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ABSTNACT

The thesis deals with the utilization of the land-water

i¡rterface by the Cree of Nelson House in Northern Manitoba.

Section I is an analysis from the pre-historic to the

near present through library resources and j-nterrrj-ews. The Cree

through time have been limited to an increasingly smaller area of

resource utilization. T'lithin these boundaries¡ they contihue to

utilize the resou¡cesr on similar sites, ín a manner resemblÍng

the pre-contact era, but with the incorporation of Ðrro-Canadi-an

technology.

Section II investigates present day sites on lake Wapisu

through field research, and analyses the ecological, socio-economict

and cultural facùors of site selection.

Section III is a revamp of the Newbury Shoreli¡te Classi-

fieation System of 1Ç68, i-n order that it may be more easily applied

for use in physical impact and assessment studj-es.

Section IV e>cbrapolates the material j¡t the earlier sec-

tions, in a set of plaruring implication, which include schooiingt

comrm:nity siting, and archaeology, and the effect on the utilization

of the hinterland by the Nelson House people by the Churchi3-l River

Diversion.
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3EEÀS.E!E

The BoreaL Forest of Northern Èlanitoba i-s a area of

inereasíng1y greater inportanee to the outsicle ryorlcl nup

southtt. The original intrusioa of the white nan cane' as a

result of the vealt.h to be nade in the fur traile. Ia the

past tnenty yÐars, horerrÊr, the norùh has provecl to be of

gr€at econdníc value in t,he utilizatíon of resources such as

tíuber, niaerals, and nost recently rater" for hyilro

electric porer procluetion.

This thesis topic Eas suqgesteil by Dr. Robert fi.

Uénburv of the Department of ciyil Engiueerinq because he

was liniteil to the descriptíon aûd' physical ' processes of

qeonorphologT aniL hyilroloey. f{otever, his knorlellge of tbe

naÈive cuL-t,ure, antl norê specífieally' tbeir utilization antl

exploítation of the physical resouEces uas suall.

Âs large engiaeerinq projects are influencinq the

tnaflitional vays of life of the Ínclian , il seeßs approp¡iate

t,hat an êagineer shoulil also become aïare of that life-style

he'is pote¡tiatr-ly affeeti-ng. Engineers atr€ reguested to

i-qcluile socLal anil econoníc criteria in t,he plannÍng

process, ancl i.n the broader sense of clevelopment, inclutle

these crltecia for aL1 the pesples of, the thiril ryorld, rhose

cult.ures are sigaíficant].y ili-ffereat from those enioyeil in

westeru ÐcívílLzedn sociêty.

,:"1
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Thís thesis is an investigation of the flooil!-anil Cree of

üorthern üanitoba, util-ízing the approach of ethnohistory

$l-th particular reference Èo their re]-ationship to

raÈer-orie¡teõ landl uaits.

fhe utiLizatlon of rr$ater lanilscapesrr for recreatio*,
pernanent, habítation anrl asthetic sitiûq is poorly

understooil ia non-buiLt. enviroûmeûts. Ia 1971 leopolil anil in

1969 f,cCarg began to ilevise systens that roul¿l reflect anil

rank the attributes anil couponents of aatural laadlscapes for

a rlde ranqe of uses. The rankitgs are subiective and often

lntuitive. This thesis attempts to borrory fron the ancient

Lntui.tion of a people rhose ksorleclge of survlval far

exceecls ttrat of t,he ffestern environnental consultants cho

are assuming Èhe responsíbilit.ies of planners anil

devel-opers,

?he fírst sectioa of thi.s tbesís rleals rith library

resourc€s, anil the secouil sect.ion deals tith actual fielcl

research. The third section of the t.hesis is a teranping of

the shoreline classif ication schene f irst iletailetl in

Chapter fI of the rrPhysical Inpact Stutly' Interiø Report

1972n fNerbury, 19?3) r for the Lpke tlinaípeqr Cburchill and

t{el"son Stuily Boarcl in the hope thaÈ the refining of these

definitions rí11 pernit ttre systen to be nore easily

applieA.



Bv stuilyinq the preseat utilizatíon by sative people of

a lake isolatecl fron the ilirect, impact of vhite man, {f or

example, lacking cottages, ilans, ancl havi-ng poor or Do

aecess by roatl oE rail") , prêsent usage by the Cree can be

iavestisated. By tbe'locati-on of the siàes left by t,he cree

in past yearsr the ecologícal" aod,/or cultural deterninants

of those sit,es ean be infered. ThÍs knocledge is then

aþplíeû ia Sectíon rv as a set of Planninq Inplications.

FíeLd researeh ras lrnilertaken during the sunner of 1971t

on Lake Hapisu, sixty niles nest of lhompson, üanitoba ancl

immeiliately upstreau of the l{otiqi control structirre of the

Chrirchlll River ili.versioa on the 8at River" The lake is

tv'elve niles rrest of the Nelson ffoüse fndi-an Reserve. the

hi-st,ory of the regi-on is the history of Nelson Ëouse aail its

supporting hinterlanils , and the utilizatioa of l,akc flapisu

is the nsage by the Cree of llelsou House"
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Ì{ELSO¡il HO{ISE, TIIE PilBTTCSL$R SîÛDY AtSl

ggEgBg '

ghe prlncipal rneaning of ecology is ilailaption to

envlronnestn alrúl the concept of aüaptive processes permits a

nirte laÈitude of possi.ble behayiour patterns. Tbe tern

cultural ecol-ogy includes the econoni.c' social, politícal

andl icteoloqical acticulatioas of a culture shi-ch are nost

closely å.nvotveil in the uti}ization of the environment: 1)

Èbe interrelation of exploltlve or proiluctive t,echnoloqy anil

enviroaneat, 2l the behaviour patter¡s involveil in tbis

exploitatlon antl 3ï the extent to which these bçhaviour

patÈerns affect otber aspects of the culÈ'ure. flonever

cultaral' eco}ogy |s uless co$cerne¿l niÈh the origin anil

iliffusion of technolosy than víth the fact that it naY be

userl differently anû eatail different soci.al arransenents ín

each en"ironßeata {sterardl r 19541.

flithín tlre scope of this thesis, aail as an engi¡eerr I

an less conceraeil ïit.h the social ' political , ancl

irteoloqicaL factors than Bith the econonic anil techaological

aspects of cultural eco].ûqY. By this I nean the equilibriun

betreen ilaD, hi-s environnênt anil the t,echaologT rith vhÍch

he caß çxpLoit the resorces ûecessary to subsist' the
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extêrnal or intelnal pressures vhich change the ilyaamic

balance of the systeu tonards or, anay fron a state of

eguilibaiun, anil hon this eguilibrÍun and these pressures

have af:fecteil antl ilo effect the location of sltes by the

Cree, at both the nacro and nícro scales" In cofìsiderable

part I an concer1ed with the naterial culture of the

soeiet.v: the teapoas anil isstruuents for hunting antl

fishinq: containers for gatherinq and preparing footl;

transportatÍon tlevlces used on lanil, aitr, anil Yater; sources

of fooil anil fuel; the clothing antl housing to counteract the

extrere colil of rinter; ancl the changes rhich are

incorporatêA ånto the culture by external stimuli, for

eranple, thi-te nanrs teehaology anil the fnr trade' cliseaset

anil chanqing food reserres.

It is oalr af-tar these ele¡aents of cultural eeolog?'

nithin the franecork of the northern Cree' ar€ reported'

that the sites rhich these people choose Eay be analyserl.

flithout the articulation of, these factors, it is Ínpossible

to assess the aaount or varÍation of usage Ìrit'bin the

aicrocosn of L. flapisu, Tbat is, chat are the historic anrl

present nethoils of utiS-i"ation anil hory closely cloes flapisu

represent t,his totalitY?

The historical natÊrial rlas obtaineal fron oriqinal-

sources such as t,he fluðsonrs Bay Conpaay Arehlves {H.B.C.

årch.l, Journals of early explorers' books Eritten by early



missionai-res, anthroplogical- et.hnohistories ancl

anil direct intervieçs lrj.th the people of Nel.son

governnent enployees ancl the clengy.

ethnologíes,

flouse, !rhíte



EIaeg ggEçå!;ÐE$ÊB ægIqg

The Boreal Forest of tlanitoba strÊtches in a rliile band

across the ûorth and central section of the province f$ap

T. 1), O¡ the sorrth it is borilered by parklanil along tbe

soutbe¡n sbores of Lakes I'lanitoba anil flinnipeg and oD the

nort.h by the transitional zorle tocards the tunclra ilorth of

the Churchitl River.

'tt is itifficult to succiactly charact€rize such a huge

area but in general the reqíon forns part of the extensive

Pre-Canbrian peaeplaín of northern Canatla' În the north

test part, of the area it has an eleyation of f,ron 1300 to

1500 feet, above tbe sea, but, graaluallY ilimini-shes in heiqht

eastraril in a þroail qeneral slope throuqh rhLch the Nelson

ancl flayes Rivers and in part the Churchill River' flou to

the sÊâr nThere are no híqh el-evati-ons, anð the geaeraS.

levetr- of the interstream areas is not more than 100 to 200

feet above the level of the streans.

sTbe plateau has a qently rotling surface characterlseit

by rouniteil outlines chich have resutrtecl f,rom long continuecl

anrt profounrl glac|a1 scoutr anct subartic erosion. It is

íntersecteil by rivers and streaBs inunerable aacl is ilotteil

by lakes of all sizett lÞlcÏnnes 1913:4).

Th€ bedlrock surf,ace is covereil by unconsoliilateil

cleposj-ts raßgißg ia thickness from a fer* inches to several

hunilred feet. Thi.s mantle of nixeiÌ boulrlers, 9fâve1' sanil'



and clay tras ilepositeit or reryorkeil ilurinq the flisconsin

Phase, the Last of the four maior aclvances and retreats of

the continental íce sheets tlnrinq the PleistoeêrtrÊ r

{Nêsbury , 196 8: 1 8}

It is aa ar€a of great seasonal tenperat,ure raages sith

an estrenelv serere rin-Èer anil nocl+rate to Liqht total

precipitation concentratecl in tt¿e $arn noaths. Strmners atre

short anô cool and have less than four nonths n'i.th an

averaqe temperature over ten deqrees C, This colcl sno¡ry

subartic clinate is wel"1 illustratetl by the elLmograph of

Thonpson {Fi.qure f-11 ' whiÕh caa be assumed to be

rêpreseütative of the area. Ít i.s i.n the u one of

ålscontiarrous permafrost and .grounrl-i-ce is conmon in fiae

laucusÈ,rine ancl organic materiaLs.

I,luch of the foresteil portion of the BorÊa1 Forest

consists of closed stantls of conifersr but there are

Dnoerous localisetl areas ryhich tlue to topographyr soils, ancl

eclaphic or biotic factors, arê composetl of mireil broailleaf

anil evergreen spaciês. on nesic sites' rhich in this reqion

are characterieeil by a clay overburilen, the forest consists

of a sinqle subsitlíary st.ratum of a clense carpet of

lreft-fora mosses antl a closetl ç¿nppy of black sproce. There

are occasional areas of *hite spruce, but the connuni.ties

dominated by this tree tenü to be in Faritcularily

f,avourable coailitions of soil and clíurate. leric habit,ats,



for exanÞlê, outcrops, sanil plains ancl eskers, are dominatedl

by Jack-píne. Therê are sofltÊ staads dominateil by paper

birch. Dlireil woocls frequently occur oD fLuYial or

Laucustrian ileposits in ileltas or beside lakes ancl rivers.

Conmonly these forests are conposecl of a nixture of, sptruee'

aspen, balsan poplar, balsam fir" ancl rillor. À detailecl

explaaatioa of the nlcro-envf-ronnent, of the land aatl rater

interface rilL be treateil in Section III of the thesi.s'

ffyitric sites on poorJ-y tlrainetl peat soils support black

spruc€ anil tanarack. In the wetter peat boqs tree grorth is

iahíbiteü aail somê boqs are entirely treeless. {Lukeas,

'f9?0; anil ßitchíe, 1956Ì

?he physioqrapy anil biota of, the BoreaL Forest give a

penul-timate limit to the native people fron aa ecological

vLer. To survl"ve, they are forceÉl to use t.he l-imiteit

rËsources to their fullest. As uill be seen these

paraneters ri11 figure prominantly in the cultural clïnauícs

of the lfoorÌlancl Cree.
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PRECDI{TÀCT! THF âRCEÀEOLOGTCÀT REC6RD *

Bhe Boreal Forest of t{orthern tanitoba flas burieil under

ice *h.en the first inmlgrants fron Asia cane to Nortb

Àuerica. Horevêr, the sout.h vestern part of Èhe province flas

apparently f,ree of qlacLal ice aacl apparently also free of

ne}tnater lalces as early as 12,000,8.P" {Eefore Present} {see

Élson, 19671 Fig. 7 for map|. ?he,people i.ababitíag this

section Trsre a part of the lfBig tane Iluntlngtr tradítion of

cl-ovis-Folson anil Plaao conplexes kaosn as the Paleo-Iadian

groûp. ?hey rÊre coneer¡tratetl in aatl oriqinated in the

qrasslaacls anil ïerÊ ilefiaately associa.ted sith the hunting

of an extinct f,orn of bison ancl the Great Roolly flamnoth

¡Hil1ev, 1966:381 .

ilorthêrn llauitoba probably energed fron unclerneaÈh the

ice as the final qlacial retreat noveil northwarcls about

'!01000 B.P. oaly to be rapidLy snbnergetl uncler the raters of

G}acial Lake Agassiz for at least anoÈher 3'000 years {see

Elsoa,- 196?; fi.g, I s 131 . It Tas Þrobably iluri.nq thís time

that the buf,falo hunters from the aortbern plains moverl iato

southern üanitoba.

* the archaeolqlcal section is in

llayer-Oa*es {196? E 19?01 , t{aclleish

{n. il. } , unless oÈherr*ise refereucerl.

naín extracted fronr

f 1958) r ascl llright

12



CertaÍnly by 7r500 B.P,.much of this area yas grasslancl, Tt

is likel,y the fi¡st occupation of Hort,hern lfaniÈoba occurecl

by ?, 000 B. P, lpersonal connuni.cat,ioa: o. Ilal3-orl) . Lake

botton becaue nixeä forest and shorelines becane establisheil

about 4,500 B.P,

The Paleo-Tnilían people vho peneÈrated ínto the Shield,

qraituall-y ailapteit t,o tbe particular conditi.ons of the region

anfl by 41500 B.P. or eÍen earS-ier hail clevelopeil a culture

t.ypicaL to the Boreal Forest anÈl clistinct,ive from ailJacent

ancl contersporaneous societies, Àrchaeologists have assigned

to this aery culture the name Shielð Àrchaic, These people

ryêre pre-ceramic hunter aail gatherers. The first excavat.ion

i-n the north of this cívilísatíon Has near Grancl Rapiils on

T,akç flianipeq at the Tail-race Bay Site {llayer-Oakes, 1970),

anil Hayer-Oakes attri-buted his fisilinqs to the people of the

Itcfiean occupatj-on of the Shield Àrchaic. The settLement

pattern aas snall briefly occnpietl campsites along raterrays

lrít.h the people in nonatie bandls.

.ûpprori.natel-y 2,500 B,P. an important aer inclustry

appearecl potterv nakiaq. For the.purpose of classifieation

on1y, this is ilesignatetl as the Initía1 floo{llanil perioil ancl

it'becones nÊcêssary to qive a different aane to t.he sane

people ryho haye acloptet!. a si¡91e, but nev naior trait
pot,tery. Thus the shieLd popuLat,ion of, the Archaic periocl

becane the Lau¡el population of the Initial fioocllanil perioil.

13



flriqht suggests that, the iitea of pottery uas ailopteil

fron the south via stimul-us diffusåon antl that the l,aurel

populatj,ons of the ShieLd evolvect a itistinctive ceramic

conplex aft,er they hatl acqrired the essential techuigues of

manufactüfêr floryever, thls hypothesis 5-s not ve1l supported

by rrorh on takes Hapisu and Notiqi , by the Archaeol"ogical

Besearch C€Ètre. The Laurel pottery on these lakes suggests

ctirect itiffusion or nigration, rather thaa stj.mulous

itiffusi-on {personal connunication: o. üallory} .

The pots rêre nacle by the coil nethoil" Crusheil rock

$as kneaded into clay as the tanpering Daterial antl the

surfaces ïere snoothed anð decorated after coj-Iing. The

nethod of firinq ls stiLl u¡kno1rn' but, Èhe remains of kålns

have not beea founil. The pottery *as usetl for storager the

ilrawinq of rater anil cooking'

¡nrtqing fron theÍr si-ze ancl neight', points fron the

tnitlal 
_ 
llooillanit pârio¿l rlere probably usetl for darts anfl

sp€ars in huntíng. Fron the fleron Bay siter oD the the

nortb shore'of Lake Superior {À.0. 1001, a number of beaver

incisor toolsr âï1s, Èogq1e harpoon heailsr snos shoe

netting, neeilles, pendants, beaôs aail pottery markers íere

reeoyered. l{et sinkers also first appear associated rith the

taurel trarlitiorr.

The span of tine fro¡u approxinately 1'û00 t.D. to

coat,act ¡rith whitenan, is knova as the Late Ífooillanfl' EvÐn

14



t.houqh iluring the entire historic periotl the nortb central

area of ilanåtoba tras occupíed by the Cree, anil the south antl

east areas by the Àssiníboiae asil o ji-bray, the

archaeological- evicleace cannot clirectlv associate the

renains of these Late Fooilland peopl-e t+ith t.he natives of

today. githín thls periotl, archaeologists have iitentifiecl

tlro concurrent pbases eithin the Boreal Forest of, Flani-toba,

rhich are 'clifferentiated naÍn1y on vari.ations of pottery

types: the Selkirk anel tfanj.toba. Consitlerable cootroversY

exíst.s as to rrhj-ch focns reBresents the prehistoric pat"tÐrn

for the present Indian groups.

It has ganerally heen acceptecl that the Selkirk focus

vas the proiluct of the creê. Horeser, Ìrríqht {19?1} poínts

out any f,eyise whlch atternpts to associate the smal1 bands

of l{orthern illgonlcLan speakers of, the 700 vears before vhite

coatact with toilays cree, âssÍniboine, oiibíay' Sa1teaux,

ete. ui1l probablv encounter cli-ffi-cultv. It ryoulil appear

that the various þanils of Cree could bave beea usins Selkirk

eeranics, Selkirk ceramics conbineil with other pottery +-ypes

such as the Î{anitobar Blaektluckr ot .Iroquois' or other

cerauic t.ypesr oE no ceranl-cs at all clepenðing on their

geographi-cal location.

The pottery making nas generally a duty of the wonan.

In an area of lov populaton, vhere the social orqanÍ.zation

ras baserl oû rçsi.ileace of a marriecl pair in the husbanclf s

15



fatherrs group anúl såves Her€: select,ed fron groups other

than onef s o$n {fornally exogoBous patrilocali-ty}, banrls

fraguentl"y acqui-recl ïoeen from considerable distance. This

resulteil Ln a staþle naLe culture, ancl understanilably the

míxture of pottery types woulil iliffuse over a ïiile area anil

becone a sinple reflection of 'the feural-e mobility.

The people of the Selkirk ancl t{ani-toba phases maile use

of a ride raage of the possi l€ f,loral anil faunal resources

anrl aû equally riile raage of tools cit,h which to exploit

them.

Àrchaeoloqical artifacts incJ.ucle unilaterall-v barbecl

harpoons sbich suggest that a speari,ng nethotl of fish

harvest sas enployeil. Inpressions fornecl oB ceranics from

tnistecl vegetable fiber anit laather thongs imply the use of,

knotl.ess aets, probabl:t ilip nets' a¡d net sinkers j-nply the

rlse of the qilL net.

the donínant bone rnaterial at nost Selkirk sites is

f,ísh. åt the cranil Rapids Tailrace site (Lukens' 1970) 46.5x6

of the total bone is fish anil of these 83* a¡e sturgeon,

It appears the maior subsistance base of the above

site ryas the sturqeon. This is a renarkabLe fish tvhicb may

gros to be eiqht feet long, xeiqh three hunilretl pounils, antl

live eiqhty years. Eecause choice sparni"ng qrounils are fev,

the sturgeon is hiqhly vulnerable to capture. In the latter
part of üay or early Junê, the fish ascesil larqe risers to

16



spaïn aûd are especially suscaptible to eapture. It rÍas

prized for f,oodl, because it ras the only fish shich

coatained large guantities of fat. The only alternative

suppl-y of fat ras fron large mannals in the fall" Sturgeon

roul,cl be caught by harpoon at the foot of capids or bv

puttiug a baitect hook, perhaps a sharpenecl barbetl bone, out

overniqht in shallow Bater.

The seco:nil most cotsmon faunal renains of fish from the

Tailrace Síte are aorthern pike or jackfish. This speeies

spaila in early sprinq in shall"or narsh? areas of lakes anil

str€ams. Íhey can {trog as ]-arg+ as fifty pounils anil teach

forty inches iu lenqth, but average tryo or three pounils.

Ðhite they are tbe nost conmon shore fish and are easä-ly

hookeËl or netteil, they return the least anount of flesh for
their size,

Th.e renaini-ns five species irlentifiecl from the Tailrace

Bay Site coastitute only 2$ of, the'fish rênaíns. tfhitefish

have beea abundant ín aLl the large lakes ia Northern

IÍaaltoba, ,and especially so in the northern sections of Laka

ninnl-peg aear €rauð Bapitls thronqhout hi.storic tirres shere

tbey have suppotteil a large commercial fj.shioq iadustry. let
only tro chitefish bones, both apparently from recent

occupation flêrê iilentifiecl in the faunaS. analysis of the

site, Ttris traÍ be ilue to the fact that they spayn on rocky

reefs or sboals in tbe sprinc ryhen the sturgeos catch is

11



morê profi.table. åt otber ti-mes of the year thel reguite

vêry long nets ehich may have been ili-fficult to ßanuf,acture

using local nateríals.

lbout forty kiarts of mammals presently occur in the

aorthern rooillancl' The twenty-1ro not representeil in the

Taílrace Bay Site fauna are shrets, bats, mice, rolveríoe'

veaselsn striped skunk, grey eolf, coyote, squirreLs, and

three cervi.ôae' the e1k, shitetail ancl nule cleer.

The absence of the chitetail antl uule tleer ís aot

unexpecteil since neither innigrateil into the norÈ,h tatil the

early aineteen huailrefls in response to uan-aacle chanqes ía

the enviroanent. Àrchaeological anil recent retords suggest

that the eLk arÐ possiblV not. incligenous to the nortbern

lonlanil, ancl any present abundance"oay be historic. The

remaining nanmels not fonnil nay be tlue Èo cultural bias {the

skunÈ) , tbe Í.ntellj-qence anil cunnias of the aninaS- {the

rolverine) , or a si.npLe l-ack of utilization at this
particuLar site.

Dog bones were fouocl in siqnifi.canÈ nunbers. It is

o-o=vious the tloq cas indigenous at Èhe time of contact . This

situati.on is unlike that of the $Ðanpy Cree of the Huclson

8ay lowlancl sho as ?rurleau {1966:19t inilicates inportetl the

Inuit husky,

The nost çonnon bone com€s from t'be rabbi-t. Fur

bea¡ers represent the seconil largest collection of t¡one

18



sith uoos€, bear, anâ carj-bou al-so present'

The forner status of the bisos in the norttr roocllanit is

uncartairi. Thís species ïas abundant in the aspen parkland

of sonthryestern üaaitoba l-n earlv bistoric tines anil the

nooil bison i.s ilescri.beil by Garretson {1938:7} as |tvery

Dumeroüs in t.he forests surrounrling Í,akes frinnipeq and

t{anitoban, Iu any case, bison cerÈainlï vacatecl the area by

the tuta of the tlentieth century.

The archaeologícal- recorcl j.ntlicates that täe bos anil

arroí ras useil f,or huntinq. rt i-s lj.kel'yr horever, that such

animals as the baaverr lnllskrat, ancl hare ïere caught in

snaces ot traps rather thaa shot!

Blrl bone fron t,he Tailraee Bay Site ïas less abunilant

thaa eåther fish or nanmel'

species antl lncluiles three

olly three of the thi.rtY-four
yçar-rountl, tso grouse a nil

nigratorT specías rere sunmer

saon geese rere comnon shen st,oppiaq on ttreir yearly

migratory rôutes.

Iîost of the birits identified are of noclerate or }arge

size, theref,ore supporting the assunption that t,heir bones

represenÈ ilietary remains.

Tools coanecteil Fith the rorkinq of hiiles are abnntlant,

Sccaþers nay have been haf,teit i-nto uoocl or othet holdlers to

yet äirl contai-n some thi.rty-four
near or totally extiuct types,

speci-es renaiuecl in the area

the corntson ranen. l¡lost of the

residents, horever, sïans and.
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prorluc€ Ðore convenieat inplements, tsorìe awls are also

present anil coulil bave been used for pi-ercinq birch bark,

skinsr oE l-eather. The cÌecoration on the pottery reveals

impressi.ons of sine* a¡cl strands of rarhitle that miqht have

been useil for serying hifles toget.her. There is gooil

inilication that reavi.ag or string fabrication hail proqressed

suffi.cieatly to prodnce baqs aail cloths. Foodlflorkißq tools

nay have bees naile from beaver teeth. Hakiag tool fron bone

seêRs to have been an inportaat activity aacl includes arls,

scapula hoes or shovels, antl fleshers.

In sunmary {rnotlíf ieil f rom llright, B. r[. i 38] : 1) Fron

maûts earli.est occupation of the Shield to the time of

contact, the flaT of 1ife has aot chaagert slgaificantly for
5,000 yÊars. 2l This cultural honogeneity through both

space aail tirne is a product of physíographic factors that

arÊ collectiveS-y uaique to the Boreal Forest of the Canaclian

Shielil. 3l Íhe prehistory of the Shielcl i.s essentíal-ly the

preh'i-story of t,he Nort,hern Algonkiau-speakiug people. 4)

?hese prehist,oric antecedent,s reflect Èhe cultural anil

technologicaL relatíonsbips seeû to exist aßoag the historic

aail present. ilay population of the area.

Fron a vievpolnt of cultural ecoloqy, Èhe inportance of

tbe arcbaeological renains is that they give a base for the

tachnol"ogy level anil subsistence patt,eru at t.he tine of

eontaet. From thi.s anil eatly historical reports, the extent
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of assinl-tation of whi"te naßf s ttaile-gooils ancl technology

can be assêssecl'
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The fur traile flas t.he onl-y outsírite ilirective force

affectÍng the ecoaonic and subsistence equilibriun of

Heslern Caaaila fron the pe¡locl of contact to t'he entrance of

the nl-ssionaries in the 1850rs. To be successful- it

reguiceil the nutuaL artopt'i-oa of technology fron Inclian to

ryhite na¡, aûit tradler to trapper' It Tas a partnership for

the exBloitation of resources'

prior to 16?0, aûil the establj.shne$t of the fluilsonf s

Bay Coupaoy, the Àssiniboine aad cree to the rest and south

of HudsoD Baï 1fefe linkeit to the ottara-Inilian-freach

tradlinq uetÌrork anil rere one of the nost important suppliers

of furs to thaÈ netrork ilurinq the nirlctte of the seventeenth

century. They exchanqeil Qoods *ith the Inilian nidillemen in

the reqion of Lake'Nipiqeoq {RaYr 19?42121'

The earliest evi.clence inflícates that tbe Soodlauil

â,ssiníboine anil Cres ioiatLy he1f, tbe lancl bet¡reen the lorer

sashatcheïan anit the upper Nelson Rivers, ancl the niclille

Churchill Biver bet*een Southern Tndian take anil BeÍndeer

Lake {RaY , 1974:19}.

It is likelv that in the laÈe prebisÈoric and early

post contact eÎa, the ÀssÍniboi.ne ancl cree travelled ia

snaLl mígratorl banils {ilayer-oakes' 19?0:3?0} the size of

rhich Élepenrleil upon the seasons and 1ocal rêserves of foocl'

the accosnts of both the English anil French for the
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períoã 1t90 to 17'14 suqgest the cYcle of the goodlantl Clee

uho naíntaineit flirect tracte +litb the forts oa Hudson Bay.

trluring the nar¡ner nonths of the Year the nea vould l-eane

their fa¡ri-Iies to fish and huat along the shores of lahes

anil rlvers in the Shield arÐa ancl ascenil t'o the coast íhere

thay roulil trade. ln late Àugust' Septenber, ancl October

they huatett in the soocleil areas actiacent to tbe pralriesr

takinq troose aacl trappinq beavêtr. From Novenber to üarch

they movefl luto the parklanil belt proper ryhere t'heï often

livecl sith tl¡e Àssj-niboiae, hunt.ing bisonr âItil trappinq

rolves aail fo¡. In fllarch' ÀpriL, antl ÊlaY t'hey reassembleil

alonq the lakes anil rivers to builcl canoes' trap fursr fishr

ancl hunt saterforrl (RaYr 19?4:4} .

The flutlsoa Bav lo¡rlands appear t'o have beea vlrtually

unoceupieð i.n prehi-storÍc tiures r âIIil it,s historic and

presant âlgonkian population is regarcled as a recent

phenomenoa that is ctirectly relateit to the establistrnent of

European trailinq posts a3-onq the coast {Itríqht¡ D.tl.:5).

There ís no evíilence to indícate that the ltoocllancl Cree

or Assi-niboine renai.neil in the Boreal Forest north of I'ake

nínnipeg tlu¡ríng the winter.

Henry KeLsey, tbe first vhÍte maa to see tbe

Saskatcheflaû Biner in 1 690 ancl 169 1, wrot€ that hls

conpanion Issiniboine heailed south vest anil spent the ryinter

in the parkLanil where they livecl off the bison herils. The
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haail returnad t.he next sunn€f, to tbe fotest, ryhere the ïoilen

antt chifulren flere Left *hi1e ttre neß traveS-le{l to York

Factorv to traite (KelseY, 1929:1-4) '
The native people exploitett several or all of the

8orea1 FÐrest' the parkS'anil' anil tbe grasslanct; the ability

to exploit these ilífferång zolles qave tbem a great ileaL of

ecological ftexibility.

Betseen 1683 ancl 1-l'17, TOrk ractorY at the 'îunction of

tlreHayesanilflelsÐnRiverseastheonlytratlingpostonthe
nest coast of ãuilson Bay. tp until tbe TreaÈy of {Itrecht in

1?13 then the Freneh ïielileit tbe entirê BaY to the Esqlish'

the post, changed hantts several times betneen these tt¡o

nations.

