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.å,. Consld.oratlon of Canaðtan Versor

It wllL be apBarent to alL who have gÍven the eubJeet mueh thought
the.t lts treatment here must bo suggestive rather ther¡ exhaustlve.
The aþund'anee and. varlety of tlro matorlals wtth vrÏ¡-leh we have to d.eal,
and' the cond.ltions ancl clrcr¡nstances unde¡ whlch the work has ireen

Broduced' rend'er thls course the only one Bractioablo. progress is so
raBid' ln a now eountry as to d.emand. att alrnost eontinuous revlslon
of our estlmateso lfhat was tsue of lasi centrry wl1l searoely hord,
for thls and' the lead.ers of a d.ecad.e Just .end¡Þd, may bo sueceed.ecl by
otlrers 1n ttro present. so the wo:rlc of crltlelsm or apBreciatfon has
never beon kept ab¡east of prod,uotlon, as ln ilre old.er cotrntrles¡ Nor
ls there a,s great fam1l1a:r1ty with tbe wo:rlcs of canad:Lon authorsrwhleh
necessltates aitonpts of thls natr¡re being 1n Bart crld1cal and. 1n
part exBLanatory. And. 1t 1s not onJ.y tho questlon of mate:ri8l, but
tlro o^uestlon of how to use thls materla]., uhat to use afld. what to

; reJect, ltt ord.er to give that ord.ered. vlow of Brocess and. Broduct whlchì.
nas 'þoen Bresontod. for the litoratrlre of other land.s,

rt ls lnd'eed' tL'c, as the (lormans have sald. ilra.t all beglnning,r
are diffloult. Tho wond.er 1s that thinge evor get beyond. a beglnnlng
and' how they Bass upward.o lnto those eomBlexities of materla]. and. agency
tlrat cornlng from the past eoËftont :.Bg r in the present . .â.t a tfune
t¡lren tite chronoLoglcal oÏ hlstorical sense Tras the only one operatlng 1n
tho 1ltora¡y f1eId' and. each production was seon as such and. nothlng
noro r the rnul'tipll erxy of events was astounùlng, And. even whon t]re
philosoBhlcal facuJ.ty irad. scanned. the ffLeLd. andl. endeavored. to lntrod.:hce
so¡ne orderr of lmportance or insigrriflcanco among tlre facts of hlstozy
st1l-l- tlrel¡r varloty and. lsolatlon rrore amazlng; but when the, 1d.ea
of causation carle, viervlng evontg not nerery as such, but as causes a'd.
effects having a contlnuous relatlon of anteced.ence and. sequenco,
soneti1lng mors of ord.er among tlre cond.lttons ancl elrcurustances smong
ltterary lnfluences and. movemonts themselves was galned., and. the roincl
was enaþled' thereby to grasB the mors sallont d.etalls. Ancl subsid.ia¡y
to,r ìrut of great moment ln aûdlng the -i¡se, 

and. deflnlte apBllcatl0n
of tho ld.ea of oaueatlon câme the Íd.ea of d.evolopnent, Mratever. lts
ctefects 1t has certa-lnly been Broductlve of much good. 1n stLnulating



Teseareh and. Lead.lng to the ad,optl0n of a more phil.oseph.lc and
scientific mod'e of'tlrought and. Broeodureiand urd.er the fir.l-l- and. 

'nreserved.Í.
emp'\o¡nnent of the sclentifla method, we nay hoBe for a stl1l cloa¡er and.

more comPrehenslve view of the d.evolopment of a1l llterature.
Ferhaps from these generalrBrÍrnaryrand. eLemental eonsld.eratlons'

to an examinatlon of oanad.1an verse seems a far crïr but it 1s Just
here that we thlnk the mtstake 1s Lllroly to þo mad.er atrd. lnd.eed. tias
been mad'e. rl1 alL artlcles d.eallng wlth ilre sûbJeet , one flnd.s only
statement of r¡n¡eLated. factsi personal ltoms, hlstorleal notes, d.ates,
and a few statistics. trThere the v¡hoIe field. has been gone over, t,lrore
ls on'ly enntunesatlon and, the only ord.error classiflcatlon attenpted.
1s an alpÌrabetlcalr or cluonoLogical ofloc To attempt somethlng more
than thls 1s d'eslrablo, evon though the tÍrne i,s not yet ripe for tho
aehlevlng of any la¡ge resultl- anct Berhaps u¡e ean proflt by the work
ot,ms ev*en lrhere we are comBitll.ed. to follow other paths. rt noay
be ük+ that the dwarf on a d.ead. glants shourd.ers sees more tha:r tho
l1vo glants eyeslght avalled. him befor"f *u not only soes more, but sees
dlfferently. T'fth the years eomes a change of faoultf. ; at all 0vents
one of medlao Thoro comes a revlslo¡r of orlr Jud.gements aüdt the proeesses
by whiclr we reach tho4, and, whlle we aro near enough to hold. to the
factst q¡o may through t1me, ârrd better d,lstancer get a Broper perspectivo.

rt ¡nay be falrly admltted, that tirose wrro have d,ealt with ttre subJeet
have errod elther through BTiqqr ot through preJuð1oo and. not that

eltirer lreLd' to ttrese sentl#'åiffiu.uen consclously, but tlrefr Bos1tlon,their polnt of vf.ow,was neeessarlly d.eterr¡ined- þy thelr lrlrth, lrered.lty
ancL envlronment. rr-r¡ton to one otherwlse perlraï¡srthe most compotent
apraiser we have hltlrerto ha.d. ! rt .A, canad.lan by bfrth e¿ucaiiön ancl
life-servise as were my fatlrer and hls father.¡ my mogrer ancL her motherI may be Bardoned. f,ha fee].lng of a national prite that the materLats
aro so abund'ant flom whlch to preBare a reBresentative vorune, nuerr of
whose eontents v¡111 not suffer by conrparlson w1tlr the verse of old.er countserles;f ''[nu 1n th-ls ls a doub]'e mistat(e for cornparisonrto be usefirl , should.
have a con¡non basis on which $3 _. operate and. should. Iootc not only torer¡uLts, but to ttre eond,1t1.ns und.er rhleh those results F¡ere atialneocanadian'd'elight in the youth, energ'¡, ani.î. entrrusia,sm of thelr country

(z)
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sometlmes folgetting the faults lnvariabLy eonneeted. therewlth. The1,

point to tlre genoral 1ntolJ-igence and to some lnsts-nees of profonnd.

scholarshlBr þut tlrey forget that groat growths a¡o not bogotten 1n

an þou:r. Thof clrcr¡mstances in which she rfas placed. at blrth and.

