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ShE DevdloBnent of tþe lôea to l'8e0.

gbq,qlusBtlo4 whethef tbe Eudlgop Báy,Ba!1waY should or shoultl

not be eonpLet,eô ls one whfoh has now offloialtrY peggeô frsn get+

trve apgU.Ðent [a-te bístory. For WpaI or for woe tho $anatllan

gevesì Bqnt te eqmnitteð to its eornpLotlon andl nost of tþe aet'ua].

s,ôaetruotlpa has bean iN.ono. -he qlteståep otl-lisf.eôom 9f guoh a oourse

as yet ltres gn tbe knse,s gf tbe god.s, entL a few years nuEt elapso

bofgre Juilgaent oari be passodt ln rogarð to the velue or futillty of,

thE htetorl¡ Of tbe d.ere.Lopnoat of the lôea of the rsute ls al-
most as oLdL ae the hlstory of TÍestern 0anaôa antL is lnertrtoably

. rj

fo¡lnô up wlth tbo growlng eonsolsusness to the 0arleðlan peoBLe of

tbe value of western lands.

ßhe guüeonfe Bapr Conpany fren tbe flrst reeognlzeô the lmport-

aneo o,f the route ls reaeþlng thelr frrr prsserves, antt by praetfeal

er¡lerleaoe Eeem to have founrt it an eooaomleal otleo lts valu€ dur-

[4g this phase sf i,ts blsto¡5r howover ls sonoreha.t e9þplioeted. by
'*th,a{p qaeil, of a routo frqq ffon Montreal and !þE lfrfl¡ronee sf ,.tUe

anü this noedl of a sertainty of naklng port wlthoutflsflWpsters, ancl this nogriL

e.Bgagtpg ln hostlllttos gaye an eR aneeð value to tþe ror¡.te. fhe

Êa¡ne ceupS-loatloa rof corrrse holðs gooô as to .wW the flQgrWes-ters

ppef,orreê tberoq,te n'gr,u nqslly t¡a?eçseû by thq Sranq-ggniinental

rallways. llholr trarlers anå trapp€rs eou].ö not wlth safety have

gone the other fiay lf tbey hacl. wi,sheû. Whether they wlshoû to ôo

gg or aot 1s qne of tbe queetlons uÏron. wblob hlstqry ls more or

1ees silort.
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Eq$gon! s Þa¡t' g.O,Fpsny rças Etronsly .reprlmaniled for havlng wrf tto4

a rqport f¿,vorabLe to the settlenent of the coqgtfy, ln whleh hc

&adle ngntlen of the tol,dl rsqalth along tho agrloultural, timber,

,mlaeral anil other lfnes of natural resouïg€sr E-Q, weË orrleredl qlther

to retragt the statements ho baô se pedter of, to reelgn. Eens-e the

tyTe of testiuony he gave before the House of Coumono 185?:ì

Sot on'Iy sinse L6?O harl the Eudgenle Bey Gsnpeny foqn{l tbe

$-u,ilqgn Ê.!'ralts a foaef.þle entranoe to thslr fur preserves but the

$el,kirk EottleFs rnaito fá tnetr BeanË of tngress, a¡ld tnerefsre €s=

tao*ltsheð tha route as ono praotical for lrqn!,gpatioa, unfraugbt wlth
söltfoug ôangetr. From 181L to L81,6, four pattleg oane by thle rouËo

tq tbe lert Doqglas sottLonent anð neithe¡ Loss of Ilfe nor uud.ue

bamËenrp ceens tp have Þoea Ln,eurrecl frsn eftber the åtrelts or the

3ay.

II¡t to 1820 tbere were the two rooogai.zeô routes to tbe settlement,
this one by way of the Hud.son Ba¡r, Eayes rl.ver ani!. trake Winnltrng anil

seooaclS.y, the Kamlnistiqula routo by way sf the Ottawa anð Frencþ

rlvere, Georgiaa Bay to Fort Tfllllan anð thoneo, lf lt was a fqr
brlgad.e, to Fo.rt al.exaeêer" p,urlng taese yea.rs uolther of theso

routei¡ reero eatireJ.y satlsfaetory to the settlere of the Betl, glver
vaIley. Ehe routo to EastenF, Canaila was of oowse ln tHreat ûoflance
Ef all geograpbioaL features and haü been naele pogsiÞIe only by the

anergSr of the sgrt;fostofs. gnly hrg4 prlqsd aftf.oreg q40h as' fllps
a

ao,ulil bo oarrlecl Brofitably thls Ea]rr gbe Euðson Bay route w¿s also
far from gatisfaotory. In the first placo tbere was a teclious arË

often cltfflcult rf"vor Journey from l¡ake 1Íluatpeg to ïork Faatory anð

sqeoleüly onl5ir artfeles wlleh might àot be u.se(t la,any way'that wor¡lü

6.
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eonfllst wlth theln *"nufþV¡EortJ.rL be c¡arrle,it by the ooqpaay!s bogtqr
.-.

trÊ.,.'. Sbus Êave tþe €E¡npany refusJrg to bring out sgme Bfltlsh Eanq-

feot-ures ts Janes Slnolalr for thts roason. StlI} motr"e ilrastie use

was tsa,dle of tbls power wbe,n ln L844, tboy refr¡.eoô to otrrry a oo4sfgn-

nsat ef taLl,sw tø $a,gLa4{[ €or the sqqo p€rson beoause he wae suspeet-

eû of, traffleklng 1n fufe. EowÊver ln sptte of tbese elraw,baoks frem

1891, n¡ûô the r¡nlon of tho EuÈs,onr s B+v ggnna4y anè tbe sgrth lfqsf

6,qnpagy, the ovofLantil roqto to ldontreal was u'oro or less ôlsoarcleô,

partly beeaugo lt f,alLetl ln eonl¡Etltien wlth the Eurlpon Ba¡r rou-bo,

peetl,y traôlt1on oa tbe part of the Ea{eoal e Qay gonpany and. laligely
bqear¡.se tbe asrthera route kept the trarlg away f,rom the eyes sf east-
erg meroh¡ltrtÉ a¡siL eatang].lqg cgBpotltiorr.4 I! is intereçtlng to note

fh4t'after all a route to llviefpooJ. by wey of Sort Selson ls br¡.t a

fçivareal, te type. Sbls route fe but fol,Iovrlng tf¡q LLnes o,f least
resfBta'Iloe whloh the tnanEeontineatel FoBtee went la sheer clefle¡noe

of.

Sfen aboat 1,S46, there begdn to be d falr voLqne of trailo oerrlsô
otl o-veF a new route¡ Sh{s was eouth tg. fltrPa.qL aadt A¡ngrican routeg.
By 1856 flvs hunôreû wagons oanrylng talLow antl other artieles of
eommEree lsft Fqrt cqrr_ìr fQr $tiSautr. So tqportq¡rt ðid thts tbrrd
roilto bEoome that by 186g we Ïrsve the EBaleonre Bay Oompany eoatraot-
flle Ëo qarry úhelr supplles to the Beil 8lver poste through the U¡ited: ,.

¡iStates." In 1859 we fintL tbe flrst steamer on the Beil River, tbe
r$4son $qrthul¡E and. in täE sque year a regular stage route was estab-
Llsheù ts thE so,&th.

-.-rill
)

Sþere

_ 186? _ gage ãg?t

. Page 10.



Râaehlug Epel,anõ Þ,y tbe Egûsgn FåV,troute on s eoryorelallf prqflt-
aþlE basts swaitedt the. aðvent of tbe ôevgl,gpænt of the rallwagr,

tbe praettoal loaans of raplil, bulk transportatlon overLanil.

f,þe ftret rafl¡vsy ln sqqa,tta - the Ohanplaln anû $t¡ I¡awfenee

Be,{1way - ilftl not begln to operate wXtb steam lgoonottyaq qn,tll 18g?,

altbough honso ôrawn cers wer-e in uEe tbe yoar before. Âlthough ralL-
wq,y er-{¡qnsia4 wqs fetrr-l.y raplô - bI,, 1867 tþere were å16A-9 n1Les sf
Íails¿¡¡ fn 0auqÊa * lt Wes aot, ,q¡tü the oogpletipn of the ÇeEqÄ.leß,

B*-eltfe Sallsay ln 1885 that reaL ral]-va¡r erpanslgn bega¡r in the

EoBl,níeac ,8be ftrret ralLway sq'gvtree for üa.Ritobc, was ñecrlrgð fii
I8?'?.'_ wh€n å, llaE frora st. Bonj.f*eo Joinq,ð tbe fltr BatrL anå paqlfie

at Bnergon.

X$-üerast bowEver was keen fc an alternatl,ve roete to that gne,

vto St, PauL anð tÞe poeetbfLfties of one by way of tþe Eudtsga Bay

began ts stliæ the lnsgtnatioss of the $9,qitoTattÊç In l.g?g, the..

F{ee BrecE? qugtes a lgqg Letter rr.rLttea by the SewfouaèlaaGt oofros-
pond.erat of the Toronto Globe, Ehe whol.e tene of the letter iE favor-
abLe ts the posslbllltles of navLgatlon ln the Eurlson Stratts, ïfhile
t'ho, aûva¡rtaggq of, tÞe a€w route - aearqesE to g4glanrit qq& a roadt for
lnqtgration, rather than by sew ïork are strorgly stressed.. Agaln la
18?918 lnterest ls reviveil by the return of Ðr. Bobert BeaL of the
Oeologlael Departmæt, Ottawa, from a proS.ongerl stey ln tbe reglon of
tbe Selsen a¡qd Sherçhl1l ¡tfvors.

-l---''ì
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Beslil.es the fasoination of an aÏL western rsute.for tbo ttrans'

Fgrtatioa of weote¡r, goodl.e to ths :s,eai anö tbe reason of getting ôwsV

fson the aær'trcan goutq anô all tbe ritanggrc of an Flt tlror€þ a

ferelgrx oountfy tbere rr.as q4ot&er ¡B9tlvo for the Sqd.Eon Ba.¡r roail.

It vro,çfA beve bags thought that tho Eteaûy pns,hlng on sf the g1B.qR.

roulit bave satiEfXeô ûl1ly tba, peepl'e of the weq!. $he greatoet

netlve of, al.l hqwevor fer tbe ngrtåesn route oa,E€ freu thls ve-ry
'

Eoq,foe. åg an lncluoemeat tg the 0q3"qBr thEre haô bee¡ l4e.erteû 1n

thei,n oharter the fp,uqeqs tnon"o,$ olagse.t. $ble ,ctateel that for a

pqpln(I of treaJ'y $eans ßfem tbe ð¿te of tbe enqctnegt sf, tbe shartqr

there sboulü.be no eharter lssueil to any railrnay nrnnlng north-east

or gontb,-E€st withln flfteen nllEs of the boeniLary lf.ne. Ehe purpose

of oorl-Fgg wes to prevosË Åpe,fleqn llneE .ffqn tapptne the resor+roes

sf, the weet anrl the¡reby lnpeirlng tbe earning oapaeity of the

OåËeé,XÊa Pg@[fte. llhe poople of Sqqnto-ba, ho¡reves, sav ln thlç two

dlange¡s - first - the lavasion of, what tbey oonglilereô thelr legls-
latlve ¡lgkts fn ¡lot beirg able to grant rallway oharters ag ths

4o,eesef.t¡r atose, anril seson&LVr tbe f,astening of, a ao¡nrne.¡lola]. ôfE-

ailvantago rrpon them ln tbe fsrm of exeesslve rat6s. Ehe follorÊng
passage wfll suff,ieo to intlioate the attitucle of tbe westerrs people.

Geme¡tiag upon tbe O.FqRr pqF,qbqse of tþe Dnl,utb, Seutb Shore and.

åtlaatle Raflwey, tåe sï.8". Srsss tated.¡I
ËEut while the Eonlaion asntlrureÈ to lavrsb uru.ions wrruss from
an overt+Tqq peopre upon thts pa,mpererl oõrporãiiõnl-tnãiGrlt'
bave no illffl_"oltv la buylng up wbatg¡gr, rãatts thei 

= "qärrã tollelt:p tbe ebaiaä ot noäopÏv ãpõã-lr"aitouãl--rnr"- r" fne-e"re
lggtllt'tefirçes to brrri.a.a- rãË n4eðr*i¿f trene&-Itããe 

-tõ iãi.r"t
l*: P:flle tsho worg lnðueedt to 

""tti"-1,"-taãGãirrE öierrtar by
the lvlpg representatio4e.nacto theu by 0.p.R. naaagers. rt 1;lu¡rossLb* 

_ 
tg_"lclorstand the fatul t¡r tniói_ îåeprrãE 

-cä"ai"o;'
to eontlaue La power a gováuanãnt-úiroËã-ããrãîiñ *pp"*tu to be
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, 
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tþe er¡lchtBg of, thls,forol.gn sofporatlonF.

$typ neagg qf pogba.tlae tþe allegedt go-nQply were attæptedl by tbs
:

üenltoba govemnent, one was the tssulgg ef rallway ehartere to

rai.lweys; nrnetag south andl tho Þeuaûagy Llne ùesplto the d.lee,llowanss

of D.oni.nlË¡r leglslatlon aad.. the saosntl. Beans wae thE Eudlæn Bag..BEtl-

W&f r

S4,gt t-be þelT.ülgg of tbe gç3tß'. sqe the ¡oeet petent of tþe GoB-

trlÞuËlry notlveE for a nortbera f-oute ls evldlenserl by the faet, tbet
c-hen tho IlEEtnion gevernnGrat ,aþpsgatea t'bq nonopoly Elause tn 1888,

lgter.est ln the Eu&Eon Say $eflwaf bogan to-waae, bolh oa tho pe6,t

gf tbe people- Ln Ìüanl.teba aait aleo tbel,s r,qpreqentatlyEs, the êf.qsa'

wa¡r government.

Of the Bany oharters lssueð by both the Doniaion anô Provineial
goverFmeate for eonpanles w1sh14g to reaEþ the ËUðse,n Eayr the two

flrst, ln tlne a,ntl 1n lnportanoe, were glven 1n L880.
10

On May ?, L8e0, a ebartêr rre.$ gf.ven by tbe Ðpnlales govemment

to a goûtpg4¡rr thç Ne-lsqq Ve$ey,Rallway a,nil Erønspertatton 0.onpqny,

tg eqngtnret a roaril between a poipt on the ns-rth ghsre of trakg Wl,na-

ipeg anê the ¡¡eqth of, the 0heroh111 rtver, Sbey were glvear power algs

to oonstru.ot anô uEe steaüshlps.
1L9a the Bgrse dlato a seoond. b1"11 w¿s ¿seeateô ton -- to eonstr.q.et

a Låne fron the elty of Ei.n4lpeg ts Port geS.sonr' eitÞer ie a stralght
Ilne or to use the n¿ytgable waters 3.eadlng to the Port. Íhis ooupeny

:

1o¿g Yiotort' - 0.5?.tI+g rtotorla - G.89.



wes 1øo@ ae the {tenlp@e ana E,Bêeegtn ÞêV Rellçtey aad staanshi.p

$onpeny, anril we ftnd. a,nongst tbe pronóters - Eugh Su.therlantl,

ffr. 'Eqy¡r.ornen aü-¡d {a 0¡ $ph¡rì]-tz. It is outrique nou to note that

oonstruotlon was to bogin wlthln two yeare and. be eompleted. witb-
1n elx y6ars. these two rlval aompanles TÍetre nelther ablo to

flnarroe the roaril,s for whioh they ha.dt reeotvetl eharteçE aaê. beno.e

en,![ey 8Fr18Qg,, a Egtrlplqn ået lR']Ìn*u assentodt to eotitlett, tq+

¿et te unlte tåe Bianipeg aad. Sudlsonrs Bay Pglrlwçy anat Steqmshlp

gonpary a,Bd thE Soleon TqlLey¡,ga:.Iway anû ïr,eapnertqttoa gonpany

lsto oa€- @@pÞor-a-tlgn undor, tbe repe of th'e Ttlngtpog anrl Eudlsonrs

Bây RafJî¡ray anð $tee,¡4shlp OonBaryr. [hus there dtsappeared. the

maín rlval of the Sutberland. nailway wlth a pronise of payment of
lü. ,OrglOr0O, a yoar fsr the frqnobleq anô preperty of, the $eleo-n

Salley $allwa¡rç Ehir qlhalpeg ErrrLsonts Bay,Ratlway anô $tom*
ehlp Gompany was the one venture of the nany that gav6 the great-
est pronlsE fqf an oetLe-t to tho north. IB faat, wlth tho exeept-

i.on of the.Reð glver yatrey RalLway eonpan¡r, whioh ,reaohed. tq the

south aæ,i[ an å,ner.loall oq'ttet, ereated.,tbe ehtef lntetest in rall-
way buÍIdlng of thet tl¡ae.- Shüe railway has an even greater elatm

to remenrbraü,ee, thougb lt was rlostined, never to be oonpleterL.

tshg'Dpninion govesn¡nentrs lana pol-toy up to lgog, was largely rtue

to exl.gienoles of f,inen@ing thie roaô, drile it was also a ôsûer-
'j

roi.alng faeton ln tho fate of the $qrgrray adlnlnlstratiga anô the
oporations of, tho Greennay govenment.

Followíng the preoerlenoe of glvf,ng Lanrl grants to railweys
a Breeerlenee set by the help gi.ven to the 0.prB. tbe Ðqnlnlsn

aÐ--46 Yietgrta - 6.6g¡

l@.



11.

j'

g,qvet€tsemt [n 188-t paÊsgû tho'99.nln!9n Eanf,,s -ûet 
tU ," be}p thís

oTltøYqnû'^iäf"nt rai3-w*y projeets. Eþtft est prenlqqô 6'400 a'epeË for

eaoh ¡oiLe qf ral1w.ey bqlft ln,I4enltoba, anù not tsotre tban le,gCIg

aor€s for eaoh ¡4tr1o bqilt i.n the SOrPb Woet Serrtto'rieq. 
,

í

ãeoau$ç sf the htgb feel.lng epgeadle'roð by the feer of a O.P.R.

Bonopoly sn Mqnltoba exportlng faciLlties, the Prqvi.aalal govern-

EeEt ombarkedl oJr e pol,loy of grantf¡g alit to railway proi$eots

fether ].avishly anð altpgethaf ln eeeqrclar-ree wlth a pþiùoy of !gooù
1,4

brrplpesEt r In 1886 an aet -- sss pa,esefl by the provl,nolal goYern:

nent grantlreg atd. to the l[trn¡,lp.pg anô Elrf,,Fgnt s Bq,y ßqt]$ey anû

Ëtqa,mEhfp geqp-eng, givln.E one n111,1sn d.pJ.lars uptth ef prpJlneÍ-al

bo-+tðs eail üEarylns lntereet at th9 fato of four pe'rg.e,pt, Bblg alil

wqg conôltlonaL uppn the ggppepy begiqefag eonstmettea wlthtn

trrq Ïea$s, a tlne ltntt s&1oh was extelltleil the næt year to throe

Uæru.t6 fbls offEr a, LowEè tbe Sreelð ent of the roacl, E,Irgb S¿üh-

erlÊnd., to lnterest outqldte gaÞttal. +S I rr*suLt, Mseepeç Ar,rd[$,ow

@nrlerdtpnk anil .Iarnes Rogs, represeatattvgs of aß å$Afieq,F sþd.tcate

ef oapÍ-taL!.Ets, togk up .the çuestÍ.on of flna¡ces. nbqy requgeteè

tþe ,Gr€E"nway gov€nqnent to ehange tbe nature of the a!.dt grantod.

to one of gearanteelng uf &,fi,trl"teçest on four antil a half nlLlion
ef bonðÞ, for a periotl. of tsenty-flve yea*É frpn the coupletlon of

Ênrt eonmoncomeat @f oBeration of ths railway. llhle was d.ong ln
19Ê6 16 whiLe à seeonð aot ln fgef 1? çpnflfmed thts antl madle

!1^v vlotorla * o.Ê6.
iÊ** Yiotorla - 8.65.

il*t ytotorts - C.Ê?.
i;¿9 VÍetorla - 0186.*t60 Yietsria - 6.40¡
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eha.EgaË to na&e the guaragtee üep,E avattrable. .lEhe Psonoters nsw

rya{te ersqggne.n{e ln.Eegl.qnû for:for¡r anè[, a hatrf, uÍllLons of e8Þ-

l,.tal, anê the egnstrnotlsu iesult lras the blrllaþg of forty nllee
qf ratfroaËl. Ehis porttsn iong si.neg torn rnp began f¡rgn near the

loeation sf the olcl race traak west of Wlra.ipeg and. extenoeô rl€sr..

3.y to ShoeL !&ke.

