


ks to the arigin of the

g'esent universe thres diffﬁranﬁ
theories have had and still have their supporters:- '
' 1., That the werld as it now exists existed in this sam& rnrm
frem eternity.

2. That the matter but nst the farm has eternally existeé

3, That both the matter and form are the product of a
spiritual cause.

 There is little doubt as to which of these thear;as, kha writer

of the Genesis sccount accepted; he was confident in the balief
that all things were created by a spiritual being. :

thﬁught unfold@d in that paragraph, s0 the writer ef Genesi B
in commencing the key to all that follows. He wishes to teach man
that God is the originator- the first cause ol the multiplieity
found in the universe, and states the truth in the first verse of
the narrative, "In the beginning G%od created the heavens and the
earth? He was not only an architect who moulded and shaped
existent material according to his will - but more than this he
called the material into being, He possessed the idea and then by
willing gave this idea objective form by ecalling inte beling that
which would correspondito the idea- for such seems te be the
ordinary meaning of the Hebrew word translated "Created".

In order that we may rightly unfold the meaning ol any author
it is necessary that if possible the purpose of the writer should
be discovered and kept elearly in view, for if the primary purpose - -
is to teach religion, we must regard any matter brought from other = i
realms of knowledge merely as illustrations of the religious truth
or - if the primary purpose is to teaoh seientific truth we cannot
complain if the theology is bad. '

What then is the primary purpese ol our author? Is it to
teach religious truth, or to impart scientific knowledge? or is
the aim to teach both; one being used as a peans of enrorcing the
other? We may perhaps best discover this by carefully noting some
of the more evident characteristics of the narrative before us,

1. The acecount given us is very brief- and admits of great
expansion, The story of how the universe, so vast and varied came S
into existence is summed up in'a few short sentences. The purpose . =
evidently, is not to give a detailed or exhaustive aeccount of the
various stages and processes in creation, but rather te pregent in
synoptical Torm a view of the whole process by merely namahg,tha
different stages. The writer does not mystify by recounting a
large numbar of details, amongst which the mind could be easily lost
but instead he presents in a vivid pictures the whole series
of creative acts. The seientist deals with the almost endless
variety found in the natural world and strives to find a unity
amidst the variety, but the writer of the Genésis account on the ,
other hand starts with unity- starts with God- whom he shows fo be
- the originator of the various forms viewed in detail by the
seientist. The one thing of importance for the scientist is a2
view of the details in nature, the essential thing for the religioms
teacher 1s to keep in view the One in whom all the details converged-

As the various prismatiec colours may be traced back to the single

beam of white light, without which they could not exist, so the

various manifestations in the world may be traeed back to the single
source without Whom they would not exist. Martineau has truly

said: "Science discloses the method of the world but not 148 cause,
religion its cause, but not ita method”. The Bible ha ng given

the bare text as to the method, it leaves to the seclentist the .
task of writing the complete commentary on the text by interregatig
nature, Fach scientist brings his quota of knowledge and helps us = -
to understand the brief account given us, The geelﬁgist cﬁmas rran o
deciphering the story in the roeks and says: Sy
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"The beginning was not a few thousands of years ago, but millions
of centuries have passed since the beginning®, "Wery well- read it
80. Thie helps us to understand the words In the beginning®, or
again he says to us, "The different perieds represented here by
days- instead of being twenty four hours duration were in reality,
asons upon aeons"- "Very well ad 1t so, this helps us to decide
whether the word day is used figuratively or literally”. The
evolutionist who has discovered an inseparable gonnection between .
the various forms of life in the universe- says to us: = "The
infinite variety of life mow seen in the world did not come inte
being as separate creations~ but all are ramifications from the one
minute and original cell? "Let it be so", Whether one cell were
Tirst created and then all developed from this eell, er whether all
cells were ereated at once does not materially affect the narrative
It only explains it, There is here a progress 1t is left to science
to show the connection between the various parts of the progressive
series®, The astronomer tells us, "The sun is not a subordinate
attendant of the earth as one might infer from reading the Biblical
account, but on the ether hand the earth revolves obediently ,
- @round the sun? Again, "Let it be so® The wx anthor is writing
Tor those, to whom the correct relatienship between the earth and _
the sun is unknown, and must write to be understood. He makes no
definite statements as to their relationship- and deals with them
not as a God who views the solar system from a distance but Trom
the standpoint of a man, "viewing all from the earths surface! .

