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ABS1RACT

THE INFLI]ENCE OF SEIECTEÐ FÁMU,Y FACTORS TJPON ÎI{E EDUCATTONAL

AT{D OCCT]PATIObIAL ASPIRATION I,EYEI.S¡ OF }'IANITOBA YOUTTI

By means of a questionr¡aire, infornation was obtaíned. as to

(a) ttre educational ar¡d occupational aspiratÍon levels (dependent

r¡ariables) ard (t) ten selected family factors (irdepenAent nariables)

of 1844 Grade 11 and 12 students from two rural Manitoba sanple areas

and from truo large suburban collegÍates in Metropolitan ltlinnipeg. lhe

ten family factors included: size of conurmnÍty of orientation, socio-

economic status, fatherls occupational status, fatherls and motherts

educatior¡al achievement, strength of fatherts and motherts encourage-

ment for post-high school education, r¡or¡nal versus broken home

situation, ed ethnic and religious bacþrounds.

By means of contingency tables both deperdent variables were

rel¿ted to all independent variables for both boys and gÍr1s. A Chi

Square analysis rras applied to each test and the one percent 1evel of

cor¡fiderrce was selected as a standard for significance.

The analysis indicated that both d.ependent 'uariables related

significantly, for both boys ancL girls, to the following family factors:

size of comnnrnity of orientation, socio-economic Status, fatherts

occupational status, fatherrs educational achievement and strerrgth of

fatherts and. motherls encouragement for post-high school education.

Motherts educational achievement rel¿ted to both aspiration categorÍes
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of boys and to the educational aspírations of girls but failed to relate

sigruificantly to occupational aspirations of girls. RsU€ious bacþround

rnras significantly associated with both aspiration levels of boys but

not r'ritlr girls. Ethníc bacþround of fanily and norrnal versus broken

home sitr¡ation failed to rel¿te significantþ at any point.

In an attenÐt to validate the theoretical model posited for this

thesis, namely, that of socialÍzation being a function of social

stratifícatíon, further analyses t¡ere corducted. w"Íth a controlled.

sanple consisting of both high arÌ¡t low socio-economic status students.

hlith the lor+ status groÌq), no significant associations remained betr{een

aspiration leveIs and family factors r+hereas several family factors

regÍstered significant in the high status group¡

lrJhen similarly controlling for I. Q. level of students, no

signíficant differences renained befi,veen the trrro aspiration categories

and the ten farnily factors w:ithÍn either the high or the low I.Q. groups.

L.B. Siemens
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

hre seem to be doÍng an admirable job of squandering the priceless
hr¡man resources avail¿b1e to us. It ean in fact be argued on the
basis of the fragnents of inforrnatÍon at hand that we are utilizing
to the fuJ.[ the talents of no nsre t]ran one-t]rird of sur acadernícalIy '

gífted youqg men and rroüxerrü

this was the considered opinion of trso Canadian authorities on

edtrcatÍon as er(pressed at the l-956 NatÍonal Conference of 0anaùÍan
IUniversÍties** The authors contilr¡¡e:

But tre d.o not possess the exact and. detailed information essential
for ary thorough evaluation of the present sítuation or for sensible
planning for ttre future, It will take rnarg years of careful inrestÍga-
tion to coLleet ttre necessary fact¡ let us hope that rlre have the time
to do this.Z

It r¡as tluis bleak bacþround of the present t¡squ¿ndering of

priceless h¡man resourcesrf and the insufficient facts for sensible

resedÍal planning that provid.ed the ínspÍ-ration for this study. This

st¿tement by Jackson and Fleming forcefully e)rpresses the hígh value

or¡r society places upon ttre maxi¡nization of human poteuitíaI. lLre fullest

possible developnent of the hrman resource Ís believed to prepare ind.iv-

iduals for high achievement ard thus usher them into a nnre abund.ant life.
ldhen addressirg itself to hígh achievenent, a RoclcerfelLer Report on

h.t.U. Jackson and W.G, Fleming, r4¡Itro Goes to UnÍversity? Engtifi.h
canada, tt 

-canada,Þ stÞis in HiJ*rer Education, pp" ?s-Iro, proceedíngs
of a Conference heJ-d by the Naüonal-õõffi-nce of Cana*ian Universitiesin Ottawa, Novo 12-14, 1956 (Toronto: Unåversity of Toronto Press, lg5?),p. 76.

2rbid.
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,rl , iactors to the edusational and occupational

2

Education, The Pr€sruit of &cellence, hâs this to say: rlÞrcellent

perfonnance is a blend of talent and notive¡ abitity fssed r,¡ith zeal. tr3

It folJows then, that if it Ís our declared purpose to enconrage and

promote nencellent performance¡t, there ¡nrst e:cist a clear understanding

of that intrÍcate Bblend of talent and nþtivett" It ¡¿as wittr the hope

of contributing to this understanding, especialJy as it rel¿tes ts the 
;,,:r,:,,

I{anitoba situatíon, that this study on the relatÍonship of faruily

ur¡dertaken

In our institutional division of labor, the school systems are

charged nith the developnent of the rrtalenttt and ttabíliryH of youth.

trfe sball also come to see in l¿ter chapters tlrat the home or tt¡e faruily

situation aontributes nrch to the fertÍlity of the seedbed out of whÍch

trrlotivesil and. trzealtl emerge¡ efther as strong ard vigorous plants or as

neak and stunted. shoots. Hence, if the claims of Jackson and Flemirg

are valid, narnelyo that the talents of no ¡¡lore than one-ürird of our

rd, our ;,1,1,!ri:

l: . .. .:.

educatíonal and. fafüIy Ínstitutíoru are seríously failing our youth. i.,,,.',

ft Ís a trrrism thâ,t the to-dayls work r,rorld requires ¡nore higþly

occupational aspíratíons of youthyoutn uas

educated workers than it díd a decade ago and ttrat ttris trend toward

hÍgþer mÍnim¡n educational reçrirement for gainful emplo¡'nent is

accelerating rapidþ. Touth is cor¡stantly being r¿arned by a nurnber

of agencies to pretrare, through education, for a secure r+ork filture*

| :,1 : | . :l::-i :.- .

¡.,::1:1 . . l

?"Qroted from trewis S, Beattie, D-evelopre+t of Student Pgtgntial,
(ottar+a; canadían Oor,rference on F.cluðañn, ffierãcffi.-5rTõeT)]Jl s, 

i,r,,,,,.j:: .. .-
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Especialþ active in rntivating youth to high educational goals is t,Le

National Enployment Office of the Canada De¡nrtrnent of l¿bor. A well-

illustrated l¿bor De¡nrtrnent boolclet entitled., Are You Thinkir¡e of ,-'.¡,.,'

Legvir¡e School?, shows that of uneuployed males seeking work in Canada,

?0.2 percent had. a grade eight educatÍon or 1ess.4 This clearly

demonstrates the employnent ad\rarÉage er\ioyed by those who possess a :,:..,.

l...:..:

high school or college cliploma. It continues by warning Canadian t:"
':,.t1

youth vJ:ith statenents such as: i'),'.'

It is er<tremely clifficult to place students w'ittr less than
grade l0 educatíon,

?eop1e1eavir¡.9schoo19,|tergrades!,8tor9arerrot1Íke1y
to get arqfthir¡g but unskilled jobs at low pay. 

Ë

Secondary school graduates are quickþ pJaced in iobs.'

I4arryr citizens ard. professíonal educators have misgivings about

the pragnatic and haghly economic emphasis irrpticit in the above

quotations. hlhile a striving for self-realizatíon would constÍtute

the ideal rnotivational basis for higher education, realism denands

that the econornic conseqtr€nces of the nnximization of hunan potential 
, :.1

not be overlooked. No one can deny thât the rise of our ir¡dustrial '.'''"'"

''._ :_ .

:..: , t ,

Ã*Unenployrnent Insurance Co¡runission of Canada, lrlational tsryloyment
Service, erè Yoq ThínlcinE of ïæavÍne School? (0ttawa: Queenrs Printer,
1960), ó.-Ç -1 dings of the Special
Conrniîtèe of the Senate on Manpower e¡d-ryæIg¡nnç$, No. 4, January 25,
1961'page243,thereappeaffi-lãF1Fno@educationa1d.Ístribution..'.....:..
of a'sat'ffe of'339, S00 iägistrants of Unernplõyment fnsurance 0ffices _ i''.l.;

across Canada" 0f-the sanple, 4?.9 percent had finished prirrary school
or less, 33.9 percent had. somè college, and 2.1 percent had finished
coAlege.

t*tu.
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socieW to its present leve1 of specialization and efficÍency was

rnade possible only by a prior imrestn'ent of capital into education

and research. trpirical studies into the effects of im¡estments in 
,,..,,..,,1,,

education upon the economic development of nations presently con-

stitutes an important area of economic research. The wrítings of :

Theodore h/. Schr¡ltz rarù< foremost in ttris âfêâ¡ ,;-, ,,,,,,
.-:;: .1' ::..

Although Schultz does not derSr the primacy of the cultural :i:::.,;,:.:'

goals of education, he insísts on studyÍr¡g only the ecor¡omic con * ,::,rt::,.:,,

sequences of (educational) im¡estment in nan, which he cor¡sid.ers 
I

Ita form of capital - hunan capitaltt.6 S"hulrz cl¿ims that his 
i
;

research findings have supported the principal h¡rpothesis underlying 
i

his treatment of education, namely, that important ir¡creases in 
i
l

national ir¡come are a consequence of add.itions to the stock of lthurnan 
l

capitalrt. He cor¡cludes that educatíonal capital ,,!4ducgÊ larger rates 
i

j

ofeconomicgrowthrr.7Inarecentpaperentit1edlrP1annir¡gForManitobars

EconomicDeve1opmentlt,Dr.Ba1durH.Krístjanson'&recutiveDirectorof
, ',,' , . . 'the ManÍtoba Ecornrnic Consultitive Board, referred to ttre primary role l,:,,:i,:',;,:.,:
'L. .. . ...

of education in econo¡nic developnrent and concluded as follows: i,:,,:,;.'.,,.:,
:.. ..-: -:

We in Manitoba can ilL afford to tackle the problems of growtlr
with outmoded concepts such as those that over-èryhasize thè
importarrce of capítal formation ín its tradítional forms. For
lr¡e are in fact living in an era wtren brainpower has become more

GTheodo"e 
I,ü. Schultz, -rr0apital Fornntion by Education,,, .|our!glof Political Economgr 6e (1960 )¡ p. 5?9. For a nnrch more compiffis-ive

conffiffi õf-ã'ii suUject åée- rheodore !f. schultz, The Ecãnomic
va}49 of Educatipn, (New York and lor¡don: colunbia uni.væityffi, 1963)"

rbid.
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important than horsepol4¡er r4¡here the ca¡ncity gf the individual
has become the essentiá1. element of progress.ö

lhe fact that eryloyers fully accept, at the corporation level,

Schul-tzls thesis on the. capital value of education is evidenced by the

fact that by and large they are uilling to revard employees according

to the arnunt of educational capital they are able to apply to their
jobs. Ttre effects of leve1s of education¿I attairuent on annual income

levels of }4anitoba nales and females, for the year 1961, may be seen in
Fígur:e 1, Differences in arutual income between those w-ith elenentârfr

secondary and University educations are indeed significant. Hence, if
high leve1s of gainful enplo¡rment and continuing increases in national

income are aclsítowled.ged goals in our socieer, the Delnrtrent of r¿bor

is entirely justified in seeking to motivate youth to hÍgher education

by irwoking the economic consequences to the individual of both a higþ

ar¡d a low educational experience. Further¡rore, if the aforenentioned

are, in fact,, high prioríty goaLs, it ¡rakes poor economic sense, quite

aside from cul-tural consid.erations, to ttsquårderrr tr¿o-tÏ¡Írds of ttour

priceless human resourcesrr. ff l¿ck of research stand.s in the rnray of

overconing such a ttsquandértt, as Jackson ard. Flening clåÍn, thenn

as iuplied in Dr. Kristjansonts statement, it r¿ould appear that capital

Ínvested. Ínto related. research r¿ould bear a trigh rate of divid.end. for

ittdiviù¡a1s as well as for the national econory, and. shsuJ.d consequently

receive a high investment priority"

Bga.ldro H, Kristjanson, Pl¿nniqg for ManitobarË Economic D.evelopment.
Unpublished trnper presented to the Mauitoba Rr¡ral Leadership fràinir¡e- -
Seminar, Brandon, llanítoba, Febrl¡ary 6, 1964.
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Up to this point we have not examÍned Jackson and Flemir¡gts

serÍous charge co}¡cerning the grossly underdeveloped potentiel resources

of Canadian youttr. Ife shall atterÐt thls by resortir¡g to a few corqlarisons.

The proportion of the age groqp 18-21 years (excluiling veterans) enrolled

in eolJeges in Oan¿d¿ during the acadeuic year 195G51 w-as 7,2 percent as

coryared l4rith 19.3 percent in ttre United $tates in the year 1949-50.9

These d¿ta show th¿t the proportion of Canadian collego-aged youth

enrolled ín coJlege rrras just over one-third as high as síni]"ar aged

youth enrolled. in Utriteê $tates colleges" Assruiqg that ttre youth of

both countries have similar innate ability, it r,rould appear that a larger

n¡nber of Canadian boys and girls are l¿cking either the opportunfty or the

rnotivation necessary to obtain a college education. Arother crÍterion

of talent htaste is the proportion of student reter¡tion in the schooL

system up to grade ttrelve" hlhen considering tlre low proportíon of the

total of canadian youth atten¡iiug college, it ís especr$artr arresting

to note tl,re retentíon rate of youttr in þlanítoba as coqpared. ¡¿ith that

of other pnovinces. In ttre booklet, Developrrent of Stud.ent Potential,

Beattie presents by provinces an esti$ated percentage retention of pupils
10from grade tuo to grade fi¡e1ve for the period 1946 to Lg5g.-- Of

c'anada'ls ten provinces, l4anitoba ranked sevent?r, wittr only 19 percent

retenfion 0f the four western provinces, Manitoba was the loruest

with British Colu¡Sia registerirg 50 percent, "[lberta 41 percent and

Jackson ard Fleuir€r .S,. g.&.n p. 84,

101**i, S. Beattie, The Developrneq! of Stud.ent poter.tial. 9p" Ë.r
Þo 20.

Il.\.';'.1:'-,:::
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Saskatchehran 30 percent. Although quantification of talent loss is

difficu-lt if not hazardous, it appears safe to suggest that the Jackson

ard FIeminB contention that r\¡e are utilizing to the ful-L the talents of

rþ nbre than one-ttrird of our acadernicalþ gifted youqg men aud womenrr

nay be a conservative estíuate for the proulnce of Manito,ba.

Aside from the general recognition that youth in a derccratic

society should enjoy a fulL and equal opportunity to aohíeve maxíntrm

personal developrent, and that u¡ch of our youth is not availing

itself of such opporturritíes, there remainsfor brÍef eonsÍderation

the effects of a fera specifíc socíal and ecoromic trends on the need

for adrranced educational and training opportuníties. Recent changes

ín this countryts social stnrcture, as outlined in. the following

¡nragraphs, point to a greater urgency than in times ¡nst that youth

be notinated to prelnre through education and training for the

occupational demar¡ds of a highly techrological work we6Jd.

Technologícal advances in agriculture and industry each year

rend.er a Jarge urmber of jobs obsolete wtrile at tb.e salre tfule creating

'- new jobs requirÍng higher levels of education and skills. Mary farm .,,,,,¡,,.i,.::.-.i:t,:

:: :'1 - - -. :_¡::.':a::.

people wtrose jobs have been displ.aced by bigger and better nachínes

have migrated to eities to join the growing industrial l¿bsr force.

In an over-a1l dercgra¡ihic study of Manåtoba, Sharp and Kristjanson

guantÍfíed the extent of this rtral to urban rnÍgration in the êge group

most affected:
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The most spectacular rurvement of Manítoba'ts popul¿tion between
1951 and 1961 occumed in the group in tlre 1G14 year age range
in 195r and thus in the 20-24 year age range in 196r. rhe r¡rban
popuration gained 55 percent in ttrÍs age group while the rural
popilation lost 64 percent through net migratíon"ll

Notw:ithstanding decreases in total marpower utÍLized in agricu1.-

ture, total agrícultural production in }fanitoba has continued. to increaseo

Furthermore, natural increases of the farm popuJation contiriued at a
leve1 consíderably beyond that required. for replacement of r,yorkers lost
through retirement or death. This conbination of factors næans that a
Jarge nrunber of rnaturing farm youth¡ are faced with the necessity of
movirg irÉo occupatíons r¿ith which they are unfarnÍüar. Successful

occupational ad.justment for these youths hinges on the acquisition of
skills and education rrccessary in the neür occupationaL emrironment.

hthether or not the skills ard educatíon necessary for adjust-

nent ín the ner¿ occulntional em¡ironrnent u:ilt in fact be acqu:ired

depends upon the motivation leve1 of initividuals príor to entering

the ]¿bor force. Her¡ce a lcr,owlLedge of factors which influence 1evels

of motivation provídes a basis for the plannÍng of progra.ns to deal

r.rrith this problem. Motivation toruard luigh educatior¡al ard. occupa-

tional acluievement depends of cor¡rse upon the attitudes and. values

indíviùnls entertain toward these goalso ft is rcidely accepted that

the family situation, in performÍng its role of socializationn is the

prÍrnary source of highry enduring attitud.es arrd va1ues.12 Íhe

lbtti1 F. Sharp ar¡d G. Albert- Kristjanson, Ttre Pepp1e of lutanitoba.a mireograpùred report on a demographic study of-Mãñtõãããrñ-ucffiffir
the Canada-Manitoba A.R,D,A. Agreernent, L964, p. 14.

l2Francis J. Brown. Fducatiprentice flall rnc., 194?);-ælñ#* 
(nnglewood cliffs, N'J':
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purpose of this study is to identify the factors within the social

structtrre of the fa^mily that influer¡ce the content arrd strengttr of

attítudes rel¿ted to the educational ar¡d occu¡ratÍonal aspiratíon

leveLs of hfuh school youth.

10
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CHAPTER TT

A REVIEIü OF Ti{E LITET{ATIIRE

Although a wide range of research has been reported on the broad

area of family influences upon aspÍration levels of children, exceedingty

little of this research originated in Canada, and virtually none in ;¡,,,,.::.

Manitoba. fn the United States, where most of the related. research was .'1-:'.':,1

..: . :.,. :

conducted, th" relationship of a wide range of farnily factors to levels i,:.t'-' 
-

a 'r-::: r:

of educational and occupational aspirations of youth are already con- 
,

sidered as accepted generalizations. Repeated studies have arrived. at ,

:

essentially sirnilar conclusions. l

i

This review of literature lrilI consist of three general areasr 
l

iFirst, attention will be d.irected to the nrore general environrnental 
i

I

and value-rel¿ted. influer¡ces of the family of orientation upon educa- 
i

tional and occupational aspírations of youth. Ttre second focus sha1l 
i

be upon United States research into the influences of specific family ),

factorsr such as the size of the conununity of residence, socio- :,¡,:¡,:.r..'¡,
-',..: :

econonic leveI, fatherls occupational level, parental educational i.:l.,j":::::..: ::'l

achievenænt ard. educational errcouragement of children, ard such

factors as ethnic ard religious bacþround.. Finalþ, the rmch more

IimÍted bo-dy of Canadian research findings w:ill be brought to bear 1.1.,:::.:,,;.:

upon the factors listed above. i.'';i'¡'
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General Ervironmental ar¡d value-rel¿ted rnfluences of ttre Family

There is general agreement that parents exert a powerful inffuence

on the educational and occu¡ntional aspirations of youth, In a chapter

entitled, rtOrigins of Achievement Motivationtr, McClelland and. associates

argue that -
Al-1 motíves are learned, that they develop out of repeatedaffective ercperiences connected w:ittr certaiii tJæes of si-tuations

and types of behavior. In the case of achievenent motivation thesituation shourd involve tstar¡dards of excellencer, presunably
imposed on the child by the culture, and nore partícährly by
the parents_as rep_resentatives of tire culture, and the beiravior
should imrolve either lcompetitiont w'ith rvhosé stand.ards of
excellence or attempts to meet them which, if successful, produce
positive affect or, if unsuccessful, negative affect.I

That the achievement motivatÍon in children is closely related to the

standards of e¡ccellence they Learn from theÍr parents will be seen from

the following studies, Slocum of ln/ashington deternrÍned l,¡ho it was that

had exercised the greatest influence on the occu¡ntional choices of 300

college undergraduates. 0f this sanple, 24 percent cited parents, 12

percent teachers and 12 percent best fríends.2 siniJarry, Bordua

four¡d a strong positive relationship between parental stress on college

ar¡d. the actual colrege pJans of grade 9 to 12 high school youth.3

trìrrthermore, in a survey of 110 dropouts from a lviruripeg Junior High

llavid l-fc0lel]and, John hI. -Atkinson, Russell A. Clark and Edgar L.
Ioruell. The Achievement Motive, (New yorki Appleton, centary arrd clofts,less),'frzl

'r:i
.,;l
:r: i
-:l

2trt"It"" L. Slocum, ultrey Find. T?reir Nicherr. An excerpt from
SgPalional Pþnnine þy Undereradgates
hlashÍgqton. Bulletin 54Ì, l-9l4;

at the State CoILege of

ar¡d
3navid J. Bordua. F¡lucational Asnirations

College, Social norces, @
Parental Stress on
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School, Flynn found that 80 percent of the parents of boys and 82

percent of the parents of girls agreed to their children leaving

school.4 Likewise, Simpson reported that ttanong boys aspiring to

high occupations the percentage u¡hose parents had advised them to enter

professions rras rnrch higher than the percent among Iow aspirers".S

Recognizing the likelihood of a positíve or rægative influence of

parental and home ercperiences on achievement motivation, several workers

have atternpted to probe deeper ínto the n¿ture of these ocperiences.

Studies into the effects on achievement motivation of unsatisfactory

interpersonal relationships in t?re family of orientation have produced

conflicting results. D¡rnes, Clarke ar¡d Dinitz cor¡cluded that high

aspíratÍon levels r4¡ere assocÍated. hr:ith unsatisfactory interpersonal

relations in the family of orientation. They relate their findings to

tlre suggestions of Adler and Horney, tha1u quest for power is a compen"s-

atory reassurance against aru<ieties produced by unhappy chíldhood

ex¡leriences.G Similarly, E1lis four¡d that career li¡omen achieving upr,rard

social mobitity shoued a history of greater d.ifficulty in their early 
,.

interpersonal relations than those who'h/ere non-nnbÍIe.? Furthermore, 
,

Á.-Bridget Eileen Flyrur, A Sgnvev oÍ Dlopouts from a ü¡ir=ri1iJçe ¡*i9*
gjgþ ggh"{; (M. Ed.ucatiôn rtrãsisr-Uni.Grslty of ManiToba, 1963)r p. 64.

5 - '.'"Richard L. Simpson, ttParental Influence, Antiëpatory,SocialÍzatÍon t.ii#
arrdSocia1}lobi]jty'',@$ocio1oeicaf@,2?,(L962),p.521'::'-....:'l

6R,rr"el-L R, Ilynes, Alfred. C. Cl¿rke, and S1mon Dinitz, Levels of '

gccupational Aspirationi Some Aspects of ú'arnif¡ Dcperierrce as a Variable, r ,

Agerican sociolõeical Bg!g, 21 (1956) t 2J,2'2J4

?Ðveryn Ellìs, social psychological correlates of upward social
Mobility of Unnarriãd Career hlomen, Ãrnelican Sociological-Rgvigw, 1? 

r,,,:,,.,..,.,.,
( J952)', 5sg-563. ¡.':"..,'',,,',.,,,



from a depth sûrdy of 30 college students, Mc0lellar¡d gq gf. conclude

as follot+s:

PerceÍved severiüy of upbringing or tfelt lack of lovet is
associated among college stud.ents with high achievement nuctiva-
tion, The largest single correl¿tion iúrvolves the rejection
attributed to the fathers by their sons; that is sons who felt
their fathers had rejected them had higher achievement motivation
scores than those r¿ho felt their fathers had loved and accepted
them.B

However, when applying the sane study to h-igh school boys, these workers

four¡d. the reverse to apply. High school sons with high achievernent motiva-

tion tended to judge their fathers as more rather than less successful,

and as friendly and heIpful. A similar fir¡ding from school clrildren was

reported by Chabassol of Alberta. His study revealed that the rnajority

of underachievers believed themselves rejected by one or both parents.

