
I,rj 'i-r-i:.]

'l:'ii -L r,Il.'

iri+-:ii-ü i-ü .i!iVrr.l,S

:ii'i.lrv-d

i Tires'j s

Presenied 'L.o

Lire ii'¡,cul'\;:,' ai Gradu¿'ie > j--u.cii es

.^t1:,. -:- çrs e¿'-t'cl'i

Tire iin:i-r¡ersit-r. ojl i'ia'rj-'r,oi:e-

iir l'arl,i a.I Fuifil ]-lnent

of iirc ileq'r-iireaen'i,s for l,he ne,Sree

j.ra.s';er" oÍ -+rls

b'j

Go:-dorr Dunc an i''icLeod

1..,1
-^iàf t';':o

ijrui'.dI



f.,|; iti,Iir;ri.¡. ¡-.:j..JiI -Lìi llliiì

rri¡,Í},{r;¿lCii n ili_r- J-,'

I'jlì,JjjlS ûìr

D]'

Gorcl-ol ll , iícr,eod

'ilhis i,hesis conce:r'ns iisel-î l'¡i',,ir Ine novel-s of th"ove urii,ien ireir¡een
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ÏN,ÏRÛDUGTICIN

Frederi-ck Fhilip Grove arrived in Haskett, Ì'ianitobau in the

fear 191-2 at the age of fort;'*ons, or forty or thirüy-nine dependJ"ng

on rotrether he "iv'as born i-n 187I, L8725 or 1873 as indicat,ed by l4vs"

Grove on a pos'Lcård to Carl"eton st'a*nley,

teonard r*"as bcrn ûcÈ" ldu ï930, .{s for
Fh¡:iL8 s da'',e of birth-as Ï saåd onee before
according t,o our mamåage certífíeete he
v¿as born neithey e72 nar r?l but l-873,
That j-s all the help ï ca:'¡ be on that
quesLlon. Bqrt some day ïeIl fleLl you" a
funny story.*

Fron 1$ì-2 until after the tx"agíc death of hie daugirter, Ï4ay, ån

L927 G,rave lived and r.ryote on tL¡e Caraåian pratrie, i'Ihe€ he diC for

the first forty years of hås life is j¡¡¡aaterÍaI; vdrether he lived

as he ha.s described hie life:n his autobiography, Ilr-Þeqfqh q,É

$tqelg, or wiTeÈhw hie remark i¡r a letter to Ca.rleton Stanleyz su-g-

gestÍ:rg that he nright del-ete the Elropean secåioa of' his aubobåography

in*i-eates that his first, forty JreaÌ's rrigÌrt not have been as he has

deçcråbed lhein, does not ehange the authoru the creator of "abe Spa1d-

ing, Niels Lindstedt,, John tr1líot and Len Sterner, :,,i1:ether Fhålip

l*l'fra, Grove, posteard to Carl-eÈon St,anT.eyu postmsrked Simcoe,
Jr-rne 28, L9l+7 u Box 5 (reeent, aequisitåons) ef the Gc'ove CoS.lection,
University of ÞÍanitoba".

2F" P, Grovep letter ¿e t¿¡l eton Sta.rrley dated Decønber 3-1,
L945s Box 5 {recent acquisitions) of the Grove Co}leciion, University
of lvia¡ritoba,



Brans.en of À ScareÌ: fos' .A¡res'i"ea ís Grove or a fåeëitious eharaeter

does not matter; l*hat does rna'uter is that Grove ohosc 'ho star* his

ner'¡ life ín içest'ern Canada" An,i- he made that eÌroice eithcr eoneeíously

or unconsciousl-y Ín order tc ÍuJ-fjll hj-ç d.estiny, that oí bringing his

i:naense characåers carved fron pråmeval graniùe together r.rith the only

enrriror¡nent grand. and primeval enough to provide those chayaeters l.¡it'h

a stage. For ån iris search for íhe p::imevaå he had oceasionaå]"y

gli,psed ít ín the steppes of Russia and in bhe desert and on the

seau but, v'rj-th cÍvi}ízation encroacÌring on the pri-raeval areae oitly

mountainså seê.se deserts and lrrairiee remain as they r.rere r.riren u:e¡r

first emerged from chaos"

Grove has explained rvhy he ehose to remain in Canada j-¡r en

rinpublished Xeetrjy e c

kihen I was a young mane am oceasion had offered
íteelf for me to eross Siberia; snd I had d.one
so; and it was thaf faeå ldnich had jmol-anted in
mc the desirc to see Canada, espeeially the vrest
of Ce¡rada; for I had a suspj-cÍon that Canada r.¡as
in many respect,s very s5-rnilar to Siberia; it is.
gooôooê@ooogoqooo@øoøøø

I renaåneC in Caneda because there r¡as in me one
urge mÐre powerful than any other; lhe r.rge to
elrpress certaj-n things; in other rq¡rds to rtr.j-åe"
Jir¡d r,.;tral ï wanted to write about. had offered

:t:.:'"': :n1"..:îo:u: . ø øê . @ 6 0 è . q

I have already hinted. that for Jrears before
coning to Canada T had been a uanC.erer in out-of*
the*way plaees"",I ]:ad crossed. ijiberia"", "T }:ad
spent some tine on the â."å$es of the Sahera;, ",Iha¡i sa:iled the seven seas in r+índjarr'iaeps.n,.

¿nd iJ? all these 'rario¡ls climes an,l surror¿nd.-
i-ngs there had renained intaet one certainÈy: this,
ihat it rras my fat,e, that iÈ was a demand j¡nÞressed
upon me, one d.ay perhape in exLre"ne oLd age, to bod¡r



forfuh iri a 'b¡ac"k of a:"ù, of literature, l';irat
I thoughÈ of ít a31u a '¿ork r"shieh, f,o put=åt
j-n one brief phrase, vmuLd ster¿d forever.'

The referenee t,o Þåberia by Grove is jmporta¡rè beea':se on

't"¡.a.b hrj¡p èo Siberia r¡¡hich þe deseribes in somc detajJ ,i":"¿

Ci-g:¿t:,1., a revel&,*'ion øo¡no to hj-n 'bo tdrieh Dee,noncl Facey refers in

tne evening theír parëy met a wandering band
of l{årghåz hesdsn.en. w}xen t}rese nen had.

passed and "¿¡etre about a quarter or a nfle
diebaità tlzey suddenly 'burst ínto songn+

l]aeey then Ínetud.ed mueh of, the origi-nal- deseriptron by Grove, seme

of r".hich I inolu.de here;

Iù was a vasi mela¡reholy utterance, eadeneed.
r.rilnrn a few oetaves of the ba.øs register
as if the Ia:rdseepe ês such had. assumed a
voiee: fu]-t of a¡r almost i;narticulate rea*
lizatíon of mariu s rulloz'iì posåtion li¡ the
faee of a hostil-e "oarrenness of natu*"e; a-n¿i.

yel futrl, also, of a stubborn if trerhaps
only inchoate assertion of manrs ðtgnity
bclor* his gods,

Å revela.bion came Èo me. Al1 tþrese
humai-io. ø orepr"ês€fiÈed mere rlravele¿s on the
stream of a serij-nal, germ:tnai- lj-fe wtrieh
flov¡ed through them.. o o o

i{o doubi each sfngJ.e one of them felå
iri-msetf Èo be a:r individr.ral5 to ¡ne laek of
personal diøí5-aguishing contacå made ther* ap-
pear es mere representatives of tleeir Fê.e€o

ôJF, P" Grovc, UnpublisheC leet¿¡reu Box 22u af tlre Grcroe

0*llee'aion, Uni-ver*ity of i'Íenåtoba"
,aDesmond. Paeæys @u The Ryersen ?l^øøau

L9h5s 'p, l+u



t

Ëu+. t]:eir Êong wa6 eternal- beaauøe, out
of tlte s'bream and- zucceesion of tl:e
gencrations, somevhere, soirterd:eni a Rêãle*

less inòividual- Ìrad arisen to gÍrre therir a
voice. Tha,t' voice vrâs the Smportant bhing
'bo me; for already I fett that one d'ay I
'boo vras to be a voice; and I too vrats per-
feetly r'råi-Ii-ng to vemein naneless'2

Th¿at Grove ehosc Canad.a in r^fnich to he that rroÍee arid' as he shose

to be that voice for Ganad.ians wå11- brj.ng nel'f sigrrÍfÍ.ee'nee to the

ßa:red.ían lit,erary seene r.*ren rnre erí'båes reeognize le5*m for v¡hat he

.i ^.¿Pé

ðlee typieal, perhaps evtrr the arehetypal,
0a¡iadi-arr".""He was not just a rcråt'er who

happened to be writång in Canada. He vras

a ta¡radåan wrítæ wholly absorbed by the
Canad.ien seene and by tlie pioneer drarna of
a di-verse yet single pecple6 vihoi-I-y con-
vinced that thi.s scene, this people eouLd
yield to f,he a"rtistss våsåon thæep and va:
iues at, onee rnique arid. tmiversel"

To foLl-or,¡ Grovet s reaJ.izebåon of his vision as åt is created

f,or us in hie prairie wríèings is breathtakj-ng if one once eaptures

the rhythro of his iraagination and creativity" To those v/no accu-se

fol*Lov¡ers of Gc"ove of reading i:rto ì'li-m ttiings ?¡hieh are not thereu

there renaln to be read Grovels ouiri lièerary eritíeísn, both pub-

Llehed and unpubliohed, 431 of which clearly points to vflrat he has

atberçted in hi-s or*'r¡ v+råti.ng" If e\rer än ar&åst livecl his ì*ife in fhe

Ê

'F" P. G-r'ove, I-n -9seÐqh-pf-fkgçLg, i{aemttrlanu L}ta6, Pp. L53u L5l"r,

ÐI,;a¿ec tm Ros s, Introduct ion to aveg-P¿qiri e Tæils", i'Íc0leJ-lanci
and. SÈev¡as'i, 1957, p, V.



shad.op¡ of a :aagnifåeent' våsåon ÈÏ:a.t aetåst wes Grove'



GFI;FTEN I

TFffi I'{tr}¡ffi TF FRED}T,TCK P}üLÏP GRT"USI

i.*hen he ar:"ived in Hasketl, i{anitoba in 1912 the mind of

Frederick Fhi}ip Gro're hael been futly p::epared for his destiny as

a r*råter, 'rùhether that prepa¿ ation had taken piace d"uri-ng a føvmø-

triz,ed. seLrooling or whcther it resuÅt'ed f'rore priva|e readång aneå

stud.y may nexrer be knovn:i, trfil-ess the t-r^¡o rrysteri"ous seaSed bcxes

of i¡rfsynlat,ion aÈ the Unj.versity of I'{aniteba eontain sorae infcs"rra*

Èion about i;his parå of his life, Hov¡ he arrj-ved at thet i*noment

i.s of litlle ecriseqü€?ee, 1ru.t he did. arrive and. r','j-th a nind poten-

tially productive of, greaÈ r.rriting tþat Canad.a has yet to fuJ-ly ap-

preciafe' I ånt,end t'o beecne involved I'rith three aspects of È]^¿at

rni:.id" Firs'bu Grove had. a clear and full" knovü-eCge of literature,

e:nbraeing the li.terature of classicai. Greece and Rome, the l-itera-

ture of ljurope¡ anC the literature of Ámeråca" $eeorrd.u he had

elearly dcfined. concepès of Litera.ry philosophy v¡hich would gÍve to

his v¡riting more purpose and foru than any other urit,cr of his tjrne

ín Genad.a. Third, he lrad a uiew of tife v¡hich v.fuen ËEaeed through hås

z.rritùngs energes ae a f'ultry devel-oped philosophy of lifq and that

:¡åer'* of Ii-fe was tra.gic.

I wåll first Ciscuss Lhe effeet

1i*usrature. That he had this }crowled.gc

Gtrorrct s hlor.rl-edge of

undeniab1e; even a super-

ol

lq



fieåal rea.Cing of hís pr#låsheA and- i.rnpubliehed' r¡¡ork ås proc'f of

ihis fae'b" In his auto'l:iogz'aphy &n S-geLeh p{--itrAelg he drav¡s aflten-

tj-on to his ree.d.ing habils at the age of for:rt'eenr

I nrust say a çaord abou-È rry readi-ng here.
Fronn the ti:ne r+hen I had. nrastered the mecha"nics

of the artu I ha.d been an omnivorous read'er and'

she ( his nother ) na¿ taken ne j:: huld herself
and. direcùed. rny seleetíon of books' By t'he tix.c
I i.¡as fourt.een I had a not ånconsåd.erable library
of nry ai^m; a¡rd. ü eonsåsted very largely of coin-
pt"ete sets. Û,n every birthd.ay Ï receivede as a
matt.er of eourse, at J-east one such set' The l'åst
i¡as l-ed, by Seott; a;rd Scot1, was fol:Lowed by E¡rtron'
Tlren ea:ne $hakeepeare-the latter, strange to say, at
fÍrst irl the Gernan tra.r:slation by Schlegel and Tíeek,
perhaps beeause i"ic happened. to be at i'lunich, brlt be-
fore the yea^r wås out I had an EngliøÌr Shakespea"ne as
r¡Íell, Schitler¡ Goethe: I'ianzoni-uLeoparài, Baudcla-ire,
Flaubert, Díekens¡ ílrnlkera¡', Tennyson, Brot'ming, Eliott
3,.îaeau1,.,y, üa,r1y]-e follovied; and. røith ¡¡¡Y poeket money

I aequired elassi-eal. æ:thorer in both Latin æld Greek'
,,, Á.dd to that, as I grøø up, suc]'¿ d1'¡ers fare as
l4ontaigne, Faseal, I(eato, Shelleyg iíordøv:irrt'hu
l{oeld.ertrin, SchopenÏtauer, Níetzsehe, Verga, Cemtan*
tes, Lope de Vega, Caldercnu Lesage, Corneille,
Raeine, I,lolíere, and eorintless others of lighter
weight- Stevenson for i-nstaTlo@ø E ø I'fark fwain, JuLee
Verne* anrï you have a slnall- idca of the extent of
n6r readíng" Ey acquiring stand.ard histories of
l-iterature: a department j-n vfiich Gemnany exeelled -
I managed soroelaorø.' even to organize my knor'ùedge tÐ
a cerbain extent.*

To those who find. Ít, dlffieul-t to believe th¿rt soräecne eould aequire

6u.cfi a broad" knovrl-edge of literature rsithout )aa.ving &.ecess tc formal

çdueatíon T hold up the ø<amp3-e of enother

v'loolf, r',ho i-n accepting an honorary degree

great r.rriter', Virginia

frorii Oxford- UniversiÈy

å--F" P* Gtroveu ÄA-sggreh --oåjltgs91-{, }faerniåIæ, L9}+6u pp' gJ*s 92"



prin'Led ÕuÈ '6hat s]:e had. not attendcd. sel'¡aol- for etrren onc d.æy ån

her låfe" Harring been the d.aughfler of Sír Leslie Stephen a:rd the

granddaughj:er of .'-'-, - . , she l-earneeå more f rom the f,ara5åy li"brar-

i-es and. conver$ations tha:r she woì"rl-d have in decad.es af fo:raaå eduea-

f i nn

Grovel s knov¡ledge of líteratr¡re ínuned*ate3-y introdu.e es a

problønr the proh,lem of analyzång his v¡or}ç te eslimate the influenee

of Èl:e various vrs"åtcÏ's and scheol"s of vrråters Èo r*iieh he l'lad becn

e:rj:oseeÃ" Perhaps a r@ye val-uable and less dangenous occupatåon "øaruld

be a:l anatr-ysis of scne af hrts v"erk v¡ièh a våe&" to identifyíng ån hi-s

vmåtårag those archctypaå o¡rmbols l"rlzleh, l-ike urnbi-lisaL eords, ¡nake lzis

r'¡ork an organic part of thre v.ùrole of låteraåwe" Northnop Fryc fn

Ib-e*¿Aatq¡rf-qå Qra!é_c¿qq-in his seaond. essey trTheory of .Syrnbolsir malses

the folJ.ovnng erylanation of the archet¡pa-l syrnboS.a

The synbol- in this phase is the coirsntln'åcabl-e
ulxit, to v,rhieh l" g¡ve the na¡ne archetype: that
is, a typical or reeurring lmage" ï nean þ æl
arehetype a symbol ldrich conraeets one poem vrith
another and. thereby helpa to unify and integrate
our l-i-terery eryeråence. Ånd as the a:r,r¡ieï;-pr,: is
the eomnur¡-tea'ole ryinboI, archetypal criticåsn ås
pråmarå}y coneerned rsith ]ite¡'a.tiæe as social faet,
and. as a mode of corunr.uric&tion..."

The repeÈition of, cenüain eorumon 5mages of
physåeeJ nature like the sea oy" the forest ån a
3"arge number of poems earmob ån itself be eal.led.
even resoincåd.eneet8 ç¡hj-eh Ís the nêrne we gi-ve to a
píeee of design when v¡e eannet f,:-nd. a use for i't ,
But åÈ d.oes inclåeahæ a eerbein urr-Ì.Èy ira the Ðatuc'e
bhat poetny i.m:i"tat,ee, and. in the eemrnunieaÅing ae*
eåwåÈy of y+håeh peetry f,orms grart, Feeause ef 'che



Largev eonun¡¡r¿lea.f,ive eonte#¿ of edueatåon,
àt åo pcssiblc tar a sÈory æ.bout the sea to
be arehets-Êd, to makc a prcfound inaginalive
impactu on e reå.der vúro has nelfrer been out' of,
Saske.t,ehørran" ¿

Ratheg than usång Õne of Fz'ye8 s examples of arehclypaå syttt-

bolisn ä i*.ould prefer ta }ook at a¡t exænpJ-e lqhåeh I think elearLy

åltuetrates ',,he theory, Jt is Gertc'ude $tei:r0s fa¡aoue and n-isunder-

stood pçems

Rose is a 3-r$e ås a rsse"

ln tl:ese seven vrord^e ehe spoke voïuuree t¡eeau.ee she i:ttend.e$" ån tl:ås

repeÈi-tien of an arehetypal- sy:nbol to ercaÈe a våsåon of trutle or

beauf,y in the núnd of the realer ¡¡hieh i+or¿l-d conjure up a.'rl åhat the

rose had ever s¡i:nbolj"zcd in liÈeratusc,

Gertrude St,eån in this poenr Ls attenipÈing to e:cpress a^1]

that is meant in ilhaucer8 s èrêJÌslation of fhe Ro,manee of the Eqgg

v¡hen the rose to the medåeval rid¡d syru.blized the whole of beauty

and l-ove, r"¡hen the mere refl-eeti-on of fhe rose j.:n the ryrlrror-l-ike

pool was enough to send the me&ievaJ- l-itera¡y figure into eestasy.

She atrso r*ras attønpb5.rag to e:q)ress the synrbolisn of the

Båble in the li:re:

Tlee d.eserå shall nejoiee a¡¡d blossonì &s the rose J

4
i{orthrop Frye, ¡+¡¡aÞe¡qr, of Éritå-eism¡

Press, L957s p. 99"
4
-!Ue_E_Àb_Lg, Isaiah, 35u i"
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a"t2c3. 5i?ekesi:eax"ee e bhemest

t*iÌ:ats s in a na:aeå Tiiat whicir rçe eaj.l a yrge
By aray o'bher name q.¡orrld s,Trell as s'øeei,,l*

cr Gaufiie¡'s ss

I a¡n the speeåre of the rose
You r"*rre buå trast nighg ai; tl¿e bem5

or Bropmín€þ;

å"ny nose A
l{ay ravage w¿th åmputuity &" rcffiê"o,s"

*r ühråstina HosettåB s:

Flope ås Iålce a herebcll trernb}-ing frurn åËs binèir
Love ís l-ike a rose tlae joy of aål the earèh
F'aåth i"s i.ike a liåy I1föed hågh and white
Love is Like a XovcJ-y c"ose the v¡orLd8 s dd-lghå
HareÌ¡ells and srøeet lålies sþor"r a åirn¡nelesæ grovrbh-
But Éhe u"oee r+råth aåt lts thorns exeell-e ÈÏaern boèh. /

In her fanous one-line poenn Gex"trud.e $tei:r ås gålrång us oi?e of her

e>ryereenees of one of' those flashes of ånsigþt wleíel'¡ we have on oe-

casåen r"t'nen ne sudd.enJ.y see no& orrty superfJ-eially but horåzontally

and. verticalty the i"'hole signifieenee a:rd inean:i.ng çf an aspeeå of

trutk¡ or beaut'y" In this fåash of insi"ght tire educated. ehane icåth

S¿eín the whole tremendous inJl-uenee and meenån@ of the rose syro.be}åsn

ieot onJ-y jn literai:¡.:.re but, aåsø in life itseåf, fron the tår¿e of erea*

åå*lz untål nor*"

,,3. Shakespearee P'o_meg_q$UplågLe trle åå.
rT" Gaubierr "Abe :ÞaeÊ&qq_o_{---!þe*:kåetr, S+,anz& å,
r}--"R" Bror.ming, "ùp_f{4Læ_rïe bk, VI.
frnÇ, G" Ë.ose|tår "äÕ_p.q_Ls--ååBg.é.._4 91åuu,
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Jnna::yvÍaryrsF3"**enickFÏ¿i1åpGro'"'e8sarnåvaIånHaskett

is l-ike tl.lat of the }egendary hero r*ro ea:ne ou.ü of mys'bery in

search of magnificeat challenges before d.ísappearing back into

the riysteny from ird:ich he had ørergec. In nrany wa¿rs Grover s ar'-

rirrat in Haskett ís like flha;b of his h€Ë.oes: Abe $patrding, lïj-els

Lind.steett, John Þìll-i-otto PhfL Bra:'¡den alt of r¡hom came in sea::eh

of a ner,i liíe and. ín sear.cÌ: of a dream. Grove eane to liaskett in

Bearch of the pri-raeval as the arehetypal s3lï?b€} of his t'uhole vieqtr

of l*if e astd. creation" liaving formd ít he s'i;ayeC t'here u-ntj-l- tÌ:at

viey,¡ of life beeame unbeayable for hjs r"rith the d-eath of hie

daughter Mæy. Grove eame 'Lo liasketÈ v¡åth lcrov¡ledge of the 
"rcrldss

liter.ature, anC the symbol-isn of that literature rcas to e4press it'-

self once again here on the priraeval prairíe of the canadian s¿est"

llrhen ?¡e eome to a considerat,ion of the seeond aspect of,'

Grovess rnind., his philosophy of literavy purpose and f,orm, we find

that in kis book of essays, -I!-Negdg--t'g-Þe-S-aid, Grove has in the

essaye rtllealism in titeratutre, tr surrrned up his philosophy on this

subjeet" Before setting ou'b hís defini-tíon ef rea'Ï-ism he fj-rst

rejeets p¡hat he consíders to be a wrong view of realism:

There is a eoruron aecepta.tion of, the rrord
z'ealism-j-n }it.era*ure- against whieh I must
define nçr att'ìi,rr'i,ü""'.II1 this rmlgar end to mf
rruj-nd erroriecus sense of, the luord, reeSism rßeaÌl5 fr:ankness

in the niatters of se;iu
o 0 øo 6 0 0 6 ô o o 0 90 0I6 6 0 ø S ô 0 0 0 c o ô o o a o ê o o @ø ø ø a o ê o o I e e

I advoeate fvankness in ma.'r,ters of sexc clear:
searching unimpassíoned arrd unpre judiced discus*
sions of thein bearångs and- Èhein i-raporfance,
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Sex ås reeå3 as real as riouetain tops aneT

barre¡r saa"'e as foresis ín a sÙorn or fields
in the first tend'er green of språng' llhat-
evere:elstsisthelegåt'i::ia't'esubjeeårnat'ier
of fhe J-iterary artistu be he roma:"lt'ic or
reaJ.ist"o

Grove then makes his sir.ongest poinl i:: this essays the faei; that

reafi.*n in this nistaken sens€ rel-ates 'bo the choiee of subject

and that, for. him, realisn relates ",,o litera:"¡z prccedure ancì- not

to the ehoiee of subject'

i{e then iurns his ail,ention to ¡¡e Nat'uraiisi SehooL of writ-

ing ae illusf,rated by the trritings of trm-ll-e Zol-a" Grove says of Zo]-a

thaf he was a çeåentist.

To hin the novel t¡as ¡:Iot arr art-forsr rn¡hich en-

abled. hin to cast on his carìvas a påctr::'e of
lifeashesal.J'it;it1^IaSat'seienti.fiee>çeri-
mentr! in r'¡hich he prod'ueed artifieia"lty faets
and seo¡rences of faets froin v*rieh he claimed'

' he "oi¿ d.ed-uce l-a'r¡s of irature u-iÈh as nuch

cerbaíi,'ty and necessit'y as a eheruist deduces
laws froä the behaviour of liquids obeerved
in vitro" The moment v¡e exarnj'ne theee seienti-
ficpret.ensior¿sofZola'ssonei¡lratmoreclosely,
tft*y appear singularl-y weak, eonfused, ** d: s
together Laeking in the pennanenl power ol art"

Groveeoneludeehj.eattaekonZo}alsgtpseudo-reaiisn'lby

stati.ngthatifheisstillreadinEwopeheisreadforthe

poetic pov,i.er rn¡ith v.hieh he projeeted false concerttions into ¡rås-

j-ons rathey than for the åccu.raey of the picture of life presenbed

8r, p, Grûve, Ä!-$ee$*-&o-þe-åqilå, i{ae*råJ-Lan, L}ZQ, pp"5L*53'

a/-- . - ¿/
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in those våsions"

Grove begins his analysj.s of reefiere by using the defini-

tion he found in "tnnand.al-e a

råthe end.e&vour to reproduee natÌlse or to
describe real. life just as it appears
to lhe artist.?l

The very core of Gyove? s lheory ef reaJ,isn in litenatr:re j's that'

reaJ-isrn is not objective,, for íf Íit weree he "n;oufd look at life it*

self instead of at, a r,¡ork of art. He then stafes that before a io¡ork

of l-iteratuse can be a woy"k of reaJ-ism, it rnust be a rvork of art and

conform to the canon of av'L; in art the artist ås a.n índispensabl-e

tnediun through vùrich r,^¡e see Èhings. The earnera e¡id the granwphoneo

according to Grove are nore reli-able than the human eye and m€mory€

Ihe essential point, hor+ever, is that neither
interposes that interpretative stratum vùich,
ín a i'¡crk of art, is ft¡rrrished. by the artist{s
soulu neåther in other words, mirreFs and. evokes
a-n emotj-onaL reactien. Gamera ead graJrophone
see and hear thj¡rgs from 'Lhe outsideu as åt I1'ereô

The artist fuses and reproduces them from out of
his soul. In order for a-n¡rLhing rr'hatever to be-
cone a fit sulbJect for art, it must be rebcrn in
the sou]- of the art'ist' Thus the arbist- neces-
sarity tinges the picture vd'rich he gives; if only
by the faet, in the face of a :¡ast eonÈinuity of
hapl:ening, he gi-ves his work a beginning ancl an
,+nrì " hw f,hi s mer.e fac'L he has lregun to inl"erpret
emotionalty l'utrat he presents. åu

Grove then deseribes the role of Èhe c"ealist vu-riter r'¡ho must' alvrays

åu¡'. P" Grovee ltilcedå'"e-þe-Çe"1¿, ì*aemaJ-la:np L929t þþ, 59u

60,



**¡lúsr$ hinself lrilh tire presen+,a-ticn nof, of hi-msel f buN of hunan

ijolr'ever the reatist'. ".h'aving leavS?ed" " ' '
that he alo:re is nolhing; that Nhe work of
art can spring on1-y fron an intimai;e, aJ-¡noÊt'

nUvstical filsing of the tuo things v¡hich are
sreed.ectr*athlngpresslfe{gairdasoiill:rese'nting-
'orill ne'¡er s'bep foriçerd i-nto the ti-ine-Iighfl
ä,s e person. The momenl he exclaims ri-Ëcce

hornoå or Esee Pul-chnunårs he eeases t'o be a
rcdÈ#¿ who speaks through thíngs and human

figrares whors he mar"shals about on his s'bage;

he becones i:ire pedant wfro.pcint: l+" moral,
be it wi¡h a¡ ever æ rna¿fc w'and'--

]JecauseawriÈerc.anonl-;rprcdu-cei.:l'ratispotentÍa-Ily

r¡-ithin hj:n he is presørt tc the speetator, æd because he ea¡r

only convincingty re.rrr"esent a characier or event l'irieh fànds a:r

echo in hí,äself his personatj-ty affects Ìris r*'riling' Har"ing rnade

this point Grove then exclarrns:

Here v¡e lay our f inger on greatness" For

nho, in the vast u¡orld ivhich goes by the
tranr" Sf,*espeare ca:r point to an opin-i-on

expressed or a feel-ing evoked and say,
Here speaks the ptete not the character
¡¡¡hom hä created"? And r,llro by contras'¿, vlnen

he thinks sf i'iarlotre, is not instantly aware

of his personal prerlÍi-*ctions, his super-
humair rãacÌ-res inio chaosu and the failure of
his hanct to grasp what íN reached- for? Shake-

speare, by ttuå criberion, was a reaJ-ist uùrile
j,íarlçr,¿e ïras a romantic' Grear;ness did I sa}'!
Yes, greatness; fo:: the drama and the epíe caJ-l

for- rãalisin; romaniicism is the neihod of the
lyr"ic; a-n¿ in the drana and the epic. ther'ç$ore,
tr-3-riciom can appear only vrithln a hybz'iC'*^

11F. pu Groveu f! NgqgÊjr_o_!,eS'*iÈ, i'iacndllan,

19-^.. /a**iE$" 5 Pø o/."
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Thås eoncludes the first fund.a¡rertat tenet of Grovers theory of

reelisn -- t}:at ån real-isiåe arl the w"rj-t'eilorå11 never appcar in

'i;he fj.y,et pergÔn; dnatevey' he has to eay vrílt be seåd indíreeil¡r

Nhrrcugh action and chara'ct'er"

Grovethenproceed'stodiscusshissecond.majortenetof

:"ea.l-ism" To be a work of art literature must rrr.lrror a more or

less urriversal hurnan reaction t'orrv'¡hat is not Ï''r13 ile then dís*

tusses t}e rol e +f interpretation in realist l-íieratures

This seeond

plica.tions.

pons€ of a¡r

txrlversaJ-"

Interp,reta.'i:ion is a matter of naking con*

sci.oui ard. arti-culate rruhat tras, previous
to 'r,he acf of int'erpret'ation, unccnscious
and. fæarticulate" The artist*or ùhe rea3-
åst; for to me, personaåly, vrit'hi-n at least
the realru of ihe drama or epic, bhe N**¡o '

t,erme are s¡morqnntus- mus't nlrror in hi s
presentation, an enoiional response to
ihe outsid.e r,¡crIcl. and to life uhich is, as

nearly as such things ean be, a universal
tuup"tu* or at leasL capabl-e of beccmi-ng

".tr*-h" 
ûr, as I have latteriy cone tc ex-

press ib, a ''*¡crk of literature or of a:ry

ãtn*r *râft i-s a work of art exactly to
the extent 't o vJnieh it disengages the gener-
etly lragic reaction of 'uhe human soul to
tfre fu4gamental eond'itions of man¡s lìfe on

earLh"*4

tenetofGrovetsphiLosophycarr"iesv¡it'hi?'fourfua:

The fírst ÍmpticaÙion in lhis theory is .Lhat the res-

abnormal personeJ-ity r'roul-d- not' be ce'pable of beeonúng

'rjhat is needed is rtåhat cool- impassionecl outJ-ook upon

*'l!¿=d,p Þ" oj"
")-!¡

.1.1; ,(7 
" 
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I --Lie urricir :.iil¡¡ht i¡e GcCî 
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!ir.e seccntl :i-nj¡-l-íca.Lj-ôrt -ì s ';it¡:i, iìrr;

-r'¡r'-Lie:,:' i,n oilCe:: 'L,o be a. r¡¿a-L-ì sL n'tuÉ1, ner¡e.l b¡.se iiis ir¿e::p::e'L;-t-i-ons
16rlr:tt ihe cur:'e;:i'r, ¿rber::¿.'i;ioi.ls oi .Lhe i.e:rrrÌ.-- ile läus f a,fíeli:l -i,o cleal-

l,11,ir ihe eLern.eJ-: rroilr o-u,yl enoLiorrel- rsa.ci.iotr io i-:-ie, a rea"cij-on

iry
i;Ìiich is tÌ:e s¿:r-ire toia;r as a'c .[Ìle rlar,'n of hisLorlt" it* ' iire i.irj::d.

irär'.:-l-i-ce¿ion i-s i,hti, i,Lle i'n''ii;e! tL-u.:1| noi, -oc; inf]-i:,+ncec1 b;.' ¡iibi -r.c

o¡;ini"on, rnd '¿he fi¡:a} j-¡:ii-rlic ¿i*bion is a.s foli-o',;s:

l1 i;h¡iL liie i;i:'er:,1,ness oi ¿;¡.1 .'i::'ij-s'j; t-s liret;rstired.
mor'e Lh;il Jü;,-r,1 i;11¡ else Ìt;' '¿lie e;i-ie;r-i, or'i;he
r¿in,i;e of iìrì:r;1s Lo rr;hj-r:ì: he c¡;n reacN and b;r
'l;he -u::errin,3 a.cc uracir 1'¿¿¡l "L';-ìt:i,r:h bis oir:i
rea,c1:ion niiirors the re¿¡.ci.ioii oÍ n*rlli¡tci"
ih¡;L is t?re re:.so:l i',rir;i', sr-ìfilrellle ?,l]Lor1i i'eeJ--
is1:s, s'¿¡¡lcÌ Lile Ll:ree., gi:eab rl¿iines cí' iìoller.',
5h¿,.kes_ceare: tìoe bÌr e6 trrÕ

'Ihe iiii.r-d n:ajor beLte': oí' Grovel s ;-,i'iílosoi:rny oJl realisn is

'bhai realisir

llwil,.l- ,,:lace i¡;self encl bhe::ebi' tlte reader" in
tire lie¿r1, of th-ings in sucÌr ¿ì '.Ial¡ iÌ-re-b 'i;ì:e;r
-l cok on a'L '¡,{iai is haitpeninq íron i:}re :l-nsiie
as ii iiig,. -i';e:re 'lhemselves a. iror"Id-conscious-
ness uir-i cr'r has its rarni-ficabions i-it af-]- iruran
'Lh-ì nils lh¿r'u 3.c e¿Li' oÍ1 ;Ìre sia.r;e oÍ iile ',.iorit of
lire:re;i:..r¡:e. -s [,1od is i.l- sp:Lrii, anCr of 'bh¿;i.

si:i::i-L, ,ta::b i-s in r-r,s, ii-ir-rs the a-¡,ì;ltor of a bool<
shoiil-ci be, anci 'Lhe.refore -"houid iriake ì;he reaCe;r,
a s¡ir-ì-i -l,r'e,nslusi::.,, iLì_ l,:i:i¡s i-'nC. ell':rec:L:r;
'ii:. eln in .l 

'¿ s sJ.:l.o¿t.'¿Ì:ies " rY

rt=_. . _ ._/
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Follovring upon this analogy of the writer as Gad and the reader as

one of his crea'bures ?,ie }ock back tc ihe Ánnandal-e d"efinition tc

the words, ttTo d.escribe reai- l-åfe just as it appear's to the arfuist.ii

ÂSrpearance is not opinion nor is it i-magination or' ål-lusion" The

i.miter must ah+ays presen! realíty in such a way that the :"eader v¡:-ll

feel thal; he míght react as the authorrs creations neaet" Grove at-

t,acks those r"¡ho d.rav¡ exaggerated characters" He says tha'c there are

neièher der¡ils noy arìgels on the earth but only rnÍxtures of the two'

There ere no vítlains nor ar€ there pure heroes. Ttrere Ís, however,

in l-ife, confl"ic'r,s

i"Ie might alrnost go so far as to sa¡' llrat life
is eonÍlíct, Conflicts, in the concreteu are of
su.ch exceed.ingly corsjlon oecurençe that, ån ob-
senríng Life onc is r€riinded cf a sea ån a storm
r^fiere aJ-l large wå.ves:great issues-are beset l'rith
smaLler waves- the mincr eonf,l icts- the backs sf
which in turn are ri-pp3-ed by the v¡ind-these ripples
repreeenting tlre quamels and squabbles of menj-al
nrinds" Ïf life is not essentially of the stuff
of eonflicàso it Í;ends at least tq-i:reak up into
a series of continual eonflicts. êO

Âi: this point Grorre intro<Ìuees his bhesis that in every con-

flÍet both si¿es have a right to a:r 3:nparÈíal- presenta¿ion and there-

fore a i;rue realist must reveal each confliet to the reader ín su-eh

a l"ray that he can have sympathy v¡ith both sådes or vrith both pc$-nts

q:f, l.ie¿,t" He ¡-¡.ses as his etamp}e $hylock and Fortåã-; one ca:uro* wåtch

20
Ãbi-d"> pF" 67e /a8.
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e. gùod pr:oductiCIn cf Tl¡-e-S*efcLg4-Ë qg*&Pi-e-ç 'orithoui; ha:dng a¡] under:

stanù1ng of kroth the learned }av4¡er and the tragic Shylock. True

reel-isis d-er¡elop a eonfl-ici different frol;r the rlcrude oppositåon

,1
of, angeJ-s and devíi s"tr**

ele do not, in }ife¡ meet r'ribh heroes a:rd-

villainsi we are oursÊlves never one or the
oiher" Ìie are both; 1're are gulfty anC- nob
guj-lty a.t the sanre ti-ne" If we wer'e not,
'','¡e should be neither the t're.gic eomcdi-ans
which we are nor of eny earthly inierest tc
snYone but ninors"

lìrtu true ari;, appeals to none but
matuve in'uellects, for í',, deals .'¡ith esse¡r*

lli:":::::::i.lÏ"i.. s ø.s.. e a ðs a@.. a. ee. e

True reel-ism alvrays develops conflic'L
in such a nlåJ'ir'letr that r+e see al-l sídesu sJry;Ì-

paLhize with att siCes taken separafeiy, and
yet can-not tell hor,'¡ that conflict cær bc
a-rroided. vrhich, as ii it¡folds íi;self erushes
our sensibilities. that is the tragic neces-
sity which we find in al.t great works of
lit,erary art and r¡drich exal-ts uË aË it crushes
us; thaL is the ttfafeil of the Greelç tragedy;
it is the ine;<orable quality of li-fe itsalf'
Gir¡e it a.nd you have givetr an image of liÍe;
give it, and you have girren art; and you have
gi*¡en ü by the true nethod of all dra¡natj-c
and na::rative artu namely reaf-ism" Åll-other
things are inessentiaf-s of proeedo"u, 22

Finally v¡e come to the third aspect of Groves s ril-i-nd v¡hich f

intend to e4:lor€; tfe must. I oolt into the nlnd of Grove in search of

that "¡ier¡ of lif e r.¡ìrieÌr he liel-d o¡e his arrival on the prairie and rqhich

pervad.es a}l of his l,x.iting. If one searches long ørou.gh and careful-l;,r

al - //
å819.¡ P" Õu.'
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enûugh he +¡åll- find in t]^¿e r,¡ri¿ing of Grove the philosopit;" of i;he

r..¡:.ite¡. himself fully e:q:resse,j with relation to ea{eYy aspect of

the nor"el : setbJ-ng and. at¡nosphe::e, plof a;nd confiie|, chaxae"çettza*

iioi'r¡ thene, form and' síyle" rn I! i{ee4Þ-Jp-'-Þ-e-F-gid 
j'n t}re chapter'

,r'-lhe Happy Endingtt, 'we find. ¡nosi of Groveîs phi3-osophy or viev¡ of

lif e cIeårl.y '*:':.i-'t:.,.-',;t*'*:i: ',

Grove introcuaes h-is d.eliberations i'¡ibir a i;hreefold t-j-er'¡ of

truth: eoncrete trrrth deats vúti: sei-æce; absLraei tru"bh deals v¡ibh

retigion and metapirysíes; subjeelive or en:olì onal trrrth concerns it*

Belf, v¡i.bh rûatlB s aitiiude to the things of lif e and to the tÛ'bal ity

of crea.ti-on; the do¡nain of this íruth is arü'

Ârt I have elssrdlere d'efj¡ed. as that activity
of the hruna¡l ruind. and. soul inhieh awd<ens and

ci-i-reets an ercNiona} respouse t'o dnat is not I'
Inasniueh as it is the ain of art to elqpress a
purely human reaetion to the phenonena of }åf,e,
i"ru"þuetive of human id'iosyncrasies, it may be

said. to des'broy individ'uel-ity and to fuse the
cornr{ot1 hurnanity inherent in us aål ån a pri-n-i-

tive nesponse to the outside r+orld¡ it may-be

sa:id. to inter¡rret us to ourselves- our feelings,
our reacüion to life; and- to rnake the dee¡sest

i-n uø, that idhich ordinarily remains urleonscious

or ssui-conscious art,i cula'be.
r\rt, then, appeal-Íng as it does, not t'o me

as of this coi-r¡rtry o" this age, but to the pri-
rrev¿ú hr.man being in me, is of no na'tionalityt
and of no time" TLre quality of the emotional
reaction awakened and directed by ari, neee"sal*
å3-y ciepends on arid is tinged' by, the quality of
riie iiself as it has been fron .bhe begi-nnirrg of
the ,,.Ðrld., That quality being inhe::ent ån Lhe

very conclitions of our exist'enee c# earLh, has

not eiranged en,$ eænnot cirarige, no na'i;ler hoi"¡

rnuch our so-caLled progress has cha'nged the in-
essentials" ','re sho'ald, therefore, expeet' that
the eniotional reaction oÍ niankind, as mirrored' in
ari, must have rernained the same thro¡lghout the
*guå. It, ean be d.ønonstrated, and I have else-
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vçhere ts'ied- to clo so, tl-lat suc;h is the case,
not onl-y on one of the art*fcrms, but in all'
He:"e I musL restz'åct ¡ilvse1f to that ert*fovm
+¡hieh uses language fo:' its iool"

Look r¡here yo-'t pleaset into Greece,
Germany, Scand.inavia, Englaitd. thcose #¿at
time you please: anfiquity, the niddLe agest
mod.ern centuries" What ís ihe quality of the
responsÕ rnirrored- j-n the greatest v¡orks of
lii;erature of no matter v,irat tine or clime?-
fhere can be only one ansÏ¡erã Íf is tragic'ø)

To Gsove the bragie quolity of the response to life ís

uiaiversal-. .4,nc. in this vie",¡ of tife he is but a parl of the

greab t1'ad.iti"on of tragie l-it,era'oure' However the:'e are certaån

r.rnique charac&erisiics to Grove! s response. Althau.gþ at, ülvnes he

seens to accoPt the r,"iew:

;rs fl-ies to i"anton boys are wq,to 'the gods:
They kill us for their sPort.¿4

Åt other tiines he seems to rejeet this as he rea,liy rejects the even

more eJrnical vie.¡¡ fhaL he takes l-ater in his poeme rtln Msnoriem

Phyllís }4ay Grove.tr

But iN ís not soå They, as wee are blind
¡snC caruaot see where leads their unl-ed danee
¿-bove thear, dangling, hangs ¿¡s $piCer Chanqg

anC spins no meaning, ueJ.* to scui or rnind"25

Ðesrqond i-acÊy ín his book Egç-åe[Lc-E*Ph!Lþ*8çpSp does seein to attri-

bute to G-rove rcæne of these two våews of Life than he deserYes:

23y-^ p- Grove. rt iileeds to be Said., rrfþç Hairpy l-undingritå o ¿ o u¡v Y v9

l.Iacmillenu L929u ÞP, ths 85,
ZÌL-*F. p, Grove, rrln i'ie,norie.m Ph¡r11is I'{ay Grovert¡ Unpub'lished

poeme jjox 15 of the Giove ijolleetåon, Universíty of lianitoba"

^ts/n-'&æ'
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Basic is the perpeLual coníf-ící beti,reen mån
and his natus"eå envårotaent, tike fìardy,
Grovc oscillates beiv¡een conceptions of
a ru'iiverse, conNrrclleC by forces delibez'ately
malignant tot¡ards nan and by forees i^rì'lich are
s5-inpJ-y ignorant of, or indífferenll tou human
aspirai;ionsu But t,hat these forces overriCe
manqs will and thv¡art his purposes Ìre is Ín no
dou.bt 

" 
¿o

'ìì+L^"^r- ^^'D^^ê-r sp.ì¡e- lhis r¡iei.¡ of life can be fornd. in thef,4v.luu61l j Õùt I 4uçJ ÐGU/ Ë, u¿ÀrÐ u¿

novel-s of Gn:veu I feei thaÈ Faeey failed to bring i¡ GroveËs par*

ij-crrlar viewpoint wit"h regard to Lhe perpetual conflict.

iiior is Grovc a det,erminÍst,. Paee¡r does make this point

quite clea-rl;'u although in naking it he does s,ì-¡-ing toc far towarrle

a st'nictly Greek coneeption of fate in his analysis" Determ^lni-*x

ca.rr be dcfi-r¿ed. as that vÍei¡,r of Lif,e lçhich :naintaíns that every event

has a eause a¡rd that for any event Lhere is a finii;e eet of la¡qs such

tiral, givea a finlte set of conditions then the evenÈ vråll occur.