Ia the noanttne a ehangq of attltu$e tlr regartt to thts rellr
way was"tektng pJ.aes on tbe frert of the,Marettoba g,ovopmøat. ,'l[b-E

p;eä$ons for this and the remrJ-tlng attitgõe of, the Oeðereq* d 
,U

Eoss synôioate oan best be told. by quottng the folLowtng Letters.
0n September 18, 1888, trÍeesrsr tlamos Eoes anrt .û,ndlrew Onêerûonk

çrote to Prenler Êroenway reviewlng tbe story of the &{gnitoba

g.evepnerlüf s f,alLure to keep thefr pJ-ed.ges as followsi

, :¡a túe nsaatiqe, (1r,8, ef:üerrp,a-eq,lng 49 Tf otoftra + 0r&Þ apð
60 VlctorLa.- €[r4O) ln July ].ast, Mrr Onðerðopk a¡nð Mr.
&lnge¡alIl, (who had vÍs.ltéð,$lnnrpee), nq&e an offer, !é the
gosernse.tlt ,,on' oqr b'eha].fr, anå'aftçr, ètsoussi¡g tbe sarne wXthyouf e-xeoullvo eor+q"ç.1l wer.e $nformeð (as they unôs¡s¡ood.),
by yourself, that yguT goveflunent rras uot preparetL to ðeal
gitþ the natter before tbe then approechiqg mãetÍug of, thelogisleture, es ? oha4ge |n tþe, ,Guetrenteo Ãot mtght be
!,ecessar¡r respeollng the appointneat of tnrsteee, anrL poselb-ly ln ragard to the paSrneat of interest on the rr¡guarañtee(l
bo¿tls. Na Qther ehanges Teere suggeeteô by yqÌ¿r gõveqrunent
at tbe tímo. 

,

- - - 
CIn. tne 5r1- of {uguHt ¡'on aüðreseefl e lqbter tq Er.q qtags-

mlLl. etattng that _he was ln erro,f tn $uppósla6 thgt your
ggvgrrp¡n94t was not ÞrQpaf,qd. .to ûeeL wi.tã-the [uesiioä, but:tha$ qgnr goverrur€nt Eou1ð. not Ëts: so uatll qattgflqA únat
sueh fJEa¡lolal. arrangerue¡te rÍere naðe aE reeL4 ensble tbe
gonpany !o ænetruot the roael. Shis letter further stated.that at tb9_ proper time yogr goverau¡ent wero wÍLlin¡g to ùo

.'oggvîblne thát r'Fr';r,eeeoagar{,-and[ rn'tne péwer-ãt=[ñ.-ãoüão-
nment to seeure the constm.Ëtion of_an aLi - rail routä-to-
$uitroal " T"yo. .-. . . .. Sr: Rgls conptãiea nre árr""e"*ents-tp g"gr"l,d._ and-. hast-onsd to wlnnip% to meet 

-tnã-eovernment.

Tþen hg P*-P9t yitn the.state*eãtl matire to us-fõ;-{tîäiäit
!1*9-t tþat. tl".government were oonienpi"ti"s-ã i."nrr""oatton

' to the l.egislatúie to úeaúôe"tue'eualäããàã-ir¿*-#ãlËõöiöõlöõ*

18
[he $un f$lnnípeg] sept.lg8g.
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lSt
:

tg Fer5ooro0oioQ, aað furtþer, lhat you.r gg\rernment dleotln-
eil !o elye lhe Sã6100.,0.00 votedl for the oempletion of thetorty mlLegÈ. ,, ' i

$.hle.eviôent o4ange of attitu4q on thg part of the .Mæitsb& gev-

e'rÐ&aet oallqô forth the bf.tte#gËt ,r.gËq:*t¡aqÉt. "96, the trlfonotere
L9

-eg tho.,sehqme, ancl from the Eanlteb.a,.F{-qe p-reËu *o- 
ono,of 'the

gtarnnohost s$pportors the oqmBeny over ha,q.

Ïs a leng letter wrl,tten Soptember lEth, L888, Joseph l4artf,n,
Rallway 0onnfEsleaer, revlews tbe varlous negqtiations botweqn

tho tlçp gompanies, andl expLarne tbe roasens for tb.e qhange in
attitud.e oa the part of the Greenway governueat, ancl inoid.ently,
lrreparably wlðeas the rtft between the pronotors of tbe roecl

anit ,tha gorerqnon!. Ehq f,eet of th9 mattqr rnae thÊt thero wero

two øtrong reqsons why the st{heme f ell throu,gh. {inst, thepe

was not tbe sane neaeesf.ty for the roail as ln 1gg5¿6 
E0 *,a

seoontl, the Brovinoe baü l-ogt fettb tn tþe Selt,reeponàtble for
ñ.

the wlnnÍpeg anð Eufleoars Day Rail**y.8l trifr. Martln 1n h,ls !e¡
p3.y stated.:

roe ÌÍas yêry ðlfferent
from what it is tod.g,y. -

llhe monopoly gfven to the tenaètan Pacifto raf,lway bvrhelr_ ehg.rtei ¡óBna a larse prri õr-tne-ñ;õ;ñEã--;ili ,rå"
ve?r.-1901. . . . .'. herréf':rfron'. gii:te' qo-poBrit ;ãã*oa-ããIy.*-
B-osslbre throegh t he o onsir ru' tl ori- o ti 

- 
tuã' Ë.eËõ";s -¡ätåarl-

E&$r

- ghe: }?"er |rabil-tþ; ;assq,4ocr by the .prgvlno E ertendlfne, gtloh M gffgT of gu.arant,o:e,wþg fuliy p-,pBËeotaterí tl-iË--'Eouse, but 11 wÈÇ fblt thet tae errätåãäe oi'rbà q,ig.ñ.

10
äõ:-.e. ßee @oBy of September ¿?,1895.

n',t3rt", ff* - se'pûÊnbqts a-o.,l.B:8g.-+l[he na¡ne becl been ebanged. to thls June agr].Bg?. ã0-51 vlotorJ.a-c.gL
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.:..
Bonopo:Ly was suc,h a sorious,atetrlnent; that

tho ettng lles ln the las! rew,worrtel so the goveragrent öf Man-

ltriba tho Erlðson Ba¡¡ Ral3.way SoBpårûy dXô not eonstmet the rail-
way wlth the roquisite expocl.Íeney. Srrnning up tholr cle].lnquenolee

Mr. Martln salêt

:'rt lLr bqoomgs, u:eüeg thesg çüreq.Estq+eesr I eompanJr, vtuioh
has never kept a promlse m&r![o elther to thè goverr¡aent or totbe pu.bllo, to aosus€ tbe gorernment of batl ielths.

lhe goverament thersfore binitated. in aesuning suoå, a l,labllity
as woulcl ental]. an erpenditqr,e of $fAO'OOO.O0 per annum for tbo

oonlng twenty-five yoars.

She¡re was also the growhng ltlea - later so promlaent - that
tbe Þutlð1ng of a rallroacl of this type should. be ong of nqtlgnal
qgfierprlse. ![r. Mertin votroecL thtrs nhen he statEfl¡

sffhile ao iloubt the bulI-d.tng of,.the E¡(tsonts Bay railway wouLù
Þg "f great begeff!_ tg the ãrovlnqe o,f; üaaiteba-, a glanäe iaì--
**_f:t*F11 gboy that the bensflts aff,srrled 

-ro'the-no"iuwãJt
egrl|tories by_lhg coqFtnretlsn of suob a line would ue muaú

gä:äå8iaa.q: a¡, iÍ ;iif Iå."iå,å:"ä å*3ä'1,*1f,.qäjiïjãoir--
bor?e þv ryanit-oba, oonsiÉletring*taà prõpõ"tirri"i beneflts to!e flerlvea by her sq 9_o+parett-wÍtu tue-iqõ"irr:u"st-sãñiioiies*.rherefore beoauçe of thrË ¡eaeiii- rh;t wõ;i-ð üã-nriãi;;á-;;-- 'tboee tllst-rtrets- ouËs1ðe tr8a¡aitoti rre¡r th€:õo"ÐõnretLon of the.roact the' Mãáii"t"-Ããvdfi;;i, -Ëteå-eone ro rhe eonEluslonthat tha qrnqla! of-the' goar,aåteã-ãnou:.d be rea"EÀa-to----
6g.taooro00.oo. tf - - 'vE¡E vv #e*r+\¿

Uhat'-there IraE a w.¡.Àespreart belief that the promotors wsre solever

mantrpulatorsn gan be gleaned. fisur the eolunns. of the F,+e 
Pa püb-

llsbod. at tbis tlne. Ëuob e:Eprossions of o¡rinlon as F1lke to cee
It in the hantts sf a gooð egnpa¡1ys¡ Fnot a iloLlar glven unlegs i

an abssrute guaraptee tbo road. woulrt bo finiEheilF, Eg,o slow ln

Ju,stlf,t,eö ln assuglng elnogË any .Ilclllit¡¡,
woul,ð be t9 gtvelrelief at an oauly: 0-atèS,

ths provtrnes was
1f 'lihe effêet

L4¡

Ê&$rn 
eæanple geBy of .A,ugust E6rd.,1ggg.
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êeattr¡g üith the,q{i 4€ü¡ TÍhose only objeet was.to faston a blg

llability upon us,fot that$ o,g þoneftü.t â6 *Fe feunð scattqtr-
e4 freety tþrough trte pegqEt

åLthough the ÊreQ$way governËleßt didl not feel ln the sa¡no

g@eroas nooil as when lt- waq tlqe qppesf,tlop party of the Fonor-
able ¡qh4 {orquay endl ].a1ief,; @en. it flrst took over the actmj.n-

{,etratlo$r yot the seheme was not sbsnrtonqdl. qntlrely. the qot
glvlng altl to tho extent of guaranteelng lnterest ou 4S ntllion
þoadle harl beea repealoritr84 b*t sther alô was forthoontng, rB
18SÊ beoaufie the Benlaion gevetuÐqnt bad ðoo].fnedL to glvo tf-tle
ilooêE to tbe lanrL seeuring the #å661000.00 wortlr of previnelal
ûebentures alreetly gf.ven tþe goverq¡nent an. act was passe¿ 86

F!$herêas ußd.er the proviaoiel,RaJ.lway aûê Âat of 18gã¡86

l?.tentures.of tle prsvineo for $eÞ6,o00.00, have been dte*llvera(l to tlqe ÏÍlngÍpeg anfl Eutteönt g 
-Day 

Aaífwav e oepa¡svad..w{erggs. fe$y ntles havg beoa oonplãtea t"t-nõtls .irresatis{aot-ion_of Oanatta - anrl whereaq iue Domlnlon rrill noir_råTlsfer.*a4ð grant for t4e forlv nlLee untiL conpleteð to
fhei-r eatisfaotion, therefore rhä.irov!nciÀi-riãããã;ã;ì;;
1o rEe compsn¡r monoy !o the extent of sg5ro0o.00, to coñ_-pLete tbe rallway tô the Doninion govein¡oðntiã-s,itiãtããîionn.

In 189Or2? th, Provtnee agreedl to pay the railway, üa sqrn not to'
':gxse*il Sgr000r00 peg ntle ss a oaeh bonus tor inat pEntlen of the

Llne rrtthin the Provlncor - for an a,mount not exoeecllng p5o nlles
when the raílway is completecl or $11600.00, per nile as the work
progressesf såsr..B ln the nert ysqr 88, the Manltoba ggvernmont

agreerl ts Bgy the oompany,$frEOOrg00r0g, provli[odl tbe finst
hrrnêrodl mlles was eonpleteð by Þsoenber ã].qt,Lggã, anû the whsle

&S g.q, the aeweqap-€t elipp,t¿e book entltleitJhrils"¡q tece-tgtel
,olPage fl,B. Manltoba lÊgts1aiive J.lbrarjr.
il Ëi iistsiÍå : g;i8: 4 

åfl âå üi;iäiä : 8:if:å8 E* yiotorla - e.zÈ.
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rall,way wlthin flve yeafs of.May 91, 1891. Even wlth thls alal

the f!.naacLng of the rqaü beoryo a d,lfftoult'mettgr anû tn LB91

the Doni.nioa gavornment prsposed. ala¡eg

r$n oreler to enable the Wfuinlpag anð Euûeon Bay Ballway
9ompaqy, to eonEtn¡.gt sg mu.oh Ef !þelr rallway as reachos
úron fltnnipgg t0 a palnt oa the Saekatahewan-rlver the
Qovorno,r f.n 0ouaetl may entor lnte á coaüraot wlth suoh
sompa.By fgr the transport of Eon, flrpp1i.es, uaterl,als anil
meilç for $wenty years,aad. to pay f,er su.sh servloes üuring
eal¿L tegn fi€0r000.00, per anm¡ur a¡rd. to be palô annuallyn.

.{lthougb tbe eonpany d.I,d. not measufúJ.y responrl to guob offers
there was no lack of other ooupanies appLying for oharters ln
or<ler to reap the bonefits of lantl grants and. eash subsicH.os.

One of the most important of thgse anct the sne -ûestined. te be-

oome ltnkeô with the lfllrmipeg ancl EuéLeoat s 3ay Bailwa¡, 0s¡oBeBV

was tbe trake Manitoba Ratlway and Oansf ôonpany, lacorporated.

la L889 U0 OO tbe Maofienz!.e Mqnn anð OompaüV, a. oompan5r whose

ta.ane haõ þEeone s5¡nonomous wltþ sì¡eeesË l.n rafLway eoagtn¡.otLon

l,n Wostern Oanadla.. fheir eharter geve them rtghts to buiLê

from Portage la Srairie to lake Manttoba ancl also to improve

the qavlgatlon of trakes Maaltoba anrl Etr¡utpegosis anrt the Sorth
$askatehewan ¡rfv€'rr

0n July 85, LBgLrUt ,hr" eo¡trpany eonpletott negotlatlouE

wlth Eegh gutheflandt Þy whloh lt aþ'sorbed tbs Blrrnipsg anal

Eud,eoat s BB,V '84l'Iway. lhe inew trailway was tq bo oalletl FShe

Wlnnlpeg aaô Great SorËbsnr Railway Sonpe¡r¡rr' She Dqnlafon
i'

Ê9 
ö4-66 vistorla - c.t]-sq 6Ê vtctória - ëlË?.

51 57-59 vistorla - C.g4.
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F"oôlE Aet of L8F4 wss laterpretett ôlfferentl¡r by'MaoEenzlo

'anrt[,$an¡r anô the Ðsnlalen govsggtse4t 'd.*b the:'çesu1t that 1p"-

steait of bul.ltllag so as to reoetve the gqverament græt of,

1â1600 aare6 per mile from J,gntls lylng to the north of, tþe
,ost andl.Prqvlnee oflrManltoþa, they built fathor towarð$ tbe w

ol.alnoil tho orlglnal grents to the o].ð Hrl,ðsou Bay Ral1way oou-

pany for tlrls work. Ehi,s olaLn the Donlnlon goyernment reoog-

giaeü anil. geve ts them nearL¡¡ flve nlLllqns sf 8or8Êr Shis was
.:;i:.:,

the oond.{,túos that oxi.stE(t f-n regarô to the roacl to tbe Bay

up to tbe fornation of the two, new provluaes of Alberta anil

Saskatchewan ln 1905.

It ts ðoubtfu]. if there has bEoa ono ri¿ti.oaal unðeptaking lu
Oanarta tbat has ealIed. fertb a ulor's eustalnedt anð wtdlespreaGl

oontroversy than that of the buíld.Írg of tbe Euôson Bay Aail-
way. [he lnevitaþlo reeu].t of thls dll"fforenge of attttud.e

has been the nunerouÊ attenptg to arrive at the faote of the

pfobLen by uoaü,S of erpoðitions andl lnvestfgations, Provlnotal.

lnvestlgatlsns, Doninlon EoEE.o of CIowoats lnvestf.gatiopg aniL

$onate'lavestlgatlons. Seeause of thle tfr.r. has aesr¡mulatect

a xaess of natÈæüal d.eaLlng wlth everJr posslble aôvqntage aBð

èlsaôvejatage of the Toute. S.eening1y €very angle of the slt*
uatfen has boea i'oporfacl upon anô more than thoro,ughly d.ls-

sussotl both tn the House of Oom4ons anð out of tt. If suoe6ss.

to the projeot will come as a resutt of long 6.ð].tberation tihe

railway ls sureJ.y dlestinecl f,or a happy terutnatlonr

t T g L ati a



Barfing other eqpeðltloas to the weet that wer€ aot prlnaå-

1Ly oOaoeraeð wtrth the investlgatlon of the Eud.son Bay Route -
we have tho Gord.on Er¡retlition as one of the first. In 1894,

!J.out. A. ß, Éord.o.n, uniler the itlreetlon of the ,Donlnlen govêpr-

,ment oomma,ndLeril an erpeåition for gatherlng of naterie]. relati.ve
to thg perlorl of nørtgaüion of the Bay and tho straLts, ancl the

possi.billtles of harbsrs on the west eoast sf the bay. Ehe next

year * 19EE anril. al,so la 1886 be ooumanûedl a sesondl anil a thirô
erl¡eitttfo4 for tbe furthoù lnvostlgation of tbe route. ,the re-
port of Dfr Bo11 ltrBq$. Trbo was rü.th 3iout. Gord.on forms a r&I-
uabLe ogmontqry on the value of the routo.

$n coaJuaqtlon rçfth thEse erpeilitione the governnents of
both the D0minion ancL &[aaitoba aarried. out luvestigations by

speeiaL eomml,tteee for tbo galntng of more aceurate lnfrr@tlon
on the subJeet. rn 1884, t ere was a speciar 0oq4itteo of, the v

'DonialorÌ Eouqe of eormons a,ndL of the }fanltoba !çgisLature. In
188g, tbere wefe also gathered. by a oommlttoe tbe oplnlons of,

tho 0aptalns of .ûnerlcan F,ha1ers operating ln the EuôEonts Bay

f.n regard to the probablltties of sueeessfi¡J. navtgatlon of the
stralts ,od. B"y. 

ga 
In anothor fffteen yeers, in 1,89?Í1 

"uo-
oncl special er¡rettltion was sent out by the Donlnlon government

fn tk steamshlp rÐlanat r¡¡rôer the oontrol of ïÍilliam ïitakeha,u,

ú,1tre 1n 190ã a thlrd expettitlon 9{\îUepttrno,r wlth Gaptaia .A,. Rr

3ow ln ohargo nacl.e a ffrrther stucty of tbe problem. agaln ln
191e we havs the llEintor, rBurlelghr anô tgh:iissie C. Thomeyr

unrler F. .&,nd[erson'vlsltfug-theso waters for the sa¡ne evowerl

ilg.

65 
ggF,,siongå luogr ü llP;regs.



. l"g.

wpurpose' Keeplng paee wlth tbese we have speoiaL senate

lnvostlgations ln 190? ancl agaln ln 19Ê1.

lhe ltlntltncs of the trnvestigators.

$early evety arguneat tbat ooulcl be found or inventeð has been

put formarð at otr€; tt¡no or aü,other by both the oppononts anô

well-wlshers of the route, 8s to tho þFobebLe eeonomls su.esesE
'

of tho roatl, thsre are at least throe earåinal polnts arounð

whloh megt of the oontroversy has sïrung - tho aavlgabi3.lty of

the stralts - tho leggth of season ancl thlrd.ly the possl,bllltles

ef bar,boutra.ge. .Bren the folLowlag üap lt wLll be'seen that

this oeean routo prseents problems Beeuliar to ltself ahü to

be foundl at no otber plaoe on the great trarlls rou.tes of the

worLc[.

[he bay ltself ls ailnLtteå to be, even by

opponeats of the sehene, praotioalLy free

54 grr"ional paper #rora - rq1e_ _ __ __-=-
t-..
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fnom any serlous



d.anger, Iti,Ls a ôlfferent questlon wlth tbe stralts bowever.
:

Ðhqre ls a stroreg eument eg$ing ðoTvB I''s-x 0hanneL anril swlnging

out throu.gh .-the $traits. tr'lowlng frsm the .peLar,reglons 1t

brluge urltå Ít Lar'ge mgËEes of troe, tsåe nqtqæe of this io,e

flow oan bo sê6g fron Iileut. gg¡ilenr s 1,886 ,fepost j,

: sJ epestËer thet tåey (tUe lee fl.oee) nay bo rlivlðetl fntethree types or olaeeeg¡ First, there ano i,a Eurlsonrs $traitFaf a1{,ti.nes of the y6s,r, loebergs; seqond. rrp te the entt of
Ir¿Iy_ or beglnnlng of, å,ugust there 1s üuoh young floe-iee,
by thts ls naant the l ee ffirleh has been fs,ùneü rturlng thå
wfnter l¡qeiliatþly pre goöding.

Its thtrehaess ls varlously reportetl fron ? feet 6 inohes.re..r eovenlng tbls lee ls a sheet of, goow paekerl soltcl
and harê as, tbe ioe itself rr,.r. thus nqklng the total
ðepth gf loe and snow together from ? to 9 fäet.' lebã-third.
tyæe !....,_þeavy Aratte toe, Shtrs iee is of every thlek-
+.Assr- from lQ to 40'feet. In-early JuJ.y large masÉes ofthis heary olrt ioe epe met 'ln Euûã.gn!,s Etralts!!.

so lieut. Çordqn the iee presents a real barrier, not only in
the'amonnt but aLso ln lts movements it truesonts unexpe.eteð

iLif fiouLties.

Ighg tlàal, ourrente tn the s.tratts f,lsw wlth great rapið-ity, espeefally at the eastern end. of tbe Strã,ft, ,..ì..aay vessel getttng entangtreil f,n tbe nrnalng iõã-in-tù.sä
au,rreqts LÊ-sure to rneçt-wlth harð qssee,--ig-ãõt Tråthastaal ðlsastor. lfbo' lee rloes not movã úi.ttr r¡nlforn speed.,bnt rrheêts anð whrr. s ln evert aiieotlõ",-it.ïãavrer froe
p,leegs s.orp9 of.tlen appggpahrr¡g the stze'of maLr. bergs---tearing through the pä-gkil.

rn epite.of ühe evidtont hesltation as to tho posslbultles of
aa open route, he stirL cloes not actuarly ùüscourage tþe route -
ffxlng the clatee of opening anü closfing of naglgatlon as frsn
tluly 1,6tb to Qoto-bor 16th.

rn appraising tbe rather þeselnistie attltud.e of thls
lnvestigator it rur¡st be remembered. howevernthe rAlert, **p only

Ês...



