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Abstract

Curling is an important part of the Canadian aaltlandscape, and nowhere is
this more evident than in Manitoba. However, theuwtoentation of curling records
within archival repositories in the province hasurted without a strategic plan. This
thesis first explores the modern archival apprdtsabries and then proposes an appraisal
model that utilizes a combination of the documeatastrategy and macroappraisal in
order to develop a strategy for the documentatfauding in Manitoba.

Using this model, this thesis first examines tretdrical and contemporary
context of Canadian sport in order to determindirogis place within it, and then
identifies five key functions of curling in order évaluate, using function-based
appraisal methodologies, the quality of the rectinds have been collected in archival
repositories. The functions, structures, and rexzofdwo urban curling clubs and one
rural curling club in Manitoba are then examinedtase studies, and an appraisal
strategy is suggested in order to better ensutdtibaecords documenting curling in
Manitoba are preserved. This strategy can be usademplate not only for appraising

the records of curling, but for all sports.
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Introduction

The Game Plan

Sports history in Canada has traditionally bees tks/eloped than other
historical thematic fields such as political, naty, labour, gender, aboriginal, or urban
history. The fact that Canadian historians havgely ignored sport for so long is
difficult to understand. Sports stories appearadevision, newspapers, Internet, and the
radio, and people from all sectors of society pl@gtch, or follow some form of sport.
Sport is so important to some Canadians that ttragtsre their lives around the ebb and
flow of sporting seasons, cyclical championshipgliisas the Brier), and festivals at the
community, provincial, national, or internationaVels, or by individuals in their daily or
weekly routines. The Canadian government even uses sport as annesit of
international policy and political leverage angtomote cultural and national identity to
Canadians themselves and to the woiilions are spent annually on sport either
directly through professional salaries or everkdis, or indirectly through coaching
development programs or sports administrationajor®thing of endorsements, building
sports facilities (stadiums, arenas, rinks), or imedverage. In 2004 the Conference
Board of Canada, a not-for-profit, non-partisanamigation was hired by the Canadian
Government to conduct what they titled a “SportiEigation Impact Analysis

Household Survey,” into the participation levelsl @ocio-economic impact of sport in

! Don Morrow and Kevin Wamsleport in Canada: A History (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2005),

p. 1.
2 Ibid.



Canada® They found that “nearly 13.7 million adult Canatia—55 per cent of the adult
population—take part in sport as active participamblunteers, attendees, or some
combination of the thre€!"and that overall expenditure for sport in 2004l&d almost
$16 billion, or about 2.2 per cent of consumer sigand 1.2 per cent of GDP and
supported about 2 per cent of the jobs in Cafd&fssed on these figures, the Conference
Board concluded that the country’s “strong sportatjure is a significant part of the
fabric of Canada” and that sport “develops skhiattindividuals can use to become more
productive at work; and it builds social cohesion aocial capital, keys to development
and prosperity®

So why the relative neglect of sports in the acaddristorical literature?
Answering that question is beyond the scope ofttiesis, but a related issue may be
addressed concerning the archival records avaifabkcademic study. This thesis will
use curling as a case study to examine how anvastimight better document the
societal function of sport using the current arahtools available, and how they might
ensure that records are being produced in curliggrozations that will enable the
capture, and later retention, of records in all méd a viable manner by an archival
repository. In this way, by collecting better akalisources, historians may be drawn
more to study sport and its impact and importandgéanadian society.

To present these arguments, this thesis will beléd/into three chapters. The

first chapter will draw upon the literature fromdwnain areas: archival appraisal theory

% The Conference Board of Canada, “Sport Partigipanpact Analysis Household Survey,” December
2004, http://www.pch.gc.ca/progs/sc/pubs/socio-eco/in@esfm accessed 31 October 2006.

* Ibid., Chapter 2, “Overview of Canadian Participaf” http://www.pch.gc.ca/progs/sc/pubs/socio-
eco/2_e.cfm#laccessed 31 October 2006.

> |bid., Chapter 9, “Conclusionskittp://www.pch.gc.ca/progs/sc/pubs/socio-eco/9 ne.eccessed 31
October 2006.

® Ibid.




and sports history. The chapter will begin withimnoduction to the archival tools of
macroappraisal and documentation strategy to peoxitheoretical base in order to
develop a model to appraise sports records in Garfdeese strategies depend upon a
detailed analysis of the context of the recordatova. To achieve such an analysis, this
chapter will also review the main themes in theriture on Canadian sports from the
available Canadian historiography. This broad exation will focus on the structures
and activities of Canadian sport as these havevegtdlistorically in order to give the
contextual background against which contemporaoytspw functions.

The second chapter will provide an administratiigdny of curling in Manitoba
and will examine the functions, programs, actigitiand structures relating to curling in
the province. The chapter will begin with a brigstbry of curling in Canada and then
specifically in Manitoba. Based upon this histdhys thesis will then identify the high-
level functions of curling, and then examine thding-related records that are held in
archival repositories to highlight any gaps in teéeords that have been collected.

Chapter Three will offer a case study by examinimgstructures and functions of
three Manitoba curling clubs: the Assiniboine Merab€urling Club, the Deer Lodge
Curling Club, and the Springfield Curling Club. dgiinterviews with officials of each
club and an analysis of the on-site materialsyeigerds that are produced for the
principal functions outlined in Chapter Two will lkentified” These records will be
compared with those that have already been cotlentarchival repositories in order to

spot gaps in their collections, as well as to iderihose at risk by not being in archival

" This thesis has received Joint-Faculty Researstt€Board approval, Protocol Number J2007-068 to
conduct such interviews. Permission to use cumerliing club records and quote same in this thesis
received from the curling club officials that wenéerviewed.



programs. This chapter will then suggest an ar¢lappraisal strategy for curling in
Manitoba, and briefly touch upon a record-keepialicy for curling clubs.

The purpose of this thesis will be to explore #wxel of documentation about
sport archives within archival repositories andgasg strategies that not only stimulate
the archival collection of these records, but #h&r creation, and thus propose a model
for the appraisal of sports records. This modalispry focus will be to identify the
curling records that are created in Manitoba, aiduce a strategic plan for their
preservation in the appropriate repository, eithighin an archives, hall of fame, or
museum, or propose that archives should encounegeréator to generate and keep their
own archives and, accordingly, to implement recondsagement guidelines. In order to
ensure that records are developed within curlinpsthat can be captured and housed in
archival institutions in a viable manner, this iBegill also recommend new record-
keeping policies and practices that will need talbeeloped and implemented to fit
within the realities of a club setting.

An archival institution’s appraisal policy embodiée interpretation of its
jurisdictional and legislated mandate, and esthb$figthe kinds of records that should be
collected and preserved from which records creatora continuing or enduring baéis.
Currently, of the appraisal tools available to andts, only the documentation strategy
offers an effective strategy for dealing with goweent, private sectoand personal
records. The documentation strategy, however, wagded to complement archival
tools that appraise institutional records. Macraaggal was developed for the appraisal

of Canadian government records, and is not desitprdtie collection of personal

8 Terry Cook, “Appraisal Definitions and Goals foppraisal and Acquisition,University of Manitoba
Archival Sudies Programme, (N.p. October 2005).



records. Therefore, as a second objective, th@ghvall utilize and modify current
appraisal models in order to fit within the Canadiadition of total archives of
balancing institutional/sponsor records with préevahd personal ones, and suggest a
template not only for the collection of sports nets) but also for the collection of other
thematic archival targets in the private sector.

Before this, however, a brief introduction to tiped of curling is needed.
Curling is a winter sport played around the gladied the World Curling Federation, the
game’s international governing body, has forty-emmlember associations. The sport is
often referred to as the “Roarin’ Game,” with tlear coming from the sound of the
granite stones, or “rocks,” as they slide overitieeof the playing surface. The name
“curling” comes from the curved path of the stoseataravels down the ice. The playing
stones do not travel in a straight line, but rathem, or curl, either right or left depending
on the way players spin their rock as they throeirtehots.

The origins of the game are disputed, as the sarieord of curling is a painting
from 1565 by a Flemish painter, Pieter Bruegelap @épicted a winter scene of people
curling. However, the earliest curling playing sgsrwere found in Scotland and date
from the early 1500s. Regardless of its possibigestorigins, it was in Scotland that
the game was nurtured, established, turned inttiamal pastime, and exported across
the world® This early game was played outdoors on naturabigedid not have any
uniform rules or equipment. In 1838 the Royal Cafedn Curling Club was established

as the governing body for curling in Scotland analight standardization to the game.

® Warren HanserGurling: The History, the Players, the Game (Toronto: Key Porter Books, 1999), pp. 20-
21.



Scottish immigrants brought the game to Canadarenibhg@ained a foothold and became
the second most popular winter sport behind onbtkbg.

The contemporary game of curling is played by stidgranite curling stones on
playing surfaces of ice known as “sheets,” withphepose of getting to the centre of a
scoring target area, known as the “house,” whianssries of concentric circles, one at
each end of the ice sheet. The inner-most cirdtl@asvn as “the button,” and at its most
simplest, the object of curling is to get your ouglstones closest to the button, as a point
is awarded to a team for each of its own stonestéakin or touching the house that is
closer to the button than any stone of the oppsiti Opponents can remove any stone
in the scoring area by hitting them out with thewn stones, which is commonly called a
take-out. To counter this, teams employ a stravgggreby they will attempt to place a
stone in front of the one in the scoring area,quiing it so that the one behind it cannot
be hit out. This curling stone that protects the onthe scoring area is known as a
“guard,” as it guards the stone behind it. Variauss have evolved over the years which
prevent teams from hitting the first three or fguards, depending on the rules being
used, of each end in order to generate more scamnthus improve the viewing
experience of fans.

The equipment required to play the sport includerding broom and a “slider.”
Curling brooms have evolved from the earliest bredhat were much like the straw
brooms used to sweep floors, to more recent adgamsiag synthetic materials for the
broom head. The act of “sweeping” a stone asshat serves multiple purposes.

Sweeping cleans the path in front of the stonditoigate any debris that could alter the

OWorld Curling Federation, “A-Z of Curling Termiragy,” http://www.worldcurling.org/a-z-of-curling-
terminology accessed 13 August 2011.




path of a stone, and it also polishes the ice sarfereating friction on the ice, allowing
the stones to slide straighter and farther depgnoimthe desired outcome. A slider is a
slippery material placed on the sole of the slidshge that allows the player to glide
across the ice so they may shoot, or “deliver’rtenes. Players deliver their stones by
putting one foot in a “hack,” or foothold in theeicand pushing off and sliding across the
ice by means of their slider. Curling shoes areangulof a shoe with a slider and one
shoe with a “gripper,” usually made of a rubber enial that provides stability on the ice
while walking or shooting.

Teams are made up of four players each throwingctwiing stones, and
alternating shots with the opposing team. Once tegims have thrown their eight rocks,
the points are determined and the “end” is consleomplete and the teams then throw
their eight stones towards the house at the oppssle of the sheet. Ends are similar to
“innings” in baseball or “frames” in bowling, andcamplete match typically consists of
eight ends or ten ends, depending on the rulegheied. A tournament in curling is
referred to as a bonspiel.

There are four player-positions on a team. The\tlz lead, who throws the first
two stones; the second, who throws the third andficstones; the third, sometimes
known as the vice-skip, who throws the fifth amnxtisistones; and the skip, who throws
the final two stones. As one player throws a stome,others sweep it and the skip, or
third if the skip is throwing, holds their broomtime opposite house from the player
delivering the stone to provide a target for theatlr to aim for. The player holding the
broom shouts out commands to the two sweepersatidg the need to sweep the rock

to hold its course straight or to make it go fartloe to stop sweeping. Curling has



become an Olympic sport, fueling its growth arotimelworld, but no where is it played
in more numbers than in Canada. This thesis nomstur this sport, its history and

evolution, and the recorded documentation it ggeerg@r could).



Chapter 1

Appraisal Methodology and the Context of CanadiarSport

In the 1980s there was a shift in archival disce@s archivists abandoned
appraisal strategies that were based on documethigngtate or anticipating research
trends, for strategies that would better refleetlthoader society that the state serves and
reflects® Within the archival repositories, this fundamerstaift meant that archivists
turned the focus of the appraisal analysis away fewaluating the records to appraising
the records creators, and likewise from individeglords or small groupings of records
selected for their research value to selectingaesords of creators that best document
the broader functions and activities of societyisEhift became necessary as archivists
came face to face with the problem of the cruskislgme of modern information and
archivists’ realization that they could no longendtion in the ad hoc fashion that
prevailed under traditional archival practices. Airan archivist Gerald Ham articulated
this dissatisfaction with traditional archival teetpues when he said that these
approaches resulted in “a selection process [that so random, so fragmented, so
uncoordinated, and even so often accidental... [aedtloat] too often reflected narrow
research interests rather than the broad spectfimmean experiencé”

This chapter will examine the modern archival taaflsnacroappraisal and the

documentation strategy, and provide a model for titmse can be combined to document

! Terry Cook, “What is Past is Prologue: A HistofyAwchival Ideas since 1898 and the Future Paradigm
Shift,” Archivaria 43 (Spring 1997), pp. 29-30.

2 Gerald Ham. “The Archival Edge,” in Maygene F. s and Timothy Walch, edslodern Archives
reader, pp. 328-29, as quoted in Cook, “What is Past isdgre,” p. 29.



the function of sport in modern society. These @@dhools require that the context of
the records be researched and established, areddiesthe last half of this chapter will
offer an overview of the historical literature grost in Canada. This broad examination
will also highlight the structures and activitifsGanadian sport in order to give the
contextual background in which contemporary spovt functions.

In 1989-90 Canadian archivist and scholar TerrglQarote a study for the
International Council of Archives (ICA), which imtsluced a new archival concept that
Cook entitled “macroappraisal.” Through this staay the concept of macroappraisal,
Cook, then of the National Archives of Canada (NA@pposed a shift in the focus of
appraisal from the record to the societal contexthich the record was creatéd.

In 1990-91 “macroappraisal” was adopted by the ot Archives of Canada
and launched across the Canadian federal govern@eok summarizes macroappraisal
as a theory, strategy, and methodology for apdriiaa“assesses the societal value of
both the functional-structural context and inteatienship of citizens, groups,
organizations — ‘the public’ — with that functiorsttuctural context® The focus is on
the broader context of society and on assessingetatve value of functions, programs,
and activities, rather than records per se thattremd hence the prefix “macro.”

Macroappraisal was developed to deal with the largeunt of records that
modern society creates and addresses difficultidsanchiving electronic records,

specifically at the federal government level in &, by performing a functional

% Terry Cook, "Mind Over Matter: Towards a New Theof Archival Appraisal,” in Barbara Craig, ed.,
The Canadian Archival Imagination: Essaysin Honour of Hugh A. Taylor (Ottawa: Association of
Canadian Archivists, 1992), p. 46.

* Terry Cook, "Macroappraisal in Theory and Practi@dgins, Characteristics, and Implementation in
Canada, 1983-2000Archival Science 5 (2005) p. 101.

® For other examples of functional analysis refereden W. Samueld/arsity Letters: Documenting
Modern Colleges and Universities, (Metuchen, N.J. & London: Society of American Ardsts and The
Scarecrow Press, 1992), and the Dutch Pivot Prageabng others.
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analysis in order to determine where records afevake likely to occubpefore an
examination of the records themselves. The ardhiliss not appraise individual records
or even series of records, but examines insteacktweds’ virtual or functional
provenance in order to appraise all the recoradl imedia for all locations for a
particular function at one tinfeThe central appraisal question then becomes “what
should be documented” rather than “what shoulddp.K To accomplish this task,
Cook’s model has two distinct parts: criteria teigs priority to the records-creating
structures and functions in the institutions thaatisty creates; and variables to determine
the importance of the citizen’s interaction witlesle structures and functions and their
individual programs and activitiédt is important to note that macroappraisal isehni
by the societal perspective, but only as societhlas are reflected through institutions,
and specifically government institutions and orgations and the citizens who interact
with them.

Macroappraisal begins with a strategic functioriaketural analysis into the
organizational culture and institutional functiahglrecord-keeping systems,
information flows, recording media, and changethase across space and time.
Archival repositories are required to create ciat@n order to divide all the record-
creating agencies for which it is responsible jmiority categories® There are two
reasons to rank institutions through certain aaterto priorities. The first is that the

archivist can focus initially on those institutiom®st central, senior, complex, and

® Terry Cook, "Macro-appraisal and Functional Anay®ocumenting Governance Rather Than
Government,'Journal of the Society of Archivists 25 (Spring 2004), p. 6.

" Cook, "Mind Over Matter,” p. 47.

8 Ibid., p. 53.

° Cook, “Macro-appraisal and Functional Analysis,6p

19 Cook, "Mind Over Matter,” p. 52.
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powerful in implementing the main functions, mamsaior responsibilities of the
organization being considered. The second is tofsppational overlapping between
institutions and thus avoid the duplication of apgal and acquisitioh-

The second distinct part of macroappraisal is terd@ne the importance of the
citizen’s interaction with these structures. Thastpf the model reflects a convergence
of the function, the structure, and the citiZéMacroappraisal “assigns ‘value’ to the
functional-structural context and working cultunewhich the records are created and
used by their creators, and how citizens interattt that context and culture, and are
influenced by it.** The archivist must be especially aware of instamageen the citizen
consciously interacts with the structure and fuorcin order to challenge or protest these,
and thereby influences thethCook calls this process “citizen-state interactiamd is
often documented at the transaction or case-fileaal level. The citizen, by contrast,
who is fully accepting the program happily withquotest, will be documented already
in the policy, operational, and similar files. Maappraisal is referred to a top-down
approach because it first examines the macro-fongtiown through micro-transactions,
but it is also a bottom-up approach through its leasps on the citizen-state interactions.
Cook offers the hypothesis that by examining theseen-state interactions,
macroappraisal is well suited to other areas okbguwent outside the national level, as

well as for the records of business corporationgjarsities and schools, hospitals,

2 bid. p. 54.

2bid., p. 55.

13 Cook, “Documenting Governance Rather Than Goventrhp. 6.
14 Cook, "Mind Over Matter,” p. 57.
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labour unions, churches, or any other modern orgdion’® This thesis utilizes
macroappraisal in part, and adapts it to analyeduhctions of curling in Manitoba.

The emphasis on citizen-state interaction hasdetd criticism that
macroappraisal seeks to select content with tiheeaitas the theme rather than respecting
context'® Cook responds to this criticism by stating that gloal of macroappraisal is an
enriched and deeper documenting of the functiooalext of governanc€.One
weakness with macroappraisal, and which Cook fatknowledges, is that while it is
suitable for institutional records, it was not dgsd to work for appraising personal or
private records, except by analogy of analyzingftimetions and activities of individuals
within various social contexts, such as sport. Hioan, does the archivist document the
private individuals, organizations and local asatiens involved in curling, for example
— the personal papers, photographs, videos, diate®f individual athletes, coaches,
fans, officials? The identification of the key imdluals through macroappraisal is one
tool in so far as those private citizens interaet@ti or were part of institutions and
organizations, but a bigger part will be discovemsthg another archival tool, the
“documentation strategy,” to complement and suppl@anthe findings of macroappraisal.
Instead of a weakness, Cook sees macroappraisaraty “one set of concepts and
tools in the archivist's kit... *®

In the United States in 1984, at a session oStiha@ety of American Archivists
(SAA) annual meeting, the archival “documentatitrategy” was introduced by Helen

Samuels, Institute Archivist and Head of Specidl€ttions at the Massachusetts

15 Cook, “Macro-appraisal and Functional Analysis,6p
' See Angelika Menne-Haritz, “Appraisal or Documéiota Can we Appraise Archives by Selecting
Content?”American Archivist 57 (Summer 1994), pp. 528-43.
i; Cook, “Macroappraisal in Theory and Practice,3P.
Ibid.
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Institute of Technology, and Larry Hackman, Statehvist of New York, in response to
documentary problems faced by the archivist resptafor modern records. Since that
time, the definition of the “documentation stratébggs undergone various changes as
different archival theorists have wrestled withdtscepts.

In 1986 Samuels was first to publish a descniptibthis conceptual framework
in an article entitled “Who Controls the Pa$t%he attempted to deal with archivists’
role as “selectors” of the record in the face ofderm realities of evolving technology
and the growing volume of documentation in soci8gmuels argued that the analysis of
single records-creating institutions was insufintieo support the appraisal decisions that
archivists face because “individuals and institsido not exist independentl§*"and
the body of information that archivists contropart of a larger universe of records for
various integrated functions or activities withotety. It is the wider records universe
beyond that of each archival institution that dr&esnuels’ attention, and therefore, in
order for archivists to properly document moderaety, they must make an analysis of
the “total documentary record” which will enableith to determine the “significant
contribution made by each form of evidence” allogvfar “integrated appraisal
decisions.*

In order to meet this new challenge Samuels offétreddocumentation

strategy,” which she defined as a “plan formulatedssure the documentation of an

9 Richard Cox, "The Archival Documentation Strategyl its Implications for the Appraisal of
Architectural Records American Archivist 59 (Spring 1996), p. 145.
%|n 1987, the documentation strategy methodology fuether developed by Larry Hackman and Joan
Warnow-Blewett; see their article: "The DocumemtatStrategy Process: A Model and a Case Study,"
American Archivist 50 (Winter 1987). Others have written case studiescommentaries on Samuels
ideas, but these need not be discussed here.
Z Helen W. Samuels, “Who Controls the Pas#ykrican Archivist 49 (Spring 1986), p. 111.

Ibid., p. 112.
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ongoing issue, activity, or geographic area®>.The documentation strategy is “to be
carried out through the mutual efforts of manyitngibns and individuals influencing
both the creation of the records and the archifintion of a portion of thenf®

Richard J. Cox, then Associate Professor, ArchBtatlies, at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Information Sciences, wrot&ig11996 article “The Archival
Documentation Strategy and its Implications for Appraisal of Architectural Records,”
that there have been a number of articulationshatvea documentation strategy is, and
therefore a working definition of both the methadia@oncept can only be achieved by
breaking down the strategy into its four basic elatal components.

The first element is that the documentation strate@nanalytical tool. It
provides a methodology for considering the natcoeaplexities, challenges, and issues
of the aspect of the universe (topical, geographaraother) being documented. The
strategy is used to examine the records througtfidaanalysis by considering the
importance of the records, their inherent chargttes, and other aspects from the
perspective of archival and documentary objectivesulated through careful analysis
of the aspect of society being considered.

Essential to this first function is the second baement of the documentation
strategy, which is that it is anterdisciplinary process. The strategy’s analytical aspect is
dependent on the coordination and collaboratioeodrds creators, custodians such as
archivists, librarians, and museum curators andii@es of records. Cox notes that the

interdisciplinary process is “not just an intellgait pursuit but also an exercise in

2 |bid., p. 115.
24 |bid.
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administration, public relations, and politicS.This aspect was revolutionary because
traditionally appraisal was seen as the sole respibity of the archivist who, it was
assumed, made appraisal decisions based on agéeaoh such as a particular
institution’s mandate, or on traditional practiegth standard archival reference to
evidential, informational, and related values, yisbme combination of these. There may
have been some collaboration within an archivesdet various media-specialist
archivists, but not between separate archivaltutgins. Through a strategy of
collaboration, archivists are able to make a mofermed appraisal of the records that
more accurately reflect the society in which thearevcreated.

The third element of the strategy isrigsognition of inherent documentary
problems. Generally these problems are described as beeigtge volume of records,
increasing complexity of the nature of the docuragonh, and the diversity of
institutional records policies, interests, andtedamatters. It is almost impossible to
examine all the records created, or all the institig that create records, which is why
the documentation strategy focuses on analysigpkamhing.

The final element is that it requires #loemulation of a plan. The archivist must
develop a strategy of the documentary objectivésrbehe records are even looked at.
The plan also includes an assessment or evaluaititne quality and quantity of the
archival documentation already preserved. The dectation strategy represents a
holistic approach to archival appraisal. Througteegch, planning, and analysis,
archivists are able to make more informed appraisaisions and contribute to the larger

societal record?®

% Cox, "The Archival Documentation Strategy,” p. 146
% |bid., pp. 146-148.
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Cook critiqued the documentation strategy becausas based on the selection
of themes or subjects (the selection of which welstantly be in dispute), an approach
that he calls “unarchival,” because it ignoresghevenancial nature of the recordsthe
strategy, because of its thematic approach, als@sawvithin it “the threat of enormous
overlapping of themes/functions, and thus the veay possibility of duplication of
archivists’ work and record acquisitioff'Cook noted that the strategy would in fact be
most appropriate for the world of private manudsrgnd non-corporate records rather
than for government or institutional records, oeaomplement or supplement to the
latter?

Samuels recognized this fact as well. In 1992 slwteNVarsity Letters:
Documenting Modern Colleges and Universities, where she articulated that archivists
first must research and understand the functiodsaativities of their parent or
sponsoring institutions, and then use this knowgetdgengage in a multi-institutional
documentation strategy. Samuels study emphasiz¢dheih official and non-official
materials are required to achieve an adequate demtaion of an institutior’

Therefore, in order to document sport in a locabtych as curling in Manitoba, a
combination of the two archival tools of macroapgabhand documentation strategy must
be achieved! However, in the archival literature, there is teac articulation of how the

marriage of these two tools is to be achieved. Wresis will attempt to utilize the

z; Terry Cook, "Documentation Strategytchivaria 34 (Summer 1992), p. 187.

