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. To trace the growth of'Raﬁe and Britein during any extended
period is not the purpose of this'th¢$is: but the writer
feels that in order justly to appreeiate any comparison which
may'be drawn, it is necessary taﬁ;onsider"%o some degree the
- humen type who in each case formed the esential element in
the developement of the constitubtion, that man who was in
fact the "headstone of the corner”, First, as to Rome.
The stary*of the founding of Rome;'SHreﬁded in mystery,’is
not utterly deveid of an histérical background, and we may
venture to consider what manner of man was he who, some eight
centuries before the birth of Christ, dwelt amid the hills
near the bamks of the Tiber. We find him the inhabitent of
a region which eertaiiiy eaﬁlﬁ be called the most attractive
portion of Italia's sdil, The ground was by no means
remarkabls‘fertilé, the éurfaee was hilly and the dread malaria
" held sway along the low-lying partis. But these very features
created an environment bound to pr@&uoe a strong type of man;
for the struggle f@r exigstence there was the more severe and,
as the early men viewed tracts where nature was more propitious
both to the ﬁdrth and to the South, a spirit of aggrandizement
we.s rapidly developed together with a strong bond ef’unlan.i
But they appear to have been no lewless depredators but to
have enjoyed s system mf highly patriarchal and to have been
_ inbufled with relighous sentiments of the deepest nature.
This spirit of aggrandizemgnt, this sense of unity, thié form
of government, this depth of religiom, all combined to pro~™
duce the essential element im the mighty Empire of future
days. |

As regards the unit which ferms the essential element of

the British peoples, we have at hend a much more definite |
type; As the able historian aréen pojnts cuﬁ, the basis of
the farmer common wealth in early German society, was the
free-men with his rights and ﬁrivileges; but, as the "blood~
bond" demsnded, with corresponding rquonsibilitieg on behalf

of his wronged neighbor. Pressed by invaders from the
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plains of Esstern Europe they became rovers of the most darlng
type~ yet amid all their plundering, butchering and ruthless
destroyinga theyvnever lost that imbued love of justiwve and
equity, at any rate, in the marrow range of the application of
those qualities by which their moral viéian was limited,

These then; are the essentisal elements from which wés'
developed in each case the two mighty fabries, the cemparing
of which forms the tash of the writer. To trace by stages
.the grewth in each would be aside freﬁ the'purpase: but it rew
mains to be noted that as Mommsen says in his first volumn of
his "History of Rome" the institution of citizenship was“aié
ttge%hér of m mcral—feligious nature™: the citizens formed sn
organization protected by, and aeeeréing to tradition, sprung
from certain deities: outsiders could not claim equal privils-
eges with the citizen-band, not on acecount of a mere national
conservative jealously, but'beeause the "covenent" was not’far
them. But our citizebshippis base& upen a contract between
man and men: by the time Vlctaria had ascended the throne, reli-
gious consciem$ness was s matter for the 1ndiv1dual*m what he
believed and practiced stood in a quite secondary relation to
his status'as & citizen,

Having naw’eensidéred the Empires with regara to their
diversities of origin, we shallJnow proceed to consider the
fabrie and administration as it appears in each case, And
first what of the two rulers whom we nok watch take their
respective places among the enthroned of the world, each take
ing the ruling place in Empires within which totally different
influences and forces had worked out a totally different order'
of things? -Notwithstanding the obvious dissimilarity resulte
ing from living in widely removed eras, from the peculisr traine
ing of each towards far separated iéeals, we note many‘cammon
bersonal characteristiecs. Augustus appealed to the old
Italian bcurgeoisie&(notjentirely oblitereded in the meny

tumults and divisions which rent Italy asgunder): Victoria,
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beloved by all, but espeeially adored by our own middle
clases, was the idel of the sﬁurdy'British yeomsn: énd in
both rulers this effect reszlted from the simplicity of life,
the thrift, the méral vigor which characteriged them both.

Havingvnew considered the Empires with regard to their
diversities of origin, we shall now proceed tg consider the
fabric and a&minisﬁxaxion‘as it appears in esch case. Ome
invalaahle'kny te the comparison may be found in,thé words
of Mr. Pelham which I quote frem his "Outlines of Romem Hise
tar&“}pége 276: "in éireet contrast to the modern maxim thet
'the king never dies' it has been well said that the Romen
tprincipate’ died with the death of esch princeps™: and in
a footwnotqwhe remarks that the institution ef ﬁh; interregs
num did not apply to the prinecipate. In his later years
Augustus hed to face a yrobIGM'whieﬁ can never perturb the '
mind of a British ruler;- whom should he appoint or recommend
to succeed him? , for on his deeeéée the principate for the time
being came to an end. But with us, the sévereign\is & caor=
poratien sole,w an_aftifieial person created byblaw, who never
dies, though the natural body must suffer disaoiutian. At
this point in Romem History we préceive an attempt, aﬁd all
things considered, a'fairly successful attempt, at a compromise:
the great need of the hour when Augustus took the reigne of
government was a firm, well-plenned poliecy of eohscli&atiag;"
yet the smcient republicen traditions were not to be rudely
sheken; there must still be the cofinsels, the magistretes, the
senate, the comitia; the formula must be pronounced as of old,
"Videant consules ne quid respublies detrimentl capiat™. Thus
we have a spectacle of a common-wealth forming into a ﬁénarqhy*,
and a mnnarehy’in faet, if not in name. As for the legisiaw
tive bodies, they, as has just been intimated, must remsin, buj
though actually aequiring greater éplendcr and more outward
dignity, were by degrees emaséulate&, as Tacitus plainly gives
us to understand in the last ehapter of his Annals Book 1,