Indeterminism, on the other hand, postulates some evenùs r,¡hich are

not caused in the meani"ng of the determinis'o eqnlanaiisn" It is

here that Grove v¡ould belong, because there alvrays seems to be in

the r'rit,ång of Grove a freedo;n of w"ill- whose decisions are noL caused"

It, is at this point that Grove, in my opinion, comes closes'L,

to the :¡ri etotelian coneept of tragedy and espeeially bo his ¡riev¡ or

the tragic here . r'or ArisLotle cer'r,aintry iniplied that the 'bragic

hero woilld rnost effeetively arouse pity and. fear if he rçere neither

thoroughi-y good nor ì:ho-r'oughtr-y evil-, 'pui; a man li ke us, i;hougþ the

tragÍc effeet r+ould be stronger if he r¡¡ere rather better than mosi;

^/¿Ð
Desmond Faeey, Ffedgff k Bhilip"SfgVp" 'Ihe iìyerson Press,

L9l+5, p, J-21+"
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of us" Such å inan is e)mibi''',aà &s wr:'ffering a change in farbune

frorn happiness to iiúser.y beeause of a nis'bal<en act due 'bo his

rrha,nastla'r - bhat is, hi-s '?'rragie flar'¡tt or tZ'agic errtr it-l judg-

nent,The'i;ragicheromovesu'stopibybecausethemisfortunehe

suffers is greater than he d.eserves and t,o 1'çL:i beeause we recog-

nize in the plight of the hero a potentíal disaster for ourselvesu

But combined r.rith his relationship t,o A¡'istotle$s creed

of tragedy v¡e find thaÈ Grove alsa hae a quite Cistinct relau"r'enship

to ibsen. Like Ïbsen he seems to see the essenteal ccnflict of life

as Èhat bett¡een an j-ndividu¿} a¡d. a set of eonditions sir"ongly irn-

pressed from wi'ahout, rn Lhe ibsen p-roblen play the sj-tr¿atåon of

ihe protagori-1sr is clearly rendered. to sho¡'¡ that ít is only an in-

sbance of a general sccial problem" The lx"oblela is ak*ays one oÏ

conduete and in lbsen there is alnrays a dem¿rncr made for the reader

lo clecÍd.e as well as for the r'¡rufer to deci-de røhat the soluti-on to

Lhe problen m:igh"c, be. 'fhus lbsen built his problem plays arounC ¿d'

eentraL struggle: in lhe--{i¿¿-qqgE the struggle was between i:nagi-na-

tÍve j-dealism anci en lncapacity for actÍon; ån &9P49ËÊbq!4 it v¡as

a struggle betv¿een new ideas and. an ol<i. culture; ín f,rËl'g-EfqU

it was a struggle icetv¡een sensual and material passron; in 'lhe

Sqlllq-=Hoggg it r,¡as a. struggle ner,weell u;triiiatle s individualiiS' a:rd

hypocrisy in the namiage rel-atror:ship" Þinila¡fy ín ¡'rederick

i,hilip Gr,rvesø prairie nove¿s we vri.ll" f íncr that ín ea'eh there is

a eent3,êå sta"uggle v¡hich represents a sccj-â} probiern of wri-versaå



me?,níngforiu-hic}rasolutionhasto'oeforurd..t,oavoid.tl.reflre,gie

conclusion fey, the f,ristoteLian tragie herees of, the prairåe $Ô1'e1s'

In ,rî'he Fieppy ,ryrclingir Grcrve :aaken the folìeving sLai'e¡nent:

It is the r:niversaS verd'i-ct of mankå¡rd' at' ifs
higþest lhat the f,eeting released in the hrmran

,oõf,- Uy the conteinplation of life is tragÍe;
and. therefore, by inferenqg, ihat humor¿ Ij'fe
itself is a treLgie thing'^ r

i{e then pÕses the quest'ionu irr''lhat then

-ql.rer $fe fir:d- Grovee s partieul-ar viev¡ of

lviaerú}Ians, L9290 p, 8ó"
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is te-a"gic?rî atrd ån his an-

the tragi-c response to life'

To have greatly tried ancl to have failed; to
ttä"Ë-e"*ätly'øished anci to 'be d'eníed; to hqve

;;;it tonsud fcr puritv q+ t* be su-lliec';
ãå nu"ä g**ãtty eraïed' fár }if,e a:rcl to reeeir¡e

d^eath; dl tfrat is bhe eonmon lot of greatness

;il; äÑh" Tl wouJ-d' be rniserv indeed jJ there
*ã;* not another taet'n:r in the equatåon" Ïi
rsoulcl be enrùing, trct exal.ting" The tragic
ä"Jity of I'{osesl fate - conbinlng tlre te.r1o5

Ënn{ 
""u."kres 

v¡it}r Áristotlet s eatharsis llÈiich

åo*ftu - lies in the fact that' he accepted that
fãi* "f his; that he tras reeoneiled to it; that
he rested content r"rith having borne the banner

ir,.rr" fo; others r'¡ould carry it beyond'' .In this
accept,ance Ðr aequ:rzllt:*'i. ::* tie,s- tru'e tragi'e great-

o*u*l ít mjrrc¡rs ihe indersitable spirit. c¡f man-

kitld, r{}-L great endeavour, great a:nbition' great'

ï"ve; gree,t pride, great thought' d'isturb the

ãluãi¿"*"deË of the flow of events" The order
is restored. dner:. f aílure is accepted and r¡hen

ít is seen and ackno4[-edged t'hat life proceed's

by contprculises onJ-Y.*

GrovetherlmakesLhepointl&ichbringsauniversaåity

i:rto his thou"ght and v¡-rit,íngt his prairie novels couldu as shake-

27 
n^ " 3 " Grove, It-Neegle- tq-þe éÊJJiu ãrThe Happy Ehdingrr¡
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ßp€are does, have a -üi-tai meanjl1g for '¿hose ative during the reign

6f Çå*:çs3, for those elive during bhe reig;r of ihe first El-izabeth

a.l1d for thcse al-ive nol1r &s once agai-n the vjÐrj-d is rearvanging it*

seIf"

ft is t'¿'re uni-veysa]- verdlet of mankínC-t'hat
al-t of us vdao conceive a great aj'¡:l musL neces*
sariSy farl- and fal-l short of achieving it'
A.sk any great men who has aehieved' greatly
i.¡hetherhisachievgnerrtj.sofhiseårn;hev¡i].l
tell you that in the j¡nerrnost depth of his
heart he knaws he has faåLed',

But, it, i-s a].so one of the f,undamental
j:enets of, nry creed. that an idea). realized
l+culd. be an iclcat d-estroyed' ff ilad reveatred
lÉinselfn he v¿ould be dead' The ai"n, the idee"lu
to be oi vafue as a guide must be r:nattainabl-e"
¿ bea.con reached. is a beacon pu-t behind; a t¡ea*
cûn nev€r to be reaehed iøi-ll ali"rays beckon"
Àchilles failed. and Siegfråed f,ailed-" IJon

r*ujxote faited'; ancl so d:i-d }'{'clieret s Ale'est'e"
Lear failed and. s,l Ctd Caesar" äar{vî s Jude

faileri.l an:d so did. l'lered'ilhr s Beauchamp"
fi is the fate of ruan-leind. rJe piJ-e Ûssa

on PeLion; and for our pains we are chained to
a r.lourtain fJ-ank, lilce Prometheus, the bringer
of light, bu'c even in our failure we erult, ^bu;o

"*rruJ*tu-have 
fought against the odds of Lif e"*7

For Grove a work of art mus1, rc-irror this fact of nankind.: the

Promebhean fate.

In Bo:c nü.,:rì:er 22 0t the Gro'¡e Gol.l-eetion at the university

of j.fanitol¡a Ì;here is a collecbion of adds"esses end articles, many

of them as yet u!;cublished. In one of these addressesu

I ecti.re nr:ml:er three on The l{o=¡el¡ Grol'e agaån makes his point

about tragedy and agai-n uses the archetypal s5rmbcl of Ïlromether¡'s

il"I so d,:ing,

*nAþH,¡ pp. 8sF 89'



Àri rnust hold ui: to tife r+hat, I rvou-ld ceJ"l an

çrre!-þel.ç4lc-F*,"" :.llat is tragic is nevei' glooqy;
noîruiy hlxtan figli'c is evry hopeless; for this
3r e as o n j''þ p! rs-:¡q-l ç c qr.{ 4 çc:l[L!bjþ*¡-!,e-ql!i1" -9 4!tq"-

-fAç-t-igg-% 
-Tt is tr"ue lha-,, man fighting the goCs,

*iust Juã*-,.¡¡nU, Iiut' the nrere fac*, ihai he figþts,
ihat he d.efies, i-s a triunph' It is t'he ;oresent'
generations s eonfession of weaimess thai it des-
pairs" The l":orld" is bl-eeding fren tnany r'iounds"
tsu-t. it, r^".i11 recover. I'b wiLl raise its head from
its presen| prostration arrd look fate j-n the faee
again" No greaber s;mrbol for the tragic rierç of
t ife has ever been fou:d than the overshadortrLng
figure of Pronetheus" Chaåned i:o the roeks of
the Gaucasu-s by Ìris eneäLies, the gods, he ye1:

thrct,¡s defia¡rce at the sLars and spiritual-ly
conquers the gods to whora he succu¡ubså
Nov¡ tirÍ-s is the way the G.reelcs hold 'i:hei, even

bal-ance: nev.er is man irii;h then the Ìielpless
play:bhi ng of the gods or: of circu:lstances,
o¡:lieir he is in Hard;rrE s l'rork. 1'lan fåghts baak
against the faies; êr1d though he may go"ol: 'i:o

d.efeat', his Promethean spirit conquers"/"

Grove then jusiifàes the use j¡ }iì;erature of conrqanåing figures

tn nnr'.i,r av i,Ìris vier+ oí life:

The moment, v¡e etrter the reaj-rn of arl, v"e demand

a higher syiablism' ?*e r'¡a.itt a hero or heroine to
bod'yforlShsomeofLheeternalsp5.riti,¡hichdoni-n-
ates mankind. as such rather than the lesser j'n{{*
viduaJ- exponents of sone fraction of the race,'"

This then, to meu is Grove¡ e rriew of lif et a tragic vier-r,

but tragedy as modified by his use of Li-re arch';l:r''';r.r'!- qfrn'ooL of Pro*

metheus who, though ehained io a roek b]'the Gcds, lives on to defy

and to 'r,ni1mph, None of, Groves s heroes evev asirie*ÍeC conplei:ely the

?n)u-.
r{ P ¡'lt^r¡a¡o ro

t,he Grove üo1iec+"íon¡
-{l

¿-+\ a -

l_Ð1-9..

riThe TJovelrr? irnpublished Leet't:rÊs Bcx' 22 af
lJniver siby of i'jani"toba.
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C,r.ea:i o-r j-deal t,irey sei; -ibl iiieir-is*lves, ì:ub -ï n a:,Lenrruii-t3.1 l,--'

fi:e¡r íoi.4nL a:r'L ciefied- r^rii:i: n;igi:tjiij-ceni s.¡-,irit anc" tri-u:ni:hei

cei'iein ercleni in r,'h¿:.L i;ire;'- C-ìd ,lcil:l-e'¡e.

ái abou;'Lire a.¡ie oi fori;r, ir.¡:eCericir fhiiip ilrove c,:]-ire to the

ten,adi¡¡ ¡-rairies in sea.i:ch of 1;he t-.ririev,:.l seÌ,iing i'o:: tire i¡rive;:sal

cr:ailil-icL oi na:r a;ctrut'pting to acl:ie*¿e'ì;lte u,ne.f'reinable" l{e ccúì1e "ii,-Ln

a I iier¿r'.,' b¡:.,cliiìl'ou;rri r¡¿tich 'p::ovicled Ìiiür ';d-ih i;Ìie ttniversal- a:'ciretyoal-

s.r¡n'r:ol:-si;t ¡reCOsSÐ.u-r' Lo sc,;lptu::e chal'¿:cl-eL:s ¿rard enou,gir once agein 'cc

en¿.;.c'¿ th j-s sì::rutlttl e a¿1aine i i,he bacl¿Ci'o¡r ci l,ì-ie r¡r'a-i ::ie" iie caie "n¡i';h

,:. ciea^i:i;¡ -ibr¡u-Laied lheo::¡' of li'i;era-b',re * ¿-1. vie-''r oí re¿-l-isi:'L -":",,i'Licli ire

iras ¿Cheyecl i;o in ¿l-r i:.is iicrk, ¿lnci he ca,¡le i,'¡-ìiit a vieis of iif,e * a ''r,ra*

Bic viei^l * of coi:fl-icl, anC t::ir-unph mj*.reC ld[ir deÍe¡i '¡.tr-ich iie has .9re^

senbe,l'*din a bleirii.,:rg oil Nhe'l;r'.rq-ì c htro of .iu'is'bolle anC ''l;ire pro'oier:t

pla.;,¡ i--orrta,ì, of ]--bscn. In ihe,i-'oiloi";in8 che.pì;ers I r¡;-ii-L ai-bentìi lcr dj-s-

clrss'r,lìese'bi¡"ee as1:ec'l-s of tÌle rinC o"Íl Grove as i;i-iey are e:iriì;j,t,ed j-n

the four 3;l:Ê¿ì.jü tra¿ic prairir: noveiss S.gl,i1içå?" oå. i.þp j:gf.qg, Ç:Hå

!=gL}-rjåq*Ê, þS-*Loiçç--pi- l¡tig, tri:ci {r;g51i-gf**}2iÊI!}}'

ic so

io ¡.



CH.{PT5}1, II

FIÌUITS OT' 'THË EARTH

Fredryick trhil-i,o Grove has left for us a conrplete recorC

cf ihe genesis of tqi¿ilS q!,!èç--4af'!þ in his autobiography, I-E

$eefqit qi .{ylyqqlf . Before turning to the forty year history' of the

grou{h of this nor.el- I Þ,ril-l- firt}t refer i:o ihe titLe itself" In

In Seqqqh çÉ4yseH Grcve refers 't,o the bcok by the title lþg--þfqqiqleç

p*S. Ëpel_d_Lnå,Ði_s! i-cg* bu.t nowhere in the three ha¡rdtrriiten aêrLuscripts

of -r,he book in boxes 2 anci 3 of, the Grove 0ol-l"ection does he refer" -Lo

;'j' 1^=- ^-'- -ri'{-ì ^ p.¡¡6n'" i'.h¡t. nf ¡'^- 4-^^'r r':-- T have nct fo'm<i ínLtr uy dJrJ u¿UJ-ç v:!çç,u L/ urldu ur 3{e_ !¿lJ5¡.j-qj!liÉo ¡

{}rovets o}iu. i"miiing the publis}red tÍtle, f,ruilg-c{-qÞç-S-e{th. In his

inLrod-uct,ion to the book, i"i. G. Parks says that Grove once iold a

corresirondent that Fruits of the Ëarth rrwa.s never inteud-ed bo figare
?

as a novel" T meant it to Ì¡e takar as a piece of pioneer historyoil-

If these suggesiions that îqqi-tFp{ t-qç.4qr!b }Iås â chronicle rather

than a ncvel- are to be taken seriously, then I find. it difficult

to understand why G¡'ove ehoee this book to be the one r'rhose history

he has most cerefully docummted in order to il-lustrai;e his philosophy

of ihe grov,4h of a novel-" I think to ta-ke uheÈ, nay have been charree

.,1

2,-
Lø ¿ è

SlewarLu 1965,

Grove, fî Sqersf. SÍ -fjyqe_L{, }Íacrrillan, LJ!6u p, 382"

Gror"e, !:'uiis of lhe Earthe id.C"L", iic0ielland and.
ïntroduction b5' 14, G, Parks, p, r¡iii"
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reiîarks aboul 'i,he velu-e of a book bv its oun authcll ancl to use ì:hem

ou--L.of i;heir orig'inal- conte>:'b is far'less convincing th¿;. the argu-

rnent of the ori ginal- manuse::ipts ther,;selves 'u.¡'nich shor'r si-gns of the

mosi paì-nsteking ca:'e in producing a well-clanned novel.

In -l-e, Þ,cq{ch qf j'!vselí- Grove relates hi-s first vision of Àbe

Spalding. In the year 18!le as a farrn labourer Groverrhad been employed

hauli"ng -r,,¡hea.t " " o sone.¡there in the south*i'¡est of r.,¡ìra| had becom.e Li¡e
a

;orovince of saekatchev'ien.tt' 0n these hauls, he rerates that his rúnd

r¡râs I eft free to rambl e, as the country r.,,as fl-at and ønpty. lle ì:hen

teils of lhe bÍri,h cÍ- the charactero ;tbe:

rrThen one day -l had a:: erlrr*.n'ì;',rr"e" ijcne-'rt'nere
tor+ards the end of my o&i;'rø'&:d dr.ive, to toi,un,
-L saw a rle:l ; and ¡,..'hat is more, he u¡as plou-ghing
straight over the crest of a hi-ll to the r.rest,
nnr¡in- r.i¡an T ^el¡o¡h*, eì ohr- nf hin *nr.'o-¡la ymrvv).:¿r1¿3 Lr¡¿Ër ¿ vL,*Þ..- -- ".JJit, t UÌVd,l.'G¡j lj.ty

t'ræål . , ,.Besideg, outlined as he vras againsi
a tilt,ed anC spoked sunset in the western sþ
he looked lÍke a giant". ",-[ learned thai; ]'¡e had
that afternoon a:.rived frorn Ontario, that, find-
ing the l-and fitLes office open in to'".¡n he had
prornpLly filed on a hoiries'bead claim of a hundred.
and sixty acreso ". "Having arri*red an hour ago,
aftea br"¡o-thousancl-mil-e train-rid.e. he r,ras nov¡
pJ-ougriing his first fieldå
oê6@oô6øeao0èè oôoo9øo@

The next d-ay, and ùhe nex|"","I .i.tent 
""" ov€r å.

diíferent trail. IN seerneC inperaLlve that I
should never seej never hee.r tha.t, man again,

+lready, r.¿hil,e he v¡as standång by the side
¿-'f t.ha i-r.:ri'l r,rif.h no rcn]-i'ninæ ^n +^r, ^f iñ'vi¿ uvr/ v¿ ¡tÐ/

l-oad of a hund-red bushels of r..¡heat; êl1d more es*
pecia-i-ly ¡lnen he i:ad. uttered the last fe.ç+ r,roîd-s,
he had not seemed to me to be quile the sorf, of
gíanü r had imagined r.lnen he tiad. f¿rs¿ i,op1:ed the
areot of the hi-r I Ya* o^rnalr^rn¡ he ha.d bodied forth
ior *u the esseå;å "i";t*;i;;är spJ-rit ',,hat, has
seùtLed the west"ern plains a:rd wit,h r,¡hj-ch T had,
througþ scores of concrete manifestations, become
fa:niliar during fhe preceding year"

'F, P" G.rove, Ig__Þu_efgh qJ_IlyqpqË-. i.facr¡åll anu Lgt+6, p. 258.
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lhe ¡aj:ar"tant thi.ng '.'Iå.s ihis" liis f,írs.b
apÐ€aråflcee on i;op of Lire hil:l-, had lripped a
lyi gger in n'6r imaginaiion; he haC- beconle one
l,iiih many others v¡hom I had icroitne æd an el{-
p1r, :, an had follovred in rihe nerve cen'Lres of
:ny brain l:ecause I had been ree"d.¡ for i:he pains
of lririh. Äe io me, monev:tcus thing had happened:
the figure of ËJce Spalding, central- to ihe book,
l¡hich forty )rears later, l+as ¡-,ul'Iished u¡der the
title fruf çq pl -!þe qqq!-h, irad been born in my
lri:rde fuliy ai'ned as iL T;Ieree and focalizing in
itself a hundred feaLures rdrich I had noticed else-
where. this man, a giant in body, if not in ldnC.
and. qririt, had f,r-irnished the physicaJ- f eatunes fbr
a vision r';hich had, so far, been íncon.olete because
it had been aì:strac'î:.

If ï had seen ihe enfirely casua-l occasion -
tliat is alt I can caJ-l- him; he r"¡as iiot the proto-
type - of this Íigwe a.gain, if I had hea"i'd hj-irr
speak. . . that nental vision of nlne v¡ould
have Ìreen p::ofoundJ-y disturbecL" * ;cerfectly ir-
reler¡ant ac'i:uality woul-d have loeen superimposecl
u..oon nJ¡ conceotion of a liran, rdto as I sav¡ hi:ne haC
perhaps never li.¡ed; for he I acke.-l that infusion
of myself llhicir makes hin r^,ti.ai he has becorne. !'ro¡n
a t¡rpe a:rd a synì:ol, he l.¡oul-d. have beeotne an indi-
vidual; he wou-l"d have besr drained of the truth thaf
li.¡ed in hin; he woul d have becone a tnere fact"

Th:s birth of a figure has remaj.ned typica.l- for
al-l of my "work.

Fror, fhat day on, a netJ character had been pre-

:u:t.t: iu"":":'':''i-T-1". e o o ô o o o e o ø ø 6 0

I li''¡ed my f-ife, he his, .lis Ï gz'ew older he
did. 

" "ue lrere never onc; thougir I f el-t r,,¡-ith hírn l'¡e
renained twa; I had su-ffered too infensel-¡r fron,,his
naiui^e to identify *i;self lr"it,h hi:n aL an;r tj.tne"-

This figure whom Gyove sav¡ in 1694 r'¡as the ernbodimsrt for hin

of the archeiypal s¡n'*ol of irorrretheus r,'hieh he had epruíed. *rithån h:;s

nind fron his eari¡r kno-";ùedge of nrybhologr, l'he ti'.o, ihe qrrnboJ- of

lJ--Ibid. u Þ" 259 - p. 2óI,
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i,roneNireus a¡rd the man seen by cha:rce, iaerged i-n v,ha-b he ierTns an

qrrsxÌllssion¡?u' rn 1894 -åe ù-oalCing, r,he Pr"ornethean figu:le of

kr¿*!:*gf**!ä-q*åaqlih'o'ras born in the mind of Grove altnouSln the

novel r¡as not puiol ished. for another" forb;r ye-eis. tsuf d-u-r-ing '{,hose

fnrf.',- r¡rr"?r.s f,he,- fi l"rrre øra.,Jua.llr¡ tooiç on nrore and leore feabures oftv ! vJ -/ uv-¡ r

ihe gianf, i,he 'Iitanu r+ho suffeqed at the hand.s of bhe gocl-s but

lirr¡,-i {-.n rlntrr in t.he t,riurnnh of'his rrie.f.orr¡- i.} SO íaf aS he haC¿¿ v vq uv f)+v¡

achie''¡ed 'ì t"

If one read6 ¡'rr_rits of the Earth for verifica'bion of this

a.rchei;r1:al s¡nnìlcl e¡ ;pat'1ì-ng as the sbrickeu gi-arrte one iS or¡er-

uhefmed- at Nhe erridence in sup. ort of ihis i;Ìreor"y'

Ph;rsi-ca]-l-y u hbe was ex-r,r"aord-ínaril¡r'i: alJ-t
measuring six Íeet fo-,-r o o . in p:'oì:ortiot:
to his hpight broad-shor:l-dev'ed and deep
chested. -

jitl , *eø¡rrj tcl a 'riq-inrr nf r"nìr" Siatufe v¡e find the fo1-l-O'',^ring:.r¿ ul: ., vÊ;l+ s vv s v

'l',Iell he r¡o'uld conquer this l^¡ilderness
he would- cirange it; Ìre r..¡ould seL his
seal upotr it . e

I-{e v,'oul-d corlquerl ÏeL, as he looked
aboutn he l"ras s'brangely i":rpressed v¡ith this
l,ree1ess prai-rie i:nder the after"nooil s'url"
.ooocooøoóooê@oo6o

äe r,¡anted l and, not landscape; alt the l-and-
seape he cared for he i4srrld introdirce himself 'Tet, hal-f unlmor^,rr to hine there i"tas a
dream: of a rnansion such as he had. seetr in
0nNario" " , "a sort of seigi-ieut"ilÅ sign
rnanual. Doninaii¡s this pra!-ríe"'/

t¿þig. 
3 p" 26c,"

óF, P, Grove, Igglt-g-9ålhg*gffi, N,C,L", i4eClelland" and
Ster,rari, L965, p. 19"
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i{s NÌre srory ceve}ops 1/re see ciher facets of thís d.rean in the :r:Lnd

cf' ":.1:e ,j¡al-di-.n¿jj the irea:n of a gz'eai Ía;l_1l¡r of l.¿hich he ¡¡oiùd be

the fourder, enc i;he drear-:r of leadeyship in the affair=s of j_he cc¡,r-

rnurriLy"

llu::ing a djscussicn beN¡¡¡een Âbe end his r,;ife, Ru.bh¡ aboul

the pLrrpose in ell his r.¡ork she refers to his sisie¡. liut¡r.s opinion

of him:

She despises ne açd thinis yorl a sorL of
Ìralf-god or hero."

Or:ring the great, fl-ood- Äbe I ead.s ihe c,:li¡nunity a:rd et one

-roint, ne::son¿-l-ly rescues the schoor i:eacher, Ljlainc, .'.ffe:. this

feat ihe men were fed at, the ho:iie of Ìùicorl vsho hacl a large fenily
of children. Their a'b-r,itude to the nen is recorded in the sa:ne

symbolic language:

To them thís rr¡as a red.-l_etter day: ihe men
were heroes and giants fightÍng the elements,T

Later r¡e have record.ed. the attitu.de of the i"¡oinen in the nnmr¡r:nì+y to_

r+ards Åbe¡

To hi-m 'r,hey ranained. vagu-e; bui he r.;as to thern
a hup;e figure of somer^¡hat uncertain oui,lines,
resel'nbling t-he hero of a saga@ o o " Abe yernalned
a hero and a saga-fígure, loved- b¡' fe1r" ha-bed by
sonee but, 'øílly-nilly ad,rdred by all"fU

tôtd t9+v¿sês va 4,Jê

9
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Young Hil'l-ine:', i+hcse noiher and ste¡*father, 'L,he G::a;pentins, re-

f-ì r¡cf. i,.lrar e¡¡ni cpl- attj-iUCe tO'¡iaffls fte- s¡eaks c)c ;-n^ ! ^ +L^'. r': ^ôrIçUs U¿rç vJ¿frv(il úVúJ-Vt¿Ut UUI¡euo -.uç, oìrçeilÐ UI ¡aWç > UrlUUSfUÐó

L:rap.rentin sbood befoi"e the yo,rng nran,
tl;iould- you rTrinde?l he said , , . 'tv;ould. you
nrind, l.ir SLe-rson t,elling rne 'rrhy the grea'u
lord j.s alvrays alone a¡d does no'r, m-ix l^rith
ihe y"es'L of us as other Christian pecple do?rl

Fiiil-ner fi-xerì a rrild buL sLead.y eye on
'bhe other" mailoa6o ltÌìecaìseu¡t he said at lasL,
rrhe thinks greater thour.hts _anä ai:ns higher
ùhan atl i;he r"est of us do"iirå

v'iheel don r,.:¡no succeecls in ha'ring ¡.be bs-rred iroin ¡¡oting on

the school consoliCation issue al-so refiecis this vier,r of Äbe as a

gianì;:

Iie realized that he had released in that
Ltrperturbable giant nofç than he had knoi"¡n
to exist j-n híã depth,I2

'J'here r.rere rnany gi-gentie feaLs u¡derbaken b¡' ¡¡u d.uring

his life in Spalding DisùricL¡ but, I v¡itl refer to only one here

l^¡hich I bel'i eve belongs to thi-s aspect of ,i.ber s character" Having

fina"l-ty buil-t tire rnagnificent mansion of ',^¡hich he had dyeamed for so

lonp Àlfe h¡s if, enmrr'l af.eJr¡ anrrìnna¡l r..iJ'h o1 an*riai+'r ì+ ^^^ *^int¿vrI¡J ¿¡vv rrqr ru ev¡.r.u¿çuÞ¿J çi{ur¿uiJçV- 5r¿Ull ç¿çU U¿ ¿Va UJ ê .1U U¿rg U(,

he sheepishly has to arl:irii; that his reason for e. night iri;o to town

ís to see Ìris es'r,abl-ishme:t fron the road. The incident is descr.i'ped:

1l_. .

¿glg"e P' 5u'

L2.._ .lnì'{ h l^å\
6 Pe ¿rJvø
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äe i.¡ent in the bu8Êli anl he never locked
back till he had reached ior,n, Fvon -bhe

'lioner.¡ålle Line he pee:red througì'r the iright
ai ihe pool of ligh't on the horizon" Ït ùid
not laom irigh but see¡ned. rather 'uc forrn a
dent in tire sky-line" ThaL wa.s the proudesl
rnn'rani nf hi e li Ío. rn.ì ha r¡i <o¡l 3n âr'ñ! åq

though reaching for the s'Lars.!J

.And eo Frc¡retheus had succeeded in bringing fire and tÍght 1,c nan ard

ib r'¿as tìre ;orouclest inomen| of his life"

Ät the enC of lhe book as Àbe drives hoine r'¡ith ltu.th tiho has

trj.ed iir her oi..in l¡ra"y tc pu-nish ÌtcCrae for sedu-cing Frances he Ís

vier¡ed b;'solne of his n=ighbours" I{e is apreaJ-ed tc b¡r ¡llio|'¿

t* leaC the seNi;lers of the ctistrict, ou'b of their Lroubles. Lle is

shouted a.t by þlrs" Grappent;i-nt
i-iildh nc".¡! Is the greaii lord, stepiring dor,'n from his shining height?t'

,âs he passes the ltjicoll place T¡irs" lvicoli rautlers, r¡There

goes the faflen ¡srortrl5 But¡ though he had fallen, for a ti:rre." he

once again assurlres an upright stance rçhen he goes to the schoolhouse

Èo assert his leadership in Þpål-ding DisLrict.

liefore movíng on to the second stage in ihe genesis of

Fruits of the }ìarth I shcu.ld drav¡ attention to i:he name of its

hero, Àbraham David $palding" It beeomes fairly obvious during a

readJ-ng of the novel 1,hat Gnove, in creating i;he labe i-rnage, has made

frequ.ent use oí .ói¡iicai s¡rrrbch-an as r.¡ell as s;rnbclisrn d.erived. fz'on

13Jþåg'v F" 119"

t4lÞ¿g", o" z6L^

t5¡¡ig" , p" 262"
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othey, fierds of lil,erat're, r fi-nd it impossibre io bel ieve thai

it, i",as by mere cha.nce that these tv¡o I3j-l:lical nilres beca¡ne the

chrisiían nemes çg abe; the ¡ii:raha'm figure ol Lne Bible as the

arehet.¡pal synbol- of tkfat]rer in.e,ge fits too nicely i'd-t,h the

drearnÁ.behasoffou:rdingady-nasty:theDavidfigur"eofbhe

BibLe as the archetypal- spiibol of the chall.enger against aÍi over-

,,;hel-rning opposition fi.ts fco nieely r'riLh the gige:rtj-e ch'qll enges

accepted. by A.be ån hjs stru.ggle'co achieve hís dream. Davi-d, the

gia*nt, ki-Iler, pittecl hinsel-f against the forces of the pri.meval

prairie and. succeeded in achierring a .rictory over those fer"ces, at'

leasi for. a i:ine" t¡ihether tharLie is i:r enJ¡ 'viëy supi-'osed to rep-

resent, ¿¡1 irbsalom figure is not clear', buL i;he na¡ne Ïìuth bcing

given to ì:he 'o¡ife of åbe eerNainly d-oes stir ee}:oee of the Biìrli-

caj- r,uth ami-d the alien cornj for '{bes s wlf e eert'ainly f elt tha't

sþç wa3 ilout of placert on the bare prairie having been transplanted

frçro a sßâll Ontario tol'Yt"

in hi s introduction to the New Üetadisn LjÞJ]a4T ediiion of

Fruits of the EgLtb I,i. G" Farks sums up most of tire rest of the genesis

of this noveio

A trii-r across the sod-den*rain*drenehed prairie
:-n f912 led. him io conceive the episodre o¡ '+ì:e
saving hi-s bumper croir of v¡heat in Chapter tr;

his observaiion of farming contlii:ions in the
spring of L9L3 r^¡a.s latev transnu'ted into the
u.ã"ontl.t of the greeÍ' flocd that eng¡rl-fs Spal-d*

íng Distri-ct; tñe sigh'o of a pupit being erushed

unãer the l;heel-s of his load of dneat suggesls
ilre death of Ch¿rtis Snalding,



The mosi viN¿l of a-l-l- sucir r{e:rylosàcnsr¡r as

Gro¡¡e call s then, v..re.s set oîf r,'inen, in a drive
threugh j:he country neatr R'alid CiNy, Ì"ianiboba,
Grove noticed. a magnificent, honestead : a great
house of red bricl< and tt^;o huge r.hÍte barns
set in a fonr-acre ¡r¿v¿' i'ihen he siopl:ed fo
lttvsst,i gate, he d.iscovered that bekrind the j¡n-

posing faeade lay nothing bul deca,v ancl ruinous
negleett two decrepi.{; horses and one nr-ise-¿'able

col'I 1¡ere the only ani.mals in the enornous barns,
and. in the m.a:rsion a fanily of poor i'errants crov¡ded
into one roo:n t'Íricl: they heated b)' rip,ring up Lhe
mpnr¡ r.lnor.s ofl nrrprtererì o¿_k fof fUel-. ThaL saleirLil:J r¿9v¡

ni oh* np^fnrrnrllw rnnrrerl bv rthat he hed seen andr4t;I¡u9 vIv¿vw¡lé

appl-ying ít to the life of ¡ibe rpal.ding, Grove be*
gan f.o r,¡rit,e the ncvel" He had glirepsed the even-
tuaL fabe of *bets greaf far'irr after its forcefnl
or^r!'Ìer had. digd. ai'ld- his ageing ridor'¡ had retreateri
Ì;o the tot.n3,ro

r;riiing in ig Ë-e-e¡s'þ--ql lurqqJ.j Grove e:qiJ-ai-ns in

r:md.e use of these incidents frain Lif e r^hich 'l ed No

sorae detei-l-

ì;he birthhov¡ he

of tJre novel Fruits of the Ee$þ;

¡-rorn ùhis it irúghi 6eern as lhough the book -u¡ere

¡ -c*ah-r.rnr'ir nnnrnnrrnrìêd of eni sncì-es Laiçell front4 l,lcuvl¿-uvul i! vv!¡-vv

actual- Iif e" It is not; in every case fhe actu'al.
happening lTlerellr released 1n me certain reactions
lr'rrich led ne on' Ås far as I t¡as concerned, it
'çr'as rather as if, i-n l'¡hat happeneC, I reccgnisea
l^rhat, had alrea.dy happened to Àbe spalciing" i'Jothing
of v¡hai: f r,¡itnessed. i,i¡as used Cirectly or in a lileraJ-
eênqa

êeoôooo

i"hat J rrrish to underl-i:re is precisely the fact
thaÍ, in ¿be Spaldinges careerr as given in n5' book,
t'here j-s not one episode, not one opÍnion aruived at
by hi:n, no'c one feeling released iir hint, t'rhich, pro-
perly s-cealcing, had an5'tìríng to dc i+iih self', beyond
the íaet that Ï I aboured io understand them" v¡ith the

'1 IrwF ,¿

Sierøart, L965,
G:'ove, &3iiÌ;-s- of -!ire ECÐL|L, l'J'C,L*, i'ic0lelland and

Iniroduction b;'. i4" G" Parks, p, v-ii"



"ouildi-ng*up of +'he si'ory l had'r *o'¡ssieìlsl;rr'
t* ,,,ot*''to do l'han i co"¡.¡l-d' liave 

"¡i''¿h 
the g:"cv;tÌr

oí a iree in ra;r fietds' Ï have trieC ì;o e4¡lain
this in an a,:"ticl.e iru-biished' in the þ!r¡gqÊ;L!X
oiÞtnt]ot 'jÈaqtef-IJ-i !ut'' as, íer as r lcnori 

"here
nas l¡eãn noooAy wfto irad ears 'L'o heai'"

-lf is íor that reasoì'L lhet I feel I nust
inserb l¿hat follol+s; for si;rangeJ-;', fhe very ihing
r,¡hrch set ne to i.¡orú aL ihe task of r,.rrJting - r^¡hich

,u¡as af so ihe tiriirg thaL colr:p]-eted. abe Spa].ding¡ s

storS' in my nind'- nevel: íound' ib s via¡t into the

book". ,qþç SpaldJ-ng¡rs Ceaih, anC' r¡hat folL-or''¡ed

after \¡nas necesser;\r in order to rcund beÍore I
could. v¡rite Ít; bui for tìre story oí ihe districj;
as i had conceived' it it' l'¡as j-rrelevant;-g'nd- in
¡tre fini shecl "r^¡or"k ii-i" ne.ver ::renLio*ed"r/

Schavingfo,¿nd,oheclecayi-irgncnuneniLothed.rea.tlL5gfiibe

spaS-cling on .ì,he pr.airie of v¡estern 0a:rada lik'e +'he cecaying lrcaullleÌ'ìI

to .bhe cire¿¡as ot' Üa.yrnand.ias on the deserb, Frede:rick Philip Grove Ì:e-

gen his epic" tn i;he nexb page in lp-'ÞegäqlLgg-{yÞ-glg Gror¡e verJ¡

clearly íntc'odr-'.*es kri s philoso;ohy of realisn;

-¿ind. here is a;rother point nhich I -wish to
¡nake. 5o long as rry li fe remained one cf
the inragination onll, there alulls came e

point tl *i,.i"h, if 'r,he cent'r'al. frgure of an

e.,.o1ving siory-contexb v¡as vit¿l- enough noi
Lo facl.e fron rny vror'ld, I had' to r"rite tirat
story whether i l"¡ished it or nol'

ooooê060

Forbhose figures of rn'-ne r^rill not sLa'y do-vrn;

ì,hey wonÎ t lãt, me res-L or sleep; they warrt ì:-o be

¡orä into d.eath. For whai niy vritíng does for
tùear, as far as I an concernedu whether Nhat I'rit-
i"S Ë* su,ccessfuL or no't', is nol so much to give them

l¡irth as it is io give ihen burial" they rtere born

l-ong ago; lhe}" itiavã lived' their lives al-:nosi; in
;;ti- ãr',rry""ii; êird noit they v¡ant to d'ie" Though

there are e ¡"1'I'Sslud-ed i:eople - as there shouJ-d

be * i'+ho assert ihat onty aJter t'hese figures Ìrave

cij,ed to thei-r e::es.'bo:'can lhey '[:egì-n ¿c eorne to ]if e

ín the nind.s oi others.¿Õ

1?p" p" Gri:ve, ia S_ça{gþ__o_i- lqUAgll, i'Iae¡¡il-lan, LÇ/1'6, Pp" 38?'
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ttThese ¡i guresrt i,rere born a long ti:ne a.go in his uind a¡d

one of those figu..res rra.s a bl endirrg of the archebypel s;rmbol oi a

Prorne'bheus figirre,;riih a nerrly arrived fa.r=r¿er fnon ûntar"io ån Nlte

stxrr-.1ei of 1 69Ir-.