He relates this to the concept of self innge by suggesting ttrat stud.ents

come to see themselves in a poor light, with the result being self

rejection.9 Essentially similar fíndings have been reported. by

rinrbalJ-r1o $tice et 4.r1l tnd Kurtz and $r,¡enso*.l2 obviously this

8t,t"C1ul-lrnd et ÊI., 9p. g&,, p" 2?9.

9D.J. Chabassol, tr0orreLates of Academic Ur¡derachievement in Male
Adolescentstt, 4fÞgl!g'Jourral of Educaliopa1 Resegrch. I (1959), 130-146.

1%. rirb.ll, trlhe Sentence Corupletion Test in a Study of Scholastic
Underachievementr- ttJoglel of Consultine PsvcholoEy, 16 (1952)r 353-358.

11G. Sri"e et aL,, BagkElound Factors ar¡d Çolleee-Going Pþns-449+g
glgþ Aptitu¿e stE"E' @ (ffi atfõffi sãng-service,
Princeton, 1956).

12J. K*, z and. E.J. Srrlenson, t,Factors Related to Overachievement ar¡d

Urderachievementrr, School Review-S9 (1951), 4??-8O,

T4
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di¡nension of fanily influence requires rurch more intensive study.

Although irpJ5ed on various other occasions, ttre rel¿tionship of

attitudes and values to educational ard occupational perspectives of
youth was explicitly referred to in ttre introductory Chapter of t¡is
thesis" The rel¿tionship is obviously a close one, and has been the

object of r¡.rch írnrestigation. Beattie, referred. to earlier, had this
to says rrNo inspired or inspÍring educatÍon can go fonn¡ard wíthout

powerful undergirùir¡g by the deepest values of our societyu.l3

Social and personal values reflect those ends toward. r.¡hich

societies and ir¡dir¡:iduals behave; toward whích they strive. values

are the products of the interaction of a vast nu¡nber of factors. Ttre

rsl,igious, etbnic, economíc, occupational, educationar, arong rarith

narq¡ other features of one ls emrirorurent, all contribute to the final
constell¿tion of onets value syste¡n rn a study such as this it is
in¡portant to recogni ze that, the values lr?rich crystalize from the

solution of onels total experience are powerful determÍnants in the

future orientation of onets motivational enerry. Hence, the energr

directed. into the educational and occu¡ntional achievement of an

inrlÍvidual is rel¿ted to the position ttrat ed.ucatior¡al and occupa-

tior¡al achievement occupy Ín the value hierarchy of the individual.

Based on such an assruaption, Rosen posited that class differ
ential rates of vertical ruobi]jW rÞy be partialþ ocpJained in terms

3Beattie, 
.S.. Ë.r p. 60



{*{éàÈ":ì!:l$v.'å¿f gr.a?-¿tå49â¿:éeê4"¡re-tf,;5i,!-trtå1ì*,ì

16

of d:ifferences in the values, and cor¡sequently the notives of socíal

cLa,sses. He suggests that achievement-oríented values of the middle

cl¿ss are stronger than in the low cl¿ss, as evid.enced by the greater ,,

encouragement ar¡d rer¡rards offered for early toilet training, early

walking and high scholastic achievement among nriddle class children,l4

From a study vrith seuior high school students in rural Kenûrcky, Schwarz- 
.',::!

weller found a positive correlation betr,veen the follor,rring value orientations i', '

and high occupational aspirations: achievement, mental work, creative -,,',,

work, rnrork w'ith people, servíce to society and individualism. Negative

rel¿tionships were found with the values, material comfort, security,

hard work, familism ar¡d. extern¿I conforrniç.ls rn the same study he

selected certain values for further testing. 0f those selected, he found

the high achievement related values to be positiveþ related to each of

three indices of socio-economíc status, and the low achievement related.

values negatively rel¿ted to socio-economic status. This finding lends

support to Rosenfs ¡nore general contention of the strong influence of

social status vq,lue differentials upon achievement ¡notivation.

Aside from cl¿ss or family oriented values, Slocum drar¿s attention ,.;.-,,..,,
'. :. .

to the inportar:ce of the values of other important reference groups, like 
,

peers, upon the achievement motivatíon of youth.16

148u.*"d C. Rosen, The Achievelrent Syndrome: A Psychocultural
Dineræion of Socia1 Stràtification, Anerican Sociological Review, 2L
(1956), 203-2]1.

15H"*ry K" Schwaranæller, ttValues and Occupational Choicett, Social
Forces. 39 (1960), p. 129.

16*"trrl.L. 
Slocurn, ttsome Sociological Aspects of Occupational Ckroicetr,

A¡nerican Jprq¡la1 of Ecor¡onícs and Sociology, 18 (1OSS), 139-148.
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Battle, on the other hand, points to the potential value cor¡flicts of

teacher and pupÍI ín the classroom situation, He concluded that rrthe

degree of símil¿rity between teacher ideal and pupil value patterns

ter¡ds to be rel¿ted directly to the leve1 of pupil ach:ievement, as

rated by teachers in terms of school rarkstt.lT C1early then, an

adequate consideration of ach:ievement motivation in areas such as

education and occupation could not overlook the iruportant, if not

central place of values.

In his book OccupatÍona1 Choicer EIi Ginzberg aptly sunnarized

the role of the family as follows:

. . . The fanily contirures to exercise an important influence on the
occupational choÍces of ttre younger generation. For it is as a member
of a fa¡uily that the child first learns about the jobs that exist in
the adr¡lt world; it may be through the famíIy that he acquires his
first ex¡lerience at work; and it is through the family that he is
encouraged to follotr one path and discouraged from folJowing another,
even if orüy irdirectly through his absorption of familial attitudes
and va1ues.18

A Review of United gtates Literature on Specific Famrily F&ctors

I\,,¡o occellent reviews of the large body of sociological literature

reJating to educational and occutrntional aspirations of youth can be

found Ín trrlilliam H. Ser,¡e11ts publication, Edugatignal and Occupa.tional

17n tor, J. Battle, rrRelation Between Persor:al Values and Scholastic
Actrievementtt, &llrnal of Þrperirnental Educatíon, 26, (1OSZ), p. 39.

18uti Ginzberg, et a1., Ogcupational Choice: 4n Apprgech qo a
General Theor.w, (new forlî ôo@i-i5F6I, pfzS¿.

:::.:¡. jj

:-r:ì:,:t:':
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Persþectives of Rura1 Youth*" and in a bulletin by Lee G. Burchinal,

Cargel ChoigeÊ of Rlrral Youth ig a Chaneiqg societf,.zo A consid.eratíon

of a nu¡nber of family factors is included in botlr reviews.

Size of comnunÍty of resid.ence has been ttre most intensively

irwestigated factor related to educational aspirations of youth. Ttre

rnost extensive of these studies is based on a stater+'ide sanple of

J:0r322 Wiscor¡sin high school serriors ar¡d uas conducted by Sewell in

!957.21 5er,re11 concluded that the proportion plaruring on continuÍng

their education beyond hígh school was closeþ related to the size of

couunrnity of residence. 0n1y 3? percent of students from farms and

44 percent of those from villages in comparison with 50 percent of

those from cities planned on further education. Similar1y, higher

educational aspÍrations among urban as corypared with n¡ral youth has

been reported from staterr"ide studies in Min¡res ofurZZ Florid.aoz3 ltriscorsin24

'lo*"Wil1iam H. Sewe11, ThLEdtægliolAl and Occupational Perspectives
gf RuIaI Youth (l,,rashÍnetón]TC 'i

iãuffipõ,rÐ3rlõG¡):-' ,:,.r,.

20I*" G. Burchinal, Career Choiges of Rural Youth in a CtrqrìEíng . ,','.

Society, (UniversÍty of Uln¡resõtã, Agric. &cp,. Sta" Bulletin, 458, 1962). i,",:,'

Zlwilli** H. SeweLlr .9p,. d!., p. 4.

22n"1ptr F. Berdie, 4þË Hieh School - \trlnat? (uir:neapolis¡ Minnesota!
The univeräity of Mirurásota rreÇ i557);

23Russe[ Middleton and Charles M. Grigg, ttRural-Urban Differences
in Aspirations¡t, Rura1 SocioloE¡, 24 (1959)t 34?-355.

Z4Archie 0. Haller, ad hrilHam H. sewell, rrFarm Residerrce and
Occupational Aspirationir, The American Jor¡rnal of Sociology, 62
(1e5?), 4o7-4Lr,

1::':.:i.
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ard. ülashington.zs Although these researchers varied somewhat in their

definítions of aspiration, theÍr residential categories, and the nature

of their samples, all of them reported that the farm group tended to

lag well behind the more urban segments of the population in educational

aspiratÍons,

À simil¿r, but less decisÍve situation has been found to exist

wtren the occupational aspirations of farm and city youth were coÍpared.,

In a statew"id.e Florida study the occupational aspirations of ninth

grade boys living in urban conuunities lrere higher than of boys livirg
in comnrnities of less than 2500 popuJation.26 A Kentucþ study also

reported. that farm boys had lower occr4tatÍona1 aspirations than non-farm

bpy..27 However, an earlier Wiscorsin study (1SSZ), compari-ng onJy farm

and non-farm high school students found no significant difference between

farm ard non-farm seniors.28 niff"rences may not have been found in this

study because the sample of ser¡-iors included botf,r boys and girls. Other

stuùies showed less rural-urban differences for girls than for boys, and

21nt.L. slocum, Occupgtigr¡al and Edugatterull Plans o€ Hieh School
Ee¡io¡¡ lrsm Eann ä@@tori@ïcñtîEFniper .
@-Îgsõ)--

26Chr,r1", M. Grigg and Russel Middleton, "Cornunity of Orientation
and Occupational Aspirations of Ninttr Grade Studentstt, Social &Iges,
38 (1960), 303-so8.

::-'¡:i
::l

.:r,j

" *ro K. Schwarzrreller,
Aspiragions and Pl¿4s of RuralffieGõ-J.-

socio-cultuÍ.af Factors ar¡d the career
Kentuclçy lfieh School Seniors, KerÉucþ

284.0. Haller ar¡d I,II.H. Sewe1l, rtFarm Residence and Levels
Educational ar¡d 0ccupational Aspirationrr, The A4grican Journal
sociology, 42 (J.:95?r, 4o7-4JJ.

of
of
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in one study farm girls were found to be more likely to pJan on high

prestige occupations than were non-farm girIs. Notr¿ithstanding

methodological differences, the evídence suggests that farnr boys

generally have lor¡er occupational aspirations than do village or

urban boys"

Educational and occupational aspiration levers of youth have

also been found to relate closely to the social status of families,
w-ith youths from hÍgher status families more frequently plarurÍng to

attend college and aspiring to higher prestige and income-earníng

occupations. Sewellts statewide trrlisconsin study found that nS6 percent

of the students whose fani-lies socio-economic status rar¡ks in the top

one-third of the sarryle pran on colrege whire on.Ly 2l percent of those

r¿hose families socio-economic status is ín the bottom two-thirds have

such plansrt'29 similar findings have been reported from studies in
Kentucþ3o and hlashington. 31

Closely related to the socio-economic status of ttre farnily is I

i:: ,l¿:::,;the pre,stige rating of fatherrs occu¡ration. studies in wtrich the 
i1,,,,,1Ì
,' :: :.: . ::

occupational leve1 of father has been recorded have also noted a close iir;l.:l
rel¿tionship betr,rcen occupational level of father and ed.ucational and ''- ' ''

zgSewe1l, gp. cit., p. 13"
30

Schvrarat¡el1er, gp. *.
31__

liJ-ocurn, gp. çit"

¡. r. .. ..

í:î;iìi: i :: ì
i.tlìi.:r:j,tl.
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occupational aspÍrations of chiIdrurr.32,33 In a statewid.e ir/isconsin

study of hÍgh school seniors Sewel1, HaILer and Strauss concluded that

the rel¿tionsh-ip of level of aspiration to parental occupational prestige 
,,,,,,,,.

status, v¡-ith intelligence controlled, holds for both se>ces and. for both

educational and occupational aspirations.32 The authors suggest that

their findings lend support to the sociological cl¿im that values 
.-,,.,1;,,

specific to different status positions are important influences on ,: ,

levels of educatÍonal and occupational aspiration.

Another family factor that has frequently been found to influence

aspiration levels of youth is the leveL of educational attainnent of

parentsc From Sewell¡s statew:ide irlisconsin sanple of high school seniors

he found. that 51 percent of students rn¡hose parents ranked high in educa-

tional achievement had college pl-ans as compared with 22 percent whose

trarents ranked. Iow. $iruilarþ 56 percent of students with parents

ranking high, had high occupational aspirations as corpared w-ittr 28 percent

i4:of students rrrith parents rankir¡g lorø in educational attainmerrt."- 
i,. ,
i:.;r:, .:.i

Essentially similar fíndings pertaining to educational plans of youth ;ì¡j,:,,:

:.1:...::.i:

t'r,". Sewell, 4.0. HaILer, and l,f.A. Strauss, ttsocial Status and
Educational and 0ccu¡ntional Aspirationstr, Amelican Sociological Review,
22 (19s?), 67-73.

33*. *oger and C.M. Ioutit, ttThe fnfluerrce of Father rs Occupation
on the Vocational Choices of High School Boystt, Journal of Applied
Psycholoey, 19 (1935), 2oz-2A2.

34$i*ruu, 
.9p," É!., p. 16.
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have been reported. by Bertrand3s cor,¡hÍg and associater36 *rrd by Buck

and. nib1e.37

Several workers have also measured the effects of nationality 
,,.,,:.t,,:,..,,.:,r:,,

backgrourd of farm youth to educational attitudes. Marshall and co-

r¡orkers tested the association of eight independent varíab1es with the

dependent variable school .atterdance of 16 to 1? year old farm youths. 
1:r;,:,,.,.',:,.,,:,,,

0f five factors found to be sJgnificantly correl¿ted with school .:::.;':':t'::'::::

... .,.,.,.. 
'.atterdance, the nost inportant factor was nationality bacþrourd.. 

=',;,.,,;,:,1t.,,,

Ttre heavier the proportion of Gerrnan, Polish, Belgian and Sw:iss, the

lower the school attendance,3S In another study it was four¡d that
:

Anglo-Americans hrere more favorable toward high school education than 
i

were persons of mjxed ethníc bacþround or Continental Europeans. I'{ore 
i

specificalþ, ethnic bacþround was fowrd to be associated T,r'ith attitude 
i
i

toward high school education only anor¡g persons of high sociç-econonic

status r,sho had not attended high school.39

l5Atrin L. Bertrand, Itschool Attendarrce and. Attainment: Ftrnction and. l.,,...,:,.,.:'',:,.,:,'

Dysfunction of School and fan:iþ Social Systemrt, Soglaf Forces. 40 ,i,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
r.: :.: :.:.: r.: ;-:.i :(I962)t 228-233. 
,,j.,,.,.,;.;;,,¡,r

36J**" Corrrtrig, Jay Artis, J. Allan Beegle and Harold GoldsmitÀ, ' " 
,

orientations Touard- Occupation and Bgsidçn¡:e (¡ticfrigan .State Universityffi mÐ.
. "Oo" C, Buck ar¡d Bond L. Bible, Educational Attainmen! ¡gor¡g i,,,,,,.,,,,,.,.,,

Perurwlvania Rrral Youth, (Pennsylvaniã Ftáte Univérsity, Agric. Þr¡1. ir',,;-,, ,, ,., ,-

3BD.G. Marsha1l, !iI.H. Ser+e1l and 4.0. Haller, ttFactors Associatèd.
rrrith lfigþ School Atténdance of l{isconsín Farm Youth", Mgf Sociolos]¡,
18 (1es3), 2s?-26O

39W.H. Ser+ell, D.G. Marshal1, 4.0. Haller and. If.A. DeHart, tlFactors

Associated uith attitudes toward High School Education in Rural l,visconsinrr, ,,',:ì, ,,:,,'
Itural Sociolog¿, 18 (1953), 359-365. ::,::,:,:::':,,'¡:;,,,1i:
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The foregoing represents an overview of a snrall portion of the

U.terature published in areas relating educatíonal and occupational

aspi.rations of youth to family factors, rt does suffice, however, to

indicate that the rel¿tionships uncovered have been fairly consistant

and that a clearer irnage concerning the influence of family factors on

educational and occupational perspectives of youth is being drawn into

focus in the United $tates.

A Revieg of Canadian Literature on Specific Familg Factors

In strarp contrast wittr the United States literature, Canadian

studies related to the educatior¡aI and occu¡ntional aspirations of youth

are few in mnrber and Ii¡nited in scop€r An inportant distinction for

the reader to keep in mind is that most of the studies to be cited

relate social variables either to the educational or occutrntional

exÞerier¡ces or future p]¿qg of respordents, but verV few studies. if arw,

focus s. namelv. unon
-.#

the and occuÞationA1 aspirations of youth. TtrÍs fact became

nbst apparent when the v¡riter studied the most recent as weLL as the

most echaustive sunmary of related research literature entitled, The

Social Basig o{ Education. by Dr. Frank E. Jones of McMaster Univerriry.4o

.Llthough all published Car:adian fír¡dings are reviewed. urder their appropriate

heaùings, it is interesting to note â couqclete absence of CanadÍan referenges

- 
40F".r,k E. Jlrlesr "Thg Sòcial Basis of Educatíon (Toronto: cgnadian

confererice on children, 52 $t. qlaiF rve,-eastr-865)l-s2 pp. Thls
study was conrnÍssioned by the Canadian Conferer¡ce on ChitOlèn as a
bacþround paper for the 0ctober, 1965, l{ational Convention meetings
to be held in Quebec City.
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under the trr¡o head.irus.. trDifferences in Occupational AspiraSlonsn4l 4
Differences in gghol¿stic Aspirations¡r.4z Nevertheless, severäI Canadian

stud.ies ttrat d.eal with influences of family factors upon educational ar¡d

occupatíonal experiences or pJanrS of youth, rrarrant mention. lhe most

ertensive and conrpreher:síve r¡ork in this area has been done by Dr. w.G.

Flening of the 0ntario Department of Educational Research, rritro has authored

ten of the rrAtkinson Study Reportsrt on grade 13 students enrolled in public

and private secor¡dary schools in Ontario in 1g55-56. Reports l,:, z, s, ? and

10 bear especially upon the social influences on grade 13 studeot".43

nt**., pp. z5-zo.
Á.t''E&.r Þp. 2U24. Under this headÍng reference is nn,de to one

Auebgg study dealing with parental aspirations for their chÍIdren, but
not directly to the aspirations of youth.

,, 43lú'G. Flemingr Atkinson Ëqqdy of utilization of student Resources
o: ontario õóriGãã.oãi¡cËion): - :(Toronto : ontario õó¡iEã oroãücation

Report 1. P+&ry-u4_and _Personaritv Factors Associated qÍttr
Educatipnal and occupational pl¿r:s qr{l@qif-.___

Report 2. Onta$g Grade 13 students: I,{ho are lhey and. hlhat
traõõG'¿E-rnEr-11dBZ) - -' -J=

Report 5. Þ!*1 and Academlc f-'acto{s as predictors ofFirst Tgar success in dñta¡fõ UniGæIes, -
Report ?. a FoJlovr-up_gludx sÉ Sg"" srud.ents in certain

Non-Degree courses of rr¡raher @

Eastwood,

Report 10.

G.R. and hI.G. Fleming.

IfoþCladp= 13 _to Emplgl¡¡rgnt a Fol_Iow-up Srudv of
Ê 

tu¿?nt s .4e onte¡g5!. onrelovmen@r
ffi,Ëõñ-úfT]3õ3-);
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Most closely related to famílial influences on educational behavior was

Report I. This report states that of the grade 13 students v¡ho enrolled

in Universities the followir¡g year, a disproportionately high nurrber 
1,.,.,,,,

ra¡ere four¡d to represent (a) s¡naller sized famílies, (t) ramifies with

bothparentsa1ive,(")famí1ieswherefathersoccupied.ahighstatus

iob, (a) famiUes rtûrere parents lüere more highly ed.ucated, (e) tamilies 
ir.:,::,,:

r,¡here parents entertaíned. favorable attitudes to UnÍversity educatíon, lr '..".j

and (f) familíes that lived in a med.ium to large-sízed city. The urban- ,.1..:,,i:: :: ::

rural differeræes were significant and bear el¿boration. Flerniqg 
i

found that 4l percent of parents of school children living in places
'of under 11000 population favored University atterd,ance as coqpared with 
i

53 percent of parents living in places of 10i000 to z4roo0 in popuJa- ì

l

tion and ?1 percent of ¡nrents in Metro Toronto.44 
l

Another signíficant study was cor¡ducted by llall and McFarlaner l

I

These workers also noted a close relationship between educatÍonal

behavior, as rieasured by incidence of high school dropout, and the i

occupational status Ievels of fathers. Of 260 ¡routh rrrho quit school ¡..,,:,
..

d.uring grades 9 and 10, 37 had fathers engaged in non-manral, as com- 
,,,,,-i,.,

pared wj:th 223 who had fathers enployed in marnral jobs, F'urthermore,

children of narnralþ employed fathers were foru¡d to have a significantly

lor¿er I.Q. than children from non-manuaI1y employed fathers.4s U.11 
i,i.r,...;:_ :'

and l"IcFarl¿nels most interesting finding suggested. that girls adapted in:::'i:¡':

LA' 'F1erníng, Report I, .9p,. 9i!., Tab1e TI, 24.

, ^ 
asory*fA HaIl and Brucè McFarl¿ne, Transition from School -to hlork,

(Ottawa: Queens Printer, De¡nrtrrenr ot-t;@TSõ'ã);- - 
-
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considerably better to the school system and had a nnrch greater like1i-

hood of climbíng above their parents th¿n was found to be the case for

boys.

Several other studies have fourd rel¿tionships between v¿rious

indices of social status and the educational behavior of children. An

extensive study of plans and attitudes of high schooL students conducted

in the Î¡ueed Forest District of Ontario fourd that the educatíonal goals

of rnale students rel¿ted closely to their fatherls occupational status.46

Similar1y, Porter four¡d (fron the 1951 census of Canada Data) that amo4g

familíes lrhere the fatherrs occupation fell into either the first or

second krighest occupatio*l "lrrres, ?1 percent and 55 percent respect-

iveIy, of children beü{een the ages of 14 and 24, were in school, conr-

pared !¡:ith 38 percent and 35 percent respectively, of chÍldren rrrhose

fathers were employed in the tr¿o lor,rrest occupational cl¿sses.47 Also

relating to parental occupational st¿tus is an Alberta study of children

t¡ho failed in grade ?. 0f the 212 &b¡onton children r,¡ho failed, 58.5

percent were children of unemployed or se¡ni-skilled fathers as conr-

pared with 15.8 percent of the reference group, and orùy 3.8 percent

had fathers in the rnanagerial class as comtrlared with 2?.3 percent of

46H.K. Scott and. J.G. Lussier, Background Studigs for Resource
Developrpnt in the l\oeed Forest D!s!r!ct, On!AIt&, gtudy No. 4, Plansffies offiifficrrõãIffiuffióntariä : ontaiio
Agricultural Co1lege, Department of Agricrrltural Economics, 1963).

Otrohn Porter, 'rSocial Class and Educationtr, in Michael Oliver (çd. )
Social Rrrpose for-Canad.a (Toronto: University oi' Toronto Press, 1961).

l:t: '.
i .1':

;.:.1 :
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the reference sarnpl".48 Another Ed¡nonton study found that of youth

having at least one parent rrrith a Bachelorts degree, 55 percent colryleted

grade 12, com¡nred w'ith 35 percent conrpletions by youth from unskilled

parental bacþr:ounds.4g Simílar1y, Kai11 of Ontario di-scovered a high

positive correlation betr+een a childls educational achievement and such

family factors as socio-ecor¡omic staius and educational level of ¡nrents.so
However, when testing ttre þpothesis that fanitial ir¡fluences predominate

in the process of occupational choice, a group of McGill Uni.versity social

rrrorkers reached r¡o conclusion from their sanple of ?1 for:rth year Arts

tromen other than that nthe find.ings suggest that famiLial irrfluences

(overt persuasion) are Íþre numerous than non-fanrilial influences, but

that they nray be less crucial than personal influencestt.Sl

ü/trile this sunmary suggests that a few canadian studies have

dealt with the rel¿tionship of a variety of educational and occupational

behavior features of youth to an assortment of farniþ factors, it also

emphasizes that nrnÞ of these studies has focused prilrerily upon the

4R'-C.J. Allison, tr0haracterÍstics of Students rvtro Failed Grade ?
in Ednonton Junior ftigh Schools - 1951-52ttr .&lberta Journal of EdugÈ-
tional Research. s:t {tOez), 7A-24.

