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The mpet inoluséve problen %% &n sducstional gyeben is thet

brought about by the fallure of pupils %o asssimilate the PEograane

of idesls snd inforsation presented o them, ?@%i dens of finsnce

are @g g%@i@z interest %o the %ﬁ%&%%%%%&%@@a those of method %o
the Seacher, but the probles of %the puplil whe veries fron the ﬁ@%é,
mnl rate of progress 4» & matier of concarn %@ @ﬁbﬁﬁi% rator, tea=
Gher, psrents, end $o the pugll himself, Despite %a%iﬁ imporiercs
these variations in vade of PFog¥ess, commonly refarved o ue |
Tetardation, have received bus guperfleial study in rursl azsas,

In view of the lack of definite and sutheritative infozzation upon
She subject, the objestive of this thesis has besn nn intensive
study of the exteni, disstribution, and seme of she couses, of ref=

ardetion in she seheols of rursl Hanitoba,

Betezdobion Definsd,  *A pupil is said %o be retardsd when

he has arrived 2% & peint in the sehool ceus #& which he should

. ’ . : . by B F = o B B g e s P W
have reached at an esrlier age.® * This definition of ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%%éﬁ%a

taken from the Brisish @%i% iz purvey, is byplosld of the dofiniticms
of other surveys in thet it 3@ sazable of endlees veristion in i%s
Bpplication in the £i#ld, For this resmson retardation will be def=-
%ﬁﬁﬁ,@%ﬁ@ by msene of concrete exemples

”w?% 8 of 2 pupil in sehool is Zéperelly

The %@2&%@ zate of p
1

Putnam and Tier, Survey _8he Sohse 4%8m, Frovimce of
Bz 3?3&2@%3%@ %m@m E. Os Chezies T, i gfé@m@ 4925, ;
Pk 25580 : |




: g% o
%aken %o Lo one grade esch year. 4 pupil should reguise siz years

%o cover gix grades. If he regdires seven years he is ens yeor
behind wheze he should be and is said %o be retardsd one yeat.

Similarly, » pupll eovering eigh'd zrades in ten yests is retarded

Then & pupll sdvanses al more then the grade per yeer zats,
he has gained By the extent of the extre srades and iz said to be
etoelerated. A pupil teking the work of eight grades in seven
yea?s is accelerated one yes®. The terms,scceleration,and negative
retardation, will be used synenymeusly throughout %%@ thesis in
order %o fseilitate the use of certain statistionl procedures.

Aekrowledpanants, The dete upon whieh this thesis ie basea

oould not have been seduved withous the cooperation of teashsrs,
inspeetors, and tzustess. The writer wishes %o egknowliedze his
debt %o all whe assisted him, but more eapscially 3o the saventy=

two temchers whe @oliceted inforsation and anseared gnsatienrslizes,




Fe

iﬁ%%%gaé % &y

#hat Wes Been Donme in the Field

gn&”:

%

The fizet abtep in %@%i%g $his study was & Shovough enslysis

of all %he sveilable iation for the puzpose

of deteruining used, and the cenelusions
whieh had been sesghed. The sources of information were,; Feporis
of deparimenta of gduestion, bocks, journsle, snd educationsl sur-
vays. The mors veluable of these souszess ar¥e listed in %he biblie~

ZRaphye

The Jollowing feets gvident a8 & resuld of the reads

ing course:
{1) & lazge majority of investigablons of retérdasion were

Bpon ity ayebems only.

spardtively few siudies huve been made of condidtions

{3} &imest all suzveys have been dizscied towsrd fimmnoial,
adminlstzative, or eurrieulsr ends, snd retasdstion has received
the seant &rseiment ueuslly ziven %@@@ﬁi@%g lesuesg,

{3} The supesficial %&g in which the preblen of retazdation
%

Bas been ftrested in survews @8 stated by sone lnvestizateras, ia
& w E S 2

Jeakneases of the Aze-zrede Method, The system of estimating

fetezdation heg such sn imporiant bearing upon the resulis of &

e%udy that 1% hes besn coneidersd sdvissbhie 3o dlsouss in detail




%%& Szo=rreis mathod

used in slugst every survey,

Ags-grade tshles are based upen the fesi that the

%%%%%i%g

e e
age

aie e

ormal yesr per 23
grade VY3, 4 pupil in %g%'gﬁig%@%%%@ yeo

be retarded one year; if im his eleventh

yen®. By arvenging the

pupiia in & fable

whieh hes @%%ﬁ@ @#lther dirzectly eor indirecsly,

year, sooelgratbed ane

W

he nusber who are sooale

erated or rebarded cen be determined, Examples of tables of this

tyre nay be feund in the Arnnusl Burvey of Bducelion in Canzds, :