Duringthisperiod,YorkFactoryrasttracínglndian

tracllnq parties fron as far as the l'lissouri Hiver in the

souèh lfest to at least tbe Great slave tr'ake ia the north

ryest {RaY , 197t1259) "

The fnclians rho travel-leit tbe farthest spent up to foun

nonths in the :!ourneî. If, the ships f¡on Englancl or France

ïere 1ate, as the? Hetrê in 1716. on the ¡etqrn the Inilians

faceil great harclships ancl starvatio¡ antl nanT¡ of the

traveLlors dllerl as cinter set in antl ice preventerl the use

of their câDoês. This l-ett to a rnajor shíft in the econony

anrl the cree began to function as nitlrllemen lRay' 1974:601 '

Theincorpo.rationofthegunbythecreeharl
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consequences rhich lere out of proportion to its use as a

huntinqtoo]-.Iti-squestionableastorhetberthegunwas
siqaificantly nore effective than the bo¡r antl artro$' ft âid

reilnce t.he tlnre requirecl to kill ]-arger aninals in t'he

Boreal f|'orest, for tbe anínal åoes not have to be stalked

nhile it ceakens fron loss of bl-ooit as rhen hunting cith boï

anü arroH, aad though accüracy is lost' in conparison rith

the trartitional nethotl' scatter shot coultl be usecl on

wil-itfoyl, Boosê, anil ileer ¡¡hÊa hunting at very closê range'

The flintloek sas not rell adap 'eil to the colil ancl had

a tendenct to freeze in the sinter. The Inctians lacked the

technical abllitv to repair tbeir gons vhen thev falledr âs

often ïas the casâ, anit it uoulil renaiû useless until the

orner cou3-ri naka t,be long trip bach to the Bay in the spring

ybere the Huilsonf s BaY conPany

Fron an analYsis of

factorå.es, 8aY {1974: ?9) d-raus

trittle pviclence to support the comuroaly he3'd

of the Initians becane critically depentLenf

very soon after their introiluctionrt'

The inportance of the qun aail its initially hiqh sales

ras is ïarfare, for its shock value ras guite hiqh. It

pernltteû the CrÐe to exert pressnre oß their ene¡aies cho

iliil not possesÊ the veapon, anâ as a result thê Cree rnoveil

nort,hnaril anil south fl€st. James Knigtrt, j-n cha¡qe of Tork

arsorer coulcl repair it'
t,he tracle f ron

the conclusion

tha coastal
nthat there is

vier that all

upon firearms
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Factory saiit the Tnilians t,oLd hiur that as nanY as six

'thousand nen hact been kiLlet{ along the Cree-Chipeveyan

boriler. l¡lost of, these losses ¡rere borne by tbe Chíper¡eyan

rrho did not have ready access to |he traili-ng posts until

1'117 ryhen fort ChurchåIl- ras estabLishecl by Kniqht. Horyerter

the Cree ilid not go nnscathecl aaâ their ilepeaclence on arns

in ïar lecl to the slauqhter described belov' vhen Tork

?actorï ras helcl by the French ryhose ships dÍû sot arri-s€ as

regularly as the English.

rfÈhe rJars has a1l"nost runtd this Country it bei.nq so

ttrinly Peopletl at tbe best. tbece has beea all those

Initiaus as they call Èm Sinnepoets {Cree} Destroye¿l so

t,l,¡at of about 60 Caaos as usertl to come TêariY thee is

not lbove 6 fanilys left uch tbey t.oltt me this Reason for

it. that they hatt lost the ttse of Eors t Àrrors by havlng

cuns so Long Àmongst, then f' xhen they tlissappointeil of

Poxile¡ ShotÈ veh ças Often by t'he Ships not corring there

Enenies f ouoil SheY hatt no gnns'to Ðef end themselves çt'h

na¿Ìe râEr [tpon then $ Destryrd above 100 fents Henr loßen

antl chilctren n {Tork Factory Journals {James fiDiqht}

1?15-16, Påc FBc 239/a/2 P.221 .

Prior to the 1?5Ðf s tbere is little evi-tleace that the

lssã.niboine antl Cree acguireil ÍIaBY qooils at Tork FactorY

specífícaLly for tratte slth the tribes farther nÐrth and

south cêst. Rat}er they barteretl thelr furs for the itens
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they cishe¿l to use t,henselves. ÀDd after a yêar or tvo of

usage they passeit t,heu o: as seconcl-hand goods for three to

ni,ne tj.mes what they had paid for then ín furs (flaYr

19?4:681 .

trn cont¡ast to the Tnitians ryho travel.letl the 10ng

ilistaaces baclc into the Boreal ?orest anil then tlurinq the

yiater farther into the parklaail antl prairie' the rtËone

Guaräü of the coastal fluilsonts Bal conpaûy posts' began to

stay year round, These peope ryere probably the ancestors of

toflays Sïafipy freê. The initi"ally linitad gane resource of

the BoreaL Forest'r¡as suickLy ilepletecl clue to the early

adoption of fÍrearms and t.he trapPing of fur bearing

aaina'ls. ùs a r+sult, theT becane the first qroup of Inilíans

to becone' ilepenileÊt on a riiler raÐge of Europeaa gooilst

parÈicularlyclothand.blanket.sastheyfounilit

increasitrqlyiliffículttofinâenoughskinsanclfurstonake
their orn c!-othing,

This pattern of ilepletion, and the consequent

ilepenctency on the nhite nanf s goods ras to be repeatecl

throuqhout the forest zone later as the conpanv besan to

expanil inlanil. Horever so lonq as the Hutlsonts Bay CoßpaÍy

reuainetl on the coast, the Cree rho continuecl to traçel

coukl maintain a monopoly ryith the plaias trlbes aail keep

this ilalicatelV balancetl systÊm opêratiaq. Throuqh their

ia]-and tracle" theV naoagetl to obtain nearly at'l of the furs
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thev reguireil to sa?isfy tbeir or& clemanil for goocls ancl feu

tlid their oïa trappíRg.

fhe force nhich causeil tbe equilibriun to shift nas the

intrusion of the French tratlers into nonthern uanitoba

betreea the Saskatcheran ancl Lake l{ani.toba duriag tbe periocl

1830 t,o 1850 i¡r an attenpt to caBÈure the tratle on fts uay

to the English on the Bay. ?he cree cost,inuetl as níclillemeu'

but this narkeð the beginning of the periocl of conpetitlon"

Accoriling to the Èrailer ånilrer Grahan' the average

Inilian neeileil only ?0 H.B. {urarle beaver) tith rhicb t.o

saÈisf,y his basl-e neetls {Tlillians, 1969:2631 . This maxinun

ryas trot set b clesire but by volune antl seight' the result

of a nonailic existance and tbe limíterl t.ransportation

capabilities back hone,

By 1??4, the !Íontreal trailers vho batl taken over fron

the French anil ¡rho Here collectively knovn as the

l,lorf llesters ïerê interceptinq the traile .to the Bay so

effectívely that the Enqlish ryÊre forceil to chanse their

policv of usinq Inilian nj-dillenen. Fith t,he expansion of the

fur traile into the At.habasca Ði.strict' the richest fur

ôi,strict in the westera part of the continent' tbe H.B,Co,

founil ít, necêssary to establ-lsh supply net,vorks ryhích roulil

ilran heayiLy upon the bison of the parkLancls andl grasslanils,

for the rêsoulrces of the forest could ao longer support the

trailers.
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Cunberlanil Eouse, the firsl inlancl lludsonrs Bay tompany

post Ðas founded by Sannel flerne i-n 1'114" ft tlas ryell

provícleil rith food anil ras nthe key to an eatíre systen of

rateruays: çestïaril lal the route Èo the Rockies, north t,o

åthabasca, the Peace fiiver countrY antl Èhe vast unknonn

beyonil Ëreat SLave La*e; east to the Churchill aacl t{elson on

the one haad, ancl T,ake flinnipeg anil Eeri River on the othertt

{Burpeê, 1935:162-3} " l{orray House at the nort.h encl of take

ilinnipeq fo]losefl iu 1801.

Betreen the Treaty of París in 1?63 aail tbe nerger of

the llurlsonrs Bay Company ancl the North-Fest Conpany in 1821

t,railiug rivalries ceacheil their peak in flestern Canaila. the

intense conpetition favourecl a ruthless exploitation of the

region,"aRd this leð to aû alnost total depletfoa of t,he fur

resources in tbe forest area. Às early as 1?95 the

Cunberlancl tsouse Jotrnals i.nrtictatecl that the land arounil

the post hail beas trapped out for a nueber of Y€ârs. Trenty

yeaÐs later the situatíon had not yet S-nprovecl and beaver

Ðere stiLl scarce {Bayr 19?4:1171.

Às reLl âs the iatensiva trapping the beaver also

experienced ilisease ryhích greatLv clecreasecl their nunbêrs"

ls a resuLt the Tnilíans becane aluost, exclusivel-y dependent

oil the nuskrat, utrich is i-n tn¡n ðepenileat, on vater levels.

flater eLevations are perioili.c in nature r so that the

prosperity of the trappers flas linkerl ryith the presencê auil
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abseüse of flrought.

The openinq of inlanil posts narketl the encl of the

peri.oil of the cree actÍnq as midclleileû, and Èhe beqinninq of

their nêr ro1e as trappers. To obtaín t,he European goods to

chieh they hail already become accustoneil they uete forcetl to
take their orsn fürs. Ancl ia spite of the fact that the fur

resourcÊs sere tleclining, to carry oD as trappers they had

to buy nore rhíte qooils: ice chisel-s, axes, tfâpsr aail other

equipnent,

?obacco anil a!.coho1 becane prerequisits for trarle.

Even thouqh the flooilLand Cree neecle¡l Ea¡ry ¡nore gooils tban in
the previous era their clenanit for utilitarian and orna¡reatal

items diil not rise at the sane rate as príces fe1l durinq

this perioil of conpetiti.on. They fouail it easier to obtaín

the gooils, ancl coulil satisfy t.heir needs ïith less effort
ilae t,o the falli"ns prices. They spent an increasi.ng anount

of tine ilrÍnki-nq aarl smoking"

The tree rere unaccustonecl to lonq range planni-ng.

âat,her, they llved on a ilay-to-day basis aad believeil that

i-f the aninal spirit.s flere given due respect there woulcl

alrrays be enough gane for the future {Glover, 1962;?5-61.

In 7821 tbe Hudsor¡rs Bay Cosrpany anrl the Nort,h-ãest Cornpany

ioinecl foËcesn fha trailers attemptecl to conyince the I¡rdian

banils that. they shoulct conservÊ theír resources, and that

varíous species should aot be hunterl year after yêar *hea
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they rrere endangered. But the cree hacl no traclitional sense

of territorlatlty. rf an area yas untrapped the lancl r¡as

considerect a rrfree rêsourceil ancl a neighbourinq banö had the

riqht to nove in and utilize the resoulce. Band bOundaries

ïere not sharply def ined, but rather bands tencle{l to return

to the sane general area year after |êðE'

fn an effort to deal nith this problern, Governor George

sinpsoninitiatedanellcompanYpolievthat.wasto
profounrlly affect the lives of the Indians' fJe propose¿l

settl.inqlndianfamiliesinlrell.defintedterritoriesona
pernanent hasis. tfê realized that thís vould involve

chanqins a hasic feature of the Inði-an life style

nobili ty.

Decliníng resources ancl a grotrinq econonic depenilency

placed the Tndian in a veak position vis-a-vis the trader

ancl they uere forced to accept most of the economic reforms

¡rhichtheconpanyinitiatedlRayrl9T4z2lT\'
Bythemicldleofthenineteenthcenturythetransition

from ¡riclclleman to t'rapper uas complete' This lras reflected

in the transition of the subsistance base from larqe gane to

snall game anil fish, uith trapping of furs providinq the

rrnit by Hhich English gooils could be purchased' Thís

pattern of trappinq remains to the present day' The

follorlinq charrter examines the mutual exchanqe of technoloqy

between trader and trapper in the early era'
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The most o?¡vious anil the usual nay of lookinq at the

Crêê technoloqy is from the viec of the vhite $âû. BuÈ

ryíthout the incorporatioa by the Europeag traüer of

aboriqinal tcchaoloqyr the intrusion of the chite nan into

sub-arctå-c Caaaila ¡roulil have been an irapossibilíÈ?. 
.

The i.atercÐnnsctea river and lake oetcßrk of the Shieltl

proviðert not only effectiva travel routes, buÈ throughout

nost of the area the only feasible ileafis of travel. The

birch bark fanoes flere the express traveL of fur traile'

They rere itesåqnecl for rapiil transit on streams rhich ryere

obstructeil by rapicls, fallsr anil shallo¡rsr aai[ rere so li-qht

that one ot tr*o men coulil easily carry one on hís shoulilers

over the auuerous portages, ancl as the canoe only ilre* about'

four to síx inchas ín the raterr fer Places ïÊre too shallou

to float ít.
rrThough it is the nost frail 0f boat,sr Têt it can be

Loaitetl doçn to the raterrs ailge, ancl under tbe quiil.ence of

Èbese Intlians, r¡ho are unquestioaably the best canoe men in

the norlit it can bs uratle to responil to the sweep of the

paitiller so that it seems almost i,nstinct ni¿-h life anil

rêasonn {Youûttr 1890:'111 . Tt coultl Êven be usecl to cross

take lfinnipeq, a boily of nater nhj,ch due to lts shallosness

is kno*n for storns rhich can keep larqê norlern steel-hulled

steamsbips in harbour.
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The canoes, ilTere natle of sbeets of birch bark a

quarter of aB iacb in thickness, rhich was sereil togetber

rith rattap, t,he root of the spruce split into threacl, anil

tbn sêans ïere maile ryater tiqht uith pine-tree gun. The

inner surface cas reinforceil by a liqht coat of lathinq

wtrich *as heLit in p!-ace by cetlar ri-bs {or spruce split vexy

thin north of the cedar linit {Yoüng, 7S90:?3T} beat bos

shaped antl inserted into the ectge of the gun¡rales' qiving

the vessel fir¡¡ness anil strengtbn {Sínpson' 1931:345) '
Because tbe craf,t sas so fraíl, it ïas frequently in

neetl of rêpair. ?or t.hat purpose everÏ canoê carriecl

supplles of birch bark, rattapr âDil gu6. üentling ras sinple

aail ras clone uith itispatch, an oröiaar7 rip requiri$q but

an trour to cl-ose üÞ'

The caaoes 1¡e'¡ê t*e1ve, fj-fteen' thílty' anil evea fourty

feet louq, and from tvo to four feet broail lBallantyne'

1g?9:?1). Tbe beauty, uti.ljLl, anrt level of, teehnology of

the birch bark canoe can be assessecl by conparinq it to its

present ilay equivalent, lloclern canoes have aluost the Satsê

ilimensious, ancl can carry rouqhly the sane 1oaô for a given

lenqth. The onl-T dÍfference ís that the fiberglasst

alLurnínium, or caûvas caåoès solcl totlay require nuch less

Ëepair rork. {personal connunication: Ed BouilreauÍ' ocner of

the Happy Outiloorsnan' lfinnipeg) .

The Isdiaas flêre able to make fifty or sirty niles pÊr
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day rvith no storns or headcinds, antl clurinq the earll period

rhes RatiyÊs of tbe Feace River Ðelt,a roulil tnavel to York

Factory, t.rips of three thousantl niles oìrer t,he sunner íere

common o

Duriag the uinter, traYel- depenileci on tvo artifacts :

snos shoes ancl ilog sleils.

In refereace to the snon shoe' flarmon {1904} statecl'

ftÏt i-s little surprís íng that the Intlians, vho arÊ

accustoned to theru, ryill walk furthar ån a tlay on gootl snos

shoes, than they coulcl ilo on bare grouniUr" Toðays comrnercial

snorl shoe ¡ot only cLuplicates the various types of early

snoc shoes, but aLso their rqethotl of fabrication anil

materials. Às Dr. licharclson ilescríbeil i-n Franklints Jour¡al

{1910:88), trÀl-1 the superiority of European art has been

unable tr inprove the natj.ve contívaace of this useful

machinelr.

Às for the ilog sled: [So rough ancl nild is the country

that rye ksor of no other vehicle that couLcl take its place,

and ro animal that. couLcl take the place of the ilogsd (Toung'

1890:901 . tf8inter travel ía the tlortb by ciogs has been the

custon from tine imnenorial. In facÈ it sas the only rav of

travel in those great o]"il days, For years ... horses flerê

consirlereil impossible. Iiì the intense colil of the t$orth,

they couLil aot rork anrl exist; thea ilogs for connoß travel-

ar€ tnice as fastrr lGaudin, 1942;31). ilAnd unlike the horse
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which reguires unrenittinq attention - buntiog it lthea it is

gra"incr loose anil ilrarying it Ehen ia haruess - the clog is

alÐays oa han<t when reguíredu (Robert 1929;581. During the

summer it cill foraqe foofl for it,self anð cail be taneil to

belp in ähe hunt, by surroundinq large game and retrieviag

rat.er fosl. Ín tines of starvatíog, the ilog can be killed

for foofl ancl ïas in fact relÍshecl as a tlelicacy by both the

Iadian anil Canaclian Tolag€grs. the flavour of the Èlog is

describecl as the same as t.bat. of yÐung piq (Harmori' 19041 '
The load nas eíther placed clirecùly on the tloqs, rhich

ïere accustooeil to carrying sixty or seventy pounds of

ryeightrtþe clistance of, teenty-five or thirty ¡riles a rlay

{flarmon, 1904} r oI use¿t iB teaus to pull slecls or carioles.

?hese ïere nothinq ilorê than [2 'll2 inch oak boarils, about

eiqht feet long and seren or eiqht i.aches broail st.itcheil

toqetber ryith thongs of cleer skias antl strengthened uith a

fer li-qht piecas of ioocl as crossboarils and carryíng a load

of fron 150 to 300 po$ndsD {louag, 1889:211}' The four or

six dogs rere attacheil ln tanclon vith â trace of ryell

tanned noose hirle, There is a recoril of a dog tean being

itríven 140 ni-les iL a sinqle dayr though fortv niles per clav

sas rnorê aornal.

In acldition to meaas of travel, the Cree aLso gave the

çhite trailers the apparel cith chich to survive the intense

cold of, ríater. oThe clress of ùhe male eonsists of a
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blanket throcn over the shoulclers, a leatbern shirt or

jacket havinq a hoott to put up uniler tbe fur cap iu ryÍntly

seather or i.n the eootls to keep the snor fron his neck and a

piece of cloth tieil round the nitlille. ?hey lrore a lcind of

$iil.e bose caLlecl Inclían st,ockings' rhich, reaehing from tbe

ankle to the nictðle of tbe thiqh are suspentleil bY strlngs to

the girille. Ît¿ese hase been uníversally atlopted by the

ïhíte resÍilents as an essential part of thei-r xintar

ct-othinq. Their shoes or rather shorù boots, for they tie

rouniÌ the an*le, are nacle of soft ¡noosê skia, and duri.ng the

sinter they rrap ooer tno or even f,our pairs of fl.anael

soc*s accorilinq to the coltln {Ðr. Richarilson i¡ Fran*1in,

1910:761.

ât the beqi¡ninq of the fur traôe the Furopeans

rtependeil upon the natives for fnesh supplies of gane" aarly

traders yere qnick to poiat out that rrif it Yere not for the

Líquor Ê Tobacco Ðe shoulil üot qet a butt of Victual-s to put

in Our ilouths, but r¡hat Be coulcl bave cauqht ourselnesn

{Rich, 1951:80}. Horever, as the fur tratle moveil sestrartl'

pemnican fron th€ huge supplv of pl,ains bison and supplíetl

hy the plains Intlians mad"e it possible to clevelop tbe

Lnterior co¡nnunications systen of the l{orth-Hest Coßpany aact

the renarkable transportation systen of thÈ Huflsonts Bay

Companï, i"ndtepeoilent of the linited animal bionass of the

forest regioo.
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trn fact, the food reserres of the Bo¡eal' Forest noulil

not support people in trassi.t, a¡d even the larlíans resiåinq

in the,riforest rere sometines reilucecl to f ani.ne. Thus the

introituction of flotlr, laril, anil tea supplåerl by tbe trailer

Has hiqhly ilesirable. These itens sooa becaue staples'

although onty suppLementary to their tliet' of fresh f,eat'

f,ish, fotl, aoil beryies. ' Store bougbÈ fooil coulcl ßeeer be

procurreð in suffici.ent gnantity to last through the t'en

months or Êo vhen each fanily group tras isolated fton the

oÈhers is its trappi.ng territory, but they couLil contribute

to rel-ieving huager in tínes of, fanine {Skinner' 1911:11}'

Tt¡e cree ïerÊ quick to iocorporat,e yarious pieces of

European techr¡ology ryhere thev rerê obviously superiot to

the aboriqinaL too3.. The bes? exanptre is tbe steel t¡lacle of

the knife anil axe. tn}ike the ri-fle chich is a eonplicatecl'

repai-r-prone inpLe¡nent reguiríng shot aucÌ poniler, the blacl.e

neetl only be per|oilieally sharpened. Thus alnost as soon as

¡*hite men appeareil, the stone tooLs of precontact tiues

ilísappearecl.

Before vhite nall, fíres rêÎe started by ntnirling a

piece of sootl oa a borstring. this lras supplantefl þy a

spaciaLly iteyisecl steel, a píece of netaL a balf iach ryicle'

oûe eiqhth of an inch thÍckr âItd. five Lnches 1onq, bent

unti} ttrre tro enils net. ?1i-¡t ras Ìlail for the pickinO uP S

tincler lras procucecl from the rnnshroom-Like exereases grocing
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on the birch tree, These l"ast ryhe¡ clry rere vêry ínf,1anab1e

t rsel-l filled the place of cottoa vhich costs toneyff

{Robert' 1929: ?1} .

One can $e11 inagine the ilesire to start'

for carnth anil tea, üespecially ryhen unrtaking

rinter, rhen the hanûs got so beaunbecl ryith

natches proove slory enough t'o start the

{Robert, 1929:711 .

Because skins for clothínq Herê more rtifficuLt to

procure Èhan i.n the precontaet clays ilue to resource

ilepletíon, rrthe sunmer dcess of the Intlian Tas alnost

eatirely provi.ded by the Hudsonrs Bay conpany. It chiefLy

consists of a blue or grÊy cloth' or else a þlanket capoter

reaching belor Èhe knees, anil strappecl rouail the waíst cith

a scarlet or criason worsteil belt,. A very coarse blue

stripecl cotton shirt is all the uniler clotbinq theT rear'

hol-dll-nq trousers to be guite superfLuotls' in lieu of rhich

t.hey:màde leggins of varions kinils of cloth nhích reaeh from

a f,ax inches above tha knee ilorn to the anklen (Bal'lantTÎêr

1B?9:6?1.

tnlike our morlera socj.etY! the Cree clicl not incorporate

EüropeaD goods as a resul"t of an artificial,ly stimulatetl

clenand such as atlvert.isinq' but arlopteclr oE supplaateil only

those aboriqinal tools rhich had nore effícient eguivalents.

As avirtence la 1521, l{ichol-as GarËy Listect oalY ncloth'

f,ires easily'
a journey i-n

cold ùhat êven

releone blazerr
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f 1ints, cluff al f or socks r gll1lS anil anmunition , tobacco '
blakets, veræil1"Íon, rug, jackets' playíng carils antl hats as

the nore popular traile iteusn {Garry' 1900}.
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EHE:EEê-98-TEÀESIU gå-qEB.EË!.N.Ð;C4åSEE

Por a c€ntury and a hal-f the fluclsonrs Bay conpanv hatl

controlletl the vast. area of unsettlecl lanrl in the north

restr but harl no interest in settling the aboríginíes in

specifj-c locations, permitting then to t^rap anil hunt in

rhatever location they nisbetl. By 1821 trro social realities

confrontecl the coçpany. On€, in tbe Boreal Forest'

overtrappi-nC in the centres of the nost ínÈense conpetition

åuring the fu¡ trafle rral bet*een the lluilsonrs Bay Conpany

an<l the North-flest Conpaãy had. increased the Incliansl

rlepenilence on trade for povtler, shot, aûtl basíc fooilstuffs,

and then left then sufferins fron pri-ration as the fur

bearing population Ðas segerely tlepletect. It tas not until

the conÞetati.ve phase cane to an end in 1821 tbat the

Conpany ackûorleclgeit the inpact a shorÈage of fur bearing

aninals ïas haviaq on the Indians' Bho Here starving for

lack of pelts si-th which to traile for am¡¡unítioa.

In 1824 Governor Georgê Si-npson wrOte, nfhe cOUntry

betceea York û Frog Portaqe is utuch exhaustecl, lndeed tre did

not see a síng1e aainal on the whole route e¡rc€eiling the

size of a llusk Eat E not so nuch as the vestige of a Beaver.

The Inilians honever sav t'hat the latter ¡tas not entirely

exterpate¿l I tbat if the Ðlstrict ras allorecl to reernit for

a fev Yêars it, coultl still be protlucti.ve of Furstf

{simpson' 1931:14}.
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lo t,his end Sinpsoa instiqateil trlo directise neasures:

1ì to ínterflict the killiag of beayer for four oE fíve years

throughout, tbe ilistrict, in oriler thaÈ the fur rêsources

roulil havä a chance to ¡eestablish theuselves; ancl 2l to

shift tradínq posts arouncl anil sett,le Inrlian famí1ies in

r¡ell-cleflnett terri-to¡ies on a pernenant basis so that the

f,ur beare¡s coulil be utiLl-ze€l 1n a regulatêd way,

The seconil social realitv vhich Sinpson recognizeil flas

t,he: disease rybieh the f ndians hail acquirefl fron the shite

ft¿nr Às they lackeit aûY inftun|ty to the'contagïous European

allments, such as rhoopÍ.nc cougb, neasLesr j.nfLueÐ,2,a' anil

small poÍr they sufferred terri"ble losses. Davitl Thonpson

estínate8 the population ryas reduceil by ilisease fron one

half to one Èhird of its earlier síze {Glover' 1962t2361.

elL the ïnttians rhon Franklin nêt in Èhe forest reqion

j-n his first voyage to the Polar Sea is 1819 nere in a st,ate

of starvation antt suff,erinq greatly fron an epiclenie state

of ryhoopÍng couqh and neasl€s. The ilíseases aOt only

ilesiuateâ the populat,ion but those rho survivetl hail their

stre¡qth so greatly sappeil that they could not qo out and

provide t,he meat r¡ith which to regain thei-r strength

{franklin' 1910:49).

SÍmpson sas the Ìl.B.Co. Dot only haviag an econonic

force rith whieh to establísh pelnaf¡ent settlenents, but a

paternalistic aacl social f oree. ttOur cli.f ferent tratlinq

41



establishnents are the resort or refuge of manT natives, vho

fron âeêr infirnity, or other causes, are unable to foLLolr

the chase; they have the benefít of the ca¡e'and attention,
.free of expease of olrr neclical nên, .,. e?ery t,railinq

estabLishnent being' in actr ên lnrliaa hospitalo {guoteit in
Pettipas, 1Ð721.

åf,ter 1821, the trapping of fur bearers ras no longçr a

subsidi.ary occupation. Trapping harl becone the basic

subsistance pattern, for it *as on].y through the acguåsítion

of, furs that the toodlanrl Cree ïeca able to obtain froo the

post those naterials, $hich they hail becone clepencÌent Epon

for survlval.

Trappins and huntiaq hatl alrays be coaconitant

activities nithia the subsístence pattern. nthe Crêe ïere

se1} ailapteil to t,he d.enands of t.he trappers existanee

livi.nq in snaLl grotrps oyer a large territory. Hhile

trappíng receivecl a decicleil inpetus folloring the 'arlvent of
the fur traile, the culture, in qeneral, seens to have shoun

as nuch continuity as changeü (lrucleau, 1966:16) . Fron the

Inclían vi.er nhat hait occurreil ras that the emphasis and time

had shifterl tovarils trappi.ng.

the lludsoars 8ay tonpanyrs att,itucle ras sunned up by a

l¡lr" Boron in 1890" rr. , , f lour, pork r tal1on ancl yollen

elothinq anrl blanlçets having nor becoile n€c€ssitics of life
to nanl of the present generation of natives, , I poriler,
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shot, guas, axes, & ß€ts atc having beCone equalLy

iailespensible Èo the ruilest Tndian".n the positioa of the

natives of this territory in reLation to the Huilsonfs Bay

compagf , . . has theref ore, been f or naûy years , ?-' sti1l

contlnnÊs to bê, a position of absolute subservlencê E

depenclencen {H.B'Co' .ilrch. a155/a/621 .

çhile the Cree hacl unclefgone a clegree of acculturation

brought about by the Ïtuclsonts BaY Conpany, the míssionary

¡ras the fí¡st to attenpt an aggressive forn of directetl

cul-ture change. fle attenpteil to íntroiluce'the icleoloqy aad

instituti-ons ehich characterizeil Victorian society.

DEthnoceatríc to the"core he beleiYeil al-I races Ln the hunan

fa¡rily, once freed f¡oa their ignorance, coüld share the

sreatnÐss of Christi.an civilisatiou as it existeil in

Ðritaín, Evanqelical theoS-ogY became the quiile book for

transni.ttf.aq Dot only a relígi-on but aD entire culturêrf

{ßoosen, 1975;24}.

The iiteal society nhich i-È strove to introiluee ras

basecl upon t,he modeL of the small self-suff icient

aqricultural connunity, noilified by circunstances to incluile

fishinq ancl hunting for supplenentarY food. Farning would

teach the Initrian foresight. as vell as THE PAOTES!âNT SOAK

ffflIC an{l ryoulil prov:i-ile the securitl from starvation rhich

flas sÊen as a basic reguirement of cívílizeil socíety.

I clucation ías cleened to be the best nethocl of
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furth*ring the atms of, evanqellsm anil civilisation. By a

process of formal classcoom instruct,ion, the Inclians ¡¡ou1il

be taïutht the doctrine of christianit,y, the nanners ancl

morals of Vietori-an socieìy, ancl the nanual anil mental

skil1s ryhich yould eaable then to becone useful nenbers of a

civiLize{t society' Second only in inportance to the'churcht

evêry ne1¡ míssion ltas to haye its ocn school houser $here

the ortlerly business of learning coulrl be carríed out.

ât the sane time the fluilsonrs BaY ColEpany coul-il expect

some direct ailvantaqes fron a plan of evangeliging the

fnilians. slr GÊorge Sl'npson arguetl that because the

converÈeð Initian woulcl seek to init'ate the European in

mannef, and tlress, his consunption of, European proiluce anil

manufacture¿l goocls wouful increase, be¡efittinq trarle antl the

Íncreaseit neecl for traäe good.s coultt reqnire nore seli'ous

atteation beinq paict to the busf-ness of, the huat' dloreover

trailers roulil en-loy greater safety in travel through Inilian

lanils, aarl coulil draï fron provisions at Inilian coilnunlt'ies.

ïnttians so cirllízect and pacifieit wou3.cl also be an excellent

source of rugners antl boatnen for Cornpany t'ranspoltatit¡.

Tt becane alnost a. prereguisite for Conpany enPloyment for

the [aclian to have become a Chrlstiaa {simpson' 1931:1081 '
llso if the natiïe connuniÈies could be encouraged to groÏ

crops, it rold reaüce the f,ooil requireð to support even the

suaLlest settLenent.
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Prior to 1839, the Tlesl-eyan church Èîíssíonary Society

hart tinitteit its operation in nestern Canada to the

ínnecliate area surrouniling the Recl River settleneat. In

that Têar the Conpany assessing the ailvantages of

Christíaaizinq the rndians agteeil to sponsor the passage of

t.hree fesle?an nissionaries and the iuporÈant school-utaster'

These iacludled ûev, John Evans, superintendant, of missions

at Norray House, llr, Jacobs, a school-master for Notuay

flouse, flev. F. l{asoa at. Lac 1a P}uie and tbe lev. R' Runclle

at Eclmonton.