2. As has been mentioned, the account 18 not so much scientific

a8 popular, It was written to be understood by even the most
illiterate, and hence was suited to the childhood of our race.
All the terms that are used are the simplest possible and may Some-
times be lacking in scientific accuracy. Por instance, it may not
‘be selentifiecally correct to say that "the earth was without form
and veid" because strictly speaking it was not the earth whieh was
"formless and void" but whaty through many jransformations, after-
wards becawse the earth, however, to use scientifie terms (if they
could be found in the Hebrew language) to desiginate this nebulous
- state, as for example "the surging chaos" on “the uncompounded
homogeneous gaseous condition" -to use such terms, would instead of
making the subject more clear, inevitably cloud and confuse. The
account is free from all technieal or scientific terms and is
evidently fer the one who:with;@ymned—@yad'wanéﬁr’laaks on the
world of phengmena and asks for an explanation, In mugh the same
way, ‘the loverg of flowsrs is content to view his specimend, in its
entirety, not pulling leaf frem leaf and petal from petal to get &
scientifis account of its anatomy, so the writer of the Biblieal
account is content to take the universe &g,iﬁﬁ presents itself to
his eye, and make known its origin to his readers. The terms may
net all be rigidly exact or secientifieally correct, but they are
the best suited to the purpose of the author, they are the best
possible iT he follows the methods of all worthy teachers and moves
slowly from the knewn to the unknown. S

8. The author has given particular attention to the form of
kis narrative. Evidently we have before us a poetlical compesition
whieh comparesvery favorably with the Poetry of the Pgalms or the
Book of Job. Hany of the distinctive features of Hebrew poetry
are found to belong to this Tirst chapter, One striking character
istic whieh indeed may be said to belong to all true poetry,
namely an appeal to the imagination, is evidently & characteristice
of this account. There are num&roas.&x@r&a&iens;mgivan a8 they am
by a christian writer, that ¢can be accounted for, only on the -
.. Bupposition that they are not intended to be litersally inte reted ,
“ but are a pictorial representation to the imagimation of spiritual
truths. Por instance God who is a spirit is represented inthgg-
nature and acts in a manner wholl z

y anthropomorphic. At one le is
deseribed as "seeing" and so bossessing organs of vision as a man,
‘ or again, as "walking"- and 80 possessing f@et- or speaking and so
. . possessing the organs of speach, all of which expressions if




literally interpreted would a@pear to be wholly inconsistent with
Christ's representation of God as a spirit and as a spirit only.

Besides appealing to the imaginaﬁien the refrain whieh ig s0
common in later Hebrew poetry is alse found here. In Psalm 107
there constantly recurs the words, "Oh that men would praise the
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to thé children
of men" and it finds its counterpart in the econs$ant recurrence of
the sentences "The evening and the merﬁing was" or"God 'saw that it
was good? :

The parzllelism that adds ‘BO much to the force and heauty @f _
the proverbs and some of the Psalms, appears here aleo in striking
correspondenee between the things ereated on the first and fourth
day, onhthe seecond and fifth day, and on the third and - aixkh day.
On the first day there is e¢reated the ligh%, on the fourth, the
luminaries, generally regarded,av the source of light. Gn”thg
second day God made the firmament and divided the waters, on the
fifth were created birds to fly, "in the open firmament of heaven®
and marine animals to inhabit the waters. On the third day the
dry land appeared and the herbage for animal feod, on the sixth
were ereated, "living ereaﬁures, cattle and creeping things" to
move on that dry land and to subsist on those herbs.,

