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EBSTRACT

The purposd of +hie study was *o liszuss as fully as poe-
5ihl2 the handweavina education of Manitobs in .fhe 1qunre,
"wo rela-ively extensive prodiec=s in weaviay cducation were
haegun and ended in the province during this lecade. T+ was
h?pothesized that *here were identifiable zocial causes for

+he ipnsrease in *he local intercrt and activi*y in handweav=

ing, 2= manifested primarily bv *hes=2 prodec*s, and the de-
~13p2 »¥f -+his intercst. Tn evamining this  hypothesis, a

wide variety of sources were invectiqgatrl inzlnding numerous
contenporarvy publicat?onz,  and *he persouzl re-
cords of participante in  the +wo prodocte. A numter of
~heza patticipants were zlso interviewol.

mha first proiject was organized by a French lanquaqge, Fo-

. . . e AT
man Catholic adunlt education escociation (la Societe 4'Ins-
2ignamant Posiscolaire dn ranitoba) ani the second was sporn-
=orel hv a vprairic grain company (32arla  Grain Comrpany
1.1 . Roth of *hese undertakings hadl strony tiles with =ip-
:lar =nleavours heann in OQuebhec in *he 1930's. fThe origins,
: ¥ - v,/ »

operation and demfse of La Socio*e's 3nl Sparle Grain's pro-
q-amz were recorded and analvzed with respect to the stated
hvpothesis, rn ovder to provide +the provper perspechtive for

thisz anilvsisz, “he textile “radition= in maritoha (including

!




a+tagpte 2t compercial Textile prodonction, =nch as the RBuf-

£21o Wool Companvy were investigatred and discussed, 3 ws

3]
‘n

“he van‘*oba handweaving of the 7"950%g,

jte

pbe
(=
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Chapter T

INTRODUCTION

1.0.1 Dhiective
The purpose of +thisg thesis is +to dizcuses a3z fully zz pos-

#ihle “he handweaving educa*ion of “ani*oha in the 1040'«,

130

The aporoach is primarily narrative, in ite attemp:t Lo con=

into an

¢
1o
o
+
]
o
-
]
9
D
n

pile ma*terisl from 2 vavietv of diffar:
nrganized documentation of +the local handweaving of  +this

»

narkticnlar time period, ~he Teolatlionszaip botween *he level
of intarvest fn handweaving and cone of S“he economic and =o-

aial aspectz  of *he 1240*s  in vManltonz 1# consideved,

o}
il

woll azs the +eytile *raditionz present haforz this <ime, ani

*he ranlweaving agtivity which followsed.

7.0.2 Rat

“A-de

ons

le

e

Janivweaving 15 currently endoving 3 consziderahle rencwal
nf aztivity, aszs exemnplified bhv the recont introduction of
several succeszful Hdonrnals in the fial3,! *he formation of
Tpesialist  sub=groups such asz the Complex Weavers! ztudy

qroiap of Yor*h ®merica, and *he recognition iccorded weavers

1 Tnterwegrve, {Colorado: Tnterweave DPress, Tnc.) and The
¥aayar'e Jonrnil, (Colorado: Coloradn Fiber Centre, Inc.)

2 @yYva Tune Wilewon, "SSED Tntepview: DPatar Collingwood,

- 1 -
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auch 23 Pe+teor Collingweoed? and Ted “allm=n.? I+ ie valuable

for iniividual handweavers o have zom2 han

L)
i
Cseae
i

for couparicon
in azsessing thelr own efforts, tut the work of contemporary

n *erms of current

[N

weayers can only he partially evaluitai
wpaviny, rdditional perspective must be gained through “he
=*ndy of past weaving productionv, *+rzi1i*ions and methods of
‘netruthtion,

T#o Tather extensive proijects In wraviny education were

arrizd on*% in Manitoba in the 1000t'g, The first proijecs

s s o
was ipni+iated hy lz Socletre d'Trseignement Pos=scola’re du
vanitoha, This orqapiza*tion was a vani+tobe branch of la So-
I'Inseiqrnavent Poriscolaire in Quehec, and was headed

-

*, Fether An=oin2 D'Fachambault. The

hy 3 §-, Boniface prie:

“pazhing of wgav%ﬂq hv thig organization actually bhegan 3in
1941 anl the inz-ructors were r2inlv drawn from the Nrier of
he Rolv Mames of Jesus and ¥arv, o Toman Citholic “ezching
orizr. mhe sisters of this order taight weaving in rurel
comranities, as well as in ¥innipegqg, anﬂ.iﬂformed sources
=av tha* in excess of 500 women weve inztructed in this pro-
aram.

i nuaber of 3duvces of archival material  frow this pro-
djeck ate 4:i11 available. LA Socfﬁ16 published =2 hulletin

whiza reanlarlv reported on the projgress of the. weaving

chyttle, spindle arnd Dyepot, Vol. X, No. &4, 4, Fell, 1979,

3 "Sanrise Titles and Twills", Interveave, Vol. VI, No. 1,
23, dinter 1020-R1,

./,/ . . - + .
4 572 (Societe dtFnaeliqgnenent Postszoliire), S+. Boniface.



pe)

cONC 30T and trief Adescriphions of *hase coursegs  aleo ap-
near2] in *he records of some of the parishes where thie in-

TtTy

\l

tion was given, Some of *he women who were tauaghkt o
., 2 . . .

wezve bv 1a foclete's instructors have ratzined their sample

hooks and these provide valuable insight inkto the nature of

“he ins*ruvection,

™12 =econd protect was Inftiasted hy the Searle Grain Conm-

it

nany in 19471, The company taunaht foir instructors to =pin
ind w2ave and thea Sent them to rural communities in Yanito-
ha, Saskatchevan and Alberta +o offer instruction in thece
az+ivirties, The “esrle Grain Compruy s301d looms, varte a2nd
other werving supplies from i+te Mead CEEfice in Winnipeg, and
21=2 published 2 regnlar newslettor. Tha purpose of *this

4.

oroj2ct appezts to heve heen philarthropic in its atteunrp® *o

i
N
-
1
1

“he wives of *ho grain fromers, 121 was not primarily
sonza2rned with Jeveloving “he z21v* or craft  of handwesving.

Th and Criftg Yovemen* in Great

“+
o}
+
i}
=g
14
ot
N

iz in contrmet

B2

341

n=~4r3in% and *he "Iraffeman Stvle" in  +he Hnited CStates,
wdhera &}

1@ maior erphesis waz  on "sound workmanship, ‘tonecst

nee of materizls, and simple, forthrigat desiqgnmn.e

5 5illian W¥avlor, ] 10vement: t 3tudy of
its Sources, Ideals znd ) on DPesign Theory, 2nd
ed,, {Cembridge: The MIT Press, 10805, 7.

& <hiclev %=, vVeld, Weaving: A Herdbook of +the Fiber

L3
2nl. ed., (Yew York: Eolt, Tinchart 7

ALt
and Winston, 1978

e ,rr)
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The in*erest *n handwezving Aisplaval 131 *hese “wo large
D“oﬁé:‘s was aleo nresent in a numher of otler areas such #s
“he Tzafre auild of mani+toba znd fhellocal chapter of *ho
5nill of Canadian Wweevers., 2s such, this period in Manitoba
histdoy Tepresents a +tipe of significan* cor*ribution *o +he
hanlwaaving *raditiops  of *he province. There arve s+i1l
neoble living who wore active we=vers In~3ipg +he 1940, Put
“hev are aging anrd consequently +heir no<es and scrap hooks
are H2ing lost 2nd bhroken up. Fandweaving in Manisohs, he-
ing 2 davy to dav tvype of activi*y, has not beep agiven & high

nwiority ‘n terms of archival collec*iny, wi+h <“he result

“hat racords and documentation hecome harder to find as *

i te

me

pREIes, Tt was essential +hat this stuly b2 conducted now,

)

whil=s the conteaporary resources were 3ti11 ivailable.
1.0.3%  Hypothesis

The hvpothesis +hat was forpulated for +his study wes
“hat there exis*ed Fdentifiable social causes for +he in-
crex=adl in*eves® and activitv fn handwesving in "znitobs ip

“he 1940's and *he Jecline of thie intarast in +he 19801s,

+
-

In the ccurse of iz gtudy, 2 wila wvarictvy of sources
were inveetigated, Corneiderable archival nma*terizl wes lo-

za*t21 in *he holdinge of the Provincial Prchives of Manito-

ha, *he Mudson's Bay Company irchivas, +he Public Archives



!.')
2f Tanads, +he Depar*ment of Tducation for the Province of

“ani*toha, ‘the =4, ropifzce Historizcal Soziety, “he Grey

1

Muns, 319 well &3 o+, Jozeph's Academy z2nd other convente of
~he order of The Foly Nanres of Jesue ani Mary., The Winnipeg
"re2 Presg and "ribvyre from  thisz time poriol provided z2ddi-~

“fonzl material, 2z did the periodical "yational Wope Monabe
R - - - . . s 7
Ly, Rrochures gnd rtnlletins publishai by ho+h 1a Ffocieto

i'Fpa2fgnement Posvecolaire and *he Searle Gra®n Company

alco con*ained much pertinent information,

14

vanv private individuals were contaz*ad and in+terviewed,
and *hav provided considerable information, as well ze pee-

fal

[

nsights into some of the documenta*ion, These people

incladed Laura McHugh, a 1900's FKanitoba weaver; Dorothy

j&1]

rankin2, +he consultant to the Searl> 3rzin proiect; Ger-

main2 Chavut, an Instrsuctor for Searle Graing Sizter ¥axi-

milla,

iy

H ‘ﬁsfrwc+or for 1= Socig*g A'"nreiynencns 90stsco"
l2ira: several other sisters who were associated with *+he
"rench proiect: znd TRcehert Leclerg, +he president of the
loom mannfachuring companv which suppliced loomz to bhoth of
*hese proiects. There people most kinllv donz*<ed *hoir tinpe

2o a121p document ‘*hese unigune movoemrents in *anitoha history.,

1.0.5 Chapter Nutline

fl-bs

Th anificance of the amount of hainlweaving ac+ivity in

W
1 e

=

toba in the 1040's can onlv he clearly understoond hy ex-

=

Man

apining 2nd placing in contex* *he prazsding end following



A
Mani*oba weavipg traditions. Tho perinsnd before 1900 will te
1fezassed in chapn*ter IT, in three sectione. The first will
consist of a hrief ?nrve%)of *he level of taxtile *echnology
whizh had been dovelcped hv the *ipme that the Manitobs area

Aas 3ot led. mhe zecond gection will zover the fifryv veazrs

v

from the firat golonies In the area nnitil “4s fncep ion as a

=N province in 1870, and  the +hir] eaction will Aie-

~anallz

-

zus

Ui

the period from 1870 *o 1940. Chapter IIT will hriefly
consider +the factors which inflwenc2l apl affected the

*ransi*ion froa *he pre-10040 situation t9 that of *he

1a40f 3, The *wo Weaving educa*ion proiects will he dig-

1de

cussed in Ade+ail: that initia*ed bv 1la Socig*é'd'“nsoiqne-
mant Postscolaire du Manitobsz in Chaprer IV and *he Searle
arain project in Chapter V. rodiecusz=ion of the contenpo-
Tery 1A' weaving activity, w2 wall as the ‘frends “hat

haniw2aving followed after *his *ime, 4711 Po found in Chzp-

=ar ¥7T, and the fipal chapter, Chapter VIT, will summar?ize

3

+he zonclusions of *+his study.



Chapter 171

EAFLY TEXTILE PRODUCTION IY WANITORA

T'n o-der +0o anpreciate fﬁllv *he degree of iptereast in
handseaving, and *he scope of weaving 21luca+ion in Manitoba
in *h2 19u40's, 1+ {= necessarv to have 2 clear nndectstanding
of the degree of importance Accorded *o weaving iu Meni toba

hafora this *ime.

.

Tre Manitohs aren was sottled by Turopeans rela+ively ro-
zeptlv? and, al*houah 2 number of fettlements in +he Mapito~

ha ar2a, eyuch as York Fzctoryv, Fort Prince of Walez and Nor-

[$3]

way  House date hack *o “*he =meventa22nth and eighteenth
zentavties, *he firsd permancnt agricaliurazl colony was no*
er=2blished nn*il 1812, a+ Poin* Douglaic. Rv *his *ipe tex-
“*lz2 mannfactiure w23 hecoming indnstrializel in Turope. The
fly =hne*1p had hoon invented bhv J. Kay in 1723 yith +he re-

=nlt "ha*t "+he output of five or =ix spins*s-s was neecded +0

7 There was some rnative +tex*ile proluztion in  *the area hew-
fore this Burovean immigration, T Aindrew Hunter ¥hiteford,
"Fabrics of *he %orth American.Tndians: Tazhniqnues apd De-

Collecziong of Zhe World, Volume 1, United

id>, New York: Van Nos:raul Reinholl Compe-

"¢ 1 Pt *he textiles produz2d by +this group
r

* of *he curront study.

sitna?", Tayxd
Sta*tac and Ca
ny, 1976, 1
will no* form




keep nne  loom wotking".® s a3 direck conceqnence  of thie,
~development of nore efficien* epinning devices wae encour-
rged Tofficiallyv encouraged hv “prizos" awirded  hy qroups
zuch 25 *the Society for the Fncouraqement of Arts 1.9 J. Hare
qrexves obtained & patent for hie spinning jenny in 1770,
zome *wentv vesrs after “hiec machirne wiso firat d@ciqnod._ <.
“roapnton develoned fre ﬂpﬂnpinq mule in 1772 and #. FKelly
1dded power <*o *he mule by 1790.10 Isonms r~ecei ved furt her
cattention during *his period and J. Witt'e inpvention of the
team =ngine in 178511t pade poesihle *the ‘ntroduction of
powar looms hy ™, Cartwright in 1787 anl John Aus*in in 17C6
< TBOAHL 12 The abilityv +0 weave very complex and highly pat-
“ern2] textiles was zlso mechanized hy +this time, as a re-
enl* »f Joseph Yarie Jacquard's invention, in 1806,13 of “he
1evice which %QF?S hie name.

In this early par* of +the nineteenth century, textile
production was aleo well ectahlished in *ho Uni+ed States.
Tnitially "hand looms were an in*eqral part of vir+tunally

B Harold Catling, The Spinning

¥ala, (New:on BLhhot: Pavid & Charles (Publishers) Tips+e-
el, 1870y, 25,

10 Zatling, op. cit., 42,

1t Znivclopediz of Textiles, ed. by the editors of American
Fabrics “agazine, 1972, IT, 7295,

arceline szpakowski, "Loom *oun*od Davizes and their Ap=-
pliza®ion", ("oronto: Canada Courcil report, 1979y, 5.

.Qt TOY"ﬁ.les, pa qe '-}'Jf,.




g
every colonial household"!4 "and colonial women +ook grest
oride in *heir ahility to prodnce pra:‘icil and decorative
fabrizs for personal and household use".15 Cotton apinning
factories were «os=ablished in +he la*e eighteen*h century
and this, in comhP’nation wi*h *he invention of Fli ®whi‘nev's
cotton gin  in 179216 and the availability of slavoe lébour
for pickinag cot*on, nmade co*ton varn more access hle. Tt

was possible *o huv "cot*on cloth for shirting™.1? T-ineran*

1
3-du

W 5 time who would weave

[§

*av2rs appeared &3 a  group =t t+h
"plain qoéﬁs for *hose who could #ffori to hire this donetts
and ware also "capable of producing intricate fabrics well
heyoad the s¥ill of *+he farm wife on har sizple four-harness
loom", 19 rf+ter 'M23, whon William Horsimann introduced *he
Jacynard locm In*o the Inited S*+ates, 20 +he skill of the
profezsional wezver eox*ended fo  *he intricately patterned
covarla*s and carpets which could he produced using =hie de-
14 19 13red Paviecon, M"Hand=-woven Coverlats in +he Ar+ Tpe+ds
3 of Chicagn™, mhe Mgt of *he Weaver, (New York: npi-
verze Pooks, 1978), 224,
15 Nzvigon, ob. cit., "236,
L6 Encvelopedis of T@Yffloé, op. cit,, 75,

17 rhbot® Towell Cuarinags, "Connccticnt Homaepun", T

2f the Weaver, (Weow York: Universe Rooks, 1978), 872,
1a Parslow, "James Plexander, Veaver",
2ven, {New York: Universa Rooks, 1978y, 18,

19 Parzlow, op. Ci+., 18.
20 Burnham and Doro*hv X, Rurnhaw, Keep MNe Warn
Tarly Eapdweaving in Fastern Canada, (Toronto:

of Toron*o Press, 1075y, 317,
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vica,
By cCont+rasgt, wesving in the area which later came +to form
“he nnclens of Canade, was not ini+ially well developad.

Tn the early davs of Canade it wazs very difficult
o develop home weaving and nictakas ware made a*t
the verv star*, "Tf the Nirectors of the Company
of the Hunidred ksccciates had not hsen =0 eager *o
increase thefr personal wealth in fhe +rading of
furs" writes Mr, Yoeoel Fauteny (L' fniusirie an Can~
11z cous le Péaime Frarcais) " hov could have oa-
tablished in canada, ews 11 factoris=s who gradnuallv
would have <npplied the needs of the ‘nhabi*anss,

a3 well as thonse of the o*her ¥ronch zolonies of
Mnezica, and especially of tcadiz." The char-er
granted “ho CZompanv  in BApril 1627 jave +hem that
~igh+, :

The set=levs  eezgoily 2ccormodat2l  +hamselvesg to
~wpo**9ﬂ goods, and *he efforts of the adminicira-

"ors  to cncoaveqge the making of homespuns  were

s

practically in vain, 2t
The Rritish did net promote weaving in Canada either, for
=ipila~ rTea=ons. " Tlomestic manufacitnre of any kind in all

“he noitish colonies was alwavs discouraged in the interecte

2f n2in*tzining =2 market for Fraglish proiusts.n?2 fowever,

oo

w2z v

$"

ny *traditions did become established in +the colonieg
whizh la*er hdceame “he United States, and those traditions
wera c2rried to Canadr wi*h +he Unitel Fmpire lovalists who
2miyrated duriang and after the rmerican Revolution.”?3 Thus,
hv *he teginning of the nineteenth century, :anada also nag-
hered among its ovopuvlation a substantial nunher of weavers

A, Reriau,

T : leaving, f(Qusn2z: Daparimeont of Age
fonlture, 1939y, 9,

22 py-nhaw and Rurnhem, op., cit., 0.

23 ragrnham and fnrnhamw, op. cit., "0



11
who w2re capable of prodncing  fine fabrics “‘n cowrrplex

pattarpnas, 24

2.0.3 d River amd Si. Boniface Textile Production 1812 -

i-alfzj

€
870
"he Bed Piver se+ttlement consicting »f zbont one hondred
Scottizh Immigrants was founded by Thomais Douglas, Farl of
aplkizk on a tract of land comprised sithin the charter of
the Wadson's Bav Company in  1812.25 Initially, the prime
~onsideration of the settlers was the planting of crops angd

~he Taising of livestock in +his harzbh rew environment,

Wolves were "ﬁxpt ientlv nunerous to he very annoving and
destructive to cettle, perticularly *o hoys, calves and
shea2p®, 26 Tn 213di+ion, *+he settlement was "constantly exe
posed, on *he north apd west, %o blazk and stormy winds,

wvhizh during the winter of seven monthe! Jaration, [werel
sceomnanied with deep snows and. intensze cold".27 To further
complica*te the settlers! lives, earTly in 1814, riles Mcho-
n2ll, *he fovernar of the Dicrrier of Aseinitbois "isusued »
prozlam=+ion, in which he forbade +he appropriation of ary
provizione, whethor cof fleesh, tirk, grain, o7 vegetables 2o

ze purnham and Ryrnham, op. cit., 288, 301, 30h,

2% plexander Ross, The Red River Serttlzment: Its Rise, Irog-
Tass and  Precent State, (Fdmonton: Hur+iqg Publishers,

197y, 8.
26 Ros®, OP. Cit., 1F.

27 RoE3I, ODP. Ci*s, 15,
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=ny  unsc but  +hat of +he colonis+eM.28 This proclamation
2ronzed hitter feolings 4in +the  Nor+*heWa=* Company fur trad-

r+ towatds the settlers znd indirectly resulted in the col-

e

ony heing hurned and a number of  *+ha zolonists killed or
wouniezi, Yet another disas-rous hardehip occurred one Jduly
afternoon in 1818 vwhen a plague of arzschoppers deciroyed #n
entire ciop, Wivh 211 of theze immeliate concern=, it is
no+'surn:isinq that fextile manufacture wae more or less put
zeide Juring +*he firs: years of t+the colony.

N2

i

pite all +*he efforts for the znlony *o hecomne gelf-
suffizient, come g00ds had *o be purchased, either from the
"adzonts Bay Company or from the settlaments to +he south.
For 2xample, due o the grasshopper plague of 1818, Red PRivy~-
2~ hil nn  eunplics of seed-wheat and were requircd to pur-
cherzo Shis grsin frem ""prairie dn Chian", a town on the
Mizgizeippi River, several hundred miles digtant  from +he
colonv" .29 purchases of this kind requirsd foreign exchanqge,
whizh ohliqed *the cormuni*v, either o agrow or o manufzc-
tura cowe comnolity for trade.