The sìissionaríes not only acted as prothesizing agents

of the Christain reliqion but Trhen the Indian connunities

later caû€ uuiler treaty, these niuisters often beeane the

representatives of the Feileral Government. Their attitude

îras iuilicateil h? E. t{cCool (Sessíonal Papers' 1889:159}:

n0n nany of the reservÊs Yisítetl the ailvance i.n

ulture and the inprovenent in the construction of

iltyellisq houses ar€ nost eaconragi.nq iailications of t'he

qradual ilevelopr¿ent of a more enlighteneil civilization

anonq the ruile sar¡aqes Hho cling ryith superstltious

rêverenc€ to the harbarous cus-tons anil traditions of

their untutoreil ancestâESr

Gooil confortabLe loq cabíns sitb inproveil

conveniences are rapirlly supersacling the sretche¿l filthy

vÍq*ans ancl niserable voodetl hovels rhích rere scarcely
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any better aclapted for
of beavers or the wtnter

aniuals noulil be.fl

hunan occupation

quarters of

than the loilges

the other wilil
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The field research for this thesis ras carried out

twelve niles ïest of Nelson House, Manitoba. In orcler to

un derstancl the si tes vh í ch werê f ountl in the summer I s work '

a cletaileil history of Nelson Hotlse is presented n ithin the

franevork of the previous chapters lsee map #If'11 '

Duringthel?90ts'theeraofintensecoDpetition

betïe€.n the Hudson r s Bay Company and the North-flest Company t

trarters were actíve along the Churchill and Nelson Rivers'

However , if any posts lrerÊ established in the area of Three

point taker Ro FactorY Records have survived' in the l{'B'Co'

arehives.

TheearliestreferencetotheareaisfromDavid.

Thonpson, surveyol for the ccEpanY, who had' been exploring

there in 1?93 ( one hundred vears after KelseY har4 first

travelled in the reqion): n... ïe set off from chat'ham House

on Hinterinq take E on the 4th day June 2nd He entererl the

![epooscawRiver(BurntwooilRíver)onJuDê6thlearriveclat

the t{eesta}rvansr o! the three tracks at this place the water

of the Husk rat river t' another of no note clisenbaque into

theÍleeposcawriver,Hêsa!Íthereabout20Canoesof

Northern Indians ,, {H,B.Co. AECh. B. 239/h/58, fos 16d and

17ì.

There is evidence that ¡¡illiam sinclair orrerated a post

at Nestoowyans, or ffthree pointstt, calletl York t{OUSe OVer
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the ci-nter of 1?glt-95, but it ras abaniloaetl in 1?95.

f ftr, B. Co" Àrch. B 239/a/96, entry f or 13 åuqust 179tti

8.239/b/58, fos. 32 A-33i B. 239/a/99i B. 239/b/79, fos. 8;

B, 228y'a/11 , It shouS-tl be notecl thougb thât the early

iouraals ïere poorlv kept,r êFPârently bv nen of tritt'le

eclucation.

The earlíest sention of, the ûafle üNelson Houser ías on

a sketcb map clratrn by a !t1" fLet in the year 1?98 {fl'B-co'

Àrch. ù.30/8,fo.44ì. ,

In 1823, âs has al-reailv beer¡ exaninetl, the Boreal

Forest hacl been qreatlT äepletetl of, its fur resources. The

Co¡apanyrs trade on the t.{elson River Tas concentratetl on

Spllt take. This resulteil ín t.he iupoverishnent of its

neiqhbourhoocl anil it. sas therefore tlecirleil that as part of

Gover6or Si¡npsoars resol-utions the Split Lake post should be

abaniloneil aail a post established in its st,eail at the rrthree

points about half ryaY betryeen split Lake anil the poiat at

rhieh the Chlrchill anrl Nel-son Sivers separater (fl.8.Co.

Arch, n.239/k/2,fo.22d1 " 0p until this rlecree, llelson

Ilouse, ras at best considered a tenporary post for the

yinter seasor, though there ¡ras three ot,her pernaaeat posts

of the Nelsoa Bi-ver Ðepartnent: Split take; Nelson flouse on

Î{elson f,ake, ori the uppêr Churchill Bå.ver {establ-ished about

the year 18û0 anil abauilonetl in 18271; antl Southern Inrlian

take {fl.3.Co. lrch, 8.91 /a/81 .
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This ner post ras to be kno$n as Fort Seaborn { frou

ILB.Co, Arch. Fort Seaborn Journal' 1833-34). There is a

sooil initi-catioa that the Cree flho had been trapping around

SpLit Lake, folLoveil the post in iÈs nove to Tbree Poist

Lahe. Thus the first of Siupsoar s objactives seens to have

been successful. ouring the flinter of 1823'4 the natives

had a tolerably easy tiue, ancl tbough the Ïadians uere

entreateil rrby every nÊans in theír po*er to refrain fron

ki1Línq b€avern, tlue t.o an unnsual scarcity of reinileert

thev hatÌ no othar neans of subsistaace than to resort to the

use of the beaver as foocl'

The crêÐ ïêre constantly eûcouraqeil to clefenrl their

trappinq grots¿ls. Tn a letter datetl 28th of September 1843'

Donald Boss vrote to ,3ohn Isbister, Factor of ilelson Hoûse;

rtl am sorry to hear that one of Yout Indíans ías shot by

those of the Enqli-sh River for tlest.roying their Beaver, but

at the safl€ tine f cannot say but he ilesserveil it, as in

parts of the count,ry chere Inclians really value their

hunting etoundls, it. is iteaÈh to those rho encroach on then

fron other quartersn {fl' B. Co. Arçh B" 154/b/ 1 
' 
fo. 32d} .

{Infortunatelyr ro other jouraal than the one fro¡n that

yê¡y first'yêar {1833-4) has surviverl fron Fort Seabornr oË

Nelson EÐus€ as it be ca¡nê to be calledl, untj-l 190?.

Ilovever, there is aviôence to indicate constant occupation

of the post until the present tlay.
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The maze of rivers rhich 1ay betreen Cunberlancl ancl

Tork Factory offereil conslclerable choice of routes fron the

Bay to the rich f,nr traûe of the åthabasca region' Itl 1821

Govetnor Sinpsoa Has convlnceð that the Nelson Råver route'

along tbe Burntroocl and Rat EiYers oyer the fiissing River

Portage to Souttrern fndian Lake an¿I on to Frog Portage eas

certainly ,quicker for caßoes than the usual

flayes-Echtnamish-Norïay ñouse ro¡1te. For tro years {1821+

and ?5) An attempt Tras naile to use ttris nev router but ltas

thea abantlonetl {Rich' 19601 .

The lf elsOn-Bur,ntnoorl ray , in f act ' nêver becaue a

high*ay for the fur ttraile' llthouqh a liqht canoe miqht

make tine, it ras iLl suited for the Tork Boat. the country

could not support men in transit, ancl so the procluetion of

pemnicaa woulit have to be orgaaized in the prairi-es and the

loail brouqht north fron Saskatcheflan, The nornal- route nas

much better locatett anil hance the paroitoxical iliscovery t'hat

the shorter route ?as fiilch more expensirre.

aev. semnons f l s4tt:1011 relates a story of tbe

itestructioa aail tleath of a York Boat creí at a lapids

upstream oa the Nelso:n f rom Split Lake {Eirthilay RaFirls} .

îhis must have taken place in those tro ?ears that the route

eas attenptecl, anil sennons dra¡fs the conclnsion that this

inciileat lert the Cogpany to *ork the llayes RÍver as a less

clangerons routa to the sest, ûand the trlelson has never since
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been used by the York Boat-srr,

The use of the Burntrooil roulcl also have neant that the

voyagers nouS-d forfeit, the de1Íghts of Norryay House and

Cunberlaail House en route; anil t.hey rere'stroaqly reluctant

to níss ore of their feu opport.unities to enjoy tbe

pleasures to be hail in a conmuaíty.

The history of Ne3-son House betveen 1821+ and the turn

of the centr¡ry comes in nost part fron the books anil reports

of the nissioRaries. Rossville ras t*¡e oriqinal- üethodist

nission in the fiorth-flest, havinq been founcleil by the Rev.

James Evaas in 1840, ancl aameil after his frientl aaô patron,

chief Faetor, Roilerick Soss of Norraï House, from which

Rossvil1e ryas onLy a fer miles distast.
f n 1854, the Ïarlian l,lissi.oos in the llorth-flest

Territoríes rerâ transferreil fron the Enqlish sesleyan to

the Canaclian llethoilist Church.

The rery first visit of a nissionary to t{elson flouse in

1869 by tlae Rev. Janes Touag is ilescribecl in bis book tBy

Canoe anrl Ðog Sleiln t1890184-8). Not only is tbe foll-oring

axerpt important fron as histocical vieï, but it also gives

the bias fron rhich the nissionaries rere uadlertaki,ng their
sork.

ilOn o¡e of my canoe trips, rhen Lookiag after pagan

banils in tire re¡note Nelson RÍver Ðist¡ict, I hatl sone

singular experieaces .' I
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t{e hail been journeying on for ten or t*elve rlays

shen one niqht flê canpÊtl on the shore of a lake-l-ike

river, llbll-e ny nerì ïere busily enployeit in gatherinq

wood and cookinq the supper, I vantlerecl off asd ascendeil

to the top of a rell crooiled bill rhi.ch I sar in the

tlistance, TÞry great iaileed vas ÐT surprise' lhen I

reaebefl the top, to find nYseS,f in the presence of the

nost startLinq eïiüeaces of a clegratled paganisn.

The hill hact once been tlensely coverecl ryith trees'

but about etery thitil onÊ hacl beea cut down anil the

stunps hacl been left from four t,o ten feet hiqb, haô been

earveõ into rucle represântations of the hunaa fotrn.

Scatterreil arounil rçre the ilog-ovensr uhich ltêre nothinq

but boles ilug in the qrounÉl antl lineil vlth stones, in

¡rhich at certaia sêasons as part of their religous

cere¡ooni.es, somê of their favorite clogs vhite ones were

always pre:ferretl - rêre roasteclr €IDd thea tlevoured by the

exci-tetl cro*il, ttrere anil there

coniurers anel meilici.ne menr nho,

of disease anil neilicine

superstitious aboninations" helcl

people. the poser of these

ileLudeil Initians flas vÊry grêat. ..

Hiere on ihis hi.ll rere all these sail eviclences of

the tlegradled conclition of the people. I na¡clerecl arounil

#ere the tents of the olcl

conbiaiag sone knovletlqe

ri.tb a great ileal of,

rlespotic sway over the

oldl conjurers ovêr the
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aÐrl eranitê¿l the 5"rlo1s, most of vhich hacl ín front of

them, anrl in sone instances on their f Lat heads'

offerinqs of totaccõ' fooctr, nefl cotton, aud other things.

ily'heart ras sacl at, these eviileuces of such fleqrarlins

iclolatry, antl I Has f,eeply inpressetl rith ny aeetl of

*isdoa anil aiil fnon on biqhr so that vhea I net the

people nho here $orshipped these i-ilols I niqht so preach

Christ anil ffin erucifieil that they vould be constrai"necl

t,o accept Ein as theír all-sufficient Savi.our...

These ol-d con'iurers hail tbe sane feeling tocaril me

as ttrose cho nade silver shrines for Diana of Epbesus hail

torarrls the first praachers of Christiaaity in their

city. ?hey t,renbleü for their occupation. They rlell

knes if I sueeeed.erl ín intlucing the people to become

Christians their occupation soul¿t be gone, anð they woulct

have to settl-e ilosn to nork for their osn liviog' lihe

other people, of starvêr..

À few nore visits effectually settl"eil then in the

truth, they have cut dorn itlols ' f i-lleil up the

clog-ovens, torn aTraT the coniuretst tents, clearecl the

forest, and bauåshetl every vestiqa of the oLtl life. Ând

there, ât çhat is cal-Led nthe t4eetisq of the three

liversrfr o& that ?ery spot where id.o1s ï*re rorshippeil

ani-ilst horrid orgíes, a¡il ryhare the yel-lsr-ratt1es, ancl

ilrums of the olfl coniurers ancl meclåcise meg ïere hearcl
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continuously for clays and nights, there is noy a little

church, whêre these same -fnðians, traasformeil by the

glorious Gospel of the Son of Goil, are clothed anrl in

ttlein riqht uind' sltting at tbe feet of Jesus-f...

... Íhe Tntlians Bol all profess themselves to be

thristialtsr Scores of thea by thei-r lives aail testimoaies

assufe us of t,he blesseil coasci-ousaess that the torcl

Jesus ås intleecl their oryn loving Saviour. Every

conjuring clrum has ceased. All vestiges of the olct

heatheni-sh life are goßer HÊ beLieve for ever'i rl

The vi.si-ts to Netrson flouse so inpressefl Tounq that the

Beverend. Joha Semnens ras asked tc unclertake a mission in

tbe connnníty. In June 18'14 he noverl into a snall nud

rr¡¿ssls¡rr vhich inclucleit a three-legqefl stool ' a nucl

chinaey, anä a snall niailow qivíng a southvard view.

Ho'¡fever as he hað ao interpreter he stayed only a brief time

{Semnens, 18 84;11.21. The next year { 1S75) be returne¿l cith

Edïard Papanpkis, as assistant aatl interpreter' a converteil

Cree xho Has to becone tbe first orclainerl native ninister in

NorÈhern fianÍtoha, to build a church ia l{elson llouse on the

site of that ancient. ilog feast. Àpparently this first

llethodist HissÍon $as buiS-t in alnost the satre spot as the

present ttay church, though this is not uell suþstat'iated'

Senmens ilifl not stay long in Helson ttouse ancl ín 1880 the

servi-ces of Papanekj-s 1¡ere to be clispensetl vith {semnens'

54



1BB4:1S?)" For eleven years Nelson House ïas to have no

rasirlent t{ethodist minister, thouqh ths Hudsonts Bay Factor,
gÌtliam Isbister, contånued to conduct, three services each

Sabboth, anrl teach t,hose chj-lctren sho re¡rainett neartry iluring

the sinter.

The Bonan Catholic priesthooil becane actise in Nort.hern

Itanitoba iluring this tine periotl, çith missioas at, cross

Lake antl Southern fndian Í,ahe. Â,s some of the people at

Î{elson House became converteil by the Ronan Catbolics,

Isbister beqan to fear t,hat they roultl leave hi-s

protectorship aadl more closer to ttrre priests. So, ttrough he

Has a ltlethoclist, he invitecl tbe Boman Catholic Church to

BeLson House ancl l-n the fa}I of 1883 Father Etíenne Bonalil

arriveil and buílt his church at otíahoovin, chicb ías

probabLy the present CathoLic Poi-nt, but the records are

uneleatr.

In 1889 a report by Ïospecti.nq Offi-cer J. ttcDougal

ilescribes the location of the finil.sonrs Bay Conpany Post as

tton top of a hill in the lÍorth flest BaT of lhree Point take.

I ceutral point of laucl for the faclians belonginc to the

Post, but distant f rom the regnl-ar f isheries. n (fI. B,co,

Arch. 8.195¡ç¡11. The pûst consistetl of, some eiqht

buililiuqs; a itwellinq house 20, x 40f ri.th a connect.inq

kitchen, a 20r x 30r nents house, a loq shop for larlian

enpLoyees, a provision store, fisb bouse, ïorkshop, barn,
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anä milkhousê. It al-so shors that ind,ependent trailers ïere

active aart had locatail thenselves at the narrons of, three

Point, about three nriles f¡ors the Company Postr ôs vell as

havinq outposts at IIigh Rocks lprobably the preseat fliqhrock

Inðiao Eeservel anil at each anil of Inclian Lake"

In 1891 the tlethoclists appointecl another miníster to

l{elson flouse. Thls ila!tr, the 3êv. Saguel Ganttint rlas to qive

the conmuníty its first stable school, church, anil probablv

nost inportant through his ni.fe Afiûa Gauôin, tbe regj-ons

vÊry first rtutrsê. The siqht of the ner mission was chosen as

half Ha? betweea Otwahoorin filescribed as five niles to the

eastl and the Bay on Thf,ee Poiut Lake, aãd $as g.irren the

nanÇ Popl-a¡ Point {Gauclin, 1942:411 . îhis l-ocatioa ryas t'o

becone the nexis of todays reserve' rith the BaY' the

nursing home, the co-op store, the schoolr ancl the coffee

shop, Hoïever Poplar Poi¡t ras for soile years a rather

solitary pLace wi.th the Gauclinst oearest ueighbors two níles

itistant.

Though Nelsoa House hadl hail ilirect white contact for

oÍef one hunctreil yeatrs, oûe must not get the impression that,

it flas ilcl.oseü to the outsiäe ryoclfl. Norray flouse, the

centre anit traasshipßent point f,or the fur traile, hacl only

È*o steamers a year bringing supplies north fron the

teruin.i-ous of the'canadias "Pacific Raj-Isay j-n flínnipeg, fotr

hundrecl nil-es to the south. Ànd Nelson House ¡ras another ttto
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ïrunclr+d niles to the north. In the eleven Tears that Gaudin

spent ia Helson llouse on]-y four visít'ors hacl come, and nail

$as recei.veil at best four tlues a Yêâc.

The prirnary rluty of, the missionary flas of coursê to

convert the natiyes to the ltays of Christianity. But the

Gauclins trecana pant of the coutnunity, aot iust outsitlers.
nflhen the Índians of Nelson llonse learnetl of Annaf s cÌeath

they saiil, tThere ïas never one like her, ancl there never

siLl be another ího thouqht only of herself lheu there flas

noone else to think about. t u

Just insitie the iloor of the church at Nelson flouse is a

bronze plaqse to'the nenory of the first nurse to the

Uorthen Cree that reads

To tha gLorv of Gocl anil sacreil to the lovíaq nelnory

of t,he ilevotecl service gíven by Ànna J.

€auclí1. . . f Or, . . ninisterinq to tbe sick and neecly of the

Nelson House native people {Shiplev' t{" 1955:Epi.loguel "

Treaty * 5 in 1875 brought the people of Belenrs River

aafl l{orray flouse anil othec reserves into contact, eíth an

entirely Def dírective force that of the Fecleral

coveËnnent, rith it,s chi.!-ilrenrs aLlosarlce, olil age pêxsion,

ancl forcecl schooling. Horrever the peoptr-e of l{elson House

did not knory of the siqninq and it ras not untll- 1908 that

the lEê1son House Banil si.gneil their aêhesion to Treaty 5.

The chnrch anci sovennent felt the Ïuilians shoulcl lead a
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more settled låfe, one ia tune çith Eurocanatlian üanner and

thought-r an¿l to this end attenrptect Èo instiqate an agrarian

suhsisteace Pattern.

Each family of f,íve peopl-er oE in the proportion

thereof, flas to receive the quarter section of lanrl that sas

so tradlitional ín the opeaing of the Canaclian prai-ries to

homestsailers. ThÊ treaty statecl that the area cedecl nas

ütreserves for fa¡ninq lanitsn anð any bancl of Inclians vho

*oulit trcultivate the soilü shall receive tro hoes ancl a

spacle for eyer-ï famíly, ploushs, harrows, scyt.hes' antl aNes'

and seedl to plant the actuaL lanil broken up for cultisatíon.
ffâ1so for eacb banil one yoke of oxen' one bull andl four

coTrs aLl of the aforesaiil art.j.cles to be gi-ven for the

eacouragenent of the practice of agriculture anoag the

fnrliansn (TreatY +51 .

The níssions ancl the lluilsonfs Bay Conpany Post Yere al-l

set on priyate l-anil rithin the confines of tbe treserve so

that. the Incliaas *oulct have a noilel on rhich to base Èhe

qarctens of their ueÍ agrarian life.
ilñuch of the land ttas rel-l arlapÈerl for agrfcultu!ê.

9t¡eat ripeas rell at Nor¡raY nousê aûd Cross Lake. At Nelson

flouse Inany of ttre fndians regularily çtre*r potatoes, ancl both

fur traders anil nl-ssionaries ragularly cultivatect small

crops of turnip, cagots' 'paxs&ips, raclish*sr cabbage,

caulif}o¡ersr caioûs, lettuce, beans' peas, etcil (Tyrrellt

58



1900:?F). It appears that the crops grogn rere sufficiently

larqe to assist. materially ín tha support of their fanilies

thronghout the ri.nter. But toclay not a sj"nqLe cree famiLy

at Nelson Bousê has plantefl a qarden, thouqh vestiges of

l"arge potato plots remaia arounil one of the abancloneil

Itudsonrs Bây Posts.

?he governnent actively involverl itself is killinq

natíve eulture" f| ,.. nêasures must be

enrl. TheT are vestiges of savagê

coatinue aÐong the fndiaas of any

eivilizing Èhem nust be conparatively at

farminq instructor, Èhe teacher, ar¡il the missionary cannot

aceonplish much anong people sho give theuselves for reeks

toqether to the eïcesses of heaïbeu celebrationn (tairil,

Inclian Conrmissioaer i-n ånnual Report of the Departnent of

Iailian Àffai.rs 1902:185-1921 .

llf.th the coninq of treaty, schooling b€cane nanditory

for chiLelren iluring the rinter. Thus no longer ras t,he

trapper abLe to take bis chiklren antt rife *ith him to the

bush. This hail prof ouncl i. nrplicat,ions on the yearly

settleneat pattern.

Soue chílilren $ere also sent out of the comuuaity to

the resiilential boarcling school at. l{orïay House, but founfl

that üaüvantage gaiaeil at school is of snal"l account iu

oractical lif,e as it is ín the wild norttr-laaà. They have

taken to hasten

lif e anil while

banil, t,he ïork

a stanü stÍll,

the

their

they

of

fhe
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been eûucateil. for aqriculture aacl connerce; ancl nust live

where ttrere i-s neither agrículture noE comuìerce. TheY arê

taken from f,ishi.nq anil hnnti-nq at the formative age' anil

after years of careful- traininq for a ilifferent moile of

1if,e, return to hunt autl fish.. fÊ soüe respects they are

norse off, thaa if t,hey had coatinueit in nornal contlitioqs.rl

{Seßnens in lnnual Beport of the Departmeat of Inôian

Àffairs 1903: 81-31

Gradual-lÍr people began to buikl more pernanent homes

oD th+, resetrTe anil the commuaity of Ne}son llouse as it

erists toitay evolved. In the l-ast sixty years naß? social

anfl technoloqical changes, such as sage labour' the

introduction of more effi,cient neaas of transportatj-on to

the outsicle rorlit by bonbaclier ancl later by roacl, electríc

powetr, tetrephoae, anct teLevision êtc..Çreat'ly íafueacerl li-fe

on the tounsite. ,HoI{eTer, one of the tr.ast ttirected chanqes

íhích affected life outsirle the connunity, uas the

ilevelopnent of the tsegistered Trap Lines {f¡o¡t CarnicheaS-

19?3).

Ta response to a burgeoning clenanil, fur príces begaa a

steafly assent in 189?. Tbe philosophy ras utake all- you

canr but the resideat trapper population ras estínatetl at

less than fifteen hunil¡ed, a number too surall to tlestroy the

trappiaq egualibriunn The aitvenÈ of the it,iae¡ent *híte

ùrapper üpsêt this long-stanrling balance between resiilent
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trappêr a¡rd t,he siLil ftr resource. IÍr the late 1920ts +tith

the resumption of eonstruction of the Hutlson Bav Railvay,

nanv nen enpÌoyeil on the line fou¡rd it more profÍtable to

trap lintervie* Jerry ualaherl. ?hi.s ryas the besin¡ing of

the Ðepression anil the trappers attenptecl to compensate for

loar prices vith an i.nereasetl catch.

Registereit trap línes Íerè int.roclucecl as a sYsten

itesiqnateil t.o elinínate destructi-ve competítion by

intrstlucinq planaed fur harvesting. Tt bacl as its pürpose

the sane obiective as the åecrees of Gorernor George Sínpson

a hunilreil years earlier in 1823. But iosteacl of aLlocating

areas to baads it. atte¡rptecl to al-locate exclusive trapplng

riqhts to indivitluals.

Bonnilaries flÐEe settled tbrough aegotiations between

ehíefs ancl councill-ors of neiqhbouring banils, anil based on

the aatural lines of ili-çísions rhich bancls thenselves hatl

establishefl since 1S23. the anticipateil transítioa fron

community to individlual 1ínes sithin the banil areas coulcl be

uaclertaken qraâua1Ly. But the natives rere so anxious fot

l rnpleuentatioa of t he R " 1. L. I s tbat al"1 clåsputçs ïere

settled gui-ckl-y anil aniably. By 1945 all of, üanitoba nas

uniler the R,T.1. systen.

Trappers nere protacted f,rour onÈsiclers ancl they coulil

conserve their stock of fur bearers so that the benefi.ts

souLil be theirs insteact of their candering conpetitors' The
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rehabilitation of the beaver Has seên as one of the keys to

the R.T.L. systenrS SuccÊss. No other fur hearer brought

such consístantll hiqh prices antt tbe species is non-cyclj-c

aaü îesponds readil-y to prot'ect'ion" ?hus, suf ficieat

breeilinq stoek, properly conservecl roulcl issure a relatively

stearlv incone fot the professional trapper'
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By 1823, and the establisbnent of Nelson House as a

permanent post, the lluitsonf s Bav CompanY hacl instigatecl its

system of Deht. Trappers would be qiven an advanee for

supplies for the çinterts trapping: this tiecl the hunter to

that post anil qave him incentive to be a product.ive trapper

that season, so he could pay off his debt ancl be qiven an

advance the next vear.

Debt ïas ineurred i-n early falI (mÍcl-Septenber to the

end of the uronth) and al-l oE most of the Indians votrld leave

the post for their trappinq grouncls as indivídual family

groups. The f irst f ew clays or weeks flere devotecl to

orqanízingthecamp.l,lengoultlgooutforshortmoose

hunt-ing experliti ons and $omen worrld set, snares ancl f ish in

order to builct up reserves of food f or the first mon t-hs when

trappinq activì ties Hould be at their peak (Truileau'

1966:45¡. Slecls, snofl shoes, fish netS, doq harnesses, and

elothinq uere al-1 made or repaired ôurinq this time of year.

The uissionaries ancl Hudsonf s Bay employees *roulcl renain

in Ne]son House ancl require large supplies of fish to be

used orimarily as dog food. Each slecl dog Houlil be given

trro fish as its daity food regrtírement. So a sinqle tean of

four doqs t{oulfl have required at least 21000 fish in

reserve for the rinter'

Travel to the winter trappinq grounds miqht take only a
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fer hours or as loag as sev+ra1 ueeks' the first aotarieecl

Peterborougtr Çanoe flas seen in lÍelson IIouse in 1908

{shipley'19551'anili¡nnei!.iatel.ythedesiretoolrnsucha
vehicle becane very stronq' People coulil travel farther

títh notors f,or huntinq, but they travellecl no further for

trappingandfishinq.Traplineshailbyt.henalreatlybecome
establåshecl. The year3-y cyc]-e renaineil u¡c]rangetln but nore

trips could be t'akeg as a result each Tear dlntervi-ev:

ångus Boanerl.

ttntil aicl-December trappinq ryas the prinary occupation'

ït, should be not,ecl that trapping ancl hunting are not

mutualtry exclusive activit'iês. flbile trapping, an fnili'an is

coastantly lookínq f,or noos€ aait caribou tracks or beils, anil

rhen hrrntiagr he orttínarily car¡ies a fery ttaps iu his bag

in cas€ he shonlil come across otter tracks, beaver houses'

or ¡oink burro*s (Îruâean , 196614?f '
lboriginally nartin" atuskrat' f or' anil otter Tere

caugbtasiagcleaclfalls.||Theyarethesimplest

coastruction, being coEposecl of t$o logs, the one of whích

issupporteitÐÍêtrtheotherbTmeaasofasnal].stl.ck'in

such a nasner that rhen the ani¡nar creeps hetueen the tro

and pulls the bait, the support is removecl anä the upper 1og

falls anil crushes it to cleathrt {BallaatYtrÊr 1879:9lr¡ ' The

Íntroituctíon of steel traps ¡¡as rapictLy accepted, anfl ?tere

reporteit as nÐost coÍnnonü by Har¡non io 1820 11904:280T ' They
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ïerè s{rperi-or to the more tradítíonal' nethocls anð norê

effective as trappinq bçcane the subsistance pattern.

The p-eop1e rêt,urneð to Nelson llouse for christmas, to

se1l t,hetrr Þêltsn to répleoish provisionsr and to socialize

ïith otlrer Indlan famil-ies. nÍt uas custonary f,or the

Intlians Lonq before they became christ'ians, to have a grÊat

feastatthebeqinningoftheNerYeal.Intheolcltimes'

the prícipal article of, foocl at these horrict feasts eas

dogs, the eatigg of nbich ilas accoßpaniefl by ilaßy reyolting

cetrenonie5, the nissionariesr insteacl of abofishiaq the

f,east, turned it into a religous festivalrr {loungt 1890:661'

perhaps eiqht hunarect or a thousand niqbt be preseat for the

Christmas feast libj-'å P"68).

It is int+restinq to note thaÈ it ¡ras the rhite nan nho

introiluceil the custou of the hanclshake. Neî Yêars i's still

knoçn aS nKi,ssi.ng Ðayt, aail the kiss serveil the purpose of

our nore fornal- greetinq {ibid p.66).

Àf,terrarcls the Cree reÈurneil to their niater homes'

There îNas little trappinq ia January or February, because of

the extrene colil. Arouna Easter, there $as a seconcl trip to

the Post, after which trapping a¡d hunting 1rere resuneil

{Trurteau" 1966:46) anil agaín t}¡e mi-ssionaries combineil the

rellqj.ous aspecà ¡¡ith the t,raclitíonal yearLy settlement

pattern.

trate Blnter lras the nost ðifficult ti.me of the year.
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Ðurlng tbis perioil it tras haril to securê the :necessi-ties of

1ife.?helargequantitYoffireroorlregni'reilrrasobtaineil

oalybyagreatexpenilitureoflabouralcltine.flunting{fas
hazarclous because of climatic conclitions' antl ganÊ was often

ðifficult to fínd. The rhitefisb taken or eauqht ín the

fal-l vas oftes exhar¡stetl. Fishinq ryas surtailetl' Thís ïas

part}V itue to the fact that'fislr renai-n soneflhat' inactive in

deep uater, trut in ailttition the ice is so tþíck in February'

it sonetlnes took nearLY a nbole ilay to sêt oDe net'

Formerlythesma].l.anount'ofEuropeanfooilbroughtinbythe
qrorp ln the faLl hatl been consumecl by late ryinte¡' Even

toilaî sone fanilies have no f,l-our by earli sprinq {Edïard

aad Boclgers, 1959: '1111 . It Îras r¡i-th much ioy anfl relief that

caÐp ïfas noyeil to the narshlantt for the sprj-ng niqration of

tlucks antl geÊse (Semnens.' 1884:73) '
By late ilay breakup bad occurred, tbe famllíes st'oreil

aïfay ryinter cLothes anit equipnent antl returnetl to the Post

by canoe {Trucleau, 1966:66}. Tbe past yearrs ilebt ras paid

off anil, after 1908, the èreat.y noneY ïas paid at thls tíne'

sußner lras a periotl of relaxation for nostt vith tfa

nonotonous diet of fish relieved by rild raspberries,

stracberri-es, ancl bLueberriestr {t{ason ' 1961:28} '

Ttre nitlilLe of Juae to the niilttle of Àugust ras t'be

perl-otl of freiqht'ing supplies f,ron l¡orfla? House' nFor t'his

rork the Huilsoars Bay ConpanY enploYeil tcentv-eight able
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bodiei3 men of l{elson House to travel in Èhe Tork Boats'

?hree boats ïere i-n tbe briqaÈle antt two trips çere macle eacb

year. In thj-s ryay oD the tryo tríps they $er€ able to

traasport about ttentT-five tons of variots suppll-es to the

Inrlian f,ur tradeu {Gauilín, 19422771 . Àfter the conpletion

of t.ïre Huclson Bay ßaílvay srrpplies Here transportecl by

bonbadier train from çaboden" Toital supplies are brought in

fron Thonpson on ltanitoba Provincial nighcav Route 391 by

traasport trailar.

