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CHAPTER 1
THE RED RIVER COUNTRY IN 1810 - 1811

Introduction

In 1811 the Hudson's Bay Trading Company granted in
fee simple to Thomas Douglas, Fifth Eerl of Selkirk, its
largest single shereholder, a huge area of land at the geo-
metrical centre of the North American continent. It was to
be known 2s the Assiniboia Grant and covered an area of
116,000 square miles of the fur trading wilderness of Rupert's
Land, the cOmmércial'empire of the Hudson's Bay Company.

Since 1802 and his reading of Alexander Mackenzie's descrip-.
tions of the American Dorth country in his "Voyages from
Montreal through the continent of North America e'l:c.":L
Selkirk had hoped to divert part of the flood of British
emigrents going to the United States or Upper Canada to the
interior plains of British-controlled North America,

The outlines of the area granted to Selkirk for his
third colonisation2 venture are shown in Figure 1., Its
.eastern boundary followed the canoe route through from Rainy

River and Winnipeg River to Lake Winnipeg, continuing north

Liew York, 1802.

ZSeLKirK had carried out earlier colonisation schemes in
Prince Edward Island and Upper Canada.

1
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isoletion from the settled areas of North Americe. These two
factors made it certain that it would be difficult to find
any sizeable market for agricultural products elther in Burope
or in North America. The high value, low pulk furs that had
so Tar been the commercial staple of the region could stand
the high transport costs to market but it should have been
clear to even The most enthusiastic supporters of the colony
nat egriculturalproduce could not. There were two main
routes of access, both of them waterways through virtually
uninhabited, inhospitable Shield country. The first one, the
north-south, Lake Winnipeg - Hayes River route led to Hudson
Bay end the strategic post of York Fectory and s sea route o
Europe that was closed to sailing vessels fdr most oi the year.
The second line of penetration was from the east, the canoe
route of the voyageurs, a complex of river transport, lake
travel and portages that linked Teke Winnipeg and the Red River
Valley with Lake Superior at the crand Portage or Fort Keminis-
tiguia and thence with the populated areasof Upper Capada and
the St. Lewrence lowlend. On the west the Assiniboine and
Qu'Appelle Valleys and farther north the Saskatchewan merely
opened up trails and water routes to further great expanses
of unsettled wilderness.

Before considering the geographical development of the
small colony begun under the direction of Lord Selkirk, it is
necessary to provide a prief sketch of the Red River country

on the eve of colonisation. The first part of this sketch
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will summerise some of the features of the natural setting of
the area, It is beyond the scope of this study to attempt a
description of the vhysical geograpV of the whole of Assini-
boia, so particular attention will be placed on the Red River
lowland section of it, especially the area around the junction
of the Red and Assiniboine. This was the site of the initial
agricultural settlement and is the centre of interest through-

out the thesis.

Physical Features

Relief:- The Red River lowlend is & level, largely
featureless plain, the former bottom ol pro-glacial Leke
Agassiz, conspicuous for the absence of major relisf features,
Only in the immediate banks of the streams de. a few adjacent
meander scars and, out on the plains, a number of gravel ridges
and keme moraines , break up the general monotony of the flat
plain. The plain dips gently northward et the rate of about
bne foot per mile. However, the area 1is not without micro-
relief features. In the immediate vicinity of the Red and
Assiniboine the land rises gently upwards to the crests of
subdued river levees. Back from the rivers tne Iflat prairie
is diversified by minor, often parallel, swell and swale fea-
tures, barely perceptible to the naked eye.

Drainage:- The Red River and its tributaries formed
the central spine of Selkirk's Assiniboia Grant. Across its

centre the Red meanders northward in & fairly pronounced trench,



entering Lake Winnipeg through a large marshy delté, the nest-
ing ground for multitudes of wild fowl. South of the delta
the calm flow of the Red is interrupted by a barrier oif dolo-
mitic limestone that forms a series of shallow rapids, known
to the fur traders as the Sault a la Biche or Pelican Ripple
OR GRAND RAFIDS )
(later 5t. Andrew's Eapld%). The subdued barrier of the nat-
ural river levees hcs combined with the extreme flatness of
the terrain to preﬁent the development of effective drainage.
Until the fairly recent initiation of srtificial drainage,
the paradox of a large entrenched river within an i1ll-drained,
often swampy plain prevailed. FParticularly after the spring
melt, the Red River lowland. was a morass of mud and water,
_diffiéult to travel across, and only during a hot, dry summer
did the low lying sections of it compléteiy dry out. Alexander
Henry-tbe Younger, an astute observer of geographical dirfer-
ences in the Red Hiver Valley, has an excellent description
of 1ts condition during the wet summer of 1806:

"The scil is a stiff black mold, through which The rain
does not soon penetrate; but when it is once thoroughly
soaked, the water cannot drain off as it does in more
elevated pleins. In many places we Iound several feet

of water; every little hollow formed a pond, and every
rivulet appeared like & river."l '

lElLiot Coues (ed.), New Light on the Rarly History of the
Greater Northwest: The Manuscript Journalg of Alexander
Henry and oi Devid Thompson, L799-1814, I, (New York, 1897),
p. 285. Also lbid., pp. 2l2-3213, May 24, 180%: "We found
much water in the plains® and May 31, 180%: Y"lhere was TOO
much water on the plains for our horses to proceed.”
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"From the Forks of Assiniboine River to Dead River [ Netley
Creek], the distance is computed to be 40 miles....the
woods deepen as you approach the Lake [ Winnipeg] but

from the Settlement to the Limestone Quarry [at the Grand
Rapids ] about 20 miles the woods are about a mile in
depth, in Bays they are more and at Points the plains

run to the river....Some of these Points are extremely
beautiful....such as Limestone Quarry, Image Plain,

Ferry [Frog?] Plain."; -

Similariy another visitor to Red River, W. H. Keating
commented on the riparian forests upstream from the Forks in
1823

“Sometimes the prairies approach to the edge of the water,
but generally there is a line of woods which extends
along the banks, on a breadth of from fifty yards to half
a mile, This consists, near the margin of the river, of

a thick growth of willow, next to which comes cotton-wood,
and higher on the bank, aspen, bass, elm, oak, etc."2

The local margins of this riverine complex seem
likely to have been controlled by drainage and to an inestim-
able extent by prairie fires, a regular occurrence in thé fall
of the year.  Away from the rivers the lighter, better drained
soils of the north-south treﬁdihg kame moraines to the east
of Red River supported stands of conifers ("the pine hills“),3
oak and poplar}while the intervening ahd surrounding long-'

grass prairie was frequently dotted with scattered and

Lselkirk Papers (afterwards S.P.), 65, pp. 17, 347-12, 348,
Colin Robertson's Journal, July 15, 1815,

-ZW. H, Keating, Narrative of an Expedition to the Source of
the St, Peter's River, Lake Winnipeg and Lake of the #oods.
etc. (London, 1825), II, p. 58. -

5Ross, Red River Settlement, p. 13.
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isolated clumps of aspen poplar and willow, the wilets de
bois" of French terminology, the #bluffs" of later observers,t
Faunar~ At the time of the Tirst Buropean colonisation,
the woodlands and prairies of the Red River Valley were home
to a veriety of wildlife, including buffalo, moose, bear, deer,
elk, wolf, fox, wolverine, beaver, raccoon, fisher, mink,
otter, muskrat and marten. They formed the most important
exploited rescurce of the area, Each of the above animels
was shot or trapped for its pellt or meat or both by native
Indians, half-breecs and Buropean and Cenadian traders. These
items provided the only marketable proéueté of the Red River

country during the carly years of the nineteenth century.

The rivers and lakes teemed with & diversity of fish. Stur-

1 . s}

geon was the most importent of the river fish and whiterl]

)
|_,)

2

ish,
especially in the autumn,were teken from northern lakes in
large numbers., Multitudes of ducks and geese nested in the
lakes, deltaic mershes snd swampy prairies of the region.
They added to the varied food resources the Red River country

provided

BEconomic Geozraphy

Following the first entry of European man into the

region during the 1730's the economy of the region had been

1 L. J. Burpee, (eo., Journsls  and Letters of La Vérendrve
and His Sons (Loronto, 1927), p. 485 L. R. Masson, Les
Bourgeois de la Compagnie du Nord- ouest (Wew York, 1960).

I, p. 269
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dominzted by the fur trade. The search for the Western Ocean
had brought explorer-traders into the Winnipeg Bzsin but it
was the pursuit of furs that had determined them to stay.
Since the last decade of the eighteenth century the fur trade
had been characterised by the intense and heated rivalry of
the North West Company out of Montreal and entering tre area
by the cance route from Lake Superior and the Hudson's Bay
Company moving inland from their various posts on the Bay.

In the organisation of the traders the drainage bzsin of the
Red was divided into two departments, the Upper Red River

District of the Assiniboine and the Lower Red River District
of the Red River Valley.l
The fur posts of the various trading orgsnisations
were the most important and chearacteristic expressions of
tols economy in the landscape. Most of these posts had
river-oriented sites. The water courses were the main lines
of movement and transportation, =a valuable source of fish and
the woodland concentrated on their banks provided natural
shelter and timber Tfor fuel and building needs. It was the
rivers that integrated the whole region and along which the
essential items of tbe'fur trade moved - furs and skins,

iplains - provisions* and FEuropesn trade goods. Within the

I

system the posts, each with its hinterland, were

the centres at which the Indians marketed their pelts and

lA. S. Morton, A H
Y

(Toronto, 1939),

istorv of the Canadian VWest to 1870-71
D. 451-438

13
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to which increasingly in the prairie region, they brought
the spoils of the hunt. The posts were also the distribution

centres for trade goods. As the Indians were the most impor-

tant recipients of manufactured goods and the chief hunters

and trappers, the trading pocts were particularly concentrated

at the seasonal assembly points of the Indian bands. "The
nosts became part of the complex of site and tra and water
route which supported the indian mode of life.“l They clust-
ersd especially at the junctions of the mesin river advan-
tageous sites for meintaining extra-regionzal contacts -- at
the Pembina with the Red, the Souris with the Assi niboine”
and the Qu'Appelle with the Assiniboine. In 1810 the North

£

West Company had secured the stretegic site at the Forks of
the Red and the Assinibcoine by building Fort Gibraltar,
the first importent trading establishment there since la

Verendrye's Fort Rouge.*

l‘ L. Morton, "The Significance of Site in the Settlement of

tne American and Cenadisn Wests®, Agricultural History, 1951,
. 98.

b

For a recent study of the Souris mouth forts see A, E. Brown,
“The Fur Trade Posts of the Souris-Mouth Area,” Papers Read
Before the Historicel and Scisntific Scciety of Manitoba,
Series I1III, Number 17, 1960-1961 (Winnipeg, 1964), pp. 7891,

3 i , Fo foce o s
See W. Douglas, "New Lizht on the 01d Forts of Winnipeg,"
Pepers Rezd Before the Historlcal and 5c entific Society of
Manitoba, Series III, No., 11, 1936, pp. 40-89,

\7"‘7'

.A.J\.



15

After the abandonment of the posts of the French at
the time of the British conquest of New France, the "pedlarsH
and the Northwesters had been the pioneer traders in the areé
but since the early 1790's they had been steadily and persise
tently matched, post for post, by the Hudson's Bay men moving
inland from York Factory snd Fort Albany. The clustering of
two or three or even more posts in one general location was
often the outcome of this intense competition, as traders
Jostled for supremacy. Thus, for example, John Macdonell of
the North West Company writing of the Souris mouth area in
1795: “There were five different oppositions built here last

winter, all working against one another,"l Being close to-

gether, each could keep.a close surveillance on the activities
of others and hope to intercept the fur supplies of his rivals.
A few of the trading posts were sturdy settlements of some
permanence but the majority were transient, flimsy structures
that were moved and relocated for a variety of reasons -- the
strong competition of a rival, the changing habits of the local
Indians or the decline of a loeal resource (timber, game, or
fur bearing animals), Alexander Henry, writing in 1806, noted
the impermanence of the trading posts of the region: 4The
gentlemen of the N.W. Co, are so fond of shifting their build-
ings that a place is scarcely settled before it is thrown up

2
and planted elsewhere,*

1

L. R. Masson, Les Bourgeois, I, p. 294.

R0oues, New Light, I, pp. 298-299.
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The same writer provides an explanation for the abandonment
of Pine Fort on the Assiniboine, wihere it cute througir the sand
ills of the Upper Assinibeine delta. #Here we had an estab-
lishment for sgeversl years, but from the scarcity of wood,
provisiong, and other eircumstances, it was abandoned Q794
and built higher up river, where the settlement is now, at Riv-
iere la Souris.“l The abéndoned, decaving posts formed notice-
able relict features in the riverine landscape. John Macdonell,

velling westward in aboult 1797 to tie Qu'Avpelle remarks
that "all zlong the Assiniboil River may be sSeen the vestiges
of meny commericel settlements, several of wiich claim an
ancient date.”m

Judged by the number of posts the Assinibeine Valley
was much the more importaent of the two Red River departments,
It was the chief arterial thoroughfare to the west and led
to the important fur bearing territory of the timbered, well
watered hills and intervening valleyvs of the Menitoba escarp-
. e

ment, which carried the wooded fur country of tie north deep

into the grassy plains. The Assiniboine Valley was nicely

(@)
el

poised between gressland and Iforest, between the parklands

and coniferous forests to the north and west, and the prairies
of tihe Souris plains to the scuth, where the buffalo rosmed

in countless numbers. John Macdonell differentisted between

lxbig; , D.

Ay

6

2L. R. Masson, Les Bourgeois, I, p. 270.
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the plzins posts on the lower Qu'Appelle River 2t which
"provisions are their chief returns® and Fort de 1le Riviere

Iremblante “with temporery posts esteblished zbove it" on

the Upper Assiniboine, tapping the Duck and Riding Mountain

5

areas, which "furnisr most of the beaver znd otter in the

-t

=

{(Uvper) Red River returns.*
The Red River lowlands had never been 2 rich fur
preserve but e variety of enimel pelts were still being taken
out of the valleys of the Red znd the Assiniboine during the
first decade of the nineteenth century.g The shipments from
the differgnt posts varied with local environmental conditions
and resources. The post a2t qutage la Prairie accounted for
a large share of the muskrats digpatched from the Lower Red
River District, teken from the Delta marsies on the soutrern
shoreline of Lake Manitoba and the nearby Netley marshes of
the Red River delta area.3 The importance of tie Pembina
Mountains (Heir Hills) for bears (especially grizzlys) is
reflected in the greater collection of bear skins at the
Pembina post.4 This same post was also the centre of a local

trade in maple sugar, made each spring, and salt.

ZFor the returns at the Lower Red River Depertment, 1800-1808,
see Coues, New Light, I, pp. 184, 198, 221, 245, ©59, 28l, 422,
440,

5Ibid., p. 291

%1bid., pp. 181, 422.
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However, the furs being teken from the Red River Valley
at thics time were more or less the last remnsnts of = trade
thet had been going on witr little in terruption since tre
1730's. As far as the fur trade was concerned, by tihe second
decade of tie nineteenth century the Red River lowland was
widely recognized as exhsusted and worn out. Bishop Froven-
cher's statement of 1818 summarises the situation:

"Red River is by no me2ns a plsce for trade. There are
no furs here. The largest trade would be in buffalo
robes, but the Companies do not take them....All that
the North Weet Company and Hudson's Bay Company obtain
from this area is provisions, wirich consist of dry meats,
for their voysgeurs along the route to their scattered
poste in the North and elsewhere.“l

Provencher's placement of the Red River Valley in
the overall economy of the fur trede of the Northwest is
~essentiaily correct. "It was its buffelo plains rather than
its fur forests that mede the Red River country significant
to the fur traders in 1812.W The posts on the edge of the
buffelo country, from Pembina 1 irouop to the Souris mouth and

the lower Qu'bAppelle were primerily supply posts, the collect-

ing and distribution centres for “vlains-provisions,® the

lG. L. Nute (ed s Relating to Northwest Miscsions,

.), Documen
1815-1&2 7 (st. Paal 1e42), p. 141. Similer comments in E.
Ellice, A4 harratlve of OCCUfIc ices in the Indian Countries
of North America (London, 1817), pp. 6-7 and United Kingdom,
Papers Relsting to the Red River Settlement: 1815-1819 (Lon-
don, 1819), p. 4.

ZM. A, MacLeod end W. L. Morton, Cuthbert Grant of Grantown
(Toronto, 1963), p. 13.
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part of the canoe route both eastward and westward moving

-

brigades were loaded up with bags of pemmicazn, From the

L

same post furs were carried to the St. Lawrence ports =nd

thence to the FEuropean merkets.

Agzriculture:- Agriculture, in the form of gardens
attached to some of the tradiﬁg poste, was zlso present in
the Red River country in 1810, though as compared with hunt-
ing, fishing and fowling it contributed but & emall propor-
tion of thne food of the population. The French explorer-trader
hed no doubt practised & little agriculture at their posts
in the Winniveg Besin during the 1740's, just as they had
cultivated Indian corn &t Fort St. Charles on Leke of th
Woods, but the record is silent on this matter. With tre
entry of the traders of the North West Company and Hudson's
Bay Company into the area it is known that agriculture defini-
tely became established, though in a minor way. Its origins
cen probably be traced to the initistive of individusl *reders
interested in working the land snd lcokin ng for sometiing to
pass away the leisure hours of long Red River summer evenings
The garden produce added much needed variety to a monotonous
diet consisting almost entirely of meat and fish, =2nd helped

to reduce the distress occasioned by eny failure of the hunt.

The husbandly carried on by %these fur trsde emplcyees was not
field agriculture conducted with & plough 2nd draught animals

but & form of gardening -- small, roughly cleared plote carved

20

out of the prairie or stream-side woods and worked by rudimentary



hend tools. Potatoes were probably the main crop but a ver-
iety of vegetables and a little grain (Indian corn and oats)
were slso grown. Prairie grasses were cut for hey =nd cried

for winter feed for the horses stabled at the D sts It was

elso used zs a thatching meterial.

-l

Tt is impossible to say Jjust when and where &zr riculture

originated in the Red River lowland The North West traders
had o garden at Portage la Prairie at least as early as 1801,
for Alexander Henry had obtained seed potatoes from that
source in the cspring of 18 2.2 Four years later Henry des-
cribed tre Yexcellent garden, well stocked with potatoes, car-

rots, corn, onions, parsnips, beets, turnips, etc., all in
forwardness and good order' at the Portege post, aéding tnat
becsuse of the dry sandy soil there the melons and potatoes
aid not vield so well as at his Pembina gardens.5 The most

complete znd detailed record of this fur post agriculture is

t—h

fourd in Henry's Journal, kept &t his Pembina post from 1800

to 1808. As recorded in this journal Henry had astonishing

success as a gardener, both in the returns

]

and

0
o
®
oM
Q
ey
-
0]
<
(D
o

he diversity of his crops. Potatoes, cabbeges, turnips, car-

€9

n

rots, parsnips, beets, squashes, radishes, peas, cucumbers,

&£ Tt

lCouev, New nglt, I, p. 4k4 “AU@. Zlst, 1807.....HY men
were Just finishing ovr hay - 3,000 bunc Weu, of about 15
pounds each.".....Sept. 19th ”I ewployod a1l my men to build
a large. steble, to contain 50 horses

R1pid., p. 197, also Ibid., p. 212.

oL

SIpid., p. 291.
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melons, along with Indian corn and oats are listed as *the

diverse products of his gardens. In 1804, for example, Henry
claimed to have harvested 1,000 bushels of potatoes, 40 hushels

of turnips, 25 bushels of carrots, 20 bushels of beets, 2
‘bushels of parcsnips, 10 bushels of cucumbers, 10 buchels of
Indisn Corn, five bushels of sguashes, two bushels of melons
and 500 cabbages, Henry was probably the Tirst person to

plough as =gainst hoe the touzh Cenadisn prairie cod. In

Q

April 1808 the blaclsmith =zt Pembins was meking a plowesha

Y

end in May Henry tells us that he "began to plow for sowing.®
Further north, the North West Company also had a *well
cultivated farm® 2t Bss de la RlVlere with “fields of harley,
beas, ozts, and potatoes.® In W. L. Morton's view this is
likely tre "oldest continuously cultivated land in Manitoba“.5

Pl

The Hudson's Bey men had also realised the benefits of farming.

Williem Yorstone's Journal, kept at Brandon House from 1810

m

to 1811, notes the planting of cabbages, melong, cucumbers

1_/;_

and onions and the harvesting of 458 kegs of potatoes.