The thought and style, of the narrative are simpile, and vet
there is a sublimity about the conceptions and the manner of
expressing, that 1ifts them higb above the common place and indeed, -
in many respects makes them worthy of a Dante or a Milton, With a
stroke of the pen the writer pictures for us God the omnipetent .
One, giving forth his mighty fiat- "Let there be light" or "Let the
earth bring forth grass®"- and when the Piat has gone forth he
pictures in the simplest language the rush of an immeasurable
universe into being- a universe which, with its multitudinous SRR
variety and resplendent besuty "declares the glory" of its Creator.
Ard when each stage in creation is ecompleted there is evoked from
the Creator, the complacent appraval of the work, "God saw that it
was good”. Sueh expressions have a gram&eur that is only equalled
by their vividness and simplicity. ~As the single stream of light
from the searehlight sweeps alomg the horizon, it gives us a passimg
glimpse that enables us to picture to the imsginmatiom the scenes
before us, and so the author here gives us a passimg glimpse and
_leaves us to complete the pleture of those wonderful events- at the
time were "laid the foundatioms of the earth®, He 1ike the best
of authers, Ssuggests rather than minutely deséribes, and hence the
impressions we will retain from reading the aecount will depend
‘largely om the acuteness of our faculties and the amount of
knowledge brought te supplement the brief aeccount. In other warda
%o appreciate the p@@ti@&l grand@ur of this account, we must have
something of the p@@ts depth of insight and imagination. :

We have endeaveured te shew that the aecount here , uﬁlike a8
text beok en Scienece dees not deal with detalls, but is . -#ingularly
brief- that unlike a seientifie treatise it was intended, as is

shown by the absenee of teehnieal terms, Ter pepular reading, that
unlike i scientifie account- whish is usually expressed in the o
cemmonest prese,~ this has many marks of peoetie dietien. ‘Are we net
then, justified in ceneluding; that the primary purpese, at least, '
is net seientifie but religieus; that it is given net te impart a
full knewledge of the natural werld, but rather te impart a
knewledge of 1ts auther, the natural werld, being used enly as a
step en whieh %e raise the readers te the Creater!? The aeceunt,
has,apparan%ly been arranged in the form of a great epie peem, that
this may be & mnemoniec aid in rem&mb@ring the truths s0 essential
- in every theokogieal system,

There is indeed a degree of harmeny between the aecount and
the findings of modern seience that would preelude the thﬂery that
it is a mere fietion framed by some philosophie mind, bu fore

drawing attention to a few agreements between scienee and the
Biblical aecount whieh seem wheolly inexplieable without a
" supernatural revelation, let us notiee a few of the raligzaus
truths whieh the aecount is aviﬁ@nkly intended to teach,

03’/ «[&‘/ “these s /,(/ia/w/be/w/“f - -
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It 1» undeniable that it ¢opens up to us a elearer view of God's
nature and attributes. 1% teaehes something of the dignity and
greatness of man and his ralatzenship to Ged. And finally it gives
us a foreible lesson on the neeassity of a Sabbath as a dayof rest,

As has been already stated the deseription of God is seueh@d
in anthropomorphie language, and if this langnage were literally
interpreted 1t would be neeessary to regard His nature as a
eompound of spirit and matter like the Inearnate Sen of God, but it
is evident from the ascountthatl ‘God is separate from and superior -
to all things material. He is the author and ereater of all
things- as the Logos was afterwards sent Torth that man might be
reereated- so mow B3od speaks the word and all things rush inte
being. If man who fashions the material and produees a maehine
is superier to his work, how mueh superior is God, who not only
fashions the material, but braﬁgs that material into existence.

The universe is but an expression in visible form of his reason,
affedtion and will, vhieh attributes im part, at least, make up oaé
ides ef‘pura spirit- and hence the aecount teaehes as did Christ
that "God is a spirit amd they that worship him, must worship him

" im spirit and 1im truth®, God who is & spirit, demands the exereise

of those powers in mar that are likest %o him - mans reason,
affeetiorn and will, Wecemight legitmately infer from the fact that
God 1s a spirit that he is intelligent, but thXough deduecible from
this faet there are besides many preofs of intelligemee im the
narrative. In Taet there are elearly manifested all the essential
elements of personality.,

. Thers are many evidenees of the exer@isa of the fasul%y of
reasen, as for imstamee whem He looks forward and plans for the
companionship of mam, or whem any work has beem completed, there
is expressed an estimate of it as "good" or as satisTaetery %o
reason., Self-determination, that power whieh 1ifts mam above
everything ereated, seems to be im mas buil b it is inm the Ome in
whose image he 1s ereated, For example the ersator looks Torward
and plans for the ereatiom of mam, "Let us make mar in OUT OWR
image", and them by the power of sSelf determimation he wills the
plam, sompleted, and his will is exeeuted, Although perhaps it magy
mnot be correet to separate willimg and doimg im Geod, for inm Him
"to will and to do® are ome ard the same thiag) Eimece this
gseparation is present in all mams aetivity, we’cam only understand
the proeess when sueh separatien is present, in the ease of God.
Again the €@reater is represented as speaking. This aet may not be
essentlial to an intelligent being, yet it becomes a sure proofl of
jntelligenee, for eonly the intelligent ean so speak that the
combination of words shall eonvey meaning to a ratienal being.
Sinee then there is speaking it is elear alse that God was intended
to be regarded not in the pantheistie ®mense of an impersenal foree
pervading all things, but thereé is in Him other elements essential
to persenality- unity and personal identity. He is one and
separate Trem the works of his hands,; and able to eommune as persan
with persen~- noet enly as indwelling presenece- but as a pers@n&l
being.