ït 5-s alnost impossihle for the trapper t'oðav t'o

surçive ryithout store bought f,ooil' l¡tt'h ttre co¡ring of

conpulsory school, nen coulti no longer take thei'r ryives rith

the¡n å-nt,o thê bush. In forner tines lronea set snares' antl

físh nçts rith eviilence Èhat thÞse acti'vl-ties proviileil a

substantlal patt of tbe iliet' anil they prepareil the meat and

pelts of tbe fur bearers anel cervidae procured by the

hunter. Tbe trapper torlay has 1itÈle tine to devot'e

ilirectlv to fooil product:lon antl nust transport most af' his

fooit frou the store to canps, and nr¡st' provicte fooil for his

ryife "anct chíl-ilren in the to¡rn {Bishop' 19?tt: 29; Ë

VanStone, 1965:20ì .

The ituratioa of tine spent in the bush has tliminísbeil

narkedlly. The advent of tbe snonnobi.le has narle travel 1n

rinter much fastec and nor€ pleasureabl-e' â trapper must

preparê his orn fooil, make his Ûïn repairs, cut woocl anil ilo
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all the other assoc!.ated necessities of ilay to iÌay l-ifer anrl

upon retufning from his trap li-nes finil an enpty anil lonely

cabin. Instea¿l of speniti.nO noaths in the bush' the trapper

toclay ui},l skitloo to hj.s trapline for several days and

return to l{el-sor House, tbe cycle beinq repeateil many tines

over the ri-nterr

This model of the yearLy subsistence guest of the cree

conÐs prLnarítrv fron the experience of Truileau (19661 at

llinisk, Ontario. Ho¡reYer i.t agrees re}1 ryith Russel- {1966}

at Sanily BaYr Saskatcheïan; The sfampy Cree of uestern Janes

Bay {ltonignann' 1965} ¡ oxforil flouse {tdason'196?l; Bupert

House {Knightr 1958}; the Hi-stassi-ai of Quebec {Eilraril anil

Roilgers, 1959); anil the intervíews ryith the people of Nelson

ffous€,
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the housing of toilays Cree' rhile in the hinterlanil,

prBsents an'interesting exanple of the change fron the canps

of three hunflred years ago, ItIß nanT iustaaces formal

featares are the sane' but the rnat,erials inrolved are

rlifferentn {ltason, 19672201 .

åt contact, Èhe typical Cree sumqer loclge Ìras a conicaL

têepee fornecl by lashing tïo long poles -t'oqether sith a

tbirct pole maklnq a tripodL. f)ß this base trenty-five other

poles are Laii1, their butts foruring a cÍrcle t en to

treuty-five feet ia itiamete¡. Teepee colrers ryerÊ of Boosê

and of caribon hifle.

As supplias of hi-ctes became hari[er to obtai-a clurinq

the era of tlepletion, either rol1s of birch t¡ark

{BaltantTl¡êr 18?9:?0t or slahs of spruce barlç refe lrserL

llnterviec: Nathan üoose) . f,ater canyas or blankets

obtainett fron the traders beqan to replace the naÈural

ßaterlals {}tovie: Jobrs Ga¡clen} .

l{oy store bouqht ca¡¡1¡as-ryallei[ tents are pteferedr an¿l

alnost uniyersal-ly useit by the Nelson flouse People rhile in

tbe bush {persoaal observati.oal .

{inter tlselLinqs Íere much the sane' but the franerork

ras reínforced as hiqh as seven feet from the base vith

loselv laid splít poles, chÍnkecl with noss, coverê¿l rith

bark or eanvas anil a layer of m6ssr anctr excavatecl for tïo or
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thrçe feet belor qround level-, âlld carpeted ryj-th thick

layecs of spruce boughs. Fith the usual firç hearth in the

centrê and smoke hole at the toPr tbis teepee coulil

comfortabl-y house a 1arge f,arni]-y in temperat'ures of fífty

ilesrees belory zeEo {tlason, 1967t211 ,

Overniqht ni-nter campsr â5 rere usetl shen travellíag

long di.stances, or rhen caught overnight chile hunting' Hêre

remarkable in thai-r sinplicity consiilering Èhe extreme coLd.

å place ras sought, which durånq Èhe previous sünmer hait

been b¡rneil in a forest firç, killino the trees' aail Leaving

then so Ary that they naile the best of fuels' Ia the lee

sirte of sone ilense f,orest, a dozen or so trees fron t'selve

to tsenty i.nches in itianeter Ìrere felLecl ancl choppeil up into

Lenqths of f,rom tea to fifteen feet. Snofl shoes rere used to

shoveL the snofl into three siiles surrouncling a ten foot

Sc¡qârê. Ðn the fourth såde rhich ïas chosen to be up rinfl'

a huqe fire ças built vith the cut 1oqs. À pÊrson sould t'hen

sleep unðer the stars, conpl-eteLy Hrapped fros the top of

the heart to the, toes in many layers of clothinq {Young

1899:1631 " .Tak€ Hoose t a Nelson House ûan tlteoty-three

years oLil re¡nembers canping in thi.s style with his father as

a young boy.

ïlason {196?;23t consíilers the clone-shapecl bark fli-gra$

descrj-beil by Skinner (1911:13) f,or the Eastern Cree to be

rare except near the southera borcler shere cultural features
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ressenble th,osê of the neiqtrbourinq oiibwa.

Àbout, '1900, flil,lian Isbister, Factor of Nelsos ÍIouse'

began to eacourage tbe coastruction of 1oq cabins. Toilay

alnost aLl trappers have a si.ngle roon cabln as r¡inter

ilrell,inq. they are of spruce logs, no-tchett t,o f,it at the

corne¡s¡ they have roofs of, liqht poles covered vith bark

and earth, or roofíag papêr and are furnishecl uith a fer

chairs otr benches' bnilt-in bunks antl shelf space, and are

heated ïith a stove in the mi-ctdle of the floor.

In early times, before Èhe clepletion of ganer people

priiled themselses oa beínq good hunters anrl the catchi¡lq of

;fish by a huntêr ras froflaed upon by others. In later Years

there Ìfas no other forn of subsistance and fish becane an

acceptecl staple of the ttiet.

the crÊe sonetimes took the larqest fish, such as

sturgeoa, trout, antl sone whitefísh, ryith spears. At o-ther

tines thev caught fish ía draq or sccop ßets. Fish veirs

are an ilncon$on site ûott. .tlorever, in 1940 llason 1196?:33)

notes that ilue to a scareity of netting trine' nanï Initians

rlere forceil to builit reirs under t,he guitlance of a fec o1¿l

nêor Fish traps are useil in narro*s ancl rapicls aail Àngüs

tsoûner {åatarvieïl noted their use at the encl of Footprint

Lake,

Tryo converging barrieçs of loqs are stretcheil aeross a

stream, Àt the apex a euadrupod nattre of four forkeil logs
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interlockect at, the topr nas erecteil. Suspeniletl from this

stanil Has an inclineil trouqh-like basket uade by lastrinq

tosether, paraL1e1 po!-es which hatt the bark strippefl off'

Oae end of the trianqle Laid belorl the surface; t,he other

¡ras elevateil above the $atâtr. Thê rusb of Èhe currênt ssept

the, flsh rp on the poles. The rater escapeil throuqh the

spaces betseen tt¿e potres rhil-e the fish Here pusherl hiqher

up the trough by a uan vho *iel-rlect a aetted scoop.

Sonetínes mau *arteil into the ríver above the eeir aail threry

stones into the nater to sencl the flsh dornstrean.

{ânoaynous: article fron ìtelson llouse School Recorcls}

Eosever, the general nethoil of fishing used toclay is

the qilL net, son€ tner¡ty to sixty fathoms i.n lenqth' vbích

contain fron tçe1ve to forty neshes, of fron two to sêven

inches iu riilth. ilIlpon llaes ryhich are ii.xea upon eaeh sid.e

of the net, for the purpose of sÈreßgthening it' they

fasten, opposite to each ot.her, a snall stona aad a vootlen

buoy, once in about the clistaace of about tto fathons. Tbe

net is carefully throra into the xater antl by neans of the

stones on the one siile anil the buoys on tï¡e other, it

becomes extencletl to its f ull breaclth. The enfls of the net,

which forn a seni-circle are serecl by stone; antl it is

vi-sited eeery clayr anrl taken out of the uat,er €very seconil

ilay, to be cleaneil and drietln {Harmon, 1904:290} . The

nethoit tocl,ay onlv tlisaqrees uith Harnonrs tlescription in
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that *store bouqht commercial f ish nets are usetl.

nishinq is imr¡ortant in f aIlr âs wLnter foocl r antl in
the earlv spring, when nany Épeeies of fish are moving into
shallow water to spalln.

Winter fishinq is a rrcommon practicett (Interviell: Àngus

Bonner). A jigqer propells the net by, in effectr EêIkinq

underneath the thick ice cover. Holes in the ice are nor

either drilleit þy nachine or by the use of an ice chisel.
Before the Indians had metal, rocks Here heatecl in huge

bonfires ancl burnetl their way throuqh the ice cover. Snow

was heapetl over the hole anil acted as an effective insulator
so that the hola would not freeze overniqht. !tinter fisbing
ças also clone in the open vater ab the outlet from lakes ancl

on rapids uhere the ice either never forms or forms late in

the winter.

Fishinq for the Hutlsonrs Bay Company hacl alsays been an

activity vhich oceupied the Nelson House people from the

earliest clavs of the Company. Thus the introduetion of

conmercial fishinq in 1 944 fitted into a uelI-est.ehlished

suumer econonic pattern. rt is a most popular ancl adaptive

economi-e aetivity. ft not only allows the people to camp in
the bush durinq the sumner months with their families, but

also provitles then cith a source of i.ncome cithout

interfering uith the formal- eilucation of chiltlren. Also

footi costs drop 'lurinq sunmer monthsr ês many of the fish
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caught are consumêd and fish are eaten at least onçe each

ilav {BishoP, 19?4: 39} .

The ma-ior fl-sh taken ís the uhitefish, vith lesser

anounts of iackfish' tttllibee' burbot' and píckeral'

Ilnfortunely sturgeon, rbich is so valuabLe as a supplY of

oil antt perhaps caviar, has alnost eatire]-y vanåsherl from

Northern Fianítoba' It takes treaty yÊars before the

sturgeoa can fêproôace anct because it j's such an easY fish

to capture iturinq its spacning füIlr today it ls an extrene
:

oilility.
The ¡aaloa game for bo'th sinter anil sumnêr setre the

noose' tleel, and caritrou.

iloose arê easiest to hunt in the fall ruttíng periocl;

and are also fattest at this tine of year, havi-nO a thiek

layer ovsE thei.r back guarter' Ðuring rÍater they move into

shelterertsíanpyvalleys.Theyteniltostayiaarestrieteil

area for the rinter in groups of three or four, antl may be

ru$ doryn by a hunter in snolf shoes, ôs the deep snolr inpecles

their speeil anfl they soon tire. Duriag the sunner they noTe

more freely throuqh the bush but on hot, calm llays they are

often founil at t,he uaterrs e'lge in ortler to escape insects'

to ilriak, anil to cool off, As fall approaches they are

fouail ia shallov ¡taters eatÍ'ng roots of large aguatie

plaats" The Cree toilay alnost invariably carry a gu1 in

their caãoes in the chance that' they ci1l si-qbt a noose
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al-ong the ¡raterrs êtlqe.

There ryere tno tYpes of caribou ia the area' the

rooillanil anil the barrenland. the rooclland. caribou antl the

ilear occupy the sane adaptíve plateau ancl are huntecl in a

sinilar ilaaner to the noose. the barrenl-anrl earibou

formerlï noved southcaril into the area in t{ovember ox

Ðeceober or clurinq the spri-ng nonths ryhen tbey ilropperl their

younq, lllfhile hearcling theV alnost loose their fear of man

$ so hunrlrecls nay be kílletl...rhen a hunter gets oB t'he

track of a hearil his ob iact is to kil} their leacler - t.he

shole hearit 5.s thus throcn into ilisarray until a tlew leader

asserts itself, anà the . hunter nay be fortunate enough to

q€t venison to heep hlm anil his fani.ly for tsoÐthsTf {Yoûrlqr

D. rl. 12721 .

In July and Âugust the nigration is uorthrarilr and the

Cree rouLel cait at Ðpen rivers to slay the animals vhile

thev rere helpl-ess in the flater {Ìlasson 1967:121 .

githin nemory of olil Indian hunters, Eobse tlere scarcet

but the great hertls of caribou migrateil annually as far

south as the ïluilson Bay Raåtroad. Totlay the situatioa is

reverse<l. Barrënlanil earibou have ûot been seen soutb of

Brochet since the 1940rs {Intervie¡r: Jerry Ëalaher}, but

ilany moose are caught each Year.
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'The first section of thi-s thesis has sho*a that the

Cree -have experíenced direct, acculturative anil tresource

prêssures, ancl j-nðirect assínilative pressures rhích have

liniteil täei-r ability to no?e vithj,n the Boreal I'orest'

since the first coatact citb shite nao in the seveateeath

century.

Before the Hu<lson ÐaT Corapany, Ètre Creê coulil travel

throuqh the forest and pl-ains Íu search of optimiun f,oorl

Eesouces in responce to the chaoges of season. Às they

hecalae ilepenitent. on certain trade goocls, ancl food resources

itinj.nishect, thêy beçane first nidclleuren' and then trappers.

Ðuring each staqe they beeame rDore confined in ¡rhat nay be

ilescribed as a houe territory or yearly t'ravel route.

Eventually ' communit,ies becane establishecl arounil specific

trailinq posts an¿l the yearly subsisteace patteru ras li.nitetl

t.o movenent betreen the post and t,rappiuÇ grounils. Toilay the

tlelson House peoplê live on a governmenf Inôian reserve ancl

olrn the riqhts to very specific anit yell-ilefineil registerecl

trapping lÍnes.

The nexus of this thesi-s ís that lrithín these ímposetl

anit perhaps a¡tifícial boundries, the Cree ¡rhile ia the

hi-nterland, continua to create sites which are little

j.nfluencecl b? external stiuruli at the micro level. Therefore

an exanination of these siàes is a methocl of observinq ttre
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utilization of tbe natural environrneat by the natívê people

in a state as close to the i"acliqenous as is BoIt porssible.

Ànrt through this process the creers pceferences anil ,desires

of thelr Bay of life nav be iuferred.
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ts it possíbl-e to ilíscovÊr siqnifåcant associatíons

betreen sites fouact oD Lake tlapisu ancl speciJiic factors {or

combinations of factorsl such that aßY reqularities in the

selectlon of site 1ocj. ilaY be derived?

ã site is definett as any locus of hunan occupation,

for any l-eagth of tine. Hany authors, {Cbang, 1958' 1962'

1974; I{il}ey, 1953¡ Vanstone, 19?1; aafl CanbeLl' 19681 have

poÌnteit out that site seLection is a function of

environuent,al factors, cultural preferencesr ancl axternal

Stimuli. As has alreatly been shoun' at the nacro scale, the

Nelson Ïlouse Cree are no longer able to select $here they

nish to waniler i-n search of their subsistence as a resul-t of

external. st,inuli. In thís section it sill be ilemonstrateil

that yithin the nicrocosm of take Bapi.su, eavi-ronnental aatl

cultnral- factors of site selection uithin systems of

resoürce utilízation üaY be deternined ancl defÍued.

.ii:. rr.ì,-i,::r,ìr.i....-i:i ::,'.::'r::::¡:i.i r.tr
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fi-elit research uas carcieil out oa Lake Fapisn {see

li{ap Tl."t¡ for tso ancl a half nonths duriag tbe sunnar of

1 9?4.

The eati-re shoreline of Lake flapisu cas classifiecì

accor¿ling to tbe shorellne schene oof Seetion ITI {see

insert, üap App IV.! anit 2l at a scale of one iach to one

half nile { oae centimelar to oûê guarter kilonet,er).

Síte l"oci oR llapisu are guite snall, and almost

i.nvisable thile on the uater or ín tbe air {except for about

hal-f a dozen larga camps anrl t,rappisg cabins) ' Therefore to

Loeat.e :sltes, it ras necessary to ralk alonq the shoreLine.

Onca a site ïas fountl a st.anctarcl site report, ras conpletecl

{see Figure If .1) , Si.tes ryÐre pin-poíntecl on naps tracecl

fron aår photo nosaics of the Burntcood Blner Eapping

Project of the Lake rylnnípeg, Cburchi-ll, antl Ì{elson Stuily

Boaril at ai scale of oûê centirneter to oae bundrecl ancl

tyeaty-five Bêters (approxinatly). . This peruittatl locatÍon

of sites to sithin tryenty neters of thelr true situation.

Ertensi-ye pbotOøraphíc ¡eco¡¿ls Írere taken of each site' ancl

of +ach na'ior feature' Colour slides usinq a l{ikkornat 35 mm

canera $ith a wicle anq}e lens' ltere founct to be a gooit say

of capturiag the general locat,ion of the site, of the

shorelina characteristics, anil physioqnonic unit üpon rhieh

it ras locateil, antl the general Yegetation in the area. A
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Iashåeamat 2 1/tr in sg camêra rith black and vhite filu uas

useil for recordinq inatividual site features and artifacts.

À11. photos rer€ recorcled sith ,ilate, f ilm uunber' shot

nunber, ili.rection of shot, speecl, f-stop, antl description of

shot on both tbe sitc reports anil ín a seperate photo

aotebook" This ctross-referenci-ng ras founil useful i-n later

site anaLysis.

ls some of tbe sites Ðerê irtentifiecl as to purposÐ

anil location bv the peop:le of l{elson HousÊ' infornant data

lras trecoriled.

ÀccuratÊ rlescriptions of the site rere naile, often

acconpanierl by a nap or sketch. Several typical site

descriptions are íncluiled ln Appanrlix I.

It vas hopecl at first to *alk the entire shoreline

of flapisu, hot¡ave¡. the field season lj-miteit the survey to

the north nest lobe, the south east, 1obe, th+ central east

l-obe, and tÌ¡e eentral portion of the 3.ake knorn as the

narrors. (See insert lîap IV. 1 for survey li.nlts,l This

represeuts about 90 kn or about, one haLf of the lakets

shoreline.

Efqhteen íslaads anrl fourteen creek ¡nouths were

surveyed. A creak ras defiaed as any uater inLet to the lake

nhieh nouful be nayigable h? a snall canoÊ at an esti¡nateil

hiqh rater level.

Basic transportation Has eiÈher a tnelve-foot
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alunininn boat or aa eiqhteen-foot sguare-back freighter

canoe porereil by a ten horse-pCIser outboard motor. Both

rorketl çel1, aail rere capabl-ê of bolilinq equåpnent, the

author, and a$ associate researcher. Hoseverr the smal1

alnninium boat provecl Èo be unstable cith nore than tro

people or in navês over three feet, hiqh. occasíonaIly a

t,relve foot caaÐe lras used for access oD creeks and in

shallor ûarshes.
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Site *

Type of site:

Locatíon: UaP #

Lat

Tnfornants:

l[ote ref,erence ¡

sk€tches: {sketch sbouing features, artifacts' etc}

.Ìlap: {sketch map usinq hancl 1evel aoit tape neasurel

Phot"os: CÐlour slides

clate Page reference

film * shots *

PhotograPher

black aofl white

äate Paqe reference

filn * shot's *'

PhotograPher

Àrtifacts: (ctescriptÍon of refuse, etc)

Features: {ilescription of hearths, t'ent spacÊs' etc"}

Other: lanimal bones, chopped trees' etc)

üaterials collectecl:

prêseüt cootlit'ioa: {qeneral clescripàion}

Yeqetatíon:
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INTRODTTCTTON

Lake $apisu has been usecl by the people of tlanitoba

for much longer than the recorclecl hist,ory of the arear âs

ryas shotn in Section I. Tbe sites which s€re found Over the

sunmer of 1974 reflect the present usage by the cree of

Nelson Tlouse, but yithin this smal1 area the site selection

ancÌ systens of resouree utilÍzatioa ref l-ect a set of

ecological paraneters nhich have been operative for a ¡nuch

lonqer periiocl of tine than the sur?iviag sites. Thus an

analysis of present sites is not only illust,rative of the

ray of life toilay, ¡rhich has incorporatetl manY of chite

maars gooils aacl technologyr but

of *hich has remainetl nnchanged

contact.

site sel_ectloa is broken into a type eLassif,ication

*hich is based on the síze ancl length of occupation. The

smallest iilentífiable site is the hearth' fn increasing

complexity, the other types are sgalL caup' canp' ancl 1og

eab.ia.

Sone onÞ hundre¿l

the shoreline of T,ake

sites {56) rere hearths'

onLy char:recl ryooil aacl

of

in

a culture, the founilation

foar centuries of nhite

remaineil. Thirty-four snal1 camps rith the

t¡ro tent spaces ïere foundr and fcur larger

and twelve sites rere locatacl along

Bapisn. BT far the largest nunber of

short stoppisg-off points of which

a smal1 anount
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or nore tênt spaies. There are two log cabins rhieb ïere

actively useil by trappers ilurinq tbe sinter of 19?3-tlr anil

tso loq cabins lrhích had f,al-1en into tlisrepair. Three vinter

roails ïerê locatecl. À commercial fj-shíaq stat.ã.on anct the

accÐßpanyinq liviaq areas' the ArchaeologicaL Researcb

cêntre diq site {a trailítional canoe-buiLdiaq spot) the

sunnerf s base camp (situated. oa the fouadations of a former

sar ni11), and seve¡al fish eaches' $ere sites of larqer

ext.ent. TFo sítes left by bush cress of üanitoba flyilro rÍere

found.

Ia general, a site ïas clelineatecl such that it

includeit al-1 the features and artifacts ryhich verÊ 1n

relatíve close proxinaty to one another antl associ.ateil nith

a sinqle site utilízatioû.
ffavinq establlshetl a basic typology, the systens of

rêsource utilization can be flefinecl.

1l Travel

-sunner

-rinter
2l l{on-conruercial físhing

-sumner: local- consumptíon

-vinter: local eonsumption

3Ì Huntinq

-larqe game

snal!. canp

larqe canp

caches
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4ì

5)

-rater fowl-

BÊrry pickinc

Trapping

-com¡nercial:

6)

canps

0ther

-noilern Inflian industry:

-archaeoloqical dig site

?) , f{ydro

-rhite fiaa

cabins

Tbe diversi.Èy of sites f ouacl on Lake flapisu

represeats the entire raûge of aetivÍties nhich the historic

literature anil ?lelson flouse lnterviews intlicateil that the

Cree took part in. gbereforÊ the assumption that the

micfocosrn of Lake flapisu is a representative segnent of the

Nelson flouse cuLture over a long peniocl of tine is probablV

true,

sarnill-

conmercial fish:i.nq

B'I
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Total årea

iluuber of fslands

fslanil ãrea

Pbreåggl:?ÊEÊnetgEF -9. 
s-!ake-g,epig g

Water Àrea {0 ¡r. contourl

tlaxinum Depth

40.89 nillion s{" neters

15.79 sg. niles
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2.00 million s{. meters

Q,77 sÇ. niles

38.89 nillion sÇ. meters

15.42 s{. ni.les

10 neters

32,8 1 feet

8,03 neters

26.34 feet.

128.33 nilli-on cubi-c neters

0"20 mitrlion acrs-feet

llean Depth

Yolune

Shoreline Lenqth

Lake outline

IslLand.s

Total

fron: Brosn t 1974.

149.34 kilometers

92.80 ni-Ies

32.51 kilometers

2A.20 niles
181"85 kiloneters
113.00 miles
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A hearth as a separate site cas sínply the renai.ns

of a fire aacl a smal-I auount of refuse in isolatÍon. The

renains of fires were of course founil in larger sitesr êDd

these ryere includeð as features of the larger site.
Ilearths represeateil 50* of alI the sites on Lake

Fapisu anil ïerê renarkably coasistent in ttreir appearancê.

the anount of refuse uas yêry snall. Often there ras not,hl,nq

except the renains of charred woocl to nark the spot. fphoto

Iï.11 Rarêl.y ïere there nore than three cans left around.. of

these, Canpfire Sausages, beaa cans, and stess were the most

connoß. Tea bags flere often found; tea has been a nëcessary

part of any short stop since Èhe tlrink cas íntroclucerl

centuries ago by the ÍIudson 8ay Coupaoy.

?he hearths $ere bnil-t in contrast cåth the white

nants rules of, fire-rnakíng as exenplifj.ed in any bov scout

nanueL. Tbe rooil for fires sas almost neyer choppetl into
small påeces or split. l.tost hearths rere forurecl of Long

pipces of spruce or dri.fttooð about tno meters in length,

There ¡ras not a sinqle instance of a hearth site havi¡g been

built within a riaq of stones. ThosÊ heartbs fouuil in a

$oo¿leil area nay have been extinguishetl by çater, but never

by being coyerecl by eart,h , and large nunbers ïerê probably
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Lef,t to tlie by themselves. Nor wâre the remains of the fires

scattereå. The logs Here of,ten founcl in situ" Hearths were

often built at the base of a tree, nith consequent scorching

of the bark, the tree beinq used as a natural reflector for

heat rather than as a rooil supplY.

â sinqle hearth on the lake {site 251 sas obvíously

rtifferent from all others. It sas locate¿l on islanil 1, ten

neters fron site ztr. ?here rere Do rocks conveniently

3-ocatert on rhich to sit yhile resting tresirle the fire; the

fire pit ryas much larger than usual; the location ras damp;

the¡e ïas a Shake anil Bake contaíner; the ashes rere covereil

by sanil anil sone rere heapeil to one siile. ünlike other

hearths .j-t di¿t not blencl into the lanclscape, but seeneil

superimposeil oû it. It lras therefore probably not a Cree

site, bcrt one built hy whi"Èe Ran.

55S of hearth sites sere on or besicle a spit or

out,crop anil 28!4 rere in or besiile a cove. The cove-spit

physioqnonic collection is typical of aß irregular

shoreli-ne" lùot a sinqle hearth {as founcl along a regular

shoreli.ne, that is one. in vhich the shoreline ras of a

si¡rgLe classificatioa for more than a quarter of a

kll.oneter.

fiearths are often found on exposed betlrock spíts'

opea to the ri-r¡il. Even a qentle breeze $oul-il elear the area

of insects, anil thereby enhance the enioynent of aûl stop.
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The granite which forms the spit is shattered, and these

small differenees in height make confortable chairs.

A larqe portion of the south shore of the eastern

lobe ras heavily burneÈl about ten years âÇo. {photo II.2 E

II"3l Penetra-t,ion into this arêa is almost inpossible. verl

fev sites of any type ïere located along such a shoreline.

flhere a site ças found {Bg, site 84), it sas locatett in ç}rat

rras describecl as the only pleasanÈ spot in the entirÉ area,

Dear a creek mouth ancl isolatecl f,rom the ilestruction in the

backsborê by a thin frinqe of crowing nat,ure forest,
The hiqh percentage of hearths found in exposecl

pLaces ínilicates that these would be usecl in Farmêr tines of

the year. Tn all protrabílity, riater hearths, because they

arê built on top of the snoÍr cover, roulcl fal1 iato clisarray

as the snor melted and nould be ¡nuch hariler to locate.
Therefore the sample of hearth sit,es is probablV biasecl

toçards snos-free occuÞation.
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lbe -9qe ll-c snP,*S,l! g

I smalL ÇaInB is a site l¡ith only one or tco tent

spaêes. Bhether hotb tents sere erecte¿l ancl useil

concurrentllr or *hether the si.te ras Ëeusetl over several

years, vas often i.mpossible to ascertain. The ínportant

peraneter is in the size of the livinq area, aacl the

requireil area is quite sna11. The Eost comnon tent useil by

the Helson flouse Crêe is about tryo meters by three neters in

size, lfhis provirles sufficlent roon for a fairly larqe

family. The only ot,her operl spacê is the cooking area, a

hearth of betryee¡ oae antl three nêt.ers ín rlianeter.

therefore a snaLl camp can be coustructecl in only t,ryelve

sguare a€ters.

À relatively flat spot {t-ess tban tso cleqree sLope}

is a prerequisite, but because the amount of level ground

neailed is oaly the síze of the têtrt, -t,his caa usually be

found in any given area,' trÍr fact, the easiest say for an

observer to fiad a smal-l flat locatioa, is to locate a snall-

caÐp!

In eontrast to the hearth sitesr snall canps tenclecl

to' be- locateô '¡itbin or at the bouailary of the bushr rather

than having an open exposure. fn general nost trees Ðere

left standlnq, aatl those fery which ryere clearecl, permittecl a

small open area to be expanâeil i*to oae vhich noulrl serve as

a conf,ortable size for the livinq area.
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Tbirty-five small- camps rere locaterl alonq the

surveyecl shoreline" Thj-s represents 2BÍ of all sites. There

ås a narkeil costrast- betryee¡ sites use{'ilurinq the snow-free

period ancl the rest of the year.

The first type of ninter camp ras located iust
insiiÌe the forest bounclary. The trees ïbich surrounil the

site give extrenely qootl protection fron the cokl cinter
xin{ls. the ground betceen the tent sites ras not flat anrl on

t*o sitas cas covereil ïith boulders, The tent ras simply

built on the snor with no thouqh.t of I,he ground beLow.