In ¡lg¿¡t_q -o-f__!_¡1,e__4e,{qþ Grove aCheres to his sbaied literarJ¡

philosophy concerning realisn. Itlo oir.e can loolc aL the giqa-rrtic figure

of ¿be and beiieve tha'r, he i,.¡as crea-beC 1r¡r ihe author' ,re.r:ely ê.s a ve*

hicle for hÍs onn r-oice" The i,.lnole novel. r"¿riiten fron the tradi-

tional omniscieirt autnor point of vierv al.vr,lys refrains fron having

the characNers rnou-bh i:he ldeas of the author, ld',,houeh mosi cf the

novei is r,"riùten c(trflÐl-eLely Í'ro:n the vierçoint cf *be Þpal.dingu at

no tíme does that våeiçcint beccrne a ðj-Caetic e:q:osibion of a Gror.e

i;heory or c:msade.

In order to acìrieve his aim of real-is"n Grove hacl to find a

qiri*.ei¡la c'r-¡ro l"Or the dra:na Of the life Of Abe Snalclinø as he l.iVed*"y...r+uÁ¿rõ øÐ r¡e ¿

out the eie:'nal stru.qgle of a mær with a dream r,lhich i+as impossibl-e

of reaJ-i zation" IN is at, this s'Lage thai the Ca¡radian Prairie be-

c.ãme a necessi-ty to the r,rriting of, Gy6yq. Ha.rring described ihe

genesis of Nhe plot ancl character elernenLs in the novel, he al,so

eXplainS i;he bj-rth çi; '';,!':,* t:,ti.:;,).r:.g i;:." iil¿,; ::r¡iïü1 i"'tt .,,.i¡ J*sr1''-'.i1 r¡:i -.=,=;-ll:

The r^¡orld was snold-v¡hite here and flaj:
as a Nable top; but, to l,he I';eslre the
horizon r+as broken by ihe loiø l-ine of
hills r+hich go under tÌre na:ne oí 'Lhe

Pernbina irounfains, Cha::ce had brou.rht me
very neer ry drea,nt*of*goai,



?Ê

llverytiring - tr-anclstapee buildingsu
ê:ld evel'i ',,he inhabiåa':rts ufno, "ny t'he way'
came from ihe German di-siricts of llussia -
reninded me rn the rnosb víxríd way of t'he

:t:t':*:'". è @ o o o o o o ø

Ihe district, south of i:he tor'"¡n of i"lor-

d"en, was f,Iat as a table icp' But rnost of the
farr¿steads vðere surround'ed' by r'rindbreaks of,

i;all eotton-vroodsu nor'¡ bare of iheir brittle'
triangulær foJ-iage and stieicing out of the snor"¡

lilte ñuge, inverf,ed, prÍ:aitive'ovooms" The

ha:itlet itãe:"S - if, consisfíng as it drd ..;' t''t¡ío

si,ores and. perhaps thnee or four houses' it eoul-d

be calted by so pretentious a name - T'rås t'xee*
less" -.1- had seen such places, índistrngu-r-snÐ'bJ.e

ån ever¡' feabure, in the Russian proirince of
Voffr¡"niä a¡rcl on ihe steç'pes ef- 5iber1a" It' 3-ay

in the wes't,ern margin "i tnu ftood' ùi"sìir{¿L which
tr have d.eserj-bed in @"*7

Tears before Grove hacl fel t tha.t he night be eaJl-eci ilpÛn ì:o

ï:e a voiee -tdnen he had. heard the i{irghiz herd'smen sínging' He v¡as

nov;beingtha-t,vcåccandhehadtobethaiivoiceinasuniveree]

a l¿r,a.y as possible" To properly voice l'¡hat he considered- to l:e the

r¡¡iversaj- reaction cf ma¡i bo life he hacì to Place that man in a

prirnevol setiing - for his voíce was 'r,o be the voice of a primeval

qrmbol, Prometheusu cheåned to a rock of the Caueasus" In sueh a

primeval setting unspoilecl by civltization he coul-d present that

uni-versal reaction v¡ithcut, the artificial ele'rLents of ti-rlle and

place obtruÓing unnecessaríty into the drama" trn such a setting

a great figure could ünerÊe as Abe energed v¡j.thout, being overshadoïred

by the eompS-exities of settled' and ci¡¡iLíøed life"

19Jþ¿d,,¡ FF, 25L-253,
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fLûd sÕ ihe preirie ol'Le's, nr:t as d.oes the heaih in |ia"i"d;r

_asvrnbolcffaÌ;e*buiagNhebeckgt.oundÍorlifeasi.Lh¿-sbeen

].irreô. since tine bega;r" In the first chaPier ûí L.q¡gi:"P*gg*gl,q.j11q.!þ

ürcve -i n';:-ocluce* ihis llrirneir':l almosphere :

¿ fei'¡ hi,mdred ya::ds fro:n the $onerville
l,ine, as the easf-r"¡est roa'd l'ias calleC,
he râached. thai; f'lat, e¡1d ïil-]ldj-e'ir-;l1 counlr)¡
,;;hi-ch, to Nhe ver¡r horiacir, see:neC to be

a prinritive r'rilaeri'l€sso av

Thís v.ierr¡ he con|rasied, r.¡iNh r.'¡hat he had left beirind hi-'n itl

ünfariot

3t;¿ I'iaryts casuaL rerrrarlc a-r¡ou'b the ceday'æ

had reai','akened ín hirn l'he vision of the olct

f¿rm as a. pl-ace to ì ive ín: the hou-se in its
cluster of cedars, røith the gnarled appì-e

tz"ees in the orchard beirind; wiih the old
furnii,ureinrherooms-notverycornforta'r¡-1-e
p*'n,p"butharrncniousinthehalf-l.i.gh1,acLaitl:ed
by thä sea:.rty w-indor,¡s half cl osed. with vånes; inel-
lowed'iniouniiyi:ybeinglivecin.;''i'.1.:.o..25!..'.'
genora.òio[s"^, äLre evæytìring wa's of r:ecessi|;r
new and rawo''r

i-le then continued as he sr.lÏ.veyed his new surroundings:

He wo-r;J-C" conquerå Yet: as he loolceC aboui;,

he in¡as sbran[ely irnpressed wíth this tr"eeless
pralníe r:nCer the afternoon su'i'Ì' This ut'r'erI;r
üi:l,liversified country J-ookeC flai; as a tabl-e-
Lop.

20Ir, F, Grove, {fç!*p-ijt,þe- 4-e#, i'i,O.L', l{c0.I-ell-a.nd- anC

Stetn'art, L9/ù5t P" ã"
)1 -,-t'&i3'' P" 22u
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Te',, this prairie seerned su-C.den'L;r a pecu-l iai:
coitnLr;v-, lrysier:iousl;'i endor';ed """¡ith a llower
cí testing tenper a¡:d' charactei:. Bui; that t'¿as

exa.ctiy l.na"u he had lranied; a rtclear proposi*
Nionrt as he ha,j e>pressed. it, :aeening a i:ieee
af land' capabie of being ti'l]s¿ fron line t"r

line, witi'làut l-rasie areas, r¡i|hout roclqy siretehes,
Irrithãui: cee'ol5r-sui gullies r"rnich clenieC his horses
a foothold* He v,reni:ed }and", noi la"r:dsca;oe; ali
.;he landscape he eareC for he r'¿cu-ld in'b::oduce

1ã //hl-mseII .*'-

.{íNer the crisi.s of Lhe s"t,o:'.rr hes been passed r,'¡e re'ï;uri: io an en-

pnasis of tÌris ¡.jr.airie seitingu on r.,4'iich nor¡ sto,:d his magnificent

house, hi-s r,ronument, ì:hat rnaLeri¿iir,a:lí.on of the s¡mbol thab Grove

had firsi; seen nË¡lr Hapi-d Ciiy years before"

|ie r¿ould s|ancl al a corner of his huge house

and ]-ook clcseJ-y at lcrick and' mor'ùav" Ït
rtas only five years since the ho''-ne had been

buitt. Five years onlyå Yet alread;' liNtle
sand grait " **¡ud.ded. in the ¡nortar r'r'ere crumb-

iing ãr^ray; alreacty the edges -of the bricks v'¡ere

bãtrrg r*itå¿u¿ by â procesã of weathering' ldhen

he bæt and. Iooked etoeeS-y at the grour'ld, rtger
the vraS-l, he sav¡ a tiri.rl layer of red duet' ITti-xed

r^rith thoãe sarid. graLns""unThe moment a $tork of
fiÌan tdas finished-, nattire set to r¡rork to tai<e it
dorrn-r agaittu"u*

Even the prairie lras engaged in s' process

rqhich -nould do away r'¡ith it. J'be looked at the
ditches running íu-lt of a muCCy flood; and his
nri-nd, losi íbseiÍ in the n¡rs¿*"tu" of cosni-ic

:n:":.:., oo o. øø Eosoo

I'Jo:"tn oÍ tha'b line * in the pa'st it had

been tile sane souÌ;il of i'b * streLeheC t'he Ílai
prairie, ¿11iqu€ in 'úericâ" *, " ".

ZäsdJ,¡ FP' 23-23"
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Li is a lancl-seape in ',''i:ich-- to hln '"'¡ho surren-
ders hj-'nself, the sense of oness liíe as a i^:rrole

sæemË always present, bi-ï[h and Ejeath being
inere scansioi:s in ihe flo'.¡ of a soi!Ìe'r'd-ìa't dej:il-i*

:":"::':"ï."::':':':":" ".. .. ø

.{be, now th¿t he r'¡as beco:ning co'rscious oÍ
ihe tend.scape at least, end of íts significance,
coukl ai firsi ha.::dly u-nCersi:ancl ihat he, of al.l
menj sho:-il-d. have chosei'r i;his clisLrict' to se'Lt'le
in, though i-'t, suited hjrn v¡eli enough ncw" Br'-t

even that beeaine clear. He had- looked d-o',-"tl ai his
feet; had seen nothing buN the furrow; had consi*
d.ered the praíri-e only 4s å pàte 'Lo r";r'ite the
story of his life u!¡on.*'

Gro-re ohose Nhe !::airie for: :\be spalding * cne of

gia.nls- Lo v.¿ri-Ne his story on, and SpsloÍng has done -L'his

li'ruits oÍ the iarth.

i 1¿Ð

TN

'j'o those r"¡hc r¡ourd call the 'oock tþç-Qgqç'q!'q-l-e-q-i-gp91 l.--ryg

Pfglgåg! one iaight put the questi'on as to why Gvsvs ¡¿s ¿eliìreraLely

stripl.red. d-or.¡n to its primeval state the canad'ian prairie of the early

part of thís cenLury. r'úhy cioes he onút ì;hose hapi:enings r'¡hich r'.!re

knov¡tohavetaken,¡Iacei.natltheseti;lenentsofLhecanadian

Prai-rie of thrai; iirire? çoihere are the accounts of the church services

held by the stud-ent nr-i-nisi'ers r+ho ca:ne to the prairie each stxïl'ner?

i'jhere are the quiJ-ti.ng bees held by the laclies duriirq the long

.r,¡inter ironths"i ,¡,ihere ar'e the ba-::n-raisi-ngs and the ì;hresiring bees

sith the tradii;ionaf- cor¡rnr-r.¡lity suppers? lnihere ar'e the square dances

and. the annua"l picnícs? r;here are lhe argaments abcub irrovincial

anC federal poliiics? These and rnany ot'her faeets of prairie life are

23-- . a 4ô
J.bad. ¡ P9. L)A.*r-)o ø



ornltted because such inci oenLs r"¡o"'rlL t:..'{dt, tco eåeeådcdly t}re sLory

o¡ *be to one tirne and one pl-aee, Grove does not set ouN to ereal,e

a"i:icLure of lÍfe on ihe Canadian I'ra-iråe cf the eerly part of this

eenf,rrrrrs hjs slatarl ïìr'Ìrñôse i s t,o use the Canadia-r Prajrie i^¡ith i-tsvçl¿vq¡ J 9 Á3¿u

tirreiess setiing as a si:age fori;he primeval struggle of Abe Spald*

ång to once agaiû .¿rork out mênÎ s tragie desbiny. It was Ì:ere on the

prairíe th¿at Grove coul-d safel-y place his herø, ¡1þs Þpoådång, t'ü

volce tire u,zri-versa]. reaction of ¡:ankind. f6 lifee rithout the neees*

si'ry of e:q:osàng hj¡n io a defåni'¿e tj¡ne and place i^¡ith a.i;tendært

Eçcåel forces gåvång c'íse 'tlo '1,Ì:e e>pression of curren'ü aberrations

end puhtr-ic ûpinj-rT]" "{be üiov-es tl-rrough his life strugg}ing to ac}'lieve

his ina"ry facetcd drean l.ri'i;hout, havi-ng r,o confov'm to t"he lirn-iiing fac*

tors of a ciiriÏized setiing in this century and on this eonÈi¡rent"

ii'i::aJ-ly, in regard to the Gruve víew of T'ea¿ås.r]1e 1t'e must

assess his success in achiernng a situatåon wherebSf 'çhe reader ele-

pericnces an und-er:starrdeng of aJ-l si.des in the various eoeflåe'bË'

?hi.s ai-n is aehieved largely &hnc'ugh ì;he characterizaiion of åbe

$pa-lding rather than in the plet d.evelo.oment as Desrnond Faeey ilticìt,6

oul ån hås bøok -resdec!9-k-qþi-Ååp-çEqse:

His portrayal is sr.recessfuJ- also beeause it
is eo objectíve. G:çve rlanagcs to conve¡r
at once the man! s st::ength and vrealmess, his
ea"paei-ties and liroitations. tlJe are led ireither
Èo d.espise Ìrim nov unreservedly to admj¡*e hi¡n'
Tn his rna.LeriaJ-ierr, his pri-de, hi-s nærrtl"mess,
he ås a type uttertr-y &i-ffcrent from Grove him-
s*3-f, and. yet Gruve gåves h:..rn hi-s fu-1"1 val-ue 

"
I-le manages to nake him seem to us at tj-nes as he
seems to tine weaker setilerst a ki:¡d *f god, a
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Íigure to graee an anci-ent saga cf tjtanic
conflicts, To aehíer¡e this, and at the sarne

time to reNain for us our'sense of him as a
represent;.tive pioneer of the strcngesi sort,
is a measure of Groovets sìlccess in this piece
of ch¿rracterizalion" Abe rival-s Joi"rn ui-liÊlt
of -Q-q{:qeÃþ-!*eqgd as his f j:rest creatien.¿4,

In the quotation above Ï f eel that fhe poÍnt i s nade 'by

raee¡r in his phrase råst,rength and weaknesslt" Gr.ove gives a fuljy

d.eveloped charaetenizatíon of Ábe whici-i leaves the reader free to

all-ol+ his sympathies free er"çressioÌr"

Ho'r,¡erJers riith regard to Ruth, r feel Ì;hat i'ace¡ is sc'lle-

r"rha.t harsh in his eri.tici"srn of G:'ove:

ihe r¡onen are decidedly less successful-
creations Nhan the inen' Ï'ieither AbeTs
i.rifje, nor his síster, nor his dau.ght,ers
êìre very convincing. ' Ûf the urife espe-
cial1.y we shou.Id like to irave lcrcr.ar nore
than we do, Her tragedy, after aJ.J, is no
less bitter thelir lLbers, ye| orir sense of
it, is rnuch less intense' One i,¡ishes that
even yet Grove rnight be 1:ersue.ded io v¡rite
the piçneer story fron the fernlnine point of

,41
vrekí.

In G::overs philosophy of the no'¡el he has clearly e:qpressed-

his feeling that one character nusi; dcntina.te and all others mu-st be

subo-r"dinaLeo to lhat one cheracì;ev in crder to express a unit¡ersal

reacfion to human life. But in doing t.his Gro.¡e dces nc,t sacrifj-ce

2L-*Des¡rond Ye.ce;¡, þlqederiq\ tbåLi-p-Q-fsgg, iìyerscnu L91,5' p" 72"

I hì.i ñ '/ ¿,*v!uo Ê tJo | )a
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çhe secondary characÌley.s" It is pure'l;r a revelation of Abers

chåracter as the book iLces elpress tibess pcj.nt of :rievru Nha+' in

ìris thiir.lling he ð.ssLuIreÊ, untÍl it ås Noo I aie to changeu that iìuthÊs

ajtis coinci C-e r.¡ith hås" I'hen É"be does pause in his fervent pursui'L

oÍ his d¡'ea¡¡i to tal-k to Rui,h the incident is aI"røa¡rs portra¡rs$ in the

most poigna;ri cf iragic f-ighl;s.

Ât the tnd tf Lhe nove'l Rulh trj.es j:r hev a?'T{r t¡:Íz'lf to secure

revenge for tJre x\Irong done åe her daughNs¡ Frances, and is forced to

admit defeai and. a.'L the sarne ti-ine ís ì:iza"!i . to realize that i"nthorit

;i'be she feels heli:less and ¿J-one" 1'he pathos arou-s€d bJ'the descrÍp-

'r-icn of i.he final- scene sannot l:e n:-i-ssed:

He pJ-aced. his hand tn hers r'¡hich rested on
the '¿able; alld for the first 'i:ine in mffiY>^
\¡êârq- he l'el t her toucli on his sho'.:.1-der.-"-

Åbe Spalding married i'lulh

herr she re¿.lizes this at the endL LvL t

--+-i -¡-- - . r^--^; ^-"j- desire ÍorÞd,lJrÞrJ ó PlrJ Þ¿u(

ihe nove},

to

of

ûnly novi d.ii" she und.erstand Abe' But if he
hacl remained faithful to her it was beeause
other things haC occupied him. to the exclusion
of s'ui, l1-,-¿ thouEhts noi because he had desired
onfy her. The strriggle i"ihich thai insight had
ccst her had niade her" hard; but she did noi
bla¡ne hi:n, She ricse arrd- went to the dresser
to put, her eloNhes on before the núrror, look-
Í-ng a'c herself rrith the dis-,-aete i'ftich, in lhe 27
n¡qt, - sh e h¡d oit.nn t.hnr:';h'r, sh e Sal'¡ i¡ abe! s íace"v.&¿v t úrv :ruv- v¡¿v{.>¡;

'"\ /tol.', lj, Grove, :1ril-ip-q*q{-!lig -lr-gl.1l, ii"C.L", iic0lel}afld. and

Ster+art,, L965, p" 261+"

27-- . =*'If¿g, 
u 'p" 252"



Iíere, is a- u:ti*rersal ir'agedy erld. it is cl-ear"ly reve¿-l-ed in lq]&e

_gJ-!!_g* t.'ib" iÌs one ca.n fa-il- io have an u:id-erstand!'ig of both

sid.es of íjre reiai'i onship betr+es¡ jibe a-nc1 Ïl.uLth d.r-ring those tv"enty-

one j¡ears of ¡narried I if e"

i;e must nov., l.oolt at rjzui!-q q-f=!þe--4e.që as a tork of art

rirrari ng -¿¡hai Gc"ove consiCers to be the u:iiversaJ- ree.ction of rnan-

kind. tar.¡arCs huaan life; r'¡e must l-oole at that tragic reac'i;ion tc

sçe ho,¡ elos.ei-y- i-u relates fo Grol'e?s theory concernang'Lhis u¡iver-

sal reaction" ¿'m.d r.¡e musi al-so attenpt to pro-re that tiris vìew of }iíie

is !u11que in li-Lerai:ure. :iccordin¡j to a former p::ofessor fronl

united. coll ege on the occasron of Grove?s first ad-dress a'r, the coliege

h.e i,,¡a.s Nha¡ked. by a mernber of the staff rEho rerterlted that 'Lhere was

a rel-aiionshi,o beiween GroveÍs ru-::iting a¡'id 'Lhaj; of Fiardy. Late:'

Grove corn:rented. iha.t he rvas not i;hen fa¡niliar -v,¡ith Hard.y! s nol¡elso

:,lhether thj-s s'r,or¡' i-s apocr"¡tphal or noi, does not reali-y inat-

'ler, but I do feel thai some attention should be given bo Lhe Ciffe::-

ence 'betv¡een the viei+ of life held' bJ' Hardy and 'uhe view held by

Grove. Herdyss vier"¡ of lif e as expressed in his greai novels seems

to regard- 'bragedy å,s an inevil,abte eleraent' in l.ife" Hardy bel-ieved

Nhai; the turiverse consisted of a vast fl-ovr of general being and ma:r

uas ju-st as rnuch a part of this as everythilg else " Å person l"¡ho

drif.bed- along i"¡ith the tid.e passively t:culd he.ve reasonable hap-'íness.

if i,¡e l-ock ai: 44u¿:¡¡ o! -thg_l!g!ug 'bhe hea.th syrnbcl represenis t'his

mass of general being, Peoiile like Díggory- venn vino lived in coritpl eie

harnony'*¡ith ihe heath arrd, ther"efore, the fl-ow of tife achieved happi-

negs" People'r,¡ho r,,¡ere alnbitior-lS ancl had pJ-ans ouN of irertnony i^¡Íth ihe
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í1 or.,,'of lífe *rd tho reÍu-seC lo be car'::ieC alo;rg by Ì;he 6en'::"al

cr-lr';:err, r.re::.'e desLro;ueC. Tne sL,z'ugt3le of nair aEeinst e:'jsLetice

lras noi successful end there lay the ì;rageiy - nanr s refuse*L -Lo

accept existeirce as it v¡as. Ëus',acia Vye refuseC to be caryieC

along r,iith life o:r Lhe heath and Í1, vr¿s fa"oaf- and brought disÊ.s'r.er,

Áeco:'ding t,: IJa:rd;r, ide:J.isNic, sensåiive, or vriilÍul- people s-'¿ffer

rrore - ;oeople l:-ke ïusLa.cia, a"ird CI¡m. Those who pa.ssii¡ely accei:t:

iÍf eu like Nhe ru.stics, are happy" Tìrere iore.. the::e is e. note of

opti-irr-ism -i n the viei,+ of lif e held by Hardy, but o;rly Íor Nhose

iienrle i.:ho dn nni, qf,r.ilccrìr¡- Har^drr ìn m:l<itrcr ne¡n] r. v.¡",q1 'ìzo -l-.ha

NrageC.y cf life, na,lceE u.se of the plot tc a gr"eaL exieut.u The tra-

r"ìr: qf,or-.¡ lrnfnld^ ^---l .-^!.11^^ ^^.*L.-- ì^^^+1^ 1-^^1 "-hÒìrTl¡l i.¡here n,.n.]lgiiJv J uUi j 4r:v+uJ ¿ó<ilI¿Þ U U:19 ùUriiU¿ \: tlËéU¿¿ UdUl!(5r U qlU uJllçr V IJVU,J

tr'.v to l.lork oul, a desfir:y uhich is futile" 'I'he passi-.re ones rnarr

acìrieve hap':iness; the aci;j-ve rrilliul ones lilce Ciym¡ ,,ild-eve, Ëus-.

ta.cia, a''rd i.irs. Teobrigl'rt are destroyed or beaten. To relie.,re Lhis

tragic vieiu Har{v makes u-se of ihe non-siruggler"s r,¡ho survive and

intr',:duces hr¡no-,¡y as a lÍterar:'/ device,

It, is rath regard to the lighteni-ng of fhe tragedy that the

rnajor difíe:'ence exists beLr,'¡een Hardy and Gr"ove" /uhere Hard¡r sssg

ihe iragedy iightened onJ-y for those who do noi; sbrugrle Grove sug*

ges'rs iha'¿ such a viei+ of life l,i:ukj. be r¡niser;¡ indeeC if there we::e

noi anol,her facfor in the eouation, Ií i¡oul d be crushing not explt-
2rÅíng"tt*'- -lhe difl'erence lies in tlie faci tl:at'bire Grove her.o accepts

¿\4/x--ì-' P fþnrrovrv v vg

ìiacni-i-itar, L929, p" 8'7.
It, Iieeds to be .Said" irïhe LI^.^^*. ;¡,-¡-i,.-tt¡¡cr(J1LU lrf,rl*I1,!: g
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ilìs fate¡ ihai he beco;rie¡ reccncilecl Lo ii, and thab he is abì-e,

like Pr.oiretÌreus to exult'neca.use he has su.ceeeded.-ìn achievj:rg his

ide,at as f ¿r as he car¿" This idea fit,s ,¡¡i-tl'i Gï'o--'er s philoso_rhy fha,t

Itit, is the universal veråicL of rnanhind fhat alt of us v¡ho ecncæíve

2.)
a. great ai¡.r lnusL necessariJ-y farr- and- fali shor=i of achieving it"tt'-'

i.lnr.rei¡+r. he enni-.inrl+s. llin orlr 1^i1'"-'^ "- -'-'rr becau.se t¡e hal¡e{rLrijJçV çI Á ¿lç utJr!UIl4Eù, !¡¡ Vq rd-l-!LLI (, t'Jçi çflu-!.t/J

?11
forrght againsi ''r,ne od"ds of }ii ë,'t'"

To me the:'e is nofhing of this idea in liardy. He cloes not

.-*^ i"^ rìr-*. v-^hriølrt- or j,jcha.er Ü^,^^r-^"-Ä ----Lr^ì..- - ^.{] ¿r^-i ^ ^^ rai.fÞvú -L:¿ vJJrrtr ruuú¿¿Lr:"u9 vr --rv:!e.jI ¡¡ç!¿ç:¿4Li øJJUlrÀr5 ur vlt.¿Þ Éù I-

of the ¡z'o¡rei;hea:r synboì-is::r. I-ia:'d-v- dces, oí cou.rser u.se the Prone'¿hean

sJ¡mìrol in !bç_$qþåq _S_f__!þ__e_ _ilaËivç bu'¿ he does no¡ use j-'i; to bring ou-t

any feeling of e;¡.¡-Itai;ion, o:'tly thai of rebelliousness:

i'ioreovev' io light a fire is the instinctive aird
resist,ant acL oÍ man l+hen, ai the içinter ingress,
rhe cr:rfe-rrr is sou¡rdeC througÌrout Nature" It, in-
dicates a spontaneous, Proiaethean re'od-l iousness
against the fiat that ihis reeurrent season shal-l-
b¡.i no foul t,ìnes_ eolrJ rjarìrness_ mi sr+r'c' ¡nrì rìe¡f,h,Ú¿ +:¿|')

tslack chaos coir.es, and ihe fetfçred gods of the
earÍ:h say, Le'r, there be light"r'

Yeobright pl aced hi s hand u;oon her arrn. teiilow,

dontN you suplose, flS¡ inerryerienaed. går1, that I
camol rebel, in hrgh .;roneNhea:r fashionu agei-nst
the gods and fate as i;ell es yo1)""1 )¿

There are, oí course, many si::ri-larÍÌ,íes betl'¡een I'iardy a:id Grove:

291þjd.r p. 66"

?.'ìr- . .,uJgig", !i" 89"

3trThonas l i a¿. dy, _Tþejelqeq _gf" _lþ e*l{A.__t+qp, ldacnri"l.L a:r, The
Schol-arrs J.rbrary, L965, pp" 17-IB"

l-hi ,t - ?aO,ÉvÀso 9 yø tu/ I o
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trgdon Healh is no| '¿nlike the prj-mevaf pråirie as a seiiing for an

age*ald. dra¡,ra. i'he tre.gic heroes and heroines of bo'Lh i'n'i'bers seeín

to have i:ragic fla'¡¡s l,lnich contribrr|e to Lheir tragic do'¿¡nfall. å1-

*-harrrh t,he,,'nr] fi,r- bo-.h Hsrdr¡ Ê¡'i (ìr,rve is Ì,:''ari.c the vie'.*s of lifeu¡¡vu-<¿l u¿¡9 9i¡u rv¿ uvv¡! +¡\4uJ

are not ii.entical-,

Furbhermore it is flf/ belief thai Grove ratìler than i{ardy e:+-

presses Nhe mcre :'eaLístic viev¡ oi the ur¿-i*¡ersal reaction io humar

To have greail-y tried a¡d lo have faj-leci; to
have greatly vrished a"rd to be Cenied; io have
greatty l onged ilor ourity ànd io 'be sullied;
t'o have 3reatl¡' crar¡ed for I if e and- Lc receive
deai"h; aI:- thq! is the collìr-non lot of greainess
on the earth"tr

tsut, in Groveîs vie'u¡ ad.deC to the failure is the accepia.i'tce of failure
õt

and the ex-iltÍng in I'having bcrne the banner bhis f a'^,")4 Surely this

view of life is a nore universal- reaction to life thai: that of Hard¡'.

T+ --.-l; ^^ ^- rl!u @yts,À¿eo, o¡ -l.o\r€ su54gests, to i'ronetheus, to I'{oses, to CaeSar, Ðd

surel-y it ap¡,lies to Jo¿n oÍ'arc, le iiiapoì-eon, a:rd tc John l-' iiennedy.

.å11 of these failed to achieve their u-l-tinaie ide.a1s, and a}i of fhent

were erushed b3r fbrces outsid.e themscl-ves, but surely a.l"ì e¡ thenr could

ha'¡e e:¡:lteci in 'rhaving borne the barrner this .far"¡¡

1n¿¿î ìì
¿6Lø
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-iif+i!s qf-jqrye- 4g-qlb wnrsn shoulct have 'oeen c¿lleC 4þg

Þpglår.-qlc*dces m¿rror the ì:ragie qua-li.ty of the universal reaciion

of rna,nkj-nd" -bo life. ¿'r:e $pa]-Ôi-ng is a ir¡.n uiro grtraiJ-y tried and'

faileci, vllro greatl y viished. ancl v¡a,s dm.i-ed., but he diC accept his

faål-u-re a¡rC, certainly exult,ed. in havirg carr'ied the bar:ner as fer

as he did"

In the year 19CIO Abe Spa]d.i::g carne 'bc Morley, i'Íanitoba iith

fiVe-thousand. dollars, a few fartr' irnpleìnentsi a new bri-de, a¡rd a

drea¡n -tfiich gracTually re'¡eaJ-ed. its many facets' Ïn Lhe firsi' chap|er'

cf Nhe novel we al'e íi-r'st introduced" to some of, these facetsS hB

drearre$ that in 20 years ihe area in r,.rhich he hacl la'ken up his clain

¡¡,'ou,Id be a prospeï'ous setl;lsrenl; he dv"eemed that he hj-nisel-f ''+ould or'¡n

lv¡o square rr:-iles of lhat land himself; he d-reamed of having on t'hat tr'ro

Êqu&.re riles a magnificent hone:

let, ha3Í r:rrbeknov¡r to him, ihere ?tras a

drearn; of a mansion such as he hact seen in
Oniario, in the renurants of a coloníai- estate -
a lnans,i on dendnating arr exf ensive hoi-ûir:g of
land., irirposed upon thaù holding as a sort' of
seigneurigl sign*manual" DonúnaLing Nhis
pra-irie "'2

;lhen he agj,ved. in l9C0 elrlost au oÍ that area in r¡hich he sei;tl ed

r+a.s virgin prai:'ie r''¡hich he cl-r€]å¿n'ed- of concluer"i"ng, for i-t' r+as ouì:

of hÍs primeval lancì that he int,ended to buil-d his drea¡n:

35t'. p" Grove, qrtÌi!%qf--!þe-ëq{i,ir, i\l'C'L., i'icüleliand end
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2,4
rlHe rras here lo ccl'lql-lÉr, tlonquer: he '*¡ouid.å1r'-

¿nC- he did conqu-er3 he s'ba-r"ied io plough his lana on the e-¡eni-ng of lhe

íir"s.b {.e.¡., he spent on fhai land, er:d fron thaL iand, that pri-meva--1.

prairi-e, i;ha.t gienL of a man, 'tbe 
g¡;aldirrg r"¡¡65¡ed the mate:'ia^l- i'¿ealNh

',"ith r'ftich he achieved- almost alf of ÌrÍs dreans.

.It is noN irniil the four.lh chap'Ler of Lhe ncvex thaN Lhe

four.th f acet of his drea:n ma*t erializes in tlle núnd of /àbe; fha| drearn

ryas of 'che icuncìing cf a faníly to ta.ice ove:: his holCi-ngs ancl carr"¡r

or-i iris r".,"!orkå

i-le began tc har;e glirnpses of ihe trutn th¿,i
his d-ream of econonúc success in''¡olved anotltø:
d-rea:ric fhe""t of a i'a.rLiJ-y lif e o4rthe great es*
tate which he r,"a.s bu.iJ-ding u-Fu''

Ánoti'ler d.rea,n ',dnich grad.ually evolves in the minC oÍ llbe is no| orùy

of a prosperous sei;ifement here j:: Nhe midst of the virgin pz'airie

but alsc of himself as ihe leacler of that con:munity" Ánd j-ir al-l-

of these dreaüis',i'be ís successful - up to a poi-nt'

itithin a few yeeJ's oí his arr"ivai Åbe $palding sees the

firsL drean coritrg Nn¡-e rld-i;h ihe arrival over a period of yeers of

enorrgfr se.i'bl-ers to war"rant the seLtinE; up cf a school district in

r,¡hich he becones chairman of the school-board and int,roiu-ces to the

ne'*åy buålt school .bhe teacher oí his choÍce, ill"aine" By the year

/- | ial d _ /t\e Yø */ê
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lial.! n ({}¿ú4soa t2ø jvø



ql

igl-O he sa.¿¡ the reali'z',i-íon oÍ Nire seecné ÍaceN cf l:is dreanL co¡ie

'brue ,,rith 'i;he acc¡ui¡:i ng oÍ i;Ìre Hu-d.son iia;' Corrrpany 'l anC- r¡Ìrich ga're

hirr -Ut¡o squ-a.I"e ¡niles of good far'm lanC" In the year L9L? he rea*

j-ized hì s great anrbition of harves',,iug itielve-hu¡dred aeres of '*¡heat

whicii he sa.vecl fro¡i i;he danaging rains r¡l:ich si¿rted soon after hetr-

vesiing by siacking the r'¡hole crop ancì threshing it r'Èren c] eer r'¡eather

rei;u.r'ned., This cr"op enabled hir'r to real-ize the clr'eam of 
":ui-lding 

his

:na:tsioi,l, ancl he exul-ted when he sar"; ihe l-ights fron the,t ine-nsion 1-i3ht-

i ns n:- t.ìr e n*¡i t'ie:

'L'ha.t was lhe pr'oudest nonenb of his l-if-'e; anci her.
raised Ìr'is arrt as tl"rough rea.ching íor bl:e si3'rs./"

In chapter ¡ine of the norrel 'i,"Íe see Abe beginning, i+ith his nei¡ r-ela.-

lionshi,': vrith his sone tiharlie, 1,o harre hoi-res oí i;he fcurth facei of

hís drea¡ii rna;beriel-izing, Surel¡', had. Charlis I ived, he i';culd har¡e

followed in his f atherrs footsiepse or, at least, iibe corrld thiril< so-

;'nd, finalty Ábe realized. the fiflh and une)çress€d faceL of his dT'earn,

tiraù of leadi-ng the corn¡¡.i.¡rity i''rnich he had dreamed of, 'rdien he was

elected reeve of the rrlunicipaliiy.

;u-rd so in ihe Íir.st half of iþe nor¡el ;ibe S^oal.d'ing r'cves ircto

.¡i.ctor;,¡ to vi ctoq¡; as he lcoked baclt at these rrietories laier in

lif e he rnusL have e;coeríenced some exul-tat'ícn aL ha,vi ng carried Lhe

bamer ürus far; r';hen he aeo,uirecl his trio square miles he was Nhe vic-

tot-; then he estal:l ished the reev¡ schaol he was the victor; i'ihen he

?d-,roJþfu]", p, 118, 11Ç,
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e3'ecied. his ¡nansion ire v¡a.s Lhe viclor; ïrhen l1e ha::vesieC ìris gre.at

r:r.nr nf ì ql 2 hc l.rAs. t,r^e rnc.t.nr: '.rhe:-r he :-;as elected reeve ire r'.'asu!u,ç v¡ ¿/L4 LLv

'j,ire v-i-cioz'; and. 1"-ílen he sa'L shelie¡'ing Ír'o:r il'le r"ainsLorn ,..¡i-th

Charlie bei:r+een his knees he r.¡as i;he vic."r,or" ilut o¡hen Cha.rlie,

his son, lay cmshed und.er ',,he wlieels of his load- of rqirea'r, ¿lbe r¡¡as

cru.shed"

:ìe, feeling the clounC gir.ing r.ra;' beneaih
him, i,,'a.Iited blindÃ¡r on to Nhe end of the cu]--
vert,j siag{ered 'r,h::ough the ditcll, iook a fei¡
sieps o.,ter rhe.Ê:en prê-iriee anC fell forr'¡ard
on his !a.ce" ".)7

The l"urnine Ðoint of Fruíts of ihe Earth ócci-trs ai-rnosf ex*

ao*.] r¡ h r'l fl r,r¡¡¡ t.lr¡¡rr oìr 1-.he nmral ¡nri i t. nert.:i nl rr ¡rnctrr,s h¡l fl v¡.+vv-¿ --.- ---. --e ."åy

ihrou5¡h the ploi" The ploi str"ucture of i,his novel ís of bea:r-rtiíul

archi'bect.ur.al clesign" .¿rl-l- of ¿be!s clrea¡ts seem io be collinß true,'r:u'L

jusN as he reaches the highesi; poinN of succçss t'rith regarcl to each

of ihe five facets of lris drealn 1,he act'j-on turns against Ìri-m, a:rd

gradua]- ¡, in 'bhe seconcl half of i;he narrative he is s'r,ripped of

Nhe victories he had r^¡on in the firsf hal-f oÍ the novel. In this

l"ra-)r lhe story iiself a,rd the chara¿ier of ÀÌ:e are con,flebely ineshed.

,t the cri sis of the novel the action tu.::ns ageinst ,rbe ;pal-ding and

his cherac|er chanrges a.s Ìre gradually a.ccep'bs h'i s clefeais.

It is ínlroria:r'b Ì;o ema-l-yze the i:r-rrning point in t,he action

f rom the poínt of víew oi- 'rhe tragic flaw, the t,:"agÍc e¡'ror in

I fìì /'{ | )r:¿v¿uoc gO ¿æg



jtt'.ì;er.:enu, Lhe h¡.r-:rartia¡ '.,:hich ceused the nisLd':en åcL ì:i"inqing

abou,; firi-s cnan;e in Ío::tu¡e r.¡hicìr gr"aCua]i¡r leacls to hi-s Coi'¡nf'all"

'i'he iraåj-c fiar.,r in the cheracter of *ì:e, accor"ding to Desrnon¡l;--acey,

r.roulcl. be ex'oressed in tl:e fol-Loll-n': rrnis e:rclusive precccujlêt,io:r r¡iih

rna'ber'ìal- acì'lievenents is scuf- cìesiro;rin,=r"40 oz' perilaps it ccul-C lre

'¡orded in anothe-r \.íày io e-nphasize the facb i;hai; i-t wa.s i:is pi'eocc,.tìce.-

tion r','i-fh his dream of the fu-bt;-re fhet r"¡as thai fiaw:

..is }ife la¡r i11 the fu-br::le: :1or ihe salte of -
i,hat fuLure he slarretl fr"o:li da-nn Ni].i darii, 4'¿

i,e i¡as e'r;:'lasiingl;r f iving j-n 1;ire fu'r,u:e;
bhat fuLr-i:re r:r.iqirì; nerreï' conei he coi.:lci not
s-uop Na look a'cou.b; l:e lrlusL plal^and cel cul aLe.
Life i¡as slip i..n3 by, u--rliveC, 'r'-

ït j-s pe::haps most iroiric that Àl:ers dream of rnai:eriaf

aehievenent and Ìris dr-e.:rn of the fubure should destro;' hini., o:'at

Ieast cau-se re.¿ersal- in his risine success.