>

variation on this form of agriculture was
that carried cut by the Canadisn freemen, discharged employees

of the fur companies who chose to remain in the Northwest with

W. L. Morton, Manitoba: A History (Toronto, 1957), p. 42.

; ©2, pp. 16,300 - 16,542, William Yorstone's Journal.



their families. OSome of them cultivated potatoes and vege-
tables ot certain favoured locations, such as at the Forks of
the Red and Assiniboine, =2nd sold part of their produce to
The treders snd freemen were not the only cultivators
of the soil. The southern boundary of the Assiniboia Grant
passed just north of whet is normally considered thenorthern
1limit of Indian agriculbture in the Great Plains region. At
the time of the first Buropean contact witi: the Indians, the
northern limit of sgriculture in tihat area is thought to have
been & he Knife River villeges of the Hidatsa Indians at

2 o s
about 47 degrees and %0 minutes. Here the Hidatseas, along

with their villege dwelling neighbours, the Mandans an

O

Arikaras, cultivated a rich veriety of crops -- Indian corm,
beans, sguashes, pumpkins, melons, sunflowers and tobacco, 1in
the river bottoms of the Upper Missouri country. In the for-

3

ested Shield country between Leke Superior and the ezstern

edze of the prairies of the Red River Valley, the Ojibwa or

=

Szultesux Indizns lived largely by hunting, fishing and the

of wild rice from the numercus rivers and lek S.

ERY o
gatiie ring

5

42 Marcel Giraud,

lW. I,. Mcrton, Manitoba: A History, D
L] ’ '):7

Le M8%tis Canadien (Paris, 1945), p. 271,

2 } . . . .. .
G. F. Will, *Indian Lgriculture at ites Northern Limits in

the Great PlajnH Region®, 20th Internztional Congress of
Americanists (Rio De Jonelro, 1922), pp. 202-205.




There was, however, & 1little sporadic agricuiture throughout
this area. The fur trader Daniel Hermon writes in his Journal
that fthe Sauteux, who remain about the Leke of the Woods, now
begin to plant Indisn corn and potatbesﬁwhich grow well,“l
and by 1820 there is evidence that the Indians of the Red
Leke and Upper Mississippl area were planting corn.2 Olibwa
agriculture reached its westernmost limits at Netley Creek,

wnere “the Great Plains began®™, on the edge of the Red River

delta. It is known that since at lezst 1806 the Saulteaux

had plented Indiean corn and potatoes there, a favourite
. - b} Sl o - 5 A A g T J Y
summer camping ground and fishing base. cecoruling to 4001

Tanner, & wirite men living and travelling with the Indizns,
the Saultesux had besen introduced to the possibilities of

st.4 It was the only

A

farming by an Ottawa Indian from the e
agriculture in the Red River country not closely linked to the
fur posts, but it was on & small scale and probebly not main-

tained every yeer. AT one point Tanner states that "we

lw. K. Lemb (ed.), Sixteen Years in the Indisn Country, The
Journal of Daniel Willisms Harmon 1800-1816 (Toronto, 1957)
p. 211,

2, o . s ,
G. F. Will snd G. E. Hyde, Corn Among the
Upper Missouri (St. Louis, 1917), p. 298, N

- A
SJohn Tenner, & Narretive of the Captivity and Adventures of
John Tamnner During Thirty Years Residence Among the Indisans

In the Interior of North America. (Minneapolis, 1956), pp.
167-168, 171, 190, 203; Coues, New Light, I, pp. 280-281, 11,
p. 448; S.P., 1, op. 176-177, Selkirk's Instructions to Miles
Macdonell, 1811y Ibid., 65, p. 17,381, Colin Robertson's
Journal, Aug. 18, 1815; Giraud, Le Metis Capedien, p. 51, note
1; "“Diary of Nicholag Gerry,"Transactions of the Royal Society
of Cansda, VI, Section IT, 1900, p. 135.

4Tanner, Nerrative, p. 171l. The Ottawa Indians cultivated corn
in the Georgian Bay area.
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sterted to come to an island called Me-Nau-Zhe-taw-Naun, in
the Leke of the Woods, where we had concluded to plent corn,
instesd of our old fields at Dead River (lietley Creek].’
Livestock, though few in number, were glso present
at the trading posts. Horses of the smzll Spanish veriety,
essentisl for travel and the hunt, were kept 2t most posts
end, of course, were zn essential part of the nomedic life of
the Pleéins Indians, It would seem that at the time of the
formation of tre Selkirk Colony the North West traders at Tort
le Souris on the Assiniboine had a small herd of cattle, for
in 1813 the settlers were able to purchase 2 bull end two
cows from them. The cock and two hens thet Alex ander Henry

hed brought from Fort Willism to Petdlna in the summer of

D

i~

1807 had become a small flock of 18 by the following summer.
However, the proplems involved in bringing livestock into the

otential sources of supply (Burope, Canada

Sy he

Northwest from

e

snd the United States) nad certainly kept numbers, spert from
horses, to & minimum.

Lgriculture in the Cenadizn West probably had its
orizing during the fur trade yeers o the eighteenth century.
It would, however, be a mistake to overemphasise the impor-
tonce of agriculture in The area of what was Tto become
Aesiniboie. But that the fur traders and others had tested

the possihilities of the seil by The early years of the

Coues, New Light, I,. bDb. 428-429, 421, 4308.



o

‘nineteenth century was significant for future developments.
Firstly, the success of fur post agriculture had cdemonstrated
that a wide variety of crops, if only on a small scale, and

in the immediate vicinity of the mein rivers, could be culti-
vated in the valleys of the Red and the Assiniboine. It meant,
secondly, that a small but basic stock of seeds and domestic-

sted animels could be found &t the several nuclei of agricul-

1"‘11

ture., Thirdly, the failure of the crops in certain years had

pointed un the fact that tillage undertsken in the midst of

a wilderness and in mid-continental environment could not

o

be carried on without a degree of risk and uncertsinty. In

1805 drought and heat had reduced the volume of Henry's crops

at Pembiﬂal end three years later clcouds of the Rocky Moun-
grasshopoers (Melanoplus syretug) appeared from tioe

south 2nd destroved most of the vegetables in his gzardens.

lack of detailed knowledge =bcut environmental conditions on

1

the prairies, there hzd been encugh successful harvests at

v

the various trading posts #in the interior of the country®,
to enccurage the fur compenies tc devise plecs for its
extension. Roth the North West and Hudson's Bsy Companies

were ready to extend the size of existing cultivated plots

Ihid., p. 267, Oct. &, 1805: "Men finished gatiering pota-

. ?
toes, but the crop has feiled owing to toe excessive heat,
which scorched everything early in the sesson. I had only
400 bushels.”
Ibid., pp. 430-421. Also Ibid; p. 39.
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or %o introduce asgriculture at postswhere it was not already
practised. The English Company was willing to go much further
han its rivals, however, in sponsoring agriculturel develop-
“ment. Central to thelr strategy was the esteblishment of an
agricultural colony in the Red River Valley.:L The reorgznisa-

-

tion of the Hudson's Bay Compaeny in 1810-1811 clearly recog-

L

U

the need for cultivation in Rupert's Land and stressed

j@

nised

the necescity of reducing the volume of foodstuffs imported

From Europe. The movement of the fur Irontier intolthe rich

Athabasca River region snd to the edge of the Mackenzie Valley,

the multiplication of trading posts and the resulting rise in
P

the number of fur trade servants during the period of fierce

competition witi the Northwesters, 28 well =g the lengthening

[©)]

lines of transportztion of tihe boat brigades, had begun o

place a vere strain on local supplies of food a2nd compelled
the Compeny to incresse its purchases from outside. It

the desire to cut down the cost of importing provisions from
Englend and the need to stebilise and cheepen the supply ol
foodstuffs for their servants involved in the inlend trade,
which lay beﬂlna the plens of the Hudson's Bay men to extend
their agricultural operations in Rupert's Land.

The crestion of Assiniboia, besides satisfying the
9y

personal aims and ambitions of Lord Selkirk to settle lendless

A. 3. Morton, “The Place of the Hed River Settlement in the
Plane of the Hudson's Bay Co., 1812-1825," Annual Beport of
the Cansdisn Historical A05001uu10n 19 ?9 p. 103-109.
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British pessants in the interior of North Americe, was meant
to strengtien the competitive position of the Hudson's Bay
Company in its bitter =nd prolonged struggle with tie North-
westers. Selkirk's Colony, focused. on the Forks of the Hed
end the Assiniboine, gradually supplanted Bas de la Riviére
and the provisioning posts on the Asgsiniboine end tire Red as
the pivot arcund which the trade of the Northwest turned. The
new settlement, with its succession of posts at tie Forks,
became the cruciel supnly centre for both agricultural produce
and "plains-provisicns®, the former contributed larzely by
European farmers, trne latter by metis hunters, until by the
mid 1820's it had begun to assume the provisioning functions
of the posts in the Red River country. The formetion of &an
agricultursl colony in Assiniboia augmented and consclidated

the food supply role of the Red River Valley in tiae life and

I

economy of the western plains.

The Compsny hoped that other berefits might ensue Irom

o

the presence of a sedentary agricultu 1 population at Red
River. The colcny could be used as a source of valueble man-

power and might well beccme & convenient home for fur trade
servents and treir families retiring from service end yet

unwilling to return to Europe.



RED RIVER SETTLEMENT

1812 - 1827
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and Ireland end hoped to play his part in relieving it by
providing en asylum for some of them at his North American
colony. Emigratiocn from these areas was not & new thing and
the migrents to Red River were pert of the general exodus
from the Scottish Highlands end Ireland which took thelr peo-

vles to 81l parts of North América. The movement to Selkirk's

ky

colony was specifically connected with the conversion by many
of the Scottish landowners of much of the Highlends into
sheep country and the resultant displacement from their hold-
ings of meny small tenant farmers.

1

There were three main parties of ‘emigrants from
Britain to Red River, arriving there in 1812, 1814 &nd 1815,2
and all approached the colony from & northerly direction,
via Hudson's Bay, York Factory and the Hayes River route. The
first party was the most varied and the leest satisfactory.

It included recruits from the Scottish Highlande, the Scottish

stern Irish-

™

Islands (Tiree and Mull) as well as a number of
men recruited from County Sligo.3 An unruly and undisciplined

body, few of them faced the pioneering life with any great

lS.P.j%p. 650, Selkirk to Macdonell, June 12, 1813,

0

The 18 Irish and Scottish labourers who accompanied Macdonsll
to Red River in 1812 came ag servants and not as colonists, ®
N )

teke possession of the land and prepare the way for later ar—
rivals.

5Opinions 25 to the size of this party differ. J. P. Pritchett,
The Red River Valley 1811-1849, A Regional Study (Toronto,

12y, p. 95, gives a total of 7 W. L. Morton, Manitoba:
A hlcuory (T01onto, 1857) » 46, zives the number of settlers

1.
as 120, "with an unknown DU¢A\ fXOLEH.End children.®
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enbhbcngh It wa

O]

> not until the arrival of the first party
of Kildonan séttlers in 1814 thet the settlement received its
first colonists wro were anxious to bresk and win the land
for agriculture.l During 1813 Selkirk hed wisely narrowed
his field of recruitment and most of the arrivals of both
1814 2nd 1815 were from the parish of Kildonan, Sutherleand-
shire, in Scotland's extreme north, where in 1813, the Scot-
tish clzarances had been at their most e:\t‘treme.:’2 After an

abortive attemopt at rebellion and protests to London, some of

that thev mignt move to his colony in North America, where
they would =zgain be able to farm their own lands. Th
varty of Kildonan settlers, 83 in number, cet out in 1813
but wae forced to winter st Churchill =nd did not arrive at
the colony urtil June of the following year. The arrival of
s further 14 or 15 Sutherlanders later in 1814 brought the
number of colonists at Red River to sbout 200. In tihe late

-

£811l of 1815 the second substantial party of Sutherleanders,

o
R

totalling 84 arrived, the last groups of immigrants from
Britain. They joined the 45 or 50 settlers who had returnsd

from Jack River at the northern end of Lake Winnipeg, after

-ty

the first destruction of the colony by tre Northwesters in 1815.

t

During the first four years of the colony's existence pernans

00 persons had arrived

15 p. 4, pp. 1194-1195, Macdonell to Selkirk, July 25, 1814

2See, . Feirhurst, "The Survey of

161%-1820%, Scottish Studies, VIII,
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old waysg, they soon lezrnt to be fairly adecuate
fishermen, activities wixich kelped them to mzintain treir &s
velt precarious agricultural economy. Their grievances centred
around the ebsence of & minister of their own falt: and len-

guaze, retoer than around the herd piloneering life they

U)

faced on the North Americen plains, During the many yesar

settlers at Red River, for whatever they lacked in skill and

capital, they made up for by hard work, frugelity snd persev-

o)

erence, £S well es by 1r determination to uphold tie =2gri-
culturel wey of life. They soon developed s close an atta
ment to their lots alcong the Red River as they had hsa
their holdings alongeide tre Helmsdsle River in the Strath of
_Kildonaa.l After the 1826 flood, coming elmost zs if to test
the strength of the bond between the various colonilsts and
land they had settled, the Scots returned to their lots, re-
stored their devasteted farmsteads znd planted Tiheir crops
during tie early summer =s the water slowly retreated. There
they scon domonstrated that a fairly stable agricultiure could

be establicshed in T is outlier of settlement on the North

Americasn preiries.

Centrel Furope:- In cherp contrest to the Scote and

settled across the Red River from them were the colonists

impeson to Colvile, Mey 21, 18z4.
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g ¥ o l
rom Central Europe. The de Meurons™ were the first immisrants

of non-British origzin end tre earliest settlers to tale up

fot

land on the ezst side of Red River. Disbanded mercenaries

=4

wio had fougnt in the Wer of 1812, they had been recruited
by Selkirk in 1816 with the promise that thev would each
receive 100 acres of land in his coleony. Instrumental in
Selkirk's recapture of his colony during the 1816-1817 winter,
several of the de Meurons applied for and vere grinted land

on Point Douglas in the following spring. Leter in 1817

most of those wishing to remain at the colony wers given

dshody lots% across from the Forks in the well-wooded tract

RS -
they soon
(3

nd fer cultivation.” The

of country tetween the Seine and the Red, vhere

o

reised homes znd clesred plots of 1
first group of soldier-settlers at Red River, they were &

nilitery and defensive force placed at the centre of the col-

ony to protect it from any Ifurther possible outbreaks of vio-

-

lence. They mey heve been satisfactory as soldiers but most
toem were poor settlers, theilr compleints and problems

numerovus. The lack of wives and ferm implements, the price

}._J

Thesge soldier-colonlests included & number of men from the
Watteville and Glengarry Fencibles Regiments @S well =g from
the ¢e Meuron Re‘fweﬁt but t ey were known collectively zs
the de Meurons or Msurons.

ZSelKirk had orizinally enrollsd ﬂhout 100 soldiers, but only

about half of %t.em chocge to remal Red River, the rest

returning to Hurope. The cencus of Auﬂuut 18186 1lists 46 de
houses. In 1821 licholas Gerry gives

Meuron bachelors in 31 hou
65 Meurons "of all age ”. Presumsebly by this time some of
them hed depencents or fam 111es. See “Dizry oI Nicholas
Garry,* Transactions of the Rovsl Society of Crnede, VI,

Section I, 1200, o». 195.
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of goods at the colony store, and the grasshopper plagues,
were the cause of continuous grumbling. An unruly, undiscip-
lined, brawling body of men, they presented an open threat to
law and order within the colony. Despite their diversity of
origin -- they included German speaking Swiss, Germens, Poles,
French and Italians -- they were a distinct and easily recog-
nized group.l Their settlement was known as "Germantown", the
track connecting their lots was Germen Street, the River Seine
was known for a time as German Creek, whilst the first mission
at Red River was named after the great CGerman missionary, St.
Boniface.

Closely associated with the de Meurons and attached
by marital ties were the 170 Swiss colcnists who arrived in
the autumn of 1821.z This was the largest and last party of
immigrants to come to the Red River Settlement, and hed been
recruited by Selkirk's agent in Switzerland with the aid of
some over imaginative promotional literature, mainly in the
cantons of Neuchftel and Berne. Predominantly French speaking
and Protestant, they were mostly townsmen rather than country-

men, craftsmen and artisans rather than farmers. They arrived

lFor e detailed analysis of one element amongst the de Meu-
rons see, V. Turek, "Poles Among the De Meuron Soldiers,®
Papers of the Manitoba Historical and Scientific Society,
Series III, 9, 1954, pp. 53-68,

ZFor the Swiss colonists see: G,F.G, Stanley (ed.), "Documents
Relating to the Swiss Immigration to Red River in 1821," C.H.RH,
XXIT (1), 1941, pp. 42-50; "Early Days at Red River Settlement
and Fort Snelling....Reminiscences of Mrs, Ann Adams 1821-
1829," Minn, Hist., Col., VI, 1894, pp. 75-115.
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in the colony at & low point in its fortunes; after a poor
hervest and Just belfore the unsuccessful 1821-1822 hunt. The
Swiss were 1ll equipped to meet tThe rigours of & Red River
winter and soon showed themselves to be no farmers. Their
whole way of life was unfriendly to the steady and relentless
toll which any successful pioneer sgricultural enterpricse re-
guireS and es & result they never reccnciled themselves to
the herdships of frontier life. Faced with the reslity of
conditions at Red River and rightly feeling they had been
tr¢ck0d by Selkirk.and his agent, the Swiss became the lead-
ers of the emigretion movement from the colony in the early

1 .

820's. Their telk was usually of emigration rather tran of

=

&
ok

farming and thelr intended goal we as b :e United States, for
tﬁe early ml T nts awey from the Red River went south not
west. ‘Individual‘families of disillusioned Swiss ana de
Meurons nad left in 1822, 1823 and 1824 but most of them de-
srted after trhe 1826 flood. Much to the relief of the colon-

ial aub-orities, who gave trem provisions to help them on

their way, both the Swiss and the de Meurons, never reconciled

to conditions at Red River, decided %o move soutl: en bloc

during the summer of 1826 to America's repildly emerging

lg. H. Oliver (ed.), The Car
Development and ue~iol‘“1ve
208 -2830..

nadian North-w v Itg Early
Records (Ottbwa, 1014), I., »p.
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Middle WestT. Some of trem settled around Fort Snelling but

‘most trevelled to milder climates lower down tie Mississippi,

’L

any to Illinois?¥ Tbooming lead mining district around Galena.

Internal Migrants

Until 1821 the Red River Colony had grown largely
through the personal efforts of Lord Selkirk and by inter-
continental migretion. If the early years had been more suc-

cessful and the progress of the colony more even, the numbe

Ty

of immigrents would a&lmosct certainly have been greater. 18

it wes they were not numerous: perhaps a total of 500 Tto 520
Scots, Irish, Swiss and de Meuron colonists. Selkirk died in
1620 =nd after 1821 immigration virtvally halted. The colony
row, éuar* from natural increases by intracontin-
ental migretion, &8 more and more metis and retired servents
and oificers of the Company took refuge there. In the summer
of 1818 & small number of French Canedien farming femilies,

Y ™

recruited in the Montreal area, had accompanied the Roman

Catholic missionariss to Red River. Here they formed the
nucleus of a French s:€aking and Roman Catiolic community

-

which grew up on the east side of Red Hiver around the church

lThe'Sw' gs and de Meurons made up mosStT of the emigrants of
1826, though a few Swiss and Fol recorded in later col-
onisl censuses. Estimates of the total number of emigrants
renge from 243 to 300. See Alexander Ros The Red Piver
Settlement (London, 1856), p. 109; C.P.,B?, p. 8471, D, Mc-
Kenzie to Colvile, Jan. 30, 1827: Grace Lee Nute (ed ), Doc-
uments Releting to Nort ~vth Missions, 1815-1827 (5%t. PFaul,
1942y, ». 4

ZThe number of Lower Casnadisn colonists is uncertain. It was
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togetiier and selttled at the ma&in colony, largely at White
Horse Plain but also at St. Boniface. Henceforth, the two
"}

mein supports of life at Red River, the buiffalc hunt and

‘rom and at the one compact
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settlement. The metic were at first strongly opposed to an

._n..‘.

icultural colony fourded in the midst of their traditional
hunting grounds and becoming the willing dupes of the North-
westers had broken it up in 1815 and 1816. But they later

fell under the civilising influence of the Catholic priests
-] £ ?