The second type of $inter canp was locatecl well

withln the sprtce forest, flve to eiqhty neters insirle the

treecl sone. The slopê ras usually flat, but flas occasionally

as steep as five ilegrees. the f,l-oor of the tent ïas

invariabl-y cosereä ryith spruce boughs. These aeteil as

insulation aqainst the colil ground, and as a nattress. Often

a small sprüce trêe (tryo or three meters in heiqhtl was

founrl besiile the canp, with its limbs fleboughecl. Sna11

sprnces proviile better branches for the floor covering than

Ldrqer trees because the 1Ínbs are not thick, aatl so will
sot cut into a personfs back nhen sleeping"

On several sites there ilas no iudi-cation that a teat,

hail been used. Tnformants l.lacob ¡{oosÊ ascl At¡rahan Spence}

dlescribetl ninter eanping. Snolr ras cleareil clora to the

grouncl for the rinter hed ïith sno¡r shoes, ancl piled on
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three sicles, Spruce trees $ere then cut ancl pil-acl three hiqh

a!.ong these borders. The boughs from tbese trees uoulil make

a thick covering over the snos. A Larqe fire vas built on

the fourth sicle, anil tenclecl throughout the night. The heat

refl.eeted by the logs antl snor banks uas sufficient to

pernit a confortable sleep.

Shere tents sêre usecl, the hearth ilas alcays built

iust outsi-ile the tent door. Fiqure rI.3 are sketches of the

re¡naias of tïo rlnter camps.

Summer sites are typifíed by

I for site ilescriptÍonl . This camp

after oecupation. Photo II.4 is

{f aÈher, nothêr, three chilclren,

The pilrpose of the trip, apart fron

the bush, {as nultífold. A large

the hope of locatinq a noos€ aod a shot gun flas camieil for

ryiLd fouL (thr*e ilucks sere caught ancl eaten]. Berry picking

ras also carrieil out. Photo II.5 shoss the spit oa vhich t,he

camp $as located. lhe burn in the backgrounil ïas very

severe, hut a fery rfieters of unburnecl spruce isolated the

eaûp from the tang].e of falleu trees ia the rear. Pboto If.6

anil TI.7 are taken from the sane location, during antl after

occupation, À11 that. renaineil nere tbe two tripocls ancl

crossnent¡ers of the tent fra¡oe anci the heart,h. The rubbish,

cans, garbage hags, ête. detaileit in the site ilescription

site 114 {see Appentlix

cas observeil Èluri.ng anct

a shot of the family

ancl iloq) in their canoe.

the pleasure of beiaq in

bore rifle nas carriett in
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rerÐ probablT left behincl by a flydro creï in 19?2 Ðr 1973.

Of all the sj-tes on take ffapi-su only two {sites 16

and 90) hail eviilence of a semí-eircular lean-to on whj.ch an

outsiile covering $as laid lPhoto IL 8 t 9) . Thêrê rras no

intlications of nlgwams havinq been useil as living guarters,

thouqh in I'telson Honse, anil at. the t{oore cabln {site 115}

eiqflans. rêre used as snoke hoüses. This is an exanple of the

native technoloqy haviag been entirely superceiletl bv

inported shite gooils.
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several larqe canps {three or nore tent spaces} ïere

founfl on Lake Hapisu, Site I is a tÍnter camp associatecl

uith a ni-nter roacl (site 10ì to Nelson House from tbe lake;

site 26 lSleit IsLancl) is a ruulticonpo¡ent site covering a

saall 'i-slanil anil having a multiseasonal" occupation; site 35

and 59 are sinter f,ishi.ng camps; site 79 is a large inlandl

camp that may have bee¡ useil for trappinc of, fishinq; site

93 is an area on the lakeshore at the begisnlng of a trail

to a trappíag cabin lsi.te 112\ ' anil síte 113 is the remains

of a connereial fishing canp (last useti in the sunrrer of

19?3) .

T,arge ca$ps are oaly buitt in response to the

expLoitatj.on of one or tro speci.fic resources. Each canp

wiLl be cti-scussed under its particular utiligation ìn a

folloring section, llo$evêt sone strucÈural aspects are

sinilar. The connerciaL fishinq canp supportecl about ten men

anil their fanS-lies. Rather than clear a large anount of

bush" the livinq are,as lrerê nucleatecl into smaller Loci of

three oE f,our tent spaces, spreacl over about oae half of,

isLand 21. l{ot a sinqle síte on flapisu containeil over six

tent spacas of ryhich probably Bo trore than tbree ïere

occupieil concurrently. This noulcl incli-cate that the cree

tenil to have a cultural preference f,or relatively snall

nucLear camps ryithin the fraurevork of a Larger gronping.
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The main ttifference between large and sma11 canpsr

besiite ttre number of, tent spaces *as in the periferal

features, B€cause the largê canps nere occupiecl for a lonqer

t,ine periotl there arç seconclary structures: fish drying

racks, racks r¡hich servecl as stoce bases, laeks for the

storaqe of Rotors, spits on vhich to roast neat, outhgusesr

tablesr êtC. lPhoto TI.9l' In several of tlre large cagps

sone of the tents rere laiil over raísecl pl-atforus of

plysooit, rhich ïere in tura sittinq on bases' tro or three

loss in height'

Tn conparison trith the debris anil secondarY features

left by rhite na.n, the anount anil tÌiversity of the remains

tere very li.nitedÌ.

Ðoar log cabins füêre fountl on the lake. si.te 1'12

{osned by Sam Sooil, Photo If. 10} ancl site 115 {ornefl by the

¡loore fanilyl are noe used as bases on registered trap

lines. Site 86 {once owneil by ângus Bonner, Photos TT. 11 ancl

TLl2l anit a cabin on site 113 {conuercíal fishínq canp} are

fio longer oceupiecl anil have faltren into ilísrepaå-r. There are

tro builitinqs once used for coçmercial fishing: the ice

house and the fish storage house'

l1l- t.hese buildioqs are intlícative of a hi-qh level

of technica!- kno*ledge in their construction' Thi.s is

especiaLly apparent in the strncture of the ice storage sheil

{PhotoII.13anilII.14)'Ttisbuiltofacloublethiekness

104



of logs cbinkeit with noss. It ís so rell lasulated that

althouqh the outsicte ternperature sas in the ninties $hen it

1gas observeil., the Ínt,eriog ïas about sixty degrees' ancl the

qround sas co1ð to the tocrch.

àccordinq to informants a small 1og cabin tpkes only

t'ryo days to constflct. The Nelson [{ouse people therefore

have the technol-ogy and knowleclge to erect a permanent-Èype

cluel!-inq in a short spacÊ of tí¡ne, Yet cabins are not usêil

except for Èrappi-nq ;bases, ancl rhere sucb buÍlclinqs are

reguireil for i-utlustry' The Nelson House people prefer to

live in tents ïhí1e in the bush, even tluring the winter.

They elaiur that t,ests are îarmer than cabir¿s rluring the colil

months, âs the ehinks in 1og cabins are difficult to

ínsulate aqainst r{raughts.
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sevaû slerls or toboggans vsre found along tbe

shorelínes of Lake lfapisu. Photo II. t5 is a sled founcl near

site 26. ft rras obviousty honeqraile, fron lunber, nai-Ls" wooil

scraps, andl three or four ilif,ferent thicknesses of rope' the

tips of the sled H€re coverecl 1¡ith flattenecl tins of bakinq

po¡rtler {Blue Ribbon} ancl snuff {Copenhagen} ' Tt neasuletl 2.6

x .58 x .12 ueters. Photo It 16 shocs an eiqht foot toboggaû

shicb sas probably homenaile. The gr¡ality of ror*manship vas

very'gooct, anil it eoulil have bees commercially buílt' though

ít has retained no insignia or leÈteriuct of any company.

FouE of tbe sleils cere locatecl in isolation fron aßy

other sites anrl it can onLY be assunecl that they rere left

oa the lake iluring winter and rashed ashore af,ter breakup.

SevÊral of the other sl-eds lrere obvíousLy caeheil in

preparation for a folloninq uínter. This attitutle towards

nateriaL gooits is itifferent from that of the rhite manr sr

aad sêefis to'correspond. sith the Indían attitutle of previous

eenturíes torarils birch bark câroêsr The caaoe or sl-etl coulil

tben be left for use ía f,oLlowinq Yearsr but hecause it ïâsr

or is not overly dífficul.t to büitð a nefl ol¡ei it^ miqht also

hava baen left lrith no thought of reutili-zation"

Four snall ilocks {Photos T-L.11 aacl II" 18} ïere fouacl

oß the aorth nest. lot¡e of tha lake" TheY rere about síx

netars long aatl built of dlçbarkecl spruce logs vith f,llûgs
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every half neter. It ìis possible they sere cash ups. flolfeyer

they $ere on}v founcl on the north shore of the one lobe, anil

so flere probablv associateil ryiàh the conmercial fishiuq

campr But there ïare no si-tes n€ar any of tbeir locatioas.

There seeus to be no ecoloqical or economic reasoning for

thair particular :.otation; nor ís there aav reasou' i.f they

Hetre oot usecl for the connercial fishinq boats' rhy the

clocks rere not f,ouail nore extensively tbrougbont the lake.

on sêvêrat- loeations on the 1ake, initÍal-s rere

carvecl into the moss on steep beclrock outcroppi.ngs' one such

location rhich reail quite el-ear1y ilAnil, frJGtr, aoil trl¡lBrr ras

si-qneil ïsÊpt 1960n. This i,nilícat,es the very slor proeess of

soiL f ornation by 'the groçth of llchea on graaite outcrops

ancl the resultj-nq fraqilíty of that systen.

l s1¡gle rock cairn ras found on the 1ake. llo site

flas founö near íts location, at the entance to one of the

ßarrolrs. It is in a yery beautiful spot ui.th a fine vier

{Photo fT,19 and Ir.20} " Unfortuaat,ely no informants ïere

questioued about its signifícance as i.t cas iliscovereil near

the encl of tbe fielâ sêêsoltr
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Irasel
The travel patterns within'and across l.¡apisu account

for the Location of many sites directly, andl aany nore

indirectly (see Aap II. 3ì . Lake Hapisu is usefl a resource

pool by the people of Nelson House, often for single clay or

short tluration trips as evidencetL by the faet that 817" of

all sites arâ hearths or srnall eamps. the lake is only about

twelve mil-es frorn the conmunity by eater. For canoes with

three anct a half horse pofler motors (the nost common size)

this ropresents the 1írrit of a single day t s retÌlrD trip

while still allowinq time to exploit t,be rêsources. Durinq

uinter ther+: is a snovmobile Dath to the lake and the return

trip is even shorter ùhan the water route.

Before the buj-lðing of the Notiqi control structure'

the lakes on the upper Bat River ltere also used, ancl there

sas a commercial fishinq camp on Rat Lake. The route

eontinued on to the comnunity of South Intlian Lake anil t{as

extensively travel lerì.

çithin wapisu the tr+elve small camps ancl hearth

sites on island 16 throush 20 are clirectly associateil ¡rith

the summer canoe route alonq the Bat River (loei 't on Hap

fT. 3) . The shoceline al ong the Rat River clounstrean of

lfapisu is typlcal 2'7 (a1Iuvia1 shoreline), rather marshy
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anil mud¿lï, In the central east south lobe' there is

extensiva br¡rn on one síite ' alluvial shoreline along the

ot,herr ârìil long stretches of reqular los bedrock outerop

lpure l-31, These íslantls ara natnral Locations for lunch

stops on a tfip fron l{eÎ.son House, ,in terns of rlistance.

The? a¡e locatecl alonq the travel- route, anil aEê alnost tbe

first spot along such a route' thich would nake a pleasant

stop,

The narrovs {1oeí 2 oß ltap ÍI.3) are a seconil

iatensively used area. Ehe vísual access surrouacling the

Barrors is perhaps the best oa the lake. BT staniling on

sites 93, 94, or 95, one can see soutb torards the Rat River

ancl rest through the narross. Site 114 is locateil i.n the

central ryast l'obe on what nay be ilescribed as a uirror irnaqe

of 1oci,2. This reinforces the conclusion that visual aceess

nithio the deterninate of travel pattera ís a najor

influence in site selection"

Thê narrors represant a natural boundary betueen the

central- resÈ and central east, €astern lobes of the lake'

anü a lunction betneen tbe suilner auil *inter t,ravel routes.

Tuo of the three trappíng cabins on the lake {San flooilrs anil

Angus Bonaertsl are locateil at the entrance to the narross,

AÊ trapping cabins are used durinq peri-ocls of both iee anil

open-nater conilitions, their location at t.he nonth of the

narro$s is a function of both the di.fferiag seasonal travel
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patterns, anil the central location of, the &arroes cithin the

chole lake.

. Durinq rlnt.er skiiloo travel- is east-rest across the

eastern lobe, f,ron the ¡rinter roail. The road itself {site
10ì is about eiqht feet riile and cell cleared of bush and

trees. .The f,act that the people haye spent tbe tine cLearing

a trail, indicates the value of llapísu as a resource poo1.

Síte 9 is locateil at the end of the roail, anil besiile the

mouth of creek 2, ancl ïas obvioustr-y usecl as a camp ilqring

the rrinter. À doq harness {as found hanqiag upon a tree

{Photo II.21l . Several snall briflqes {Fhoto T.T..221 of trees

choppecl ancl laid across the stream nere founil.

The Þriuary reason thaÈ the road vas built ras so

that the non-çomnercial fishinq canps antl relat,ed si.tes

{Loci 3 andl 4 on ilap II 3} coulcl be reacheil easily ancl

quicklv ilurinq vinter fron NeIson House. ÀpproxiuateLy

one-fifth of al]. sites ûn the lake are *ithin these tso

loei.
SÍte 64 {see Appendir f} is a path learlinq fron loci

2 across a snall isthrsus torrard.s a rinter fish camp, slte

58. There are about six smal-l camps along the tro huudrerl

net,ers of trail anil rrithin the bush, some of whieh are

çiater betls anfl others, tent sites. A skicloo path lsite 65)

parrallels the trail throuqh a sî{amp. the travel patterr¡ is
cllrectly responsible for these sites.

i:__:_.. .- -.,-,-.-....-.........--..-ri:..:,,-
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Sleil Islanil, site 26 {see AppenÉlíx I for site
descrip-tio¡r) is a nulti-component, nultiseasonal site, chich

nust have been selected because of its location ilirectlv on

the sínt,er route and on the seconrlary sumner route. Ît Has

useil as a cache for a sled {artifact 21 . Ttrree areas nera

ililineated on the islanil. Àreas B anil c vere probaly rinter

sites. Area À, because of its open exposilre ras more typical

of a site useil rluring a rarner seasor¡. A piece of fire hose

ras founil oD tha islancl, ancl it may have been used in the

repafr of iloq harnesses or as general purpose rope.

rhe relative cleasity of si.tes in the easÈern lobe in

coupari.son rith the scarcity ia tbe north west lobe may be

partially explainecl by travel patÈerns. Assuniag a family

has travellect fron Ne3-soa House in orcler to erploit a

resource, the¡e is no reason to travel an adclitional eiqht

niles to the north end of the 1ake, when simíl-ar resonrees

{eq: fj-shlnq for local consampÈionl is to be founcl at the

entrance to the 1ake, For the same reason the connercial

fishf-nq canp ras Locat,eil f,arther fron the nore heavily

exploit,eil eastert Lobes so there soulô be less conpetítion

for the available fish,

11ß



Notigi
conlrol
struclures

Rot R. route 1o Lokes
A c o mrnunitY

H
H\o

Ñorigi, Ro1, Soulhern Indion,
of South Indion Loke

Summer
mo in
secondorY

Winter

a

ê\J,

¿

LAK E WAPIS U

Þ

Centrol

TRAVEL PATTERNS

q,

We st

Poth (sile 64)
winter fishing

tr ol

f rom Som Wo od's to
comp B Porolleled
by skidoo poth (site 65).

N o rrow

g
Þ
Èú

HH
a

\¡)

Eo st

LOCrl

c enlrol
E ost

Winter rood
10

Nelson House

S

uth E
ct4

/;t

Rot R.

to

sled islond

Nel son House



ü*s.;'rì Tå* ß$#àÃJr'{{ :È+Ð * 6 '.}?"i$ ílì ':JT"S

€T$Vi¡,rts ff#*#i?



{ss:s ssm escigl-Elsb ieg "

The sinqle nost inportant resouca on take ffapisu is

its fish, âS protluce for eonmereial fishinq aatl for local

consunption. fnilustrial utilization vj-1l be ínvestiqateil in

a f,o3"loryinq portion of this thesis.

Fish represent a najor part of ttre tliet of the

peopLe of Helson llouse, ancl seventeen sítes harl eviilence of

fishíng. floryever, it is reasonable to assunê that nany morÊ

sites ïere useil when fishinq, as tbe eviilence linkinq sites

to fishinq activitìes is often scant' for exanple, two

hearth sites ltere associatetl wíth the activity because a fey

fish bones ¡rere faunit ín the general atrea of the site' Íhe

skeletal remaias of fish ilecompose relat,ively guickly. But

most fisb' if they are filLeted' are

the livi-nq arêa' anil the guts

Cossiiteriaq thaÈ 50* of alL sites

hearths have no knoryn associ-ation'

useil as luach stops on daY t'riP

experlitiolts.

several small camps had been used on fi.shinq trips.

The ¡key iliaqnostíc f,actor is the físh ctryinq rack whj-ch

uiqht be of a teepee-like eonstructioo {Photo II.23T or a

sinqle pole tíeit betueen tvo trees. tdost fish arÊ netteil'

anil shite'fish are the most cotDlnoô. these are gtrtted, splitr

and hunq over a smolclering fire f,or a clay. This method is

cleanerl cell- aray fron

flunq iato tbe watêr"

are hearths, anfl manY

it may be that theY Here

or short term fisbinq
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typical of sunmer fishinq for local consumption. The tryo nen

in one such caillp {site 116} ov€¡ a perj.od of three daYs'

caught, cleaneti anil snoked abor¡t four huuclrecl white fish"

The locat,ion of the sunmer fisblnq si-tes are often

nÊar a 3-arge tributarY acrtss nhich the nets are strung'

This ís true of sites 5 (on the Rat RivêIr Photo TI.24I r 57,

aûd 116.

F43.1 antt cinter fisbiaq is a molê intensive

activíty. Fish are nettea in late fall and stored i.n caches

in prepafation for the ryinter. Sites 29 anil 34 are the

fallen renai-ns of t*o eaehes. Site 29 {Photo II'25 E 261 is

locateil i.n a bteak of a low beûrock outcrop withín a coyê'

Site 34 is situatsrl around the spit from site 29. It is in

an unusual location at the top of a steep rooiled slope

approrinately eiqht neters above the rater' aüil compS.etely

surrounclerl. by mature spruce. There are no other features or

artifacts near either cachÊ.

The structnres are built of spl.uce in a cabi'rl-like

fasllion, but only four or five loqs high. smaller spruce are

laid on this founclation to form a roof fPhoto If'2? and

II'.281 . Tbe snokeit fish ïere hung on thin struts nithin the

caehe, to frseze safe f ron preilito¡s like clogsr bears '
lrolverines, anrL uolves, until- they sere aêeile¿l in the

winter, and the ice aas safe to carry the fish oD sleds.

sítes 35, 59, ancl 88 are falL-rinter físhinq câilpsr
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The latter canp is relatíve -y small, with a fish cache' a

tent area, an¿l a fllater betl. Fishing noulcl be carried out in

fall anrt the snokect fish cachetl. The users roul-il then have

returned from l{elson Hoüsê during the cinter to rêt¡eive the

foofl suppLy. Sj.te 59 ras a much larqer canp' but ras not

surveyed. It flas usetl by San Sootl rhose cabin is site 112.

Its infrastructÌrre is a cross betneen sites 35 anil 113.

The short path to the site from creek I i*s líttereil

nith aïe-fe}lêd ci-lLoe ancl birch. The expl'anation of this

apparently roatoa choppíng ryas inpossible to guess antl flas

nost atypical of other sites oD thè lake. Uany hypotheses of

i|s purpose Tterê considereit in terus of ecoloqical or

utilitarian criteria, but the i¡lformant ' Jake l{oose

explaineil that it ryas only the resul,t of child.ren plavino, a

cause shich hait never been consideretl. this enphasizes tbe

value of clial"ogue eith inf ormants as nell as clirect

observation and i-ucluction.

site 35 is the nost fully clocunenterl canp on tbe lake

{see Àppentlix IT ' Àbraham spencer âß olrl uan of eighty or

ilore, accogpan'i-etl the researchefs oB a visit to the síte ancl

his explanatíon of varíous features preventeil

nisinterpretation on the part of the observetrs. The canp is

invÍsib1e from the rater lPhoto II' 291 even thouqh its

bounclary is onl-y three meters behinil the backshore slope.

PLacinq the camp uithia the spruce forest gives exceltr'ent
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protection f rorn coldt uinds. the cache (Photo f I.30l is of

the sane forn as the other three cacbes on the lake, but is

in much better repair even thouqh the camp has been unuseil

for at least five years. The cache'rould have been built in

the early fa1l as the trees around this feature trail been

choppect close to the ground, leaving short stumps" As snov

builds up depth on the forest floor, stunps increase in

heiqht (Photo Ir.31l. The observation of the various heights

of the tree sturnps is an important estimator of seasonal

ocertpation.

There are three tent spaces. All have fi-re places

loeatecl in what woulcl have been -iust outside the tent cloor'

Two out of the three are orientated. flith the tent opening

inland, to utilize the heat fron the fíre in the most

effective manner in winter. There are two *inr"a beds (Photo

IL32), and they have very larcle hearths besitle them. Photo

f I.33 is a *shot of features B to 11. Abraham Spence and Jake

f,loosê (man in photo) explained that this was once a ftlarge

huililinqtr of sÞruce poles covererl with bark, a voocl-eoverecl

teepee. Hoïever, all that is left is a pile of bark and a

fev poles fe1led helter-skeIter. This type of construction

is unigue ancl no mention has been made in the literature of

a rLrellinq so constructed, hut it nay be the ndome-shaped,

bark wigwanrf ct.escriherl by Skinner (1 9 1 1: 1 3) for the

llisstassini of Quebec. There are stones on the grountl on
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ryhi-ch a tin sÈove was set. It is unclear as to whether the

stosè ffas inside or outside the dÍeLliaq. Feature 5 is a

very large fish dryiaq raek' app:loximately two meters off

the grouod lPhoto TI" 3rtì . It Has built this hiqh to prevent

ttoqs reaching the f ish. Photo trf.35 s}rorys At,rahan Spence

holcLinq a thick pol-e that he expLaiaetl ïas useil as an ice

chisel.
Sish aet,s carr be placeil anywhere in the Lake anit so

the parafiêters inf,luencinq si-te select,ion of the caches and

camps a¡e re}ativelî siurple. fravel patternsr âS have

alreacly been exa mined are the macroscopic detern j,nant.

üi.crOscopicallV, protectioa from winûs can be consiclered one

inportant paramete¡. Of the five najor sites associateil síth

fal,l-cinter fÍshinq {sites 29, 34' 35' 59, and 88} four are

on tbe aorth shore of the eastera lobes and one is l-ocat,eil

at t,he narrots. ÀlI are locaterl hehiaü a shelter of mature

sprr¡ce. Summer fiçhinq cailps are locatetl close to the

f,lshiaq locations and on a dry spot, with qooil caûoe access.
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Ðefinite proof of large gaûe hunting uas founrl in
only tïo sites {s ancl ?9} . The forner Has a snaLl canp, anil

the eciilence ryas a si.nqle cervidae skull {photo rr.36}
placed on the top of a snall tree, rt Tas too small to be a

moose, and probably too Larqe to be a cleer. rt tras therefore

luclqerl to be caribou. ra any case the skul.l ras vêry o1cl.

The latter harÌ ßoosê boae in a heart,h site,
rhy there rrere no more large game huntinq sites is

open to conjectute. florÐver, Nelsog House informants say

hunting has been poor Ln the last feç years" rt nay be that
the aninal populations hava been over hunteð in such close
prorinaty to the comouaìty, Kill sites uay aLso be farther
into the bushr ân atrêa vhlcb the nethoclologr of this snrvey

iloes not enconpass, site 1? hacl clear tracks of, a moose anrt

a follorying huntel traílinq off into the backshore area f,ron

a large nuilflat. Large qa¡nê once killedr $ôy be butchered

into quart+rs -before"returninq to ìIelson House, leaviaq fes

rercains. In at, Least half a dozen spots noose bone flas found

ryithout aÐy associat,ed site, rn any case because bone from

large aoimals nas almost non-exíst,ant ín anv hearth siter or

near any caup, caehe; or cabin, it Ís reasonable to assume

that such gamê is no longer a significant portion of the

diet of thê tfelson House cree rhil-e outside tbe conmunity,

In coatrast to t,he scarcity of evidence of large
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gama huntinq, in at least ?01[ of all sites shot quß sbç].ls

{rere founû in the i-anediate vicini,ty, evidence of hunti.nq

for rilil forl. The typÍcal site ïas near or in a narsh oÐ a

rLry locatíon such as a bedlrock outcrop. Several sites rere

foanil to have bird bone in tbelr hearths.

I{an? ftore sites trere founti in marsh locations, and

can probably be assigneil to iluck or goose huntiaq. Exteasive

areas of marsh àre relatívelv raËe on the lake, Shere thev

$ere situateil, sueh as the most east,ern bay of tha lake,

most available areas for sites rêre used. In this example

{see Hap If.5} of the six rock outctrops founcl, four

eoataineil at,least Ðne site.
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Gat,herinq of berries is a con&on sunner and early

fall- activity, oeê that is often done by fani-lies on

combination f,ishing-huntinq trips. rhe hearth on site 22 lras

nrobably useil çhile berry pickinq. À l-arrl can sas founð ín a

l-arge patch of wilit strarberries nêar the hearth,

Berries are a ínportant fooil {j-ntervi"et: Elfricla

Spencel. The most comnoß varieÈies collectecl are

bl-ueberries, raspberriesr saskatoons, strawberries, and

choke cherries. IloÐeverr only the oae site coul-d be ilÍ-rectly

líaked. flith this activi,ty. In qeneral' little refuse is

associateil rith qathering r the sunmer 197tt ïas a

partieularly laan yea for berries, and^ most berry patches

are fnrther i-nlancl thaa ïas surlreyecl,
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Ssapeåss

There are three trapping cabins oD Lake Bapisu. The

I.toorê cabin {si-te 11 5) ras not surveyeil r âs it ïas

eliseoverecÌ oß the day before the fial-d season enileil. It is

locateil on the south east corner of, islanil 21, the Êane

islanit nhlch contains the conne rcial fishíaq eaopr But the

l{oores rÊxe not connercial fisheruren ancl so did not build

their cabin because of the proxinatity to the fish canp,

florever" the faetors' rhích promptecl the builctíng of the

cabia must have been similar to the factors of selection foc

the fåsh camp lsee next section).

Ànsus Boanerrs cabin fsite 861 is l-ocated at the

eastern entrance of the narrows on t,he flat top of a large

spít on the south shore {Photo If.3?)..The cabia is built of

Logs chíakeil uiùh noss, wÍth a fer boards uai-lecl to the

exterior to pluq holes. It has fallen into dlisrepaír {Photo

lL38ì. À calender dlatetl 1966-? uas found nailed to a cross

rnenber. Àssußj-nq that that ïas the last yÊar of occupation,

i-t has taken only seven Tears for the roof of the cabin to

faI1 ia fron snoí accunulation. The l-ivinq arêa sumouniling

the cabin vhich hail been cLeareil neasured about 15 x, 30

neters aail is nor cloqgeil wÍth shonlrler-hiqh raspberries, It

is a oopular berry picking arÊa. seçeral very t.al1 populars

have been left for shade. This has resultecl in a beautiful

nat,ural" landlscape fPhoto IL39ì,
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The thiril cabin lsan Woodrs), site 112, is situated
on the opposite shore of, t.he narro?s i.n an almost mirror

imaqe of site 85 {sêe .Appeadlir 1 for såte iteseription) , sam

bouqht the riqhts to Àngus Bonaerr s trap liae, rrhen the

ol-iler man couLcl no longer üsê åt ancl bui,tt. a ne* cabin.

It. ras bui-lt âpprorimately one hunclreil neters from

the shorçl1-ne anil relL into the husb in a large flat upland.

Photo rr.40 ancl rr.41 show the cabi-n anil the approaclr fron

tbe rtater. standing besicle the cabin it is inpossible to see

tha *ater. Sam lloocl said he didntt, catre about the víer, ancl

that in ei"nter he Ðas Eore concernecl lrith the cokl niails,

anil keepinq tlreu fron blo$inq against his cabin. Ia facÈ

cabins aro ßever useü in sumnêr; insteail a tent is userl

nearer the yater {sites 93, 94, aacl 95, seê $ap Àpp lT.4! .

Photo II.42 Ís Èaken at the basa of the path leaclínq to
lloodrs cat¡in. The openinc to the narrors is in the upper

centre of the shot anct the spit on rhicb Àügüs Bonnerr s olrt

cabin is Locateil, is í n t he upper 1ef t. I'tost trappinq

equipnent, ice picks, hatchets, saÐs, traps, etc. hail been

Left in the cabin for the suÐser. lhe skicloo and slecl eere

cacheil {site 62, Photo IT"43} near t,he rint.er road fron the

cabin to the r+inter fish canp {site 59) .

Site 79 {see àppea{lix Il in tbe north rest lobe is
a large caüp Hith evidence of trappinq activities. There is
a rack possibly useil fon the storage of motors, anil three
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tent spaces. À traíl, nrobabLy a trap liae, leacls off into
the busb, ancl Bas follonerl until it. reached a beaver ponil at

least teo kiloareters inlanrl. Hithin the livinq area stunps

eetre founô at clifferj-ng heiqhts, anil one heartb site was

associatetl .ryÍt.h snor conditions as the grouncl beaeath it ïas

unburnecl.

Sviilence therefore leads to t,he assunption of sinter
trappinc rith somê earlv fall" su$mer, or spring occupation.

It sas the o¡ly site In which a cooking spit ras fountl over

a hearth {feature 6}. Beayer bone ras fouad inside the ashes

of t,he fire. LocatioaaL factors rrere ideatical nith those of

the cabias. Unfortunately no info¡uants serÊ askeil about

this site. ft is very close to the ltÍoore cabin ancl is
probably on the iloorers reqisterecl trap 11aç. ghy there

shoukl he tflo base carîps in a single trapping area is
unclear.

Within tha boundlaries of the reqisterecl trap lines,
an external clirective force, the trapper can locate his base

of operations ín any p3-aee. They have chosen sites yhích

corresponil *ith maJor sumner anil cinter travel patterns to

ancl fron l{elson Houser on flat terrai.n, uell protect.ert from

the colil sincls of rinter {the only season i.n shich the cabin

is occupieil), anil inland nith no t,houqht qiven to visual

access fron the cabin and låttle giveû t,o convenient spots

for canoê lanclLnqs.
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OTHER"

gsEEesqlel;Eishi¡e;9a Ep::-5åÈe-113

This large sita, rhich supporterl up to fifteen
familíes, and avçrageil arouncl ten, is locateil on island. 21

lltlap II"6) in the notth west lobe. Conmercial fishinq begaa

!.n the area in 1944 uncler Èhe ilirect,ion of a vhite ornar. rR

1969 the Fresh flater t{arketinq Board cas formerl and urgeil

the peopl"e to forn a co-op to the exclusion of the Hhj.ta

niclilleuen, Oa l{apisu rlurinq the years 1963 to 1973 {the last
year of operation) the vearly catch averagecl about eiqht

thousand pounfls.\

Fish rere netteil, storecl in the fish house lPhoto

If.44 anil II.45l untter icen and fl-own out every clay or every

other day. À l-arge clock iuts out into tbe rater for easy

access by fLoat plaae. îhe ice ras obtainecl ia cinter f.rour

the Lake ancl kept in the ice house until sumuer lPhoto

TL 46, fI" tl?, anil II.48) .