During the threshing in the fa.l-I of i911+ ¿Ì:e vras setrcling

part of Lee grain 1,o for,m and sboring pari: cf the grain in his olrrr

granaries" he had several- r:en r',íth tealns aud'¡¡agoirs hau-líng for

hi'n. liavi-ng fired one of these rnen he founC tha" ii, r,¡oul,L be

Ìlec€s;-ìår".;' to '¿hresir on ihe grou-rd-- lt¡l'l Li-ndesirable p:'oceeding in

cpen r"ea.i;her. lra.ri of ihe ,çrain r..Ies sure to s1roi1,"à3 .':nC. so No

/,ô.-a-Jes:nond I a,c c{ c lrp{ç"fiçt j]_gLLH _q.1o:g,g, k;rer sou, L9 lr5, p " ó 9 "

r=r'" 
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-pï'*ïent iha'l r"¡asi'e he <i'ecid'ec, afrilosL on i;npul se' 'rc ell-o"¡ ]ris

i.'1.;Alve year old. scn.i:c ialce a fer¡,¡ loeds io io-¡¡n- Cn'LÌle Íi::si

Lríp 1.o ¿e','¡¡ Cherl-ie l.¡as ki}Ìe'i" 'r'his r¡'ias the first of ma:ry-bra*

ge,Jies r,¡'i:ich;ii:e had io acce;ct, d.uring Lhe fa-l-Ling act'ìon oí "t'he novel-'

Dr::"ing'uhe earJ-;r chept'ers of the nove]-t in order to n¿]te

irris Nragie Lulning most eÍf ectiv-e, the t:"agi s her'* shoul-d ha"ue had

some -rfârnii:res" Solne prelnOni'LionS, 5s'rg 5ignS. Åbe had reCeir¡eC''^* _Ð* ]

these l",iarnings. tn Chal:ter Þ"o':r r";hen he a-i:d l'uih discuss the pur*

pose oí his iife he realizes ì;ha.'b he is sacr"ifici-ng somet'hir-rgr

lrthere l'Jas no tiree, no eners/ left i:o devcte
to h'rs hou,sehold; srrd ihe fact 'Lhat he knew

he r'ras negleciing a tiiing of fun.'i'amenNal in-
portance macle hi¡n cross anC- z? lros]'llabic
€eor6at the eeï'ly age of thirt¡'*5!x he had
Inôlnents of a¡ alnos'i; poignanl, rw¡''':-j'zatj'on of,

the futi-l-i1':¡ of it afl 
"1i4r+

[{e says la|er i,o F:uth,

¡tl am nOt in_¡¡ O,,,r,1-i na,Ster."nL'5

Du;"ing Nhe sunuier oi L9L2 o¿*'¡ ,rbe r'+as und.er"baking lhe r,ost

giganl,ic of alj his'¿asks, that of raisin6 ti¡e'ìve hun:.red acres of

uheat a1t at once i'¡j-th all ì,he at'ì;anda:it risks and e:lirense, he fre-

cir-ien|ly ì,hougJr'o i;hat trtuqless soiíìe najoz. disaste:' intervened-""'.

unheei:cL oÍ rr¡eafth -i,,'ould be garne:'ed that fali "ir!ó



iÌe proceecie'd lo sl-'ecrL-l-¡-'Le aùong lhese ]-ines:

11Un'l-ess soine i'irajor disasÍ;er' inierierei'
¡r-iis crcp i:ouid rllâce ìrin af ii:e ¡ìo¿l cÍ
his anbii-,io'ns, but couid -ri '¡e NhaL cj'-sas-
-Le-r f i¿ls i.c coile? lle Íelt ¡'s t'ilc':r;lh a

sa.criiice ì{Êlr€ rreêd'eii tc propi'"i a';e -i"he

fates. 1ie caught' ilinsei f ca'sLilg; al:ou.L' íor
solirÊih-Lilfl Ìle r:-iglii oo io Ìrurt h1:lsef i' so

a.s to lei:¡en iìre provocal;ion ai'id chaiì en¡4e

his pz'ospec'¡ of liea.Llh musì' be io r'¡hate'¡er
po*ut hai ialteä t'i:e lrla'ce oi-Lhe Ccds"rr¿r'l

'lhe sacrifice, '¡-hen :l-c cí:;il'Lee '"¡as t'c'o greeå ior i"1-:e; it' rtas

his ei,Le:: son, ii'i s r...-vour:ILç gl'1 iì,de il'ie on.L;r one of il-:-s i¿'rr:j--ì-;' -'iith

r¿Ìlo;,r ne ttoit h¿ld an iniinaie re't-¡'L-'r-cnship" ":rC fvo:Î Lha't' Lurnlng

poiirr, *-i-'ers forLri't1es g.r:a-cìua'Lr;1r cleclirrecl' as fie'l-ì-k:e his proiot;r!e' was

chainecL ¡i¡ç¡s l--,n.ci lnore firnL;¡ 'Lo ì:i:e rock"

r.he ir*th c¿,-:re losl cl ea-rl r¡ ¡s .ribe one d-:'y j n -1-91-ii "'¡hen 
qe

obserr.ecl i^:ltaN i"as Ìri;ppeniiig io his ilo'¿se, his iilonu'n'ent-', his rrilz;¡nan*

U.J-oJ ø

rrljs r^¡sit-l-''l si:¿¡d a-L lhe corner of iire iruge

houseani.lookcloselyaibricjr¿nd:lror-Lar
...cruabl-irrg ar'ra1'""'"The r'rolnent a woric of
man l're.s lini-shed natu::e sei' 'cc i';ork io 'i:ake

it do'.'on again" '.end so i'¡i'Lit ever¡'i;hi-rrg""
ihe¡' 1''¡s¡s al i on iiie..t';e'¡r of bei-n'3 leveli-ed
to the soil age'inoi¡¿1'ö

ilis clre:;rs aÍros'i; r'eal-Íz.eci before i,ire crisise no1'r cne by one began

t11
/.n11-ì-;l n QRf u+uø + Jo ,/"ø
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io ire d-estro;ied" Ûharliets Ceath Ì-ia.cì 'Oeen the íirsi i:reak in his

d.re¿::r of a Í'¿-r¡iliiy i;o cårI'J/ on his -nlorìc; Char-ìiess cieath r¡;as fol-lor'¡ed

by jfurr? s decision to be a nechan'ì c in i:oron, -o¡i i'iari a.trr s early Iûarriag3

toa}æv4y&e9ancJ.]:yFr.a.irces'beingseiucedbyl'icCz'ae.}-nclat.t}resane

,oi-Ee as Ì-ris dream oí Ì;he fa:nity began to facle so began the clecline in

his rna'r,eríal-Ístic dreairs oÍ t¡eelth" rive:ryone eLse specu.J-ateC on Lhe

rise in the price of flax, and &'be steadf¿.stly 'olanted r'¡hea'i;' Per-

haps Nhe rnost crusnrng blor^i oí al-l- came Lo the s¿ricken gjant t';hen

he l.¡as ciefeai;ed. on the consol-irj-a|ed schocl issue r^¡iren fre r'¡as unable

io vote becau-se of ncn-pay:'irenN of t,axes. lla-'ring to yesign his lnunici-

paf positions and. give up public life he sav¡ the frna-l- cru'mbling of his

:nany*facer,ed. d.rearn " Ry i'lc"t"'I even the drearn of his rna¡sion had beco¡le

holIor^¡:

'ti-iisgreafhor:-sev¡asuseless:Nhethreepeople
left in it r'rould have had ample room j-n the
patchwork shaek" $oon he and l"uth r"¡ould be

alone, lost in thaN structui:e t'hich, fron be-
hin¿ tne rrrstling i'rind'-breaksu looked out
over that prairie t¡hich it had been built to
d.orrinate.tr&9

trfAbe*paldin$aSLoillu'strateGrovetstragicviewof

life he must accept his failure; he must shor'¡ that he accepts the

view ',,hab lii'e proceeds by corapronise only' I believe that this

accepta¡ce of ]rÍs pun^lstraemt åe c'l early revealed' j"n rhe ending r¡hieh

tô
t+7
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Ç,rçve has given tc ihe book, AJ-tholl.qh Paeey r'¡ould prefer an end-

ing involving a vievr of :iber s f acü in the sanre state of decay as

iLs prototype near italid City, Grove has given ihe book an ending

';¡irich ís 'cruer to hís stated. pltilosophy of tragedy.

¿fùev the death of Cha-rlie ¿nd after each sueceed-ing caÛa'e-

trophe *be $palding, though seerLingly chained to the roek af, etev"nel

punåshment, aceepted. hj-s destrny and &'Ld not gt¡rrender to the gods"

Sbu-bbernly sticking i;o Èhe gror+ing of v¡Ìreat throughout, the speeula.-

tíc¡n in fLa.x Åbe we.s final-ty jusi;ifj-e<i in his sf¿md in the year L92A

l'¡hen the price of fl-ax felJ- a¡rd,4'be?s i'¡heat orÕp was successful'

i{e had sælvaged sornething of his dre¿¡m" The sarae applieC to his

.åbraha:n*l-ike d.rea:rr of founding a dynast'y" to folioroi hìm; he wisheå

fenrently fo¡" þiarion to aceepl, hís decision and restore fomily uni-ty:

i{ad. she ri-sen from that av'rc-chair in the
corner of bhe room, and had she corne to
him tc puÌ; an arrn aJ:out him, o,.he would, Ã^
forbhe monent, have been entirely happy,/"

Just before ltbe learns of NÌ're final blov¿ that is delivered to him

he has a mornent of' introspection rihich, thougþ clearly shor'ring his

knovåedge of hís defeat in aehieving hís ideals, does not €l"1,ress

biti;erness;

rr¡or rnâny yeärs "{be had not rr"ilked by
tantevn light. Thai: he did so nor.¡ ca^r-
ried hirt [:eck through the ]'ears to a
tine r'¡hen he had been fílled with êlllbi-
t"íøn', dnen yard and berns as the¡r r.¿ere ha.d

e;c-lsted. only in dreams. LIe had been happy
then; ¿l-f his i+ishes had. been of a realiz,-
able lcj-nd; he Ìiad l-ived in a future rùichr he

5orÞ#", p" aol,



desired; thaÌ; future hacL eaïre disap.r;oiitt-
ingi¡r, Youth and the ardeni; urge; age
and ;ocignan'r, regret; 'r¡herev'as the l-ife
in beiv¿een? Peace and happiness? He

sou"ghL Nhe¡r, in ihe past. Ïrr the presen|
i,.rere only e:rha¡stion anC r'¡earinessg v¡eaz'i-
ness ever unto dea"th" ".ïet thi s v¡ap.-bhe
iast' turning poi-nt in ¿be!s life.")r

lif¿er tiuth i:as t,e,ken rnatter's in|o her ou-fl hal'id-s concernin":

Fra¡ces and- l.{cGra.e" anci af'ber s}re has coi:re hone i.¡-itir Abe he begins

to pond.er about anst.;ering the call again io leed ihe dj-sfr"ict frant

r,^¡hich he hari becorre aloof. Here he ciearl¡' sta.tes his acce;rfence

of aLi rhai; iras haPpened-:

Eesígnatiorr? The ',,iring he had drea¿nt of
for a r+eek had been no resignation at al.l;
he had nursed his anger and shut hinself
off . He had meant ra dc i+hat, i n his 'o'ea.ri-
ness, seened fulfill:nent of his desires'
'lrue resignatioi"t meani accepùing oner s des-
tíny; to hin i-r, meant acce¡;ting the burden
of leeriership; ano the morrleni he saw tha,t,
he felf at one with the dì siricts ,¡¡ith his
brother-in*lav¡ '"tiho had Lol-d hiin his stor¡r,
r¡ii;h fiufh in her sorrolJe md, strangely, r+ít,h
hiinself; íor here t'¡as sorLething to do onee
m^Fè¡ f.ha o¡nø r^rould va-rr-ì-sh ini;o thin air"rr¿vr vo

His ovrn tif e had been r,,rrong, or aJ.l this wcul d
not have hap.cened. He hacl lived to himself and
had irad to learn 'i:ÌraÌ; ii corild not be d-one.. n

There r,,¡ere further searchings, ilainfully
probing; -but afl- led to ihe sa:le ::esul-t" ItYesrrr

he mut|ered io himself, -'llr}} go olr.""t,o the enr:i

",,¡hatever it n;í he.'i)/-

IhaN ni.ght .{be resumecl his I e¿,dershir of Spa}Cing Disfrict by going

to'l,he schoclhouse and driving oui the gang 
"vho 

he'd i;aken i-t over"

Ã'1 -., '. na//-ÆJJl" 5 p" ¿)o,

/''-'..... ^/'{q} ., p" ¿a4'
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Irr cha¿:ter 0ne of -bh.i s lhesis I he.'¿e ind,icated thai; ihe¡:e is

a rel-a.ticirship between Grovess vlern' of i;r"agedy ånd tirai of lbsen' In

i:ire iÌ:,sen lrobl ein 'rla;' the sii;uati on of ihe protagonisL is ciearl;'

shoi,.rl io be a:: 'i nstance oÍ a general social 5rrcb-Lern, 'l'ílien we apllroacli

'chi s a.spect of Grove 1¡re colie ver¡r close to his l:easoit for choosing t,he

praii:ie as'i,he setbing for" his notrels, fi" G' Parks, in his intrnd-uc*

tj-on t,o ik\¿ilE q_{ .L-hS_Eefln ",'",rites of c}ri s probien:

Âs an inierpretation oí a socicl cgical
nhenomenoi'- lhe nove'l is ol"'¿en iiin-rressír¡e.
Grov.e cree;tes 11 É"be a t;r1re oi the success-
ful pioneer - noN a t¡r;-",ica-ì- ,oioneer, 161 i:be
i o nl c:y,"1 r; "Ð ni.rÌ'ì ^f onj ¡ ¡,-¡n'¡-*i nns l-¡ili, r¡ther¿Ð v¿vslrJv UI çvlu lr¡Vl-vr u¿vrlu9

the kind of m¿.n besL suited lo con'i:at and, in
^ ^.l *ì e-i^--.1- ..^.ó Ð!¿ílur¿wcrrrv r,,vâSLlf 03 io confroi t,he forces of
nature and. hr-L'r,.a:l society l'r:rich o-opose his success.
To be successful, Grove Ceci-ded, a ilioneer Ìrad 'r,o

be irri.orÉnantrT alid rrrigi¿ti; he had bo have a
rl s-'i 11 ¡rl e-rni ncì erJ nreoccuoa.Nion r'¡iì;h the spee'i fi-
catly pioneering t,ask"Î' In such e Iïån8s success
l-ies his uli:inal,e clefea.t, for as Grove ex-plainse
the suecessfuJ. .cioneer is a tragic t;pe:

'¡ris r./nole ellc.eevour ís bent u-.oon reshaping
and doing ar.¡a)¡ r,'iilh the very corrdiiion in
its environ¡nenl rntlich girres il ils econol¡llc
and historic justification; ancl i",hen iN has
been d.one avray råih, r'hen the enviroiluent is
tamed, tire task is clone; and the pioi:eer hâs
u-sed up, in doi-ng it, the span of life al-lot-
teC to hi¡n. I-{e suedenly reeiizes bhai: he has
been r'¡orlting for a Ðurìoose r,¡hich he.s defeai,ed
ils eno" He cannot nori, set'tle Cot'n to enjo¡'
the iru.i1, oi his labour.rr

This is the Lraged-y of Joers liie thai, Ìtavi.ng de-
voted the best cert of his l-ife to tlie ttspecifically
pioneering Laskrt and :l-ls ati,endant materi.alåsiic
goal-s, he finds hjmsel-f in rr-id.rjle age a s1'.irituaÌ
paupeT' ancl in-lhe eyes of -r,he ne\'.' genera'bion a. sociaJ-
ånarchï"oni-sm" )J

F.'l1

;ì' t)

,3ter,,tart, L965 u

Grove, ryi¿ila ql +L^ r:^*+t-.U¿lE lfqtr Ur¡a |J"C.L., I'icCleli-a:rd
pp" VIT-trL,

â-t.c]-

Introdu-cNion by l:. G. -t'erks,
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Iagr-eer.¡j.,¿hrostofi^¡h¿áPa'irsi-ni-:}.ies=.obethe¡qener'a-u

socia_l_ ¡ri,obleir of r.,.¡nrcÌ: ¿be i s an instance. Ï f eel tna.L he sl s3'¡l;1r

il ]-usir¿,.tes ihe ccnf-j-ict whicir arises as a res-üli; of the need- of

the p'ionee:i:u i-f he is to succeed' jn pioneering, to be preoccu"piecl

',¡i-'bh bne l:ioneering iaslt. Thrs pi'eoccupaLion does lead to a lívinE

.j n i;he fuLure a-nd. a sacrifÍce oi i,¡ìratever ilpec-es ihe progress of

ihe pioneering;:rojeci' I ì;}rii"ik iì, is a general*':rob.]e;n of .¡ioneer-

in.g ilral one of the elemenis nosi; frequentl-)' sacrificed' to the 't'ask

at hand. has to be the ttl-1¡ç1¡,¡;rrr of far,,iily U-Íe anC ila:niiy conlfor.t'.

In sacrificin,g the pleas-ures of tod.a;r in orcJ'e:" lo succeed., the aj-'l oÍ

lhe pioneer, one d'es'i;rÛi's ''"ùl¡'i: one is -r"ror"1<ing ior "

In ¡tLglgÊ- o-L llg*åef Þl .rr:ederick Piiilip G::ove has presenied

bJ. means of a Prorriethean figure a real-isiic mirroring of ihe 'cragic

queliiy of the u--rriversal reacticn of inanlçin¿ ¡6 Iife; in so coing ne

has, in r4r opinion, r,ffj-Li;en the novel -r'¡hich bes'b íulfílJ-s iuig clrea'qr

of creafing in art Lhe dz'a,'na of u-nive:lsa] rna-n p¡esent'ing bhis 'vragLc

vi-el¡in a prime-ral sebting"
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:,;hen an arLísi is rnoi,ivated to u:esent i"¡hp;L he ccnsiders to

be a u.nirrer.sal- reaction to hu,aan life, he nust, be a}],owed comi:lete

freed,orn in Nhe choice of the med.iu¡n of his e:çression and wiihin

#r.q* marri,ìrn ^^riìnlete freed.olrL of chOice oÍ inaterj"el-S" fine Oi theuIIeu lrrçq 4'! vuilip

prin"ciples ê.n]¡ artis'r, nus.L follov¡ in Nhis choice is ihai; of r',iåech*

5:u:'L'l,y,

Grove has choseri to irresenN his vi sion of the Lragic view

of life b)r ilreans of a cornbinaLion of a-z'chetypal syrnboi-ic repr'es€Il-uê,-

1,j-ons of prinítive l,ran e,Seillst a .,cri-meval background t¡ith liis or'r-:i

techniques of real,isn, iie is f ar fron un-ique in each of Nhese

choices, but he melr be uniqu-e in hi-s comb:lnation of 'bhern"

ûne mod.ern norrel ist v,4ro cl osely' parallels liis choices is

äe:ningi,ray. -i-¡1 þis decep',,ìvel;' simple novel The- 0J-d lieg e4ç1 The S-ea

Heningi.¡ay chooses to presen-L a tra3ic vier,i of liíe - sone¡.'lnat, Ï-ightened-

by fhe conclu.sion of the ncr¡el- agaj-nsN tÌre pri-rneval ì:aekgror-¡nd- of -i,he

sea r.¡i¡h e prirliirive figure" Sa.ti;i,ago, who incorporates the archetypal

s:r¡ärbol isn of 'bhe ühr.ist figure, the ljaini; fiSire, a"rrd the e'ûel:nal fishe::*

man inage. This old nan ac|s out again r..¡rai for Ha'nin5'ray is ihe essen-

tia^l- in life, .l;lie coniesL involving ihe d.anger oí d-ea'uh, sireugth, skiil

a¡rd I uck"
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rn ord,e:: io preseni ihis etcrne.i- slr"ug'.1 e, iic:nin3+a;', I ilçe

C.r'ove, irad io seleci his rna'¿e::ia1s ver;. carefi:i-lyu In acirieving

this he has aitracted such eriijci-s:-r as 'ì;he fcllcwins;

?he I ives and. speech oí so,ne of his charac-
ters have offenCed readers l,¡ho fhi-nk fhat in
ihem there is an errrpìrasi s on ine primitive
j-n man" It is ihe r,rriter"r s privilege, how-
ever fc choose his suÌ: jects a¡d Henr-i-ngr'r4yt s
treainent of gha:'acier is for hi¡'rr a inat'Ley
of prínci.ple"-

ii;hen r'+r"iting a no'¿el a v,ru"Íler should creaie
-L'ì-¡¡i nr; ¡eol¡l e: i;o^..-r ê h^+ nh r*r^ip¡g. å:9vþJ+v t

cira-racfer ís a. caric.?ture,..,peopie in a
navel nof sitiliíul-ly consLrucled- characte::s,
mrrcl- 1¡¡¡ n'¡^i¿otod ffOm the f'.¡fiLef e S aSSjmi-
I ¡f.ed e'¿rrai-i cnnn 'i-r"n,n lri q l¿nn:.rl a,'lrc 'i.-¡n;n

his head-, fron his heart and froir al-l there
ås of hin, If he evey has luck as r."¡el-l as
srlriolrsness a:rd gets thein ou-r, en{;ire
'.r,ner¡ r,,ri 1 I þp1r¿ ¡1^ro ih =n niro ;i -,ettSi Olt a:ld
Lhey l.J-r_ll IâsL a l-ollg 'C]-lne.-

ln addit-ion to his enirhasis on the cÌroice

in hi"s characieråzation there is also a:r ennhasis

j;ire Irrirleval- in setì:ing:

rn all the s'¿o:'ies Lhe seirse çf i:l¿so,
as i-ie,.rni n rrir¡r.=/ ep.l ls if is irrti¡orf e,::i: 

" , . ,
iieiningr'le¡' fu'eais cçT"{:åj-n regions rii'ch
*^.-+i^.'l ^-- ^{"1^^+-i^'^ .{-ì^^ ='^"--!^"jr¿ll' tJ.tLrU I qf' aJ. I eCr,lOl'l: Llle jrlOì-lÏ1--âl11ô

:nri i.he ri-i ff, nl" the ?i-úí ¡irea:r- Í'or
1)exanple,-

of

nlì

the ¡:rirútive

the choice of

l
-HeminEr,ua¡r,

SNu-tþ Lì¡'ide bY i'iarY
?
ii en]-ngl.Jay3

-H€íOan$rdap,
S*rr¡lr; l¡ri¡la hr¡ I.l

lne ulcl Ii'Ihe 01d j'ían æiþe--ãse, Saunders, Lg6l+,
;:,. OanpbelLu p" Lj'1.

I'Deaih in i,he 'rf'ì:ernoon.rr

Ir-"c-lLi=g-gå-Lhç-Ðç9,*" Cami:bell, p" 139.
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iln this ì,i,::le_iess sireaiiL iire old r::r spend_s
mcsl oí Ì:is r.¡¿k-ìng h*'*rø,4'

Ïhe Íinal Ii¡Cl be'r,i."een iierlj-ngway and Gr'oi.'e ",.¡hich ï l.¡isil bo rlen¡ion

is the sÍrnrlar"itJ- ìn iire u-se cf synboirsn. ¿s Ì'iiss ta¡ni:.l:ell me¡r-

-Lions in talki.rrg oí Sa:itiagors desi::e io caLch tlie øreaí îi sh:

Perhaps .t her.e is å sur1.3eslion here oj1 r¡frat
the GreeÌ.:s ceål hubrì s¡ presunptr,:.o-r;s i:1a:'l
l-iol afi ng the great nys'[er:-es of na-Lure,
as Prcnetheus did r^înen he snaiched fire
froin tne heavens a-nd- uas p.nrd_shed b:y the
Gods.5

Lr'ror¡e¡ iike Heningì,iåye cÌrooses a prilneveJ- sel,t,irrg; ihe

Uanadia-n Prai::ie ís íhe backg::oi-rild. f,or tlrovet s irera of Q_g:!_eåly

;kq.*S" ioirn ultio.L conbines in his per.son,aliLy fhe characteris-

tics uhicir me-ke hira another giqa:rtic characLez. loolnin3 o,rer the

resN oÍ ihe neo;;}e in his ia.r.il]'¡:id co:rl-¡.runiì,y, Thistl¡ear of Nhe

prai riesi¡ is, ríke shaj<espearee s Lear, a vicl:Írr of fitiaÌ ingrati-

tude u¡ho has to live oilb the eternal conf'licl: between parents and.

chil-dren as refe:.y'ed. to on the tÍtle l:ase of the bookc

¿nd his sons '*¡alked n,:t in his ',,,rå;:s,

1 Sa:nue-1-, Ch" I, v" 3.

Joilrr ¡lliot, -l ¡.* ,irbe SpoJdi ng, left, his ìrome a.¡rd. pioneerec

fu.r"¿Ìle:: r.;esl,; he lefi L,he IÌeC P.iver Valle;- in So¡_r.bhe::n j{anitoba on üte

4Jqi3" , P" rt-5.

tJþ#' , 'p" LI+'T 
"
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deafir of his fai:,her"

Jchn ¡tl l-íof selaåo::, a ihi nke:', haa Li-ved
a l-ife of inirospection, d-r"eams anC ideas"
¡ie a;ici his young v¡if e had gone io i,rhaN r¡es
ihen ihe Te::ritorJ' of ;ìssiniboia Lo se'bble
:i n count::J' i..¡hich was like the l¿u:ci of sun*
se|, ba::e, nakeä, pra*irie hills¡ sun-baJ"ed,
lain-washecl, devoid of all ihe coinforis oí
even sligÌrNl¡r s]¿sr civilizations, devoid,
at the Ni-'-rre, even of the çousolat"ion of hu*
m¿n nei ghbourhood, , . .I'b sNood 1,he I arges'b
ancl most conunodiou-s dl'rell-ing of ihe r'¡hoie
iÌisbrict ouisid-e of tlre io'.,.";']su holdit:,g eigÌrt
llf:OIfS,. e o

Jai:n El-iio'L -'.;as a dre:;ner'; but his dre.ans
h.¡rl ¡ r.';¡.,r ni (Ì.1ffi n.r *:.:r = il 5-¡ t 3¡ç iml.;O:ta.ntr¡i;s c, r, aJ U¿ v\r¡ii-r-:¡o

to hi¡r thar his dreaas of econolnic pros¡:erity
had been his one g::eat d::eer of Íi;1i11' l-ífe."

'" ÇUL_.qÈU¿jqÇâ{å ',,'e begi¡ r:here ,!_Cg5[q-gi:t,.[e;!È*Þ

finished; rre do ilol fclJ-or¡ the ear"l¡'câreer oí John,il-liot' as

a -oioneer as i.Ie dict r;iih ,¡ç Spald.ing bu'" r¿.'¿her tre see Nhe

lasi iral-f of a life and not the first half e-*.cept b¡; means of

a feu¡ flashbacks, íte see hin after ìrelf his drea.ln has been rea-

l-iøed:

ihrough a^ll l:is aciivities, trer, a single
pur-Jose hao. r¿n: Nire -our;:ose of honourably
raising his Ía:rily, a 1-arge fatdli" at that.
His favouríte storJr from fhe lji'ole irad beeu
that of iibraha.in and hj-s ircu-se; often Ìre had
repeaNed io iií:.rself the lines, rrÏn blessing
I itíll bless ì:aee; and iu rnuJ-li,o1;'-ing r irill
i-,:¡l f.inlw thr¡ secd as the s'bars oí the heaveir
and as ihe sa;rd r,¿hich is upon ihe sea-shore.
Ànd in th¿ seed. shal.i- al-L 'che naLions cf the
ee.r'ùh be bl esseC"¡'
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-'ie:¡er had- ne, in ihese I iness seen
ct- sought fo:: evidence of r"'ei'Ì:a"l- ret-ela*
'Lio,r; pu.rei;r theoloSic:J- ihcuqìri; had been
u.nknoo,n¡n tc hi-rn. fÍe irad takei:r ',,hel'ir sinpl ¡¡
as ar exÐression of lhe ¡ra::r¡el of fruiiful-
propage"f íon,

ÍÌrat singl e i:w'pose had coordi¡a.ied
al-l- thi.ngs f'or hirir, had justiiied lhen, ìrad.

seemed No fra.nsform ìris whol-e .Life ',rit,h al-l
ii;s ra.,nificpiio;rs i.nto a sirr¿Ie, orgatìic
r'rhole l',¡ith a cl-e¿r anC un'aisi;a^kable meaniirg.
Tn tha¿ purpcse he a:rcl his r,¡ife had been one;
a¡d so ihey had been fruitíul arrcl ha,l :nul-ti-
p1ied. Jt l+as t,he childrenr s duiy i;o confor:rle
to beco.ure like tlier;rj å.nct bhe:'eÍore" io obeSi Nþs¡¡
in al-i thii:gs, so as to r,rulLiol}' tiie seed then*
sel-ves one clay; so &s i-rot tc l-et the strand thus
ctea'ceð- i:rerish, To live honourablT, to till fhe
1and,.u an'l to h¿*rd- on liÍe lrorn generatÍon to
geireration : 'r;hat v¿as rrtengs duiy; bhaL, Ì;o hira,
in spi te of a-l-.l d.oubts had meant and still- meant
serving GÛd. Doubt had existeC o.l-y as '¿o de1"ails; -ii; had never gnawed at, the root of the fundarnent.a"l-s.r

Here in i;he figure oí John .i¡ll-iotp ihen, r"re find a conbinalíon of

the Lear symbol of ihe frlieJ- ingraiitude thanrre and i:he ¿braham

fabher s;'rnbol. ;ì.be Spal-ding llad co,r.bited the Promethean syn':ol

ribir tl:e Ábrahaq s¡'rnbol; in inany- trays tlrere is a peLral-lei befl¡een

-Lhe tuo men, although they repiresenL tr¡,¡ differeni h¡,J-ves of a

1íÍ'eti¡ne 
"

John ,IllioLrs gz"ea.Lest dream r,¡a.s of farily li,'ie; his ee.r--

i íer d-ree¡.r of r:rateri al. orosPerit¡r ¡¿¿ ì:een re¿l-ízed3 tìre later

dream v¡as shaLiered-" Tile novel Þ::esents ihe sriu.ation to us in
'i;he eternel- conilict bei',.¡een Þarents a:rd chiici.ren * a favourife

fuþ¿g'¡ F. tB9"
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probler: of Grove. 0i: Lhe indirridue-l ì-evel \rÍe a"re given a tr"ageCSr

ín tne iife oÍ Joirn Elli*i as crushing ¿-s the i;ragerl;v of nis pro*

toly_oe it,ear; cn ihe soci¡J- level lfe àre l,resenlled l:i+"h an -l bsen*

-Like problerr ul a.v'- ihe clranraiiza.íion oi lhe sociological- problen

ari sin8 frorn ihe confl-icj:s beiueen naran'bs and lhoir children.

The '','orking ouL oï these tr'¡o I evels of interpret'ation is

one '¿¡l-rich obvi_ously cbsessed_ G.roveu ii: oceurs t"o a" cerbai¡r e:r--

tent in Fru,its of Lhe ;Iarth. i,iaster Lþe"gill, and !þtp*,-Êeze"re!iqqq

to ref er" onl;r to i:he publ ished rtcvels"

*s _Qgq_teè1-g_!fçqd evoLved ai; the ti¡:e of ¡:uþireabion l,re be-

grn vi-ih John lil-liot ageC JJ and his wife l{ar:th¿ aget- 1,9" ft, r¡ouLri. ap-

pear fr'om the origínal- manuserip+. of the novel rn lJox i- of lhe Gz',:ve

papers that i:e had Íntendecl startrng ài; dif,fer=entïy, Ûn page I oí

tÌre rna:ruscript there is a chrcnological table on which he has.'"rorked

oui; the ages oí ihe parents and children sterting rrith 1896 r.¡lien John

uas 45 and iiartha jj and rrorking up to i-921 v¡hen John v¡as 70 and

iiartha decee.sed" Ghapter Cne in the origina-l- nanuscrípi; is entitled

trThe Hou-sehold Unfolcts li,self" and begins r,rj-ih Gladys and HerwiéNta

ri."ih^ i- *^'-m G¡-nrre nhrri¿¡rsl¡r i,.¡iShed iO AvOid aS nruclt Of the eer*+IvJJIÉ ¿Il UVt¡:¡o e¡vvv vvv¿vsülJ

li-er career of Ellioi; as pcssible and had difficuJ-iy esta,blishing a

suítabl e siarting ooin't fo:' his pz:esentaiían of the draina of i:his Lear

cf'the':ra.j-ries, 'r'i:e sicry ther:. began thirty-Nllo years after''r,he ar"ri-

v{L af ihe El}iots a'L l"¡hai: even'i;utali;rr beea,¡ne to l¡e icnovm as Sed.geby,

Saskatchewan.

for

ol

irioi+ in l-906 he h¿-s ten l-iving chi-lclren ranging in e.,ge fror.i
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¡^'t -.,r.-^ r-t ^ ^ì,J^^r .-+ +hi-*r¡ *n ilro ¡z^rrn*a=* rf hlr -1+- -+.hi ï,+.âra'fiLr:IailJ Þi u1.lç kt-LL¡.çb tq j-u ur:-Ll uw' uu urrç J ULI] jif,ço u_- -',: ui!Ùf, uvvr:o

-{s th*se had grc",in uÐ* Gls.d/se lhe f,irst'
borno i¡as thl-riJ¡ nor'¡: his ol-d dneani, lha't
oi raising a '1 arge Íemil )' honoriraì:l-y, he.d

been rei-,1 aceC, slcrúy and i'npereentibiy, b.rr

å nel,r cneå thai of seeing his children sei*
il-eci aboui hin as the children cÍ the pat*
ri.archs of Israel i'¡erc setiled about their
f athers" + beginri-ng haC. been r,tade ien
yee.rs a¿o: -'-a:-';' -r,he ihird-oldesi girl kiad beeti
ir.å.rv'ied to Fred Sately e ifa:ri-r,oba teaeher r'fno,
hol'tel'er, h¿d. shor"il;r after aba:rclor:ed his profes-
si"on in order ì:o nove rllesf anci to go i-nto 'i:rade;
he r,¡a.s nor,¡ lir¡ing ín ,Secigeby, ihe snall ioi'rn
"øhich, rn.th bhe co:úng of the railroe'd, h"d
sÌiru-ng up four t¡úIes norih of Nhe farms.o

In a fiashback io thirty Jree]'s ea'rlier Grove describes Ëllíotes

dreern af thai i;iine:

To him, John ltlliot, iris chil dren, s'L'ill un*
born, hed seetLred to be a re-i:irth, ê- re-
creation of hi:nse'ìf"" In them, his ideas äl"id

ideaJ-s r'¡oulci be nu]tiplied; they t'rould converi.
thaN cf hi s drcams into realiiy r"il¡ich he htim-
self rn-ighi f aLl short of realizing to the full'.
They vrour d. b6 a nreans oÍ rnuitiplying Ìris ot'r:.
personeiifY"'

Then l-ater in ihe sane fla.shbacÌ< Itl.iot real-izes his rrifers drea:n:

She expected her chi-ldren¡ s-till u-nborn, lo be
i"epiicas of her'sel Í, f o accor:l-ll j-sh çhai she Ìlad

_ l^
a]läeo- a¡"-"

Ê-.. . "-å9åS"e P' /"

c)
'l:å9" s 1)" Yo

l-0 _
I tlrd 1l*r/+uo, 

lJo ¿l



6í3

i¡inali;' he cones io a third reafizaiíon:

rrr+ si,råriíie net"¡ lmor"-l-ed-ge heC collie to Ìri::1"
.¿is ihey grew up i;hese ch-ì ldr"ec r'¡er'e iess
and less a corrtini,Lation of irj-mself ; J-ess
arrd less even of a blendir¡g of the parent
ne,iures" In each oÍ' ihe:rr a third 'ching
had bppeared., their indivicj-u-a1- beiirg,
i'ith incl?Eeations ancl clesires i'ñich seeneC
to be wi-tLrout a derivaiion iro¡n hi-nself or
hì s r¿fe; anci the st:'an¡¡esj, tìurig aboul ii
was i,hai; these ner^¡ inclividual- na|ures dif*
fered jn each single one of his chil-dren,
..irence r,ie::e the;'? 'ihi s r¡a.s Lire lnost puz-
zl,ing i,hing oî all: a thing ic Crich he aJ--
i+'å)'s reverled" -;lready a,ì; tir'res, ì:e 'oegar

to see fai-Lure ahead on whai ilis o't"'n oen-
si.¡e aird con1,e'npia-tìr¡e scu-l ha.d conceived
io Ì:e the Ðecul-iar L!!e rork a:rcl Nask of
his ve¡:¡¡ e>j.sf ence,r¡¿r

Ile ihen Ìrhillrs of lris o!.-tr ;'rsçf,¡;

Ui: to t,ne tii,re of hís f,a.tirerss dea.th he Ìiad.

knoi.¡n no i.rill ol hÍs or,on:. .[-Íe had ha-d cìrea::ls
if is true, -out he had su-þordinaterì. i;hen to
the v.¡¿shes of his oþi:t parenNs a:rd- i;he welfare
of the lrarentaj- honestead j-n i'íanitoba. Ánc1

even hj s ol¡r d.rea¡n of a f arn of his oian, a
r.ri fa ¡nrì nr¡nrr nhildren- had been no ïnoreeìLLv9 qr¡s ¡¡r\¿:J

bhen a conti.nuaÌ,ion of the pr"a.clice of his
,oarents" l;ith lhera it had. been an instinc'c
follo.,*ed blindly; l¡i'Lh hil¡r Í" had bec'oine a
conscious vision" He had alweys feli. himself
to be con',.inuous wi.'rh his ancestors"-¿

'ln this secLi on of

ìrasic form oí the confl-ict

',,he no.¡el r..¡e are 'i ntroduced- to 'Lhe

hei.',-æen n:rr.+rf,s anC cjrildre-r, Ijis
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chil-dren .:¡¿ere not gor-ng rri;c wslk i-n his tiaysrr: bhey '.,"er.e soing ¿vc

l-ea.r¡e ';he horiiesiea.d a;id. not, re¡ne.in a::ounC- him as he haô envi sioned

the¡rl doi ng in i-ris ';a ¿riarciral Crea¡1" ije was not going 1,o be al-l owed

lo live ê.s arl ¡:ibraha¡l bu.t inst,ead as a Lear. This i;iien i-s also a

uirir¡str.1 problen; chiidren have r:.inds of their orrn; ihe¡r i"riiI lea,ve

the faiil;' atii ;c out on iheir otm, i-lris basj-c '-rrobl en ieacts i;o

oiher colll:Lex siiu¿iions and. conf-l -ìcts.