"De comitiis comsularibus, quae tum primum illo principe ac

deinceps fuere, vix quiequam firmere ausim: adeo diversa non
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modo apud suctores sed in ipsius orationibus reperiuntur.
Modo subtraetis candidatorum nominibus originem eijasque’
et vitam et stipendia &eseripéit, ut qui forent intellegeretur:
aliquando ea gouque significatione subtracta, eandidatas
hortatus ne aﬁbiﬁu comitia turbarent, suam ad id curam polle
icitus e#8. Plekumgue eos tantum apudvse professos disseruit,
quorum nomina'cansulabus edidisset: posse et alios'profiteri,
sk gratise aut ﬁeritisvconfiderent, Speciosa verbis, re
inania aut subdola, gunantogue méjefe livertatis imagine tege-
bantur, tento emupturs ad infensius servitum." And the
further restricted influence Zmmm imposea'apéﬁ the senate is
well seen upon cansi&eréﬁicn of the faet that only gbhout two
years after the death of Augustus, "Gallus, quia speciem libert-
atis Piso preeceperat, nihil satis illustre sut ex dignitete
populi Romsni nisi coram et sub oeulis Caesaris, eoque con-
ventum Italiase et affluentes provinecis praesentae ejus ser-
venda dicebat.d Compare what has been said thus far with
regaﬁ& to aur;&nn Empire, Little by little’the powers of the
soverign have been transferred to the legislative bodies: a
real,nota merely hypotheticel contraet subsists between the
monareh and the peapla so that to use the words of the histor-
ian Richard Green, “tha‘King is as much a ereature offparliee-
ment as the peﬁties% tax-gatherer in the realm". It is not
however, that the British Monarchs occupation is goﬁe, but
that the seve%%gn's sphere of’influenge is shifted from the
world of law giviﬁg and aéminisﬁraﬁian to that of an unofficial
moral cemsorship and ddplomeey, the value of which powers
undefins@ though they be, but appertaining to one unapproach-
able by rival political factions, cam not be held in too high
en estimation. In this connection, though far too early
to pronounce 5udgmeht, the writer would remark that in his
oginion history will hereafter prove how much shall have been
accdmplished by our own King's well plemned visits to the

heads of the various continental powers.,

3



Vigoreus centraldzation of the confrol of imperial adminisw
tration was an essential faetor in the carrying out of the
migssion of Augustus® life, What are called "the Provihces
of Caesar™ had bee&walloﬁéd as rewards to the chief supporters
of the prévailing cotorie at Rome, and, though subjeet to a
nbminal contrel on the part of consuls end seaate; each favour-
ite ruled his province in an almost independant fashion, and
there being no restraiding influence from the masses below,
and a little-exercised power from those above, the lack of
unity, the gross cwrruption, and the consequent frequent and
latent privy conspiracy and rebellion, showed plainly the need
of a master-hand, the only remedy in fact, for the silente
spreading dksease which threatemed the very vitals of the
Bmpire. Men whose career Augustus had for years closely

. Erav1nces
serutinized were set at the head of his own prugpe

the public Provinces were men cearefully selected as Caesar

felt his supeevision gradually but surely extending. Within
Rome itself, during his lifeﬁime, the menagement ef’affairs
conceiing the supply of corn and water, the construction of
reads, snd the maintsining of & body of city police, became

a Department under the Emperor's direct control. In short,

# every branch of publie intefest even includiﬁg the directing
of religieus ceremonies, felt the guidance of‘his powerful
hand. And all this reﬁeunded, at any rate for the time bew
ing,hta the prestige, puissamce and glosy of mighty Ronwe.

But in the British Empire the same resultw leadership
among the nations«~ was in Victoria era reached by & converse
developement, Beyond seas, the colonies, preperly so called,
af the beginﬁing of the reigﬁ, present the view, not of decayed
portions ofkfarmerly mighty states parcelled out as rewards to
men fog%their services (praiseworthy and otherwise), but af
sparaely settled reglans,,where a few hardy pioneers had faced
awful dangers, from beth,nature and mem, and where after meny
years a new Britain had been founded, struggling while get ale
most too feeble to stand alone, to enjoy what they and their