These tro buililS-nqs rere buil,t on a large rouadeå

spit of, relativel-y flat, lanå. Though the are_a to the shore

has been relL clearefl, t*o talL stat,ely poplars have been

left staniling anil from the uater it is perhaps the most

beaufiful spot on the l-ake.

âccoriling to one fisherman {E1i LinkJ-etter) an

lslancl was chosen to keep preditors aray fron the catch, Àny
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bears or çolves *hich were trapped on the islanil after
breakup roulil be shot anrl these aninaLs woulcl then presenÈ

oo probLen until the follo*inq year. Thouch the Location

often experiences rough flater rith ïaves meeting in tuo

tliractions lfrom the rest anil south) , the clock is veLl

sheltererl from the prevailing rÍncls in sumnetr. The fishernen

are rery experieneed boatmen and infornants scof,fecl at the

iclea tbat the sselLs coultl be an obstacle in fishinq, The

open area arounil ttre i-ce anil fish honses vas cleared because

of the concentrat"ion of men naedeil in the comnercial fishinq

aetivities and to open the area to breeses rbich roul.ct clear

lt of ínsects. the north vest lobe is renovecÌ fron the nost

intensivetry fisheit section of the lake in the south east,

aail nas therefore an opên resou¡ee flhich couS.cl be exploiteil

cith little conpetition.

The livinq area on the lsl-ancl for the fishernen anð

their f,anilies ras fountl to be broken into three nucleateil

area of betceen one anrl f,ive tent spaces. They are strung

out alonq a path souttr across the island fron the fish

house.

The first featnrer oüê huatlreil net,ers from the

trails start is a shel]- of a 1og cabin {Photo II.49 I 50},

Its floor has been lonq ovetrgrorn Bith vegetation anil there

no traces of .t.he roof. In comparison rith the other cabi¡s

on the lake, this fraue i-s poorly const¡ucted rith ricle gaps
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betceen the logs. âs all other livinq areas have tent
spaces, ancl this is the sole cabín for the fishiuq camp,

this eaa be taken as definitive proof of the peoplers choj.ce

of teats as hones durinq tbe sunmêr.

lrea 1 {Fi.qure II.4) lras sit,uateit oD th€ f irst piece

of level-'grounå above the back shore slope {photo rr.50l.
tike the locatioa of the cabias, it is surrouniletl by naÈure

spruce anil has ao opÊn vísÈa of tbe lake. rhere are three

ancl a perhaps a fourth tent spaces. photos rr.51 and rr.5z
are of features 1 ancl 6. The raisecl tent bases are only used

on Long term canps. They rould be drier in net weather and

wouLcl inhibit s¡sal-I aninals in search of fooil from burrowínq

into the tent. Photo rr,53 shovs a table alrd a fish ilryinq
raek. The catch taken by the men in comnercíal fishinq ryoulcl

also represent a naior portlon of, the itiet of their families
ilurinq the snmmer anä probably duriog the rinter in Nelson

House. Feature 3 {photo Tr.54} is a structure of entirely
unkaonn purpose. rnclurling the cabins only t,ro biffies rrere

founcl ín associatíon ryith cree sites, ancl both in site 113.

Feature 9 of area 1 sas the mosL elaborate {see photo

rr.55ì.
Photo II.56 is a general shot of Àrea 2 {Fiqure

rr.5l. ?his soultl have been used by a single fanily as there

is but onÊ raiseit tent base. .ûrea 3 (Fiqure If .6f is the

larqest canp of thc three sith tno four-neter sguare raisecl
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tent t¡ases (see Photo TL 57 for feature 21 , and three norÊ

typical teat'spaces rit.h sprucê bough floors. There is also

Èhe rust.eil renains of tro stoves,

The campinq areas of the comnercia3. fishÍ¡g station
bave littla rêfusê aroundl tben, ?hey atre built of naterial
founil gronino in the immecliate arêa uith some scrap luober

antl sheets of plyrood. There is suprisingly little qarbage,

anil the areas have a clean unelutterecl appearance"
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5gg-såll -

site '! ryas the base camp for t'he ârchaeological

Research CÊntre clurínq tbe suramer of 197t1. It nas locateil on

tbe reoains of an olrt saï nilL uhich was clisassenbleil about

tÊn yeafs ago. À ref,use heap of sal dust and Log entls, ancl a

sual1 fire pit rere the oalY remaants of thi's iaclustry'

targe areas of burn âestroyed tinber surrouniling l{elson

House aatl to qet suffici.ently large tinber for savi-ng' the

mill ças huílt on l,ake l{apisu. The cut boarils lere taken

back to the connunitV anû nany houses sere built of Hapisu

lumber.
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Ebe-Ðig*Ê!þe

site 2 lfas l0cateå at the entraace to the first

Large openinq of the lake from the Rat Ri.ver " Ít ías a

trailitional canoe-buil-itinq spot as evicleacetl by ûunerous

flat stones useð in the construction of boats (íntervier:

Abraham SpenceT. The site has proof of occupation fron at

Least the fnítial- î{ootllanft periott {2'000 B.P. by carbon 14

itatinq). This site is an exanple of hoï a small ar€a rith

ailventageous l-ocatÍonal factors - on a flat spit' ilirectLy

oD a major travel route - has been choseo for acti'vities for

centuries.
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Er$¡s-Eiles
rhis thesis is concerned vith the sites lef,t- bv the

crêe of, Ne1son Houser bnt there sere tco canps left by

Haaitoba Ï{yrtro erecs ia 19?3' Àlthouqb theT íere not in the

lobes of the lake ryhich uere surveYêflr they ïer€ souqht out

anrl detai.ledt for'comparisoß purposêsr

H-l as a large trush camp {Figure II.?l for a sorvey

creí. There rêre four Loq bases on shåch lrere placeit

þortable trailers {Photo TI.58}. fhe site is on a regul-ar

1-3 shoreline aacl a large dock lPhoto r1' 591 qives access to

the cater" The shoreline ilas steeper than those of the Cree

sites ÐD lor betLrock outerops. Íhe ilock sas not maile for

canoes. ft ras erposeft antl though there ras a cove nearbT,

uhich ¡touLcl have qiven protecti-os' i.t Tas not uti!-ized' The

l-ivinq arêa nas not f1at. Torarðs the rear of, Lhe canp the

incLine approaches tr¡eLve degrees ancl it ras suffícientl-y

steep that ose felt the qracle rhen laLking in the camp.

?here ryas signifieantl-y more qarbage anil of a different tYpe

than on a¡y of the native sites: a &oclern full-sísed proPane

stove sas lef,t; beer bottlesr paper' pop caûs, life iackets,

and other J-oose refuse litt,ered the grouncl; ancl a clozen

forty-f ive' qalLon gasoli n+ ilrums were abaniloaeü. The

clearing in the livinq area ïas much üore extensive, À large

area rylas totally srapt clea¡ rith the scrub, anil trees piled

t.o oae siile, It ïas as if the space had, been xipecl free of
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all vêgetaÈion, Tlo¡rever, a protecting layer of trees ras

left stanrti.ng betreen the camp and t'he sater.

In geaeral the site toulil not have beea chosen by

the Cree for a large canp' nor êven if it had been selected'

ïould tï¡e eonstructios or refuse have been simila¡. The

flVrl.ro canp 1¡as inûpose¿l on the environment, aot like the Crea

carps rhi.ch seemed to fit in vith the eafirnneot.

n-2 Has a lunch stop at the enil of a survey line,

otviousLv the only factor cleternining the location $as the

point on a topograph|c map at rhich the survey line reachecl

the lake. There ïas an enornous amount of, garbaOe rhi-ch uas

Ðn1y partiall"t stuff et1 into gceen qarbage baqs" 1{í1k

cartoûs, egg shellsr âñil beer bottles flere scattereil over

the shoreline. The site qas marketl trBH 60n in flourescent

orange paint on a trock, antl ras ilecoratecl rith surveY tape.
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Ssssesr

The paraneters rhich influence site selection on

tate fiapåsu arÊ:

1ì Irregularity of shoreline

The Bore iliverse tUe shorel.ine per unlt lengtb in
terns of, s\oreline classifieat,ion tlre more

probable the ,occurance of a si-te.

2l Presence or absence of bur¡ ín the backshore

Àl¡aost t.he entire souttr shore of the lake fron the

lfarrors to the eastern bouaclrl of, the sor¡th

east lobe ras heavil-y burnecl about ten years

ago, ?his ileterniaaat explains the relative
Laek of sites of the south shore in
conparison flith the north shore on the same

part of the lake.

3) Travel patterns

Fîany sites are directly associateit rith the trave!-

patterns io and fron t{e1son House io both

winter ancl sunmÊr,

4ì visíbility
Hany si.tes rrere located ín an area rith a fiae

vieu, but rhet.her the aest,het,ics of the spot

itireetl.y ínf lueucecl site seleetion is
unknotln.

5) Previous or custouary usag€
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Sites Tere often founrl clunpect together in one

smal1 area {eg, t{aps App TV,z, 3, $ 4T , the

sane loeation having been usecl for a number

of years, ancl occasioually at rlif ferent

6ï

seasons"

CreÊk uouths

Of ùhe thi.rteen creeks observecl onJ.y tno failecl to
have at least one site ðt, or in close

proxj.nity to its nouth.

Marshes?l

Sites ia marsh areas are locatecl on the fer ðry

areas, usual3-y rock outcrops. These are

often associated nith the huatinq of wil-ct

forl.
8l Beaches

Uot one site was locatecl

waÈerline ancl the

{c!-assifieation 2-2,

S:ltes r¡hen fouad on

rerÊ inevitablv in

backshore.

f nlancleï

lhere snall sit,es are fountl in t,he bush behind the

shorel-ine, they are located in aa arêa with

little undergro$tb, ryithin the boundary of

on a beach, betveen the

first, shrub srovth

2-7, or p-ure 2-9t .

these shoreline types

the treecl area in the
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the forest, and use the bush as a winclbceak,

10) Heiqht aboqe uater

Very fer si.tes except the trapping cabins, rrere

norê than five neters above the existinq
nater level, and often much less.

11f Open exposure

This permits trincl to clear the site of insects,
anfl cool the eamp in sumaer.

121 Canoe af,cess

Thls ís not Tery important," Though people with

1íttle experience oÐ the lake Look for êasy

access {a gentle laail-íat,er interface}, the

Nelson Housê Crâe, docked their canoes on

almost any type of shoreline, síth the

exception of very steep 1-3 or 1-1.

13) Slope

Al-roost aLl sites, rith the exception of a fes

cinter beds anil some hearths, are oD lanil

sith a very shallon slope {at nost fir¡e

ilegrees) .

and

1tl) Dry grounil

Sítes are: alva ys placetl on lancl yith qooit

drainage. this is especiallv apparent on

sites at creek mouths ancl in marshes.
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E.EËgTgE-EEI

5H9BSlIgE_!f, À sgs rIçå3 I gs_gg gE gg

A Revanp of the PhysÍcal Inpact Stucty

Characteristics of Churchil-l-Nelsor¡ Shoreli¡¡es

EUEBQBgçgTqg

ïn 1972 the ChurchiS-l, Lake Winnipeg, aad Nelson

Bivers stuûy Board connissionecl Ðr. Robert Nerbury to
rprailLct effects of the planned rater poger tlevelopments on

the shores of the Rat, Burntrood, Cburchill, anit flelson

Biver Systensn {Neïbury, 1973:3}. ås a nêeessary part of
this stuclyr a classification systen of shoreliae types rras

clevelopeil.

This system seened to be a usçful\ say of
eharacterízínq the shorel-i¡es aLonq shich the sites ín
Sectj-on II rere found. îhe typical exanples ttelj-ueatecl

encompassed such eharacteristj.cs as ngeneral, norphology,

st.ratíÇraphy, and conposition of shoreline materia!,s: typ€r

zonation, llensity, ancl sisç of veget at,ion; clrainage

characteristi-cs; and occurrênce of pernafrostü. Once the

syst.en has been used by an investiqator for a short period

of tine, a vêrv vivitl and. exact mental picture ås formecl of
t.he specific shoreline types.

Às originally formulateil, fourteen shorelåne types

ïêre ilef i.nefl. They were broken down into beilroek anil
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beilrock-controllefl, aLluvium or overburclen, ancl organic, Of

these, there ryÊre ilefinatly ¡o orgaic shorelines {Type 3-1,

?loatinq Yen!, Type 2-8 (Low Willow ShoreliseÌ, ,or Type 2-1

{fce-scoureil Ti]-l Bank] on Lake Wapisu.

Great. díff,iculty flas harl in saparati-ng out, some of

the remai.ni"nq eleven cLassifications. t{any of the

ilefÍnitions, as qiven, rÍerê i-mprecise anil amtrigìrous. For

example, the ilifference betfleen Type 2-2 {shorel"ine in
Cgarse Serl.inentì ancl Type 2-1 (Los Sb.orelã.ne in Coarse

Setlinentl sas uthe latter fTypê 2-2, arë not dissinilar to
the seiliments unclerlying lype 2-? except in that they are

thickerD anil Type 2-7 has relief chich i-s Lo't, nbut

consi.stantlv hiqher than that of Type 2-2n. The acconpanyinq

photos ilo not help nuch and can almost be ínterchanged,

especiallv in the close up shots of the beaches in Types 2-2

aacl 2-7.

In general, the researcher hacl great difficulty
apptrying th'i-s useful classificaÈion systen. In oriler that
other isvestiqators may use the sho¡eline classificat.ion
system, ancl that the shoreline tïpes in SectÍon If are

neaninqful, this saction attempts to clarify the shoreline

tvpes. The numberinq systen of the original report has treen

retaineil, but the shorelÍne titles bave been changeil so that
they associate nore closely with the foruative processes or

ilescription of the type.
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Six types rrere f ound on flapisu, plus one nes

classification. TypícaL cross-sect.ions, a short clescription,
photos, anil sêveral sketeh maps shoulcl make the appS-ication

anil unclerstaniling of the types siupler.
Tso ryorcls in the cleseriptions following uus,t be

defined; pure anil typical. .Îhe purê shcreline type is that
description of " the shorelíne which ís mosÈ cliffereatiatett
f¡om all otber typas, It rarely occrrs, but chen founil forns
a reqular shoreline exteniling oÍer fifty neters. The

cross-sections are of the pnrÊ shoreline type. The typical
stroreliae, is the motre comrRon occurtrencÊ, and several

clifferent shoreline types are tvpically founcl sithin auy

given fi.fty neters.

ffrounil truthing ruay clistinguish betryeea tro acljacent

shorelínes vith an interface of only five metêrs, roughly

the sidth of a thín pencil liae on a nap of scale one cn to

"122 kil-ometers {oae inch equals one half milef. This

interface is not" flell clefineil anct one shoreline type

grailuallv blenils into another type, In other vords the

systen uay ba applied to the linit of tbe fruucertaínty

principleff .
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YEgEIEETgÈ

The zonation of vegetation types is cLassifiect as

follows: coniferous forest" clecicluous Eone, wílLow uone,

backshore sJ-ope, seattered grountl cover, ancl rushes.

Coniferous forest: Tbe spruce foresù is the stable
climax of the boreal forest. rt nay eonsist of white or

black sprucê or a combination of bot,h, thetre are occassional

birch, balsau poplar, anil t.renblíng asp€n. Íhere is rittr,e
or no seconilary stratuur, and the forest floor j-s covererl

with a t.hick carpet of noss anil líchen. Bear berry, comnon

fuaiper, t,hree-toothect cinguefoil, vilcl sarsaparilla, hiqh

bush cranberry, trinfl-orer, labrailor tea, and nint are

conBon.

Decídaous zone: The com¡non trees arê pap€r birch,
varíous species of vil-lous ar¡il akler anð trenbì-ing aspen.

There is often a thick secontlary st,raÈum of innaturê treas
antl such busbes as rÍllorl, alcler antl recl-oiser iloqrooil. The

grounilcoyer is uay be thick anql variedr or oay consist of a

layer of dead, leaves. Às rel1 as those 1ow-growùng pLants

found in the coníferous forest, there nay be grouncl henlock,

varíous grasses and seges, yellor clÍtonia, , uild
lily-of,-the-va11ey, ye11ow larly rs slipper, sreet qale,

buttercups, saxifraoe, all types of herrj-es {strauberryr
gooseberry, raspberry, choke-cherry, saskatoon, black

crowberry, bunchbe¡ry, eranberry, anrt snorberry), uiLit trose,
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veteh, Hílil Fêâr fireseeil, fnilian pipe, wilct rosêrnary,

eassanilra, golden roil, yarrov, coltsfoot anil others.
Tdillor zone: lfillov, alder, anil reil-oiser crogvooit

ar* the uost coûrilon. the density of the cillow zone i.s often
such that psnetration through a thick pat,ch of scrub willoc
is nearly ínpossible. 6round ço?er i.s relat.i.vely scatcê with
grass anil sege beinq the nost connog.

Backshore slope: ?he backshore slope {BSs}

represents the linit of ïaïe action oa the overbu¡den. rt
roulil be forued dlurinq an unusuaLly large storm {perhaps 1

in 10 Yearsl " There'Ís often untlercuttinq *ith conseguent

slunpi-nq iu the ilecíduor¡s uone, Trees are often feLleit or

left, 3-eanlnq at a large anqle f:rom tbe yertical, Ðriftnoocl

is conmon at, the base of the slope. lhe veget,ation ís
sinirar to the ileciduous uone, however, the largest variety
of plants is fouail on the backshore slope.

Scattereil ground cover: f his is founcl ia a

uater-washeil sonê nhich is occassionalj_y flooileil. Grass,

seqe, tr-ichen, anil mint a[Ê connon.

Bushes: gatêr *eecl, bullrushr horsetaÍl, eattail,
oonilreerl, and other sresíc plants are typical,
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the identification of the shoreline types is
clepenclant, to a great exteat on the water level at the time

of observatÍon. ln the StuÈly Boarû Report, classification
1-5 ll,ow Beilrock Controlleil Shoreline) appears to be

nothing Eore tban a Type 1-3 {Lon Bedrock Shorellnef, ryith a

someryhat hiqher lake Level and in an area such as tbe outlet
lakes {eg: Sipecisk aad Cross) ryhere the generaÌ topography

is lorer than arounil Ï,ake ltapi.su,

Lake or ri.ver leve1s can also affect the ilifferent
veqetatioß cooes, and their relative ïitlths. Tbus a beach at

híqtt sater level cluriog a sprinc storn oay be non-existant,

but by September it nay have qrorn t,o f,orty neters i_n riclth.
This aspect sas of. particular concerß Gn Lake gapisu, vhich

had no maior infLos clue to t.he conpl_etion of the t{otiqi
eoffer clan on the Rat Biver in the ¡rinter of 19'|3-4.

Ffqure TÍI.2 is a graph of lake elevations at NeLsoa

Hoüse for t,he fourteen years of recoriled clat,a. Às can be

seen, tbe open water Lake elevations variefl by up to four

ueters in a sÍnq1e yeat, As nost shoreLíne cLassifications

are depenttant upon the th¡ee meters in elevation above the

ïater Ievel, thås is a maior conceËn.

ïf vater levels are low, classification becones less

ambiguous; if horyever, the obseryer i,s attempting

classification at hiqh water levelsr írn nnreso1vable

1?6



uncê[taint.y si]-1 be iatroclnced, and the class'i.fieation nust

be nade on less exact ilefLaitioas.
l{ater levels iluring the 1g?q fíeLd season flere low,

but not out of range of the naturaL variation. , poll-es traces
rere consistantly founrl over the entire length of the 1ake,

.85 neters above the rater 1ine, ïhis reference point ís
tlrann on the shoreline cross-sections as an aic! to other
users of thç systen.
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Type 1- 1 is characterísed by a st.eep outcropping of
beilrock ry1th slopes often over thi-rty degrees. rt is the
easÍest shoreli.ne to elassífy. The rock face juts up out of
the rater, but occassionaLly at the base of the rock face, a

shoreline typical of 2-9 develops fron' farlen rock" The

ilifference batreen 1-3 anil 1-1 is in tbe heÍqbt above rater
hefore ryhåch the slope:pernits soil to f,orn anil spruce to
lrrofl. This sas arbitrarily taken as three nçters. The roek

face ofte¡ has fissures cíth nore qental slopes in $hich

iackpine groí.

J.:L*- $!eep,-Bsilrggk-Ëþgtelisc
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Pure 1-3 is a relatiyely rare shorelin'e anfl very

regular' The exposeil bedrock rai.ses frop the cater line to a

heíqht of less than three neters auit there i-s a very small

{less thao oae meter niile} decicluous zonê cith tbe

coniferous forest behj,ndl tbis. The slope in the conj.ferous

zone is very shallov fl-ess than five clegrees| "

Thê nore typical 1_3 f,orss an irregular shoreliae,
often l-n conjunction sith 2-9, sith nany spits, coves anil

inLets. Tl¡e uater cashed zone is ricler anfl the qrailuation

from exposecl betlrock to opên shrub rílLor, to decicluous, to
eoniferous zones is nore spreacl outn anô is a function of

the size of the spit. The slope ia the coniferous zone is
variable and nay be euite steep.

L:3-- -!o s -E e !!rost-E bsss!å se
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{nec cLassÍficationl

Typê 1-6 is sinilar to 2-9 near the sat.êrrs €tlge

except that the boulilers are much l-arger, of,ten tro meters

in dianeter. There ís no beilrock out,croppi_ag in the

!:É _ÉaçsÊ .gop1dsg_Båe:lap

backshore.

f,apisu.

lhe beach has on aa al_most concave appeara¡c€ quite

unlike 2.-g in t.he seconil zone, The parent naterial lras

pro-gLacial, perhaps aa alluvial fan rhj.ch hail beea washeil

off the glaciar anil left ia situ by the clay ov'erburden. The

boulilers ar€ sharp eilqecl, iaclicatinq the absence of *ater
antl glacial acti-on. The backshore slope has no unilercuttinq

and is reratively gentle. There is no poplar zone, but thare

nay be sone ash ancl other typical eclge vegetatiou. this
lntermediate zone is relatívely thin ancl suickl:y neLts into
the coniferous sone vhích has a relatively steep angle

{qreater than tçenty ilegrees},

ft is the rarest of the shoreliae types on
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Type 2-2 ís the shoreline rhich one thíaks of, when

inaqiniag a sanil beaeh. the sanrls- are sortecl, with the finer
sanils tol¡aril the watert s eilge, gegetatlon is rare to
non-existant in the sancl zones. There is a ueLl developecl

ilecirluous zone, first of stunted uiLlou, and then popLar ancl

ash vhictr qrailually changes into the cosiferous zo$e.

ït is fornerl fron cleposition of rater-borne sanil anil

sltt anct is sqbject to changes Ín beach rirtth as a funeti.on

of the time sínce the last larqe storm,

2=Z_- sagd Eeegh

{fornerly shoreline in Coarse SedLuent}
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þ-!- Los-SþoeCliea :-qrsgk S.Plsse:Ðqg

{fornerly t"ow Sborel-j-ue in Coarse Sedirnent}

lype 2-7 presents a low shoreline profile fornecl of
fine lauustrine ileposits. The beach zoae, near the raterts
eilqe may be nurky, fornecl of extrenely fine laucustrine
cleposits, rhicb are sorteil in i¡creasing si"ze tonarcls the

burn, In purs 2-7, behind the bums, the land decreases in
heiqht forning aß enelosed zone of open or closeil black

spruce bogr orr if suffíeiently ret, an opea narsh. In
effect, t,hj.s sanil bar dykes a secti,on of 1ot lancl anct

creates a poorly clraineil poncl, nhich nay be periodically
broken dorn tluriag large storms.

fhe typieaL 2-7 cloes not have a ¡rell-clevelopetl black

sprnce boq La tbe backshore. On I{apísu there is an

insufficient. quantity of suspentled silt anil sand ia the

rat.er Èo fors a burn of sufficient heiqht anil lenqth to
entirely' eaclose a lagoon.

?-? may be easily clifferentiatecl fron Z-Z evên if
the lake tloes not have sufflcient, laucustri.ne deposits to
form a rel1 d.evelopeil dyke anrl consequent bog, by tbe slope

of the backshore coniferous forest. The slope.ia 2-? is
conststantlv Lower than in 2-2 . rn ailili-t,ion, tbe beach

nat,eri.al of 2-? is finer than that of 2-2,

193



tltltt

BEACH ZONE 'TBURNJt,t'

grodolíon from mud to fine sond

often zones of bullrushes or woîer weeds

40

open

BOG

50

BSS C ONIFEROUS

FOREST

60 metcr!

bloc l(

sPruceÉ
o

Þ
0,
o'¡
(l)

0c

P\or
f: r:'

l/
o ro

TYPE' 2-7

20 30

LOW SHORELINE BLACK SPRUCE BOG H
8
H

trt
H
H
H
a

{



.ìijl

,.Ki'
t ùtÈtr, ì

i¡,{, '

ïr*"
ffi
'i{i.4ti:..

iiï'']'
ìj', ii,:

igit'

'iil

tì-j ¡-r a a ar. .,^. r :. s .i.. tr-,:- 4



?:3,;-*&1 !ss!al-Ei veç _gþo sel!,!es
{f,ornerly Àlluvial Shorelines of }toderate teiqht}

live.rs form a laucustrine shoreline as they flor
through allnvial naùerial. A nasking larer of ove'rburden

about one to t.vo neters cleep over beilrock characterizes Type

2'3¡

llthouqh founcl nornally along ri-ver ehannels, they

are oecassionallV founil along lake shores, vhere th+y

ressenble Type 2-4, rD this case they are rennants of old
river banks anil are not formeit by the ilelt,a buirtinq proeess"

?hey typicaLly have a zone of bullrushes aad sater
neecls, a shrub willow zone, a poplar ash cteciiluous uorie ¡ â.

yetr1-d.efined back shore slope rith slunpinqr êspêcially
nhere pernafrost ís prêsent,,anil a coniferous zone behiad

this' Â typical 2-3 may have all or 'iust a fer of the above

gones.

196



rd
H
C)q
H
H
H
H
a

09

HRUB

ILLOW

I

I

I

I

i'
iw

DECIDUOUS
mcîc

6

WATER WASHED ZONE

-mud, occosionol rock

-br¡llrushesr S woter
wee ds

- open potches

TYPE' ?-3

ALLUVIAL RIVER SHORELINE

I

BSS
CON IFE ROUS FORE ST

-ft,

5

4

A
H\o{

f,/
melcrs



11. :l;r{ric.....ì

f i.':

ì1r f er,.',
,'"j,',"i;-. i ;

i,.¿ '"".
i,i.ø1¡¿:pn:;.:

".;!4, I "

F.:"¡¡* l;;*ì



The cross-seeti.on of 2-4 is exactJ.y t,hat. of 2-3, but

the fotmative process is diffe¡ent, 2-3 is for¡reil by a river
flowing throuqh qlacial aLluvlal maÈerial i 2-g is createil by

the river process of delta fornation. Betlrock outcroppinq is
rare, ercept in the backshore.

2:9. _:Ðella_shere!lge
(formerly Lotr Alluvial Shorelineì
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2-9:-'.Be.ûses.E- lll-geasb
(formerlv Beflrock Control-1ed Shoneline rl1th Overburdea Beach

Type 1-4)

Pure 2-9 forms a regular shoreline, There are no

berlrock outcroppings, and the overburclen beach is primaríly
conposed of large rocks, yÍth stones anil coarse sanil betreen

then. there is a larqe ileciituons zoae of poprar ri-th a

clefínite baekshore slope bef,ore the coniferous forest
beqíns.

The typical 2-9 shoreline is for¡neil i.n coniunctioa
vit,h 1-3, along irregular coasts. The 1-3 forns the heaitland

aail lee siile of a typical spit, with 2-9 along the lrindrard
coast. tike a typlcal t-3, the zonati.on may be stretehecl, or
it ilay be conpresseil, a functon of the size of bay anil spit,

Duri.ag the last glacial aclvance, the bectrock vas

scoured., forning 'l-3 anil 1-1 Types, ancl qlacial till Has

iteposited forming t.he 2-g boulder tiI1 beach. The roeks on

the beach have n. een rounderl and pitted br qlacial anil Have

erosion.
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The substance of the preceedinqlsect.ions has been basell

on ertensi.ye fiê1d reseach, J.ibrary rêsources, anil

interviews, lnd has lerl to a set of iniluctive conclusions

shich are dlocumenteil.. ttroïever the porh of this thesis also
leails to a set of conclusions ehi.ch are subJectíve anil

extrapolative. But they are the nost rel-eva¡t if the thesis
is to be useil bv enginêers, p1annetrs, aad others coacerned

with alteringr oE planninc ryithin the lifestyre of t,he cree

of Northera t{anitoba.
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Schoolino

Part of the purpose of eilucation is to inpart a sênse

of iilenti"ty and to pass on kno*leclge through ryhÍch a stuclent

may feel- nore fulfilled. I aoulcl suflgest that a nêcessary
part of the school. systen in cree comnunitíes be of t,he cree
eulture. Thls nould inclq¿le studies of native roots,
history, cult.ural heritaqe ancl the relationsh,ip betceen
people and nature. I am hopeful that
of this thesis ryil1 proviile thB basis

florthern history course in the schooL

Section II isdicates àhat the

placed a, híeh value on spendíng tinel in Èhe hinterlancl, rf
the traditio:rar j culture of the i creÊ comaunitv ls to
flourísh, then chiictren rnust be sivþn Èhe

livinq in the bush. Tbe olit nen and voneû

ïere deliqhtecl that f wisheil to speak uith
experÍenees. These people should be,askecl to
camping outings, stuitents shoulcl not be

missing schooS- if they are abtr"e to travel to
in the rinter, anil shoulcl be encouraqeð Èo ilo

È,he historical section

f,or a curriculum of a

at $elson House.

Cree have ir¡ ttre past

techaology of subsisteuce shonlrl be taught and given

crectibility as a vaLid recreatioaal an<l occopationaL

activity. The fabrication of snonshoes ancl canoês, the
sti,tchång anil decoration of, clothiag such as nukluks,
gauntlets, anil jackets, the art of fishiaq, trapping, and

opportunit'¡ of
of Nelson ïlouse

theu of their
partÍcLpate in
penalizad for

trapping cabins

so. Ànrl the
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hunting, the buildinq of 1oe cabins, ancl the olil nethods of
preparation of game for food, anil hictes for taaning shoulil
all be supported. This miqht be accomplísheil by inclnilinq
the orrl peopLe as teachers I aides in vocatioaal training ana

encouraginq these activities through races anrl conpetitions.
În geoeral, the i-il.ea that the cree cultqre ís a viabre,
liviaq, anil rorth*hile lifestyle nust.be fosterecl.
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coülrgl{fÎY srfrNG

If the norphology of housing sites at tfelson touse j,s

examined parts ilo not conforn rylth the findinqs in section
Ir.