Cu
(7

end following the exemple of their leader, Cuthbhert Grint,

settled down there in increasging numbers., They socn becam

the most distinctive element in the settlement and tie largest

part of its population. Some became fermers and meny had
riverside homes and z patch of cultivated land but the majority
were unwilling to zive up the wild, free life of the plains

they hid elways enjcyed. Thelr ecopomy was based on the

puffelo hunt, arrcnged efter 1826-1827 into two well orgenised

L
A
1
trips intc the prairies. The

figreries formed anotier

of subsistence and others worked as trip men, guldes and vVoy-

ther importent exodus of peoples
from 211 parts of Rupertt's Land to Red River, for the union
of the fur trade companies in that yeur brougnht people as well

e

as peace to the colony. One consequence of this

3=

was that many of the posts created during the height of the

lMarcel Giraud, Le Métisg Canadien (Paris, 1945), p. 6350.
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of 1822 were fewer,
ployees left the Nor

0 1
Red River.
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but in 1 more tian 200 disch

costs, most of trem

ter, the influx of these people into the
feature of 1life there., The srrivals in-
es of the whele hierarchy of fur trade

1

78 to gquite wealthy "commis-

The ma ority of tihem were Orkineymen and
em their swarthy Indian or hzlf-breed wives

Unwilling to fece the possibility of soc-
ope, and feeling & real attachment for the
these men made treir fubture in the Red

the multiplying schools &nd churchss of
would provide for the educational end

emealves and their feamilies. The eerly
& land north of Frog Plein in S8t. Faul's
Leter arrivels moved lower cown into the

-~

b would 5t. Andrew's

ne

soon pErlSi.

iniboine or to Point Douglas

un to 100 acres but a few re-
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as much 2s 2,000
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-
pI1es

For the Red River
cp. 110-111.

Orkneymen see Ross, Hed hiver Settilenent,
impson to Colvile, May 31, l&&4.



Population Growth

Until 1821 %the populztion of the settlenen

-

uncertainly 2nd meinly 2
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result of immigration from Europe;
A populsztion of 222 in 1818, recorded in the first Red River
census,l ned increzsed to 382 (181 men, 83 wemen znd 118
children) by 1819, Nicholas Gsrry, visiting the colony in

1821, estimated that tiere were 419 colonists, plus enotiner
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500 &t the up:
70 colonists from bw1tze¢1und arriving later that
vear., The continued and accelerated increace of population

A
i

after 1821 wes lergely the result of internal migrotion, as
the settlement became the home of the fur tradetg. unemployed.
Alrezdy by the spring oI 1822 there were 1,281 persons there;

HFZ o
224 men

wes further swellec in 1824 by the withdrewel of the Pembina

nétis to the lower cettlement. In that year Simpson estimeted
that there were over 2,000 persons in the colony. This per-
iod of population increase, perheps the most re pid in

settlement's history, was interrupted by the 1826 flood and

1. _

$.P., 15, p. 5237, Nao 51 -4 ,

16187 Ibid., 16, p. 5330, Capt. Metthey to Selkirk, Aug. 20,
Lihey to - 2 Y

181e. A number of Ofknofﬂeﬂ, _
Assiniboine, are not recorded in this census.

2I’Jid., 19, p. 6558, Alex, Macdonell to Selikirk, Nov. &, 1819.

3

‘__J

sDizry of Nicholas Gerry," p. 193.

45, P, b, 7673, Lbstrzct of Settlers, Cattle =nd Seed R.R.S.

SOrlﬂL, i&zz.

JIbid., 26, p. 82566, Simpson to Colvile, May 21, loz4, This

. grew slowly

4 . . .
, 161 women znd 886 children. This growing porulation



the subsequent emizretion.

Tt years o the period
during which the populati 2t Red River, in terms of its
racizl composcition, ¥ impson calculated

in 1624 that the representstives of nyowarcs of twelve differ-
tions® could be found amongst the 30Pu19,ion.l It is
not possible to trece in detsil the changing composition of
e settlement's population, for only the 1818 census and

Garry's celculations of 1821 attem; brealk dowp that popu-
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purs
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1:+ion into its various groups. Of the 222 porsons recorded
in 1618 the Scots fcormed 67 per cent, the de Meurons 20 per

cent snd tne Canadisns 1% per cent. By 1821, out of 2 recorded

=% per cent respectively. Even these Tew
most significent trend; the declining propor tion of Tthe Huro-
pean ismigrants within the colony as against the increasing

proportion of Cenadians.~ This trend quickened

0 ner cent of tre approximstely 2,000
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inhabitents at Red River were retired Company SeIv ants, métis

long letter includes & cod description of the various ele-

g0
ments in the Red River population.
Thid., 26, p. 8257, Simpson to Colvile, May 21, 1824.

i e =211 non Ruropean colonists in the

t oprobably includes ex-Frenc ¢h Canadian vVoy-
he Lower Ccpcﬁlunc who 1€d arrived in

wde a number of métis living in the vicinity

Zrne
Garry appear
C&azaxan 0

x_



and Indisns, who now greatly outnumbered the formerly dominent

]_ . o '
cversess elements Red River Settlement was already well

5

on its way to becoming = predominantly hzlf-breed colony

o

ent's basic patterns ol

by 1827 thne foundations of the settle
population were well established.

of & largely helf-

The trend towards

D

breed settlement was accelerated by the wave of emigration,

1822-1827, thet removed most of the Central Europeans from

(€]

pea
the colonial vopulation. As in most pioneer reglcng there
was at Red River a constant procession of those who were moving

in and moving out, driven by e desire to better their lot

elsewher This emigration 1n the early 1820's slso had the

effect of remcoving from tie colony those settlers who seemed
2

unsble to surmount the problems of survivel there. It left

1

the Sco:tisb Hi

m
w
-t
L

'

zhlanders

only importeant

immigrent colonists, and the only people, apart from the few
families from Lower Canseda, with & long exgterience 1n &gril-

culture.

The Red River Settlement in 1825.

3

The most significent internal differences witiin the

were related to the regional origin of the colonists

1. «

J. S. Gelbraitl, The Hudson's Bay Company &g =n Imperisl
Fector, 1821-1689 (Toronto, 1957}, p. 48.

o) - .
“ .27, p. 8471, D, McKenzie to Colvile, dJan. 30, 1887

3 F I i s N 3
A. Ross, Red River Settlement, p. 109.
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The settlement wes a mixture of reces and religions bult the
mein elements in this mixture had not blended to any marked

degree., Differences of background, culture, religion and

i

language kept tiem zpert and aloof. This segregetion, at first

13
[Sw]

]

deliberate policy, hed later been further enccurzged by the

clergy who ceme to the settlement, since it sased their work
end facilitated the problems of ecclesiastical orgorisation,

le of different denominations were geogzrarchically

separated, Figure 4 shows the approximete extent of the
settled area as of sbout 1825, Togeti:er with the locetion of
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importent feat lendscape., The mep
is of necesgity noncuantitative and simply records the anproxi-
mete distribution of the meajor elements in the colonial popu-

letion. The Lower Settlement helow the Forks was predominantly

British and Protestant; below the Scottish Highlanders, other
Scots, Orkneymen and BEnglish speaking half-breeds were set-
tling. Opgposite Tthe Forks, where Upver Fort Garry hzd heen

erected in 1822, and increasingly south of it, was the French
speaking and Catholic séettlements of the French Cansdisns and

French spesking

ou
o7
N
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}—J—.
o

‘eed g, Who were soon tc reoccupy the lots

rontinz on th

o]
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O

River Seine, vacated by the emmigrating Swisg

(%

and de Meurons. Separate stinct, and elmost zn

&3]
i
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Oz

lWrWuwng in 1813, Selkirk nad stated theat it would be desir-
2ble if "each class® could be put "in & separate settlement at
& little distance, so as to devoild the occasion of ¢uarrels
end disturbance®: S,P., 3, p. 784, Selkirk to. Macdonell, June
20, 1813, Bee also A, Ross, Red Rlvar Settlement, pp. 80-81.




47

indepand

J
-

T colony,

e sl

3 R

G TR .
thinly sc

ied.

1y

A

An




CHAPTER III
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o
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JIVISION AMOEG THE SETTLERS

Introduction

Upon arrivel in AssinibcoiaMacionell's initial task
was the selection of a settlement site, & decisgion to which
he could apply & number of criteria outlined by Selkirk and
gained from previous colonial experience in Onterio znd Prince
Bdward Island.l These criteria included good drainzge on &
level site above the river wirere the banks were backed by an
exparse of fertile soil and yet close to supplies of timber,
Specific suggestions found in Selkirk's correspondence with
his Governor included tie examination of potentialities at
Pelican Ripple (St. Andrew's Rspids), The first break in
avigation along the Red River and a place of poseible future
importence, but he cautioned that from Fidler's survey the
site might be too low znd subject to flcoding. Early in

the

LS

g

September 1812, "the different points znd bays® alon
west bank of the Red River wererexamined for potential sites
at which to locate the initial settlement. The site at the
Rapids was fou.d not suitable and Macdonell's final choice

P

was "a point of some extent of burnt wood it for immediste

cultivaeticon which likewise contains green woods for bullding

elkirk's instructions to Miles Macdonell,
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etc., a little below the Forks“.l The place chosen for the
first settlement =nd cultivaticn was tre pronounced promont-
ory formed by the meandering Red, sbout = mile below the
Forks, =nd soon to be known by Lord Selkirk's femily name, &s
Point Douglas. The selection was an expedient one and can be

ezsily understood. Mecdonell was looking for an area wirich

(D
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quickly, tilled, and sown with wheat helfore
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could be cleared
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the oncet of & winter. which the
Pembins, living by the hust. A fire hed recently run thrcugh
tre Point, lesving much of it with only a light cover of brush
and weeds, and S0 it could be more reedily put into cultive-
‘tion than sn erea covered by grass or timber. Furthermore,
the soil avpeared excellent and thers was timber for construc-
tion nearby. The proximity of the Forkes and the Northwesterst
Tort Gibraltar must heve been zn additional sdvantege of the
site, for during the early weeks of coleonisstion, when re-
stions between the North West Compeny : :nd the settlers appeared
friendly, Mecdonell had rece ived considerable 2id and advice
from the men =t the Fort.
Once eSu‘%liShed at the Point, there was no attempt

to relocate the colony and Macdonell wisely decided to con-

solidate, during 1813 end 1814, the beginnings made there in

lIbla., 62, p. 16,747, Miles | Macdonell's Jeournal, Sept. 7,

1812. Macdonell's orlﬂWQcW choice had been & site somewhere
below the Point. The advantages of Point Dougles had been

first demonstrated to Macdonell by one Peltier, an old French
Canadian freeman whom he had met Jvr*au his travels zlong
the lower Red.



1812. He ignored Selkirk's suggestion of Dece
the sebtlement might not be placed to more adve

R. Deuphin (Mossy River} than Red River," and

explore & sweep of timbered country at the northern extremity

of the Assiniboiz Grent from the vicinity of the Dauphin
River "to the tract from the Repid of Saskatchewan northward
to Lirestone River at tne nortiern extremity of Lake Win®

s

and thence straight =zcress to tre neares brench of Nelson

e

R.%, with the aim of finding & more suitable position for the

Locoqies - N . C e ra s .
colony. Selkirk felt thet "the good land of the interior®,

4

2s ne mistakenly termed it, was more easily accessible from

scuth. Macdonell was leter to express his satisfaction with
the site at Point Douglas, noting particularly The fertility
of tre coil there znd its freedom from "troublesome Indienst,

which mesnt the colonists were able te toll in compar rative
safety and, unlike the people collected 2t Pembina, would

he sble to herd cattle with little chance of theft,

The Oriszin and Evolution of the Settlenent Pattern

Macdonell had cleared and fenced a patch of l=znd on

Point Dougles in 1812 but at first there was no attempt to

18 P.,3, p. 726, Selkirk to Miles Mscdonell, June 20, 18l&.
2
L

Macdonell hed been adviced by his brother John, & North West

Company men, writing from Bas de le Riviére in Jurne 18lE that

Hthe g'Lesb pleces from the incursions of these barbarilans
CL e Sioux Indians] =znd the best lands lay between our post
of the TForks or junction of the ed & Assinibouen Rivers and
Leke Winnipick®., Quoted by J.F. Pritchett, The Red Hiver
Valley (Toronto, 1942), p. &l.

the sea, and *her=fore to De crﬁfe»r@d to the counitry further

[pid., 4, p. 1187, Miles Mzcdonell to Selkirk, July 25, 18l4.
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consisted of families thet were relsted or friends. The fam-
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two families thend & joining holdings. Once
ed the two femilies decided amongst themselves
which of tine two lots they should take. This ingenious

net every man would heve his friend his

to plecge evervone,® so thet no one

Tor enotnersy,

at even then had & long history in Horth America, Its ori-

gins hsve been treced by the French geographer, Max Derruvau.

Giffard, et Resuport alonz the north shore of the St. Lawrence,
opposite trie Iele d'0Orléens. In Derrmau's view the settlement

hzve been an attempt by French colon-

ists to reproduce & form of land division they had known in
Western France, more specifically in the Fays of Perche,
Many of the eerly settlers zt Beauport had formerly furmed

in Perche, & wooded pays colonised in the ecrly mecdieval

M, le 1

~ . N oo
v 1 rruav, "A L'Origine Du! Reng'! Canadi
Céosrevnie OGe guébec, Nouvelle Serie, I, 195€




period. There the unit of settlement was the waldhufendorf

P

or wood villsge, which had & centrsl street

!

shich ren
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back in a series of long narrow strips, the holdings of the

that the French colonists may hove
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had this settlement
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..... ney commenced clear-

oy

ing lond on the shores of the St. Lawrence, though in Lower
Cenada the river repliced the street as the central line of

communication. roim this centre of origin the long lot hed

been reproduced all a2long the St, Lawrence and its tributaries,
despite attempts by the autiorities to encourage the creation

1
a9, It had later heen
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nrTroduced to cther
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of nucleated vi
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parts of North America and to different environments, from

the sub-tropical coastlends of the Mississippi delts country”

to certain isolated islands of cettlement in tie North American
. 3 Ce . . 4 4. .
pleins, such s at Detroit,” Prairie du Chien, ™ Vincennes and

T

Kaskas ‘ia.5 This characteristic French method of land division

lP. Deffontaines, "The Reng-Pattern of Rural Settlerent in
French Canada," in M. Rioux znd Y. Mertin (eds.), French-
Canadian Society, I, (Toronto, 1964), pp. 3-19.

()]
H BlUﬁe “Tandsch

. aft un Wixfschaft in Louilsiznz Unter
Fran Obl“CQQP Kolonialverwaltung," Erdkunde, X, 1956, »0,177-185.

BR. H. Brown, Histcricsl Geography of the United States (New
Tork, 1948), pp.R76-261.

4 o o~ ST .y ,
G. T. Trewartha, "The Prairie Du Chien Terrzce: Geograrhy
of & Confluence Site," A,A,A.G., XXII, 1932, pp. 1lo-158,

‘.

5R. 1. Gentilcore, "Vincennes end French Settlem
Old Northwest," A, A.“.C., XLVII 1957, pp. 285-
Johnson, "French Csnada and the Ohio COVﬂb ry, M
GeOSrapuhr, XIT, 1¢58, pp. 1-10.




French iniluence on the cultursl landscane of North America.
Considered in this broad way the settlement pattern initiated

by Macdonell and Fidler at the Red Hiver Colony in 1&1l3 can

be ceen in clearer perspective. Most of tire esrly settlers
were Scotsg, buht the system of land division into wiich trey

were placed was distinctly French.
Looking back on the early development of tie settle-

ment at Red Hiver, the river lot system of land division may

Lo

and insviteble sevtlement patiern ziven the physical geogzrenhy

£

of the area, tre technologicel capacity of the colonists and

sl

he previous experisnce of Governor Macdonell. However,

)
¥

e
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settlement Ttco

attack by hostile forces is difficult to defend. In his ini-

tizl instructions to Macdonell, Selkirk, though expressing a
preference for some form of dispersed settlement, had advised

nim that

#If, however, th
some so asg to
settlers, smal

fort and ebslgaed to th
cultivate till

full lotst,

elens ong for scattered
10 =cres adjcoining to the
na tempor&ry tenure to
v take possessicn of their

:—'O

1

rdamerikas®, Erdkunde, IX, 1955, pp. 286-305.

¥. Bartz, WFranzosische Einflusse im Bilde Der Kulturlendschal

ot



The Indiens never presented a threat to the youthful colony.

t
C\/;‘

Rather the beginnings of agricultural settlement in Assiniboia

must be seen against a background of worsening relation

wn

e -
tween the colony and the North West Company, culminating in
the dispersal of the settlers in 1815 and again in 1816.
Macdonell's decision of 1814 to reduce the river frontege of
the settlers' lots was tsken to give the colony greater com-

pactness and to 1limit its spread along the rivers. This would

meke the colony both ezsier To defend and Tto administer. In

the same year Macdonell informed Selkirk that he had proposed
to the Kildonen settlers %thet they should build thelr houses

in knots of five or six Temilies for mutual security and en-

couragement, in the manner that your Lordship's first settlers
began in Prince Edwards Island“.l But attempts to inaugerzte
this system failed. The Highlanders incsisted on having river

-

frontage and ¢id not wish to be grouped together in any form

0

of nucleated settlement.” In 1816, Selkirk, aware of the first
dispersal of his colony end concerned for its future safety,

outlined & scheme for Tthe creation of compact villages along-

. < R 3 0 s ) N .
side the Red River. He wanted the land settled in this
ls.p 1195, Miles Macdonell to Selkirk, July £5, 1814

'?
Ibl&-, u8 D. lB,MVB Journal of Archibsld N“cDonolQ July 6,
1814, MaC¢O wellt's eieremce here is to Selkirk's v,rlier
colonial venture in the Atlantic Provinces.

the Kildonan setitlers were an independent and stubborn grogp
and comr]uchd shout the location of the colony as well as it
settlement pattern., AT one uOl 1t they pe etitioned wacooaell to
give tnem 1lznd at Pembina, where they Ielt the danger of frost

would be less than farther north.

35.P., 6, p. 1,894, Selkirk to Colin Robertson, Mer. 20, 1816.
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rion because it would afford greater protection to the

fash
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settlers in the eve further attacks by the métis. Sel-
kirk's accompanying sketch map:shows  that he had in mind @&
village with & loosely knit, gridiron plan. DBut the schenme
never passed Irom the paper to the ground and Selkirk's colony
was destroyed again in 1816, It was not recaptured Irom the
Northwesters until January. 1817 and the following summer

Selkirk reached Red River ready to oversee the re-establishment

of his colony.

U‘

During his stay at Red River Selkirk made two impor-
tant decisions that were to strongly influence the future form
and direction of colonisation., In the first place, he lelt
uzchanged the basic layout of the settlement. If he had so
wished, Selkirk could well hsve supervised the formation of
tihe villages he hsd proposed in the previous year. Instead,
perhaps confident that nis colony was now secure from future
danger, he had Fidler resuivey the river lots nortl: of Point
Douglas.l The lots resurveyed were 24 in number and they were
laid out from 2 base Line rumning north 12 degrees east, exX-
ending from just north of Point Douglas down to Frog FPlain.

o 4 . kS 1 - 2
Each lot had & xrontage of 10 crains and & depth of 90 chains.

These holdings were granted on very favourable terms, for as

l;g;@., 67, pp. 16,173 - 18,174, Journal of Charles Bourke,
July. 24, 1l&l7.

ZAlexanﬁer Ross, Red River Settlement (London, 1856), p. 43.




60

5 . ’J - L. ol - . o= 2
Canadians, Swiss, metis and retired fur traders resulted in
the expansion of the cettlemsnt away from tiis core area and
the reproduction of the lonz lot systex of land division

elsewnere along the rivers. In 1817 the de Meurons were granted

the

b

lots amongst the woods and clearings on the western side o
River Seine. This repregented the first formal division of
lend ezst of Red River and in the following year the French
mouth of the

e
Canadian

Assiniboin settlerent he-

gan to the

-
N

north of Frog Plain. Governor Alex,Mezcdonell re-
cords in 1818 that he had %set oult 10 lots below Frog
and thet there will be more soon."l In the same year lend

was surveved for the first time along the Assiniboine, wien

five lots were nma out for a number of retired Company

servants (Orkneymen) at a point some 186 miles above the

into the seme settlement pattern. The 80 to 100 families of

- . . N \ - . Y
metis thet settled at White Horse Plain, 18 miles up the

S$.P., 15, p. 5,199, Alex,Macdonell to Selkirk, July 20, l&ls.

in the gpring of 1&l14, © s di
begun to form on the A T
: forks and Portage la P
MLleb macdoner to Selkirk
D. 6,341 Alex.Macdonell € :
set out ebout 12 lots to Carnadians he ri (fse nlJulﬂﬁ]
from the ﬂ.l Fort posi H S “. In 1817-
1618, +He model f hed on wie
nOP*Y ide of tue 1 the Forks
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ssiniboine River in thre spring of 1824, were given river
lots 12 chains wide &nd two miles deep, though the metis

leader, Cuthbert Grs int, received & double lot.l There vwas
fourded Grantown, later the parish of St. FrangoiS-Xavier,-the

First significent westward extension of trhe river lot gvstem

along the Assiniboine and the first agricultural colony wes

The rapid aresal éA pansion of the colony in the early
1820's made it imperative that t-e Colonial Governors s-ould
have instructions on how to go zbout disposing of lend. The
“Memorandum for Captain R. Felly recpecting Red River Settle-

ment, dated Jenuary 1823, sets out the genersl principles

Jane proceeded.z Grants of lznd were small.
frontage for s was eight chains., The grants mede 2%
the colony were fairly uniform in both size and shape, and
though & few persong, uﬁually prominent retired fur traders,
acquired larger quentities of lend, extensive holdings were
- rare and tohe using of land for speculstion néver became &
fector in the progress of early setblement 2% Red River.