[0 tone anct' ftfty horeeçÞowen .. a faot that oalledL

for.th suah oauatfc egpne4tg fro¡n the;3t$ee Press. - as rtoy engi'net

+ t ãO b.prpügtl * rhasd..fuL Ef eoalr ,,. 6E Owfng to the 
- 
ölsEatlgr

faotisn protluoecl..by thls roport Xn f.iurittng tbe navlgable season

to three nonths, tbe Doplaion govergnent ses.t Em. IÍ,akehan ln 189?.

She resnl?s were harttly mor € gratlfying bowever. In taptatn

Fatoha¡qte olnr mrde¡
Fï now oonelutle this part of ,the report b¡r sayXrg that I
ebsolutoS-y agree wlth captain Gorclon ln ftxl'ng the dlate
for the opening of narigatlon ta Etlèson $trait for aouuoer-
elaL pur?oees, -blr sultable vessels, &t frem lst to l0tb
of July. I èo not ooneliLer that tbE stralt oan be fiircaess=
fully iavigated. ln June ...,.? L eoneiÕfor that. navt$atlon
shoq.]-ù elose from the 15th to the âOth'sf getobertl. .ì i'

leia1 cr¡¡editlor - tbat undler Êaptain I¿ow - 190g-456

gave ilates that',Tr.eFe rngre ebeerlng ¡

nPerJoô sf, eafe navlgatioa fe srtllnary ships ls July e0 -
Sovomber lste r o... i 'îhere 1e llttJ-e d.oubt that .speelal3.y
oonstrr¡.eteð shlpq fgr lee navlgatlgn ceulct pass tbrõugb th-e
etralts at any tlneF.

The eblef h.ope ln thts,eetimate Iles ln the slight extension of

tine at tbe entl of the s€aÊotrr Shis ls wh,en every itay ie sel-

uable.
ËWhat Êorclon eliseoverecl, ancl Wakehan oonfíreö, .å,nderson

Ë].1noheils when In 191å, Oaptaln Fc 4nd.erson neportetl tn regarrL

to aetuaL ooadlltlons not by him¡

q8he Etralts wore entereô on July 25th wltb the two stean
oss ln tsw, 0onsid.erable loe.was net with anô causeû a
oertaf.n amount sf d.lfficuLty, yet the f,Mlntol was able to

ãJ.,
'¡'.-,

,-ii

ãEgu" FneeBress lssue of Xtay 6 - 1886.
F6s"e*iunaL FaÞer #l4e - 19o6.
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get tbroagb wlth both veãeels 1n tow, anû oleareô the
str,altis by AugUot 4t,h!, arrlvlng at €hureblll Àu.gusÛ '1.

Oaptqfn, .Anêôrçon however statad. {n extenr¡atlon sf t'heso flgures
i,

the-repor,t of $tr. Derong in oharge of, the Revi.l|or X'rbres traô*

ing poet at Wekehan Bay, that tbe season that ydar was at leaet

three seeks baeÏ¡ilarùs. EtrF reüurn did. not seem to set a final
ila?e ef,thqr, In hls ow¡ wordtg¡

Ëllhe errpeitition J.eft Port HeLeon September 88. Sometiïqe was
eþent Xa retu,rniag through the stralte 1n rtoing qufvey mr.k
f.n Sug1q& herbour, but arri.veil l.n Pgr-t Surwell Ootobor ?thÇ
0n the passage freguont sasw squalLs w€F6 the ortler of the
tlal, br¡.t r¡.o loe was met rü th although we passEtl sou,th of a
Lasge flelü off, the soutb slrle of OoateB isl.andlÈ.

Beeld.es the abovo offiolal, reports ?i extracts from the logs of
tho fol.lowfng privato vecseln or reports of oaptains.threw a

eertaln anount of }lght on loe nrovements¡

Gaptaln 011eby * L885 * Opon early JUf¡¡¡ 
!

Jamee Haeklantl - f86O * J.utry - ao ioer
I

Sorthena Ïrlgbt * 1865 ¡ {nly I * as oomment on 1eo.

Ânsel Glbbs - 1866 - JutC 8L - ro ico.

J.ulE E6 + fast !.n lce.

in.fy f - beating through stralts.
CaBtaln Anclrews- LB65 * Jr¡¡e 15 - 86 .' working througb ioe.

A4gugt,6 . fast 1n ice.

Abbte Qraûforcl- * 18?8 - ðuqe 84 - fast in lse.

July 80 - shlp ln 3ay.

During the years 1911 - 191ã tho gevem.uont hsû a fleet of steam

vegE-e1e oarryfreg naterlal to Pqrt fiolson. Sho Boothic - Ogagengq *

^û.lette -.. Aoaclia - Alsassr - Sonaveatine - BeLLaventure and Sinclbað.

teetinony to the faot that these vessols ôid. not alw.ays flnit the

stratts easy to navlgate 1s found. from thelr lqgsr Bhe Boetblo



tn 19LL founê 'r?nue leeF from t-uìly 85 : 89, antl agafs ln ].91.8

roonsiclerab].er July 15 - 20, whiLe the Bonaventure erperleneeô
Fhoavy lcen from JuIy 16 to Âuguet l6rL9L3. ÍIhe 1eev14g tlateE

ghqw, a greater variatlon sf iee novements. llhe Aoadlla 1n 19Ll

on Ootober I0, 8t Cape 0hið.Ley reportaû ilno leen anfl tbe Boethio

ln 19Lâ fron the ênd. to 6th of lïovonber aLEo founë the Eamê

sati.sfaetory oontLition. Ehe .[eattta on 0otober Êânðr 191g, hos*

eysp foq:rd. the straits praotloaS.þ elosedl, while the .å,Lette oa

Octobor I0, 191g, stove in her bow. She roturlscL to Nelso¡r ln
e slukfug eeaûltlgn anrl was finaLly beaohetl.

Beel.Aes tho loe therg are hop..over gevope]. other o].tp¿tlo

eonglôe_ratloae that needl to be taken into aooou¡¡t ln sqttltng
the questlon of, tho utillty of, . tbe 'roadl as a qgnnercla]. routo

for Oenatle. One polnt ovor wbieh there b¿s been a gootl. cloa1.

of, oontroversy espeol*J-Iy 1n the eapJ.ier riLays of navlgatlon was

t-hat of varl.abllity of the oomlraqs aÊ lt apppoaebed, the nagnetlo

poLe. the l8E6 ,report of Gaptaln Ggrüon gar€ cgüse for utloþ

apprehengion from thte Eource3

nBþ9 Last, a,adl ind.ee{l-th_e. most serioue .ilifflculty that f,antlolpate_ ls ln the fAu-ltyr worklng sf 'tbe 
oompairses, Es..petrlglly, about. the orlttea,l grouad-eff Ði.gges Isl,qad. ....

nethlns tut tbe noEt sleqpless vtg!_lanee andl the groatest
oaution wiLl save a sbip fnon cLlsãsterF.-

0'aptain Wakehan ho¡rever tweLve Jrsars ratEr dlrt nuoh to arlÐy

tble bogey of uavlgatlon. He reponteil:
llEhe stÊ¡tðard eonpegE r¡oeQq gâve us thq greatost poseÍ.bLe
eatiefastlgnr gaee prqpoFly eonpeaqqteA it never îarloð¡t.

Again ln 191â 0aptain Ânûerson slnllarLy reporterl,:

Tgot stan-il.artl corpass whtoh hatl been pJ.aoecl on boarô whereit woulrt be Least affeotgdt and. thenefõre requirE Ittfl.e
arlju.stmont, was a great comfort. rt waE nai¿ry aff eotott
by the eomparativ'ely aloso proxlnitSr of the magnotio poLe
anrl provetl ve¡y effiqiEqt[.

86,



lhç repqrt sf W. l, $t6rrart, tbe Hyðrographer on the vessel

$tanl.ey swept eney praetlcally every vestige of thie cr.anger3

E.as regartls the groat ¡brrgboarl of Euclson Bay navf.gation,
the reportecl_looal attraotion ancl inaccuracy of thá eon--
PEI'g; 'I" foe¡ld as_th1ñE tq Jnsttfy thls evll reputatton r e !
E9[ng exoepüionaLly fOr.ftnete f,n havJqg c].ear-sun andstatrsl gI gbg9.rvati.ops"fór error woro ãLmost hourlyr qnd.
ehowe$ that the cbange ofr variatloa.thpu.gh raptril, üás
F9rqfl orrcc. anê r thlnk .?.roo Bo ¡oor'e-ö1ff-leui y w1rlbe fqqnð [n thg navlgatloq Þq aqegunt'tn*o-G-""peirençed.
i.n tho approacÞes to the Quli of Bt. law-reugs, wäere the
r?p+_ü chango 9f varlatisn' aooesËttateä' bourÍy'alteùattõnsof the eourseür

3eelôee tha prosanee of ioe andL pooofbilitles of rnagnetie c¡Ls*

turbanee, the whole questlon of generaL weatber contlitlone has

glvon soope to nuqb Lnvostlgatlon a¡rô has openecL up a whole fielô
of potentlalttiee both for evll aacL for gooel.. General weather

sondltiong have a thneefold. aspeot. $tofne, f,ogs andl tempefat+

uros mr¡.st aLl bo taksr lnto aooount. lhe first ttvs of tbeso &re

uncLoub.tedJ-y unnixetL ovíIs. TFltb the low tonporatu¡re to be oE-

p€otecl from thls regioa olemente &ore benefioent howover may

enter lnto the guestÍon. low tenperaturqs lr111 ailvetreoly affeet
þaulage power both on sea ancl lantt, anrl also change harbourage

eonclf.tlons, yet tbese nay be offset or more than sffset by theln
aotlpn gn the prod¡leo_ likely to be ertr¡orted by thls route.

fho effeot of the temperature of thte reglea upon loe oon-
aitions in the harbours wil1 be d.eart. with 1ater, as far as

the baÍ ltgtlf LE ooneernetl there aro ao teupenatures low onqrg¡gh

¡adlLtLone. ReBqrts bear out tbe fact
that the average tenperature of the bay waters fs hlgher than
those of Tra,ke supenier, lEbe ¡aembers of tho Dsniulon Eou,se of
0omuoas L884 report statetl¡ lEho temperature of the Iluelson Bay

24,,
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fn sunner is somo t49 Utgnor than Ï¿ake ÉuporlonF. 0Qmnandlen

Qorcloa., reporta<L¡ 'llEhe hlgbest botton torryetrature reesr¿lêû $as

41@, ancl:the towosi ã?ottr Ia 1886 ln a ful.t report bðl'Ètqte{L¡

F.$hg av€rage tlatl-y teuperature of, sea-water at the surf&G€-

Auguet 5tb to 2Bth vrhen. the shlp was passing through the strai.ts *

varlod. botwoon Ê9.80 aaô ã6.?o. en 6epfember let, off Shurohlll

the temperature was 4å.8o, From $eptember 2nð to 6th, ln ,0hrrroh-

llt haæbourr the tourporature .raagod. fron 46.69 to 46enr Ga,ï¡tatn

$nËterson Ln L9lP al.so founcl.i Èßemperatutres ln the bay uæA etrft$t
were not low, tho alr averagfng beüweeq' ãLo anil 4guF., the sea..

water b.etweEa 50o and. 40oF.

r fhe ad.vaqtage of a low tomperatu.re on the eea route upon the

eattle slrlpping anil ehlll-eit meat shipplng lnrtustrleÉ a,re appar-

ant.

Ehe Euûeea.Qay itoes not seem to be notorloas for stonms.

îbere. ls porhaps less etOmy weather la theso waters tban fn
noet others of, the sa,ee støe and. latÍ,turte. rt is tnre that the

Eonprable ffi.r. J. 0hrlEtie, an o1d. offieotr of the Eud.eoa Bay Con-

pany testiftetl bef,sre the 1884 Eonf.nion Éeleot Oonmf.tteo, that
gtorms wefe preval-o-nt. IS answâr to a question on this subjeot

ho sayoS

q$€s-rfeerful gtorms. gn one oooaslon we expqríencecl a heavy. gÊle 1a orosEnag tbe Eayr e¡ad. the veseel- hovo to for
twelve hourgll¡ -

the wholo '&p¡ror," of hie rtestimony however LeeveE a strong iÞ-
prasElsn that he.was bÍaseedl towardls the trad.ftional Eudgon Sqy

Sonpany attitu.d.e to eottlement of this oquntry. lbat he ttið not
al.logether fuoprese hls guestionele 1s evfclenoeil by the faot that
the ooqtttee ln thelr general report sano to the aoncLuei.on thart,



ç$;torns are very raro "4S- by no neans formi{lab1otr. We have be-

sf,tles a welgbt of testtnory sn the othep b*nd[ as to the genera1

oalmnoss of tho bay. Eenry Jobnston who was wlth the Eu.d.son Bay

Oonpany fsr thirteo¡r yoars testlfleô before the Manltqba L,egls-

lqtlve 18t4[ $e]-ect Qomnf.tteel
trl rlo aot csnsltler Eurlsonls Bay a stomy bay. There aregqualls sometlmee but 'ngt.. frequontly¡ ghe Severest ststu
I remenbar'was ln the fall of 1861,. She fTPr1npe of Wale'sF
te.r.c s&s aot blom from her anehgraggBc_

eaptaln Janes Faelrla&ð witb tbinty-nine ¡rears-of servlce ln the

eompa.ny testifieô at the same tlme to the faot tbai; nthoi,Eu.dlsonts

3ay ls l¡.ot a storny sea,tl, CIeptain Oordon 1n 1885 fouart¡
ì

'ì,t '-

F$rom åqgust ãl,st to ßepteqågr Tthr rÍe:rotsai,ned. tn ChîrrehllLr
the weather boing vqry barl'; lt blew a gÞ}e almoqt continuous-
Ly fron the algbl of.She Sist ûd the eÍenl'g of the 6th!!.

I[e also find. howevor froro'oi* u"*e report th¿t tho au.mbqr of èays

that the wlntL reaehetl tho veloolty of a garo were as forrows¡

Sort Burwell - 18, I$ottinghan rsLena - 11, but -fsr Belle rslo,
th.e regular Bfens':Atl-antf.e trarle ror¡.te û-he nrruber of rtays was.69.

l

W. J. Ste¡uart also reportecl in ].gJ.8l

fÂa a general rBIg,_ in the streit and. bay propor, no lasti¡rg
h_o?Iy wea_ther- neEd- be antlçipated. flurlng- aury anó. .&uguet, 

e

gLtþor*gh. ln the vlolni.ty of SotrSqn ri.vei, .heävy ¡northerél
1" +PgnoÊ! are-leportgril by the'fi-uélson Eay'vesseis, sornotim€E¡ .lastlng fron ã6 to 48 houtrs!!,

In regb,rð to the thtrð featuro of, tho gene.tral weather condlitions,
i[¡ê. tho pravalenoe of fogs, the genorar wef,ght of testluorry is
tbat no real êa¡eger neeril big epprehenôE{t fron thls qrlag.ter. Ehe

Dþntnion 1864 seloot.$omnittee gave lt as thetr oplnloa that
Ëfogs are of rare ocourrea.oe ancl short ilurationlt. Ehe fol],owlag
table of 0omaatler Gorðonle eonpitretl in ].885 wou.ld. tenù to bear
sut thls Etatemont - espeolal.ly when tbe oonparison is padle be-

46.



tweon polnts lq Etralts

Þat'q

$eptç 1884

'3ob¡ 1885

.Tune 18Êã

July 1886

Aug. 1886

,&,1.
.:.

anð bay Þpop6r''to the BeIl,€ Inl"e Route¡

3,t. Burwell

48 hsurs

,4 lt

tz,c, 11

L00 .*'

L4g $

Â seoond. tabls oompiled .at the oonolusion of

af the s&m€ lavestigator wouLcl tend. to preve

shlp ls the nerlÊal- oro¡

NottlnEhan."I,sô çh,urçh1Il EgLLe Isle
88 bours So oh,servatlqn ?6 hours

I ì!ç l' ?8 .4

1,fu :n 16 houfs ,â48 F

\6â ..F 92 !r Pgg F,

16Ê il 6å .rt 171 E

-æ
Jaauary

Febgua$r'

MaFGb

Âpril
&[ay

J.,une

July

A,ugust

Sort Eurwell'Ql$eç.e,'Is.

o hourE o hotrrg

oËott

4eÞ:1e sf -TPg r:qgqp.rar,lsoas. 1886.

oË8
.Êg 11 16

24$?6
go4 { 1a4

44 r¡ lgg
196 B 408

the

the

1886 er¡rod.ltlon

above relattron+

It,woelil a,ppeer fro¡o the Ebove tables that the eomparXeon is
emttre}y f,avorable to tbe Huðson Bay qoute ln regard. to fogs

when compap,ed. to the pr'esent nain suurmop route from'gontneal to

S4qrahlll-

48 hoi¡rs
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oEs

Ë..:

It

E

ü
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Belle Islo
168 hours

L44 ü

42'n
elt

44w

Er?
L6F

õ1Ê

84

å16
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g6B

104

ü

n

E

F
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dueo fogs are nore or

leEs absent tn the regloa of tho Ba¡r. '$he Gulf Stream noro or

leEs ;sreerves to tbe east before the entranee to the straits is
treaohocl a¡qit the gnly renalni4g eond.ltlon ls the mlagtlng of the

eltghtly w.arnor suwrrrler waters of the bay m-th the Âretto surr-

ents passlng out tlrtrough the straitt As wÍlI be notecl from

pnoeeedltng temperatures gLven tTre.re 1e not öifferenoe enoirgh

between these two to givo rlee to any amou.nt of Soggy weatb.er.

Srqn the eramlpstlon sf the above reports the w.ho1e questlon'of

nevigation, eornmqr,efally feaslble trúUs on the que,stion of the

lee movqnente. qto.æs, low tenperatuÐes aniÍr goneral weather Gon-

ð.Ltions cls nst seem to offer sorio.us ðifflouLtiEs. Seither ðoes

magnetio attraotion anû repulsÍen offer lasuÍuou.nteblo obstaeles.

In faot tronble from thls illreotion has LargeLy oeaseô with the

lnprogene¡rts natle on the oompass iturlng the past quarter oentutry.

Ehere 1g ao d.oubt but that lrr naay years traffte oou14 be ear¡i1edl.

profltably through the stralts over a consliLe,rable portion of, the
geason, but no oertalnly of an Evergge clate ssn be arrLvecl at.
[he effeet of thfs on lnsura'rl@e rstes lg at.ono6 appereut. IÍork-

lng in eonJu4otion wi.th the other i"outes vfa Moatrêal or Vq¡îcouvetr

the etralts ln gosd. seasons coultl bp put ts aclvantageous rls€r

trhether the ie e oond.ltlons wLLl a1low the Eurlson Bay Rsute to be

morye than au auxiLlary route ig another.,que.F!i€q1,.10f Sou.rse lt
must be kept 1n nlntL that the ¡sholo value of thg routg üQes not

1le ln lts utl11ty es a graln anril oattle er¡rortlag route. fhts

â8.
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pbss€ gf the qr¡.astlon hswever wi.Il be coasldorerÈl lator. Ehe lqe

Foníng dtown on both sldles of Bafflsr s naad. anct Erowd.tug out of
L. r--¿ --the bay ln tbo .early part of the su.nner oonstltutes'a real üanger.

Shls hgwever ls not tho only souree sf ðlffleulty. Sbore ls

.poeslbly a groater d.anger outslðe.the ontrane,e of the straits

whefe on the open swoo'p of tbe åtlantle the great leebergs of the

Arotie eome tlown from the Davtrs Stralùs. trs the ôa4gor hore how-

eïer aay groater than at tbe uoutb of the 8t. T¡aïrrenoe end' the

Stralte of Bel.Lo trsle?' $here are at l east two mitigatlng astrElqts

of the qqestton to bE eonstrdÈ€reô. Sbe nsrthorn part o.f outr globe

glves eighüeen or nlaeteen hours of ôaylfght ln tbis latltr¡Ae

thrrtrag uueb of the shipping se&soa. Ehe ef,feet of this on eOtóé,tiiì*

lng andl avolëlng.bergs can be easl],y appre:Çlete,.d" the sEeentl

eonEldetration ls, ln how far wilL tho ða,lager itlsappear wlth oCIm-

preheneive ohartlng andL atlequate aitt-s to navtgat ios? 1$. J. Stewart,

EyiLrographer ora the. r$ta¡al-eyr (lrew attentton te thls. E€ salral

1n partl '

çApart fron the iog gnsstl-on yhieh 1t will !q se,e+ ls by
ng ueans lnsr+f,caountatte, the Aengefs: aud. dtrffj,ot¡.Lties of
návi.gatlon of Eueteon stralt aatl 3ay arlse c41e+y flon
tne ia"oeuraeies df the ehartoü po-sitlqag of eallent polnte!!.