Jne =uch =a**empt 2+ acoulsition of foreign exchange
“hronyh mapufacture w3z the Ruffalo Wool Companv. rpdrow
colville, who wag then *he Txecn*or for the larce Tarl of

Selkirk, wrote *o Alexander Mpcdorell reaguesting +*hat he

"meyaurae off & deliver to John Pritchard Teq. for t+he nre




Y
(V%)

of the Buffaloe Wool Ccmpeny @ 1o* of ona nundred acres of
tand in A convenlent Situation for “ha araction of their
znufactory?, 30

This eaw the theginnings of *he tex*ile concern known 2s
the Buffaln Wool Compeny, which, accoriing to Alexander Ross

had “hree evpress oh-dects:

~.

G.
[3i]

e To provide & substitute for wool; ag it w
supposed, from the numbhers and Jestructive
hahi+te of +the wolves <+hat shecp could nei-
ther be raised nor preservzl in Red River,
at leas® to any extent.

2, The substi+tute contenmplatel wag the woonl of
*he wild buffalo, which waz to he collec:ed
In the plains, and manufazturel hoth for
the ure of the colonists and for export.
1. To es*tabliceh a *annerv for manufacturing
*he hnffelo hides for domestic purposes.,3!
Jnforsuns+elv, +*ke weool and hides wers not ae readily
available as hed reoen supposed, 32 and  the wool d4id anot fipnd
2 promising expor* merket in Tondon, a= had been hoped. Ain-

Irew Colville summarigzed the succeszs with which the nruffalo

n Inandon:

[N

Yool products woere net

T have rececived vour le*tter of +the & 2uqust ~Te-
=pec*ting *the Puffealoe Wool Coy's affzics and T anm
SOrcv *o sav  *he result of +he @23le of this lact
vea~'s fmportazion of wool iz not a* all encouraqg-
ing as vou will leezcn by Fr, Swpithte leitter, T

30 Colville +» 1., Macdonell, London, Mav 25, 1820, Sel-

A
kirk Thomas DnNouglas (5th Farl of) Papers (Selkick Pa-
pars)y, MG2 A1, Provincial Archives of Manitobha (P.A.N.)

jde @

1 Ro=z3, op. ci*.. 70

@, op. cit., 70,
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faar the wHol hear Therel will not answver vour ox-
pactations ¥ *ha* the success  0f +ha+t  hranch of
your husiness will depend on  wha* vou zan make of
1% bv converting i+ into cloth, which vou canp sell
to Settlers or *he Companv. T 2xpected that* we
should have bheen azhle to advance you as +to ite
valne for making cloth here hut wo have not vyet
Jot Aap answer,  however T ar no%t sanquine upon “he
subdect; ~nd for +his pex* Seacon proviied yon can
make a =zaving orice for vour wvwool on *he shape of
Cloth T would advise vou *o =end howme onlv a ep=ll
guantity of *he auality *+hat c0ld hoet 3+ +he latoe
zales £ that  onlvy if tha* price net tn vour corn-
carn iz moTe “han vou make of it in the chape of
clo*h, T wvou can shew +0 thp S=2+isfac*ion of
Governor Siapson & “he Council that vou can make a
profitahle concern of *+he leather & clo*h husiness
out  of which vou might éextinguish vour presont
deb* T have no doubt *hat *hLey will be 1isposged to
azsiet you bv purchasing such erticles as they navy
require of yvour manufacture &  supply vou with
skins 2% 2 reasonalkle rate, but yon cannot expaect
“hem to continue +¢ make vonw advances withou* &
nrospac* of vour heing abhle *to venpav +*hem,33

The lack of success +*hat  *hese prolucts encoun~ered in
Tonion was cercta‘nlv  not Throuagt lack of promotion. Adamn
vaitland, working for the Counteoes of %slk?rk hersolf, wen+
*o Edinburqgh wi*h 2 baqg of "Buffaloa wWool'" which Tady Selw-
kirk had cent him and took it to Wellstood % Dgilvie, shawl
manifactarers., Tn his report to ladv Zalkirk, adam “al+tland
irdizated tha*t this "Buffaloc Wool" wes not lightly dia-

ni=sed bu* was *o he given gerious consilera~ion.

Thev explained Yo me, tha* altho! hy far +ho

finest Rri*ish shawle are made here, - all +he yarn
for *hem f= epin fepunl 3in Fpglani. an thie age

soun*t  “hev were cautions in qgiving anv decided
oninion ac *o the quality of the Wool, Tu* +hev
of fared t2 send i+t t0o one of their Trglish corre-
spondents who *hey considered eminontly gualified

33 2, Tolville +0 7, Pri=chard, lonjon, Marzh 11, 182U, Sel-~
kirTk Papers, Y62 R, D,ua,wv,



for deciding how far i+t 4= practicable *o clezan &
spin it so as *o re nder it fif for manufacturing
into shawl fabrice, Favirg mentiored that +he
2aen* of *ha house *o which *thev wishel +o send it
wis at present in F¥din., T an*horised them to show
it *o him, £ *+o endeavour +o qe: him to *ake
charae of i* +o Tngland.

they scened *o *ake *he ma‘tter up a3 an obizc~
nf “ntervesting curiositv, & one which might posai-
My lead *o tencficial conreguenzac, 34
Rv =ha 29%h of pril, +he w20l hal heen cont *o Wi
"honson & Co. of Tarncaster, who were reputed hy Wellet
Nqilvy 0 be "eninent Silk & wool Spinpn-—3",35 Their in
ite lmpre=sions of the fibre were favourable bhut they
that the guanti*y e Jwasl 00 srall o aimi+ of i+
nrop2rly cleaned £ spun hvy  theltvr Machinery,36 and Teqn
3 largar sample, mhev were able however to isolate +he
lowing limi+ta*ione of *he fibro:
“ha ataple 2f *he wool Seems re“hor Shorte....
He savye *hat *+here iz a grezt 1231 of qreacse in
“he Wocl, hy *he abstractior of which the weight
is much diminiched, PFe addz  »also +that when
cleaned *he Wool will retadin its natural colonr,
only a lit*le lighter ~ that it may he dved Scar-
let: dark-hrown, bhlack or anv colour larker *“ha+
thanl *ho na*nral one, bhut that it will he impos-

7
sible to =pin i1t green, vellow, or any light cnl-
our,37

34 A, ¥zitland *o Ledv felkirk, ¥dinbarqgh, April 22,
Selkirk Papers, MEZ A1, DPLA.¥.

35 n, vai+land +o Ledy Selkirk, Fdinbirgh, April 29,
5elki~k Papers, MG?2 21, D.i.NM.

36 n, Maitland +o5 Tady Selkirk, Fdinburqh, April 79
Salki-k Papers, ¥YG2 21, P.R.M.

37 oA, maitland *fo Ladv selkirk, Fdinharyh, April 20,
S2lki-k Papersz, G2 A1, PLL.Y,
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Ry June of 1874, William Thowmseon & Company were abhle to
zanl 1 sample of varn to JTady Selkirk In order to prcduce
“his yarn however, +*+hev had bheen required *o add «ilk, hut
wer2 prepared to persevere with their experiments, with a

vieow 0 eldmina*ing +hie need for i1k in the varn,3s

Mrnor considesably mere correcrondienza  bkoatween Lady Seol-

7]

kxirk and Wellstnod & oqgilvv, as well as the producticn of
*wo cravats,39 shawle and stockings, the disappointing re-

was finally conveyed +o Lady

i

sl of all the experiment
Selkirk, *hus:

have had =~ good deal of corresponlencs with *~he
spinners ‘n lzancashire on the gsubiject of the Wool
sent them, £ we fear from a Tethar razaived this
morning that the success of *he ecxperiment on a

large scale, will be checked, if not defeated, hv
“he’r inabi l vy to Whiten the Vvarn. They men:tion

hav_ng nsed many methods +o effect +his £ *took *he
313 of an experienced cChewis* in  *be course of
thel~ triazls, rut afrer manv attaap*s, in which

“hev mednced the substance to pnln, they were sate
izfied of +he dmpracticrhility of +he ate
“tamp*,.~~The Colour which nature has imported, it
iz imporsible *o bring *o a Whita, +hough 1%+ may
ba dved as we have alreadv ceen, We confess this

gives us nmuch concerrn, for our axpactations of
success had aained ct“oxq*h from the precedinng
“)t?orronﬂonro' hut the character of “h2 Honuse on-
Tuszted wi*h +he Wool leaves us no room to doubt
their zeal v the matter £ =2bility +5 carry it
“hrouqh. Tn *his sztate-of thingz we feel it our
dutv *o pawse, & communicate thas2 facts to Your
Ladvehip &, while we would not hesitebe a momen?t
on onr own risk, qoing forward, with the spirning
{€ the material would whiter, we fcel it would he
vervy hazzeridcus *o  proceed unier *hie drawvhack.
~he Colour which the varn has teaken bhes* is

38 W, "homson & C0. %o ledv Ffelkirk, ILancaster, June 23,
1824, Selkirk 2P=z=pers, FID A1, D.A.M,

wallstood £ nNgllvie to Lady Selkirk, 7dinhurqglk, Tecenmher
10, 1874, Seuk:‘:.‘k Parers, M5Z A1, P.A.M
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certainly rPlack, a= vour Tadyehip will have obr=
sarved, but for *his, fhe domenl ic ftoo lipd teod +o
warran* +hrowinec +he produce of & Thele ‘nvo 4+
though we wonld not fezz & crall szale for private
conzumprion, or if The {mdror's Bay Cov would or
pniblic Arounds wish *o do o, we will b2 most hap~
pv *to furnishk anv intormation in our power.%o0

Jne must also rememher that the Paisley  shawl indnastry,
whizn had been operating in Scotlend since +he early nine-

feenth contary and wes well establizhed by this time, hed as

it

ite aim to "cator to 2 macs merkedt, "hey 1id this through
~heap lahor, ~careful organization, ard ruthless compehi-
“ion,...Pricing was *he kev *o0 Paisla2y's success in *he mar-

ket “rom ahout 1320 to 1850 * ko averadge price of a2 fai-ly

imple shawl 3in "ngland was he-ween [ 7 and 10 pounds1:

i

i

more complicated design sold for 720 *0o 20 pounds l."ét Al
{ p

though woven shawls were popular at this time then, correti-
“ion wane algo keon, The ¥dinbargh wmills ware graduzlly be-
rg eaced  ont of *he mavket thomgelves eand by Mthe 1840'1s

“diaturgh mills had abendoned *he £i213".%2 T+ {e nno+ cnr-

i

nrising that the "huffaloe wocl", with i+te associa*ed limi

3
jog
-~

o

=tion=, was pot *ao compete ‘n this zrea.
Thus, degpi*e almos® an entire vear of porsonal attention

hv ka2 Countesz of Selkirk to +his venture, as well zs the

woTk invested ty

79

numher of leading Aritish textile firms,

40 Wellstood & 0g
k

fe to lady Selkirk, Edinburagh, Yarch 21,
1825, Selkir M.

ilv
Pepers, MG2 A1, P.R

%1 CT2zil Tubell (editor), Textile Collections of the ¥orld,
IT, moited ¥ingdom = Ireland, {¥ew York: Ven Nostrand
"ainhold Cowpanv, 197/, 51.

42 T1ball, op. cit., 571,




1R
*t 4as clear +th2t *he “ou*h of dndrew 7Tolvillet's letter of
¥arzay, 18724 was confirmed, The produciz of the Buffalo %ool

Tompany were no* csuitable for large szale nge and should re

i ¥

conzidered primarily for domestic consumption.

0]

Tha proiec* had » ther problers as well. Having ap*imis-

““rallv o sent to vngland for "machinerv, implements, dves and

N

[

=killed workmen",23 in sddition to0o payirny inzreasing amounts
for hides, wool end wages, *he Buffalo Wool Company hecane
indahted +o *he Hudsen's Rav Company for an amount in excess
of 4000 pounds,** As we have alreszdv secn, +the products of
“hiz industry were, in no wev, able to justify *this type of
axpeniifture,

T~ was Coverndr Georqe Simpsont's opianion  +ha*  John
pritzhary himself wes ingtrumental din *he failure of +*he
gueffain #Wool Comnanv, a= ctated in the following =cecticn of
= le**or which he sert *o Lpdrew Colville:s

pri+chardts Puffalo Wool concern T fear is not
likelv to *nrn ont well, *he Creaxture is too san-
guine and specnlative, never fober when he can qget
Lignor and &l*ko' he g exrremely =2ttentive and
industrions, vet hae no idea of Fconowv, agives sz
hiagher price for lzbour provisions fc. than anv
o*her person and instead of confining himzself +to

mznning Lea*her and picking ®ool wisghoz to hecome
Sonl, Mercht, 4%

43 Rns3, op. Ccit,, 7.

44 3, simpson *o L. Colville, Fed River Sottlement, May 371,
1R824, Selkirk Tapers, MG2 AT, P.h.M, '

45°35, Simpson to !, Colville, Led Pivar Settlement, May 21,
1820, <elkirk Pepers, MG2 A1, DPLL.M,
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fLater 2rtamps= &% +the commercial production of flex ard
hemp were aleo doomed to failure. Tn ordar to encourage
proluz=inn of there filhres for expor:, premiums were awarded
by 3avernor Sinmoveon for their cul*ivi*ion but, 23 vrather
zyni 2ally ohserved by RAlexander FRoss, "the moment the premi-
me expired, +4he hempp, 1like *the flax, expired also"*® »and
*he zropz were lef* to rot in the fieldz.
sovernor Simpson wvas 9till determined *o make yarn manu-
factire 2 cemmercial enterprise in Red River as evidenced by
*he Following section from his Junlv 13, 1831 report *to the
madzonte Pay Companv:
Wool, however, T +hink would viold a profit and
fFurthermore the saving it would produce bv ene-
"hbling *he Se+**lers to gnhetdi+nte +their own panu-
fagctures for ipported “upplies would re the ntmost
fon<cequence Yo *hem. Hit+herto *+hay have no* hed
an opportmnitvy of turning trelr labour to z2ivane
*age in o that wav, a2 potwitheranding *he reguestoed
attaempts which ltave been node to ge* a Stock of
??‘op into *he Countrv, wo h“VP only asg ve* *he
fa hrough* un  from TFort illiam lest sumner.
“hov *hrive uanccnmrpenly woll, anl have nmore *+han
iouble *helr pumbers within the veoar.47? '
in expedi+tion gsuhrseguently lef* “o purchase zheep in St.
Touig, M ecaonri, Thece sheep vere zactially procured 20 Ken=-
=ucky but, *hrongh & good deal of pismeanacgement and misfor-
*nne, of the 117% cleep whi Ch Fegan tha *rip, onlv 251 of
“he flock survivad, FPven some of these surviving sheep ac-
46 Qnsa, OP. Clt., 130,
47 Yuison's Pav (ompanv Prchivexs (H,R.C.A.), N a/z9”, foo 7,
PoraMa
48 Poex, op. cit,, TUR-TEQ,
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~uzlly died = fter fhej:.arrivalQQB
Tiese accounts deal principally with at+empts 2+ spinning
varn, but i+ <3 known that &+ lezact one weaver emigreted
fron ?cotlan& in 1830 to Red River. Thie weaver, George
“unra, =ailed to York Factory with his wife and three chil~
iren 1round June of 1830,49% with “le clexr ‘ntention of sot-
“ldng in Pred River,%0 His nape appeaTe in tha Red River cen-
Csue of 1931 and it is the firwmlv keld opinion of a nurter of
hig descendants “het he 2ctually d4i1d practise his occupailon

in Red River as well as, perhaps, off2ring weaving ingstznce-

Ra=lv Mani toha textile p:oduc*ibn hed an additionzl cow-
ponent for, in addi+ticn to *the Scottish Se?tlets; Fed River
also had a enbstepntial French ~ =peakinag popula*ion. Tn
1217, ‘n a perition addressed 50 Richop Plasszis of Ouethec,
and signed hy *wenty-four se+ttlers, of whizh twenty fwere}

goottizh, lord Sclkirk regnested missionaries to he sent *o

yde

red River®,_, %2 Two miss

e }

ez, Fathar Provencher, later

e

onar

Rizhap Provendtor, and Fether Numoulin, arrived at the colo-

*9 ¥, Smith 4o &, “inro, London, februarv 17, 1820,
H,R.C.2., A 5,9, fo. 79, P.A.¥. [See Appendix 3]

S0 ¥, smith *o D, cutherland, Tonion, Jznuary 27, 1820,
J.B.C.A., A 5,9, fo. 7U, P.R.V. [ S22 Appaniix R)

§ae

s1 n, 3illespile, historian, Perksz Cznadsa, private interview,

VYa=ch, 1081,
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] sre de la Natiop retizse T 2ue CAD LETE
1ast=Henri de Trémandan, 113114 cited by Heode
3 s e N
d3idge Yewnmann, "Tes Sepenrs Grises a3 le Riviere Pongel,
v

21, 7, "ngliceh versicn, ftunpublishaiy, 1.




ny on Julv 18, 1019 and approximately one vear lator wrote

1as

0 Du2hes exprezziag desire o have = groap of nuns in the

B

gattlament fo helo with *the educetion of the c¢hildren.s3
Righop Provencher himself aTrznged for‘ *he Canadian wife of
3 farmar to show the girls of *he =chool how to process lirpe
an and wool, “he glirls wore Teoasonshlyv succeszful at this
ek, and RBichkon P:ovenchef srared in n letter to M)neeﬁqn~
aur Plegsis 4n Februaryv, 1R2A, *ha+ h2 had plane for sowing
flax. A+ +that *ime, he alzo steted that sheop's wool was
no* zviilabhle 2nd it was necess cary *o use ox {prezumed *o he
hMmffalo) wool *o make fabric.®* This of conrse wac some <ix

years af*er the formation of the 11l-fated Putfalo Wool Com-

Tt should he noted +that awnong the varied stock of the
apdzosnts Ray Compeny stcre, a  reazaonionle s2lection of towe
*i1l23 and clo*hing w ere to be found, riocbt from tho vervy
pzrly derve of *he celonv.SS The neceszi*y  tha* Individuals

hecoae zself-sufficienrt with 2 7ega=d %o

~+

he=sa 1+tems becere
+*hen, primarilv one 0f econonmice rather Than avallanhilitv,.
“omo o-her forw of rrodnction or cervize wonld he zegni-ed

nf *he ‘ndividerael in order +ha* he have the currency *o pay

AN
53 Si=tor Jedwidge Vewnmenn, Mles Sneurs Grises a la Tiviere
Rouge", vol. I, "nglish version, {unpubli=zhedy, 2.

54 Ipenr ?1isabpih de Moissac, £.g.0., "Iaz Femmes de 1'-
Jus s+, Leur Role Tang 1'Yistoire”, {unpnkhlished ¥, A. the-
sia, Nniversiry of nNttawa, 1046y, 140,

as%rict :¥efo; onn*v TR21 £ 22, H.P.C.B.
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for parchases 2% +the Companv £torc, "he colonv thereforco

had Yo bhe relatively self-sustadndng, or dovelop sosme fvpe

of exvort *trade, oven *c¢ re able o0 mike pucchases from *he

)

Tudson's Rav Comnanv, 2 =uch, while endeavonring *o maine
~2*n *he marke* for <{*r goole in Rel Riva-, “he Company

=+3111 hal 3 vesvod dntevest in enconriaing individuizl zelf-

o~

sufficlencv in sope avors.

et}

Bishop Proveacher wasg veryvy interes:ed in the self-suffi-
ciency of “he colonmy and, in this fzceshion, was very ins+tru-
mental along with Governor Simpson, in introdncing a school
of industrial arts in*o “*he se*tlement.S6 Tnstruction was
qivan at  +thie =chonl in weaving f{amony other occupations)
and an account of this =chool, vperticnlarly of its oriqins

and fate has been documented hv the Gray Nunc as followe:

Verv few families made woollern hindspun for their

own unse, FRishop Provencher, in his incompatable
golicitude for Lhie people, tad zeriouzlv consid-

ered the vporsilility of getrring =ome weavers for

Red RiIver....,Rut that would reguire *ravelling hy

the Hudsonr'=s Ray Ccmpany canaes,  and he 4 no*
have *he monev to defrav ¢he costs, Then Provie
dence ceme *o hig 2id. In 1827 23 he waszs going up

Tiver wiith 3ir Cceorqe Simpson, *hisz gentleman dArew
A [4 ]
*he hishop's attention *o +the fine -lo+th with

which +the Canadian crewmen were clothed. mhe
prelate galid: "This industry is miseing in oour

zolonv; it shonld te introduced hore.ns?

56 The Hudson's Besv Cowmvpany hed recommanded in 1822 +ha+ 3
=zhool of industry be established bhut in  Governor Simp-
zon's May 21, 1820 letter +o Andrz2w Colville, he ex~
prassed the belief +hat this recommendation could not the
carriod out, He gave as  his reason that motivation was
lacking, in sone rembers of the colony, to provide sn ed-
1cazion for *heir children., -~ G. Simpson *o A. Colville,
R2d1 Piver Setilement, Mayv 31, 1824, Selkirk Papers, MG?
A1, PLELM,
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sovernor Simpson, &€ previously notad, had already ex-
pressed an interest in Introducing textile production to *the
colonv, and =greed *+0o bring ur *two Tanadian weavers for
*hra2 vears, vrovided that the ‘tishop be responsible for
“heir lodging ani board, T+ wrg undor these circumstances
tha+  vme Tepalaice 2nd 0Ursale orenier zrrived in 1828,
Theit zchool war estzbliched a% *he si*a bf the French mic-
zion, ‘in +he zvea called St, NBonifaca which was acrogs the
Red River fror the earlier settloment. The school only
lasted one vearT, as  the huilding anl a2qulpment were de-
strovad hyv a fires™® on Fareh 77, 1T8RG.59

The conqregation cf +the Grev Nuns In Montreal la*er
agrecd *o send a qrour of sis*ters *o S+, Roniface *o found a

=chonl and RYskop Provenchern's

expectations for +that gchool

vere znated as follows:
2ince a numbher of vears, T have souqght for sisters
to assure *he girls and women of Ral ®Fiver a sonnd
2ducation in reliagion as well as in  household
ar+s3, such as weaving of homespun and linen, etc.,
so as +o fashion good housewives and mothers for
*he future. Moreover to enconraya =skills 2nd in-
Inesries that  wonld make for hetter homes, and

would funrther *te fprosperi

Slo2arlv, both ftovernor simps

“h=nt vthe developren* of weavin
occuna*ians, eir*her on an indil
57 VYawnann, op. cit., 1F.