Again God is rapresentad in the Genesis seeeunt as being the .
ereator of all things and the supreme rulzbr in the universe. There
is left ne reem for any minar*deiﬁy whieh ¢ould work in ¢onjunetien
2o his will, He whoe ereated the day and night, the light and the
&arkness, becomes responsible Tor all things, the goed and evil
alike, It may be diffieult for the finite mind te reeeneile evil
and suffering with the benefieense of Ged, bht sinee He is the ene
whe 1is ever all and whe was befere all, axdchbem is ferever
exeluded the Manichaean doetrine of adverse elements in the universe
in opposition to one another or the pnlyth&isti@ eoneaption of a
plurality of Gods, @ladstons has well said "The narrative in this
great ehapter was nothing less than & eharter of monotheism®,

The eats or the erpeodiles might do to satisfy the perverted
imaginations and religious feelings of the ngytians, Bk Yor ke
but for ths few who received the Genesis aeeount of ereation, there
wag ho room Tor other Gods,

‘ It is true that in this Iirsmz@hayter the name far God (Elohim
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is written in the plural but this apparently is no indieation of a
polytheistie tendeney amongst the peoplse who first reeeived the
aecount, but this may only have been a term bdriy borrowed Trom the
polytheistie nations surrounding the Israelites, As we have
borrowed the Anglc Saxon names of their heathen Gods as names for
the days of the week, It has been suggested that the term Elohim
is given beeause it was better suited to express the idea Trinity,
Bed-though this term no doubt made it easier for the eonverted Jew
to believe In the Trinity, it eould not have had that meaning here
as it would elearly be an antieipation of the New Testament teaehirg
en this subjeet, Nor is it permissdéble to aeccept the suggestion
that the term is used as expressive of majesty or rovalty as this
18 an wholly medern use of the plural and was unknown to the aneiernt
nations, There is more reason for aeceepting the explanation that
the word used in the plural meant infinitaly or immensity, as &n the

Hebrew the plural of the word water is used to designate the great o

oeean, but there is little doubt but that the true explanatlon is
‘the one that has been given. The term was borrowed from the
Babylonian aecount or other heathen souree, and to the Jew meant
that God who was and is, and shall be, is the souree of all shings
existentand so there was left no rosm for the question. "Who
made this"? or "Who was the COreator of that"? God was one and
the only one God was the arechiteet and ereator of all. He was the
one supreme Being Trom whom all who worked derived their liberty
and thelr power, Wan, the image of the Creator is great , but no
Jew eouwld fall inte the Roman idolatry of worshiping any hero
however great. S :

There is still a vast space between mans most wonderful .
aeshievements, and an act of ereation, HWan may plan and speeulate
and talk, but he eannot ereate, and “when man would quaestion Gods .
right to sovereignity in the worldand to order all things aseording
to his omniseient wisdom the words whieh were spoken Y¥E t0 Jeb may

Justly eome home to him, "Where was't thou when I laid the f&undaﬁﬁ-‘ f

ons of the earth? Declare if thow hast understanding? o

Who determined the measures thereof if thou knowest?or who
stretehed the line upon it"? o v SR :

But though God is the one supreme sovereign over-ruling all,-
He 1s not the arbitrary tyrannieal despot, but he is revesled as
the beneficent father who has created all things to add to the )
comfort and enjoyment of man, Bhe erowning work of creation and
who has given man next to Himself supreme rule over the created
things of the world. "Over all is the dread soverelignity of
Ged, that sovereignity stoops to us in love, to save our life, %o
spread our table and dry cur tears, It eomes down, yet in the very
condescension of its majesty, it adds a new ray to its lustre”,. '
YPhe dark shadow which man would call Gods severeignity is after all
but the obverse side of His immeasurable love. \