the infLuenees su3round.lng her youtb havo been sueh as to give her a
strong ancl steady growth without forcing a too preeoelous illspLay
of accomBÉshments, and. she should. be satisfied, with grovrlng¡ and.

contont to awal$ tho d.oveloBment of a -]-lterature with her na.tlona1

life. Is not thls the way in whlch all poetry worilry tiro narne has

been produoed.c It ruust eome from ilre inner rvitalityr the heart _ì¡Iood.

or oven the llfo-blood, of a nation, It wlL-l- be all that is hlghest
1n the tltouglrt of the peoplec all tlrat å.s cleepest and. türcst in
thel¡ feellngrand. alL that Ís noblest 1n their action onbodying and.

embalmlng ttselû ln theür language . rt is the expression of a lifo
tlrat roa.ehes out aft,er a. falth, pure and. unfettered.rthat struggles
for fïeed.om, or d.les in mai¡rtaining lt ancl tlrat protects and. preservCIs

lnvj-olatertho sanctitles of the homerl$rt thÍs effort has not ireen
called for on the part of canad,a for she enJoys what 1n ottrer corjntrles
a thousand strugglos havo contrlbuted to form. she ha.s been resting
1n the eal¡n untroubled. eoneolousness tlrat sho possessee alr the
essentlaLs of Brosperlty and. haBpfness. She has all_ of tlrese 1n
her constltution as a Britlsh bj-ttlrright;thev are lrers by inherltsnss-
seeurltyr llbert¡r, and. equallty, reign tluoughout the land. from ocean
to oeean. In the practlcal prosperity of ouf Çsqltry we may flnd. a

rea.sjon for tho absence of a dlstånctlvo 1itorature. ßho ts engaged. ln
a peaeeftrl produetlvenoss 1n tlrose thlngs that BBrtaln to hor growth
ancl d'oveLopment'. Ilhat olllrs ls a great countryrgroat in extent, grvat
1n, tho grahd'eur of lts mountalns, lakes, forests, ana streams:, an¿
groat 1n lts poss1bl11t1es, Ís comlng to bo recognlzedi änú, thtgt
d'oes lnot touoh the lntolloetua1 and. sBlr.ltual llfe of lts people,
at' loast not d.lroctlyo so lt bohsbves canad.ians to see that thelr
pride and appreclatlon of the past be tomperod. wlilr noctesty and their
earnest hope for the future foxget not tho Bresorttr Too often Bricle
an'r hoBe begot such a glcnorir and. Brospoctlve glow of mlnd, as to read.
tlten to acceÞt Bronlse as of equal fal.uo wlth proformaneer âïrd trrey
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fgrget"qS.azfng uBon thls id.eaL ihat'1t 1s yet unreaLized.ra fact not

U&t aocomBllshed. .
t

It ls equally time ilrat it 1s lrnpossi'l¡le for a citizen of the

oLd. worLd. to get the proper vler¡ point, for hts mlnd' ls biased lry the

prefud.loos that h1s posÉtlon rend.ers lnevltaþle . If 1t be true that

the ¡nlnc!- of tlre ma¡ of tho Now ïIorLd. turn.s wostward.rund'ervaluing the

Bast and. overvalulng the Bromise of the fitiurq or rather d.lscou¡.tlng

d¡afts upon the futr¡re ¡Ît 1s equalLy true that tlre mlnd- of the man

of the Old. Ìryo"Idl turns eastward. /exaggeratlng ti:o Bast and dlscred'ltlng

tho new.aad- the unfamiLiar . lle ls aBt to tlu'!ll]. or even sayrrOan
l

any good. co¡no out of tlre west?rt and. thls 1s truo of not only Canadianl

but a.11 .American worlç.Elowly the uastness and. inportance o'f our

üol:.ntj?y geographlca-Il¡r has been brouglrt home to tirem ; slovlLy too

have they þeen ablo to realize tlre ctrunge{inclustrla1 cond.ltions that

x{efx: obtaln horo a.nd. 1t 1s only through time an<l sympatiret,ic study

thattÌreyhaveheenaþletogetanltthlnglilceaproBerviewofth'e
sccÍal a.nd. BollticaL Llfe of Canad.lut peoBLe. It 1's onLy 1n tlre same

tray rre can hoBe for a proper estimate of Cana.d.ian"uB¡eo, ¡'et tlrere its

¡ot wanting now and- then one axßong tlrem v¡ho has glven Sue cred-it to

Canad.tan effort . iDn a recent list o:ll'ulrei poets of prominence of

tlre last flfty yoars,compiled by l,'Îr A:rcher of Lond.onr,the name" 
,,of

Carman ancl Roberts ho1d. lrlgh ranl(o Even half a eentury ago or1 rtho

aBpearanoe of ileavysegersrsauLn a wrlèer ln the I'Torth Rritlsh Revlew

d.eclared. that the worlc was lndubltabLy one of tl:e nrost remarkal¡le

EngLlslr poems ever writien out of Grea.t Brltaln.
But Let us oxamlne Canadlan-.h¡ior,gø.i ltsel-f; let us see if wo ca¡l

come to know 1t, ln tlrat way whlch 011ver Wond.ell llol-mes so d.ellghtfully

lltustrates by tho boy who Lilced. sugeæ 'bocause 1t was sugüx ¡ thts he

glvos as analogous to truo J.lterary taste. Tlre good- 1s st1l1 the

gootl, tlre flower tl:e fLower, and no amount of analysls, teciurlcal

terms or crld.1cal lnstrumentatlon w111 maice tlrern d.oaror to the

phflosopher than to tlre Blaln ffiâD¡ The irind- of Canad.ian :ivþrÉæ usually

consld.erod. first ls that ln whfch the freshness and richness of

nature has lmpressed. ltseIf uBon the wrlter. T/lth open eye and ear

alort ancl- all the seases fllrrant to the sweat sp1r1t and every.

lnfluenee of natr:¡e they ¡rrite wlth that prlsal feellng e.nd. instlnct
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born of klnshlB and close contact r¡¡ltlr earth, sea, ancl stcy rr¡it,lr blrd.
Fnd bl-ad.e, and. bloorç Their "songs are fragaært wlth. the od.ors of for-
est and meaclowrtirrough tirem beo.ts the fuLL free Bulse of nature
aglow wlttr the wlLd, and matchLess glfts of glacle and glen. Thore is
a rac:lnoss ln tlrese a-Lmost unequalõdtl. r erd. the heartlness in them )
yet a-Ll- ,rn.or{f.o,rprÍs refteshing ¡,A¡r,i closely atl-ied. to ttrese both
1n tlroir nature ' and- 1n ord.er of Broductlon fs the d.eBlctlng of
simtr¡Ie, primltive emotions an<] l1fo und.or new a¡d. uncomplicated. eond.lt