When one oonslders how ahartlng ancl other aitls have robbeö such

waters as the $t. I¿awrenee rLver, the Bay of Biscay'or tho

Perslan euLf of nany of the terrors which haô peviously existetL,

the outlook for frrrctson Bay navfgation beeomes mueh brighter.

Oqe of the Lstest authorltatlve dser¡neatn 1n regarü to this

vereil guestlon ls the report of the $peelal Oomlttee sf tho

Domlnlon Senate of 19e1. After oalling twenty-one wÍtaesÊes this

bqèy ea,me to the followlng concluslon ln regaæð to tEe esnrilitionq¡



RÍübere was Êoms yarlatlon au"ong tho several vsitu€sses Fe* 
-gárôlng the length of,season of_Ssvleatiopr but all agreoð

iuàt tËe nfafnuö wqglû r¡¡dlor orðinsrr'y elroeesta'gc-os_be'at
loast for¡r nonthq, whll-e the naxlm,qg wor1lt[ not llkely .:
exeeedl fi,ve nonthè . o !. e o. S.þo eon@eaFu.s of opinlon is that
Éüá;g;'s-gay ienatns op€n +}i tho year through and. that- the
lqe ôoes not ex,tencl bo5ronê thirty or fOn:ty mlles fren the
shore. Ehe stralt is aLso open for the greater part of the
yea,Tt aniL wsn1.ô probably be open a1L tlo time exoept fcr
tne ie'e whloh Esmos ôo-ru Xate ln the autr+m fron Fox Ohannel
antl obst ru.ots navlgat ion.i,in ..t]re',6.tralt'sE.

Ithis loo fäw hswever nust bo of several- months ðtrrätlon as muoh

of lt ls eaeountered. well on l.n the .earl.y part of the next

eurnmero It wlLL no ðoubt be. found. that ortilnary tramp q.teanens

wsrllcL reoelve sever€ buffetings whlcb ln nan¡i' oasss wouId. be

tillsastrous. She qt¡.estlon wbeüher ÞoaËq cen be speelally oon-

etru.eteô, anô yot glve sufÉletsnt tonnage to carry tbe grafn on

a payfng'basl"s anð ðurlng the eloeed. .season eoÍìpete with the

other truo of eteamer witå a large;,gar8o sPqg.cr l.s ono rùloh is
e faot re-4tffloult to ËLetemlae wlthsut aetuaL exporloBo€o çh

nains the west ls hopefal for the suoeoss of the rorrto and. lt
ls d"lúfleult to alter tbe set oplnlon la regard. ts a popular

pgoJeet. If for no otber reason the rsute ls worthy of every

eonsicler,atloa fnom the Eoninlonl

ãO.
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$be queetlon of. pavf,gatlsn 1a the Stfalte w.a,s proìrocatlvo of

muoh argunent, but the quostlon of harbourage has le& to gsre

e,on-boatfstrs '{llgeugsion than any other phase of tbe ErrttÊOn Bay

Boute. llhls faet has, of eoupse, boen largely brought about be-

oauso tbere are two harbours, eaeh alJ.owing possiblllties of,

ðeve1opnont¡ anil eaob possesslng certaln atlvar,rtages over the

otber.

Ehe Erld.son 3eg Conpany haô ts a eertain extent eeed. both,

as I'ort Prlnce of, WaLee ls at the uouth pf the Ghuro,hlll" rivËr,

lühl1e Tgrt I'aotory" Fag on- BeaEo+:$olnt whloh separates the Noleen

aaè the Hayes rlvsr. It ls tnre that Tork Faotory wae thetr
naln pJ.aee for Loacllrg anð, Baloaô1,4g tbolr, supply shipe. ßhls

hovgvor wag aot that Tork,.was. sltuatedl at the better Loeation

fro¡n the standtpoinj'sf the fgqfle#g fqctl,ittes, bet rather that

tt pecqeesgû eertain acl¡rant-ages for the lgtorior trad.eç It was

the nsre d.lqeot, aadt cLoser loeatien for the fur brfgaðes whieh

generally aarno ttowq sa,ke l[nptpog andt thenpe to the sea by way

0f the Eayos River.

!h9 Seneral outllne of the batrbours oan be sse.n f ron the

aeeortrpanlrfng plans, whlle thq appearanco.of eaoh ¡l1th tbelr

Bahrral ad.vEntages apd ülsaüvantages w111 best be gleaaedl from

the woräs sf the vatrlor¡.s peopLe who f.nvostlgatocl thetr possib-

illties.
Joeeph Eobson ln 1?52 d.ttl not entor lnto a tLisaussion of

thelr r'oiù,&ttrYq BeritË. Eo morely notl6Es tbat, tsthe solI about

¡-tri¡-- -... --..'., ..-'-
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lsrk Sort Ls uueh bet.tef than that at 0'hursh111 rlverrç fn fact

tbe 0bureh111 harbour hEA nntlL guite reeentl.y alwaye beea

lgokeå u.pon as the sure telulnrle of a raiJ.way runrqlng to the Bay.

Dr+ BoLl ln 1894 bsè testlfleil in answer to tbe questlon to dles*

crfbe Pæt Nej-son:

!![horo is ns sueh portq Sot;wlth-retqaat*pg that 1t lq a
4aEe frogrentLy usert I dp :lot }m'ow where to loeate lttr.

Sþe $e,mg attftutle c6omq t'o heve been þsIð by tboso who were fn-
terrogated. befope ths Sqloet Ooruhil$oe of the trfianltoba Iregigl¿-

turor Sqlter Efokeon wbo haô'beên'¡rltb the Euûson Bay Gompqn¡¡r

for twenty ycars, statetll
s0þ¡ryohfL1 is the qnly reaL harbour known tp me on the west
eoast of tho Eqûeg.BtB Dayç ThE Bther ss sail,e,ü harbours.
as at Yor{ Faoto:ryr being 9n1y roadl.steadls of a ver¡r low
orðerr. ancl not always safsr.

At tbe sane tiue Êeorge A. Sayno 0. E. etated.¡
w$he har-bour a!. 0hrrrebitl ie eno sf tbo flnest I have EvoDgeo+t $ature has dl.oao so mueh for it tn the way of Þre-,seqtton frem utorn,anð. tn ûepth of, water, {r¡at äitboutfPrtþor; lnproveqegts it ts rttted. to tekå trank 

"stéãg-ilnutclqss ogean pOrtsü.

saptaf.n Çorctoa ln ,1886 wen-b thogöughLy tnto thg quoe t tsn of the
relative merlts of, tho two hsrbours. Í!o appreclate the question
bls arguments nr¡st be glven ln extenso. In.regard to Chr¡.rcht11

...he says

E[be eetuary ftÎp,l.f. lp-.aar!:sw, beiïlg gnly abor¡.t 600 yarrtsta wtðth:,::t: tþe þagin fg1 ånchorãeo,rtfth a aepin-õf--over fou-r f-athons at r-ow water, ig atorit rgoo-vãrãs northanö south, by_about 1ogq yqrüs:east ena wãÀi-,.;.; 'iãã-
þgtarp€.grorryg,is exoelt_eär, rh;-bõ1ió* terlls'ñå;'*ã."-f'bouglr the tl{te traaö,r ve5.v,napid.lt th+E neiböãã-r, 8ïr ep+,Â,eantly s.afs. o_rg. o, r ?. sári-'äããräUi-r; ;ãññätri sumeùfor a railroacl tennlaus. [h" ;;;;;Eary a""t_ 

"îurtt be
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saslly and. eheaply bui.ltr a4d[ tbe ðeqp watqq basfu enlargoð
at snal,l oostç Etgne ts,lyfng at the wateglg Ê+g€ réaðy to
bÊ Iald. i.nto tlqekfi ancl. plers, antt nqture s€€¡nô to have Lef-t
l,lttlo to bo tlone Ín oçd.er tó rnake thls a capaoious port
fLt fsr d.olrg buslnesE of groat magnl:bu,iltnt

Eis report sn Sort Selson was as unfavorable aÉ that of Chureh.

hl].L hail been f,avsrabl.e, Ee Ëaysl

F{n thlok wEather a shltr¡ 4¡,s"t k€€p n*gbt snt ln thtrtl fath*
6tsgi; of waterr of she Fey flnû hofseLf oergetl tn by th,e tlrle,
ryþea Ehe.oa¡rnot get ou! agaia q,._ç??'It lg rinritoubteðty traethat a ehanno* doq,g eãtet la the lead .cf the geLson rrver¡but fs both narrolr &¡r€ :somewhat tortuous, andl"wou].d. heve õo
be olosel.y buoyetl thlroughout ite entlre iength frem the an-
ohogago to SeaL Islandt¡-a dtr,staae€ 9f about-Ê? nautfoãiqlLes¡....o the coet of eonstnretlsn arfi, naintenanoã-of aharbou,r at thls pLeoe together with tho lneyåtab¡.e ifstÃ- eg4avlsatr-gg la ÀpþiãÃ"ni*ä ii;-""ã"-eiç"r-ãii-neã r"en ctonethet couldl_possibl_y b€ d.õne, to feaêer lt safe-and. eã,oess-1Þ19-' *oT1gr 

. ir !y oplnlon, - far outwergh tne oonãt*;iiã;of the artùitronar mireagg úegglrqd to ie.aoh thã il;t-;¡--0hurohllL.r.... r cons{agï fflat the eã{"á¡iy-ät tire l{eLsorlEtver ts one ór tna *e4 aqngerguÀ-phees tn tire"öoîä-;ä
:nlp¡l$.to 9o.,,.. :, -i.¡*_=õlri-rrny repear *v pi:ã"i;üiyerprosae! 9g_tnlqgr tbat-tbe getsón. rl"ver*iF no"põrt, o;;-"
Tould the or¡renèf-ture of aay_a,mou"t-õt-roããyi"Ë" it adleslrable pLãce for shippin!tr.

rt rrtll be Eeen thero is ns öoubt i.n tho ninrr of co$manôer Gor-
dlon as to tha rolatr.vo merlts sf the two porËsr

Ehe above oplnlon ls roprosentative of the generaL attltud.e
towarcls tho question. rn faat so prevar-ent was thls id[ea, that
spoculators alread'y hatt bought anËi. subaivid.ed 1arEe are&Ë ln the
vlelalty of OhurehLlL, ln expeetation of reaplng huge profits._ __¡__-E

In 9gtoben L909, however,,n¡[F. 1{. Jç Brntler, Deprrty Mf.nlster o.g

FÉ¡llways anal canarer made a report basecl on the lnvestlgation of
::

Èls oai ef, &ngineer¡ John Arostroqg andl which- was ðireotly at
verlanoe wt'th all previous reports and. whlch affocteil raaterialry
tbe whoLe polloy of the raurfer govonon€nt ,ln regarr'. to tbrs



failTlay.

üt¡,. 3s,tl.er Ín a gomewbat 3.engthy report goos ulauteLy lnto

the relatlve mortts of tbe two, a,nt[ tloee nuoh to eon-vi.nco the
i

reacl.er that he hae arrlveü at hls esnelugions, only after e&te-

fuI studly. ln regar<l to 6hwqh111 he seys¡
..

t$he area aüallab].o fo.r tow¡osj.te a.r,ril raLlway tlevolopnaet
w-aË founð to be v€ry *,naclequater $he weste,rn siri[e of the
lagoen Ie praetfoallú fnpostfble for rallway aeveloproent
aað tbe area, on the oaster¡r sld.e le ver¡r restri,steô.

-å't tbe present tlge the atrea roqulred. for termlnale
ugeel at Fort wtl-I4's'm- antl, lort arthur iE about 6se aqreÊr,$peþ a+ atrea s,Ê,aggt b_e had except at a very great expenåe
?-t Dort thqreuitrl 1n lees than õnreo or fsär-àileE fronths_present harbour .o.... Port 0hureh111 has ofien-uãen

. spoken g{ ?s a flaè natura.L-harbour. fhts n"y te. tnre fôna very llpltgg.Tu*beT of.ships, rwo or rhreãl"rii rããpr"e-
J.n view _thg obJ_eet of this räute, it *"y-tã-å"íä to be noharbour but rather a brea,kwater..'

[he basln ln whlch sh{ps eoulcL riclø 1n shelter behlnttthtE break¡uarer wsrfla, ryraolieariy ari-nã"ã-tã-tã -ãäuäÄää**
gut, g.n{t ey95v indloatir"-rã, tnät-îrri;-;;"iä ñåou ro bocl.one in qo1tdl roek,

lhe waters at the-ent¡an6e._to tlg harbour is verydleop e 
.4 {}e,ye- the rurÍ-i[rã'ããtñ or tn-e-õããää Ãrcuetg, entep,, rhdfepy ef'rrrns I särC. t-afãùgùãü-iüe 

-ilÃ.i¡nor
whi.eh nev somewhât nassnvõnlenoã-a, Èhíp=i;ãäi"g*åtï'ão;Ë.
, Ât gþP- tlgqs the..gçmeptg are verry strong, n"ordlerl.ngrt. tusregFsipre- iãi åqitbr"ã-b;r ãîio"e.poweredr shlps roenter the-.åerb,orlrr, strg *i"dns il;,-bñt-;i;;-ä*ãät*" a serdious conaftron 9f affarrs ;bãã inã-nä"uo"i-rã-i,îii-oË Iä:wb-en tbe heavy ¡,oe bâ¡sft lä-Ffàã,È *F-ilïpã-çñirre-ã4[--'oq.ry-eaees to rtrn bsok:eaÊ. fsrtA in tËe 

-hdb;d-ãt 
tb" rateef sÍx or _elg_ht mi,les ir; ãõtli; it _ig evtåer¿t $oqe .xtraeuþstaatraa Íorn or eoåsrrunïlå"-ùrir tå-;ä;-dñ ì;'-*withstana thls.- -- -

' Eþ.e 
^shuro-.hi1L 

ntveT,-yh_1J.e it may be varuabr.e aÊ asoqrse of.powõr. is not*lrkeJ.y, to eoui ircnlut-ãïrã.äe*rteqnnürlsatisn by waterqi :-e --

ßo Iûfr B¡rt1en on the othef hanð por.t- Selgon has all tbo actvan_
tages of a aat*raI helbour. Ers report aoneludes in regarct to
thls harbour¡

q(R
l/ata



FSbe area a.rallabLe for to¡4st&o lBè ,I?llwag.termi4a,L
aãÇãrãpùã"6.waé rouna to bg praoti,earlq,:ry11T1leô on
elther- sid.e of the Nef.soa trlver_or on both sld'es . . . Q.

Nõ; tná noutU of the: rtver at ,Bgeoon B-q.lnt a sboa.t- oB

iö"d|õtã-ñúãoe-tue-¿op!b of water fa11s te about 1?

ãäãt 
-ãt-iôw ttrèe altho.Fgh a narrow cleeper eharuoel

äpõã"is tó-exiqt at eltñeq sfittor- Inqid'-e. the- lqr.the water
ô-eãeããs to ,sqgþ'as eo-fgq-t ?Pq e^öept4 ef altge$ na¡'
U,E ãsr.rf eü fóri eúlsaq¿E of 1.â ¡ufles fres QeAeon Pol4t r Be-
yma thfs t'be wãter ÊhqaLs to 19 oq :8o fegt.at the Proq
äseeü dLook efto Eqms L6 ntl,ee f1qB BeaeoS,-Po1+3.- Tflth tbe-onan¡ef properl-y.bu.oyeô anril n¿rkedtr !aÍ sLip llEely-to oome
to EudtsonrstEay'ñay safely onter Netrssn rl,vep èrawlag fron
Ê8 to Ê4 feot bf water for I8 hours out of, 24o

0snstrle'nable êreitglng siLl be requined. 14 th9 chqnneL
aqar tbe prapossil ltoeks aña to prqvlôe a teËnlng baÞln anil
qnohqrage- foi Lseillng sblps , .. . . . . If the reute lE suEÉ.r*

Esefül It wflt nrobatty "ls,e 
-requtrre the dtreüglng of a

ohar.qoL through the outar bere and- the remova]. of sone shoal
,spQts ln tbe lnn-er e'hanne1.

,!Bhe, nat:erXe1 to be ôreðþett ls eLay andl oar¿ Probably be
ilone by suetlon dt*reûgqs. at a v@y low oost .. e r ? r 4t ebb
tütte ths strpngost oufrente_are ebout 9ù nttes Xler hour.
.Sron the Eudleoá,Rsy.6onpqriyl$ resordls at lgrk Faetoryr aBô
other rellable autbor"ltlqs, ft trs appar"ent Bort Nolson wålL
be avalf,.abIe at least såvé& sonths ãáob y€ar, ancl poesf-bIy
etght noaths ln faver,a'b1e,'sea,gonÊ rriçi¡ the bes! ar¡.thor-
lties pl-eees that rsf 10hurch111 at aa averege of about flvo
noatbsr' eom:bimos f,a11.1n9 to a l-lttle oqer fou.r monthE, wlth
gseasionsl 1.os blocka{iles ðurl4g serntsgr nsatbg, Bsrü NoLEon
1s sltuatert at tbe nouth of one of tho l,argest :rf.vor,s f.n
the woriL,t elr¿ one whl,eTl., some itey p.ay be oonverted lnto a
hfghway for sbtps lnto the i¡¡tenlorF.

[,he above r.eport although d.ireetly. at varlanee blth praatleally
all ptevLonE oplnlÉins of the h¿rbor¡¡s, evld.ently tupresseit the

liberal reglme of the ôay and. when the work wae aetually starteil,
the survelrs rrere maôe and. the line prooeetl'oil tswarcls Port Nelsoa.

EoubtE wâre not,aq yet ooupretely alrayecl, ancl after the general

eleotlon of 1911, whf.ch brought lnto po\rar a CoEeervatlve gov€rr-

ment a balt was maile for conslôeratlon of thts san¡e questlon.

Ehat the rleelslon sf the L¡trbeæal govs"nnent wae adlhoreð to was

6ð.



largel-y Þeeauee of the irytrlraetloaþll"lty of ohanglFg harbours

af,tef tbe amor¡nt of work üo.ne on Sort SrLssn.ã? Eg.'i"'$flr-eh Agtb

of tbe saü¡e year boweverl 'I[rr Coshra,ne stateü1 
]ßhore 

1g nE

öouìt Seft'seLson 1s the better barbour of the twe¡ þu.t lt Ïrô'11

eost moro to ôevelop lt*r tshe goverunent alÉ"O ttlê pot ega&pe

the sb¿,rge that eJ.tertror motlves hatl oaused' the sol'eetio: ot

Bort- Selsopo {r. .{. ¡. $ggwLes ln tho session of tgl+ ã8 claim-

ect the looatlen of 'tþe terui{naL was not tlecld ecl on the no$ts

anel ttemerltq of, t,he two hanbeutrft. I[P. 0sehrane boweve'r ritenledl

thts statlng tbat the Lanil hat!. been wttbd.rawn for balf a nlle

èBch sidlo sf the traok as,we].]. as for two mlLes whe¡re the twn*

slte ls to be-locateô.

8b1s ænðltlEn of lnüeeision ln thought, altboqgh not l'n

aetlon, contlnuedl d.omo tlrougb,,rall tho yeare sf, bullùlng act+

lvlt5i,:. When the whoLe questlog'*"s neope4eiL by the'seuata
..

Onqu.lgyrgf tr9ã0, the oo¡amlsgion fetrt thts was a EuestÍ.on upon

whlcþ mtreh nigbt yet be salilr Shey reporüoð fn pAnt¡

WEqr eonptssloc took a large anount sf evltilenae regar'êtng
the relattve se,rlùs of the trre w-este¡.u' Borts¡ 0'hUfohtll
a¡rit'Itxelson.anðtberewssqgnelðer¿.bledl.lverg8.nCIoofoplu-
fsa aeogg tne Atfferegt vltnesseq es to whieh sf the two
should heve been se].eoteðS.

IollewlnetheseütfforeaeesgfoplFlea¡anclafterwetghxngthe
eviitenee the only soacluslon they fel.t tbe¡r could. oono to was¡

Ggerq tþe aonmlssion adlvlsgE tþe appolntutgrat gf p comlttee
of egstneeps to exanlge tho neLatlve msrLts of the two

g7
Eon$,rab].e Ffaük OOehrgne, ,fan.L5rLgLâ. FI bave ts eay were-lt

¡ret that'the roufe had. been surveyád., antl tbe rqadl ]-ooateô anô
tne eentraet Let¡ I Wor¡trfi,'4ot, wltn the lnformatlon now befofe
ute, oonsiôor"that the trOoatloú was tbe best oas .....e I flnd
1t too Låte to alter 1t*.
6QDont"t; *"*"rdt - pas. 6g6.



harboure Q a e Ç .. trp the meagtline, the 3-aytlg sf_ rails
csuliL be eoupleteil ts Selsonr.ffi* !n?t port coultL be usecl
for fhe presãnt tn lts preseRt state{q

the exa,mlnatlon of the evlctenae 1n regard. to this question

leeves tbe reatler 1n a stato of perplexit¡i'. It harôly seems

possl.ble that the earller investlgators shoüld. have boen so

bl1nê to the tlofeote ef 0burehlll or the aclvantages of Pôrt

l{elssn. ,â,s'a result 1e, 
feel wlth the ßenate Oonnitteo thAt &

mor,e thofough lnvostlgatlon neeös to be macle befo¡e it can be

d.eflnXte}y sett}eô whioh barbour wornlè be the better to ôevelop.