/lt, 'riris poi.n-L I t,¡oulct l-ilce Lo corr'rrent on ihe sug5esti-ons

lçiricir h.eve been irÌede cor:cernin¡; ihe relaì,ionshi':r beir.¡een Lhe bcolt,

lgf*eS}iå*Ëg-{å a:rc ì.he iieruronite farril;r fr"o:l i^¡Ìrich Gro'¡ets wife cåìr1ee

ihe i;iens f¿tni-l.y¡ originalty fron Lo',¡e i''eïr:, i-enitobaraird- lai:er of

ir.r-Lsh L¿ker5asiratcìrel.Ian. One sug;-estion of fhis is in an article b;r

Vicior Peters:

Grove¡s ¡:iosi successful- novel is 9qg..-D,e¡,f,y
EfegÈ r,'/nich is pa:'tl¡^based on his r,;-ifets
fp'ri'l .¡. t.he ,¡i r¡nses,r-J

'r'he sa:ile pointjs made in a 1:aper on Grove l,,ritben for liethel Col--

1 aaa i,inn'l-lr l,,an.rl-.-' -" -JIlr l\ ansas å

Since ihe fa::li,l;' oÍ tiie -lliots is su-r,',osed.
Lo be patòerned. solei,¡haL, after that of Grovers
'¡åfer ihe r'riensese a inen¡roni-te f amily" 

" "ld

L3.- V ic l,or tsei;ers, "r"reôeL:i ck l'hilip
s:l9pÀ-.!*g5_t*, üc'r,oì:er',L9Lv6 t p. 7,

Groveil, Tjre :-arr'i ioba

al
-L4, -,'l'lbert G- iìra.un, r?Fred-erick irhiiip Grove and Catl'reri-ne

lr ns.' Ccsnopolitain riuthor anrl irlennoniie Schoolmarmtr, ;i 1ìesearch
i-eper presented ic Ine ìepa.r',,nient o-f 3ible, iethel College¡ t'ior.th
Iri a-^.|-n'n li qnc*c iOÃ? n )1¡!4¿u!4J,1/./|9.Jo.Êo
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F-s nen'r,ioned before in t:'ii s stud;r, ii is
fi'rmi¡¡ halr'l bv loca-l- ¿ruii-ror"iiies fhariJ¿!]r+"I}¡v:\Á*J-

i;he .]ohn ¡lliot fa:nily is irali,er"ned af'cer
ir.rs" G::'ovels fa;:,il;., lhe .,ienses. i'iíss
Ca;i;her.ine i:+isrs cam.e of ihis i'Íenironj-te Íarúl.'¡
l.¡hj-ch began it,s píouee:r e;tisieìfce near Lol'.ie
Faräi a:rd- then i:loved io ;'ush teJ<e, Iìaskaicirei";a-i:,
jus"b as John Áilioiis j¡r¡nediabe preclecesso:'s
roove'l f::on ihe ned Rive:: Va]-le;r -bo 

'Lhe '"ssiiri*
boia area of 'bi-le i,;heat Ðrovince,¿2

Á lei;iei. frot:r Victo:: i'e|er-s is fhen used tr: fur'''cher subsiairtia.Le fhis

ïl-ei,J rn tnÊ safne ,oaÐe:"å

liirioi i'-r¡re;bel;r Grove lingl-icized Lhe n,"¡les of
hj_s i.iennoniLe cha:: a"clueys. I ¡eceni;l y visite<i
a. small iie¡m.orrite tor,-rn, ;61,Es ìie,rin, and found
tirat, cha¡: acNers of Ç-gg"-{.åj¿X"jfç!*,.rteYe fald}-
iar l,o a nu:nrrler oi iire resid.ents,ro

I feel that the a'oove sugge$fioils nej¡ or lnai/- not be jusNified"

uer.iainty I s'"rp;tose tha1, one could maire a reasonabl-y goori case for

su.it.'oi:iing the ihe:r""t' thal Cathleen a:rd r'¡oodrow Ûrrnonct were l:tod.el ed

on i,he characiei's of CaNherine a.rrd .Frederick Fhili-o Grove, but when

tire case hacÌ been proven ii r'¡culd neÍther add to, nor detT'ect frorn,

bhe inNerpre*,aNíon of tlie novel as a l.¡hol e" Ia -i;ry to suggesL tha.t

John Tlltiot is one of the $.i-r;ns fa:ni-l-r' j-s ihe sane as sa;¡ing tha:L

;{be SpaJ-Cì-ng i{e$ ihe ner.ùy a::ri.¡ed farmer fioni Ûntario iirat Gz"ove

firsi sals in f89À " To 'cr;' io presen'L ihe novel as a rtÌennoni|e llovel-

¿s"i,Îr. Brau,"r does is r'ìcliculou.s; there Ís iro nention in iire i:ook of

s p" ¿o"
ar

1/tn . /\/
+ql-g'3 P. ¿Q"
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sçì-igious sei'r¡icescl:: , íov ihal ri1åfiel:i are tiiere reaaly êny

rnajor reÍerences Nc relìgicn. gg{.Agå*il*¡-I9?li is as true 'i:o

Gro-¡ers lirilosophy oí reahsrt es is ¡'.q:]}'[g*.gi*-qb"9*!gå![' ¡-or'

tl:le sai4e reesonsi i;hen, as in ihe later ncr¡el Grove does not

preseni al-l- face.bs of prairie life; th*-¡'e aÍ'e no :references to

chrrrch serrrices, 'r,o barn rai-sings, fo politics, or t'o social-

gathe:,ings" L'he norrel is nyesenNecl in ord.er to have as ruriver:sal

anapplicetiona.spossii:le"G:'o1¡edoesnotinirudetospeak

tlrrou,gir characters or evet:i-s, no:: cioes he tie Ïris characi'ers

.d_o,,"lr io lire aÍfairs and opinaons of a s¡:ecific ti-ne or !r'l ace in

¡i*ste:"n Oanacl-a in the ea::ly ,oari of this ceiltu-ry. If as is su'g*

gesteiL, lra.rbha is a. f;r1rical liennonite mother ¡nd ''rife, 1'hen sl-re

is a.lso a. typical- i'r'esbl.berian noiher and ltife in the Red iìiver

area or a i;ypical cai;hotic i¡Loilrer anc- r¡¡ife in pioneer iiuebec"

Às a netter of fact ii; is difficult to clisfill the sym*

bo'l is¡r iriiplied in the ciraract,ers of John ¿¡1¿ I'tarbha iîltiot" Jchn

is obvjr-ous"ly a d,escend-enì: of liing Lear; i'íartha is obviously ciescend-

eC fro¡rL ihe patron saint of good housekeeping, SÌ;e" l'Íartha'

,John sl'l iot, unliks j"be Spalding, is presented' 'r'o us lat'e

in life bece.-u-se the plight of our Le¡-r' concerns 1,he end of life

efter sot-l1e success in acÌriev'ing cì.r'eams" i{or,¡evêT.: the pz"oblen

f.acec..i:¡l *}fio¡ is uore tha.rr the con:flic.c, .r:etv¡een gene::aLions;

his rnind is fiti-ed l'¡i-Nh cc¡nfJ-ict; he exeinplifies to a great ext'en-b

Grovets analysis cf conflict i-n Jå-Ns.ggil .Þ,q--Þ-e.i*g



Liíe sru'arnis i¡i-tÌr conf-iict" 'iie rirígh'i; alnosL
go sc fer':s Lc s.l.;' t,h¿t life is confliet" tc¡:.-
f] 'ic'ûss 'ìn ihe eoncrete, ai'e of su.ch exceeåiugly
coÍllnon occttrrence iha.t, in observinq I ifs, one
is rereinded of e sËa in a storn where aii l-a.rge
r+aves - great Ísslles * are besei; .r'åth sinaller
:¡¡eves * tire mi-nor conflicis - the bacÌts of r',¡àicLr
in Lurn are riFpl ed by t,ne r':-ir:C * these rí1:1;Les
represenfing ihe qt:-an'els and- squabbles of
¡neníaL minds" If lif e is ncl essentialL,y of ihe
s'Luff oí confli cts it tends a'i; least +q brea*k u1:,

in'L,o ¿. series oÍ continual coníl-¡cts,-''

It'I'he ßv'eat issue'i in Opg: D-aily "Bîead ís Nhe Lear probl-etri:

,irc¡: Lear is unrea.sotra"cle; he is in ìris dotage;
and in thai I i.es 'uhe tr;.geC,;"t fhe old eternal
1;ragedy i"irich consists in j;he fact 'Lhat unfor-
iunaiely Jrouth and ol d åge âre juxbaposed in
iife: i;hat i,hey looli ¿.N _tþe sa..e fìri;eg ali see
Cj-f ferenL a.specLs of it,l-u

j1r¡erT' failrr js a äing Lear. I'he eternaJ- confl-icl,
between Ëerents a-nd cþilCren results all"a:;ys in
soi.:e sort oÍ tragecly.l9

iri cleveioi:Íng the ex|ernal- confll-ic'L Grove applies his philo-

sorh;r oi realism; he atl,enpts to present the conf-IicN in sucl: a r:a;'

tha| r^,'e can have an unclersiand1n,q of both sides" ThÍs is inacte ob-

vious in the p::esentation cf his visit to the O:'rnond"s in iÌini-ripeg anC

al-so i-n his vi-si-i; to his ot'her children later in tlle novel. Ìie ob*

¡riouql 1r s¡Íïnrt,hi ze r¡iih John .-Itrcf Ín iri-s I'ru"si:'ai,ed loneliness but

..re r:pnn¡i helrr q-¡¡, ¡J.,hì v,f aa' -;vi,ìr .ris children as r,u-ell .

1^ l1ê \1ìd
._v_Y_-::-::e äacinil.i an, 1j2ju p" 67"



ûne of -l;he ini,e::na-l- co::íi-icts cf John litlíoi is'rha-L be'r,*

?i

a view cf

see Ìris

^t: '^l.^+^^'-¡.-Lr¡"uj lrrru uuiór qu.rJ ¿

ireen his ':bireístic end deLerr¡i-ni sN view cf liÍe ani-

I 'i ¡c -i nr¡r-,] r¡i nø p i^el i ,:i or;s j'ai th " ùu l,lle one hancÌ l'.'e

cleier=rinisì; .:!rilosoilh;.¡ as ex?ressed in ihe s¡,-:nbolisn

r'i:oLograpÌr;' 1t".u lieconing a fashiona.ble pas-
tine. One ria;r he ha.cl seen Cathl eeil d.er¡eioj:
prinfs" She ::rriersed all åp.fårently bla::k
sheei; of paper in a sol-u.'bion cont¿;Lned Ín a
ira¿-" .+ ferv ir':.egul a.r pciches appear'ed. on
ils surface" 1Ìlese '¡elches 3;radr-ral'l¡r a.rr'ar;ed
i;:renLselves into a piciure, eà.cÌr cne assr:rting a
definife 1:urposefi:l significåtce"

Thus his chil-d.r'en appear"ed io hi;::.. 'fhe
d.eveloping sol-uiion vres lÍfe itself " The)¡ h¿d
J:een inere blanics, ::ore a-Like in ihe lack of
clisì.inçiish-i nl Íeaiures than criiferenì:ia'becl b7
tlie süral-l- Creviations in te:..:¡u-re" Lihe those
.l-ir.sf, ¡,lt,r:1.Ês ôn rlrn*narcnlrì n .r-nj_¡iS Cgfiailf.f II O U r\-U.Vvi-VÙ VI¡ 

-erfv 
¡JV 

)¿ u, r¡r¿v _7¡

peculiari ties had assert,ed, themseLves in each
cf ihei':,, n¡-sierious in '¿ireir siEuificsnceo."
Ceveloprnent, ',,tent on; and su.ddeni¡. character
and fate becane reaCable as ihe feaNures con-
nected Lher,iselves to eacir other"

.."tnl;' thal ap.eared i¡itich 's¿.s a]-read" in-
visibl¡''cra.ced in ibs la;'ers. There was so.;te'thirg 20
urlcar.ny about i1," iÍe cån but becone r^"hat wc åre"ooo

"lte ar:e ínirodu-cedi i;o his religi eus víew of l-if er if it can be called

thai" in his ccnversaL-ion .iih 3ld f,ir" i'lar.vey:

rii;ha'r, is cleath? Üan you t,eU ne?"
trrielJ-rrr .jchn Ettiot mused, irjie cease 'Lo be.u T suplrose.lr
rri'lonsensei " ol-cl i,r" i-ar'vey brist,l ed-" rilioi"' ca.rl 1Je celse
to be, ieli ne tha.tå lio',.¡ can I cease to be r?r'

rrI dontt kno¡,r¡. ?erhaps1;hereîs e fut,L¡ï'e IiÍe. Ferhaps
not,ir I¡or .jchn L-'l-lioi hacl re-l-apsed -intc doubt'

20¡:" t n .!o'Íe, Çq.f: De.Llll:iìïeeçl, Ì"iac;rÉÏl anl L9?-8' 'P" L35.
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fiThere ntusi be" DoriBt Íou think so? Say ;,-es, dllio't å'r
lrTes. 

" . 
¡i

¡!lìhe r¡ I.::e olcl ::ar exc.l_a-j:.red, iius:ring ìti::: ar"la¡- ",;irh
hls elbor"¡, rrllou jusi saíd tiratå You cìonsi: beiieve
ii, yourself å 

¡'

i¡f do::r?N knor¡¡, -'l cLon?t knol'¡" I have ry doubts, Is.le
¡I-ira¿;s had rr¡' doubt,s. I'ú v.¡ould;rrl do to tel-l- lhe
-,¡nr:n l'cf.aeq ll

ir'jhy noL?rr ihe other asked-" rrTel-L rne ihat. i"'th;r no'r"?r!

",¡-1, helps i,o lceep Nhen in cïder, rrJohn ¡l1-iot said"
tiii euard- anci punishrn-::rt" rt

ooo90ø

"ichn 
¡l-Iior. cl eared- nis Lhroat, írItl--'- tell- ¡'s'-r.rrl

he said, "Ir ;.s¿ '.¡arb io believe |here 'ì s a. '.¡ay"'!
llEh?rr flie other nan ur-ged. rÍTell rte" i+uj-ck, Tel-l- nie,rr
r¡Gel a. fe',;;'ou.nq peo-)le togetirer in yonr oidl-l iror'-se ard
lel; then sing h¡nnns,rl

'áGc onl lloin' shor¡i-d that help?" ^,,Ii"r Llonî | lmor:t" Ib r"¡orked l'¡i-Lh l:ie"!t".-'-

;r¡. exbe¡nal confj-ici; ¡,¡ìrích is d-evel-o¡ed j-n Lhe novei in acld,i*

LÍon bo lhe other corrf-Licis is that betv¡een -ì:he vierr;s of John ¡illiot

anC tÌrose krelC b.y sorue of ihe

of cne¡s 'l iving. John -llioi,,

siior;l-d eerir ìris Ceii;' bi'ead- bv

tr¡ier.r r,¡¡s hold br¡ i-he Vanbr.uilcsr¡vrv _J

urrnonds in Qqr .Dgrlf-9gggd"

next gene::ation co:rcer"nin¡; iire earning

I ike :¡ha Sn¡ldi no- helì er¡acì i-,ha.i nia.ä

'.'¡orkinc .ìn f.hn sn-i l - Th¿= o''r,'.r:site

in l'n.its of bhe ljarl,h and by the

iíith reference io ihe above eonflict a:rd also r,i'bh reference

io Ell-iotËs visit io the ûr'mond-s in irinnj-ne;¡ I feel ''t,hai liilioùts

reacLion io the Ornond househol-cl r¡iih iis lu:crl:ry and- affluence ås,

in reaJ-iì:.., Grov€rs reaction'co'¿lie affluence and }-r:rur;,r o-f'cÌrose '"+ii;h

l:hoi:r he can ín contact, in r.i¡"*tipeg - the comu¿irai;ir.¡e l.real lh ancì lu:.r.r¡,.,

?1 ----*jj?;Coe pl)s i¿)U-1.5Z"
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fh,:'r, is, in reþ.ii,on to his oi¡n pcvei"i¡' enci prir¡ai'ion" Tire Cescriir*

tioä oÍ ihe Or'rnond, house ancl the 53¡v.:nl,.5'.','ou-l-d see¡l'io be sorLeçdrat

oui of keei;ing -"¡i'ch iÌle household- of a ullíversii;r pr"ofessor: eveir in

.i:itose -bi:nes .,¡ritir the princei-y sal-ar¡r of 'chir"c¡r-six hu¡rdred clol-Lars"

-l suspeci iira'b Grove 'in ihese Cescripiive passages is e;q;.rressin¡¡

hi s ::oinal-rtic r"ier+ of iire lif e of tne rich r,'¡hich he was able to ex-

perience only iu his ch'es¡n 
"'ior'l-d 

and' i-n ìr-1s'""nritir4zi 
^Q 

corrs-banLll¡

re-ij-r¡e,J the past fo forget f,re f ai'l uve of ihe drea::r oi' fhe fr'¡-ture'

r,íhe1,her ire re] ived ihe acLr-¡¿ll, ¡rasì, ot" otr-l;' a roinanj;icized viei.'r cf i;ire

pa-sL we clo noi: lçnc-n¡" Ðtfc ín Lhe passe,¡1es desc;:ibing his visii to

iii.s cl;r-uËilj:ert Catirleeir, in i';'i ¡1¡ipeg the reúit;' seexls t'o va::jrsir:

Á' t'efl d-isiinguished-looÌ<ing iir'dy' clad -r-n Íu-rs'
,sr.,¡e!L dow'l upot: hin"

ljl the;'e is a;-rylhin¡q else you need, press ihis
buLion.

oÔ¿o6 øøê6øèø

lr0ne of lhe ¡taicis.'i
rrüne of i;hem?tt he aslced sarcasbicatty, ¡rlìoi'r niany

have you?rl
n'1¡.u*. rt22

ihe coní'l rcì, Ís brougÌrt cu'L as Joirn Eliíot s'Lands irr the iiorary

of 'L,he O::ntond hot-rse:

rîfdo,¡¡ aild. Lhen he stood at íhe "'rinC.ov¡ and looked
out into i;he t¡hirl-ing snor'r and at ihe gr"e;r sk;y

r,¡irich was rrisi-.ble only through i;he tra'ue::y of the
leafless, bl a.cit 'ncughs of the enornouls el.:i irees
r,,'hich siocd. in fronN of the hou-se. These trees

- ./'
_{c_]._9", ir" ro4ê



T,{ere bendi-nq a:rd sira-íghieninq, tireir Lops
being iashed, b;r a íurious ,,,"i-nd. iju-L in 1,ha'¿

huge ani rn.:ssiveì-y built ho'*se uothing bei;rayed
- not even a i'rhistling a.¡rd- rnoaning nole * tha-t a
b'l izzard was stalking over lÌ:e open prairies.

Eei:eatediy Lire old ¡äan shook his head. :;ith
his :únC-8s eye he sat.," L,l:e dr-r-g-ou|s, íhe sod.-cabins
of recent seì;tlers in the Saslçatchet.'an hills; and for
the J-'irsi: tlqe in his life he Nhought of povert;' r,u"ith
å'ff ecLi6n. 't 

/-)

tale:" lhat evenin¡: ¿.f d-ir¡aer fhe o'cher side of fhe conflict is voiced

hrr rlr'i-h'i a¿n"

til,'t c.arl! t al",r- be farners, faiher.rl

itCerl 3t we?¡t he a.sked a:rd subsicì.ed." ¿s a rûeiiier of
f,act'bhis doc'Lrine ?.ras rpÐosed to al-l- his insiincts",..

rll supÞose trotrrr he added. Tilen i;orlçing hi-itseir
ìntn ¡irr¡er nsel * r'^-^ L^ !-^-1 '^ feact io hìs environ-

-)**1!t -LJ. llri ¿iA¿ U'J

merit, rrriu'L I$d l-ilce to see a child oi mine choos:-:rg
a manls r^¡ork at least,rr

¡rThe spirit of the bjmes is cornitercía-]-urr \,úoodrolnl said"
l¡Comnercia.l-årt John Elliot e>ploded" t¡IhaL lnea^nse dontb
make a thing, Sirave a l-iLtle piece off ít '¡¡hile you are
handling it3 'lhe spirit of the tinreså The spiri| or
nonsenseå r¡

Ì,;oodrow nodded his head" i'Ïes, The spirit of
the times iq,to hunt the most pleasure .;dnile dodgrng
hard. vrork.tt¿4

lifter his sudden departure from his da.ughterç s homc Johtt

lllliot' la|er analvzes his actíonst

irråhy had he been so deeply antagonísed by v¡hat he
had seetr in the city?

Because, within his ov¿r: seed, he had Ëeen ê.

departure fron 'Lhat great pirrpose. Becau-se hio owtl

- 
ä, ÞÞ. L72, L73"

2h.,. . .'lÞid. e p" L77 "
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rhj-l-d. and her chosen husband saw fhe end- cf,
their lives - ií' they sa1'¡ any a'L al-l- in a¡trat

he consid.ered i;o i:e inesseni;ial-s" 'iÉha.i vrere
pctr-itics, r"¡hat were the acquisj-iion of wealth,
the striving after h:inlries * r',¡hat v;eve even so

caJ-l-eC science and cir¡ilisation in ccn¡:*;'ason vJatn

that greater, nobler end:the ha:rditrg or,r of Låfæ and
the living oi' tti*t life in the 'rserrrice of Godrn?

eìni.piræ ï'ose and fetl : kings a:rd, high pri-ests
s'i:rove -'r¡ith eack æfu?*ew3 'Þr&rs ?'Jere fought t rippleo
on the sea of life. Undernea.thu deep dovm, that
lif e åbself v¡eni on as j't had. gone on Ín ¡ibrahams s

timec ihe le"ltd r¡ies 'úå|led to grow our daily bread'
¡¿::d. this lrle, che life of i;he vast majorrty of men

on eari;h, was Lhe essentiel Life oi' a-11- rnankind',
The ci'o¡r r,ci-th ros m¡-lli"farious activities r¡ras norn*
ing but a bub'r:le cn thai sea"

He was p;'uud oe oeiongl-ng *t o ihe hrd'den grtund-
iriass of the :"ace l'¡hici'r caffiecl on essentj.ai basks, no
rnatter under v¡he"t foy"n cf gove.rruceirt,u no mait.er uncl-er

l',"hat concli-t,lons of cli*mate a::d soil: he had lived
and nultipJ-ied; ire hacl grokmå creat,ed'u not acqu-i-red
hÍs a¡icl his child.ren$s da:i-ly breadc he ha-d served
God"

Dee;th? Grass grerd¡ and v¡as troddw' down' Ì{a:r
.rrra.Ê born¡ livect ancl had to die, I iring on in his
child¡en and i:r the exampte l';hi-ch he had set" Bet-
ween birth and death, in that short s¡rell of life,
i;here r,*a.s in addition, Lhe bl-essing and. good gif't
of hmian conparionship, side b¡r side on an endless
rûad., 'i{hy r+as he af-one? He had been desertedl
llis ov¡n children hed deserted him.

tihence his arrger vrith Cathleen? . ' o

To his eye it appea;r'ed that she, CatÌ"åeen, r,'¡as liko
a fleld. in eternaJ- faJ-L-oi¡¡. Irl her= all his ci'rildren
seenecL to blend* aTld all were sNcrile' o 6 ø

He hp.d. fai]-ed in the achievement of the second
dre¿,ra of his }ife" Half the purpose of his uìrole
existence Ï,rås gÕne. i{ís children -r'Jere scatt'ered. airer
t-oro provinces of this country; ti'rey had freed thenselves
oÍ the paternal z"uie: they i'rere rebels in the house of
theír fatÌ:ert their ai¡ns r¡ere no| i'¡hat hie airns had
been, Their lir:'es v¡ere evil-; their iives were ehaos;
en¡t {-hp¡rrrh r,-tr-^i - 1i r'^-ê hi S OVft f+aS ChåOSn<)¿l-liL.L Ullå U L,[Brl Lr]M-L II v sð9 rr¿'

Desmond Paeey i"n his book, i¡r'ecterick Phiiip Grove, has 'rakevt

a elrapter to assess ür-rr Daily B*,*g4.; he stales thai this book is "perha.ps

t5{þ¿g"¡ Fp" Lgae L1L"
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'rhe most complet,ely satiofying of

base this decision on sone of the

It l-ras i:r addi'bion, a
coherence than an¡'oÍ
possible exception of

The si¡ri.e 'i s^iir'ruer;
at)penef,ratr-ngô

26Ðesmond

27-=. --'JÞl*" ¡

)tl
-lÐ-49. ¡

?a
a9å8" ¡

)A
al I nas ÐcoKs, ,, ne seeas

fol-Lo"u;ing el ement s :

grea|er deg:'ee of f'ormaå
hís other nor"relsq-with the
-!gg-*QçOgr_e.ti-o-qÐ " 

" /

the characterizatiosl Íiore

So the nove]-^ends, r,-ith a bea.utiful sense of
eornnleÈion 

" 
<Y

Fe,r be it fron me to d.isagree trith ,oace¡,-ss ev*Juati on of Nhe book,

bul I d.o feei '¿hat he ba.ses his cleci.síon on the ',',rong eler.,rents of

t}-le nor¡el. I feel that Pacey tends to ç'ì-ece too greai en enphasis

on conclusåons; he seems to f eel 'chat to be successf,'uå a concl usíon

nrust have a grea.t finatity about i-t; he wou,Id have crítieized lbsen

for leaving probi-ens u::soh'ed in his problen pla¡'s, and he uould

have praised Shar+ for seeni-ing i;o present solutions to a-l-l his thesis

d.rame.. Pa.cey wanted -{fgit--qf -t"il-e -4gq!} to conclude v'rith the death

of åbe Spalding; he feel-s that i;he conclusion as it stands is v,m'ong;

ire probablT liould critícize the Promethean lyth on the sane grounds.

îo he.ve taken fruilc q[_tþC_4_qr!!i io Pace;rts suggesteC conclu-sion rverld

irrrra rlaq-¡.rn.'e¡ì t.ì^^--Õ-hì-¡i^^*.1-,.-hei¡zi-,ie fler¡elÕl)tnent, Oi Nifg nOVgI . He11<l,V U UÇÞ UI UJ çU- UllV irlcÊilI¿r rUçl¡U U¡¡q:rQU¿u qçv eruC¡i:

¡nakes the same criti cism of lhe Yqkq of- lllg - Nha',, ls, of ihe eonclu*

sion, ¡¡,i:ich can be interpneteC qurue differentl}t frorn Paeey? s viei'Í of ii.

P:na.. ¡'eodapi nÞ Èhi i i n Gn,rr¡a Hrropqnn I q/, { Ìr /,ti¿ sevy ¡r¿+¡v Le¿ vL ¿\r';g L /^l)g rv6 aj-vo

P' 48.

n I.'ÅYê +'r ø

ÌJè /)ø
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I aJ-sc cì-isagree r=t,h hrs suggesii on about 1,he formal coherenee

nf' l¡r.r iJ:ì'j r¡ lìr.p¡rì: l fì n¡ i,h¿ ¿:^nlri -i.aef.rræ¡l r¡lieftf OÍ Ff.UiiS Of-uL .w_u4_ _e-g:l-+¿_:l Ë_s!1, ¿ ¿lr¡q u¡Äv s¿ eL4 s jrçv

-!bLE-gS!h lar Lnore sa¿r-srying ther thaL oí 9ufpeÀtf-$äËg4' J

think that Qgå-¿q.ll;Lëfçgg being en earlier no\rel cl.oes not ref,lect

the ctari'by of visj-on and unc narmony ol lrisj-on a-nc1 stvucture that

Grove acnreved. in the lasi: or his prairie ncvels, ågg!ÞA*9Å:!þ9

$-erlþ,"

Starting as i[ dces ha-1f way through -r,he líf e of the herc:

Ç-Ufj]-efå}1*Þfgad C-oes no'ú lerrd ¿tself 'to the conbj'nation of strtr-c*

tu-re encl chara"cterizai;ion Nhat wer"e erenpliÍj ed iir fqu-i$S -qi-.tÀq

ågf:!b, ir: -r^fnich book ihe eh::onol-o¡;ieal account of the career of Åbe

eoj-ncid.ed, r"¡ith the deiail-s of ihe pI-ot, dev'elopmenL. rtt the iurning

point of that novel both 'bhe pl-ot and. the cha:"acter of ¡rbe ha"<j.

reaclreC a crj.sj.s" In -Qt¿L*Ðèa]y_lfeeé to a certejn extent ihe crisis

has been reackled. when the boak op,ens; however, r sup-lose that one

could argue that ther.e are sorae i¡rciCents about :iiid-r,ray thrc ugh the

book tha.t could be taken as turning poi-nts in the career of John

,Ðliot, I feel that perhaps ue are i:o interpreL Nhe <leath of

I.iartha as the definiNe turning lroinN in the novel, although at a

mu-ch leter s'bage in the novel ihe cleci siorr by John El-lioi to leave

the Orrr.ond! s house in r;i:l:ipeg rright also be used as a defini¿e

crisís in the 1i:ie of 1,he hero and therefore perhe.ps in- the strr-rciure

of Nhe not el itself,

If i,¡e consid-er the novel to be unifj"ed abor-rt the central-

the,rre of i:he inabiìit¡¡' of John -illliot to realize his seconC dream,
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that of having his childïen sett.led a¡orïrci hin jn a pairis;.chal-

eiltpìl.ee tiren I feel Lhat the turning point'.;,ould occur at i'lnaieveî

morneni: iohn ,ltrlliot reaJ-izes thai ìris drea:n has sfarted io crimble"

Thì-s nay have occured on iiie d,ea-iÌr of l'lariha oï' aN sever&J- I ater

places r-n the novel,

Ily the titne he vias sixty*five, John Elliot r"¡as well. ar'¡are

that there l;as l-it,1,ie possil¡iliL]' of ìris clream being reef-íz'ed'

¿ series of atfaclcs on his dneam ce"'rie fron 'L'¡io ca.useñå

Nhe d.z.olzght of l-9lJ+ a-ncL the ouibre:'"i< of r+a¡ i-n 'i,he sa:ne year. r'r"om

'Lhese tr,¡o ca-uses a. series of fi-¡e l¡eårs of dise.sters cai-ne No sh¿ittev

Elliotrs d-r'ea:t.l of reu"-if ing Ìris f¿:'-iil-l¡ a'bout hi-n' Ihe lranJ-eys

*runbieci und.er å lnor-l-nfåir"r of debl anCr left the d'isbrict io li",re in

ii'aulk¡or, the area. to rrhicl.l irlorma:r haf, recenfl¡r rnoved. .{rthuÏ en-

.¡.isted. in the anqy and eventuaJ-ly 1,Ìädj kill.ed. Iilorman married wil,hout

iell-ing iris fafher" The i"i¿:rvei¡s folLorrred the Branleys No lraullinor.

The Slatel.vs h¿d movecl to i¡r|tish Cotu'lbia ,ro¡here Fred worked as a

Iabourer". John iunj-or" rnoved No i"ianitoba'

L-lu:'ìnG these happenings John þltiot bece::re a núser; he s1:en'L

less and less on rua'i:eria*L needs a¡:cl continued lo -r,¡ork årld make money

rirÍch he saved.. ÀIoag l^rj-th bhis devel opmeüt, a-< a ::li-ser Jolln Elliol:

be1an -io Cree¡r again:

il^-¡err'¡-¡c'nf.l rr ; ¡i :.h f.ìri c r'ìei¡,ol nniccni. 'lì 
q i irnervvÀlv ql f çi ru¿ J,

I { f'e ì¡or¡n i.n hc ,'laln-ì npi.ed n¡¡ p sønrpf. ¡'lrì rrf-ìl{-e'T'*
¡:i ç L'çõ)c.1 i uv uu uul--:-qseu v,/

frrl "i nn:i 'r 
c. esne,r..i el I r¡ ¡ ff.er John had left " " " "r çL! ¿vr¡ó! :jj
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T'ìie I oir3ing 'u.ti-ì cir bec¿ine y';ignant,-so
i:oignant i,haN if e,fíecNed hin like acu.te
ilo:.re*sici:ress * i"as -ìndefi-ni-te ai firsi,. 3uí
slcr^rL¡r i t took s.hape in the f orm of a d-esire
fc see once nor€ ê. he,p--¡r hous;ehold as his ol;::r
h:rl l¡oen n attpy'l.ar nf : naní.iin;' a6c 

"
çêøeoê
ììr'+ i n-o¡r¡i lr'ì r¡ ¡q i-Ìri q c.i¡o¡f. I n'J Llu l-ns€-ls-].u'J ¡ *- -*- --i-j,1}ng Ef el';
rrrrnn lri r¡ tìre f eel i n,: r',-iri eh h ¿ll-l tornented liiE
diri.i nø i.he i q.si, rrr++l ve rrêâ?s rlenaf"teC : tl-les *r ¡. -iì

f eeLLn,¿ bhat, his lif e had ¡'everted to chacs.
{,,nce r¡ore there seeiled. io be soÍe pur.tÐose in
ïif e, sone ain" 'fhat airir r\ras to asserirl e hj-s
chilCreu abont hj¡ one day, to see iheirr
t,crøether e.pin: i;o feel once llÌoT'e that t,his
r.rr- l.'i o î,¡-¡i -ì r- hiS Seed to r l¡f-ti:rl y eS 'Cltei -.r,
sta.r's i-n hea.ven, a0

äoi+ever iir-i s nei.¡ cirea.rn i_s, of coursej cojtti)ierüelw urrea_l_is-

tics John xliiot ires f,ailed in his ar,rbitior: of being an Abrêh¿n,

and lìås t,aken orr iile characteristics of a Lear. I{e is in his ciot-

age and lnakes Lhe e|eirna.l. nj.siake, of ìravii:g ihe i] i-usion tira'u Ìris

chil-d¡'en r,¡ill lii,'e accord-ine to his cÌ"icice for ih-;n ând not accord-

ing Lo -i:heir oiç:T decisicns for '¡hernselves. He is condendieC 'Lo the

eNernal fra.ged;' of the Lears of this uorl-d; he iras lived" to '.rrovicle

for h-ì s î,,rmi I ¡¡ and ri-i f,h f.ha hnno nf bei rrc srrrror:nd aci lr¡¡ hi s i¡,ri I -r(ã,r+È.y s¡i¿¿d

onl¡r [6 see i,hat faaily br'ea]l u,c and inove e'!."rå:i, î-T0-L the ho;iesiee.d"

T-^+ ^-.1 ^¡ -^^^^+-i -.^ +ì.-i ^ ^-i +,.-+-ì ^.. -h..r hÕÌ,-i- - rL^ -h^^+ 
^4" +t.i *^LrlS ueAil. Of A.CCepl, I il[ 1,flf S SILU¿L¿Orl ëJltl iile.óJ-'l j une ÐeS L Ol. 1,fl I IlSS¡

John -rl-liol e.tteu.ots lo aci,'ieve his drearr slubbornl¡¡ and rriih ¡reei

diamage to hinself,

2tt^r*c;ço ir, Grove, !ftåAeå1¿_:i{qt, l'.acnilian, L928, fr.21"3*l+L,



ti..,\

ije becones in ihç -i,ast Pe-r-t oÍ

fi-g'"r,::e; ùilrs siage j-n i,he deveio':nenl'

begins l'Éth his l-etLer '¿o ;iocdro-v¡:

ihe bcck a, paihei:i-cail-;r wagíc

c,f the cha..r'acier of John ELI-io'c

¡it, laet¡ on lile follovring Sunday, 'r'he I ongíng
siuçl;' ic be inrith ti:eni * r¡¡ìr<'rther ihey dici a's he

wanteC 'i;hern io clo or not' - became so greaf, so

ô1Íel:-po1^¡er"ingi:heiLheÍou:lclapadofle'L''r'er
pop*", cleared a. ccrner of his fable* åt' t'¡as

].iNiereclagaitrasiNhad.beenbefoz'eCa"thieen
ca¡ite * and saï, do-'r¡rr '',o i"vite l9 !'Jçsl-¡61.¡"/-Y

rn. this leiter he asks ¡iooCror,,r *uo reNurn fro¡n Faulkno:: ì'c fake hi:it

t,o be i+ii'h fhe niembers of his ianil¡o 
";ho 

are setileri Lhe::'e' fi-ve

of his ¡srii¿ipiirg irine chiidren' ;:Ìren iíocdrc'"¡ veads +'h€ con''-ents

of .ohis teii,er to Jchn'ìn.l--Lo'rts five ch-i ldren a.N Fau-Lh-ror'-Lhe r-urani-

niou-s vo1;e is against his coliiirg to visi'L ihe.rn. Thq' rejec| ihe old

rlafli ihey d.c nol r"¡i-sh hii-ii to corLe bacLt'i nto rheir Lives.

/ls :;ood.row anC C¿thl een pâss neaï' Jchn ÉLliott s fa':"in i,"ioodroi'¡

makes ihe significant rernark, 'li:ear of 'ohe prairielrt lurd fron bhis

1,-i1e on that is r,,.ùiab John EtÌioL is; in aliaost every detail of his

life he foli-orr,¡s 'bhe pattern of his proioiype"

Eoo]<TilïteeofÛ.gle.i$:lggg*entiiledi¡InExile|id.ra¡natizes

the Lear i;rage.cy againsf the s'Lar.kness cí bhe c¿nadian proirie" '!s

Lea.r- noved back ano fortir in d.espera.ti on between the homes of

Goneril and. liegan so Jchn ,ili-ioì; desperai,ely -t,ries tc find consola*

j:ion b;, rrroving in i"rith Lris chil dren, ïiirsi i:e visit-q iia::y in Friiish
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üolrur.bía; rheu ne renfs iris l¿.rici at SeCgeby; ihen he ai:d-essl;r goes

to r'a.Lrlhûor. åi llauii",nay 'ne visÍis in su.ccession r,¡iNil Isabel, Giad-ys

Er.l:rü i\loï"ma-n, ìiu-'c r.'".i'l;li none of bile¡n d.oes he f¡-nd' ì;he coi-¡sole'iion i:haj; he

seeks; errer';n,;ì::ere he sees evid.ence of t'he djsinbegrai;ion oÍ Ìris ideef-s

for hi s fani-i¡¡. They are ¿l-l lirring on d-ebt*ridd.en properiy; -l,hey eJI

seern io be sirií'rless; 'they alj- seem No iack'i:he visi-on tha'l he i-lad:

;iìrorit ili-rn, tire universe seerired No reei" )ut
he sicod anci 'u¡alhecl bent on his caf-le, ¡lg stood
in a itor'ld" ,.,¡nich uas fel-ling fo ruíns"3O

lie.tnerr l.sent ic iia¡:itoba io visi'u iris son John; the e>q;erience'bhei:e

ís ju.s¡ as disiltusioning ¿is his rnisil,s id-'i;i: hís otÌrer chilcren:

ije'r,¡r¡een hii'¡L and. lire lif e of l-ris cÌii-l d'rerr a

sud.d.en C.is'rar-rce seened to have inbervened;
he loolceC aÌ; thei;' doings as he rrigiit have
looked- at f ar-a.wa}' hiLl-s veiled in pr-:rpl e

hazes"3l

ile then goes i;o visít i-ienrietta at ii'isher Lærding. ;dhil-e i:her"e

her. husbend Pete Harrington ciies" This death scene alone r'¡ith 'bhe

oj:her" tr,,o dea.th scenes in the novel, il'iose of i'iartha and of John

Utliot n-inself¡ ioring io the fore a:ro'Lhe:: probiein r'hicl'l ha's l'ro'-ibled

.Liie ¡rind. of -john ¡ill-iot throughou't, his laler life, ei-rd I think

'bronbl-ecl ,rrederick f hiJ-ii: Grove tfrrougìrouii riluch of ilis 'l if e, -oui

especially foiici,ring the dea;bir of his d.augÌrì;er, Ìea3r"

It is 1,he nrysiery of Nhe tif e after deaih, or. if noi I ife

a.fter death, the n;;:: iery of i.,¡hat, d.oes hapi:en to onet s soul afier

d-ce+.h" ,ls iire old ¡ratr sits by tire deaih'oe,r of Pete l-larrinSton

¡o1lir II1-ioL thinics about, tÌris rrryslery .¡hich l:as iroubled hi:n¡

?n--. . .j- | -1ì.1
+ rJ4!! O ç

-1

Lo:l ai ^ -

p. )a)
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'Jhe mari was leaving -bhis "o'¿orld and had alread¡;
l:alí e,rtered a:roii-le::. ile '.¡as sLa:'rdJ-ng on Lhe

¡hresholcL of ¡¡ha'ie.¡er fol -'ì-ot.¡5 " , o , Joirn ¡l I iotr s

'chough'r, , , sâ1{ with e=i;rao::dina::¡' d-isfinct-
ness thaN this inan wes preteù|eg hirn as alroLher
rrLishi iirecei-e iii:n into a darii end i,ysleri-ous l"oorn

nevelr et:.iered before. A strange cirriosiiy i,o spy
upon hi:n -booit hold of 'í:he i'+i:i'i:e-bearclecl ¡leil" ø è

-[n a flash, too, his +;hou€h'L seeineC to t¿]te a
-oj-rcl ss eye vie',+ of his l-ife ih¿'¿ w¿s pas-b " 6

cf his anger and anguish at h-is lack oí success"
il::d in the sane f.l-asl-r of ti-rough'L i^re seelrreC bo srri-p
ilirlself of ali '¡hese i;hings as i-f they drd- no1,

reall-y ina-b'ber. lìira-L solellr naitered l¡as 'chis:
',,o be read;r for t'he ne-.ci r.;ol^Id, 'Lo be prei.la::eCå

Ûn ihe oLher side of t'heN door'' iriirether as
p€rsons or troN, t¡ere Ìris i'rif e anci his oi,'n fa'ì,her
a:lC- :,toiher; e,rcl. 'lheir :lar-enfs; slld arl ihose a.llces-
iors of ìlis ',','hose b-'l-ood he had in his veins, a¡o
,,,íhose blooci he harJ, on v::riri¡il -oio-:o-riiioirs, 1;ra:rs*
triiited tr: Ìris ciriliren. :'¿rrÌ i;ìie:'ee 'Locå 

'.''¡a,s v;hai;
r,.;oul d, pe::haps ex-ol ain ihe urer'"l,1 ai-ned ancÌ inexplÍ*
cable mysieries of Lhis seemin.ql S' seirseless li fe
i-nro r,.¡hicìr ''¿¡e clrift like^birds of p¿'ssage irassing
over sore s.i,r'ange 1a:rd.''¿

;i.fLer the fu-nerat of Pe'r,e i{¿-rrington r¡ho¡n Joh:r ¿lliot had

aùnireci perha-¡s ...oie iha-,i any oÎ his o,."tr chilc.lreü, Lhe Ornonds

t¿ùce i;he olcl nan,,...'j-th ihen Lo iîinnipeg. ;,jhile iher"e he caL:r'ies

oub Lire di5Nviþ¡.¡ion of his pro¡;e::i;r in iru-e Lea'r= fashion, having

the p1.oi,.eï'i;r ¿1"""ibu'i,ed. lthile he is siilì- a]ive. Flaving Cone thi-s

.t th"oi reeliz.ed 'úhat thelre j-s nolhing lefi: for hi-rn in this lifeå

ile r,tas an old, iniliril riall of no earLìlly Lr5e6

ile -r".¡as in the .,.raj¡, änd yel: he couicl noi be
left eion*" . , ¿fr¿jd? i"lo" 'rhere \rr&s a dcoz",

JZ¿lliq, u.,:-p" 
')r:Ze 3!+3,



biack arid rqv-sbericus' :ìhai: i'las beilind"?

a fo::king oj: tì-'* paíì'rs' "¡hich pat'Ìr r';ou-1-C

be hís'i Ìia.d iie d'one i"{:a''' he ;:tu'si clo? '"ias
ì;hele an¡rihing iefí to be d-one? i'lo' uo'i'hing'
-rir did ntt toit"r iro','¡ he ciiecf i:iheb ¡lat'te:'ed-

l'ras irow he had ]ived" iioru had he livecì?
iiith one ihin;: -i ¡l viei';: lo i:ruJ-t'i,o1y the

seeC. of his li-le' 'ih¿,i he had dcne" Ì"ie had

ra.iseC hi s chi-iaren' i'io'i; it is tllue sn'¡i¡sl y as

he i¡ot:J-d ìra'¡e líkecì i:o do: they ha"d slipped' away

frolrr his confi:ol " '
liis r'¡ork l"¡as clorre' There r+as noi;hing lefi; bu-b

-i,o d.ie" ilee-i:h r+c"'lld' be uel-conLe.')