-ions, -lltr.t all these quaLlties whethor without or wlthln a¡o irumenisald,

tnere 1s a genulneness a.bout thom, though they a¡e often Bortrayed
wltlr cleft and. d.ellcate hand, wltlr i.f.'gâttou.ches of fancy that glve \
thera a lroauty al:nost lclealo of thls quality of verse we irave an aþL.,.nd.-

anÖe o Mr llghth-all who *uafeduhology in leee sayÊ that at that t1me,
the l¡u¡nber of w¡ltere ìivho ltave produeed. realJ-y good. vorse may be
p.!-aced at about th¡roe hwrdrecl . Of eoltrse the nurober has gfeatly
inefea.secl- slnco , for whiro tho ûenöFJrey to verse 1n the old_er
Cotrntrles ¡nay be wanlng, ilrere r¡eern,s not many slgçns of it here. Of
ihlt¡ naturel^ poetrv there aïe fotmcl wrlters anong tlre rex¡resenta,cive
portion of our populatlon- among the remnants of the ïnd-ians east
and' westagnong the French.Ce,nad.lans whose song¡'aro a eurious lrlen¿ing
of f?ag¡nents flom oLd. Franco ancl especialJ.y Norrnandy with a.d<t-itions

d-ruwn floru l1fe on a new so1l "ln" Irlsh, ilre Engllsrrr anii- the seotch
canad.lans si:ow tlre same reclrsrenee ln thelr verse, iroth 1n matter
and metirod., so that 1t ls onty reaentJ-y we have brohen from trad.i+,iona1
troatment. Eaolr eler¿ent of orr poBulatlon has tend.ed. to exalt undlrry
that writer¡ âild. that þhase of lrie pootql whlclr showed. a lingerlng
legaþ',o{ the honeÞtand. lllre the gLorlous afteri,glonq of a prairlo
sunset-$¿urge,ter' Tuas the canad.lan wordbworth r Mclaehlan th;' .ðanad.ian

ÏìLrrns'r and. Rand. the " Bromlng of caflad.at. This ha.s mad.e lt d.ifflcult
to ftx uBon tho reLative stature of our Boets, oitlrer f¡'o¡n ttle opinion
of na.tr¡red. thd;nkers or from popular approvalj í-a.o; the Country it,self
l-acks unity and. cornplete assimilation 60 rnl.11, tr¡u ver#of itß people.

But can TÌ¡e d'lscoved.othing more thr:n thls 1n canad.lan vesse? still the
question 1s asked' what 1s canadlan poetry? ïIlrie1r being lnterpreted.
vr¡ouLd Brobably mean 1n the mou.'¿l: of tlre c¡uestfoner not so r¿ueh wrrät lt
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has beenras what lt should. be . Tlre qrrestfoir 1s aslced. as grou.gh

the ansri[er could. be crystallized. lnto a haBpy woird. or phrase or a

ffttlng fo¡rruJa. But this 1s d.lfflcuLt to fi-nd.. someono has answered.

by saylng that as Ai.r.stra.Llar rhymo is a Boetry of ilre horse¡ Canaôian

is tlrat of tire canoeo live clo not tlúük tlrls estinate is acLequato. It is
confttslng the lncld.entaL and. espential,. It may have represented. one

phase of Canarj.lan verse al one tfme, ff}d- among tlre poets of a particu-laü
section' but lt ls not that eleinental/pennanentruüûuersall note of our
song overheard. 1n lts und.en tonenånother has said, that it is slmply
a picture of a fle1d, a forest or a streamr âild- tha.t our poots have

expend-ed- thoir energy , and. their art oir trifLeç. But t,iris shou.Ld,

not bo very d.lscouraglng to tire slngers of a young countryl tinre r ßâV

vind'icate the nlsdom of their eourse, Brrt 1s it t:rre ttrat all .the
product must be brand.ed wlth externaritv, suuerficial-f_t¡r ¡:nd trifllng?
Havo tlrey only plctured. what iras drifted. 1n, or lreen forced. upon

a vislon lacklng ln ci.epth, one of tlre earth, eartlry. TÍe thinlc 1t
r¿ust be ffankly ad¡nitted. that much tj¡re and attentlon ilas beeir given
to a-l-r- forms and. aspeets of tho boauty, st:length, ancr. good.ness in Natu¡e
But lt ts not trBe 'bÌrey havo seen no f\nther ilran the spnbol; thero
1s searcel-y a poet flom flrst to last, from EQrgster to carman who has

not pereier¡ed. wlth cLear vlslon, and. expressed. wlth flne fellcity, tTro

unlversa]. Ín üre partÍcular, the Bermanent in tlre translent, the
spirltual ln the nattæaL; but ttrese may bo consld.ered. more profltably
when rve come to treat of ind.iviclual vrriters.

Let us encleavor to flnd. some old.err soae cLassifi.catlon or amangement
of canad'lan poets and. Boetry, not only that uhieh wlIr harmonize wltlr
1ts na.ture and_ occrrrrence , but such as wlLl also ald, us 1n gaining a

better survey of the whole worÇ To map,.e ehronolagt¡ the ¡usiu tir tt¿"
Broetess wllL not sufflae and. tp treat lt firlly by the selentÍfic mettrorJ-,

nusr" tre left for other hand.s ühailouxs. Perhaps a conbinatj.on of methcd.s

w111 best sult our BurBoser The usu.al metlrod ortrdng some towerlng
literary Ie¡d¡nark ,f.?om shlch the work before and after ls viowed., ls
Itot appllcable horoo Nor can there be sa1d. to have been any great Llterary
movement where men of -lesser getrlus, have sha¡ed. more equall-y the work
an'l the rol¡ard'' Tlte usual d.1u1s1on lnto ageso cpocho, or sehoors, fa.ils u-s
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heroo The faet that the d.ate of oonfed.eration Jrrly tho rsto 186?
has been often used- as a vantage-ground. for locking before and. after,
l'¡ou1d. seem to suggest a reason ot,her tlE;n eonvenÍenee; but it may
þe that thls reason w111 be sufflclent for 1ts empoi-¡nnent at tï¡ls
ttme , rf then wo speak of a Fre- confed.oratlon anc of a post-confed.eratl0n
Perlod' lt w111 serve not on-]-Jr to keep rrs in .i;oueh w1ilr the tfme but
w1li be suggestlve of eondit1on" The flrst w111 suggest tire emigrant,
thé. coilonlstr the Bloneer, the trai:Berr *,ïâd.eir, the ryooCsman, the pJ-orrgltnan
atrcl posslbly too $he saflor, sold.ier, ancl statesman, but lt rrrj_-i_l-