Ibid.
% bid.
% SamuelsVarsity Letters, p. 7
3L For a previous attempt to combine these archipptaisal tools see Charlotte Woodley, “Nature’s
Memory: An Appraisal Strategy for Ontario’s Provimd®ark Records - Algonguin Park as a Case Study,”
(MA thesis (Archival Studies): University of Maniia, 2006). Woodley combines the documentation
strategy, macroappraisal, and the “Minnesota methder thesis provides a detailed analysis of the
documentation strategy component of the combined to
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documentation strategy and macroappraisal in gpesdtelow in order to test the
effectiveness for documenting curling in Manitoblawever, due to the limited
resources for this thesis, it has not been posgildssemble the working group and full
institutional support that the documentation sgatieleally requires, and therefore this
model will be suggestive, rather than comprehensive

Documentation Strategy: ldentifying the total recods “landscape” for curling in
Manitoba.

1. Identify documentary goals and the process proptisadhieve them.
* Document curling in Manitoba.
2. ldentify the curling records that are already heldrchival repositories.
* For all records relating to curling in Manitoba.
3. ldentify the key organizations and private indiatkithat are likely to produce
the targeted records.
* ldentify both government and private institutiomsradividuals that hold
records relating to curling.

Macroappraisal: Applied to individual organizations identified in step 3.

4. Conduct research to decide generically the comgi@xid relative importance of
the functions, sub-functions, sub-sub functionsgpaims, and activities of curling
organizations in Canada.

* Provide a brief history of Sport in Canada, andwfing in both Canada
and Manitoba.

5. Conduct research to identify the organizationalctiral sites where the most
important functions of curling take place.

6. Conduct research to understand the nature anddoesion to illustrate the
impact of the curling related function or program@anadians and the public's
interaction with the function or program.

7. Form a macroappraisal hypothesis about the relatipertance of the function or
program, where the critical records are located,ahich and how many records
would provide sufficient archival documentatiorstter confirm the hypothesis
by reviewing select records created by the funatioprogram being assessed.

8. Analyze the value of other records outside theetd area where duplication is
suspected, or where information systems crossifumadtor structural boundaries.

9. ldentify additional records that may have legakimsic, or informational value.

10. Identify any factors (technical, cost, legal imprdnts, etc.) that may negatively
affect the choices being made, and subsequentigreadjusting the appraisal
decision or crafting terms and conditions for tfansr monitoring’

32 pdapted from Library and Archives Canada, “Appahiglethodology: Macro-Appraisal and Functional
Analysis Part B: Guidelines for Performing an AraliAppraisal on Government Records,” (17 October
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Documentation Strategy: Applied to personal recordsdentified through step 3 and
through the macroappraisal.

11.1dentify the personal records of important indivatkiinvolved in curling that
need to be collected.

12.Conduct negotiations with the individuals or thenilzes and estates to receive the
records and possibly arrange for their archivaLi&stion.

13. Select the records that have the greatest valudolmrmenting the life activities,
and ideas of the targeted persons, or that compieonesupplement the
organizational records already chosen, and dismareturn the rest.

14.1dentify any factors (technical, cost, legal imprdnts, etc.) that may negatively
affect the choices being made, and subsequentigreadjusting the appraisal
decision or crafting terms and conditions for tfanser monitoring.

15.Finalize transfer, do monetary appraisal for taedds or purchase, and acquire
records or suggest where they may be housed.

The above steps are drawn from the literatureingldd the documentation strategy
and macroappraisal. In order to determine the wtres and functions of curling and the
importance and value of the records that are ajrbattl within archival repositories, the
historical context of both Canadian sport, and nspeecifically curling in both Canada
and Manitoba, must be established. Identifyingrde®rds already held in archival
repositories or private collections will be analyze Chapter Two, once the historical

context has been established.

Historical Context of Canadian Sport

The societal focus of the appraisal model propdseithis thesis requires that
archivists become familiar with the history and teoa of the function in society that they
are documenting. In this case, the wider Canagarts history is relevant in order to

identify curling’s place within the cultural andaps landscape of Manitoba and Canada,

2001),http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/government/digimn/007007-1041-e.htmhccessed on 9
June 2007. Terry Cook was the author of this palicgument.
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and will be later used to gauge what should haea loellected as compared to what has
been collected.

The definition of sport is problematic becausdimslates great debate about
what is a “sport” versus “games,” or “play.” Areilclien playing tag considered to be
engaged in a game or a sport? Should bowling beidered a game or a sport? Many
definitions include the presence of competitiorslifted rules, and complex physical
skills as necessary conditions for an activity éacbnsidered a spottThese definitions
would exclude dancing or mountain climbing as spaithough some sports historians
would argue that participants in those activities athletes and therefore their activities
should be classified as spotfsTherefore, proposing a definition of sport thaalis
encompassing is outside the scope of this thesiparhaps may be impossible. This
thesis will instead examine the physical or athlempetitions of various eras to
understand what these meant to the societies dintiee and in particular what curling
meant to those participating in it. Therefore, dieéinition of “sport” that will be used by
this thesis will be a fluid concept, encompassictivdies which may be considered
“games” to some and “sports” to others.

Sport is an important part of human life. In 776BtDe first recorded Olympic
Games were held in ancient Greece. Today, spofé@sme a significant expression of
human culture. Newspapers feature full section®ehto sports and television stations
such as The Sports Network (TSN) offer twenty-fbaur coverage of sports. Some
specialty stations also offer reruns of classic gafnom just one sport, also twenty-four

hours each day.

33 Ann Hall, Trevor Slack, Garry Smith, and David \iglain, Sport in Canadian Society (Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart Inc, 1991), p. 13.
* Ibid.
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Despite its clear social importance, academictsghistory in Canada has been
far less developed than other historical themaid$ such as political, military, labour,
or gender history. An examination of tBanadian Historical Review (CHR) shows that
from 1988 to 2008 there were only two articleshis twenty-year period relating to
sports. In 2007, Andrew Holman, Professor of Higtmd Canadian Studies at
Bridgewater University, examined the issue of Canatiockey players in American
universities in an article entitled, “The Canadiwockey Player Problem: Cultural
Reckoning and National Identities in American Cgie Sport, 1947-80and in
1996 Robin John Anderson examined baseball inntieevwar period in his article, “On
the Edge of the Baseball Map with the 1908 Vanco®eavers.?® While there are
academic journals that are devoted to the studpoit such aSport in Society, andThe
Journal of Sports History, the paucity of sport-related articles in the CHRsilrates how
sport is marginalized in generalized historicabegsh and publication. That is not to say,
however, that good academic research relatingdd gpCanada does not exist.

In 1969 Australian-born Nancy and Maxwell Howelltbé University of Alberta
produced their work entitle§oorts and Games in Canadian Life: 1700 to the Present.
This work is a general survey in which the authotsnded to “stimulate detailed and
definitive studies of various periods and of speaports and games”The Howells

saw this work as the “first serious attempt” tkklthe role of sports and games in

% Andrew Holman, “The Canadian Hockey Player Probl€mitural Reckoning and National Identities in
American Collegiate Sport, 1947-8@anadian Historical Review, 88.3 (September 2007), pp. 440-468.
% Robin John Anderson, “On the Edge of the Baseé¥ap with the 1908 Vancouver Beaver§anadian
Historical Review, 77.4 (December 1996), pp. 538-574.

37 Maxwell and Nancy HowellSports and Games in Canadian Life: 1700 to the Present (Toronto:
Macmillan of Canada, 1969), p. 1.

21



Canadian life to the society of the tifffedowever, due to the fact that Canadian sports
history was in its infancy, their study had to hite|general in nature.

In 1989 Alan Metcalfe made an important contribatio Canadian sports history
through his bookCanada Learnsto Play: The Emergence of Organized Sport, 1807-

1914. Metcalfe lamented the fact that by 1986 sportinyshad mainly come from
physical education departments rather than theryistepartments, and as a result his
stated objective in writing was to outline a bridggween the work of sports historians
and social historian$.To this end, Metcalfe argued that sport was ndpperal, but
was in fact central and integral to Canadian Hport reflected the dominant social and
political concerns of the time and was an importastitution for the transmission of
cultural characteristics. It was also a phenomeéhahtranscended, and sometimes
reinforced, socio-economical, educational, ethait religious barriers.

The theme of sport mirroring Canadian society wes explored in S.F. Wise’s
classic “Sport and Class Values in Old Ontario @ueébec.Published in 1974AVise
produced one of the earliest examples of a so@#dty of sport and explored the
differing athletic traditions of various ethnic gms and classé$.In the late nineteenth
century, it was not only those of English backgmwio participated in sports in
Canada, but a wide range of people and culturesngalp the Canadian population had

their own distinct traditions of athletics, whictere closely related to their social

% bid.

39 Alan Metcalfe Canada Learnsto Play: The Emergence of Organized Sport, 1807-1914 (Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart Ltd., 1987), p. 10.

“0Ibid., p. 13.

“1 Morris Mott, ed.,Sportsin Canada: Historical Reading (Toronto: Copp Clark Pitman Ltd., 1989), p.1.
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position and the traditional outlook of the partamugroup?? For example, Wise noted
that for French Canadians, sports such as boxiamhtlifting, wrestling, and marathon
running, which featured feats of strength, tougbnéstitude, and endurance, all
popularly connected to the occupations of a rifestyle, were highly prizetf
Similarly, for Scottish Canadians, sporting tramhs grew out of the conditions of life in
which physical accomplishment and manliness weteraed value and helped increase
the popularity of sports such as track and fféld.

Despite the Howells’ generalized focus on Canadport and society at a
national level, it is apparent that they did indeg&thulate historians to examine sport as a
legitimate field of research. The themes they ohiiced have been explored within

Canadian sport literature, and an examination ofesof these themes follows.

Development of Organized Sport

Historians of Canadian sport identify the mid-neweith and early-twentieth
centuries as a period of transition from the phgisactivities, recreations, games, and
pastimes of early Canadians to the more complexcadiied rules of competitive
organized sport. This shift to a more organizedtspg culture corresponds with large
political and social changes occurring at the tmithin the larger Canadian society.

Forces such as urbanization, industrialization,targtnical advancement influenced how

23 F. Wise, “Sport and Class Values in Old Ontarid Quebec,” in Mott, edSportsin Canada, p. 109.
Originally published in W.H. Heick and Roger Grahasds. His Own Man: Essaysin Honour of Arthur
Reginald Marsden Lower (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1974).
43 [

Ibid.
“1pid., 113.
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Canadians spent their increasing leisure time a&huakld give rise to organized sport in
Canadd?

Metcalfe, for example, examined the developmermtrgénized sport within the
context of physical expansion of Canada, the sigftiistribution of population, the
growth of cities, and the emergence of industragditalism. He argued that sport
reflected the dominant social and political conseshthe timé'® Central to this
argument was Metcalfe’s exploration of the emergeartd cultural dominance of the
Anglophone urban middle class in both Montreal &acbnto and their role in the
emergence and spread of organized sport acrossi&aviatcalfe concluded that by
1914 “organized sport had spread to all corneGarfada, but its particular
characteristics varied across the country depengtintipe size of the communit{””

Echoing Metcalfe’s major arguments, Gerald Redmartstorian at the
University of Alberta, wrote that modern sport “wasn of the Industrial Revolution and
developed over the past two hundred ye&t&edmond argued that during the
nineteenth century, Canadian sport became “intematand urban, closely allied to

"9 At the centre of this

technology, a highly organized and complex socatd.
transformation was the Industrial Revolution whaaved the way for new technologies
and social classes that changed sports in Canada.

Some of these improvements to technology includsd modes of transportation,

which were central to the development of organsg@att in Canada. The transportation

5 Mary Keyes. “Sport and Technological Change,” inMorrow, Mary Keyes, Wayne Simpson, Frank
Costentino, and Ron Lappage, edsConcise History of Sport in Canada (Toronto: Oxford University
Press, 1989), p. 256.
“5 Metcalfe,Canada Learnsto Play, pp. 10-13.
“"Ibid., p. 219.
“8 Gerald Redmond, “Organized Sport in the Ninete@whtury,” in Morris Mott, ed.Sportsin Canada:
All-gl)istorical Readings (Toronto: Copp Clark Pitman Ltd., 1989), p. 82.

Ibid.
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of the early 1800s, such as walking, snowshoeingdmg on horseback or in a
stagecoach did not allow for inter-community riyadis the distances and cost of travel
prohibited such competition. By the mid 1800s iny@mments to steamers and the
building of canals allowed water transport to beedhe catalyst for inter-town sport.
Similarly, the building of railways and the subsequconnecting of communities
allowed for a further reduction in travel time, piaed for a regularity of competitions,
and for the promotion of multi-club and multi-spextents’® Without the technological
advancements in travel, industrial workers anduafit citizens would not have been so
quick to participate in sport as athletes and gppers, and such activities would have
remained local, amateur, and of lower quality, thtisacting less interest.

New advances in communications were another setdrtant technological
changes that contributed to the organization oftsg@rly in the 1800s the modes of
communication were word of mouth, letters, and rpapers which were linked to the
slow pace of transportation of the time. Howevegr1B50, with the advent of steam
presses and the telegraph, newspapers helped ifusterst in sport by reporting on
games and events from around the country veryIgtedter their conclusion. Interest
thus grew for events outside of the immediate comtias in which Canadians lived.
Previously, information about sporting results kalkcen weeks to receive and was often
inaccurate, but improved reporting for newspapatsthe introduction of the sports page
therein in 1855 resulted in a daily audience hurigrynformation about the latest

sporting events.

0 Morrow and WamsleySport in Canada, pp. 45-46.
*L Keyes, “Sport and Technological Change,” p. 258.
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Along with improvements in travel and communicasipather technological
advancements of the period also contributed taléwelopment of organized sport. The
sewing machine more readily provided standardizefbums and sports mitts; the
vulcanization of rubber allowed for improved spdy&dls; the typewriter and camera
allowed for enhanced reporting on sports; covecedinks improved the popularity of
skating and curling; electricity and lighting alled for sport to be played in the evening;
and the mass production of sporting equipment pexystandardization in equipment
and subsequently the possibility of enforced steshdporting rules.

A new concept of time also influenced the developinoé organized sport as a
shift occurred in Canadian society. In pre-inda$sbciety, time was measured by
agrarian factors of the rising and the settinghefdun, and by the tasks needing to be
accomplished during a particular season. The im@ligation of society created a shift
from this agrarian system of time to a conceptroétlinked to the work week and
measured in minutes and hours. Time also becandedivnto work and leisure, and de
facto allocated to all citizens of society the ftigee to participate in recreational pursuits
such as sports.

Set against these technological advancements iadaanas a population
increase and economic boom which led to increadeahization and an interest in all
forms of culture including spor¥ One of the first cities to experience populatioovgh
and urbanization was Montreal, which historianseh@rmed the “Cradle of Organized
Sport.” In 1807 twenty elite Scottish citizens obMreal met at Gillies Tavern and

formed the first organized sport club in North Amar the Montreal Curling Club. By

*2|deas in the previous three paragraphs are adicbas Morrow and Wamslegport in Canada, pp. 47-
260.
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the 1830s, the club had codified its rules andlegmuns, codes of conduct, and club
members’ moral and financial obligations and exgdthem to various towns in Ontario
where other Scottish immigrants adopted the gartteoAgh membership was exclusive,
the Montreal Curling Club represented a major Btgp in the formation of organized
sports in British North Americ®

By the 1870s and 1880s different segments of spwiete participating in sports
and clubs and there was a large growth of participan new sports such as golf,
bicycling, and lawn tennis, and the creation ofidasganizational structures, basic
patterns of land utilization and new developmentgublic attitudes toward recreation.
The number of sporting clubs in Montreal increaisetthe period of 1871 to 1891 from

42 to 145 clubs in 19 different sporfs.

Amateur lIdeals versus Professionalism

One of the most important themes that has beeramain Canadian sport
history is the tension between “amateurism” anafggsionalism.” In 1881 the
Montreal Amateur Athletic Association (MAAA) wasrfoed by the amalgamation of the
Montreal Lacrosse, Snowshoe, and Bicycle clubgdermto counter the professionalism
of paid players that placed an emphasis on winarampionships, which could have led
to dishonest practices such as fixed matches, gaglaind unfair conditions amongst
teams, athletes, and clubs. All three of theseodiskt practices were alleged against
Canada’s first individual rowing champion, Edwakée@) Hanlan. Rowing was one of

the most popular spectator sports in Canada dtinm¢ast half of the nineteenth century,

>3 Don Morrow, “Montreal: The Cradle of Organized 8pan Morrow, et al.,Concise History of Sport in
Canada, pp. 3-4.

> Alan Metcalfe, “The Evolution of Organized PhysiBacreation in Montreal, 1840-1895,” in Mott, ed.,
Soortsin Canada, pp. 134-135.
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in part because gambling and lucrative prizes@tththe masses. One of Canada’s first
“sporting heroes,” Hanlan captured the popularftthe masses. He was born of a lower-
class family, which did not endear him to the sbelge, and gained his early rowing
practice by fishing and smuggling rum to his fathé@otel on Lake Ontario. Backed by
wealthy financers, Hanlan was able to focus omimngi and rowing, became rowing
champion of the world in 1880 and defended hie 8tk times before losing it in 1884.
His popularity amongst the masses shows how thetgaaf the time projected its values
of competition and winning upon a sporting champesnew phenomenon which was
linked to the professional athlete.

As discussed above, Alan Metcalfe linked the emergeand cultural dominance
of the Anglophone urban middle class in both Maadteand Toronto to their role in the
emergence and spread of organized sport acrossl&aviatcalfe also linked them to the
spread of the amateur ideal. He concluded thatdwogy of amateurism which was
promoted by the Anglophone middle class providedrase of unity and cohesion to that
group through their work ethic, hard work, and faay>® The amateur movement was in
fact the attempt of the Anglophone middle classxercise their hegemony over
Canadian society.

As sport developed and expanded throughout Canadiaty, various governing
bodies attempted to apply rules and controls toreni@irness and to ensure that British
ideals of “amateurism” and fair play were practicAd more social classes began to

participate in sport, early amateur codes begaedict participants on the basis of class

%5 |deas in the previous paragraph are all based @mdw and Wamsley§port in Canada, pp. 65, 128-
134,
*® Metcalfe,Canada Learnsto Play, pp. 219-220.
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and race€’ The early definitions of “amateur” had roots ine@t Britain, where there was
an attempt to exclude the lower classes from ppdiing in sport. These definitions
typically focused on what an amateur was not, rathen what an amateur was. In the
late 1870s, the British Henley Rowing Club defimedamateur as one who was “by
trade or employment a mechanic, artisan, or lalséafeSimilarly, in 1873 the Montreal
Pedestrian Club’s amateur definition excluded thaise were a “laborer or an Indian’”
In 1884 the Montreal Amateur Athletic Associatiaganized the Amateur
Athletic Association of Canada (AAAC), as the figetverning body of the amateur ideal.
The AAAC's early definition of an amateur also fsed on what was a non-amateur:
An amateur is one who never competed for a monieg pr staked bet, or with
or against any professional for any prize, or whe hever taught, pursued or
assisted in the practice of athletic exercisesragans of obtaining of livelihood.
This rule does not interfere with the right of ariyb to refuse entry to its own
sports°
This definition was not designed to promote spaut,instead provided for the
right of exclusion for clubs. In 1898 the AAAC foeth an alliance with the Amateur
Athletic Union of the United States, and becameGhaadian Amateur Athletic Union
(CAAU). The new CAAU became focused not only onguowng amateur sport, but also
on investigating charges of professionalism andisifiag it when it appeared in the
amateur ranks. However, the trend towards comnmietian sports and the recreations

of the working class, including prizefighting anackfighting, and the swearing,

gambling, and drinking that went along with thesespits, contrasted from the perceived

>" Bruce Kidd,The Struggle for Canadian Sport (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1996), . 2

8 Morrow and WamsleySport in Canada, p. 71.

%% From the constitution and by-laws of the Montreatlestrian Club, 1873: “An amateur is one who has
never competed in any open competition or for mulsloney, or for admission money, or with
professionals for a prize, public money or admissiwney, nor has ever, at any period of his litegtd or
assisted in the pursuit of Athletic exercises aseans of livelihood or is a labourer or an Indian.”

0 Don Morrow, “Amateur Conflict,” in Mott, edSportsin Canada, p. 204.
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moral purity of the ideology of amateur sports. Thenmercial elements continued to
infiltrate amateur sports in the early 1900s, asdthletes became heroes to the masses,
they were offered jobs and bonuses to join locaitenr team8&’ In 1909 the Amateur
Athletic Union of Canada (AAUC) was formed, whiclasvcomprised of both the CAAU
and MAAA. The AAUC defended amateur ideals untdigbanded in the 1970s and
turned control of amateur sport over to the Goveminof Canada.

With the AAUC in control of amateur sport, the grs$ional side of sport
continued to grow and develop, with the main défere being the factor of “money.” It
served as the mechanism for differentiating betvaseateurs and professionals and was
the end product of the professional’s labour. Fdrepreneurs it was the motivating
factor for building facilities and promoting athtetompetition and was the criterion of
success or failure for organized sport, and forsth@al elite it served as a vehicle to
maintain their exclusivity’> The 1870s and 1880s saw an increase in the nurhber o
professional sports teams, the variety of spodgau, and in the number of spectators at
games. However, as urban centres grew, pressispame increased, as did land prices,
and thus it became more expensive to maintain giofor sport and new sports
organizations found it difficult to remain finantijaviable. Money and the need for
financial viability ultimately moved sport towardemmercialization as amateur clubs
and sports were forced to generate income for thestence. Sport could be utilized as a

marketable commodity and the facilities used farspg participation could be used for

®1 |deas in the previous paragraph are all based @amdw and Wamsley§port in Canada, pp. 67- 76.
%2 Metcalfe,Canada Learnsto Play, p. 133.
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financial potential through gate receipts. Theiestlevidence of a specialized sporting
facility was found in Montreal, as a curling sheds/built in 18383

The earliest facilities were built by the sociateefor themselves, but as costs
grew, the facilities were opened up to a widemtbée. An example of this is the Victoria
Skating Rink in Montreal, which was opened in 18y2he social and business elite, but
by the 1870s, due to financial pressures, had ém ép amateur groups in the winter, and
for summer activities. The opening of commerciailfles dedicated solely to sport
indicates the spread of sport through a wide sdaak, based on large number of
participants and spectators. By the beginning eftétentieth century, ice rinks and race
tracks could be found across Canada in both rmcuaban centres, and although they
varied in quality, they all had accommodationsdpectators. Communities, investors,
and individual entrepreneurs invested in ice riakd the one common requirement was
that rinks be financially viable.

The professional athlete in Canada developed inthddahand Toronto in the
1870s. Individuals and groups saw the financiaéptél to be gained by touring around
the larger urban areas and their picnics, faird,@aledonia games and challenged local
competitors to matches, and the professionals wealld money through wagers. By the
late 1870s and early 1880s professionals startemitan a group and would compete
against each other, but in order to maintain fimgngability, a circuit of cities with
facilities and entrepreneurs offering prize monag to exist, and these conditions only
existed in Canada at Toronto and Montreal. As alti@s order to supplement their
income, these professionals toured the easterretl&itates, and thus established an

identity in, and dependence on, the American mavideich was to characterize much of

% Ibid., p. 134.

31



Canadian professional spd?rofessional team sports and their institutionéitbzain
Canadian culture represented the ultimate victbprafessionalism. Entrepreneurs who
recognized the money-making potential of markeéind selling sport to the masses and
the athletes who wanted to be paid for their talgmhed forces to provide a commodity
to make a profit. Professional teams, in all spaveye based on the same principle of
financial viability.®*

To illustrate the circumstances under which proéesd sports became
institutionalized in Canada, sports historians hatlezed lacrosse, baseball, and hockey.
Europeans adopted a form of the traditional laeassne played by Aboriginal
populations of North America and in 1856 the Moaltieacrosse Club (MLC) was
formed by prominent Montrealers and the first rilese published in 1860.In 1867
members of the MLC and lacrosse clubs from Ontanid Quebec held a convention in
Kingston and established Canada’s first sport goagrbody, the National Lacrosse
Association (NLA)®® This was an important step in the establishmeta@bsse as a
national sport, and its creation stimulated thenfmtron of many new lacrosse clubs. The
key factor in lacrosse’s growth was that it was saned in the two most populated urban
centres of the time, Montreal and Toronto.

By the 1870s the battle of professionals versugeumsiin the sport of lacrosse
had become a dominate issue. Faced with growintg to®perate games, clubs began to
charge gate admissions and became heavily depeowléhis revenue. Furthermore,

skilled players were offered cash bonuses or jeh®eruitment tactics to attract non-

®|deas in the previous two paragraphs are all basddetcalfe Canada Learnsto Play, pp. 133-163.
% Morrow and WamsleySport in Canada, p. 91.
% Metcalfe,Canada Learnsto Play, p. 182.
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local talent and gambling on matches was entrenchete sport by the 1870s, all in
direct conflict with the virtues of amateurism tlia¢ NLA used to govern the sport.