fathers had won at home "Government of the peeplg, for the
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people an& by the peeple"; Therefore, not eénﬁralizatimn
but decentralization is %ﬁe line of aevelcpfmenﬁ along which
the Dominions beyond seas formed their progression in the
Vicﬁeri&n era. During the years of Augustus, governors of
Provinces beyéna the seas upon whose shoulders rested a mere
traditional responsibility, were replaced by men subjected
léng before to the careful serutiny of their head, enswerable
to their head: it is within the lifetime of Vietoria that we
find at least three importemt colonies outgrow their infanecy,
to take upon themselves the rights and responsibilities of a
selfkga§erning race., Practically they are independant of the
rule of imperial auéhority, éxcept in matters effecting relation
with foreign powers, And in the home-island, each county,
each parish, has eaﬁtinued to increase its hold on its own
particular administration by means of councils and local boards.
With regard to the éubject of taxatien, more will be saild at a ’
later stage, but a contrast in one particular especially, can=~

not escape notice at this juncture. I refer to the'facﬁ that
| the Italians had always cherished énd écted upon the traditi&n‘
thaﬁkthé Provinees should bear the bukden of taxation while
they themselves should enjoy exemppion therefrom, at least,'
to a_véry gfeat extent: but Augustus at length forced those at
home to take some sharg in contributing to the imperial treas-
ury. On the contrary, that colonies sheulﬁ?ﬁaise money to
supéart"any fund but those controlled absalutely by and for
themselves, is a prineipal hitherte stoutly upheld throughout
Greater Britain, a prineiple the violation of which has brought
in the past amything but eredit‘or‘glcry to the Imperial state~-
smen: but it is interesting to note in this conne ction that
towards the close of Vietoria's long reign, a feeling has srisen
by no means confined te insular minds, that something-as yet
a vague something- ought to be done whieh would result in the v
giving of systematic assistance towards that defense and
guardianship in the benifits of which we all have participated.

But of course the deciding influence mmst flow in our ease&.noﬁ

from the central regal suthority, but from loyal hearts to.
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that authorlty/from +the remotest bounds of our wide-spread
territories,

Tollo&k.again at the fabris as a whole: Rome was &
military, Britain is a naval power, But to stop at this
would betoken a very superficial cfitieism. When we say
"Rome was & military power, but BritainAis’a naval one",
éur pheaseology in each case is similar, but, if we aré to
draw at all near the truth, quite dissimilar ideas must be e
called up before the gaze of our mental vision. For
militerism was the framework of Roman societygttheir land
tenure, their holding of slaves, their very 1deals of moral
snd religious conduct are but a reflex, showing clearly their
political doctrine, that, whereas Mars had, by the very outw
come of thihgs, deélared them to be the fiéést to survive,
211l others might think themselves well proviéded for if only
they were permitted to exist, But Britain is & naval power;
not that this particular forrr; of militarism is at all the
basis of British sqcieﬂy; but that physical force may some-
times be necessary as an aid to the placing of the in&ivi&aai
in a self-regulating position; and for geographical reasons
it is upon sea, more than upon land, that this manifestation
of physical force must be employed. Britain has, of course,'A
enjoyed both a military and a navai prestige, but not milit=
arism but commerce has long been the animus aectuating her
movements; and next I proceed to deal with a compsrison
between the fwo Emplres as regards commerca.

Ancient history cam afford us no spectahle the parallel
of Britein commercisl supremacy. The reasons of this want
are partly physical and partly socioleglcal In the first
place, there was a serious lack of means of transportation*
the sea was never regarde& with very favdrable eyes by the
sneients of the civilized world as a medium of travel,- the
art of navagation had been tardy in developement, and the

following lines of Horace show us the existence of another;

obstacle,~ a sibjective ome:

4%;\,/ -
@ars 1nclusa caloribus

mundi nec Boreae flnitlnum latus

Burataeque solo nives

mercatorem abigunt, horrids callidi

vincunt eaquors nevitse,



The land in turn presented barriers.of mountains, deserts,
and fens, and further more, the prublem'of speedy locomotion
was unsolved. It is true that the Greek merchant had
settled in tﬁe South of the Narbonensis, that the Phoenlclans
rosmed even to Lands End, that "they of Tyre and Sidon™ dise
played their wares in Italy, that the now-forseken P&lﬁyra
reared her head as the Syrian Queen; but all this fell fear
short of what we underétanﬁ to be & commercial power, We
see Britain the manufacturer and producer for a vsstfseetion
of humenity, and the banker, finencier, and carrier for all.
With thé enormous resources within the confimes of the realﬁs
of Augustus, why this contrast? The answer lies here:=
under the vigorous militarism of Caesar, end other princes

of the anqient world, lasting security and unfettered indiv-
idual aetién, so necessary to the existance of commerce,
were impossible. The fine arte have most frequently flour-
ighed under the)rule of tyrants (as in Greece); but there mst
be the least possible interferenée on the part of the State
with men's persons, property and action, in order that such
an intricate commercisl system as we behold today may'develope,
and having developed, thrive. For so long as men knGW’BQﬁ
gt what moment their lands aﬁd.goods'may be confiscated, end
they themselves bodily removed, if not put to death, there is
slight encouragement for them to invest time, falént, and
substance in'whaﬁ may be theirs only for the bxiefest period.
Again, experiment and invention are the handmaindens of cem»'
merce; but attempts in the direetion of obtaining Power