be ::ome¡nbereci. tÌ:at solne of these rirere of noble even royat lrLoorl. anC_ m€ûly'n
were gentlomen and' seh06arsc rn tiro Post-confed.eration period. vre thintc
we flnd' th¡ee or foulr gsou-ps of workers who ha.d. something ln cor,,noil. T¡ese
may bo tarren as represeiltative of àh many d.oea.d.es whlch n4y be approxlr¿atxeu
r¡arlced' off b¡r the seventl0s, tlre eígtrties, the ninetlesr anrcL ti:e d.av,gn of
the novr eenturyo These might be designated. b¡r name,s, þut ilrey vr¡ould.
lre merelv descriptlve such as tiie Natrira.-'t- school, tlre Na.tional or
Âead'1an school, tlre Psyhlological schoolr sïrd. the rnperial, or Aesthetle
sehoo-li 'lrrrt lt r.lay be tlrese d.esf gnations are too fanclfuJ,-sr-stil1 lf
thoy Ìtelp to fix ilre ord.er ti:ey may be of sorne servieeo

rf ôbelslve Bronouncement has not yet been mad.e uï)on canaclian
L!¡teratu¡or lf we do not lmow what it realLy is, nor ind.eed. should. be,'|w"^4
st1ll wo,.irdve a conceltion of rvrrat good. riteraturo 1s, unffil a.¡re to
prace 1n the respeetive porlod.s those ïrho have d.one the best ¡rorlc rrr
verse' Ïn the Pre-confed'eratlon Per'lod, the eonÊenõus of oplnion pclnts to
Heulrysege as the most gifted. writer of poetry, and- not only Canad.a þut
'Arnerlaa anrl' Grea-t Brltaún pLace hLm hlgh among dtamatlsts . lîjren a copy
of rsaulü caJne lnto the hand.s of Hawthoxne he trrralsed. lt irlgirlyr olld.
sooll t'ongfelloTr gave it high e6mnend.atfon o The opinion of th; writer 1n
tlre British Revlew has been aIÏeady ad.verted. tocás ttreir g::ea.test
and' most orlgina1 w:niterr one wlth d.eep insi-ght, dramatic vislon and.
3a're lntnospeotlve Bower his placo ls unlgue arnong tho oarly writers of
canad'a Ï:ut lt ¡¡nrst not be forgotton that ttrls was not tl:.o flrst worlr 1nverse publlslred. in Canad.a o Ih the L,revLous year appeared. S{¡gsters
rrThe st r'alæence r ancl- thert8aguenay r whteh has the honor o:i'belng the fi::si
volu¡ne of poetry Buþl1slred. 1n ca,tad.âo Reference must also be mad.e to
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tlr.e worlt d.one lnt thls period- by Thomas D t.Ax'cy l{eGee, John Road.e, arrd

George ìíumay, rrhorcoming to Canad.a durlng tiris fo:mative perlorl- have

d-one mueh to eherlsh and mould. Canad.ian trt o Their ripe scholarshiB,

tlrelr Classlcal cultu.re ancl t1relr lcincl-ly yet flrm erltielsm has d.one

¡nuch to clotermlne the excellence of the CanarLian output. To tlre

energy and. ereative fervou¡ of the younger writers ti:ey brought refine-
ment anrl- a regnlative faculty of hlgh ord.er. Elolne other of or.¡r singers

wb¡go earller treard. ,irut tÌreir plnce nore BroBerly Trelongs to tlre
4

next' perlod.rühat recognitlon of tl:e slrare røh1ch women are talring j-n

J-itorary aetivity ,wirich lead.s u.s to sBeak ofuïhe " Bropttingsrt should.

here give å\word. of wel-oome and warm a.ppreeiation to those r'¡hose

graceftrl verse ar.cl- woln{Aïly vrisdom have d.one so much to nouris:h ¡^ncl

cultivate a more reflned. Canad.ia.n Senti:uentr.Án,i aaong those of the

pôOneer period. none sang of itr: ron.gh b¡at rr"rd-ciy cheer more sweetl¡r

than lvfrs Susenna Striclilend lvÍood.ie. In some of her verse you eatcl: the

plaintive stra.in of tlre emÍgrant an<]. oxile 'i¡ut for the most paxt it
Ibreat* eL sBirlt of clreerfrrlness and. tlre coÍnpensâ.tionsof life tn a

now Country . Durlng thls sam{perj.od. anci chiefly 1rr tlre flfties ùÎrs

Leptirohon of lfontreaL gave goocL verse marP.ed. i>y mueh sinrpJ.icity and.

gIâCO c

At tlre time of Confed.eratlon and for sometine after tlre most

popu-]-ar poet\ was wgsten In his verÊe we fincl the poet of enerry

rat,lrer tlran tho Boet of art. He worlced. und.er many liniitatlons but

ha-d true Boetlc fire r afl.-l at tj:nes 1;h1s passion transformed. his lines.

lnto passagos of great beauty. Ao ardent love of na.ture a::d. genuine

a.lÞroclatlon of her many rnood.s and. phases 1s found. 1n his verse. Iils
songs of 0anad.1an wood.s arfd fíeld.s ,of þ;lre rocks and- tlre rapld.sr of
cra.g and. Biner â.Te anong the flnest 1n or:r Llteratrue. Ii'r'hls Batriotlc
velse there 1s noted, an absenee of tlro seLf-rel1qnt ind.epend.ent spirit
scon to sweeþ tiuough the songs of ou.r singers. lfo thls same perlod

belong TrlilL1am (frnf , arlci Alexand.er l'{ÊLachlail¡ Kirby esceLs in grap}rlc

d.fseriptlon; h1ò stud.les of Canad.lan hlstory ancl ronanco, anct h1s

Blctures of ea3l.y Canad.ian scenes are 'lrright rryltlr beauty, d-one wigr
sure but delicate tou.clro As a song-Tflrfter voicing the Joy that is three

ÞeJts Balnr Yet full of eourage eheerflrlness and. hope l{cl,ar}chlarr has
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end.eared. hjnself to many of or:¡ Deople. I{ls verse Bossesses those

prlme e.ssentlal-s of the good. song-wrlter, heartiness and. melody, and.

fer.'have BLì-ng as he hasrthe hoart- songÊ of his peopJ.e. H1s stlrring
l1nes on earJ-y settLement life, have rna.d.e him rifd.eJ-¡r Ð_nd- favoraþly
Lno*n..Áre Wo"rny of mention as öoing pioneer worir, tlrough Berhp.Bs 1,n

a. d.ifferent T¡ayr ate tlre names of two Bu?rlic nen, ono ln the east and.