In 1880, in an attempt to counter the perceivedgssionalism in sport, the NLA
decided to change its name to the National Amdtaarosse Association (NALA).
However, this name change could not solve the grgwommercialism in the sport.
Despite the battle between professional and amatatus within the sport, lacrosse
continued to grow in popularity as a spectator sptw fast pace and rough and violent
nature drew crowds in ever increasing numbers asnthe game evolved, players became
more experienced and their skill level increased, o helped to advance the sport.
Lacrosse was also sold to the masses as “Canaalas’@nd as a symbol of Canada to
the rest of the world. In 1876 and again in 188@ua of exhibition matches in Great
Britain was organized to promote both the sportthediation of Canada. In both cases,
a team of Aboriginals played against a team of Gama“‘gentlemen” and matches were
full of aboriginal imagery to attract spectatorantphlets, immigration flyers, and
lectures on Canada and its resources were usednmie the country to Great Britain by
using lacrosse as its delivery system.

By the mid 1880s lacrosse was one of the most popehm sports in Canada,
and it had developed a structure by which a plagydtem determined the championship
of Canadian lacrosse versus a challenge systengdrne grew in Ontario and Quebec,
and continued to expand across Canada but didnjmt the same popularity in all
regions. In the Maritimes, teams were establishgdvere not as popular as cricket,
baseball, and rugby. In contrast, the rivalry betmw®uebec and Ontario teams was very

intense and in 1887 disputes over control of the. N&aused a group from Toronto to
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break away and form the Canadian Lacrosse AssogifiiLA). Lines were drawn and
power within Canadian lacrosse was divided aroumeiito and the CLA, and Montreal
and the NALA. By the 1890s lacrosse had spreadestern Canada, enjoying particular
popularity in Manitoba and British Columbia. The £aBnd NALA became regional
sport bodies as the British Columbia Amateur Laseo&ssociation governed on the west
coast and the Western Canadian Lacrosse Assocgii@rned on the Prairies. In 1901
lacrosse became a truly national sport when thee@®av General, the Earl of Minto,
donated a cup that was to be known as the “Mintp”@ar challenge competition among
the champions across Can&dahe Minto Cup became the symbol for national
supremacy, and British Columbian teams held the f@up 1908 until 1914 when play
for it was suspended with the First World War.

Lacrosse was the most popular sport in Canada8t,18ut by 1914 had fallen
out of prominence. The sport’s focus on the baitjainst professionalism caused those in
power to miss the major problems plaguing lacrossdyding the failure to develop a
viable grass-roots system at the school level, wbtber sports such as baseball and
hockey had created. The ruling associations fadegtcept that in an increasingly
capitalist society, victory and money were prized\a all, and that sport itself was no
longer a diversion to the Canadian population,itoaras fast becoming central to their
lives and reflected dominant Canadian cultural esifi Lacrosse fell into decline and
became an isolated sport played in southern Onfaaits of Quebec, and British

Columbia.

" The above section on lacrosse is based on MornoiamsleySport in Canada, pp. 93-103.
% Metcalfe,Canada Learnsto Play, p. 218.
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Unlike lacrosse, baseball in Canada first develapesduthwestern Ontario and
had a more working-class association. Baseballepsalyad no problems accepting
payment for their services and monetary prizestaadollection of gate receipts was a
staple of the game. By the 1870s Canadian baseloakd toward fully professional
teams and a closer association with the United®Stdthe game spread across Canada
and was played in almost every small communitylange urban centre. The best
players were Americans that had been brought piatpin Canada and were an endemic
part of the sport® By the late 1800s only the large urban centreEBoobnto, Montreal,
Winnipeg, and Victoria had large enough populatitanisost truly professional baseball
clubs capable of sustaining the teams financiéllgugh winning and losing seasons.
These teams played in various leagues based ldrtited States but often faced financial
difficulty. By 1897 teams in Toronto and Montréwd joined the American based
Eastern League, which was absorbed into the Intierred League, and entrenched
professional baseball in these two cities.

Baseball became Canada’s most popular sport frddd i®1920. Semi-
professional leagues proliferated across the cpamd baseball flourished at the
grassroots levels. As baseball increased in papylarore and more players and
spectators were drawn away from the other sumneet splacrosse and was one of the
major reasons for that sport’s decline in Canadhe. dress played a large role in
baseball’'s popularity as increased coverage o$ploet brought it to many households.

The media reported on American baseball leaguesuab as Canadian leagues. During

%9 Morrow and WamsleySport in Canada, p. 113.
0 Ibid., p. 116.
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the First World War, women'’s softball became popalad was subsequently covered
heavily by the media.

The two senior professional teams in Toronto anchiké@l garnered the most
interest with Canadians. The Montreal team was knasvthe Montreal Royals and
played from 1897 until 1917, and then was revived928 and played until 1961. The
Royals became a farm team for the Brooklyn Dodgei®44, and are most famous for
their signing of Jackie Robinson, who would becdheefirst black player in Major
League Baseball (MLB). Robinson helped the Royatsarxchampionship in 1946, and
he was subsequently regarded as a hero in Morirealloronto, the minor league
baseball franchise known as the Maple Leafs dreye leuowds and media attention and
the games were surrounded with much excitementaaridre. Games continued through
the Second World War despite most of the youngguiagerving in the forces. After the
war period, the Leafs continued to enjoy great pemity through the 1950s, but by the
1960s they had trouble drawing fans and they foldek®67. In 1969 a MLB team was
awarded to Montreal with the creation of the Moakiexpos. The Expos played in the
league until they were moved to Washington in 20@sonto was awarded a MLB team
in 1977 and the Toronto Blue Jays continue to piae present’

Unlike baseball, but following a similar patternlasrosse, Canadian hockey
fought professionalism throughout its developménthe mid 1890s, ice hockey
experienced a large expansion in the number ofcgaahts playing the sport. In the early
1900s, organizations like the Ontario Hockey Asatoan fought to protect hockey

against the advances of professionalism, whichitessin amateur teams that were equal

Ibid., p. 122.
2 The above section on baseball is based on MormaWeamsleySport in Canada, pp. 119-125.
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in skill to professional teams and spectators floegevere drawn to both types of games.
In 1908, the Montreal Wanderers won the last amn&éanley Cup, and afterwards
declared themselves “professional,” ushering iea& Bra of hockey® During the 1909-
10 season, the Eastern Canadian Hockey Assocjatimed with the National Hockey
Association (NHA) under the latter's name. The ramsociation established player
contracts and introduced new rules such as divitiaggame into three perioffsThe
NHA had a professional team in Montreal, and in2,9%o teams from Toronto joined
when an arena with artificial ice was opened in tig. Artificial ice allowed for the
stability of the sport, as the weather in Toronts\wa little more mild than the weather in
Montreal. Professional teams could not operate thighuncertainty of lost profits due to
warm weather.

A rival league, the Pacific Coast Hockey AssociaiPCHL) began operation in
1911 in Victoria and Vancouver, and signed awayyadrthe NHA stars with large
salaries. In 1915, it was decided that the changpicom the PCHL and the NHA would
play off for the Stanley Cup, and the rivalry beéneghe two leagues as they contested
the cup brought hockey into national focus and éeljp cement its popularity in the
nation’®

In 1917 the NHA reorganized and became the Natidioakey League (NHL),
but far from being a “national” league, it instdadused on its operations in eastern
Canada, and expansion into the US. By the earlp4 ¥2re were three professional
leagues operating in Canada and competing fortdrdey Cup, as the PCHL and the

NHL had been joined by the Western Canadian Hotleague (WCHL) on the prairies.

3 Metcalfe,Canada Learnsto Play, p. 169.
" Morrow, et al. Concise History of Sport in Canada, p. 189.
75 H

Ibid.
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Hockey in Canada was changed in 1925 when the P@Glded and the NHL finally
expanded into the US market with the admissiomefBoston Bruins and New York
Rangers. Over the next couple of years the NHL eaed into Pittsburgh, Chicago, and
Detroit, and the league was strengthened when tGeiMfolded in 1927.

The 1930s saw the growth of the NHL in popularitg &an support and players
signed longer term contracts and many teams weledaand contracted. The NHL
varied between seven and ten teams and two digisian by 1940 had reduced itself to
six teams - Toronto, Boston, Montreal, Chicago,réigtand New York- which would be
the structure until 1967 This stable structure allowed hockey to becomg saccessful
and the success of the Canadian teams in Torodt®dantreal cemented the game as a
vital component of any sense of Canadian identitier 1967 the NHL experienced
rapid growth and expanded from six to twelve teahetevision and media coverage
brought hockey to many Canadians and helped teaserthe popularity of the game in
unprecedented numbers, although the expansiorsamiythe addition in 1970 of one
new professional Canadian franchise, the VancoGasaucks. In 1972 a rival league, the
World Hockey Association (WHA) was established vathumber of Canadian-based
teams. The WHA franchises signed away NHL statargge amounts of money and the
new league was seen as a serious threat to thermtite established NHL. When the
WHA folded in 1979 the NHL absorbed four teams|udag three Canadian teams in
Quebec City, Winnipeg, and Edmonton and relocateexasting franchise to Calgary.

With the rapid expansion and proliferation of n@arhs, the talent level could not
keep up with the need for more players. Hockey ok more violent turn as teams

could not find enough skilled players and turnegleyers who could play a more

® Ibid., pp. 194-195.
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physical style. However, Canada’s participatiothie 1972 Summit series against the
USSR, showed Canadians that the skilled game dRtissians was a more desirable
style of hockey and the NHL began to change it8dscln the ensuing decade, teams
looked to international players to fill the void fimore skilled players. Hockey continues
to grow and develop and the NHL remains a stromggiahe Canadian culture. Events
such as the 1972 Canada-Russia Summit seriesc¢tiag@anadians a sense of national
pride and identity. For many Canadians, hockeg&nhsas integral to being Canadian; it
was also a testament to the success of the busihéss NHL.

The examples of baseball, lacrosse, and hockeyde@vlook into the early
development of Canada’s sporting landscape andieeational identity. These
patterns were played out in other sports in Canswla) as in basketball and football, but
such a detailed analysis of all sport in Canadautside the scope of this thesis. The
above examples provide a look into the patternisdiganized sport has taken within
Canadian society. These patterns can then be asepare and understand the
historical context of a particular sport such adicg as it developed in Canadian society.
For the purposes of this thesis, when examiningoat such as curling in a specific
locality, and deciding which records are archiitak necessary to know the wider
sporting context of the time that these recordsteellt is for this reason that an

examination of other sports must be undertaken.

Sport and Canadian Identity

Sport and the Canadian identity have been playetank at least to Canada’s
first involvement in the modern Olympic Games i©@9These Games were held in

Greece and were linked to the ancient sportingeststheld there, and were to be strictly
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open to only amateur sportsmen, which in effecy oplened them to the elite and
middle-class sports men of the tifffdndeed, the question of athletes and their amateur
status dominated the early games as in all sgoaisada has competed in all Olympic
Games since 1900, except in 1980 when with othest®Vie nations, it boycotted the
games in Moscow for international political reasdbanada has hosted the Olympic
Games three times with the 1976 Summer Olympiddantreal, the 1988 Winter
Olympics in Calgary, and the 2010 Winter Olympicd/ancouver. Canada failed to win
a gold medal at the 1976 and 1988 Games, andpomes launched a development
program in 2005 for the 2010 Olympics called “Owe Podium” with the stated goal to
win the most medals in Vancouv&rAt the Games, Canada did not win the most medals
in total, but won the most gold medals of any copparticipating. The Vancouver
Olympic Games were seen as a great success agdlthemedal game in men’s ice
hockey attracted an average television viewershid million.”®

While the Olympic movement has been growing in Gangere have been many
other multi-sport events held in Canada. In 193&0fifst-ever British Empire Games
were held in Hamilton, Ontario. The British Emp&ames were renamed the
Commonwealth Games, and were held in Canada thoee ttmes with the second being
in Vancouver in 1954, followed by Edmonton in 19&8d Victoria in 1994. Canada has
participated in all the Pan-American Games exoaptife first edition, and hosted them

in 1967 and 1999, both times in Winnipeg, and hast them again in Toronto in 2015.

" Morrow and WalmsleySport in Canada, p. 221.

8 See the Own the Podium websitetdtp://www.ownthepodium2010.com/Abougiccessed on 2 August
2010.

"9 “Olympic hockey showdown pulls in gold medal ra;’ Canadian Press, 2 March 2010,
http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNei@9100302/ent_hockey ratings_100302/20100302
accessed 2 August 2010.
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The Canadian government became actively involvaterpromotion of sport
when theNational Fitness Act was proclaimed on 1 October 1943 and establided t
Physical Fitness Division within the Welfare Braraflthe Department of Health and
Welfare, with the mandate to promote fitness angbgglal education throughout the
country® The act was repealed after several disputes ttlptovinces but in 196An
Act to Promote Fitness and Amateur Sport was passed he new act illustrated the federal
government’s desire to be involved in sport andtestiithe significant patterns of the
administration of sport away from private-sectolunteers operating within various
local, regional, and national sports organizatitns.

There were several reasons for the Canadian goestrsrincreased
involvement. One reason was that after the Secoodd/War, there were demands to
improve labour and welfare legislation and spatslers called for similar assistance for
sport as poorer working-class or unemployed fasiitieuld not afford hockey
equipment, nor annual or tournament fees. Perhaps importantly, sport began to be
associated with the nation’s health and overall-veing, and therefore part of the
modern welfare state. Another reason for the inmolent of the Canadian state in sport
was that Canadian international sporting successweiy poor in the 1950s, and John
Diefenbaker, the Canadian Prime Minister electetdfi7, was a strong nationalist who
believed that national pride and Canadian unityiccbe fostered by success in
athletics®* The Canadian government underscored this sparttignalism by

introducing such initiatives as the Canada Ganmesfitst of which was held in Quebec

8 canada, National Archives of Canada, , “Archivapfaisal Report on the Records of Sport Canada,”
researched and written by Tim Cook, Ottawa, ca0200

8L Colin D. Howell,Blood, Sweat, and Cheers (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001), .13

82 Halll, et al.,Sport in Canadian Society, p. 73.
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City in 1967, with the motto “Unity Through Spof'The Canada Games were aimed at
developing sport in Canada and to this day onlytaura are allowed to compete. They
are held every two years and alternate between snrand winter games. These events
can also be used to undermine the Canadian idemtityo76, for example, after Gaétan
Boucher, a speed skater from the province of Quebec two gold medals, Quebec
Premier René Lévesque, who was pushing for natatassfor his province, was quoted
as saying “Quebec 2, Canada®.”

The government agency that was responsible forradtaring theFitness and
Amateur Sport Act was the Fitness and Amateur Sport Directorate withe Department
of Health and Welfare. The Directorate gained dly&®@ranch status in 1976 under the
Minister of State, Fitness and Amateur Sport. I82Léhe branch was abolished and its
functions were divided between the Department afltHeand (primarily) the Department
of Canadian Heritage. Sport Canada is now the jp@hfocus of the national
government’s involvement in sport in Canada. Thegpam is located in Canadian
Heritage in its larger Citizenship and Canadiamtdy Program. Sport Canada has three
main functions: to act as the prime office for $paelated funding; to strengthen the
unique contribution that sport makes to Canadiamesy identity, and culture; and to act
as the federal government’s prime agency in se@iagadian sport policy. Sport
Canada works with many partners, including proatitrritorial governments; national
sport organizations, such as the Canadian Curlsgpg@iation; multi-sport service

organizations, such as the Canadian Interunive8ptyrt; and Canadian Sport Centres,

8 Howell, Blood, Sweat, and Cheers, p. 137.

8 Hall, et al.,Sport in Canadian Society, p.83.

8 canada, National Archives of Canada, “Archival Agigal Report on the Records of Sport Canada,”
researched and written by Tim Cook, Ottawa, ca02003.
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which provide services and programs to enhancedéh@ng environment for athletes
and coache®

In 2000 representatives from fourteen governmeigdictions, the Canadian
sport community, and numerous other organizatiowsagencies that influence and
benefit from sport in Canada initiated a projegbtoduce the€anadian Sport Policy.
The policy was initiated to develop a new approacshared leadership and
collaboration amongst all stakeholders to achibeegpbals of enhanced participation,
excellence, capacity, and interaction in sportaits was to open sport to every segment
of Canadian society. The policy was completed oM2% 2002, and seeks to involve all
those who do not currently consider themselvestegb@ither the sport community or
the sport system, but have the potential and tbad® contribute. The vision of the
Canadian Sport Policy is:

to have, by 2012 a dynamic and leading-edge speitanment that enables all

Canadians to experience and enjoy involvementant$p the extent of their

abilities and interests and, for increasing numpterperform consistently and

successfully at the highest competitive leVéls.

Sport has been used in politics for various reasi@yond boycotts of Olympic
Games, and is now utilized for the promotion ofaral unity. When Canada won the
right to host the 2010 Olympic games in Vancoul, Corporation president John

Furlong stated that “[w]e are thankful becausehiidepushed us to visualize a better

future for our city and for our country. It is suatprivilege to stand up before you and

8 Canada. Sport Canaddtp://www.pch.gc.ca/eng/1268160670172/1266203097&dcessed 31 May
2010.

87 CanadaCanadian Sport Policy, (2001). Found atttp://www.pch.gc.ca/pgm/sc/pol/pcs-
csp/2003/polsport-eng.pdiccessed 18 June 2010.
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the world representing Vancouver and Cana@Hhe Vancouver Olympics can be seen
as being used for the promotion of the nation withsingle unified modern projett.
Another theme that has been examined in Canadtsdustoriography is the
participation of women in sport. In Victorian time®men faced many hurdles in order
to realize full participation in sport. Sport waswed as a masculine activity and women
who participated in it were considered unfeminind aften labeled “Amazon athlete¥.”
Victorian attitudes required women to wear longtskicrinoline, tight corsets, hats and
gloves when in public places that obviously reggdanovement, and thus supported the
Victorian idea that sports were not proper acesitior womer* The medical experts of
the late 1800s also played an important role ingmméng women from fully participating
in sport. The predominating medical opinions oftihee saw women as having smaller
brains and lighter bones, and held to the Victobahef that women were the morally
superior but physically inferior gender. Thus tgage in sport might jeopardize their
God-given capacity to bear children, and so defmmdmon sense and divine decree.
Therefore, it was felt that “both women’s uniquatmmy and their special moral
obligations disqualified them from vigorous physiaetivity.”*? In the early 1900s
sporting opportunities for the privileged and umsiy women began to expand; the
University of Toronto and McGill both started dipla courses in physical education for
women by 1908 However, the development of these early physidatation programs

“consistently cited ‘manliness’ as an importantamme of physical education, but

8 Morrow and WamsleySport in Canada, p. 216.
89 [
Ibid.
% Morrow, et al. A Concise History of Sport, p. 230.
91 |
Ibid.
%2 Helen LenskyjOut of Bounds: Women Sport, and Sexuality (Toronto: Canadian Scholars' Press and
Women's Press, 1986), p. 18.
% Helen Lenskyj, “Femininity First: Sport and Phyai€ducation for Ontario Girls, 1890-1930,” in Mott
ed.,Sportsin Canada, p.188.
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corresponding references to its value for girlgretter training were conspicuously
absent.®

By the 1920s women began to enjoy more opporasiti sport. For example,
Canada sent six women to compete in track and &iefde 1928 Olympics. However,
they still faced many challenges to participateport on equal footing with men. In
many cases, the notion of female physical limitagigersus male physicality resulted in
special rules for girls’ sports. Newly trained wameghysical educators believed in the
philosophy that women should participate in “spdéotssports sake” versus trying to
actively win a competition, a philosophy which psted within Canadian sport until the
1960s?

Despite making large gains within Canadian soci@tynen continue to struggle
for equality within sports. Sociologist Helen Leggkotes that there are “underlying
assumptions regarding women'’s physical inferiorttydt continue to exisf One recent
example is that of two Manitoban high school gwso sued the Manitoba High Schools
Athletic Association in 2004 after they were deniiled right to try-out for the boy’s high
school hockey team. The Manitoba Human Rights Casion ruled in their favour and
allowed them to try-out, highlighting some of thartiers that women still fack.

As sport has broadened in participation from mewamen, it also has broadened
from able-bodied athletes to those who are physicalintellectually disabled. The best

example of this is the paralympic sports movemehtch first began in London in 1948

% Ibid., p. 191.

% Hall, et al.,Sport in Canadian Society, p. 72.

% Lenskyj,Out of Bounds, p. 144.

" See CBC online article “Sister 'not disappointeith failing to make boys' hockey team,”
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/story/2006/09/26/winniggds-hockey.html accessed 12 September 2009. For
the full Human Rights decision sk#p://www.gov.mb.ca/hrc/english/publications/pastk decision.pdf
accessed 12 September 2009.
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when a sporting event called the International Vithegr Games was held on the first
day of the Olympic Games for injured British SecaMdrld War veterans. In 1960 the
first Paralympic Games were held in Rome but watg open to those in wheelchairs,
but in 1976 the Games were opened up to athletdsother disabilities. In 1989 the
International Paralympic Committee (IPC) was forn@dovern the paralympic
movement and in 1992, the Paralympic Games schedidenodified so that it coincided
with the Olympic Games. Today the Paralympic Sum@emes are second only to the
Olympic Summer Games as the largest sporting emethe world®®

Canada first participated in the Paralympics in8LB6Israel, and has participated
in each of the Games sinteDisabled Canadian athletes have had role modélgan
famous Canadians, Terry Fox and Rick Hansen. 1® Fafx began his “Marathon of
Hope.” He had lost his leg to cancer in 1977, budrder to raise money for cancer
research, Fox attempted to run across Canadain§tart the east coast of Canada, he
ultimately only made it to Thunder Bay, before tda@mcer returned, spread to his lungs,
and took his life nine months later. His run cagtuthe attention and imagination of the
country and he won the 1980 Lou Marsh award as @asd op athlete. An annual
event, known as the “Terry Fox Run,” raises milidar cancer research with
participants in sixty different countries. Fox msnerous physical monuments named
after him including highways, streets, fithessl$;aschools, parks, and even a mountain,

and has a statue in downtown Ottawa.

% Canadian Paralympic Committee, “History of thea®anpic Movement,”
http://www.paralympiceducation.ca/Content/Histod¥d20History%200f%20the%20Paralympics.asp?lan
gid=1, accessed 8 August 2010.

“bid.
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Rick Hansen, who had been paralyzed from the wlaish in a car accident
when he was fifteen, was inspired by Fox’s achiesetsiand embarked on a world tour
to raise money for spinal cord research. Hansévia‘in Motion World Tour” began in
1985 in Vancouver and he pushed himself in his rabwheelchair across thirty-four
different countries in a twenty-six month periodtek returning to Canada’s east coast
and subsequently crossing Canada, Hansen’s toedemden he entered Vancouver’'s
BC Place Stadium in 1987 to a large number of faik® Fox, Hansen was seen as a
national hero in Canada, and together they hayerasmany disabled athletes and
helped promote Paralympic athletics.

Canadian Paralympic athletes were included wittenOwn the Podium
Program with the stated goal of finishing with tbp three in the medal count at the
Vancouver Paralympic games in 2010, which Canadeesded in doing. Paralympic
athletes are competing at an ever-increasingly leigél: para-nordic skier Brian
McKeever was the first para-athlete to be namdubth the 2010 Winter Olympic team
and the Paralympic teaff’ Unfortunately, McKeever did not compete at the #tin
Olympics, as he was replaced with another skier mdebcompeted in an earlier event,
but if he had he would have become the first desghlalthlete in the world to compete in
both events in the same year. This illustratesitgle level to which these athletes are
now competing.

This chapter has examined the modern archival wwfalsacroappraisal and the
documentation strategy, and provided a model thiaibtned them in order to appraise

the records of curling in Manitoba. This combineditrequires that the context of the

190 canadian Paralympic Committee, “Athlete Profile,”
http://www.paralympic.ca/en/detail/37270.html|?id887 &profileid=37981&view=detajlaccessed 16
June 2011.
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curling records be established within the largertert of sport in Canada, and therefore
the last half of this chapter examined the histdrikemes of sport in Canada. This
examination was not intended to be an exhaustigenexation of all sports literature
written on the Canadian experience, but ratherati$ed on the main interpretive themes
that have been developed. This broad examinatemhtaghlighted the structures and
activities of Canadian sport in order to give tbatextual background in which
contemporary sport now functions. Armed with thesitextual information, it will be
possible to place the records of a specific spatiwtheir historical context.