over Nature.by mastering her secrets were anciently regarded
as savouring of impiety and sareery, We remenber the pice
_ture mf drawn for us in Lytton's "Bést of fhe Barons™, of

the persecuted se&ker}afﬁer Na%uré‘s thuths,thoughf %ha

scene there depicted is‘représente& as having taken place as

lately as the reign of our,E&ward the Fourth, when feudalism

in England was on the verge of decline, Ho, we have only
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to cast a hurried_giance’over the ancient world to see that
in such en Egpire as that of Augustus commerce could never
reach & high develop®ment. - So ,long, for instance, as
Carthage, Corinth, or the'towns of Syria were out-side of the
pale of xke advanced militarism, they enjoyed commercial
prosperity; but just as soon as iﬁ became necessary that
these states should form part of the great Romem system, they
saw the decay of their trading; for after Rome had included
them under her dominion, they gradually ceased to stand out
pre#eminenily as great industridl centres.

Some thing was said sbove with regard'to lack of security
as being an hindramce to the developpment of commerce in the
ancient world upon that vast scale as we see it face to face
today. It must not, however, be supposed that absolutely
no fofm af“security existed in the far off days of Augustus:
on the'éontrary we find a class of men known as the argentarii,
whose functions closely resemble those of our modern banker.
They received money for deposit, and banker‘g profits‘arosei
then, as now, from the fact of their borrowing money at a
certain rate of interest, and lending at a higher rate. We
frequently read in the emeient records how thaet these érgéntﬁ
aril were rapacious, and enjoyed in faet a reputation similaxr
to that borne by Hews in later days; = still, the people
- appear to have reﬁosed great confidence and trust in their
maligned money-dealers,; and it must be remembered in 2ll faire
ness thet in times when the State afforded so little pratect;
ion to commercisl and military interests, it would be necesse
ary to.exact. a much more advenced rate of interest than is |
thoﬁghtfﬁquitable in sn sge when even the Go#ernment itself
lends and borrows and has itself sfepped into the srems of
commercigl swarfare.

One of the m&st remerkable contrasts to be found in
8 canside:ation of the charaetets of the Empires of Augusﬁus
snd Victoria is presented to us on a review of the fiscal’

poliey of which the two  Governments respectively made use,
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With all their national endowments, their deep researches
into meny scienges and arts, ahd the excellencies they ob-
tained in same of fhe most impertant branches of humen know-
'ledge, neither the men of the Greek nor Romen civilizations,
ever gave what is known as Politocal Economg, aﬁ systematie
or rational study. This being the case, it is no wonder
thet the admihisﬁfatian,of Romen finsncisl affairs had no
golid foundation, endim® was thé‘saurce of endless perplexite
vies, embarrassmeﬁts and eoriuptiens. The revenue of Romw
was derived in the main from the faildwing sources: taxes
in kind or money, levied chiefly on the Provinces outside of
Italyy,= corn and fruit from Sicily, Egypt, and Asia Minor:
the salt tex; the levying of tolls st city getes; the payment
of customs as merchandise was conveyed from one political
divisdon to another; importent export duties on slaves and
cattle; later, a fee was demanded on legacies. in cage of
emergency, & special tax might be levied as tﬁcught expedient
upon cities, districts or pro¥vinces. Enough has been said
to show that}the system of ﬁaxatian'was quite unscientifie
and comsequently arbitrary, but it was none the less rigorous.
For not only was the whole fiscal fabrie unseund, but the »’
mode of its operation was iniquitous. The actual collecting
was left in the hands of a strong ani united order of meun,
the well known publicéns, who had & central office at Rowme,
and who wielded a mighty influence there, from the very fact
of their having such a hold upon the finances, The "Rarm-
ing" and sub-letting of the right to call in éhe taxes of
the"variaus divisions of the Empire rendered it an easy matter
for one"ma.:rlx in ﬁhe s@acebof a very few’yearsg_to become a
veritable Croesus; Wﬁile the people, ground down by oppression,
sapped of their virility, deserted the ogce populus and
flourishing Qiﬁies until finally the report would be returuned
ta the Imperial City that fthe regquired levy could not be

raised, from sheer want of the necessary number of inhabitants.