one in tile west, whose enerry and. enthusiaEm 1n aLL thlngs Canad-ian

lvere only equal.lecl by their cultured. and. cIÉssical verse, Joseph äôvíe

the cl.istlnguished. A.ead.ian an,C. abLe CanaôLan Sta.tesma^n has given us

some very patriotlc verse and. may be saicl- to have llghted. wÍthln
the young .A'oadlårõ tho fire th.at br.mst into such a flamo soon after
hls d.ecease . Nlclrolas r¡lood. Davin, not onlrf in his fugitive verso, but
also 1n Eos:r'.ûn -Eirlc of tÌre d.awnrthas presented a lrreo.clth of vlew,
phj-Lor:cTrhic lnsigirt, prophetic vislon, and gbaûs1c cultl,tr"e as is
selcl.om met wlth anong the 1:oets of a new cline o

0f the Canad.lan women wÌro liave v,rritten ln verse c-urinfñis period.

perhr-ps the paÏn should. be a.v'¡arcLed. to lllss Agnesf ìíaule L{achar, though

1n cllff'ering field.stï,.{rs Crrtzên, }vtrs l(ate Seynour Mclean anc lvirs Farnelia

Vining Yule itavo each done 'roltl:J¡ y¡ork. Ir4iss üachar has" a vlgorous,
var'lous, versttå-u *frratlÏrer wid.e sympathy and- close obergnvatlon have 1ed.,
hor to d.oaI wlth a variety of subjects. Her facrrlty ls both ereatlve
and. crltical; but tlre movement of her pen 1s alwal,'s purposlveo In all
lrer work you feel a- force ancl breadtìr, a keen c-1.eer pracü1ca1 pgasp

of her subJeet seld.om met u¡1th olseuirere. Fid.e11ty, consclenùiousness

ancL slncerity breathe from alL hor bootts whlch are stanpe¿ r¡¡1tir a s¡ap1e

oLd fashloned. sense of honoræ and Ioyalty, I,,t1,s curzon 1s sa.id- to ha.ve

hacl- tho mlnci, of a man werLd-ed. to the ileart of a rqoman. Cerüainly her
rirrittings sïror,,r ',¡1r11-ltl¡ and- 6o pou¡er and- spirlt almost maàcutine,

¡¡ot there 1s a securo/ a d.eft and. delloate tou.ch, nn exc¡u.1slte taste and.

sfght good. Ju.d.gement 1n ell thlngs literary.
TIre grouB of poets ùf the next ctccad.e oun as thelr leo.d.or Charros

G.D. Roberts o Tfhen llghthal.l mad.e hls eompilation of ilre worlis of
ca:ractlan poets 1n 1888 he safd.: she foxlmost namoù 1n canactian song at
ilre present d"ay 1s c.G.D" Roberts, Ðoet, canleist, and. pïofesßor br lit.rrratu.::t
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who ha-s struclt the suBrelae note of Canad.lan nationality in hlsrcanad.aü
and- r'Od.e for îhe Cana.dlan ConfecLeraülh$ ,t' To wha-t powers witiiin hinself

t
ancl to v¡j:at opportune cond-itlon ln the l1fo anrl e'¡olution of tlre
n¿rti-on to whlchr êDcì- for which,he sang is a most iirter.esti-ng spectu.latlon
îhat tlre tine was rlge for this outburst of Tïatlonal feellng we cannot
doUlrt. That he voiced the emotlons and. ambitions of a people Ju.st freeà
f'rorn polltlcaL cllssenslon and. goverttnentaJ. <Liscord. r+e¡¡¡. u¡ifiod. and- turnlng
to look uplïard. and. outwârd, we are noï"'ab1e to recognize, To a niost lnteres
tint': per$onalit¡r proJeeted.,sometlrnes above, but often arnong iris aud.ience,
he acld'ed- a gouf,hfi:-l enthusiasÀ robed. 1n eLassle garb, artd adorned. v¡ith
an\ easy grace an'i polieho Most happy 1n ttls choiee of themes e.nd. slrllful
1n tlrelr t::eatmen 1'/fw rou."dhr.tlr rnaster-hancL the i:eart-si;rlngs of tjre
peo3lle" Ectualll¡ at home anong su'lrJeats d.ealing ruith history or roytt:.otogy
or tire moving glories of his own Acacllar:. *rcones, his strong love of
Country and- tlre fervour v¡i1;h whlch he palnted. the fiieti:re of it,s future
caught the popuS-ar lma-glnation ompurpling lt r.rLilr prid.e. The personar.
eretnent, tho rlchness of colour, and. 'che freeri.om of enotional expression
wanl sweet to the Balate of a you.ng count,ry ancl a youJlg peoirle " llis word.c

v'¡ere v¡orc.s of hoperof promlse r of proph€cytli, llste¡iers Tyere led. to
looli forward. to a lr.urtinous career of the higirest genius, ß'gt h1s

course üas not &houn: ühat,,growtlr , tlrat ci.eve-lopement in w1d.er , truer viså,
1on, ln enLarged. symBatilies 1n the cLeepening a:rd. inteflslfl¡ing of tlre
hici-d-on sprlngs of tlre grauùeût poetle powern Âs ¡as þeen pointed. out
bl'Rand. 1n a lat'etrÂtttholo8y these verses are not by any ¡reans the-t("c
lrlglreut Brod.uct of^canad.ian muse. For intenstty vfe have had. to cacrifice
Bome to]-erance and- 1n the ägg$êndlzement of tlre loeal and. Borsonal tjre
soul ha.s lost r;ornei;hine, of Trld.e lrrr¡nsn charity. yet when we eonsiC.er tlre
extont and' variety of nobertsf, accompllslurents, his resorlrcetu:-hess in
art r hts eofüaerd' of teehnique r âr1ô the wond.erftrl union of sv,reetness
a:rci' strengtl: itr hls -linesr T1I€ cannot falr to reeognize hlm a-s a. me^ster-
builcter. BÌrt he 1s st1ll the craftslnan ancl we are ever conselous of
mechanfsrn e.nd art 1n reacling hls poetry. This soens to exclud.e hi¡n
from that placo whele we eonslcl.er a work of art a.s we consld.er the fi:11ôeb
of tlre fleld'. T]:ere fs a higher atmosphere, a loftier tãnper ciraracteristic
of tÌre hlglrest poetlcal procl-tr.ct1on. TIe mu.st seok in sorae other ver:se

titat d-¡lvlner a.ir tThere passion ancl BoìJler are ortêr where energy enci. a.rt,
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oolifor, and- tho mu-s1c ancl the song gtlsh 'from.thg selfsame spring.