The next chapter will continue this contextual agmh and explore the history of
curling in Canada, and then in Manitoba. The fuorti programs, activities, and
structures of all curling associations, organizaiand clubs will be identified. It will
also be essential to examine the types of recawtfuped by curling leagues, teams,
bonspiels, associations, halls of fame, and spoutseums that are affiliated with curling
clubs in Manitoba, and then identify the curlingorls that are already safely in archives
based on an analysis of the archival repositonédanitoba, as well as those at risk by
not being in archival programs. This examinatiomhaf contemporary sporting culture of
curling in Manitoba will provide the essential rasgh in order to identify the records that
are of archival value for the appraisal model thgroposed. In appraising the archival
value of the records, the history of sport as @esalcfunction in Canada, as outlined

above, will help understand curling’s value andithportance of its records.
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Chapter 2

The Historical and Contemporary Context of Curling

In order to appraise the records of curling in Niama, this chapter will utilize the
appraisal model proposed in the previous chaptlowing the macro-functional
decomposition of this approach, this chapter waljin by providing a history of curling
in Canada and then specifically in Manitoba. Ot historical context has been
established, this chapter will identify the funaisoof curling. As discussed in the first
chapter of this thesis, the documentation strasemggests that the archivist should
appraise records by utilizing a team of recordatoms, custodians, subject matter
experts, and the users of records and have fuitutisnal support. However, one of the
limitations of a graduate student thesis is thaeawling such a team is not practical, and
therefore carrying out a full documentation stratisgnot possible. What follows will be
a suggestive use of the documentation strategyadesting of the theory within the
limitations of a thesis. These limitations will nmeilat only the author of this thesis will
determine the functions of curling by drawing upos experience as a participant,
teacher, and administrator of the sport, as welligsesearch in primary sources. The
author began curling at the age of eleven, andegeon the governing board of the
Assiniboine Memorial Curling Club, including as gesident in 2007-08, and currently
sits on the board of the Manitoba Curling Hall ahfre and Museum. By drawing upon
these experiences, the author will serve as thigiéstimatter expert” as well as the
archivist to identify the functions of curling, v will be used to assess the quality and

guantity of the records that are already held witiichival repositories in Manitoba and
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identify key organizations and private individutiat are likely to produce the targeted

records.

History of Curling in Canada

Curling in Canada is a sport that has achieved gigaularity, but only recently
has approached professional status. As mentionget iprevious chapter, the Montreal
Curling Club was the first sports club establisime@anada in 1807. Early games were
played outside on the ice of the St Lawrence Rawel players used curling rocks made
out of iron, wood, or stone. The climate and geplyeof Canada allowed for frozen
bodies of water on which to curl, and thus the ea#ie which a curling match could be
organized allowed for all segments of the poputatmparticipate in the sport and thus
promote its popularity. Curling followed the pattesf other sports in that its
development was stimulated by advances in trarsfantand communications and
technical improvements of both equipment and fiedi Other communities used
Montreal as a template, and curling spread to mdi@®anada where Scottish settlement
had occurred, and clubs were established at Kingat@820, in Quebec City in 1821,
and in Halifax in 1824. The first recorded intetdzlcurling match occurred in 1835
between clubs from Montreal and Quebec City atsSTRivieres.

The majority of participants in the sport wereiadly of Scottish descent who had
brought curling with them to Canada. In 1838, thhar@ Caledonian Curling Club was
established in Scotland and became the Royal Caikd&urling Club (RCCC) in 1843,
which became the parent body of curling throughbetworld, with clubs in other
countries becoming affiliated with it. In 1852, tGanadian Branch of the RCCC was

formed and was an important milestone for Canadiating, allowing those clubs that

50



joined it to compete for medals awarded by theasedy.The affiliation with the

RCCC stimulated much interest and contributed ¢ogttowth of the game in Canada. As
the game became more popular, participants of rmmttiSh descent began to take up the
game, and curling became regarded as one of thedaw®cratic of all sports.

Interclub and international competitions begandoun in the 1860s. By 1864 a
number of curling clubs had been opened in the Atorarea and an international match
was held with teams from the Buffalo Caledonianli@grClub competing against teams
from Toronto, and a return competition called theetnational Bonspiel in Buffalo was
held in 1865 with fifty teams participating. Railygamade such large interclub bonspiels
more feasible. As railways spread across Canad#idsturling. Although curling had
been played in the Red River Settlement in Manitth first recognized “official” game
in that province was played on 11 December 187@hBy1890s Ontario had close to
one-hundred clubs and the rest of Canada had &figutlubs. The centre of curling had
moved from Montreal to Toronto, which had estatddiix curling clubs. By the early
twentieth century, Winnipeg had succeeded Torostiha centre of curling in Canada,;
by 1950 Winnipeg had more curling clubs than Maaiteand Toronto combined, and
there were more curling clubs in Manitoba thandthtOntario and Quebéc.

Curling was played by both men and women and tise“fadies” curling club
was formed in Montreal in 1894, which stimulatedestwomen’s clubs around the
country, and by the early 1900s curling was onthefmost popular mixed-gender sports
in Canada. In 1902-03 a team from Scotland tour@ua@a and the United States, and

played ninety-nine games, winning forty-seven einth In 1908-09, Canada reciprocated

! |deas in the previous four paragraphs are alldbaseGerald Redmondhe Sporting Scots of Nineteenth-
Century Canada (Toronto: Associated University Press, 1982), fjb-134.
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and sent a team to Scotland to play a twenty-sitcim@ur, in which the Canadians won
twenty-three games, including a competition fortBathcona Cup,” donated by Lord
Strathcona for competition between Scotland anca@anScotland sent teams back to
Canada in 1911-12, but lost the four games arrafgetie cup. The First World War
did not affect curling as much as other sportsjevtinere was some decline in
participants, the game was still played by youtbmen, and older persons, all of whom
did not fight in the waf.

In the 1920s several important events occurredama@a that improved curling.
Many clubs built new rinks with artificial ice plesand the automobile came into
common use, which allowed for curlers to travel eneasily to matches, both of which
improved the skill level of competitors in the sp@ut the most important event
occurred in 1927 when the Dominion Championship petition was arranged to declare
a Canadian Champion. Although there was not yettiamal governing body overseeing
curling, the W.C. Macdonald Company of Montreaiplaacco manufacturer, arranged
the bonspiel, and thereafter until 1979 awardedrarual trophy known as the
Macdonald Brier Tankard to the winning team.

In the 1930s curling continued to enjoy great papty and in 1932 it was a
demonstration sport at the Winter Olympics in L&kacid, and the Canadian team from
Manitoba won the event. It was during the 1930s $bhool curling became a fixture of
the sport for boys and girls. Clubs were certalobking for added revenue during the
Depression, but it was also a way to increaseqyaation levels of the game at the

grassroots level, and clubs could develop throbighsthools program their future

2 Maxwell and Nancy HowellSports and Games in Canadian Life: 1700 to the Present (Toronto:
Macmillan of Canada, 1969).174.
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members in the sport. In 1940 Manitoba held a Pial School Boy bonspiel that by
1962 had grown to 312 tearhs.

On 6 March 1935 the Dominion Curling AssociatiorC{8) was created as a
national governing body for curling in Canada arab\affiliated with the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club. When the association waated, it was found that there were
22,604 registered curlers in Canada, with the meggstered in Saskatchewan with 5000
members, followed by Manitoba with 4,050, and Qntaith 3,154 By the 1950s it
was estimated that there were over 100,000 curigCainada as the sport’s popularity
continued to grow and the population enjoyed ingeddeisure time. As prize money
grew, there was increased criticism for the spg#sceived move towards
commercialization and professionalism.

The 1950s were also important for the developméwtoonen’s curling in
Canada. In 1952 the provincial women'’s curling aigations of Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and Alberta met with representativéee T. Eaton Company, a
department store chain that was aware of the isgrgduying power of women and
which was convinced to sponsor each of the threeipce’s provincial women’s
playdowns. The women soon formed the Western Canddidies Curling Associatioh.
Eaton’s sponsored an interprovincial championskeitwben the three provinces, and
would eventually provide a model for a Canadiamgbi@anship. In 1954 British
Columbia joined the Western Association, and in9. 2% a meeting in Brandon,

representatives from the four western provincesdatelgates from Ontario met and

3 Vera PezefThe Sone Age: A Social History of Curling on the Prairies (Calgary: Fifth House, 2003), p.
178.

* Howell and Howell Sports and Games in Canadian Life, p. 175.

® Ibid., p. 203.
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agreed that there was enough interest to formianatwomen’s curling association and
in 1960 the Canadian Ladies Curling Association@B). was formed. This organization
allowed women'’s curling to move from a recreatiog@me to a more competitive and
organized sport.

In 1959 the Ontario Curling Association (OCA) prepd a code of ethics to the
DCA that would have prevented many curlers from petimg in DCA competitions,
including the national Brier. Those prevented frplaying included players who had
won more than $150 in a competition; endorsed dym competed for or won a car;
taught lessons; or managed a curling club. Thesesswere considered a particular
problem in Ontario as curlers from other provinaese being hired to work in Ontario
curling clubs as managers or as ice technicians.pfbposal caused much debate
although no decisions were made and in 1963 the'®@posal was again brought
forward at the DCA meetings, but divided the boafrdirectors and was not passed. In
1964 the code was once again brought forward, bubtson to table it passed twenty-
four to nineteen, and the motion was never brougtdgain. The decision ensured that
the Brier would have the most skilled curlers repreging each province, regardless of
status, and therefore curling was largely ablevtmchthe amateur versus professional
controversy’

From 1950 to 1970 curling experienced significanatrgh in popularity. As
Canada enjoyed sustained economic growth during afidkis period, curling benefited
from more lucrative prize money for competitionsgatrong corporate support for
bonspiels. New curling facilities were built ane thquipment used by curlers improved

with new innovations to brooms and sliders. Radid &levision brought curling into

® Pezer;The Stone Age, pp. 188-189.
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peoples homes, and both participants and speciatveased as a restlith greater
coverage, individual curlers and their teams bdgamjoy newfound celebrity, and some
curlers became as well known as hockey players.9Dale example was the famous
Richardson rink from Saskatchewan, which dominated’s curling in the late 1950s
and early 1960s with four Brier championships. Aftenning the Brier in 1959 the
Richardsons competed in the “Scotch cup,” whictedithe Canadian champion against
the Scottish champion. By 1962, both the UnitedeStand Sweden participated in the
Scotch cup, and in 1964 the International Curlieddtation was created, changing its
name to the World Curling Federation in 1991. Thet&h Cup evolved into the official
world curling championship, sponsored by Air Canadaich introduced a new trophy
called the Air Canada Silver Broom. In 1967 the Dmon Curling Association,
Canada’s national men’s curling governing bodyngea its name to the Canadian
Curling Association (CCA), although it still opeedtseparately from the Canadian
Ladies Curling Associatioh.

As the Brier grew in popularity, other competiticalso emerged within curling
for other categories of national championshipsnglaith the Brier, the women’s
championship, and the schoolboy championship, @dnational championship was
created in 1964, a national seniors men’s chamhpipns 1965, a junior girls
championship in 1971, and a seniors women’s chamspip in 1973.

In 1974 the Canadian Curling Association placee@mphasis on teaching the
fundamentals of the sport to youth in order to gedwhe grassroots level, and created a

national program called “Curl Canada” to providehteical and coaching instruction to

8 Ibid., p. 222.
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junior curlers. This program helped develop youanders and ensure that the sport had a
viable future.

The equipment and rules of the game continuedyeldp in the 1980s and
1990s. The curling broom was replaced by the braisti,greater consistency in ice and
curling rocks resulted in what was perceived asrang style of play, and therefore rule
changes were introduced to promote a more inteeatid aggressive style of plain
1994, the “free guard zone” was introduced whiagwvpnted teams from removing the
first three rocks of an end that were placed intfiaf the scoring zone, or “house,” thus
forcing teams to have more rocks in play.

The Canadian Curling Association is the nationaktspfederation for curling and
is supported in part by contributions from Sporh@@a. The CCA and CLCA had
originally acted as independent organizations, attaring men’s and women'’s curling
separately until they amalgamated in 1990 undenéme of the Canadian Curling
Association (CCA). This amalgamated organizatiorecognized as the national
administrative body for curling in Canada by Sgoanada, the Canadian Olympic
Federation, and the World Curling Federation, dn is the key liaison between sport
and governmeni Candidates for the CCA'’s ten-member board of dimscare
nominated by the provincial/territorial curling asgmtions™ The body’s main function is
to promote and develop the sport of curling. TheA@Grrently represents approximately

1,050 affiliated curling clubs, fourteen provindiafritorial member associations, twelve

° Ibid., p. 273.
19pid.
1 bid.
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affiliate members and regional development cenared,more than one million curlefs.
The CCA has created and supports programs sudhlateadevelopment (novice to elite
and youth to senior adult); curling club businesgaedlopment; coach development; and
official training at the national level, and incune cost of resource development and
relies largely on the provincial/territorial assatedns to deliver them through a network
of instructors and facilitators.

During the late 1980s and 1990s media coveragarbhg also increased, and as
a result curlers were able to secure increasinglsative personal or team sponsorships,
which caused potential conflict with event sponsbrd 988 and 1992 curling was again
included in the Winter Olympics as a demonstrasipart in Calgary and Albertville,
France. In 1998 curling achieved full status asfénial medal sport with the Nagano
Olympics in Japan. The 1990s saw the Brier eam haege profits and the CCA created
a televised curling season whereby an event wakdwelry two weeks between January
and April, with event sponsors receiving prominantime. By the late 1990s the
television station, The Sports Network (TSN), wésring hours of curling telecasts
similar to sports like baseball and hockey.

The success of the media coverage and subsequesdse in profits caused a rift
among curlers. By 2000 curling enjoyed its largedtonal and international coverage
ever and competitive curlers, who had corporat&isps to offset their costs of
competition, wanted the right to wear their spoissorests during competitions. The
CCA refused to allow this, as it would have husithbargaining power for financial

support from the title sponsors of the events.

12 canadian Curling Association website, “About the@AC What We Do, http://www.curling.ca/about-
the-organization/whatwedodccessed 9 May 2010.
13 i

Ibid.
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Another point of contention was that curlers wardddrger piece of the profits
that the Brier was making, and the per diems they had received in the past were no
longer sufficient:* Negotiations between the CCA and the curlers sbanel the players
organized into the World Curling Players Associatfg/CPA). This new organization
created their own events called the Grand Slamgelss which showcased most of the
best curlers in Canada, and in the 2001-02 seé#sese curlers boycotted the Brier. The
CCA responded by scheduling events that confliatgld the Grand Slam events. In 2006
an agreement was finally reached, and the curfeirsedVCPA ended the boycott and
once again competed in the Brier.

The boycott proved to be beneficial to both the CW the WCPA, as the
agreement ushered in a new era of cooperation batthe CCA and curlers, increased
compensation for those competing at the eventatenlenore big-money and high-
profile competitions that have attracted more famd media coverage, and overall
increased the profile for the sport within corperaircles that provided yet more
sponsorship deals. One of the unintended consegs@fi@ more “professionalized”
curling athlete is that a divide in talent was tedebetween the casual “club” curler and
those competing on curling tours for money. Thoke wlay continually against the
other teams on the tours face top-level competenary weekend and therefore
constantly improve their game. Those casual cuviéuis perhaps play once or twice a
week in their local clubs and cannot devote the tmar money needed to play on the
money tours simply cannot develop their game tcstrae level.

Despite this developing talent divide, curling rémsaa sport where anyone can

beat anyone on a given day, although the likelinoioithat occurring has been reduced in

14 pezer;The Stone Age, p. 286.
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the last ten years. Curling continues to be veoyrpnent in the Canadian sporting
landscape, and new innovations such as the “stigcki¢h allows curlers to throw their
stones from a standing position, are allowing ssnidho may not be physically able to
bend anymore to continue to play the game. Cutesgbecome know as a sport that can
be enjoyed over a lifetime.

In 2008 a survey of Canadian curlers was conduxyetie Print Measurement
Bureau (PMB), a non-profit organization represeamtime interests of Canadian
publishers, advertising agencies, advertisers pémer companie¥’ The results of the
survey were analyzed by Amber Gebhardt, MA candidatd Luke R. Potwarka, PhD
candidate, of the Department of Recreation andureiStudies, University of Waterloo.
A curler was defined as any individual 18 yearslder who curled at least once per
month during the 2008 curling season. The PMB edBohthat, based on this definition,
there were 729,000 curlers, which was 2.82 peraktite Canadian population, and 58
percent were male and 42 percent were female. 3@mpercent of the curlers were
between the age of 35 and 49, and 91 percent wegksk-speaking, with 87 percent
listing their ethnicity as white. These statisilasstrate that, while participation levels
are relatively even for men and women, curling pedominately English-speaking and
white-dominated sport in Canada. The PBM survey fand that 16.87 percent of
Canadian curlers lived in communities of 1,000-00,people, and 11.39 percent of

Canadian curlers lived in rural communities witbsléhan 1,000 peopté.

!> Canadian Curling Association, “Profile of the Ceiaa Curler,http://www.curling.ca/start-
curling/profile-of-the-canadian-curlerdccessed 20 May 2011.
16 i
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Curling in Manitoba

Curling in the province of Manitoba has a long aict history. It was first
officially established in Winnipeg on 9 November768with the creation of the Manitoba
Curling Club which had approximately twenty membénghe mid 1870s, as elsewhere
in Canada, Winnipeg curlers used curling stonesenohdon, wood, or granite. The
original Manitoba Curling Club used iron stoneswtich some members were opposed
and as a result, in 1881 a portion of its membérs wanted to use stones made of
granite broke away and created the Granite Cu@idp, which is known in the province
as the “Mother Club.The two opposing membership groups continued tahessame
facilities, but eventually the iron club foldedi883 as more curlers showed a preference
for the granite stones. In 1887 a minority groupaged a relocation of the original
Granite club and left to form the Thistle CurlinguB.*’” In the summer of 2006 the
Thistle Curling Club burned to the ground, andtalhistory, trophies, photographs, and
records were tragically lost. Members were relatadeother clubs, but the decision was
made not to rebuild the Thistle in its old locatiom2007 members purchased controlling
interest in another curling club, the Asham Arearad renamed it the Thistle Curling
Club.

In the 1880s rural clubs were formed around th&ipoe and, after years of
debate, joined the city clubs in forming a curlaggsociation. On 6 December 1888
representatives of the Granite and Thistle club&innipeg, along with the Portage la

Prairie, Carberry, Morden, Stonewall, and StoneyMain curling clubs, met and

" Morris Mott and John AllardyceSurling Capital: Winnipeg and the Roaring Game (Winnipeg:
University of Manitoba Press, 1989), p. 7.

60



formed the Manitoba Branch of the Royal Caledo@aning Club in Scotland, renamed
the Manitoba Curling Association (MCA) in 1908, addrIManitoba, in 2009. It was
decided that Winnipeg would be the home of the eaders of the new association, as
it was connected by rail to the rest of Manitobd amestern Canada. It was also decided
that the provincial association would host an ahboaspiel, originally called the
“Winnipeg Bonspiel” and later the “MCA Bonspief®”

On 4 March 1889 the first Winnipeg Bonspiel wagdhalthe city. Sixty-two
teams entered, a large number for the time, inolydisiting teams from Ontario and the
United States? The bonspiel became a fixture in the City of Wjped, and from 1891
onward a smoking concert, or banquet, was hostebegity and the mayor welcomed
the visitors, even instructing police not to sgbé curler’'s fun. Songs, recitations, toasts,
and speeches were presented at the banquet axihleaspect of the bonspiel became as
important as the competition itséffln 1903 six Scottish teams captained by the
Reverend John Kerr travelled to Canada to curl Bioh American tour. They were
well received in all their stops in Eastern Canaatal made a trip to Winnipeg to curl in
the now famous Winnipeg Bonspiel. The Scottismieaere welcomed into Winnipeg
with a huge reception, but did not fare well in g@tition. The Bonspiel prompted Rev.
Kerr to write that “[i]f Canada be the chosen haoh&cotland’s game... then

undoubtedly Winnipeg is the very heart of the gamtie Dominion.** Rev. Kerr would

18 pezer;The Sone Age, p. 19.

19 MCA, 100™ Annual Bonspiel Yearbook, (1988), p. 49.
2 Mott and AllardyceCurling Capital, p. 16.

2L MCA, 100™ Annual Bonspiel Yearbook, (1988), p. 50.
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later proclaim “[w]hat St. Andrews is to Golf, so\Winnipeg to that other royal and
ancient game®

Women also have a long history of participatiocunling in Manitoba, as in
Canada. In 1908 the first women’s curling club f@ased and by 1913, they held a
women'’s event at the Men’s Winnipeg Bonspiel. 128 &wenty-six women’s teams had
participated, and by 1947 there were 124 teamsngdy the evenf® In 1925 the
Manitoba Ladies Curling Association (MLCA) was fad) and seventy-five years later,
on 1 July 2000, the MCA and MLCA were amalgamatefbtm one administrative
body, the Manitoba Curling Association, to oversesding in the province. It is evident
that curling was very important to the leisure offbmen and women in Manitoba.

Curling was important not only to individual mendamomen, but also to the
development of the City of Winnipeg. The WinnipegrBpiel attracted a number of out-
of-town teams. In 1905 sixty-five of 135 teams édifrom outside of Winnipeg, and
almost all were composed of businessmen or prafieals such as doctors, lawyers, and
clergymen, which would suggest that at this tinesghparticipating in the bonspiel were
individuals more affluent and had the time to dewvotleisure. Rural curlers who did
participate in the bonspiel were often drawn to hifpeg to get information on recent
business or agricultural developments in the Westeet with wholesalers, or simply to
do some shopping. Special rail rates were givepetiple traveling to Winnipeg for the
bonspiel, and many organizations took advantagkeofeduced rates to hold meetings

and conferences in the city, and it is estimated 25,000 to 30,000 visitors came to the

22 Rev. John KerrCurling in Canada and the United States, A Record of the Tour of the Scottish Team,
1902-03, and of the Games in the Dominion and the Republic (Toronto: George A. Morton, 1904), p. 454.
% Mott and AllardyceCurling Capital, p. 80.
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city during the bonspiel. This had a very posi&ffect on the local economy and
therefore the bonspiel was well supported by lbcainesses and organizations.

The popularity of curling in Manitoba created athigvel of competition within
the province, and when the first national champgwmahe Brier, was established in
1927 teams from Manitoba dominated the event, weight of the first twelve events.
The Brier was held in Toronto from 1927 until 1989t in 1940 the Brier was awarded
to Winnipeg because of both the dominance of thenilgeg teams at the national event
and the fine reputation of the MCA as great hostk through events such as the MCA
Bonspiel. The event was a success and drew ne@@p 4pectators to the final, as
compared to 300-400 spectators per game in Torddaitobans continued their
dominance on the ice, and from 1928 to 1957, irtwleaty-eight Briers, teams from the
province won fifteen of the events, and thirteethalse teams were from Winnipeg. This
record of success led to Winnipeg's title of “CngiCapital of the Canada.” No events
were held from 1943 to 1945 due to the Second \\dai>*

Manitobans also provided innovation to curlingthe early 1930s Ken Watson
and his brother Grant introduced a new sliding mépre to the game, whereby they
would slide farther than any player previously.tBg late 1940s and early 1950s young
curlers were imitating the longer sliding delivenyd the game was changed.

Curling grew in membership during the 1940s andib0danitoba, from 145
clubs and 4,973 members in 1938 to 316 clubs arkb2/members in 1959. By the late
1950s a wide variety of ethnic groups took up agrin Manitoba in large numbers, and
clubs were established in rural communities thaewmt traditionally Scottish, English,

or Irish. Curling clubs were founded in French-G#iaa communities such as Ste. Anne,

4 |deas in the previous two paragraphs are all basedott and AllardyceCurling Capital, pp. 39-54.
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in Mennonite communities such as Altona and Stahpm Ukrainian communities such
as Ethelbert, and in Icelandic communities sucheagdon and Arborg. In Winnipeg, the
Maple Leaf Curling Club had been established by@edominately for Jewish people,
and featured a B’nai B’rith Bonspiel.

The MCA bonspiel continued to be the major everthaprovince and entries
increased throughout the 1940s and 1950s as tday the women’s bonspiel. As
discussed above, the 1960s saw an increase iuthlean of national and international
events in men’s, women'’s, junior, senior, and migatkgories. While Manitoba did not
dominate the competitions as they had in the miartise previous era, the province still
produced a large number of champions. HoweveharBrier, considered the highest
level of curling in Canada, Manitoban teams didemjpy the success they once had, as
Alberta and Saskatchewan came to dominate thenadtstage. One of the reasons for
this was that curlers from the province were legtmmlive and compete in other
provinces. The Manitoban economy of the 1970s didoerform as well as other
provinces, and many top players left. One exangplem Ursel of Winnipeg, who moved
to Montreal and won Quebec's first Brier in 197 Qwever, the main reason that
Manitoba no longer dominated the curling compatgiavas that curlers in other
provinces had become better. Atrtificial ice becdh®enorm in curling rinks across the
country and the more predictable ice conditionsvedid for the better development of
curlers. Improved roads and cars also allowed ddecs to travel farther to competitions
and compete against better teams, and curlingiictstn became more important. Many
Manitobans, including Don Duguid and Ray Turnblélld curling clinics across Canada

and the world, and helped to improve the sport.a@ats game developed an
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international reach too; Turnbull and his partigimontonian Wally Ursuliak, gave the
first curling clinics in Sweden, Switzerland, arapdn for both women and méh.

In the 1980s participation in the men’s MCA bonépteadily increased to new
heights, and in 1988, the centennial year of thespi@l, attracted a record of 1,280 teams
and facilities had to be used as far away as Pet@grairie and Selkif€. However, in
Manitoba, membership in curling clubs began tollefeor decline, and there was a
reduction in the number of curling clubs. In the MGhere were 316 clubs in the 1959-
60 season, but by 1985-86 there were only 192 cllitis decline was attributed to many
clubs folding in smaller agricultural communitiesthough city clubs also were forced to
close their doors as city taxes increased androfitf

This decline in the number of curling clubs in Maba clubs continued
throughout the 1990s and into the 2000s, and b Bfdre were only 121 clubs affiliated
with CurlManitoba?’ Another downward trend in participation levels t@nseen in the
number of teams entering the MCA bonspiel. Pregetiite maximum number of teams
allowed to participate in the bonspiel is 512, anbar they struggle to reach. In 2010 the
number of teams that participated was Z08.number of factors have contributed to this
decline after a century of upward growth, includamgnpetition from other sports and
aging demographics, as the numbers of young cuelgesing the sport has been in
decline. In Manitoba, the strict drinking and dnigilaws have reduced the social aspect

of the sport, thus discouraging numbers of pardicip.