Lo--H.L. Iårson, ilThe Five School Project Dropout Studyrt, Alberta
Journal € Ïducatior¡al Research, 424 (1958), IL2-2J5. t'

SoRob""t KaiII, ¡tAn Enquiry into the Rel¿tionship Between the
Occupational level of Parents, Their Attitude Touard Education and the
Educational Achievement of the Ch:ild.'t (Gue1ph, 0ntario: Master of
,Science in Agriculture thesis, 1963).

51,{. Bl¿rrchard.r J. E}rmberts, M.E. Lenlay, C. Macl,ennan and },1. Seely,
rrFanilial ard Other Influences in Occu¡ntional Planningr¡, VoI. I, V.oI. II,
(ltcCitl University: lvf¿ster of Social trrlork Tlresis, 195?)"

i: -.,.,:..-.i.::::

Itr i;::ì:i::-j::d
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achievement Íùrtivation, or the aspiration leveL of canadian youth as

a furrctíon of fanily influencesr l?re overaAl paucity of Canadian

research in this general area j-s reflected Ín various proninent

writings. tr{hen dÍscussing rtlhe Family and the child at Schoolrr in
his recent book, the Fanilv ig canada, Fredrick Elkin observed tk¡åt

trsome fuportant topics such as the fanily ad occr4lational choÍce,

parental participation in schools and changing attittrd.es of parents

towards the schoors, are hardly touched. on, if at aJJ, ín canada,,.S2

sirnr:ilarþ, Jackson and Fleming calIed. attention to the urgent need for

canadian research into the broad and rrelusivetr rel¿tionshíp of the

r¡family situation" to tlre educational opportunities of youth. Specifi-

caIIy these rrrriters calIed for enlightennent on factors such as r,¡hether

or not both parents are IÍvÍng, whether parental relatÍons are amicable

or otherrrriser matters lilie family income, parents I occu¡ration, parents r

education, parentsr attitudes to higher educatÍon and to such variables

as cultural bacþround, racial origÍn, sex ard. religion"S3 In simil¿r

tone, George Fl. DunLop, in a chapter entitled, ¡rEducational Research

in canada: Today ar¡d Tonorrowtr, refers to a recent survey of canadian

research needs that caIled for |tprograms of effective and. continuous

researchtt in the psychological areas of intefli.geræe and ¡nctivation

and in the sociological influences of comrnrnity and socio-economÍc

::i

S2F"edrick Elkin, Irre {'a¡nilv in canada (ottarva: can¿dian con-
ference on the Fanrilv, Ig64I p. fD.-

l: ;.:

::.

S3Jackso'and Flenring, canadars crisis Ín Hieher Educatåoru .s,. É.rÞp. 98-99.
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54status.

If, in the minds of these writers, uniquely Canadian research

was not considered essential for the understanding of urriquely C¿nadian

social problems, they would not have come fonvard as strongly as they

did in their call for research conducted directly luithin the Canadian

social milieu. A foregoing portion of this revíew gives ample evidence

to support the contentíon that research in the areas consídered needy

in Canada is already in advanced stages of refir¡ement in the Uníted

States, E1kin addresses hi¡nself to the uniqueness of Canadian society

in his ç¿11 for Canadian sociological research:

hie have a lower proportion of wíves r.rorking for pay and a
lor¿er divorce rate than most v/estern industrialized countries,
Our weather creates dÍstinctive probrems of seasonar uneqploy-
ment ar¡d limits the areas of settlernent for retired people.
Our mosaic of ethnic groups has no counterpart arq¡where in the
r'¡orld. Our history links us especially nith the cultures of
England and Fbance and our Geography to the culture of the
united. states. All this has its effeits on the institutions,
value systens and. sentimental identificatÍons r'Èrich have been
incorporated. into our h¡ay of thought ar¡d life.S5

Furthermore, history and geography w:ithin Canada combined forces

w:ith the result t};rat, a variety of reLatively Ísolated cultural islards

arose across the nation. Manitoba, for Ínstarrce, r,,rhere this study was

cor¡ducted, is unique in several respectso the social alrd economic life
is completely dominated by Metropolitan hlinnipeg, r¿here just over half

r-:..::i:,::

s4G"o"gu l,{, Dunlop, ttEducationa} Research in C4nada: Today and
Tomorrowrr in Cecil P. Collins (ud, ),
Canadian Corrference on Education, 85

55Elkin, g.p. g!!,r Þ. 176.

R.esearch in Rlucation, (0ttar,'a:
Sfiffi-st- iõ6ã), p,'s,
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oftheProvincía1popuIationresides.Herrce,a11conurnrnicationmedia

focus upon Wiruripeg. Inevitably a do¡ninating metropolis of ttris size

rnrould have an urbanÍzing influerrce on the rest of the ?rovince. In l'.,.,,,.'.,':... ..:

addition, thís Province administers its own (and thus a unique)

educational system ard has produced an occupational er:rú'ironment

peculiar to a rapid.ly industrializing agrarian econoilV. Ftrthermore, 
,,,,,¡.;¡;..
::.- :-':.: :'.

the widely recognized ettrnic and religious diversity of the people of ::: :::

I4anitoba further help to create a social milieu sufficiently distinc- ,,.i¡,:,:,t,

tivetowarrantsocio1ogica1researchofitsown,especia11yÍnareas

touching vital attitudes and values. 
i

In the opínion of the r,rriter, four broad generalizations emerge 
;

from the introductory chapter ar¡d from the discussion of trnst research. 
i
j

These generalizations also provide the ratÍonale for the selection of ,f

this trnrticular research problem. 
i

(1) The introductory chapter clearly ur¡derlined the large proportion 
:

of students that dropped. out of the },l,anitoba Schoo1 Qystern between grades 
. .

;1:_..' .:1!. :

tr+o and twelve. In 1958 this drop out rate amounted to 81 percent, a 1','.:':,:;':':

. : :,:,_::

rate exceeded in orrly three other Canadian provinces. ltltren considering 
i.',.,.¡1

theed.ucationa1requirementsforusuccesstrinthet¡orkwor1d.oftoday

and of the future, youth should be afford.ed every possible opportuníty 
,

to develop íts fulI intellectual and skilL potential. 
ii1,1:,,;,i:1:,
i.::.::::: :.

(Z) A gli.urpse at the vast body of United States research findings :

hastaughtusthattheprob1emsre]¿tedtothemaximizationof1atent

ta1entaremafÐr,arecomp1icated',and.arere]¿tedtoamixtureof
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scientific discÍplines, But the most sign¿ficant observation is that

many problem areas readily yield tkreir secrets w?ren attacked by conr--

petent research scientists. In short, a multidisciplinary approach to

research in the behavioral sciences hâs been productive and has provided

rnrch gu:idance for a¡reliorative policy decision"so

(S) nemvioral research finùings that are closely associated

w:ith cu1turally derived attitudes and values cannot vaIÍdly be

generalized from one nation to another, or w:ithin a r¡ation from one

cultural rrislandtt to another. Hence, if national or provincial policy

d.ecisions are to rest upon a reliable factual base, such facts ínrst be

acquired from research conducted wittrin the country or province in
question. The ¡nucity of C¿nadian literature suggests, and knowledgeable

sociologists confirm, that Canadian research has to date r¡ot provided

sufficient en-lightenment, ei.ther for an ad.equate urxlerstanding of the

dÍmensions of the problem, or for a sufficiently informed. and rational

approach to its solution.

(4) FinaLLy, if more Canadian research is so urgently needed.,

wlrich of a broad spectrum of needy areas should have priority?

AspÍration level, in the context of this study, represents the leveJ.

to which individuals strive in their self-development. The best of

educational facilities and opportunities are of r¡o avai] if boys and

girls lack the level of aspiration necessary Ín order for them to take

advantage of such facilities and opportunities. Íie have seen that the aspira-

tion level of Índividuals is strongly influenced by interpersonal

ia:. :'
l¡.1II
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and socÍaI experiences of early famúIy life, Ethníc and religious

bacþrounds, socio-econonic status, occupational ar¡d educational

Ievels along u:ith many other parental and famiry factors help to

locate the priority position that educational and occupational

achi.evement occupies in the value heírarchy of fanrilies. The impor-

tant poÍnt to note is that ¡nrenral varues are lg44gl! by chirdren,

and in Jarge neasure stay with them through Iife. I{ence, a crearer

understarding of the factors that contribute to the development or

lack of d.evelopment of a high level of aspiration seems to be an

obvious point of departure for need.ed research.

These four generalizations, ttren, provided the rationale for

studying the relationship of familial factors to the educational and

occupatior:al aspiration leveIs of high school aged youth. specific

hypotheses were selected largery on the basis of the productivity

they yielded. in united States studies. rt was assumed that this

criterion of selection would provide the most productive initial
investment of time and enerryo 0n the basis of this assurrption this

study was desígrrcd to test one general and forty specific h¡potheses.

The general hypothesis is that levels of educational and

occupational aspirations (dependent r¡ariables) of youth are irrfluenced

by selected aspects of the family situation (independent variables).

Specific hy¡lottreses are as fo11or,¡s56:

56questíons 
evoked

employed, etco, r¿ill be
and procedureso

by hypotheses such as category sizes, scales
dealt ¡rith in detail in the chapter on method



The educational aspiratÍon level of high-school-aged (a) boys,

(b) eirls
(1) fncreases with size of farnilyts comnuniW of residence.

(Z) Increases w'ith increasing socío-economic status of famÍIy of

orientation.

(S) fncreases r,rrith fatherts occupational status.

(4) fncreases v:ith fatherrs level of educational- achievement.

(5) Increases with motherts leve1 of educational achievemento

(6) rncreases according tÀ fatherrs encouragenænt for youth to

continue Ín school"

(z) rncreases according to motherrs encouragement for youth to

contirnre in school.

(s) Is more likely to be higher in a normal than in a broken home

situation,

(9) hli1l vary u:ith ethnic background of fanriþ.
(10) üIiII vary wirh religious bacþround of famÍIy.

The above ten items, when applied to boys and girls separately,

actually comprise 20 indÍvidual hypotheses,

Hypotheses 2Ito 40 relate the occupatíonal aspiration levels
of high school (a) boys and (b) girls to the same ten índ.ependent

variables as in h¡lotheses 1 to 20.

: _': l -r: ' :.::... .:_
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SOCTAITZATION SYSTÐ4iT! A coNcEPTUAL FRAI.{E OF REF'm,u\¡c,E

A close analysis of C*tft"rs f and ïI !r:ilJ- support the contention

that, when stripped to its r¡cst basic elements, the sociological model to

which this stu-dy relates, concerns the effects of a familyrs social pos-

ition upon the socialization of the children, It r,rrill be recalled that

most of the líterature revier¡ed. in Crrapter II deuonstrated the rel¿tion-
ship of a wide range of social cl¿ss indicatorrl lirrd"pendent varÍab1es)

to the educational and occupational aspiration levels of youth (dependent

variables). I4any of the studies cited found. ttrat the aspiration leve1s

of youth varied directly lrti.th social class posÍtion. Hence, it is reasonable

to attribute a large portion of the d.ifferences Ín levels of educational

and occupatÍonal aspiration to ùifferences ín the early socialízation of
youth.

It has long been accepted that the values and. attitudes children

learn concerning many areas of lÍfe are strongly influenced by the values

ar¡d attitudes towards these areas that prevail in the social class to

t¿hich they belong. I¿ter in thÍs chapter rre shall come to see hov¡ the

values an¿ attitudes youth entertain toward continring education and h:igh

status occupations are influenced by the social cl¿ss to utrich youth belongs.

'l-It is r¡oted that in the literature reviery most of the independ.ent
variables listed on page 33 were found to rel¿te to the socio-economíc
status of the subjects concerned. Hence it is justifiable to refer to
these variables as social cl¿ss indicators, See .Appendfu C, Tables 13-20.
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A1I $ocieties ale Stratified

Socia1 stratifícation belongs, of course, to the central core of

cl¿ssical sociology. Tt might best be defined. by quoting from an intro-

d.uction to social stratification in Canadla4 Soclgff:

I{e are all arrare that sone people or groups of people have more
nonej¡, þor¡er. prestige, and lnfluence than others. lüe also krow
from o<perience that we evaluate some occupations, such as those of
the higher professions, more h5ghly than others wtrich require little
skill or education. ltris hierarchical prirniple whlch is -&g!ùjnall social syste4F, is called social stratifiõation2. (rtaffieo).

Although the corrcept of ranking people by social cl¿ss is

repugnant to most North Americans and. is in direct viol¿tion of d.ominant

d.emocratic values, like trequality of opportunitytt and rrequality of hr¡rnn

ríghtstt, ít is nevertheless a fact that every known society of ary size, 
''

I

is stratified.3 rhu ¡nradox of the d.emocratíc ideal is conpounded when 
i

it ís recognized that the greatest developnrcnt of socíal rar¡k orders is

found in societies with the greatest degree of specialization, heterogeneity

and divisÍon of labor, all hÍghly characteristic of nodern industrialized

democracies, and especialJy so of the United States and Canada. However,

it has also been noted that as countries become wealttrier, the gap between

cl¿sses narroh¡s, the niddle class becomes Jarger and the general consensus

on the values of the entire society becornes greater.4 0bviously Canada

2Bernard. R. Blisheno rrÏ?re Construction and Use of an 0ccupational
Class Scalert, in B.R. B1ishen, F.E. Jones, K.D. Naegler and J. Potter,
Canadian Sqciety: Socíological Perspectives (G1encoe, I11.: The Free
Press, 1961), p. 452.

Bernard Berelson
Scientific Firdines
460,

L'Ibid., p. 461.

ìi:.:jr-::::r,i

of
pr

and Gary A. Steinerr @ Behayiorr An Inventotw
(new voric, Ht."o.,tt :' gra-õõ-añ.ffi- r;tã.;GA'J,



rmrst be consid.ered a rrwealthier country'r and as such is subject to the

above generalization.

The Basis of stratification '''ì"''

StratÍfication in societies may be clearly defined as in caste

societies, or loosely defined as in most irdustrialized societies. In
,;:; ;. .:

loosely d.efined systems people can move up or down the hierarcþ. lhis ¡,,:.,,::,

process is called social rnobility. ,.;;;,,,

Since there are no clear bor¡ndaries between classes in loosely 
i::-::j':::

definedc1asssystems,suchasgcistsinCanada,itisverydifficu1tto
l

say for a,ny one society how margr cl¿sses there are. It should be noted 
l

i

that the cl¿sses r'¡ith r'¡hich ttr:is study is concerned are in fact artificial 
l

cl¿sses trconstructed for the purpose of investigatíon so that people can be 'l

placed'inpositionsre1ativetoeachotherinthesaneuaythattheart-

ificía1 paralle1s of latitude for the earth enable location of geographical

positions rel¿tive to each other. rr5 
l

Hence Ín researching the pûreno¡nenon of social stra'cification the 
i,,,,,.,,,.,'. : :'.::

sociologist resorts to rrconstru<i.tingrt social cl¿sses on the basis of 
¡.,:,.:,,,,

scales or indices composed of objective criteria, such as occupatíon, 'r"'''"-"

income, education, skilI and property ownership.6 The social classes

delineated from a properly constructed scale would then, in fact, be 
,. ..... :

::.; ::classified according to rrthe power, prestige and influer¡cetr each cl¿ss i':.i:.i.

ercercises in society. For, as quoted from Blishen earlier, por4¡er,

t-**.¡ p. 453.

6B"roa"d R. Blishen g!" 4. .S,. É. p. 453.

36
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prestige and influence are the important features of cl¿ss differences.

It shorrld be ur¡derstood. that the uneven distrÍbution of power

and influence in society is not a. sirrister pIot, consciously contrived,

but is simply a reflection of role differentiation, an essential and

functional aspect of ary societ¡r,

0f ruhat, then, soecifically are these objective role features that

comprise the criteria for stratification constituted? In their irrøentory

of gcientific findings entít1ed Hrunan,Eg@lor, Berelson and steiner

list the foJJ-owing twelve bases by which people are stratífied?:

authorÍty
por{¡er (political, econonic, military)
owrrcrshi! of property, relation to the means of production,

control l¿nd (the feudal estates)
income-amount, typer ad sources
consuÍption patterr¡s and style of life
occupation or skill, and achievement in it
educatÍon, learning, w'isdom
divinity, [contro}r over the supernatural
altrrrism, public service, morality
place in tthigh societyrt kinship connections ancestry(i.e. iriherited position)
associational ties and connections
ethnic status, religion, race

These authors point out that several of the above criteria have been

considered important at, different times ard. pJaces. Furthermore, d.ifferent

societies have evaluated. certain characteristics ín different vrays.

Barber points out that a rurmber of workers researching the Arnerican

stratification system enploy a set of social class índ.icators different
from the set listed above. 0f the nineteen different items ín the set

?ts"re1son 
and Ëteinerr .S," g&., p. 454.
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of indicators to wh-ich Barber referred, eight are rel¿ted to occupatj.onal

ratings (of the subject, the subjects father and his wife rs father)

enploying various scales and categories, four items deal r,rrith educational . '.-r,i..,,=:,'

lever and the remainder cover a range of factors Íncludíng incone,

housing and resídential area.

Kahl ar¡d Davís, who studied these items in detail, found ¡treJatively 
,r.,,¡¡ì.:,,,:...-.
.-......1.: ..:: :.: -1..Ì:

hÍgh posítive correl¿tiorurt among the scores conputed for the nineteen ;:.::::':-:;; :-':;

underlyíng rnost of the itens hrere, first, occu¡ntional position ar¡d.

second, quality of the house and the resid.ential area,8

These, then, are some of the indicators of social posítion in

American Society. However, a question more inportant to the corrceptual

mod.eI of this study than the basis of social stratification, is the

effects that the position in the stratification hierarchy has upon

hwnn behavior; that is, the effects of social rar,rk upon the particul¿r

r¡orms, values, attitudes and emotíons considered appropriate at specific 
,

;,: j,ì:r..., :ì :r::., t.r.: :

occasions. A consideration of thís behavioral by-product of tl¡e strat- :'+.''.'' r,t,:,.l:,::

',., ¡,, 
:,.r: : ;_,,:.,.: -.;

ified society irvolves, first, a brief anaþsis of the process of hr¡nan i.,i;.iiir.:,,t.,..,,'':: l '_ : ::_::

socíalization.

the Influeræe of ,Stratificatiog on Socialization
: . ... ....

SocialÍzation is the extend,ed process by drich ttsocially shapeless" ifiiii.:i'::''j
"_''l: _.: .

infants learnttthe ideas, values or norms, and emotions that are appropriate

for every kind of social rolet family, occupational, religíous, political,

ooBernard Barber, Social SSratifigation (New York: Harcourt, Brace '.:,.,:,, , ,'

ar¡d l,Iorld rnc., 195?); p. 1g+.- 1'",i,','-' "
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educational, and social classtt.9 ïhu greatest part of this learning

experience is known to take pJace in the family situation, although.; the

pe group, the schools, literature, the rnass media, rtork and travel also

contribute to the total socialization process. fhis discussion will corp

fine itself to a consideration of the fanrity as a socializing agency.

It is natural that t?:re social roles a particular child learns

t'¡ould be closely rel¿ted to the roles and expectations of l¡-is parents

ar¡d siblings, from r¿hom he learns. For this reason, as Barber notes,

Itttre infant becomes an approximation of the model his parents have at

Ieast implicitly had in rnind. for Ìrim as an adu1t,,.10 Tlds social

learning process irn¡olves not on-ly the objective kror,¡ledge and ideas

required for an adequate perfornarne of various social roles, but it
includes, as wel1, a learning of the values, attitudes ar¡d emotions

appropriate to a wide range of social situations. Certainly the

attitudes and. emotions evoked in a child by the word "school" would

not be the same in all fanúIy settings. 0bviously the value placed

upon school in the family, and learned by the chitd, would set the

attitudinal and emotional tone th¿t the ch-ild would expresso

ff , then, socializatÍon involves for the child ttre Learnir¡g of

a set of behavior patterns functional for hÍs parental hore, and hence

conditioned by the social roles of his parents, then it is reasonable

that the children of parents with vastly different social rores

n&g.,
to&4.,

264.

265,

p.

p.
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I4¡ou1d'1earnasomelyhatdifferentbehaviora1repertoíre.Ear}ieritwas

stated that social stratification hras a reflection of role different-

iation in society. Tt then follows th¿t the socíalization of chiLdren 
i,ri,,,

would likeþ differ considerably between different strata of society.

The vast bo-dy of research findíngs in this area has been crystalized.

into a number of r,ridely accepted generalizations applicable to ,ì.: ;

: 
',..t'a,iindustrialized Anerican societSro A review of the more irrportant of ,',','j',"

these generalizations follows" 
i,',:-.,:,,

MostofttrerrorkersÌreportingdiffererrcesinc]¿sssocÍalizatÍon

have simply dichotomÍzed. society into the lor¿er cl¿ss ar¡d the rnicldle cJass, 
,

and confine themselves to a com¡nrison of these tr,vo donrínant sectors. 
;

j

l

T?re C_lass Systqg and Rel¿tçd. Behavigr Patterns, 
I

The family into which an ir¡dividuat is born not only establishes hís 
i

socia1positionb,uta1soprovídesasituationfor1earnirrgthebehaviors

associated with that position. T?rís learning proceeds consciously or

rxrconsciously, and includes areas Like aspirations and ambitions, attitud.es, . : :

beliefs, appearance and etiguette, maÍulers, tastes and skills.ll In fact "',"''
',t:';;-,;;,,':;

Berelson ard Steiner go so far as to state that: ;:,.:;,,"',

the merbers of different cl¿sses or those noving or desirirìg to
move between cl¿sses behave differently on a wide range of matters.
Such differer¡ces are everyruhere fundamental and pervasive. They are

fläHr*:lPtt 
important ærpJanatory differences underlying hu¡nan 

,,,,ì.,,.,,.,
I 
ì, i ,,'. ,',

l1Bu""lron 
ard. steiner, glo cit., p, 468.

t'&s., 
Ft" 4?6,
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ìúarq¡ sociological studies have sought to identify dífferences in
the ¡rupbringirgtt and consequent behavior patterns of mÍddle-cl¿ss ard

lower-cl¿ss children, Iruleed, maq¡ such differences have been observed,

some of which are believed to persist more generally than others. These

differeirces cover a wide range of behavior ty¡les. For the UnÍted States,

current class d.ifferences in child-rearing practices have been sumnarízed

as folIor¿s:

Iotrer-cl¿ss Ínfants and chililren are subject to less parentãl
supervísion but more parental authority, to rnore pûrysical punishrnent
ar¡d less use of reasoning as a discípIinary measure, to less control
of sexual ard other impulses, to more freedom to eripress aggression
(except against the paients)-and to engage in violerrce, to-ðaru.er
serc-Qpíag of behavior (i.u., trhat nales and fernales aie supposed to
be_ and do), to less development of conscience, to less stress tovrard
achÍevement to 19ss equaljtarian treatment vis-a-vis the parents,
and to less çermissive upbringing ttran are theÍr middle-cIass con-
teuporaries.rJ

ÌIhi1e narry other, and more specific differences could be added to

the above generalizations, further conunent and documentation will be

reserved onJy for those items mentioned that rel¿te to the motivation

ar¡d achievement of youth in todayts worId.

socíologists are in general .gruu*"nt that in our society the

achievement of professional or ranagerial occupations regrrires ttadherence

to certain values anr implied patterns of behavior",l4 Jones has

conmented on three values essential for rrsuccessrt in todayts ntiddle-cIass

dominated society:

13¡pg1.0 p. 4?9-480.