trssocia-ted vrlth ,î.oJ:erts both in the sptrlt "1îã-þttu 
of tlreir earlier

v;ritings e.re the Loclthart,s, BaruyrStraton, FL'ed.e::1clt Cameron, Bliss

Ca:rnan, and- the younger nembers of hls ov,n family. All of these in

thelr bost worlc, and. even 1n tlreÍr earllor efforts lrave given us such

charmiirg verse that lt seems scarcely falr to be u¡sa.tisfiecl. But it
ls the prrsult of a loveliness not yet attained., tÌle quest of a soul

that on1.y attains to a.sBiro and. tlre vislon of a world. whose margin facl'es

foreve:l ancl forever as ho noves tow.arrl; -'rt tlrat eon.qtlttrtes the true

a.rtistiar,and. tlre great poeto -A.nrL this pursuit ¡ ÐTrÇi- thÍs rnovement and"

vlsion ls what -l-ifts Cameron ancL above all Carman to a hlgher plane of

poetrf. IJu'b we must not an+,icipato as we shall- lrave m.ore to say of one

of tirese herea.fter. He¿(let us pauso to cotrsid.er some of tlre quallties

in the vorse of the Aeacl-1an School of tlre eightios. Two elenents we thinlç

ïre find., one of the homo and one of the schcol . That tire cLomestic ele¡lent

a-fterward.s exBancled- into a nationaL spirit tha'h was sti1l domestlc in
s-ynpe-thy and. seope r¡Í1-l- be now no longer d,enlecLn The acarLemic treatment

and. classlcal cultu¡e of ihe selrooL g¿.tve to f,lrelr flrst work a 'oeauty

and- finistr such a-s ïla.cl not been lne'c wltir before anong Canactian lvriiers

Tl:e personal factor,the re.!-a.t1ue vislon, and. the aåtü,cinnent to their own

heart,lrs end- tTrreshold-s are very s'cri$king . tliltlr this 1s an intense l ove

of i,Tatr.l,re anc'!_ farnillarlty w1t,Ir her ehanglng aspectsf r:omra.d.eslrip v¡ith

liinclr'eci. of the wlLd. TJreir verse Ís mostly paintirrg,lrearr.tiful if 1'qu.

ivll-.-r-, bu.t stil--l- 1ai:921y word.-painting "Her¿are reflected. the singular

Iove.l-inoss of our eveneseont sBrlng, the glow u.nd lsxu-ï'lant l.ife of our

liasblng su¡nmer, tlre sensu.ous glory cf or.¡-r Autunn, and. ti:el tingle of the

frosty alr witlr tTro rqlrlüe v¡lnters cheerrt .

It 1s now generally conceðéðr, that Mlss Gabef fa Crawfor:'d has d.one

,sorne of tlre best v¡orlç 1n Canacllan poetryr ancÌ. that she:,.as shotn¡ir 1n lrer

årÊef brlg,ht l1fe superlor poeti@ ondoïvmentÍrougïr l1v1ng ln the lalco

region of eontral Onterlo tlrere 1s a close dyrapatlry loetween her and. the

me¡nbers of the Acad.ian groupi the sarrre fondness for natu¡e and the samo

a.pBreelatlon of natü¡aI ìreauty, I¡ut there ls nore elemental feellng
for strength and. p::imal- lnstincts and- passlon 1n nartu:re s.s in mano

Her t'¡ork 1s ful1 of genlus, ireart and lnsight glowing 'il'ii,ir col_our, ârrd

tluol¡ìrin.¡,; wltlr origtnä:-i",¡r. ALon€i with l,Jiss crau.forcl must be includ.ed.
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as p¡riters of oxoellent verse, Ifus s.Frances Haz,rison, ÂnnÍe potjrwell
and ELlEalreth Robefts lirtcrjono.-lc1' lllrc norlr of ilrese wrlterç contains verse
of mu_ch gre.ee, d.elicacy ancl charm .

f here ls a prlncltrle ln nature, anrJ. perhaps 1n na:r tl.ie contenrplatio'
o.¡î u¡l:1oh Brosents art,l lnterestlng probJ.om. A¡.jtong ï,hJ¡srical phenonena
and' wlthln tlre realm of pTrysicaJ- forees, thê worlúng of thÍs pri'cl.pld
1s oxÏrlalnecl ln tlre sta.tement tirat aotiort and. reaction are ec1u.a.1

and opposlto ' Doos the same o¡t a- similar prfnelple hold. in ¡ro psychlaaL
fleld' and among sBlritual. forces. The p.roirlem is rend.ered. rnore interesting
and' lntriea.te by that Þhase of lt whleh mLght be termed, inter.a.c1ion 

-that nutual lnfluenee ancl lntercl:ange among great mind.s ancì_ rich
na.tttres anrL that eorrmunl, ì0n { snirlt r ancl exattation of soul wlrere ltls felt that 1n gíving, rro are gotting an-d- roslng onese-lf in ad¡iratlon
atrd' syropa'bÌ1y wittr tlre work of anothor, one flnci-s oneser.f anew ln a richer
experience"A'nd' contrary to the Law of conrervation eaoh k:rorrs ir1msolf,
anrl the other onriched,! such a. relation a.s existed. between Goethe aï¡d.
sehil'1er' or I'ia'tJ-an, a-nd. Tennyson. some sueh p.roblem as tiris seems ever
aeserting itr;el-f ln eonsid.erlng the life alrrJ work the BLa.ce and- relationof poets ' T/hat 1s d'ue to d'1rect lrrfluence, v¡hat to ind.lreet, anc.ì_ how. ruuehto ilrat und.eterninecl element, nor can we a.lwqys find. tlre thread. of
rer-ation ar''ng the maze of col:d.itl0nstirat bew1Lc1.êrs u.s¡

certa'ln 1t 1s tlrat the outburst of feeling slrorving ltself 1' tlre
natriro verso a'ci' natlonalls¡n of tlre r.eaclfan bancl of slngers, suffered.
some reactlon in tt:e succeecting d-ecad.e oÂnd. now the eentro of lnteru*t,,,,
v'¡as transfered- to onta-rlorwhere a group:iof poets havlng many lrond.s ofklnsi:lp hacl- foun d o0 eongenlaL soil a.nrt- were in anotlrer rler/ doing no
nlean work' Wnut t' f secret samenoss yot d.j. ilerence , j.n the versô oftlris group flom tlrat u'hleh preced.ed. anc that wllich fo110wed.. TE.. lt thattlrelr Llves ha-d' come more 1tr torreh wltlr the practieal tjra' 

"iti. tn"
sBecü'lat1vo sld'e of Llfor Does thls exÞlaln tire rria.den ï:athos a¡d. melanchor,
broodlng over ]Uany of thelr fj-nest passages. The olcl orci.or vfas ehangiirg,
new views of l1fe and- a new attltud.e thereto was round. aþout ilrem.
The 1nd'ustr1al, lntelleetual, aesthetlc, r:oc1a.-l-, and- :'e11g1ou.s probloms