% |deas in the previous four paragraphs are alldbaseMott and AllardyceCurling Capital, pp. 55-111
% For a listing of all teams and their personned, BECA, 100" Annual Bonspiel Yearbook, (1988), pp.
140-160.

27 CurlManitoba, “Member Curling Clubs and Associadn Manitoba,
http://www.curlmanitoba.org/clubsaccessed 25 November 2010.

sean Grassie, “MCA Bonspiel entries down agafiihipeg Free Press, 15 January 2010,
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/MC@nrBpiel-entries-down-again-81749292.html
accessed 25 November 2010.
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In 2000 the Winnipeg Curling Clubs Association (W&)Qvas formed with
representation from each of the City of Winnipeagpsl. The association’s objective is to
“share information and ideas with a view of workiegvard a common goal of making
each curling club a viable operation within the coamity in which they operaté® The
records of this main function will be found in thenutes and agenda of the WCCA. This
fledgling association, however, is still strugglifog a spot in the curling hierarchy as
clubs are reluctant to share information with wisagssentially their competition.

The clubs themselves represent another administrivel and operate as small
businesses selling a product — curling — in thespective communities and assist in the
delivery of programs and services to their cust@yitie club members (and their
guests), or facility renterS.Each club has its own constitution and mandate e be
examined in more detail in Chapter Three.

Finally, the leagues themselves are the lowesirasiration level, and operate
within the rules of the clubs they curl. Some leegyare considered “member” leagues
while others are considered “rental” leagues. Réeégues are not considered as club
members, but rather as customers renting ice fhentlub, and do not have access to all
the benefits that being a member entails. Some pbesnof those benefits could be the
use of lockers in the club or a right to a votéhatannual general meetings. Each club
defines who is and who is not a member by diffeceéria. Each league will have

unique rules and functions, and may hold meetimgscaecate minutes, or may not.

29 Email from Rick Mutton, president of Winnipeg Gung Clubs Association, “draft constitution,” 9
November 2006.

%0 canadian Curling Association website, “About th@AC Curling by the Numbers,”
http://www.curling.ca/about_the_cca/curling_by thembers.aspaccessed 9 November 2006.
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Photographs and other records will often be helthbyrespective leagues, not
necessarily within the official club records.

This thesis has provided a brief history of alls@md then of curling in Canada,
and then of curling in Manitoba. This contextuatbry is necessary in order to order to
achieve the goal of documenting and appraisingeberds of curling in Manitoba. With
this history, the appraisal criteria can be esshleld in context, and the functions of
curling can thus be identified in order to asshsscurling records related to Manitoba

that have already been captured within archivabsepries.

Functions of Curling

The functions of curling have not been analyzedrahival or other literature to
this point. Without such a foundation to draw upthre, mandates of the associations
governing curling in both Canada (CCA), and Mangg¢GurlManitoba), will be
analyzed, and will be used together with the atshexperience within the sport in order
to tease out the general functional universe dfrayr

The mission of the Canadian Curling Associatiotiosencourage and facilitate
the growth and development of curling in cooperatidgth its network of affiliates>*

In order to fulfil this mission statement, the CGAonstitution and by-law identify seven
objectives:

1. To act as the national sport governing body foliegin Canada;

2. To facilitate the development and marketing ofgpert of curling at both the

Association member and the club level;

3. To establish and enforce the rules of the spotuding in Canada as well as a
process by which differences and disputes canttlege

4. To cultivate fraternal relations with other curliagsociations (national and
international);

31 canadian Curling Associatiohttp://www.curling.ca/about-the-organization/maredand-mission/
accessed 23 February 2011.
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To respect and preserve the traditions of curling;

To promote, arrange, conduct and control Canadiating Championships;
To liaise with the Curling Hall of Fame and MuseaffCanada Inc. which was
established to recognize achievements of athlet@dailders in the sport of
curling in Canada.

No g

Similarly, CurlManitoba’s mission statement is ficomote, develop and grow the sport
of curling in Manitoba, Canada and the world byvidng leadership, services and
programs for the curling community from grassrdotslite.”® The objectives and
purposes of the Association are:
1. To promote and develop the game of curling as ileational and competitive
sport in the Province of Manitoba;
2. To unite the curling community, foster good relaavith other curling
associations, and maintain affiliation with the @dian Curling Association; and
3. To arrange and conduct provincial playdowns forghegpose of determining

Provincial Championship tears.

By examining these mission statements and objex;tthe author proposes the following
five functions of curling: competing, administeritige business of curling, socializing,
commemorating, and establishing and enforcingukesrof play.

The first function that can be identified is thempeting function, which would
encompass all aspects of actually playing the gafnearling, compiling its results, and
organizing matches or multi-day events. At its music level, competition drives all
sport, whether it is for a national title, or eefidly game at a local club. Records that
relate to this function will include evidence oétbhompetition, such as video, audio, or

photographic documentation, scores and statistias business records that relate to the

organization of such events. A large number of ntdars and planning can go into the

32 curlManitoba, “Mission, Vision, and Valuettp://www.curlmanitoba.org/mission-vision-valyes
accessed 19 February 2011.
3 CurlManitoba, “Constitution, http://www.curlmanitoba.org/constituipaccessed 19 February 2011.
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larger events such as provincial championshipss fitniction can be observed in the
above objectives of both the CCA and CurlManitoba.

The second high-level function that can be ideedifs administering the business
of curling. This function would relate to curlinub operations, and cover such actives
as promotion of the club, board of director’'s mesjtaccounting services, legal services,
insurance agencies, membership lists, donatioosisgpship, grant applications,
websites, and many others that would relate t@timeinistration of the sport of curling.
This function would be documented at the CCA andNanitoba level, and the CCA
has a program designed to educate clubs abouttidyaterm the “business of curling*”
However, it is expected that the majority of themsords would be found at the local
club level within the board of director’s records,they would be responsible for the
daily operations. The promotional sub-activity wbbe seen through “learn to curl”
seminars offered to new curlers, as clubs try éai& more participation in the sport and
therefore more clients. The activity of watchinglityy, and the records created around it
would be included in this broad function of curliMyithout spectators, sport
participation would not increase and, as it becomese commercialized, or
professional, then spectators are needed to makevénts profitable. Electronic chat
forums where fans comment on games provide amglght into this activity. These
forums may not reflect all fans’ perspectives, &srge portion of spectators at curling
events are of an older generation who, very gelyespeaking, do not participate in

online forums.

34 canadian Curling Associatiohttp://www.curling.ca/programs-and-services/progseand-services-for-
curling-clubs/business-of-curling-progrgratcessed 24 February 2011.
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A third function is the “socializing function.” Thfunction is not identified in the
objectives or mandates of the CCA or CurlManitdh4,is in evidence at the curling
clubs, many of which operate as a private socidds| Within these clubs, many social
activities take place outside of the actual gameuating, such as Grey Cup parties or
pool-table tournaments, to say nothing of club hemts} receptions, fund-raisers, and so-
on. This function encompasses the activities ofipling a sense of belonging,
companionship, identity, and community amongst mensib

A fourth function of curling is the commemoratifumction. Both the CCA and
CurlManitoba are active in the recognition of indwal players, teams, and
administrators of curling for the purpose of honogrthe achievements of the past and of
contributions towards the growth of the sport, emgrovide positive role models for
current or future curlers. This commemorating fiorcwill be seen primarily in the
curling halls of fame and in the awards, honowstars, yearbooks, or plaques held
within various halls of fame, museums, or at lagabs.

A fifth function of curling is establishing and em€ing the rules of the game.
Standardized rules of play are necessary criteriar organized sport. Without rules, a
sport would not be considered a sport, but rath&rg random, ever changing physical
activity. These rules would be established at anat level with the national sport-
governing body, but their enforcement would be pitavincial level, or perhaps even at
the local club or league level. Innovation to thkes and gameplay of curling could occur
at a level other than the national level. Curliagngs have been shortened from ten ends
to eight ends on the professional tour for tel@risaudiences. This change may be

applied to other levels of curling, although it wkeveloped for a very specific
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competition. The MCA Bonspiel reduced its gamesiften to eight ends in an effort to
increase participation. With the proliferation nfarnet use, it is not inconceivable that
fans of curling could be asked for suggestions@am to improve curling, similar to how
the Canadian Football League held an online famnficior suggested rule changes for
their overtime format®

These five functions will now be used in the ndégpsan the proposed appraisal
methodology of this thesis, which is to locate ¢hding records that are already held in
archival repositories. These records will be ideadiand evaluated within the functional
context of curling in Manitoba in order to find aggps in the documentary record of the

preserved material.

Manitoba Curling Records Held in Archival Repositories

The sport system in Canada is made up of a nunilmeganizations that provide
sport programming, services, and often fundindpatrtational, provincial, territorial, and
municipal levels. In terms of federal governmetards, as discussed in Chapter One of
this thesis, thé&ational Fitness Act was passed in 1943, aAd Act to Promote Fitness
and Amateur Sport in 1961. Programs for setting Canadian sport galieder this
legislation at a national level are the mandat8part Canadayithin the Department of
Canadian Heritage. Library and Archives Canada (},Atanada’s national archival
repository, holds both private and government rsoelating to sport, including the
records of Sport Canada. These archival holdired or designated for future

acquisitions) are documented in the macroappraisallysis “Archival Appraisal Report

% Canadian Football Leaguettp://www.cfl.ca/rulesaccessed on 25 February 2011.
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on the Records of Sport Canada,” completed byttae-National Archives of Canad.
This appraisal decision-making report identifieseéhmain functions of Sport Canada
and the archival retention of their most relevatted records, as discussed in Chapter
One: to act as the as the prime office for spatated funding; to strengthen the unique
contribution that sport makes to Canadian socidgntity, and culture; and to serve as
the federal government’s prime agency in settingadan Sport Policy.

The appraisal report identifies a number of recéod$ransfer under these three
major functions. Within the first one, to act ase #s the prime office for sports-related
funding, there are four main programs through wi8plert Canada achieves this
function: the creation, development, and fundingational sport centres; the
maintenance of the “national sport organizationpsupprogram;” the administration of
the “athletic assistance program;” and the encamant of research into sports-related
issues. A partnership between Sport Canada, praVimcritorial governments, the
Coaching Association of Canada, and the Canadigm@t Association created a
network of national sports centres to enhancertheihg environment for high-
performance athletes and their coaches, and tadaeupport for scientific and medical
advances. Records that document the mandate acdiibfusof the national sports centres
and illustrate Sport Canada’s involvement in prowgdunding, guidance, and
accountability are identified as archival and taegdor transfer to LAC. The Canadian
Sports Centre in Manitoba supports the developmemtany athletes including local

curlers Jennifer Jones and Jeff Stoughifon.

3 canada, National Archives of Canada, “Archival Agigal Report on the Records of Sport Canada,”
researched and written by Tim Cook, Ottawa, ca0200

37 For a full list of the athletes see Canadian SpGentre Manitoba, “Athletes Profiles,”
http://www.cscm.ca/en/athlete profiles/directogécessed 13 August 2011.
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The national sport organization support prograaesigned to assist national
sport organizations in their pursuit of their oltjees in sport, and the fund subsidizes
training costs, travel to competitions, sport sceeand medicine, and coaching. Funding
is determined by Sport Canada through a seriebgubiéty requirements and through
the assessment of a questionnaire that is filledgpahe national sport organization.
Records that document the lobbying, assessmemtinginand monitoring activities are
considered to have archival value and are idedtifoe transfer. Sport Canada’s athletic
assistance program provides funding to internaticalibre athletes through a tax-free
monthly living and training allowance. Athletes &tlentified and ranked through their
respective national sports organization, and althaach athlete has their own file with
Sport Canada dating back to 1976, the appraisatteply identifies policy files for
archival retention. Sport Canada also allocatedifghto studies that improve sports
performance, equipment, or medicine. Files comagimiolicy and reports that illustrate
the decision-making process related to the fundnegnoted as archival.

The second major function of Sport Canada, tongtieen the unique contribution
that sport makes to Canadian society, identity,arlire, reflects the government of
Canada’s use of sport to bring divergent sectoteetountry together. This is
accomplished through the hosting of events and gathe development of sport liaison
and partnerships with other countries, and thetioreaf commemorative sites.

The federal government, with Sport Canada actiigsadecision-making agency,
selects games and events to host based on whietlyerepresent significant sport,
economic, social, or cultural benefits. These cafude major games, such as the

Olympics, strategic focus events, such as the Namlerican Indigenous Games, or
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single-sport events, like the World Curling Chammgibips, or the 2013 Olympic Curling
Trials to be held in Winnipeg. All records of théy@pics and other multi-sport games
are identified for transfer to LAC. All of Sport Gada’s program records relating to
single-sport hosting are also designated as arcangascheduled for preservation, as
they document the federal government’s strategiraw attention to Canadian society
through sport. Sport Canada also maintains therf@lg Results Database,” which is an
electronic repository that tracks the results oh&hans at the Olympics, and the
rankings of Canadian athletes in their respectpgets and would contain curling-related
information. Although this database is continudlging added to, it is identified as
archival and to be sent to LAC.

Sport Canada is also responsible for the develapofesport liaison and
partnerships with other countries through theiolmement in international sporting
events. The archival appraisal report illuminabekd between Canada’s sport policy and
its foreign policy through the support of other nties’ bids to host international games,
the setting of sports policy, and the codificatadrathletic standards, and notes that the
records that document these roles should be sé#@ofor preservation.

Sport Canada also sets policy for the fosterirdydevelopment for a positive
image of sport in Canada. This sub-function is agashed through partnering with
museums and halls of fame or through the encouregeat their creation. The appraisal
report indicates that these records are to befears to LAC.

The third major function of Sport Canada is toreas the federal government’s
prime agency in setting Canadian sport policy. fidwerds that are acknowledged by the

appraisal report as archival include those thapstighe activities of encouraging
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bilingualism at sporting events, and the progrdesffocusing on the participation of
certain disadvantaged groups in sport, includingwo and aboriginals. Sport Canada’s
program of testing and prevention of performandeaening drugs is also identified for
archival preservation.

The Canadian Curling Association (CCA) is the nadicsports organization for
curling and is supported in part by contributiorei Sport Canada and its function to
act as the prime office for sports-related fundiDgspite the identification of these
records for archival retention, an electronic seatwows that LAC only holds a small
number of records relating to the CCA, and thaséhecords are from both the CCA and
the CLCA prior to their amalgamation. Spanningpeeod from 1927 to 1985, these
government archival holdings consist of minutesektings, the records of committees,
executive correspondence, annual reports, curlitdigations, records of curling
championships and tournaments, and records reltipgovincial and other curling
associations. These records document three otitteions identified above: competing,
administering the business of curling, and the mirig and establishing of the rules of
play, at a high level, although not in a great qian

The private CCA fonds held at LAC contains founitespecifically relating to
Manitoba including textual records relating to MEA Bonspiel from 1979 to 1982;
textual records relating to the MLCA bonspiel fra®i76 to 1978; an undated and
unidentified photograph of a “Manitoba curling teaand a booklet of cartoons from the
1978 Silver Broom Championships in Winnipeg. Thganty of records relating to

Manitoba curling consist of photographs held witthia CLCA collection. The
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photographs contain the winners and runners-upeoCL.CA Championships and range
from 1971 to 1976, and document the competing fanct

LAC has created a digital history of curling in @da, entitled “Bonspiel! The
History of Curling in Canada®® The site uses original materials that have begitizéd
including minute books, constitutional documenrgsters, documentary artworks, and
photographs. The site, while primarily displayirgaerds from Ontario and Quebec, does
show two photographs relating to Manitoba. The fsaptioned the “Winners of the
Grand Challenge Cup, Winnipeg Bonspiel, 1892” amehtl within the Henry Joseph
Woodside fonds, who served in the Canadian miljtangl the second is captioned
“Scottish team touring Canada, Winnipeg, 1903,hfrine Howard H. Ward fonds, who
was a curling historian.

LAC also holds a copy of a 1939 contract for thestauction of a Skating and
Curling Rink in Roland, Manitoba. This is found kit the Unemployment Relief
Commission within the Department of Labour fonds] avould fall under the function of
administrating the business of curling. LAC hald® medals from the MCA, the Black
and Armstrong trophy dated 1926-27 and an undatsthhthat has the words “Manitoba
Curling Association” inscribed upon it. No textwatords of individual Manitoban clubs
exist within the collections of LAC. The holdingbaurling records related to Manitoba
show that the records of the CCA and CLCA do novjole adequate local
documentation, and it is necessary to examinedt@rds held within the provincial

associations or local archival repositories.

% Library and Archives Canada, “Bonspiel! The Higtof Curling in Canada,”
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/curling/indelktml, accessed 11 August 2011.
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The provincial archival repository is the ArchivasManitoba (AM). It has a
mandate througfihe Archives and Recordkeeping Act to preserve the archival records of
the provincial government and its agencies, thets@and the legislature, and of
organizations and individuals in the private seatd local public bodies relating to
Manitoba®® The AM does not actively look for private recotdsacquire in any subject
area, but rather it evaluates proposed donatiansigh an acquisition committee that
considers whether the records have archival valdepeovincial significance, or better
meet the collecting mandates of other accreditsttutions. If there is a recognized
archival institution that would be a better homer&rords that are being offered to AM,
donors are advised to contact that institutionfterdheir records.

The government records holdings of the provinceaveelarched by using
“Keystone,” the online search tool of the AM. Ased before, the restrictions of not
having a multi-disciplinary team, as the documeatastrategy recommends, make such
a limited search a practical necessity. The goventmrecords relating to curling will be
expected to be found in the body responsible fortsp Manitoba. Curling in Manitoba
operates within the national administrative struetinat is hierarchical and bureaucratic,
and recreation, and subsequently curling, was adtaned though a series of provincial
government departments and branches.

The earliest government branch identified in theote finding aids was the
Department of Tourism and Recreation. In 18&8Department of Tourismand
Recreation Act was proclaimed, and the Community Recreation Bravas created

within that department. The branch was responsdlall forms of community

3 province of Manitobagttp://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/about.html#masdatcessed 1 December
2010.

77



recreation, such as promoting, developing, and medipg tourism and public recreation;
creating and administering parks and recreatioititfas; encouraging physical fithess
and all forms amateur sports; and with providingeesial research data to give direction
to the planning of departmental programs.

In 1969 the functions of the department were assliny the newly created
Department of Tourism, Recreation, and Culturabk§. This new department was
responsible for promoting, encouraging, and englile citizens of Manitoba and
visitors to the province to engage in tourism aaddficial leisure-time recreational and
cultural pursuits. The department was responsaieifisuring the provision of beneficial
leisure-time recreational opportunities, and enagad and funded new recreation
facilities and innovative sports and leisure-timegrams. The AM only holds the 1975-
76 office files of the minister from this agentyin 1970 the Canadian Curling
Championships were held in Winnipeg, and the AMlbedhe speech of the Premier
Edward Schreyer that was given at the event. Thaiégtion for Grant associated with
the event is also held at the archiles.

In 1978 the recreation function was transferrethéonewly formed Department
of Fitness, Recreation, and Sport, which was resipteafor government policy and
programs for recreation, sport, and physical fisreasd health. The department’s
functions were to assist communities, sports-gamagrhodies, and recreational

associations to develop recreational opportunitigee province. In addition, the

“9 Archives of Manitoba finding aidhttp://pam.minisisinc.com/pam/search.heucessed 3 December
2010.

“1 Premier’s Speeches (EC 0030), Archives of Manifiaiing aid,
http://pam.minisisinc.com/pam/search.h@wcessed 16 February 2011.
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department also encouraged and developed oppaesifor Manitobans to attain a
greater level of fitness.

In 1983 recreation was merged again with culturetm the Department of
Culture, Heritage and Recreation, and the fitneslssport functions both became
directorates, responsible to the designated Mini$tee department was structured into
four operating divisions to streamline servicedsly and to improve the management of
the organization, one of which was the RecreatenviSes Division. The Sport
Directorate’s main function was to assist proviharad regional sport associations (such
as the MCA) to develop activities and facilitieid function was accomplished through
consultative services, grants, and revenue frotaries. The Sport Directorate worked
collaboratively with other government departmettis, City of Winnipeg and the
Manitoba Sports Federation, an organization that weorporated in 1970 and
established the first sports lottery, Sportslotbich laid the groundwork for the financial
support system of sport in the province. The AMd&dmgs from this period include the
Premier Howard Pawley’s speaking notes from thenmgs of the Swan River Curling
Rink and the Ethelbert Curling Club in 1985, andtfee opening ceremonies of the MCA
bonspiel in 1986. The Premier’'s attendance of tleesats is an indicator of curling’s
importance to Manitoba.

In 1996 the Sport Directorate and the Manitoba Speederation merged to form
the charitable organization, Sport Manitoba Incoaped, and the Manitoba Sport
Secretariat was created to oversee this non-pmgfénization and to facilitate
intergovernmental sporting events such as the Faaritan Games. The Sport

Secretariat operated under the legislative authofitheFitness and Amateur Sports Act,
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and theManitoba Lotteries Foundation Act. A Minister Responsible for Sport oversees
the Sports Secretariat.

The AM holds office files of the Minister Responisilior Sport from 1991 to
2004, and includes records from both the Sportddarate and Sport Secretariat. The
records series consists of reports, speeches,uryeBeard and Cabinet submissions, as
well as correspondence between the Minister andugixe directors of the Fitness
Directorate, the Sport Directorate, and with vasigport agencies, organizations and the
general publié?

In 1991 the Department of Culture, Heritage andr&agen was given the
additional responsibilities of immigration and s&tient and adult language training, and
its name was changed to the Department of Culiedtage and Citizenship. This new
department was responsible for working with comrtyugroups and individuals in order
to achieve mutual goals which reflected and cetelrthe province's diverse population.
The department was made up of five divisions inicigdhe Culture, Heritage and
Recreation Programs Division. This collection atsatains the Premier’s speech notes
and “jokes” In this same year, the World Canadianli@g Championships were held at
the Winnipeg Arena, and the Premier’s speech randsjokes” are held within the
government archive®.In 1992 the Canadian Police Curling Championshas aiso held
in Winnipeg, and the finding aids indicate thatamgs relating to this event are held

within the Minister of Justice’s Office file¥.

“2 Minister Responsible for Sport office files (P B)2Archives of Manitoba finding aid,
http://pam.minisisinc.com/pam/search.hiwcessed 16 February 2010.

“3 Premier’s Speeches (EC 0030), Archives of Manifii@ing aid,
http://pam.minisisinc.com/pam/search.htaccessed 16 February 2011.

4 Minister of Justice office files (ATG 0149itp://pam.minisisinc.com/pam/search.hewcessed 13
January 2011.
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In 1999 the tourism function was added to the Dmpamt of Culture, Heritage
and Citizenship and its name was changed to tharfrapnt of Culture, Heritage, and
Tourism. This new department was responsible fomating and supporting the well
being, identity and creativity of Manitobans. Thepdrtment was made up of five
divisions, and the Culture, Heritage and Recreag@mygrams Division and its branches
continued to operate and to be responsible foruwgaging and facilitating the activities
of Manitobans involved in recreation and wellness.

In 2005 the Department of Culture, Heritage andriBou underwent significant
structural changes as a result of Thavel Manitoba Act, proclaimed in November 2004.
This act created a Crown agency, Travel Manitobarged with the further development
and promotion of tourism in Manitoba, although aifiem Secretariat remained with the
department to oversee high-level policy and plagnifhe department was composed of
four divisions and one secretariat, one of whicls sil the Culture, Heritage and
Recreation Programs division.

In 2009 the Department of Culture, Heritage andribmu amalgamated with the
Sport Secretariat and became the Department ofi@uleritage, Tourism and Sport.
The amalgamated department’s functions were prematnd supporting cultural
activities, tourism, and amateur sport within thevyince, managing and providing access
to the province's heritage and providing commurocaand translation services to
government. The Sport Secretariat continued totfonavithin the new department and
provided coordination and delivery of grants to $anitoba and other major sport
initiatives, and assisted in the development ofgped and initiatives related to sport, and

played an active role in attracting major sportreseo the province.
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In 2009 the Department of Culture, Heritage, Taured Sport was renamed the
Department of Culture, Heritage and Tourism. Thaister responsible for Sport was
reassigned to the Department of Aboriginal and INart Affairs and he took the function
of the Sport Secretariat with him. The Recreatiomgfams Division was transferred to
the Department of Healthy Living, Youth, and Sesior

The AM holds an extensive series of records doctimgithe sports function
across a number of fonds. The holdings includenthiées spanning the period from
1969 to 1987, consisting of selected records inolpdorrespondence with applicants
from recreational organizations, and documentagtidymitted by the applicants including
proposals and financial reports, and funding apgioand agreements; office files from
the Minister of Culture, Heritage and Tourism fra866 to 2004, including records of
the formulation and adoption of policy for the Dap#ent and related boards and
agencies; and office files from the Deputy MinistéCulture, Heritage, and Tourism
spanning 1962 to 2006, which contain records ofithe=lopment and implementation of
departmental policy and the coordination of departtal programs and activities. The
AM also holds record of curling clubs that, from76&0 1932, have applied for and
received incorporation or registration of entitiesoperation in the province of
Manitoba?® These records are representative of the funcfiaaministrating the
business of curling, as they document the cluhdases of business, and contain
information such as age of the club, and when # imaorporated.