It ls one of the questi.oas of the i[ag, whoreln we flnd'

bu,],,vory feüË neutrals. Almsst everysne whs bas been çonneotedl

wtth tha clevel-opment of the route, o! beoome lnterested. ln it,
hae beeom@ a vlolent partiean ono wey or the oths¡'-. Current

Oplnlon Seelos as sharply ôf,vlüed. on the question as lt has been

at any tlne ln the pest!

Ðhe Ilne howevor baÞ now been tlevelopetl beyonri KettJ.e

Baplðs, whlob 1s tbe laet potnt whereln a d.Xvergenee oan be

![aôe, f,or an extenslon to 0hurchill. Ehis wo¿Id., it 1s hopecl,

elther rtlspose of the oLcl eontroversy or at least roS"egate lt
to t-he r.eaLm gf, aaaclenie (LleeugsLón. Whother thie hope lE to
be f¡¡lf1lLett however ls as yet a d.oubtful qrrestlon, Ehero 1s

at the present tlmo no absolute knowled.ge whether the port
l

englnee,rr qr6dler1ck Pal.mer, retalnocl by the Domf4lon gevorrimeat

for lnvestigation next year, 1s to report on the relative norits

sf the two ports-or whether he ls to oonflne bi,s aetlvLties to

ã8.



the best nethoö

after the f,ailure of negotiatlonq ln the early 90rs, tbe ¡v,bole

guestion waE left nore less ln abeyanee for a nrlmjen of yearsr

$he feumation. of the two rrqw proviaoeË of õag'katchewan antl Â1-

bBfta la Lg05, however ereateel a new lmBul.se to the qrrestion of,

the Enüsor-I,Bay route, Bqsk€ð by wester¡ opinlo'n, on l'obruptry

Attr1ù]n, 190, , trfir. W. E. &¡rgwLos, p¡oubotr f¡r SeFt Asqlnfbola'

movecl an a,meniLnent to a prevfoug notlon. [bis a,nentlment stated.¡

sln tbe opinioa of, thl.e Eouse lt 1s nrgen!Ly neoessary
that the lovoryneat shoulit take all poselble steps for tbo
EÞoefl\y oõnstmetion of a rallway to the shores of the
EurLson 3ayn.

fihe questlon was thoronghly gone olrer by western members Éinil

every reeson was stresseô for beglrurlng the work lnmeùlate1¡rr

flthoueh mar-ry sf tbe o1ô stook argnneBtg wgre brougbt fotrwancl,

the one wbish baü tho greatest weigbt was that sf gettlag an

,openlng to Ïlelleve tbe grai,n oongestion, whlob at tbat tíme

was beeouing aeute, She grain proÔuotlon for the tws or three

prevtous yeers hati Laereasedl at a greater trate tban elther the

storage or tran$portation fael1ltles sf ühe oou.ntrSr, anð. tho

inevltable result was as 'n{.fc $aowlos stateô. tt.I think I oan

oeptatni-y say not mo:rq thqn g6 L/gfi of tåe wheat grown last
geason ln Saekatobewan. o.... nasX$et been marketedls.
i 

She rclater ;1906-0? wqs ono rl4trlreeoåentEd. in the historSr of
:

fi9üU" Itree Press - ü[areh 9f ]-gP6, qontel¡ns an aeeount of
RusselrtEÌr411 | ¿L $anad.ian g,overnment engf.neer Brooeoellng tg
EuÌlson Bay to lnvestlgate tbe rne,rits of $hurohtl1 as a pont.
Ereeumably he is beiag setrt by the govennmdntr

gs
of cleveJ.opir¡g,lsel-Eon Harbou'rr- -

, Ehe
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the west for eo].cL, snow andl storny weather. ShEre was

aln amount of heËeËilfp er¡lerf.enoed by tho new settlens

pralries. flhis faot gav6 an,adtclltiona]- argu¡nffi.t th¿t

strossedL a gooê d.eeL at that tLme. It was hopeð the Eud.son Ba¡¡

rall"way, by brlnglng Nova Sootla ËOal aLoser, would naterlall5r

relleve tbe fuel storage.

Durlng tho sesslon the Libetral party ¡lLeðgeû thomselveg

to ths eonstru.etion sf the foaû, tbrough the worôs of Sir Wi.L-

'fred- Î¿auries, .[fter Êq E. Foeter hatL assuredl tho menbore thet

the eàst was ln s¡rmpatby wltb the proJeot, Slr WÍl.freel went

on to say!

ItI agr€o '.... r that the tlne hÊg oome for the eonstru.stiea
of thls rai.lvre¡r ? r. ? ? c aarl tbat at thls very mo¡nent the
subJeot le engaging the attontien of tbe governmont ...!..!
I hqpe befope tbE end. sf tbe sesslon we w111 have sonething
to ôeolare upon the su.bJ oet'F!

[he sesslon sf ]-908 was one of the most inportant,lg the anmals

of tbe railway, as 1t was ðurlng tbls sesElon that the govenn-

moat reviseð fts whole lqnü pol.ioy ln the west in regarrl to
glvlng alô to railways. In the earl,y elgbtles the governmæ.t

hadl rese¡@]Ar all of the od.d. nr¡¡qberoril seotlons oæ one-half of
tbe total area of tho oonntry in ord.er to have a Lancl Besgrve

to ald the oonstreotisn of new rallways. Orlt of this huge

reserve oam6 tho Q.P.S, grant of twenty-five million acreg,

besicles othor grants to the Manitoba and. $outheastern, the

Ganarllarr Northerq, qto. Ehls polfey of 'courso was one lnlt-
atså by thE eonservatlve geve,rnnent and. he¡rce êld. not meot

wtth'the fElI epproval of, the ï¡l,boraLs after 1896r The ¡result ,

was, the T¡iber-altd.lfl not _g_"lvs new grents aftor thls roethoô

to a greator extont than wa,s n€eosearSr to firLlfll pred.ges but

a seft;
on the

waÉ

40.



as the oJ-d. grantsr werye eaÈneü, patente wetse lesueû, or for-

felteö lf ast earnetl. Ehis re$úteü ln an alionaflon of ]'ani[s

totall.lngËom6thlnty-gneorthirty-twoml]-].ioneeres,antla

Ilractloal o3.oslng out of the grants by 190?.

Ehe Eut[Eo.n Bay Ratlway haö beqn teneflttod. ts the extent

of 6800 eergs por mlle for the part built tn ManÍtoba antl 1å,800

ssree ![er nile for thet part bui]-t thror¡gh the terrltories,

in ss far as the MaoKenzie anil trfiann lnterests hað bullt to the

saskatebswan r,tvqE¡¡s rail,way now knorqn a-e tbe CIanaålan Nonth-

ern railTfcfr

In 1909 tb.e,re ,was a fe91fu6. tbat rallway ai.d.s wer6 aÊ

11ggent tben as at any tine ln the history of the weste Eenee

tJae Sonorable Fraak Olíver brought in a.rt anencl¡nent to tbe Dom-

lnion [anr1s .&ot J,n this Bêsgiop. By thls åÐsndment it was hopetL

to m¿ke pnovision fqr new cteveLoproeat$ Ln railway buililing.

[he method. of, soourlng thts ls lmportant as 1t reaoteö eo strong-

Iy upon settLemont oondlltions 1n the west. lPhe methoö can be
r40

bent explalael tV Mr. G-Liver-l s olm woreL€r. =-

tt[he Bi].l as lt was pæ'esentedl last Jrear proposod. to Pgettbe oase by what was:ealLetl a revival of the preË€mptisn
prí.vel-ege t t. ... lnEteatl of setting astrdle a eestaln &res
gf land to be grantecl to a raj.lway ootry)any ri¡oç. it wag
pr,oposeô l-aet year to re.V.ivg thç pre;enption prlvelege.
Ehat 1s to say f.n regarcl to eertaln eeËtlous to allow tbe
homesteaüer ts.buy an aåJolaf,ng quarter seetlon qt a f,lxeÕ
price qird.o,r settlæent oqntlltlons. tre belleveril that by
tne revfval of this prtvðlego wo woulö oreate af new souroe
of reventre to the Dsnlnion treasury that woultl be acLequate
tg meEt the respenglbltrttles which woukl have to be assunedl
by tbe ooastruotlon of t-he rallway to the bay . . ? ? ç. åny
nan ûo was entlt1ed. to a hsmesteað entry wsu.Id. have the

+L.
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prtv€l.ege of taktng up aÏongslôe of tBat bomes.teatt a pre+
ã*ptio"*for ïchich Ée woulô Pay tlrge öolIars a4 aore'
ilã;ãrt [o- tno-oã*protien of ãert+-i.n set-tlemeat ilutles'- -
il:;.- 

-ðr-*år.Ã-uäió-iúere 
wor'ldL bs a f,wrd. ereatoô suff-

i;Teåã coi'thã--pup-I¡òse that was fntentlecl to bo servedl'
*ã-piõpõÃãa {ó ärj.äw a settle,r rybo a}¡egtty b8ù.a home-
st.äá;'wt¡o hað àãrnea bis patent to_that homostoadl, to
ffi;-"p"'*,oiftãr quarter seêtioa of .1an$, a single qu,art-er
;õiroä rã thi; 

"'aser. 
to pay for it altl9arn hls.patent by

tñ-pã;fã,1"man¿ã oe sätttemoit ðuligs, P" havo tho two
ölãsËrs-tô tleal ni.th, tb.e new settlor wþs wsr¡.1ü be en-
tfdiã¿-to one free hómesteaû anô to pay for an aèJolnlng
pre-eaption, ancÈ the o1û settl.I rpho al.reaðy þaö a. free
åãueetäaA airA was aLLowod to take up anotber þonestea{t
Of, 169 aore6 on pa¡ment a¡d. settlonent sonðltiorLo r r ¡ ò o

[he night of, pre-emptlon was restrloted' !o tbe part
of the country i1l wnien the railways hacl nst takon the
od.d. nr¡mberedl seetions r... e. 1 speaklng la a gonera] w&1,
to the ¡nore oentraL¡ 'southor.|y pralrle area extentllng
from Mooee Jaw sn tÈe east to neer 0algary on the west
ancl from the lnteraattronaL bonntlafy ].lne oa the south to
ssuewhere near the l¿titutle of Satt].efortl on the north.
Wlthla that are&, the right to pro-onptlon woul-ð apBly,
boear¡.se, wlthln that area, the rallway oompanyrs had. not
geen ftt to seleet the od.tt nr¡mbered soottons ae, their
laaô grante .. r . q.l

She now settler, then, whs wanted. a p?€-emptlgn
had. to take lt south of the railwy land. grant or north
of the rallway laaô grant; tbe o1ð sottLer who walctedl
w.hat we eaIl ln thls Slfl a pu.rohaserl homsstoadl oou].d.
take that purohasecl. homestearil anywhere that he oouJ.dl.

llnrl lt.. ?. ? ? $he pr,g-emptlon provislon of the BlL1' oflast y€ar was plaeedl ln the 3111 for the purposo of eul-
sunlag ancl seeuring tbe buiJ-d.fn6 of,tho Euôson Bay Rall*w€ry' rt was plaeedL thore .ln the room and. insteaô of þheproYlslon whlch hacl been in the land.s .å,ot slnee l8gggetllng asidle a matter of 6rEO0'OOO aoros of northwest
Land.s for the bu1ldllng of tÍre ró,llway . .. . r . Ebis &and[
Ast proposes to repeatr it {1.e, the ôla grant)......

o,*{ estimats ls t},rat there are twenty-elght n11llon
aeres of lancL qubjeot to the provlslons ol tnis B:111r...rt would- theref,ore requlre thã ::s,ale af frve nirlisn'
eores of pre-enption'lands- to reallze the total estimatecloost of the 50-O Liles of railway r..... Se do not pro-
poge that the butlûing of the-rálrway shall awaj.t täe
saLe of flv,e allLlon áeros of thls lánit, but we *"rri tobe abre ts say to !h" pegnlo of, the eouåtry; tlrat'li weftnrl lt neossgsTv to p|ge$o the cleôtt og tÌïe aeutt Fy;toan stent to naise suff,telent msaoy to altl la the :¡äir¿-
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nrrg of tbe Erl.ðsor Bay Bållway, h_ere. le e nery s-ouroê ef rev¡
engê tAat-wîir-"ãriãîe-thøm ôi tne buregP-of tbe rosponslb-
i1ltv thev"tïãs-u3ããrtalre. We hope by thls p-roposition to
üã-åtrã*õä ;;"r. -thã ãarry oonst-¡ro-ction of the railwav,-a'nô
;ä ñ;ã ãiury-ôãnflaãnee rLar rbe bnrðen Ppo1l tbe seneraL,-
treasury ofîUe eountry wiLl not be thereby lnereaseô to tTer

a,mount óf ono sentn.

xn this way there was l.aunobeô thq enterprlso provlôlng for the

oongtlro.gtlgngf,theEuôsonBayRail.waybytheI,iberalgovernment.

In the sane session an ltem was lnoLutlo(t, by the $Enmtttoe of

$upply, for $toorooo.QQ, nto provlde for su'rv€y anô lscatlon of,

a llne of rail¡cay from the Saskatebewan rlver to Er¡.tlson BayH.

Tho flrst survey 1|ne was run on Septenber 14, 1908, anô

for the remalnd,er of that year ancl d.urlng 1909, most of the tine

Was sBe.nt qn srxrvey work. In the 191,0 sesslon we flndl an ite¡o

of hElf a ¡nilLlon to begin rsork oa the brLd.go CIrosslng tbo Sask*

at'ohewan rlver at the Pas. Îbe tentlers for this were let to

ltaeEenaie a¡lð Ma¡eg andl the 0anaðian ttounêry $,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,onpaqy at a eoet

of $e?grg?O.Oo. Bn the enrl of 19].0 we fi8dl. the saLe of purehasect

honesteadls anô pre-omptioas has bronght a totaL of over one anù

a quarter n1Ilion ilollars to tbe troasury.
.Durlng L9L1 the Bsr&en uinistry g4o into powor, antl tbls

lnevitably slackened. y¡ork for a tlme,. Ebe Eonorable X'raneis

$oohrane orcleretl atrI work suspàndtetl ln grdEË to ¡neko an invest-

!.gationl Westerz¡. nembgs $e're strongS-y against suqh ê oourÊet

and. largel.y ðue to pressur,e f,rom thls group, the Work was. o¡'ðer-

ed. to eontinue, aaÖ tbe tLesision in favor of Pæt NoJ-son up*

heJ.dl, aLtbough not wltbout some ntsgiving on the part of the

now Mfnister of Bailway ei,nô Sanaiü.s, 
4L
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By the tlne tbe sessl,on of 19L8-L5 was reacheel, eontraets

Ic^årthu¡ Company, for 418'5 miles ofbad. been 1et to the J. D. Il

tbe rai¡flayr anð of thls seventy tolles haô been eleareô allð flf-

ty mtrles gradletl. Wtth an item for four anð a half ml11lsn ln tþe

supplles for thls year, the coupLetion of the rsed wlthia â Fo'r

sona-bly near future tlate seetseü Éssuäetl.

gppositlon to the roadt was by u.o neans aLlayod as V€t, In

thls sesÊlon we hear the openlng sbots of, a f¡rEil-lad.e tbat well

ntgh put a stop to the whoLe proJeet. [4f. Getm,an, tbe menbqr for
.Eef.fad,, mad.e an attaak on tbo roaô usfng as his basls the p€fenn:

la1 favorlte * the r¡¡navigablllty of the straits¡
nbat the stralts ane inpasgablo, ro boate wouLdl attenpt to
go through tboro exoeptlng for about three months of the
¡¡reÍ¡r. No lr.gunanee Gompany woulci insu.ro- themEç

Ehts forms the burd.en of his anô otber speeehos sf eastern Er€ü-

ber's. The al-tennative to the eastern mombers, dhro were ln oppos-

itlon ts tho seheme was the clovelopment of the gt. I¡awrenee wate¡i-

W&$o

Íhe year 1912 was one of espoela"L importanoe ln the history
of Manftoba ln tbo faet that the boundlarj.es wotre extenclEd. to the

preeent llmite anð thts has: a bearing on the Eudeon Bay railway"

in so far as the port ls now to be 1n a provinoe antl not a terr-
ltory. Âs a result Ontarlo antl Manltoba tosk issr¡.e as to the

axtent of Eont,ro1 over tho herbour aiea that eaoh was to have.

,T'his waË a quostton ovor whtch there had. been niany years of no-
getlatlons. In 1909 traurler hacl sent a üraft b111 te Manltoba

in regard. to the bound.ar.y extenglon. The boundarles wor6 to be

extentleel te praotloally the same posltf.on as arrangerlL tn 1gI2¡

li:
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but th,e Provlnsial ar¡d'ÐomlnXon governmeats eould. not, agree
:

over the a,mount of subslðy glven ln IleO of the nature'l re-

soUrees, hon.oe the r;¡vhole questlon was tlropped. for the tiue be*

1ng.

0n November 20thr 19L1, Sremior Boblin returnecL from a eon-

ference wlth ?remier B,orden at êttawa, wtth the n.er'rs that the

bounclary questien hadl been eettledl. 0n l{overnber 25rð, however,

$ir James Ifhltnoy la spoaklng for gatario stated. tbet the natter

we,s not fl.naLly settleð. as Qntarlo hoped to have a port sn tho

Euûson BaVr Ehe next step was wh,en the Eo-popablo Bobert Bogers,

reprEsqntlng $[enltoba anil the Eofrotrable Frqnslg $ochrane for
Og,tarlo grriçódl at a seul*agreqea-È.ln whloh. 0a-barlo prgpoged. ts
havo Port l{elson a jofnt por.t, bS having the bounrtary strlke the

Nelson rl,ver ten ml,les from tbe moath and. tb.en let 1t be tho

d.lvldlng llne to thp gay¡

fþe Bogere - $oohfane agreoment d.ld. rcot neet the apprsval

of etther lrenier Bobltn otr the western nembers 1n tbe Ðqmlulon

Eouee. Bbere were two reasoas for thls¡ ln the flrst plaoe the

whole mouth of tbe Eayes rLver would. be in Ontario while at tbat
time lt was thought the harbour conetruotøð woul.cl be on the sor¡.th-

saet sld.e of tho gelson rfver ancl. heneeïCIntarl,o soll.
rt11' Fobruary l'ttinr191e

when Sremler Bord.en announ@-6tL that Qntarlq rcas agt te have a port
on the Ba¡r oa the {elson gr Hayos rlvers, but was to be glvon a

s-trip of land flve nl1es wld.e, beglnnlng on the bounclarSr llne at
alry point Qatarlo nay ehooso, but tbe total strlp not to exeeedl

f,lfty mlles ln length and. end.ing at Port Norson. rf churehilL

46.



Tres to be ohqÊen as 'the port then Ontarlo may havo lf she r[ishes

a rlght of way two huni!.reit feet wltte from Port Nelson to a iun-

etion on the Euctsonr s Ba¡l railway ancl nrnnirg rlghts over the

roaùr Siits soJ.utien uet with much eppasltlon from the eastenn

CIntarlO members¡'hut was approveù tn general by the llbora1s

frorn weste5n Onta.rlo and. Manl.toba antL as a result there wasi a

oe1:taln faIllng away of sone rgembers from tbe rækS of the Irl-h-

eral party. [he bill passecl iSs third. reatling on March 15tht

af,tor a goeù d.eal of obstruotion fn tasties by the memþers of

Sastern $anâcla, vltro brought up amendnent aftar ameaèment. She

Menltoba BoUnd.aflas Extension Lct 4& became law on ApriL lstn

L91å., tho sa,rn6 tlate as the Ontarlo Bor¡¡rctaries ffitenslon Aot 45

andl .the Quebee Bounðaries Extenslon .Aot, 46

l[here ls nothing in any of these Acts about the a.rragge-

nent In rogard. to the tflve uiLs strlp* antL as far as heow4

tt wa.s ðea1t with by the Ðepartment of the'Interlor, by glvlg¡g

tttle to tho terrltory lnvolvedL on the same basis âs a piece of

prlvate property¡ thls tf.tle which ls und.subËeðly hold. by ,

ontario tod.ay. 46a

In spÍto of the opposltion the work eontinìLeil 1n a very

satÍEfactory Esnn€grr By the sosslon of the wlntor of 1914t

there wero 86 miles of steel latd. a,¡¡ù 1ã? mlles of graôlng ûone.