;o¡¡1 .ültiot tr<nows thai, he Ìras failed- j-n ¿L"einpting 'bo ¿chie'¿e hì-s

ic-eals; ho'r:ever, he accepts his ,crageùy "",rr|il re,3i?:,|-12'.|.ior\i he he,d.

ijonehisbesi,anc,thoughheha,s.ceendefea'Ledheha,snoibeeir

cr"u"shed.. iie has achieved a ce::Lain success; rrire has su-cceedeú j-n

carrying the banner ihus fer.¡'

Tocoini:lej;elyfi'LiheGrove'¿iertofLrageC;r¡3¡¡tilliot:

shoulcl have a. flav¡ in iris characte-r- r'¡¡rich leacls hii¡ fo the nrisiake

.içi:rich sej;s 1,he rnachiner;r of 'Lragec.y in notion" iohn ¿lliotrs tragic

íIai+ can þe d.escribed. as having i;oo selfish a vision or d'ã'e'îsli

'i6þrl :'ìl]-rot clrea¡:rs of J-iving in fhe patriarchal
lnanner r,'¡il;h his cirilcLren confortably esLabLished
on faffils a-r'oi:-nd himo)rl

r,jhen tnis dre¿n is clesLroj¡ed John úllicl

io rely; he ha.s renor¡ed his oirly purposÊ

has iro c¡r,he-r' d.reafl on r^;hieh

in 1-ife anr:l t^¡ork" Iz'oni-cal'ì-y

? 'iti

ågÈe¿l,gk-|t*t*g*t*?Y.g, P'¡'er'son 3 L9 I 2' p "LzL"'
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had. he bee,t nore lilae ,+be spalding "'gìlose dresr' hrad' nany facets

John ll liot ini.lhi ìrave i:een able io achieve scme degree oí salj's-

Íacf-i oir irr -Lhe ]-aier 1;a::t of his liÍe" ';rhen ¿be Sp'ildii'rg Tei''lz'ned

io the schoolT:ouse ai ihe end' of {ru!"!-q- q-Í'. !qç-i"ägtq iire sugges-

iiorr is nad.e'Lhat this;:ray be ihe wa¡r;ibe ril} finisir hj's lifet in

restoring i.ire clj-sirict lo its or-iEinal- sian'l-ercis oÎ prospez"ii:¡r

and. mora.J-i.Ly" Once El-l-icl-,"rs C.rean is iesuroyei ìre has no sec'lni-ary

cl-reerls '¡,o i.rorit for" "

iìa-ving been t,aken by rhe or.moncis to j'-'auiltncr, Joìrn Jl-]-ioi:

a.lÌj,jex having real-ized his posiNion f insl-ly escapes íro:n iiis ciiil*

il.r:enr s su;,:ervísion '¡o return io $e<i-geby'

Åt any rai:e he irad. gi'ren his chiiciren all-
thai he hai.. nncl ilor'i he l¡as u-sel ess¡ uiterl5'
useless. iJo'bhing rema-ined i;o be clone in ihis
Liî e'35

lie regards Sed.geby as hoile; he v¡ants to rei,urn ihere to die" Like

lhe orj-ginaL Lear he ipi<es io ihe countrysid.e in this las| pathe-bic

journey a.s he aiì;eriç-bs to escape fron his child.ren. In his i'¡ander-

i-ngs he ccÌnes or¡er ihe prairie u-niil aN one point he sees -bire Lear

s),mbol:

Iie sa-,ç Nhe soci-hu"u and
burldings of a Pioneer

35'¡ . p. G::ove, ogq !eiJI-åg.g*,

"A,-. 
. , ^¡,^-"å9L3" ' F" Jó/'o

'Lhe s1,ra 'q-l.i nß lclr
horrresieed. "ZS 

-
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The sod,*hut håS a-1-',.ra;'5 beeli i:art of his sirbconsciou-s \"ision of ihe

prairie; he irad seeâ j-'ü earlier as Ìre looked fhroiigir ilie "¡.1-nCoi¿s

of the I ibrar'}r in Ca'chleene s hor-s e nlany years bei'ore'

"':r-nalry ire reaches >edEeb;.' a:ri1 ¡na.na,Ees to enier his irorrse

ancl fall on his be,l. Threre he oies La.Ler su.rrou-nded by aii ihe

tiving tttenbers of his farúl¡'" Tn deafÌr he ha"s succeeded in bringing

'¿heil ho¡re:

f.jhen a]-l Lhose of his cllilcÌ¡'en '"rþo ueí'e in the
house had asseinbled tÌre;r looked -ruiely dor"¡n on
his ccl d siern face; and- in nost of fireni a
feelin,E rose io ihe suríace fhab ''rith hi;n 'i,he

I a.s't ìink iraci been broken ,¡+hich so f¿r had hel-d
lire nanlr divergeilb forces ai: work l¡:',i,hÍn t;he
fanily -Loqe'bher as in a sheef")r

ììhen his fe:rrll.'¡ reiurn i;o the honesiead to waich their

faiher d,ie, ihey åre confroni;ed r,åt,ìr bhe sane Cz¡"rnandias s¡-nbol i;he.t

h,:ri i ns¡-i red Gror¡e i,o ì-¡epi n i,he tn'iíinE of lrui is of the ilartir 
"

The once prosperoì"is-looking fav'mhouse is iuelJ- on iLs -i.'ä.)r t9 -¡hs

d.ecay i^lnich colours nuch of lirove?s i.¡ork. No sooner does nlan finish

his rçork rhan signs of decqy se| in" The house at Sedgeby is r'tel l

on iNs ';t4)¡ to iis reLurn'uo'bhe soil rùen lrll-ioi dies:

't'lrer¡ r.¡er-e:rnrrifierì i¡hen i.ìre¡r s¡.i..{ lhe house.f,¡¡eJ

The l,rind,oï.rs were broken i.¡iihou| ¿rny exeepti on

" .,ll-aci< spofs on the pråirie about the
hn:rec en¡rerecl r.i t'.,r ehe.rcn¿'l - r*e¡'e egidgnCe Oi
Lhe facì: thai: ca,np-f1::es had l¡een -Lít there

" , tlie room in l.rhich tireir faiher lay r.ras
n,rar tn I-ha ¡.rinÁq. :-nrì ætra'ct¡t-hin- jn i{- r';¡oLru(il1 ut¡ ul¿ç uJrllLrÞi dlLr uvu!J !Itlrrð ¿rr JU trqJ

coated with dust a¡d chaÍf.Jó

rr]=9.+9., p" JYU"

?a--,.
'".å91ë'p F' jóV '
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rn ü_i¡q:qa_fly_:aq.qÉ ¡'r"eCerjck i'hilip Grove iras reveaJ-ed

another vision of Lhe ririrror-inS oÍ'the tragie qu-al-ii:;' oi',,he

u-ni.¡ersal reactícn cf manki-nd to l-rre" He has once aga^in p)"r:.tr:ii

againsb ihe 1:r'ime.ral- setting of i.he Ca.nadian prair"ie a tragic

'-L'ita,n coml:ound-ed of rna.ny characterrs¿ics l'¡hich this old ne:r¡

John -lliot lias developed rlnile livi::.g Ín i;he inind of Grove"

I'jov¡ thal he is deacl íotr according to Grove thrat is r"haÍ: happeirs

v;hen his creat'ìons aye eonilitted to Ðapere we câ:1 observe hÍm and

',¡atch tire nany faceis oÍ bhat old man ¿Ìlpeâr, incluCing the co¡nbina*

i;ion in one rn&n of the arehei;rpal s¡rrnbcl-ism of bclh åbræhals a.ncl

Lear"



CHi¿-TiH iV

SEfi'Iii.B"S (,1¡ T'l{E IllÍP,SH

t'rederick Philip GroveFs first no.rel to be pubtished

l^ras SeltLers of the liersh" In 1925 i.'iren it v¡as pubtrsned ir,s

recepi;ion was arrything but favourable frorn the pubiic ol thÕ

tanadian t"¡e6t v.*Ìeree among other fhÍngs, l-ú r¡úas banned frcrn tire

shelves of the ,linripeg Pui¡lrc Libra:'y. Hov.'e\Fer¡ '¿here t'.'ere

Íavourable revíevrs of i;he bool< by several reputable li'fera:"y

'ioi:rna,'s ,sÍ, the +i-'^ ^*r ï ;"ì-'r iL soner+hat drrlicuLi to wrder-Llvu¡¡rt+r U!1!Ç¡ 4ÅU J !!lg

sLand l+hy ihis novel- has not' prrven to be e verJ' populal' book

among the reading public"

B¡r piecing tegether materiaJ- from two sourees one cêri

learn a'cout the genesis of this fascinating l'rorir

ef fiction; the tl,io sour(los are bhe references incluCed in Ie
Seeqçh _q{ jgyq_qlf and the manuscri.pts of ÐetJLeqç o:[--!be -]1¡aqsh

in the Grc've Coll"ection at the University of j'ianit,c¡ba"

In Ìris au',,obíography, I¡i_ åee.Lc.h_çf_-lkggk[, Grot'e

to the fact, that Ìre was -ur'orkÍne on $ettlers of t'he j'farsh

t.ho noni nrì in I al 7 r,.hen hr+ r'¡es tea.chi:rp et Gl_adstOne and

-øa.s 'i:eechÍng at Falnou-th"

refers

d: l r.,i lr o

his wife
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.åe ! i-f_eq q*=-Õå -! h_ç l',-qq s-Þ b e * arne an o b s e e s í o n ;
though i plarned it aì: ì"he tine as it içes
r.rirten iater ofr as a tril-ogy r,i-tlt the
title Pioneersu¿

G::ove again refers io this book -l"rnen, iv¡ 1jJ-9e he was teaching at

.äd.en and his r,rife i+as attendång i\Tormal $chocl in Ï'jinni¡;eg" ltcClellerrd

and Ste'¿arf. haci accepted"

quole Grove:

Over Prairie Trai"ls for ou"'olice'tior¿ anrl. tc

There fcl]-oru'ed- a fet¡ nonths of amazing
fer'tility" . ø a

Simul-ianecu.sly I resketched and J-argely
rer,¡rnte- dui.i nc f,h¿-¡t, srrrino. îoiir oiher ï:ooks;
the iiLLle vol-r¡rLe r+hich t¿as to e"pÐeêr in L923
und er the titte Tàc*Åura*oåL¡*e .Iq"tr" though,
so far the iitle essay reneinea. r:nwritten;
the book -ro¡nich I cal-ied adolescence and 'ç.¡hieh

in 'l9j¡. appeaved under i;he title The Yoke of
'i i f o. i}rp Tlsi I r Rl'-e¡d " nnrì {-.hnf. i.pr.t"'ihl a thr-,",e-!J¿v+ vu.¿ ¿.rÁ¿.1 s¡vÉqt

volume norrel wÌrich i cal-l-ed llq$*_eI:q anri of
v/nich a garbleci exLraci was to appear ín L]2Jo
under the tii,le of one of its parts, Þet-cleqq
ql-!æ-l'!eLqb"2

Follor.ring this, in aboui; the ¡'ear L92Ae Harnsur:Îs Q:ct¡tli

of the Soil appearecl Grove r,,rites of this: {i

Perha-os no oNher book has had a more
¿*¿isi ve influ.ence on the for¡ru-l-ation of
rr-Ly theories. I'or the ,ronenN its effect on
ine 1^ras so grea;L ihat I shelved nçr ovlll book,
lMggee, unfinished' r'L seenied to rne th¿.1:
ija:nsu¡ had Cone what I had atbempì,ed. It is
characterisfic of my v,:irole atiiiude tcr¡ards
l"¡hat I came tc define myself as arl, that I
considered it enti:'el.' ul::recessårJr to fin-i sir
a book the subject' of r"¡hich had been success*
i.lr-l I t' darl'i-. r,'ith hv pnnf,her- ','h.i$ bool; is not in-

1..*t". ;" Gz'ove, lqåearq:r of i':]þgl=!r ilacrril-Lan,

2...-j! ", þ,). 35L, 35?-"
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val-id-ateC b;t Lhe fact ihat I resi¡rned the
boolt a'r, a laNer stage. T cane tc lhe con*
clr-rsion ùha.Ì. rry aiin ha-d, afler afl-e been
íundanieni;alir¡ diÍ'fereni i'rc¡n lj¿nsunr s.
in l{amsunt s book i cane lo see a 'ching i
abhcred, n*lel;,', r'o.:ra:rL-icisn; uàich tììeans
essentj-eli;rr a viei+ of life in 'rlnich circulr-
stance is conquered 'oy encieavou¡' anly i'i
end.ear¡or::r i-s aj-Cei. b¡r ihe deus ex nachi ira"J

inç al.

-a rrrn 1,ne r'e-Li. or' 1922 -¡;iien ooth

f,den SeNilers in fìie ir.iarsir rcas

Grove ¿¡rd Ìris i,¡if e r'¡ere teacÌr-

s[il]. in iNs th::ec volume foyn:

.d}r this tiile ï he.,i cr-.anged l.y lrind aÌ:out l{a:nsri::rs
Êqql:ryq g! lhq Þai;l,; Ii no J_oi:¡5e:" appeayecl to me
c::re ci 'l,lre efelnai bcoi.;s; ncr did iis ul-tii:rai;e aj.tiL
âliJr lon,gsr seeiÌi to 'r:e Lhe s¿ine a-s trinç"

C ons eq.uenr, J-y, :le-!,1_is.ri s _gl* "'vþ -e*iier qh was ûnc Ê
nore faìiini; Jlossessior oí :rie. rt lr¡as in ihet Jtezrsin i;lre sufuÌ1er of Lc)?-ju su-bsequent io our firs.t yee.r
at RapiC Cit;., th¿"i l- fin:-shed jW ,¡,¡ork on j-t, apari
from 'che ruihLegs cutting*dcr,n i'b received. i:wo ¡rs¿yg
I ater"

,$ínce a. rjìeåsure oÍ detaii nay fÌrrow sone l--i glrt
on Nhe s'uor¡r I have to 1"eli, Ì,he stor;r of a conflict
beiv¡een r:raterial and spiriiual ihings, I r¡¡il-l actd a
l¡r'ief a.ccount of hov¡ I cane Lo take thaj"nook urr
agaLn,

,ie had., in or-rr car, gorre to a. snaJJ , r-urfrequen"r,ed,
but narvellousl;r fine-sanded 'r:eacl on Leke lJir"r_rlitru*,
souLh of Lfre ior,m of l:iatlock, Nhere io snencL fire holi-
L/-C.-i' Ð o

0n# ,¿ð.yr r.¡nile goíng about m¡- Lasks, i_n .t.he mosi:
l-e-i surelir tiâ.;r¡ nry rni-rrd began to rmi-ve ai:out, that
book, LiS:æefS; al firsl in a de'ì;acJied, al_nost ironic
,.!2),s as if iL aeyef_y conce::ned ne ê.nJ lon¡;er; as if',
ind.eed, iì: beLon3ed anon,-, ¿l're other jlol_iies of üiy
j¡oiiNir. I ha.d been aN i,¡ork on the book since LgL'7,
durin,S fhe fal-l e"nd winier of i;ire jonÊ, Cz'ives overprairie i:raiJ-s; a.nd in I92C, in i;ha.L natvel"lou.sJ-y-

3JÞ*g' , P" 35"
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f::uiNfr.il spr'ì-ng, r he.ci ',l-orliêd i+u olLl" As oi
iis o,."¡n accotd-, that snrJ-ug, i.L..s rrpa.irernß,

¿s r cal-i 'i-l;, had energed" Bui even -Lhen one
scene haC defied il'e - ihe scene between Clara
¿¡ci Ì"iiels i';Ìricl:, in the lale:: ,,rublisheC version,
occupres Ì)ages 231- t"o ?-l:.1+" r ha.cl seen clearly
,¿htt these t'¡io peo¡le had to Ëa¡r ¿" eacir other
l''"l'iert, aN I asL¡ -'rÌtelt 5'1,6od face No íace on ihe
rock-bo'r,i,o¡ri oÍ ì,heir h'¡nan uetu:'e; but sol¡lehor¿
ï had í¿rjl-ed- Lo see ju-st irr:r,r they '.','¡1¿d say it'
It nay 'ce siü1:ler" if -l sa"l' 'Lhet I Ìrad been a-fraid
of tack-l-ing the sceneo . " I Nhou¡;hi oí how ii had
""rorked ibself ou'L, slor"rl..' inevi't,a,b11r; íor ihe
cerlral fi gure, niel s Lind"stel-i, reached Íar back
íni;o the cast, to a sr¡nrrei: day t/nen in sor¡ie l-iil,le
l-ake -in i'jebrask¿ or South llakota I had had a. sr'd,rr
riNir a young St;ed-e r,^,'ho¡ Íot' soite T"eason cr oNher,
confided ic ne ì;ha.t, u¡-r to the da¡,' of his recent
::ra::'riage, he had noi iinov,tt of the esseni;ial ciiffer"*
ence beiwee:r maf-e anc" fer¡ral-e. In ig20 r had" fi'ui;ed
the whole si,or.ri -i,ogether, se'rilirrg ii :j-nto tÌre panoraria,
rf lhe i'ia.riitoba 'r¡ush seitlernent be-i,l.¡ee¡Ì Glensl-ia æ::d

::lnaranùh" or be'br,¡een Glaclstone and l¡ei-iloulh, *. .
l*rd sudLenly here a.N Lhe -beach. , . I dontL

lînor,,¡ i;ha,f nÌanner of :-mp ii i'¿as t'hat, ¿fier a r';eek
or soe jurn;ed at rrLy ihroat anC threatened to Lhrottl e
rne un-l-ess I set fo rioi:lt, i:]ren and Nhere, r'rithoui ínr-
rher ciela;r ând,ellcusee and l+rote 'uhai nis:'inq, cent::a-l,
pivo'r.al- scene "4

He la-i;er tel-Ls of ho',¡ the boolc came to be pu-bl isl:ed " In

tÌre fal-i o'i: l jZl', he haci Ì¡een invi¡ed bo ,jirre hì s firsl, lecLure to an

a.udience of ¡iei1 of let¿e::s" rie decide<1 i.o read frcln unlu-i:lished- r,,orlc

e.ird one Í'Lern -.¡iri cir he i:ead was Lhe scene fron Se¿L-r e::s of Ùiie j'íarsh

i,.¡hich ire i:ad- r,rrii;'Len ¿it lhe beach. Grove girres ihe fol-Lorring e.ccou"ni

of wn¿i'b h,s-lrl)ened-å
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The a.ucìie:lce ''Jíe-s smal-i; buì" i-i so hap¡eneci
N!:¿.-L Lo¡'ne iri ers6, ¡he CIibor"' of R;rs¡ss11
l'ress oÍ 'ioronNo, uå.s lï'eserr+., i,ike rçose'l f
he is CLeaf ; 

-Ðr.tt he liust ha¡¡e -rrnciersiood

erlr)rLti'r -bc '¡e cìlrious. ¿iiíe:: 't,he readinË, he
asked me Ílori:he r,ian'-rsçyi1:', of Scttlers"
|:liejll jr i,lte ou_.Lco. ie 1.',3s Lh:_'r,, _i_n íhe gtlÍriìeT.
af l]Z,Ju George Ðrsran i:r'irlted iiie bocic iir
üet¡ lfor'k; a:r'l 'bhe iì;'s¡-"si1 r-'r=ess han'l-led ii -i-n
rlarada"

Ii,s -' ublical;lon beca:ne a p'LLbl-ic scardal .

iivider-rce regardin¡i i,his l¡ook in Nhe Grove

lJni rrerei f,r¡ nf 1,. e¡i i.nirn i s sl ì ryìr'¡.'l ì¡ ^-ì. r',r ci n ^' 'ì-.v.:r.!v v: o; r'.i vr i:.u:ruvuc: ¿Ð J:f,É¡:u-LJ, vultIu)ftl-;ê !, ø

in s.¡,.:k-i n- i.n .i.lra ;ìi nirz.nrrh-l nr'l .:.^..i o+-, ^1 rì.. ¡Ä-

i yl r -l-:r.'r q "

i-l¡n--l^3',1*t*9s
Na.Nive
ar:Lr:)uðf-

ûollec'lion at fhe

rln'ri < S-:lrirrìar'o

nc-iecl, ihe :fcl io'¡"*

r3f Groves s rnos'i; seilsaii onaJ- novel*eveniual-l-¿r'ío
Ì:e ceJl-ed åçËIggå_qi-!.tgjiä{Ëþ * .,.;e her¡e tr^;o
r,¡'pescri-rbs. ,r oar"i oÍ the first r..ersio'r iS
:iùssi-n3n bui; ihe final- draft is iirLact,

I belie't'e ihal al_i'bhree paris of iire notrel as oiioincl'ì r¡ nlnnnad

are r'ror,,tr in tire col-l ecNion.

liccordin¡i to 'blre noiation on i-ìox Ç of the col'l eciio'l¡ tlle

book i¿e-s to ha-re origrrre-llj' been a j-hree-book sej:ies enbitled

åeliq**r-ef, lip-lrqe{s.

ln theL, l-ox 'rire:e are iypescri¡rfs of Lhe firsi iuo booics

of "Lhe -three-book ser.ies: S=C!tlç{e qf 'che I'ìq.qs4, lhe fir"st boo}i-.

r,ias ïrf iiLen befr¿een iglT ¿nd 1923 ar:d. co'rre:'s the i¡ei:iod uc to i'iie"Ls?

¡i
- 

r; r. Do i=i s S â.,r..,rC er s, r' qpqqq q{ -r*4e äiq iggË*àg*åee-Lglf _g{t¡'fhe Grove üol1 ec-i,'ion in ihe Universi[¡ of l,la:rii;oba: A leii-
ri,valuaf.io,rrr, ad-,ress to the rnembers oi' the ãociety aL, tire
neeiÍnq hel-c ir: :i'iilripeg oir iu:re 253 L93j, p, l-1"
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rna:,;.iage, Tire seconcr bcck is eniii;-ieC iÊ-q-i&åÞ:- ,i+::Eq:i=1pe- üq+eç

and- cover.s'i:,ne siory ii,i: io the tine ir:rrlediatel*,r af-ber iire nurder'

The i,hj-rcl'cook is ir¡-issi-ng fyoriL tiris bc]. bil'" ther:e is in fhe box ¿

i;'pescript of 'bhe booit as pr-rclishecl enì:ii;leC lgq 1[ilq-i:-g1gç:Låæ

jjggglr.di¡1¿5¡r.b-Niilefl;.t'St,oxyofj,{ar"shanilE'.rshl|r¡hichisan

6croo0 uoi:rl version of Lhe p::oposed '',r'ilogy, .i:i::s. Gr.ove has peri-

cill-ed in ihe iitl-e ffi!!erç,-.qf iqrr--e- lieiãg on this b¡rpescri-¡it'" This

versio,n is daied L9L7-L92!+"

rnnysearchfor'thenenuscrit¡tsofthethr"eeoriginaJ

nslrsl s r dicl find the ha:rd.r^ri'r,ien na.l:lllBcr"i-pi cf lhe iirj'rd part of

the nove-L but I ha.¿e tio-L founå a tyDescrii:t of íi" 'ii -..¿å's i'-tiften

in five üariioba. DeparJorlrent of .Hìducaij-o;r Entra.nce E:laliine,iio;t bcok-

ieLs. This man.uscripi: covers Nìre i:eriocÌ in Nhe siory froni ine fí:le

oií the nurde:: io fhe end of lhe book, It inch:decl the de1"ail s of

the triar. I for-rn'd tiris ina¡luscripl; in an en-¡elolle in Ljox l- (new

acquisiti-ors). 'ri:e envelo?e is l-abell-ed Egg@1*A!g.L'+-+1!isg Ie il-r

111-, l-V* t,his is ihe origì-nal manuscripl' oí bgJebg*Ai_Lü9" 'Ihe

nanuscri.oÌ; oÍl the thii"cl pari of tne novel cloes cont'aj-n a chapier

ii|lerrEilen;iga;1-nrrr,¡nich is ihe last chapì,er title of the book ¿'s

published.

ûn i]ox Ç of the LlniversÍiy of Þianito'ba G:'or¡e tollection ì s

pencilì.er1 -ulie foil-o'riing noíation:

irft, S{;ubbs såys we le'c}< i,Ìle third ncvel oí'
Lafier Day i'ioneers '¡r'nich was r'riì:ten"
al so sa¡,.s the pr,rbrished åg!!M. s{-!!1e.
ldû.s ¿r. seleciion fron al-i-] "of-""-6*****

Iie
i,iarsh

6ßox g, 'i'he GÏorre Ccll eciion, Ui-rive::sit¡r 6¡ i''Íaaítobå'
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ûn .Lhe box labet l-ed i;il- {nel"i e.cquisiiiols) iher.e åppears ì;he ïoil-o""'*

ing ncNabionr

ì¡lincl osed found- Ì:;' i¡tÐ. iliens (a sister-in-
I av'i of iirs' Grove). " /

-l.n i;i-ri.s bcx .Lhere is '¡he origin-11 manuscripi of Gv"ovets Tþç,,[qbç--qi

-î.-i{g uhen eniit}ed Qgggl qpgg"ftUfi',-Lgg, ud al-sc anofher t'ypescril:t

of tire firsf book of the irilogy, ìç-t-þJ=ql:å-o-11-!,[9i19å.il., and ancl;her

iypescr.íi,:t, of Nhc second l¡ocic of Nhe tc'il*og)', ih-ilii:ir!-9iq1&9*i{}S

Irgggg" (duplica,tes oj- ii-iose in tsox 9.) in ijox 2 (recent acquisí-

.r,ionsi o:so fo'nd by iiys" ;íiens a3e,,rh¿t I ì:elieve lo be Nhe ori-gina1.

nanuscripts of pe*Lg¡:.:s*o-i !f:ç- iig{.s-ìf or Þ'a'ri: cr'ii" There is also

ä. îlenuscrrpt eni;itied þ.rth r,,hicir lale:" '¡:eeaine þq 'iga-qllQI.!]99åÆi$!9ç'

TÌre olher iwo irailuscripis are fascinating; one is s¿ùled Iþç*ih}Içl3gåg

lrgganc.tileotherisgaf.led.i,Lo4'e-gqpoIbe}ievethaLi,iresea:re
J:c¡ir earlier veysions of the t¡rpescript of ilook Ûne of the trilogy änci

fhat Pioneers r",;hich calries the sior¡r right up to ihe inur"der oJ'i{ielsB

'nrife Gla-r'a nay be the original version of the l:ool<"

I suspec'i; ihai; Grove althougÌr i:e had. å$tanded w:'iting a tri*

iory frorn the fir.st" includ.ed- lnore in ihe firsN vol,;-me than he ha¿Ì in*

iend.ed and- thai ihis íirst vohune later became rrolumes one and 'L'"¡o of

fhe 'i:r"il ogy.

?¡ox ¡t'l (ne,r; acquisil;ions), 'Ihe Grove Col-les'Låon, University
of i'iareitoba"



T base ihis cn Lhe fact thai on fhe fírsr f'eri pages oi' the

:nanuscripi enii',,}e¿ Flg,gqgfË a're nctes in peneil b;'r Grove rel ating

to ihe pi an fo-¡" ,che book" und.er. a irtle ?-_!o-ryççq,s he has listed" three

o.i;her titles: -illrs-.åg!!ler4qq!, !læ--iib+!e- ilç4g-q:!lqq flqqs-e-' erld E'4ç

-gåÊ*{g*glg. In acldilion he has lis|ed cÌra:'aclers under fouz" group*

ings: Engl-ish, Scandi.navian, Germa;t, ¿urd slav" },iany of ihese charac-

òers do nct, appea.i' rn geLtl"g-qg-ql !!1ç lieåEb as pubiished aithough

liJiels is listed. as Nhe hero. !'*hat vias ¡ncst interest'ii'lg to me t¡ere

Nhe tat¡e..Ì-Íì au.u¿¿cflt;d ¿o each cha¡"aeier indicating that å1 i t'ng chal'ae*

t,ers were Ín1;ended. to be urriversal type che.râclers. For exa:rpleu

op;.rosite cne of the åLavs is the foilor'ud*ng not'alion:

ihe careful plar:nev but the usu-al- sacriÍice
of Nhe wife to the suceess of i,he fields.a

Ii r,¡ould appear that Grove had. a gigantic plan for the r'rriting cf a

"i;ri-logy rolnich he never r¡as abl-e i:o carry oui cornpletely'.

However ín tlrese manuscripts there does lie a faseinating

story of .r,he genesis of a novel r,¡hich someone should tr¡t t'o p5-ece

together in orcler to thrcw tight on the vrriting techniques of this

mari r,ino has been a-l-most ignored by" rnoCern li'r,erar;" criticisn'

In Þp-L!Äera-oi*lh-e--l{qg'sh as published' i'¡e have, then, a d"is-

t.åU ation of three volunes cf a trit ogr eni;iffud -fu,9æ or L{LtË

!gy*P.gggåË; this nor¡e} was reviel,'ed"by Ärthw L" Phelps on Dece'nber 7'

6!', P. Grove, ååg*gre,
notes on the iirst fev"' Pages of
i;ions) of Nhe Grove Collecf,ionv

:rnr,rrl^,'ì i ehød mnnnscri nt,^ ha.ndvri-rtenallJLLUI4r¿rVs --LU-i j

thà manuscri,:t, Bo:l 2 (receni accluisi*
Uni'¡ey'sity of iuíaniioba"
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L9 2 5 in th e i:-æ-ir'çþ-q-I-'s-e-e*f-r q q-s- :

In a Ler-i;er to Sa¡nuel-:1 " !'¿J-iis oí the äJ'erson Press r;JaLson

Iiirconnel å ¡¡;r'ites:

ü¡le is iern,o-bed, to i,he statenLent' that no pen

at r¡¡ork i-n Canacla suggests the capacity' not

fi'J-rnariiy to tell- a storxr, buf .to interpret
Lhe aciuel-it';r of western prair=íe líÍe in the

*uki"g as d-oes uhe pen of ilrederick Philip
C;;; no one is crãa'i;ing it' as Grove is
cr.ee.tíng it, tl're lcind- of I i-ter-a't¡;re to -r'¡hich

orl.* gou" in orcler to get Nhe sense of iiJ'e'
of rrãn anci r,¡onen afir¡e¡ body a-ncl sotil-, of
'cru'ch r:nder foot a'rd- eYe.l

I harCl;r knol^¡',lhai to aùli::e írosL * lhe sheer'

arii*.tic po-vJeï- of l;he bool< or the sfart'lin'o;
:force of i;i:e moral- tragecly l'riiir its generie

uáili *o"o,*nt of .,, ttre /rriãtot' eli a:i rr k arthersi srr

of i,he sPi:'it'IU

This lasi published' book and- firsi lrolrel¡
SeEþf ers* =li trtre I'of sh, 1'Ias ori3inalilr pl an::red

ffir'ords inj:Ìlree vol-unes'
Äs acr'uall¡¡ r^"ri.ì,ien ii; con'Lainecl aì-'oul' i+00'00C)

-¡,oïd-s" Il was cui to 1J.OOO .n¡ords 1'o ineei; fhe

i:ubl-isþçrîs d.einarrd. j-n con¡lecNion "rith a fi"rs'c

ncvel"*

In the:'eviei'¡ by :l'rthr::= L" Phetps 1'here is a refe::ence to

the origirial Pi an for ihe trilogY:

In s1:eefting olÌ i,he novel iiself as cubli.shed PhelPs t'rites:

9¡rti.r1r" L. phelpsu rrse-tt,Lers of ì;he l:{ar"shrtt e. re"iriet' in the

rj" i'"a)-lis, IlYerson i'ress,
of üarritoba'

luianitoba r'r.ee l'fqç-g, Decernber '1, L9?5.

ÏOiuu.1r*or,' i(i:'conne1i, Letter''ì:o Sa:nuef

L925, tsax 21,, Gr"ove ijollection, Úniversif;r

ll"u.ti-r,.o L, irhelps, IiSe.l;tlers oll the I'iarrshrrl a. revie'¡; in rhe

Deccmber 7'uh, L925"iian-ì lcba, li're9 -.i--¡ç5É,
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i",";o irenrenc.l-oi-is scenËs in ihe boc'k and a
niulii'¿ude oli , " , iilril-e pictures of al--l

soi:is; iirere is ciet,ail-ed su'c'tie cheracie-r"i*
zal,ion arrC the p::esentation of,r:iany Í'oìi: i,'ho

a.; .JefL l,hysicll-;'al-i're t,c us'-'

ih:'.s qu-oi¡,tion brlngs i:e to ì:he ouis'¿anding feature of

its r.i;a-l.ism. .''s Dj:. 5aunders i:oinis ou'bSeL'i;lers oÍ ,Lh_e_ iþgg!1,

her address t,c the Bi.cgralrÌ"liceJ Sociei;';

-Ln -bhe 'cegiruli-ng o.f Nhe l'irst r¡ersic'n (ín 5o:r

9) '¿e fincl lv¡c cluci¡tions onú'¿ted sn¿'ivsly fÏ'on
ilie pz"ínted tex'r, i¡hich si:oic tha.i; f:"ollL -íhe sfart
Gz'cr¡e i,¡as illienCing to -ç'¡rit'e a. ve+Jisiic no¡¡el"
'Ihe f irsi is fron Lar B::uyere's lgF*!ìgåRg!çggeå
cj-escrj-bir-rg

tt " celLai n ,.rtj-l cl anir:'ia'l s rnal es ¿rnd

ferialesu . the;r have solleihing like
an a.r't,icu-l ¿N¿ r¡sj ss, anC ',fnen 

.Lhe;i lÍfi
ihelrselves oi'l iheì r' feet', tire;,r sho'rl a
irunan Íace; and as a naNNer oi fa.cb Nhe¡r
are hlunans"

'Ihe second quctaiion is fron í-ìrovess or'"¡n l:ook

Q!-etiqa+r.lqlailq, endi ng,

'fire rr¡ilclel:ness u-ses huma¡ material u'o.Lj

-it, is my oÊ,inion lhaì; Grove d-ecided fo ondt these quota-

-,,ions f r.cni fhe íinal version or ùçl_l,Lpr"e_p_{ jLç- lu,aæq beca.use i,he¡i

ilet"e no I on,ger exacii;r in accord, 'n¡ith lrís phi.losopny of r"ea,Iism"

It, w3s during Nhis periolt j-n Ìris I'i Íe i;l-ta:'i, Grorre l^Jås íorrnui-ating his

I il:erary iheori es: end in the íi-rs'L r-¡r-:¡Li-shecl ilofiûl¡ J Co no'L' Ì'hink

ue find Grove as a r^rìfer r"ritli fully ne.tured e-itÍi;u.des, Ï-lr 1,"3's rlo-L

J-L'r-. . .
¿ù4Uô

-, 

"---'Dv. ijoris Sarinders, f-epegs:qí lhe ,4lo,qr-a, qi-%+ Þq-c-¿q!y qi
Ça+gite. The ürove Collecl;ion in Ì;he Unive::si'c.l' of I'laniÙob¿.: À Tenl,a-
i1r¡s ivalr.¡.atj-cn¡1 , L963, ,>, L2"

l-n
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uniil iìre final praì¡'ie uovel- rruijæ gL Lhe Eerth iiiai G-rorre i'iås

able to br.i-ng in,¡o being å.]-]- asrecis oí his liter:a::y bheor'y.

liauerrer c.tr-r,Lng ihe ,ve,ä:rs L]1i +6 1?2¡' -'rhen thj-s bcok rça's 
-¡eing

i.,ryi1,i;en I thiilk iha'L ire d.id co;le to rna,jor decisiotis abolti aire

ine,'*ning oí r'eal-ísär a:iC. bhat i:ire orni-i;tí::lg of i;he quoia'iions w¿t's

aictal:ed 'n;r irrs i-re]-ief thai :lea-Lisi:i relaì:ed. t,o li-i;erar;'r prccecure

and no.¿ to itie choice of su-.njeci" jlhe quo'La{,ions iight have Lied

hi:;t too c]-osel;' to the Zoler*'bype reaJ-i-sli: of i¡hich GÏ'c'¡e i''i¿is sÛ

syl'¿j cal-"

in ie|ilers oí il¡a--i:ç,C-gþ ihere are ai iea'si' ì:r¡o t'Ìrreads

of thematic c.evel-o,Ð1i'lei1'ú, i¡¡-ri: one is far Inoi:e jlnt)oz'i;¿uri; tc ihe

visionofiru"uhpresenieci",ou.sin|hi.si:ook1-ha¡is,¿lreoiher.
,ïhe less ilnlor|a-rrt thei"iie is i;he cne i.'¡ii-i..ch obsessed Grove i n rnu'ch

of his -r,,,r.i,cing: fha-t of the s¿criÍj-ce of ever.vNhing Lc t'he desire

for vic'Lor;r in i,he sfrriggie -'rith ihe envÍronment' '.rlihor"lgh f'his

tìreme u_nd.erlies lìre problen of illlen it dces not colour the srlcr;r

as j-i does r-n other Grove booics. iiiels t'hinl<s abo''ii this asÌrecí

af life earlY ir^r the book:

üf his nai;eri-aJ- success he irac no d-or'tb'b"

lias he nof slol'¡li¡ and' sure'ly ilaki-ng headwei¡r

-::igii'il nor';'i ihi]e he r'¡as hibernaì:ing as ii'

In 't his countrir-, l-ife anct success Glcr

nor, as the;r had' a}'u'lays see¡i-ied."bo Co in '1i+ed'enr
deilãna souie iriysterioil-s po"''rers inherent in fhe
indi-¡idual" It was tllerel-l,r â ou-êsi,icn oÍ ¡:er*'
se.re:ri,n,g an<i, het¡ing sirairihL to t'he line' Life
was siirrpli:flied"a/r

åç-!*c{.F-"-gå-gl9*jj-?rr?h,'Lhe Rver son Press'
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Tì-re book is r-Lol tllr: s'Lory c:-'i a' st:¡'r'sJ] e i¡i-t'ir i;he envi-ro-nnen'l: in

see:.cir of maLer.ial success ås,".ier:e ihe lai,er s'i,oi'i-es oÍì .îe spal'lirig

a¡d ic¡irn .:l-lioi,; ihis booir ís i:he ch¡'orricle of ¿ nucli nore su-btle

s'i,r,n:¡.qls or,coni]ric.t r,'rirà a.t-Le¡da:'it nj:ror ccnf'Lj-cbs eülanaN:-r:'3 flrcn

i-irer iriajor'¿Ìrelt¡,iL-i-c cleveloprient'

r'iie rajor= therie il} ihj,s reei.is'i,ic v¡-i.r-ti:le j-s one i'¡hich

Coitceï,íis Sel<, ancl. t,Ì,is oi cor-,-r se, -r'iculCì' Seerìl r,o ,lrlace the booiC

in l,iie n¡-1:i¿r,¿i-l-isi i;ra,ät,i-on, bu.L üror,'e1 s .'¿re¿tl¡,e'l'L oï i;hr.: 'Lhelie

î¡,ficves j-b i.'r3til i;irai ira.Cj-'bion coli:lei,e:l;r' j'ie is neveÏ" c'J:sesseci

l.li ilt ''¿ilç se;tu-¿-L as¡;ec'1, oíl Lhe problei,l; he r-a,'l,ire r ¡'Lresse*' i;he ps;;c'ro-

J-o¡;icaJ- ejlíjec'¡s oÍ the $elllaj- liloJletìsi anC l;;:e çíisc't s on Lhe lives'

of i,ì,ose inyolveii" 11; is .r,,riiil :fei-.;¿ïc io 'Lit<; ba.sic ihe;ne oi ll:ie'cooll

-biia.i; r,,;e frr:c'i e-l-l- i,Ìre thre¿¡.Cs of Grove ',,I'¡,dj-'Ûions ìreing bcund- tc¿eine::'

'ì'he ¡rcîeL;rp,:-ì s;rur'i:olì-s:r. i.¡ilj-ch rn the ia.-uer novels i-s developed ìir

a,:lucÌr iiotfe concrebe enci ,g::ai:itic -¡3¡¡ is j-liiiroauced here;'ihe

r_Liei.ar¡r 1:Ìrilosopigr of rea,Jis:t is ai "',;o::k; 'l,l-re story nii'i:ci:s a

un-lversa-L reactíon on birt i:ari oi:,la:ir-iriri;c a ir-a.gic vie'n; of -l J--fe;

"r,he,,,ra.¡1ecl), ¡.esu.Il,s fron ¡, -il¡.i¡ i-n'bÌ-:e ira.gj-c heÍo, anrj- the centr¿i.l

probl s.,: is ¿n ilrliviC.r:e.| represeni;:'Lic.ri-r o.Íl ,!. "orobleril oil sociel;r-

oi:r.e -¡lt-Lcir lbsen couli r.¡ej-I have cle¿.*r-i l¡ilÌr on'cire sl¿Lrîe; even fhe

Lrove vie,¿ oi i,ire tr.agrc hero ha,rlln,ql.c e:iiri]:i-1,. a. Frone'bhea.n

ll.ccepi;a.nce o:i hi-s f l.te i-s ailhe::eci io, ,ind,, in addrticl'I, 1;'e finc,

as per-ha.1:s:Ln no ci].ier'ü:'o.¡e novelr-l;lie i-rse o-i thn c¿na.cian
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p:r,.âj-i.iû as .i,he cl-r¡:::l:.;i-c ba.ckgro'.r.ncL of' a Ðri:l1evåi set,'oi-ng ior ano-

l:her" ol ihe tragic ck.alas of äLeiikinc" Ii is in this bcolr' å"s

in n,: oi-,]rer novel- 'lri" Grove, th¿ì'r, one e;'qlez'iences ihe ainosphere

e¡d rea-l-iLi' oÍ l,he pioneer Ce'naclian ;iest"

lL:e core oi tire Lhene of Ê-q-t-i.!gqa-4,í-!qç ':¿r's-[ 
concerns

a¡ ahosr universal i:robìern, ihe la.clc of '¡-rrd-ersl,anding of iìle rcle

cf sex,"r¿l lorre j-n narried U-fe. Grove refe::s io ihe )¡olìrlíj s.,¡ede

.,tho urriil l:rs nar.r.iage hac r:.oi j;no'.n c-L'ilre basic di'i fe:'ence bei-

l,reer'ì t1a-Ì1 and i.Jo¡rlan. 'IÌiis ignorance is s;in'oolrc of lhe is4orance nÛ'11

cfen)l,iringscba.sicon.Lire'r-.a,rtofi':ie].sbu-uofhisigno:.anceof

ì,he ctif feret:tce bet¡r¡een serirai desir'e ancl sexu¿l- I ove' i'iiels obviousl-;i'

lo.¡et1 illen and cl.esired Clar"a-" The thrce characiers, as a .natNer. o.f

îact,u see:l io be ¿rcirei¡,p:L-l s¡m"bois oí 'l,he el,ernaJ- triangl-e.

illen s;'rirbolizes r'líilr her blond hair and' íresh bearl[¡r a-l]

Ì,ha-t, j-s spirriua.l ê.nd lure in love; Ciara vogel s¡'rnbolizes t'r]-t"Ìt

her" coal*bl ac,s e-ves and. palJ-ic face al.t bhaN is physicell anc sensual

insex.l.Jieisr'¡ithhisinrroceirceanclnaNwa]-desir'esiscaughi;bej;-

i.;een Lhese .r,tr-fo v,tolnen. Fiarl he been }ess innocent o:f Inore understand-

ing of his naiura,l- desires, he could ha.¡e p::eventecl Lhe "braged'y'

lia.ring poin"i;ed ouf 'uhe a:'chel;,'pal- si/ìrbo-Ll-sm inheren| j-n

ihese-i;hz"ee I1å.io-r sþ¿i¡¿i.çrïêrs I','¿sh-Lo eriLrhasize t'iiaÌ: ''¿iris sfilation

j-nnor,.iay.c}e,t,racts|:.otnt]rereal.lsrofLlrenor'e]'Gy'ovedoesnoL

make i|re liiisl:ake oí hav-in8 ¡j.} l'¡ilri,e anci a-Ll ,otack ciia¡,act,er's" TirrougÌt_

cu-i ihe s'Lory the reade:: is i;la.ced. j-lr rhe iosi Lion of i:e-inÉ; abie io ha'r''e
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soltÊ u:rc.ersf-an-.l:Lng oi';he l-,iilirl of e¿.ci: of Lhe tìireie prc';agcni-sbs,

The c::i.'jis cf the no'¡el occlil's -r'hen, aíi:e:' iiii-e-l st ;¡roposP*L

lc Eljen she exr-lains ì,o i-liä i.n rÌe1,aíl ¡,,;h)¡ she cai-ì neveT'l*;Larr¡r hiir,

r:or, í'o::' tha'-i ;tia.tler, ê"n}rs¡t*. l'io one can listen io her dramaiic

sior.;r r¡.clrhoui feeling q¡rnpâbhy ilo:: hey fears ¿ni r3rejurdices" 'lhe d-e-

ta-ils a::e gi-."ren of *uÌte nu:nerous nisc¡.r"r'i¿ges bror:ght on ì;;r çr¡s¡¡..'srk

in i:Ìre -flielcis on the parï of Ì:er nother, tire cle'ba-i-l-s oÍ'the fo:-ced

l-abour of her" nother a't iire co1'rllanci oí her ioud--1lre;rì-ng arcì' se:<uarJ-;r

hungr.;r ía.1;irerr'. Ferhaps one of ílie tlosi l'aiheiic l:-ìå.Ssages in Üen¿-clian

Liie;'a:Lur'Ð occi,iï's lhen i-l len Ne'l .l,s of the íila-l i-ncider:ri concerning

her mci,ìie¡' e-nci f;iirer ',,;hici-i has obsessed her e\ier siilcjú:

Ëui. i;he 'irrolîsi i s ''¿a câire" fhe tni'ng i;he';l
ma-kes narriage fo:: me an irnpossibiJ-ity; .lha"i:

nakes i;ire very i:Ì:or.ighi of ii a cli-sgus'r ','¡hich filrs
iae i..I.il,h n8.u-seâ,o

I Kirovi, liiels, if I *¿ell ii, it v'¡ill ever
ajlter sland between us. t hope ii; '.'"ill- chan3e ¡reuv
feeiÍngs tor¡ards üie into ii:ose of a bro.Ûher. I feel-
sure fÌrai no ]lìa.n can stí-l l. be the lover of a. r¡roäian r''¡ho

has spoken tc hir:i so pla"ii:ly abcui su-ch 'blri-ngs"

üne night i.¡hen I ha.d- gone to bed in-i;i:lat roon
theye f could noi sleep. l. r'¡as so v¿or=ri.eC thei; I r"¡as

al-lrosl sick in;.rsslf 
"

i,loLher cÐiîie in änd dragged herself i;o 'i:he 'oeci"
Tt iook jler hal-f an hour ic unclress; 5hs I a;¡ dor'rÌl

i¡ith a moali.
iþ faiirer fol,Lo¡ed ireï'" "l- aci;ed as ií -l r'¡ere

aåeep; noi in order io Þ::)'on in)¡ pal'ents; but to
save rtoi;hr:¡i' lIoi'rlr ;:l--olit Ile, i-y Íathci' .'-',ot rea-h'
io go to bed Ì'riliiself " 'is a las'b i:hi-ng befcre
bl-c'uing bhe lanp he ben'r, o'tîcY ätë to see l'rhether i
l'¡as asleep" Then he l;nelt' b;' his bed ¡'ncl prayeci,
I oucl a-nci ferrenliy and i-ong.