’

It is guite true that Augustus, by his vigorous poli@yvof
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centralization, kept a watchful eye over every branch of'tha
}officiald@m; thus to a large extent checking the flagrent
afluses rampant under the latter days of the Republie: but
the fact remains that there was no radical change of system,
that what reform he may have accomplished resulted chiefly
if not altogether, from his owu'persanal abilities and force
of character, and thet consequently the accessgsion afterwards
of a less capable ruler would mesn the bresking out egain of
the vilest corruption and direst appression. \
| As a set off to all this, what do we find to be the
condition of the finencial affairs in our own Empire ﬁnder
Viectoria? The ideal reached in fiscal poliéy? By no means:
but we do see a system containing the rudiments of a far
sounder basis of asdministration. A glance at the preceding
paragraph will ramindvﬁhe rea&ef‘thaﬁ the heaviest abd most
assured tax was derived frdm the necessaries of 1life and
from the essential relationship of man to man in matters of
trade snd commerce: also that it bore with greatest weight
upon those least able to bear it. In this way that free-
dom from restraint of sction ovef a.wi&euspread EEXE area,
so necessary to sound commercisl developement, was cramped
ond artificdally crushed. But within the British Empire
there has been for over ﬁwo hundred years a science of fin-
ance. Upon the advent of William of Orange, it was determin=
ed tﬁat henceforth the sovegégn must be entirely dependent
for his supplies upon Parliament. This resolution has
necessitated the growth of staﬁeémanlike knowledge of the ’
principles of administration in this particular depeartment;
until now the fcllcwing broad principles generally actuate
- British sfafesman in the providing for the cauntry's revenue,=
Not necessarisg for living nor for manufaecturers, ﬁor for .
the natural commercial intercourse, must furnish the means
for filling the coffers of the State; but it is luxuries that
must bear these burdens; and the amount to be levied on these

will vary according to whether the particular articles under
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consideration be innocent, or whether they possess dangerous
tendenciesbwhen used in excess. An example.of the former
is Tea; that of the latter, bréndy. Again, the teundency
during Victoria's reigm was to aboiish tolls and like levies
upon the conﬁinﬁcus}y actions of men, but to retain them
upon what may be called their eccasyional offices, such as
the meking df wills and the exeeuting of subdry other docu-
ments, We have also & tax assessed upon property, for
pTOpefty is in conjunction with human activity, the producer
of wealth; then for the meeting of exggences we have an income
tax which may be varied according to need. These remarks
epply in their entirety to Britain, but ﬁﬁe broad principles_
are acted upon throughout the Empire; and they stand out in
clear relief against the illogical and ill-conceived policy
of the Romans, |

Tﬁrning’asi&e from these somewhat weighty‘considerations,
let us now take a peep at the Romsn in social 1ife, at leasgt
the Roman of the higher'ﬁype, As we appraoch his dwelling
we see that, fronting the stfeet is a line of shops; the
gentleman does not however, live above them as is oftem the
cage in our day. Passing through the entrance & covered
way between ﬁhe‘shops, we enter the Atrdum; doors lead off
from this into various rooms. As we advance, leaving shops
end servants quarters behind’us, the surroundings become all
the time more and more enchanting and artistic; we now
reach the impluvium surrounded by the peristylé: on past the
fountainé with the wemens spartments leading off on either
hand, we arrive at the portico and through that we proceed
into the garden, All this time we have been from the moment
- we entered the éassage between the shops entirely surrounded
by‘stane buildings and walls. We wateh the people around
ug; as with ourselves, thouéh ﬁc 8 much more merked degree ,
their costum varies according to thelr rank and to the occass

ion. The distinctive Roman dress is of course the toga,

made of kim thin wool, and in the case of the ordinary cit-
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citizen, it is white: ©but with high dignitaries, (those
above the people's tribunes), stripes of Qurple maik the
proud wearer as one righfly to be honored; he is clothed
in the toga praetexta. He Wili‘lay it aside on his retire~
ment from offiée, but'the stripe on his tuﬁic he will retain,
The white, gfacegul toga, variegated with purple and sometimés
with gold, stands out vividly‘in contrast with the sombre
garb which a Britiéh,gentleman dons- and the more festive the
oecassian,»the more gloomy his dress. Our Roman friénd
wears perhaps leather shoes, or mbre'eemmonly sandals. The
braccae, or trousers, were not worn until Rome's leggénskha&
penetrated into the chilly climes of the North; and then only
by soldiers: the legs are protected by bands wound about thano

Neteetr  WLATTD
If it reins, we=fEad izt the pasnula corresyondggto our

A
overceaat,

The!ladies‘in the time of Augustus had learnt much from
their Greek sisters in the way of spparel, The éhiﬁon and
himation clothed the body, snd on the feet were sandals oftenm

with leather soles. The Greeks 1in many ways were to the
| Romans what the Frénehjhave been to the British as regards
matters of taste and fashion: and ladies in the days of
Augustus, as npw, made frequent and strenuous efforts to en~
hance their.natural beauty by means of jewellry and pigmeuts¢
and with prebably the same degree of success.

. These then, are some of the external feétures of the
home of the typical Roma& during the ers under consideration;
and, when conpared with the similar features of our own times,
differences are easily accounted for on remembering what the
Italian climate is; and what nations had set Rome an example
in thesevthings. From the soldiers standpoint, Rome's
legions a&vanced upon the Greelans cities, long befeftpof
their ancient spirif,» castles, theatreé; forts, statufes,
ay, even the very temples of the chs, are laid in rulns.