44 Z - GeofgoT - üÇga.45 Ê +GeorgeY'.¡ C.40r46 2 - eeorgeV-cr45.l
46a rg¡u tfrve nile strip¡ however, was grant:ea to fT¡e poooià".-t"
to a"raltrway eorporetiqn ancL with no rights bgt thsse of eoonomlo
gr,mershlpllr- $-hesten Ifartiú - Sanad.a and. its Provinaee - Voltrne 19t
page Lã?.
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But ln splte of tbls tbe year on tbe uhole was a ra-ther d'ls-

eoug.aglrl8otrocOn.sebruaryS.l.thofthtsEess-lotlanarraisnnent

of the goveramentr.s poL1€å$l: was nadle by Mr. a. K. Maeûoan Of

Eallfas. Eo ohar,geil tbe goverupeat wLtb oarølessaess ancl nalail-

nlntstratlonintbeconstruetlgnoftheworkanôtheforwarülng
of eupplles !n eon4eetion wlth Sort Nelson. Whether thts obarge

hatt any f,oundlation or not tbere at ].east was much of an unfort-

unate ra;ture eOnneeteö wlth part of tbe opotratlons' So carry

suppLles to Port. Nelson the Sover4merrt hað a fleet of shlpe'

DBrlpe 1.914, two Of theee, the !€earonsel anô tlæ) talettel met

wl,th ulçfort¡rne. [he lgeaneusei was a totaf lose and' the

!Ålqtte¡ wae baðly ôa,magecl. Shere ÌveFe of course ¡outual ro'

erlnlnations on the .paI.t of tho tlepartment ancl tbe captalns

as to tho responsibillty for tbe tlamages ðone. the attitutle

gf the Ðepantment of Rallways Ìras o4pJ.ained. by nûr1 Ogebnafr..4?

nI &ey Eay thq steq&er Searense.,ls a total loss ow_lng t9
Its oün eäpta{n; nney arrlveril there s-oryetine Ln the
ävantng. . .1 . , flhe eeBtrltn starteå, of { ln -tbo- mçnûtrEg
wrfnouÌ asklng the oaþtaia,sf the åoatlla for lnfornatlon
i+++r, lht Çoarensels \Flrefegg wee o.ut of co@1s6ion
'. . . . . i he wEnt on wlthout talrtng . arly sound-lngs at a1'1
? !.... he d.ld. not go whgro the buoy-s rrelre r i i . ¡ In
referenee to tho ?Aletto'r 0aptai.n Ffeekley tells me
Oaptai,n Rqbenteenls boat-ls hust throngh hls ounr fault
t . e ? r r be gave too mueh ohaia whlle swåpglng -to ths
tid.e at sleek wator r..-.r. I¡aten when re-sntering Nolson
rlver wlth tho .Àcaå!.a followlng her lnto pert as a oonvoyt
0aBtatn'Rqbartson¡ for r€asons not yqt e4ptreLneilr tu]u.ocl
hls vessel about antl ren ber agrounrilr.

$hs oaptains of tbese vesseLs roputqè these assertlons laylng

tbe bJ.ame chiefLy on the J.aok of a1ôs to navlgation etc,
'ffhat the rEal reason w111 remai-n probaìl.y more o¡ lesst a matter

47
Ðonlnioa Eanearcl - 1914. Page 619.
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of eonjeeturo. Even ln l-916, XII¡. Reið the å'atlng Mlnister of

Rallways was sble tO rafer to the aeolclents as ïtwo vossels

clrcrrmstanoeswbichhaveneverbeengast away at Ne1son, und'er elreumstanoes

satis faotorilY erp1-ainecLn .

In faet the¡e ls mueb Inore that ls unfortunate tben app@ars

at tho ffrst gebûtng sf these losses. whethor there w&s anytbtrng

of a sintrster $Fff,u¡r¡i' in regarð to the aeeltlonts probabl¡r neYe[

w111 be à.Etermlaetl, yet MF. $oqbfaue in 1915, 1¡r speaftlng sf
48

them stateô¡ -

$I qn eattefleÕ tbat both those boate tha'rt lvere ].ost wore
ðelfboratfey-etranáðð. Sbat ls a stroag etatement to make,
but S an sure I am rightrr

tvea lf tblE !s not tnre, the lupressien that such Ls the oase,

oertaín}y exlEts anð that is almost aE òarnaging as the aatual

faetç It has plaeeð suoh a sti.gna on etr¡posxtion taeties, tbat

tt forms on6.of the strongest reasons for conpletlng tho roað,

ln oriler to remove d.oubts ln that there has been tbts kLnü of

obstntetioaiEt praotlee.

Besiües the above phase of the quostion, there remains ths

obvlous refl.eetlsn that 1s cast upon Oanaclian englnee,ring. llhe

hsrboun work tloes not presqnt aear'.ly as d'iffloult problens gs

gontinuously oa,xne u¡r ln the oonstrye-tion of the 3a'ng'ma 0a,nail,

and. other englnoorlng works that are being oarrieril on tn a1].

par,ts of tho norLd., I[et the rchole affair gives an Xmpression

of lncoupotentey. It aLeo noecls the aclequato completion of

the roaô a¡adl harbour in orcler to vind.lcate 0e'naÔian egglnoer+

lng.

48
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It !s !n fact very unfOrtunate tbat sone vo1.yr regrettable

whloh the above is one, has ernblttered. the wholei.neitN.ents, of

tgsue.

Mueb orlttolsn was l-eveLLed. at the Department of Bailways

over the purahase of the $.gg "Kutbleeallc As¡tbere were no

ôooks "at that tlno, tbe ear'goes of the vessels baô to be taken

to lantl by llghters. Sbose wero Êeows toweð by a tug. flhe

dlepartment hott bougbt for thls purpose an gxtLo,bster tug the

ÍEathLoenl!. As this tu.g b,adt a slpeetl of nlne kasts an bour, andl

ag tbe ourrent of the Se1son was about sqven or eight haots a¡''..

hour, the possibliities of eonil.ennation frop tho oppositfon

bencbes ea¡r be easltr-y approcf.atedl.

By the tlne tbe L915 seseign haril arrivod. 214 mlles of stee!

had. been ilattl, but wtth the aôvent of 1916 we ff.nd. tnå Ueglnning

Of the tenril.ency to sLaoken up on the work. [his reaetion to

tbe prevlons sufflrt, ls ohleflSi' clue to the changecl natlonal out-

I.ook oaused. by the wÐrr Besltles tbe bentllng of aLl energy te

the proseeution of the war, it was'felt that there was aot the

ñame neeessity for the roacl. .As a graln route lt was not so

irnperatlve wtth tbe opering up of the Unlteô States narkets.

[be oo],onization question also aseunecl an entiroly d.ifforent

aspeot with tbe älying up of tbe natural solrroes of lmmlg-

ratlors.. Work however was aarrieril on dlurlrg this year anð al.so

ðurf-ng 191?. By June of, thts year the ralls be,ö been l.alcl as

f,+tr as nt].e g52. Ehle was tbe crossing of tho Ne1son at Kettle
expend.lture to tbe completion of the roacl to thisBaplès. tho

Blaee noïr reachedl SfgrSAgiOOe.OO, and. wlth a further amount

or Saroloroo0.oo, expend.edt on,the har,bour, we have a totatr o'f
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$_fe;fffro00.O0, as tbe cost sf the'rostl a¡rd teroi'naL up to thls

rlate. {hls lassenlng of lnterest was also lnf1uene9ö bV the

report of Draytoã 't .û,ewerth - Smith Goqrnission. thls- eempisetron

hacl been appotnted. to lnvestigate the entlre rallway sltuaûion

1n Se:raçla. Ebls report we,s pessinistio la the sectlon referflng

to the Eud.son 3ay Railway.

Ehls repor.t s-Ûeüeü ln regartl to this rallway as follows:
r¡ntl if work sn tbe line is begun agala we thinh it shouLd. be
d.ôae ln the msst esononleaL Sa4¡ron pogeiblet enô only up to
tbe stantlarð 9f a loca.l ].lne, bearlng ln ¡qlnû that it oanngt
be expeete(l for many yea.re tO eome tO bo se:Lf*Etrpportingr
$onslðerlng the suall aôlvaatage ln rall m-tleage from the graln
growf.ngareao, whleh tho Eudtson Bay possasÊes Eyqþ the oxiet-
ing routEs to Bort Arúhqr,, anè that f-rgn nany dlstrl.ets ft
pstsgeÊsqs uo adlvantãge *t aLl,; Epnsiùoring ftrrther tbe short
'aail unoertaln perlqd. of navlgatiôa tn the bay, and. that gral.a
'ognsis4eð ts Psrt $elson wfll conscrquontly al,wa¡rs be llabLe
to be ril.etalned. there for nine moaths tlfL navlgatioa ls
agaln epe4odt¡ s.onsld.erlng that htgber og6an frétghts nay be
expeet_etl to absorb_ grly pogsl'b].e_ savl,ng !n rail rates we ean-
nqt belleve that thls route wtll a.rqr secuTe any sgrlou.s
ehero ln the export tratle. Stl]-I ]-ees oan we tirint thst it
w11L band.Le any nEportant businsee. IInless oonsl,dle$ab].e
mi.neral wealth shouL.d. ba tlfseovorod. ln the to¡rnltory whleht4is lino wilL op.en up, lt unstr E€ foar, oontf.nue ïo be
alnost 1n(tefinltely a-Ëurûen tlpóa the peóp[e of, Ga¡radlas.

Mr. OLlverts was practLca].ry the only voloe raieecL in support

of the proieot, anct ovon his citlef argument lvas more la the form

of an apology. llo hin lt woultl not be wlse to d.lsoontlnue work

when lt was so ne&r eompletlon.

Ðuring the Eesslons of 19,ì18 andl 19L9, the whsLe schome was

praetiealJ.y a ôeaô lssue !n the Eouseç Earitry a referenoe ls
macle to lt. All work ha.cl oeasecl- on the te¡mlna]. ln November of
¡.9L7, anil the work on the road in 19L9. IIp ts thls tlne $gP

mlLee of steeL hact been 3.aitt, anel fn the harbotrr, the artlfietal,

5O.



lsland bail been brrllt and. tbe bflüge eongeetlng lt to the naln*

Landl.

rn 1920 l'nterest bogins to revlvel thlp i'nterest comes moro

fron the outslðe at flret tb¿b fro¡n tho govornment olssfer:s. [he

yorkton Boaçð of Eraûe proposett to the M[niEter of Ballways, that

bonds be eo1ð.!a srtlEr to oompi-ete the roaril. Offl.otalclom ls how'

€ver es yet untoueÞeè, Ehe govomuents pollay was etated. by M1: r

Relð, the Minister of RailwaYsl

FS,þe govorEl$snt has. ôeeicledl that no-nore work 1+"11 be èsne
on'''thät (tfre E¡B.R.Ì êurlag the oonlng y€ar. Ijt ls tbe
l3tentton to -usq every effort to exüqndl bransh. ].lnes |t!o
dttetri.ote wh.p'tr4sottlors are muplr nùre in Evlôqr¡se, and- 1n
nuòn greate.r naqê ef nallway aonuunlBatioar '[he Euðqon Bay
Bellway wlll. therefsre stanô r¡attrl flna,4e1a1 oondlltlops
w1L1. pes-üi,t of trts resumptÍosnr

lralas wers nrnnlu6. ovor tbe roarl as fsr as nlle 814, aLthough

there was only one traln ovsrsr trvo weqks. !o keep this portlon

of the rgaù fn shape an lten of ffiO¡000+00, was Í.neluèed- ln tle
suppl,ementar-? llEts

Sho intorest thet began to çeglve fa 1920 assurnes ,rospeet-

¿ble proportlone ln 1-921, John .Ar GampbeJ-l the menber for NeLson

i.ntroåuoecl a rosolutloa ln tho Eouse¡

rflhat, 1B the òplnion of this Eoqee,, wsrk on the Hutlssn
Bay Rall-way whioh Tre6 corrtneneed- 1a 191O antl eontlnueð ts
the enê of L918, sbor¿].il Þe resu¡neel as eafly thls Jreer as
possibJ.e, aaô the proJeet esmpleted. wlthoet any fu:ether
äelayrr.

Debates of eorlstÊgrable 3-ongth took placo followlng the resol-

u.tlon. It ls to be nstett that tþe western roembsrs havs ehangeô

their positlon Xn regard. to the argurnents f-of the rsatt. Ehe

ùeveLopment of tbs aaturel tresoureos ls the prl,ne oongfÀ eration

rather tban transportatlon faallltles. [he faot was that the
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inoreage !n graln procluotlon tllct not @)me at as great a rato as

was antlolpated. ln 1906'8.

Íhe gevernment waÊ unsynpathettc ts the prrojeet howevor.

Erpenses hað be€n growiag Srqar by year, ancL tbe Canaülan Natlon-

al Rallway systen was responslbLe fsr a conslderable portlon of

tbts, In 1910, tbe total money vote of the aountry was bbout

$fgOrO0Or0OO.0O. [his, ln 19¿],, had. lnoreaseö to $fOOrOO0'000.00,

of whtoh #ffOrOO0r0O0.O0, harL beon ln oqnnqetion wlth tXne ¡ralI-

way systemç 0f tbts $eor00or000.O0, aLone vuas for ôef,lqtts of

the rallwå¡re Eastern Canatla felt that this hadl been largely

clue to oVerôevelopnent of tbe west, antl that tbe oast was now

eaIlecl upOn tq pay for sone of the extravagango entefe¿L lnts

beoause sf wosteún enthusiasm, Âs a result of thls we finil
eastern opposltion strch ruore cletermlnerit anct outspoken tLurlng

thls sesslon than ln sessioas ten years before. Finally an

anenåment to the ressl-utlon was madle, so that the reselution

shoulô. reaå - Éthe railway be resumecl as soon as flnanelal conn

d.itions permitr aßd that tbe pro$eot be completed. wltb the least

'possf.ble öeIay. fhe more raiLlcal feqllng fountl expr€ssioa J.n

the speesh of,.Mr¡ SampbelJ. when the ôebato was resumed. on the

amencleËt b1]1, In a sweeping oonôemnation of the whol-e gov€rrr-

nent poliey, he referredl to other erpOndltures, such as the ûry-

d.ook at EsqulmgLt the ÏÍelLancl ancl Ereat eanals ote' Nor was lt
forgotten that tber.e bað been a sale of twenty*etgh.t mllllon
dlo].Iars worth sf wostern ].ancls, a¡t auou¡et rùlch was praotlcally

Bi-ed.geril' to the oonstruotion of, the Eutleon Bay Ballwa.y. flgwever
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that mlgbt aegrtre fr.om lt ho wf.thdrew ltr fhrirs ln 19ã1 ô1ù

the 0onservatives shelve tbe qugstion of tho Errdson Bay fr,allw&fo

In IgEâ there was mueh rtf.soTrsslon ovef thE qlrostlon of

proeeed.lng at oac€ wltb the rallwayr aaÖ berboüPr or the altar-

native of waitlgg unti3. tbe flnancla1. sltuation luprovecl. Ehe

not resuLt however lu. uoney, was the item Of $4CIr000.00r "nto

take care of goodls ancl chattels at Sort Nelson bolonglng to the

governmesto'. [be $onate Report of ]-g-eL whlch'upö4 the whoL€ w&s,

favorable, was madle go94 l¡,se of, by the wosterq, membqrs to supB.i

srt thelr olalm to', have the roarit oonpLeteû.wlthout tlelay. ltor

the tf¡oe belag Mr. Steffaneqon!q proJeot ln røgarð to utlLlztng

tþo baruen trancle of the north by ralslng re!1öeer, ceribou antl

BtxÊk,¡oxen falsecl a oertaln q¡¡nou.pt of Í,nte. est an([ Tses sÈtaeû

upon as a proof that the landg eonttrgÈou,s to ths rallway may

possess a hltherto unknows value.

ghe agltation that û,eeb P-leee la 19Êå we,B ceFriqå en tn r9fts

wltb ln-CreqEeril Vehemeügq snð althoqgb no nonelr was vsted. fqr
qotuål new Gorrstnt,otlon, Giêorge P, Ggaha,n, the ^â,cttng Mintster

of Ballways anrxouncoô:

. I n[ am gotrng to eEk ny oollaagues to 41,].sw me tB brång
, tlown an lten for tbe purpess of beglnqigg tbe workr et

Ieast of putttng that 118 urtles la Eoeðltlqn !r!Çt. vrh.en
. that l.s'ôono we-w1,11 be fn a posltlon to cü.geuss yilhet ls

th6 a€st step'to takes¡

$be re-buLt of thi.s was a voting of ,S$601000.00, for erpendit¿

ure uBon übe exlstlug 118 ntles although only $60roCI0to0, of

this was aotually speut.

In f;gà+ the questlon was r¡aËle the, oocaelon of a vote of
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noa-ooltflüenoe ln the gov@.Tu¡Bent wlen Mr. McKðnzle King uovecl-#,#rËÆrr#rre:K::Çtffi' 
or rhrs Eo*e e, reilure ro

complete the Eudson 3ay Rallway means a serio¡rs loss to the

p,eople of T['estern'CabadLal, !,n anenönent on the notlon to go

lnto supply ls taken as e vote of non-esnficlonce. Shis yoer

þfought forth ar¡ inold.eat of muah lnterest Ln regardl to the

lOuto wlben'Stf¡ 6tevqs, the meabe5 fon Yanoouvêr 0enttre un*

eartheè a br¡¡adlJ.e of Letters betwegn Mr. Iutclaohlan a,nc[ hls ohlef

of whleb tbe tone, ltr regar(i to ice oonttitions antN. the hatrbour,

to say the Le¿et, wae pesglnlstlo. [hls for a.tlne strengthenecL

tbei,banðeoftheopposltlgnra¡xtlwsflnd'$Eohpropo,sa].sasthet
of Sir Eengy'Draytonrst

n wouLd suggeqt tþat what ou$ht tg bg.dloaer-woulil.be tq gXve
{ne ppojãel-an¿ ev'er-g oæ.U pãt Xnto 1t to tbe wost€r3. p[oY-
lnsoã that want l.to.

Shlg of couree brought fo1rth the lnevitable guer5r tf Ëthq honor-

ablo rqeuber aetvooated. the rsturn of the nstural tq"oorouu, on a

faÉfl.y equltable bastrg, at the same timew.

A proposltlçn qf mrqb. greater value was pg,dle èuring the

sossloa by ery.. Fvan-s, menber for $qskatosno, tbat Sort üe1son
I

be ¡neôe a free tradle port. Shls suggestlon ha.s musb, ln tt to

eo@en(L ltse1f. If as the gppoEltion etates, tbe streÍts are

"qnnavl.gabJ-e, there oa¡a bo no batrm d.onê to Msnt:rqa} antl stber

eastern ports. 0n the other hend. if the economle pressure of

a'noh*tari.ff brl4ge tratle to thls Bort, Progf, of thelr Bavlg-

ablLtty vsfll be establisbecl.

îhe seaÊon of 1925 d.id. not see much greater meterlal PTQ-

gress ln the st-qçy sf the 1rallway. Ínhe grant of thls year was
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saothor $øOOTOOOç09, for tbe foedl anA #4OrOeOr00, for the b¿r*

bour. the questiOn wae glven of qou.r$e a thoroggh ai.rt'ng 1n

the Eouse, a,:nd. al,though tbe noney erpend.f ture was mralL, there

Tûes a mor€ optinlstio note ln the speeohes of the western me&-

bers than there had been for yeefs, whf.Ie at the same t l¡ne the

opposition frOrn the membors of Eastern Garlad.a was not So pîoe

aounoedl.

Ehe presqq1lq of theee four or flve years prevlous bore

fruit ln 1926. flhere was a retune to old. tÍ.mes when an item

of thres mlllto.ns was lnolucLerl l¡r the Srrpply {iet. ShE results

of this ts not fully oompleted. at the tt¡ne of writlng, but nueb.

progress has been mâdle,. Ehe El-nestone rlver hao now been eross-

ect anril some twenty mlles of steel laiû. Work has boen eonfinetl

Sather to the roart than tha harboügr a,nô tt ma,lr reañEnaþly be

expoeteil that tJle r¡noonple-bed. sectlon w111 s,oon be a thtng of
the past ancl th,o ôrea,m of, haLf a eentury be ftnally roallzetl.
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- -l!Desor'iPtive

Àr 0n the Boatt to tbe Psr't.

Wf.th tþ.e heav|er apprspr!.atlons of thls last yosr or so '

therehasbeEnnotonIyextgnstr,vorepalrw'or'koarr1edl9n'but

therea1gebasþeenaðüeôsometweRty.twon11ogofRewstee1.

IÍlth tbo epproprlations of olght mi,Ills.n d.ollare wltåin two

¡r6ars antl sorfespondlrg oonstfuetlon any itesorlption n11Et be

at tbiri ôate XnconPlete.

When the work oeasetl on the raÌ"luray ln 0otober 1918, anô

qn the harlour ln tbo arntr¡OF ef L91?, th'e ralls hadl bEen lal"ð

ts mll.o gg$. [hls left a cll.stanee of gl mlles tO go before

tbe bay wlu be reacheô. 8þts trast sosttsn uas'gtraùEð hswever

anð reacly for the steel.

at f,lrst regular tralns rÊn over the total seetlon that

was bullt. Ag tlme went on, wlth no money wþatover bEtng spent

or the part alreaðy eompleteô, tbere was ntreh dleterloration.

.t tÍma o,¡^ n-li onstrtr.otton reeonmeneeclå,t tbe Bresent tlne or at least qntl]. e

a f,ew months &8o, a traln raú. every week as far as nile 82'

Sble Is the polgt fnom whleh tbe route leaves for the Eerb Ï¿a,ko

Mfntgg reglonr Frou mtrlo 8Ê to mlle â14 a trafn ls ¡rn ev€ry

two weeks. [be renalnd.€r of the ttlsterca through negleot has

reacbetl $roh a conil.ltion that ûraffto ovsr 1t çith a steanÊ eu-

glne hae beeome impossi¡f". llven as far aE mlLe 234, lt has

beoone lnpraetloabler eECt almóet lnposslbLe to travqtrmone than

abou't eighteen nfl-gs an hour, whlle tlnflng the boups of ôark'r
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ness traffia ls suspenðeð ontirery. $rorn thts Palnt ts the

enû of the llne at Kettle'8qp1üs, the ðtstrlet f.s serveô by

a traak mstor wltb a platforn butlt over i.t. If a person

wlsbos to reaoh the Port reesrt nu.st eg yqt be msde to oa¡roo..