Sudclerily -l l:iearc :troiher! s tÐice) :ixed r'ii-Lh
gvoans, ûh Jchn., don?'b"

I :'¡il-i not repeat the 'bhi-n3s rt¡r ilutn-*" saiC"
Án abyss o,oened. a.s I lay 'i:ireL:e. The r¡ile iesi;rng
jocuJ-ar llrfienclr of rt; ihe -.:ords ire useC. to 1'ha'b

slceleton and ghost of a i'Ðrriån ' ' ' In order -i;o save
:.rother, I was tønpteC t'a ber"ra;y the| I heci heard-' $hame

held rle bacic "
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Cnce si:e saii. s'c-ì11 defendinÊ herself, yot:
irncwJoitniirreansacililiagain.You}'rtcwhov¡
cft,en I heve been a. rnurderess already, Jclin,
lieaseå ?lea,sei

Clocì has ì:een good to r-rs, ire replieC; he t'ook
: trr -:l-"'""r'åd"-ri',e 

st::u-ggl-e began aga'in fo enci "'¡i.'h 'i;ire

'i.efea'r oLl l,ire '-.íotia-n . . . " 'Iha.t night l- vor+ed fo
r,ysel-f å no nane whei:irer I l-ilsecl hiç'o-r' loaihed
hi-llr was ever io have por";er ol.¡er tne!')

Ånc r'r-th Nhis i:ra'gic i:a'ckg::olr.ncj a::icl- i':r-i-sundersia-nd-in¿'l El-ien

.r,u.rns iij_el_s awey s.'L iiris, the clr.a¡ia'lj.c i11::ning point o,f bi:e stcl:;,'"

Ii is soner,;haì; oí-'4. oarado:r that Grove, -r,ùo at later Li¡res in his

ilo.Jels had. cliifículty ',¿itir dj-a.log.uee cou-l-cl in Lhe d¡'alatic scenes of

Nhi s iror¡e'l creaie Crana. a-r:ci ::eai-i sn oÍ 'L'he iiost convincing }cíld t'n th

u-nini er"r'u1,rt ed d-iaIo gLie 
"

Ai, tÌtis iilorrieni, no cne ânong the reac'ì.e-.¡:s ccr-r.Id- í-'¿-il to under"-

si;and iìl-lent s 1:oint of vietr'; nc oile coul-cl rrd-ss l,ire ::eafis:li of i;he

sìtua-bion ¿rs -1-'b ertsied. in l,Ìie Canaclian,;est cluring the };ioneer per-

iod; no one sp,. f:l.i-l to see-l,he ir:agic Îl-aw in ljll-enrs nature i'¡jrich

ined.e her ec1uete love e;rrl devotion r+ith sexr:al- lus'L, nain arrd horro::'

i,,lo one c¿n f ajl 'úo see i,het tìre fair-hajr-recl [Ll-en s¡':ltì:oiiizes 'rlie

irurocenf ancì pu.::e 'i n ihe eter::ip.J- rriangl s"

IL was il:,is cir,a:nafic ccirver"sation beti,¡een jill-en anC i!iel-s

i:ha| cai-rseC, trLan;r of the char"ges of oÏ:scenii¡t agil'insL lhe book" Des-

iaonri Frceir ¡rites of i;iris in .i1q:e{çjll'Cj:.:i!.f}-l**Ë-{q:gi

This .i;rernenrlou.s sceite cf ¡:er¡elaLion i s one of
Grovet s greai,esl; sr-lcces''res. If it was agalnst
this scene ti-lai: the cha.rge of obsce::i-i;;,i' was

levelLed, a nore ircnic nisinierpre-bafion of iis
neaniirg cou-i-i nol be inagined-" Its efl'ec'" u1;on

t5iglg, , 'iÐ' i 6* 3 169 '
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.-...- ;...+ rh^ ..ì^--r i.: .r,.:,...-i ,r-ì ¡r.ti, readeï. iS ì:het-LJ !L-LU Ll:U ll:L);ú !r-.çiurtJr=tL! :ü

1.rêrilr-Ê1.rêrslc 11 i" a.n e'phrcdj,siac" The ü!¿,¿{^tt, i s ha-i'icli ed
i,ibh a. lii3h dc-5::'ee of rleiica-c¡r ailci- r'esLrainf ; 'r,here
is noi Ð. i.råce of i;ire sniri{ or +üiìe sal acious LÊl:;::""
,.a¡ -i q 'i'.ìrr-'cr' ¡rr¡j l', 'ì n^' 'i n f.he a .i Sode ol. Lhe llÌ.?ll .3ï=. )UI

of i'bs t,eliing io sirain our polder oÍ beiief, i"je are
peí'srlacl.rd not onJ-;r t li¿--i, LÌre ìrarr"o',.d-n3 el:ueriel)ces i,hicli
-l len recouxts ¿r.re i'eâ-le -bu'i, tira'r, 3jven he:: terpera-
i:ieni ¿.nC- ci-::cums[,e-ncesu she r'.rou]-cl. have tire courage and
canciour i;o'Lell- i;hern,ra

Tire secünC proíagonisì:, Cia:r.;., al-so is lhe ceni::e of a drärrl¡.,*

tic sce::e, i;rich is a-].so real-i sL-ìc;'i,here is no'ì,llia,T in ih.ís scet:e

ej.rlLe:r rrto St::ein Guï' rrcr"Íer of belief .il i'iiels h¿s ncticed 1,ha.t Clara

is inal<i.r ' ùr.'epereii ons for aitother -r,cíp3 he ccnfrorrL.s her' ','d-ih '¿Ìrjr-s:

Stre feli; ihe aptrr:cach of ¿r ca-l,asi;rophj-c d-e.¡çioprnent,"
The si.úl e i'¿Ced iror her ii.i:s, ilre drear cìied in 1:er= e-',¡es

" " ,{'roiil 'cehiirô Lhe rnas}t the t,one¡ i:eered ou-t,
ir,,¡l nl ess - pt ìr¡r,-" Ito1"iâj-11.. Íri gh1;e1eC . o o9 ....,'

llÏou i:narried. ine. You dont ''¡ani; ine an)¡ loirger,
ijut, I a¡r not to belong ''co anyone el-se. T a¡q to be
;/oì-:r^ pï'operì,y" s o . l';het drd ;rsr: tnarrl¡ ne fo'r' aÌ1¡n::.i1r?rt

r|lhat )rou- knol.r ¿g r,.¡çj-l. as f.'!
tliileu tr she saiC crr.,:-Ì ouSly, rl-L d.on? L" I li::or,: t.-h;,,

yo,r married ne, " , the reasolt is clear eitougÌr. Yoli
na::ried ne becåì.r.se you 1.rer^e suoh a'rrfo.nocenL, such a
iilk-solr 1,hat ¡.6,.1 coiilC noL bea.r t,he thou..ìii of lla.irinß
¡ole 'uo ì:el r':iln a rron¿ìr1 r.¡llo r'l:.s ncl yorrr irif e" You-

had noL ùhe force to resisl r",'hen I r"¡a:rled you- y-e"$

I -v"'anled you, Íoi'L ri;Ìii or åi'ì houl: " q e a:id ¡.s¿ ¡t¿
to lega,lj.ze'Lìre Nning beirind*ha:rd" Iìra'¿rs vln;r yùü !r;r-
:'ied ¡:re" Tou r.rorúdnåL ha.r"re neeCed i;o boi:her" I ha-ri.

Ìracl i',rha'¿ I r,;anted. r d-icl nof ask icr" arr$hing beyond
,'i Li':e i:i:ne r 'Lhoir::ht you rJere reå,Ll-J' i.¡r i-cve

:.i i-,il -¡a- rr¡11 ¡ppì-i ¡- r.'¡rr'! ^¡l 
*-â rrl\1r -¡âr-l ì r¡ ' rera-i- o¡ ,:igå!-t,3 J

s o " Üo you kno'"',t v,',lral Jrou dii-'øherr;ior,i- i:ia¡:ir:{. rirei lou,
pr"osj,ii,ute-ci rne i-f ;'su k-nor.; r.,¡'nat 1,hal; neans" Tha.tss r,i¡:al:

}¡ou" Ci'3, åiier iraving rtad.e a conve¡:ience of ue" i'ihen

J'ou. narr-i ed ne lrou. ccïmïiLbed a cri,neårr

"våo',,topou*å n,"-1"ir.Å""ro *"1 "vå""#ii rá"å¡ä""tå*å i
hesi-iatedl +Jttti, I Cid noL a,i once consenl , r:rl-1 kinds of
i;ìrorrrhbs r.¡etrl t,hrcrigìr rriy hea,-ì. ì- ca:re f o 'uhe couclu-sion
't,ha'i: Iike Lhe floor,,'aj-k-er' ]-ou reafly ioved me. That .vou

P" hO"

_r_i)

Ðesnoncl iracey, irreC.erick irhiiip ilrove, The iiyerson PrÐsse Wt.5,
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l;oul-C reconquer rfie î'rÒü:. da,y io day as he had
ûcire" 'i was 'b-i::'ecL of Ì:e-i nE ¿ i:ir"d ci pa-ssage

,is i s ai-d i biro u3ÌLt .'ùiI ì f eÍ't ¿¿ rlla"!: , Ïou
*,r:cr-Ìld sì;ead',r ald. iloid rne , . I toid lror:, T

co'-úd. never b.l e. iar'::r:Lir¿5 r';or,re;n" .icir insistec."
Ii never oceured. j:o ::re )¡ou r-['t3ilL be r'¡eaiç enou,gir

::":îfi 
r'n"r'iege on ¡roral ¡;round's" i gave in

lÍ one acceiris Lìre i¡ossibili-f;r of a Ci-are. e:"jsbin,3 in tìre

pioneer" ertviroiunçnt fhei: oi-ìe câtf reËidj--LJ acce¡ri ttie reeriti' of ihis

sceile; üla..ra l.¡cul-ci speeìr as sire has spoiten and she',...'ouj-cì ire.ve said

Lhe ihìi-rgs tha_i she saiiu io:: tjlar'a, in her orr,rì') WcJi, is not, co::iple'i,el;;

gu,ili;;r, a¡.d Gr6-¡s iras'b¿-ken;,:aj-ns accorCing io his code of real-j-src

to piesenl herl,o us in sirch à ltíEtjî 'chet -øe cari have an u-itdeì'standing

of her situ¡.Lion" Cla::a becane ireoped irr a r';eb noi of he-c o.¡n .t..reå1ür*

ing" Si:e Ìrad- a -,,::agi-c f iai¡ t,;itich conNri-bu-'t,eC io ner c1oi';nfal-.1- a.nC t,hat

f] a.l+ sile r,rel'L und-evsl,ood. : hez" desire r'¡as insatiable, l:'¿f oiher fac-

iors contribuNeC '¿o her Lragic d,eai;Ìr, iiad Eii en accepts{ liÍeis or ha-d

i'Jiels cleciCec1 to seird- Cl-a::a å.r¡Idi¡ ê.s site l'isÌied., lhen Cjlai:aî s tragie

deaLh ano his i,ra.geo.y c.¡ulrl h¿r.'e beeil avoided.

ilhe third protagonis'i in ihis novel pai"ticipa.tes in a scei'le

l,:ìri::h piaces hi:l in a posl-+,¡oit'r'.'Ìte:'2 7:e cÐ-:\,oi bub syrl:re--l,lt-i z,e,"itil

hrs ¡:::eciic.xnent. i'le-is confronte,l by fhe Dah.l-beck itoinan ¡;.drc tries to

aeriuce hin. I'Jhen he resi s+"s sire aiiacks hi-:-n r¡erbe-liy:

1ry- r,' reieiick r l:i j-i1l ';il'o.¡e:
ir:"ess, i-?25, pp, 233-239,

ie'i,Lr e;'s of fhe l-a::sh r.llr a i?¡¡,:r. q,r n
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1rïou h3r¡:ocyiistí she hisseC, 'iare ;;.6¿ bei.ie:: iii¿r
ot'he ;:' pãcpl-ei' i iino'¡ Jloue J¡ou d-evi-l å Yoi:- cålltL
pia¡,' ';!ie i¡r'ioceii1-, -rr-r-bh uiel i'lo ne'n canå To'"r ieas'c

of "fl I Ïou n;.Lrried- 'uhe iistr'-'rcb ""¡hore " " "rr
9EOo

liut t'ïåels dicl nor; hea¡:. ile had siopped" Ìiis
linees shook under hj-li'. l'i¿irinil¡: h';'i-l- sì'ru'clc

him; :ini1 ihe íl asi-l hail il-Iir-cinec lile 
'oeLst' 

as a'

flaån of reel- ì-igi-lini,:ig i'l'lulúnes a' íorest frail
iot ¡1iiri r¡hc ira-veis 'i n ¿he ci:l-rlc rra'rii-ng every- o-e*

ta.ii s1:rin¡1 cr-:.i oi Lire ni'':irN aN once'
rih*í, in ihe fra"cl:Lon oíl a second, he sat:'t

like a pafloran',ar -r"âiir hr¡rdr.eds of deL:j-is, a-Li

simrlLaneousl jr¡ w¿-,s tllis: Nhe hesit'a"'¡ion of j:he

-,r.ro:rê-rl r¿hen he had f irs+. :nenl'ioned narrì age to
Lrer; Ecbb]'rs silence -¡ireil Ìie had opened t'he --
gtrti iot'her ard- i-ri-n; tl¡e ai'¡nos1:he-r"e oÍ a irolioi¡
iori u'nich ha-d si.;.rround-ecl inetl '''iher: bile;r haci corrie

ta ihe\-larsh _Lo lilrer " "
À1 l- iil¿¡¡ anC inucl:l ¡¡3¡"s iii-e1-s sa-r''¡ and heard

in the¡.t ilirt:rii-rafing Íl-ash.
ii'o:: a mcinen'L he íel-L ihab Ìre rrusi pi'r;ch for'*

r,^.¡erd ¿m,J faj-nt" ins'lincti'vely hi s Lredb'Li-ng; hand

ree.ched for ï;he maclirne ,cc st'ea'd-y his s'':'l'ino
l^^-ì,.LUu.y o 6

The ,,"c1:nan sa,iv it a;rd- sLopl:ed j-n her rr"rsh oÍ'

',.:oï'C.s. llei e;rres becane r¡ói.e. She realized- ''utlal' she

had clone: she had s''r,n:ng arl a-{e j-ni'o a great 'Loi'ier-

ll; t"¡g; a:rc bÌrat i;r.ee liad cr¿stred, cor..m ;N a single
bi orí" "--

-[n 'bni-s nornent

i:iel-s has tl re s¡rr:caihY

GÏove has j¡ee¡r

ñ ã17 ê'a 1 'n

of re,:fir-ation of r"¡hat had haopeired fo hj-n

¿rcL '.nc-erslanrìing ojj aJ-i reari.ers"

iru.e fo itj-s ,ohilosophy of real-ism' lie ha's

this booi< aJ-i,o,,,¡ed irinse-}f to inirud"e eitl're¡" cli:"ecil-)¡ or

,:bvi-ou-sl-;r'uirrori,gi: his cirar'e-cNers. ihe cl-laracters ani evarfs ìlave
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.te.en skill-fu.l_l_;¡ -,.:ary:,eri. o-irt, io el.tr,rï"ess a:- Lr.n-j--¡ers:-l reacì;ion 'Lo lijje"

ir:1:i¡ of course, ì,ì-iaÍ: ::eacLj-on tc l.if e ig la.r'qe'l ,r a Lragì-c one'

lii-els l,indstrecii, ihe hero ojl g-g.:!igr:s*qi.^!.gg*1a{g+, is in

naiì)¡ 1iays a t;;.1ticai Ûi¡ove hero; he coirles f::'o:,l arlother ple"ce, $wecì'en,

anC- set,s o,.i'[, io cô-rve fron i,he prinerrai Ü¿.:raciian i'iesL a horLe f'or

hjnsel-f" ¡ilte iroe SpeJoing ancl Jchn iil'lioi that h'':i:re haC to i:e

ca.::veC frort virgíir ier"r-itorJ," ås pari of i;he efer"nal sirurggle"neiv"een

ne,n a:"ld hís envirorlrüenl,e i;¡i'l:h :üa;r sf::ugglir:'g io conqúe:'e a:c]- nature

eventuai-L-)¡ 'i¡r:in¡¿ing aboui the cleca¡,- of Ìr-i-s achi"er¡anieu"s.

rn Lhe firsb íew *oages'*¡Ìren i\iiels apd itÍs frj-end ìde-Lson are

itn '¡irei-r' t¡¿;I to bire ,qJirLltfscns s i,c dig a rçel-l for tlien- rv;e feel- 1:Ìre

îirst inri.ic¿tíons oil .t,iie force o.i'iire na.tural Ênviiolïneni i',tti-ciL.lro-ve

cìrose ío:: i,his ruglje'i novel:

¡tL'r, ',,"u-henever one of chem spoke the rvind
s¡raicheC iris r.;orC ft'on his I ips i,nci i,hreu
ii al-ofi,"

"ii nercj.less force l+¿:s slor,ri-J¡ nu:nbing
Ì,hem b¡' ceeseiess pounciing' ¿ visron of
sorle smaf-l t"oom, hoi wi iii 1.he gl si¡ an¿

f-Licker oI',an o,oe¡r jlire, Look possession
of þ{iels,19

;:¡rd ín this qu.oNa-tion Ì¡e h¿ìve irnllodu"ced anci;her i¡r¡:i.ca,l clla.r'acteri s-

.bic ol a ilrolre hero; i,l:a.i of i'ii-s c.::ea;u" In firi-s ca.se the drearn is

noi -r,ike ihat cf Spal-cring s¡ llilioi; there i.s fa:r less of the na'i,erial-:ì-s-

tic in id'ìçl sr d-r"e¿m ',,ha-n in Lheir dr"ea:ns. i-ie drea':ned less of i"teali;ii,

I O--.
"/iìììd ìì il,å:txo I :rø -'\è
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properNJ¡ snC col.,rer ¿i.nd iliore of fan"l iJ¡ Ì"rap..,iness iire-in "r,Ìre¡t åict, ¿:nd

stt:Li.cnÍc¿11 j'¡ he is e¿s-i i"l. successfjlú in:Lai.erj-i:l iltings õrd ver';-rr

Lu1su-ccsssfui in ma;-Lers of farlil¡' :nd- haprrness.

rn ihe eeriy i:t-,roCuctor;'narl oÍ'ihe novel liiels cones into

cortLact i+iih fìre 1,r,r,o worLen,,.,ho wiil so i.eepÌ¡r influence his life,

fi;sr r;är -l ì en ¿n.1. secondJ-y r'rit,h Cl ar:.. un ihe rra;¡ ho,:e iiier

nieeting üla::a at the L,¡:ds his cl-rea:ir begì ns 1:o -r,ai<e on ncre defini'¡e

shape;

,judo"enly as Li,ey rlere ente;iinr; Lhe btish, r'-reile
the llroot:-Li'-rrL irh.ered dolr11 tìtroulh Lì-re neshes
of J-eafless bcu.qhs overhead, a vision Nook ltcld
of jiliels: of nìt'nself ¿:rci 3. 'vroutane sii;'Ling of a
rnj-d-r';int.er' ni.3ht by fhe lithi; of iìre lamp a,nd in
ironl of a i'ire, i'tth iire pi-lLer -patter" oí
chi'ld.ren¡s f eet scu,nding dovm fron above; Nhe
eLernal vi-sion iha.'i; has ¡nor¡eci the -''¡o::"1-d a¡d
that, r^¿a.s to di-reci hi-s fate" He irieC to see
the faee of-' tire rrûna:r; but it entirel-y evacled
him.¿u

Very earty clurrng Lhe ncvel- i'iiels reåfizes that in Canada

he wili i:e able Lo ret-ize his dre¡rn of ov*ning his or^¡rr ho::re, a dreån

he cou-ld no't have achÍeved in Ðweden, I'{is r¡¿nd is Lherefore occupied

itore rritir Lhe realizaLíon oí the drean ol' happiness" Shortly afteu-

a second eneo'ù-nter r.rÍi;h the rv-idoi;, Clara i/ogels he thinks about tì-iis¡

i',onan had never fígured as & concrete thing
in ltlicls? i;houghì; of his future in ihis
ner,r coi::rNry, True he had seen in his vísions

zoåffi"r pp, l+6u 1+7"
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&. rl¡iïe and chil-dv'en bu'i; 'Lhe wife had
been a si¡nbol nerely' Now that he't'¡as
rn ihe countz'y of his dre¿{ns a.nci garni-ng
a foothoid, iL seemed as if inclívidual
r^"'ofir€n l'¡ere l¡enl on replacing i,he r¡ague,

scheniatíc figr.res he had ha.d' Ín hj-s mind"
He íounci this i-nNrusj-on strangely ciis-
quiefing" 21

Shortly after this Ì'tiels coïles u-pon the plarce in r"'trich he i1rou'l'd like

to horriestead and, of course." the choice is of as ÐT"iÏl'!.eval- a-n enví:"on-

meni: as one could fj-nd, for lJiets is an archeTypaÅ s¡nnbc,l oÍ the

universal man ancl he must be nialched against a nÌgged ba.ctrcground.

He crossecl j:he brid'ge over Gyassr Üreek' Ûn Nhe

¡ff's ì'iaï'sh, bhe snoîr¡ wåì.s lashed jntc waves 6nd

cresls like a boilíng sea' There r¡JéÀs Iìo roóld

Lefb. He angled' å.cross the open Land" It'
took hj.:n t",',¡o houïs bo nake the núle to a

huge popJ-ar bluff r''/nich rose like an ísland
or a promcntory juffing out frcnt t'he east'
into the v¡asLe of snorn;u 6 6 e

¿nd before lorrg it' soneholrl x{as^cleer to him
that thi-s was his future hari"e"al

.Ànd r,¡hat ¡'nore sltítable place for lrlåelst fulu-re hone ihan a stark

prornontory on i,.riiích he could. be el:iained to struggle afteTbhe gods

harj lashed. him i;o a Clara dno l"¡ould tortlre hin as t'erribl y as the

eagle ever tortured. Protrietheus?

Gre-d.ua1-L-rr ciuríng the winfer of v;orkíng alorre in 'bhe 
'¡¡oods

his di"eam bece:le irol'e concrete:

2L_". . .åH*'¡
22t¡l,t

!v+uo q

p. 52"
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The piciu-re r'çhich Ìte sÊ'w, of himself anC a worÍå'rt

in a. cos;' roolll o " " '¡"hile ihe r'¡inler wind-s sNal-ked'

a¡rci irot¿lecî ou-NsiCe " "' iook moi'e and nrc're clefiniNe
f orn.

There cou.ld be no doubt ary longerl the woriLan

rniirepicturer¿a.s'iillenrthegirl'lleioirgedfor
her síghf : he loi:r¡;ed' to spea-le fo hqç: lc shov¡ to
reveal- his innernosr bej-ng t"o hex")

Ánd. coritrasted i,o Nhis d.îean were fhe 1,hor-ights he had ¿l:ou"l i;lie other

iJorl&n, i'rs. '/ogei:

¡jui'".¡heneverheliacibeerl.dy'ea¡arncoíl-rerane
his ihougirL ihen reverted "Lo Iilien, ìre felt'
guilt¡r; iìe feiN defileC' as if he ha'd girren in
l;o sin" lier appesl vras to -ooineihin,E in hi;it
ùich l;ras l-ower', r"'hi-ch r^;as not' i"a:riì:ry of ihe
nle.l'l ".,rhc had. seen lll-r en, o ã e Thor-igh he could- not
]re,ve iolcj ¡¡Ìrat .bÌrat^,ponethine in hi¡l r,;hich r.¡a-s

lot¡e:: ::ea-L};1t meanì, * "tt

irliel st tragic Íla¡¡ is his ina.bil-iì.;' becar-ise of his iru'roce:rce 1'o d-i's-

i,in.guish bei'.^reen lo¡.r'e .:nd. sev.ua"l desire. lie so'relio"¡ felÌ; 'Lh¿t the i:r¡cr

ciid not, belong 'bogetire:: ¿urcL sc i'iiel-s exe..,n.olifies 'bha.t psycholog'ì caf

pro'olem which is s-.,-mbol ic cf a ma.jor soci-af- proÌ:le:r edsii ng in a:ry

pior:reer oz'remo'çe co'unmit;,r !''here because of la'ck of cotr'¡ac'i; l'¿th

society ol1e cen f arl j;o a,c,just o1:ees e-motíons and se-:niaf u-rges 1'¿'ú'h-

o'¡N su-fieri-ng bhe guilt i'hic'h seerned' to obsess lriiets" This problenri

cor'i id, i';ef.j have been the su,bjecN of an Ibsen Cra-rtia" î't' is a-beau'¿rful

blenclin,E of the *iristotel"ìan fla,r,¡'¡-iih the lbsen ì:::obl-en tra.geci¡¡"

l-n i;iris cleveiop:.:ent o-i ihe pl r:i Lite cornpij.ea.iions ârise inore Êncl- irlorç

'---å!1s",

al
'-Àl I arì ,4

!ìJ:qú q

,0. /.ì

Õh'.p"
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fr'on inrrocense e.ncì a r¡¿su:rd-ers';aniin,g oÍ li:e roie o¡l sex in l-ove"

,l'ís Lr-aEic ie.relo ':.rent 'i s e;. h:sized co::sta:',':-l-¡' ì).t L-re s--rccih

flo."^d.ng rlii nor llo'L ccr.cernitig :iel son anci ulßa ,¡ho l,'ú'lhor,rf inh:L'ni-

iions oí-'any kind qu-ieiJ-y give in to'LÌte-Lr enrolions arrci Cesires

e;ld live a haï:rly" al-inosN cc,.,icl-acen'L liÍe eùon':;si-de the ii¡rbtri-ence

of lr,fÍeI-s, Clar"a anC nl]-en.

i'lieIs fi,ra-r.l-;¡ s¿.r¡ei1 f:ie-l.ve hli¡iCr"ed clol-l ¡"v's ancl filed his

clair' * ìris sÌrare oT the or"ii:tevei- ,l¿rnadj an i,esi:

The scuthei:n par"t oî l-ris clai-:n -,+as ccl'ev'ed
:.':il: co:"âïativel-. s;,talr- qror.'ih; íìor o:ic oi'
iìre marshfires ihai brolie oiit, everîJ,¡ noþ¡ ¿lrid.

ihen h¿d encroå.ched, ircci-r i¡., sorire fifteen
J¡eArsj AjEoe Consr-:.,rliirg,' slrs¡;itir-ì rr3 *;i:i.i i,.,()u'l C

bu-rrr. ¡-or nc ap¡:areut r-eason * pe:lha,i:s ì-n
ccnsequence of a cirrn¡ie oÍ ,,'rind-- 'tl:e fire
haC siopped sirc.r:t of i,hai ¿el-i-, rnajestic
blr-lf'f "¿¿hj-ch no'¡¡ s'Lood dominani, Iording it
crrer. this r.,'hole corneï aî f"he l"íarsh"

:ilo the easl, ihere r+as nu¡ch 'rd-J--low;
tholrsh even ihere¡ on a. ri-sr ng piece of
grouni, i;en acres or so oÍ pr:inevai forest
rernained like an isla-ird,

;esf anci r:oz'th oÍ iri s clai,,l tlier"e lvas
-'^*Å *)ùAtUo

ft:,.¡as no acci_dent ih¿rì; Grove cnose ¡¡is 1:ari of iire Canaclian ;iesi;

for" î'iiels; il, was no accideni, ih¿'i; on h:.s t,errj-Lor"y fhere riorll-d.

l;6 fçrirlci Ì;he s.¡nbols of el-i Lhe pri:ne-ra] erîeas ìn 1,he ','rorld-: ihe

i¡l r"rj-'.. ol" rr:,ounLain s;¡::ibçl , prineval foresi, ihe se-nd of' íhe d-eser"'b,

and" 'i,]re rr¡.ter oí ihe inarsh âs oceâ/t, ;ili i;ìre archeiypal- s.'ni:ol-s

-/t^'t ñ 1a ¡\lr4 vê vro
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*f l',he prinev¿f- e.re Nhere ic rna,'úcil biie prineval- characte::i-slics

or the arilr-iiive char"a-cLezist,ics to be Íou-nc in iilåel-s, jil-l-en and

C\a.rz""

Ánd iri-s dre¿¡-n of ;rllen beca:ne a:: obsession" In tlhis r:Iâ)r

'ohe devel_ootîen'i, of glol in Seiflers of 'Lhe l4arsh beco¡res rnore

nr.ø¡nical lr¡ de:ra-l ^-^,r +'.¡n *ho+ in SOrne OÍ Lhe Olhef GfOVe noVelS.u! ¿1orr¿wtu-rJ U.vv 9.1-(J:JçU- U1!cll U:!ÉU

îhe iiiie::loclcing sio::ies oÍ ili-els, Clar-a and ¿-j-len are lll iied to-

r-ether bv hi s sinol ^ rìre¡,r nf nrrr-z.i '¿r:e pnå han,. jneSS" -ln Ff'UitS Of;!v v¿¡v¡

the j1arLh'the many faceted drea¡n r:rad-e ploL developmeni nore d"iííi--

cu.l t 
"

To ì::r:Iy deveici: i;he ¿rís'Loi,eji-an tr-agic flatr lhe herc

shoul-d h¿ve sone tiarning of his cat,astrophe" itlåels receiired ?¿&,rn*

ing of his at, lhe mairriage of lüelson arrd Olga; l'liels goes ûver and

sit,s by L.rs" Vogel:

r¡He felt es iÍ he r'.¡ere being entrapped: he
felt llnab ¡'¡ae almost a. fbrebccling oT d:-saster'
Never in his l-ife had he fel| hke that; and the
Tnelnôrv of thi s {'eel inrr r^¡¡s to colLe bact to him
rnany years laferu utren hj-s tervible destiny had
overtaken hirn" Had he obeyed a hardly articil-
late impulse, he wou!Ç have at, once have got up
aga:-rr and gone oul" ¿o

åft€y this encounLer.' '"'rrtn Ol-ara he is dislurbed:

/ñ
¡ hld nr\ 'l(l 'l I*v¿so9 vHo fva tLë
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î:íe had been an onlooker so fa:'. But tcnighL
sonething irad Ìie.p ened r""nich he Cid ncb under*
si:and: he v¡as a le.r1. bcrne ¿rong in ì;he i',i-nd, e.

pre¡' t'o things lte¡re¡1d hi s controlr a fragment
svaePN ar+aY b¡' torrents'

l'hat ¡nade þirn cling io i;he landsca-pe as
solnething airicling, sonieihj-ng bo s'ceady hl-rn. " " .He ionged to be lith hrs mother, r<¡ ¿eel
her gnarled, calioused frngers rumpling nrs
hair', ånd to hear her crocning voice dror:ing sone
old tune " .

It v¿as very clear nol+ that the to:.rent '¡¡Ìrich
swep| him away, tne wir:d that bore hrrn" 1,lii}:r,:',¡ Ít
Iísted, ca.¡ne frora his i-nriernost self , If, for
'"¡hat had happened to him, an¡r'cody wes 'oo blene at
^-. u ii .irra$ he " ,"-" ; ii"t"""or,iirn it, tìrere êr'osc in hin .bhe

vision agaln of thai: room@ 6 ø * iie i+a.s c-rouching on
a lor'¡ stor:l in frant of ti:e trrol1åJtrs seat; and he
l+as }e¿rning his heed on her aird r¡hen he looked up
ini,ci her face, thai:, Íace 'oore the fea"Luyes a¡d Nhe
srail.e qf; the l.jolteil ",'dro ire.d s¡;oken to him thai ver¡'
nifrht"'r

And aJ-though ûlrove seerils to refuse tc adnit that, he cou-ld

have gone this far in the direction of the Natural-ísts¡ this oassage

L have quoted could not be more firmly baseC on a deterrúnist ,ohiIo-

sophy than it is, And in addition to ì;his díreet stat€snent of deter-

miniçui there is Lhe aCditional evidence that, in Settlers of the l"farsh

'bhere is real-ly no reference to religion er.cept to the olC tesi:ament

versi-cn of Ïllenrs father. Grcveu a'' this ii:rie in hi"s career, f be-

lieve, vras passing thrcugh a stage in iirich he was at I east close tc

being an e.iheist. rn ac'bual- fect in his stripping dom of the C¿nadian

tul
Th'ï rl nn ryR '7Aq vrJo ¡vq | /ê
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'i'iest for his novels, ûn€ of the faceLs of liÍe sfr'ípped of í -¡er']¡

o:y.l:' i n ernh rrnyg] is bjra'c of a-i"v re.l i øi611c 'ì'i f g. fn Southef-n

l..ranitoba¡ thc ìrornc o¡ *be SpeJdinq; in Se.skatchel,..an, the ìlone of

John trliiot; ü.ilci nov,r in the i'iarsh distríct of Í'íaitit,oba Nhere $eems

rlever bo ha.ve been even a surïner ¡nissíon str:der:f" leL alone è-n or*

ganj:%ed chi:rch,

In Þ_e!tlpgF*q1*_Lþç_!{e{ç! ås i n !qqq!q_ qJ _!q__ -Ea['q_h, despÍfe

'rhe facN that the bock as pubhshed is a distill.atiorr, or perha.ps

because of i;ll.is iilct, ihe ,cloN s'bructure is architeci;ur"all¡r beauti*

ful" In Þ_-e_iq!l$n:_o_{. *t_if_eJe.q,$¡ NÌre sior;; of the hero, \íiel s¡ anci Nhe

rlci; oÍ''r,he book i:.o\.e Lo.iel,hei'n]:1,o the i;ur.ning ncint ¡-ii,l Lhen dot,n

,.4No'bhe denouenenb, iribhouf lhei"e ever being an)'ùiffj.cultf iir keepinS

ihe der¡elor:ineni of ch.ara.ci,ey a:rC, lhe cl.evelor-rrLenf of stor¡z 'bc6et,her.

Through the rising action of the stor¡r l'lielst dreen grådll.nll)/ becorite.s

rnore anrl nore concrete al'¡ri"åe ¡:xliLliJi;r of the d.rea¡i being real-ized seetns

ì;o beco:ne nore and nore ceriai.n" As we a,pnroach the crisis i'li-els ac*.

'i;uaJ-J--v l?tiisÏres the .rhit,e iì,ange-Líne liouse, r"hich is necesserSr ¿o ',r*

r"ealizin¡¡ of hìs drea¡r" After fhe de¿li,h of her fa'i,her,ilten a¡rd" i{iels

beco.r,re frjendly" üieLs is slcl¡iv ga.therin3 Loqet.lier encugh,r-¿.ieriaf-

i,¡ealfli io suir .,crt his drea¡n, *nd Nhough bhe C}ara -Lhene is eoundeC

i..ir fhe be.cìr¡rou-nc1, anci Nhoirgir the d-el,erinj-nist 'r,iretle i s also sou-nied

oirÉncr"rsl-;¡r itiiel s seeins -Lo be i::ovinc' h¡i-¡,:iì ,r i,nr,,i.ei.ds the consu-:u¡iaii-orl

of hi-s .Jis:on"

ùn criç ccc¿¿çion bJ, accí'j-erti l:e rneetg l.jrs:, Vo,qel ¿¿s shç corjles
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-l'ron ii'ie ir'¡in encì he iakes iier to her hoile;

'Ihey I sfithe -Lc'¡,tr'

le feli as if he wer"<¿ ihror'¡l ba.ck intc cheas " '
iie hacl rhoil,¡,;ht Lha.t he had Íouichi a.il bhis

d"o-,r.rn years ago. lij-s conqi-Ìes'L hac been a sp*cicus
oiie" ¡ie h¡.d. conqtr.ereC by t're aiC of a, fickle
aily: cit"ci;-lltsi¡nce" 6 o 'SoriLetLri¡it 1¡ia-s s'fi11
stir'::'eC- in hin b¡r i;his -r';oiiia-n, sone1:it-'lng io-ur,

C-i sgr"a.ceÍ'uJ- 
"In spi le of ilis t".ien"-y-nii.Le i¡ea.lls ile l'¿as

iloN e,'-Êeri.enceC errcugir 'r,o lsio-r; ih¿¿i; lhis sclle-Lìri"ng

i,¡or,.l-d. have k¡een s-bír'r'ed in Ìrirn b.;; atr¡' ì'';'oÌllå^ll.

And iirj,s 'ï¿,s aÌl artfr-il r,^icl'lelfå artfu.l elor:gh noi
fospeaJl",

i'le ¡ia,nced a.i; l,he r','orlan. Sfie l'íeË sctìl1d 3-6-

lee;:" iolrehor.¡ iier art,i ilicial-:ì-i¡r r¡as haif striprei
d.tri¿í,r,¡: siie icckec iike ¡.:'el-l c ol ¡-r:ci.ent'Leilp-ia'i;icils

') t'l

¡¡rci fin¿1]-l;;i Lire llomen'ì; of cr"j-sis ar¡i.res; on a sllrlila;' i[iels

, -be a'rcl, .lh¿i,le;¡ ina^lci:r'l in !'r'uj.f s of i;he

serure .,'¿i'r,hi-n tÌris hol-l-oitecl-orrt secii-on ihe

i,r.¡o ch¿racier.s beccri'Le clos:'r thi;in thei'heve ever'.been in theiz" i1¡¡es

be-íore, '*rd so rrilh i:)re pr"ireer¡al- elenents cf

d-esirr:s ¿.ncj- stloLio;rrs ancl.