The writer always keeps man in view, as f(od ig the first
cause of all so man is the fingl end of all. All creation has
been preparing for the advent of him who is the image of the
Creator. As to the creation of man we are told that his body is
Tormed from the dust of the ground, This is apparently only a
more vivid manner of expressing the truth that man body, like the
lower animals is formed by the zempwmiding compounding of the varica
. elementary substanees found in the world. As to the process of
mans creation whether God took the uncombined slements found in
the universe, and from them formed man or whether Fe took elements
which he had already formed into lower animals. — fhis problem we
may rightly leave to be settled by the scientist. The account
however, as to the moral and spiritual nature of man is clear and
definite. He whe is like the lower animals in having a body
compesed of the same elements, Is unlike them and is raised
infinitely above them,in that God has given to him alon eacharacter
that {s capable of almost infinlte development and a spiritual '
nature that enables him %o hold communion with that Creator. God
net only gives to man a body, but he breathes into that body o
something of his own 1life . There is added the new principle that
makes of man not only a living body, but what is more wonderful

%




a living soul. Man is more than the last act of creation, for
which all else was but preparatory, he is the heghest work, the
crowning act. Nature in its majesty and beauby has been deeclaring
th glory of God, as the artist is glorified by the production,
which speaks of his skill but its volce cahbnot be heard. Now there
comes into exlstence being who -can understand something of fthe
Creator's goodness and greatness, and can voluntarily sing His
prases, There may be a great advance from the ascidian, only
slightly removed Trom the vegetable world sxdothe complicated ;
organism of man, but there is greater advance from man physieal %o
man moral and spiritual. 1t is stated that this moral and spitit-
ual being was given dominion over the creatures and over -all the
earth. In what does this power of dominion consist? What is the
secret of his dominating influence? Is it something that is a
necessary accompaniment of the essential dignity of man, or is themw
s superadded power that mysteriously makes his will supreme in the

universe? By carefully analyzing our experience in ruling the
animaléor inaminate world we must come to the conclusien, that man
" was given supremacy when there was implanted in him an intellectual,
a moral and spititual nature, - He, unlike many natlonal sovereigns
rules because his powers left him above everything else in the
universe, Fig inherent wor akes him supreme. By his in-
telligence he is snabled to Tashion weapons and mould his environ-
ment so that the swiftest and strongest are outwitted and brought
into subjection to his will. - By the kindness and love springing
from his moral nature he subdueg more surely than by foree the
1iving creatures below him/ and even the animate creation is ready
to do his bidding, because he econquers by the irresistible influence
of the moral qualities displayed;by his industry, his patience,

and perseverance, ; - o

The mine brings to him its store of minerals, the forests thelr

wealth of timber, the streams their ceaseless energy because man is
ready to give in exchange,the wealth of that intellectual and meoral

nature, of which he possesses the world monopoly.

" Man rules because of what he is not by any transferrable

power which he possesses. Is this endowment of -a moral and spirit B

‘ual nature, the endowment that is referred to when it is said, man
is ereated in CGods image and likeness?  Much discussion has taken
place as the character of the similitude between the creatdve and
man; his image. Tnelatin and Greek fathers generally accepted the
view that the two words translated image and likeness, were in-
tended to have separate meanings. The first referred to mans
physical body being created, they sald, like God in Torm, and that
the latter term referred to mans intellectual, moral and spiritual
" nature, This view was rirst rejected by Augustine, and has been

" for obvious reasons rejected by most theoleogianssqlidnce, Bome
hold that the first of the terms has reference to mans intelligence
and the latter of thess to his moral and ppiritual nature,. . But
since as wise a theologian as Lange takes an exactly opposite view,
and would refer the Tirst term to mans moral and spiritual nature,
and the latter to his intelligence, it is evident that there is no
good ground Tor making any distinetion between the two terms, and
perhaps the attempt may be made because we are conscious ol BE
separate parts in our nature and not because the distinction is
obvious in the term themselves. - ' '

In the third chapter Adam is said to beget a son in his own
image and likeness- and hence it would seem to mean that in the
essential features the son was the image and likeness of the fathen
and so in the creation of man, in the essential and distinctive
‘features, man is like unto God.By his intelligenee he is . able to
~understand the plans of his createrg, to follew Him in his wondrous
" workings,and to co-operate wit Him in the fulfillment of His
purposes, Fe has a moral nature that is capable of having stamped
upon it the righteousness of the Creator. He has a spiritual _
nature, through which he may hold fellowship and communion with his
heavenly Father ané receive additional prool of his immertality, .