Education, .S.. gi!,¡ Þ. 2?.

i'f, ::i

1...- :;: : :

Ì,r.:_.-:.,;:';:.::1 1.:.
:.: .; :ì
!_ ::.1,:.:

ét uNrvEÂsà

LIBRARY

lfu"anl E. Jonêsr The Social Bases of
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One of these values is success or achievement itself vihÍch
refers to a commitment on ffit orffiaual to strive
to better himself Ín relevant perfornnnces relative to competi-
tors.o An orientation to success is necessary to achieving a
higher position and it is an expected orientation of the ir¡divÍd-
uals v¡tro fill these positions. Another value is individualism
r'uhich refers to the rigtrt of the ind.ividual to seÇffiffid
achieve his own objectíves, but also inplies that the individual
is responsible for his or,¡n decisions and, consequently, for his
own resulting successes and failures. A third value, associated
with achievement, which may be termed self-disgipline, refers to
the ca¡ncity to organize or¡e t s energy for the achievement of
goals distant in time as opposed to using onets energies to achieve
short-run goals or inrneùiate satisfactions.....As it is a co¡lilltotl
experience for students to have to decide between meeting the
de¡rands of school rn'ork and satisfying a variety of ittunediate
desires, such a capacity to defer i¡nmediate gratification is viewed
as essential for ttrose r"tro w"ish to attain the higher levels of
education 15

Obviously then, those children in whose socÍalization (processes

of child-rearing) achievement, índependence and t?re deferral of gratifica-

tion ruas encouraged and rewarded, will have a competitive adr¡antage over

those rrihose socÍalization emphasized other vafues. That these three

values are nore characteristic of middle-c1ass than of lower-cIass

society has been concluded. from various studiur.l6

Besides not havirg learned these essentially middle-cl¿ss values,

meribers of lower-class culture are affected in nrary additional respects.

tt**.r 
ÞÞ. 27-28.

16Su" for orample, Louis Schneider [¡ Sverre lysgaard, ttÏ?re Deferred
Gratification Pattern:A Preliminary Studytr, Anerican Socioloeical HS,
18 (1e53), I42-r49,
Allison Davis û R.J, Havighurst, "$ocial Cl¿ss ard Colour Differerrces in
child Itearingtr, Arnerican Sociolôeicaf Review. lL (1946), 698-?10.

i l:':ii
t:: ::,r'

:t.::: )
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Some lorr¡er:-cIass characteristics uÈrich rnay be seen as adversely affecting

the childls socialization to the midd.le-class values and norms espoused

by the school, have been advanced. by ldalter B. Mi1ler.l?

1. The corrnunity, ad not the home, is the basic social uni-t.
$ocial relationshíps are principally infornral, age-graded,
one-sex groupirgs which are more important than the family
unit itself.

2o Family structure is centered around a female-based household.
The father comprises an unstable, undependable, or entirely
absent menber of the fanily unít. Ttre serial monogany pattern
of narriage (a successÍon of temporary mates) is common. fn
35 to 40 percent of lo¡,¡er-cl¿ss fandlies the parental role is
assumed predonrinantly by the fena,le.

3. In-gro'pp - out-group feelings are strong. Teachers, and. most
other community workers, belong to the out-group. A hjgh
value is placed upon outsnnrting the out-group and Íts repres-
entatives.

4. lhere ís a belief in luck or fate as the ch:ief determinant
of or:els life chances, rather than directed and deliberate
effort. This leads to a passivity that is incompatible
r4,:ith arbition ar¡d upward mobility aspiration,

5' Adultness and toughness are highly-prized adolescent values.
Schools are both childish and soft, to be endured only as
long as tle Iary requires. Achieveñrent in school is deprecated,
not valued, and is likely to result in rejection by the Ìr-ighly'
valued peer group.

Itre evidence then suggests that social cl¿ss d.ifferences ín child-

rearing practices and home em¡ironment are such as to favor the prospects

for achievement and rrsuccesstr of higher-class children and to hinder such

prospects for lor,¡er-cl¿ss children. ït should be remembered that most of

lTl,,ttltut B. MilLer, ürltr¡raI Features of an Urban lor,¡er-Class
lpEggg _(htasþington: _u.,S. nept. ;fmf"r, r¿ucffin ffi),
Publlc Health ,gervice (n.d. ) cited by D.E" irloodsworth, Project Dir-
gclgT, fhe.School Ferformar¡ce of Children ig Farniü€s-Receivi4g
Public A,ssistance in Canada. A Researchlesign pr
fficõlnãIfGt tanm., Deparrment õ r ñational Hêalttr
ar¡d trrrelfare) 1964, po 5.
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the empirical data from wtrich the broad generalizatíons enur¡ciated in this

chapter have been drawn" are based upon United States studies. It is rost 
rj::.:.:.-:.:,i::::.t,:._".

unlikely however, that Canaùian studÍes would in arryr way alter the general- ¡¡"'",':"'¡"'"",'

izations, even though the nagnitudes of certain specific relationships

míght vary somewhat. T?re point being made is that the social structure

and value constellations of Canadian and United States societies are

sufficiently simi-Iar that ttre generaU.zation.s reJating social cJass,

socialization and likelihood of achievement apply equally to the United

ütates ar¡I Canada. If this assumption is accepted, the socialization

mod.el nay be employed. as a general theoretical framework for a Canadian-

based study of a nrurber of detailed relationships between aspiration levels

and selected family factors.

A rnjor project, presently in an advanced stage of design, is

intended to lrconpare the aspÍrations of Canadian and American youth,

and determiræ the extent to rrhich findings of studies deaAing w-ith

A¡nerican youth can be generalÍzed. to Canadian societyrr.l8 ftre findings

of thÍs study should. eli¡ninate much of the speculation still necessary

in this area.

l8this study is ur¡der the d.:irection of Dr. R.N. halko of-the
University of lrlisconsin He intends to irrvestigate social class
differences in educational and occu¡ntional aspirations of 41000
Grade 11 and 12 students from trrro Nova Scotia comr¡.rnities. Tttis
infor¡nation was acquiÍed thror:gh a private conrnunication from
[¡. F¡G. Robinson, Diredtõr, Canadian Council for Research in
Education, Ottawa, Ontario, January, 1965.



CHAPTER V

METHOD Ah]D PROCEDI.IRES

Background

This study reports on a portion of the findir¡gs of a nnrch larger

investigation undertaken jointly by the faculty of .Agriculture, University

of Manitoba and the Manitoba Governrnent A.R.D.A. Research Cr*niatu".I

To assÍst the reader in placing tkris study within its larger cont$(t,

the overall project will be summarized.

The purpose of the study r.¡as to d.eternr.ine the educational and

occupational aspirations of high school-aged youth and. to relate these

aspiration leve1s to a wide range of famiþ, peer group and school-

related factors. Questioruraires rr¡ere completed. by (a) IB44 or BB percent

of al-I Grade XI and XII students enrolled in High Schools in the three

sample areas (see Figure 2) and. by (t) 34T or 58 percent of boys and

girls who were enrolled in Grade D( in sample area schools in lg6l
and 1962, but r¿ho subsequently withdrew from school. (Had. they not

w'ithdrarrrn, they would presently also have been in Grades Xf and. XII. )

Questionnaíres for in-schooL students were admin-istered by members of

the research team during school hours whereas the out-of-school youth

responded to a mailed questionr¡aire" :i:i:r:.:
i:_.:.:j:
i : r':.. :',

- 
lfne Federal Agricultural Rehabilitation and Development Act

(aoR.D.A. ) provides for joint Federal-provincial participätion in
promoting ecor¡¡omic and social development in designated rural areasof canada. This agreement provides that funds mat be allocated for
related sociological as well as other researcho
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The subject matter of this thesis ís confined to a study of the

relatiorr.ships of educational and occupational aspirations of only the

in-schooL cohort of respondents to a selected number of factors relate¿

to orùy the fantily situation. Hence, but a portion of the items appear-

ing in the questionr¡aire (see AppendÍx a) will be of concern in this
project.

Data Collected.

A two-part questionnaire was prepared during April and early May,

1964. Part I consisted of questions relating to the level of educational

aspirations (one of the dependent variables in the stuay) and to all of
the selected bacþround factors (independent variables). part If com-

prised the occupational aspiration scale (ttre other d.epend.ent variable).

¡ævel :f nfucational Aspiration rras determirlad:r,in a flaruær

similar to that employed. by ,sewell2 in hi, statewide hrisconsin study

referred to in Chapter fI. An attempt was made to discrinrÍnate between

plans and aspira!Íons by first asking the question (no. 24, page 6 in
questÍonnaire), ilafter high school., nv plans for education are: I
after wtrich follort¡ed a forced-choice among the foLlowing:

1. University
2. Technical-vocational school
3o Teachersl College
4o Business College

5. Nurses Training
6. Other (specify)
7" No further education

'riIIi**Rural Youth,
H. ,9ewe11,

9.P,. S&.,
The Ed.ucational
pr ¿.--of

ar¡d Occupational Perspectives
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rnunediately thereafter folloüred the questÍon (uunter z5), trNow, suppose r
were free to chooser W plans for education would be: rr, fol]owe¿ by

the identical list of altern¡tives offered in the prevíous question.

Those selecting University were then considered as havíng a high aspiration

leveI, those selecting alternatives 2 to 6 as intermediate and those with
r¡o further pJans as lorr in educational aspiration lever.

Iævel of Occupational Aspiratíon (the other dependent variable) 
I,

:, r+Ìrich 'i 
"' 

':'1'

r'ras designated as Part Ir of the questionnaire.3 ,hi, scale was selected 
r

as the best avail¿b1e measure of the prestige level of preferred occupa- 
ì

'tions. It is a nnrltiple-item, forced choice instrument based. upon prestige 
i

ranlcings of occupations by a national saÍrple of respondents in the united i

1lStateso- From a unrograph in wtrich the author presents his findings from

a series of empirical evaluations of this scale, it is apparent that
I{aller v¡as intent on designing an instrument consistent w"ith accepted.

theoretical constructs of aspiration Ievel theory and ¡cith nra¡rimum

reliability and validity:
i.r'.r r..-:.:
r.!-.'.!.:::.

3rhir scale v'¡as copyrighted in 195? by Dr. Archie 0. Haller of the 
:

University of Michigan and uied by permissiän,
4-'For a discussion on procedures of occupational prestige ratings

see-'rNational opínion Research Center. Jobs ãnd Occupätion:-A populãr 
ii::::.'::i:EVâluatioqtt 0pinion News, S, ftS+Z) p. 3-13. 

- -----r--- 
i,,r,',i,..,,
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In-general we conclude that the 0.4.S. (Occupational Aspiration
Scale) appears to be a practical, reliabLe ar¡d èvid.ently a valid.
ir¡strunent for mêasuring dífferential levels of occu¡ntior¡al
aspiration ft is probably the best avail¿ble single combination
of practicability, reliability and validity.s

Ït should be enr¡rtrasized that llallerts scale h¿s been tested ar¡d validated

orùy for ma1es. However, the author offers the followiqg opinion as to

its suitability for fenales:

Tt is the belief of the nriters that ít (the O.A.S. ) may r,rork
well trith fenu,les as r¿eII as with rnales..,but this bgrief has
yet to be demonstrated.6 ¡

Judging from the h-igh level of frustration team menbers d.etected

whenever girls responded to the }Ialler scale, it is.reasonable to assune

a somewhat lot¡er level of validity and reliability when the scale is
applied to girls than when applied to boys. Quite frequently the girls

has to be remínded that in responding to the scale they were not select-

ing a vocation but only indicating the level to which they aspire

occupationally.

The measuring instrunrent is constructed in such a way as to test

aspiration }evel at th¡o expression levels, realistic ar¡d idealistic, and at 
I

two goal-periods, short-range and long-range. The entire scale consists of 
,.,,i,i:,.:,t;
l :- t' --'

eight questions with tr¿o questions d.evoted to each of four sections.T :;T3 ),;;,,,,,,,,;:::¡

has a ra4ge of 0 to ?2 points, with a median of 35 points. Ti.me required 
¡;';'i'¡i:;

for acrninistration v¡as about 20 ninutes.

i. i,

SA""hib*ld 0. Ha1ler and Irw-in trtl. Iutiller, Iþe 0ccupâtional Aspiration
ScaIS; rheory¡ structure and Correlates (uast Íånsingr-@; Sæ--ffirsÏiffirffi ffieffition 8u11. zBB-(1e63), p. 104.

u&¡1', p. 59.

Ttte various di¡rensions of occupational aspiration ttrat HalLerts scale
embraces are mentioned only to indicate the scope of the instrument; individual
dimensions (ercpression levels or goal periods) are not employed in this study;
orrly the total score is employed.
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Although research has shown the scale to be a valid instrument

for measuring prestige levels of occupational aspirations wtren applied.

to si¡nilar populations in the United States, no detail-ed analysis has

been made to determine the validity of the scale for a Manitoba popuJation.

Freliminary results, however, índicate the scale to be a suítab1e instru-
ment.

Fatherrs OcgupatÍonal ,9tatus. ltre occupation that respond.ents

ascribed to their fathers was ranhed accord.ing to ttre Blishen Occupational

C1ass Sca1e.8 In this scale 343 C4nadian occupations were rar¡ked and

grouped into seven classes according to co¡nbined standard scores for
income and years of schooling. Ðata were based on the 1gsl canada

c€nsusr A rar¡k order correl¿tion of 0.94 was found between the ratirgs
of occupational prestige in the Büshen scale and those of the National

0pinion Research center, (N.ooR.c.) of the united. states. This is
significant in that the llaller Occu¡ntional Aspiration Scale d.escribed

above was based upon the N.O.R.C. ratings.

Socio-Economic ,Status (S.E,S. ) Scale

The scale employed to measure the socio-economic status of

respondents Íras an arbitrary adaptation of Sewellt's ttshort Form of the

Farm Family socio-Economic Ftatus scalet.9 rhi" is a shortened

BBernard. R. Blishenr gq. 4., gp. "1t,, 
q?7-486.

n"ril"t* 
H, Sewe11, ttA Short For¡n of the Farm Family Socio-Economic

Status Scalert, Rural $ociolosy, I (1943), 161-1?0.

..'.'.,... i
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version of Seviellts earlier and. nore comprehensive scale, first described

in Ig40.10 Because of the amount of interview time required for the longer .

form Sewell was persuaded to shorten íto In so doing he selected 14 of the

most easify obtainable items from the original scale. Analysis shor,yed. that i1:,,,,,t,

these items possessed sharp diagnostic capacity in sarqlles taken in OkJahonn,,

I(ansas artd Louisiana farm populations. The validity of the shortened form

was established in that it produced scores in very close agreeilrent u-ith the .1:;¡.,.,

original scale. lhe three states mentioned. above are of suffícient diversity 
r::'::'

!,'.j,tr.r'to nake it reasonable to eirploy anadaptation of this scale inManitoba. ;:::::::

The 14 diagnostic items irrcfuded. in ,$ewellts revised scale v¡ere as j

i

follows¡ construction of house, roonþperson ratio, ]ìghting facilities, uater 
j

piped into house, por{¡er washer, refrigerator, radio, telephone, automobile, ;

i

daily newspaper, wifets education, husbandts education, husbandrs atter¡danc" 
,

atchurchorSurrdayschoo1,w-ifersatter¡danceatchr¡rchorSunitaySchoo1.
I

Sewell cl¿ssified the first six items as material possessions, the second 
j

sixascu1tura].possessionsandthe1asttwoassocia1participation.

A revision of this farm fanily scale was considered necessary :.: : :

because our sample consisted of urban as well as farm youth" Furthernore, a i'r''i"j'"

,.,,.J,..,

few items were believed. no longer to discriïrinate betrseen social classes. .,,..,',r,,.

0f the six items of material possession all were retained except that of

l.tghting facilities, ard in its pJace was inserted home ownership. The

extensive rural- coverage ar¡d. 1or,,¡ rates of Manitoba llydro was believed. to 
È,-;.:.

Ir!f:':-" '

disqualify electric liehting as a diagnostic factor.

l0Wittiam H. Sewell, t¡A Scale for the l',leasurement of Farm Frmily
$ocio-Economic Statustt, Southwestern Sgcial Scie¡rce Suarterly XXI (1940),
PP' r25-r37' 

., ,:
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Revision of the six cultural possessions consisted of a deletion

of radio and husbandts ar¡d wifets education. Like electricíty, the radio

hras assumed to be a near universal possession in the sanple areas and ,,,.,;..:,'--,,

the level of fatherts and motherls education r¿ere to be tr¿o inportant

independent r¡ariables in the overall study, ard hence, urere ¿eleted

fron this scale to avoid. the possibility of spurious correlation, Two 
i,,:.'.r.,;',1 -:. .:

cultural possessions, television ard record pJayer were inserted into i .''. . ..: ..;'the scale on the assunption they rn¡ould be fairly relíable inlicators ;:'':'::":'

of socio-ecor¡omic status. The trvo social participation items (husbandrs
l

ar¡d r,rifets attend.ance at Chwch or Sunday School) r¡ere also deleted l

because ih*y *utu not considered. a valid measurement of social participatÍon, t,

:especialþ in urban areas, No items were added in their place. 
:

rn summary, the socio-economÍc scale enployed. in this study was 
i

comprised of the following eleven items. Each positive item u,as scored

as one pointo

1" Roorn--person ratio 
,,., ,,,

2. Home Ûwnership ,":. ':i:::,:
:.:.,:; ::.-: 

_3. Home constnrction (brick, stucco or painted frarne) ,,¡i¡,1,,..,,,.

4. Refrigerator (gas or electric) 
:

5. Running Tlrërter

6, Subscription to daily newspaper 
¡1i.,.=

7, Power washing uachine

8. Record Player
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9. Television

10. Telephone

11. Autonobile

In scoring this scale a roofiþperson ratÍoiof 1.3 or greater was

considered positiver ps r{as a 1962 or later model automobile.

Although the above outlined adaptation of Sev,rellts scale, which

was used. in this study, has not been statistically validated, it should

be noted that the items employed Ín the scale have been used in símil¿r

popuJations.

The I.Q. Test. Although the matter of I.Q. does riot enter directly
into the hy¡lotheses ur¡der test, ar¡d hence has not been mentioned up to

this point, this measurement was enployed as a control variable in the

statistical analysís. The I.Q. level r¡as obtained from Departnent of

Education records for only those respondents r+ho were enrolled. in sanple

area schools durirrg theÍr Grade IX year. lhis amounted to 148? of the

total cohort of 1844. T?re bal¿nce represents those srtudents who rnigrated

into sarple school divisíons after completing t?reir Grade IX elsewtrere.

It is recognized ttrat the rnigrant sta,tus of those for r¡hom no I.Q. sgores

rrrere avail¿b1e could tend to have a biasing effect on the data, in that

other studies have shown a positive relationship to exist betr¿een a high

ï.Q. and those most likely to mÍgrate from rural to urbar, r"urr.[
The I.Q. test administered by the Detrnrtment of Education to aL[

Grade IX students in Manitoba is lsror^nr as the rfQuick Scoring Gror4l Test

l1ru" for example, C. Harold Brown and Roy C. Buck, Fac.tors Associated
l.rrith ths, l"ligrgnt Status of Yor¡ne Adult l"IaLes from Lural Perursylvania
(University Park, Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania State University Agricrrltural

;:'! 
-jl: l ::'ì

Experiment Station Bulletin 6?6, 1961).
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of læarning Capacity - Advanced. - Grade X to 4du1t,,,11

Other Da!â.. Data as to independent r¡ariables not yet mentioned

were obtained by structured question¡raire. lhe precise wording of these i.,': .

questions will appear as the data and findings of each variable are dealt

with in l¿ter chapters.

Pre-testing the QuestiorupÅre. After the first draft of the j.ilr,-
questiormaire was completed it was pre-tested on about 100 Grade Xf and , 

'

i..:. -:':XfI students in the Steiirbach CollegÍate, gteinbach, Manitoba. rhis i*.:i.:
I

experience resulted in the restnrctr¡ring of a few questions as well as 
i

in decíding that the llaller 0.4.S. should follor,¡ rather then preceed 
i

the main part of the question:raire. ?he 0.4.S. proved to be the more f

'

frustratíng part of the instrunent, especíalry for the girIs. 
.

i

Admiatsterine the Questionnaire. In about mid-May, me¡rbers of 
i

;he .

sam¡rle areas to introduce them personally to the purpose and r¡¿turu ; ,

of the study and to arrange a specific date and time for admínístering l

,, 
j.,..,,,. 

.the questionnaire. I,{ithout enception, principals ar¡d teachers co- it,...1¡,,:

operated fulIy by permitting team members to administer the instrument ¡.j;:'.,..
,'

persona1þdurirrgregu1arschoo1hours.Ihiswasd'oned'urÍng1ateMay

and early June, 1964. Between 50 and 60 minutes r4ras usually required

for the introductÍon and. adrninistration of the two-part instrument. irìi.:,:,::,;r
;:,i:.:: ::.

Procedures of Data Prgcessing, Following the processing of

raw data iirto the necessary scales and categories the findings on each

respond.ent r,ras transferred. to an ï.8.1,{o card. Facilities of the ' 
,

university of Manitoba computor center rr¡ere then erployed for the

thnit test-I4,as- devised by the Ontario College of Fxlucation andcopyrighted in 1958 by the Ontario Department of Éducation, Toronto.



.i"i(wæ!-tt!-4#"]

production of frequency dístribution tables and for the calculation

Chi Square ar¡d co-efficient of contingency statistics.

The Sanp1e

Three sarryle areas r,¡ere selected for this study. Trre areas

were selected so as to ma¡ri¡nÍze difference in social and ecorrcmic

conditionsn One area, consisting of Manitobats rnterlake region,

incruded. school d.ivisÍons 21, 22 and,23. (see Figure 2)" This area

is characterized by low income levels, ar¡d because of its general

state of economic depression is presently the focus of a comprehensive

rural d.evelo¡xnent program.

The secord area ü¡as selected in the relatively prosperous

agricultural region of Manitobals Central Plains. School divisions

30 and 3L were serected from thís r.*r.12 Like the ïnterl¿ke area,

this region is prirnarily rural although it contains trade centers

such as MacGregor, Carberry, Neepaura and Gladstone.

The third. area is comprised of ûr¡o r¡on-contiguous luþh school

units in suburban rnrr¡icipalities of the Metropolitan lrrinnipeg area.

54

of

_ t'þr,rrry Nelson, Area DeveloEment in the ïnterl¿ke: problems and
Propo sals (triruripeg i qneenl s-Þiinter for ffi üõ6,a]T-G4 )-Tiã-
A,R.D.a. research report on Manitobats rnterlake region, Dr. Nelson
ranked Manitobals Cer¡.sus Divisions aCcordÍng to several- socio-economic
inùicators elrtracted from ttre 1961 Cànada Census. For eram¡1Ie, in Census
12r_ lrhich includ.es the rnterlake sanrple area, 34.? per cent of'faruilies
had an income of under $ZTOOO per year as,compare¿ wiú Z5.g per cènt
in the centrar Pl¿ins census area (No. l0). simiJarly, a[ other pdpula-
tion, education, housing, income and farm indices cited by Nelson iavoured
the Central Pl¿ins area from a socio-economic stand.point.
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Included in this suburban sanple r,,rere the Víncent Massey Collegiate in ForÈ

Garry and the River East Collegiate in NorËh Kildonan,

No attempt r^ras made to select sample areas that were eiËher economícally or

ethnically representative of l"f.anitoba as a whole. In keeping røith the social

straËification model, Èhe main criterion for sample selecËion hras that of a broad l'ì,.,

range of social and economic conditions in both rural and urban Manitoba. In

keeping wíth Èhe contenË of Chapters II and III¡ a broad range ín social class

should produce a broad range in aspiration levels. That the rural sample areas

provided such a socio-economic range is shown on page 54 (foot note 12). In the

judgement of the researcher the suburban communiËies of Fort Garry and North

Kildonan complÍmented the predominantly lower class rural sarnple by providing

a large number of respondents in the higher class ranger

Had ethnic representation been of primary concern, St. Boniface might have

been selected as one area. But this community would not have províded the much

needed upper class representat,ion.

The sample of respondents consisted of all the Grade XI and XII students

present in the school on the day the questionnaire was administered. Of the 2095

sÈudents enroLled in the 28 high schools involved, L844 or 88 percent, responded,

This total was made up of g87.males and 857 feraLes.14

tr{hile this group is referred to in this report as a sample, in the strict ',,'.,,;';:
.t:',,:t,,t

sense it is not a sample in that iË does not involve a random procedure, but is

agrouPse1ectedtomaximizesocia1c1assdifferences..

In view of Èhe prelimÍnary nature of thís sËudy and the nethodological

problems in the sample taken, as outlÍned above, generalizations from Èhe find- :

íngs of Èhis research would not be warranted, This project ís rather to be inter-

preted as a test of a number of hypotheses derived from Uníted States studies on

one rather substantÍal population (1844) of Manitoba high school students.