There are three iâentifi-ably ilifferent units" ril the

first, hones, often tryo or three in a nuclej.í together, are

spreadl out along the shoreline, vith a yícle treecl area

betneen tlrell-ång arêas. These confo¡n reLL to the site
locational factors of tbe trappinq cabins, especíaLly so 1f
the roadray nhich is a relatlveLy reï ailditioa to the

connuuity is iqnoreil. They are orient,ed toïar¿ls the

shoreliae, but do not have open vistas.
rhe seconcl unit i s known as Dog point. rt has homes on

large lnts rith a circumscribínq roarl as the focus for the

orientatioa of the houses. Horyeve'r t,he asubcli.visionrr is
surrounded by nat,ure wôocl, at-thouqh the builclings are in an

open pasture.

fhe last unit is poplar point" All trees have been

removeil, and houses are on tryo paral,lel roads, very crose

together in a large opên fÍelcl,
ïf the cultural preferences of ilistance anil layout

expresseð by the large sites of Lake Hapisu are still
operative, thea these three units of housing morpholocty at
l[elson llouse yere listed in order of ctecreasiag fitaess. The

present norpholoqy, especíall.y on poplar point, is less than
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thi-rty years o1il, and $as f,orrned shen fanities moveri fron
houes sitecl in a traditional pattern along the lakes anil

rirers surrountlinq Felson ltouse to hones built on the

reserve proper.

Planninq implications of this analysis are large, rt
may Tre that the cree no longer neecl or ilish to continue the

traclitioaal site preferences rit,bin their ney comnuaitles,

lloflêver r ilÕ not beLíeve this to be true. rq condncting a

settlenent relocation, or a seasonal camp, or a rebuilitinq
of a Cree community, I sould attempt to incorporate the

folLoïínq factors of site selection:
1)

2l

lbe oriestatíon of, homes ís to{ards the yater.

å TvFê 1-3 or 2-9 shorelj.ne is the nost preferable,
ryltb a relatively gentle slope to the naterrs edqe,

There shoukl be acceptabtr_e canoê accessr âßil ¡ot on

a sancl beach. the shoreline shoulcl be lrregular, aacl

the best site uoulil be on a large point or cove.

The homes shoulct be situaterl on the first level qrounil

behånit the shorellne, $ith as short a distance as

practical fron clwellinq to Bater. This is
particularl-l inportant if there is to be no water

supply proviilecl in the ilevelopnent. That is, shortea

the ttistance water need be hauled to the horse.

?be area shoultl be in a mature spruce forest.
Roails shoulil be bullt ia such a manner that thev ilo

3)

rt)

5t

2ß8



not o?ershailor the trailitional slte factors.
6) The people shoulil be alloued to select an alternative

of nucleatíoa of homes to preserve f a mrily kiashíp
patterns.

?l Betveen these resitlentiar qroupinos as larqe a t,reeil

area as possibLe be preserve<l ån tact, anû no

unnecessary c1ear5_ng be iloüe.

ancl

8) The planning nust be carri.ed out rÍÈh the people anrl

not inposeil upon them.
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ÀRCflÀEOT,OGY

The one si.te on lake ïtapisu +¡hich was escavated in 1974

has eviilence of utitization for over ar000 years. rt ¡Ìas

oriqinally planne{l that the result,s of aa archaeology survey

alonq the shoreliaes of t. Wapisu coutrd be conpareil rith the

resutr.ts of this thesis. Àn Ínvestigation of the hypothesis
that the factors ancl d.ensity of site selectioa of pre-white

contact are the samê as those of today nouLd be importaat t.o
anthropoloqy for j.t would help i"n locatíng archaeological
sites anå estinatå.ng their frequency. unfoctunately the

archaeological survey ras not carri"erl out. Thus it renains
an hypothesis uhich shoukl be Èovestigatett,
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The nost basic fact çhich must- he untlerstoofl is that
the Cree clo not have the same culture as the shite nan, ancl

clo not bave the same ob'lectives in life, nor the same route
on the ilpath to happinesstt. This concept is unfortunately
all to easy to st.ate qlitrbly, and all too easy to forget if
contact råth those affected by a project is fleeti-nq or

non-eristant.

Soûe nay viev tbe Cree as a prinitive cult.ure of uloïrf

valüe. But the cree people are menbers of a civilization
rhi-ch Ìras survivecl for ?r000 years {personal connuuication:

o. t{a11ory). rn no ray, execpt through myopic, ethnocentric
rision, can a civilization flourisb ia the north for such a

lonq peri.oil, anâ not be considereil viable. To i,qnore the

hístorv anil lífestyle of the natives of Northern lranitoba,

is to invitæ a eonflicÈ i-n culture"

fn terms of eaqineerinq plauning thi-s fact nust be

incorportatetl as a maior anil necessary part of the pla¡ning
proeeÉlure !

I woul-il propose the folloning methoct, nhísh is
sinrlistie, but. radj-eal, íf previous large eagineering
proiects such as the Churehi.lL River Dlversion are examineil.

Àfter the prelíninary ilesiqn stuclies are complete, a report
in clear, unanhiquous and fuLl detaÍl t{usr be prese¡ted to
any conmunit,ies ancl theír governnsnt, and prj-vate
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reprês€ntatj-ves which ci11 be affected, both in Enq!.ish anil

the native language. The ob'iective uould be first to inforn,
in oriler that the raystique and. fear of ouùsitle ðevelopnent

be tispellail. tlhe second ís thaÈ the engineers aail planners

learn fro¡n the people theår react.ionr so that the iterative
process tonarrls a final plaa rill bave the aative paoples

input as an ínherent part of the project aniÌ not a report in
a Post-Conptretion Impaet'Stucly,

åccorclinq to Ètanitoba flvclro, optånun sunner ¡rater

l-evels at Nelson House *riLl be some eighteen feet above

present levels as a resnlt of, iacreased flors ín the Rat

River, fron the ilíversion of the churchirl River" This sil1
be the approximate heiqht of flooilinq oD take wapisu.

Extrapolation of, the conclusions of sectíon rf uni!er the
qiven increase in $ater levels, leacl to the folloïinq
results ¡

1ì The uore fliverse anil irregular tbe shoreline, the more

probable tbe occtrrance of a sj.te. Híth the

ilÍversion, the present shorlíne wirl be inunrlatecl.

Ilntíl $rave action can clear the orerburden to
bedroek, the shorerine will be very requLar and

hence the nunber of. favourable sites eill be

drastically reduced.

2l The Cree choose sites thich I can only describe as

beautiful- Locations. A large portion of the
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backshore around Wapisu uas burned about ten years

âeor The very fer sites that rere founcl in such

areas sêrÐ inevítably screenecl frosr the burn by a

smalL f,rinqe of nature spruce and decicluous gronth.

ãfter fl-ooding, the stancling and dead timber çi1l be

comparable to the tangl"e'of a burnecl area. Therefore

such locations vould not be acceBtable siùe loci-Í,
in terns of present site rleterninates.

Sone 400 archaeologi-cal sites bave been located alonq

the shoreli¡es shj-ch ri11 be flootteit by the

ChurchiLl River Diversion, O$ce uater leveLs are

raisecl these knona sites, autl the qr000 other sj_tes

est.ínateil to be there, rill be losf forever, Thís

represents a aajor loss to the archaeological recorcl

anil to the native hist-ory of t{aaitba.

Creek nouths are alnost inevitably useil for sites,
especially shen on fi.shÍnq trips. These ui1l be

inunilateil by ilÍ-versi-on.

Exposecl beclrock outcrops in marshes atre used as sites
ryhi1e buntinq" these cíll be coverecl by raisetl *at,er

]-evels.

Sites orr spi-ts, lsCIf of all hearths are locatert on

spits anil a further 38* are along coves) are nel_L

useit, A raíseil vater level ni11 prevent their usage.

sites are alnost inevitabl-y on rhatever revet grouncl

3t

4,

5t

5T

?l
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is available. As nuch of this is a result of yave

action and the resultaat backshore area, ilivarsion
nil} prevent their spl,ection.

asd.

S) the most i.nportant factor vis a vis a raisêil nater

level: very fes sites of any kind ryere Bore than

fíve meters above the existing ïat€r 1evel.

Therefore after raising rater leveLs by diversion of
thç churchill Ðiver tbe Cree people ïi-11 no longer

be able to select locations for their sites çhich

aflhere t.o a cant.uries olcl pattern. Traclitional
sites, such as the iliq site ci1l be fLooclefl, beclrock

spits ín marsbes and the level, dry laacl along creek

nouths niLl, no lonqer be available ancl a regular
shoreline, littered nith ileact anil d,yinq trees vi11

nake access to the shoreline ilifficult,
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garË!ggl9s

This thesis has investÍgated the paraneters of site
selectios of the cr€€ of t{orthern Hanitoba as a nethocl of
analysing the usage of tbe tr-aacl anü cater by native
canailians. As far as T have been able to ascertain it is
unique not only ln this province, but in tbe entire Boreal

Forest.

rt has shonn that the people of Nelson flouse nake

ext,ensl-ve use of not iust their resÊrve, a conmunity which

has been est,abli-shecl vithin Livínq nenory of the olcler

resiilents, bul nhat has been their líves aray fron the

cornnunity, is the land rhich ímmediately surrounäs the
prpsant satea levels of the Lakes and rivers, Aocl it thi.s

fri-age of land at. the ryaterrs eclqe; withi-n fíve ßêtêrs of
exist.inq ¡rater levels rhieh ilanitoba Bydro ryill iauarlate.

.Ès a result of ny f indings, I cannot but come to the

conclusion that the chdtchill River Ðiversion rill
contribute to anythinq less than cultural genocícle.
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48BESÐIT-T

IEPE!åË:ELTE-8E?9Eqå

Site t 7

lfotes: frer¡e Knutson July 8, 1g-lq page I
Type of site: hearth
tocation: Hap + 3

T"at 55 45 r 00ü toag gg 05 r 00f,
Infornants: nonê
Photos: t{ikkornat

Jutry I paqe 1rZ
?il*r B shots 112 - 19
Phot,oqrapher: MeI

Sketches: noûe
l{ap: none
Artifacts: noae
Featur+s:

1.. hearth on roeks
Other: fish bones
ttaterial collectecl: none
Pcesent tonÈlition: except for the hearth,

clísturbances
Vegetation: on graaite outcrop, sone grass
Soil: none
Shoreline classificationt t-3 betveen Z-9
Slope: less tban 6 clegrees
Phys5-ognonic unit: spit
Di-stance fron shore: 6 to I neters
Renarks:

snall hearth, appears to possibly hase
stoppiaq off p1ace, no eviclence

good vinil exposure
a lovely vier
burn'1n back area
to rest is uruil flat of snall creek, with marsh

vegetation
not good acc€ss fron boat
very opeo

no other

and shrubs

{E} anil 2-t+ lfl}

been a short
of contínueil use
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Site * 26 lsled trslanit)

Type of si.te: large canpinq area
Inforuants: none
t{ote Beferencas: none
Location! llap * 4

tat 55 45 | 3 0n tong 99 g5 r 30rl
Hap: Àpp f" 1

Sketches: none
Photos: I'tikkornat

July 25 pagê lr
Fi-ln f shots I to 11
Photographer: frene {135, lõ3, 162, 161}

Tashica
¡uly 25 paqe 4
Film F,6 strots ? to 12
Photoqrapher: t{el I t.o 12

ârtifacts:
1. hone-narle wooilen sled, possibly for skiiloo, maile cithlunberr nails, tbree or four clifferent kínds ofrope' ancl sood scraps, tips are covenecl nith tisfron .bakinq_ pouder (Blue Ribbon) anil sonethingcalleiÌ copenhagen {probably snuff,} ¡ bracínq is 2"6 RX .58 n X .12 n
2. spark plüq, found dorn the slope from the sleit {Bosch,Germany, [i24071. .04] , vêry larqe for a not.or boat.,

nay be f,or a skicloo
3. stri-p of blue naterial, possibLv Dylon, founcl invegatat,ion on aorthera spit
4. refuse near area A

piece of tang package
t{cgavi.n Toastnaster bread. vrapper
disposable iliapers
tea bags
firemanrs hose {nay be associateit uith feature 1)
enpty package of The Bay enrichecl white breail

referrinq to incorporaton in 1g7Z
5. refuse founil near feature 4

Spork eail, somewhat .rusterl
tia can' very rustect, openeil wíth 4 cuts cxossïise6, refuse ûear area B
shot {nn stre!_l, staaðarrt 4 - 12 gauge ¡ÍÐ
shot, cun shell, Canuck 12 gauge heavv q
nddv matehes
kinq size No" ? cigarettes ¡rith surgeonsr rarninq
scraps of canvasancl canrras strap {feature g}
Blue Ri_bbon traki_ag povder tin, sonewhat rusted
Vogue eiqarette tobaceo, snall package
Playerrs filter {calenderl ,¡uly 19?Z - ,June 1g?3}
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packag€, The Bay enriched white breait
Calm Àir ticket to Soutl¡ Inclian take f02?0SlHuilsonrs Bay tea leaves
shite nylon rope {faatures g ancl 11)
large file, rusted {feature S}
Puritan Aeef steak ancl gravy can, sonshat rusterlïhåttle¿l stích in spatulate fors {6" X 1¡*ur¡.- Tollen sreater sleever Çrêy {feature g}
knif,e, steel, laninated,, b]_ade nacle ir¡

S¡red.ea, vêry nicked anil rusteil, poínt broken,hanille looks to be hand nade or à1se carved iofít hanit, nail at enit (betxeen features 7 and
10)

Vogue papers {feature 10}
boot insulation or ïinter coat lfeature 10)7" refuse nêar area c
soneryhat rusteil sarili¡e ean
rustedl can on cut popla¡, tree is yoüDÇr leavesare sttll" sreea antl only sLiqhtly tinqedwith broyn on edges, riqht by hearth
ssraps of corrogated carilboaril box that, vas

tapeil shut
strip of papêrr piece of foil
ryhiÈe ropÊ tyinq three poles t,ogeÈher {one ofilriftwooil, two spruce)

8. ranilou find: chert scrapêrt 2"6 cÍ{ r 2"6 cn ríile,rhonboíclr f 3 rREr baniled tan chert, rorked otr ðistaianil one lateral edge, coatiuuously rorted, somenotching, nacle of secondary expanitecl flake9. Boubatlier part, tittle rubber rinq about 4 or 5 cfl indimeter, on the west shore, Bombailier crítten on it,well cl¡erecl
Features:

Area àt
1. tentj.ng area, upright poles of spruce, largepoÞlar also used, floor is pretty rough, Docovering, strj.ng tiect to tree in rear2- l-arqe:hearth, bo¡es of large bircl ancl egg shellsin centre, burnt åato part of tree stunp3. hearth, overgrotn vj-th snaLl shrubs, heavy qro;tl,

of young poplar and ash arounil it., moderate
slope

4, large hearth, on a steep s3_ope, innediat,e area
¡tas clearecl

5' smaLl hearth at hase of meflium rarge spruca,tree,
o¡lv slightrv covered bv conas ånd neei[es, onsteep sLope

6. snall hearth, ât base of larqe spruce tree, on steepslope, covered over alol by- cones, needles, smarlspruee trigs, anil some nossr irù eilqe of spruce
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forest
Àrea B

?. larse hearth nith ref,use ancl burnt bones of snall
nanmal-, some refuse, somexhat .overgronn

8. tentir¡g arêa, spruee bough fl_oor, spiuce supports9- hearth besicle feature B, no ref use, sonewhat
overgronß, st.ump burnt

10- snall hearth, sone refuse (air ticket), souerhatovergro$n, st.ump burnt
1 1, tro chopperl spruce trees tied to two upriqht

spruce tres, beaver fenur underneath, Ray beclryinq rack of sone sort, but also otherpossibit-it,ies
àrea C

"12. tentiog atr€a, fLoor of sprlrce bouqhs, someneeilles {brownecl} stí11 on branches, sonenhat
ovÊEgrorn by rose bushes, three poles tíedtoqetherr,vith sharpeaecl enclsr $ây be a form oflean-to, trut size woulil inclicate tent13. large hearth wi-th some refuse, bircä bark useclto start fire, boaes of larqe birð iu centre,
sonerhat ovêrgrotn on erlges by rose bushes14. small hearth ui-th cardboaril associ.aterl, someyhat
ovêrqrosn by noss and. rose bushes

15- sna1l hearthr no refuse, soneryhat.,ovêrgrofln byrose bushes and grass
Other:

f ish heads on northern spit, piclceral
lrea À

fish bones
ehopped yoocl
eqg shell
biril bone in feature z, hearth, burntn Large biril,possibly rluck sjze, not chíckea, naybéparÈcíilge, etc"

feature lt. choppecl uood
ârea B

beaver femur, arouncl feature 1 1

small marrmalían burnt hooes in f,eature 7feathers' pluckecl betreçn feature ? and 11, eithermallard or green winq
.Area C

hones of a larqe bird (possiblv cluck or pheasant"
although nay be larger bircl, snalLar t,han
chicken but not by nuchl in feat.ure 3, largehearth, bones not, charrecl

ileer bones founil on east shore
a great ileal of chopped woocl

vegetation:
seê map of islanct {}lap Àpp I. 1l
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Þarts of the top of t.he íslancl are alnost impenetrable
because of large clead spruce treesr pêrticularly
near the south end of, the islanfl

the top of the hill on the cest si.de is naiuly =prucevith îery little unilergroryth,, fioss, some fireryeed"juniper, and rose bushes {no poplar), honever mostof the ground Ís covered with üeadl sprrce branches,needles, anil cones
oD the east si-cle, the eorresponilinq half, has a fewspruce, but thi-s i.s shere the lacge clead trees lie;

underbrusb here is heavy, fireneerl, rose bushes, antlpoplar saplinqs¡ also there is one area arounð area
B that ls covereil rsith clead sprucè branches

there appears to trave been a grountl fire on the top as
many of the trees (those still, alive as Hell asthose ileail) are burntr þêrticuLarly around their
bases

area B ås the onLy occupied area j.n this zone
features 4 6 are in a spruce forest at the northern enrlthat appÈars to hare escapeil the t¡urn; here againthere is very litt1e unclergrosth except nossat the aert l_evel clovn to the rocks, except on the ¡restsidle, xhere the slope is too steep, is a Þoplarf,orest cÍtb scatterer lsix or so) sprucÊ; there arealso ilogrood aad wiLlo¡r {there are sone ¡rilloc arongthe cesÈ siile also)
areas å, and c are i-n this zone at opposite encls of theislaail, elose to t.he rocks ryhere the vegetation is

sparse
also raspberries, saskatoons, alder, ash, rosÊ bushes,noss, arril seeils :in poplar area

Soil: humus
Slope: see nap ancl feature deserlption

area I, B, anil C qentle
Shoreli.ne classifíeation: areas A and C are 1-3

see llap Àpp I. 1 for rhole isLanrl t

Physioqnomi.c uait: isl-anil
Ot her:

areas and features are fairl"v secluiled from the rind,
t.houqh not overly r*ell {particularly area B on thetop and area â rhictr is a bit Hore openl
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Site 35

Type: large canrpi.ng area
l{ote References: none
Informants: Abrahan Spence
Location: tlap # 3
Sket,ch: Fiqnre tpp I. 1

f{ap! nonÊ
Photos: l{ikkormat

Film J shots
Photoqrapher: üel {197 - 216l

Yashíca
Photographer: t{e1

ârti.facts
I. slecl runnêr propperl üp on feature 1t Z.OZ m longr .06

m ricle
2. piec€ of blue corrl irr feature 1

3' sle'il runner on terracê, nate to artj.fact 1, .045 ilepth
at ileepest., .02 at shallosest, Long burnt strj"p of
tin of f eilqe, botton is lj.neil ri-th tín {sliqhtlyrusted! and nailed ortr six lonq scrers coni_nq
through

4. green nylon rope anil strínrt usecl in feature 2
5. four stakes fou¡ril in feature 1, Lonqest is 36 cn cith

a dianeter of 2 en, encl is poiotetl, other e¡d has
sma1l aotch; second, thirtl ancl fourth stake are the
sane except that the last thircl appears to baye been
broken off

6. artifaets associated nittr feature 6' t.ïo llerr BrunsyÍck sarilíae caßs, 3 1/Z o3r 92 gn,
somerhat rusteil

can of Spork luncheon meat
one ?ery rust.ecl tin can, openecl rith seven prongs
one yery rustefl tn can liil or base, l-arge
two rusteil tin cans
three larqe logs, cüt dosa ancl uotched, enil of ore

has beea burnt
one rusteð larcl can throyn to one siile
tïo ruste¿l pieces of a larit can, ßay be associateit

rit.lr encl piece
7 ¿ art.ifacts assoeiaterl with feature B

bilinqual instruetion for elBctric heat,er {portable}thernostat
section of yire mesh half a meter t.o a neter long

anil about a guarter of a neter ciile
pieces of foil
piece of whi.te corcl
piece of sa¡ne xhite corcl tyino tent poles toge,t,her

L artlfaets associated ri.th feature 12
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rusteal tin ean, ster size
large clark anber colouratl jar, loolts like a la¡ge

pill iar, on bo.ttom was ?00 511844<D>9, broken
snall box, Edåy matches
tin can lifl
Ilnilsonrs Bay Coüpany, ftr_anelette iliapers of cotton,

one ilozea 26 ll 26
piece of thi-ck tneecl, cefl check on black

9. artifacts associated sith feature 13
1 1/2 os can of Blr¡e Ribbon grouncl black pepper
cof,fee ean Licl, very rusteil
snall can, rusteil
14 oz. can Calinta fruit cocktail, Ter rusteil
label fron Libbyfs beans, nay be off one of the

small rust,ecl cans
cartlboarrl Label, torn, royal blue, agua, and whfte,

showiaq base of wheel
enpty rrlastic bag, no label
bott,om half of 12 oz can of Spork, somertrat rusteil
Export À package, tro süEgeoûfs rarning
sna11 pitrl vial, label torn off, perseription type
sna1l can libbyrs beans {2 for 89 cents} nith lahel

still- ortr very rustecl, saûe as other snall tin
caû {same prÍce too}

10" artifact.s nhich uay or nay not be associated with
feature 15
rusteil tin can
Du ltauríer packager fto surgeonf s carning, no. on

stanp ís 21-13.1
fLatteneil pÍeee of tin ean

11" artÍ.facts near feature 16
rusteil tin can

12. arti-facts near feature 17
tin can very rustecl {alnost through}
coffee caû
tin can rretry ruste{l
tin caa very rustecl rith t,co suall butleÈ holes

bhrouqh Lt {larqe stew sizef
piece of brotln paper bag

13. artifacts associatecl uith larqe clearecl and burneil
area between features 1 ancl 2, and the rest of the
site
woo3. naterial on nylon backed baser grêI wj'th

crossecl briqht reil anrl yelloe sÈripes
can of Klím posrlered lrbole nilk ritb vitamen. D aitdeil

Fhe Borden Co, Toronto, ooe pounrl
Features:

1. larqe, cache, 5 loqs hiqh {13 cn ilian) , 22 logs across
top d2.B X . 3.3ì, thinner logs laicl across
lonqituilinally {ctepth is .65; to top of roof "75l ,
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one is direetly und.er the top log in the midtlle, the
logs belos it hava bean noÈcbeil, there is a Log
cli-rectly below it rhich slants fron Èhe qrounil r¡p t.o
the upper loq nhere lt i-s tieil cit.h blue cord, tbis
is 1.1 neter over from the east ryall¡ another thin
loq 1 net,er over f ron thê sest rall goes
l-onqiturlinaLly out fron unrler the top horizonal logr
the 1og beloy it, was notchecl; a stake 36 cm l-ong ïas
also found insicle (about 2 cn in rli.aneter), another
stake saË founcl, although Èhi-s one appears to be
brohen; there are tro Rotre long thin logs just
iosíde each $a11, parallel to the others: tbe logs
are all spruce; three propping posts have been set,
alonq the south ryal1 ancl an ext,ra short loq ailtlecl to
the outsiile; Loqs have beea notched at corners; the
north wall is similar to the south except that only
tço proppìng posts have beeo useclr oE renaLn
staucliag, ancl tbere is no evidence of an extra logl
present coniìition of featune 1: troqs are still
strong and can support a personrs eeight {even the
thin underneath ones!, tall ryeeils and rose bushes
have groïn up inÉide, especially in the one ar€a
vhere the roof logs have been moveil to one side; the
floo¡ is covered ryith uoorl cbi.ps, ileacl leaves, anil
some noss; oD the south caIl, there is an extra log
coveríng a bole; chareoal is present i-n the north
east cotrner, nay have been part of a grouncl fire

2" possåble fish itryíng rack, nit,h cut spruc€ log tiect to
sÞruce trÞe nith green nylon coril anrt rhit.e string

3. t,ent base, spruee bouqh floor, only sliqhtly overgrosn
ryith bear berry ancl labrailor tea, fer tent poles iD
eviilance but area is surroundetl by spruce trees

4, hearth iin association rith feature 3, naile in
clepression riqht by large doquoorl tree at rhaÈ ís
probalv tent door in south east. cornerr ilo refuse,
also the tree sÈump is burnt

5. 3-arge clryinq rack nacle of spruce rith o$e birch tree
proppecl up against it, the four upríqht poles are
l-arqe, anil ¡rÍth one e:rcaptíon, notcheil on the top¡
the exception has a branch fork; the structure
consists of four trees choppeil off fairLy hiqh in a
sgnare formation sith tso sma1l logs running aeross
them , north t.o south, anrl then fíve even snaLler
logs rnnûinq at riqht anqles to that; there is a
recent archaeological survey t,est pit inmectriateLy
belo¡r the rack

6. work atrea, covered with ctebris ancl rood ehips
7. hearthr ito debris, 1972 archaeoloqical sllrvey test pit

{ÀAC survev} placeil ia the centre {another one is
nearbll, soueuhat 'oyergrorn by uoss
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8, tent spacê, fl-oor Ðf spruee bougbs, tryo tent poles
tieil with white'cord, only sliqhtly oyergroïn cith
snall rose bushes, bear berryr anil uoss/

possible teat space besiile feature 8, only a fe$
spluce brancbes on ground, roocl cbips, possibly
isnrt tent. spacer ãs so fer spruce houghsr oo
eviilence of t,eat poles, arid no trees in area that
coulil have beeu nseil f,or tent supportsr {roünil is
extremely irregular uith large depressionsi nay
possibly have been part of sock area

hearth, latrqe, verl oïerqrorrn by noss anil bear berry
sma1l hearth, vÊry overqrûrn by mossr no ilebris
teat space, spruce bouqb branches anil poles, very
overgrorrn by weerls and young poplar {3 or 4 years
olcll , cross end poles sti1l together i 1972
archaeoloqical sur?ey test pit in centre

Í-ntense activity area iust in front (?) of tent,
feature 12

rood. p1le, scattere¿l
very large hearth {ui.nter hearth} r oêy be associateil
ni-th feature 18, refuse is not close, but Eay be
associated; located in siqht eull-y leailinq to beaeh

sharpeneil stick stuck in ground by large spruce tree,
sha¡peaetl stick lyinq on grouncl besicle it, larqe
slice taken off of spruce tree loqituitinallyr gtrn
has harclened, botton of tree burneil

snall hearth, heavil-y overgrorn rith noss anil bear
berry, tin caû associateû ryith bones

.nay be associated rith feature 15, as locatetl in the
sanê qullv, larqe hearthr rlo refuse in qeneral area,
looks våry similar to feature 15

very larqe heartb, nuch like features 15 anil 18, uo
litter, spruce tree behincl it, bottom of it has been
burnt {slash throtqh tree at sane level as feature
16, gun has not yet hardeneil so that yo{r can tel,l ít
nas nacle with an aTe, anil thea snootheil out a bitl

plles of spruce J-oqs, too bhin to be useil as tent
pol-es, braaches fron tben lie in the immediate area,
not alÌ branchçs have been removed (rint,er becl!

bone, foenil in feature 17, uay be raerlj-urn large biril,
burnt

a qreat deal of the arêa has been clearetl, the snaller
trees qenerallv by axe, althouÇh sone of the larger
trees shov eyÍdence of having been sareili sone of
tben have been'movecl although a great nany rerê left
as they feLl; the stumps are on tbe averaqe vêry
hiqh {thiqh or hiqher} *hicb nay sussest that they
rerê ehopped docn Íhile there ïas srotr on the grouncl

fish 'law, snall pike, founcl in area betryeen features 1
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anil 2 and the rest of the si-te
4 archaeologÍcaL surrey test pits fron the Archaeoloqical.