58 1> “olssars, op. cit., 171.
59 4, B, C,.1, B OD2RBeTU DPLALHK,
60 Nawmann, OpP. ¢Pe., O

+y of *th2 colonv.®©

on and Richop Provencher felt
g #n1 other tex*ile related

vidnel ¢

T

a commercial level,
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sz cal +o *he developmen* znd well-being of “his new
zolonv. Governor Simpson was snfficlently motdvatoed in this
endeavour that “n 1847 bhe even corgenizel anp industrv contest
whera rewards wors given to thore who produced the qgreatest
guanti*y 2nd hes* aueality of clo*h and spiunning.6l

Tha Grev ¥uns *ook part in there competitions, =pinning
“and weaving ard Looing to  capture first prize.t?2  Thev had

heen introduced to spinning in 1842, during *their first wine

+tpr 3% S+, Boniface, and in 1R85 acguirad the scrvices of a

3¥3i1fnl  weaver IZn the person of Sister Cnsson. cister
Gosselin, who arrived a vear later, wie able to card wool
and for+uiton=lyv, a pair of cards wasz found in the company

storce, L leoom arrived for the sisters and they produced the
Firzt plece of camelot©2 in Red River. “hey spun and wove
for their own neads g well as ¢ cource of income for their
2141 *o *he poor, 6%

it abou*t *the =zme *time as the Grev Yuns were nceting with
~heir modest Succoésbjn producing *ox*ilas on & small scale,

=noth>r commercial textile ventire was itvrempted zcross the

~fyar, *levander Ross provides a colonrful descrinticn of
61 Ja ¥Yolissac, op. ci+., 1765,

62 Nawmanlh, OP. Ci*t., 5fR.

4

63 3 type of Fusrian fabric, =» "very =strong, hardwearing
pila cloth usually made of cotton hut originslly con~
atructed with linen warps and cotton wef:s". -~ Martinp
Hardinagham,, The Fabric Cetalog, {¥2w York: Pocket Rooks,
1978y, 59,

64 s wvolesze, OW. cit., 172-1704,
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example of szno*ter mia-hcagod*on entarpriges

.

Notwithstanding the limited nunher of sheep iu +he
colnny, and conseguentlv the ecarcity of Wwool,

nothing wounll do but we puc* hava 3 fulling-mill.
50 the prodect of 2 fulling-mill was set on fook--~
»2nd a very v sefnl article i+ ie in a place where

1% Is wanted, or where wool and clo*h, *o0 any ax=
t2n*, occuny *he atteontion of +“he people; hut+ for
a cormuni*y Jike ours, wi*l pever 3c much wool as
would keep ws in miztens and €ocks, & more foolish
and uselesz encculation could e2arcely he image
inedesaass.,

onr mill being erec*ed, we waiiod three monthe
or more for a bi+ of cloth, and then discovered
that i+ wonld net qo.  T% wae alzared in come rTe~
spect, and now we hoped all wse riqght but after
waiting a mornth or two lecrnger, a fa:mv* bTouqh‘ 25
vardis of «cloth to bhe fulled, 1ich proved +too
small a quant*i*y: +he mill *oqu-red 100 yards +o
aive her 2 falir trial....and from T[a time one
month latery +3il1l this==-a period of five years--
-the £ulling-mill has been sileant 3nd mo*ione-
l2gg, 65

Tn 1858, +the Grev ¥uns undertock an improvemen* +o +heir
“extila industry which was mach  les® amhi*ions +han thet of

“he Fel Piver colonistes znd confequentlyv mach mOTre successme

ful, They received a carding mechine fron Montreal which
aTveatlyv speeded up  the task of cardingy wool. The machine

being. titesome o operate and -coniring the corviees of *wo
men, however, ?bcv made arrangemrents with *ha miller, Jean-
Loni=z Pilel, to conrect their carding machine ©o hie wate-
system *herhv redncing the *ime  Tequiral fo- +he carding of

211 of *heir wool +0 two or “hree weekz. 66

8% Pos=, op. ci+t., 137=12R,

66 NMawymann, op. cix,, 59,




"has, many a2ttempts  were mzle ﬂuriﬁq Th2 ~early deavs of
“ke Ral river colonv and St. Boniface o introduce various
Forms of *ex*ile production ‘n*o +he arna. These prodjoects
Tan ‘the gamnt - from sheep rearing anil flax production,
“hrough earding, =pinninag, wﬁavinq and a2ven fulling, hu+ +le
~only projects that met wish any dearee of =nccess were *te
ones czrried ou* on & rvelativelv small s-ale, primsrily for

iona

i

tic use. Tn view of the extent +o0 which textile teche

nologv was developing in *he ou*tgide world hv thise time, a

1

well a5 the amomnt of pro*ectiorn given some of *he textile
induztr-ies hy fheir home qovernments, i% ie herdlv surprise
ing that  the Red River colonists wara nnzble +o develop a
comrm2rcial ftextile indusirv or export markets for these tex=
“iles. S*trong cOmne+ﬁ+ién in textiles had d2veloped between
“he amore ‘ndunatrizlived nations hv now and, while Tngland
oracticed free +*rade in tox*iles, Tranze adopted pro*tection-

tem of its textile fndus:irv, which led *o *he ruin of even

the Swisz textile indvnstry.e7?

2.0.0 manitobs
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ction 1870-1%89)
n Necember T, T86C, *he tndsonte Nay Company *rancferred
zontrol of a portion of i%s holdings, including the zrea of

“he settleoment a* Red Eiver, “o0 *he Canadian Governmen® 68

i

67 Francois BRoucher, ;‘ JO Years of Fashion: The Hi
Zostume  and Person {Yew VYork: H
Abhwams, Tnc.), ???,

= 10

6% Mnhan Rellan, wintipeg rirgt Century, (Winnipeq: Ouecn-
sron House P"hI*:hﬁnq Co. L*d., 1978y, £,




o7
and in 1°70 *hi= arTes became ranzde's fif*h province, given

. +h this trans-

E
[

*he n=2me Manitoha. P11 did no* go smoothly
for nf control as the menner in which it was handled pro=
dnced disconﬁen% anongst many of the inhahitants of *he col-
onv, war*icul%rlv the ™etis, €9 and precipitated *+he Riel
"rebhaellion, None rTesult of this was +that by 170 large num=-
hbars of “voops hzad arrived fronm Cntavio ind many of them do-
zida2l to =me%tle in the area.’® "rhe arrvivel of +he trcopg
infuzed confidence amcnqsﬁ *he peorple: *raie which w2g al~
most 12ad suddenly rtevived, and monev heczme very plenti-
fule... W®Winnipeg, [which S8 wha* *he :olonv on *he wes® of
Aéhe Ped Piver came *o he calledl from being 31lmost a desert-
2l spo+, suddenly fonnd Zteelf full of excitoment, husiness
and genemal activity "71

E3 %he econsny of this areax cxnended, feoxtile proaduction
1l=2 hecame more compercizally viasble. "Fr. RMlex. Murray,

inriny 1371, imported several lotz of zh2ep from the States,

one 2f his flocks zmounting £o 120 head. Tt was eztimated

*hat *here were, &t *hat *+ime, hetween 5,900 and 6,000 sheep
in ktan wovttlenent, and the erection of 2 woollen mill wes

spokan of."72 Tn fact, "George MecVicar =started the St. Po-

59 ¥illizm “orton, Manitoba, a H
of Toronto Prezg, 1967y, 110,

ztory, (Toronto: "niversity

70 RellAan, op. cit., 7.,

winni-

7t alexander Beaqg and Walter R. Nursey, Ten

pag, (Winnineqg: Times Printing and Pabli irouse,
1_70y, 3. :

72 mav7 and MNursev, op. Ccit., U1,
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nifaze woolen millz din 1873v73 and an adverticemen*t for +*his
®i1ll appcared in the Julv 10, 1874 Winnioeq Free Prezc., The
aivertiseme§+ made the c¢laim that +the <k, Boniface ¥oolen

Mills were "Complete and in Full working drder....fand ) pre-

par2d o manufacgtnre Tweeds, Flaanels, Rlankets, fc.n7se
These particulzr mille were howeover oucot »Hut  in Nctoher,

1877, “Lis occurence being descrited by Regg and Niarsey as

"a groat losst to the country".7?S anp 1320 photoaraph showing

3 MRIi-lta By View" of St. Roniface listae *he fGeorge Reid

[N
a
[

woolz2n ™Mi1l =22 one of *he buildings devicted. Since Georqga
vacticac's S*t. Roniface Woolen Mill hat alsd heen located on

“he

377
N
Ui

t side of the Red River, *his mill may verv well have
hoea 1 reconstruction of the earlier ona. Tt i unlikely
=h=t +*wo woolen wmille would have exis=2i1 in such close brox~
irftv a* the gzne tine.

Yzcar Reriauw in his 1939 Yhope VWeaving" hook stated that
”Be:ween 1290 z2nd 1926 home weaving in Canala was almost ac
S} ?tandstill",76 and this he a*rributed +o the machine age.
ns ndted in The prologuse to thie chaptar, *h> machine age a3z
appliel to gpinning and weaving had actuelly hegun over one
hunized vears carlier, co 4ha® increasing technologyv alonoe
ani1d* he pianed for %hié falleow perind for home weaving.

73 9Y3rton, Ope Cit., 169.
74 lvertisement, Winnipeg Free Pressz, July 10, 1874,
75 Renqqg and ¥ursev, op. Cit., 18R,

76 ’priaun, op. cit., paac 10.



‘  72" B=qq and Rur:ey, op. cit., 22a4.

29
In Manitoba, the declining interest in handweaving must
surely have heen associated primarily with two factors: pop-
ulation and transportation. By the vear 1879, when Manitoba
w2s lass than ten vears old, winnipeq's population.rose to
10,230, having been only about 100 in 1870.7t The population
had become suffidient to support a good assortment of servi-:
cas ind retail ontlets and *"numerous represabtatives of all
branchess of industry located in our [Winnipe3z*s] midst, . at-
tracted by the increasing popularity of the zity,. its field
for honest speculation, and driven, perhaps, by the hardhéss'
of the ﬁimeé, and the depression that was fastening with
such grim pertinacitv, upon the older and w2althier centres
of commerce in the eastern provinces®.72 |
In June, 1881, the Canadian Pacific Railway Compaﬂy;fo:-ﬁ
mally >ffered to locate its workshops in Hiﬁnipeg73' a§d a
real estate boom began, .
Below the froth of the speculative Sdbm“in real”
estate, however, major economic expansion was tak=*
ing place... The insatiable demands for supplies;v

of railway contractors, the growing agrlcultural
population, - and the exhllaratlnq prospects 'sup
ported a tremendous expansion of the local -econom
in:the space of a year. Where in 1881!the'\‘
been .twenty-six .wholesalers in- 3
wvere fifty in 1882,
doubled as well.

range of-merchandise could

wholesalers.74

be obtalnéd ffomﬂloca

71 quq and Nur:ey, op. cit., 225.

73 331lan, op. zit., 20.
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1279 with the optimistic proclamation:

Tha+ Winnipeg is destined to be the great dis-
tributing and railway centre of the vast VNorth=-
West is now no empty figure of spszezh, for it ad-
mits of no denial, it being =211 but an
accomplished fact.7s

popalation of the area. Before annexation,

32 November 7,

The Steamer International, then owned by the
Hudson's Bay Co., used to make twd or three trips
in the summer, between Port Garry and 3eorgetown,
hut would nesver consent to <carry any other than
Hudson's Bay Co. freight. The free traders were
therefore obliged to carry their own goods over
the prairie in ox-carts from St. Zloud, Minnesota,
to Winnipeg, a distance of several hundred miles,
and as this was really a serious vndertaking, it
w33 customary for these trains of carts to leave
twice a vear only, (spring and £f21l), for their
jonrney %o the States, conseqaently stocks of
320ds were liable to run short at times, with no
means of replenishing them. 76 .

23stern Canada.

75

76

77

3211an, op. zZit., 28.
32qg3 and Nursev, op. cit., 226.

B2gg and ¥Wursey, op. cit., 5.

F ey AL

Bagg and Nursev closed their book Ian- Years in Winnipeg

Transportation to Winnipeg underwent as radical a change

the time after Manitoba's becoming 2 province as did the

1885 the last spike of the Canadian .Pacif-
R2ilwayvy was hammered in?7 and Winnipeg became linked by 2

n3~-continental railroad to the Pacific coast as. well as

yonald Creighton, Dominion of the North: a History of

sanada, revised edition, (Toronto: Macmillan Company of
“inada Limited, 1957y, 357,



Thuasz, it is clear tha* *he settlz2nent at Red River
chasyed drame+icallvy in +he #firs3+  Joomade and a2 half atter

rea became gz per+ of the Pominion of Zanada. The Rel

o+
=
o
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Rivar colony under tte Hudson's Rav Company was a =mall iso=-
1a+23 villaac with an economy besed primarily on agriculture
apd far *raiina. Ipror+ed reotail gools veinired some type
of fareign erxchange and doub*less, *he olahorzte arrango-

necessany for the ‘mportation of aay 7Inods from out-
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‘he colonv would cause them o he expepaive, Condi=-
“ions such as *these would have to inmpose 2 need for, or at
least sctronalv encovraae, some deqrea of self-sufficiency
and 2 fosrtering of home industries such as spinning and
weaving, even thougk there is 1it++le a2vidonce of succeszful

comnazrcial ventures into theze Lndustries,

]

K3ty +he aveatly increased populstisn what +he colonv en-
doved wvery soonl after hecoming a part of  Canade, and with
the  improved +transportation, goodg beceae more readily
availabhle and *he econory graduz2lly exnanied. "he nuaber of

wholzzalers and retailers increased, thersbv  dntroducing

compatition, 2150, now that fle ares was a ¢ity,84 +he do-
aqren of zvecializeticn amonag irndivilmalz dincroesed and ser-
vicaz, as well =g qgoods, wore pnrchased.®5  Spinping 2pid

wearing 2 home irdustries were 1o longer critical and tex-

#3i1» production, o©oven c¢n & conwrunity hasis, was not an og-

g4 Tha (Ci+ty of Winnipeqg was irncoerporated in Novemher of
1373, - Bejg and Murcev, op. cit., 91.

8% 2a1lan, OP. Cite, 10
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s2ntial industcv with the availabilityv of manufactured vard-
age from more ‘pdustrially developed oitside centres. Peo=

ple living in +the isolated farvr villaqtzs rotained fthe peeld

By
o]
t-1
193]

alf~-sufficiencvy longer, tut qgradually the goods ani

7}
]
3
<
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loes of Wwinnipeg became increasinyly aczcessible *o them

A
n
b
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he parttern was set, Home weaving, attar 1270, was not an

esgzatizl requirement for most femflies and it cer+tinly was

no+ zoacidered 2 recreational activitv, This accoun*ed for
the "=tands*ill" that PReriau describhel. Ha cited 1929 zs

*he yaar of +the revival in handweaving, bhut +his date va

N

Aes80212

F

ed with everts which took place in Duehec 2+ that

ima, However, as will be shown in subsaquant chapters, it
*00¢ 2lmoct. . another decade for the effects of the changes in

“he Ducbhec scene to diffuse as far as Mani*obha.

T+ should he noted at this point, that the late nine=
te@JtH and eavrly fwentieth centuries <aw large nunbers of
central and eastern Enropeans migrate  +5 Manitoha under the
sifcon immigration policle=,B6 wanv of th2se people cama
fron areas which had long éﬁandinq teaxtile traditions,®7 ard
som2 handweaving was praciicsed in isnlzated 1rpég +hrounghout

86 3a2llan, op. ci*., €& 2.

87 ryr example, the Ukrainian Women's Association of Canada

{vanitoba Branch) musenm contains 3 number of pilecesz of
clothing made from intricatelv woven fakric, said *to he
hand woven. :

8¢ For example, = Swedish loowm locztel in the Friksilale mu-
s2un bears . the following descrirption:




*he province, 88
for a3 study in
t+his thesis.

ol TP
il

.3 Weaving however,

. 1910

»f *“he Xxo
Tt had =ge

Thev made

ite own right and will not he included

hand made by one of the %oransyn hrothers

rd dis=rict, Ponated hv *the Tegelhergs.

rved Ip the arez during ‘*he 2arly dave.
floor mats on i+,

zoull form the

."
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Chapter TIX

HANDWEAVING IN MENTTORR IN THEE 19%0°S

3.0.70  Introduction

To properlv place hendweaving Iin Mani+oba in *he 1940's
‘n parspective, it ic necessarv to first examine a series of
events which +ook place in Quetec in +the late 1920's and
ezrly 1930's. The Quebec situation had 3 profound effect on

enhsaguent developments in Yanitoba.

3.0.11  oOrigins im Quebec

Ry the end of the nineteenth century, (nmebec hzd devel-
opel a distinctive cul*ure which was "zqrarian, reliéious,
randl *raditionzl Tlandl was in confli:{ with the *rend of
modarnization that surrounded and penelrated i+", 89 Sign:ifi-
~an+ changes vwere taking place in the economy of Can=ads as =a
whole hut "for most French Canadian=s "farming maintained itz
Jominant place™",90 A3 +*he amoant of good farmlani dimin~
i=hed however, thousends of people from Nush2c were drawvwn to

the factories of wontre3zl®l (which were 1lerqgely contrclled

89 Xanne*h McRoberts end Dale Posgete, Quebaz: Social Change
and Political Crisis, (Toronto: “cClelland and Stewart
Limi+ed, 197/}, 20.

30 ¥=RNoher+ts and Posgate, op. cit., 20.

91 vYcRoherts and Posgat*e, op. cit., 21,




hy Wn1lich epesking businessmen) and of Masgachuset+s, 92
The 19297z . n Ounebrec gaw grow*h in finarce and industrv,
ho*h of which wore "+igh*tly organized and zontrolled by an
"nali~h~-cpeakint ainority of Rritons and Canadians",93 hnt
with ~he depression at the end of *the decade came widespread
anenploymen®, mhiz Tescul*ted in "Frenth~Canadian Teserntnent
and anjyer againss "foreign! cmnloversn®4 ac yell 3 2 Tege
sonably snccesefull "hack-+o=+*he=1and moveman+t", 9%
Tn 1929 *here was a vwovivel [in hom2 weavingl.
In connec*ion with whe hack *o the land movenment,
“he Coverraen+t of the Province of Quehez, crea+ed
1 =chool of Hendicrafis in *he Depertment of rgri-
cnlture.
~his school is for the <treining of leaders who
‘n turn work in the field, *eachingy the momhozﬁ of
the Women'e Clule and the "Cercles des Fermieres!
*he art= of epinning, weaving, dveing of +he vari-
ours *ex+ile fihres, e3pecizllv “hoso prodnced on
ke farm=-wonl and flax., ¢
z in other parts of +he count*ry, *ha importance of home
weaviny had been declining in Ouebhec, The traditional
"harn®" loomns were huge devices which raguired lazrge amounts
72 W.L. “Mor*ton, ¥znitoha: A Hisfory, (ToTor*do: lniversityv of

Toron*o Pres<, 1967y, 160,

23 J.A., Tower,
07 MefRraw=H

' 3tory, rev, eod, (Tcron-

1973y, 179,

24 [OWOT, ORP. Ci*., 170,

95 mzRoherts and Pocgate, op. cit.,, 32.

96 n==3av L, Reriazu, Fome Weaving, (Ouehec: Department of rg-
cfeonlture, 1932y, 10,

B. Eurthar 2nd Dorothy ¥. Rurnham, Keep Me Warnm
Do Night: Tarly Fandweavipg In Fasiezn Canada, (Torcnio:




of floor space.®? Thev woere *horefora stored and used in
harns or gheds and, =°nce these sheds woull have had 1it+le
f anv heat in the winter, weaving tended fo become 3 summer
occupa*ion., Having teken no*te of *hig situztion, the Quehec
napartment of lMariculture, in 1974, ran 2 comperi*ion for =
new *vype of leooam  to replrce *he cumbersore old«?aﬁhioned
models, The winnirg design was *o receive +the endorcement of
“he Da2pariment of 2griculture, Nilus Leclerc, of 1.'7Tslet
desigqned 2 four harness counter-~halancei loom which won *his
~aompa+*ition and his company bheqgan production of +his model
which was suhseguen*tly demcnstrat*ed @t the Onehec exposition
in 192A~.,98 mhis was the loom thenr, which was used IZn the
dmehec Nepartment of dqgriculture *eaching programs and =up-
porta1, nerhapr even bv cash cubgidies for panrchasco, b§ +he
"cerzlas des Fo:migres". nuring *his period, all of +ttesc
loowrs were =011 s=ric+ly through mail orler catalogues &z

“he Tazlerc company engaged no dealers,99

Hand ot home wezving *n Queohec wis dezmed hv *he gov-
arnaa2n*t *o he verv ipportant hecruse of ite close connection

with fa-ming, *he French Canedian ecconomv in Quebec heirg

Mnivergsi+y of Torento Prese, 1467%), 44,
98 T+ =honld be noted here that, from this heginning, *he
L2zlerc loor compeny went on to beccme fthe largest loonm
manufacturer in Canada, and possibly evan in +he world.
I* should =zlso be noted that +he prize winning loom of
1924 has s*ood the test of +ime anl, apart from minor
nolifications, remains unchanged and ‘=z ¢till marketed,
Az *he present "Mira" model.