I4por a breakdown of the Junel L964 Grade XI and XII enrollmenÈ question-
naires completed and percent coverage by sample areas, and by schools¡ see l

Appendix B,



CHAPTB V

PR.E$ENIATTON OF DATA

The tables presented in this chapter contain only the percentages

of boys and girls aspiring to "lïighrr levels of education and occupation.l

For a fulI range of relationships (frorn high to low in both dependant

and independant r¡ariables) ttre reader is referred to Appendix C, r*rere

four correspord.ing tables appear from which each table presented in
this díscussion has been abstracted. Table r, for instance, was

abstracted from Tables TA, IB, IC ar¡dID on pages 148 to LÐ ¡ âs

ir¡dicated in the last line of the table.2 ,hi, proced.ure has been

follor'¡ed throughout this chapter. rt is to be understood that the

1-By defínítion |thighrt educational aspiration refers to University
level while "highrt occu¡ntional aspíration refers to a leveI exceeding
45 points on the llaller scale.

2In th" interests of readability nost of the detailed. data pertinent
to this gtudy has been relegated tb the Appendix. A r¡ord of explanation
is in order concerning the categories used-in the appetiêices deãling wittr
educational aspiration IeveIs. It will be noted tnãt tfre tables for boys
contain three aspiration level categories, while tables for girls contain
four categories. For both boys and girIs, the category listéd as tthighn
refers to those students aspiring to university level and the category
13ted rrlowrr represents the group w"ith no further educational aspirãtions.
The r¡mediumrr leveI_for boys iircluded those boys aspåring to aLL other types
of post-high school education (Teachersl College, technical, vocationalr-etc.). Because comlnratÍveþ fewboys aspired to Teacherst College, ít-
htas necessary to irrclude thÍs group in the sa^me category as those abpiring
to technical and vocational schools, A substantial proportíon of girls,
however, aspired to Teachersl College and nursing edùcalionr ad tñis '
group was classified as trmediuruhighn in aspiration Ievel. - 

lhose girls
aspiring to other areas of post-high school study (commercial, trad.e or
vocational) were rated as ttnediurn-Iowtr.

Each table ín the AppendÍx is accoirgnnied by_the followÍng
statistics: degrees of freedom (n/n), fri square (*z), coefficient of
Contingency (C) arut pqobabilíW of significant associätÍon of factors (p),
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probability values (e) appearing under each colunn in the tables

presented appty to the respective tests of significant associations

for the fulI range of rel¿tionships and not to the column itself.
0n1y those rel¿tioræhips with a confiderrce level exceeding one percent

will be considered as significant in this discussion.

ü¡ith this explanatory bacl¡ground we shall proceed to a con-

sideratíon of the collected data. Find.ings relating to the hytrlotheses

under test are presented in the order in wt¡-ich the hy¡lotheses urere

stated in thapter II.

I ITTPOTHESES: THE EDUC,A,TIONAL ANÐ OCCUPAIToNAL A,SPITIATTON LET/EI,S OF
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS AllD GIRLÍ¡ INCTTEA,SE IIIITI^I ?HE SIZE 0F
THE FA}{ü.Y'S COMMJNTTY OF RESIDENC,E.3

The data in Tabre r, show, an interesting but inconsistent

pattern when boys aspirir¡g to Fligh educational and occupational leve1s

are rel¿ted to size of cormrnrníty. 0f the boys from the Jargest centers

(over 2500 population) ?1.3 percent aspíred to university axtd. s4.7

percent scored High in occupational aspíration. This conpared with

51.4 and 35.8 percent respectively for boys residing on farms. rt
is noted that in toI4rIN of 500 and less, 60.2 aird.45.1 percent of boys

ranked High in educational and occu¡ntional aspirations as compared

3fhi, statemerÉ actualþ ernbraces four distinct hypotheses nhich
rel¿te the size of the familyts corururníty of resid.ence iõ:

(a) tfre educatior¡,al aspirationi of high school boys(b) the occupational aipirarions of hlgh school bäys
(c) tne educãtional aspirations of higË school giris
(d) the occutrntional aipirarions of hlgh schooliirls

As a matter of cor¡'rerrience the data are presentèd and disõussed as a
g_roup of closely rel¿ted h¡potheses. This approach will be follor¿ed
throughout this chapter.

,:.:::: :.:: r' 'r.
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TABTE T I

THE RELA.TIoNSHIP 0F SIæ 0F CCI'{MUÌIITY OF FARENTAI, R&SIDENCE UPON HIGH
EDUcarrOI{A¡, AND 0ccuPAîroNAr, agPrRATr0N rÆ'tEls oF HrcH

scHoot qcrg Ar{D GIRItt

Educational 0ccupational

t.:
lr"i:.: _:: -:;.
r'aì_ _ì'1-1 :

Size of Comnnrnity
of

Parental Residence
% Aspiring to

UnÍversity Leve1
% wtn

H:igh 0.4.L.

More than 2500
501-2500
500 and less
Farm
Nurnber of Cases
P.
Ref. Appendjx C Table lrlo.

BoYs

?1.3
54.0
60.2
51.4
(s63)

.01
]A

Girls
53.0
36.2
29.0
26.8
(soe)

.01
TB

Boys

54.7
40.6
45.1
35.9
(426)

.01
1C

GirIs
55o 3
52.4
37.9
42,.6
(sgs)

.01
1)

with 54.0 and 40.6 percent respectivelyr- in towns with popul¿tions of S01 to

2500.4 FI"*u, boys from s¡re,ller towns registered slightly higher aspiration

levels than did boys from larger rr¡ral centersr A possible explanation of

this interesting deviation from the hypothesized. relationship might be that

high school boys in larger rura1 centers (sot-zSoO) have a greater likelihood

of finding a job IocalIy than boys in smaller centers (soo ano less). Hence

some of the less motivated boys in the larger towr¡s may feel that they can

Itget byu in life by anticipating a job their home town has to offer. How-

ever, this local job opporturrity is not likely to enist for boys in smaller

centers, and more of these boys rnay realize that their only hope for
a reasonably secure livelihood lies in fi¡rther education. and ultirnately

in a higher level of employment than is availabre in the home town.

4It i" recoguized that etrtrerûe caution should be orercised. r¡hen
interpreting tests where inversions appear like those Ín Table r.
.&lthough additional tests rvere not employed to determine r+¡hether or r¡ot
these inversions represented a significant trend in the data, a tentative
interpretation uas nevertheless advancedn



'.-;?Ti.:{t3i:è;-ítr?.!,il1}!ill¿Êt:J#IÉ;.IåÞ7-d;: €',}<È+t&-H.:*..ij*_Er:_:.r}S-::.*'P. [.+È;;ãiÉiiÊt:ìF.*.+ã+-1Ë¡iÈ4

60

This could account for the latter grouprsdigþtly h:igher educational

as well as occupational aspiration levels, Tluis suggested. explanation

could well be more thoroughly tested. as a hypothesis of another study.

A relationship somewhat more consistent with the h¡rpothesis

r'r¡as r¡oted trtren the girls registering High educatÍor¡al and occutrntional

aspirations hrere rel¿ted to conmunity size. lhe Jargest corïfirunities

(over 2500) produced the largest proportion of l{igh aspiríng girrs,
r,rhereas the farm environment produced the snrallest proportion of gÍrls
aspiring to university. However, vi]lages under s00 in popuJation,

contributed the smallest proportion of,girls aspiríng to High job

levels. It ¡¡¡as noted earlier that llallerts occupational aspiration

scale had not been validated for girls. Hence, if the scale is not

as applicable for girls as it Ís for boys, ít may rl¡elI be less rel-iable

when applied. to girIs. It Ís therefore likely that the snlall difference

noted in aspiration level between girls from towns of less than 500

and girls from farms may not be a real difference.

Nevertheless, when the Chi fiquare test was applÍed, ttre rel¿tion-
ship between educational and occutrntior¡al aspiration levels and size

of comn¡rnity of trnrental residerrce was four¡d to be significant for both

boys and gir1s, I{ence the ses

aspiration leve1 of o1 b and eírls ses with

size of f be

nootllation.

--

towns of 2500
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IÏ IIYFOTHE5F"9! TIÐ EDUCATIONAí" AI{D OCCUPATIONAL ASFIRATIoN TEVELS 0F
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS AliD GIRLS INCREA,SÐ I,rIIrT{ INCREASING

I STATIIS OF FAI4IÍ,Y OF ORIENTATTONs0cIo-Ec0Nc[,{Ic

The eleven point socio-econoraic class scale employed in this
study was described on page 51. The sjx status categories noted.

in Table rï were arbitrarÍþ set as follows¡ Those scoring eleven

points on the scale were given a status rank ordçr of one; those

scoring ten were ranked. two, and so on down the 1ine to a score of

six' All those scoring six or less on the scale lrere given a status

rank of six.

The data. in Tab1e II show a clear and consistent reJationship

betr^¡een socio-economic status of fanrily and High educational as well as

High occupational aspÍration levels of both boys and girls. In atl cases

the relationship rras significant. Furthermore, the strength of the

relationships exceeded the C value of .2 in aAL cases erccept for the

occu¡ntional aspirations of boys, in whÍch the c value was .19g0.5

(See Appendix C, Tables 2A to 2D).

Of boys from high social status families ?5"0 percent aspired

to university level as agaS-n.st 31.4 percent of boys from Iow status

homeso The relationship for gírIs is no less strikir¡gr ranging from

68.1 percent from high, dovnr to 14.8 percent from low status families.

A si¡nilar consistent pattern is noted with respect to oqcupational

5Ïhu ut"tistic C symbolizes the ttCoeffícÍent of Contingency¡r,
which is frequently enployed in studies of this nature as an approxinn-
tion of the strength of a rel¿tiorship of data in a contingerrcy tab1e.
This statistic is fairþ limited in its appllcation. These limitations
are outlined. in Thornas C. McCormich, Ejlementar:tr Social $tatistics
(New Tork: Mcoraw-Hill, 1941), pp. ãOEãõil
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TTIE RÐI.ATTONSIIIP OF SOCIO-ECONCÞ{IC $TATUS OF FA}{TLY TO HtrGH EÐUCATIONAT,
Al,iD 0CCUPATIONAI ASPIRATI0N IE\rELS 0F HIGH SCHOOL ts0YS AND GIRLS

Educational 0ccupational

'3ocio-Economic$tatus Rarik
% Aspiring to

University LeveL
% wittt

High 0.4.L.

(Hieh)

(tow¡

Number of Cases
P.
R.ef. Appendjx Table No.

1
2
3
4
5
6

Boys

75.0
69. B

63. B

55.1
53.8
31.4

(soz )(.01
24,

Girls Boys

60.5
50" 5
49.0
39.8
38.0
26.8

(qze)
<.01

2C,

Girls

69.1
47.8
37.2
3l.B
21.9
14.9

(soe)
(.01

2B

66.7
50.5
48. g

44"9
42,I
27.4

(sgs)
<.01

2D

aspirations for both boys and girls. (Tables 2a. to 2D, also show t?rat

the comrerse rel¿tionship is no fess consistent at low aspiration leve1s,

w:i-th the highest proportion of low aspirers comíng from low status homes,

and the lor'r¡est proportion, from high status homes. )

0n the basis of these data, r,r¡e can acc.ept üre hlrpot4eses that

the .e.dgcgtíona1 and occupation4l aspifation þvels of hiqh school bovs

and gírls increase r,rrith inqrqasíng socio-ecor¡omic status of familv of

orientagion.

The above mentioned findings are also in keeping with the

d.iscussions in chapter rrr, in which the influence of social cl¿ss

structure on behavior patterns of youth (including aspiration level)

were discussed as a theoretical basis for this study. The data presented.

in this Chapter w:iJ-l be rnore fully related to the theoretical nrodel in
the concluding chapter.

::j

ì.i

l
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III TTTPOTTIESES: TI{E EDUCATION,A.L A}ID OCCUPATIONAL ASPEIATTON tEvEI,s OF
HIGI{ scHool, BoYs AND GIRL$ IN0REASE As TIIE occuPATr0NAL
STATUS OF FATHERS INCREASE

As irrdíeated in Chapter fII, Blishents Occupatíonal Class scale

places Canadian occupations into seven status classes. The four categorÍes

referred to in Table rrr were obtained by grouping Blíshenrs cl¿sses

as follows: classes One an¡I Tr¿o - high¡ classes Three and Four -
mediunr-hÍgþ; class Five - mediun¡low; classes $ix ar¡d seven - ror,,ro

The medir'un-low class still- remained n'mch the largest as ít included.

all the students whose fathersl occupation Ìrras farmíng.

TABIE IIT
lHE IìEIATTONSI^ITP OF FATHM.S' OCCT]PATIONAL STATI.B TO HTGH EDUCATIONAL

AIìID OCCUPAÎTONAL ASPIRATION LEVEI,S OF HIGH SCFIOOL BOY$ ANÐ GITTLS

Fxlucational _ _ 0ócupational

,_:.- ,.;.- t.::

Fatherls Occupational
,Status Leve1

% Aspiring to
UnÍversity Level

% witn
ÍIigh 0.4.L.

High
Mediun High
Medium low
Iow

Nunber of Cases
T'la

Ref. Appendjx Table Noo

Boys

84.9
74.3
55.1
52.4
(sse)
<.01

3A

Girls Bovs

74.4
58.2
39.9
37.4
(4oe)
<.01

3C

Girls
70.1
54.3
32.1
25,2
(zgg)
<"01

3B

57.1
6r.2
46.7
35.2
(szg)
<.01

3D

Ir¡asnuch as occupational status and socio-econornic status are

closely rel¿ted concepts one would expect them to rel¿te sinilarþ to

a common variable, such as educational and occupational aspirations of
youth. The strong and consistent association beúr¡een Ïrigh occupational
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status of father and h-igh ed.ucational and occupational aspirations of

youth is shown in TabLe III. this is shown to apply to boys as well as

to girls. All of the relationships rr¡ere found to be sÍgnÍficant.

0n-1y in the case of the occupational aspirations of girls lras the

relationship vith the occupatior¡¿l status of father not a consistent

onêr 0f girls tnith fathers of High and Mediur¡-HÍgh occu¡ntional status,

5?.1 and 61.2 percent respectively, had high occupational aspirations.

fn all other cases the percent of boys ard girls in the High aspiration
:

category declined consistently with each decline in the ocçupational

status ranlç of fathers. 0f the boys and girls r¿ith fathers of High job

status 84.9 and 70.1 percent, respectively, aspired to university, as

corpared wiÛh 52.4 and 25.2 percent respectíveIy, when the fathers of

boys and girls occupied. Loùr status jobs. (The statistical data shown

folIow'ing Tab1es 3A to 3D also índicate that the C values exceeded. .2

in all tables except Table 3Ð, which concerns the occupational

aspiration level of girls, in r,¡hich the C value was .18403. )

0n the basis of the data presented ï¡e can acceÞt the hypotheses

tttAt_¡Ehe e¡luçalionaI a¡rd occuÞational aspiratÍon level of hi"sh school

bovs ar¡d girl,s ir¡crease as the occupational status of fattrers Íncreaseg

ff FIrpotup"gps: (A) ï{E EDucATroNAr" A}tD occuparroNAl, A¡sprRATr0N rE\IEr,s
0F HIGH SCHOOL B0Ë At{D GIRIf¡ INCREA'SES AI¡}lc hIITH TIIE i,,.;,,,,.,.

TEVEL 0F FATHEIISI EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMÐ{T. iì,'.,',,,
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V HYFOTHBSES: (B) THE EDUCATIONAL A}ID oOCUPATIOhIAL A,SFIRATTON LE\I81.9
OF HIGH SCI.IOOL BOY$ AT{D G]RTÍ¡ INC,REASES AI.ONG TIIITH TI{E

OF MOTI{ÐTSI MUCATIONAT, ACHIÐIIEÞM{T.

The above two sets of h¡rpotheses are considered withÍn the same

discussion to facilitate a comparison between the level of fatherst

and, motherst educational experíence upon ttre aspiration levels of

youth.

lables IV and V clearly show the strong influerrce of parental

education upon th9 aspiration leve1s of youth. Proportior:s of boys and

girls in both High aspiration categories gradually declined as leve1s

of fatherst and. motherst education declined, 0f boys and girls rrith
fathers educated beyond high school, ?8.6 and 68.3 percent respectively,

aspired to University. This conpared with 40.4 and 21.4 percent of

boys and girls lÊrose fathers had grade four or less education. A

sirnilar decline in percent of High aspiring boys and gír1s was noted when

motherst education declined from post-high school to less ttran grade

five. In like nranner the occupational aspirations of both sexes

declined along with parental education Ieve1, although somewhat less

consistently.

A study of the data reveals the stror¡g influerne of Þarents

with high school experience on the occupational aspirations of both boys

and gir1s. Virtu¿lly no differences are noted in the percent of High

0ccu¡ntional Aspirers amor¡g children r,¡hose parents failed to enter hþh

school. A sirnilar ¡nttern is noted, although to a lesser d.egree, when

mothersl education is related to the educational aspirations of youth.

t-._..
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TAEI.E IV

THE REIATIONSHIP 0F FATHER$! LEVEL 0F EDUCATIOT{AL ACHIU\ÆIVíENT UPoN
HTGII EÐUCATIOI{AT, AND OCCT]PATIONAL A,sPIRÄTION IEI/EI,S OF HTGI{

SCHOOL BOYS ANÐ GIRI.S

Iæve1 of Fathers t
Educational
Achievement

Ed.ucational 0ccuoationaL
% Aspiríng to

University Level
% .',¡_tr.

lligh 0.4.L.

Beyond High School
High $chool Graduate
Some l{igh School
Grades 5 - I
Grade 4 and less
Nwiber of Cases
It¡a

Ref. Apperdix Table I{o,

Boys

78.6
69.4
64.6
53.1
40.4
(ssz)
(.01

4A

Girls Bovs

69.3
52"6
50, g
33.9
33.0
(42L)
< .01

4C,

Girfs
59.4
62.O
45.9
43.5
43.5
(sgr)
< .01

4D

68.3
49.0
36.1
27,4
2L.4
(so+)
<.01

48

'':lr-:
ii:- - ''

TT.IE IIETAÎIONSHIP OF
HIGI.I ÐUCATIO}IAL

TAEI,E V

MOTHMSI LÐIEI OF EDUCA?IONAtr ACFIIEVEMENT UPON
AND OCCUPAÎIONAL ASPTRATION IÐVEI,s OF I{IGH

SCHOOL tsOYS AT{D G]RIS

Level of, Motherst
Dducatíonal
Achievement

% Aspiring to
University Leve1

% witlt
tligh 0.4.L.

- Educational Obcunational

Beyond High ,$choo1
tfigh School Graduate
$ome High School
Grades 5 - I
Grade 4 and less
Nrunber of Cases

P.
R.ef. Appendix Table No.

Boys

83.9
72.7
62,5
M.7
42.9
(sss)
(.01

5A

Girls Boys
73.4
54.5
44"9
32.3
32.6
(azz)
<.01

5C

Girls
69.7
50.2
34.8
24.I
19.1
(soe)
<.01

5B

56.0
53.7
50.2
38.7
36.4
(sgs )
<.05

5D
l1::ìÌ:ai:ti:t:

i::::.i:.it:iìn
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The percentage differences of youth aspiring to High educatÍona1 levels

r+¡ere but slight between the two elementary school categories of motherst 
I :,,

education. Beyond this IeveI, however, each increment in rothersr I ' '

education produced a sizeable increase in::igh aspiring youth.

The most consistent pattern was noted. rr¡tren the five educatÍonal

categories of fatherst education were rel¿ted to percent boys and girls ,,,,,..',

with fngh educational aspirations. Each Írrcrement Ín fathersl educa- 
,,,,.,,

tÍon resulted in a substantial increase of percent High aspiring youth. i'':'':

The data accomparqfing Tab1es 4A to 4D and. 5A to 5C clearly 
i

l

ir¡d.icate the strong and highly significant relationships between High
.l

aspiration levels and ¡nrental education. 0f the seven signifícant 
i
j

rel¿tionships represented by these tables only Table 4D, r,r¡trich rel¿tes 
i

fathersr education to the 0.4.L. of girlsr6 had a C value of less than i

.2. The rel¿tionship between mothersr education and the 0.4.L. of girls i

failed. to reach the oire percent level of corrfid.ence, and hence cannot be

considered significant. 
,,,,.,. .
.:.,:l;i:ir:

It may be worthy of note that the C values for the association :,,,, 
'

betn¡een rnotherst education ar¡d the E.A.L. of boys and girls as well

as the 0.4,L. of girls, was higher in aLL cases than the C values

relating fatherst education to t?rese factors. However, no firm

conclusions should be drawn fron ttris observation as the C statistic

does not readily lend itself to this kird of comparÍson.

6O.n.r. 
and E.A,L. are abbreviations for occupational aspiration

level and educational aspiration leveI, respectively.

: :.; :.-l:
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0n the basis of data presented the folIoÌring groups of lr¡rpotheses

can be accepted: (a) the edgcational aq! ocgupational aspiration leve1g

of hish _school boys_ and eirls iqglease alons lr'ith tLe level of fatherst

educatíonalagþievenent (b) the educational and occupational aspigatåon

lèvefs oLhish sghool bovs. ard the educatÍona1 aspiration levels of

high_school eirls increase algng hrith the_Ieve] of_gotherst educational

achíevement. Ee sinele h[pot]regis tþat was not supported ard v¡trich ,' :

.:....
nust be rejected l,rtas that ,1,,.''

schoql &illsjncrease alonE with the legel gf nothers t educational
:

achievement. :

Vr HTPOTHBSES: TI# EDUCATIONAL AllD 0CCIIPATIONAL A,BPIRATI0N LÐVEIII 0F
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS AND GIRIÍ¡ TNCREA.fIE WITH INCREAÍIING
STRENGTTI OF FAÎHMSI Ð{COI]RAGEMENI FOR CONTTNUING
EDUCATION.

VII HYPOTI{ESES: TI{E EÐUCATI0NAL AI\ID 0CCLPATï0Ì,IAL ASPIRATION LE\rEIS OF

HIGH SCHOOL B0Y8 AltlD GIRIÍI INCREAf¡E I,/ITH IIIREASING
STRENGTTI OF ]'{OTHER8I Ð{COT]RAGEMENT FOR CONTINUII{G
EDUCATION.

Because of the close rel¿tionship between these two groups of

h¡lotheses their supportíng data rrill also be cor¡sidered within the same

the forced choice questions relatiqg to the above h¡totheses

were r.¡orded as follows: Concerning ry educatior¡ rry father (nother) has:

(1) strongly errcouraged. rne to continr¡e

(2) given me some encouragement to continre

(S) errcouraged nn to r.uork after graduating from high school

(4) errcouraged me to quit high school and r¿ork

(S) never said ruch about it
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In analysing the data those respondents checking n¿niber one

were recorded as having received r¡strongrr ¡nrental encouragement for
post-hígh school education. But because of comparatively few responses

in each of the other four categories, these four were grouped under i,:'i,',,,',':,,,,

the one encouragenent categoryr rrsone to nonerto

The data in Tables VI and VII shows the positive relationship

beü,¡een ¡nrental encouragenænt for post-hÍgh school education ar¡d. the ,,. ,,,,,
r,a :,'. , :.-

proportions of boys and girls in the High aspiring categories. The if,':,i::'

converse relatior¡strip is noted for the low aspiring stud.ents (AppendÍx C, i,;,,,ir.

Tab1es 6A to 6D and ?A, to ?n) r,ûrere the largest proportions consistently 
,

rated strengtkr of parental encor¡ragennnt as ltsome to nonelt, i

A11ofttretestsreferredtoinTab1esVrandVÏIyie1ded
'significant ChÍ Square values. T?re C values rauged from a low of'.1169 
i

for the inflLuence of motherts encouragement on the E.A.L. of boys to a 
i
i

high of .20362 ¡.r¡here notherls encouragement r¡as rel¿ted to the 0.4,L. of i

:

girIs. In general, ttren, a significant but weak rel¿tionship was found

bett¡een the strength of the students perceptions of lnrental encourage- 
i

ÍEnt for post-high school ed.ucation, and the stud.ents aspiration levels. ì1¡:.,:.''.'

' : : -:

Henger tle3potheses. vr and_vrr Slre E}ppolted by the data and can be 
;.,,.,,,.,.

accepted.