Greece is subdued. Do but give the fugltives from wasted



homes, and.the legions from fields of conquest, time to reach
Italy's shore, and commingle with her sturdy inhabitants,

and the student of hlstery sees how, in manners and morals,

re
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It has never yet been Brltdin s lot to subjngate a peaple

far better versed in Arts and amsements then herself; con-
sequently we do not, as we‘eantemplate Britain under Vietoria,
gaze upon s people whose vigor, soft luxury, too often the
mothef of vice, is slowly sapping away.

The Roman felt himself borm to cemﬁanﬁ; in the home as
well as in the camp; wife and children, clients, and slaves,
21l were accustomed to look to him as absolute in the govérna
ing of his owmn little realm, The mother of the household
knew nothing beyond her duties as such; a chaste Romsm matron
regarded the acquisétion of a knowledge of literature and
music as the natural caﬁcomitants of a deparfure from the path
of virtue: therefore the women mixed little with their lords
in the pursuit of amusements, neither aid they busy themsel-
ves at all with the problems of his avocation or of his politw
ies,  During Victoria's reign, we cam;sée that very rapid
steﬁs have”been(taken towar ds enabling the sexes to meet in
the social and business world on & common level, For as
regardswa”general edueation, women can with us ﬁecoﬁe the
rivals of the men: the legal disabilities under which they
fdrmerly lahored,;as'ﬂxr instence in the matter of the holding
of real property, have now beeome alhest altogether removed,
and the day seems not far distant when we shall read in our
mo#ningrpgpers, without the sligbﬁest shoek, that such-and-
suchxa,o@nstituency has retruned Mrs. John Smith M. P. to the
Hoqse of Cammens. And of course e&eﬁy ycung lad& éust be
e@mmetent to give an analysis of Wagner's Harmonles and to
dl.scuss the works of Brownlng, or ﬁhe thearies of Karl Marx.\

. The. prlnclple of State education, famlllar eneu;h ta

uhe Bmitan of the latter half of the Vietorian era, was
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unheard of by the Romen. Children were teamght at home,
and from the first ﬁakeﬁ to the forum and the senafe: to
speak was the lesson to which he devoted a llfeﬁlmes study.
Of course, as a result of Grecian conquest in the Roman Warld
of thought, that comprehensive thaining included under the
terms "Music and Gymuastics" formed by the time Augustus
ruled the training alsoe of the well-born son of Rome. 3ut
the children were committed to the care of Greek slaves and
hirelings, whose culture was not founded upon a strong ethical
basis, and who nad lost sight of the doetrine taught by their
great ﬁﬁﬁwwa Koy wal ﬁazyaiga v
We might well, however, copy the Romen in his desire to.
express himself fluently and foreivly: in this particular the
British child, highly tmained in meny departments, receives
no systematio instruction nor practic, and is as a result
comparatively deficient in this respect.

The Roman gentleman of the Augustaﬁ age kept alive the
account of a mythology which he d4id not believe, and loved
to boast of an esncient national code of morals which he did
not practice. The writers df the Golden Age did thelr
best, in epié and satire to remind their countrymen of an
avenging, omnipotent Deity, who, in the puzer days, had leht
his strong arm to preserve Rome. But Virgil, born on 70
B, G., Horace in 53 B. C. and ley in 59 B, C., together with 4
thelr great patron Maecehas, were men of ancther generation;
and if what they said could have been said (had there been
peace and Qleésure)‘fifty years before, the doom of Rome might
have been longer averted, Such religious devotions as the
Romans then praeticeﬁ.wefe not the result of a godﬁﬂlife,
but were looked upon as charms to prevent the befalling of
evil. The philosophy of Epicurus was the school that re-
presenﬁs his atﬁltude towards moral questions; at least, this
was the general rule, for the laxity of this systen was 1ts
commending feature. But the religious ideas of the modern
Briton point in an altogether different direction. He is

not so devotd nok punctillous in his parfonnance of cermonlal
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devotions as his brethern of the Latin races, but he does
insist upon the adoption of & sound moral basis as the Ffound-
ation of his daily life. In the third book of Odes, Horace
shows how lightly the mérriage fnxﬁ bond was regarded in those
days. o

"sed iussa coram non sine conscio

wsurgit merito, seu vocat institor

seu navis Hispanae magister,

dedecorum pretiosus emptor,

non his iuventus orta parentibus
infecit aequor saunguine Punlco
Pgrrhumgue et 1ngentam cecidit

Antiochum Hennibalemque dirum;

Sed rusticorum nmascula militum

proles, ..... e ete.