Smaller lots of 25 a@cres could 2lso be laid out along a road

b3

M. A, Macleod =nd W. L. Mprton, Cuthbert Grant of
(Toronto, 1963), pp. 93-94. This work includes ©

the lginsg tr I settlement. - Sce a
5), DD. 652-655, 71

_Grenltown
e best study
lso M. Girsud,
4-717.

1 liorth-West: Its Tcrly
oomemt and Levlgla'lve Records (Ottawa, 1914), I, pp.
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attractive to the half-breed hunters by the erection there of
the outlving Cetholic mission of . Francois-Xavier. The

stronz population st the Forks" was carried out is best illus-
trated by the enforced remcvel of most of the Pambina metis
to & location further north in 1824, This displecement of

erctive by the growing realisstion,
confirmed by the Major Stephen Long expedition of 1823, that
the Penbine settlerent lay south of the 49th psrallel, the inter-
netionsl frontier set down in 1818, and therefore in American
serritory and hevond the control of the Hudson's Bay Company.

ort Daer in the svring of 1833

tre Pembinea mission preceeded th

rel locztions were suggested

gite of

i

of Lzke Manitoba, the lower Assiniboine snd the Rad River be-
low the Forks -- but they were finally loceted &t White H

Plein, come 18, lzrzely unsettled miles up tne Leginibeine

from the main centre of the colony, vot ¢till closer and mors

1
1
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Grace Lee HNute (eo ), Docume ele
Missions, 1815-1827 (St. Paul, lOAQ) D, 328
nerrﬂ*lve of #n FExpedition to the Sour of
(London, 1825), II, pp. 39,225.
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regulsted and according to come overall plan. There was 2

plen »ut in sctuelity no orderly system came into existence.

the absence of & trained surveyor from the colony for long

periods, and trhe fact thet lots were distributed without the
boundery lines belng clearly’marhed, led to & great deal of
confusion in tihe leving out of the settlement. The problem
waeg aggravated vy fte absence of well defined physical
in the Red River Vslley, which mede it éiificult for sny set-

tler to decide where his own property ended end another man's

commenced. Governor A, Bulger commented in 1822 on tre

iirreguler way in which the lots from tine very beginning appear

of - o) -

that & surveyor would

neve two years' work clesri
errivel of tre Scots surveyor, Willism Kemp, later that year,
gave, for a short time, much needed professional competence
svinz out the colony. Kemp surveyed the lower

two miles of the Assiniboine znd along the Red from the Forks

down to a mile below Plzin. He elso drew up a plan of

Kildonsn parish end of the area between the Hed River 2nd tThe
River Seine. The original lots, %in a deplorable state of
confusion", were resurveyed. Kemp advised that future set-

tlers should be placed on the Red below Image Tlain end alrng

15.p, 24, p. 7749, A. Bulger to Colvile, Sept. 8, 1622. Ir,
L. Allez, brother-in-law of Governor Alex. Ma coopell
scted as coloniel survevor in 1821 and part of 18k, 2
surveyed the lots granted to The Swiss colonists. But
. of weak chzrecter and little competence.
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trhe Assiniboine as far upstream zs Sturzeon Creel, "ag there

both the lond and the wood are of better guality
anywhere that I
would be kept more in a bo
in case of danger. Kemp also recommended and drew up & plan
for the creation of a village alongside the Assiniboeine

prefersbly "in the vicinity of some well wcoded place as near

J

the fort &s possgible', to be settled by retired fur traders

who were to receive small grants of 25 acres. This scheme
wes rejected =nd the Company men were located 1n the spring
of 1823, et Image Plain on eight lots of 3z acres each, sur-
veyed by Kemp the previous autumn.  The beginnings of colon-
igsaticn at Image Plein during 1822-1823 merked enother irpor-
tant extension northward of the gettlement glong the Red Ri
{emp departed the colony in 1824 end much of his work was un-
done by the flcod of 1826. In the aftermath of that great
disaster, it was reported that

number of
¢Tlﬂtteb

hese accﬁdents
nal division
Hc.vlt'\““,vcf]u;LC [}
quLew into T

Lie
intercnanged to
to uiLveﬁt the
ave ._Ll . 5

ls.p., 25, pp. 8,120 - &,122, Kemp to Colvile, December 7,
*y 3 Pl s i >
18.’-.1!4-

2Oliver, Cenadian North-West, I, pp. 234 - Z35.

7

°s.P., 87, p. 8,451, D. McKenzie to Colvile, August. 1826.



As the fundsmental unit for settlement and egriculture,
the river lot wes the most important form of land subdivision
within the Red River Settlement. O0f Tthe others the parish

bou dsries were the wost significant, for tre parish, though

iy

lzcking politiczl relevence, wes the unit of settlement or-

25 the religious, socizl and educaticnal sspects of life &t
Red River centred sround the perish, the settlement wae &

Weongrezation of misgions. These

around & centrzlly located church with its associeted parochial

between five to ten miles of river

= h

P

ront, though at this early date the parishes were ill-defined
entities.
The esteblishment of the Tirstmission =2t St. RBonifeee

o erection of a church on the ezst gide of the

I_J
3
=
o
=
[62]
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)
()
a3

™

Forks, zdded another distinctive element To

churer construction, St. Joan's parish church, later to become

the Anglican Cathedral of Rupert's Land wes erec

mission in 1822, just below Point Douglas on the lot desizgnate
Ly, 1. Morton, ¥The Red River varish: Its Place in the Deve-
lopment of Msnitopa® in R. C. Lodge (ed.), M&“lt@ba“ESSEVS

Tne discucsion of the Red Hiver par-

(Toronto, 1937), p. 9
&

O.
ish in b Lb thesis relies hesvily on this study.
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for it by Selkirk in 1817, and was guickly followed by St.
Peul's or Middle Church, six miles below at Image Plain in

1825. By 1827 there were three parisies in the colony: the
Protestant parishes of St. John and St. Paul on the west side

8]

Forks, serving both Anglicezns znd

[»)
@
I_J
9
ot
)
@
e

Presbyterisns, and the Romsn Cstholic Churcn of S%t. Boniface
s e e o - C s 1 e
witn its outlying mission at St. Frangols-Asvier, meeting

. 3,

iy L i : AP oy - - < 9
the needs of the French Cenadian colonists, the turbulent metis

i
[4))

and the Cenedisn voyageurs.
Colonial expansior north alonz the Red from the initial
core of settlement zround Point Douglas seems to have beer

N

fairly continuous to & point

scmewhere Jjust below
The perish of St. Andrew's, howvever, founded st the Gr:nd Rap-
ids in 1827, grew around & sub-centrs of population which

th settled aress to the south.
Colonisstion =t the Repids, close by the site Selkirk hed sug-

the initizl settlement, begen ss esrly as 1824 and

€3]

oY

ire

ct

in 1830 there were 60 families, largely Trose of re

[AC I

Company servents, who had mad their homes there.

lThe mission et ST. FTLQQOlS—KcVL@i, beginning in 1827, was
st first served by a priest wro resided there permanently
in winter but wio oniy visited on Sundays during summer.

Tt took over the name of the eserlier mission ot Perbine,.

Tn 16834 the metis settlement geined 2 resident priest. See
M., Giraud, Le Métis Cansdlen, p. 847.

D. Gunn snd C. R. Tuttle, History of Manitoba from the
rliest Settlement (Ottawa, 1880), p. 20&.

3
e
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Conclugicn

Macdonellts choice of & site for the initial settle-

ment wes & large point of lend to the north of Forks, later
to be known as Point Douglss. Until 1817 coloniesl settlement

wes confined to a Tthree mile stretech of the Red River heltween

Point Douglas =znd Frog Plain. The relstively lerge-scale in-

area, In terms
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m trhe colony was distinctly and ch
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Mecdonell introduced the rang-patte
hed known in Lower Cansda into the Red River Valley. The more
immediate origins of this form of land division cen e fou-d
along tie north shore of the St. Lawrence suring trhe 17th cen-

-0 back to the great

tury, but its more remote beginnings may

clearing ne eriod in medieval Frznce. From its initial locaticn

to the north of Point Douglas d.ring

to
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trivmphed
over bot: the insecurity of the early yesars and the indecision
of Mecdconell end Selkirk: linesr settlement in extensicn pre-
veiled over tie nucleated type of settlement. The river lot
initisted strong control over settlement, but contrel in gen-

Kt )

eral harmony witi the charsclteristics of the physicel environ-

ment Sinece ench lot had river front >, every family was
PR BN - L < ] o

eble to locete ite farmstesd and bulldings on tne well-drained

and sreltered levee crest with irmedisate access



. e a1t T AT e e s Ty 2 P R, T i
es bullding and fencing materizls. Fach
the river, an importent 1 tion,

essy access to

the most resdily
hurch to the gettle-
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h With the coming

rishes, wirich functiloned
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AGRICULTURE 1812 - 1827

Introduction

)

The early development of agriculture

"

s previously been discussed in the

C\)
m

J
A. S, Morton, J. P. Pritchett and M. Giraud.l Only W. L.
Morton has, however, ettempted its discussion divorcsd from
the political and scciel histery of the colony and even he
hes left certain fzcets unconsidered.” In this chapter emph-
asis will be placed on an economic

=tion of Tthe formetive years, con

r

often to dwell upon the excevtional,

lezving the commonplace unexplained,

la. 8. Mort on, The History of the Canadisn West to 1870-71
(mo“onmo, 1929y, J. P. Pritchett, The Red River Velley 1811-
1849 (Toronto, 1eag : Marcel Girsud, Le Métis Canadien (Paris
lOAQ) ’

&, L. Morton, "Agriculture in the Red River Colony", C.H.R,
XXX, Dzc. 1949, pp. 205-3&l.

f Wicholas Garry", Transactions of tihe Royal Socicty

£ VL, Section iI 1900, »p. TQ—NOA, W, M. {estlpﬂ,
Nerrative oif an Expedit 1on to the Source of St. Peter's River,
“ete. (London, 1825), II; John West, The Substence of a Jourpal

70
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The personel correstondence somebimes seems Lo suffer from
the presentation of fects by the writer in & way calculated

to creaste a favourable or unfavourable impression on tie corres-
pondee., All the Jocuments, but perticulsrly diaries =nd our-

naels, are open venhicles for the expression of versonsl opinions

or bias znd tre tots ilable information coversg an unknown

it is possible
£ environment cnd ol icolation upon

1 R

the noscent cclony in tiie years beltween 1812 znd 1827,

Arzble Ferming

S vy m'-‘ 1 e o e vy o] ey 4
and suiteble farm implements, bult ageins
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oined to subject tie colony to & prolonged poriod of stringent
subsistence and to inilusnce not only the immedizte agrarisn

scene bult also certein features o
cropving. DBecause
colony had to find

to esteblisn & staebl
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Jed

of tie prairie and the fisherl

mo=t obvious ression

e the

tion of most of

to live off tie hunt
during the wint

[ M £ "
certain to ne

o

it did in 18

0

5, 1885,

production was toeo small to

[P R DO Fa GO e -
ne sutumn of 1812 was Th

[ i ~
he scil. n=nd teols,
' - 2 oy . - £ JR . ST I A - ) PR
hoesg enc , were inadeguate for Turning i.oe tough prailrie

1

W. L. Morton, "Agric.liure in tie

e Red River Colony®, . Z00.

will not be coneid

=
-
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cellently described
po. 644-055




soé or for deep cultivation. Like the cgickle and the scythe,
such tools by their very nsture probably tended
cultiveted acreage of even the most ampitious colonigt to a

emell size. With the single exception of en ill-mede plough

X . S T o
irst used on Point Dougles in 1813,” the colony was witho

3

.t

§

3 Nl

ploughs or harrows, for tre

enimel drewn implements,
firet ten years of 1i's existence. In 1817 the first "English
olough®, presumebly with iron moléboard =nd colter, wag brought
o Red River vie York Fzctory and its revolutionary effect

on the economic well-being of its owner can be inferred from
the fret thet two years leter he was planting 60 scres of

na.? However, not until 1683-1824 did the settlers begin
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By 1831 there were 187 ploughs 2t work in the colony.
One rec.lt of t-is acute shortege of implements 1g probably
to be found in the slow expansion outward from the core area

hy] 1

on Point Douglas curing the second decede of the nineteenth

f‘\}
o3

century. Certainly Alexander Rogs!' description of Kildone

en he mentions theat cropping wae 1imited to ‘some

n, 787, Miles Macdonell to Selkirk, July 17, 1813,

Brpid., 19, p. 6393, W. Laidlay to Sellirk, July 1819.

-nd C. R. Tuttle, History pa From toe BEarliest
W 1880), op. 235, B - Alexsnder LRosg,
nt (chaoq 1856) p. 78.
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small pstches of land ly :long T

O]

banks of tihe river: for

(] D
ﬁ"

the plough had not yet got beyvond the footpath on which we

trevelled™, is likely to reflect the harsh limits oy

tion effected by such lack of tcols.” This statement clso
uggests that cropping wes confined to the werm, losm solls
of the relstively well drained river levee lands. But even

zone, tillsge was limited to smell

- Abnormal Problems:-

rarely posgible to

=nce centering sbout environment from the colonial resction
to o series of catastrophic events springing lergely fron
the physical enviromment in these early years of agriculture.
Only t.e immedimte discovery in 1812-1813 of the unsuitability

of fall sown wheat to the winter cold and its subsequent culti-

viticn by a newcomer on only one occasion is to be found in

A

the rec 5 25 & direct colondisl l@ECU“Oﬂ to normal environ-

O

T

mantal Llixitetions., Otherwice the unususl concerntration of

detrimental environmental vhenomena of the period removed Irom

ar BFunters of the Far West: A Narrative
regon and Rocky Meoupntains (Loq lon, 1855),

lklexaﬂqer Rosg, Ih
of Advepntures in th
II, ». 258.

gThere eré no dota on the total cultivated acreage until 163k.
In that year 2,152 ascres were reccrded, but FG most of the
period under considerztion here the ”1:blv cresge was cer-
tainly well under helf that figure,

3

O b

John West, Substance of @ Journal, D. 107,




TABLE 1

NATURE OF THE HAZARD

Year

Flood Grasshoppers Frost Others

1812

1613

1814

1815

13 Winter Cold
(Fall sown
wheat)

7 14 Drought,
Birds, Grubs,
Weeds

fur trade
wer

Tur trade
war

w

15 Wind

<=

&> Gl

10 (spring)

[8]]

1
o

Migratory
Birds

17 Drought,
Hail

11

1 Minor 18 Grubs, Ro-
and dents, Crop
Local Disesce
(rust)
2 Mz jor 12 19 Waterlogging

Numbers refer to Sources as in Appendix A



the pioneer fesrmer experience with nermel conditions and way

(i

haeve influenced his reaction to his local surrour

BN

its beginnings in 1812 the colony wes beset by & succession

£~

of natursl disasters of which — - flooding and grasshopper
plagues must be considered the most complete in their destruc-
tive effects (Table 1). These two types of catastrophiss re-

n six of

| =0

duced crop yield

minor and localised flcoding at both Fembina and the main

settlement in 1825 was but & prelude to the meajor flood of

1826, the effect of which wag to slow down the progress of

v

szricuiture at Red River. Conditions were ripe for & flood

in tre spring of 182&; the previous eutumn hed been welt, the

winter snowfzll had been heavy eand the river ¢id not b

o Y

ST

iy
D

up until the first week of May. The river waters continue:
to rice for 22 dave, spilling over The bants and converting
part of the Red River lowlands into a lake, The settlers

I s
)

refuge on the

River ang

waterlozged., "Yet barley, potstoes, anct even & little wheat

: _ 1
sowed s late 2s the 22nd of June, came to maturity". But

the crops were demaged by grubs and autumn brought ezrly

shundant precipitetion further reduced
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lross. Red River Settlement, p. 109.
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prairie
pirds, rodents and grubs, contri-
to the retardation of

agriculture. Their effect, some more devastating than others,
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wees Tte compound the crop

-

factors discussed above.

The colony, isclated far beyond the frentier of
settlement, zlso baceme the focus of 2 hitter but undeclared
fur trede war between the Hudson's Bey Company &nd the North
West Compzny. While two ye&rs were marked by open hostility
and physicel ravage, mno doubt an aura of basic insecurity
acfecting tihe individual's outlock on agri iculturel effort lasted
for seversl years before and after. In both 1815 and 1816 the
colonists were Zorced to leive the settlement for Jescl Hiver, and
thougn they were able to return in 1815 to gathe
plented in spring, in 1816 there wee no harvest at Red River.

Tn 2t least seven years and probably over & longer period, if
£ is zttached to the effects of physical destruction

snd social insecurity, eurly Red River &g ulture l““o red

under an unusual set of circu istances; unusual in thelr

concentrotion rather than in thelr occurrance.

Crops:- The extent To which these events and occur-
rences affected arsble agriculture can hest be determinsd 0¥
+tie aveilable data on crops, Crop scowings,

] g

seed supply. This information is sometines




TABLE 2

SEED SOWI AT THE RED HIVER SETTLEMENT 1812 - 1827
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Crop 1816 1817 1818 16819 1820 1821 1822 18235 1eR4 1825 1826 1827
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e
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Whest 80% 235 3 % * %
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B
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sk
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sk
B
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. bu.,) 40 bu. bu.
Barley 5 7o) : ;
g cos)

bu. keg bu., bu. bu.
Corn * * % % 3L % % 12 * %

Buckwheat & % 3%

Rye 3 3
Potatoes 90 300 3 475 668

keg keg bu. bu., bu. bu.
Peas % %
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2
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=
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e
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o
wbe
s
abe
2
a1

o
P
abe
P
ot
pies
atp
x4
wla
A

Besans z 1/16 3 3%
bu.
Turnips % 3% %
Hemp S
Fla *% ¥ % 3%
Tobacco 3% v
Melons 2
Cucumber e
Fruit % 3%
Pumpkins #
Radishes *
Cebbages % %
Carrots %

% Crop sown --

amount nolt known

Tor Sources see Appendix B

6L



detziled and cuantitative but

ing mention. The cuantitative

an dnteresting

into cron patterns crop selection (Tahle 2).
ploneer aszriculitural colonies 1t revesls = wide range and a

L, TN U S, o o
slented diring the early

f crops being 1
inevitable reaction of farmers un-

A

the epvironment. After tie Faeilure of

end tihe total feilure of both wheat

and wotatoes were the most

consistently grown crons znd those which verr early became

preeminent in tie food supsly of the colony. At leest pert

emerged durins tine first five years of colonisation and were
not to chznge significantly urtil =fter 1870.

The informetion on crop sowings reveals that wheat
soon became the chief grsin and major crop snd by 1824 its
dominsnce was obvious enough for it to be referred to azg the

the failure of

igtzple commodity® of the settlement.