99 pihart Teclerc, private intervicw, June, 1981,
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primarily an agricultural cne. Af*or 1760, when +he Trench

W

los* this area of *he con*tinent *¢ +*+he ufifish, large num=
hers of the weal®hy French husiressmen re*urned +to France,
leaving behind ~he fermers, the poor ani +he clergv. Farms
wer2 emall and relativelv self-zusctaining, therefore there
Was li*+le wmonev for‘fhe purchase of consumer goods apd ser-
vices, Handvexving was one of +he astivities which was
praztised as a hone industry, ro that attempts to improve
farm conditions in Quebec naturallv lel +o advances in howe
weaviny education and technologv, 190 s =  con-inuation of
*he prodiect, Osc2r Reriau who was at *tha+t +ime, *+he Quebec
“inister of Agriculture, wrote a comp:ahénsive hook dealing

with fibhres, varne and lcoms, and the d23igning and dAraf*ing

nf woven stracturec. This bhook was puhlished in FPrench ec
"o Tigmage DNDomestigque” and in  Tnalish nnder the name "Here

weavinag®., The la*t+er version was published in 1929,

Manitoba has alwave had =2 enhetantial French popnletion,
locatedl primarily in *he city of S%. Roriface, but also
spr2ad out in a numher of outlvipag smaller rural centres.
nocagsoe *hosotfrpnch ccecmmunities are aesantially enbedded in

*he larger Tnglish speaking popnle*ion of *he West, +hev

+2nl 0o look *to Onebec for advice and lecadership, Thus, la

100 ponald Creighron, TIominion of “he Morth: a History of
~anada, revised edi*icn, (Toronto: Macmillan Company of
Tanada Limited, 1987y, 152, =nd Ronarct laclerc, private

interview, June 1981,
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qocieto A'Fnse’gnement Postecclaire Au ¥eni*toba, under The

Aira~*prship of F=2ther D'Eschamhaul* inclui=d a oprogram of
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weaving instruction among its activit
structors came from Quehec and offeral ingsiruction In St.
Ronifaze, as well as a number of other French commnnities.

. L s

Tn 1941, which 13 the vear that la Societe eactnally beaan

ite weaving classes in Mani<oba, anothav program of wezving

H

'
o

d. mhie program, which wag sron-

[P
w

instruz+tion was initi

f

sored bv *+he Searle Grain Companv, was not intended to Fre in
compa+i+tion with the French proiect hut rather to bhe corple-
mentarv., mhe a2im of *his endeavour was sinilar to the ob-
jectivaz of the Onebhec plan, in that the See-le Grain Ccmpz-

nv #3shed to "hrighten the livez of the [prairiel farm wife

joda

Frwivez1".101 Tn “he 1°40's, these women were relatively

S0
1a+21 andl i+ wae hoped *ha%t *hig organized activizy would
provide some contac* with other women 23 woell az +eaching a
~k%11 which could be practiced tov+he hetterment of the fam-
i1y si+uetion. Spinning and weaving w2ra considered partice
nlactly appropriate skills becanse of thair long associatic

with anriculture,

e

forth of *hefe prodects were amhitions, each offering in-

gt-y=+tion *to hundreds of wouwen, and hecange of thisz, they
form an interesiing par* of Manitoba's cul*nra anl gocicel
hictnrv., For *his reason, each of these progrems will he

Afarsaszsed in detz2il in subseguent chaprars.

101 Dorothy Pankine, le++er dz+ted Novemher, 1978,




Chapter IV

.
LA SOCIETE D'ENSEIGNEMENT POSTSCOLAIRE DU FAWITONBR AND
WEAVING

4.0.73  Farly

La Socié+é d*Fnseignement Poéfscolaire du Manitohz  wze
founded in 1934,102 under the direction of Father Antoine
W'F;:Hambault,‘with its headquarters in St. Boniface, aa 2
Mani*oha hranch of the Quehec based Societd d'"nzeignement
postecolaire.  This organizaticn, which wags affiliated with
*he roman Catholic church, was involved with adult education
- znd nander*took A broqram of instruction *o Manitohans, par-
*f¢cularlv in *he French communities, in a number of differ-
ant sukdecte.

s previouslv noted, the Quehec Depiriment of Agriculture
had bs2en operating 2 program of home weaving instruction
sinze the late 192Q0%s. La Soci5+5 A'Fnsei gnement Posisco~
lair2 and the asaociated R=zzociation d'=ducation (which wes
interested in programs for echoel chilliren) had also bhv *+his

+3ima

[

+ / \ Ao
z2tahli~hed les Ecoles menageres {Schools of Hore Tco-
. . . . o ,
nomicsl., Reprecentatives of la Societe enconraged +he Mani-
*obha qgrouv to offer this tvype of Zns*ruztion as well, as is

*1lustrated by the followina July 7, 1941 excerpt fronrn the

czint PRoniface, Scortembar 24, 1981, 2,
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chronizles of *he Tpecit+tnt et Collegqe St,  Joseph, R
noniface, in which a speech to <fheir cours de Pedaqgogie is

described:

~ e d pd
L2 Congres a cte rendu encore plus interessant par
1a presepce (de M. 1l'abbe Tessier, vigiteur des
Ecoles Menageres de la province de duebec M, 1'-

- ’ , . ~ .
ahhe Tessier ertait 1'hqje de 1'Ass oc*wflon dtrdu-
cation et de la Societé d'¥Fnseignement Postsco-

laire, Y. eé/jer est connu jans 1'Fst comme un
animateur emer;to et un odncc our. I.a substance
de son enseignement ect 'le retour a3ux choses sip~
nles, aux "enli+é; de lr vie ordinaire Danz seo¢

g denpnes filleco

Tcoles menaqore , 11 vent former lasg g2

agui lui sont confzéb;, =urt on+ en viue de leurs ide-
voirs fu+ars comne 5pouqe e megk. “aa consells
pa2uvent se insis ququons nos enfante
p2r rapport a2 la vie et en tcnant compte de leur
milien, de lenr passe, de leurs cadres personnelg,
et eon vue de leurs devoirs futurg,103

1t anonther Pedagoqical Conference several nwnonths later,
~e¢ear Reriau also came from Querec to support and encourage

*he efforts of *he rpeorle whe werte offoring instruction in

T

Nom2stic ATts (wesving being incliadedl  in this cateqory).

He, himself felt i+ *0 be critical +o preserve the Canadian,

103 "Transla*tion) The Ccngress wes made yvet more interesting
hy *+*he presence cof Ahbot ?o°° er, 2 visitor from the
Home Fconomics schonols in Quehec, Abbot Tessier was the

host of *he 2sgscciation for Fduca+xion and of +he Adult

Rlucation focietv. Mr, Tessier iz known in the Fast as
a meritorious moving force and an 2ducator. The sub~
atance of hia *eaching is the return +o sinmple things,
to *he re=li*dfes ¢f ordinary 1+fe. 'n his Nome Fconon-
tze zchools, he wishes to mold +h2 vouny girle who are
antrusted to him, esp ecially in view of their future
duties as wife anrd mcther. . f1is recommendations can he
zummnarized thus: Fducate our <children in reference to

life 2nd in taking count of *heir surroundings, of *heir
rast, of their personal limits, 2and in view of their fu-
ture du*les,

\
Tnzti+u*t et rollege S, Jo=eph, Chroniclaz, TV, (St. Ro-
niface: Julv 7, 194%, €2,



41
or pavthaps more importantly tor  hia, Froﬁch fanedier,
tradi*ions and *het this canse could be helped enormously hv
fostering home Iindus*rv, incroas?nq tha ztanlards and degree
of participation in this industry, +*hroughk proqrams of edn-
c:i—’ on., 104

Tha Pranco~*anitolans were ohvionszly ve:v‘svmpaﬁhetic to

1

this viewpoin* =ince *hev had tongh* consciantionsly *o re-

S

tain thelr distinctive cultire and separate identity from

i

*he very reqinning, scme+times zgzinst qrest opposition.

Tha Manitoba aAct of 1870 had *aken into account +he dual-
i*v of langnage and religion which was present in *he <ccie-
tal structure of *he populaticn prior +o 1370 and i+, in
zondiunztion with ea”iv leagisliative enactmenté per+aining +o
eduzation, provided for pnblically foundoed catholic and Prote
es*ant schocls 105 mhese provisions howaver, werce me* wi*h a
areat deal of oprnoszition since "[a2lnvthing which aade for
divizion, =uch as +he dual Sv?%em'in language and schools
seemn2l *o invite 2 perpetuation of differences, and wae con-
demned in the general orinion of +he 2Arit+ish and Protestan*
majority", 106 Thys with *he passing of "he Pablic “chool Act

of 1890 v+ The denomina*ticnal svstonm of =chaols establiched

N .
104 Tnstitu* et College St. Joseph, Chronicles IV, (S*. FRo-
niface: October 17, 1941), F9 fSea Appendix N1.

105 D.s.  Woods, Fducation in Manitobha, Part I, Prelinminery

Report, {WEnnlpeqn Econamic Survey Roard, Province of
Yani+toha, 1938y, 15,

106 W.L. Morton, Mapitoba: 2 Pistory, (Toronto: [Ilniversisy
of Toronto Press, 1967), 2u5,
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In 1871 was  zbolishedAn,107 Thie situsadion con*inued  for
“ayan vears, un+il 1897, when "+the Szhools Ac* was amended
in accord with  the Laurler-Groecnwny comp;omiso. Ry the
amendmen* Ca*holic teachers were *0o b2 emploved vwhen +here
wara fortyvy cathnlic children in »n urban =chool o~ *ten in =z
zonntrv schoonl,...When *en pupile fn zay school spoke French
or anv language other *han Tnalish, +*tha ‘*asching of thege
was to he "in ¥reanch, or <such other 1an&u5qe, and Fnglish
upon *he  bhi-lingual system"",108 necause this legislation
appliel *o anv of the minori*io? within Manitoba's popule-
tioan, it ultima*elv proved unwicldv anl wzs amended in 101F,
o 1bolish all bi-linqual %nachfnq.loq Thie wags the si*na-
*fon in vani+tobhe, with no French ins-ructisn permitted in
*he schools, =2t *he *ime of *he Pedajotical Conferences at
S+, Jomeph's Collegye in 10U,
rdded *o the problem of edncat+?on for the French in Yapi-
~oha wzs the decreasing ratio of +thair population +o the
popula*ion of Manitoba 2z a whole. In *the late ninetecenth
cen-arv,
[ Jevea*ed calle for (nebec support were made, hut
clerical and political leadere in duerec were con-~
carned wi*h *he wholecsale =2handonmen* of en+ize
paTishe=s for +he “ndustrial centers of Neow Eng-
lxnd, 2nd were no* igrresaed with suqgges*ions *hat
vat more emigrnation frowm OQuebec was desiratle.
™hoy argued, in turn, *hat French-Tanedians should

“amain in *their province lest thoev lose +heir

107 Yoode, op. cit., 21.

108 wor+ton, op. cit., 7?53,

109 wvnr~+an, op. cit e

’
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majority +here 2and fheir ipfluenza in Confedera-
+ion,110 '

The massive inflax cf ?asﬁern Turoprans into the province
at+ tha *urn of the centurv "put nresszuare on the francorhone
popula*tion"itt hy greatly increzsing the numbers of non-
“ren:hw»n@akﬂnq “znpitohans. Tkis was accompanied, in the
caTly Twentie*h centurv by the miqra*jnnqu "Tranco-Yaritoba
farming olemente"112 +o <Saskat*chewan anl Rlharta, 3y 1911,
*he number of F:ench Canadians in Manitoba had risern to
20,952, from 9,949 since 1881, hut this was accompanied by a
ria@z in *he purher of Weztern Tarope2ns from 9,168 +to LA ,584
2nd Zastern Furdpeans from 24 o 81,735 during the same in~
Terval. eipilarlyv, +he popula?ion of Manitonhang of Rritish
Jeszan® increased from 328,28% ip 18R1 +5 26F,5A2 in 1911,113
“"husz, where TFranco=Mapi*tobans hadl ~cconmnted for soventeen
percent of *the *o0tal Manifoha pornla*tion in  18R1, hy 1011
*hev onlyv :ép:esented ceven percent of the total.

nuring the *hirtv yvears hetween 1971 and 1947 nothing
happened *o change *he composition of Mani+oba's populetion
‘n favour of *he French. The Canradian Conscriphion cricis
of tho Firs* wWorld War Teinforced *he fezrs of French-Cane-~

110 Robert Painchaud, French-speaking fetflers on the Frai-
riasg, ENZQ_QEQQ, Canada's Vieual History, Seriees 1, Vol-
nme 19, Na+iosnal Museun of ¥apn anl W¥Weational Film Poard
€ Canada, 1974, 2.

111 painchaud, op. cit., .
112 p3ipnchand, op. cita., S

113 Wwoods, op. Ccit., Tahle TT, 10,




by
A*=n= M"abou®* *he unsvepra+he*’c rztut2  of *he ponulation
nn+3ida of Onebec Fandl [flurtheraore “he rapid urhanization

and indus*rizliza+tion of CQuebec providal mora opportanity at

33

home",114
mhasa factor=, nampelv *he provircial oducation policy ani
[ 4

[

he minoritv s*a*us of the Frerch, had a grea* effect on “he

jefinision of the Franco-*anitohran culzarel problem of *the 1
aupts, mhese prople were denied *+he Tight *o French educa-

“ion and were no* allowed public funding for *heir Catholic

~zhnols. ae a qroup, their =i7e¢ was also decreasing rela-
tidve *o *he rest of +he Mani*obz population. rActive meag-

ures were necesgarv, under *hese conlitions, %o keep the
Tranzo- Nanitofa commnnitv-from being assimilated ‘intc the
larger, predcrinantlv "nglish~speaking, popiulation in which
i+ waz enbhedded, The estahlishpent of = church affiliated,
French- lananage ru]n%* cAvcation program  wonld serve  *hece

needs a2dmirably well, T+ would a&lmo have *he distinct ad-

[

vantage of being intimately <copnected with similar programs
alreadv in onlece in QOnebheco, and thershy providing @ lirk
wi+y *hiz older apd retter @9:?F1i¢hod Trench community, @¢
woll =z +eaching a rpractical apd creative skill  haced on
long-3*2nding traditions.

mhuz +he province of OQuebec was able to exert considere-
nle influence on *he fromotion of hom2 wa2aving and other

~raft= in Manitoha, hoth througk the qovernment, in “he per-.

114 pa‘qnchaud, o2p. cit., S.
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son o€ N3car Rerian, 2nd *hrongh *he establi shed eduzetionzl

acenct ztions 2nd Fomen Ca*rholic o ganizations., Thn influe
anc2 cane in the forr of advice and enconrzoement, and that
of examnnle, 1% also came nore divect+ly in *he form of Che=-

hec wa=ving fnetructores.

.. . . 77
%.0,1% First Weavipg Course Given by La Societeé
d'Enseiqnemenrt Postscolazire dn Fanitoba

AN
n July 27, 1941 Sister Ragnes de Rowe 2nd Sigter M, Don-

Lde

alda, two sisters frem the order of Thz2 Holv Names of Jesus
and Mary, 4in the province of QOuehec bejan & course in wezv~
ing at S%. Jo~eph's Institute =nd Collage (2lso affiliated

wi+*h thig order) in 8*. Ponifeace.1!15 "his course was AERar-

jde

en*tly "sponsored Hdointly bv  the TPepartmen+ [of Fducation]
* . v . - / - .
and The Adult FTducation Agrociadtion {13 Societe 4f'Fncelgnes
mont Poatscolaire N, 116
o : :

1r5. NMcoomie Ricard vwho wae, =2+ *hit tims eigh*een vears
0ld and Cesident 3in 1a Broguemie, was one of the students
who participated in  tha* firas* conrce, "he paricsh priest
had heen adviged of the conrge and ackad if he knew of suite
akl2 zandidzstes, e wmr3,  Picsrd funmarriocd at “hat tipme)

had alwavs hed an inclinz*icn +towa-i ri ability  with

i

crafts, zhe was chogsen *o ao to &*., Roniface for the weeving

» \ *
118 Tpnetityt e+ College St. Joreph, Chronicles, TV, ({St. Ro-
niface: Julv 27, 1941), 65 [ See Appandix Rl

116 7 K, Pogers and Hugh Saunderson, "vanitoha Summer
School", PReport of *the Devpar+ment of Fducation for the
vear ending June 30th, 1947 (Winnipag: King's Prin+er,

TQu1y, 138,



e
conrse. The was not rTeguired *¢  pav taition znd waie alven

~oom and roard at ¢+, Jc<eph's College. The rvegues*t rade of

§ e

Mg, ricard, and of her fellow =students, wes onlv that they
paes this instruction cn *o o*her interasted peonle in their

~omunnt tieos.,

EN

Mrs Pica

¥
¢
v

d rementers *hig ae bheipy a varv large clase,

pevri1aipT as many =28 150 s=tudents, and that there wore very

e
n

r

manry nuns present,117 This is Consistent with *“he St. Jo-
seph's chronicles which indicated +hat nuns from eight d4if=-
foran* convents were precent as well as “wenty-one women =and
voung givlg,tt18

Tha conrse, which lagted for most of the snamer, nred
floor loom=s zet up in S+. Josgeph's Colleqge, and varns which

~

gietar Agnes and @icter Nenalda hed bronghy  wi*h *hew from
Dnebac, M onumhern of different weave ciructures wete covered
and sample hooks were made up. Severyl of *haiﬁicfer€ fron
s¥. Joseph's College who participated in *hias ing-ruction
Tetained thelir sample books over the vears and have placed
“hem in the College archives.

"3 *hese sample rcooks are sinmilar +o0o each o*ther &nd to
ones  produaced In  subsequent courses which Sister DNopalda
“anght, +hey obviously give a rerconably accurate Irsiqght

into *he naturze of *hig course, Ag =uzh, a brief discusesion

of the general cheracteristics of +he samples and approaches

7~ . N - . . 2 . .
117 N2omie Plgard, private interview, Septepher, 1981,

N
118 Tnpsti*u* et College St, Jo=eph, Chroniclas, IV, (8%, Ro=-
nifaces Inlv 27, 1801y, 65 7 ©ce Apnendix 71,




will be irclnded 2t *his roint.
Tha scrap books were producad =ccorling to a standard

fForma*, with emall samples attached <o the right hand paqe

and labelled. n very ccmrlete descrip=ion nenzllv appeared
an th2 facing vage, ~his descrinrtion inclnded *he draft,

~he sleving, *he *fc-up znd all cf *h» various +*readlings

need, ~he sampples hepzelves, were roimer?ly woven in cotv-
~on, wi+h =zome wool and occasionmlly some linen used. Pv

+0day's handweaving s+tandards, *he aczfual varns used would
hbe conzidered fairlv fine, and *he zeit 6f *he fabric guite
den=zco. Pohert Leclerc has in fact, inlicated that *the nost
~omnon reed size ured at that *ime wvas 15 dents per inch and

shat ='ze was supplied with hie company's looms, wheress the

i)

~eed which comes wi+h a new Lleclerc looam *olay has 12 dents
par in~thk (5 den*s per centinmetrely, 119

The firs+® exercicge in *“he books tnvolved the clags of
nrTizane =imples", which was varia*ions on 2 straight *will
“h=231inq. At leas™ one of the students hed monnied eight-
een Aifferent c=mples for this oxercizz, réprﬁsen*inq elght-
nen 11 fferent weavina varistions, innther agroup of serrles
waz woven neing e "Ch%vrefonil]es" or Cvercho* draf+, and
“hera were as manv 23 tventyeeiqbt  =amples woven on this
sipgle draf* includad in *he grono., ™ha waIp waeg almost ex=

~1usivoly white cot*on, with a co%*on tabby weft, but tre

natte-n weft wes comctimes cotton and some*tines wool. Cther
119 Roher* leclerzc, lettor *o  *+he anthor dated April 7,

1921,
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weava =tructures studied and recorded woere "Nids Pabhellles
. - I
(2 typa of Rird's Fve), '"Allees de Roses" (Rosepathy, "Ete

ot Hiver" (summer zpd Wintery), andi "Tncrus%atian" (a2 po’nt

i

“will cthreading, woven as a *abhy background with a pick up

inlavY. Tn addi*ion *0 *he ge s*ructural experimen*ts, vari-

as colour samnles were woven, with sa2veral +ypes of plail
fahric appeating in =ome of *he bhooks, without exceptiorn,

+he work *hat was precented was capiblz. of b2ing produced on
four harnesses and was almost certainly vwoven on a floor

loon.