Starting apes, i
and lead %o errer. & pupil in h

i W%

I TN

Vi is coneidered nes

when he turned six years., If he started when he was

#atarded one year, and if he stertsd whe
%3%$%%%§ one yenr,

Home Investigslors
making » correciion for the
of after &

ﬁzﬁﬁﬁﬁ&gé thepefors &

i
A

claseed as belng retarded,
The greatest failure of age-grade

Quesy aes an ingtruw

4%5@@&@%?%@? &g %lég @@éj&i éﬁg&
ia twelfth

He is only mormel if he atarted

further cerrsction wan

vary greatly,
yeur while %akiang grade
sehool
five, he i

% he waa ssven he ls ace=-
this ezror by
This wes feund %@ e

y registersd just befers

often mude

¥ allowing the pupil o wdiin of six menbhs er uore before he wasp

sealeg lies in i%s ipade-

¢ atudy of vetesdation. The

gives no infevsation ss io

%@%&%%@ﬁ Purean of M@%%@@%g%%g
e Ottawa: Bureau of Statistics,

Survey of Zducabion
D2e. Pape 2o, '
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whather &1l $he retardation teck piege in one grade, whether it »

apread over two grades, or 28 Yo the gfade 0f grades,in shich it
seeurred. Slallarly, & pupll classed =s nerwsl beozuse he GoVETed
8ix grades in s8ix yesrs may heve had o mosd GFretic cwrser, skipping
& grade @%@ yerz and repsatling & grade later. ( Seventy-eizht casss
ef this nature weze found in this sbudy. ) Thile it is Teasonsbly
agourate in the etudy of cerinin shases of retardstion, the Brge
grade &%@A@é io %etally insdequate for the dsianiled sonlysis of

the guestion,

o

R R o

Ihe Nethed of Zatimating Resardation @eed in this Btudy.
In view of the shorteominge of the sge-grade ayeten 1% wis delare

wined to ang ebendon entirsly age as faetor in the matter, and o

adopt & methed g%iﬁ@j%@ﬁzﬁ be both accurate snd adepted %o the
needs of detsiled study. Thas endiy wethod whieh would neet thewe
Fequirements was the loborisus ene of tracing the earesy of every
i@%i@i&%az f2om the time he entered sohonl until the pressnt,thus
2aousing sdefinits 2%@%%% ef every sove made by these pupils., The
method is best ezpleined by esamules. |

& pupil's record mizht vend: i927=-82 in gead

a&«w ;%: 2; E”w% iﬁ
grade 1, 1922-30 in grade 11, 193%0-71 %%?@g%% gredes 1131217,
1931~-32 81932~33 in zrade Vo 1933=3% in grade Vi. Passed ous of

e A X% P & s N P
grade Vi, June, 1238, This veserd shows %that grades weze tepested
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and that %%%4w%§2% iz new retarded shows the geades
in whieh thens wariztiene 2 egoourzed

By grouping the individual zow seares sseording %o factors,
sueh asg, natlomadity, gzrede, or type of school, averazes ware sesured

&nd expressed in pescant, Por inslanes, & greup govering & iotal of



1000 grades, with 170 repeaded grades,and 20 skipjed zrades, has

& net iess of 150 yesrs en 1000 grades, or 15 percens meore than
the nerssl time for those grades. This group 18 said %o have an
syerege retardation of 15 pereent. 4 group sscelersied 3 percent
is said %o have an aversge reisrdation soere of =3 percent. Indive

é@%% %ien of all aversges.

entire progress revords of pupils, is not only cliose %o complete

uding a1l the Furel sshools of the zrovince. The selubien of the

W

diffioulty 42 the selection of & represeniailve group of pupile
frem il types of schools. It wae estisased that o gelactéon of

8000 elementary snd %00 secondsry pupils, subjest teo & cheek fox

£

i

zive ressensbly

soguracy which will be dessribed lafter, weuld
valld resulita.
This ehudy ie partieularly %?%%%ﬁ@%%/ in the sfudz the prob-

lem of retardefion in the slementary grades, #nd, with the gseept-

ion of %we or thyee epscial toplcs, suphisis will be plssed vpon

these grades. Hesults secured in the setondary schesls sre se va

iable, and the present mysten of promoiisn and exsmination in the

e

enior grades oo unstable, thet , in certain respscts, thi pazrs of
the study is unsstisfactory.

The prisssy purpese of this thesis is the determins agiion of

the extent and 42 iebribution o

ton. Only sueh causes asz

Gould be readily investigeted are included. This decision wee bassd

upea the faot thet,vhils the extens of retazdation in differens
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in the selection of schools, that adjacent districts often vary

wwre than distrietes widely separated, and thet the two important

s

%@E@ in She eholse of zohools aze; the nationnlity of the rupils,
&nd the size of the stheol. The twe sshoole with the widest varie-
tion in ?@%%ﬁﬁ%@ﬁ@%@'wgeﬁ rpersent and 36,2 pezeent, are adjasent.

found that the &

ﬂ%

It vas (& raterdation of ell the elesentary

165 Tof &5 pegeens,

& drop of one $hizd of one percent, The sorras: ng fizuvres fop
seeondary pupils are 28.9 and 22.2 percent. In no inetance 414 %he
results vary sufficiently %o ehange any of the conglualons reaghed
after the fizet scleetion had been made. Thile i% sy be coneludsd
that the datele @@fﬁi@ié@%%g extensive for the purposes of ghis
thesis, & few factors, purticulerly in comneebion with the high seh-

oels, are so bread in thelr aspects thal they warrent further é@m‘

vestinution.