Besides the religious teaching concerning God and man, there i5 = -




also & lesson on Sabbath observance, for we have here the instit-
utien of the Sabbath as a day eof rest. When the different stages
of creatien marked by six days are completed, there is 8 cessation
of the Divine energy, or p@rhaps, it is more correct te say, there.
1s a transfermmce of the Divine energy, for there I1s not inactivity.
Since the day when the various material ferms were completed, the
Divine energy has been manifesting itself, in an uncaasing outflew
to man, that he might be lifted up through a lémpng process of -
eduecation. to the moral and spiritnal plain, for whieh bis g@a-
giv&n powers it him.
It is evident that the aecaunt here gives a fnrciblp confirm&ﬁ
ien af the fourth commandment, in bringing before us the exsmple
el the Creator in resting when the creative work has been cempleted,
The majerity of thinkers recognize hewever, that mans chief
ebligatien to the observance of one day in seven, as a day ol rest
gomes net se much Ffrom the Divine example given here, ner the
commands given elsewhere, though rightly they have great weight
with the religious world, but the ebligatien arese freom' the Tact
that all things are so created that they require rest. The
axample, and the cemmands, but enferce the underlying principle,
God*s commands are never arbitrary, but the cemmand ef s wise and
benefieent ruler whe may semetimes see fit te withheld the reasen %
Ter the cemmand, though it none the less exists,  After the
revolution in Prance, experience preved to the people of that
Country that the highest welfare of man demanded a day of rest,
Bven the unthinking inaminate machinery seems to require a time of
rest in which to regain its riormal state. Mechanics tell us, that:
in the axles and wheels of railroad cars that run ccntinuausly,
there takes place molecular changes that end in breaskage. It is
because of that nature which God has stamped on the world at the :
beginning, it is because of those mmmutable laws from which nothing .
can separate itself, that the example is given and the command goes
forth, "Thou shalt remember thé. Sabbath day to keep 1t holy", and
hence though the view is accepted that in this aecount the days of .
the week have been taken only as a suitable framework in which to £
rit the serles of creative acts, and do not in reality express time,
this dees not affect materlally the tesaching regarding the Sabbath,
Tor it is evident that though Ged's resting is not the basal reason
why man should rest, it is yet 1like the commands, 8 means of
revealing his will and teaching man what his nature requires,
. As we have said the primary =me=mumt purpose of this account is
- 0 teach religious truth and not te reveal prematurely and un-
necessarily the truths which "were gravem in the rock for ever" "
"with an iron pen and lead", TPor the deciphering of man, and what is
revealedds of scientifie truth is evidently tributary to the one
definite purpose, and yet no @n@ can deny that the writer intended
tesching some sciesnce. It i® clearly not a& the story of the
Good Samaritan, only a Tictitious illustratiom of religious truth,
but making due allowance for figurative lamgnaga 21l must be
- persuaded of the fact that the writer intemded his scientific ,
statements to be regarded as trus, and to convey scientifie .
knowledge, Let us notice a few of the more striking corresponaencas
between science and thesacounht, and I think we must coneede the
fact that though science in its infantile stage offered numerous
objections to mmixxmxdsxxxxxxxxxaf this stdry =o that a VYoltaire
could laugh at the ildea of light. being created before the sun
Jet as sclence makes progress it brings out more eampletely the
harmony between itself and a reagonabla 1nt@rpratatian of the
Biblieal narratives. : ‘ ,
As to the order of creation: It is evident that 1f the writer
was to represent clearly to the Jewish wmif@iv¥order inhthe ereative
aets the one most natural to re@resant the stages, is to take it
in the order of time, and yet there may be difficulties and even
inconsistencies in this manner of reyrssantation. The periods
selected must be short, not periods so indelinitely long that %he
mind cannot rightly comprehend the numbers, and 20 the writer has
selected days, and Yet from the fact that these days are Hgparated
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by almest equally long periods of night} the order appears to us
to be one that is broken in separate parts, while in reality there
is the one contlnuous and gradual process. Gladstone has likened
these days of the writer here to chapters in a book. The chapters
though following one another may vet relate what in fact tdok place
in part at least simultaneously, but yet the chapters are necessary
in order to prevent in systematic form a view of the whole subject.
They may sometimes overlap as far a8 time is concerned, but they are
necessary in order that the writer may follow separate and
different threads of his narrative or discussion, They ars
necessary to a right comprehension of the subject. 80 here these
days are but chapters to present mors clearly in séparste sections
what in reality is a continuous process. FPor instance in the first
verse 1t is stated that "in the beginning #od created the heaven ani
the earth! When this general statement summing up all that followe
is made, the writer immediately takes leave of the heavensfor the
time being, and recounts the story of the crsation of the earth
alone. Surely no reasonable person could argue from this that the
heavens were not in process of formation, because the author does
not mention them again until he has rsached the 14th verse of the
narrative, No more should one argue that hecause animals are
mentioned as belng created one day and plants another that therefore
the narrative is false, In general it is true that the vegetables
JAppeared before the animals, and hence the writer is quite
Justified 1n mentioning them as being crested on different days,
though this may not he faultlessly accurate since there appears &n
the oldest strata containing vagetable life, the early forms also
of snimal 1ife, (the crustaceans and corals), and at the samé time
as the wealth of carboniferous flora made its appearance, there al®
1ived various kinds of fish and even one vertebrate animal (the
Labyrinthodon) The creation of light before the appearance of
the luminaries was for a time regarded as a gure proof of the
fietitiousness of this account, but it has now become one of the
strongest eorroborating evidenees of its truth. Most scientists
now teach, that before the sun, moon and stars became visible to
our earth, that there was a period of diffused light, a light which
was dependent not on the sun, but other influences. Light has now
been proven to be in some instances wholly independent of the sun,
and exist where the sun has never shone, light being but the
vibration of the ether particles, produced by any influence .that
will cause this ether to vibrate sufficeciently rapid. Before then
. the sun and the larger planets were established in their present
- relative positien teo our glebe, or th%w;ead@n coloured mass of
clouds saturated with solid particles.which had arisen from earths
surface, had so opened as to allow the light of the sun to penet-
rate to the surface of our globe,- there existed these influences
that caused the vibration of the ether and, "there was light? And
we are told by scientists that this light was not continuous as
might be expected, but being praduced as is supposed by the
neutralization of different currents mprxmiugsd of electricitv as is
the Aurcra Borealis, "this light must have had its hours of dawn,
of midday splendour, of decline#d and of complete cessation? Since
this is so there is additional reason why the writer should divide
this mnemonic poem into periods of days, for there is a striking
resemblance in some of the perioeds, at least between the physical
facts and his manner of piecturing them,.