We cannot bgt’admire the second stenza and the beginning og
the third stanza of my quotatlon. Tet we canmot express
sarprlse at the first one; what else could result Ffrom s
people filled with lust of bower and riches, whose cheif P o=
blem in llfe was how to amuse oneself, all useful labor being
rerformed by slaves, & people whose legions reduced to slavery
Whole tribes and nations, for whom now mere existence, even

at the sacrifice of =11 elge save thelr bodies was & pr1v1leg§
and not a rlght In contrast to this, it is most gratifyw
lng to Qbserve hOW much moral progress there has been in the
‘reggn of Victorla. By the constant contributions, individual
voluntary, that have kept pouring in to the maintainence of
chmrehes, chapels, haspltals, schools, and m1581ons, by the
formatlon of societies to bromote almost every phase of the
moral llfe and by the general up-1lifting of the tone of publie
Iiﬁe, have Britains shown an unequalled desire to preserve

and even to raise the standard of nstional living,
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Many of the prominent characteristics of a nation's life
may be seen from a view of their distinctive games. ﬁnder'
Augustus, games, for the pnpﬁlace of Rome, head beeéme one of
the twa necessarleif of humsn subs:mtence° Now one great
distinction between the games of the anclents and the sporits
of the moderns is that, in the former case, public athletics
formed part of thw workhip of the Gods: =& progession wound
' 1ts way from the Senate-House to the Circus Maximus, in
which priests took an important pert, swinging censers and
bearing imeges.  On the contrary, our pastimes of the great
Church feasts ére regarded rather in the light of relaxation
from religious duties. The diversions of which Romsns
never seemed to tire,rconsiS%ed of watching the chariot rames,
the ludus Troise, and contgsts between wild beasts one with
another, or with men; gymnastic exhibitions played a minor
part, Of the games I have mentioned, only the ladas
Troiée was partlcipated in by Roman youths of quality; the
chariots were driven mostly by professionals, and %the fight-
lng of wild beasts and the struggles of gladiators fell to the
let of eriminals and other étigmatized membersyof society.
And herein we see another strong contrast. fhe British
public do not encourage professionalism iﬁ spofts, and cers
tainly popular sentiment is against brutal conduct in games:
what we look for in sport is that which calls ferﬁh the exer=
cise of the judgmeﬁt, and adroit muscular movemant,'withouﬁ
any element tending to arouse the base passions of the spec-
tators. Thet the Romans were absolutely inured to the
sight éf the most brutal and revolting contests is shown by
the fact that, whereas duels and bull-Ffights are tolerated
only hefe and there in the civilized world of today, the in~
habitants of Italy of nineteen hundred years ago could gloat
by the hour over the sickening scenes of the arena, ana no-
where in their literature do we find any expression of dis=
gust, The public comscience had long been iulled, and the

O'e."t.'le:t:'a'.ﬁ_ cundltlans of the Empire gave no promise of an
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awakening. The advent of the Augustan age meant for the
Roman Werld as & whole, adroitness of poliey, imperial
congolidtaion, after years of turmoil, and therefore a re-
newal of national vigor and an increase of prestige: but for
The individual it was the confining of his activitiés@ the
loss of sefl-reliance, which are fatal to the quickening of
moral discernment. |

These latﬁerfreflections lead us to view in a broad way
the sacial conditions of snmcient Rome, as comparfed with our
own, with which considerations this thesés shall close: our
thoughts naturally revert to the problem of slavery. .It is

one of the mbst astounding spectacles which greet the eye of

the student of ancient history, thet into the highest hxght

types of civildzation of the 0ld days was interwoven what is
mogt replusive toﬁ our minds. g OUr own Empire has long stood
for the total suppression of(the nefarious trafficking in humag
lives, sud has led the way in this direction $ill the British
flag is the terror of slave traders and the hope of the en-
slaved, Yet nome, our equal in meny things, and perhaps our
supewiér in others, whose poets sang of deitiéé‘who punished
the liar and wrongdoer, whose philosophers, many of them, hold
up for our admiration an ascebic type of merality, was the
upholder of slavery. Not only did the Romans enslave geonles
admittedly their 1nfer10rs in natural talemts, but also their
own neighbors, of the same stock as themselves: of this we
have in our day amongst races of our own degree of culture,
no pargllel, Now slavery is a relic of barbarism; still,
when Rome had, as was the case in the Augustan era long ago
left behind most other traces of her earlyest days,'she still
kept alive, and very much alive, this revolting festure of her
social fabric, |

Rome hai learnt, since her founding, many things, and had
likewise forgotten many things» but What she had burnt deep
‘in her heart was that her m13310n,was to oommand Caesar'’s

’

Tamous "Ven1,v1d1, viei™ sums up Rome's conoeption of herself
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she conquored ﬁhe,récés of the world, and when they had lernt
the leswons of citizenship which she taa ght, reluctantly admit=
ted them to a greator or less enjoygment of her llberﬁles”and
- privileges: but, 1n the conquoring, a subdued people was. the
property of the conquerors; their proper fate was deétruoﬁign;
slavery therefore, meant not a degradation, but rather a coms
mutation of the death sentence. This stands out in Strong
contrast to the Brlt@ns view in Victoria's age; that a vanquishe
race is to be treadted with as much humanity as the rights of
self preservation on the part of the vis%or will admit, We
see then that so long as there were races to be conquofed, fresh
supplies of slaves must follow as a consequence. "I have
conquored these; they have therefore fo¥feited %heiewfight to
exist”. That men outside the pale of the Romen Ffebric were
enﬁitiéd to any love or reséﬁég;k on the part of those of that
family, was a doctrine at that +ine oeyond man's comcegtlon,