Th2 general level of crafismanshkip and documentaticn in
the work *ncluded in the =ample hocks was high 2nd *he range
and la2nth of +topics covered was substantial. These hooksz
give everv indication +tha* the couree *hat wais tauaghit 2+ 9+,

Tocenht's College inveclved & compreohencivae e*ndy of four hare

ness woven struciures and weaving technigues,

#.0.75 Contimuation of Weaving Edmcation Program

The nipiaster of Tducation in Papicobe abt +he  tinme .
’

o
1 da

achnal=7, was S0 inpressed hy *he vesults of this ipitial
courze, hoth in *erms of *he awticles producad and the opire-
it whizh was iretilled iu *he students, “ha* he offered la

”~ 7
societre At ¥nseignenent Postescolaive = yrant 1f  *hev would

ox*and their instruction to +he rural communities. Father

120 Nn~ing *re 1941-42 filecal vezy, *h2 Province of Yanitoba
naitdl ®€700.N00 to *he "Manitohz ssociation for 2dnl+ =du-
ca*tion, ©t. Roniface", = Purlic Aczoun*s of *+he Province




g

0

Ntrzzhambhaul®t agreed to *his proposall?0 2nd waz  given

nermission hy Sicter Donalda's convent in ¥Yontreal, +o keep
her in ™ani*toha for ancther vear, The teaching of weaving

in the ourlving villages +hen hegan in the fall of 13241,121
According to zn entry in *he S*. Toceph's chronicles of
July 78, rau?,  Sister Nonalda m2rpagel <o *=2ach her wezving

e ‘n flve Yifferent coamunities hoetween +the fall of

U)

cour

194817 and *he summer of 16042,
. -//
Sous les anspices de la Societe Tanadi
elqnement Posktecoleaire, =ectlion fr Canga
’\

anne d'fneo-
se, Soeur.

P
3 cours de

M, nalde insuqura duran* 1'annda 1
ﬁfc¢aqo dane les paroisges anvan&@a. Notre Dame
Ae Lourdes, Sein*te- 2nne des Ch2nes, ¥inndpeq,

?a;n+mJospph, Havwood et 1la Broguerie. Notre
chere soeur consacrai* en movenns cing semaines
1ane chacun de ces endroits pensionnant che7 les
religicuses ou partont olle fu+ recue le plus
cordiallement possible, 22 3

When Sfsrer DNenalda *avght  her weaving conrses +he

-

year, che acked “rs, Ricard to accompany her and %o act as
an issistant, for which gshe war pail 3 waje of about one
1ollar per. student, which apparently she gaved *o hny her
of ™anitobs for +he fiscal yvezr ended P2pril 30, 1947,
121 rn=oine Di'Fechambault, "Ltar+izanat auw  Fanitoha fren-
>ai=1, Paveane, chuaLv, 1047, A,
)
12?2 T 7ranslation?] Under the auspices of the TFrench s=ection
of *he Societv for 2dult Pduca*ion, Cfistor Donalds

,_‘?

institnzted during the vear weaving conrses n +the fol-
lowing Dﬁ*‘fho*' No+re Pame e lourles, Sainte-Anne des
“h2nesz, ¥Winnipeg, Saint-Josenh, Haywood and Lz Rroqguer-

ie Aur dear sigter devotred 2t leae* five weeks +0 each
of *hesco places boarding with “he nuneg,. She was most
covdially received wherever =he went.

TpnETitat et 11 ege 5+, Jozeph, Chroniclare, IV, (¢, Po-
nifzco:s Julv 28, t19uny,
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own loonm. ¢he recalls that classes were held in the parich
hall 2nd *ha* 3ll ages of people a*tended “hem. Cooking and
“eving insiruction was alco offered andl exhibitions of *he
stnlan*s' work were held, with =mzll privec awarded for the
hest examples of wotrk in the various courseg.123
=tow Fadeleine Parenf of st. Joszsanhtzs College remen-

her2l 3 course *“ha* was organized across *he river in

peq which was given to a qroup of ¥nylish women. This
coursz2 was conducted in the evenings and 2as Sister Donalde

reqrired & companion, since it involved heing out after
dark, <ister Madeline accompanied her,124

dJuring the school summer vacation of 1042, another weav-
‘ng proqram was organized and held 2t St. Joseph's College,
with school teachers bheing invited +o0 zttent, ™his coursoe
continned with bheginning weaving under “he direction of Siecw

“er Donalda, hru* at the game time, 1 second group of ip-

de

stractcion was estahlished. Sister . Alphonme d'?*vila fron

i

~he -eaional Home Fconcmics school 2% Sain+t2 Mar+tine, Quebec

wvae tho instructor for this group, whizh dealt wi*h nore ad-

vanz2d *opics., The g+tudents in this cseciior were aszunped +o

’

have knowledge of wesving, perhaps from onc of Sis+er Donzal-
12 's 2arlier ourses, and o covered 111itional weaving me-

“erizl as well a® s%raw braiding and vegetable dveing.

[N

vate

fotu

- / 1] 3 " *
123 Naopie Rigard, or nterviecw, Sapteaher, 1981,

tzs ci~tor Madeledine Parent, privete interview, Seprenter,
1921,
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Thare were thirfyethree participants in the two proqgrauns
tyenty-*+hree of whom weTe nun=s ard +en of whom were laymen.
“ach of +he students had the uvse of 3 loon, there heing
ahout *hirty-seven looms available.
apinning was 31lso assuned *o ke *anugh*, =2
amentaryv or *he advanced level, or hoth, since the 3t. Jo-
seph's classrcoms werc <said to have contain2d =iy =spinning
wheels, 125

pzzording to a Winnipeg Tribumne acticle Siszter Noralda

went o S*. Agathe to teach, in November of 1942, Clesces
“heca vyore held from 9 +o 12 ip the morning and 2:30 +o 5

in the afrerncon [ for six weekel znd [+ lhera were 15 loons

.t
by

bury 211 +the time®,128 3z ‘n all her previous courses,
one wa= well recelved, not only tv +the women and girls who
participated, bu? alse bty *the villege zosiients who attended
=n  exhihi*ion of *he weaving nproducai. Father Clovis
paille, +hé parish nriest, wasz dﬂifqhtei with *+he cuccess of
“he zourse and felt that there were othe r potential and re-
alized hencfi*e zvrising frem this instrwction, in addition
=0 *ha instruction i*gelf.

g and fthe
's no* qust
e+t+y and

pr
the conTze
xm thrift+,

"ur hope 1+ will dead *o sheep T’iﬁ ne
arowing of flax." Then he added: "1
the fac* +hat thev have learned *+o mak
nzefnl things for their homes that mad
S0 succeseful, T+ has teught *

1
+
2
o
ho

~

125 Tnat

} e
N

~ ‘
tut et Colleqge S*. Joseph, Chroniclas, IV, (3+. Ro=-

face: Julv 28, 1942y, RB8.

=

. Agsthe Present Dis-

t26 verena Gerriock, "Villagers of =
innp , Novampher 17, 19472,

plav of Weaving",
o



patience and perseverance. Tt has faught us older
people *+he* not all the voung ones want +o spend
theifr *ime ir idle rleasures, 2?27
Zlearlv, +hi= education wag no* merzly skill orfiented but
emhrazed the broader purpose =25 oexprezsed by Abbot Tessier
of getting bhack *o *he =imple *hings 2nd bacoming more in

*wnz2 with “the environment.12% 7+ =2lsn proved a succeszfnl
vohicle for the church o promo*e noral virtyes and helped
*o foster a greater understanding between the generations.

Muting the remeinder of 1942, fis*ar DNonalda went on to

R+, Pierre =2nd *hen cn January *'5, 1043, sk2 began a cource

a* Holv Rocarv School 3n Winnipeq. Thiz counrse had twenty=
3ix women and girls ze students, each with h2r own loomn. A

newzpaper article in tavrch gave qlowina accounts of ‘*he
quali+y of “*he wprk produced bv these weesvers ({and others
“anqgh* previonsly bv Sisfer Dene lda) which was displeved in
an 2xhinition 2% the school.

The woven articles descrihed »+ this exhibition alone are
numerons, 129 ranging frem altar mate, *ioe, scarvec and haly
%hawia to hedsprezds, curtains, szeawmer rugs and tweed vard-
=qge for mente and ladies! aults,

Jn “arch 21, 1947, Sicter Marie Miyinilla, al<so of the
ordar 0f The Holv ¥awmwes of Jesus and Mary, leof* St. Roniface
for Ste. Martine, Cuetec where <he r2ceived *raining as =2
127 Garrioch, op. cit,, A,

SN .
128 Tp=+itu* et College &%, Joseph, Chroniclas, IV, (S+t, Ro-
nifaces:s Inly 7, 1941y, A7, '

“innipeq Free Press, March 9, 1043, 3,

129
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veaving instructori3®0  and, lster that vear, zhe replaced
nister NDonaldz ss 2 teacher of weaving. fister Max, azs che

= now fondlv referred to, is *honght to he in her nine*‘es

hut =411l has manv fine memories of her weaving classec.

J

ster Maximilla *zuqht weaving +o hup-

fobe

Avar manv vears, «
1reis of people, primarilv in -ural communities, She wernt

o sor2  Fnqglish, ae well as the French, cormunities and

N

*anght wezving *o all kipnds of people ~- small children, wvo-

3. Father J.A. Tan~

[
[

men and men, evern to some of the pries

—in, the parish pries: at Letellier, wiz so “aken with wepvy-

=Y
J

“npa af<on particip2ting in one of Sizter Maximilla'e courses

*hat weaving hecame hia hobhhy, 131 cietoyr Maxinmilla men*ioned

+t

*he names of a few of the communities in which she gave her
conrse xnd these wereo: e+, ¥alo, S*t., Piorre, CO+titerburn, ©t,.

TJean Raptiste, 1., Rgathe and St. dnlpha2, 2ll in +he Fed

Rivyar vallev area, Apparentlv thic was *he area which zhe
priaarily *oured, al+though she @id recall going *o Spok=zne,

Hashiny*on for *ws summers “o qive weaving courscs.!32
3heT Mavimilla usually gave her clzsses in church tase-

ments using  lcoms which she hed *renspor*edl with her from

nlaz2 o nlace. Tn St.  Clande for exanple, fiften U5 inch
. -~ - . - . .
130 [ 'a2cole Sacre-Toeur, Chronicles, 1918~1945%, (Winnipeqg:

"2wch 9, 1eu3y, 171,

131 aigter Helene Chepnt, archiviet, s+, Joseph's Acadeny,
p=ivate interview, Cctoher, 1a4Rr1,

Ter Marie Maxipille, priv

132 gis ate interview, Cfeptenher,
1001
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looms and one larger loom were cer+.133 The larqger loor was

appara2ntly a double loom, requiring two weavers *o operate,

and had a weaving width of 20 Inches., Recause of +he width,

+

=

2e
n

iz loom was cuitable for weaving blankets and +hings of
*hat type.134

Tt was 1pno =mall dob fransnorting these loon=, as “they

were lavge and hulky chdec*s. The Nilne Leclerc Inc. cata-

logue pnblished in 1944 recordz *+he dimension<e and weigh* of

3 fortv-five inch loom as four feet seven inches 1long by

three fee* wide bv  four feet three inzhes high, and *+he
woeight as 125 nonunds. The ninety dinch loom was “lke =zire

a® the for*y-five inch one bhnt i+ts haight and width

=
a
jo ¥
or
——
=
13

wera *hree and forty=seven inches greater, respectivelv and

i* weilghed an z2ddi*icnal 110 rpounds.

fas
H]

zter  Cecile ™irenne was 2 *eoath2r 2+ Sacred  Heart
artonl Anring *he time *hat Sistor Macimilla was agiving her
cour=ses and, since <she too enijoved w2aving, she wen* out
with <ister Maximilla on weekends +o help her set nurp her
loons=. tt *he end of cne secsion, <~his meant +aking +he
looms *o pleces =o ﬁha%vthev conld he éransporfed *¢ the

next community znd +then reas=enbled for +he new clacs. 135

133 <8P, Novenmher, 1643, 10.

134 Cizter Marie Maxipilla, private Interview, Septenher,
1921,

135 "iever Cecile Turenne, private interview, Septepher,
1981,
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Novemher, 1943 caw *he first volime of SIEP publicshed.

"his was a small bookle* whichk was the official organ cf 1la

.~ - N . - . LT}
Spciz2t2 Posiscolalire and pnrovided brief descriptions of +he
groip's ongoing activities, The first is=ene descrihed *he

weaviny course which <Sister vaximilla gave *n  St. rlaude,
with =hie assistance of Rhhot Pad=27z, Sho had *welve studentsz
*2ke *his instruction and according *o €TP, 1+ wag very well
reczivei, 136

Rv the time tha* SFP began itz publication, +*he wezving
nrogramn was reesonably well estahbhligshed. Tonr hundred vani=~

. ¢ /

*obanz had ‘heen taught *o weave and 1la %oziete had about

rtv looms on hand, The organization aleso kept stocks of

*h

N

ma*erials which *hevy were able to senl ont t5 courses, along

wi+h *he loomns. A+ theg* time, increasing prices of ma“teri-
1ls waTe no* the naior problem for ~te group, hat +he scar-
ity 0f suppliesl?? was z zeriounrs CORZ2 TN Tt must he re-
mephara2d +hat this war during +he secon?l world war, with i+s
at+aniant shortzaes and rationing, ™he ¥ilus Leclerc ccmpe-
nv wxz3 ¢classed as 2 farm wachinervy prolncer by +he govern-

ment hecanse of *he lonag association of handweavina with ag-

~icnltnre, ard wag ‘*herefore deem=z=1 2 high priority
indast-vy, n this wav the companv wa3 able £+0 purchase Taw
ma*erialas «uch as lumber and me+tsl, *0o hire wortkers anid

136 3%p, Novemher, 1943, 10,
137 ewp, Novembero, 1043, 10,

138 Rober* leclerc, rriva*te in*terview, June, 1981,




therefore to kcep up *+the produc*t’on of i+e loomsz.138
Tha Tanqge of articles produced n Fanitobha weaving class-
es luring this nrogram was obviously considerable, e was

“he guantity, Sicter Maximilla recalladl a similar inventory

of i*taans being produced as *tho=e in Sister DNDonalda‘*s Holy

Rosarv exhibition, “he z2lc0o mertionel *towels and bhlankets,
‘n 31ii*tion to cataloagnes, +he charazteristically TFrench

Canilian carpeting, woven in a verv simple weave structure

using rags as weft,139

s

Inlv a gmell fee of *en dollars wa3z cherged to the stu-
dents *o defray the ccste and rrovide an honorarium for the
inetriuctor.140 The students were reguiraz2l to pay for materi-
2ls which they used in their prodiccts and were able tc¢ ob-
2 Lo ’

+a‘n them frem la Seociete stores, The cone of vyarn thet

rhey nzed was welghed before *he stndan*t s*rar*ed winding a

warp o- hohhing from it and weses weighed again, af+tor the

profect WAS wOoveon. The weight of yarn used was *thus de*er-
J

mined and charged?l 4t
. s 7
Azzovding to S¥P, during the vesr 1244 zloane, 1la Socliete
d'Tnsaignement Postscolaire gave fourteen courses to 182
2tyiz2nts and  sold 47 looms.!%2 Tn excess of 80 women eand

139 Harold B, Purnham and Dorothy XK. Burnham, Keep ¥Me Warn
dne Nigh*: TFarly Handweaving ip Faistern Canade, (7oron-

to: TUniversity of Toronto Presg, 1975, 10.
140 sT¥p, Februnarvy, 10U5, 8,

141 3Iigter rfecile ™M™urenne, privete interview, Septembher,
1981,

142 c®p, February, 1945, 8,
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Jirls took *the course in 1945 eand abhont B0 looms were sold

by 1i3 Soclete that vear,143

4.0.75  Related Reavimg Comrses

v yreat manv of the people who took  these weaving cour-

o=, patticularly those given Aurira “he suamer a%t 3t.  Jo-
2eph's College, were *eschers, “nie23, that+t wae prohably

“he ozcupation of most of the nune who learned +o weave in
“hese prograns, cecme *eachers  *ook *hig instfuction and
le=arnal *o weave purelv for *hein own use and endovament hut
there were o*hers who went hack +o *h2ir schools and passed
on tha2iv knowledge to *heir zm:zudents. Sister Cecile for ex-
anple, *aught &* Sacred Heart School where weaving was a
p=rt of *he Home Fcorcmics program, The girls wove fabric

whizh *hev then made up “‘nto ckirte or drescoa,144

§¢*=a*er Aqnes TPemoizcrc, also of &+, Joseph's College,
“ook the weavinpg course in ¢+, Ponifaz> one summer and +*hen
want back to feack her elementarv school childreu in Kencre.
Kenars was very feolated from *lhe heavily popula*od frntario

coantres so *hat *he sig*ers who “*2auagh® n *he schooles there

k=3 anzh more coutact with and were more 2Znflnenced bv Wip=

nipeg =nd <+, Roniface, Thev did ir fict, feel fhemselves

“n 52 3 patt of the U"religious province of Manitohah, Sigm

ter rqnes taugh* wezving to her grades four, five and six

143 2n?2, Nhegcepher, 1045, 2,

144 2i3%er Cecile Turenne, private interview, Septenber,
10Q1
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ctnien*s and wes very gqratified wi*h *hairt progress in this
suhja2o*, Ry arade five, *the students were making scarves
and weaving their initiale in at *he cnis. This type of ed-

appaTentlv very well viewedl by the parents, whod

o)
2
W
3

Q

o)

b

ol
;

joi}

vers pleased to see their children completing projec:s which
roaquired perserverznce and self-disgiplined atitention to de-

“a i1, The paren*=s veTe also g fied to see the oride of

rt

"e‘

;n

workmanship displaved by the s*udente asg wpll az *he ‘prer-
ozt shown in the *raditional wesve shructures and patterne,
"he school inspec*or was aleo oxceelingly pleased to see
*his +typne of =skill reing taugh+ in the schonl,145 and “hese

‘mpr2szions had a posgitive offec* on the €ize of *he aqrant

i

n

which i+ received.
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Siwster Maximilla is not *hought 5 h=ve *raugh* formel
w2aving cour=zes pagt +he 1940's3, although she did continue
*o ins*ruc* on a limi*ed individval haei=z.146 There ics no

Tecnrd of another dnstructor having +3kan over the *eaching

. . \ X R
of zlasses *n  weaving, 2lso, the Mlletrdin of 1.a fociete
ceased %o be published sfoon afrter 1045, The Decemher 1945
“rsn2 stated  that financial assistence from  the University
145 Tister Agnes Demoissac, private infterview, Septemher,

1981

146 <f=sor Helene Chetu*, privite Interview, Vovemhor 1921

147 22D hecembher 1945,
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~of ®apitoha would allow publication of a few more issues,147
hut *hese Issues, 1f they were puhlished, &re not contained
in *he holdings of *he Sain* Ronifaca Historical Society,
although *he Historical Societv's archives do contain all of
“he SEP'bullotina up *o *ha*t point,

The Marnitoha aqovernment zwarded grantg to  the "Mapitohs
yezocziation  for rdnlt  Fdncation, which was the Fnalich

P

=ranslation of *he nprame - "la Socie*e i*Ffnseiqnement Fost-

ezoliire”, theaginainag with the 700,00 grant received 3in *he

1941-42 fiscal vear,

Y]

ni1 each vear af+er that an addi+icnel
nayvaen* was mede, ending with “*he fiscal vear 1047-4P,
"her2 was no monev paid to this organization in 19008-00,148

Informed sourcest+? cay +hat the last grant mentioned wes

~onghlv coincident wi*h +he cond of its formal weaving pro-
T=2m,
148 Grz2nts paid +to the Mznlitoba Asecociation for Aiul*t Tduca-

ion hv the Province of Manitota were a2 follows:
May 1, 16417 - april 30, 1094
2 € 700,00

vay 1, 1942 tpril 20, 1942 $ 100,00

Mavy 1, 1942 ~ april 30, 104U F1000.00

May 1, 1844 -~ April 30, 1945 +1000,00
1

Mavy AQuF - np:
¥May 1A F - ?‘p,_:-
2y 1 ’ 1947 = 1 DI‘"I

Lde

b bt e b p

30, 1946 § =00.00
30, 1947 £ 100,00
29, 19u4R § 500,00

pnhlic Accounte of the Province of Manitoba for the Fis-
=2l Vears endad ppril 30, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946,
1947, 1948,

149

.”

ister Helene Chepnt, private in*erview, October, 1981,
*ivie Paule Fobiteille, St., Roniface Historical Sociery,
private ipterviow, Nctoher, 1901,
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e d'Fnseignewment Postscoliire du Manitoba wes
fonnded in 1034 in St. Roniface hv Fathar Antoine D'Fscham-
' s s

hault, as a local clapter of the older Societe d'Enseiqgne=
ment Posiscclaire in Cnebec and, following programs in Due=-
hec, thi=s ¥ani*oba group offered 2 conrse in handweaving 2+
3+, Joseph's rcademv, This instrucition, which was offered
jointly with *he ¥anitora Nepar*mert of Tduci+ion, began on
Tuly 27, 1841 with *wo nuns from Quebe:z serving ac instruc-
0TS, Following this course one of the nuns, Sig+ter NDeonal-
ia, tangh* weaving in several rursl Mani+toha pavtishes and
*hen *anght a second summer vweaving cour=e a*t St, Joseph's
rerdemv in 19042, | Pfter the second surmer course, CSister
noraldas returned *o ¢uehec but o ¥anitobha nun, Ciecter raxi-
mflla, wes trained as a weaving instructor eand con*3dnned the
courzes in rural and citv parishes, *eizhing in some Tnglish
speaking, as well as the French, conmunities,

srants  were paid hyv the DProvince of “anitoba to this
group under *+he ®nqlish *ransla*ion of i*z name - "Yaniioha
rezosiztion for Adult Fduca*ion®, in varyving amounts for
every fiscal vear, bheginning wi+h 1941<42 and ending in
1947~ uR, By +his “ime, ST¥P2 waw no long2ar published and the