The above government records document the adnatirgjrthe business of

curling function, and illustrate the sport delivenyd policy system of Sport Manitoba.

> Companies office corporation documents (CCA 088}hives of Manitoba finding aid,
http://pam.minisisinc.com/pam/search.htwcessed 15 December 2010.
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The records provide the administrative context wvithihich the private sector operates,
and the Sport Directorate’s records relating talfog of the sport-specific governing
bodies indicate the public’s acceptance of spodarasnportant facet of society. The
records relating to the administration of curlirade expected to be found within the
private records of the sport association govergimjng in Manitoba, CurlManitoba,
which is a non-profit organization and is goverigda volunteer board of directors
established to facilitate the promotion, developtnand growth of the sport of curling in
Manitoba.

The private-records archival holdings of the AMtthedate to curling contain a
large number of materials in various media spanthegyears 1908 to 2008. However,
the record is fragmented and an accounting ofdta humber of linear feet is difficult to
ascertain. A search using the word “curling” in Kene and in the physical card
catalogue at the AM yielded different results fotlbprivate and government records.
There were only a few hits of curling-related retowithin the government records side,
and these referred to the office papers of the $tieniof Education, who referenced the
MCA in a speecli® However, the search revealed a somewhat more etrapsive
record of curling within the private-records cotiea.

An analysis of the photographic records within ptéscollections shows patterns
in three main categories: champions of eventsjraudompetitors; and curling facilities.
The photographs of champions contain the largdsiwe of photographs. The Manitoba
Sports Hall of Fame and Museum (MSHFM) collectiontains the Manitoba winners of

the Brier up to 1972. The same collection alsoudek champions of other events such as

“*Minister of Education office files (E 0002), Arcleis of Manitoba finding aid,
http://pam.minisisinc.com/pam/search.himcessed 1 December 2010.
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the 1910 winners of the Winnipeg (MCA) bonspield amrious victors of the Canadian
ladies, Canadian seniors, and Canadian mixed evMentakes some sense that the
Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame and Museum would fqmusarily on the champions of
such events, as those inducted to the hall of faméd most likely be those that
distinguished themselves in the sport. These phapdg would document the competing
function, and as in all sports, competition createwors. These records also document
the commemorating function, the primary missiohef Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame
and Museum.

The second category of photographs held at AMas dhcompetitors. These are
differentiated from photographs of event winnershiat they depict teams that may not
have won anything, but merely competed in the spod help to illustrate curling as a
social activity in Winnipeg. An example of theseopdgraphs is from the Lewis
Benjamin Foote collection. Foote was a professiphatographer who operated in
Winnipeg in the early 1900s, and took photograghgeoin Manitoba. Within his
collection he has documented curling in Winnipet. photographs include a scene of a
woman’s curling team circa 1906, and one of ladiging in 1916 at the Fort Rouge
Curling Club. These photographs are important fimvwsng women participating in the
sport at this early period. These photographs ddgact the competing function, and
provide valuable social context for the sport afliag within the society of the time.
Foote’s collection also contains other photograqich as the interior of the Granite
Curling Club in 1922 and of various curling tearastsas the 1914 Hudson’s Bay

curling team.
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Foote’s photograph of the interior of the Granitgl@g Club identifies another
category: curling club facilities. These photograplere the least comprehensive and did
not show all or even most of the clubs in the prnogi The facilities photographed
include The Granite Curling Club, the Thistle CagliClub, and the Strathcona Curling
Club from 1909, but this does not provide adequappeesentation of Manitoba curling
clubs. Photographs of the buildings themselvesearesent the function of
administrating the business of curling, as thelitees where the game is played are
central to any sport.

The photographic collection would appear to offéngses of curling’s
importance to the province, but there are a largeber of gaps in the historical record.
The socializing function is only very briefly docemted within the AM’s records.

Walter F. Payne, who was a former curler who tiladeio Scotland to play for Canada in
1921, and a journalist for tidanitoba Free Press, donated a series of photographs, and
within them there is a photograph of a 1924 “smbkéthe Fort Garry Hotel during the
MCA Bonspiel. Smokers were banquets held duringothrespiel for the curlers.

The winners of provincial events would seem to ledl documented, but the most
recent winners are not found within the Archivedvainitoba'’s collection. Of the five
principal functions identified for curling, the cpeting function is the most documented
in the form of champions of events. The functiormdministering of the business of
curling is not well documented within the photodrapevidence, but that could be
anticipated as most records relating to the funotian be expected to be textual in
nature. For an analysis of the documentation sffimction, the AM'’s private textual

records relating to curling must be examined.
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The AM’s holdings of private textual records inctua number from individual
curling clubs. It contains the Strathcona Curlinghs records spanning 1901-1983 and
includes minutes and financial records. The AM dstuls Deer Lodge Curling Club
membership rosters from 1921, and from 1956 to 1B®®al clubs are also represented
within the Domain Co-op Recreation Club’s curlinglzminutes from 1936 to 1970, and
the Harmsworth Curling Club minutes and finanamibrmation from 1925 to 1985. The
AM also contains records from women’s leagues uiiclg Oak River Ladies Curling
Club minutes from 1926 to 1932; the EImwood Ladiesling Club minutes, reports,
scrapbooks, and membership lists and rosters f@i@ 101984; and the Pembina Ladies
Curling Club minutes from 1947 to 1985. This diéfetiation between women’s and
men’s leagues indicate that the two genders ogksspearate clubs within the same
building, and warrants further examination. The=mrds represent the function of
administering the business of curling, and offdetailed look at the daily operations of
curling clubs. The problem, however, is that theord is fragmented and provides an
incomplete view through the records of only a féwhe Manitoba clubs.

The City of Winnipeg Archives and Records ConBahnch has a mandate to
create, manage, and maintain accurate, authertiosable records in the public trust,
and to foster civic identity and awareness by coting citizens to the sources of their
past, their histories, their communitfsA search of the finding aids at the City Archives
revealed no curling records. A discussion withahehivist Martin Comeau of the City
Archives revealed that no curling records, to tastlof his knowledge, were held within

the collection. Records relating specifically talmg clubs, such as tax information or

7 City of Winnipeg, “Recordkeeping Blueprint of théyCof Winnipeg,”
http://citynet/clerks/pdfs/reports/recordkeepingmrint.pdf accessed ofhDecember 2010.
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government grants issued by the municipal governmesuld be held within the records
of the respective city departments responsibléhfose functions. The City of Winnipeg
does run a curling league for current and retimagleyees, and also an annual bonspiel,
but these civic records were not held at the agshiv

Another major repository of archival records is thniversity of Manitoba
Archives and Special Collections (UMA). This arasvhas a collecting mandate to
acquire the records of the University of ManitoBanadian Prairie Literary Manuscripts,
the Archives of the Agricultural Experience anderbooks in the areas of western
Canadiana, early Arctic exploration, early Natimaduage syllabics, spiritualism, church
history and philosophy. The collection of curliregzords would seem to fit within the
category of Western Canadiana, and of universktieaic records. The UMA also hold
the records of theinnipeg Tribune, a newspaper that operated in Winnipeg from 1890
to 1980, which contain clippings and photograplhsted to curling.

Sports have long been associated with universgijtutions, and curling records
would be expected to be found within the univetsigwn archival record. The
university’s annual publication of student lifeetfBrown and Gold” yearbooks, contain
photographs of winners of curling intramurals ahtheir annual bonspiels. The 1920
yearbook mentions that the MCA had recognized thizéisity of Manitoba as a curling
“district,” thus making its curlers eligible to plan the MCA competitions. A search of
the UMA finding aids identified the existence ofis® curling related records. The
photographs used in the Brown and Gold yearboak$oamnd within the archival
collections. The Physical Education photographitection contains a number of images

from 1948 to 1965 of men’s and women’s winnershefintramurals and bonspiels. The
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same collection has images of collegiate teame&ndaction game shots. Similarly, the
University Relations and Information Office fondsntains photographs of
intercollegiate champions from 1922 to 1923, ane foom 1969 of the university’s
president throwing a curling rock to open a uniitgisonspiel. The Faculty of
Agriculture and Food Sciences fonds also contaipisciograph of a curling team dated
1922-19232 These records document the competing function.

The finding aid also identified textual recordsated to curling within the Faculty
of Physical Education and Recreation Studies fohdsse records relate to the
establishment of a University of Manitoba CurlinlgiCin 1949-50, and include a draft
constitution®® This draft constitution is evidence of the funatiaf administering the
business of curling, and is different from the otbarling records held at the UMA,
which primarily document the competing function.spite the presence of this
document, there was no evidence of minutes frontliizor other meetings that could
have provided a deeper understanding of the cuelkpgrience in a university setting.

The Physical Education and Recreation Studies fatsisholds correspondence
relating to the proposed development of a Canadiafing Hall of Fame and Museum
from 1978 to 1980. These records document the ragots between the university and
an organization established by the CCA called taeadian Curling Hall of Fame
Incorporated, for the purpose of building a dedidgthysical space on campus land for a
hall of fame. Correspondence related to this sulaso appears in the Office of the

President fonds; however, it appears that theafdse project was too great, and after

“8 University of Manitoba, Archives and Special Cotlens,
http://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/archives/cdileaes/complete holdings/ead/html/agriculture.shtmi
accessed 24 March 2011.

“9 University of Manitoba, Archives and Special Cotlens, Faculty of Physical Education and Recreatio
Studies fonds, UA 30, 028-024, 1949-1950, acceg&5ddarch 2011.
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the university initially approved it, the projecas/not completed. The records of these
negotiations document the commemorating functiahibustrate how important curling
in Winnipeg was to the national scene, as thew#y the chosen location of the national
curling hall of fame. This is an important aspecthis function as the CCA attempted to
set up a hall of fame to honour its competitors tanalttract new curlers into the sport.
For this thesis, it was not possible to travedltoural archival repositories in the
province of Manitoba. However, through email copasdence, and using a list of
archival repositories found on the Association @friioba Archives website, institutions
were contacted and those that responded identl&dcurling-related records. The
Minnedosa Regional Archives replied that they hdwseollection of minutes and
financial records for the Minnedosa Curling Club years 1983 to 2004. The archivist
advised that records of the curling club prior €3 burned and were destroyed while in
storage at a local busineSsAnother institution, the Altona and District Hexife
Research Centre, responded that they had no cueaugds>* The Beautiful Plains
Archives in Neepawa replied that they had two pY@phs related to teams competing
in bonspiels, and a homemade curling rock made &a@fice of oak tree. Penny Shaw,
the Archivist of the Carberry Plains Archives, itlBed that her institution had two fonds
related to curling and numerous newspaper clippiatgging to curling events held in the
area>? One was the Carberry Ladies Curling Club fondsjenap of minutes and
financial records. The other collection was thel@ary Rock Association fonds, which

documents the establishment of a skating and eurink in the community, and has a

*Y Email correspondence with Carol Ransom, Archiefgshe Minnedosa Regional Archives, 5 October
2010.

*1 Email correspondence with Al Schmidt, Altona aridtfict Heritage Research Centre, 5 October 2010.
2 Email correspondence with Penny Shaw, ArchivisEafberry Plains Archives, 13 October 2010.
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date range of 1921 to 1969. These samples of recatds show a dearth of photographs
relating to curling in the communities. The minutéshe local club, an important insight
into the workings of the clubs, which would refl¢ioe daily operations and difficulties
facing the clubs, appears to be missing or incotaplewould seem that the record of
curling in these rural towns is incomplete, althiotige records of the Carberry Plains
Archives and the Minnedosa Regional Archives doautrttee function of administrating
the business of curling. The minutes and finanaeabrds of the Carberry Ladies Curling
Club provide evidence of this function but onlytbé women'’s club.

There is another repository of curling records thaery important to the history
of the sport in Manitoba, and that is the Manit@haling Hall of Fame and Museum
(MCHEM). It was created in 1987 by the MCA and ML@# the purpose of collecting,
identifying, storing, exhibiting, and preservinghival materials that illustrate the
history of curling in Manitoba, especially as itynafer to hall of fame inductees and
provides very detailed evidence of the commemagdtinction. The collection was
housed in Winnipeg on the fifth floor of the Hud®Bay Company’s downtown store
where it shared rented space on a month-by-morsis lath the Manitoba Sports Hall of
Fame and Museum. In 2010 it moved to a locatiddpatrt Manitoba’s new headquarters
in a dedicated building. Some storage space was ianaallable for the collection, but
only a small display area was provided, and that eganmitted to curling artefacts. Most
of the MCHFM'’s collection, however, remains in stge boxes and has not yet been set
up to service the public, which makes analysisefdollection difficult. No electronic
finding aids exist and the collection is managedheyMCHFM'’s volunteer board of

directors, with an individual assigned the roldvifseum Director. The Museum
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Director’s duties are to “receive, document, aresprve” new acquisitior’s,but due to
fiscal restrains and lack of resources, the MCHFMNDt process large quantities of new
records, nor can the collection be properly disptagr opened to the public for access.
The collection primarily grows through passive damas and there is no active appraisal
program at present.

According to the Museum Director, Heather Helstbe, MCHFM'’s collection
contains a large range of various media includilmg, fphotographs, newspaper
clippings, clothing, and other ephemét#®laques of those curlers that have been
commemorated in the hall of fame hang on the wall @rovide evidence of the
commemorating function. The textual records incladeual reports of the MCA (now
CurlManitoba) from 1976 to 2010, and of the MLCAgrh 1959 to 2000. The holdings
also include the 1888 minute book of the ManitolbanBh of the RCCC, and the minute
books of the MLCA from 1946 to 1953. The MCHFM helthe MCA bonspiel programs
from 1903 to the present. The annual reports doatibhath the function of
administrating the business of curling and the cetng function. The financial records
of the MCA and MLCA are important to illustrate thestorical context of administrating
curling within Manitoba.

Curling sweaters from hall of fame inductees, agrlpatches, curling pins and
buttons, collectable spoons, trophies, brushesnso sweaters, and curling rocks all are
kept in the collection as museum artefacts. Theqgraph collection is quite extensive
and contains 2,284 images from 1888 to 2011. Phapbic albums and scrapbooks that

have been compiled from curling events or bonsmeist from 1888 to 2010, and

>3 Manitoba Curling Hall of Fame and Museum Inc.,BI@escriptions,” unpublished archive, February
20009.
** Heather Helston, interview with author, 14 Mar€i.2.
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provide an important record of the competing fumctiThe MCHFM also contains 1,260
newspaper clippings relating to curling in Manitolbae records held within the
MCHFM primarily document the competing function,tbhey capture the record of major
curling events, and, of course, the commemoratingtfon. Without an acquisition
budget, the collection grows mainly through donadiand the only active strategic
acquisition occurs when a major event is held, fiscthe 2010 Canadian Mixed
Championships at Morris. The MCHFM provided histatiexhibits at this event and
also arranged to have records from the champiogstapsferred to its collection, and is
an example of the commemorating function. The fioncdf administering the business
of curling is not as well documented within theawts of the MCHFM, but can be found
within the annual reports of the MCA and MLCA. Wiagipears to be missing are curling
club records such as minutes and financial infoionaffhe MCHFM does contain some
rosters that have been donated, and these prosdght into membership lists and the
number of leagues within clubs, but Helston indidahat only a few rosters were held,
and did not constitute a complete record. No rexoethting to rules enforcement were
held, but the brooms and brushes that have betscta, while artefacts, also illustrate
innovation in the sport. As technology advanced,dquipment changed, and the
collection of these brooms provide a physical rdatfrthis evolution. The MCHFM also
functions as a museum and that allows artefact$, as brooms, to be collected, as
opposed to the Archives of Manitoba, which as a&lyuarchival institution would not
acquire sports equipment under its collecting golic

The MCHFM'’s collection of records is extremely innfamt to the history of

curling in Manitoba, but at this time lacks thedintial backing to allow researchers to
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access them remotely. On CurlManitoba’s websie MICHFM'’s objectives are listed,
and so is a list of the inducte®However, there are no electronic finding aids or
identification of the existence of the archivalasts. The collection, as one would
expect, focuses heavily upon the MCA and the wisieéiprovincial events, but seems to
be missing the records of the local clubs. Withoyiroved financial and staff resources,
there can be no active collection of records oetsidunsolicited donations.

In conclusion, therefore, the records that are tétlin archival repositories are
predominately high-level records illustrating th@/grnment’s involvement in sport. The
model that was proposed in Chapter One utilizesoagpraisal, which examines the
functional context of records creation. The recatdsumenting funding, curling
championships, and rules and regulations can bedfaithin the sports infrastructure
above curling clubs, that being within the recastiSport Canada, the CCA, Sport
Manitoba, and CurlManitoba. These functions wowdddund and documented at these
top administrative levels, and archivists would neéd to collect these types of records
from the hundreds of clubs in Manitoba, as this doe redundant. However, the actual
delivery of the sport, the administration of cuglieagues, are not found within this top
level, nor was there any evidence of the sociadifimction. The competing function is
well represented in the archives, especially incdee of major championships. The
MCHFM does not solicit records, except in the aais€anadian championships, and
therefore the large major events are well docuneefitee various leagues that operate on
a weekly basis are not well documented, nor igitiivery of sport in club localities. The
textual records relating to these leagues couldipecan important look to the operations

of the clubs themselves, as they are the main te+generating entities within the clubs.

%5 Seehttp://www.curlmanitoba.org/halloffame
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The commemorating function is well documented atMCHFM, and would be
captured within this level; however, this functioould also occur at the club level as
members could receive local awards such as honplilmmemberships. Further
investigation is needed at the club level.

The function of administrating the business of iagris not well documented in
archival repositories. The minutes and financiabrds of curling clubs do not appear in
great numbers within the archival documentatioterkstingly, it appears that of the
records of these types that have been collectedjar portion of them appear to be from
the ladies leagues of clubs, which operate sepafaben men’s leagues and maintain
different operational minutes from the club’s. Thuaction needs to be more efficiently
documented.

The establishing and enforcing of rules functiorulddoe documented at the
national level within the CCA. Manitoba’s involventewithin the national association
would mean that these records would be capturdteatational level. However, if any
rules specific to curling in Manitoba exist outswfehe official rules of the CCA or the
MCA, then they would be found within niche leaguwethin the various clubs. No
records have been captured that document anyatitgs nature.

Chapter One began the big-picture examination dinguby providing the
context of sport in Canada. Chapter Two narroweddalus by moving from the top to
examine the context of curling first in Canada, #reh in Manitoba. By using this
context, Chapter Two proposed five functions ofingrand examined the holdings of
curling records already held within archival reposes at the national level and in

Manitoba. Chapter Three will complete the top-dapproach proposed in Chapter One
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by looking at the records produced by the orgainatat the bottom of curling

hierarchy, the clubs and leagues themselves. Tangalcsh this, this thesis will examine
the records of three clubs, two in Winnipeg andralrclub, and examine how they differ
from the records that have been identified in Céaptvo. Once these records have been
examined, this thesis will identify the recordsttblaould be preserved and suggest a

framework for a records management program foiragidiubs.
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Chapter 3

Sports Records - Not Just Wins and Losses

The records of three curling clubs in Manitoba Ww#l examined in this chapter:
the Assiniboine Memorial Curling Club, the Deer gedCurling Club, and the
Springfield Curling Club. This chapter will providebrief history of each club, analyze
the functions and structures of each to determave they are similar or different from
those identified in Chapter Two, and finally examthe records that each club produces.
Once the functions and structures have been ideshtihe appraisal guidelines will be
offered based on the records that have been captueschival repositories, and which
need to be targeted. This chapter will concludsumgesting a records management
model for clubs to aid in the preservation of fetoeecords that are important to the

historical documentation of curling in Manitoba.

Curling Clubs

Curling clubs are responsible for the front-lindivkry of the sport and compete
with other clubs for members within the limited yteg season. In business, companies
attempt to secure the largest market share andtdafether competitors to maximize
profits. Sports clubs, however, are different frother free-market businesses in that
while conscious of the bottom line, clubs needrthempetition, other curling clubs, to
remain in business to ensure their sport remaroagt Other objectives such as

providing benefits to its own members or meetingigsinity service obligations may
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take precedence over financial objectivVellost curling clubs are private clubs run by a
volunteer board of governors or directors. Thesgegung boards are typically
responsible for establishing the rules, regulatiamsl procedures needed to operate the
club, setting policies that guide the developmémrograms and services offered to the
membership, hire and work with staff of the clulbptpct its assets, and to represent it to
the membership and community in genéral.

Curling clubs are primarily responsible for theumdtdelivery of the sport, but
they also play a significant social role in theenamunities, whether in an urban or rural
setting. Heather Mair, a University of Waterloorestion and leisure studies professor,
has been conducting an ethnographic study on curlihg clubs as places of leisure,
funded through a financial support of the SociaéB8ces and Humanities Research
Council and Sport Canadavair spent over 600 hours collecting stories amideicting
interviews in twenty-two rural curling clubs acrd8anadd. She found that rural clubs
survived financially by operating as a sport chatth centre, senior centre, diner,
restaurant, pub, community centre, and dance’l#dting with these additional roles,
Mair also found that rural clubs provided inforrmatworks of support and allowed
members to establish relationships outside of faamid work. Sport Canada funded
another study on the role of curling in promotihg tnental, physical, emotional, and

social health of women in rural Canada. This threar study will conclude in 2012 and

! Russell Hoye, Aaron Smith, Hans Westerbeek, Bew&it, and Mathew NicholsoBport Management,
Principles and Applications (Burlington, MA: Elsevier Ltd., 2006), pp. 4-5.

2 canadian Curling Association,

http://cdn.curling.ca/wpcontent/uploads/2010/01/8t6a A _Board_of Directors.pdéccessed 1 April
2011.

3 Heather Mair, “Club Life: Third Place and Sharesidure in Rural Canadal,sisure Sciences: An
Interdisciplinary Journal 31.5 (2009), pp. 450-65.

* Jean Mills, “Kin with Brooms, Canadian Geographic, December 2010, p. 30.

® Mair, “Club Life,” p. 462.
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is led by a research team at the University of esDntario. As part of the study,
between fifty and sixty women from eight commurstie Nova Scotia, Manitoba,
Ontario, and the Northwest Territories were givameras and logbooks to record their
curling experiences over a two-week peridthe study, while not yet concluded, has
already shown that curling plays an important daci@ for women through the long,
isolating winters in rural communitiésNo study has yet been conducted on the social
impact of urban curling clubs, but even with maislire choices in urban settings, it
seems safe to conclude that these clubs also h#s@sasome analogous social impact.
This thesis will examine the records of three cJuthg the social impact of
curling clubs may not be reflected explicitly iretrecords. If this is the case,
documenting this social importance will be somegtimat archivists should target
through documentation strategies, including orsidmy interviews, and focus on their

collecting policies. This thesis will now examietrecords of the three case clubs.

Assiniboine Memorial Curling Club

The Assiniboine Memorial Curling Club (AMCC) wassti established in 1929
by a group of First World War veterans and wasaatied in 1962 to the present site at
Vimy Road and Hamilton AvenueThe club was built with financial assistance geine
through the sale of shares for the Assiniboine M@&ghQurling Club Holding Company,

which secured a loan and then effectively owneditile On 7 January 1972 a fire

6 Randy Richmond, “Curling focus of rural life stutly,ondon Free Press, 5 February 2010,
http://www.lfpress.com/news/london/2010/02/04/1208B htm| accessed 2 April 2011.

" John Lewandowski, “Small towns connect througHiegtWinnipeg Free Press, 17 March 2011,
http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/sports/curling/#rt@mvns-connect-through-curling-
118154109.html?device=mobijlaccessed 2 April 2011.

8 Assiniboine Memorial Curling Club, “Historytittp://www.curlamcc.ca/history.htraccessed 9
November 2006.
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destroyed the club rooms and part of the arenat bfdke original building over the ice
was saved and an additional identical building tuait alongside, increasing the AMCC
from a four-sheet to an eight-sheet facility. Noarels now exist prior to the fire of 1972.
In 2002 the club cancelled all shares and createshaclub constitution for a non-profit,
non-shareholder corporation. The AMCC is governgd liolunteer board of directors
that meet once a month to conduct club businessb®hard of directors appoints
standing committees to look after the many clubvaigs on behalf of the board. These
committees, typically made up of only one membeo wghappointed as the chair,
perform the daily activities of the club. An examgif this is the “Ice and House
Committee.” The chairperson is responsible forghgsical maintenance of the building.
This position places heavy demands on the voluntdn requiring the chairperson to
be at the club every day.