1. ’ ) S e A .
S5.P., 26, . 8317, R. P. Pelly to Colvile
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fall sown whest in 1812 it was slmost 2ll sprinz sown, bt ou:
the Hudson's Bay Company continued fto press

the czse for fell sown wheat since they believed it would

netter survive the destruction of tran that
Sown in 8pring. Berley was normally the second grain of

productive of all durins

could usually be relied upon to succesd, vielding hesvily

o oy

in the alluvial loam peripheral to the rivers even wihen other
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crops failed. Becgides the hoervest
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in 1812, ¥Flax was being grown =t Havileld Ferm in 181¢

in 1825 one regident ne colony obhserved thet Wit grows
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major crops are recorded consistently encugh to bear study.
There wes one year, 1816, when the colonists were absent from
the settlement, that no crops were hervested, znd elght others,
13, 1817, 18ls, 1819, 1820, 1821, 16R5 and 1826, whken re-
sults were poor or unsatisfactory. By contrast, the cross of
1814, 1815, 1822, 1823, 1824, end 1827 were good oI adeguate,
the environmental checks on agriculture less effective. The
years of mesgre harvests and natural disasters ocutnumbered
those when the crops were geood and the hazards few., It wes
not, however, the mere occurrence of good or DOOI years, but
the almost total lack of asgricultursl food supply interspersed

-

with poor vields snd occasional good ones wihicn kept the col-
ony in a retarded state until after 1820. That is to say
the disruptive effect of lean harvests was sufficient to swal-
low up any oroduction of the poor years and much of the small
survlus of tre good ones.

One importent problem resultine from the mesagre
harvests of the period end having an importent bearing on
crop selection in any year was that of seed supply. Once

EN

harvested, the Red River crop productlon wag carefvlly dis-

tributed and often rationed, so ti&!

tre following Spring. But the srallnesc of the early her-

vests made dependence on the Pembina hunt
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p. 80+ *to save ?s mch

~

luOln Wes 6, Substance of & :o_rnal
Seed &as pPoOE Slble the allowal f grain is given out to the
settlers with the most 1L” ! nomy by the Cherge d'Affsires.
See also S.P. 15, n. 5189, Alex. Macdonell to Selkirk, J uly
20, 1818 end Ibid., 23, p. 7463, Alex.Macdonell to Colv1le,
Nov. 13, 1l&2
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elmost complete, which further reduced the consumption of farm

vroduce between reaping 2nd seeding. However, in the re ally
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bad years tie colonists were forced to eat part of their seed
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city &s dnsuflfi

zive & full crop te following year. The failure CO sgw 21l

tiere was, on occasion, more lsnd then thers wes seed Tto sup-

unt, ¢lso failed, as it did during the winter 1821-1822, the
lers were ready to find unpleasant end u nsatisfectory sub-
Ltes to preserve tieir precicus stocks of seed. That win;
ter tre colonists were reduced to eating "a little musty greint,

plains, and some were

snd the Indisn potato, a root from the
& ? "

even willingz to kill their norses

But to secure the continuity of arable ferming and

the divercsity of agricultural production, some

trhing more than
rigid economy andé hoarding was often necesssry,., In meny years

it wes escential to replenish existing supplies of seed with

%

new seed from outside sources, @ task made difficult by the

[5e] »
ZJohn West, Substence of a Journal, p. 8l; S.P. 24, p. 7589,

Simpson to Colvile, May 20, 182&.
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complete isolstion of the colony @nd ite gresat distance

j o)

areas of potential supply. Much of the seed sown in the early

vears of settlement came from Britain. eed of wany verieties

{0

accompanisd the immigrant parties of 181z, end tie first

L4

spring sowing included Norfolk and Aberdeenstire barley, Es~-
sex znd field bheans, glob d Swedish turnips, black and

Polis oste, as well zs unnamed types of wheatl, buckwheat,

by the second in

aware ol tie pI

colony, later sent out saxples of seed which he iioped would De
most suited to the short summers ol

Macdonell in 1813 that he had

Orkney bvere or hig... for the

more likely then any other grain to answer 1in our higirest

northearn lgtitudes“.4 Berley seed was later sent out
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“scattered references, S.P., 63, pp. 16,824-1¢,840, Miles lac-
donell's Journal, May-June, 13,

Thid., 63, p. 16,897, Miles Macdonell's Journel, Mey 10, 1814.
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Hoerthern Sveden end further samples of bere may heve been

River about the year 1817

The trading posts ol the Winnipeg 3¢
partly sgriculturel Indians at Dead River were closer and
more convenisnt sources of Seed.2 No evidence has been found
of seed being acquired from the Des
several occasiong the traders' gar

1 1 - ™l ’\
Bss de 1z Riviere we to supplement

barley and potatoes, slong with a number

Considering tre intensity of the pro-
blem 2t Red River and the isoclation from alternate gources,

the crop relisnce at the colony probably reflects in part the
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ness of the pioneer farmer to copy the valid experience e

fourd sround him. Potatoces and Indian corn were brougi®
Brendon House in 181% and again in the spring of 1816 new seed

More important for precerving

o S

tin, History of Prairie Setflement
E. Marwick, "Orkneymen of Red Hiver,®
53, p. 17.

A, S. Morton end C, Mar
(Toronto, 1938), p. 16;
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the continuity of

trensported

innipez oiver

seed in 1&18.7
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Tt was, hoever, the hearvest failures, 18l&8-1¢

PR

that produced the most serious cri

end much of this

ficint seed to maintair

T ) oA S et 4 N I = E vy i A ln i ey O
tural cide of the colonisl sconomy. After The pool CrepRs of
Lot < - e Y =y o o
1818 the only e parley seed in 1819 wag that
cut olf at the esr by the gresshoppers,” The 2lmost

to provide the c01001&t with seed for the next spring

14, op. 4572-4574, W. Leidlew Lo Selkirk, March 6, 18L7:
54, pp. 17,209, lT,NNd -30, 17,233, 17,246, Miles Mec -
s JOuIﬂol, 40&.—AJT11 1017.
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The earlier planted crop was much less

proportion of it survived to be herve

[l

bl L

's Colony

sted.
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damaged and

4 .
Further-

mere, by 1822, as & conseguence of lean hzrvests of the
two previous years, the almost complete feilure of the winter
hont whic =4 necessitsted the consumption of more seed
grain wihean wes normal, and the rapidly incressing populstion

S. P, 21, p. 6946, Alex Macdonell to Cclvile
4o . .- - . e oA

Ibid., 21, p. 6949, Alex, dacdonell to Colvile
“Ibid., 24, p. 7593, Simpson to Colvile, Mey
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ers thralt had trresltened

to destroy the colony at Red Rive 0f tre 180 bucshels of

provigions of the hunts lends, Too busy tryving to

itself, the Red River Lolony was unable to fulfill its role

28 a supply bece Ior toe fur trade. As early as 1816 tle
London Committee of the Hudson's Bay Compeny hed pledged b

£

buy in the colony, for & period of 10 yezis, 2t prices eguiva-

lent to tooze of the London me

thet the colony hed a surplus of grain, and in that year the

Indian corn and peas zt 7/84

“Tnid. 24, pp. 7595-7594, Siwpson to Colvile, May 20, 182%;
Ibid., 25, p. 7929, Slm?SO” to Colvile, June 24, 1823; John

, Jur
F——— . o [ ; 35
West, Substance of & Journal, pp. 8l, 92-93.

A o s . o . ry 3 o 2 A ST "
éGiraii, Le Métis Cenadien, p. 729; Morton, Cenacien W




per bushel, egnd barley at 5/- par bushel. The oifer of 1816

wes completely out of context with the economic situstion
witnin the coleony, while the orders of 1824 were a2t lesst

concurrent with some surplus. The relatively zcod harvests
of 1822-182% made 1824 2 possible commercial year. In 1a823,
che firet time trhe Northern Council at York Fectory ord-

"

frem the colony, 700 bushels of

r

boof the next four yeears, 1,000 hushels

flour, 12 cwts, of berley, 100 bus-els

tter were recuested of it. These

colony then znd in later years were unreslistic a2nd out o

centext with the conditions prevailing there. The Northern

had for gsle. In 1824, for example, it was ridiculous to
order f"bhest wiln drisd flour® =t a time wvhen trere was not

even & powered grist mill din operation at the Red River.

is clear thrt the Company hoped to meke corn the staple crop

of the Red River Settlement and the wmost importent item in
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their purchases from it, For it was believed thet this

Crop wes tire one most suited to tihe environmental conditions

tion of the grasshopper To Simpson, *the zreat advantage

of corn was thet, WMlike wheat, it couvld be ship

posts Wwhole®, with no preliminary milling.

i
n
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an importent consicdersztion at a time when there

; ; . : : 4 - -
but a numrber ox in tre colony. These oroers ior

corn from Red River after 1823 have been guoted to suzgest

2 crop of come consequence there, bufb the evidence

revesls Lt-at the colony was unab’'e to meet the demends ifor

corn. This is obvious from the reaction of

=)
e,

R, P. Pelly. The Company had asked for 1,000

oo
L\J

1 but Pelly reported that there were not
5

bushele of corn in 18

200 bughels in the whole colony. Te considered Indian corn

an vncertain crop, likely to be destroyed by the slightest
2 o

4

frost. and he noted tra=t desnite the Company's encouragement
3 il iy o}

Simpson to Colvile, May 31, 1l&zd: #The

soil that the Coy. ¢on teke off tle hend

any extent ieg Indizn corn® and Ibid., 2

1. P. Pelly, June 4, 1824: "The grain

most resdily sold to the Company 1s

glad to hear succeeds so well., You
; ite cultivation on a lal

7005, Cclvile to Alex.Macdonell, Feb. 24, 18
en North-West, I, pp. 213-cl4.

&

Simpson to Colvile, May 31, 182

IR

The first windmill was erected in 1825 upon Point Douglas.
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Conclusions

The slow expansion of the cultivated acreage a
Red River wos as much & conseguence of the lack of adeqguate

farm implements and in some years the scarcity of seed, as

D

f the small population. The irregular pattern of zood and

@]

bad crop yvears, bub particularly the intensity of the latter,
gave the colony & stringent subsistence economy wirich wWos

The hizh proportion of

only pertly based on
poor herveste resulted from the unusuval concentration of netursl

jlisaster

}.-:

s that struck the colony et a time when 1t was not
long established. Areble fezrming was cheracterised by the
cultivetion of three basic crops, wheat, barley znd potatlces,

with additions from kitchen zardens. This reliance on these

colony from outside sources. It was also partly hzsed on the
experisnce teken over from the fur post gardeners, who had

ment of the settlement,

o
&
e
|_v.

4

“or many vears before the est
successfully cuLklvbted the same crop Attemptes to culti-
vate crops with commercisl possivilities had feilsd lorgely

arable acreage for food crops.

because ol tie
Only after the good harvests of tioe early 1820's was the

colony able to sell & small surplus of agricultural products

and begin to fulfill the role ewis zed for it. The realisa-

tion of ti:is role led to the incorporation of the colony

into the food supnly side of the Hudson's Bay Company.



Introduction

A discussion of livestock in these vears must focus
on the various efforts that were made to secure livestock
for the colony, rather than on & consideration of the part

tiey pleyed in the settlement's farm economy. It wes only

et farm sanimele vere opresent
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in sufficient numbers to make any significant impsct on Red
River agriculiure. The difficuities of obtaining livestock
were closely asscciated withh 1ts isolation cnd great distance
irom the populous aress of North America. Domesticated ani-

mals were present st some of the tTradins

=*
<4

small numbers to be able to stock & zrowl

tlement., Britain and the gettled areas
were The obvious alternetive sources of supply but they were

so distant that trensportstion became an scute problem The

major types of livestock present in the colony will be di
cussed dn decreasing order of importance to the colonial
econouny.

Cattle:- Attempts to supply the settlement with
~cattle were numerous and often determined Ifor they would be

= veluable addition precarious food suprly.

oy i o P 2 o+
sk were meny and &t

But the problems in

insurmountanle, It



cattle from Britain alcng

was planned

- b}

immigrants of 1812, but these had been left berind to moke
room for walter for the voyage.l As 2 resilit the settlement's
fl“bt cattle had to be brought from the tradinz posts. A4S

Macdonell's verty moved inland from York Fac

ing neifer et Oxford House, the colony's first livestock.

The followinz eprinz, & bull, a cow znd & yearling helfer,
purchased from the Northwesters at For la Souris for what
Macdonell considered an extravegant cost of ELOC, arrived

at the Torks.? The bull from Fort le Souris became g0 Vic-

icus it was killed for beef in the fell of 1813 end the fol-

lowing Januery the Oxford Houce pull was drowned in the colony's

( iyl
Q/!
I

water nole The count of summer 1814 revezled & total of 8ix

cattle; three cows, & one year old bull znd two bull calves.éL

~

nged with Compeny ol-

ficials in 1615 %o hzve 10 hesd of cattle dispeiched from

1p, 5. Morton, History of the y West to 1870-71 (Toronto,
1939), pn. 543,508%.

7. Miles Macdonell's Jocrh81,

62, p. 1e,7Ll7, Mi Auz. 1, 1l&lk.
A oull end seversl cowe ned been brought to Oxford Houcge from
the Orkney Isglesnds, socon efterits construction in 1798, See
D. Guneva Lent, West of the Mourtsine: Jemes Sinclair and the
's Bavy Compeny (Seatl

ttle, 1963), p. ©.
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S5.P., 3, p. 782, Macdonell to Selkirk, July 17, l&l3.

ZL r - ] -t » -~ -, ,
“Tpid., 4, p. 1,19€, Mecdenell To Selkirk, July 25, 1&l4.
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Fort Albany on James Bay, inl Thev moved no

furt than Osneburg Hcouse on Lake
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digperscl of the colony in 1815 were

¢ sent cut

Most of this small herd did net survive the

colony in Ja

&

el

spoils of war,

left unwater=4d

cut on the

plains. To the few survivors of this small herd wers added

two cows tra:

WO Calves

A
1820.°

Ul

tle weie obviously unsetisfactory for livestock at the forts

s

, Mecdenell to Selkirk, Sep
585,

1. .. o
Iold., 63,
Morton, C:

-

e

IR
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-8, 1819, Dousman

o

Having mede ti:is agreement, Dousmsn imm edietely sold his con-
tract to Adam D. Stewart, ccllector of custome a% Michilimeckinsc
for 1_,ucc ~ By October 1819, Stewart wes purchasing & herd
ol cattle in the St. Louis area.
Moving north, tiis spent the 1819-1820

winter somewhere in Worthern Illincis. It had origin-
ally been arrznged tc winter the cattle at Preirie du Chien
but on hearinz that hay end adeguate shelter were scarce
there Stewart wintered them further south. The herd was ex

pected to reach Big Stone Laeke by the followin July but ‘he
vhole 2864 LEBC-1E21 winter at

- iz
Prairie du Chien, sufficient feed.” A second
herd purchased et St. Louvis in 1821 wes expected to arrive
at the delivery point later that yesr or early in 1822.

shed of Red

Riv

er

For this agreement see Lbid., 20, p. 8797; also Ibid., 21,
p.£9€5, R. Dickson to Colvile, Sept. 7, 1820.
8 P I | o0 A A e ey o) de e [l I OO S, | T - oo
Ibid., =l, p. 6891, Adam D. Stewart to Selkirk, Jure 1, 1820;
L. &, ToLill, Robert Dickson, British Fur Trader on tihe Usper
Migeigeivopi (Ann Arbor, 1€27), p. 94.
2 - T o ¢
SS.P., 88, Dp. 7464, Alex, Mecdonell to Colvile, Nov. 12, 1821,



1oz

Part of it resched Lake Treverse, at the head

until the late summer of 1822, when 170 hezd of cattle reachsd

= Y =y = Dy ER el s Ea Ty T N i £ 5
the colony, thet Stewart was able te fulfill nils contrect,

S T o
U] S

The demand weg great, tTre herd was small, and conseguently

prices were high. A total of 20 head were sold to a few
wealthy, retired traders al irilces ranging from E25 to &30

Je

-+e movement of this herd

hen Prairie du Chilen during

treuble ’iuw both civilien
Ve Lelo was well

50
1820 DLt Diew;1+ h,
and military aut.orit
ebove The 120 hezd con
Cftof having ,Llo out
Wlﬂ e ! herd, he

f1e

ror

L
L
a
<

t for, since &
roe amounts for T
14 only meke @

Simpson to Colvile, May 20, l&ZZ.

s from the colony to meet T
821, Governor Aley,hecéOQell
a

ne drovers to brinz the cattle

sd) TNaAaA T4 : - Yty
The Red River Velley, p. 252

*8.P., 83, p. 7464, Alex.Macdonell to Colvile
Ipbid., 24, pp. T615-7617, Simpson to Colvile,
Ipid., 24, p. 7729, A, Bulger to Colvile, Aug.
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cattlie in

i~ [ Te ~ = T e ST < KNS S P .
in spring 1822, most of trem owned by & few of tie weslthier
. (]
regicents.”

But it wes tre successful drive of 1822 which was
most significent for Red River stock ferming, for having com-

drovars were artle to meke drives

solved the
sources of

somewhere in the northern plains. The 120 head

delivered on contract (96 milch .cows, one vull =nd 23 oxen)

were gold for a total of $10,080, and the other 50 were

?
cows for EZ6, one
L&, two ov“l calve
m for Mr., Rolette's
”eﬂt November 1821,

mn

Ibid 24, p. 7673, This total was mede up of 45 cows, three
2

bulls, 39 calves and sSiX oXen.

“For the arrival of cattle in 1&
ulger to Colvile, Sept. 1,

A. Bulger to Colvile, Sept &, 1

rew Bulger, R,R.S., Sept. 5, 18

Bulzer to Musick and Dickson, o

Narrative of an Expedition to th o)

River (Loncon, 1ée5), 11, p. 66; Alexsnder Rogs, The fHed

Rlver Settlement (London, 1856), p. 7&; Grace Lee Nute (ed.),

Documents Relating to the Northwest Missions, 1815-1827

(5t. Paul, 1%42), p. 373. The drovers wvere Lewils Musick

2nd Frederick Dickson.

~

1
8
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Chws 05 L0 L0
&5

Thid., 24, o. 7754, A.
2 W, H, Keating,

o
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auctioned off. The wrole herd was distributed by lot to those

3

that had cls cclony: firstly the married men of

the de Meurons who had Lord Se

O

lkirk's promice of cattle in

A

writing; secondly, the Scots who had been longest in and

suffered most for the colony; thirdly, the married French

In August 1823, another 210 hesd of cattle arrived

>
1 ..I)
_l~
M
w
[
o

at the colony. 0 cows (at L2 per heesd) end two
bulls (at ElL per hezsd) were sold by & contract made the

previcus wvear, while the rest were

A1l were so0ld &t good vprices, expecially to the "Company's
rich gervants®, now arriving at the colony in ceneiderable
numbers., Simpson wes able to report in 1823 with come satis-
igne colony 1s now well supplied

with black cattle znd in the course of anotter [year] many

of the settlers will be enebled to slaughter®. Wo contract

)

was entered into that year but in October 1224 the drovers

again arrived 2t Red River, this time with & swell herd of

80 head, for tihe originel herd hed been sleugrtered
2 . . o o Y R S AT,
by Indisns. This wag a period of rawpid population growth

, Mr, Kempt's Journal z. 3
Felly to Colvile, HNov., 1, 1
Sy

v

on to Colvile, Nov. 1, 1l&Z
North West: Its ﬁafWV Dz
(Ottawa, 1914), D. 248,

N

OO

R. P, Pelly Tto Colvile, Oct. 22, 1l&z4.



end all were sold =t prices from k4 to L10O each. In 1825 fthe
. o s . e o s 1 .

drovers macde their fourth and finsl trip to Red River. This

herd is variously estimated at between 400

S But Tthe returns on trhis stock were not so

head was less, prices were lcower (milch cows sold for L6
and a pair of oxen for k4 toklO), and there was a shortage
of monev in the cclony that year. From that time newcomers

“he settlement were to buy their fourdstion stock from

,—«.

to
the colonists th

During

nad been attewpted from fer south in the United Steates, four
of wiich: had reached their destination at Red River. Ag a
result perheps 800 to 900 animsls hed been brecuzht into the

Bt o e o gn £ oA Tad T :
et most ol Uone net »lve

colony end 1t wes
cattle were cderived. Apart from the isolated trip te Prairie

ring trhe 1819-1820 winter, these long cattle drives
183 palie o

o)
o
(@]
ey
‘,_.l
@]
]
@]
(

]..

were the first trading links forged betwsen the Red River
Colony cnd tie Americen frontier settlements. The traffic

o~ -

ned so far been one way, but scon furs and later livestock

vere to move south o

chesed on the southern fringes of the Middle West; St. Louis

G. L. Nute (ed.)
Z to Colvile, Feb.

; ie
s pl) ; H 2 3 e ) ! o
bz G. A, BClCCUTb “De““rtmvat f Pudson's Bey®. Mina.