Trere belng examlned. more intimatêly. Fr'o¡tr ilreser Jrot lnfluencu,lfry contactt'v1t'h theÌn, they turn to nature for solace, eomfort, and. inspiration.
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The vlgor, d.eþth of feeJ-ing, and. lover-l1lce enJo¡rment ln stature,
seen in Roberts early verse 1s not hereryet, the art evincecl ra.nl.:s

not I'ower. And. TYho shall we say ls tlre best reprosentatlve of this
groul¡? lile feel that 1t must lre l['1-r-]-iam ï¡11_fred- CarnþÞöll though in sal¡ing
so ire vrould not lose sight of tho strong clal¡ns of l,arnBman to an equal
place. Yet Campbellto iange ls wi.der and. hls mastery moxe varied.o
Iie Ïtas attempted rouch moïe ancl nuch welghtier worlt . Ho has stru.c4 a
deeper chord, than LamBmants nore d.elioate natuse pennlttecL hlni to
sollrld:rancì- he has plerced. a:reglon of shad.ows that Lampmanrs sensitive
natu¡e slrrunk fÏom 1n'¡estlgatingrìl].{f,rffu Lanman shows a. pred.lJ_ection
for pa.storal pieces ) camB¡"ll ls at trome among ilre ruggoa anàsu'lrlÍme c

No other has seen the storm a.nd.rlrestllng, the ar¡¡ftrl d.etrlti:, ti:e fleeiflg
rnlsts, ancl towering ùrags of olr ,r.úüIand, seasr ancL spolcen in their ehanglng
toneslil"e campbelli brrt all these remarks mj.ght aplrly to tris earlior
t,¡or1t.rnHar]:ersMagaz1neofA.pr11M;,,",;";Írrl.ticj:1ssa1d.to
irave recelved ilore zrotløe than a¡y otlrer .singlo poe,m eoming from tlre
'Àr4erican preÉts. TTte cilicago Inter'-ocean placeci- it itr¿ong the ¡4erns of
Engl1t¡h lltertrrPe and- pronouncec'l- 1t the nee¿est aplrroach to a great poem
lvlricrr had' cDqllpêd- cüt 1n errr::ent llterature üor rnany a 10ng d_ay. Iiis
poÏ"'er of conceiving d.ra¡natic situ.a.tf.ûns, and of expressln.g strong
passlon, anrl tend.er human emotions ls a fleId. ln which campbell iia.s
given Bronise of d.oing satisfaetory work. perhaps his povrer of pcrtrayal
1s not so conspicuous as fs tira.t of ,son€ì other mernþþrs of ilre same
grouB t ÐTj,ð- though þ1s gems nay nqtr have the sBarft4e anrì. glitter of rrÍrr¡rppârl
yet tlrey axo genulne Jowelfs none, the l-oss, As ti:e interpreter of the
secrets of liTature a::rl- of human Basslon ho stand.s ln a hlgh place. Drncan
camBbell scott' Ârthur strrnger and. w.T. A1-1rson, srrow many of the
ctrtta11tles of thls school. strfnger's verse has a "teuærffi bàauty armost
Grecian ancl- iúc eplgrammatlc linos are ln strong eontrast to the verse
of some othere of ilrls group.

å's we approaelr the Bresent lt beeo¡nes more dlfflcuLt to d.ecld.e arlght
the rospectlvo elai¡ns of ca.naù1an women in the realm of song. Durlng
tire lrln$ies ' vel?se worth¡¡ of high praÍse was Brocluced. by E. paullne
Jolinson, soBhle ld Àlnon-Hensley, &ean BLewett, L,frs r,eFñre , ùfary [,Iorgan
and' Helen tderrllr. l,flss ,rorrnson possesseÞ a strong Þersonalitrr, ä x"on



anprociarion '!fftg"^llry "" ":::j*nro,. . Bhe """* clearrï a¡rd reols

d.eepLy and. lrer syrnpathy v'¡1tlr a pathetls or tragic situatlon clovel ops

stlong dramatle feellng .Combinod. wlth tlrls 1s a lyrical- sweetness seldom
or j,

equalJ.ed.o lier worlç, maülfests her warn synpatfryîärtistic ta-stes i tna4.tv

cr.:-1-tured. setisibllltles are quiclt to the tend.erest and. cter:nest 1nf-]-uenees

of the lifo alrout he:P r t{
Someone has said that F¡e pay so rnuch attention to tire songs and.

slngers of other Iand.s, tlrat too often we fa1l to hear the sw'eet voices

in otrr mld.st ; and tlris remarlç v¡lLl- apply not onlJr to the singers of other

lands rbr;-t to tire singers of other.tlmes. The ancient a:rc1 the d.lstant J.ure;

, staægazíng we mlss ttre flolvers o Trlhat shall we sey of the Canadian women

of today who are gûvlng us thelr tÌrougiii in verse. 3o say tlrat lt 1s

all good. wlthout discrtrninatfon woulcl- be to sa,cl,fflce eot.ua.ge to corrrtesyr

or to say it ls the best ilossibl-e to¡ou.ld bo,we t1:1n1c, to lulL aspiration

"','ith 
a valn content. It 1s now upviarci.s of a decad.e since lliss Johnsons

vohr:te of verse came fron the Ilngllsh and. Canad.ian Fress . In 1896

al¡ilearod.'r The Ïiouse cf Trees" b¡, Agnes]lthelr¡n/n Tfetheralcl. The ver,se

tlrerein con.tained. anct the worir Mlss Wetherald is ci.oi-rr.$; in tlre l{agazlnes

lneline rrs to thñn1i that slre now taices a foremos'b 1.r1""u arnolrro; th.e Canad.lan

v¡or.en of verse. Bnt the worlt of those lromen mentloned- in the prececllng.