The board of directors also sets the prices foreogals and membership fees,
although does not necessarily collect all the mdray individuals. The board of
directors only collects money from players of then's leagues and the mixed league,
while all other leagues collect money from theadae members and submit the final
total to the board through the ice-rental chairperd/ost of these leagues have their own
boards, which is a legacy from when the club whslding company. The women'’s,
seniors (over fifty years old), and masters (owelys/ears old) leagues were not
considered as members prior to 2003, as only sblets from the men’s leagues could
be members. When the club changed its constititi@903, the definition of “member”

was changed to include all leagues that are d#diavith the AMCC. So while women

® Information regarding the Assiniboine Memorial (g Club comes from the author’s experiences as a
board member of the club.
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are now full members, they maintain a separatedogigecific to their league that
arranges their playing schedules and social evéhtye are also leagues that still rent
ice from the club, but are not affiliated and operiadependently of the AMCC. An
example of this is the military league, which igyoopen to service personnel.

Aside from weekly leagues, the AMCC also hostsmlmer of bonspiels
throughout the year, which are administered byetrent organizers. All clubs give up
their ice for the MCA Bonspiel in January, and ailtgh CurlManitoba does pay the
clubs for the use of the ice sheets, the amoudasssthan half of what the club would
normally charge for ice rentals. Clubs agree te ti@gative financial arrangement with
CurlManitoba because the bonspiel brings large rumbf curlers to the club, and
generates extra revenue in their bar and restaurbatMCA Bonspiel also gives curlers
a chance to see different clubs and if they lileeitte or the facility, there is a possibility
that they may become members in that club theviatig year. It is for these
opportunities that clubs are also willing to giverfManitoba a reduced rate.

There are also four annual bonspiels that mustheduled into the curling
season at the AMCC. One is a large bonspiel fapjuurlers, another is the “Aboriginal
Mixed Curling Bonspiel,” and two others are helddayporate entities, the “Hospitals
Bonspiel,” made up of employees of Winnipeg Hodpjtand the “Westjet Bonspiel,”
made up of employees of the airline.

The board of directors operate within the AMC(tgeatives, as stated in the
club’s internal document, the “Board of Directonsdrmation Handbook.” These
objectives are:

1. Promote all phases of curling;
2. Affiliate with the MCA;
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Be a democratic, non-sectarian, non-political, pooiit, limited liability
corporation;

Foster a spirit of unity, comradeship, and goodtspeanship amongst members;
Acquire and manage all assets of the club;

Be a good and proud member of the community;

Provide good curling ice to the communtty.

No ok

To “be a good and proud member of the communitys wat articulated within
the objectives of CurlManitoba or the CCA. Thigyrad with the fourth objective, “foster
a spirit of unity, comradeship, and good sportsrhgmamongst members,” are reflected
through records relating to public relations anci@cevents at the club. These objectives
are evidence of the socializing function and retatestablishing a sense of community
for members, and supports the study conducted by aid the research team led by the
University of Western Ontario that curling clubg &ibrant places of social community
interaction. The socializing function encompassesdctivities of providing a sense of
belonging, companionship, identity, and communihoagst members.

The AMCC also benefits by establishing this serffssommunity as the club’s
operations are dependent on volunteers from thebaeship, and from the loyalty of
members to pay dues and to continue to pay theteyf care about their club and take a
sense of pride and ownership in it, then the mesaer more likely to donate their time
and money in supporting it financially, volunteerion the board of directors, or actively
promoting it in the community. Evidence of thisiaity is seen at the AMCC through
their “Friday Night Dinners.” These dinners arechigl the club’s lounge throughout the
curling season, and individuals of the differemigees are able to mingle and establish
relationships not possible if they only played andialized on their respective evenings.

Members also attend because of feeling that bygdedn they are “supporting the club.”

10 Assiniboine Memorial Curling Club, “Board of Direcs Information Booklet,” ca. 2003.
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Another example of the socializing function is figoriginal Mixed Curling
Bonspiel as mentioned above. This bonspiel is apghayers of Aboriginal descent, and
operates over three days and has a capacity fiyrdaght teams. The event features
$9,000 in prize money, and has live bands and damecethe Friday and Saturday
evenings, providing a large social element to thespiel. The bonspiel is an example of
a specific community coming together in both contjet and celebration. The festive
atmosphere and musical acts are as much a pér efvent as the curling itself. This is
again an example of the socializing function, Inet AMCC does not document it in their
official records, aside from the contract for ieatal. Archivists should be interested in
such kinds of bonspiels across many curling clabst documents an underrepresented
demographic within the curling landscape, illustsathe diversity of the sport’s
participants, and Aboriginal social bonding in aban setting.

Documenting this socializing function, howevers@newhat problematic as
records that would identify this function are n&ely to be found within the official
records of the clubs. To counter this, the examptae University of Western Ontario-
led study gave their subjects cameras and logbimotexord their experiences through
curling. In the example of the Aboriginal Mixed @ing Bonspiel, archivists would have
to rely upon the photographs that individuals atékient produce, or capture the records
from the bonspiel's organizers, who are not ati@dawith the AMCC. In today’s
technological world, with the proliferation of caragohones and similar mobile
electronic devices, collecting photographs fromdmiel participants may be an effective
strategy for archivists along with more public eatin, to complement the official

record for a “total” archive of curling.
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An analysis of the records shows that the AMCCleobbjectives are
documented in the club’s holdings. The activitieghe first objective, “to promote all
phases of curling,” are found in documents relatongdvertising and marketing. As the
club struggles with both a declining and aging mersbip, this objective becomes
increasingly important as it must find new waystwwact new curlers. This objective is
evidence of the function of administering the bassof curling.

The second objective, “affiliate with the MCA,” wesflected in correspondence
between the AMCC and CurlManitoba. This objectias baused some strain as
CurlManitoba has proposed a new affiliation feectire to be based on number of
curlers, which changes from the previous model¢hatged by number of ice sheets that
were used. This will result in a higher affiliatitee to be paid by the club to
CurlManitoba. This tension was reflected in the thbhminutes of the board of
director’'s meeting, and initiated a discussion&fihg to charge individual curlers more
dues to cover the cost of affiliation. There wdeealing that as the focus of the CCA and
CurlManitoba is turning to developing higher penfiance athletes and Olympic
champions, the clubs were being left behind in Karlitoba policy.

The third objective, “be a democratic, non-seeatarnon-political, non-profit,
limited liability corporation,” and the fifth objéwe, “acquire and manage all assets of
the club,” and the sixth objective, “to provide gozurling ice to the community,” relate
to the function of administering the business afing, and are represented through the
financial, administrational, executive committeantan resource management, and long-
term planning records. The monthly minutes, andsérai-annual and annual meeting

reports that are produced, also contain informatai relate to these objectives, and to
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some degree contain information relating to alihef objectives. The use of the word
“‘community” in the final objective also indicates amphasis on the sense of community
and the club’s self-perceived place in, and sehsesponsibility towards, the community
where it is located.

One of the most pressing issues facing curlingschre aging buildings, with the
high cost associated to repair and maintain thar@0D6 the AMCC embarked on a
fundraising campaign to rebuild the roof of thelglwhich carried a price tag of
$250,000. The club applied for grants from the proal and municipal governments
and Manitoba Hydro and received monies totalling3200. The remainder was paid by
membership donations and through a line of créttié large price tag is illustrative of
the difficulties facing not-for-profit organizatiersuch as the AMCC and also shows
government’s investment in the clubs. This is evadeof the state-citizen interaction to
which archivists are sensitive in their appraisadtegies. Furthermore, at a “raising the
roof” social event, politicians from the provincedathe City of Winnipeg were on hand
to shake hands and make speeches. Further investif@und that the politicians came
out to a number of events throughout the seasdmyesar to connect with the club’s
membership. When Kerry Burtnyk’'s AMCC team won 2899 Manitoba provincial
championship there was a traditional send-off erteam bound for the national
championship that attracted approximately 250 wethers. This event was also
attended by representatives of the federal, praadinend municipal governments who
wished the Burtnyk team good luck at the Brier.sTisievidence of the competing
function, as the club celebrated Burtnyk’s victorghe championship, but it also

demonstrates the socializing function, as pastpaesent members of the club came out
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in a support role. The presence of three levetgpoeernment highlighted the event’s
importance to the community. Although beyond thepscof this thesis, it would be
interesting to examine clubs in other provincesde if politicians regularly visited their
clubs, or if this phenomenon was limited to Winmgper Manitoba, or even the wider
Prairie region where curling may enjoy a greatsibility and popularity than elsewhere.

Other records at the AMCC include multiple alburhglmotographs from various
provincial and national events held at the cluldl athers illustrate life around the club,
such as work parties, fundraising events, Hallowssarces, celebratory dinners, and
year-end trophy presentations. These records &ileree of the competing function, but
also the socializing function. The photographs, &eosv, are not described and there is
risk of losing their contextual value as older ctubmbers move away and are unable to
identify the individuals they contain.

The AMCC'’s records are held in a filing cabinet amthe personal possession of
former board members. A discussion with a pastigeeas of the club confirmed that
there was no formal record-keeping system in piat¢ke club, and in fact, many
“records” were thrown out as they became obsoleteed on the amount of space they
occupied. To paraphrase his words: if they cluttene the office, they were thrown
out™ The formal minutes, resolutions, by-laws, rulesj eegulations of the club were
maintained and provide a formal look into the ctubperations. The function of
administering the business of curling and the camgdunction were well documented
within these records. The socializing function, leeer, was not formally documented

and exists in collections outside of the officetords of the club, or only by implication

" Doug Rosler, Past President of Assiniboine Mem@ialing Club, interview with author, 6 November
2007.
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within them, such as the example of the AborigBahspiel. The more informal records
can be found with former members, and with leagbaswere not affiliated with the
club or its board of directors. Archivists shouksléspecially aware of this socializing

function and endeavour to work with clubs to docomhiebetter.

Deer Lodge Curling Club

The Deer Lodge Curling Club (DLCC) was establisheder the name of the
Assiniboia Curling Club in 1919. The members of thé organized the Deer Lodge
Curling Association Limited with the goal to bugdnew curling arena and facility. In
1920 a six-sheet facility named as the Deer Lodgirig) Club was built at Bruce
Avenue and Truro Street. The Curling rink was se&daon the banks of Truro Creek,
which caused the building’s foundation to constasllift, and the flood of 1950 further
damaged the club. The Deer Lodge Curling Club tethivas formed to establish a new
building and in 1957 a new facility at 425 Woodla$eet was erected entirely through
volunteer labour. In 1988 the club underwent retiona to the facility at a cost of
$425,000, funded through a $100,000 grant frommthaicipal government, a $56,000
grant from the provincial government, and a $250,0@rtgage. A new women'’s locker
room was built, the parking lot was resurfaced,itledfield renewed, and the clubrooms
were completely renovatéd.

The DLCC is managed by a board of fifteen diregtetected at the annual
meeting of shareholders. Like the AMCC, the bodrdieectors meet once a month to
discuss club business, and hold a shareholder mge®tice a year in what are known as

the semi-annual and annual meetings. Minutes aeddzgexist for all these meetings.

12 Deer Lodge Curling Club, “A Brief History of Deépdge,”
http://www.deerlodgecurlingclub.ca/AboutUsHistortyrih, accessed 9 April 2011.
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The DLCC'’s objectives as identified in its by-laau® to promote the game of curling
and such other social and athletic activities ag beadeemed by the club to be advisable
and expedient; and to afford all the usual privelggadvantages, conveniences, and
accommodation of a sports and social cftib.

The DLCC's constitution identifies three differdgpes of members: shareholder
members; honorary members, as elected by the lobaicectors; and associate
members, which do not hold shares, but are givemssion and privileges of the club,
and include juniors, ladies, or studelitéfter six consecutive years, members of the
men’s league are eligible to become shareholdepertent upon the club’s board of
directors’ approval. Once a vote is passed, the Imeeimecomes a shareholder and holds
a vote at business meetings.

Unlike the AMCC, the leagues that rent ice frora BLCC are not considered
members, but rather are known as “renters,” or fmraally as “associate leagues.”
Each year, the club hosts a social evening andresfiiel” for these associate leagues.
This night gives the club a chance to show theireqiation to the leagues and to build a
sense of camaraderie. This is an example of thalsmeg function, but also by putting
on an event for what are essentially the DLCC’sausrs, the club can hope that the
customers are made to feel appreciated, and witirnge their business there. The
socializing function is particularly noteworthytae DLCC. The club hosts multiple
social evenings throughout the season aimed agibgrcurlers together to build that
sense of community and pride in the club, and tegee revenue. Each January, the

DLCC holds a “New Year’'s Day Levee” where club asdociate members and their

3 Deer Lodge Curling Club, “General By-Law numbesfthe Deer Lodge Curling Club Limited,”
unpublished document held in the club’s generateff1984.
14 |

Ibid.

107



spouses are invited to the club for a light lunct gor a competition known as the
“turkey shoot.* In this competition, participants attempt to thrawurling rock closest
to the button, or centre of the target, in ordewiio a frozen turkey or a bottle of alcohol.
Another major social event at DLCC is the annuabfaising dinner and dance. This
event is a casual dinner with a theme such asitalr Hawaiian night, and its major
goals are to raise money for the operations othhie, and to provide an evening of
social enjoyment for the membership. The evenery well attended each year, and
illustrates strong support for the club. The praseieom the event'’s ticket sales and
prize draws directly contribute to the clubs opegbudget. The club also hosts a
number of annual bonspiels, including two juniongpiels, the St. James Teachers
Bonspiel, and the “Winnipeg Steelmen’s AssociaBBamspiel.”

The “Antlers” associate league is open for men &Wtsrfive years of age, and
operates on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays g iding league and social club.
Curlers may sign up as full members in the leaguas clubhouse members who do not
curl but are able to participate in the other o#-activities of the DLCC. Throughout the
curling season, the members of the Antlers plagixand other games. League rules
stipulate that all teams must ensure that at teastmembers are available to play in the
cribbage tournaments. The Antlers also hold optidag and pool tournaments
throughout the year. This league, although notiafly considered a DLCC member
league, illustrates the objectives of the clubcgmally “to afford all the usual
privileges, advantages, conveniences, and accontranad a sports and social club,”
and is a very good example of the socializing fiamcof curling. The off-ice activities

are as important as the on-ice activities of thaglie, and as such need to be captured as

15 Colin McLachlan, Past President of Deer Lodge i@grClub, interview with author, 7 May 2011.
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archives as a reflection of Manitoba society. Téw@ords of the Antlers league are to be
found in the documents and photographs held bietgue and members, and not within
the official records of the DLCC.

The upstairs club room of the DLCC contains a neindf plaques and trophies
dedicated to commemorating past champions and perhimembers of the club. There
are a number of displays dedicated to former clelmbrer Jim Welsh, who was inducted
into the Canadian Curling Hall of Fame in 1983. $¥ednd his curling teams won
provincial championships in 1933, 1937, 1947, a@84land won the Canadian
championship in 1947. The DLCC has the curling lped¢ pins, and a curling sweater
from Welsh’s championship teams in a display caseyell a plague commemorating his
team. This recognition of a champion such as Wislglvidence of the commemorating
function. The records of these champions, howearernot unique to the club and are
also found within the Manitoba Curling Hall of Famied Museum (MCHFM). The
DLCC also inducts honourary life members of théoc@tithe annual men’s league
windup, which also demonstrates the commemoratingtion. The DLCC recognizes
individuals that have contributed to the club tlglowompetition or through the long-
term administration of the club, and once indudtexy do not have to pay membership
fees at the club and are honoured at the men’s-wjindinner each year. There are
eighty-four honourary life members of DLCC at presé and are specific to the DLCC
and are not documented by halls of fame or othgararations, but rather within the

club’s annual reports, meeting minutes, and orchhie’s website.

1 Deer Lodge Curling Cluthttp://www.deerlodgecurlingclub.ca/AboutUsHallofFeuttm| accessed 1
May 2011.
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The function of administering the business ofiagris documented within the
DLCC business records, which are very similar ®AMCC'’s records. Invoices,
membership application forms, and other adminiseaecords are to be found within
the filing cabinets. The club has had to undergm t®cent major building repairs to the
roof in 2000-01 and again in 2009. The 2009 ropahecost $175,000 and was funded
through government grants, including $68,000 from€ity of Winnipeg, and rebates
totalling $10,500 from Manitoba Hydrd.The record of the grants and applications for
the grants will also be found within the recordshe responsible government agencies.

Both the DLCC and the AMCC have undergone majoairggo their buildings
as their facilities age. The monthly minutes anenaig, as well as the semi-annual and
annual minutes of the DLCC, provide a snapshobhefigsues most important and
pressing to their particular club. Although thessues will be similar to those facing all
other curling clubs, it is those that are spec¢tithe DLCC that can provide an insight to
the functions of curling. For example, the socializfunction and activities that support
this function will be different from club to clufhe annual fundraising dinner of the
DLCC shows a level of financial support from thembership that does not exist at the
AMCC. This socializing function, as was illustratedhe AMCC records, is not
necessarily documented within the official recand anust be captured through the
records or memories of the members. Archivists mask with the officials of the clubs
to be put into contact of those members who magggonsible for the social events of

the various leagues and clubs. These records miouhd with those that participated in

" Deer Lodge Curling Club, “2008 Annual Meeting,”
http://www.deerlodgecurlingclub.ca/MiscAnnualMeedBthtm| Accessed 9 April 2011.
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the social functions, and not on club premisefyarecording oral histories with key

observers and members.

Springfield Curling Club

The Springfield Curling Club (SCC) is locatedlre town of Dugald in the Rural
Municipality of Springfield™® In 1943 individuals interested in curling asked th
Springfield Agricultural Society if they could usee of their buildings for a curling rink.
Permission was granted, and one curling sheettafalace was made in the middle of
the building, with ice for skating built on eith&ide of the curling ice. In 1946 a curling
club was established and a second sheet was asldeddmmodate the increased interest
in the sport, and the building became dedicateelystd curling. In 1948 the curling club
was named the Springfield Curling Club (SCC), afliégding was added to the arena to
function as a kitchen. During the summer monthsabse the curling club was situated
on the agricultural society’s land, the arena wsedito pen animals for various summer
fairs. At this time, the members of the SCC wes® @ll members of the Agricultural
Society™®

In 1960 the popularity of the sport had grown ameew building was needed to
accommodate the expanding interest in the gamesatite SCC established the
Springfield Rink Limited to sell shares to rais@ital to finance the new construction. A
new four-sheet rink was built through volunteer ky@nd financed through the sale of
the shares, a fundraising drive, and a governmamt gA lease agreement was signed by

the club and the Springfield Agricultural Societshich allowed the SCC to receive some

18 See the Springfield Curling Clubttp://www.springfieldcurlingclub.cahAccessed 14 April 2011.
¥ The history of the Springfield Curling Club is ledson an interview conducted with club official May
McLeod, 30 April 2011.
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added benefits, such as getting some taxes forgimdrhaving insurance covered
through the society. The building continued to bediby the Agricultural Society in the
summer months for craft and other exhibitions. 3K added an artificial ice plant to
the new building, and put in a concrete floor smdhena could be used for other
functions in the summer months, and is rented @usdcials, weddings, and other events
such as trade shows. Once this new club was thaltSpringfield Rink Limited was no
longer active within the club. In the late 1980s ttub needed upgrading and
enhancements, and once again the Springfield Rmkéd was used to buy shares for
financing. The club room was renovated and a grarmpening was held on 15
December 1990. With this re-opening, new emphaasplaced on being a shareholder,
which anybody could be. The SCC enjoyed large meshige numbers and priority for
league openings were given to shareholders. Thésmgoamen'’s, and mixed leagues
were thought of as members, and all other leagees wonsidered “renters.” The board
of directors of the Springfield Rink Limited alserses as the SCC’s board of directors,
and is made up of twelve individuals, and like ottw@ling clubs, have a monthly
meeting and hold an annual and semi-annual meegiag to all members. The records
of the minutes of these meetings are kept on-site.

In the 2000s membership began to decline anddaemkgveloped between the
Agricultural Society and the SCC, as the member®nger necessarily belong to both
organizations as they once did. The lease betwesn has become “open to
negotiation,” and the Agricultural Society has sbped the term of the leaSk.
Volunteers continue to help out with maintenancthefclub, but the long-time

proprietor of the restaurant recently retired, Hrelclub has assumed control of the bar

2 McLeod, interview with author, 30 April 2011.
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and restaurant. Where before the SCC would rentheutitchen facilities to a proprietor,
the club now runs the restaurant and must hiré ataf stock supplies. The non-curling
community of Dugald uses the restaurant, but becthese is another restaurant in town,
the club does not promote its service. It does piterfspecial” dinners on their website,
however, such as a steak dinner evening.

The SCC hosts various social functions throughleeitcurling season such as
Halloween and Grey Cup parties. In the summercliie continues to rent out the
facility for social events, but because of a destinvolunteer base, they do not schedule
as many functions as there is no one to superesbuilding. Furthermore, as the
building ages, the wear and tear on the facility thuthe social events must be mitigated.

Similar to the other two clubs discussed above 3G€’s club room contains the
trophies and banners from the past competition @riWhat is unique to the SCC is the
presence of approximately thirty photograph albamd scrapbooks documenting past
curling seasons of the club. These albums contaatographs from approximately 1943
to 2010, and depict winners of club events, contipes held at the club, social
functions, year-end wind-ups, and life around tdub cThese albums document the
business, competing, and socializing functionsuolireg within the SCC context. These
albums are a valuable insight into the curling, léad unlike the DLCC or the AMCC,
the socializing function has been well capturedinmithe records of the club. At the
SCC, it has been the past practice that these allvare been brought out to be viewed
by the members. In recent years, however, the ghapbs have been taken using a
digital camera, and they have not been printedioéiven added to the club’s website.

This represents a serious risk to the record otline, as these photographs and the
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history they document will be lost, unless there active digital records preservation
strategies put in place.

The three clubs all maintain very similar recoMsth the activities of the three
clubs identified by examining their operations dmgtory, and their surviving records,
appraisal guidelines can now be advanced by comparat has been collected in
Chapter Two at a higher archival levels above eadh, and what is being produced at

the local levels, in the clubs themselves.

Appraisal Guidelines

In order to achieve the total archive for the doeatation of curling in Manitoba,
both government records and private records musaptired within an appraisal
strategy. Records that document curling are tmbad at a wide range of archival
repositories in Canada and in Manitoba. Some auricords are already safely captured
and held in these institutions.

Library and Archives Canada holds the records @rSpanada, which document
the national sport policy. The records of the Caa€urling Association are also found
at the national archives, but need to be collectedmore comprehensive manner by that
institution. No records relating to the nationalivkry of programs relating to curling
need to be collected at the provincial associatidocal club level.

Records that are created by the various level®eémment about curling clubs
should be retained by their respective originatffgges. Examples of these are
government grants. Any federal grants that aresidsuill be captured within the federal
departments or at the Library and Archives Canhdzaugh their government records

program. Grants issued by the Province of Manitmbiae City of Winnipeg likewise are
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acquired within their records. These will also leédhwithin the curling clubs, but should
not be targeted at that level as archival documents

The City of Winnipeg departments will hold munidipacords such as tax
assessments, building permits, and other propefdymation relating to the curling
clubs of Winnipeg. These records need not be cagtat the club level.

The Archives of Manitoba (AM) and the Manitoba @QuglHall of Fame and
Museum (MCHFM) mainly document the functions of gmting, commemorating, and
administering the business of curling. Photograghsinners of the various competitions
are well documented within the collections.

The Archives of Manitoba also holds records of npooation for curling clubs,
and maintains some minutes and roster books. Treeseds of curling clubs, however,
are not collected in a strategic manner and ddutigtdocument the context of Manitoba
curling. This gap exists because of their policyof actively acquiring private records.
The Archives of Manitoba is the archival reposittoythe records of Sport Manitoba
and of the Minister Responsible for Sport as patheir government records program.

The Manitoba Curling Hall of Fame and Museum isrtiast active archival
institution accepting curling records, althoughatily in the collection of the records of
large championship events held in the provinces Tirstitution holds the annual reports
of CurlManitoba from 1976 to 2010, which providesdence of the function of
administering the business of curling. These rezdhdstrate the high-level policy for
the sport within the province.

The records that document the actual delivery dfrguat the local level will be

found in curling club records. Collecting the red®of all clubs would not be necessary

115



nor desirable; if the records of all the clubs iarNtoba were collected, they alone may
well fill up an entire archival repository. Insteadchivists should collect the records
from clubs that are representative of the variegsons of the province. CurlManitoba
has divided Manitoba into the Parkland, Centrakrake, Westman, Eastman, Norman,
and Winnipeg regions for competition purpo$earchivists can utilize these divisions
and select the records from two or three clubs feaich region to represent curling in the
province, as well as any special clubs notewortinyteir clientele or champions, or their
ethnic, occupational, or Aboriginal focus. Thoseorels that should be targeted for
preservation include the club’s constitution, whial document the mandates and
functions unique to each of the clubs and commemitThe annual reports and meeting
minutes of each club should also be targeted fdriaal preservation. These reports
document the function of administering the busiressurling, but can also include
indirect documentation of the socializing functibimough social committee reports.
These monthly minutes and reports should be coresicss records of an active business
(the curling club), and should not be open to oth&d-party business interests that may
take advantage of information found therein foirtba/n benefit. An example could be a
proposed increase in membership fees. A rival culdd undercut the fee to attract
business (leagues) away from the first club.