=
©;
. Col. I, l&oO-“ﬂov, D. 220,
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and its vicinity, =nd the Illinois Territory are the locations
most freguently m: oned. W, H. Keatinz specifical 1y mentions
Clarksville &s the source of the 1822 herd. The early Red
were almost certainly descendants of the old
stock brought infto the Illinois country in
v century. Little is known aboul trhe gquality
of the stock, but they wer= probably herdy, duzl

of n

- 1828

tle"2 but

are simply termed
By ©
more varied and

as well &8 a

The ownersnip of livestock gave the

greater security and well-bel

the colony

cribed %a small herd

deteiled contems
WhlackH
e introduction of cattle into
belan

more diversified and satisfectory

in 1825 af

ondescript breed. Alexander Hoss descripes
s a "large-boned znd fine breed of cat-
porzry descriptions are lacking. They

cattle.

tre settlement a
ced ferming economy had been established,
colonisl diet,

colonists a

ol

ij
[0

Il 1

of tame cattle® on the edge ol the

tlement, "sc¢ being the most satisfactory sign I heve yetb
seen of civilisation in Red Biver.“4 By this time the Scots
Ly, H. Keating, II, p. 66, This is presumably Clarlsville,
Missouri, & small town north of St. Louis, on tre west bank
of tre Mv &13Q1pp1.
ZROSS, Red River Settlement, p. 73.
3 R N i - - .
G. L. Nute (ed.), Northwest Missions p. 420, Provencrer To
Plessis, June 1, 1824: #We heve two cows that are giving
milk, two spring ““lves and one yescrling, twelve hens, some
chickens =nd scme oige; in short we are beginning to establish

ourselves,"

4AT

-
exande

r Ross, The

Tar Hunters of the ¥ A Herrative




4

especially were well supplied with cattle; &ll had at least
o] - P 1 A Ty - o~ T e o l P A

five or zix hee&d ile some hed more than 20. Indeed, some
of the fermers alresdy owned teo many enimsls for the guantity

b} o

of feed aveileble (uring the winter. Towards tne end of the
long and severe 1885-1826 winter some of the colony's anime e
were slaugitered because of a lack of feed.® The establish-
ment of = pastoral side to the Red River, mesnt that the
farmers would Soon be in e position to supply the fur trade
wit beef. While Simpson welcomed this encouragement to the
fermer, he feared that it might lead to conflict with toe
métis. He envisazed that the colony would soon be independent
of the plaing, tius depriving the hunters of their readily
aveilable market for "plains-provisions.™

The stock from the United States included & number
of oxen. They were not the first oxen in the colony

1

aken from the Northwesters ot Rainy Lake during the

53]

<

m

1616-1617 winter and six are recorded in tre 1822 cengu
But they only appeared in significant numbers at Red River
during the years 1822-1825 and & comparison of the numbers of

wven ond horses in the 1831 census s-ows & predominance of

to one, 887 as agains

D
!
o
fo}
}.J
O
(@]
Y=y
=
o .
g
®
ct
i8]
o
of

former in the

410. Oxen were generally preferred to tre horse for ploughing

of Adventures in the Oregon and Rocky Mounteins (London, 1855),
1L, . 255.

1y, p. Pritchett (ed y, "The Red River Settlement 1 20",
ﬂor ‘h Dakots Historical Guarterly, V (3), April 1931, pp. 172-
176,

. e . - ) e
Hw@;cel Gipeud . Le Metie Canedien (Paris, 1945), p. £39.




and other farm work and scon formed tie main elerent in the

settler

nt's draught animels. A yoke of oxen was invaluable
for bresking the prairie sod”. end it is no coincidence that
the dpcresce in the numbers of oxen took place at 2

same time &8s tre introduction of plough azgriculture into the

By

Horses:- 0F all the animels souzht by the colenists
in eny numbers witihin toe Korth West.

Vet although many hzd horses They were not numerous snd proved

to acquire in sulll

fur traders, were often un-

Fheit animals. In The Red River Settle-
nists felt the pull of the hunting economy
horse wes more importent Ior runnin:

mest from the pleins than for pullinz the

by the chzse, The horse was 2lso escsential to the new colon-
ists woo were compelled to live pertly by it, because of the
failure of their crops in many yeals. As & result, the horse
was ipnitielly &s much, 1f no

-

sgpect of the Red River &COnowy tren to the new gsedentary,

D. Gunn ond C. R, Tuttle, History of Menitobe From the Ferl-
iest Seﬁtlcr ent (Ottaws, 1&80), DP. D40-243,




The

Pembing,

the Company posts, es

£

to hsve lzrge ctocke of

oy
}-—
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[}
O
Lard
ct
@
[

ce places were

Htolershly domesticeted and accustomed te draw in carte,

ren were unwilling to give up thelr horses

traded

colony's

- . Lo £
1812, two of

send heli-breeds.

the

It was, hovever, curing
colenists hed to move scuth To
thet the horse proved most vel-

tre colony's first

cr stcl
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s considered one o

drawback to the pgrogress of its agricul-

e 18616-1817

D

1817, one from Jack River and

" x
PRI
10eld

R e 2 RN
men went LO Log

excellent on

o - ha

orges were movea

2z, 1819,

r country, the lergest

trese early yvears,

o

of 1%Ll horses we:xe ccunted but by lézz t/1s

’

s R «l TaT : 3 A LA o >
o 7&.4 Numbers we:e reduced by the

[
ct
-
03
S
'f i

les Macdonell's Journsal, Acril 26, 1817:
ned for horses to get in t crop’

“we wa

4 A 0 i~
Inid., 24, D.

1@05

LIEVE e




2

: B!

Ko}

! « 42 +
A W
N o]

o]

1S
b

Ccras

re}
G
o
_ 0
‘ -
H [N
i [
,; & =
O
L

Zes
:CC

nor

k)
i

-G
1
3 ..
: . fose)
: Y TH .
: o O o~
4 ST

L

‘OU

e,
|-
e

[al
o 0 3 cL 5
o Q@ - £ v ,,‘
G 0 = — &Y




o) 149! ~
l 42 e - .
| >4 4 O - w o] ! .
© O] g ~| & e
n o - C: re] 5‘..‘..“. 3 l l
o & 0w 2 4 ] WO
© . o o3 iy G o« £ ~1 e~
i 931 O] { G o4}
+ o g ~ 0N = ~ "
0 = han 0 e 0] - o2
i o] @] P -2 st} (@ @
() 4= o (] O] 3 o) 93} o e
o} o 4 @ n N o) © 50 a0
S R ey o W oo
02 = © £ <1} =t}
a e i8] ] o ey 9]
[s%; v £ [s1] 4o o i) P - -
ST B 2 B e w5
D o o I AR
! ey [ -~ -1 o] — 42 @ O el DfY
: ) ] £ ® e 58] g e i
= ~ 4 0 @ e~ & o —~
! G O [C . ] L < ©
& L = R T S a 2w moe
: G e} o - © o [0 o0 !
— LI ) O =
+ W Q £ OB o B 42
= o O o o O 2 5
e 0] 4 Y K £y Ul =N P O
0 I Oy 40 © 0 pe) [4))] @ G-
£ & 3 o) O] B K
9] = (@] 9] O - 42 ) 42w
> = ) 3 42 ST -
- ] g o [0}
. [0 o A3 [0 = 3
] iy O i [y
) 0] ja? L o BN
i B @
& )] e}
o2 & o
~ ~ s 4=
< 4 sy i
B B < ;
(@] — O @ At oy
o g 02 o2
bt O = o < LD
- [{OIRD)]
4o e Yo 0
O <3 O 4 N
o o e © o, b
45 =8 -+ o
w2 0 Ul (i -,
o i O W = G =
G o3 @ = ® — O
) 0] Ko g ® 1
16O B 42 I B =1 -
@ O Q ) . -
- @ ' i S ul + agl e
(O @ @ il
= B 4 42 (O] . A2t
O . e ® - S O 4]0
=P = GgooE L oM W <




numbers, Chickens formed part of the cargo from Frairie du
Chien ancé in the vesr geese and c¢ucks were brought in

- 1 - . e .
Factory. According to Bishop Provenchsr, writ-

there were only two ens in the ares in 1822

& ¢COo

R R R W, . -
anc 1T wad 1Lroen TL

ment were derived.

Sheep:- Lord Selkirk's vision of z visble sgricul-

P

turel colony in the hesrt of North Americe was in part based

on coaverting some of the preirie of the Red niver Valley from

buffalo country to sheep country.

demznd by the growing foctories of Yorkshire's West Riding,

Wool seemed The 1desl product on i
of &n agricultural settlement founded et the edge of one of
the world's grest grasslend arezs., Selkirk wes anxious to

point out the commerciel possibilities of his cclony. Con-

sequently, & pionser ilock of 21 Merinos (17 ewes

four rems), ~uicheced in Spain, accompanied th
/9 o i

“812,4 Tn 1€15% a fold was trzced out for th

n. 646,

£

2 A e - L o~ -1 T~ Y e T ™ I - 3
G. Macewsn, Between the Red apnd the Rockies (Toronto, 19 52),
P

icement and UfoSpoCnuq of the A
ny, Collsctions of the State Historicel Socis tv of hOAtb
, II, 1908, p. 137.

4S.Pu %, p. 768, Macd on@!l to Selkirk, July 17, 18ls. The
export of Merinos had I ormerly been restricted but durinz the
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et o1 s i T I wam L A 1. Ve o e A £ .
Douglas, where they were placed under the charge ol & shep-

Y g : E &

herd, for trey were considered too valusble to be distributed

the half wild dogs thet rcamed around the Ifringes of the
settlement began to reduce their numbers; five sheep and one

- 3 ral . . T - . .
lamb were savaged in 1818 The few survivors fell victim

They ¢id not reeppear until 1621 when another 20
Merinog (15 ewes 2nd five rams), purciesed in Sexony 8t some
expense, were shipped to York Fectory.~ They fared mo vetter

then the earlier flock and suifered from careless handling.

e
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ot
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en Snﬁ’n‘vc« overrun by French Troo
4 broken down in practice:r P. W. G
‘r* ulture 1815-1860 (New York, 1860

Napoleonic Wars, %
these restrictions i
The Farmer's Age:

D. 222,

o]

1o o

S. P. 63, p. 16,840, Miles

N

Vimcdonell's Journsl, July &, 1815.

a—

o

ZIbid., 4, ©. 1198, Macdonell to Selkirk, July 25, 1l&l4,

35, P., 63, p. 16,860, liles Hecdonell's Jou rnel, Oct, 16, 1813,
For lclu, ‘18 Sanco sre recorded (15 ewes, two rom

lenb) snd for 1814, lu sheep (nine ewes, two I'2
lambs) .

41b1&., 23, 7414, Alex Macdonell To Colyile, SGPE 1g, 1éx
Oliver, Cenedisn North-West, I, DD. £12-215; G. L. Nute (ed.),
Nort‘fesL Missions, D. 373, ~

[N
.
N
.
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opposite the fort, five ewes, all of The rams

born on ship were drowned znd only %ten sheep rezched Red .iver.

L rem was fortu-etely born in 1822 =nd 2 seccnd one wes brought
to Red River from Fort Willism in 1624. DBut again dogs, als-

ease, winter cold, lack of adeqguate husbandry and the isin-

terest of most of the settlers in sheep ming took toelr

i 2
toll and once more Sneep zradually disappesred Ifrom the colony.
1y vears sheep rearing had never zone beyond

]

part from a few

and the small sczle, and

f\)

individuals like Selkirk, nobody had shown any enthusizsm

for it., The possibility of driving & larg flock from Detroit

st the conclusion of the War of 1812 had been CCLH;CGTPQ and

the Americen merchants supplying the colony with cattle in
elso offered to bring sheep. In the

o

fur trader Colin Robertson had sugzeste
to Simpson the formztion of & large scale sheep venture, to
be known 28 the Assiniboine Sheep or Jool Compeny. 3utbt the

~ . o . 5 . 3 o -
American frontier was considered Too distant® and Simpson

(\'»

A
dismissed Robertson's scheme uS thet of a fenciful dresmer.

Wot urtil Simpson reversed his opinion would the colony be

stocked with sheep.

. P, 23, p., 739%, Simpson To Colvi

le
Ipid., 26, p. 8310, R, P. Pelly to Colvile, July 29, 1824;
j rs of the Fsr West, I1, g

o~ [y
L

! o £

.1,,1‘\15&(:6 onell to CO'VAJ_C’ e
1eve sheep From the State .
ablish ,vﬂeluueﬂa_VQs Nnesr

*
”I do not
ntil tho
*“ve some

4. . o o o o -
Ipid., 26, p. 8248, Simpson to Colvile, May 21, 1l&z4.
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Conclueions

Until about 1822 all efforts to establish ¢ pzstoral

S

iver must be considered

to the

}—-&x
bl

6]
s
[
®

srming

w‘:

economy of Red

&

ilure. The esrly ezriculture of the colony was almost

entirely concerned with the procduction of crops., Ierm animals

Only after 1822, when & rapid increzse of the colony's live-

menced. In meny ways the hunting economy end the meat 1t pro-
vided was a substitute for the lack of adeguate numbers of
farm animsls. Other substitutes had been trisd or suggested;
attempts had been mede to domesticate the buffalo and the
p0ssibility of herding reindeer and musk oxen had been dis-
cussed. Domesticated cattle I been mated with the buf
time Selkirk hed urged Macdonell to encourage the

riny meres!' milk bulb both schemes met with no

n
0]
<
ot
l__l
o
=
o
e
[
’)
O.

The few animsls at the Red River Settlement before

1622 hed suffered from a lack of adeguate care. Durinzg tre

D

s nothinz to spare for an-

We

r\)

vears oi meagre harvests, ther

iral feed. Grain and potatoes were in short supply, 2nd hay

melking was a casual affair, not the well organised and regu-

lated activity it later became. Livestcck farming was never

to be an easy thing at Red River, with its long, severe

winters. BPut the few animsls at the nascent colony were not
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sufficiently protected agal inst the ordeal of winter. Winter

feed was scarce, stables{were either inadequate or absent,

o
} .

o
s
n

end most of The se were away from the colony during the

cold sesson, hunting buifalo out of Pembina. Only the few

Il

norses at the settlement were usuelly eble to fend for them-
selves T roughout & Red River winter.

Sometime soon after 18RE the numbers of cattle, oXen,

pigs, poultry and horses began to increase. Until 1825 much
of the incresse of cattle, and partly that of oxen and horses,

but after thet yesr most of the ihcremeqt of all types of live-
stock was e nstural one. The spsence of deteiled quantita-
tive informstion prevents an enalysis of the V€710U¢ rates

of ipcresse. However, the 183l census, when 410 horses, 687
oxen, 2,066 cattle and 2,562 pigs were courted, show: 1its
‘results. Poultry were not recorded in this or amy of Tre

later colonial censuses, but they were slso probably present

in considerable nunbers. Only shaed were =psent and ned likely

sred by aboul 1825. They did not re-enter tre azri-

o

cultural scene at Red River uetil 1833, The beglnning of this
nic multiplicetion of the colony's livestoclk, perpaps coin-
ciding with the good narvests of the years 1822 -1825 and pro-

bebly stimulated by them, helped to give the colonists a feel-

ing of greater security and vrosperity. The cattle, hogs and

Loy -

poultry diversified =nd helped to stabilise tre colony's

food supply, whilst the sturdy oxen enshldl the settlers to
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RED HIVER SETTLEMENT

1827 - 1857



CHAPTER VI

POPULATION AND

Population Growth
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acceler-
calecuius of Mslthus

1840 reprecgented an

-
2

This

te of incremse was not maintal ned during The
coloniel census had counted 5,291 people in 1849, wiich rep-
resented an increzse of 15 per cent in the previouvs nine

vears., However, the rate of zrowth increased sgain in the
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1850's and by 1856 the totel number of Red River set-

~

it
"
D
by
m

ned reached ©,691.

Muclhi of the growth of vopulastion during the 30 year

period under considerstion resulted from nei

—
]

G. P. de T. Glezebrook (ed.), The Hargreve Correspondence
1821-1843, (Champlain Society; Toronto, 18%&) ». 160.

0

The population totals qu
from the Red River censu

o

mede in 18%%, lébﬁ, 1838,
A1l but the 1856 census ore
of MchTODQ Winnipez. For
sec J. "booulation and pCOuO """ e Geograph -
torical Anzlvesis Besed upon Sel ected Censusges of
River Velley in the Period 1822 to 1856." (unpublished

-
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By far the greatecst proportion of new
disc ed T

ready to take

and anxious

ang crurch., This movement reach

At the s:

ony frcm all

or reletiocns

tiie White Horge Flain

settlers

of Mennonites into

~tion directly

from Eurcope. After 1821 tre only the 13

thaet arrived at Hed River in 1827 and
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ply anothe
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in the varied populstion.

The Unimportence of i

result of the policy of the Hudson's Bay Com

ultural

the fur trzde. The Compeny wes not ready to encour the
ed River Zettlement at the

fur trading interests.” In

the only ressc

mants o
- ‘.LJ, et

Hudson's

Committae oniﬂudson's Ba
Lieut. -Colonel W, Caldw

] The Cr . vS: The Union of Britis
North America, 1857-1673% (Toronto, 1964), p. Z24.




rom tie sebttlement,
tie more open-
hed slowe

L number

easingly mors

compelling

seek new homes.
Jowever, The ceuse oi thelr unrest can be treced largely to

1 ences in and Around Fort Snelling, from
840, Minn., Hist. Col., II, 186C-1l887, 0. 127,

o

QHargl -ve Correspondence, ©p. 207, 287, 250, 4L, 348; k. E,
Rich (ed.), McLouznlin's Fort Vencouver Letter re, lst Series,
1825-18%8&, (Champ zin ro ety; Toronto, 1941), pp. 217-21&;
Nor'Wester, Avpril 2%, 1860, "Our ﬂrion?s in Illinoics®,




two fachors. Firstly, the continuing failure of the Scot-
Jo? o

tisiy Presbytericns to obthz

was & source of discont

rived a2t Red River. Secondly, there was a zrowlng reallsation

rers of the instability of thelr economic

us oroducts of

unfavourable season thelr crops were likely

(_'x

wers meg

meny of tie Scots decided to Ttry wo make & new life ifor thenm-

selves in the United Stetes. The reletively higher dmigreticn

™

of the Scots among the colonists at Red Hiver, Iurt.er diluted

in tihe population and

£

further hastened the development of a predominantly nalfi-

To ezse the problem of transportation
give tremselves greater protection zgainst poesible attachs
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temselves into varties. Thelr direction of movement was

south, up tie Red, across the internztional frontier

isclated settlements on
Fort Snelling, or the newly opened
Middle West. By at least the late 1850's ambitious young

men were taking the same direction and finding winter employ-

ment in Minnesots, where, eccording to Donald Gunn, they




were valued as "dextrous sye-men and able industricus Servants.“l
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in 1Ts orgenisaltlion &na inrtentsa

destinstion was tihe party of 121 Red River settlers (223 femiliesg)

treder Jemes Sinclair, and Trekked west cross the

nlains znd cver fthe Western Cordillera to the Paciiic sea-

boarc. Their zosl wes the Puget Sound lowlends of the Qregon
country.Y The emigrants had been actively recruited by the

Hudson's Bay Company, which had provided them with sscistence
in their passage west end promisged them lend and otrer aild

ont their arrival there, The motives of the Compazny in encour-
aging the shift of p@ople from one vert of their territory to
anotier were largely

-

hoged T0 couri-

b T SR W ] oy A1 e
Puget Sound lowlands

ion into the same arsce and to strengthen
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tire, the Comreny hoped to
populeticon Troublesome versons wio had begun to compete in the

fur trede. But the venture was far from being a success,

The settleve, plzced on poor land in

Nisgually end getting mesgre crops,

e
1ﬂ1001ﬂe 2no &fQEatanMOL woloring Expedition oL
ndon, 1860), I, p. 1706.
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ith, The Hudson's Bav
869 (Toronto, 1957), »
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moved south by the avtumn of 1

mette Velley. When

control of a1l the territory north of tihe Columbia
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far s the 49th parsllel passad to the United States. How-

ever, the trip was repeated in 1854 wren & further 100 or S0

set.lars from

by then Americzn controlled Oregon Territory.

N
nNotT matce

for American land seekers were unwilling to move To &en isclated,

LT~

Wizh 1otitude settlement on the Red River of the North as

t
“tile preiries of thelr own Middle

.

long &s much of

e Mountain
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éﬁ. C. Gluek, Minnesota and the Menifes
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populetion diled. Alexander Rosc tells us

- D R G el S T A T — St ot
The outer limits of the Red River Settlement

virtually fixed by 1827. These limits were cutlined by the

deonell

3 i ; S

ed from the ~tinking
'ivezx Cuthbert

Wnite Horse FPlain
Tort Gerry| The

U0

mission

P
f

el t Mlle

terly




Joe

successivl nor ss

e A
coraaa

1e7 (52 £

ilies) by

",;

H

om

+

S oo
285 -28
J

oL

?