period. togetiier wltir tlra.t, of other anrC. yor:nger slngers gives p::ornise of
much fitlness and beauty of song. IS it not Carlyle wlro terseLy ,ga.ys tlrat
tlre house abulld.ing and the tlouse v¡hen brrllt are very dlffelenti so

ji"id.gement on unfinlshed. work mr.rst 1re d.eferied.o

And. vrho today 1,s d.oing the best work among Canarlian poets? FerhaBs

ot-lr estlnrate here has lreen antielpa.ted. by our romarks concerning B1lss

Carrnan. Certain 1t ls wo thlnlc he hotd.s flrst plaoo, and. not beealr.se this
Bosttlon has þeen a.ssigned. hi¡r by the most thoughtful an¿ måst' eompotont

of i\rueriean ancl. Engllsi: erltioe, irut beeause it 1s now bocomlng apparent

to Canad.ians in exa¡ninlng lris whole -l-lfe and. worlc that he has most

contlnuousl-y and. conslntently held to the hlghest lctea1 of the poetie

vlslotr' Others may have Ba.ssed. hlru tenrporarily 1n fJ.ight, but his is the

course r r,ltat r,¡lns ,gtead.1l-]¡ to the goal.. AnrL first arnong tire qua.lltles
of h1s verse oarly and. ahuays, manifestrlS Iri* feeling for nus1c, :na.rrno1g

proportion.trt Ís said. ilrat primarily mrre ic and. poetry rrere orle, ånct ttrat
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it is only in the progress of art from tire inrpllcitç tonard. the explicit,
that they havo þocome dlfferentiaü,ed.. The d.evelopment ln the lnd.ividual
is typlfierl. in the ïaee u¡here tlre poet 1s flrst a singer anct later an

inventer rThat Ca¡man ls our sïreetest 1yr1st every ]-lne he ha.s written
will- attest. llo has an instinct for musle and. melody that never fails
h1m ancl tirls 1s seen' not only 1n his choice of tireme and. ad.aBtation of
metrer which 1s al-ways felieltous, but 1n tris cholce of word. a.nd phraso

There ale Bhrases that Temj-nd. one of tlre old. masters, that J.irrger J-ong

in tlro aemory and. refuse to be forgotien.
cLoseLy alLied r¡¡itlr the a¡tietic sense/ Berhaps a part of it, is

tlre slrggestivoness of poler. Herc is st::engilr , helo is passion, but liere
also 1s perfect control and. a fine feeJ.ing of re,selrvs.fo! the preat

a¡tlst power of suppresslon 1s as Brecious as tlrat of expression. IIe

1s pre-enÊnontly an& artisrt of the beaut*fr¡l;1n funaeerv , d.epti: of
ttrorrgh'b anr.ì. i:oetlc vlnlolt, his worlç ls superbtr Hls vl-rlting is d-rl"s+,ed. with
a faer-y po11en afld yet the strength of lt 1s ltma.n, d.eep,teeltt " IIe

holCs elose to tlre symhoL ancl combiires an allu.ring færey rryltlr a perfect
altll .

l.1¡hdreln then doo; Carmants pre-emineitce coirsist. IIe l:as the love

o'f natu.fe an<i- communion wlth her seen in the poe try of tire ploneer o Ïio

ha-s tire syml)atlrt¡ a.nd. cllroet eOntaet tlre wllc}-wood. charm of Sang.cter ,

The Nationallst of ttre /leacLlan poets finc.ls re,sponse 1n htm; and. the

Psyclrologleal trend. of the poets of tlle ninft,ies has eaugÌrt hlur in its
sneepl bu.t all of these forees anrL monoments are ompha-sized. in Canrna¡t.

Synboli-sm of the eerller singers is only e meens to a¡¡,end-; rvlth irtm
llatlonallsm þecomes iroperiaLls'n and- the psyehoLogie sp:Li:i-t, beoones a

^p¿ìrt of tÈhc, Bhllos:ophic g:ro$¡th" Hls Ïrorizon 1rJ rv:Llenetl, irill inslglrt is
cleaz'çq rleeper; ir¡ itir¡ you got bhe bh-'u:rd. clirnenei-on o Hls t:¡fie it,s spherlcal
hts: growtl: ls tire grouitlr of the apple, not that of a house or a raiJ-r,riay

litto. For comþtnatlolr ho'::oplaces organiza.ûlon . The sürlngs that anfnaúe
hls Boetry are vltal not neehanlcal. Fo-rr freed.on lre gains tire trtea cf
funetton â¡1d Ìtllere ot,irers hevo pæooived, only assoclate:d. oirliiies ire has

Bereelved. organs and. organlsno In him j-n tI-re apt word.s of another*t1're
slnupathetlß rea'Ler r¡irll-L itotlee a r¿arlced. plctorla;t- use of nature a,s we-'I
e.6 sen,suous cì.el-ight in ffature itselfr de1..,1".ted. as it i-s wlt,lr +,rue feeling
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a.nd- not lnfreo;uently lvitlr an alinost, flavrless art. IIe y¡ill notice also

t,irat na.ttue is often hrundnizod. a.nd ten,Lerness l-ove r:rd. pity anct the subtrêe

prol¡lems of mans life aTe en.shrined. in orlginal a.ncl poetlo sinili+,ucles

'uo tho rnolody of hauntlng music. 1Íor arpe there altogeriher rranting Ínstances

of tlrat lnslght a¡td. vislolr v,¡hlcir belrolds the plrenomenal artd. cosmie v¡1th

ratrlt v¿o¡ld.er a,s auresome beuuty gleens, rad.lant symlrols or subLirno manlfest-
ations of the l¡rsnanont anct l-oding ùlo on wlrom al-l- things con.sinto"

In a reeent rer¡ibów of tlre liôerature of I90Ê by the Lond.on Adaclern¡r

ancl- L,ltorature among the rnost noteworthl¡ effortr¡ i-n poetry ls irlaced. e

illiss Carman¡s Coronatlon 0c1ên In this wlLl 'l¡e found. confirl¿ation of rnany

of the staterûents p::evior,rsl¡r mad-e regard.lng Carmans irorlç. Ilxamine it
cai'ofully ancl you vrill fincl 1n tire þost of it sonethiitg of Terrnyson,

B:cowning ancr- Klpl-1ng, and- a touch of Shelloy always. But above ancl tTrougtr

a-11 tirere ls 'f ire irr¿Lefina'ble fl avor of tho Âuthors or,nr stlrJ.o o Tirle too
is seen at tts best ln tlre 'r overlond. "'ln "lir.e Þipes of pan"ll.r.bLished-

Late iir. las'b yoax where he singst
It Lord. of t,he hai:.nted. \r-rrrlr

ïIhere raptures tir.oirg

r an{rfy }f".*ft-iluush
llir.Cr.lng äo song"

Yet forevor slnging ancl- flllittg tlre si.Le::ees witlr the ha.t.urting

melo<ly of marvel-r-ous nusico The Brod.uctivene,s,s of Carman ancl irls r¡ariet
o:Î 1lo,'-'tj,e forms may be seen in his t, sappho Lyrlcs rr a1>i:earing 1n

rì\the Read.er of j'[ovembor ancl Dece¡nber. A1-'1. of those recent efforts in
ÞootrV sur¡ta1n and- onitance the Ìrigir regard. in lvhicir ho 1s ilelcl as oÌm

tncst glftecl voice of song, "',,,.
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