A difficulty seems to arise, when it is stated (verse g), that.
the dry land appeared and that vegetatlon flourished, even before
the sun was visible, but it is now proven beyond a doubt that the
land was lifted up gradually from the hitherto boundless ocean, and
on this land there sprang up a wealth of vegetation that has since
been unknown, The monument of this vegetable life produceé in
the diffused light and more than tropical heat is found in the coal
beds of to-day. This plant life seems8 to have afterwards entirely
disappeared, the molten mass within the earths crust hav;ng again :
gained supremacy and broken out upen the: surface




CT Gensis makes the appearance of the sun, moon and stars to take
place when this carboniferous flora has disappeared- and this again
has been substantiated by sclenee, M. Karl Muller the noted
scientist has shown that immediately after the disappearance of
this first vegetable life- there took place a transformation, es-
pecially in color- that can be aceounted for only by the actien of
the suns rays. v - ' '

According to fGenesis the next development of life in the earth
follows on the fifth day, when im produced vast swarms of animal
life in the water and air, This 18 again confirmed by science,
the triassie jurassie'cametaceous pericds- which followed the -
carboniferous Era showing remains of these fishes and birds.  But
what is most stramge is that the writer should have known that there
preceded the terrestrial animal 1ife - and that birds were produced .
in the same age as were the fishes- Again as mentioned here science .
agrees that the ereation of land animals snd man took place in the -
game period; that is the remains are found Iin the last formed strata
and that when man had appeared on the earth there was s cessation
of' the creative energy- in the day of rest- whiech still continues-
there having been ecreated since that time no wmore new species,

