwise percelvedg”*3 the

o
N

Seelenroman, apart from its artistic gualitieg and

traits, becomes immediately relevant to man's present
predicament on the basis of its preoccupation with spi-

ritual and enduring values., It can, indeed, alleviate
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spirit by maeking him aware of the universal charac-
of his situation., But above all, he recognigzes in

Seelenroman that although circumstances may thwart

goul, its search is an attestation of man's dignit
3 [l

identity,
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