S

weaviny acti rlieved %o be winiing down. Tather

s
<<
s
+
D
fi
=
o
4
8]
¥
o

NDtPazhambault kimself, died on ¥ay 18, 19A0,150

' .
150 3 1,7 herte, Saint non’face, Savromher 24 1981, o,
il NSRRI 4 r ’ 14
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Theze coursez, while *hey were in operation, ware very

much 3 manifestation of *he contemporary Franco-=%anitohan

cultnral obtdectives, 2n  obvions obdective was to +teach a
practical skill to the women of +he communi*ty, therehy pro=-

vidiny a mechaniasm for 21ding *heir entire families, as well

s being a3 sourece of pride and self~- s=teom for +the wonen

[

themzalves, mhe claszes also provided a3 creative hohry for
“he=ze women as well ag to the men anl voury girls who were
’ .

incluiad in “he proaran. The instruction had implicetions

[N

for the ™rench lanaquage *o0o0, cince it wae given in French at
3 *ia2 when *he provincial qgovernnent had denied the rights
of French- speaking students *o bhe given +hair schooling in
+hei~ own language, n terms of religion, +the invhlvement

of *he Roman Ca*holic church in *his prodect acted *o pro-

vid2 *he church leadership which was no longer =2llowed in

vapitobra putrlic schocls. Fingallv, “*ho Quahec oriagins and
‘instructors of this program provided a tengible link for

these French-speaking rpeople, - who wer2 surroundad hy a much

lTarg2r ®naglish-enezking popnla<ion, o *he older, larger and

1l

het*cer westablicshed Trench cormunitv in Qnebec. This program
of w2aving educa*ion thus provided one focus for the cctivie-
‘ez of *he TFrench-spezking Roman Catholic community =and
3ided In *he cause of nen-acssimiistion of these people into

*he nroader culture of ¥anitobra,



Chapter ¥

TEARLE GRAIN AND WEAVIYG

5.0.79 Philosophy

Tn *ho earlyv 19301e, Mygusrne T, Searle, wholan ~hen tho
Chairman of *he Posrd of nirectors of *he fearle arain o,
T*de, h21 set uwp within the componv, the Leogearch Departnent
and "Crop Mecting Plan”, This wae heszvse M1, “oartle felt
"+hat an organizz+ion +*hat handled +he farners! nrodncts
owel 3 duty to fzrmers to trvy to aﬂsi;t “hem in iamprcving
*heir welfare, bhesides efficion*ly anl well handling their
qmalinn, 151 ‘

Tn 1940, .ho decided +that zore eoffor* shonuld be made +o
zegliet the ferrm wives, '"mpany who livel gquits ifeolated live:s
on o2ur wegtern prairies®, 152 puring “he depression of tthe
orevions decade, Western farmers had found 1 need to hecone
mora s2lf-3nfficient, groving “heilr own vecebahles and raie-
‘nrq their own livestock., Wandwerving of clo*hing enl houv=e-
holl *“=2xtiles was another wav “n which +the farm househlold
coull hecome less dependent on purchas2l gocecls. " TInepired

bv  tha astonirshing success that zttenlied +he revival of

151 ®B,A,L., %*rzanqe, "Rural dAeome Weaving", (vwinnipeg: Searle
n Compnznv Ltd., July 21, 104y, 2,

152 Nno-othy mankine, le**er to +he =2unthor, Oztoher, 1081,

- BT -
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homa«wa?&iﬂd . and hbandicrathe In Ouebec, *he
fompinv.....l embarked upon 2 proaram of weaving inztrnc*ion )
wi*h *he particnlar ohiject of helping the farmer's witew, 153

The Searle Grain program of weaving instruction was thue, 2n

. 4o

at*2apt onrn  *he par* of this coapenv +o a=zciec+ +he pra‘rtie

fara wives directly, and their families indirectly, ry
teaching *hem *he craft of weaving. The dinnipcg 7Trihune

summarized the philosorhy of *he progrim verv well:

The vurpose of the new course ie not +5 estahlish
2 new farm fadastry but  merely +o show farm women
how to wesve 30 *hev can improve *heir own indi-
vidual sur-onndinge. 154

By the fall of 19U42, after *he program wes in place, *the

Searla Grain Coup anv decidod *hzs othar advantagoes to *helr

home waaving proqgram {(still philanthropic) existed for weet-

ern Canada, and frzued 2 ciTenlar Anso-ining fhece alvan*taqg»
e '.‘::

ADDTTTICONAYL T
WTAV TN

n
P

FRRLT CIRCUTRED AW ROEAL BT

T+ hzs heen drawn to onr attention thatr +here
rre advantiges with haome weeving in Weetern. Can2da
3131itional to those we have omimerzfed in the cirs
cular en*ti*led "Rural Ycme Weaving" a3z followss:-

* is *houvqght *hat when “he war ig over,  nums
of wvoung wcmen who have l1af*+ +h2 farms +o
in various war capacities as stenographe

D NRex
DN
W
3
w o

arve re,

clerks, and as members of the womon's forces, will
be out of emplovment, and will roturn +o0 *heir
fzarn homes. Fome weaving would p-ovide for *hem a
very nseful occupation.

153 ¥athleen 5~:axqe, "Jeaving is  Rack!", National Hope
tonthlv, Auqust, 19482, 11,

154 Alico Vc“vcbern, "fradin Tirm  Sponsors weavinag Tnetruce
*icon:, Winnipeqg Trirune, April 18, 1947, 3.
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T+ i35 z2lso *rought that soldisrs whan they are

lamorilized, after the =+vess  and s*r

will feel an urge +o do scmething wi*h +their
2

hande, ¥anv demobhilized =oldierz after the last
war took up various forms of knit*ting, needlo-
work, tapestiyv and other forms of work. Tt ig

fel® *+hat 3 certain numher of *+he Jespohilized zsol-
1iers who will return +o *heir farms, would fing
weaving a nreful end satisfving oscnpation un+il
*hev can he re-egtablicshed Iin 2 permanen* occuna-
tion,19%

Clazzlv *he %esrle Greain Comnanv  felt ¢hzr their prooren
of werving instruction had positive impiica+ion¢ for the war
offor*, even though *+hese henefits would seem to have core
as an =2f72er *houqgh*., We=ving wonld provide 3 nseful occupe-
“ion for come of the surplus work force of women returnirnrg
to the faurm 2nd also, *emporarily, for 12mobilized soldiers,
T+ w33 viewed tno, as a potential form of occupa+tional theore
ipy to coun*teract snme of the phvsical and emotional effects

of +he war on manv of *lo refarning coliiere.

5.0.20 Farly RBeainnings

Faving decided *o0 offer this +tvpe of instruction, ‘*he
Sesrle Grain Companv ccn%acﬁo& Nacar Barizu in Quebec, +o
ob*2in advice on se*ting up the program. decer Rerian's

danghter Rence, who was herself an ex+ramely compe*ent weave

o anl weavina fnstructor, 156 came *+o Manitoha early in

t

1042, *0 azeist In organizing the end2avour. Se=~le Grain

arpd Miss RBerian rvecruited four local farm girle +o ‘Pre

155 Searle Grain Cfompany, Ltd., (Weaviny Depar*ment), vinni-

P27, Septembher 11, 1042,

156 9 _n,L. Strenge, oOp. cit., 2.
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tre2ined ag ingtructors, e3ch of *hewe girles being fluent in

“nglish and a* leszst cone  o*her langquago. These Tecrulits
wore:s Vigz Helen RBoilev of Ta Rrognerie snd Micg Serma’ne

Chaput of st. 2dolphe who spoke French, Miss Laura Muirhead

of Cacherry who - spoko Swedish and Mrs, trn Yekimizchak of

Wwinpnipeg who spoke 0krainian ard Euseian.ts? Miecs TDerizu
spent  *hree monthe qgiving theze four qirls &2n extensive
zonrsa which prepared them as weaving instructors and they
went ottt +*0 hegin teaching in 2pril of 1942,158 nach of
“hes> ‘naetractors going *o a couminity where her lanaguage
woinll hes* se-ve,

deecarT Reriaun  was aprparently mos* Halpful in loceting a
~ollaz<ion of woven articles whicl the insiructors could

*ake *o  *he vtural cemmunities to Aiaplay 2and use  Aac oXEAD -

nles., 159

Tha first weaving coursc in *his program  began on April
20, 194”2 and was *aught by Laurs Mu?fhoad in Felfordi, Sag=
kavchewan: *he <=econd course hadah on April 27 at Rlaine
T2ka, Sarskatchewan and was tanghf by Ann Yakimischak: *he
*hird course hpqan on May U a%t legal, Alberta and was tanght
hy Zermaine chapni, and the four*h conrse, +aught by Helen
157 npyrothy Rankine, letter da%eé ¥ovaember, 1978 and ¥,

c+-ange, Oob. cit., 11, ‘
158 ve@achern, op., cit., 2.

159 novwo*hy Rankine, privete in*orview, "ctoher, 1001,
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Roilay in S%. Panle, Alterta, hegan on FMav 111160 Recanse la
Sociztd AtTn seiTnemen+ Postscolaire hal been teaching weav-
ing in rural ¥anitora for mere *han half & vear s+ +this
point, =2nd was continuning with =2 strong program of wea ving
‘nstruc*tion in ¥Yanitcha, rost of *he courses which “he
fearle Grain Comparv *anqghk* were din Saskatchowan and Alher-
Ta, Thev did however cffer +*heir instruction in come Fani=
“oha communities and their hase of operations was in ¥ipni-

such,

e

[45]

the Scarle

ct

o

doa=z constitute & mador

peqg. proie 3
‘ron‘r~hu*4on to the weaving education in Menitoba during the
19003,

Thoe conrses wer e tanght in *owns or villages which had a
Sparla Grain eleva*or, and the local agent assisted with thoe
unlosiding and se**+ing ur cof loems and other agnipreont, which
had pa>n =hinped 7o *h=* location hy ratl. Y churah Pace-
ment or  *own h211 wes usnslly used for +he instructicn -
tnvahere +het could te cohfained for a reacsonable ron+.

Tn connec*ion witlh *he weaving
ingtrnecrtors asked +he  purpilz din

“ion “o form a wesving circle, ﬁhv
he qnii>d bhv 2 set of explicitly

o~

=ionz provided hy Sesrle Grain.i6i

od tha terms of reference for the
a= 3 mechanizsm for con*inuvation of

160 vcWachern, op. cit., 2.
161 Sa2arle Grein Company, Limit
Winnipeq, February 1, 19473,

nog

ad
[ Ree

COUTSeS *he Sezrle Gral

ozch communi+ty of inctruc-

forma+ion of which +0

WS

starel ~ules and requle-

The 32 TOQg nlations p:‘ovidm

conrzes thenselves ae

woll

4

the

W23ving program afrer

{Reserrch
topandix T

Depercrtpenty,
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*Fe formal ‘netrnction had ended.

"wambership In  *he Farm Tome %eavinag Circles [ and +he
venvina cl2=ses was) tc be open *o anv faram women or qirl
who is in*erested in +he work".1e2 The wives of Seerle firain
snstomnors were gilven firzt choice s+ *he colrses anl vacan-
clepz, if anv, were filled hy o*her f2rm wives and *hen by
Townepaople, 163 DParticipati on in *his proqgranm wes not limp-
i*ed hv religious or ethnic affilia+ion.

The conrses were offered completely free of charge, al-
“hourh 2 nominal fee of RO cents annnéllv, was regquired of
*he weaving circle members., 13 secrotary-*roasurer was +o he
2lezt21 from within the circle, =nd this person was *+o col-

lect *he annual fee znd nse i+ for "paving incidental expen~

ses snch as postaqge, stationarv, telephone calls &and so
forth”® 164 T+ yag +0 be used stric+lv fo- *+h2 maintenance of

“he Intividunal weavipg circle and was completelv indeperdent
0of *he Searle Grain Companv.,
Loom= and o*her weaving equinnent were provided for the

nse of *he e*udents Auring *heic fpes*rnz+iop.  Baw material

i

S

#nch 23 co*ton, wool or linen varne were also provided, al-
“houah 1€ 2 stnlen® wished *o0 keep a finiched ar+icle for
her own use, she was reguired *o payv *+n2 Companv's wvholesale

cos% for the varns used.

. . *
162 cgarle Grain {Research Department), op. cit.
163 norothv Rankine, priva*e intcrview, Nctoher, 1981,

164 @azrle Grain (Research Department), op. cit,
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~l2arlv, <the Searle Grain Compeny rade every coffort to

keep *he costs incurred by individnal stuvdents 2= low

At
]

1i1

!.J.

fie
4

<

[N

possihle, with the Companv assuming financial responsib
€or *he instructor, eanipment, place of inerruction and =uch
ma*ta=iale as were nsed in articles to be vetained ‘or demor-
ctration purrosed,

hli of *he inetruction was to be given following & stan-
darized format, where eazch course wzs o0 bz of =ix weeks !
Juration, running a minimum of two and a half hours per dav,
five davs a week. Cne group of s*udents would receive +his
»wo &nd a half hours cf instruction in *the morning and an-~
n*khar group would te *auaght in the afternoon. The capacity
of each section was restricted to «ix students (for a totel

nf twalve stndents) =0 that each person had the cxclusive

P

nee of 2 loom for *the duration of +the zoursp, 185

v

B
B
]

perhaps indica*ive of *he corporstz2 nature of *he
qrzin companv eponsoring this proqra:‘that +t+he perameters
for these courses were o completelyv spacified. The hours
of instr-uction were defined in muck the sam2 way as a2 work
Aay and “he maximum number of nar+icipants was specified in
terns of +he available reozources. The naturas of +he compite
men: axpected of *he =tudents was also =2 reflection of the
heiness orientz+ion c¢f the spongoriny oryainization. The
partizipants were recuired to "guarantee *to ittend regularly

165 Nonrathy Rapkine, private inteTvicw, Nctoher, 19817,

166 aarTle Grain (Peseprch Department), ops cit,
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ve daye a weekWwl1é6 =nd alee *o M"igrs2 to c¢arry out
Faithfnlly *he det=24iled ingtructions of *he *eacher, =2and o
weava onlv during *te period of instruction such materials
and snch desiagns a3 the teacher chall approve, and which
fornm pa-t of the teaching course®.167

gazrle Grain felt +that ‘diliqent effort spent on threse
courses would however vield verv positive bhoanefi*s for the
stulz2nt e,

+ hee heen fonnd frecm vears of exparience in Que-

,
hec, in the X¥aritime Provinces, 1in Nawfoundland
and in *he Nnited Stestes that 2 five or six weeks!
courze is snfficient +o *cach farm woman or girls

*o be able *n meke almost anvthing in their hones
in *he wav of blankets, curtains, bzdspreads, *ta-
hlecloths, towels, meterial for maiking dresses or
sunt“s and so forth.,1e®
Althouah *he period of inctruction was relatively short,
“he courrmes were very fptensive, Mony of the ¢iudento wore
m=+1ra women who were hiahly motiveted 0o produce =*treactive

and 1seful woven textiles and who were willing to exvend “he

2ffor* necesgsaryv to gain a good gresp of the principles 2nd

il

sk“1l=, These people d*d live np *o S2arla Grain's stated
axpzc>tations and it was found *thet, after completing the
conrze, "purile are auite conmvetont weivers of those weaves,
=oma thirz*v in ramher, that are necessary to prodﬁce most of
“he thinpae needed n a farmm  homes~ clothinag for men, wcenen
and ch?ldren; bhedepreads, curtains, *ahlezloths, towels,
hanlbaas, scarves and manv o*her beautiful and usefnl ar+i-

167 =aarle Grain (Recerrch Tepartment), op. i,

:

168 caarle Graln (Pegeonrch Depa~twment), op. cit,
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cles",169
The Searle Grain Ccompany, through the formation of the
weaviny Cizcles, also “ried %o pro?ido a means of keepina
weaving ac*ive in  a ccmmunity af+er *ha instruc*ors had
L, ne fanction of *he weavinag ci-cles was o *cach new
weevers who h2d no* et+tended *he claseasm. ""Clne single re-
anest I = made of +the Weaving circles which is thet recauce
“he  mambers have beeﬁ ﬁaﬁqhﬁ weaving free by the Searle
Arain "o, that *hev in turn will teach fr2a2 anvy farm women

who lasire %o learn weaving.'"t70

Pst}

ot

The weaving circles were also supposal +o act as a focus
for *he weaving activity in *he community. 7Tt is difficuls,
if nn* impossibhle, for weavers +o maintair an in*erest in
“heir craf% when vorking in isole+‘on!?7! z2nd +he meectingsz of

*hes2 3roupz of weavers were intended o provide source of

o

commun’ca*rion and ‘nepirz+ion for *he indfividunals ‘nvolved.
The zircles, which were mean*t to become a3z autonomous as
vpossihle, were to form a social institution which weuld

hring *oqge*her women wi+bk a common interact and help +o

© farm

b

overzome  ‘*he fenlation and lonelinezs  of prair

169 Searle arain loapany Ltd., "Uanpd Joom W=iving: The S*ory
of *he Searle Grain Company's %ffort to Sponsor Hande-
Loom Weaving dAmong the Farm Women of +he Prairie Trove

ncean, Hinnipeqrs Searle Grain Compeny TLtd., July,

1904y, 2.

e

170 caarle Grain (Research Nepartment), op. i+,
171 Laura Mclingh, private interview, ¥av, 1981,

172 norothy Pankine, let*er to the aunthor, "z+tober, 1981,
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15 fa.172

The motive of *he <earle Grair Companv in undertaking *ho

i}

wezving education proiject was "o assist ip the rev ival of
farm home-weaving becausge the Companv halieves {* i35 a good
“hiny for the homes of Western Canoda",173 T+ yac aleo %rpe
of course *ha* an increase in the vrrodustivi*v and prosperi-
“v of *he western agrain farms would have its corresponding

henefits for the company which handled *he prairie grain.

In 1944, the Seerle WYeaving Conmpetition was held, +to
whizh =zlmost two hundred piecers were submitted. *"The enp-

*ries were sen* to Quebec where thev waze fudged and placed
on 1ieplav®,174 and then returned to be displaved in Winni-
neq. HoG.1. St*range, *he director of the Searle G-ain Re-
search NDepar*ment, sen* an open le*ta2r *o *he welvers on
Juna2 19 0 1048, ‘n which he sta2+ed:

"he dudges in Quehec were mroct enthusiystic »hout

the high aqualitv of the workmenship, and the cleye

er designs and ccmrposition of *he varions pieces.

Thev said that these gualities were quite vnex~

pected. We are told tha* the Supervisors and

teachers 4n Querec who have had *welve or more

vears of  experience "exawmined thisz material not

wi*hont =ome deplousy.m175

Bv Julv of 1944, F2 classes had been held, 2% which 794

women and qgirls were *augh* *o weave. Thewe papils pure-

ch2sed 246A 0of the 45 inch lcoms cndors2l by the company for

[

rural u=e, and *he pupils who purchased looms wove an est

173 <2arle Grain (Research Department), op. cit.
174 @«earle Grain, "Hend Loom Weavipg", op, -it,, 2.

178 1.5 . 1. S*range, open letter 40 weavers . June 10, 1044,

14
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mat21 10,000 va2rds of 45 inch materizl on thesc looms.178
Ta*ter that vear, ag a result of *he newly imposed gag ra=-

“ioning, the weaving instruction program came to an abrupt

halt, Farmers could no longer =pare the gas for their wives

o d-ive *0 *own 2nd *the’r weaving lessons. A conrse which
wae hafng conducted in Two Hille, Alherta a* *ho *iq0e conli

no* 2van he completed, The ‘nestructors and looms returned

o Winnipeg and *his part of +the Cearle weaving. proqram Wes

Af=hbanled ,177

rt the szme “ine thet the‘Soarle Grain Company developed
*helr weaving ednca*ion program, *they aleo opened the Scarle
Fare Hoae Weaving Service in *hefc heal office in *he Grain
"ychanye Ruilding, Winnipeq. This Fara Hone Weaving fervice
acted fn *the capacitv of a reizil outlat for the eyuipment
and materiale necessery to practise hanl weaving. T+ aled
had a zconsul*tant, Dorothv Pankine, on gt=fft who looked after
“he aperation of *he Winnipeg office, in adliition to giving

1dvize 2nd assistance 0 weavers,

s

Prior +0 +this +tipe, +he NWilne lecla-c loom cownanv had
A

=011 311 of its lnome diTectly from the factory through cat-

rloque ==2les, =0 *het +he sScarlie Grzin Company thus hecame

176 “aarle Grain, "Hend loom YWezving", op. ci+., 2.