Seeuring the Sehool Records. The eificisl recerds, and, in

#est cagss, the enly records, of & school are

@

the

m\»

ghool repgisters,

The first shep in golleeting date wes s secure pormission %o usse

Shese books and then %o fake posacsslion of Shem. Thile frem the

svendpoint of theory this appesred an easy matter, in practice 1%




proved So be bthe most 4ifficuld tesk in connsedion with the study

4 0

and ram ints & & eorrespondence ol some 05 lebiters, sboub 1200 miles

of Sravel, innuumerable telsphone calls snd interviews, and exhsusi-

&
o

e

»x\&

ive searches,shioh,upon seversl ccossions, had to be &

5

sendonsd and
n

X

sondition of the

BYer %%ﬁ‘% size

Then the vegisters of & schesl had been segured, the moss
et Ghe followlng dates upon eseh pupil: (1) age,

|
2} Grade, (3) sex, (4) Number of daye abtendanse for the yees,

b

{

(5) n=me, Ages were fHuken in case they might prove of value later.
This gave & 1ist of all the pupile in $he %@%@U% $hat veas, Eseh pu-
pil wam then traced bsek through the zredes and records of his

grads snd sttendsnce for each year msde. Due o mevements of Maplils
o district

from disbzivt, pome recerds wers ont off in the esrly gredes, but

@re velid for the grades ingluded,

sehools were selected, the pre-

The guestionnaire,

dominant natlonality in the vevious districts could be only roughly

eatimated, Sherelore 1% was necsseary to seoure definite informate

ion ugon this subject through the medium of questis nnaizes gont $o
i

the teschers, The distence of sach mpil from sehool was ssked forz,

since nothing had been found in the zeading courss upen Bhe eifsel

snying shees of lustrustions, Thess forme, with return

were sent to 60 teachers. Ho forms wers senit %o %%@‘%gﬁaﬁgﬁ toaahe



1z

ing in one Catholisc school dus to previous difficulsy in ga@&%iﬁg
the boazd's consent to %the investigation. In this case $he najtions
2#lity was secuved Irem the secreiazy and the other factors dropped
ag of mino? luporbance. Sity=six of the é%y@@@gti@ﬁaai?@% WEXe

zeturnad,

The Table ¢f Basie Data. Appendix 113, @@ﬁ@@i%%a in tabulated
form, all %the information which has been used in the §E@§aza%i@a
of the thesis. All other tables, percentages, and f&c%@:héva been
derived dirsctly from the data in this general table by @aaﬁ&b&y
@i&%@ifyimw and grouping theum.
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CHAPTER 1Y

OF RETARDATIOH

The Txbent of Restlazdetion, The estent of redsrdailion is int-

¢
ezpred here as meaning the degree to whieh retsrdation esists among

the pupils of this study taken as & whele. Table 1, pege 14, zives

antary sshoold %%gi%% @8

. BOre than Bhe

wies they heve coverdd.

o A @ﬁ@i@@%ﬁ% by Bhe ¢heek wede when the schools wure sel-
ected, these aversges would probably be very clese %o & previneisl

&Yerage were one secured by the saune mebhod,

S

The seores 4o 1ot %@%@ S0 be pariisu

o
W
oy
e
&
?{:??
)
W
o
&
b
bk
o
[l
=

of %%é Sypes and degress

Zhe Distribution of The moat

noticesble fenture of % sxZ2intion in zetardsiion

8¢ores of svhoonls of the it would be pressonchls

%o enpect schools work! viitions %o secuse about

7

she sane ?%%%E%@a Sehools 14, with acseore of =2.%, and 17, 7ith &
5

forelipgn, sre

bushiand districts, %heir one dissimilezity belng

3

saghers &t present, Thie conditicn is not confined

%o Bew Cansdien sohools, fox £B, #core -2,9, and school iR,

gGore nglish, respeciively.
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tardation snd the Thre of School.

he lerger schoel uniis
have, with certelin limitebions, wmany sdvanisges over the emsll ene
Toow schonls. Seune

(1} The tesching time alisctted o each grade is 2

aFper unite, and

have besn nost sucoessiul
iﬁ shelr work,

(3) & nigher degzee of ozganisstion end supervision msy be

WW%@%fﬁvvu~rufwlﬁu%u~ﬁ%%%%§§%%m%%zﬁ%%%

socerding %o the type of schoo! 12y,

Table 111 shows ¢leazly that the lergpr echocle heve less
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e B v may s S o, o o i e B a ey ) a  w
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The ungraded group condaine the one room countyy snd village schocls.
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E-3
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hese schoels is not gresten.

ﬁ@ii%gi&%@ with

four teschers hes secured bhe best resulis, the sne roow group hes

% better soore than the two room group. When details of the situst-
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