Ac1oserstudyofTab1esVIar¡d'VÏIsuggeststhatttreperceived

strength of fatherst encouragement may have been somewhat rnore closeþ 
i:r.;;,r.,'..::. 

:.....:.
rel¿ted to aspiration levels of chÍIdren than vas that of nctherst

encouragement. Wren considering boys and girls aspíring to UniversitT¡
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TABI,E VI

REÏATION$HT? OF $TRÐ{GTYI OF FATHm,sl BicoI.jRAGB\,Iq'IT FoR CoNTTNUING
EDUCATION UPON I'ITGH EDUCAÎIONAL AND OCCUPATTONA,L ASPITIATTON

IEYEI,$ OF' HTGH SCHOOL BOT,"S A}ID GIRI,Ê

Strength of
Father t s Erpouragement

% Aspiring to
University Level

% w¡tlt
High 0.4,L.

Strong

Some to none

Nr¡nber of Cases

P.

Ref. Appendix Tab1e No.

Boys

65.7

50.0

(sso)

<.01

6A

Girls Boys

51.5

33.8

{4zo)

<.0L

6C

GirLs

53.6

38.7

(see )

< "01

6D

43.3

26.5

(soz)

(.01

6B

TAEI.Ð VTT

THE REIATION$TfiP OF STFIENGTH OF MOTHER,S ' ENCOT'RAGEMMüT FOR, CONTÏNU]NG
EDUCATION I]PON HTGH EDUCATTONAL ANÐ OCCUPATIONAL åSPIRATION

TEIIEIS OF HTGH SCHOOL BOYS AI{Ð GITTLS

' Educational 0bcuoational
Strength of

Ifother r s Ðncouragement
% Aspiring to

UnÍversity Leve1
% wittt

High 0.4.1.

Strong

Some to none

I{umber of Cases

I'

Ref. Apper¡dÍx Table I{o.

Boys

63.2

50.2

(soo)

< .01

7A.

Gir

4o.2

27.4

(soa)

<.01

7B

Boys

48.0

35.6

(42?)

< .01

7C

42.9

33.8

(sgs)

<.01

7D
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and boys in the Fligh 0.4.L. category, the differences in percentage

of High aspirers between those r,¡ho ir¡dicated they received Strong

encouragement and those indicating some to lr{one, ís notably greater

for fathers than for mothers. For instance, in Tables vr and. vrr,
these differences for boys aspiring to university are 15.? percent

for fatherst encouragement (6S.2 - 50.0) and 13.0 percent for mothersl

encouragement. In the case of girls the influence of a Strong

fathersf encouragement resulted in a 16.8 percent Íncrease in High

aspiring girls (4s.s - 26.5) as compared with a 12.4 percent increase

as a result of Strong encouragement from mothers. An even stronger

indication of the superior effect of fathersr influer¡ce is noted. in
the case of the lligh 0.4.L. boys. hlith Strong fathersl encouragement

the proportion of nigh occupatíonal aspirers increased 1?.? percent

as coqpared r'rith only a 12.4 percent difference between the two

categorÍes of motherst encouragement. 0n1y in the case of the O.A.L.

of girls díd Strong motherst encouragement result in a higher percent

increase over the some to None category (rc.r) than d.Íd. that of strong

fathersl encouragement (14.s).

VilT HYPOTHESES: THE EDUCATIONAL AT{D OCCUPAIIOTIAL ASPIRATToN LEVEI,$ OF
HTC,H SCFIOOL BOYS ÁND GIRI.S ARE }{ORE LTIGLY TO BE HIGHM,
IN A NORI"IAL THAN IN A BROIffNi HCI"IE SITUAT'TO}T

The defiuition of a trbroken homerr situation, as it applies to this
study, can best be inferred from the forced choice question that hras

asked:
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I ¡rake rry regular home with:

1. ngr orrn parents

3. step-parents

5. other rel¿tives

7. other (specify)

2o one parent orùy

4o grandllarents

6, índependentþ

In analysing the data, all respondents wtro irdicated makirg theÍr

reguJar hone wittr both parents rdere d.esignated as h¿ving a trnormalt¡ home

situation. .&11 other categories (nrrnbers 2 to ?) uere combined into what

r¡as called a ttbrokenrt honÞ situation (As can be seen from Appendix C,

Tables 8A to 8D the total ru¡¡irber of respondents in the Broken horne

category still anounted to only about 9 to 12 percent of the nr¡nber in

Norrnal home em¡ironments. )

It is ap¡nrent from Table VIII that the horn situatíon, as defined

in thís study, is not an indicator of the aspiration levels of high school

students. Especially r¿as this four¡d to pertain to gir1s, in which case no

real differences were noted in the proportíons of High aspirers comirg

from Normal as corpared. with Broken homes. Similarly, the home situation i'''.,,',

proportion of boys from Broken homes aspiring to University was 15.1 nÈi,
l.::.: ::r.

percent greater than was ttre proportion from Normal home environrents.

(An anaþsis of Table 8A indicated a probability of less than one percent

that this d:ifference occurred by chance. However, the r+¡eakness of the

relationship is indicated by the low C value of .1381).

appeared to have no effect on the 0.4.L. of boys.

A different picture emerged concerning hore situation ard the

educational aspirations of boys, From Table VIil it is noted that the
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0n the basis of these finùings the_hvpotherses rglatine higher

educational and occupatioEl aspirations of high school youth to a norrel

as opposed to a broken home situation rust be reiected.

TABLÐ VüI
THE IIETj,TI0NSHIP 0F }IORMAL A$ COMPARED IIIITH BR0KEN HOME SITUATIONS T0 HIGH

EDUCATTONA], AND OCCUPATIOI\IAL A,SPIRATTON LEVEIS oF
HIGH SCHOOL BOYS A}IÐ GIRI,$

Educational 0ccunational
Hose

Situation
- % tspíring to
University Level

, % wíth
High 0,4.L.

Normal
Broken
I{urnber of Cases
PO

Ref. Apper¡dix Tab1e No.

Bo[s

59. ft
75.O
(sos)
( .01

8A

Girls

36.3
32.9
(sog)
N.S.

8B

Boys

44.7
44,2
(+zg)
N.s.

BC

Girls

47.5
45,3
(¡gs)
N.S.

BD

D( TIYPOTHSSES¡ THE EDUCATIONAL A},ID OCCT]PATIONAL ASPTRÁ.TION IEVEI.S OF HIGi.I ]

gCFIOCIL tsOYg A}IÐ G]F.TS I./NL VARY I,/TTI.I ETFIT{TC BACríGF.OUNÐ OF
FAI'{ILY

The areas fron r+trich the sarple of respondents r'¿ere drawn r+rere i:t'

rich in their ethnic dir¡ersity. However, the practical requirements of

mininnrm cell frequeræies in contingency tables necessitated a severe

lirnitation on the ru¡¡nber of ethnic groups thât could be ir¡dividually

compared. 0n-1y the following ethnic groups could be com¡nred: British,
Gernu,n, rcel¿ndic, ukrainian ar¡d , Russian and French and other, rt r¿as

particularly unfortur¡ate that or¡r sample contained an insufficient nurnber of

French-Canadian respondents to enable a distinct category of this group.
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lab1e D( indicates that aspiration level d.ifferences among students

of different ethnic bacþrounds were not significant.

I TABI,E IX

THE RE]j'TIONSHTP 0F ETHNIC BACKGROIft{D T0 I-IIGH ÐUCATIOî{ ÂI\iD 0CCIIPATTONAL
ASPIR¿,TION TJE\4OL OF HIGI{ SCHOOL BOYS AI{Ð GM,T,S

,Educational 0ccupational
EthnÍc

Bacþround
% Aspiring to

University lævel
% wittt

High 0.4..L.

British
German
IcelandÍc
Ulaainian t¡ Russian
French f¡ Other
Nu¡nber of Cases
P'
Ref. Appendix lable No.

Bovs

62,3
62.9
7L.6
50.0
57.4
(ssz)
hl. s.

9A

GirIs

3?.9
26.L
3o.o
32.6
36.4
(so¿)
N. S.

98

Boys

47 "4
37.6
51.4
39.1
39.5
(qzr)
N.$.

9C

GirIs

48" 3
40.3
50.0
43.9
48.Z

(see )
l{"S.

9Ð

However, ethnic d.ifferences did rel¿te to the 8.4.f,. of boys at
the five percent confid.ence IeveI. the ethnic groups listed in order of
the percent boys aspiring to uníversity ({igh E.A.L.) are as forlows:

rcelandic (?1.1 percent), Gerrran, British, French anl other, ukrainian

and Russian (50.0 percent). Although we do not attribute sígnificance

to these differences, they do suggest that further study in this area

r¿ould be warranted.

Thgsg data thgn sr4g¡qest that the hwotheses thaleducational

with e-thrric bacÌterou,nÍl gust be re.iected.
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A few general trends detected in the data in Table IX are worthy

of note, The percent of High asplrers arnong boys and girls of Britlsh

background was consistently high when cornpared with rnost other ethnic

groups' FIowever, sornewhat of. an anornaly ls noted arnong the youth of

Gerrnan background. 'W-hile the percent of Gerrnan boys in the High E. A. L.

'was second highest, the Gerrnan youth ranked lowest in the other three

categorles (8. A. L. of girls and o. A. L. of girls and boys). slrníIarly

inconsistent were the aspiration patterns of lcelandlc youth. rtr-hlle lce-

landic boys ra.nked highest in percent of High E. A. L. and O. A. L. , the

Icelandlc glrls ranked highest in percent of High o. A. L. but lowest in

percentage of High educational aspirers. Fair1y conslstent, however,

was the coffrparatively low level of aspiratíon arnong high school youth

of Ukraínlan and Russian origín.

X HYPOTHESES: THE EDUCATIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATION
LEVELS OT' HIGH SCHOOL BOYS AND GIRLS VNLL
VARY \T/'ITH RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND OF T'AMILY

The wide spectrurn of ethnic groups repïesented in the sarnple re-

flected in a slrnilar nurnber of religlons, Five distinct religlous back-

grounds \rvere represented in nurnbers sufflcient to be cornpared. These

\Ã¡ere Anglican, Ukrainlan Catholic and Greek Orthodox, Lutheran, Rornan

Catholic and Uníted Church. The rnlscellaneous group labled rtothertl

lncluded L2.3 percent of the sarnple adhering to religious groups such as

Mennonite, Baptist and sorne of the srnaller sects. The nurnber of res-

pondents in any of these rrotherrt religlous groups was considered too srnall

to constitute a separate category. This group was excluded frorn the

statistlcal analysÍs.

.. aa: '.
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statistical arølyses of relationships noted in Appendix c,

Tab1es 104 to 10Dr indicated a significant but rrreak association betr{een

reU-gious bacþrourd and the E.A.L, and 0"A,L. of boys. 0n1y in the

case of the educational aspirations did the C value e:(ceed. .2. rnasruch

as the E.A.L. of gÍr1s related to religious bacþround. at the five percent

Ievel of confidence, further irnrestigation in this area would be warranted.

TABI.E X

rHE RErArroNsFrrp oË#ii8fr .iËÆ'fffr 
i8il ä3"äåi" ffi3i,ü.äffirå-D 

occupAlroNAl.

, Educat_ional _ 0pcupatíonal

i..
l'.-:

ReIígious
AffiLiation

% Aspiring to
University Level

% witlt
lligh 0,4.L.

Anglican
Ukrainian Catholic €r

Greek Orthodox
Ieltheran
Ftoman Catholic
United Church
Other

Nunber of Cases
P.
Ref. Appsrdix Table No.

Bovs

66.9

45.7
69.9
42.4
65.5
53,6

(soz)
( ,01

10a

Girls
35.7

35.1
27,I
25.9
41.1
39.1

(sog)
N.s"

108

Boys

50.9

30.5
44.9
35.2
48.6
42.8

(qzs)
< .01

10c

GirIs
53.9

45.1
39.5
43.0
46.6
49.5

(¿os)
NrS'

10Ð

The data in Tab1e X revealed that when youth from varíous religious
backgrounds ürcre exantined as to their respective rank orders of percent

High aspirersr certain patterns emerged. Anglican boys ranked. highest

in 0.4.L. and tied with Lutheran boys for highest E.A.L, Anglican

gírls also ranked. highest in O.A.L. but only placed thírd in E.A.L.
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" United Church youth likewíse evídenced a generally high leveL of

aspiration, \^/ith boys in second place in both categoríes and girls

ranking fírst and third in E. A. L. and O. A. L. respectively. The

aspiration ranking of Lutheran youth closely corresponded with that of
, '.]

.:: the lcelandíc group as díscussed in the previous section, clearly re-

flecting thelr convergence. The Lutheran boys tied for híghest rank in

E.A.L.andp1acedthirdino.A.L.wherea,sthegirlsrankedfifthand
i,.l:
,, sixth respectively. Consistently rnaintaining the lower rank orders of

.fj both asplration categories, were the boys and glrls of Rornan Cathollc, 
l

I Ukrainian Catholic and Greek Orthodox farnllíes. )

i In surnrnary, then, the d.t. 
"oppo"t 

th" hypoth."ut

: /ffiliated with the five church categories listed ,irn Table X, the educational t'

l':
I and occupatlo-ql ?"piration levels of high school boys vary wíth the ',

i

I

: religlous backgrorrnd of farnily. The two related hn¡otheses concerning 
,

gírls were not supported by the data and rnust be rejected.

Although we have wiewed the data presented in this Chapter around
..: ..':
',, tentrgroupsrr of h¡>otheses, ít should be noted that in fact forty indlvldual ::

,,' h)T¡otheses have been tested. The h¡totheses related two dependent ',i

ìrii
:i
'.,i

variables to ten independent varíables with a control for sex rnalntained

throughout. 
,,

A sumrnaïy as to the disposition of these forty h¡lotheses appears i

in Table XI. The statistical data of the forty relationships are

surnrnarlzed in Appendix C, Tables 1l and 12.
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4 F\urther Cgnsideration of the Data

-È:-

(a) Tgstiqg the Thegretical }iodel: In Chapcer III the mod.el of social

stratification and its influence upon chíldhood socialization experiences

was advanced as relating nost closely to the general h¡rpottresis of this
study.T A careful consideration of the implÍcations of such a nodel for

this particular study revealed that the model rested on ûyo significant

assum¡ltions. These assumptions are (i) that atl or nost of the farrúly

factors (independent variables) are closeþ rel¿ted. to social clâ.ss.

(ii¡ that within the same social cl¿ss particular fanily factors r,¡or¡ld

ir¡fluence the socialization of children in the sa¡ne general direction.

Hence, rrithin the same social class famíIy factors rrould fail to rel¿te

significantly to differences Ín the aspiration Ievels of children.

These irrylicatíons Ìirere considered as being too far-reachir,rg to

be acceptable as umrerified assumptÍons. Hence, they were formrlated

as hypotheses, and put to enpÍricaL test.

rn testirg these hypotheses it r,vas necessary to elinin¿te the

sex control and to consider high school boys and girls as a single

popuJation.

flypothesis (Í): ALL ot mqst of ttre family factors ur¡d.er studv are closelv

related to sgcial cl¿ss. This h¡lothesis Ìüas tested by regarding socío-

economíc status as equivalent to social class and then by relating

?fa *i11 be recalled that the general h¡ryothesis
educational ar¡d occupational aspirations of youth are
selected aspects of the fantily sítuation.tf P. 32.

stated that rtthe
influenced by
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socio-economic status (dependent variable) to each of the nine remainíng

family factors (independent varíab1es). The results appear in Appendfu C,

Tables 13 to 208. A statistical sunmary of these tables appears in Table i-:,',,,

XII. It is noted that aLL of the family factors under study, except that

of normal vs. broken home situation, rel¿te closely to the socio-ecor¡omic

status of the farnily; that is, the probability of such an association ,,';;.:,
;tl 

-l:. '.: .l

occurríng by chance is less than the critical one percent 'confid.ence Ievel. :r::::

TABT,E XTT

TI{E STATI$TICAL SII}&IARY FOI{ ?HE ASSOCIATI0N BETtllF,m{ rT{E LEVEL 0F S0CI0-
ECONOMIC STÁ,TUS OF I{IGI{ SCHOOL STIÍDENT$ AND SEI,ECTEÐ FA}{TLY FACTORS.

Socio-Econonric Appendix C

Status by - Ð/F x.2 c P tãtle l¡o.

$ize of Conmnrnity 4 394.?6 .42229 (.01 13

Fatherst Occupational Status 6 208.66 .32866 (.01 A4 
I

Fatherst Educational lævel 6 268"33 .36062 (.01 15 .

Mothers I Educatiorn.l læve1 6 304.28 ,37954 (. 01 16 ]

$trength of Fathersr
Encouragement

Strength of Motherst
Encouragement

Normal vs. Broken Home
öituation

Ethnic Bacþround

Religious Bacþround

;t-.,,.t,,;'.,,t

2 2?.36 .12183 (.01 1g

24.o3.04696N.S..'.'.
6 63.3? ,20?05 <.01 19 

Ë.
l"-!l':j_:.'

8 ?0.26 .20492 <.01 20

BO"fy statistically significant relationships among factors appear
as Tab1es in AppendÍx C"
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The strength of these associations, as indicated by c values, are arso

notel'¡orthy. lt/hen considering the data pertaining to the rnain hypotheses,

a C value of .2 or nore was vier¿ed as reflecting a fairly strong associa-

tion of factors. 0f the significant associations in Table xrr, one c

value exceeded.4, three others occeeded .3 ar¡d only two r,rrere less than

.2. e. the da the thesis

Ffy¡rofhesis (ii): trüithin the same social clas,s, famíly factors rqquld fail

To test this þpothesis the total sanple of hÍgh school respond.ents

tras grouped into three socío-economic classes, namely, hrgh, medium and

low. Cl¿sses one and two in the six point socio-ecor¡o¡ric status scale

employed in this study lüere considered as HÍgh, classes three an¿ foqr

as Medium, and. cl¿sses five ar¡d six as lory. Analysis was contirnred on

on-1y the High and row socio-economic categories. For each of these

categories the educational and occutrntional aspiration levels of youth

tras rel¿ted. to the nine family factorsr The findings are summarized. in
Taþles XIII ar¡d XfV.

l{hen maintaining the one percent confíderrce levels of significance,

it is noted that for the Ior¡ status group none of the fanily factors

rel¿ted signifícantly to either the educational or occupational aspiration
levels of youth (see Tab1es XIII and XIV). However, this conclusion d.id

not apply as generalþ to the HÍgh status group. still relating

significantly to educational aspirations in this group rrere the followine

i::.::l

differences in
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family factors: size of coununifir, fathersl and motherst educational

level and fathersl occupational status. Rela.ting significantly to

occu¡ntÍonal aspirations there re¡nained religious bacþround, fatherst

educational level and fatherst occupatior¡al status. (fables 2L to 2?

in Append.ix C quantify these associations).

Flence, hypothesis (ii) can be accepted on-Iy as it applies to youth

of low socio-econonic status, namely, that w'ithin the low socÍal class

familv factors €ail to relate significantl:r to diffe,rences in the aspiration

levels of ph-iId{eg. $ince seven of the eighteen relatiorships in lables
:

XIII ar¡d XIV involving HJgh class youth renairæd significant, there is 
l

ì

insJ¡fficSent_eviderrce_to eithejlcategorically rejecjg ollgcept_hypothesis 
i
)

(ii) J*ren applied to l{Ígh sggial_cl¿ss. ftre final disposition of thís

hypotkresis ruust arait further study,
:

Thisfínd.irrg'srrggeststhatinHighc]¿ssfamiliesitispossib1e
i

that cultural items other than those relatiig to cl¿ss position, are operative,
;in determining the aspiration levels of a sizable portion of high school-aged 
'

youttr. In a large lrliscor¡sin high school sanple, Sewell also found a re- , .'','', .',.
_ 1.,:,.: rt, ,:.t-¡¡,.

latiorship beü¿een educational aspirations and commrnity of residence to ¡,...,,¡j,¡.,r-,1,

persist in a high S.E,S, control group but not in the lotr S.E.S. group.g

Sewell does not attenpt an explanation. This observation presents another

area in which additional research is needed.

9lrtilli** H. SeweLL- Comnmnity of ResÍdence and ColLege P]ans,
Arnqr!çan Soqi¡lqÅical Review 29 (1964), 24-38.



B5

(b) controqlne for Measured rntellisence: l4¿ny stud.ies have shown

a positive rel¿tionship to srist betr¿een social cl¿ss ar¡d. measured

intelligence. This means that the higher the social cIass, the higher
the percentage of high r.Q. ts,10 Such a positive relationship vras also
observed. in this study (see Appendix c, Table 29). 0f the youth in the

highest,S.E,S. category (group 1) 35.3 percent had I"Q.rs of above IZ0

as compared w:ith only 6.3 percent in the rolr¡est category (group 6),
Conversely, in the lowest 6,8.$. group, 2I.6 percent had f.Q, ts of 90

and underr as compared with on-ly 2.6 percent in the highest s.E.s. group.

The rel¿tionship was sÍgnificant and had a C value of .266L4 (See Tab]e Xt/)"

For an interpretation of this relatíonship and others referred
to above, we quote from tr'rank E. Joræs r Thg social- Bases of uducagign:lI

Although a correlation between social cl¿ss and inteUigence,as measured by Standard I. Q. ^?ests, il established, tf,u iñã"prétationof the rel¿tionship as_ sígnifying trigtrer intellgeåc" ã*ong-th"higher social cl¿sses has been questlonect. rhesé critícs Ëave
argued that r.Q. tests currer*ly in use place greatest enphasis onverbal ability and ability to dèaI with äbstraõtions as tire ¡raincharacteristìcs of intelljgeræe ar¡d that individuals i"o* frigfr"r.social cl¿s"s bacþrowrds have an advantage, as a consequence oftheir social experienee, over ir¡dividr¡alõ from lower cfass baclc-grounds. In brief, these critics argue that I.Q. tests are class-bÍased and that the correlation reveãls this bias, irrã *rÀ"*"t

, , -1lP-", for^e:ramplu, A.g: .Hollingshead, Er¡nrownr!¡ youth, (New york:
John l{iley and Sons, Inc., 1g4g), p. l?5: tU.ìilffi6rrs.T:. rrsocial
crass and rntelligence Testst inw.w. charters ar¡d N.L.'Gagå'("¿s.) -
Readir¡Es in the s?c,,ial.._ps4cåoþet of Edllcarion- (Boston: Àiry" and'Bacon,l5õ)i ;. Tz:ã ; ffi-ulTõr6'fr Ç "-ruãEñiãu Farni ry B. c ks r ound o f
Ottalr¡a Public schoor children irrRelå,tion to their r.e. rËrrr-Çanadian

i=oF tl of PsvcJrglogv; 2:1, 1948. Reprínred in B.R. Bti3rreãffi-;ones,
K.D. Naegle ar¡d J. Porter, _canagian soõiety, Toronto ar¡d New iork: '
l"facMillan of canada and the-Free presffiiencoe, (1961).

11
Qp. cit", p. 18.

;:..:rr:.rj
!:: .,. 1:.-:
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has yet to be resolved but the controversy between those who favor¡r
and those r¡ho are crÍticaI of standard intelligence tests has
certain-ly indicated that the general concept of Íntelligence, ard
certainly overall inXglligence scores, rmrst be used with extreme
caution. It is safer to concentrate on the specific abilities or
capabilities tested. Given this restriction, it can certainly be
said that verbal and other abilities measured by stand.ard Ï.Q.
tests are differentially dístributed by social class and that
individuals drar¿n from the higher social cl¿sses perform better than
those drawn from the lor¡er social classes, Since f,Q. test results ,:.:.

are freguentl3r used as a basis for decisÍons corrcerning the schol¿s- iri',;,'
tic careers of individuals, such differences cannot be ignored. ì'

NotwÍthstanding the unresolved controversy surrounding the

precise meaning of T,Q., this measurement of intelligence is neverthe-

less in general use in our educatíonal system. Itrence, because of the

uidespread employrnent of f,Q, data and because this study has very

i.rirmediate educational and rrsuccessrt implications, the I.Q. f,actor ltas

selected. as the basis for a further control analysis. Furthermore,

the positive correlation generalþ fou¡:d between r.Q. and social class

also places such an anaþsís r,rithin the frameryork of this model.