177 morothy Ranvine, private in*erview, "ctoher, 1081,

178 wober* leclerc, privete Znterview, June, 1991,
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st derler.,178 TE g ¢fn§on‘ of *he program wished +o
huvy her own loom, she could purcheee 2 4% dinach Teclere loon
1f¥> =he one %that she had been u=ing, fronr Searle a2t & cost,
in 1942, of =about *u8.,00 which inzlulal dalivery from +he
11 in 1'Tslet, Muetec o the feror home. The customer 3leo
had *he op-ion of paving for her loos 3+ +he rtate of five
dollars per mon*h, with no interest chirged.179 Doro*hv Pan-
kin2 had been agiven clear guidelines to follow in the orpers-
tion of her department by Stewar+ 2., Searls (fhe son of BRu~
qu=tns  Searle) a&and Normen TLeach, who were +wo of the
directors of *he company at +he +ime.180 "[goms and weaving
accessories wo}e t0o te g0ld a* no profit,ntst

The Searle Weaving office also stocked a large varie+v of
varne for weaving, Tinen wes brought in from Treland and
Praaz2, 3% were tweed_varna and fipne wools from Groeal Rrite-

2in 3and cotton aznd novel*vy vaine, T™ha priszarty function of

Ao

the weaving office wes to assist *he farm wife by pro&iﬂinq
2 good selection of yarne at a reasonahle price, %»n* in or-
ler *o mske “hese orders econoanical, rtelstively learge gnen-
cEi+vies of any particonlar varn were purschised. Recainse thooa
larqe ©=ocks were mezintained “he ¥eaving office did 2 wail

179 Searle Grain, "Hend Loow Wezving", 3.

180 Searle frain Company, Limixted was incorpora*ed Tune 27,
1929 nnder the Comnanies Rct. “he Application for Reg=
is*ration da*ed Tlec. 17, 10132 listed Stewart Augustus
Searle and Norman Tawrence Leach, yrain lealers, =e= the
First +vwo of *he five directors.

181 norothv Rankine, let*er +*o +ho zunrhor da*ed nc*otrer,

1911,
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ordar and retail business which went far beyond the range of

o

he prairie farm wives. The Searle #Weaving Office in fact

L]

shioped both varns and eguipment all over the worldg.st

[t was +the policy of Dorothy Rankine, the consultant,
that one spool of every varn sold by the company should be
on 3iisplavy in the Grain Exchange building office, so that
the wz2aver could actually feel the varn and see it in its
complete  colour range before making a purchase. These
spools or cones of yarn were displayed on large racks along
one wall of the office. Another wall had drapes hung which
had been woven in the patterns found in Oécar Beriau's "Home
Weaving" book arnd made up. Looms were alss> set up in the
office, both the Leclerc model and the "Hand Skill" invented
b§ Elphege Nadeau, imported from the Uﬁited States as an ex-
periment.82

-

Por customers who were unable to get to the Winnipegq of-

fice2, a mail order service was established. Mimeographed
sheats of varn information were mailed out, as well as de-
tails 5f books and equipment. Along the left hand edge of

the shzet were attached short (approxizately 2 cm.) snippets
of the varnms described, in the complete colour range.&3 The

process of assembling these sheets was of course, greatly

81 Dorothv Rankine, private interview, dctober, 1981.

82 porothy Rankine, private interview, October, 198171 and
Greeting Cards with photo and text printed by the Searle
Parm Home Weaving Service ’

83 3o

[V I

~le Grain Parm Home Weaving Service, mail order price
ta.

U
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aided by the comprehensive yarn display in the racks on the
wall. Dorothy Rankine said that her assistants becanme very
efficient at gathering up these small samples of yarn and
makiag up the price lists.®8+

~The searle weaving department had another regular.publi?-
cation as veil. Every month, when the'invoiceS'went out, a.
bullatin entitled "Searle Suggestions" was iacluded. These
newsletters covered é variety of topic§ and fulfilled*agpum-
Ser'af’functions. ~They maintained a friendly contactfﬁe;
tvean the weaver and the weaving departmentivthrouqh'Dorotﬂy.
Rankine's inclusion of descriptions of exhibitions, tales of
othar weavers' activities, excerpts of poens, quoées, little
notzs of interest and items of this natu;e. Also included
was information about new arrivals df varn, and helpful
hints for specificz weaving tasks.

The newsletters often included small samples of actual
hani woven fabric. WVeavers would ésk Mrs. Rankine for as-
sistance with a project, either in person 2r by.mail, and
thea when it was completed would often take or send her some
of the fabric 1left over from the complefea]project; This
was strictly their own choice. She waplthhen* cut up the
fabric and include it in a bulletin, along with details of .
the weaving and the prodect, and an acknowledgement of the
weaver. Contact of this type would certainly have acted as

an inspiration for a woman weaving in - an isslated community

84 Dorothv Rankine, private intecview, October, 1981.
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without the Dbenefit of other weavers' company @ for

stimnlation.8S

2.0.11  End of Searle Grain Weaving

Phe Searle Grain Company's involvement with weaving ter-
minated in *wo stages. As previously discu;sed, the educa-
tioa portion of the program was disbanied in 1944, but the
Farm Home Weaving Service continued for another twenty
years, until the fall of 1964,

Ja Dctober 31, 1964 the final edition of m™Searle Sugges-
tions" was mailed out and the Weaving Department closed its
doors. "For three vears afterwards letters continned to ar-
rive from all over the continent. ruthors of weaving books
had recommended our fthel dept. bhighly, in listings on back
pagas. Cheques [and} money orders had to be constantly re--
+urnad. "es porothy Rankine was employed for two years on 2
part salary basis, working out of her home, attending to
this correspondence, and after that 2 form letter was used
by the companv.

Dear Hand Loom Weaver:

This letter is to inform you that the Searle Grain
Weaving Department has been closei_sip:é;B?st,Oc?_
tober 1964. The rTeason for closing: was due t o
the change of buyirg habits, such as “Group Pur=--
chasing, %o obtain threads at lower costs. = Our
~ompany felt that this is a good idea.. Our Weav=-

ing Department has completely closed, 21l weaving
equipment and threads have been s>ld.

85 Dyrothy Rankine, "Searle Siggestions®, Winnipeg. (not al-
ways dated)

86 JYorothv Rankine, note *o the author, ODctober, 1981.
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As the form letter states, the'chanqing buying habits of
weavers was instrumental in the decision to close down the
Weaving Department. Weavers would mail ocder yarns as a
group, thereby obtaining a bulk order discount on ﬁhe pur-
chase, and likely vpaving very little if any more than the
Searle Grain wholesale cost. Since these individuals coulil
order exactly the types and guantities of4yarns that they
required, they would mot have large amounts of money tied up
in an extensive inventory, as did the Searle Weaving Depart-:

ment. This type of purchasing would greatly reduce the ef~-

-fectiveness of Searle Grain as a retail outlet:

Because of Searle Grainp's stated rezson for closing its
Weaving Department,. one might assume that the isolation of
the prairie farm wife had been successfully broken down. Tt
must be remembered however that the retail outlet was not
restricted +to farm women but almost certainly derived a
great deal of its business from Winnipeg weavers. By 196&,
thers were several Winnipeg based weaving organizations, and
these likely formed the focus for much of the group purchas-
ing. Although the farm women may, in many cases, still have
beeir using Searle Grain's Weaving Department to its full ad-
vantage, their numbers were not sufficient to maintain the
ecoadaic viability of this department as a retail outlet.

There was also anr additional factor which brought about
Searle Grain's decision to close its Weaving Department. In

1965 Searle Grain and Federal Grain amalgamated and, in
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preparation for this move, the Searle Grain Company strean-
lin23 its operation, closing down all its peripheral areas,

and unfortunately the Weaving Department was one of these. 87

2.0.12  summary

The Searle Grain Company's involvement in weaving educa-
tion in Manitoba came akout as a result of Augustus Searle's
efforts to find some manner in which his company could as-
sist the wives of the prairie grain farmers. Seeing the
sucza2ss of the Queﬁec government's program to re-vitalize
haniw=2aving in that province, Mr. Searle consulted with Os-
car Beriau, who had been instrumental in establishing the
Quebac program, for advice in organizing a similar project
for the prairies. In early 1982, oOscar Bariau's daughter
Renee, who was herself a very competent weaving instructor,
cam2 ko Winnipegq to help with the Searle project. Four 1lo-
cal girls were also recruited, fully trained as weaving in-
stru:tots by ﬁiss Beriau, and sent oat to different rural
comnanities to teach weaving. These classes, the first of
whizh began on April 20, 1342, 1lasted auntil 1544, when gas
rationing meant that the farmers could no longer spare the
fuel for their wives to drive to their weaving lessons. .

Althouagh Searle Grain's handweaving instruction ended in
1944, another component of their weaving program contiqued

for the next twenty vears. ' The Searle Home Farm Weqving

87 Dorothv Rankine, private interview, Jctoba2r, 1981.
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Service which acted as a retail and mail order outlet for
supplies, as well =&as a source of help and information for
weavars (primarily through the efforts of its consultant,
Dorothy Rankine) did not close its doors until October 31,

1964, the year prior to Searle Grain's merger with Federal

srain.



Chapter 71

OTHZR HANDWEAVING ACTIVITY IN HMAWITORR IF THE 1340°'S BND
AFTYR

6.0.25  FRelated Mapitoba Rck
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In zddition *fo *he *we large weaving edncation prodects
» . s N .// s - . y +
initiated by la Societe A'Fnseigremon+t Pogtecolaire Iu FMani-
“oh2 and *he Searle Grain Conmpary, several other movements
took place in Manitcha in +he 1940%s which were telated *o
haniwaaving.

In varch of 1%u42 +he Winnipeg Tribune described a four

ook wosvfnq courzse which was given by *he local chapter of
“hé Tan=dian Yendicraf+ Ggnilad. This courra2, which wes the
rarlios® specific mention of weaving instruction bv the “an-
i*oha hranch of *he Handicraf® 6uild, wa= apparently so suc-

ceesfnl  and *he enrollment of new pupils so continnous,

"that = fternoon and evening courses f[weve to hel qiver dAnr-

tt zhonld he no*ad however +that xl®hough these weeving
courses were successful, *he scale was mnch smaller *han ei-
“hor nf “*he Two large pro-dccte, The VYani*oha hbranch of +he
canzdiian dandicrafts 6nild, which had been forred in 1928,

189 Tillian Gitbons, "'What's On Your Loom Toda Madam?' =~
'"hy A Web of Beeuty, I Hope!t''", Winnipsa: jglbggg March
A, 1042, 9

m Q) -




was - concerned with "all *vpes of crafts and +*he +o*tel
membership w2g =2id *¢ re =mali. 31<o, during +he 1930'z
and 1940, the Guild 4id not heve a permnanent home.base hut
maintained i+s gales shop and headquarterg in rented
Toom=,1%0 m™hne, with these limited rasourcas and  “he wide
1ivarsi+y of ir*ere=sts, the Mani*oba Crafis Guild was rot in
3 pasitien to mount a weaving education prodect. with nearly
Vvl
*he scope of +thore instituted bv la Zociete d'Fnseignement

Dosts

Ui
Q
Q
—

aite and *the Searle Grain Companv.

Januazv of 1%44 saw the introduction of "loom “Music", =a
new wa2ivinag journal, pubhlished bv TFthel Henderson, a Manito-
ha we=aver, ani Marv Sandin of *dmonton, Alberta. ! foreword
contained in  the first velume of the FJournal ou+tlined the
qozl=s and forma*t of *he new publicetion:

Tt is the purpose of ~he anthors o offz2r *o hand-
weavers a  “sunadian publicatien =inmilar *o  “hose
available in the Uni*ed S*tates., "loom *usich" will
appear monthlv, with plans and exvlarations =sinmple
enoudh for the new weaver *o undoars+znl  and £a]1-
low, and with practical material for 2ll weavers.
The experience of the anthors in vwezving sindios
2% well as that gained re veevingy ins*rmiuc*tors at
“he Banff <chool of Fipe Arte during the pas*t few
Tummers, will be placed a* vonr ilepoesl, 191

n 1947, T+thel FHerderson wae ins*rumental in founling an-

other gronp which furthered the interestg of Canadizn hand
we=vingy when she, =2long vith Mary nRlack of Nova Scotia and

vary <andin, drafted a rlan for *+he orgyaniza*ion of the Can~

190 Eyalyn 2mes, *alk given +0 the memhers of fhe Canadian
Pandicrafss Guild (Manitoha RBrench), COctoher 10, 1967,

191 r+hel Henderson snd Mary Sandin, "Loom ¥asie®, Vol. 7T,
Yo. 1, JanusvTv, 1944, 1,



adian nuild of Wervers.

"The purpoeses of +he aquild were many, but the main ohjec-
tiva was to raisc *he +technical, mechanic:l and artistic
standatds of handweaving among Canadian weavarg.mtio2

Local chapters of *he aquild were formedl in each of the
provinzes and meetinas of *hese local qroups were, and *n

tact =%

t e

11 are, held cn & reqular hasis. These meetings
provida an ovportunitv for memhers +o study varions zrcpects
of waaving together, -as well a2 +o share their own weaving
a¥periences vith each other,

D23nifte "Toowr Music" apd *he Canadian Guild of Weavers
having had their ovigine par*i=11lv in ¥anitobha, fhév were
no* exclusively provincizl organizetions, but relfed on 211
of Zanada for suppor® and na?ﬁicipa¥ion. “herefore, al-
“hoi1gh ~heso prodects were large, *helir ¥Yanitoba component,

towever significant, was not necessarily oxtansive.,

6.0.26 Heaving
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The weaving ac*ivityv of hoth Ta Societe d'Fnreignenent

npoztascolaire and *he Searle Grain companv diminished consid-

erablv hy ﬁhégend nf the 1040'« rut the local chapters of
ho+h the Canadian Handicrafte Guild and the Canadian Guild
of Aeavers do stil1l continne *to promo=2 handweaving. "he
purposas and enphazis of <this handweaving has however,

ch2nged over the vears.

192 12111 of Canadian Weavers, “veptertsz Uzndhnok", undated.
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Nuring *he 1940%'s, +he focus of 3ll *he “anitobe weaving
education wee opriparilv “he production of functionil ar+i-

sl

m

=X Weaving was <ceen 25 a means of producing clothing
and household textiles while, é* *he same time, pursuing a
hobov, Aftof;*his decade however, weaving, which was still
practised as a hobby, hecame more concatne? with ar+ and ar=

tistiz expression and less involved with practicsl prcoduce

BN

tion of fabrics. Shirley Held descrirel perfectly +he

A

shifts of emphasis in handweaving which *ook place generally
after T he 1940'e,
Since the 1940¢ *he output of 4he handloom hae

changed consider ablv. VNew meterials--nvlon, ray-
on, plastice, metzllics~=have broadened the Teo~

sonrces of the weaver dmmessurably., The produc-
“fon of vardaqge, accomplished much more
efficiently by fpower loons, hasz declined, and

*here i= a new emphazis on well thangings, qgare-
man+s, rugs, and ecnlpiural cons:onectione,1973

Althonugh shirlev FHeld referred primacily *o  an tmerican
si*nation, *he szme trends were followed in Manitoba. rE
least as early as 1953, ravon was adverstisel in "Searle Suq-

ge=tions"19% and by *he early 1960's 3 largye celection of
man~male and metallic varns was ipcluled in  Searle Grain's
stock.195 s +he shor*sges of +he denression and war were

1llaviated, weazvers became free *o concentrz*te more on the

193 shirley F. Held, WNeaving: » Han

dhook of the Fiber Arts
2n1 ed., (Yew York: Tnolt, Rinehart and Winston, 1978y,

74,
194 "Sea-le Suqggesticng", Farch 1987,

195 veeavle Farm Home Weaving Servigce - Price Jiste", June,
rugus* and Novemlew 191 and Februiry 10662,




creative ra*ther *han *he practicel aspaste of their craf+,



Chapter VvIT

TONCLUSIONS

The purpose of +ttris thesis wae +*0 Jocuman® & period in
“anitoba historv with specific reforence to handweaving. 7n

[N

stndving this handweaving activity i+ wa s, of neccessity,

viewed within *Le larger hictorical anl compirative context.

D

Onz of the f

it

t pointe that =zbhould be noted is the *reo-

mendous influence of the Province of Quehez on +*hese pro-

diects and, through them on Manitoha, during the +term of

F

their operation.
. L
Thz oprogTam cerried out hy la Societe AdA'Fnseignement
Postscolzire du Mani+cha hes obvious +ias wi*h Ouehec, since
*he language and culturzl heritage are shared. This orqgani=

zztion “n Manitoha wae actnally a bhranch of +he =ame Rcman

Ca*holic church affiliated qroup in oQuabec, which had bheen

in oparation lonqer, A% snch 1t *ook conciderable quidance
from thigs o0ldd- organization. Home Economics and Nomes+vic

s S
*rt3 programs  were operated snccessfully by la  Societe in

Onebac and  this example wes passed to the Manitoba group.

]

Prizetsz who were involved in this *ype of education srcke

strongly in Manitoha on its virtues ani nuns  were sent out

from *ontreal to organize *+he ingtruction, once its henefits
for the ¥anitoba situsz*icon had been razogni zed. There wag

w 835 -
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*+herafore a strona +3ie between the two provinces, +hrough
*he church and)church affiliated orqanizations.

The governpent of Québec also exerct2l an influence on the
proyxram offered hv la Socié;é’d'rnﬁeiqnemont Postscolaire du
Manitoha, Reirg A French languaqge Jroup within a larger
non-Franch communitv, this seqment of the Manitoba popnle-
“ion looked *o duehec fcr cul*urzl 2nd intellec*nal support.
The nzed for Franco-Canadian reinforcement was ogneciallvi
acut2 in Manitoba =zince, after +he pacsing of +he Public
School act of 1RGQ, Ca+tholic =chools rezaived no public
funiliny in ™ani*oha and, after & 791f amendmen® to +his act
wz2e made law, a1l hi~lingusl teaching was sholished.

dscar Reriau, *he Mipieter of Aagriculturz in Quehec who
v v ¥

n

had worked s o hard to re-vitalize the home weaving of +hat
province, z=poke *o the nuns of St. Jos2ph's College, enconr-
aginy *hem, in *le interest of maintaining fheir heritaqe,
+0 Eoilow Ouebec's lead in the area of domestic educaticn.
HFe had 3also written a hook czlled "I>» Tissage Domestigne
vhizh, =ince mo=t of “he other hendwe22aving hooks aveilable
wera American and  written in Tnqglish, pfovid@d one of *he
few reference books snd+able for use in *eazhing weaving to
Frenzh =npeaking ¥anitohans.

The vinﬁlnenco of 0OfcerT Beriau anl Quebec was no+ re-
striztad to *he Prench comrmunity, but had 2 qgreat effect on
*he program sponsored bty the Searle Grain Company s well.

Vhen Auaquatnes Searle couaht 'a  vehicle +o0 assist +the prairie
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farm wives, he wag fmpresged by #he cuzcess of Quchec's at =
enpt "o rTe-viraldize i+ts handweaving, ﬁe therefore chorce
handwe2aving insiruction to be the hase for his projgram and
solicited advice from (Oscar Beriau on organization. Rer -

fantr oun dauvghter, Renee, was recruited to train Searle's

weaviny fns*ructors, and his book, which wes *ranclated into
"nalish and called "Home Weaving", w2e used ag a reference
for these courses, ‘When Searle Grain sponsored a weaving

compatition, a number of vearg later, +he entrics were all

sent to Oscar Berizu in Quebec,who arranged for *hom +o hre

o)

indgai. 196

1 .4e

The manuf=ctirer whc supplied the wvaszt madjori+y of *he

yavd
loons *0 ho*th la Societe d'Tnseignement Postecolaire and +he

fearle Grain programs was *he Wilus Leclerc companv. This
fanily owned busiress, located in *he village of 1'Telet in
“he 2astern townshipe of Cueheg, wvas endorred by +the Quebhec
provincial qovernment inp i+s weaving elucation scheme due to
its 73004 desiqn of a "modern® hand loom. This loom wes

adopted as *ho stendard onre used in the western proqrans &s

well as in +he east.

v

Ba=za2d on this evidence, it iz clear thst, dn thisz a2crect
of culture and education in  *he 10U0'=, HMapnitoha took con-
3id2rable divec*ion from Quebec znd that *+his influence wes

196 rarle Gra‘n Company IL4+d., “Fand Toom Weaving: The S*orvy
the Searle Grain Companv's Tffort *o Sponzor Hand-

2
£
Loom Weaving pmorg +he Farm Woren of +he Prairie Frove
in
a

e

Teoah, (Winnipeqg: ° Searle Grain Company L+d., July,
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hv 0o means res*ricted *o +the French spaaki ng popula*ion in
Mani toba.

A gecond point was *tha%t *he handweaving rovemen+* in Vani-
toba was largely centered in the aqricultaral population.
The Searle Graim Comranv designed i%s program for farm Wives

and included villagers and townspeopla, only if space w

23
. ) N
available af%*er the farm women had enrolled. Ta Soci xte als

taught extensively in rural areas, although its ins=ruction
wae not limited to farm people, and hot h prodects attenpted
to encourage local dcmestic production of textile fibres
sUch as. linen!®? and wo0l.198 The agricultural nature of
this movement‘@as in fact, one of +he factors in i+s decline
aftar the 1940's, since during that decade, and t+he one fol-

lowing i%f, +*here was a dramatic "shif+ of population fron

*he countrv to +he citv. In 1201 the rural populaticn of
¥anitoba had been 407,271, +he nrhen 321,873, Tn 19%1, the
rural was 292,112, +he urban 384,420, Ry 1961 the fiqures

wer2 332 ,R79 and 5R8,807M", 199
Althoungh this period coincidee wi+h the Sacond wWorld War,
neither of the projects was primarily a war offort. Pe pre-

vionslv, noted, thev were both “o some axtent, a continua-

197 H.G. L. Strange, "Rural Home Weaving", (Winnipeq: Searle
srain Cempany Ltd., July 21, 1943), 2 and Verena Gar-
rioch, "Villagers of St. Agathe Present Display of Weav-
ing", Winnipeq Trihune, November 17, 1942,

198 Zathleen Stranqge, "Weaving is PRack!", National Home
Yonthly. August, 1942, 11,

199 W.L. Morton, Manitoba: A History, (Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 19€7), 477.
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+ion of a movement *that had startcd’in Quebec a decade ear-
lier. This movemen* was towards self=- sufficiency znd & re-
newal of interes> in hcme industry anil mannal arts. The
Searla Grain Companv issued a statement that its weaving
proi1ram wonld help war veterans and people returning 4o *the
privz+e =ector labour force after +he war, but this sitate-

ment came after the weaving program was in place and wea

N

clearly a secondary consideration.