The terrible effects, the moral suhere, of this
system 80 mttefly abuolred by us all, are oulte apparent in
the 1ight of our further morel develoyemeﬂt uhouch#gzyseemé
never to haVe been preoeivea of old, FirSt, it is impossible
for one* knowing that he exercises ébs0¢ute rlvnt over the
lives of perhaps hundreds of his fellow-creatures, to hold a
Proper estimate of the sacredness of s humsn life, Further,
the institution of the bhaneful system of concubinége, results
directly from the ancient doctrine of the right to enslave.
Again, the carrying out of bﬁrdensome or disagreeable taské
could be shouldered upon the slaves, and thus useful and nec-
essary‘laber be brought intO»disrepute. It is hard to say
Just in What Proportion the slaves and the freemen stood one
to the other, bgt. probably half the population were enslaved:
qccordln@ly’che_freewelass could be ministered to without
thelr necessarily putting forth any useful energies at all,
There is one bright. 31de to this exemption from material céras~

those aof the leisured class might use all their powers in the

direction of self-culture, and thus produce monuments of humen
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greafness.' But this ray of brightness quickly disappears
when we cénéider at what & tremendous sacrifice such results
were gainedi= blightaﬁopes, the despair of degradation, tor—
tures, death. But "we enjoy the blessing of Christianity,
which sccounts for our superiority in this regerd" some one
will instantly say. Fow, in comparing a neathen nation
with a Christian oﬂe, where the formar fails to contrast
favorably with the latter, it is the fashion merely {0 mention
the name "Christianity", and then to consider the problem s0l-
ved; very»often such réasoning,'if reasoning it can be called, -
is fellacious: this time, however, the gueés happens to pe
correct. One of the greatest lessons that our religidn hag

. et
to teach is doubtless, that our parmdded interests are to he
found not in the present, but in the future:  hence whatever -
is prejudicial to the evolution.of a single human soul, is to
e condenmed. In the ancient systems, on the contrary, the
present is ailmabsorﬁing: the future is not denied, but is
left to be regulated by the Fates who controlled even the Gods
themséives: the idea of seifLabnegaﬁion as a condition of
future onward developement, gains no popular hold,whether as
applicable to the individual or to the hation: the abolition
of sdavery wes not cohtemporaﬁeuus with the iﬁﬁboducﬁioh of
Christisnity. But we have today mastered to some extent, the
lesson, and éensequently vioclations of its precepts at any
rate iﬁ the most hideous form, have dksappeared.

But we are not y@ﬁ in a position tQ do nofhing buﬁllook
back upon the Augusten era with a shudder and calmly congratu-
late ourselves on what we have attained. Our own order of
society is such that we still see men Wﬁqbon the one hand, have
nokneéd of exerting themselves in any usaful direction, being
masters of the situation, owing the means of production of
weakth: while others must accept from their hands the privilege
of parfornﬁng what is necessary and useful to sustain‘th@‘
existence of the whole fabric. Struggles between owners and

workers abound and increase; neither this nor that particular

set of men are to shoulder the whole blame for this; but let
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us remember thaet the brilliant Empire cf'which;Augustus was
the first recognized ruler, contained within itéelf, I repeat,
Within‘iteslf, the beginnings of decay. o hasty oﬁerturning
of society, no striking down of supposéd enemies With.dagger
or polsen, will avail snything, but rather render confusion
worse confounded. But the fact that society, within our own
Bmpire also, is in an unbalanced state, demands the attention
of everykkirg thinking men. We have not yet reached that
stage where every member cf society can, if he will, develope
himself to the utmost. So long as the Roman populace was
pempered with games snd distributions of bresd, 21l was safe
for the time being; but when they bescame for ahy reason so
discontented as not to be readily appeased, they were the
magters of:Rome knowing unot how to hendle that power which they
suddenly found wiﬁhin their grasp. lien who have watched with
interest the feeding of hundreds Sf thousands of the poor of
our great cities on occas¥ions of nationsl festivity, have mfzk
often Femarked that were it not for the fact that the motley
crow&sféssemblea display tﬁéif é£éfgi§s}in goo&‘humcred though
boisterous fashion, there might be much to fear should thesé
be roused as & class, stung with a sense, whether mistaken or
not, of injustics. For the majority are cramped in their
activities by an économic conditions of thiags still highly
ertificial, and render conplex by modern commercisal developé-
inents where credit, speculation, and fabulous values play so
important a part. But as we Jook around us and perceive a
steaddly seveloping morality, popular edugaﬁioh, responsible
government, and above all, the high ideals set forth by our
Christien religion, with its cry of "Oﬁwéra ever Onward" we
cannot despair; but we see gradually unfolding before us, if we
only have eyes t0 see, & higher type of humen soclety, towards
the attainment»of“whiehuby both precept and example, s0 muchA
was effected by the lady who most truly could say "Exegi monu~
mentum aere perennius" and who bore no such proud,ﬂame as

"Augus tus", but the simple title "Victoria the Good",