It ls lnterestlng to note 1n tbls oonpeetlon, tbat the nan ln
eÞarge of !þe oanoes is a Mr. trr¡.ke Olg¡nens, nephew of Sa,mueL

0. ûlensr¿s (Marn Eweta) r 'llo the slghtsoelng tourist nuch o'f

the oountry through whloh tbe rsatt passeu, possesses Less then

the usual lnterest of a rallway through a leveL oountl¡r' [o
one who has ætbtrelasm bowsver., wbether hJ.s epthuslasm be of

mineraLs, ttrnbor on agrlou.lture ther,e ts mueh sf Latent trfessri

1b1L1tles to asaken hls lnterest. Aroq¡eô the Pag we hsve a¡[

agrf cultar,al oonntr¡r. qlthlu a sb.otrt tlne tþe travellgr.w!,Ll

f:qn füts a low sua,BpIr beLt, soveredL ïrlth na4y glaqlal boul,d.ers.

flhts type of lenttseapc oontlnres to about mlle gO. Srom mlIe

90 to apprqxf.mately rolLe 160, the swaep beesues l.ese ptreRorlae-

etli bu:t the solI ls as yat t,oq thtrn to be of any pnaotleal

agrteul.tulal value. Ât about mll-e 150, however, wo snter tho

agr1oultural olagr.bel.t. fbls i.s a pegion of about ten thor¡.sa,nè

squero nlls's, Èoheráeterlaerl by a hoavy olav sslI oatlfoty free
from bouLôers. 49 It ls not a oountry of the parlrle tppe
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however. rt LE eoveraô nore or less wlth timber. she tinber
fs not of great go@6r@1ai[ vaf-ue exoept as pulpwoodl. [here f.s

sotê blroh ancl pgpJ.ar, but there ls gr.eater abundlanoe of tcnar*
àe wlth the blaek spnrce ln the wctteri portJ.ons a,¡ecl whlte

nt *", Wm, Mglnnes- quotod. by J. .Ao .Tr MeKenna - ttfBhe Hurileen Bay
Routett. Page Pp.



$pn¿se in tho upland. regionn*

fho genoral nature of thls terrltory ear:. be gleaned from the

ahoyo photegraph" fhe view is that of the atrr station at

torrt'ova¡:t lake, mile 4?," [he type of forest growbh 1a quite

d.iscernab,le.

WhiLe tire mineral reglons aro not jt¿st a3-ong the }åne of

the ralJ.wa¡ao Sot the sbH-d of Fre-tambrien roek &ieb híd.es

the traees of preeiong minerals ean be seen at orre or two plaees.

ad-jaeent to ths railwayo Setweon milos 4å enô B0 are found.

outeroppings of this roek and. again between inile 185 and. â05.

From u¡lle P.L4 the eountry beeomes nueh less prouisi-u.g

from an agrleultural stand.point. fhere ie moro swamp and. rocko

l{ear. the Manitou Rapid.s oeolrrs one of the reaL muskgS sestions

of the l1ne. Ehe rails at present are earriecl. ovet' the muskeg

en a roek ff.lling" Ât flret a trestle work was used. but thfs
led- to a d.isester wíth a eonstruction sngin€* It still lies
tn the muskeg*
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ls hera aLso the Manltou raplils, mlle

flrst crosslng of the l{elson. At tb
of tho pretty bJ.ts of scenery of tho

2L4, that

Ma¡rltou

roacl.

we havo

brld.go ls

Ehere wt1l be

fhe ftrst on€

ssn lras to be

tben again at

needl of flve briôges of f¿lr slze on the roaå.

ls over the Saskatohowan at the Pas* thg Sel-
croesad twlce. I'irst at the Manitou rapfdls antt

tåe Kettle rapliLs, miLo ggã, tbe polnt at whleh
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6L"

eon$tru.Êtion *eased" Åt Kettle rapid.s e porson gets one of

the be*t gl-imprues of seenery of, the troad* Jr¡.st abovç the

briôgo jutting rosks nsrroc¡ the river so that the water is

eaugirt in a sort sf kettlæ beyon$u utrrd. from this leaps orrt

to the wååer seetion of the river below the led.ges "t roek*

ft is this appe&renee of the rapids tlrat gives the name to

them, lt wi.ll also bo neoessary tç build, struetures or¡er the

Ilimestone and- the Âlrhole rívers tç ceryy the ralls rvets

lhe twonty-two mll-es betwsen the Keitle rryid"s brid.ge and the

ï¡imegtone river ls the result of the paot soa,sons worlr,

fhe last lap sf the roaù pasÊos over temitory of a barrea:.

and. roaSr natune, ln the eeqiomp&qying photog-rap! the tortuous

ÅlrhoLe river is shewn v,tind.lng d.own to the }Ielsorr,

lntervonlng slxty miles ean bs s6en the mouths of
anû the Hayes rivers, s6p&rateê by Seae*n Poimt"

.åeross tha

the Ì{elson



Sart B. lhe tsort.

lïorh wae earried on at Fort tüelson simultanoous rr¡ith tÌle buil-å-

ing of the Line" fhere r,vas notu hoyüevel'o the saûle aniolrnt of

money expend-od. on the port ä,s there was çn tho raihvay. I[ot

only was thore noi the same net expenðitu-re, but there alsc

v¡as not as groat a proportion spent v¡hen cðmpared- to the total

expend-iture need"ed,, Tho expenùlture on the railviay has totaled-

$t+r g44rO00,0Ou ts 19Ê6 r¡¡ith an estimated am.ount of $ø,r0øn00û*00*

yst required. to' complete the lino"50 0n tho harbour the ex-

pond-iture ha"s been $Ore++rOO0*O0u with a fr¡-rther to'Ëal' of

$eor2O0oB0O.o0, to eomplete the work,

Port ldelson Eønnot be called. a natural hasbour, If rnaôe

OTte it v¡i}l no doubt en¡*ail- a heavy expend.iture" .From tho map

it v¿ill be ssen that the NelsÕn \vid.ens out to a v,¡id"e estuÌrary

at the entrance to tbe bay" îhe esturary is twenty mi-Les across

at its rnouth but narroï/s d-owir to about four anü a half rniles

at the point v¿Ìrero the port is located., rlhrough this estu.rary

wind-s the main ehannel of the l{elson, and, opposite thCI locat*

ion of the harbouro the channel 1s threo-quarters of a mile

fyom tho shore" fhe intervenii:g space has a tiåe fluctu-at'ion

ÐU
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rrlhe total already s¡rent on both the roaû anci the port is
l!}2r,189,000"00. that is w}rat the cou:rtry has invested- in tho
project up to the present time, - 0f that a¡rount ¡ä1419441000,00,
ttas-gone into the railwayu and- $ore++,0t0"00, into the porto
lhat ôoes not includ e tl:is yearr s estirnatelf ,

It will bo noticeü that the tcta] of the tvo expend.itnres gùves
$atutner00O*00u instoad- or $erâ189 so0Q.oCI,
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sf abcut thirteen feet, Eence at 10vr'tid-e tho rnud- bd;nks ex-

tend- quite a d-ietanee f,rom the beach that exists at high u¡ater

l-ineu rhe sloping banks anû t}:e fairly groait åifferenee 'Ì:e-

tinreen high and. lov¡ tid-es makes it an a]-mos,t imi:ossible task t*

have a harbour at tho shore line6

[]re d,ifference in t]re river ]evo]s can be bosii appreciateð

fyom the photograph. sfith the lov¡ tiûe the stea4+.ers are left

strenf,eô on tb.e mud.

tfhon the tiðe-iÀ "t irr. ruir again tÌæ'vessels will bo afloat.

fhe ctrydock in tho foreground- shotus v¿hat preparations have boen

mad.o i.n the past for harbour d-evelopmont

About three-guarters of a mile from the sho::'e horvevor there

existe a natural sand--bar and. this Ïias been utiLiøed- for the

loeatl0n of the new ûocks" Thls islanÔ is to be surrounûeð

by a crib work and fi-Ilsd. wi.th material- d"red.ged- from the bottom

of the, rivor" Ås it ¡vill need about eight-hund-red. feet of

dred.gir:g to make water üeep enough for tTre vessels from the
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rhann€l to the ccib siåsu thore wåll be a d"oubl-e value to the

l-ebouy" -åt the present tims there is part of the erib wosk ceim*

pleted. at the islanån anå the work ha,s advancod. to sueh a stage

&s ts be read.y for the sinking of the eribs wlrich will permit

the eonstruetion of the deep water d.oek faeing, aeeording to

ther Eonorabte üharles -&o Ðunning, },llinister of Railways antL

tanals, There is still a lerge amount of d-red-ging to d"o some

5n4?0r000 eul¡ic yar&sc

\:i¡hon thls work is eempleted. 1t wlLl not'give enehcra€e fCIr skrlps



eal-Iing at the termlnal, but wllL glve acoomod'atlon for lsaû-

lng faol1ltles only for ten ?000 ton shlps havlug a draft of

twenty:-slx feet. .a,nchorage nu.st be obtalnetl. at a tLlstanee of

qbout twenty-!65r mllos from the proposed. elooks'

In the photograph ln the foregrouncl we hsve tbe fa'nous

rnlltl.sn d.oLlar s&ndl*suoklng ðbeögepo,isrea rathen neatllJr ovor

the orlbbl4g. Ehie was blow:c. Loose from its nsorlnge e year

or so &B€, antl reacblng thls polnt when the ticle has ebbed'

sufflcisntly, lt was ûeposltetl on the wall-'

ås the lslanô is about three-quarters of a nile from the

nainlqrnð, tbore has been bultrt a long steel brld.ge cornectlng

tho two. Over thls briôge wllL pass the graln to the elevators

on the arttfiolal lslanô. It ls intoresting as an aggünent

ln favor of the ba,rbour, that eigbt years of negleet ancl ex-

posure to loe, vrlnd. anÉL storns has not materlally üanageit the

brl{[ge. thts fact augers rrell- for the port when all work ls

oompLotetl.

îhe town lteeLf ttoes not prosent a very prepossesslng

eppearanee at tbe present tlme. Ât ono tlme with the great

nunber-s of worknen stationeð hsre, lt wa,s a thrlvlng spot of

inåqst¡,sa Witb tho wlthilrawal of the m6n, arnt tbe subsoquent

elght yoars of negtect it presents a pioture of cLesertion.

Ðoserted ôry ðooks failllng lnto d.ecay bscause of cllsuse, wlth

ðroðgos anil boats tlesertedl on the shore ancl exposeð to the

oLlmatlc ravages of ellht years makes lt 0anatlars sllent seaÉ

port.

þÞr



Ehe examlnatlon of the evld.enoo |n regardl to tho route, opens up

a nass of aLlurlng speculatlon, through which ztns a long threatl

of probabillty. [he roacl was begun chlefly as a proteet agalnst

nonopoLy, antl a aontest between east ancl wost, ancl it geelnß¡ 1t

1s onôlng somewhat ln tbe same spirit, rather'tban for what ln*

trlnsie values the Line üa5r poss€sslo

lhe Brobaþllities of its oomuereiaL Ëuoeess as a oarrying

routo to European toartets havo yet to be tl.ernonstratecl. ALI off*

lelaL evlciæ.ee ls i.n favor of the na.vigablltty of the route for

a perlo6. of from two to flve ¡nonths por year. Ilnofflolal avitlenoê

has varledt wåðe1y on both sldles of thls ltnit. Some believe the

straits to be open praotloally the y6er roundL wbÍle others as

weLL lnformed. have no faith ln any oertalnty of navigation at

arqy time of the year. lhere is however reasonable room to clraw

the oone1u$r,-on there exLets aïr. open routo through the straits.
$he question ls not in genera. lrowever one of navigabllity.
Rather lt 1s one whether thls route ¡rlth the ailvaü"tages lt may

possess, oan oornmerelal,ly oompete wlth the Montreal anit New tork
routes. Eastem Sanarla on tbe whole thinks ooi, Yqt the very

vehonenee wlth whlsh they eonbat the uniLerteklng l-eaves one wj.th

the lmpression, that thoy fear, not tte fai.lure, but rather its
SIIOG€SSo

0f course the big argu.mont against the project as a tracl.e

6',1.



route between Canada a.nril- Europo 1s the stral-ts. If these aro

inposslblo to traverso, all argqment eeas€s. If they are com¡n-

orc1a1Ly feasible mueh aan be saitL ln thelr favor. [ho greatost

argu^nent of all gf oourse is the tremendous saving in d-istanco,

a saving of practlcally eleven hund-retl nlles of rail transpoîr
tation. fhls relative d.lstance ean hard.ly be approciateô by

the ord.lnary ïrâpr It takes a globo to show that the saving in
dtistanoe comes from the fact, that the routs ls paselng over the

top of the earth lnEteacL of over the largo bulge that & more

southerly route has to travers€. Opponents of the route howover

urge that rauch of this saving will bo lost in the ætra insur-
50a

ance rates that wf.l1 be charged.. [hey also argue that the boats

that w111 be needed. to oarry the gûaln wil]. havo to bo of a d.iff-
qrent oonstruotion. Ehoy w111 have to be espeoially re-inforcocL

to meet the ad.ðeô strain of Aratio lee oontlitlons, Ehis rê-ln-
foroement w1Il.r- they a,rgue, red.uce tho carrylng capaolty by e5ø:08
.[s they ìnill be requlrecl on the Hud.son Bay route only part of

69.
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the year,

work that

stsamor.

that, must

they will be saðly hanôloappeù for arqr othor tranp

uay be opon, ln oompetltlon wlth the regular li ranp

Eo the above a thirÕ argu.ment, ancl a potent ono at

be s.åc[ed.. Port NeLson ls the loser by the faot that

no al.te¡r.atlve routes by rdarich graÍn may be sent outthere ane

when the

oloEes for the season thero 1s still the overlancl route to

Montreal or New York.

Eow shall these argurnenÊs be answered.? In regard. to inqur-

anoe, guite posËibIy the rates may be somer¡vhat hlgher at flrst.
Eowever as lnsuranoe fates are basect upon actual experlence, we

can. assruue that aften a year or so, if what the supporters of

the goheno assure us is trrLe, that thero is Less d.augar oû

navlgatlon, then by the othor routes, tfren tne ratos will bo

lowered. to a polnt equal to the Great r¡aies routo. [his faet
is two-etlged.¡ may they not go €von lowo,r? No amount of thepr-
lzing wirl soLve that questlon ïrow¡ À pract1cal test und.er

orclinary worklng oonclittons anrl that only, will give u.s the
soLution

[he seoond. argument, thet of redu.cecL carrSring capacity

was.rnaile uee qf reoently 1n the Ðomlnlon Parllament by Mr.

Cantley the member for Pfot.o.61 He said. ín part¡
nr do not think any tsa,n with practioaL e4perlence partlc-
ularly ln conneotion with iee-navlgation wilt seriõusly
propose or maintafn that the ordinary type of freighfrrêan
suesessfu.ll,y navigate these waters. r hóra that the

5L
Hansarcl 1996. ?age åZLy .

straits once oloÊer Whon the harbour at Port .û,rthur
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vessels @arryl¡g on thet trad.e, if 1t,,1'e. ever oarrleö on,
muÊt be vessäle-of praetically the saqo type- as those pros-
äoãirãg tTt" seal frsnrng around Newfouncl,lan&t!.

It ls in tble last olause that tho ray of hope ls found. Is it

neeessary to have a type gf vessol that oannot be suocessfully

usecl lu any othor type of work for the rest of the year? Casual

montlon of ono lndustry uslng the seûre vossel loaðs to fnvestiga-

tion of what sthsr uses the Eud.son Bay tranp stoemer may be put

to. If to no othor, tbe Newfound.land. seaL lndustry ls no emalJ-

Oll€ o

fhis ls of, oourse aseurning that a vessel of a d.lfferent oorla

struetion ls neetleit. Shero is not vory strong grouncls for assert-

lng that thls necessarily w111 be the case.

In regaril to the questlon of the alternative route. Ihls

argu.ment was s,nswerád. by Mr. M1ller, X[ember of East Algot*,5a

HX[ay I polnt out that lt has not boen the oustom of those lú¡o
shitrr grain to shtp tt a1.1- out ln a YeIY short tlne? It woultl
be lnþosslble to Ao that even. 1f they wlshsd., ancL it would.
not be rÉLeslrable. I have flgures here, from govetro.rnent sta.t-
lstlcs r showing tbat on tho 51st sf }Aaroh, 1924, LYU,000r000
bushals of wheat wero ln the te¡mlnal elevators, ln the hand.s
of farrners, in the cowrtrXr olevators, or in other places in'
Canada. If thls line ls bullt that grai.n 1s goÍng to bo
feð to the market. It ls the poliey of tbe pool to feed. graln
to the market gracluall¡r, not rush tt on the mapket in a few
months. Great Brltain, for oxa,mple, will'tako ahout
1ArO0Or000 bushels a week, and- lt is the policy of the pool
to feeel that graln to that rrarket Just aÊt 1t wiJ.l take it.
that grain 1s golng to be fed. to the Brttish market ln the
monthé of May,-Junã, July, August, anrL september anÖ it must'
be storedL somorrhere before the new graln com€s in. Ie there
any.f,oason why that graf.n f;hat ls to be taken to Great Britaln
ln Jrrly or A,ugust cannot be storecl. in the elevators at Port
I{elson?r
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If our olovator capaeity ls at present ltnitocl anil now onos

neect to be eonstruotetl, there ls nueh strength tn the argu-

ment. flhat there is shortage of elevator spaeo at the shipp-

ing points ls a faot strongly'brought bofore every shlpper eaoh

faIl.
Consiôereå still- â,s a ætmmerclal route for its prlmary

ualue we have a Large øxport tratle ln other oommoctities beslcles

wheat. As a cattle transporting system, lt obviously has many

adlvantagos over the l\¡Iontroal roacl. [he greatest tlrawbaek to the

oattle export tracl-e 1s the long ra1l haul. espeoially ôuring the

suüuner months. The saving in rallway mileage antL the northerly

cLlreotion are two powerful. features tlrat w111 offset this clraw-

baok.

So far the argunonts have all been ln regard. to the export

trad.e. 1[hen the question of import tracLe ls brought up, another

field. of posslbllitles enter into tbe calsulation. flhe Henry
E tz,

report "" gave flgures showlng imports of about fifteen million
cLollars of mereha.nû1se 1n to Western Canacla frsm 1911-14. [hat
mu.eh of thts ¡nlght oome by the Eud.son Bay is not an extravagant

assumption. fhat there is a tend.enoy tjris way is borno out by

the statlstics of the eustomsr d.epantmont for LgpE-86,84 [he

lmport 'ilutles for the above nentÍoned period. was ft].øøø.++ for
York X'aeiory, ancl oxelse tE.res of $504.gb.

fõ Aominion lansard., LgZ6. page 425!.54 Ft"" Press, ne¡úry ÊIst , !gz,6e
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Âpart from the carrying questi.on entlrely, are there other

feati¿res that wsulcl make the Hucl.eon Bay railway a commend.able

objeet to wamant an sxpendLiture of fifty ntllion ðollars?

Possibly, the most attractÍve feature of the whole scheme is

the latent possibilitis,s of the natural resources of this, north-

ern region. lthicb of the natural resources Ìrttl ultinatley
prove the most valuable, is as yet d.iffieult to cletermlno. [he

one which ls attraotlng tbe blggest share of popular attentlon

st tho present time ls that äf, minerals. Thlq 1s partly d.uo

to the rather speotacular dlscoverles of goId. in 1914 ln the

Eenb trake rListrict anö of coppor 1n 1915 fn the Flin Flou, re-
gion. lhe preelous metallic minerals also appeal more strongly
to the popular lmaglnatlon than d.o bulld.lng cla¡rs, stone, etc.

[here a.re somo four or five falrly wel]. d.efineû mineral

areas of what may be termed. the HucLson Bay Ratlway area. lhe

ftrst ln lmportance of these 1s the:;Pas mlneral d.lstrlet. shls

fs a largo trtangular area north of, the Tas bouncl on the west

by Kisslssing and. å,thapapkaskow lakes and. on the oast by Ïfekusko

ancl Reed- lakes. [his ls as far as known the richest area of
t'he northlanû. rn thls area is founct the greatest gold. and

copper cleposits of Manitoba. From thís region the copper began

to be pnoduoed. ln rg1?, vùron 111161000 lbs. were taken out.
Ðhe high water rnark w¿¡s reaehed- in 1919 when gr14groo0 lbs.
wer.e proðo"ed..55 sinoe lgp0, with the d.rop in prlce of copper

55 Ðo*toion Bureau of Statlstios, In tl[he Mlneral Rosources of
Manitobafr. Professor R. C. Wa11aee,
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foll.owÍng tbe war, there has been but very J-ltt1.e proöuction.

Altogother however, proåuctlsn has reachecL a total of

$Arogg ,94a. oo.