Tt i3 however, hichly probhable, that the'mood_of the reo-
rle during +*he war and the at*titules which were <csheaped by
it, contributed significentlv to the success of +the pro-
arans. Thev were overated im a cultnrs and a2 *ime which weas
ghapéi by memories of *he qreat depression of the 1930's and
by *the shortages and uncertain*ies of *+he war. T;eople hed
3dontel a "meke do", no waste atti+unde?00 and proqgrams which
*anyht a means of some deqree of self-saufficiency and offec-
+iy2 nse of M"leiszure® +ime would naturallv he very well re-
ceived. Tndeed, the graduml shift of attitnle after the war
waie c27*ainly one fac*or in the eventual decline of interecst
in hipniveaving in Mani*toha.

200 "ny~ing +the Second WCflﬂ war, thare was a nifty little
slogan for consumers....
Mze 1+ up.
Wear it out*.

¥Yake i+ do.
No withou+,"

Betty Jz2ne Wylie, "wWinning *he VWar on Tnflz*ion", Homemak-

2T 's ™Magavine, Dctober, 198171, 118,

e

D
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he poin*ted out by Fulen Rellan:

The Adecades =ince the War have been a period of
general confidence that no na*ional economy would
1yain suffer the kind of cataclyvsm experienced in
the 1930's. mhis assurance was i1+tself a signifi-
zant influence on *the 1level of economic activity.
confident *ha* +here would be no general collapse
of marke* denand such as hz2d occurred during *he
1930's, bPusiness firms ‘nvested heavily in  new
plant, +*he ageneral public spent money freely and
under+ook 211 kinde of finarcizl -ommitment. High
lavels of spending by business men and the pnhlic
helped maintain prcsperitv., cCconfidence that pros-
perity would <con*inue fostered attitudes and he=
haviour which in fact helped assure +hat it would
io so. 201

Clearlv, in +this +ime of economic expansion and prosperi=-
*v," people no longer felt the need “o proluce as much =23
possible at home but hecame more consumer oriented.

This leads to the final roint, +hat after +he ac+nal pro-

. L7 . .
aran® offered hv 1la focicte AVTnselanerent Postscolalre du
vmanitoha and *he Seerle Gr2in Company ware Adishbanded, +the

lav2l of in*erest and z2¢tivity in hanlweaving was not suc-

*ained in Manitoha, Apart from attitudinal changes,?02 new
201 puhen Bellan, Wipnipeg Fi In Fcomomic Histo-

ol A {(Winnipeq: Cueenston Yonge Pnhlishing Co. Ltd.,
1978y, 239,

202 For exanmnple, +*+he increasing fazhion for syntheticallyv
produced materials:

"immediztelv after the war Ttrends appear sligh*ly
later In Manitohal the fashion was for technology:
what could he svnthesized in a laboratorv and pro-
duced in 2 factorv seemed intrinsically more reli=-
able, and certainly more manipula-able, *han what
w3as merelv grown"

colin T™ndge, "The S*e*e of REubbher', Naw Sciantist, July @9,

14981, 1Q0.
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forns of leisure activity developed in the 1950's, e=xpecial-
lv wi+h the introduction and wiﬁe#preaﬂ gccaptance of *ele-
vicion,?203 manitoha also produced, and still produces, conly
= +tinv fraction of the varns used in hinlweaving. Materials
‘herefore had to be imrcrted, either from other parts of
Tanaia, or from o2un*side connitrien, Thie forced 2 need for
ret21]1 outlets in Manitchba for +these snppliss. "These retail

neels weve filled by *he <Searle Grain Company until 1964,

AN

but by +hat time weavers had started +o0 Hoin toqo*he and

mail order varns directly from meanufacturers in order to oh-
tain bulkx order discounts, Thie resulted *n a loss of ef-
fectiveness of *he Searle Grain re*zil operztion and was one

anificant factor in its closing down that operation. "ail

<

1 de

ordering of varns however, rTequires a qreat deal of careful
zdvance plarning 2nd scme ‘ndividual s*ozkiny of verns, due
to tha *ime lags favolved. It 2170 requires greater percep-
*ion 2nd imagina*ion on the parzt of the weaver, since all
choiz2s mnst be 1nade from cataloqgue descriptions and spall
samples, mhese corsiderz*ione would have weeded ou* *he
less 1isciplined 2nd dedicated weavers and reduced the gen-
eral level of weaving 2ctivi*y, while no* lower? nq the gstape-

daris of the articles produced.

203

il'l

ir  Fraser, The Search for Iigntitv: Cenada,

35““10670 {Toronto
5,

O oa:
Oor-‘




mhu=, +the answer to {he hvpothesis stated in Chapter T i3
+ha+s the-e were 2 nurbher of identifiable =social causes for
“he increased level of interest and ac*ivity in handweaving
ip Mani+oba during the 19u40's, and the decline of this in-
rerest in the 19507'=.

Tha F-apco-Manitola communitv was under grea® pressure
Auring the 1940's due to provincial government legislation
whish had effectively kep* French instruction and the Catho-
1ic church influence out of the publiz schools for the pre-
cediny “wentyvy vears. The opportnnity to institute a prcqran
of French adul* educaticn which was affiliated not onlv with
“he Roman Ca+tholic church, bu* also with the larqger French
comauni*v in Quebec, wasg +h@ref0ro eagerly siezed. consid-
arahle support for this proiect was providel by Quchec, hoth
in vrarpms of advice and encouraqgement and elso in the nore
tapngible loan of gunalified instruc*tors *o jet the project
atarted.

Ry ~he heqginning of the 195%0's, t*he French lanuguage
group in ¥anttoha had bhecome more organized and had hegun *o

fFormallyv pe*i+tiosn *he qovernment for changes to the lawe —eo-

aarding hi-lingualisn, rar+ticularly wi*h rz2gard to educa-
. 13 / / v » .
*%on. 1a <ociete d'Fnceignement Postscoleaire dn Manitoba

subnizted a brief, for example, *o tha Roval Commission on
Na+ional Developmen: in +he 1rte, Letters and Sciences.?0%

204 Royal Conmmission ob Natiomsl Developmen®t in the Azis,
L2t*ezs and Sciences, 1949-1957, (report), (Ottava:
Zinq's Printer, 19051, 420,
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Al+*honah changes 0 +he ¥anitobhz Public Schools act *to allow
ine-ruction in +he French langu=ge did not come about er
manv vears, *he process of orgznizing and submit+ing these
hriafs acted +o relieve =ome of the cultural pressure on the
Pranco-Mani+ohangs, Thug, when Sigter Maximnilla, +*he local
wanti*oha weaving ‘fnetructor, reached retircement aje there
was no perceived need *c¢ replace her in *his function since
+he FPranco=-F¥ani*obans had new outlets for the expressicn of
*heir unigue cul+tnral identity.
Thagse practical, skill-oriented courses, both in lLa So=-
cié?e': program 2nd also *+he one mounted by Searle Grain,
were hegun at a time vwhen Manitobang were recovering from
+he gyreat+ deprezscsion and coping with the shortages of +he
wa=, (nder these circumstences, the population was very re-

*0 a proagram that wonld help to make 1+ more self-

ceptiv

W

sufficient and productive. RY *he 1950'e however, attitudes
had changed considerablyv. Manitohans were more progperous

and hal wore monev +0 spend on hoth goods and services.

Teizgre *ime conld now bte spent wa*ching newlv acauired tel

evisinn zete, The pcral lessons ¢f patienca and pergerver-

anc2 learned througt selfediscinlinel vperticipation in

o

productive ac*tivi*yv and crea*ive nee of laisure time were

no* 2mphacized in *he 1950!'s, as they had heen in the previ-

jon]

ouns decade. Man~=made firres and other eynthetically pro-
Auce? articles cesme intc vogue in Manitobz in the 199%0°'s,

with *he corresponding loss of interest in home-made items.
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The population shift o¢f ¥ani+tohz also hal its effect on
handweaving, since t+he 1640's weaving activity hed bheen pri-
marily farm oriented. "he move of large numbers of people
from the country to the city acted therafore to somewhat re-
Juca the number of potential participants in +these weaving
programs. In additicn, the predominant character of the re-

maining farms changed, becoming larger and more specialized.

1da

self-sufficiency was not stressed n the way that it had
heen earlier, and the interest in haniweaving as a means of
*extila production declined. Also, due to advances in com=
manica*ion, such as redio and television, isolation was no

lonya2r perceived to be a problem for the 19%)'s przirie farm

wife.

7.0.27 Areas for Further Study

Jandweaving which has been practisel ip Manitoha by sone
of the ethnic minorities who make up this province's popula-
tion was hriefly mentioned in Chapter IT. Some of this
weavingy is very distinctive and would form the basis for a
fascinating studyv. There would he considerable interest in
s*ndving, not only the weaving which th2se people are doing
in Manitoha, .Dbut a comparison of this work to +hat which
was, or 1is, done in their countries of origin.

The observation has teen made that the lavel of interest
and ac*ivity in handweaving in Mapitoba decreased after the

1040 s, There is currently, however, a renawal of this in-
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terast and activitv. TFurther s*udv could involve a documen=~
tation of +he current handweaving and ite relationshirp to
modern Manitoka cul*ture and a*+itnies. Compari =ons conuld

*hen be made between the 1940's Manitoba handweaving situa-

tion and that found here +todav.
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Appendix 2

LETTER - WILLIAM SMITF TO GEORGE XUNRO

‘London 17th Fehrv 1830
Mr. Geo

rge Munro Weaver
Yalnziale

. Soth sutberldshire

921
fde
3

Your letter of +he 12¢+h instant covering one +o vou fronm
Jam=23 Mathison of FR has this day becen submitted +to the Gov-
ernor & Committee and T am *o acquaint yvou that James Mathi-
son's letter will be considered suffizient authority for
Twentv pounds the amount of +the pzassage for vourself, Wife
and two Children from Stromness +o York Factorvy...for the
Zhird child vyou will have to pay Thrze pounds Sterling to
Mr. Rae *he .Companv's agent a*t Stromness, who on showing
this letter *o him will give vou an.oriar %o he received on
hoari1 *he Vessel hound *o York Factory, it will be necessary
for voun to te a* S*rcmness abon* *he 15th June, and chould
i* no* he convenient for vou to pav the "hrece DPoiunds you
mn=t give Mr, Rae an acknowledgenren® tha+t vou are indebted
to the Tompany +o *+hat amount.

Your post ohedt

Wwilliam Smi+h

fudson's Payv Company Brwchives, 25,9, fo. 79, DProvincial Ir-
chivas of ™Manitoba.
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Appendix R

LETTFR - ®WILLIAM SMITH 70 DO¥ALD SUTHERLAYD

Londeon 27%h Jany 1830
“r, Donald Sutherland
{(from Hudson's Rav) Colspie by Clvne
Suthe<landshire

Near Sir

m

vyour letter of *he 1¢th ins**+., resgspecting George Munro and
famlilv who wish <%0 go *o the Red FRiver Settlement has this
davy bheen cubmitted to0 the Governor and Commit+tee and T am *o
zcgnaint yon that there 3is no obijection to +their joining
their friends provided they are able *o pay the stipulated
rat2 of Passage money =ayv .

from S*tromness to York factory Seven pounls each for him~
zelf and Wife S [pound=1l for each child under 15 vears of
age and 2 Tpoundsl for each child under 10 v2ars of age, and
as they wish +to write by +the Spring Packs* their letter
sbonll be here not leter than +he 25th Fehrnary. T notice
vour observation respecting Munro having a latter from James
Mmathicons for Twenty pounds, if it is send bere and found
correc*, it will bhe accepted in prrt of +he Pascage money
and- an order given for Munro and his wife to he taken on
board ship &% S*rcmness next June. T have spoken *o Mr.
colvila respecting Munro's letter ¢to him which must have
miscarried as i+ never reached hinm.

T am
Yr mo h st

william Smith

Hudson's Rav Companyv Archives, 2%.9, fo. 74, Provipcial Br-
chives of Manitobs.

’
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LOWER FED EIVER DISTRICT ACCOUNTS 18271 &

The following
in ~he Lower

on Jnne 1,

Rlanke* s

Areeches
Cambric
Capots

nslin

Cloth

Coatees
Cotkon

Travats

Nrawers

mffel

Appendix C

e s of

paertial inventory

Pod

FEed River District Hulson's

1821

1074 ths

L.ge. Striped
pte.
1/2

1ad

pte.

blue 2nd cloth
Miyed Kersey
Grevy Rat*een
Mcl+ton 1 711
Molton Fll
¥olton 172
Molton 11
Molton 3 1/2
blue Corded
hlue rlain
hlue 2nd
Fmhosced
hlune Ccecating
green Corded
green rlain
qrev com.
grev SUrr.
red corded
red plain
white

p. Table
Grey

printed
g+riped
Worsted

Grey Flannel
White Flannel

LAk N D

103

«n

22

+ha "Stock on Hand"

Ray Companv St*ore

1/2

25

P

pr.

Dl

Py
) 1.

-

14
36
172

20 Te
Pr.
”

12
3 /U

-

4 vds.

F oD 0t o aew

12 /4
1A
172
1,0
7/8
3 /1
I/8
/0

vds.
vils.
vds.
vids.,
vidsa
vd
vds.
vd=.
vds.
vd=.
vds.
vds.

2
27

-

Do

x

£

1 4
30
3/4

16

172

10

pr.

3/0 vyds=,
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Flannel white ccm. 49 5/8 vds.
Fringe white 11 vds.
Frozks Puck ' 6
Handkfs. Plk. silk 3/4 doz.
fancv silk 1/4 doz.
Thipa =silk S 3/8 doz.
Fomals 1/2 doz.
Soosec 1 1/12 doz.
ILinen
5/12 dova.
Jackets : hlue Cloth 3
bFlue Serge ' 16
drab Ccrdurov 3
olive Corduroy 7
Lace Orris Yellow & %White 36% vyds.
Tinan Trieh & 1/4 yds.
Shawls 5
ferqge Fmhossed 6 1/4 vyds.
Shirting 11 vds.
silk & Twist 174 1b.
Shirts Calico Infants 21
Calico Poys 1
Calico Youths 7
: Cotten Striped 2
Stockings hlk. ribbd. 1 pr.
hlk. plain 2 pra
T.amb's wool 10 pr.
Cold. V¥Worsted ’ f pr.
Thread cold. =ewing 2 1,/4 1b,
_ white sewing 3/4 1b.
Tow2ls Huckabuck 4
mrousers blue Cloth 4 pr.
Coma. Cottn. 8 pr.
fine Ccttn. 4 pr.
Duck 18 pr.
Gingham 1 pr.
Crey Cloth 1 pr.
Jean & Fustain 7 pr.
. Nankeen 12 pre.
Waistcoats fustain 5
guil*ing 1
Nankeen 3
Scarlet 2
White Flannel 56

Hudson's Bay Companv Archives, B235 d4 3, Provincial Archives

of vanitobra.



Rppendix D

OSCAR BERIBU SPERKS AT ST. JOSEPH®S ACADERY

Ncte 27, 1941,

Ve
Ce soir, M, 0, ", BReriau, directeur de 1l'Fcole des Mrts
* . . \ . /
Domastigques au Ministere de 1'Aqriculture de Quehec et un

~N
veritable apotre de l'artisanat nous 2xprimz son plaisir de
re
venlr parler du sujet gqui l'interesse. Dans un langage pit-
1] L] / /
toresque, il fait res—scr*tir l'elegance, la nohlesse paygan-
nesy 1l parle d'une "aristocratie pavysanne", On sent que
Pa

' I
=on 3m2 est eprise d'un ideal, celuvi d'intensifier chez=nous

1tamour de nos traditione.

fThis evening, Mr. 0. RA. Beriau, lirector of *he School
of Doma2stic Arts of the Ministrvy of Rgriculture of Quebec
and a true apostle of craftsmen expressel to ns his pleasure

- In

j-de
=]

‘n zoming *o speak of the subdect which interests h
graphic language he rointed out +he elegance, the Tustic no-
hili+tv: he speaks of a "rustic aristocracy". One feecls +hat

h

i.de

¢ spnirit is epitten with a vision, that of intencsifying in

us. - the love of our *raditions.]

Institut et Collzqe $t. Joseph, Chronicles, 1V, Cctoher 17,

1941, page A9,
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Appendix E

FIRST WEAVING COURSE AT ST. JOSEPH'S ACADENY

July 27, 19u1,
. -~ - : . . 7
sr Agnes de Rome et Sr M, Donalda de la province de Que-

. < . o
hec ont inaugure deg cours de tissage. Ces cours d'ete

: . / / B * - » k] » /
suivis avec interet par des religieuses de huit differentes

kN

i

communautes dont neuf de la notre, et par vingi-une dames et

(=

jJeunzz filles.

rsister Aqnes de PRome and Sister M. Donalda of the prov-
ince of Ouehbec instituted weaving courses, T"hese summer
soursoes were followed with interest by the nuns of eight
different conven*s of which nine were onrs, and by *twenty-

one women and voung airls. )

\ .
Tnetitu+ et Colleqe St. Joseph, Chronicles, IV, July 27,
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Eppendix F

FARM HOME WEAVING CIRCLES RULES AND REGULATTONS

»emhership in tﬁe farm Home=Wa2iving Circles +0 | Ye
open to anv farm woman or qgivl who 1s interested in
+he work. Fees *o be 50 cents payable annually in
advance.

The Membership fees to he kept by +he Treasurer and
nsed for paving incidentzl expanses connectnd Qith
the weaving work such as postage, stationary, .télem
phone calls and sc¢ forth.

The memhers of the weaving circle t0o elect a Preci-
den+, a2 Vice-President, <Secretary-Treasurer, which
officers form the execntive comnittee.

The officers c¢f the circle to holl office for one
vear and *o he re-elected each vear.

The Seérle “Grain Company will loan four looms and
other weaving eguipment at each weaving circle, and
will provide also at its own cost 2 competent teach-
er,a professionzl supervisor, and will also heer the
cost of providing the necessary sccorodations for the

class, for the looms and for the teaching of the pu-

7}

¢

pils during +the term of the  first slass of five or

six weeks,
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Classes *o bhe a minimum of 2 1/2 hour=s each dav to te
held ei*her in +he forenocon, +h2 aftarnoon or in *he
evening. Under some condi*tions i* mav be alviszable

+o teach *wo reparate groups of pupils each day.

rach clazs *o consist of «=ix pupile. Two classes
each day ~ would therefore teach 2 maximum of twelve
pupils.} Ane clases wonld teach 1 maximum of i x pu-
pils.

Those who offer to take the fiv2 or six weeks' course
must guarantee to attend reqularly five days a week.
{There will he no classes on Saturday or Sundav.)

mhe pupils agree to carry out faithfully *the detailed
instrnctions of the teacher, and to weave only durinqg
+he period of instruction such materials and =uch de-

siqns as *he teacher shall approve, and which form

4]

part of the #éachinq course.,

The pupils will pav for such raw material, +that is
cotton, wool, «c¢r linen varns which *hey use if they
desire to keep for their own use *the finished arti-
cles +hey weave duvring *the instruction period.

The Searle Grain Company, however, retains the right
+to *take fd: demonstration pur poces @ll or =nv of the
articles that are woven by *he pupils during tte in-
stru+ion period, in which event, howecver, the Company

i*+self will pay for the raw matarials nsed.
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NJOTE: T+ has heen found from y=2irs of experience in

te

puehec, in the Faritime Provinces, in Newfoundland

]

and in +the Uni+ted S*ates +hzt 1 fiva or six weeks!
course is sufficient to teach farm women or girls to
he able to make almost anvthing in their homes in *he
wav of bhlankets, cur*ains, bedspreads, tabhlecloths,
tchls, mat+erial for meking drasses or sniti3 and so
forth.

3+ t+he s*ar+ +he yvarns reguirei - cotton, wool and
linen - will re purchased by the Searle Grain Company
a+ wholes=le rTates and available *o the pupils &t
cost. I* ‘g hoped, however, that later wool from lo-
cal sheep 2nd linen from locz1llv grown fibre flax may
be, nade into varns. The Company will assigt eventual-
lv in this enteryrice.

The Searle Grein Companv will make available plans of

looms so *hat those who are hanly with tools can con-

ztruct the qreater par®% of the looms themselves, or

if they desire, the Companv will purchase looms or
parts of loome at wholesale and make them available
+0 *+he momhers of the weaving circles at cost.

The Searle o Hone Adenﬁ will be available *o %he
weaving circle %o act in an advisory capacitv, and *to
he a connecting 1link hetween *he circle and the

searle Grain Company which is sponsoring the plen.
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NOTE: T+ is +he desire of *he Compeny that the weave
‘ng circles as far 2= poseible <hall be en*tirely in-
Jependent and self-qgoverning. The Sz2arle Grain Comp-
panvic offort is mérelv one fo assict in the reviwvel
of faru homéwweavinq becanee  tha Coappany helieves it

im a qood thing for the lLomes of Western Canzla, he-

pae

sides which heme-weaving undountadly is 2 patrio*ic

action that will help Canada's war effort.

Sparle Gra‘n Comvany, Limi+*ed (Resccarch Nepartment),

Yinnipeqg, Vehruarv 1, 1643,