The general hypothesis beÍng tested is that among children of
i:..,;.':,

sinilar I.Q.¡variations in famiþ factors w-ill not j-nfluence educational 
i,.'.,''
, : : ::: - : .

and occupational aspiration Ievels. Two specific hypotheses will be i,:'t,i:i

tested: (i) All or most of the faririly factors under study are closely

re1ated.totheI.Q.1eve1ofchi1dren.(íi)Á¡rrongchi1drenrrrithinthe

same I.Q. category, the fanïily factors under study rn¡ould fail to rel¿te i+.;
significaritly to differences in aspiration IeveIs. 

i.Ìr;¡:i:'r'":

i::r:':r':ì

j)



B7

(i) ALI or nost of the family factors ur¡der study (independent varíables)

are closely related to the I.Q. level of chÍldren (dependent variable),

fn testing this hypothesis the boys and girls were again grouped.

The I.Q, of students was then taken as the dependent variable and

rel¿ted to the ten famiþ factors (iridependent variables). A summary

of the statistÍcal findings appears in Table xv. Data for aal of the

sÍgnificant associations appear ín Á,ppendfu C, Tables 28 to 34,

STATT$TICAL,SIIMIqARY FOR
STUÐENT$

by

Size of Conrnunity

Socio-Ec'oromic Status of Fanrily

Fathers t Occupational $tatus

Fathers t Educational Achievement

Ifothers I &lucational Achievement

Strength of Fathers t Encouragement

,Strength of Mothers t EncourageÍrnt

Norrel vso Êroken Home Situation

Ethnic Bacþround

ReligÍous Bacþround

TAET,Ð XV

A,$SOCIATION BEII4IEEN I. Q. 0F HIGH SCHOOL
SEI,ECTED FAMTI,Y FACTOR,S

TI{E
AND

Ð/F N2

9

15

9

L2

12,

3

3

3

9

12

Appendix
Table l{o.

115.19

112.90

93.63

106.16

150.69

7,81

5.05

5.60

42,3I

69.56

.26855

.26614

.24979

.26019

.30472

,o7 324

" 
05838

.06131

.18878

,22358

(.01 28

("01 2g

<.01 30

(.01 31

<.01 32

< .05

NrS.

I\tr.r9.

(.0L 33

(.or 34
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0f the ten family factors it is noted that seven hrere sÍgnifíc_
antly rel¿ted to r.Q. strength of fatherst educational encogragernent

rel¿ted to r.Q. at onJy the fíve percent confidence level lvhile
strength of mottrers t encouragement ar¡d normal vs. broken hone sÍtuation
feII short of the five percent leveI. Parental encouragement and home

situation, then, do not appear to vary according to the ï.Q. of children.
0f the significantly rerated factors, the c varues ranged from a row of
.18878 for ethnic bacþrourd. to a hígh of .3o4?z for mothersr educa_

tional level' Hence, on the basis of seven out of ten family factors
relating sígnificantly to I.e.r

childrerLcan be gcepted.

(ii¡ l{åtkrin tþe sarne r.Q. category. the farnilv factors urxler -stgdf,_goufg

This h¡lothesis ü¡as tested. on a high and a row r¡Q. categorro

Through l¿ck of foresight actual I"Q.ls ft¡ere not recorded. for ir¡d.ivÍdual
students. 0n1y the scale category was checked r¿ithin r+?rich each f.Q.
feIl. To add to this deficÍency the scale categories uere poorly
selected for a control analysis. These categoríes T{ere 90 and under,

91-1101 111-120, over r20' rn serectíng a high and. a row r.Q. lever for
thÍs analysis there was rþ alterr¡atÍve but to utilíze the I90 students
in the 90 and under group as the l.ow I,Q. control and the 250 students
in the over 120 groqp as the l{Ígh I.Q. control. The obvious problem

with both groups Ís the exceedingly small sam¡lle in those categoriesn
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This placed a heaqy strain on Chi square analysis in that marry original
categories requíred grouping inþ larger units to provide adequate cel1

frequencies in contingency tabtres. Th:is excessive grouping is reflected

in the low ru:¡nber of degrees of freedom irdicated in Tables XVI and XVI1.

F\rrthernore thÍs limÍtation rendered corryarison w"ith the s.E.s, control

imralíd because of the ruch larger proportion of the total sample

represented in both hÍgh and low $.8.S. controls.

Notwithstardi-ng the above limitatíons, the ttless tlran 90" I.Q.

group Ìiras accepted as the Iôw I.Q. control ar¡d the over 120 group as

the High r.Q. control. For both samples, the ed.ucational and occupa-

tional aSpiration leve1s of students r4r€re again rel¿ted to each of the

ten fanily factors ur¡der study. A statistical surn¡rary of findings ís
recorded in Tables xvr and xvrr. rt Ís noted that the influence of

motherst encouragement for continuing educatíon on the 0,4.L. of l{igh

I.Q. youth rr¡as the only siguificant rel¿tionship rrithin both ï.e.
1,

controls.*- All of the other 35 analyses reÞorted. in Tables XVI and. XVII

did not attain the one percent confiderne level. 0n this basis r4¡e are

cateEoLw. the .faruily factorg u-nder studv r,'¡ould fail to rgþte siqnific-
antlI to Èifferenc,es in_aspiratiog leveIs.

In accepting the general hypothesis there rernins however, some

uncertainty with respect to the influerrce of parental educational

t.:;
li I

12S"" 
AppendÍx C, Table 35.
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encouragement on the aspiration levels of High I.Q. children' Table

XVI indicates that for the High I.Q" youth both E.A.L. and 0.4.L'

related at the five percent level to strength of both fatherst and

motherst encouragemeïrtr This observation could suggest that children

with I.Q.ls of over 120 respond. more quickly in raising their aspiration

leveIs i¡r response to parental encouragement for post-high school educa-

tion than do children w-ith I.Q. ts of less than 90. Fr¡rther study in

this area could conceivably produce fruitfrrl results.

92
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CIIAPTM VT

D ISCUSSTON AI{D CONCLUSIONS

In the review of literature it was índicated that the rel¿tiorp
ships betrræen aspiration levers of youth and family factors had

already been exteræively researched. ín the United States. Because of
the possibifiry of cultr¡ral differences oristing between United States

and C*nadi-an SocieLy, t}re generalization of United, States findings to
Canada r'as felt to be urs¡rarranted. until enpirícai findings proved

dÍfferently. consequently, the justification for this study rested

largely on the need to test the validity of rel¿ted. united states
generalizations in a canadian setting. The above, indeed, mþht have

been stated as a general hypothesis underlyÍng this entire study.

Discussion of the findings of this thesis w:iIl then proceed against

this background.

rÞo significant firdÍngs of this study, r,yhen taken togehter, appear

to suggest that results from United $tates research into the aspÍrations

of youth, may be generalized to certain segrents of Canadían Socíety.

This hrighly tentative conclusion rests on the findings thât: (a)

aspiration leve1s díd not var¡r sigrrificantþ uith the various ethnic back-

grounds of luianitoba youth and (b) most other family factors ur¡der study re-
lated significantly to aspiration levels in the same manner as h¿s been

reported in the United. States. FÍnding (a), then, suggests that
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different ethnic groups in t'fanitoba socialize their chíIdren similarly
with respect to the value and attitudinal cofiponents of aspiration leveIs. 

i:,.:;.::.,i:,.,

This r,r¡ouId suggest a degree of cultr¡ral honrogeneity among ttre sample that 1" '-', ';

is usual.ly assocÍated ll¡:ith the United. States cultural rrmelting potrr

philosophy. Finding (b) implies that the dominant values and attitudes 
..::. :.

rth under r,tu,lil
study were essentialþ similar, in given fanilåal settings, to the values j,,¡r,,.,,,1,,,.,,,,,,

i': :'::.:-:.:
and attittrdes held. by conçnrable youtkr in nary areas of the United States. i: '::: :

These two inplicatÍons arising from the data of this study,

when taken together, r,rould appear to warrant a cautious generalization

of related Uníted $tates studies to certain regions of Can¿da, A more

careful consideration of ttre data, however, swgests that extreme

caution be srercised in any generalizations of this Hd, as too nary

relevant questions stÍIl renain unarLsræred..

Sone of these unan$lrered questions v¡hich suggest areas for
further research, are outliræd;

I' A need for a more íntensive study of the ínfluence of ethnic

bacþrourxl on aspÍration levers of youth arises from this stu-dy. rt
will be recalled that the E.A.L. of boys related to ethnic bacþround

at, t,he five percent confidence level and. that other interestÍrig aspects

appeared w:ithin two of the ',;ethnic groupsr For example, the E.A.ï,¡ uês f' iììtT

highest for Icelandic boys and lorr¡est for German boys, r,,¡hile the Iceland.ic
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girls registered the lou¡est E.A.L. and the Gerrnan girls the híghest. A

study of the differences in socialization between fceLandic and Gerrnan 
¡.,..,,,.,

fanrily settings that might account for these aspiration differences ''""""'

betrr¡een boys and girls could provide valuable insights.

Furthernote, a deficiency Ín the sample used for this study

tras the under-representation of French Canadian Youth. There were i::..,,'.
'.:

insuffÍcient French Canadians to permit a distínct ethnic category, 
,,,-.'.'...,

a1thoughtheF.renchcomprised.the1argestrrrrmberofthe||Frenchand.

Otherrt category" ïhis deficiency seriously limits the generalization 
''

of the findings from this study to are$ of C¿nada r,r¡here French 
l

1

Canadians occupy an irçortant pIace. Hence, the influence of family 
i

situation on the aspirations of French Canadian Youth presents an 
;

:

additional area for further research. l

2,Considerirrgthefactthatboysfromdifferentre1igiousback-

grounds varied significantly in their aspi.ration IeveIs, some other

areas for further study come to rrd-nd. It is well known that particular ,,,,,
_:',1,:, 

t:: ,:

religious affíliations are closely associated with people of particular :,,,,,,
.:.. .: ..: . -

ethnic ancestry. For example, most of the lcelandic people in the 'r.'-':"''

sample areas are kr¡olvn to be Lutheran, most of the people of Ukrainian

bacþround are either Ul¡rainian Catholic or Greek Orthodox while most

French Canadians are Rornan Catholic. A study comparing the value i:,r,ti

patterns and socialization systems of ethnic groups comprised of 
rii: '.'iii

only those who still claím to adhere to, and practice the religion

historically associated with their culture, could conceir¡ably result
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in highly significant ethnic dífferences. In such a sample the ethni"

identities r,¡ould serve to be reinforced by the traditional religious

beliefs. This appears to present another hypothesis vrorthy of 
,,-,::,,::,

refinement and testing.

3o Also requiring a follow-up study is the whole area of the

occupational aspiration Ievels of girls. In a society where an ¡: ,,,,.,,

,r,r,. ,',,ii
increasing proportion of girls are ernployed in a larger nunber of jobs ' ',

of a wid.e status rar¡ge 1nd for a longer proportion of theír lives than :.,..::ì,,

ever before, the matter of occupational aspirations becomes increasingly

important. In the relationships betr¿een family factors and aspiration 
,

1eve1sitl*asrrotedthattherar¡korderoftheE'A.L.and0.A"L.for

boys was usually identÍcal, or almost so, wtrile the E"A.L",ef girl, l

usually corresponded with that of boys. However, the 0.4.L. of girls
i

devíated, in several instar¡ces, from the E.A.L. of girls and from the

re1ationshipsnoted'fortheboys.{Jnti1I-Ia11er1sO.A.L.sca1ehas
:'

beenva1idatedforgir1sasthorough1yasithasforboys,researchers

rrrilI be uncertain as to the interpretati.ons to be placed upon the ¡.'',,,'...,i.

above mentior¡ed 0.4,L. dÍfferer¡ces betrreen boys and. girls. l'he un- .,,''::.'.r".,:.

resorved question is, do educational and occupational aspiration 
t':''t"n''

levels of girls not relate to each other as closely and in the same

manner as they d.o for boys? Perhaps the E.A.L. ând 0"4"L. of gÍrls ,.,::,,,:-;,,:
I :ì:_.,:--.:.:i::. ',

are more independent of each other than is the case for boys, but 
;:: ': :: :

untiL an 0.4.L. scale for girls has been thoror.rghly validated this

question will go unanswered.
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4o Another area requiring further research came to light in the

analysis in r¿hich socio-econornic status d.ifferences were minimÍzed.

The. data indicated that the S.E.S. of the faraily of orientation failed.

to account for a Jarge portÍon of the aspiration differences among

the High S.E.S. students. In the Inw S.E.Sr group no significarÉ

differences in aspiration level r.uere found to rel¿te to famíly factors.

A si-milar finding had been reported by $elrre1I. Hence¡ d.etailed conr-

parison of soci¿lÍzatíon practices in HÍgh ar¡d lou¡ S.E,S. families,

and the effects of these differe¡¡ces on the aspiration levels of youth,

is suggested as an additÍonal follor+-up study,

In concfusion, the general h¡lottresis, that leve1s of educational

and occupational aspirations (dependent variables) of youth are ir¡fluenced

by selected aspects of the fanrily situation (independent variables), can,

in generalo be accepted. Findirgs as to tlæ forty ir¡dividual h¡npotheses

were sunmarized on page 78.
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APPENDIX B

stx4l"rAllY 0r sÆ'rPT{_!l!l': _JLNE, 1964, GRADE xr A¡rD xrr ENROIJMENT,. 
QTIESTIONNAIRES COI.ÍPIÐ1ED AND PERCDNT COVEIIAGE BY .AREA,

SCHooL orVrSfO¡¡ Ar.iD SCHoOL

SCHOOL

srtg',raP.Y

INTERIAI(E
CENTII,AL PI.AINS
SI.]BTIRBAN

TOTAL

ÏNTERTJIKEffizo)
St" Iaurent

(nivision zl)
StoræwalI
Teulon
'[,ùarren

(Division zz)
Arborg
GimIi
Riverton.

(nivision 23)
Ashern
Eriksdale
Fisher Branch
Inrsood
I¡rndar
I'loosehorn
Poplarfield

CENTRAL PIAINS
þmG-roftõ'f

Austin
Edrans
Gl¿dstone
Iangruth
I'lacGregor
Plunas
l,üestbourne

(nivision s1).
Arden
BróolcdaLe
Carberry
Eden
Neepaua

(oÍvision 6)
Fort Garry'

(oivision s)
River East

GRADE XT €i XTT QT¡ESTIONNAIRES
ENRoLTMENT (J[JNE, 1964) COMPLETED

753
482
609

L844

31

L35
106

60

56
L74

50

27

L21
96
52

53
12s

50

L4
31
65
2o

Lte

E6V
s19
?09

2095

PER@NT
COVERAGE

g6..9
92.g
85.9
gg.0

38
34
53
25
39
35
31
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5

6?
28
6I
32
2L

33
32
48
,24
35
31'
26

97.1

89.6
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96.7

94.6
. ?1.9
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96.0
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83.9
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5
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TI{E NEI.ATIOI'ISHIP OF SIZE TF CCI¡,!I4UNITY OF PAREI{TåTJ RBSTDE¡ICE UPoÐü

EDUCAIIOITAL .ASPIRATION tEVEt OF HIGH SCHOÛI BOYS

Educatlonal
Asplration

Ievel
SÍze of Connunlty

Farn Less than 500 5OL - 25OO 2501 or more

128

TotaI

- -

d
&,

(60.e)
(z?"5,
(t2.3\
(1oo)

Ng.

83

38
I7

No

L6l+

u8
37

3l9

HÍgh

Medium

Low

563

28t,

92

939

Ue.

2Ð
7lþ

_13

32r

Ng"

308
305

]-:69

73-

855

Dl+
6S

36
18

253

&.
38
39
18

10

105

Ig.

38
55

25

u
131

No.

98
L46

90

_3?

366

d
&,

$t.t¡
(iz"o,
(n.6)

s7 (St*.o,

5lþ (11.6')

n (tz"¿,,,

161 (roo)

d
&.

(zr.t)
(4.t\
( s.o)
(roo)(roo) 138

D/F = 6, X2 = 3L"80¡ c = "1gog, P<"01

I TABIE 18

THE REI.ATIÛNSHIP OF SIZE CIF CO},IMUNITY OF PAAENTAL RESIDEITCE I¡PON
EDUCATITNAI A,SPIRATION I,EVET OF HIGH SCHOOI GTRIÁI

Educatlonal
Aspiration

LeVel

Hlgh
Ì,lediurn lligh
Mediun lor¡
Iow

Total

Síze of Connunlty

Fa¡ru Iess than 50O 5OL - 25OO 25OL or more Total
dc

(26.8)
ßg.g)
(2t*.6')
( s.?)

(roo)

d
to

(e9.0)
(lrz.o)
(r9.r)
( g.g\

(roo)

fr. ,No.

$6.2¡
ßt.z¡
(1?.r)
( g.il-
(roo)

D/8,= 9, X2 = 50.,7L¡ Q = "23663¡ P(.01

dn

(53.0)
(25.1,
(tt*.zl
( z.r)
(roo)
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TII¡; R!¡I,ATIONSHIP OF SIZE OF COMM'NÏ1T OF PAREIÍTå¿ NESIDETJGE UPON
OCCUFATTOIIAI A^5PIRATION I,EVEI OF HIGII SOII@f, ióYI

Oceupational
Aspiration

Score
Slze of Conmunity

Farn . Iess than 500 SOL - Z1OO 250.L or nor"e TotaL

56-72
46-55
16-¿s
o-35

Total

No. %-
3S (u.Z)
78 (zt*.t'

102 (zt"sl
106 (tz"l,

d
lo

rull
Ol,e't
0t"t¡
(zl,z'l.

(roo¡34 (roo) t/,2

t Ie"
0e "4¡ 6g
(zt*"zl tto
ßz.z¡ gL
(26.71 5X

(roo¡ 32?

o/tr = 9rX2=35"5IsC=,Ig906¡

N?.

27

4A

5l+
/r.1,

&"
t6
ltß

45
33

dþ
(er]l
$z.a¡
(n 

"el(tl.sl.
(roo)

P(.01

150
276
292
2lo

958t65

TABIE 1I)

TI{E NEI.AIIONSHTP OF SIZE OF' CO,IMI]NITT OT'PÁNENTAI RE.SIDEÀICE UPON
ÛCCUPATIO¡IAT ASFIRATION I,EIIEI CIF HIGN SffIOOf. GTRIÍI

OccupatÍonal
Aspiration

Score
XLze of Conrnunlty

Farn Iess than 5OO\ ¡Of - ifOO 2501 or more Total

56-7?
116 - 55

36 - trs

o - 35.

Total

&.U9.

I
l+7

3s

v
105

Sg.

11

36
l+9

?
L4

19.

16

w
L39
7L

366

É

( lr.lrl
ße.z¡
(34.0¡
(tg.lrl

(roo)

de

( 8.9)
(e9.0)

þg.sl
(22.6'

(roo)

d.þ'.

( z;a)
(lrlr.gl

ß6.2¡
(u"4)

(roo)

zj (ro.e) @,lto (t*¡.tl fi3
8j (ztr.o, 3og
26 (ro. z) vT

W (roo) $s
:rìj.ì

D/t = 9, xz = 26.3\, C = .L7l+39, p<.OI
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TTABLE 3A

ÎI{E NEI,AIICINSHIP OT FATHERIS OCCUPATICNAT SÎATIIS rO EDT'CAIICÈ{AL
A.SPIR4ÎIGN IEVEL OF HIC¡ü SGIOûL BOYS

rAT¡TEN'S OCCIIPATIOTüAL STAN'S

- Irgh ìlerl- High Med. Iow

Ed.ucation¿I
Aspiratlon

Level-

High

Mediun

Low

Total

ño" fr
u (%Ð

11 (:.e.e)

z (zê¡
86 (roo)

287 (55"t'

t?3 ß1"2,

at (u,zl
52t (roo)

Iou- ,

No. ß

88 (t2.4¡

59 (3i"t)

2L (t2.5)

168 (roo)

No.

8t+ (ltr.gl

a3 Qo"tr\

-9 ( 5.lr
113_ (roo¡

Ð/F = 6, x' = l+L.730 c = .21lgr p < "01

TIIE REr,arrONsIIrP or FATHER'S occuPATrcNÁr. srATIIs To EDucATr0NAt
ASPIRATION I.E,IIET Or NIGIÍ SCHOOT. GIRU¡

AATHM IS OCCUPATIOI{AL ST3,TTIS

No.
Total

532

266

_?q

888

l

Educatlon¿l
Asplration
Level

IIlgh

Mediun High

Medium Ipw

Low

High
No. %

5t, (lo.l)
t5 (tg,5l

lr ( s.z,

l+ ( s.z,

Med. Hielq_ Med. Low
No. fr No. ß-

IrOf.¡

No. ß
TotaI

Ð9

2go

1;57

7I
lotal 77 (roo) 70

29 (zs.zl

4r (25.1)

29 (25.2\

16 (r3.ç)

(roo) u5 (roo¡

38

23

5

t,

$tr.g)

þ2.91

( z.r)
( ,j.l')
(roo) ;

r78 (3e.r ¡
211 (æ.0¡

119 Qt.t*)

t+7 ( s.5)

D/g=9rX2= 65.72rC=.2?2g6rP(.01

8L?



TABLß 30

TI{E REI,ATÏONSHTP OF TAT}IERIS OCCUPATIO}IAT. STATUS 1T OCCUPATIOIIAI

_ ÂÍ¡PIRAIION LEVET OF SIGH SCHü¡L BOTS -
Occupatlonal FAfi{ERrS OCCUPATIOI'IAL ST¿ruS

AspiratLon
IScoie High , Med. Higb Med- Lory lor¡ Total :::':',.æ-

t,lo,.frNe*íNo,íe_---
56 - 72 ztþ (26.6, 3L (26.9, 70 (t3.zl n (u.z) U5

/*6 - 5j t+3 Ul"el 36 (lt"t\ rt;. e6"?l t.tr e5.Z) 26/, ,,, ,tj'.:'1._ -.:-

36 - +S ú (r?"S) 34 Qg"6l 168 ßt"z) 50 (zg.z) 26s r,,,.:.'l

o - 3s ,t ( zret 14 (rz..zì ¿ãg (2e"4,, 57 (lt.ü 228 
:,,:i.::,,

rotar 9o (roo) tt5 ((loo¡ 5zg (roo¡ L?I (roo) goç

Ð/t = 9, X2 = 62"t+'l ¡ G = "Z5tJl, p <,0L

lABï,8 3D

ffiE NEI.ATIOISHIP OF FATHERIS OCCIIPATICE{AT S?AÍIIS 80 OCCIIPATIOIIAT
ASPINATION I.EVEI OF HIGH SCHOOT GIRI.S

Occupatlonal
Asplratlon

FAIHER'S OCCUPATIOITAI SÎATUS

133

S-core - , High 
'- 

Med. HlglL Med. Low Low Total
{q,%No.%No.fiN.;--7

56-72 5 (ørtl to (tt.g, 36 (616) 7 (6.s\ js ,,,,,,'/ :'.-: :..a: - r.

46 - ii 39 (50.6¡ 3L (t6¿l zzo (¿,0.r) 3t (ze.ü 3zr i*,,.

36 - t*5 z7 (35.t, 23 ßt.Ð 201 ße.ø¡ ta (lg.gl z% 
: : ;:

o - 35 3 ( z.s) 3 ( tr.Sl gz (16..?) aB lzS,Ð rzz
lorar 77 (roo) 67 (roo) f,/;g (roo) tog (roo) Bot :,,,,.,,:,¡

i.j'¡.:.::::l::

D/n = 9, x2 = 2g.O7t C = .l,g/+03, p 1 .0L
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THE REI,ATIO,NSHIP OF STNENGTE

1A3I,E 6A

O¡' FATHEA.9 !

A.SPIRATTÛN

ENCüTNACEMENT

I,EYEL CIT HIGH

TCIR CCIMINUING

SCTTæt BTYS
EDUCATIqN TO EDUOATIOÌ'IAI.

EducatÍona1
llspiration

Level

High
Mediun
Lor¡

lotal

550
278
92

%

(50"0)
ß2.6¡
(t2.4¡

: No.

773
r30
lr3

3/16

No"

377w
lr9

574 (roo)

.:r53O?, P

Total

920

i

(.01

THE RETIITIOIüSHIP

EDUCAÎION TO

OF SÎREUGTH

EDUCATIO}TAT

TABIE 6B

OF tr'ATTfEff¡ '
å"SFTRATION

ENC€RIRAGEMEM FOR COMfINUINC
I,EI¡Et OF ETGH SCHOCIË GTRII!