3
(@)
C
o

0O



130

rivers

south

1,207

I S . S By
ASCINLO0




131

pensioners of 1848 and 1850, chosgse to take up land there.

Most of these colonicts held their land by long-term lezses

oi the Company. Yel trere were many

settled at the colony who had no such Ti

neld. As early =g 183% Simpson steted thet “on the banks of
the Main Re@] #nd Assiniboine rivers there are at present

meny souatters who have no good title to the lends they oc-
1
cupyh. A preponder

» - 1 3 k]
of the sguatfers were metls #nG

Cenadiens who were still finding their way into tihe Red River
Velley from sll erts of Rupert's Land st of the Rocky

Mountzins. Thers they Joined their kin or kind alresdy set-

lower stretches of its tributaries -- the River Seine, the

. o . o X a o L . -
Riviere Szle =nd Q8% Creek., Some of the holi-breetse rom the

Upper Settlement worked es boatmsn Ior the Company but the

de

majority made up the *mein river psriy® of the ennuzl buifelc

hunte., Ths

tised ¢ form rotetion, veluing the
tre timber it provided, rather tran for its potential for

their leand wes denuded, it

agriculture. Once the timb

N

. o . T - S T I A = ] '~ \-
was customery for the nsll-bReed nunters to

chosen lot, &nd sguat

Ibid., 27, p. 8502, Simpson
United LlﬂOQOL, Select Commlt tee on wbuJou
e57, . 96; Evidence off George Simpson.

T 5
W lu H
g Ba

ay Cm\mnv,




132

rie

Lo
0
}_J N

nlained

-
Lie

of tne hostile &100« from
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Roseg, Red River

Morton, Cuthbert Grent of
113,

M., A. MzclLeod




tish

Scot

o
o

h

851 ¢

-
o
I

W

-
1
i
~

-
J
4

™

ers

riv

e

two

VT S
L

S0t

P

PRSI

o

{

nes.,

r1E

s D

ny 't

colo

o

i“'\

Ao
L%

Irisr

Je

F.
VD

. L
GO Seli

I

]

N
Xavi




O e

RED RIVER PARISHES
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carefully selected by its founder Reverend Williem Cock-

ia solection. The attractivensss of

livestoclk,

ash, elm and basswcoo
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new houcehold were To & large extent, &t least until about

creasge which led to the axial subdivision of tihe long lots

ere ¢plit up to provide for children

divided two or three times. This

chenomens waes observed in the Scottish section of Tre colony
by Alexender Ross who commented that:

‘1tcble Tor back or second con-

e young merry, the louu become
now, not only one establishment,
nd even three on the qule lot, ﬁLVle
gpea.-qce."l

"The ccuntry not bed
cession of lznds,
divided; and there

4
&
&
nes L_fWO, 2
a

O “f

i
T

ng
s
I

7iC

RSN

but sometis
them & ribbon-like

The oartitioning of the original holdings wss partly & result

(‘I?
¢

ire to ensurs esc

)
I
oy
D
o
[}
0!

D

nh farmer frontzge on the river and
accessg to water, and partly because o
or friends to stay close together. It was normel, especially

t heving =znd hervest time, to find neighbours cooperating

o

for mutual convenience., They were drawn together by the sheer

(‘\’}

.rmi

necessity to cooperate in order to complete fa

fore the advent of early frosts or avtumn rains., It was all

the more advanitageous, sSince form labour wes scarce and expen-

sive at Red River, if & fermer had a number of song of working
age setvtled on adjoining lots to help him finish tThe work of

Alexander Ross, z2fter complaining of the

1 in 1856 that *it is

=3
=
[y

iz

o

chronic shortaze of hired nelp ren
only families strong within themselves that cen carry on any

kxind of work,¥

}_.I

Ross, Hed “ive“ Settlement, p. 20L;
bnlmct Compittee on Hudson's Bay Compe
Evidence of Colo“eT J.B, Croft

L) &
2 oA m e T Lo Tove k)
“p.A.M., Ross Pepers, Alexander Rose to James HOS

Uit 2
v, 1857, p. 177;
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LA
easy bto lay out lots which combined both timber and prairie,
Settlement 1argély, though not wholly, avoided the cast side
of the Red and the south side of the Assiniboine where the
timbered area ran back in Places two miles from the riveris
edge. Clearing such land for the plough presented an initial
problem to settlement. Furthermore, in those rarts of the
colony where the river banks were deeply forested it was
difficult to lay out lots which combined both prairie and
woods, as well as river frontage. Thus, although the open
prairies were wholly avoided, the thickly woode@éreas were
largely avoided. These wooded areas were preserved as wood
lots for settlers on the ovposite banks, The preferred areas
for settlement were those im which timber, prairie and front-
age on the river could be combined into a lot two miles in
length,

The distribution of population and the direction
of settlement expansion can be partly explained with reference
to environmental conditions. But the facts of physical geog=-
raphy were strengthened by the force of tradition and the
desire of settlers to keep together for mutual defense and for
the social benefits that such a communsl life offered, To
leave the riverfront communities would have meant isolation
and removal for many yvears from the facilities of school and
church,

Earlier we have seen that the policy of the Hudsonts

Bay Company also influenced population distribution and the

3

irection of settlement, but once the riverine locations be-
came crowded compactness was sacrificed for river front loc-
atlon and the Portage settlements came about despite object-

lons on the part of the Companv.
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The Bed River Settlerent in 18586-1857
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. ONE DOT= 50 PERSONS

FIG6

[ DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION RVR\S!
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cultivated area was matched by a slow and irregulér increase
in the amount'of arable land per head of population. The 0.8
acres per person in 1831 had increased to 1.2 acres for every
man, women and child in the colony by 1856.

The arable 1and, like the population, straggled for
many miles along the edge of the rivers, but there was no
great depth of c¥Wltivation. By the 1820's there was an
arable fringe of perhaps a quarter to a half a mile in depth,l
which may have been pushed back to about a mile in some parts
of the Lower Settlement by the mid 1840'8.2 George Simpson
gave evidence in 1857 that "there has never been any culti-
vation a mile from the river.“5 As in the initial years of
settlement, cultivation was confined to the relatively warm
and well drained soils of the natural river levees. The ripari-
an character of Red River sgriculture was clearly recognised
and explained by Palliser who wrote that:

uof the prairies along the Red River only narrow strips
on top of the banks have been brought under cultivation

by the colonists, as there the land is naturally rather
higher and better drained than that lying in the rear.“4

ls, Simpson, Life and Travels of Thomes Simpson (London, 1845),
pp. 85-86,

2p,A.M., Diary of Colonel J. F. Crofton, Mey 5, 1847.

SUnited Kingdom, Report of the Select Committee on the Hudson's
Bay Company, (London, 1857). p. 51; also Ibid., pp. 307-308;
Evidence of Lieut.-Col, W, Caldwell.

4U’nited Kingdom, Journals, Detailed Reports and Observations
Relative to the Exploration by Captain Palliser (London, 1863),
p. 8.
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longest settled parishes of St. Paul; St. John and St. Boni-
face, where the Scots especially and some French Canadian
families conscientiously tilled their fields year by year,
The tilled areas within the individual long lots
were fenced to keep out the livestoek, in whaet were known,
at least among the Scots as parks, and according to their
location in relation to the farmstead, the colonists disting-
quished between home parks and out or outer parks.l Most of
the fenced areas were in arable, but there are alsc references
to hay parks.2 It seems that the word park designated any
fenced or enclosed area within the river lot, whether for
tillage or pasture.3 Individual enclosed areas were small,

perhaps three to five acres,

Crops

The nature of the source material meskes it impos-
sible to adeguately describe with any precision the patterns
of land use within the settlement. No statistics are available
as to the acreages of the different erops cultivated nor are
there any figures for the volumes of the crops produced. The
Red River censuses unfortunately only give information on
the amount of arable land, so that one cannot examine in de-

tail the distribution of individual crops within the settlement

lThese are repeated items in the Samuel Taylor Journal,

2p.A.M., Ross Papers, Alex. Ross to James Ross, Aug. 25, 1854:
8T have extended our outer hay park to double its usual length.”

5It has the same meaning in Scotland, Ireland and Northern
England. ,
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down, and does not meat, 1l It was the first crop to be har-
vested at the settlement; reaping beginning in the last week
of July or early in August. Barley bread was not eaten by
the colonists, whose bread - corn was wheat. A& little barley
was used as animal feed but.most of it went into the meking of
barley broth, always z dietary staple.z Part of the farmers'
barley harvest was also intended for melting purposes in a
number of illieit distilleries that produced spirits for local
consumption or for the increasing numbers of free traders in
the settlement.9

Potatoes had been a major subsistence crop at the col-
ony since the beginnings of settlement and were by far the
most important non - grain crop cultivated. They were grown
not only as a field crop but in gardens. Potatoes were gen-
erally a sure crop at Red River, though sometimes damaged by
grubs and grasshoppers, and reduced in volume during years
of heat and drought. Most commentators on Red River agricul-
ture agreed that the settlement was good potato growing
country, for they did well in the fertile, stone-free soil
and generally suitable climate. They were normally planted

about the third week of May. "“New" potatoes were dug in July

lponald Gunn, "Stetistics of Red River", United Kingdom,
Select Committee on Hudson's Bay Company, 1857, Appendix 7,
p. 38l. ]

ZW. J. Healy (ed.), Women of Red River, (Winnipeg, 1923),
p. 149.

301iver, Canadian North-West, I, PP. 316, 541; Giraud, Le
Métis Canadien, pp. 788-789. .
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the early pioneers to secure good crops in most years by the
simplest methods of cultivation. Constant cropping without
rotation or fertilisation seem to have been the normal prac-
tices, Crop rotation was rarely tried and most settlers grew
the same crop year after year in the same ground, never at-
tempting to rest it or p;ant a different crop. There is no
evidence of thg appreciation pf the importance. of maintaining
the fertility of the soil in the early history of Red River
agriculture. Animal manure found little place in that agri-
culture for prairie land was considered as being virtually in-
exhaustible in fertility, and its application to the land
was thought by.the majority to be unnecessary, & waste of time
and energy and even a sign of weakness. Stable manure and
straw were left in piles on the river's edge, used for bank-
ing up the férmsteads, or simply thrown into the river. In
184é Colonel J. F. Crofton described the settlement as being
tgqualid, the houses of the best settlers have heaps of dung
énd dirt near their doors. They seem . idle and not to care
for manuring their lands.“l
Other comments of Red River farming are often equally
as cfitical of the methods .employed, and an impression of an

untidy, careless and slovenly agriculture 1s created.z Yet

lP.A.M., Diary of J. F. Crofton, Sept. 15, 1846; also United
Kingdom, Select Committee on Hudson's Bay Company, 1857, DD.
52, 1413 Evidence of G. Simpson and Rev, G. O. Corbett; Hind,
Exploring Expedition, I, P. 223.

ZNor'-wester, Sept. 14, 1861l: “One great drawback on farming
in the upper part of the French Settlement 1S that a great
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employed were more like those of the Indian farmers of the

Upper Missouri than those of the farmer-colonists at Red River.
The weeks between the end of sowing and the commence-

ment of the hay meking was a comparatively duiet time. All

crops were weeded.and the row crops were fregquently hoed during

the summer. Up to the late fifties the grain crops were har-

vested entirely by sickle and scythe, the latter as the generally

more efficient implement probably gradually replacing the former.

Potatoes were lifted by spade but some found it easier to simply

run the plough through the potato patch.l Once the grain.was‘

cut and stacked the hardest tasks of the farming year were

complete, for threshing operations lacked the particular ur-

gency of harvesting. Threshing was a year round activity,

the grain being threshed by the flail, usually on the ice

floor of a barn, though sometimes out in the open air, as it

was needed. The cross draught of a barn was the simple way

of winnowing out the chaff and other litter, ©Such methods

often produced a dirty, impure, inferior product.2 The grain

was stored in the lofts of the farmhouses, and later taken as

needed to the loecsl windmill or watermill.

lIbid., Oct. 1866: "He ploughed his Aunt Elizabeth's potates
on the 13th.* . !

2Ross, Red River Settlement, pp. 116, 120-121.



CHAPTER VIII
LIVESTOCK FARMING AND THE HAYING ECONOMY i

Introduction

Out of the years of uncertainty up te 1827 a mixed
cropping-herding agriculture had come in which livestock as
well as crops played an important role. Domesticated animals
were found on almost every holding, though it was the Scots
of the Lower Settlement who were the most pastoral minded
of all fhe colonists at Red River, Cattle, horses, sheep, oxen,
pigé and poultry had an imporﬁant part in the economy of the
settlement. Cattle, sheep, pigs and poultry provided food and
a little clothing whilst the horses and oxen were kept as
workstock and as a means of transport. Livestock numbers are

shown in Table 5.

Cattle

Most settlers had a number of cattle which ensured
them a supply of fresh milk and meat and a few also made a
1little low grade butter and cheese. The original herds had
maltiplied rapidly, increasing more than threefold between
1831 and 1856, (Table 5). Although the cattle had increased
in numbers there>had been no corresponding increase in the

guality of the stock. This was in large part because of the

184
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to make wool the major sgricultural staple of the colony,
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AS wWith the colony's cattle,

in breedingz.

After theilr introduction in 1837, Red River

ienced & sheen boom 2nd numbers incres the

next 13 yeers. In 1843 sheep formed the larzest single element

LRobert
Dalota |
Ross, Red

floek purchsace
Big Stcene Lake.

C. loef, Minnesota end
o Northwest (Torento, 196
: 1945), p

Donzld Gunn, et
Revort From the Sele
1857, Aypendix 7,

cs of Red River", United Kingdom,
t Committee on huason‘u i O
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DISTRIBUTION OF SHEEP
; 1856

' ONE DOT = 50 SHEEP

FIGO

REC. 1956
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DISTRIBUTION OF HORSES | o oA Y
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equal and fair chence to mow sufficient quantities of hay to
carry him over the winter months. Within "the settlement
belt* each colonist was able to mow and graze his animsals

on his own two miles long lot, as and when he wished, Beyond
this most settlers had the exclusive right to cut hay on the
outer two miles immediately at the rear of their holding. This
important right, recognised by the Company, was known as the
thay-privilege®, This outer two miles was valued chiefly
for the hay it‘provided, but some light timber was also cut
there and by 1870 there was, in some parishes, considerable
ploughed land in the "hay-privilege®. This privilege was
not, however, enjoyed”by all settlefs. In the parishes of
St., James, St., Boniface and later in St, Vital, many of the
colonists did not have the *hay-privilege", for there the
outer two miles was partly éut off by the}junction of the main
rivers and the River Seine with the Red. In St. James the
lots of some of the settlers abutted on the thay-privilege®
of 8t. John's and partly on the Company's reserve land at
Upper Fort Garryl (Figure 12). 1In 1860 the residents of St.
James were to petition the Council of Assiniboia to give
ﬁhem the same haying privileges enjoyed by the other colon-
ists.2 On the east bank of the Red, where the river lots

were squeezed between the main river and the River Seine, much

Inew Nation, May 6, 1870, "Convention at Red River®; Reports
of Mr. McKay and Mr, 0'Donoghue. See also Archer Martin,
The Hudson's Bay Company's Land Tenures (London, 1898), p. 213.

zoliver, Canadian North-West, I, pp. 456-457.
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States.l The colonists at first traded cattle for horses,z
but it is eclear that during the 1840's and 1850's herds of
cattle and also of horses were fairly regularly driven south
from Red River to at least as far as St, Paul.® The number
of animels involved in this trade is unknown. The south-
ward movement of live animals tended to be overshadowed

and obscured by the movement of furs in the same direction.
Donald Gunn, writing in 1856, notes that "during the whole

éummer some of our people are on the road'taking cattle from

1860-1867, p. 127; Hargrave Correspondence, p. 207; Ross, Red
River Settlement, p. 184,

leiraud, Le M8tis Canadien, p. 771.

2J. s. Galbraith, The Hudson's Bay Company as an Imperisl
Factor, 1821-1869 (Toronto, 1957), P. 62.

SThe following sources contain evidence of this: JLettres de
Monseigneur Joseph-Norbert Provencher, Premier Evégue de
Saint-Boniface (St. Boniface, 1913), P.. 185; Hargrave Corres-
pondence, p. 348; E, A, Mitchell, “Clouston Goes %o Pembinat,
Beaver, Autumn 1961, p. 52; Minnesota, Journal of the Senate,
1858, Appendix VIII, p. 92; C. C, Andrews, Minnesota and Dac-
otah (Washington, 1857), p. 108; United Kingdom, Select Gom-
mittee on Hudson's Bay Company, 1857, p. 623 Evidence of
George Simpson; United Kingdom, Journals, Detailed Reports,
and Observations Relative to the Exploration by Captain
Palliser (London, 1863), p. 56; H. Y. Hind, Narrative of the
Canadian Red River Exploring Expedition of 1857 (London,
1860), I, p. €30; J. L. Coulter, *Industrial History of

the Red River Valley", Collections of the State Historical
Society of North Dekota, III, 1910, pp. 548, 557,
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here and bringing goods in return.® The same writer claims
that the sale of cattle to Minnesotans paid for one ninth of
the goods purchased by the colconists from St. Paul, the rest
being paid for *in furs and bills of exchange";l The American
Seftlers valued the Red River stock particularly for their hardi-
ness and ability to endure long mid-continental winters.z The
details of the organisation of this trade are not known. It
is probable that the Scots and others in the Lower Settlement
with substantial herds of animals, were the méin participants
in the trade. Since most farmers kept only a limited number
of cattle and horses, it was not worth while to drive them
individually to market. It seems likely that they sold off
their surplus stock to dealers in the settlement,> who hired

a few men to drive the herd down into Minnesota. However, on
occasion, the American buyers travelled to the settlement it-
self to purchase a few animals,?

The writer has been unable to document the sale of other

forms of agricultural produce in the United States at

this time. M, Giraud, quoting a source of 1847, claims

that it was the practice of the military garrisons on the

lDonald Gunn, "Statistics of Red River," United Kingdomn,
Select Committee on Hudson's Bay Company, 1857, Appendix 7,
p. 383.

2C. C. Andrews, Minnesota and Dacotah, p. 108.

3Alexaﬁder Ross describes Andrew McDermot, the leading free
trader in the colony as being, among msny other things, "a
dealer in cattle": Ross, Red River Settlement, p. 399.

45ee P.A.M., Rev. Alonzo Barnard, "Sketch of My First Trip to
the Selkirk Settlement, 1843."
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RED RIVER SETTLEMENT L
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placed in this category. In these parishes the attention to
farming was beléw the average of the agricultural core but
well above the low level prevailing in the peripheral hunting
sreas. All parts of the intermediate areas had settlers who
were as devoted to farming as the Kildonan Scots; some Cana-
dians and a few metis in'St. Boniféce, Orkneymen and English
speaking half-breeds in St. Andrew‘s and along the lower Assini-
boine. However, their efforts are somewhat obscured in the
Red River censuses by others whose prediliction for the agri-
éultural way of life was much less. Each of the four parishes
had either hunting elements in their population, for example |
the metis of St. Roniface and St. Charles, or fammers who had
little land under cultivation and cwnéd few animals, such as
the Protestant half-breeds of St. Andrew's. The economies of
St. Boniface and St. Charles were "mized" in the sense that
they included an agricultural as wéll as“an.hunting sector.

In St. Andrew's and St. James agriculture was the prime econo-

mic activity.
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CHAEPTER XI
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THE RED RIVER

, 1657 - 1870

Introduction

On July 15, 1870 after a decade of political in-
security znd unrest which had culmineted in tire Riel Rebellion,
the Red River Settlement passed over to the Dominion o Caneds,
end wes incorporated into the Province o

of the Preirie Provinces. During the 1860's the settlement,

for lone isolated =nd virtually unknown to the world at large,

o~

to tworld® view. The failure of the col-

f food snd the economic crisis of 186&, closely

ony's sources o

followed by the metis uprising of 1869-1870, had given the

Rec

FRS

s certain notoriety and much publicity.

o

The Repo:t of the Selesct Committee of 1857 into the Hudson's

Bay Compzny, the evalusztions of the potentialities of the

S S R P =y %y £ ey By T e T 9
1le Hind and Ceptain John Palliser,

%

the publicetion of the Nor'-Wester

- ey L. O A« R N =Y. D e - eTa) b1 oy - o
newspsper in 1859, hed all worked towarcs tne Sane end. There

were mony outward manifestetions of *the gignificant ch

T de i 1 o e S e o € S g
ch the beglnnings ol sted

sthened commercisl re-

infug-
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intensive study by Chester Martin. A. S. Morton, W. L. Morton,
G. F. G. Stanley and others. The discussion here will focus
atténtion on the changes in population, settlement and agricul-

ture.