[be ehidf. goJ-d. area of Manitoba is looated in this region

a1so. Up to LgA4 there was a total of $ef?rã82.00, prod.ueecL ln
Manltoba. 0f tbls a,nount posslbly $501000.00 was obtalnecL in
other areas not trlbutary to the Euðeon Bay Rallway. îhe pro-

duction from those ¡oines ls 1argo1¡r haiupered by lack of trans-

þortation f,aclIltles. Bhe Huôson 3ay Railway is han&Ly in the

best posslble location to ser-rre thls area as lt ls rathor too

far south. It rry1Il however sgrve as a tnrr¡k ltne from which

feeders wtll tap the mlnlng d.ietrlctó

Sesid.es this !aç, mining d.istrlot there are otberr regions of
the northland. whlch have lnd-lcations for posslble mineral d.e-

volopnent some tlme 1n the future. One of the most importarit

of these seconcLary a,rses 1s that of tho fron ore cioposits of
tbe Sastepoke andt Beleher lsland.s on the east eicl.e of the Bay.

[he results of lnvestigations 1n these areas have not posslbly

Justlfled. as great hopos as was raised. at first. lhe ore is
not as oonoentrated. as for example the ore near Dulu-bh, but as

the area is oaly partly explorecl anê. as it ts a large reg.ion

thore 1s hope yet of d.iscoverles of a more valuabre nature.
Íhe three other areas from which hope yet may bo held. are

the coppsr &roas of the coppermine River, the CIopper area of
the chesterfleld. rnlot, whoro J. B. [yroll in 1Bg4 found in*
(Llcatlons of posslble oreboèÍ-es, and. tho Ìhioa nines of the

Yl8.



Eastmain River on the elast sid.e of ths 3ay. Professor Wallaoe

ln regard. to these as yet almost undterterminecl areas has this.
to says

il[hore is a unanimity among the investigators that the iron
&eposits of the eastern lsland.s of Eud.son Bay, the copp€r
sulphld.e üeposlts south of 0hesterfteld. rnlet, and thã-native oopper anô eopper sulpht{e boôies of the arctio,
warrant fuller lnvestlgationlf. 56

Most of theee areas have lackeð the proper investigation J-argely
beoause of their lnaoÌssslbllity. fhe neotl of the rallroacL for
thls purpose is apparent, and. if tnvestigatlon warrants d.evel-

opmont, the suooess of the route from the minesal stanctpoint is
assurod-. Not only will rallway clevelopment be neocteô for trans-
portation gf the ores, but for the movement of the large amounts

of coaL that w.111 be nesd.ed. for smettlng purposes. fhis neod.

òf coal w111 also solve one of the probleus,of the route, that
of provlùlng a returin oargo for the grain bost:s. Nova $cotia
or evon l[elsh ooal are welr wlthin the range of possiblllties
oû oommerolal oonpetitleh with â,lberta eoa1, espeolally when we

consldl.er that most of ths Alberta coal is not of a gooct smelt-
ilg type. fhere ere ind.lcations of lignite eoal beès ln Baffin
tranð ancL soue of a hlgher grad-e in the western arctic rsland.s,
but wbether these will be of commercial value, has ae yet to
be rLetermined. El

Although lt appeå.rs that rnineral will ultinatel-y form the
most valuable of the natural resources of this reglon oponod.

56 Mln""al Deposits of Eudson 3ay Terrltor5r, Lgzl. prof.R.0,I{al1aoe.
5? rd.. page 2.
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up by thts rallway yet thore are other resourees lÈ,ich will

probably be of more immeðiate value beoause of the qud¡eker a'nð

groater returns for the oapltal lnvested.. llhose woulcl j-nolud'e

the tl-mber, ftrr, anð flsb. regouroos of the northlancl.

In regarô to the tlmber, thore ls vory little of commoreial

Í|alue from the stand.point of lr¡mber from tho Iluêson Ba¡r Railway

reglon. [hero ls much however that wifl be maluable as pulp-

woocl. Ihis, connected" wlth the fact that we havo at the Whito-

nutl Fa1ls on the Ne]-son sne of 'tbe best power sites of the north

country make the pul.plsood. posslbllitles one of the nost attract-

ive features of, the natr¡ral resources for the railway to tap.

lhese falls are about forty mlles from the rallway, anê 1f the

pulpwood. 1nôustry is d-evelopeô (as there are strong incllcations

that this ls the ease) there will, be ran a valuable feotter to

the main lino.
ETre flsb resources of Euclsonrs Bay and lts trlbutary rlvere,

have nevotr beon d.ovelopecl, obviously becalrse of laok of trans-

portation to the oentree of population. In fact they have not

as yet boen fuLly i.nvestigated.. lhe best report 6o far of a

reLiabte nature has been macle by Nap. A. Comeau vsho was sent

by the Sonlnion Govorrrr¡ent ln 1914 to roport on thls aspeot of

the natural resouroes of the ".gior.58 Mr. Goneau reported a

good.ly amount of\rou.t rand. Ë,lurgeon, while tn regarô to the

iflrrlt ef ish ¡ 
59

5B tr[he Xtish Resources of Manitoba, Page 25. J.S.Skaptasonr]986.
,iov4 Ld. Page 25.
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nAt $eak Oreek on the lfelson, we got close to a ton of fieh
in three hauf-s of our seÍne. [hls selne of ours was only
twont¡ir fathoms Iong, a,r,rd. onJ.y inteniLett for erperimontal
fishlngrt

Ee roports piokøra1 also ín the Nelson Rivor, and. he had. reports

somÊ to hin of the preñenee of coclftrsh. [hat the ilevelopment of

these fisherles ls tlepenilent upon the oonstmctlon of the Eud.son

Bay Railway ls statod. by Mr. Oa¡neau¡

ItÏ¡trttle or no benefit oa,n be tlerived. f,or the moment, from
the flsherles on the westorn sido of Eudson Bay, beyondl
supplytng the loca1 tlenanô. lhis dtistance is too great-
anð tbe d.lffioulties of reachirrg lt too numerous, to en-
able any salllng vossel f,rom the Maritlrne Provinaes or
Quebeo, maklng profltable trtrps, no matter bow eonstLierable
those flsherlos might be. fbey roust be dLevelopod by ]oca1
flshernan ancl this !1111 anly be d-one profltably when the
Eucl-son Bay Ballway ls oompleted.. -l[hen I have nó d.oubt they
w111 prove of great value to the uorthwestenr provinc.sn.60

fhe thtrd of wh¿t mtght be callecl seeond.ary resourc€s of the- -v

Euttson Bay 8.at1way region i.s that of furs. Furs d.o ast in go¡r.

eral form a burky artldle of iransportation, but often a very
vahlable artlele. Eenoe the value of these as a source of ln-
ooms to the rallway wirl not be as groat as a source of revenuo

for the oountzy. [he muskrat 1s of the greatest total value ln
Manltoba, gtvinE returns Ln !9l6rp4 of fiøvar++s.00.61 It is not
necessaslly tho msst valuable of the'Euclson Bay reglon furs es

lt is an an1mal scatteretl ovor a mucb wlcler territory than s ome

of the othor fur bearing anlmaJ.s. îhe beever whloh at ono tlme
far exseecledl ln number and. ln villue all other fr¡r boarlng ar¡-
ùmals, has now surk to third. plaoe in total value ancL fifth

||tu. page 50.otFor 
and- Gamo Resouroes of Manltoba rg26, page,44.v.w.Jackson.
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pLaoe ln nrunbors caught. 0f the L4r806 caught in Manitoba in
L9È5''e2,4., praotloally all cÉune frsm the region between tho Nor-

sou and the OhurchlLl rivers, tb.e northenn linlt^of the birch
andL poplar. The trapping of these wlrl no d.oubt be affoctetl
by the eompletlon of the railway. Bosld.es tbose two, tho f,ox,

lynx, fisher, weaselr martin, gto., ¿¡ire foulnd. posslbly the
þear ln the terrltory servecl by the EucLsou Bay Rallï{a,y. The

effeet of this rallway on the fur arsas ie best stateð ln
prof essor Jaoksonr s owar wordls ¡ 62

nsouth of the Soth trappors gb tn in l.ncreasing numbers
from tbe Euûson Bay natiway, whlch has mad.e 

"uõess 
to

fhr t rapplng.ground.s nuoh àäster than formerly, and. heneehas redueoô.the trapplng eree pen trapper and ínor"used.--the oompetitlon to ã-point of õonftrteiä*
a posslble resource olosely arlield to the above, ls that of
tho productlon of reincleer, carLbou and. musk*ox fn t.he bagen
lanrls. 'llhls feature bas beon. ably ohanplonedl_ for qulto e,

few years noÌr by Mr. stefansson of å,rctle fame. Els falth ln
thls was suoh thât it únfluencetl the Senaub Enquiry Comrqltr.üro

of 19&1, antl 1n thefr conalusion they recoü¡m€n¿ett tbat this
matter be taken up by the.goverrment. Mr. stefasson l-s, coa-
vlncetl' that tho barren Lancls, hitherto eonsld.ered. wortbless,
ooulet eupport at loast 50r0ooroo0 heacl of relndleer anct

l0r00or00o heacl of m*gk¡oxr [he effect of thls on tho world.ls
ft,0d. supply ls obvfous.

62 ld. Pago å7.
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.)
The greatest r.esou-roe of the road. bowever, ånd. ths one which

I have left untiL the last is its possibility of opening up

the agricultural .areas*is aontiguous to Ñ, aJld. hence beconing

a great coloniøation and. lncidental-ly an immigration railway.

Mentj-on has been mgd.e of the tclay-beltr region. Fro¡o

experiments that have beon earried. on by the Dominion govern-

ment the possibiLlties of agricul-tural- cleveLopuent are very

favorable. At niLe L37, d.ifferent varl€ties of ïuheat were

sown, and. returns gave a yielð of from 4,6., bushels to 6+.7

bushels per acre. Oaúb yielôeô from 68.5 busheLs to L?5.2 bus-

hels per' acre while barley went from 28,.5 to L06.4 busb.els per

acre. Farther east anû north at uil-e l8i a seconð series of,

ef,$erlmental plots were planteû. Eere Garnet wheat yield.ed'

40.05 bushels per acre, but gracl.ect }io.4. the lreludle gârro ro-

tunrs of 72 bushels per acre Anð grad.etl No.L, while oats gave

a yleld of '17.5 bushels per acre,.62 It must be remembered of

oourse that these rll,ere fair3.y small experimentaL plots, âIttl

show rather what can be achievecl in grain growing. 0ver larger

areas with probably loss c&re retìr:rns would be less. Thoso

yield,s however are abnormaLly.large, and. give ovlðenee that

mtrch rnay be expeatecl witb a greater c!.eve1-opment of these aroas.

The wheat was hervested. at mile L8i from A.ugust 29t1n .to Sopt-

ember 15th, and wlth the grad.ing given, must have escapecl prac-

tically al-l frost. fhis is possibly the most satisfy,ing feature

of the experiüents, âs this is a feature which bolcls good. u¡lôer

pretty nearly any oond.ition.

62 no*inion flansard. , L)2:6. Page 4?7?.



Even ln this cl.ay beLt rnqch of the couatry is quite wet anð

wou1flrequirefairþextens1vecLrainaged.evelopmentinorôer

to ma,k,e it a great graln prod.ueing area. Grain ls not however

the only agrieuLtural resource of any area, a'ncl at tbe prosent

stage lt ls Erite probsble thåt cattLe raising may be safer

than graln raising. From repo:rts, tho natlve grass ls there

in suffiaient available ebund.anco not only to glve sunmer past-

ure but proiluce sustenanco for the winter as wo1J-o The cattle

raising feature also Ï:as another attraetive aspect. Grain can

not be shippeil from ?ort lfelson without e]-evators and. proper

terninal facilities for ha.n¿l.Ling it. This will even Vet entail

the full expeneliture of $e0r200r800.00, as estimatecL and' quotetl'

Mr. Ðu:rning on June B, L9?6. 0n the other Trand' cettle can be

handled, vrith much less erpensive terminal faeilities and. in this

way the roacl woulcl have a chance to vinôicate it self , and' at the

same time, the ca'ttlo shipnents would' gÍve a thorough test of

the Stralts.
A consicLeratlon of those potential resources wil-L I think

justify the eompletion of the roatl, as a tievelopment proposition,

evep lf the,ne,..,rÉ.Ðte u.o other inôueements. BesicLes these naturaL

resor¿rces, v¡Trlch has beon sêt forth in some d.etail, other quite

va].l&argumentscanbeaürvaneecl..Onethathasarisenj'nlato
years, d.ue to outsid.e consicl.erations, is tbat of ,the recent ôrop

of LeueLs ln the Great.nalces. A fairly l.arge grain boat on the

Great trakes, requires about 960 tons Loaôing in ord'er to make

'lg.
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1t sink one toot.63 lthis glves aboutJ2r000 bushels of wheat

which ean be load.ecl in this space. lf then oonYersely, the lake

l-evels be lowered. one foot by tho Chicago Drainage Cana1s, the

cost of transporting wb.eat by wFV of Fort Willlam must be cor-

sl derably lncreased. antt the va}re of the Huclson Bgy route ln

the sarre ratio enhancefl.

At the present time perhaps tbe strongest argrrment for the

eompl-etion of the road. is psychological rather than economic.

Durlng the forty odd. years that this route has boon in tho eyos

of the publlc, there has grown up a feeling in the west tbat

Ïrostile interests in other perts of .tha Ðomlnion have preventecl

the consummation of the project. lhe resuLt has beon that the

wost enters into the buil-ding of ths roacl as a sort of contest,

which thoy must carry through in ord.er to vlncLleate not only

their rights but their status as a province.
,That this foeling d.oes e'xist is evful.enceô by stlch speechos

Ln the House of Cornmors, of vubich the following is an exampla.

Mr. T.Yf. Bird the member for NeLson, speaklng on June l..}r].g?2,

st at ecL: 6+

nI for one sta4d. veriy sol-idly for the loyalty of the wost,
d.esptte its 507" Errropoan population. I thinlc there is
no section of 0anacla more Loyal than ttrro west.. But, mark
VoE, I am not incflned. to get sontirnontal about 1t, just
tho sa,me, bocause I recognize th^at Ioyalty, storling

6V W. Miller, Dominion Eansa rd,, ]1926. Sage 422?. ,Thore is oviQ-
ently a d.escrépancy in his'figuies, as ho þives 2960 ton s oqualI-
ing 7Vr000 bushels, whl.ç,I1 is obvlously incorrect.
64 Ðorirrion Hansard., Ig22. Pøge ?'.182.



vlrtue as it ís, is always fj.nally- over-riùöen by eeonomic

nãã""sitú, tn* iirst law- of our beingt'r '
This feoling has gtven a value to the road. in ths eyos of the

wost,, possibly out of all proportlon to its intrinsic worth'

It has natr¡rally leô to uany v¡i1c[ statements ancl erguxß@nts ln

regard to tbe road., and" becauso of this, it can no Ôanbt be

safoly antåcipateô thet when the roaô is compl'eted' and' some of

the cLreams rather slowly materiaLizø, as d'reams usuall-V dot

there is going tó ne a tremend.ous J.oss of faith 1n the whole

uncLertaklng. Thero will possibly be a periocl of as sever@

pessimism ln regarô to the railway as there is optinj.sm now.

The psychol-oglcaL argument raj.sos the rather lnvoLvecl'

anð hfghly conjectural problemr &s to how far tho east is in

opposltion to the route, anrl to what ertent theSr are iustifieð

in tbis opposltion.. Premier TascTrereau of Sueb.eQ gave voice

to at least a soetion of the eastern vierrvpo;int''@ þg stat"ô¡69

. nTbg west ls 'creating ou-r natlonal problems, heoause
nãling invofved tbemãel-ves heavlLy iq gub$.i1i.l- to rail-
ïrays, We As a.nation have beon foroeû to take them oV€3o
Hatl we not d.one so the þbligations to the }lacKenzie antl
Ma¡rn road.s woul-ð have bank'ruptett tlre west. 'Norl- the west
wants reðucetl rat-es". while we Traving paid for t}rem want
to see them make Ë,o,ü:&.tx end.s meet¡r.

The above argurnent presllpposu*{rrfy, t'hat the national trans-

continsntal lines were huil-t for the benofit of tbe west al-

most oatlrely, but also that thery ïuere buil-t without ths ftrll

hrowl-ed.ge and. coïtc?¿rrenco of tTre east. Tlrat this is the case

is not quite so apparent.to the average west€rner. Eis attlt-

65 fhe Canad.ian lrovinces - John l{elson _ ,Quotation.
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ude of roinô is one tTlBt wouLd. more read.iLy bolieve, t'hat these

roaôs v'¡e3o carri-etl through so that the granaries of the pralr-

ies woul.ô Trave their spouts in Montroal'

Itmybestated"heretbatitisveryunforti¡¡ratethata
nu¡ober of regrettable coinoLiLenoes have embitterecl the who]'e

issu-e. The ehanging of the Ïrarbours, &t first dfausedl suspÍ'cion

in the mincl.s of rnany peopLe that po]itlcs was entering in the

project. The loss of the l0earenset aJlð the laletter was even

more to be regretted. from the stantLpoint of creating sectional

feelings. Tho fact that the interosts sf both 0.P.R. âBd' 0.N.R.

are against the projeçt has d.one harm not only to tbe Hud'son Bay

11ai1¡gay but also to the two great transcontinental Lines. The

new transportation projscts of the east such as the ôeepening

of tbe St. Irawrenco river route for ocean YêSsels ' and. tho

Georgian Bay canal schome, have not received the support of the

west because of the feoling they are antagonlstio to the Huôson

Bay route.

fhe qgestion of payment for the rail$¡ays is one that in-

volves a eonsid.erable balancing of argument in regarô to national

control of lanås and. r.êsoirICBS¡ In regarô to the Huåson 3ay

raiLway ospecially, the wost feels that this road. has been and.

will be fj¡.anced. largely by the west.

The HonorabLe Frank Oåä".tfs Irand rogulations of 1t08

up to l,farch }Lst, of -l-9?6 geve figures that showecl that'

L?r,:.67,040 acres of pre-emptions were solçL yield.ing a sum of

66 ¡o*inion.Hansard. - 1926. Page 42?0.
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$lB,2B9,L?^g.g0r In ad.d.ition 1,722,840 adres of purchased'

homesteaSs were sol-d. yielÀing #7r9681540.00. Thls gives a

total sale price of &+2125'1,640.00. 0f course this total is

by no m€ans coLlected., while a certain gmount of that which has

been soLô b.as been or wj]l hgve to be r€possessed. The amounts

aatualLy col,leetotL have been ftJ.6,675,619.79, for the pre-emptions

an¿ #7,1gL,648.98, for the purchasecl b.omesteadls, an amount total1-
67

ing $19r8Z7rZBB..7?.'In regarid. to these sal-es there are two or

throe points to notloe.

Iv1uch of the east, especially the maritlmes, rather resent

thE fact that the erowl Ianôs of the Ðoninion should. be set aì

side for the particr.,.lar benefLt of tbåt seeti.on wherein those

Land.S are founcl. They,,,,,1*Ook rgther to the Uníteô StatEs whe:ie

the newly openodl a.reas rÍere useð for the benefit of all parts.

of tbe Iinion. To argue on these grornd.s of eourse brings up

the whoJ.e question of, natural resolrrcss again.

: Íhere ls anothe:r'phase of tle question' wbich the wost

howevor has neecl to regard.. A safutlng of these ].enô grant

sal.es wiLl shsw that up to the prosent theg have not yielûett

a revenue sufficient to complete ths unûertaklng. Shey have

not Even prod.ucecl an anoìrnt equa]. to the expend.lture tl:at n-as

alread.y taken pIace.. Shat they will. ulliuratoly tLo sor there

ls no roasonahlo. roqm to doubt, but if tbe roed is to be buíLt

from revenr¿e arising from thosE sal-esi: lt will harðly be fin-
isheô even to the bay Ln L92'l , thaae is only one way to make

6,1' Id.. Sage 4?20.
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the roaô a su.ceess. It mnst be built &s a nationâL und"ertak-

iog, and. not in any spÍrit of narrow sectionalism. flhe route

wÍthout the support of the Oanadian NationaL Railways wou-ltl

never be successfr¡.l as a graln or aattle earúying route.

In fact thts Whole argument of the roaô being paid. for by

one seotion of the e ountry hes a very unattractive sicLe. å,ny

pubLic expenêiture neeôs tgi''b'€ caref.-rü-I.y semtinized.. Just be-

eause tb€,re is a source of revenue for proceecl.ing with &r-r ex-
pencLiture is no argument for so ttoing unless there aro other

worthy consj-clerations for this expenttittxro. For this reason tlùs
phase of the guestion ehouLat not be stresseð, Elther from ilre
stand.point of economy or from the stanôpotnt of promoting nation-
aI goorlwi]-L.

rhe fact howevor that a gooêLy sum of uor.ey has arread.y

been spent lrpon the ro&d, and. it is probably two-thirðs comp1.ete6.

as a workf.ng proposition, is a strong argunent for spentlf.ng en

ad.d.itional amount for oompLetÍon. rf left now, $rhat has been

spent woulct be a gerious 'ï[aste. f f after ovor half oarrylng on

the experfusent - if expÈlriment it be - &rrd the tnrth ls xro 116år-

er ln sigþt, there is only one thing to c[o, and. that le to ooü]-

prete the er¡leriment and be snre of the result.
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