Strong @

(6s.1'j
(zi"sl
( 9"5,)

(roo)

Ð/r=2s¡?= 22,07, C ¿

Educational
AsplratÍon
. Level

High
Medlun lllgh
Mediun Lo¡,¡
Low

Total

U9. fr. ß

(26.j,
þ9.2,
(zz.zl
(ra.o)

(roo) $5

,J.8296, p ('.01

_Þtrength of Fqthersr Encourqgggeg!_St _ None TotaI

302
300
160
73

Ng.

9t,
r39
79
l+3

355

208
L6t
81
30

tr$o

(trl.l)
ßl.s)
(r0.9)
( 6.sl
(tm)

D/F=¡.rt2= 28.)2, C =

i :: , :).' :,:.: :.- : -: ,:

i.,:..:;:. : ..;.rr:.1.':r'



TA3T,E 6O

THE NEIATIONSI¡IP OF STNENGTII OF FATHENS¡ EI{COTIRÀGN'{HiIT TOR CONTIITU]NG
EDüCATIOI{ TO OCCIIPATIONAI, ASPINATION IEVEL OF HIGIT SCHOOL BOTS

Occupational
-A,spiration

Score
. Sùrength of Fatbers! Þrcourage!¡ent

So¡ne-Noue - -Tota1

139

56-72'116'- 
55

36 - trs
o-35

TotaL

Ocaupatlonal
Asplration

Score

56-72
l+6 - 55
36 - /r5
o-35

3i xZ = 34.08o 0 =

%

-
( g.t*)
(zlr.lr)
(n.s)
ßz.tr)

(roo) 
:

.

,L873¡ P ( "ol

[o"
r.17
184
L6tr
1æ

585

No.

43
2L3
L6tr

58

No.

_33
86

r19
114

352

150
270
283
231+

937(roo)

Ð/î =

- €one - None Tota1
ffinîæL32 oe.l)u6 (3tr.o)

16 ( tr.l)

34 (roo) sr9

9/g = 3, \2 = 2l+,86, C = .1?166, P <.01

L35
296
329
59

Total li78

- TABI,E 6D

$IE REIAIIONSÍIIP OF STRENG.H OF FATBERSO ENOOUNAOÐ{ENT MB CONÎINUING
ryCATION TO OCOUPATIONAT. ASPINATION I,EUEI, OF EIGH SOHOOË GIRI.,S

- .S-trength of Fathgre! hco.uragenent 
_

- -Strong

-

d
lo

f e.d'
(t¿.6)
ßt*.1)(u.r)

-t
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TABTE 7A

THE REI,ATTONSHIP OF SIAESIGTÍI OF M THENS I

EDUCATION TO EDUCÀTTGTAI ASFIRATIOI{

EI{COTIRAGE}ÍnIÎ

I,EVET OF HIGIT

IOR COMTIÍI}ING

scHooü BoTs

Educati.on¿1
Aspiration

IeveL

High
Mediun

LOW

TotaL

TTIE REI.ATIO}E¡HIP

EDUCATION TO

d.. p

(Ç"zt
(n "e¡( 9.0)
(roo¡

'

D/F=zs!,2= c=.1169rP<.01

Strong Some - None Total
&"
t+35

191

&.
r25
92

_æ
2trg

12"98t

d
lO

lñ,rt
ß6"91

56
283

24
937

,',: '.:

62

688

(u.9t
(roo)

OT' STNEßIGITI

EDUCATIONAT

TABTE 7B

OF MCYTHERS I

ÀSPIRATIOI{
ENCOI'RAC¡EMEI,IT FTR CTNTTIüI']NG

I,EVET OF IIIGH SGiOOt GTBIÍ¡
Educatio¡ral
Aspiration

Level

High
Mediun High
Mediun lor¡
Low

Total

d

-c(lro.z)
ß6.o¡
(tt.4)
( 6.trl
(roo)

D/n = 3,

Ug.
77
99
68

3J

281

2.91+, C =

_É
(zl.lrl
ß5.a,
(zl*.2't
(t3,2)

. Strength of Motherst Encouragenent
Strong Sone - None TotaI

N9.
23t
207

100

37

575

308
706
r68
7/.

I'2=

(roo) si6

.l:6].:56, P ( .Ol



TABTE 70

THE REI,ATTOIü¡HIP OF' SIRE$TGTH OF MCTffIEN.S 9 EI{COUN¡GEMEÀIT FOR CONÎINUÏNG
ON I,EVET CIF ITIGH SCHOOI, BOÏS

Occupatíonal
Aspiratlon

Score Strong

No. I
120 . (rz"r)
2n (t0.9¡
2O7 çzl.tl
r59 (22.6'

Strength of Mothers s hcouragenent

Sone - None TotaL

56-72
/+6 - 55

36-tS
0-35

Total

No.

30
æ
86
77

ú
-e.

(u.9)
(Ð.1't
þlr"o')
(:0.4,

(roo)

0 = .1130¡ P( 
"01

150

277

293

236

956

':::.:j:r':

703 (roo) 253

, D/F = 3c X2 = LZ,36s

TABTE 7D

THE NEI,ATTO¡IIHIP OF SME$GIII OF !,ÍÛTTIENS I ENCOURAGEME¡TT FOR CONTINUTNG

I,EVEI OF HTGH SGÍOOI GÏRIf¡
Occupational
Aspiration

Score

56-72
tr6 - 55
36 - trs

o-35
lotal

Strengttr of Motbers r Eneouragenent
Strong Sope - None Total

&.,
5t

25o
200

68

569

d
lo &. dt

lo

tl.n
(3r.r¡
bg.o)
(2i.6)

(roo)

:r6I
331+

307
r37

839

( -9.0) rc($.gl stl
, (35.t) Lo?
(tz.o) 6g

(roo¡ z7o

D/g = 3, 12 = 36.29t c = . 2o36ztp<.oI
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t:

TA.BÍ.E 8A

fiTE NEI.ATIOIISHIP OF NON¡,ÍAI A.S OOI,ÍPANÐ WITH
BROKEI\¡ HO{E STA,ATI0I{S To EDUOATIOI{AL ASPIRATION

IIilTEL OF HTGH SCHOOL BOÍS

Educational
.â,splration

HOME STTUATION

*- ffi -i--*,- rotar.

High 5o5 (59"91 6o (15"o, l¡6t;

Mediu¡n 257 (¡0.¡) 7 ( B"B) Z6t*

Low st ( g"ø, y (r6.e) gL

roral g/+3 (roo) Bo (roo) 94 :

.l
D/r = 2, x2 = !7"95, a =,1.3g1, p ( "ol

i

TABLE 88

Tm REI"A.TIOI{SHIP OF NORI{AI A.S CG,ÍPÁRED tßfiI
BROKEN HOI',IE sIluATIoNs TCI EDUOATIONAt A.SPTRATI0I{

I,EIIEI OF HIGH SCHOOI, GIBIÍ¡

Educatlonal
AspiratJ.on

HÛI,ÍE SITUATTTN

Level 
=--lþrnaf - 

Broken Total_

- 
E---ã-

Hlgh zgj (tø3¡ zlr ßz.g¡ 3og

Medlun Hlgh ZgZ (lS,Ð U bz.g¡ i¡o6
Mediun Low 150 (r9.r) rg (z6"ol :t69

Iot¡ . r

rotat zsj (roo) B (roo) sja

D/r = 3, X2 = 2.04t c = .Qt+g75 N.S.



TABTE 80

THE REI,ATIONT¡HIP OF NON¡-ÍAT A-S COì,ÍPåNEI} hIITH
BROKEN HOME SITU.C,TTONS TO OCCT¡PATIONAL ÀSPIRÂTION

LEI/EI GF IIIGH SCHOOT BOYS

143

Occupational
Aspiration

Seore

56-72
t+6 - 55

36 - t+5

o-35

Total

Occupatlonal
Aspiration

Score

56-72
116 - 55

36 - tç5

o-35
lotaL

TIOME SIN'ATIOI{

Nornal
No. I
]-37 (16,0)

2J+6 lZï"ll
26I (3O.,lr)

:21Å ry
858 (roo¡

, Broken
¿e-

(tz"t*ì

ßo.s¡

(to"s¡

(zi.ol

ro/* (roo)

Sg.
u
32

Total

151

278'

293

w
962

32

26

D/F = 3, X2 =.jtr¡ C = .OZ3I N"So,

TABTE 8D

TIIE REI,ATIONSHIP OF NORMAT A.5 CEE.ÍP4,RED T,IITH

BROKEN HOME SITIIATTONS TO. OCCI]PATIONAü .ASPINATION

' rævnl or Hlc¡t.scHool, cmæ

HOME SIÎUATICIIT

Normal
Ug"
57

309

283

121

770

d
tO

( t.Ll
(¿ro.r)

(:6.s¡

(ts.zl

( g"6l

0tr"ll

ßtr.l)
(zj.o')

TotFL

6r

334

308

L39

No,
l+

25

25

t8

(roo) :

x2 = 4.1o,

(roo) 8/*2 i? :. :,,.

i..' -. "

C = .O7L35 N.S.D/t = 3,
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TABI.E 13

$TE REI,ATIONSITIP OF SIZE OF COMMIINITY OF RESIDE{CE TO SOCIO-ECONOMIC
srATus (s.E.s") or grcn scuooü yoIITH

Slze of Corununlty of Besideùrpe

Low _.. lotal
UQ.

55

D6

92

168 (roo) rsj (roo) tos? (roo) 283

D/t = 6r' y2 = ?ßg.66, g = ,JZg662 p( .01

d
-c-

(rs.i)

(4e.r)

ß2.5)

(roo) r723

TotaIs.E.s.

Hlgh

MediEn

Low

Total

=-far,m-- Less than 2600
[q^ J Ne* -Z-
s4 (rz"r) r39

257 3z"z) z|,o

35o (So"t) tt+

69L (roo) 5tr3

(z¡.6)

(46"0)

(2s.4)

(roo)

296

258

3t

$o"6¡

(t"tr.t)

( s.z\

5r9

765

535

1819js5 (roo)

D/F = /r, ,x2 = i94.16, g = .42229,- P (.01

ÎABIE 14

TIIE RET,ATIONSIIP OT FA?HER¡S OCCUPATIONAI I,EVEt IU SOCTO.ECONOMTC STATUS

I

Fatherts Occupatloqel Status

s.E.s.

Hlgh

Medlun

Low

Total

97 (52.4¡

75 u,o.e)

u,Ð (zz.t)

tr$ Urz.6)

3St+ (15.t)

-

,_ -g¿gq,- Med. High Med. Lor¡ue* % ue- E- --ffi
l.:ot,

.53
.11

/r96

727

500

(62.0)

ßt. j)
( 6.s)

: !:.
tf:-..
i¡.

2

N9.



TABTE 1.5

lHE REIATIONffiIP OF FÀ1HER,!S EDITCATIONAL TEÌ¡EL TO SOCIO-EOONOMIC STATITS(s.E.s.) or urcn scnool TourH

Level of Ïatherts Educational Achievener¡t
, Grade I
" . S.E.S" &Less

-

No, %

Irlgh L/+/+ (t6"4¡ 15, gz.7) 108 (42.e\ 94 $t "Ð 5L5

Medlu¡n 3t+7 (n"il zlrg e,s"zl loo (l,.tr"où 6tt, ßl.o) 7&
Low 

.3rrt 
(t.¿.t) 99 (r9.r) L9 ( g./,) L5 ( g.z) 5zo

roral B?B (roo) ¡L? (roo) zz? (roo) Lß (roo) L7g5

D/r=6rll =26g.33, C="3Ø62s P("01.

.TIIE RE,ATIONSIIIP OF MOTIIER'S EDT'CATIONAT. TEVET 1O SOOIO-ECONOMIC STATTIS(s.E.s.) oF HIGH scnool youml

So¡ne
Ilieh Schoole-No. 1¿

Gradr¡ate
Hieh Schoot*--No. fi

Beyond
Hleh Sc4qol Tota1
No. 1¿

I
:

i¿

TABI.E 16

¡

i 
rt, rt.t,'ti,

,= =tw"l 
o-f M8!b"tts Ed chlevemefrt ,,.,,:,,',,,

Grade8 "Some - 
i,,,.::.i::ì

. s'n's' +sÉ-= glgh Ëc4eqr gåÈeber HlEh schoor rotal i::'..1...No- -fi- &. J- uz- ffi -É;:É¡¡ 
.:,:'''-::.'

High 83 (t2.4¡ y7t (e9.r) zot+ (4s.r) j/+ (n.tr) t;t6

Mediu¡r zj5 Os.z) ze5 e_2.ù r7z (40"6) jz (t*s.ö 76t,

Low 33o (¿g.t) W Q3.6) t+s (rr.3) I ( z.o) 5zs

rotal 66s (roo) &z (roo) te| (roo) u4 (roo) 1808

o/r = 6, x2 = 3}4.2gt Q = .37g5t+t p ( .01



]s2

.,ÎABI.,E 
I.?

TTIE REI,ATTONSITP OF STRENGTH OF.FATIIER'S ENCOURAGN,ÍENT FOR CONTINUÏNGEpucArron ro socro_moNourc silrijl-tõ.;.s:i.äF HreH scnoor youmr

Strenetl of Fatherts Ehcouragenent

Muchs.E. S.

High

MedÍum

Low

Total

e.
362

l+56

2til

LO65

ßtr.o)

(4e.s)

\?3"ù

(roo)

Much
Ns. %

/106 ßt.l)
537 (¿rz.o)

3n- !?6â-

1280 (roo)

D/t=2, X2=

Some - None
NrL %

L{t (zo.l)

293 (trtrl)

Total

509

749

5L6

r774

Total

?o9 (roo)

o¡r \ 2, 58,j'.2t g=.1?911¡ p(.01x2=

ÎABIE ].8
THE RTìI,ATTONSÌIIP OF STRENGTH OF-MOTIIE+IS ENCOTINAGÞ,fENT TOR CONTÏNUING

s. E. S.

High

Medlun

Low

lota1

ffi*
112 (2o.9)

232 (41.ù

I92 (lS.S\

-
536 (roo)

518

769

529

nJ6, C=.12183, p(.Ol

1816



IABLE L9

ÆHE RELATTONSITP OF g$INrC BACKGn0IIND 1O SoCIO-ECONoMIC STATI'S (S.E.S.)
OF HIGH SCHOOI TOTITTT

- . Ethnlc Background

ls3

s.ll. s"

High

Medlun

Low

Total

301 (ltr.ù to (zz,z) 3t

37i U*l.l) 5tr ß6.2\. sl

(zs.tr) t+z (r4.9) roo

(trl.il tzg (trs.Ll t{t

Eglt¿J.slt- Geman lcelan4lo Russian & Other Tqtq¿&- -ft- ue. 3- ue^ J- Ne- E -se. U

1s6 (zt.e¡ y (36.t) 3s (3r.r) rr3 (39.e) tz9

862 (roo) Lt{t (roo) rze (roo) zstr (roo¡ 375 (roo) 1791

n/n = rr,* 
." 

= 63.)? ¡ c =,zole5s p < "oI

(26.6)

(39.r)

ßtr.l)

5Ll+

758

5r9
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TABI,E 2T.

THE R!:I,ATIONSHIP
AS.ÐTRATTON I,EV¡JL

SIZE OF COMMUNITY
HIGH SCHOOI. YOUTH

RESIDENCE TO 1H!; EDUCA'IIONAI
HIGTI SOCIO-ECONOI{IC STAruS

OF
OF

OF
OF

Educational
Aspiration

Level

High

l4ed" High

Med, Iow

Low

Total

No"

lr5

18

$
6-

8/+

Total-

$1.a,
(zt.trl

(tl.,gl

( l"t,
(roo)

(+g.g\

(22"6,

(zo.3l

( 7,zl

207

30

(2t.6)

(ro"z*)

(rz" r)

( i.gì

32r

80

80

33

(roo¡

o/r

2s9 (roo) 5U

= 6, N.2 = 26"28, C = .PÐ56¡ p (.ol

TABTE 22

FATHEN^SI OCCUPATIONAT IEVEI TO THE EDUCATIONAL

lgss than 2500 ?50O or rnore

Ig:. 1¿ No: %

35

TI

6g

32

30

10

r41

lHE RETATIONSHIP OT
ASPIRAAION tEVEt OF HÏGH SCHOOT YOUTH OF IIIGH SOCIO_E@}IO}4IC STATUS

EducatioçaL
Asrriration

I,eve'l

Hish

Iow

Fathers t tional Status

Hígh ,, Med. Hisþ ,No* e¿ Na* ft

9t+ (gr.¡) s6 (s?.8)

9 ( 8.?) L2 (tZ.Z|

-Med. Iow r

Ne. - 1l

rn (zr.a)

67 (zg.z')

Iow , Total
Na- 14 -
37 (67J) 3sB

18 (lz.lj 106

Total 103 (roo¡ 98 (roo) Ðs (roo¡ 55 (roo) /,9L

D/r = 3e X2 = 2f..63rc=.ffi6/r6rP( .01

l.



TABIE 23

THE REI,ATIONSHTF OF I,EVEI OF FATHEN.S ' EDUCATIONAI
EDUCATIONAI A,SPTRATION I.EVEL OF HTGII SCHOOI YOUTH

ECON0I,IIC STATUS

Is6

ACHIEVEMENT TO TIIE
OF HIGH SOCIO.

Educational
Aspiration

_Level

High

Med. High

Med. Iow

Iov¡

Grade I
& less
No. 1¿

6j Q¿,"9)

35 Qtr.vl

30 '(2O"7\

15 (10.¿

u5 (roo)

Sone
Hish Schoo1

!%%
1o5 ßt.0)
23 Q3.9)

30 (r9"3)

7. ( tr.z)

t65 (roo¡

lgval_gf Fathersr Educatlonal Achlevement
Graduate Beyond

Hieh School, Hieh Schooi
þ/"No.%
?2 (67,Jl' 75 (S0.6)

t6 (r5.0) 6 (6.s)
t3 (rz.r) 7 (7.51

107 (roo) % (roo)

6 (s,6') i (s.¿n)

Total

3r7

80

80

33

51.O

Ð/r = 9, x2 = 2J./çoe c = .zr7z1, F(.01

I 
TABLÃ 24

rHE REI,ATIONSHIP OF æ\TEt OF rcflIERS I EDUC,4,TTONAI ACHIEVEMEM TO THE
EDUCATIONAT A.SPIRATION tElTEL OF HIGH SCHOOT TOUTH OF HIGT SOCTO-

ECONOMIC STAruS

EducationaL _revel_gf lbthg¡qr Educational AchievementAsplration eaæ

- 
revel $Jgss= $È_s"!."¿ rlteh sc_4ool Hiãr,"s"t.r rotalNo-, %- Na,. ,4-_ il3_ ffi -':High 3/' (/+o.5) % (sÁi¡ 14.1 m.Ð î @l 3ts

Med. High n (e3.9) T (tg.zJ zj (t2.4¡ z ( l.e> go

Med. ror¡ 2\ (25.o| 30 (ll.lr') 2s (tz.t*l t. ( l.ll g0

ror¡ g (ro.z) rz ( ?_.0) m. ( 5.0) J ß.A, 33

rotar- 8t+ (roo¡ t72 (roo¡ 20L (roo) 55 (roo) 51.2

D/F =9rx2 =3g.11r c=.p6322, p(.oL
tr:i,Ì:r:ì'1
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TABIE 25

THE RETITTIONSHIP OF
ASPIRATION I,EVEL OF

FATI{ERS ! OCCUPATIONAT STATIIS TO T}IE OCCUFATTONAL
HIG!i SCHOOL Y0UTH 0F IIIclt SOGIO.ECONOMIC STATUS

0ccupational
Asplration

Score

56-72

46 -'".55

36-ts
o-35

TotaL

! OccupatÍona1 Status

tg Qt"gl

53 (5o.0¡

27 (Zg.¡\

7, ! 3.6'

106 (roo)

Hlph
No.. %

Med. Hish
Nö. %+

22 (22.9)

l+3 (t¿.9,

ztr Q5 "o)

7 ( t.gl

96 (roo)

D/P=9rx2=

l,led, Iow_
No. %

i2 (tl.trl
88 (lz.o,

75 $t.5¡

Iow Total
d
/o

(; 81

(rs.5¡ 1-9/+

(¿*o.s) r/*s

(25.9) 7r

32qÇ4, A =

N".

I
10

22

l/+

5tr

.25OO3,

(roo¡

P (.0L

lr3 (rg.r)

238 (roo) /r9/,

THE NEI,ATIONSHIF
ASPIRATION IEVEI

IABI.E 26

FAÎHER^9I EDUCATIONAL
HIGTI SCHOOL YOUTH OF

ACIIIEVEMENT TO THE
HIGH SOCTO-ECONOMIC

OCCUPATIONAL
STAN'S

0¡'
OF

Occupational
Aspiration

Score

__JSvet of f"lherst gducatfunal Achleveraent ____ ,r.,

Grade I Sone Graduate Beyond ,.Ì,
& less Ulg! :glool High Schoot High School_ Total ..,_ -a-_- 

r_-,1No. É I*. % _&.- _E_ N;l ø -
;,'*, ; ,'- ; ,rt^ ; ,r". sl
/,t (2s"51 60 (zO.ü io (t6¡y /+6 (tit.s| L97 

i..56 (:4.9¡ 55 bl.il z? (zj.o) 27 (zt.Ð ß5 i:.'.

3r (zt..j) 2r (rz.e) 10 ( g.Ð I ( B.z) 70

U), (roo) L6to (roo) 108 (roo) 97 (roo) 5r3

56 -'lz
/*6 - 55

36 - /,5

o-35

Total

D/F = 9, x2 = Z5.t+o t c = .z]ZzJ., p (.ol
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TÁBIE 28

THE REUITTONSHIP OF SIZE OF COMMUNITT OF PARENÎAL RI'SIDENCE Tþ
THE I.q. 0F HIGH SCHOOT yOItTH

r.Q.

Over !20

111 - 120

91 -1r0

Jrgl]n- Less tt-:an {00 qoo - 2600
Ns* 3- Ne- -T- ffi-
66 (u,r) z9 (tl"l') 3L (r5"r)

99 (t6,6) tno (r9,0) 57 (ez.s)

325 (5tr"5) uo (52"t¡ st, (4r.0)

9o & under to6 (1?.B) 32 (L5"a) 33 (t6.r)

No,*

r28

w
t73

29

(zl.z)

(e9,s)

þ6"8)

Tota_l

251+

336

702

190( 6.2)

rotal 596 (roo) e11. (roo) zoj (roo) tito (roo) rl+sz

D/î=go x2=115.19, c=.26gj5, p<.01

ii.r': r:i-::-,:
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' jl'IÎÁBLE 30

-THE RETATIONSHÏP OF TATHIIR*S' OCCUPATIONA"Û STATUS TO THE
OT HIGH SCHOOT TOUTTI

r.8.

161

Fatherl s Occupational Status

r.Q.

Over 120

111 - 1æ

9r - 110

90 & under

lotal

'53 Urt.+) '32

32 (25.O) /r5

37 12S"9) . 56

6 ( tr.l) 5

('23.2) tz9

ß2.6) L93

(¿0.6) /¡56

( 1.6) L3z

tow Total
No. %

'z? (u.z) z/+J

s6 (ztn.z) 326'

t:-t/+ (+g,tr) 66t

3/+ (ttr.l) l77

High_ Med" Hieh Med. Low
No. 1¿ No. % No" T

(ttr.z)

(zt"z)

( 5o.r)

(ttu.l)

(roo) L38 (roo) 9to (roo¡ 23L (roo)

D/t=9, X2=93.63, t=:ptg?g, p<.01
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TABIE 35

THE REI,ATIONSHIP OF STRENGTH OF MOTHEF^s ' ENCOURAGE}4ENÎ trUR CÛNTINUING
EDUC,ATION TO THE OCCUFATIONAL ASPTRATION TEVET OF HIGH SGIOOL YOUIÍI'

!üITH HIGII I.8.

Occupational - , Strength-of MoÈersr Encouragggg*
Aspirati-on

Level Much So¡oe - None Total'ñ;--7' ñ;--T-, i---,

56 - 72 tr, Qtr.zl Lj (r9,r)

/,6 - jj g5 U,6.sl 18 (26.j)

36 - lrj /*L (?2.j| ztþ (ls"ll

o - 35 11 ( 6.0) 13 (rg.r)
rT

rotal 182 (roo) 68 (roo)

D/t=3rX2 =1?.50, C= n25fl8àrp (.01

58.

103

6;,5

u

250

i....-;.