Researeh Centrets surveys of 1972 aail 1974, sunmer
seasons

Present eonilitLoas:
for lncliviiluaL feat,ure, s€ê fêature inventory
area in chich clearinq has been clone shorys evi-ilence of a

grounil fl-re, however t.his tloes not extenå beyonil the
area of clearing; it is possible that a sround fire
occuÈeil before the sÍte ïas occupie(l¡ tbe siùe nay
have been ebosen because there was a large elearinq
víth fj-reweert in it, or j.t nay have bees purposely
cleareil rit.h the aiê of severaL snall flres

Vegetation:
beach has grass anil sose reeils
on say up terrace: poplar, aspen, dogroodrcilloï
in area of eatures t and ? there is aa occasional bicch

tree; betreen features tr aail 2 there are fes spruce
but alot of heavy underbrush i.n the forn of snall
sprucê, ni1å roses, tall- anil short reeils" aucl noss

betneen features 1 as¿l 2, and the rest of the site therej"s sprucê except, for a small ravine with an
extensi,on of the poplar forest,; north of this is the
bnrnt anil cleared area, vegetation consists of
fireryeeils ancl la:braclor têa, anrl other tall- weeds,
there is also noss; thera is also a great deal of
fallen deatl spruce trees chich nake nalking
di-f f i.eult

the arêa not in betreen the tro rayines is sprrce forest
vith uuile¡brush ryhere the forest has beeß cleared

Soil: humus
Slope: generally flat

site is very cl-ose to temace leailinq to beach
there are tro small ravines divicling the site into Èh¡ee

nain areas: f,eatures 1 and 2, features 5 t.o 11,
and features 12 to 20? features 3 anil 4 are further
inlancl

the slope islaad fron tbe sLte appears very gentLe
Physiognomic unit: beach at end of cove
Shoreline classi-fieaton¡ 2-4 with no marsh grassr ôEd 1-3

on either siile
Ot her:

reasons shy it is consitlereð to have been a site useil
durinq the nouths of snolr {fall, rioter, springì
1. trees are choppeû hiqh off t,he grounil
2. aceess by boat is not particularly qooil as .there

are natêr *¡eecls
3, hearths are Locatecl {in tuo out of three tent

spaces| j-nlanil from the tents
4. presence of a wint.er becl antl three cokl ryeather

237



hearths
5. ice chi.sel

qnusual place for a site,
resourcÈ; perhans fishinq
no eviilence of huntina Ðr

no' obviously
in next covÊ
trappinq

exploi-tab1e
to Èhe west,
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Site #64
?ype of site; wÍnter road ¡rith larqe camping area
Infornants: noDe
l{ote reference: none
T"ocation: lfap + 6

I"at 55 tr6r 45ü Lonq 99 10r 00rf
ilap: none
sketch: Tig. App L.2
Fhotos: l{ikkorulat

åusust 3 Page 9
Fila I Shots 6
Photoqrapher: Ëel {132}

Yashica
August. 3 page 14
Fil¡r X Shots 5 - 1t
Photographer: ltel

Àrtífact.s:
1. âssociatedl nith feature 1: homenacle shoeshoe
2. Àssocfateil slth feature 2: sardine can
3. ,Associatetl tith feature 3: top of black rubber boot
4. Àssoeíated. sith feature 5; spork ca¡r
5. , Assoeiatedl with featuce õ: strinq
6. åssoeiatecl with feature 6: Tellow nyloa rope
1, åssociat,eô *ith feature 6: honemacle shovshoe, broken
8. lssociatecl ritb feature 15: rusteil tin can
9. ÀssociaÈeil cith feature 15: one pound can of Burärs

larfl
10. .tssociatail níth feature 18 aarl 19: tin can on stíck,

rusted
11. åssociatecl rith f,eature 22: Red Refl_ect,or from a

skiiloo
Features:

1" birch pcle set into large notched tree st,unps, drving
rack

2. hearth by feature 1, heavilv covereil rith deacl leaves
and sliqhtly overgrorrr

3. large hearth
4. rinter becl area, small
5. large heartlr

Note: f,eatures 3r4, ancl 5 arê associatecl rrith one anotberi
they are heavily ovÊrgrown cith noss anil covered ryith
dead leaves

6. birch poLe tÍeil vith strinq bet,reen birch tree and
spruce tree

1. l-arqe hearth, very'overgrogrû, logs scattered
8. tent area, spruce bouqh floor
9. larqe haarth, only sliqhtly covereil ríthiteait leaves
10" tent area, sprüce bouqh floor
11. larqe hearth, loqs scattereil
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12. tent area, spruce bouqh floor, sonevhat ovêrgroïn
13, large hearth" overgroryn ¡rith Boss
14. rinter berl, sma11, sprucÊ bouqh floor, sonechat

overqroïn
15, large hearth, someshat orergroïs
16, smal1 ryi-ater beil, spruce, yÊry overgroyn, tall yeecls
1?- larqe hearth in rnidclle of path, loqs scattereil,

covereil lrith tlry leaves
18. larqe hearth, covereð with cleail leaves, fire of birch
19. tent area or nínter becl, spruce bough floor, sonexhat

ovêrqroÍR
20. larqe hearth, eoverecl citb deail leaves
21. teat spare, very o1d, tree groninq in nidlâler 6 to 7

year okl popLar
22. heárth, overgtroryn
23. hearth, overqrorn
24. rinter roail, lust barcly ride enough f,or a skiftoo

Other:
1. cLearing throaghout the path
2. canis skelet.on in iaterior

Present conilitíon: see ínilividual feature notes
Vegetation:

ia níxedl poplar and sprucê forest with sotne uailergrowth
wÍllory to. one sidei spruce forest, to t,he other
alot of, bi.rch trees lrelatively)

SOlT.:
humus along path
sanrl beach at one enrl nith sruil flat {:feature 22, etc)
narsh at the other enil yíth uruil f lat (feature 1, etcl

PhysÍognomic anit: narror area in penninsula
Shoreline classíficati.on :

?-tt at either end with a litt.le bit of 2-7 at encl of
later features

0t her:
with one exeeptíon {feature 2ß1, all features rlÊre

locaterl on tbe sprncê side of the path rather than
tbe uiLlow

betseen the tso encls there are tuo arÊas, ône of poplar
ancl r¡irecL forest {most features} , the other of a
ileail looki.nq poplar forest {no feat,ures}

uarry 19'12, 19?4 archaeoloqical survey test píts along anit
besicle paths
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, Si.te # ?9

Type: large canp
Infornaats: fronê
llot,e ¡eference: Done
f,ocation; üap # 11
Photos: Filçkoruat

Àugast I page l0
Fil,m I shots 3613?
Photographer: titel {154, i55}

Yashica
August I page ll
Filn S shots ? 11
Phot,ographer: üeL

Sketches: Fi-gures App I.3
llap: uone
Artifaets:

1. associ-ateil *ith f€ature 1

three qaLlon gas tank, pink coLourerl (rnay have facleilfron orangel , cap i_s nissíng, t,hree bullet
holes in it

assoclaterl rith feature 2
eiqht cn sguare piece of vood, pointecl at both errclsassociateil ryith feature 4
rustetl tia can sith tro hol-es puachecl ia it., similarto a Carnation milk can

2.

3.

4n associated sith f,eatare 5
chilil t s vbite cotton sock ríth t$o recl stripes at

top
can of nresiilual Householct spray - contaiaing

Línilane - noß-staininq - kills noths,
cockroaches, f1ies, mosguítos, etc - ßreên
crÕss procluctsn 32 f,tuíd ozt sriqhtly rustecr,
eap stlJ- on

I oz, can of Blue Ribbon baking pocder, sli.qhtly
rusted

rusterl tin can, snall
5. associaÈed *ith feature 6

smaLl can of ttreinz neat cliuner, baby food
vêry rustecl Carnation síIk can
rusted tfn eaa, snalS_ish, 22 shot or BB hote into

can, but not out, screy on cap
sna3-lish can, vêtry rusted,, D 21 on base
rustecl, flattened tin can, bull_et bole throuqh it,founil in niitille of hearth
so¡neshat rusted ti-a can of üelrose baking porrler,

ilouble act,iog, H. L, ÌlacKÍnnon Co L{d, 16 ozgreeD cord tyinq stunps anil ¡rire
rusÈeil tin ean ¡råth tvo holes puacherl" not a
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Carnation nilk can
6. in ge¡eral area

rusteil Caraatåon niLk can
ruste¿l tin ean

7, assori.at€d yi_th feature 7
balf a l-ong metal 'zipper, -iacket size

8. general
tryo tin caûs, oue of vhich helil a Lj_quid, althsugh

not a Carnation miLk tin
9. associateil with feature g

small tin canr baby foocl ?
Features:

'1. rack, possibly for motors, made from spruce, the northeast tryo poles are stakes, Èhe south rest arç trees;tuo cross bars are halved (lenqthrisel sprucê, anclthere is another st.ake with a naiL on the the top
betryeen the north east ancl souÈ,h uest poles; thereare tro nore stakes to the east south east, and a-piece of quartÞr inch plywoocl hs been actiteå to forna shelf; t.here is a three qallen gas can on the top
of the shelf: directly south cest is a larqe birchtree ryith a nail stuck ia it¡ ê large secton hasbeen stripped ancl the strippeil section has beenslícecl on both sides (as in sÍte # 35, feature 16) 3above the stripped area Ís some carving, Ðt{t flAfl onthe south sider â&d t1ÀBy on the north

2. hearth, heavily overgro?rn uith Eoss ancl t.vinflo*er, as*el_l as coverecl ryith ct+ad leaves and tuigs
3. hearth, heaviS-y overqroun nith noss, covereil uith cleart

leaves and twigs, locatecl in a sliqbt clepression4. heatth, snal1, grouncl i_s not burnt, therefore probable
tbat. the fire ¡ras nadq oD snory, s&all tree stump
{chopped. off) in midrtle is not br¡.rnt also, covered.

: ïÍÈh Doss, fleatl l_eaves, twinflower, burnt sticksalso, not in heart,h f,orm (that is , theyr rescatteredl
5. tent space, tent po!.es of spruce ancl possibly birch,no clefinite evíile¡ce of a spruce bough floor asthere are spr{rce bougbes scatterecl all ûver ùhesi.t.e; four upriqht poles alonq nest sicle antl four

along the east i 1912 archaeological su¡vet test pit
in centre

6. h+arth with four larqe flat rochs aroundl it, artifactsfound in centre of the hearth, tïo forked sticks ateitber end, tro spruce poles at either enil ryithspruce poles tied o¡to them rith qreen corcl; trolarqe trees ryith notches on top, the notched treetrunks are nuch Like those in the ilrying rack ofsi.te * 35; t,hree spruce poles, thín, liè acrossheartb; tied spruce pores are like those in site t
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25 ia feature rith beaver feurur underneath it; ofthe four poles lvinq tloan, one is ti-eil to the bottornof the nearest pain of tied poles; hearth is very
cìeep {see Figure App I"3}

lo{ frame, larqe spruce trees, smaller cut r.oqs arounilit, snall, vegetati.on in ceatre is no ilifferent fron
vegetation outsicle ít

tent area, oLler than the others, very oçerqrorn rÍtht,wínflouer, rose bushes, anil otber reeils, also large
ash tree croríng in the nidrlle, tuo upright poles
along rack si.cle, aLso moss anil bear berry

hearthr associated r-it,h feature I, very overgxorn rith
noss

path to lalce on east siile of spit
path inland fron large clearetl aËea, endls at marsh

assoeiated nith feature 6
burn-?- bone in hearth, l_arqe nannel, probably moose,

concentratj-on of fragments

T.

8.

9.

10.
11.

other:
1.',

Present cocdition:
see lnilviclual feature

'much birch bark strippi-aq anfl spruce gum collectinq
Vegetatíon:

i-n inner area, spruce forest sith sone birch anit
occassj-ona1 poplar, $oss, little unclergrorth

ín area cÌoser to shore, asb, birchr poplôr, anil
oecassË-ona1 spruce

Soí1: Donê
Slope: gentLe
Physiognomic unit:

innerliatel-y behincl spit vi.th a shel.tered anea for boats
Shoreline eLassi ficatoa:

1-3 rith 2-9 to west {beclrock outcrop behÍnd Z-9}
Other:

1972 archaeotr-oqical_ survey test piÈs clot site
large clearecl area anil snal-lerolcler clearetl arêa nearcater
trees are cut dosn cith both hiqb ancl lor st,unps (see

site # 35ì
nuch bircb bark strippinq
also ¡¡uch slicing of t,rees
evíileace supportinc suBmer habåtation: qas can and notor

ïrolile¡
evi-ilence supporting occilpation rhea-sßon oo qrounil {tree

stunps anil feature 4, hearth)
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Site * 112

Type: trapperts cabin
Infornant: Sala Hoocl
Hote Reference: aone
tocation: tilap # I

Lat 55 461 40rf Lonq gg 10r 00rl
Ph otos: Î{ikkorça t

August 21 page
f Ílnr L shots 5 18
Phot,ographer: Hel {333 - 3471

Yashica
àugust, 21 page
FilmY shots6 10
Photographer: t{êl-

Sketehes: Fiqure Àpp I.6
Itap: none
lrtifacts:

assocl-atecl rith feature 1

carilboarcl, Blytrood., thin brosn paper, lunber, usecl
as insulation

iloor of ptyrooil ryith string pullect latch, the stringpulled do*n fron the outsi"de li.f,ts the !.atcht
the string is continuous goinq: through tuo
holes anil attatcheil to a yooden la ,eh by a
¡lail¡ 1.45 n ìf "67 n X .035 m

three 1 1/2 oz cans of, Copeahagen snuff
one pountl package of Burns ceiners
stove, ilry soocl in pLace i.n st.ove so that, the fire

1s reaily to liqtrt; cost $15 at Hudso¿rs Bay;
sane as âRC useil ia Hapísu canp; four buruers
an'd oven; pipe qoing out of ceiling, at thatpoint in the cei-ling there is a spacÊ covered
cith a sheet of tin, cut and fol,rteit dornrard to
accoruodate the pipe; the stove sits on four
Iarge flat rocks which support each sl-ite

a smaLl bencb nacle of lunber and spruce po}es llasput against the uall-i ,4 n X " 6 n
a ilryinq rack uade of bi-rch rith a pai¡ of green

i:Tt; ;T.;å.* "* koees¡ rrryins on rhen;

behinrt the rack there are several pieòes of paper
that bave been cut out of nagazines, ¡railed anil
qlue¿l to waLl; äirections f,or tickrs ?aporub;
Chaos <luri-nq the Change over by Ttreoilore H. Epp
from the February 1971 ertitíon of Gooiluecs
Broailcaster, past,ed on upsÍde iloryn; fron the
sans issue, Cures for Ïlls oß Campus by John A
Àlexander, pastecl on sicleeays; prevaílinq Law-
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lessness and . he l{onan Àlone fron Èhe sane
issua; because of the way Èhey are put up thev
may not be for decoration; also SignifieanÈ
teliqlous Neís, a nagazine associated cith the
Back To Tbe Bible raclio progran, tabLe of
eontents ís pasted siile*ays over the cloor nay
bave been usedl to tenpo¡arj-ly pl-uq leaks,
especially ía the case of tbe one over the door
as Í-t is a continuation of tbe heavy brofln
paper, three of the ot.hers are pasteil on rhe
the bro.{D paper overlaps

empty can of Spork
coat hanqer
sooden crate frour FreshryatEr Físh t{arketiag Corp.,

top removed; inside is heasy rinter green suacle
jacket

cloor proppeil up against tbe nall sith a pair of
socks hangíng from tbem; .?5 m I 1.85 n

empty 14 oz can of Lio'byts Spaghetti., barely startecl
to rust; pri-ce 2 for $.55; no. or bottom
of tin is AEt24 SPIG3

3 pounil nackaqe of Robín Hooô Quick Oats cut anil
aailed onto eall as a small recepticle

vritinq on heavy bro¡rn paper on raIl
Bobert, lrapper, ceorge floocl, Lpril 12/74.
Betsy Saus.nIf, you use some:of the woorl, please replace then -
siqnecl the boss - PS sreep the fÏooril

a dra¡vi.ng of a EoosÊ rith antlers and a beard uith
rf fl. S pence, t " lloose, G, l{oosell

empty packaqe of 24 oz vhit bread
empty cans, bearLy rusted, 15 ozt 425 Çûr Burns

Spaghetti and !{eat Balls, priee is $.55, botton
says EST 23, tf 2895t{

beil of plyroorln two leqs, the rest is supporte-d by
boards naileil to the ralLi natress macle of
nylon, like that of a tent floor, fron a large
tent, fillecl cÍth clry reeils, very thin; 1 .5 n X
1.85 n X .5 ur

over the bed i-s a draring on the çal1 of a beaver
cÍth a snall- piece of paper nailecl in besíite j-t
rith tfÏrenett rritten on it

also ïri.tten above the becl is rrHurbert Spence ltov 19
19"11t , HÀbe itlcÐonaLtl Nov 19 1971rt, anfl rtËeorge
Lawreneefl

cap for qasoiline can (pail typel
spark plug for t{ercury outboard, V40FFfi, [C, nariae
vêry rusteil hatchet hearl
two futl boxes of Onei,ila Tictor Trapsn long spring

*ooclstrearn opportuni-tis, raccoon, fisher,
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Ðuskrat, etc
onÊ large ilryinq boarcl {ie: larger than mintc}
one fnll box of traps for beavêr, ot.ter, eo1f, etc,

from Orteida Victor Traps llong sprinc)
ice chisel, hanille i-s hancl marle, heayy rerl metal

chi-sel at enil
rustetl oneida Victor lrap, sualler tban those for

raccoon, fisber, nuskrat, etc
two larqe ilryÍag boarcls
tco snall clryinq boards, about miak size
spout encl of plastic gal1ou mi-1k juq
can of Copenhagen snuff
table 'iust beneath nÍntlow, tvo legs,- 3/4 inch

pl7*oocl, attached by a boarcl to the rall; on
the table 5.s a three pound can of BuEnrs Pure
Larcl; inside the can is the lid of a snuff ca$,
a f,ew nails, anil a rusted hinge; also oo the
table is a larqe cl-ear glass kerost-ne lanp; .95
n I "55 n X .85 n {ht}

a Freshwater Fishenies üarkêtíng Corpoaati,on uooden
crate has been naílê¿l to the rall over a
ilrari.ng of a coyote from the Roait Runner sho¡r;
i.nsLtle the crate there is a large aaíl anil tha
bent lid of, a tobacco can

a salers slip from Hudsonfs Bay Northern stores,
fJ.11.?3 to Jonah gooil for $22.51 çorth of
groceri,e-s

a large rustedì saw in the corner
a bencb naile of luuber ancl plyroodr Eây be haad

ma<le, but not obvíously so; 7,2 n X ,25 m X
.45 m fht¡

ilrarinqs of Uncle Scrooqe, also a nakedl tonan
empty bor of fifteea iloeen egqs
in a brows leather case, a copy of the Nen Testaalent

ín Cree,
rindos, three panes of glass still in, one uas

cnackeil, one panê repaired. rith plastic ancl
carrlboard,; .75 n lrd) ï .65 m

artifact,s in porch
one can of Spork
can o-f Canpfi-re sausages
larqe pail
tea baqs
package of Du Hauriçr" vith warninq
enpt^y package of whíte breacl {the Bay)

litter arouncl feature 1

4 1/Z oz can of bakeil beans
t*o packaees of rhite breail from The Bay
rusteil sar {sane size as one insiile cabia)

associateil síth feature 2
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pieces of papêr
rel5.gous tract
gasoiline can {one or trvo qal}onsl

Features:
1. trapperts cabin

tn'"'å:Trl:| 
'*x*1 iT*it rilru^T Jiä:I, i i;3 äoJl*r3'o"

the east rall ancl the ria(low is oo the south
wa1l faclnq the path dora to tbe'lake

the floor is naale of tyo large sheets of plv*ood aud
luuber

insulatioo of moss, paper, carclboaril
one centre bean, supports at.tachecl to logs of encl

wa1ls
plynood usecl for end $alls $here roof starts
snaLl poreh built outsirte rloor, of boartls and

PlYrooil
also, six Logs laid in front of door on grounil, step
porch i.s 1.95 m hiqh from grountl ancl 1-85 from'logs
cloor is 1 ,4 n hiqh
porch is 1.65 n x 4.1 m biqh

2. Iarge ilrying raek, 2 n hiqh I 2.1 m X 3 n
3, path rhich leails up fron lake

Othar:
1. cleariuq bas been done in general area of cabi-n
2. articulated canis skeleton tåed to stake

SoiL: hunus
Slope: gentler path is up hiqh terrace
Shoreliae classificatÍon :
Physiognonlc unít: snalL inlet, in larger eove
Othert right. by good travel route {narrors, vinter roacl]
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SAM IVOOD'S CABIN SITE I'2

TABLE
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Site # 114

Type of site: small canp
Infornaats: ûone
I{ote refe¡ences: noße
Locatioa: I'lap * 2Ð

Lat 55 161 001r ¡.cnq g6 t6r 00rf
Sketches: figure App f.5
flap: none
Photos: tlikkornat

August 20 page 13
Filu L shots 2Q, 21, 30-33
Photographerr üe1

YashÍca
lugust 22 page 14
?iIm ÐD shots 8-11
Photographer: Hel-

Àrt,ifacts:
1. Sat. Àuq 2 Free Press teisure Flagazine
2. torn coat
3, hydro tag ttülH BE flN 621 u
4. .survey tape
5. neiner rrapper
6. string
7. can of Øinq orange
8. Carnation Evaporatecl nilk tin, rusteil, prevÍous

occupation {Hydro?}
9. . blue berry can, rusteil
10. KLeenex box
11. .Àylmer Tonato soup can, rustecl
12. garbaqe baq

Features:
1, tent spaca

tro groups of tent poles in a tripocl arrangement
poplar sirle poles anil spruce riilqe pole
spruce boughs on tent floor
rocks left ia centre of tent area, probably used to

keep eilqe of tent. cloyn
2. hearth

long spruce anil birch loqs
3. small píeee of rooil crappe¿l around tree anrl tieil wlth

string, chopped pole hesírle it
Other:

iluck wings andl feathers, three ilucks shot last niqht
Preseßt condition:

vacatecl sometine betreea 10:30 Aã an<t 3:30 PÊî
previous occnpation Hyilro {?), no camp but perhaps a

lunch stop
Veqet.ation:
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popl-ar, wiI3.ow, and astl
tent area is in a small qlaile, nith a few spruce trees to

rear
three meters in is a heavy burn

Soil: hunus
SI-ope: fLat
ehysioenomíc unitl rocky- shorel-ine iust before cove
Shoreline cLassifícatlon: 1-3
Other¡

vísibllit,y, vies of narrous, nort,h and
!.ocation is nirror irnage of såte

{site 1121
the occupants pitched. canp for niqht

thrae chililrenr ônil iloqs
use! huntiuq: nÐose {unsuccessful}

thrÊel ¡berry pickinq

south
of Sam fooilrs cabin

¡ father, mother,

, ilucks lcaught
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å-å i s! o€-!b e-go sB 9s; B_1ê n! g_!s *!h e_ g o geal;E gçes !
rQuIsE?åcEÀE

Eg uiset,un

Ï"YCOPODIåCEEE
Lycopoilium

LYCOPODIilCEÀE
Pteriilum

TÀ ÏICEil3
Taxus canaäensis

PTNACE[E
Pini,us baoksiana
Picea glauca
Picea nariana
Juniperus comnunis
tarix laríci-na

TYPHÀCEAE
Typha latifolia

u osTEaÀcEtE
Potanogeton

GR ÀfitrI{EAE
Pbragnites comnunis
Poa
Car€x

CYPßEACEAE
Eleocha:ris
Sclrpus

LE}II{ACEÀE
tenna

LTI.TAC EÀE
CU"ntonia borealis

lilv
tlíantheuruar canadensê
Snilacina trifolia

SALTCâCTÀE

horsetail, scouring rush

e3.ub noss

bracken

grouncl henlock, Cana{la yÐH

jack pine
shite spruce
black spruce
comnon Juniper
larch, tamarack

eounoa cattail

pond reed

connon eed grass
grass speeies
sêge

spike rush
buLl-rush

duckreecl

yellor clintonia, bluebeacl

cild lily-of-the- vall-e y
false Solomonrs seal
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Populus balsauj-fera
Populus tremuloi-des
Salix

IIYRÏCÀCEÀE
Itryråea gale

BETTàCEÂE
Betula papyrifera
Àlaus críspa
Àlaus rugosa

SAW?åI,ACEå,8
Geocaulon liviitum

I{YPHAE ilCE¡,8
lluplar aariegatun

RÀilUNCUL-ÀCEAE
Ranuncut us

SIÏÏFR AGICEAE
Saxì-fraga tricuspiilata
Bíbes

ROSACEAE
Fraqaria yirginiana
Potentilla triclentata
Rubus chanaenorus
lubus iilaens
nosa
Prunus vi¡ginlana
ånelachier alnifolia

IBGUI.lT TOSÀE
âstragalus
Vicia
tathyrus oehroleucus

EIIPElBâC3IE
Empetrun niqrum

tr{¡cilBÐf åcEåE
Bhus radlicans

ONûG ãCE[8
Epilobium ansustifoliun

EBÀLIâCE¡E

balsan poplar
tren'bIing aspen
willor

sueet gale

white birch. canoe bircb
grÊen or nountaín alcler
speckled al-der

northern canandra

yellow poncl li1y

buttercup

saxifraqe
curraat, gooseherry

vilð strarberry
three-toothecl cinguefoil
baketl-apple-berrv
raspberry
silil rose
cboke-cherry
saskatoon, Juneberry,
seryice berry, shailberry

milk vetcb
vetch
vetctrling, rilil pea

black crocberry

poison ivy

fÍrereed
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Aralia

CORNACEf,E
Cornus
Cornus

PTSOÏ,âCEÂg
llonatropa uniflora
Pv ola

EÐICACEAT
ùrctostaphyl-os uva-ur si
Ândromena glaucophylla
Chanaedaphne cat"yculata
Kalmia polifolia
tedum groenLanilicun
0xycoccus nLcrocarpus
Vacciniun uLiqinosuÍr

Boraginacae
tlertensia pani.euLata

Ï.ÀBTÀTAE
l{entha arvensis

CÀPNIFOLTÀCUAE
Symphocarpus albns
Linnaea borealÍs
Tiburnum trilobuur

CG HPOSÏTÀE
Soliilaqo
Àster
Àchíllea
Petasitas palnatus

nudicaulis

canatlensis
stolinifera

rÍlil sarsaparilla

bunchberry
red-oi.ser clogwood

trntlian pipe
wíntergreen

bear berry, fiinnikinick
uiLd or bog ros€mary
cassaadra, leather leaf
bog-1aurel, sranp-1aurel
labrailor tea
snall cranberry
Al"pine Bilberry

forqet-ne-not, bluebeLls

rilcl nint

snowberry
tryinflouer
hiqh bush cranberry

goliles roÉl

yarror
sveet coltsfoot
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ÀgsEuÐIE_:Ig

lEgglErçgss-pårEã-Eg-Egg-ugåggEg*oE-rËE-Egg-EAs*ggBEgE_gg_UgBgËEEg_EåErgqÞ!

Pseþåg!esv

10rû00 B"P. to 8 1000 B, P, $orthern tllanitoba
covererl by glacial ice anil the early phases
of Glacial Lake Agassia. paleo-Indiau
Periodl: A smal1 portion of southsest
t{anitoba was opea ancl Fn}son and plano
hunters present..

7 r7Oç B. P. Present lakes aad tlrainage st,artecl to
becone est.ablås heil.

61000 B.P. Lake Levels rer€ no nore than 5 to 25
feet hiqhel than present clay,

4,500 B.P. Shield Irehaic: Flains bison hunters
no!¡e north into the Boreal Forest, Tbe
üeKean occupation ís the earliest claar
evitlence of hunan habit.ation.

41000 B. P, Cont.eurporary lake Levels anil a
climate, flora, anfl fauna of approxinately
mo,clern type,

2r50g 8.P. Initial flooclLanrl: pottery iLi.ffusçd
northìraril {Laurel trailítion) -

trr000 B.P. Terninal Soodland: Vari-ous regional
deveopnents become apparent {ltanitoba aacl
Selklrk foci pottery types).

50û B, P. Itistorically í<lentiËÍable cultural
groupings {Creen Àssini-c-oine, Ojibwa, êtc.!
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SåeÈsgg

1610 À. D" Hudson Bay rliscoveretl by Henry
fluclson.

1668 À.D. Radisson and Groseillar sailing on
the llonsuch, for French interests, rlnter at
a post oo the Hayes River seven nilas
upsÈream of the present york Factory.

16'lç -â.D. The Huclsonf s Bay Companl" charter for
exclusive tT aile on fludson Bay vas granteit to
Enql-ish merchants by Charles TI.

1672 À.D. York Factory establLsheil oo Ilayes
River cithln a feu miles of Huctson Bay.

1683 - 1713 French - English conpetítion in the
Bay vith York Factory changing hanils several
tiues.

1690 1692 Kelseyl ttre first voyaqe of a vhite
man fron the 8ay to the Saskatcheran River.

1?13 À.D. The Treaty of Utrecht: French yåeld
the Bay entirely to the Enqlish,

1717 A.D. Fort Churchill estrablíshed by James
Kniqht,

1?63 â.f). Treaty of Paris: Canacla transfereil
to Britísh ru1e.

'17'14 Ä.D. Cunberlancl House founrled by Sanuel
IIerne.

'l?98 å,D. Oxford Honse erect,e¿l,

1801 À,Ð. NorÎray House establisherl.

1821 À. D. [I. B. Co. anrl North llest Co.
ana].ganate.

1823 å. D. Goverßor Georqe SinpsÐn orclers
tradinq posts throughout RuperÈns Í,atct to be
repositioned, in response to resource
clepletion, Nelson House est ablisheil as a
permanent H"B"Co post.

1840 À,Ð. Norray House Hission begun.

26û



1908 A,D.
reserve,

Ne3-son flouse becomes traaty
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ÈP,eËsÐ5r rg

Síte*

1

2

3
4
5

6
7
I
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
f?
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
3?
38
39

tocation TTpe Other

CE sawmill, ÀRC base caup
CE clig, caûoe buiklinq, ât least 2000yrs

occupation
CE snall camp SaE Bood
CE hearth
ilosrnstream on Rat f¡om llapisu snall caÐp

Nathan [foose
SE small camp
Sg hearth
SE hearth
sE caÐp
SE wi.nter road to Nelson House
,SE snall canÐ
SE hearth
Sf heart,h
SE hearth
SE small canp
SE snall canp
SE hearth
SE hearth
SE hearth
SE hearth
SE hearth
SE hearth
SE hearth
SE hearth
SE hearth white naürs si-te {?}
SE canp sled islaucl {I2ìl{apÏV.2 hearth
TV. ? small canp
TV"2 cache
Tv.2 hearth
IV.2 heartÌt
fv.2 heartb
IV "2 hearth
Í"V"2 cache above site 33
!.ï.2 canp lbraham Spence rinter caüp
:Í"V " 2 hearth
tv.2 hearth
f.V,2 snall camp
IV.z snall camp

262
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40 TV.z small ca$p
41 IV" 2 snall camp
42 TV.z snal-l camp
43 fV.z hearth
44 T.v.z small camp
45 SE hearth
46 SE s¡ral1 canap
47 sE path
48 SE hearth
49 SE small caÐp
50 SE hearth
51 SB smatr-l canp
52 SE snall camp
53 CE hearth
54 CÐ small ca¡np
55 CE hearth
56 CE hearth
5'l CE small cailp not surveyerl
58 cE small canp aot surveyed
59 CE larqe cinter fishing caup not surveyed
60 CE snall canp
61 CE snall canp(rZ ltap TV" 3 hearth ascl skidoo cache
63 IV.3 smaLl camp on wint.er roacl
64 TV.3 winter roail and canps
6 5 f V,3 rinter roail
66 69 nunbers ¡aisserl
70 Hfl hearth
71 Nil hearttr'l2 ilW hearth
73 : lff hearth
74 Hlf snall canp
75 NÐ hearth
76 NW snall camp lean-to
77 ilg hearth
78 tÍW snall cailp
79 llfl camp
80 t{fl hearth
81 tlÐ small canp
82 Nll hearth
83 aunber ¡nisseil
84 cn hearth
85 ña hearth
86 Na cabln ângus Bonner
8? Na hearth
8B Fa snal-l canp ancl fish cache
89 nunber misseil
90 Na small camp
91 l{a hearth
92 Na hearth
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93
94
95
96
97
98
99

10Ð
101 ¡lap
r02
103
104
105
106
101
108
109
1 10,
111
112
11 .3

114
115
116
n-1
H-2

rv.3
rv.3
TT.3
rv.3
rv.3

CE
CE
CE

ïv.4
IY.4
TT" 4
I?.4
IV.4
rv.4
ry" 4
rv.4
rv.4

fla
TY,3
ry.3

NF
cg
t{B

CES
cw
Na

camp
hearth
s¡na1l camp
small- canp
smalJ. canp
hearth
beart.h
hearth
hearth
hearttr
hearth
bearth
heartb
hearth
hearth
hearth
hearth
hearth
snall camp
eabin
conmercial
snall- camp
cabin lEoore
snall camp
hyclro bush canp
hydro surv€y canp

San Boocl
fis,h camp

26t+
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