Population

In 1870 the population of the new Province of Man-
itoba totalled 12,226.1 Its distribution is shown in Figure
14, Settlement was still clearlyAconcentrated along the main
rivers arouhd‘the Forks. Of the total'population‘bver 90 per
cent (11,193) was érowded into the parishes stretched out
along'the lower valleys of the Bed and the Assiniboine, This
represented an'approximate doubling of the population in those
areas in a period of 14 years. Outside this main centre of
population were small métis settlements, mdstly connected with
fishing and hunting, on the southern fringes of the Interlake
area, at Oak Point and St. Laurent on the south eastern edge
of Lake Manitoba® and also at Scanderbury in a similar loca-
tion with respect to Leke Winnipeg. Bast of Red River another
small half-breed settlement had existed since the late 1850's
at Oak Point (Ste. Anne-des-Chenes) on the upper Seine. It

was linked to St. Boniface by the last section of the newly

lcensuses of Canada 1665 to 1871 (Ottawa, 1876), IV, pp. 380-
%87,

ZEarly settlement in the Interlake area 1is surveyed by J. M.‘
Richtik, A Historical Geography of the Interlske Area of Mani-
toba From 1871 to 1921 (Unpublished Thesis of the University

g

of Menitoba, 1964), Chapter 2.
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The American-born settlers were also widely scat-
tered throughout the parishes of the colony, showing slight
concentrations in St. Frangois-Xavier, St. Charles and near
the Forks in Winnipeg and St. John's., Many of them were retail
tradérs out of Minnesota, who since the mid 1850's had been
taking advantage ofvgrowing commerical links between St. Paul
and Fort Garry.l The settlement also served as a refuge for
deserting American soldiers escaping from the harsh military
life of the frontier posts‘on the upper Missouri. In July
1868 the Nor'-Wester announced that

“our population has been receiving considerable additions
at the expences of Uncle Sam. From Fort Stevenson and
Devils Lake [Fort Totte@] we have had a continuous stream
of 'boys in blue' some With mules and some on foot, while
many more are expected. Bad treatment &ppears to be the
cause of so many desertiqns."2

It is not known, howevef, if these men took up land
or. merely passed through Red River on their way elsewhere.

The population had continued to grow despite contin-
uing emigration and a series of epidemics that raged in the
settlement from 1864 to 1866, The earlier migration from Red
River had consisted largely of dissatisfied and restless Scot-

tish Presbyterians and English half-breeds heading for what
they hoped would be a2 better way of life in the United States.

lyort-Wester, April 2, 1862: “0f late years, not a few Amer-
icans have settled amongst us and are driving & paying business
in our midst." Also Ibid., Aug. 30, 1862, Nov. 25, 1863.

R1pid., July 18, 1868. See also L. M., Kene (ed.), Military Life
in North Dekotae. The Journal of Philippe Regis de Trobiand
(8t. Paul, 1951), p. 306.
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all over this Settlement*,t The epidemic continued into 1866
for in April an outbreak of whooping cough hit the colony,z
but by the end of the year most of the sickness was over.
Reasons for the epidemic were not hard to find; the consump-
tion of bad river water and the poor diets of many colonists,
the unhealthy atmosphere of dirty, ill-ventilated homes and
the lack of proper care for the sick -- each played its part.5
The shortage of food during the three bad crop years 1863~

1865 and the resulting undernourishment no doubt weakened the

resistance of the settlement to the attacks of various diseases.

Expension of the Settled Area

The most extensive new settlement during the 1860's
was taking place in the Portage district. The 1861 flood,
which left much of the parishes of St. John and St. Paul
under water, like the one in 1852, acted as & spur to a fur-
ther outflow of people from the Lower Settlement to the enpty
lands at the Portage, looking for better and easier areas to
farm.4 By the spring of 1862 there were perhaps 200 persons
settled in that area.5 The spread of settlement was both east

l1pid., Dec. 1865.
Brpid., April 1866.

3jor' Wester, Feb. 6, 1865, Feb, 23, 1865, Oct. 23, 1865.

41p44., Aug. 1, 1861; also Ibid., April 28, 1860.

51pia., May 28, 1862.
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Mtill last summer the settlement at this placé §Westbourne}
consisted of a few English half-breeds, some half dozen in
murber. "l This community dated back to 1860 when thé Rever-
end Henfy George, son-in-law of Archdeacon Cockrane of the
Portzge, completed the construction of an Anglican mission
at the first of the three crossings of the Whitemud River by
the North Branch of the Sazskatchewan Trail.” Because of this
situation it was commonly known as the First Crossing5 but
its official name was meant to perpetuate the memory of John
West, ﬁhe first Protestant missionary in the Red River Colony.
The new settlements along the Assiniboine attracted a
large proportion of the immigrants arriving at Red River
during the 1860'3, most of whom bypassed the crowded parishes
on the Red and the lower Assiniboine that were finding it
increasingly difficult to absorb their own natural increase
of population, let alone newcomers. The Nor'-Wester in 186%Z,
after commenting on *the almost universal tendency" for people
to move from the old Red River settlements to the Portage, con-
tinued that "strangers that come to settile, always prefer

that district to this."® With their populations of predominantly

Manitoba. M. Giraud, Le Metis Cansdien, p. 1135, notes that
some 15 metis families had moved to the Whitemud River from
the older settlements during the dry, grasshopper years of

Lyanitoban, Sept. %0, 1871.
Ryor! Wester, April 14, 1860, Dec. 17, 1860, Aug. 15, 186l.

3M, M. Fehrni and W. L. Morton, Third Crossing (Winnipeg, 1946),
po 50 .

dyor'-Wester, Oct. 22, 1862.
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was extended to the more distant areas of well-drained soils
in the nouter-two miles.

To summarise, ﬁhere were three ways in which the
rising population at Red River during the 1860'5 was incorpor-
ated into the established pattern of riverine settlement; sub-
division of the older arable land; additional widening of the
arable strip alongside the rivers; extension of cultivation
out into the "hay-privilege."

Crops:- Experimenté with new crops or with new
varieties of old crops was another aspect of agricultural
change. The possibility of introducing sugar beets into the
colony, and of building a sugar factory was discussed in 1856l
but there is no evidence of this crop ever being planted during
the Red iner period. The cultivation of 11 bushels of rye
by a settler in 1865 was welcomed as an interesting innovation.g
Individual fermers were also experimenting with types of Indian
corn seven to ten feet tall, which was much higher than the
traditional type cultivated at Red River.® Yet these were
very minor changes, interesting curiosities rather than import-
ant innovations, that did nothing to alter the basic pattern
of cropping.

More significant was the introduction of improved,

guicker maturing strains of wheat., Ry 1860 the Red River

1p A.M., Ross Papers, 166, William Ross to James Ross, Mer. 10,
1856.

BNor! -Wester, Sept. 21, 1865.

3lp14., Aug. 14, 1860, Aug. 28, 1860.
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CHAYTER XIT
SOME CONCLUSIONS
The Red River Colony provides an interesting example
‘of an isolated agricultural settlement founded in the heart
of a fur trading wilderness well beyond the agrarian frontier,
It was an idealistic concepbtion of Lord Selkirk who hoped fTo
settle dispossedsed Scobtish and Irish peasants on the Forth
American plalns.The Hudsonts Bay Obmpamy surported Selkirkts
plan, hoping that the colohy would become a source of: agriC*
ultural produce for thelr rapidly multiplying fur posts in
thelorthweste
From its tiny begimmings on Polnt Douglas in 1812,
settlement st Assiniboia expanded upstream and downstreamn
along the Red River and gpstream along the Assiniboine
River away from the cenbrally located Forks. The process
of colonisation at Red River wag a competition‘for sites
with river fronbage that ensured quick and easy access %o
the mein rivers and the assoclated streamside belts of
timber, Both sebttlement agriculture clung closely to the
edges of the rivers within the distinctive long lot survey,
a system of land division copied from that long employed in
Quebec, Iimitations of technology and the force of traditon,
as well as the distribution of woodland and light, well
drained levee soils within the RedRiver lowland limited
settlement to a narrow bend along the main rivers. The
long, thin, strip farms of of the settlers, all fronting

279
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on the rivers, cub across btwo vegebation assoclatlions, the
narrow belt of hardwood timber along the river and a wicer
segment of the prairie grassland behind. Settlement spread
out along the line of contact between the forest and the
prairie, for each of these plant assoclations was essential
to the exisbtence of the colony, the former supplying build-
ing materials and fuel, the labtter wild hay and grazing for
livestock.
By 1870, when the population of the colony had
risen to over 12,000, the settlement straggled for about 60
miles along the Red and for a similar distance along the
north bank of the Assiniboine as far as rortage la Prairie
and Rat Creek. Since about 1860 overcrowding in the older
areas of settlement resulting largely from the repeated
subdivision of river lots amongst offspripg had brought
about the spread of cultivatlon away from the lmmediate
vicinity of the waterways into the open prairie beyonc.
But nowhere had there been sufficient pressure on river
front space to modify the riparian nature of the colony or
even to bring about a second range of settlement. The growth
of the Portage sebtlements snd the migration to them of
people from other parts of the colony, helped to relieve the
high populatipn densities along bthe lower Red after 1850.
Much of the distinctive character of the rivarian
Red River Settlement resulted from the existence within it

of disparate peoples and cultures; whites, half- breeds and

Tndians, fermers and hunter- fishermen, occuplied different
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sections of the riverfront. Two very different ways of life,
oﬁé.based on sedentary agriculture, the other on the semi-
nomadie buffalo hunt, made up the total economic life of the
small'commnnity. The crop fallures of the early years had
forced the colony to turn to the buffalo hunt of the rlains
and the fisheries of lake and river for a large part of its
food, linking 1tself by necessity to the nomadic economy of
the fur trade and the pralrie, from which in later years it
was never able To withdréw. It was the uncertainty of both
agriculture and the hunt that created and maintained the basic
dichotony of the Red River economy and made the settlement
dependent on the produce of both river lot farms and pralrie
hunting lands for its sustenance. Agriculture and the hunt

existed in close interdependence. wWhen the crops of the farmer

4

of the Tower Sebtlement and St. Boniface falled, The spoils
of the hunt, provided largely by the métis people of the
Upper Settlement and St. Frangois— Xavier, had to sulfice
for colonial needs. On the other hand following an unsuccess-

a

ful trip to the plains, the farmers had to help out the neecy

hunters, for most of whom farming had 1little attraction.
Farming was commbnly productive 1f slovenly. The
merket for farm produce was small and internal, largely centred
om the regular and uneritical demands of thh fur trade. O

jo R ud

the Red River censuses only that of 1856 lent itself to the

[

study of the distributional aspects of agriculbure. The absence
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of suéh data on 2 parish basis for other years prevented a
detailed examination of the distributional change of
such phenomena. Although there is no information relating to
the acreage or production of crops, wheat, barley and potat-
oes almost certainly domlinabted Red River crop farming. The
distribution of crop land, expressed as the amount of arable
per caplta, was a good indicator of the levels of farming
activity within the settlement. The concentration of arable
land was greatest ab the centre of the colony in St. John's
and St. Paults and lowest at its extremities in 3t. Frangois»
Xavier, 3t. Norbert and St. Peter. The sebttlement was also
home to a large livesbock population, supported almost wholly
by a carefully organised haying economy, based on the gather-
ing of wild pralrle grasses. The per caplta concentration of
reatest in the Iower Settlement and

cattle and sheep was

g
further emphasised the greater atbtention to agriculture in

that sector of bthe colony. amongst the maps showing the pattern
of livestock distribution, that of the ratio of horses to

oxen was especially revealing of The essential regional con-
trasts within the colony. The high number of horses in the
métis settlements of the White Horse Plain and the Upper
gettlement was a good indicator of the very low level of agric-
ulbural activity in those areas. The numbers of oxen, the

basic snimal for farm work, wWere greatest in the areas where
the level of farming was highest, that is in the ILower Sebtle-
ment. The patterns of land use and of animal distribubtion

]

nternal contrasts existing within the small

*_J:

pointed up the

Red River Colony, and were used in the drawing of a map shov-



ing the socio- economic areas of the setbtlement. $t. John!

1921

and $t. Paults stand out as the agricultural heartland. The
parishes at the extremities of the colony, St. Frangois-xavier
St. Norbert and 3t. Peter, are marked by the emphasis on hunt-
ing ‘in their economies, and were termed the hunting- fishing
fringe. The parishes that fell between these extremes were
called the intermediate areas.
The reasons for these sharp internal contrasts,

in the absence of any marked environmental variations from

one part of the settlement to another, are to be found in

the varying culturael origins and attitudes of the different
groupé of colonists,., Of all the major groups collected at

Red River, it was the Highland Scots who were most . fully
commited to farming as a way of 1life. Most of the needs of

the Prench méetis and full blooded Indians were provided by

the hunt and the fisheries.

Much of what was the heart of tho Red River Colony
lies submerged beneath the brick and concrete of Greater
Winnipeg,‘but certain of its distinctive aspects are still
preserved in the present landscape of Manltoba. In particular
the long, narrow fields of bthe river fronting lots stand out
with great clarity, emveloped as they are by the square pabberrs
of later township and sectlional surveys. The river lot areas
of Manitoba are a constant reminder of sn earlier way of 1life

and define with some accuracy the riverine, farmer- hunter

settlements of the early residents of the Red River Valley.
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APPENDIX A
Sources For Table 1

G. L. Nute (ed.), Documents Relating to Northwest Missions,
1815 - 1827 (8t. Paul, 1942), pp. 430=-431, 434; M, Giraud,
Le Méetis Canadien (Paris, 1945), pp. 638-639.

 A. Ross, Red River Settlement (London, 1856), Chapter IX;

S.P., 27, p. 8451, D. McKenzie to Colvile, August 1826,
G. L. Nute (ed.), Northwest Missions, p. 443,

S.P,, 16, p. 5291, Alex.Macdonell to Selkirk, Aug. 15, 1818;
Ibid., 16, p. 5336, Alex.Macdonell to Selkirk, Aug. 30,
1818y Ibid., 16, p. 5328 Capt. Matthey to Selkirk, Aug. 20,
1818; Ibid., 16, p. 5368, Capt. Matthey to Selkirk, Sept.
12, 1818; Ibid., 16, p. 5385, Alex. Macdonell to Selkirk,
Sept. 13, 1818, ‘

Ibid., 19, p. 6389, W. Laidlaw to Selkirk, July 1819;
Ibid., 19, p. 6414, Capt. Matthey to Selkirk, Aug. 2, 1819;
Ibid., 19, p. 6541, Alex.Macdonell to Selkirk, Nov, 8, 1819,

Ibid.,‘Zl, p. 6949, Alex.Macdonell to Colvile, Aug. 8,
18203 Ibid., 21, p. 6968, J. Pritchard to Colvile, Aug. 29,
1820.

Ibid., 23, p. 7302, Alex, Macdonell to Colvile, June 10,
1821 Ibid., 23, p. 7400, Alex Macdonell to Simpson, June
12, 1821; Ibid., 83, p. 7360, J. Pritchard to Colvile,
Aug. 31, 1821; Ibid., 23, p. 7482, Alex. Macdonell to
Colvile, Sept. 13, 18Z1.

Ibid., 3, p. 787, Miles Macdonell to Selkirk, July 17, 1813;
Ipbid., 4, p. 1183, Miles Macdonell to Selkirk, July 25,

Ibid., 69, pp. 18,435 - 18,448, Peter Fidler's Journal at

the Red River Settlement, July 22, 1814 - July 25, 1815,

Ibid., 12, p. 4195, Alex. Macdonell to Selkirk, Nov. 10,
18173 Ibid., 12, p. 4290, W. Laidlaw %o Selkirk, Dec, 28,
1817 Ibid., 12, p. 4306, F. de Graffenried to Selkirk,
Jan., 1, 1818; Ibid., 15, p. 5189, Alex. Macdonell to
Selkirk, July 20, 18183 Ibid., 15, p. 5209, W. Laidlaw
to Selkirk, July 22, 1818,

Ibid., 19, p. 6414, Capt. Matthey to Selkirk, Aug. 2,
1819.
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iz,
13.

14,

15.
1.

17.

18.

19.
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Ibid., 26, p. 8353, R. P. Pelly to Colvile, Oct. 23, 1824,
M. Giraud, Le Métis Canadien, p. 640, Note 6.

S.P., 63, p. 16,824, Miles Macdonell's Journal, May 5,
18135 Ibid., 3, p. 855 W. Auld to A. Wedderburn, Sept

16, 1815.

As for Number 7.

As for Number 9,

S.P., 24, p. 7740, A. Bulger to Colvile, Aug. 11, 1823;
Ibid., 24, p. 7743 A, Bulger to Colvile Sept. l 1822

Ibid., 26, p. 8282, R, P, Pelly to Colvile, June 7, 1824;
G. L. Nute (ed.), Northwest Missions, pp. 407 419

Ibid., pPp. 430-431, 4344 M, Giraud, Le Métis Canadlen,
Pp. 638-639; Ross, Red Rlver Settlement, Pe. 97,

As for Number 2.



APPENDIX B

Sources For Table 2

1812 S.P., 68, Dp. 16 760-17,761, Miles Macdonell's Jour-
nal Oct 8, 1812.

1813 Ibid., 63, pp. 16,824-16,838, Miles Macdonell's
Journal, May 8 - June 22, 1815-
Ibid., 4, p. 1183, Miles Macdonell to Selkirk, July
25, 1814,

1814 Jbid., 4, p. 1198 Miles Macdonell to Selkirk, July
25, 1814y
Ibld., 63, pPp. 16,897 - 16,900, Miles Macdonell's
Journal, May 10 - May 21, 1814~
Ibid., 69, PP. 18,435 - 18 448, Peter Fidler's Jour-
nal, Aug. 20 - Sept 29, 1814-
Ibld., 63, p. 17,108, Mlles Macdonell to Selkirk,
June 20 1815,

1815 Ibid., 69, pp. 18,459 -~ 18,466, Peter Fidler's Jour-
nal, May 19 -~ June 1, 1815'
Ibld., 6, p. 1813, Colv1le to Hudson's Bay Company,
Dec., 5, 1815;
Ibid., 78, p. 20,264, List of Alex, McLean's Crops (1815).

1816  Ibid., 65, pp. 17,511 - 17,537, Colin Robertson's Jour-
nal, April 24 - May 31, 1816
Ibld., 67, p. 17,931, Jovrnal of Rev, Chas, Bourke,
April 22 - May 2, 1816

1817 Ibid., 64, pp. 17,261 =~ 17 292, Miles Macdonell's
Journal, May 10 - ' June 20, 1817

1818 Ibld., 15, p. 5189, Alex.Macdonell to Selkirk, July
20, 18183
Ibid., 15, p. 5219, W. Laidlew to Selkirk, July 22,
18183 .
Ibld., 16, p. 5368, Capt. Matthey to Selkirk, Sept., 12,
1818,

1819 Ibid., 19, p. 65858, Alex. Macdonell to Selkirk, Nov. 8,
1819, |

1820 Ibid., 21, p. 6948, Alex ,/Macdonell to Colvile, Aug,
8, 18%20.

1821 Ibid., 23, p. 7302, Alex Macdonell to Colvile, June
10, 1821 '
Ibid., 83 D. 7422, Alex Macdonell to Selkirk, Sept.
13, 182zl.
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1815

1817

1820

1622
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7

Ibid., 24, p. 7673, Abstract of Settlers, Cattle and
Seed, Red River Settlement, Spring 1822.

Planting of Major Crops Assumed.

AFPENDIX C

Sources For Table 3
SuPe, 63, P. 17,108, Miles Macdonell to Selkirk
June 20, 1815
Tbides 8, Pe 2720, Robert Semple to Selkirk,
Decs 20, 1815.
Tbid., pe 2510, A Narrative of the Establishment,
Progress and Total Destruction of the Colony in Red
River, 18616 by Peter Fidler.
Tbides 12, Pe 195, Alex. Macdonell to Selkirk,
Nove 10, 1617 |
Tbhid., 15, Alex. Macdonell to Selkirk, July 20 1018,
Tbid., 21, Alex. Macdonell to Colvile, Aug. 8, 1820.
Tbid., 2l pe 7743, Ae Bulger to Golvile, Sept. 1,
1822,
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