As to.the process by which this great varieby of 1life comes
into being.- Does the Biblical account agree with the scientifie
teaching There 1is room for volumes to be written on this subject-
but we can only briefly mention that although at Tirst reading the
account would lead us to believe in the permanence of species, and
not in the evelutionary theory acceptad by the majmr%ﬁ@ of seientisk .
of to-day, it does not necessarily conflict with the agasunt- the
manner of process iz not defini gly stated, the results only are
given, It is éPweain however, been man i»égﬁméﬁgmﬁgﬁ%@;wa would
naturally regard them as entirely separate and permanent gpecies-
but at present the results of secience, unless we take unproven o

. . theories, likewise stands on the same ground in this respect, bedng St

u“14 unable teo furnish the completed chain of links- from the ascidian to -
man, : : » SRR '

© Even when the evolutionary theory is accepted- dnless there is

brought in at the same time Pantheism or materialism- there is no

- reason why there should be excluded the idea of intelligence, as

Creator- for even if man developed from the lower animals, God the
only living being, was the source of the life and Pis intelligence
was the guiding principlein the process of development. Evolution
does not do away with the necessity of g spiritual first cause, it
but lengthens the periods through which that cause acts- Tnstead
of six literal days, through millions of centuries there 1s the ,
output of Divine energy, that will result in changing the feeble £
unconsecious cell- to man- perfect in his moral and spiritual nature- L

o Will result- because mans moral and spiritual nature is still,enly

. In tThe process of development, Surely this is a more attractive

" mere natural and more correct conception- of tke Cod's woerking, thm

the old time idea, and it is only this whieh évolution demands, that

we adop¥ and hence there iz not necessarily then, any antagénism

between science and the scripture as to the process, - Although we

have made only a very few comparxisons between the Biblieal

Cosmogony and that of scisnce -these are sufficient to show that

there exists a wonderful harmeny between the two, a harmony, that

cannot be explained by chanece~ TFo say that the account is tradition
derived from the ancient people, is no explanation for it, but

remeve the difficulty one step further back.- - To say it is the

result of observation and philosephy en the part of some execepti-

~enal genius,bwings it down to a rational basis but seems to

present an almost insoluble difficulty. = How could anyene at that

early age possess a depth of insight and knowledge- which would

enable him to know that light was antecedent %o the sun, or that it

was at an advanced peried that the heavenly bodies performed their
functlons, or that saa animals were créated before land animals, or
that thers was vegetation before the sun appsared. Thess and many
ether ce-incidences between the Bibliecal account and medern science
seem inexplicable witheut s supernatural revelation,- and we ®weem
‘Justified in concludin then, that the primary purpese ef this ,
account” is religieus gut there is tributary te this a revelation
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of secience- in so far only as this is necessary to the teaching and
enforcing of this religious truth.

, As to the manner of this revelation, men can only speculate-
but there has been suggested by Godet,what seems a feasible
explanation and what seems to be wholly in accordance with the
Biblical teaching. When God wished to reveal to Daniel the four
phases through whieh the history of mankind was to pass before the '
coming of the Messiah, he made to pass hefore the mind of Daniel &
pictorial representation of these pbases in the form of different
animals. The first of these was the most powarful of the bpasts
of prey~ the lion, the second was a huge bear, the third the
stealthy leopard- and the fourth,animal, whieh\was unlike any S
known animal on the earth, These represented the distingulishing =
characteristies of the four great nations, which would arise SRR
successively and hold undisputed sway over the earth. These were
the Assayvrians, the Babylonians, the Medes and Persians, gand lastly
the Greeks and Romans, In much in the same way Godet suggests
there may have been made to pass before the writer of these Tirst
chapters of Genesis, six pictures which synoplzed the work of
ereation. The frame work for each of these pictures we might say,
was a day. Tt did not convey the idea of any delfinite period ,
but was only the chosen way of setting forth in convenlent form
a pleture of the various stages in the process, Hance if we take
this view, it does away with the much debated question, as to the
gsignifieance of the word day.- , o

There are still many difficulties in harmonizing the Bible

and Seience- bdut the recent developments have not increased the
difficulties when the acccuntf?easonably interpresed, but have :
diminished some at least of these- and we may still helieve in the
truth of the words that "Revelation and Science are two rays whieh . . =
proceed from different sources, the one from heaven, the other
from earth but which in combinsition produce perfeet lightl -