The commemorating function is well documented atNtanitoba Curling Hall of
Fame and Museum. Local curling clubs do producerdscthat relate to this function
through the honouring of members or by making themourary life members. These
club members illustrate the dedication and theesehsommunity that is present within

these institutions. The Manitoba Curling Hall oht@and Museum captures those

2L CurlManitoba, http://www.curlmanitoba.org/clubs-boundariescessed 13 August, 2011.
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records that document the commemorating functiothiose that have furthered curling
within the province, but do not, in most casesnidg those that have made exceptional
contributions to their local clubs. The club lisftsheir honourary life members and any
information about them should be acquired to doaurttee commemorating function.
The annual reports and monthly minutes can alsadstrate this function, as the
induction of such members may be recorded withemth

The socializing function was not documented to great extent within the
records that were collected by archival institusiofhis function was found in records
within the curling clubs, but outside of the club@ministrative records, and will
therefore need to be captured by collecting therdscfrom individuals associated with
various leagues that may not be officially consedeas members based on the definitions
of each club’s constitution. If Manitoba is to pegege and document the functions of
curling in the province, archival institutions wilave to take a more active role in the
acquisition and preservation of the records ofsth&alizing function, and perhaps need
to focus on public programming to educate locabslar leagues on how to document
this function. The socializing function will notrsive in the archival record unless
archivists actively raise the consciousness oféhgolved in that activity to create and
maintain relevant records of it. Further contribgtto this lack of documentary evidence
is that both the Manitoba Curling Hall of Fame &mdseum and the Archives of
Manitoba currently do not actively pursue privageards, which include curling club
records.

The records that document those underrepresentaatiety and in curling, such

as Aboriginals, should be identified as archival antively acquired. Examples of these
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types of records are those of the Aboriginal Mixadling Bonspiel at the Assiniboine
Memorial Curling Club. Another example of a leagliat needs to be documented is the
Keystone Rainbow League of the Granite Curling Chpen to gay, lesbian, and bi-
sexual curler§? These leagues and bonspiels are illustrativeeftbwing diversity in
curling and need to be documented.

Also missing from current archival collections aral histories and private
histories of the curling experience. There are eéxs@nal films or audio tapes from
private individuals that may contain documentaryglerce of the competing or
socializing functions. In order to capture thesmrds, a number of strategies could be
employed. Archivists could actively enter the clidsnterview and collect these
histories, or archival institutions could hire stats to do this work. Curling clubs could
also take this upon themselves to capture thesarieis to build morale amongst the
members and to use it as a promotional tool ta@ttrew curlers. Archivists could also
rely upon scholarly investigations by historiang;tsas the study undertaken by Heather
Mair. The most likely solution is a partnershipatifinterested stakeholders. Curling
clubs should seek out the expertise of archiviststastorians in order to document the
missing functions. Not only would this benefit tlab financially through establishing a
sense of shared history with members, thus ensthigigcontinuing loyalty and
membership, but archivists would also be givenajygortunity to acquire or otherwise
preserve the records they need to illustrate thetfons of curling. Historians could also
be consulted, and they could be afforded a rarecghto document an important part of

Canadian culture through access to curling club beem

22 See Keystone Rainbow Curling Leaghtip://keystonecurling.comaccessed 12 May 2011.
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The historical records of curling clubs identifigblove that document the
functions of the sport should be forwarded to thenibba Curling Hall of Fame and
Museum. The largest physical extent of curling rdsas found there, and it should
continue to be the primary collecting institutidine MCHFM should endeavour to
capture the records from representative clubs initdaa, and the presence of electronic
records should make forwarding copies of meetinguteis and digital photographs more
feasible.

However, there are risks associated with havingthgitoba Curling Hall of
Fame and Museum as the primary collecting agencguuding, as, currently at least, it
lacks the resources to fully or properly documéetgport. One strategy for increasing
revenues is to apply for grants from the CanadiannCil of Archives. Many similar
collecting agencies rely upon such grants to leineporary staff to work on a specific
records group or the collection as a whole. Anositieategy would be to actively pursue
financial donors who would contribute specificdlty the preservation of the records.
Potential donors may include the past winners gbnaurling events, such as national or
world champions, or corporate sponsors of curraring teams or curling equipment
suppliers. Past champions may be more willing toad® to ensure their legacy is
persevered for the future, and corporations maytsehance to have their name
associated with the hall of fame as an advertiepyprtunity. Another strategy is to
commercialize their collection. A model for the MEM to learn from is National
Hockey League Hall of Fame in Toronto, which ishhygsuccessful because it is able to
charge for the use of old pictures and films. Ttregkat for purchasing curling

photographs and films may not yet exist, but tdpicsplays can draw in audiences and
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create awareness of the collection. For examptengeip a display around the 2013
Olympic Curling Trials, a very highly anticipatedant to be held in Winnipeg that is
expected to be watched by a large audience, canidtarested patrons and provide
opportunities to grow the profile of the MCHFM.

The MCHFM already does an excellent job of attegdirajor hosting events to
collect the appropriate records, but lacks theursss to go to clubs and ensure that their
best records are preserved and does not havetal ghigiservation program. Furthermore,
the MCHFM does not yet have electronic finding dltlt can be accessed remotely,
which makes researching difficult. Even if therer@van electronic finding aid, any
increase in the number of research requests waddumelm the one person who
oversees the collection. Conversely, the Archiiddanitoba has the capacity and
resources to properly document curling in Manitdid,it does not actively acquire
private records.

Records of champions are currently captured byvi@&IFM, but copies of the
annual reports and minutes of meetings from indiaictlubs should also be sent to the
institution for preservation. Copies of photogragbsumenting the socializing function
should be sent to MCHFM, as should records documgidcal commemoration. These
records should also be maintained at the cluthesdontribute to the members’ sense of
community and pride, and help to keep the “custdmaethe club. Forwarding copies of
both meeting minutes and photographs is easilyeaeliin today’s world of digital
documents. Because of this proliferation of digitadords in curling clubs, there is a need
for the Archives of Manitoba and the MCHFM to wadgether to establish digital

preservation standards and a program to ingestepspand preserve the digital records
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that curling clubs and events are now producing rEtords that are held and produced
within local curling clubs should be managed uralezcords management program
administered by curling clubs.

A closer working relationship should be establishetiveen the Archives of
Manitoba and the MCHFM, whereby the former can levraining and expertise to the
MCHFM and they can share in appraisal and acgaisitiork to fill the gaps in the
record.Although this partnership should be nurtured, tindireg history and records of
Manitoba should be captured within the MCHFM cdilec in order to provide the most
comprehensive documentation of the sport.

The AM will have to be convinced to enter into sacpartnership, as their
resources are limited and, as mentioned above,gheate records acquisitions
activities, at present, are very passive. One Wweypotential partnership could work
within the realities of limited budgets and res@s;owvould be to have the AM develop a
guide to manage archives. In 2010 Laura Millarasrhival consultant, published a book
entitledArchives. Principles and Practices, which was a handbook on operating archival
repositorie$> The AM could use Millar's handbook as a templated produce a guide
for managing archives in Manitoba, and apply ith® rich test-bed of curling records at
the MCHFM. The AM may not have the resources talsamployees out to the MCHFM
to assist in the guide’s implementation, and th@eemay consider including another
archival organization, the Association for Manitdhr@hives (AMA). The AMA is a
voluntary organization dedicated to improving tdenanistration, effectiveness, and

efficiency of Manitoba’s archival systems and ingtons, especially small, local on&s.

% Laura Millar, Archives: Principles and Practices; (London: Facet Publishing, 2010).
% Seewww.mbarchvies.mb.caccessed 5 December 2011.
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The AMA could provide the link between the AM ame tMCHFM by assisting in the
application of such an archival guide. The AMA abalso assist in the writing of grants
for the MCHFM to assist in the processing of tloallection.

This three-way collaboration would be beneficiabtiborganizations involved, as
the AM would gain a field test for their guide, whicould then be applied to other
archival priorities such as Farmer’s Co-operatieeiicational records, or any other
themes they determine need documenting. Curlingmoape the AM’s first priority, but
they need to start somewhere and the use of algwibgof records, such as the curling
archives held within the MCHFM, provides an exadllest-bed. The MCHFM would
benefit from the archival expertise from the AMddrom assistance from the AMA in
implementing the guide. The AMA would also benbfjtfulfilling its mandate to
improve Manitoba’s archival systems, and in haxarguide and experience using it that
they can use to help other archival repositoriddamitoba.

Despite the proposal for the MCHFM to act as theraechival repository for
curling records, other institutions should contimaieollect related records. The
University of Manitoba Archives and Special Colleas should collect all university
curling records, and local, community, or regioaahives, such as the Carberry Plains
Archives, should preserve their local curling ctebords. These could then be used by
members of the clubs or communities in the locatitvey were created. In the cases
where no digital copies exist to be forwarded ®rimain collecting agency, the existence
of these records being held in other localitiedadiien be noted in a finding aid at the

Manitoba Curling Hall of Fame and Museum for reshars.
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Records Management at Curling Clubs

As discussed above, curling clubs are typicallybymwvolunteer boards. If the
records that document all the functions of curlang to find their way into archival
repositories, curling clubs must develop recordpkeg policies that address their legal
requirements for the retention of business rectodeeeded periods of active operations
and for the portion of these records of histonadue. As well, curling clubs will be
governed by provincial privacy laws or by the natidPersonal Information Protection
and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA). Under these laws, clubs are requiredtoegat
the privacy of their members and to only keep résdor as long as they are required for
the purpose for which they were collected.

The most obvious place to start the search focards management policy,
outside of the clubs themselves, would be at th& @hich incurs the cost of resource
development and relies, largely, on member assoosto provide the delivery of these
resources to their member clubs and curlers iretishghs” Danny Lamoureux, the
CCA’s Manager of Curling Club Development, respahttean email inquiry in 2006
about the presence of records managements systeruding clubs with the following
response:

Sorry, don't have such an animal. | agree it isortgmt but at this stage in the

programme, we need to get them to concentrate iaifgithe business. | would

hope that as the technology improves, this 'geambnd keeping will happen
naturally and we will have better managenfént.

A follow-up email in 2011 confirmed that no recormdanagement guidance was

available for clubs, but through the CCA’s emphasighe business of curling, clubs

25 Canadian Curling Association, “What we dbttp://www.curling.ca/about-the-organization/whatioé
accessed 2 April 2011.
% Danny Lamoureux, email message to author, 28 StyEe2006.
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have access to templates for contracts and jobiiggens?’ By stimulating the creation
of business records, the CCA expects good recopikgeo naturally arise out of good
business practices. Similarly, CurlManitoba hadewrds management policies,
models, or software in place for clubs to use. d&eelopment of a comprehensive
records management policy for curling clubs is Imelythe scope of this thesis, but
curling clubs should recognize that there is sed#hce between business records and
historical records. Club records can generallyfoeiged into three main categories.

The first group is general housekeeping recortiesé& records include the
business and administrative records such as ins¥arceontracts for cleaning. These
must be kept on-site for as long as clubs potéytieded them. For example, financial
records should be kept for the six years thategeired by the Canadian Revenue
Agency?® and if equipment is purchased, and warranty ewistis, then the record of that
purchase needs to be maintained for the lengtheoivarranty, or source manuals for as
long as equipment is used, and so on. This categfascords has no archival value, but
has value to the continuing operation of the club.

The second group of records includes those thatauable to the club, but
found in other organizations. Examples includerimal grants, which are very important
to maintain in the club, but would not be considesechival as these records would be
found within the organization that issued the granth as within the City of Winnipeg,
Manitoba Hydro, or Province of Manitoba. Other exées within this category would be
policies of Sport Canada or CurlManitoba. Thesenmds would originate within those

organizations and not within the clubs. In thisegdkese records should be kept in the

7 |bid., 2 December 2011.
28 Canada|ncome Tax Act, R.S.C., 1985, c. 1 (5th Supp.), s. 230.
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club until they are superseded by new policies should not be forwarded on for
archival purposes, as they would duplicate (iniitwedreds) what is already safeguarded
at a more senior archival level.

The third group of records are those that arempbrtant to maintain in the club
for the business operations, but are documentadgeege of functions that are targeted
for archival collections, such as the socializingdtion. An example would be
photographs that document the social events hefteatiub. Curling clubs may wish to
keep these on their walls for long-term commemoratbut they are not necessary for
the club’s viability. Photographs that are heldlo@m walls may fade or deteriorate over
time, and thus self destruct, and therefore clhlosilsl be aware of this preservation
problem. One solution would be if the photograpfesidentified as archival, they should
be copied and forwarded to the responsible arcimgitution. Should there be no money
for such a copying program, clubs could potentiappply for grants or partner with
archival agencies to ensure these types of re@edsaptured. An archival agency could
assign summer students or their own archivist®tmohent them. Furthermore,
providing electronic copies to archival institutsocan be accomplished with relative ease
as records in curling clubs are increasingly béag-digital, such as in the case of
modern photographs.

Curling clubs must ensure that their records mamage programs include
records of all media types. The records of the alibxee categories may originate in
paper formats, but increasingly these are borrtadiglost curling clubs have their own
websites, produce digital photographs or video,@edte their textual documents on

either a club-owned computer or that of a membéh@board of directors. These
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electronic records are evidence of the club’s lrssrand as such must be preserved and
made a part of club’s records management programst bf these programs will

typically consist of a print-to-file solution, whedyy when an electronic record is created,
it is printed off and placed within the club’s pafieng system. However, their records
management programs may also be written to insthattwhen electronic records
appraised as having archival value are createth, asiphotographs depicting the
socializing function, a copy is to be sent to thanioba Curling Hall of Fame and
Museum. And of course some multi-media digital rdsacombining text, still and

moving images, and sound, with many links and layare impossible to print to paper
and must be preserved, where desired, in theimadigligital format.

The nature of a volunteer board will make recordmagement programs a low
priority within curling clubs. Their boards of datrs typically consist of members with
varied backgrounds, with the “secretary” positigpitally responsible for records
management of the meeting minutes and generalspmnelence of the club, and the
“treasurer” position responsible for the manageneéicbntracts and financial records.
Clubs usually do not have anyone responsible ®nthnagement of the records that
document the socializing function, which is targess archival. For this reason it should
be incumbent upon the CCA to develop a records gemant program with archivists
that they can disseminate to the clubs through thepective provincial governing
bodies, such as CurlManitoba.

This chapter has examined the records of threéngurlubs in Manitoba and
identified their functions and structures, whichreveompared with those outlined in

Chapter Two. It was found that the records withi@ ¢urling clubs consist primarily of
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business records such as invoices and employesdsgaehich document the function of
administering the business of curling. Howeverbslalso displayed distinct
manifestations of the socializing and commemordatimgtions, which meant that
archivists should capture the records relatingnéort for each region as identified by
CurlManitoba. For example, although each club v@linre socializing function, the Deer
Lodge Curling Club had stronger documentary evidesfat than the Assiniboine
Memorial Curling Club, and the Springfield Curli@jub documented it through
photograph albums. The records of the provinciattspagency, CurlManitoba, illustrate
the governance and administration of the sport.ctiikng clubs, however, do not
produce a wealth of documents within their offigtords. The club’s business records,
monthly meeting minutes, and annual reports prosaidetailed look into the club’s
operations, but can also provide indirect evidesfade socializing function through the
planning of social events. However, records outtheeofficial structures of the clubs,
such as unaffiliated curling bonspiels and persoe@rds of members, can provide a
valuable evidence of the socializing function.

Curling clubs, as the places for the actual dejivrthe sport, provide important
context of curling in Manitoba. No understandingcofling in the province can be
complete without the acquisition of some selectbaurling club records. While
administering the business of curling and commetimaydahe sport are well documented
functions within archival repositories, the so@alg function has not been documented
to the same degree. These records need to beadesgiecially, then, within an appraisal

strategy. The difficulty lies in the fact that teagcords are often produced outside the
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official structures of the club, and therefore #&oré must be made to include them. The
conclusion will offer some strategies on how totoapthese records.

Clubs must be educated by archivists in what recehduld be incorporated into
a records management system and for archival pagsan in order to document the total
record for curling in Manitoba. By following an agsal strategy that documents the
functions of curling, the sport can ensure thatsthwgrces for future research are available
to historians. A comprehensive archival collectowavides the basis for museums
exhibits, which through publicity can stimulateuté grants for both curling clubs and

for the preservation of curling records.
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Conclusion

The Last End and Beyond

This thesis has examined how an archivist mightidemt the societal function
of sport, with curling as a case study. By comlgrtime current appraisal tools of the
documentation strategy and macroappraisal, thEdlseiggested a model for the
documentation of the societal function of curlingorder to fit within the Canadian
tradition of total archives of balancing institutad/sponsor records with private and
personal ones. Through the use of a well-conceaygulaisal strategy, the records of all
media that are being produced in target organizatall be identified, collected, and
preserved in a viable manner by archival reposorand therefore provide the primary
sources for historians to study. Without an apptatategy, the collections are
incomplete, and thus the full context of curlingManitoba is not available, and
historical analysis cannot be as comprehensiveawsive as it could be.

To this end, this thesis was divided into threepthis. The first chapter drew
upon the literature from two main areas: archiygdraisal theory and sports history. The
chapter proposed a model that combined macroappwaith the documentation strategy
to be used to appraiserling records in Manitoba. One of the limitatiarfshis thesis is
that the fifteen steps of the appraisal model dgped in this chapter are suggestive due
to time restraints and space limitations of a gaaelthesis. A complete documentation
strategy, involving full institutional support aadeam made up of records creators,
archival and museum professionals, subject spetsaind users could not be completed

within these restraints, and instead, this thedied upon the author’s experiences with
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curling in Manitoba, and the relevant publishedrhture, and available primary
documents in archives and curling clubs.

In order to analyze the context of curling in Caamading thdunctional approach
required by the macroappraisal model, Chapter @viewed the literature on Canadian
sports as it has been written in Canadian histasjaigy focusing on the main interpretive
themes that historians have developed. This breathmation explored the structures
and activities of Canadian sport as these havevesdiistorically in order to give the
contextual background for which curling has, and nfminctions.

The second chapter explored the administrativetisif curling in Manitoba,
and examined the sport’s functions, programs, #éietsy and structures. Based upon this
analysis, and using the author’s knowledge of gaetsthis thesis then identified five
functions of curling: competing, administering thesiness of curling, socializing,
commemorating, and establishing and enforcingulesrof play. These functions were
then used to evaluate the records that were heigsiitutional archives and identified the
gaps in the collections.

This thesis found that the competing and commetmgréunctions were well
represented in archival collections, as were therds documenting administrative
functions for the sport’s delivery and policy systeSport Manitoba, the provincial
agency responsible for sport, and CurlManitobagiheerning local curling association,
had their records captured within the Archives @niioba and the Manitoba Curling
Hall of Fame and Museum, and the records of Spania@a, the national agency
responsible for sport, had their records relatlmgurling, including Olympic Games and

World Curling Championships, identified for transfe Library and Archives Canada for
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preservation. These functions would be found araliohented at the higher
administrative levels of the sport, and archivigtaild not need to collect these types of
records from the hundreds of clubs in Manitobahaswould be redundant. The
establishing and enforcing of rules functions wierend to be documented at the national
level within the Canadian Curling Association. Mab@&a’s involvement within the
national association would mean that these recoaddd be captured at the national
level. However, if any rules specific to curlingMuanitoba exist outside of the official
rules of the Canadian Curling Association or Cunhifiaba, then they would be found
within niche leagues within the various clubs. Moards have been captured that
document any rules of this nature.

The archival holdings illustrated some gaps indinéing record. For example,
the records of local curling clubs, such as themutes of meetings and financial records,
did not appear in great numbers and were not dellliegs part of any existing appraisal or
acquisition strategy. The records of the variousklecurling club leagues were also
found not to be documented, nor was the commenngr&iinction relating to local clubs,
such as honourary life memberships or local cludmgbions. The absence of
documentation relating to the socializing functwas the largest gap in the collections,
and especially requires inclusion in an appraisategy. However, another of the
limitations of this thesis was that not all archiwvestitutions in the province were
explored. Despite this limitation, the major ard@linstitutions in Manitoba were
examined as was the national archival repositoity,acy and Archives Canada.

Chapter Three examined the structures and functbtigee Manitoba curling

clubs: the Assiniboine Memorial Curling Club, thedd Lodge Curling Club, and the
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Springfield Curling Club and identified the recottiat each produced. This was another
limitation of this thesis, as in order to fully donent the archival context of curling in
Manitoba, all its curling clubs would need to balgmed, or at the least, a wider sample
would need to be consulted. Through the analysikethree curling clubs this thesis did
analyze, it was confirmed that the socializing tiot needed to be targeted by archivists
and be documented at this local level. The recdogsimenting this function were further
found to be held outside the official records @& thubs, and were found within
unaffiliated leagues, or held within private phatgghs and other records of club
members, or in their memories. Although the apptarsodel of Chapter One allowed for
the identification and exploration of private red®rmore study and strategic emphasis
are needed to shape the archiving of importangafgivecords.

One solution for capturing the records that docunttem socializing function
would be that members of curling club’s board e&diors, perhaps working with the
Manitoba Curling Hall of Fame and Museum, couldtlasevent such as a “history
night,” whereby current or former members coulahdrin any photographs or records
and donate them or have them scanned, and asriheglkected the provenance and
context of the records could be established fraenditmor. Another solution would be to
capture photographs and other electronic matdmaligh Web 2.0 harvesting from
curler’'s websites, facebook photos, or YouTube asdérchivists would have to raise
the historical consciousness of records creatatseagage in partnerships with them to
document the socializing function, or else risk dlestruction of this material. Despite the
fact that the analysis of private records was sateveloped within this thesis, the

establishment of the functions of curling was apantant step, as the records that were
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collected can be evaluated and an appraisal syrategbe developed. A full
implementation of the documentation strategy, \aitarge collaborative team, would be
able to better explore the private records of ogrli

The records found within the archival collection€hapter Two and the absence
of the socializing function’s documentation helgetglain why sport seems to be
relatively neglected in historical studies in Caaadlis rare to find a university offering
graduate-level studies in sport history. It is appathat sport, outside of champions and
famous athletes’ memoirs or memorabilia, has begheated within archives or halls of
fame, and without an active attempt to identify #meh document all functions of sport,
such as the socializing function in curling, a céetgrecord cannot exist for historians to
use to write history. It appears that there is\l between this neglect in archives and a
neglect of historical work in sport.

What are the reasons for this neglect? One possht®n is that sport is not seen
as serious because people “play” sports. To cantelgyion, agriculture, or politics
would be seen as “serious.” If archival appraigdigees have evolved to accept that
archives should mirror the society that createdithénen sports records should be far
better captured than they are now. Archivists sthask themselves why they have
neglected sports records, aside from random analiaied donations. Archivists should
reflect on questions of “value” and “seriousneggbdther reason is most certainly a
practical one, as archives do not have the ressuoctilly document all of society. As
was identified in this case study of curling, partng with a special collecting institution

such as the Manitoba Curling Hall of Fame and Masewhich is devoted to the

! For a detailed summary of the evolution of archiliaory see Terry Cook, “What is Past is Prologhe:
History of Archival Ideas since 1898 and the FutRagadigm Shift,’Archivaria 43 (Spring 1997): 17-63.
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collection of curling records, can be a practicdlison. Other sports often have their
own halls of fame that can provide similar oppoities for partnership. Another
potential reason may be that many archivists havenade collecting sports records an
emphasis because they themselves do not play spodsherefore their documentation
has not been a priority. S. F. Wise, Bruce Kidd] Bforris Mott are all noted historians
who have written histories exploring sport, andaadre athletes in their own lives, two at
professional levels. Perhaps the work of archivigtel historians) is autobiographical,
and reflects the interests of the individual emphb¥yy the institution.

Although this thesis used curling as a case stilyexample that it illustrated
through the functional analysis of curling can keaded to other sports, and help
document an aspect of Canadian society that isiportant to the lives of Canadians,
and thus better reflect in archives the societyhich we live. This case study, although
limited, is an attempt to improve the archival hog$ of curling and therefore stimulate
historical research which will allow for historiatesbring sport back into Canadian
history and increase society’s understanding dmgsortance and influence in today’s
world. Because of its wide influence on societyrspcts as a filter of Canadian life and
as the manifestation of issues of culture, gerdass, and ethnicity. Through the records
of three Manitoba curling clubs, this thesis hasmhthat these issues play out in
records. If historians can study and gain acceasmore complete record of sports, then
their research can provide a more detailed, richat,nuanced look into Canadians’ lives
and contribute to a better understanding of theraadtion of sport and society.

A recent article in th&lobe and Mail indirectly pointed to the urgency of

developing appraisal strategies to capture curkaegrds before they are lost. The article
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demonstrated how current economic pressures anaaleg smaller rural communities,
and that their curling clubs are closihghese closures make capturing the records of
these clubs all the more important in order toeatlthe records of what these places of
social interaction meant to these small towns.

This thesis is important as it can provide a gtadappraising the records of other
sports in society, especially for those that dohase a professional league. Sports such
as community baseball or hockey will have the sametions as curling, but more
research is needed to determine if professionatspeagues such as the Canadian
Football League or the National Hockey League Hametions additional to the five
identified in this thesis. Nevertheless, this thgsovides a blueprint for archivists of all
levels and the directors of sports organizatiorsnsure that the records that document

sport and society are captured for future generatio

% Les Perreaux, “Prairie Curling Clubs are Dying idowith Small Villages, The Globe and Mail, 23May
2011, http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/pesfprairie-curling-clubs-are-dying-along-with-
small-villages/article2031781accessed 24 May 2011.
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