.*he stcrtn ragin,t ri'i;ir-

an.j Eiien go r,;alkin,q -ùl

fivst .iro¡¡r ihe ioir o.:i a'

ter å-r, i'i,s 'oase - as cJ.j-d

Ear|ii" ileeling sa1le and.

cr-i'i, anC, 'bi-ie Þrinit,ive

r,;i'l,lrii-n i,heir" brea.s"Ls"iriels anct Eil-el ¿.11r 1oâcil

ï'e j Êc-ú-i"on;

28
¡ i-,ì -rrLJi0I

i,he i^¡ocds; a s'i,orn arises, ',r'hicÌ¡ bhey r'.raLcir

heð¡ si¿Lclt eni fhen fi:on a- irol-l-or'¡ed-out shel-

frrist::a.'ii clns r"agi-nq

the l:r'r:!,osaJ.. arC- fhe

pp, L3.?*L35 "
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;;'lhe a-Lt' -Ls lli"ea.ihless: even Nhe sl iilÌlf
'',';af i;i::g fl o'¡ fvon i:i:* e¿st lla's ceaseci"
i.,la'ciire Iies prosi:r'a|e in e:ipecia"Lion oí
'biie scoiirEe ',,ìr:,i '1 s coirLi irgu coltL-.rng' The

l¡ai-i- oÍ ciouci has c-ri Í'f e¡entia-ierl; tliere
a.ï'e fl','or ihreei ?iâ\res oi' :l-iriosì; bl a'clt; ín fronl,
a. ç!'!lgJ rmg fesicon of looseu i'ihi-'ce, íloccu-lent
iûanese seefhi:rg, ¡¿ii1"l i-r-r;, " ' " -+ i"'inking cf
-LiXhL runs ihrouqh Lhe fir.si i'¡¿ve oÍ blacþu ti
dist,ant r'r-r:nbling he::ef,ds ihe siorrn " . 'ta1

T'he iliy.ee-[oJ-rj- de¡¡e]-0,l1'ien.i. cf ii-re crj,sis is j-nberspe'rsed r''ri'r'n s:übc]ic

and for-çbocljng i:r.cident-s" .jus'r: ¿rs fhe siorn r,,'rti: ris l:lacl'l a:ld- "irife

s)rlti:c]-isin ancl- iis c]-oseness i:c be-ing a- pat'he'cic fall ac.i:r llleceded the

i'irs¡ 1:ejecbion sc Ì;he .d.e¡.Lh cÍ Si¿+ri'dscn í'oreshad-oris the eiq:ì-ar"rai;ion

b;' iÏlien.

,is iriì-els t,hinks a.bcr-t'L fÌre cieai:ii of $i¡urcì-son his iÌrou,r,hbs

a.g,a-i-n "i;u-r'n to ar: intui-Live -iurdersia'ed-i::g of clel":ririnisn;

rrri;þ5r crid iN l:¿.ve to be ::oday? '¡ihen rife
was h¿rC. lo bear as ii was, . , ii/11p.,-N rnr35

l-ife an¡rey? H clunb shifting of forces"
Grass grew ancì, tøas t:'oticì.en cìcr"rn; ancl it
kner.r nct r'^.rhy, Iie hi:aself - this ¡¡er)¡

afieriroon ihere hacì. been irr hirrr üte jo;r sf
grass grov;ingu ir.'i-gs bu"Cclir-ng, }:iossoms oile-n-
ing to the air of-' spring, TLre gra.ss had-

bee::r s'Leprred on; the twi-g ha.d been Ï.;roken;
Lj-re bl-ossor:is níP-'ed b;,' frost.

Iie, irl-i els¡ a '!,iorkmËìn -i n God-ls garden?
iiho ,,'¡as Go'J a;r.;rv"ay?

Íhe iiishest 'uie can aspíi'e io jn ihis
i:lÍe i s ih¡:.f r+e iieei r+e leave a gal^behind"
ån -l;he li-¡es of o1,Ìrer"s r,';hen we ga' )\)

*/--, 
" - i t /

+_Lllg" e p" -rlrc"

{t ì-"r¡-!E" , ; p. 1,i2,*i j) 
"



ïlhis 2celì c -þu-::s',:, oí- 'ihougrrf., ¡l--lLosf a soi-iloqu";',

'liie arci,e',,;;r13¿L s;.1;rbol oí the t-lrcle of g::ass ''¡lti-cil

\.t'l

oncÇ a.,qarll uses

lrove t.seC frc ei_

T'he seconcl oleveLoirnent oí -i;he 'Lhree sta'fe crl-sÌ;q ccÌ:Ìcern$

ill-enl s t:ai,ire 'r,i" 
"g-,rsl 

ilL-i On of irer r¡oW; 'oe'l,l'¡een i'h-ì-S sla',qe o'i 'i'i:e

crisis ¿nct ihe ihrrcl s';a.¡¡e, i,i].e ;it¿ìrriage, i'liel s carTj-es oll a ccl1veÏså*

Lion,,.¡jiÌr Heltn r,;Ìrich e>lucles C-r¿¡iraLic ir:on¡¡ as llahn, ín t¡r-lI<ing of p:'o-

sr,ifu-i;es begins '"o sa;.r

ìtTirere o s cne iti ¡rsi1¡. ' "' 
3L

';;i1ç¡ i'ii-els ;rields to r'ila::ass sedl¡.ctj-veness ].he noose iias i:een ejread¡r

jjixed ¡lpout' his neclc. :xrci in,';c'-:d. G::eelç feshion iÌre ira:ged';- iras ìreen

<j-ei,erlrúneC; r.;e !,flolj; iilaL tire acldecl ss¡¡¡1;-ì-i-caiì ons i'¡ilI inevilai:lJi lead

-i,o e cru.sliiirg oíl'L,ire hero, Bur. i'lieis, a Gror¡e heÏ'Ô, dces glerge -'"i'i:'ir

'L,he irr"one'i;hean accepiance of his Íal,e a,r:cÌ a cerfe.in e;r-rlia'',ion beclrr-rse

of su-cceed-ing in Lhe sì:r"uggie, ,!-'r,hough he has to pass 1-hrc'ugil the

drea-d.í'ul- i)s)rcholo,gic¿rl- dei,erj-creiì on of iris wif e sllcl irer goaciing of

iij-¡:l int,o ilis final aci of nur.cì.er'; alLhough he has to spené over s'ìx

]iears Ín i.,ri son; I,Jl eJ-s eìrerges fror 1:rison aÌ:Ie fo shalce his fis'L ai'

ihe gocls el'lc-ì l,c reirrrn to h:i,s l¡nC and' eve:ltu¿l-l¡¡ t'c ira'pciness i"t-ih

:iLLen" Fie s¡:-ffers Lhrough a. period of irurgåiion leacì.Í-ng No sal-v;''¿ion"

Ëq.!!rqqq q{ !il_c_ ii:qt:qil as i:ri:þli.shec enri.s ¡,'riiir ¿. noie of hoi-,Ê¡

a feeiing L,hai 1,he r¡ision r.ríll 'i:¡e re¿Ltz,eùr

ñ1-**-È9", T)" I(ó.



Ás iney Co, a rrj,sion

-Ln 'rÌ-ie i':iai:r.r.scriÐ-b versicn ci

-L-l-ii

'r:
¿rises bei,o¡een iìi:-.,, sìti.reci'¡' )olh' -

f.he sp.ne ciialrfer lÌie chal¡ter ends v;-itir

a reirebíiion oí ti-ie vi-qion:

'iìLe;' ¿vs sitting 1;ogetirer in a srnalL rooln,
ai.'¡ìnNer t-ìiner the -rinter of life: "r;itir fire
.;iind itoiJing ancl steJking orrisicle* tle i'rind
of the '¡¡or'}d, fn tire siove nearbi' a fi::e i s
roaring, radiating iis geniaì- l":a.r"rnth" r{ l-årtp
ís shedúin¡i ii;s hoiilel-¡' I-Lg,ht, Í:'o1,. airove over
head and. shorrlciers, 'And as 'l,he;r loolt af each
oihe:: l'¡i1,h r;r-iie',, si:dl-e, Lhq¡ are , tt¿"t'ti-n"; to
Lr:e pi.i; l,e:: paite:: cÍ' l-iiile Jleet sor-tncliieg d-o"*'nl

f::olvi arocvej -i";ìlerû 'L,he chj-td.i:en a.i"e roi'tiiiirg fo" .r"
a Ílew irirrril,es befo.re Lhey bcif inio lÌ^rej-r l:eCs.J'

Ïn ì.his lira¡usciilf i¡ersioi: of bi:e ci-¡ncluclj-ng :rai:'b of tire

novel Lhei:e is arl lloilcljue .,^¡nicjl is noL -ì r;cl uded in Nhe l-'';bl-ished

.¡eisj-on of Þç:¿þ¡,gi:g.*gi--!-iig*ljgggn" lliis epilo,+le seejiLs io iridicate

iire.N Grove acLue,lli'di-d.pJ-a,n fo -na-ibe anoihev boolt abou-l: liie mav*

r"iecl life of iiiels *1¿;,,llen, .llhis nê.]¡ h¡lve been bhe boolc he in-

tended t-r aevelop fro:it iha.-b iiriro. Lit,le IC}-9*-gitçLl9ËÊLg in the

first pâiìes of i;he rnaì1uscï'ípi entítl-ect li$g.9{.p-" ln any case ihe

ei-,i] ogu-e enpiri:sizeC itre i'rolnethean vieu of iriiels" i"loi on,L;r ¿'o*"

ì:e acce¡:'l; his f a,-ie and L:ise írc;-r. 'i,lLe lJror,loll*roly r,c shaìre hís frsL ai

-LÌre Go,js; bi-rL he j:ìåìlaGes Lo l"ebrrild a tiie r'¿hich d.oes reaii:re cci;il:l-eie1-;¡i

,,,he ..'isi-ctr r¡hich ire h¿s pu:'sr-l.eC.

1/
' _r ',.1.-t

;-:*:o.i :o -'-'Lo

j3.' p iiri^r¡. .'r"1',ii, I eri ina-l ttef Sioli))t| o t- 1:1:jlLu.SCl'f,;tj Ol'13
í.i-n¿.'i ,-¿:-ri; oÍ' :elLie''s oí' ihe "iI:*, ! -; -',r.."ir,r.ì:.+- r-: booki eis:

{nei; acquj.:;i-Lionsi Gro're Üol--Lecticu, ,Jni..rel'si',-¡ of iia-piioba'

oi lhe
tiox L
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un1.1,- a i.,or:ci eg" l-,.;o neeCs 't,c be ail<}e'l-"

'll\e !;a.T c¿ìlire ülÔ 'rJeni . 'i N t',"gs â. r,^ig;'Je

iÌi¿i :'o-.e , í:a.ssed ^¡cl i'e-l l-. '" . . iii-si. .t*
il l -er: lived lÐt¿e*u.^,er &s ne¿1 e,¡:ri '.';iíe íor or¡er
forì.y ./e,3.rs" 'fÌre¡,' had Ùhree cìrijciren. Bui,

tÌlei-¡, lrrar.i.ied,. -l'ì îe :loriru¡ ''the 'ropic of a chfi'er'*
eilb sic::.i'" -iir i.¡¿l,s iirl-l of g::ief and scri-oi'¡,
-iul.L of cere ¿nd. iribuleLion, büt also íu-i-l- oÍ
jo;r e:rcì (o t'rcrcl '.'.ibici: 'i ca:-rirot <iecípne.,:)
ir: 'i;ire end of ';he-ì t' I iíe iire.:¡ lived -Ln 'liie

;iiriLe l'tange i-in6 iìcuse -'¡rj-cìr a¡:ari frcn,
riÉnor aJ- ì;eraii ons sia;rcls t,odå;l . . * ')!-i'

t,),-... ,



Cli;f'f¡;i V

Tl|j Ítüji Ûi¡ i,:Li.'it

I{C*iC¿9-*qLr!å1.*9, Lìr"cve's Llr-irC' pr'arr'ie novel :;o be p'ub-

}:"i-s-;}:ed., ai:peared. in }930" ¿lthou'8ir: accoz.di:rg |o jris recorcs, Grove

begen -¿u,,.r¡ii,ê +;his novel in 1913 it rr,as, cert,d.l-i'Il-i1¡ íor tire ltþs.'Û llsrte

r.riu;en'rrL L92lA Íol.lo,.án¡g Lire accei:ietce .f gygi-JB"4"gÆg*¿"e'

¡rlì,hoägit tfre nor¡el 1¡35 pu'c-lished' rmclei: ihe Lrlle, Ë:'q:9*{9

gg**üg* i-¡rov'ç obrrio'-lsi-y ¿isi-Lked ilie ì'i'uie irir.'¿nsel-)¡:

âçg-:iggfgçt ûr 1{igl9åge.Ì199¡ for 
"" 

ich a

ï"lrf-j-.hei" invented ihe p::epos'Lerou's liile,
The Yoice oÍ LiÍe"l-

'i"!re book thai .l- cs-ì.i-ed- 1ÈqÀg9-"-ql1q9.'

::{oågåq-?,:ç.g, r,^;hi,ci't uncieri,he horri-ble ano

*i 
" 
f *¡,:.rrg publ i s h er I s'c i t r e 

^'t'Ll 
e*I9,59*"*iåiåq

'n¡¡-Ls lto.L to a.ÌJ,ear till- 1930")

'i-'he manuscrir:'b for Lire Yolte of Lif e is aL' i:r"esenl -'i n l'ox I

of (r'eceir'l acquì-sitions) the

veJuabl-e finC b¡r i'l::s" 'riiens

of i,iar-:-lioba- in ,rpril L95|'

cì.oes fhe LitJ-e, I[ç-*{p-ltg,-p*i -¡.iig, eppear iloìre sur-,o:'isi¡rg!-y enc"lgh

cloes bire ii'i,le: i4""Jggqg:gg,

I*i,' . i','..iro.r e, j?*:-gg; gg*qrlj:L:# r i'j ecrLill t't'', 
.L) 

l'/c,

)-. ,r- I 5f /t n -1'\/]Ùrv-è. :rø )/,-4

?-" ^.1 /
'19*Ê.r ì)o J:;oo

Gro-¿e Üollectiony p.ncl is part o'i lÌre

iinich she Lu-rneC- over io the Univel"sít;r

in tllis lll¡räì;iscri,ût ¿:.-L no 1,ime, of cr:u-i:se,

p" 32Ç "



l_?J

seript is grr.'en ¿s :¡Sg+l--ü:ùggr:gg+úa-ËË' rt :r-s in'l.e:.es';i,r1 fc con*

pare 'cÌTe ina-ir.usc::ipt, i';ri"h l,i:e ì:oc,it as q-rbJ ishei; no-i, onl;r is tÌ,is

lhe Grove r:¡.nuscl'i irt uiih tile íer*esf a-l ieratrons in i-b, 'cLrf j-t is

¡.]-so il-ie meu-ruscril:',, r¡ii,n 'Lhe fei+est differæçgs þ¿f,ween it ¿urd Nhe

puÌ:iishecÌ booh" îheie az'e, 6f cs:t¡sej -qolíte citangesu but in cornpa'rí-

son i,,¡i-fh ilie rest ci-i;he,orairie novels of Grove I r.;or-i-l-d- sa¿-Lhe.i

,'Inç ,+ç*ç o-Í_"-þJç is Lhe otre -r":hich," as pu1:lisl:ecl, colies rcos',: direrctl¡r

fro:rr ihe 1'err of ll::edericit i'Ìrili.p C,rotre as he Íirst conceived tlre bcok.

So:rte of Lhe i¡iost signi ficanl cile;r¿cs n'Lade in i,he nc'¡el-

ccncern ihe names of the clier¿lcl-ers" -ln 'fÌ:e litanrr-scri;o'r, 'ì:il ere is a

Í"olcieci piece of pape::'cn r"¡nicli Ll::ove has iisied'lhe v;ì.1j.¡r¿s charac-

ters, obriiouil-;i r^¡Ìiile l.hinilin¿; abotti t,hei¡' nsllles. Fiûl iïi 'bire st,ep-

faihe:1, was o::i-¿=';inal-1;r i-lahn md appeårs as sucir Ío¡' bjre firsN part

of i;he rnânu.scïipru, Len 3i:erner, i-n Li:e iisi,, ldas ð-t one rilte Bert

and. af-so i'ed. L;idia Ì''tr¿is c,l'lled Dora, Doll;', a:'d -l,idCy" It is n"y-

belief ',,h;,.l, Len, for Lecna.rcl, s¡¡nbolizes ì;fre poieni,ie.l oÍ i;he stu"*

dent, a-rLCL j-s rel¡--;ì,ed. io Lecnard-o c1¿-¡, V:Lirci, r¡;ho ce::ia.i-tl;r cor-ilcl be

l,eÐres€,iieC¡ as -'lle a-rchet:p¿l slrnbol oÍ ihe l13l:r cÍ' ì ear'rirr,l a,:il

ci;.liu::'e" I suspeci ihat Grove fine.L-iJ' cirose Len an,l L;'cÌia bc¡;iirriing

''¡j-';h the s¡:,ie l-etter" anrL t"r\erQîpT2¡ L-'Êl:håii:s su,::ies'úin.E 3 nð.-r,uïa-l ccn-

necl,j-orr be '¡i+een 'l--,lie cii¡.r'acLers" Lr,dia, I tirinh, j-s Cer'ì '¡ed noi Íror¡l

lhe lJ¡cìia cî iiie ÌjíÌ¡l-e but Ílroü, l';,"cha:: * L.r'ciia:t:ttûiie, oite of Liie ío'r-u:

pr'i.nc-rpal tlciles o-i ancienN treek ;nr-rsic, a. ¡r-d.noi' sca¿e apl,L:opl'-ia'Ue to

sof| it;.Niros, Û-i cou-rse , oire of ì;he iiic'l;icí:eT-,:l ;lca:i-Lt-:1s Íor i,;rcl-!.¡¡1 i5
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eJ-so .¡c},-ipt,ri,¡ç5, i.¡irich coi:-l Li ¿ss i:e par''1, oÍ iile s;'nbolrs::n involi'ed

ii: ihe use o_i-i,iij-s ancien¡ na:;Le b¡i ürove" there åre ¿ìlÐ,f on ihe

sneei oÍi 
'aper 

so:;re inie¡esii,:ig íjruor-ai:|ons. une cf thei:l relales

to L;v'dia:

'Î,'ioiiLen nct lhe e:lC cl r-ife bu''r' i-tsrte¿r:-* Lo nan

'lire oPPosit,e * L;riì-i-a,.tr 
¿t

¡¿loNi:er inleresl,ing qrr.r-'ia.iion on ille sl::ee-L is ås foi- o''""-*å

'ì'jhe accounf r+efve {o*" fo seÌ;i,le betr.¡oen -ús conc.eT"ns

irs ti^;o alone"
:,erve gci to,go i-i:to i'he r¡ilrier.nÊss:'c cJ'o i¡'tt)

,iii:i-s _rìu,oi;¿lion a,Ëe¿ìrs '¡itÌr a few ai-ieraí:Lorls e.s 1.lie ccnclusion of

chairie:: ihree cf irar'l IV oí i:he lubl-ished novel:

It'Lhe accorln'b '',¡ilicÌ't 'dle 'ú1'ío have io se'j:lle
ùonceÌ'ns us alone" .,e nusl ha"ve 'rhe

vn-l C,e::ress to C.o i-b i-n'¡1ó

one of ihe icos'b in'ceresiiilg facels of Gro.¡ets pralrie

novels j-s {he i:na¡¡e of |he tea.citer wi"rich he has ir:jec'Led into

prairie I rf e. In boih :-it¡i!.ç*qå:hç 4a-r!þ and ltb-e-{?kg-gå -Lii9

i:iii s inage or s;tnbsl lias bee¡r clearj-;r pro jecteC. 'ln SqtsiiiE*gf

ihe llar"ih lire fee-ciie:: is Eraine and in iil,lq-Is,iç--of Liie -Lt is

tra_lrford. It is-ìn'ber.esij-rr¿ il-rai in his shavinq C-own of iiie i'lesiern

Cana-dian environneni io sili*, hís ÐLrrltoses i-re iias coiiLpletely reilo'\red

4¡'" lr" Grove, ¡rencili-eC noie in nanuscr-i-.l,-'- of ilo,r-ra-L 0ppcr-
i,.ririties, tsox i (recãttt acqi:i-sit,ions), t,he Ciror¡e Ccîleciíonu 'i'1.1e

Uni.¡ersi i)¡ oí iianiioba'

/ i nt ñ

ó,., ;. Llrove, .1,ug*Lq.kg*qå_Liåç, iia.cnilr en, LjlO, '¡:" jL6"
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iire s-iereoly¡red i¡oun3 fema-l-e schoclieacher' In bcNh Set.i;lers of i,he

*gg-d: und .gg]llg¿Ig*{qeod bhere is no clea:l rLenlion inaile of a iea'chev

at al-l_.u ffic in i:ire oÌ;her fruo p::airie novels tha| teacher is.:n older

nÌe¿. tìoih these old.e¡: iiren ha.¿e long bea::cis:

Olil nan ijlaine . " ' ' nis san$X gre¡'--strealreC
beard reachiirg -uo his r'¿aist" ¡'

'jlne bo¡' co:rfronied lire or¡'llêi' oi tire voice, Ê
'aea.rded rße:'1 consíderabli¡ or¡er i¡'i-c'idl e ase""

iloth tLrese bearcJ.ed. nen seênl Lo be sLrangel;r leavned a:rd' dediceiecL ancl

soner.¡hat cl-ifij-cu¿b.Lo e::i:lain in Lhe rnidsi of bhe pioneer backgreu-nd

of ilrove!s ì:ochs" iloLh nen ¿re insp..:-r'ed Leachers and. both nien -ciiù

i,hei:. pu.pi'ls ''co aspire No great heighis, In 'i;he relationship bei;'¡¡een

jlla:-ne end rjÌrarl-ie in t,rq+3e-gl-"¿4g-¡ìq¿:gþ \r,'e see an alnosL exacL

para"llel v,i-ih i;he Urav+foro a:rd Len relaLionship in *"he lqitg*p-f -L!fq,

even to the ini;erest in ornithology.

John ¡dan Orawford, the teacher ít't j[gJ-gþe -of -Li{e, has

bee. na,ned. Johrr Âda,ri bJ¡ Grove because oi the dual s¡'m'bolisn ínvol-ved

in those tr,r: iliblicaJ- namess <Jonn a¡s B¡{'tiste Nhe great teacher

dno went, befo¡'ç \,hrasu preparing Ì;he r'iay for hi'n, and "ada:n, ¿he íirsl

man of atl" The image projected, aiithcuu I'eief'ens€ to the ne'::res of the

mene is of grea.t learning ancl rcisdcrn" That Learning is sSrn'Lbolizei

in øæny ways in bcih books; per'haps one of Lhe mast obvious is the 11se

of ihe arciretypal synrb*l of tight representing learriing as opposed to

F" Grcve, I.fqLNÊ qf--the Eq{:t'4, l'{cC3-r:ll'and and btetr'art'¡

Õil
1'"

'¡ o"? nL /)) 9 yq

P. Grove, Ihe-Ïqlfe-oí -Lif g
Iuæ.crniLl.anu L930u F. /lu
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ine represeni¡-tian of íg¡ore-:rce 
.Ï:)' d'arkness" Á's á'exte nesr the

first "f i]:-"**,81i:.li{f is l-eading }ris corçs hoine he sees the

light in I4r' Crar"¡fordBs co'rtage;

'Iiren, suddenJ-y, he sar+ a peint of lighL ahead'

rì:, proceed-ed' iron a lanç burning in t-ir'Cre'wfordrs
cor,iage" It sliowect j:he cl-irection"Y

It, is this s:'¡r¡iccl of ] ear.nín¿: tharl T,en fol].orts for. hi.s whole

sìror"t tif e; at fhe end oí the novel- he tell s L}'d-ia of the thz"ee r¡isions

he had had in his ii-feline:

r1Éve hacl iÌ:ree roll-shes since I rn¡as I" Üne

oí thei¡. r*r¿s to jrossëss all l<nor'¡Ledge'
j'¡lo'Lhers Lc see the LaJce, i"rt'hin ¿ v¡eel<

it, ''/'ri11 be fulfilled-"rl
ôô6@oeþeaøa

rrThe ihirci l'rishrrr he add''ed, r¡was to possess

'wou'rirC-)

tsefore proceed.ing rrit,h a ùiscttssion of ihe Cra"t¡ford image

I i.¡il-], nenti-on ¡¡s Lake s;rrnbol r'rhiciru of couv'se, is overpor';ering in

this novel. The Lalie ancì iLs connection i'iNh deat'li canrioN'but help

to crea'Le the irrre-ge oí i{ing -art'hurt s C'eafi: on t'he shore of i;he }a'lce

andthet.hyeeblackqueensbearinglri:iial';ayi.nthebarge.Atone

poi nt l.,lnite L,",clj-a is looking after hi-ni in his delrriurn he spoke

of ",r¡onen;

rrtro d-or'n'l tirererrr ire said, riaiicl ask lhe tuo v¡'rr:ren

r";hai fire;' lre.n'L oí me"1¡

êoêpoçooqo6aeø

a--.
'-!ÞåË.s p"t)'

noH" t P" 29Û'
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11Dorìîl Ycu see thcn? 'lheyrv'e been r*aLch-ing

ne for 1-¡ç la,.t i'';ic da"¡rs. fhe olC -idofüen--

in bl ack shar.¡l-s. Go cl.or'¡r and ask tirein'rrrl'

îhere årÉl nan)¡ such e)r¿iîtnl-es oÍ

i,.noiri-eO,ge of 1i ier¿.-r,u]Î€; tirese

-L|:e s¡rrntrolisrL of 'Iire Lake, elle

Cz.æ.r.rtforcl, e¿,lrl Jt i n '¿he

r:Í ilre i.;rrsl:l eiri- l'r'er¡alenl, in a

archet,"'pal s;rntbol s Cre'',"n f ron Gro'¡e I s

r:v,o, ihe s.,':irlclis'li' oí ligitN a:C

bui. Lr,.o obv'joi-is ontË"

bc,i.rì.;, j.s shovir: to h¿¡.ve aii und-err;fe'nCin¿

pÍcneer socief¡':

i-ie itnew the concli-Liotls in ilionee" "çf¿-l 
e'nenis

oilihebilslit'"her"etlrelabc'urofl{ollLenandcÌri}*
Cren r.s¡:,s not on-L;r an asset' bui; ¿in ind'ì-spensoþle
necessiiy; Íorr r'rìlil e 'r,he f¿i'j:iler cveoÍed fuiure
.¡eef ,-ir -c;r clearitig 'uhe lanci, ihe resi oil ine
:,Ìanil3; liad 'ro ila-l'ie tbe l''''ing b;' sell-i-n¡; buiier'
airci e;¡¡1s, pr'od-r-:.cec1 unller cir-cur:rsta'nces rn'hj-cir

n,¡.¿e .,riãrâ lrifles j-n'Lo ha;'d iasks dernanc1i'g pai*
ienee enci enCLura.nce i¡orihy oí be'Ller rer¡ierds"rr-

Thus clearj-y stiLted. eari¡r i-n iire booi< is perila''os llie ma'jor soci'a'l

pr.obleli riiji ,,,¡i-ljcjr ,]r,ove t:tust, o.eaJ" 
"'his 

i:robl øn is jrist, i,ire ty¡:e

of prcblern -bh¿.f lbseÌr -r,rol.l.ld- have cllosen for one of i,j-s '-L::al¡ias irad

ìre been canaclien. Len, a- stî¿dmt "'rith 
grea.t pcteriLial aì:iJ-ii;r,

is Li-ne ancl again forced- to und'erlake physical v¡or'1c'Lo he]-i: out

hrs nc'i,her ancL sr.epf'athe:: in bhej-:r strugsJe for su-rvirral- a'gai-rrsi

.bhe r"epea;i;ecì a.iiacks ;:l nålilire " i'e:\;; i-n Lìre book Üra'.rforcl ins¡rii"es

lçn "r¡i',ir iÌre cl-esirc for leamin,g: 1,h::o'i¡iÌiout iìre novel Lhis ciesj-'r'e

i s th"ç.¡arLecL t::l i,hc u¡j-rieniLi-;r i)o''"rer o'[ ne"t'ure"

'.[he !ic".;'i;í]i'c¡r*s¡ sitou,IC- l.'Ie Sa]¡ nei:elJ¡ Ll'Ìe ]i'r*
d,if íerenc e? -oÎ n¿'Nti-re l,or"'arci.s n¿'n is a i:owerfu'i
facloy in l-ent s f¡us1,r'aíi on, the firsi nafu:ral
cal-as-brophe is a- ha.ii sLcn¡1, '[a:niiiar sl']jrr]ier nena'ce

on 'ùhe prair'iesri'¡i-iich cìesfro;is al--l- t'ire crops of tlie

-''sid' 
")" 

J-)"
1)... . - /
i4¡ ha^ r\ ¡l

-L L'-L\-a e â lt ø '- ø
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,;isi¡'ict. It:.';ie¿.ri. of soendi-r,r-: Lire'rå.t'[e¡: ¿r.i,

schoci as he harì iiol:,ecl, j.elr :-s oi:l i!îed- io "r,nr'i<.

ei a I iir.:!:er câriil i_ir oi"iiei: to i;a;; liie jr-rii,eresì,

oli 'Lhe f¡rn debi. :.aier, ',rhen he is ort .i;lte

i-jo:i,il''t of .r:esu'ins his siudi es his sLepía.i:her"! s
horses qei iired in iiie rlarsilr and, iL,ì-e in agcni."
Tin::'l;j-:iLe ne ::ces. lc r,rorÌ.; -ì n ihe cii;f io help
olti irls iiârenis"-'

Afie:: j.ìr. Ú.r:e.rtfcriì has l-:ecolle -';Ìle lccal 'beacher he le.J-ìis one d..:¡r

abcu-i î,en;

leE fo:: a" rtesi,er"n chjLcL jie j-s resrra,r'k:Lb-Le" i-l e j-s
a. ,..;eni-ris in his; '';e,1'" ¡J.I_i're needs is ¿l-n opr-or:-
'[utrít;r" iie h¡.s '¡he .i]íre"r4

Lh:is booir- liclu¡:l Ot:port'rlniiies 
"

LaLer Cr.r.içfor'ä spee-ks d-ilecil)'ío -e;r stilr usiti¡l tiie l-Lgìrì:

¿-:.:,d fl-a;le $j,'rlboLisrr i'ath i'er;;,r"d 'r,o le erni-ng;

rriíhat a ltâJrì cl_oes Lo nake a lìuing;, na'ùters
l-ü1,1e, I'1, tlar,t,ers mu.cl1 "whaL his infl-uence
is in líÍ-e " Þ E " So -t becane a fe;¡.cher" ancl
r.iorked. riir in 'bh¿ib ii-ne. Not because I lranted-
'',,o i:ralie lnore ìTioneir; bui: becau-se i hungered ¿:ncj,

thi-rsied afier a hi¡3her ancl iz'u,er icÌea. of Life"
':ha:L inrnger c.i:r, i;ìiirsl i1;sel f is ha-cuj-ness :,en,
."e shafl neveir s'cill it" '.'; e shafl nevez'fi:rd.
'bru-'Lli" liui we nus'b strir¡e efNer iL i.¡ii,houi
slatrding sLill" ïou i'ieve_-rire s¡ark" i v;i-sh I
cotild ,Íl¿rn it into fia¡reorrj-2

,inC tiris j-s ihe,,\iê,,T Gïû1ie sees'L,he rcl-e of lhe'Leaclter * a learned

::ran r';Ìro seerches for" 'Llle sr-r¡¡.r4< and then fp,ils it lnio í-l e.r::re, irerhaps

seelt r.o sugge sL, 'blie ironJ' r:.i.i ieci _ì_n

i-9,.:5s P" 59"

P" 1.,3"

* jÐ 
e sri on d .P ac e.\r y I q.e_-d. qr*j,q-h_j hiÀiJ]-':rgJS, ììy e r so n,
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íhisi was ,.he',,'ra;r üvove se-T¡r ili:Aself ¿Ls he t,eught-ì n cne sn¡i--l- 1.,içs.1,ûrn

sciiool aiier" anclher'" iie was, tl.ã'i-]epse 'Lc rren'," western s'rudetrts ,¡hat,

*l;'at¡f'O¡C. i;¡',S tf l,en:

iriì-ì s vis'j oL:r Nooi-, tÌre sìrape oí a glor.ions surr-
rise, 'r,i-ie onl;' kinci oí llor"¡' r'.*rich he kner¡"
iie felt as i-f he .,.¿ere rra.pped in so]itr¡.'cde;
the ''ror'ds oi i;he ne-n b¡r Ì-iis side riere corrì-ng
f'ror a qree'L distance. Len t¡as in Lìre ¡:re-
sence of revelalion; anC '.irla1 r'¡as rer¡ealeci to
hj-nt l¡¡,.s Nte lr:e.jesti' oÍ h'ì s selÍ"'11-ó

iìu'L in i:1ie r,;a;/ of' the visj-on encì Lhe real-i-zaiioil of ihe vision sioocl

'Lhe accideilbs or pla-r:rec1 oirsl,a-cl,es of fate. One oÍ i,hese r',r¿s the

ha.:ilsicn:r, 'Lhe descri-1-,tion of r.'hich creates a någnil:cent çrein+vai

,1.;i:.c'-;grou-:rd. for tile hu,riair1,r'ated;rr r.¡hicit is to iake place on'bhe Ca-nadian

ìt'r',lir"ie:

rrÐuch j-s ,5ire a'¿racsphei.e before Lhe grand
slreciacirl¿.r events cf surniier on fhe pi'uir.ies:
*.n-¡n¡rì^ Ìhlrn'i ørc.',-¡'rn ^r ìrri Ivrlr:¡(.4v9 L uv¿:-r9

eoa

r'iyg¡r' r:u.nif esbaíio:r oi Lhe i:or,lers e'Ðove
enNeT"eC tire v:lsì:, sLill clo:,re of iire siry as
,,:o'n.'l s s.)Õkên 'l¡ehitrcÌ the r.riuqs enLer a de::ller-red-
siage. ïet, [irj-s sta3e '¡Iis ;:o{, d¡rk llui ratl:er
iilhfed r.,'j.fh a',"'eird, inco:.:lrr.ehensible r.aoia.nce
rúich nade colours aild cìeiails of í'o::n s',;and olLt
'¡;-i'bh narvel-lou.s b::illiance ¿rd d j s"iir-nctness år1d

af a:r enorírou-s distance"
oosooeo

iìrrrlr'l-.1 ri l'.lrp¡ r.ri ì-lr r i'f nv'^o ^'r-l ^rìpl.+ ^iiLÐL V_")úLj , V:Lrt!lg !r¿ çil <; LLçLVÇ ,ittù:4u,',_iu u-,
",¡ina riic:r ben¿ 'rhe ;'7o-.r-tr: nc'rlars ever;n.rire::e ¿o file
hz.e¡ic-i nc ¡¡,j'n1'. bher-e Ii¡.S ð. df.if::. i nr.' n¿r-ì q¡. '.¡h-i ¿ì1yvL.-J'uJ4.-'+l-¿-

r¡ ,'i dl rr j ¡¡-.".:p.acì in tro]-u_Le. j:,V,=i r¡..rì-e-,"r¡ ir¡i 1 i.e-vl J' ?rt.v! v rli¿: ¿ v

irounoe,i f::o::r i,ì:e 3Ì:or-rldj fi'o:i eve::'"i¿ilin¡: 'l,h.l1: cfierei
:ujtí."t:n:1'.

tu*l*tq' , F" L6 "
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'iire ,;voilii Seej;ied io si¿..n,_1, ín -¡:uilts. jjv'èrlr-
..,r'ìleí'e '',i'i'e ,;Ì'ee:-, scr:een of Ícliege was r.;Õne;
cnce lilore i,ire bi ack . (.'\i,:''\''r'eii sr,1ìlilns siood. or:-i,
i'' ãoiä'r.iï.r.I7""'

"ift,er ihis íj-rsi tas'i:.e oi tre.SectJ- Leir Eoes behind- the l:ai'n

to l¡e ,slone:

¿ ::el¡el Lious ini:u1se i::ade iiin asser'¿ -uhat e.¿en
noi.; lie l.rcrúd noN acknor'úed.ge de'lea.zt fa:: coiln-
'lries jrç -rt¡,s -ìoi-i_r,3 r,o see i,tLil l:is eJ'es: s.ìf.1.1;:.s
.;-L^-. ...,rr^ Ì. ^ --^ ^ -..o jn-. .Ln ,-.¡:--;er iai,h ìlj.S i;t.ì iti""UrrL)U.rli!) i¿J lid.Ð r- ----J -

al-.1- the 'oenui;.' bhere r,¿as j-n 'i;he 'unrld he r,¡as

3oin3 l;o ¿ras': r'¡j ¿r ,:is so,r-l-åaÒ

'l-'hl'i^ f r-r¡::, i,he ver-.r ',':tr qi. r¡.''' 'i,he licvei l,en d_oes acteijL i.úl¡.t Íei,e deal-s

hir.l *n.; Iille i:'r'or,ieLìrerls" rei,'ell':o;r5 i,1 5':-ì-r'il, ne siirr.¡ives Lo fi,g'n'L oll

,:,ld e;-.';-l-1, in -vdr¡ri he d.oes a.cn-i eve,

-ì.:r nlr:;r l,e;r5 i a¡ j-n ìliS i-ri1roCelrCe artl :ili'i-r,.¡ i-S; I ike -,iel C

o. .¿gtiieri*"gi*g+"e*!g1Ðg, a.ì-";rou¡ì: ';ile der:i.sicn oeL-,,,reeil Uile ;coi and

Lhe evil or be{,ween ';he blach and ihe ìrr'-Lghl i-" nc.L r'er-l-r-y hi-s, the

cì ecisi.o'r h¿v:Lng beeiri;airen ì:y L-.dia" lioireve'r iie Cocs have a rnysNic

unCersieilding oí i;hj-s d'¿e1isi"l in lrí'e. ìiarl;' iir i,he booic af'l,er'ire

ì.¡o l-'ae¡ c'i n¡'r.,=4 þ-,. :..r- rli-.¡r-'flr-,r.n i."z..l'ì r ^^:-Õc +C CO-:,.1Of t hi_A" ,ìS\''J l,r'

tiris converså.tjon '¿¡lies place ìre notices t-yciiats boson ¿nci. ihetr nc*

*.ices that she has noiiced:

Iie lu.i"ned and- entere,l ì;he classroorr r,¿ith ih.ai str.ange
feelin¡; i¡,j-cìi itiì.i¡ have si,oocl beLr"¡een A,d:r:i ¿rd. itrr¡e r,','hen

"ìie se.llleni i:ai l:hispe::er hi s iles:'a.;e, rr-,r¡.i-¡i" sicr.¡i;
Deus sci-enies 'bonun el nefrun,rl-l-)

j '7-, ,::å:ê,
+u ¡ ¡i-t ai

19r¡i ¿r +v+\4o !
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'fhis e:'çerj-ence is l¡e¿¿u Lífr.ll iy iriLe¡¡r:-led

1 ?c)

't,'i''iii a s"'¡¡rbol i-c axì:e::ience

LÌre li¡1 ,$j-ough; i,her-e -in '¡he

longl.nr Íb:r a, s;.cl-

-l¿Ler cn i'.¡Ì-ien Lei: has ¿l i¡rrs-Lic "uision 'r;;'

vi ¡'îin r:'rsh Íor +,he ilrsL ii",:,e ile e:tllcrien:es, 'r;-

.-^.rì,-. -ì.- 1.^+"--- t,2'O
?-aV:r)t -Lll I L.,uLLl çè

i^is age, ful-L- o.i er::i..:iiaii-c :1e-¿eloir::e^1is co:t*
ceniraLed- ínLo a fei., horr's, sa';ureíeC- itith
't¡hat is co:ir-rronl5t -epreaai cui ovel: yea:s of
+^ -.¡¡ rl .¡ ¡'¿-¡¡' ¡¡ 1f, j 

.}11 p r1r-,'¡l rl i n - 1..'.î S rllîe-
eninenNl.' ic¡t of bìte iliri;hic iroel:s r¡ltÒ ,::o-
ject. i-nto na.'Lu,::e ihe ¡rocreatiorrs of tira.'c
e.øe in r+hici: the¡' s¡¿"d of '¿ireirselves, ir Lne
forrLs of fabr.úoì.is concï-'escerlces of incongru--
ous pa,r'1,$ r.¡nj"ch the¡l n:u:rnoni se inNc ìnag'in*
able vrholes"2l

-i-n ihis irane of n,incL i.en sees a "fabulcrls creaìlit te" o22

'r,he bciy' oí a sma31- cr,eer; ihe ìleæd- tilai of
sraal-L bui noi:] J'-sha..¡red i:orse . . . a,nd- f::on
i Ls ÍcreÌreaC '';he:re sprarg a sin¡;l-e ho:,'rtu
sliiraliy l.Ðrlnd or LrrisLeC, iru.i .ce;."fecil;'
si:'ai;hl; ¡iLn'i e.rding Ln a. fire 1:oi;:t ii:ree
feei abo.¿e 1,lie head"

In a nonen'; t,he r,i-sir-on he Lrad seen r,iâ.s gone;
iN had v'esolved iise,l-Í into v¡hat he kne-*' by
r,ìre irar;le oÍ ju:n-cing aeer. é e ,';he horn on j-l,s
forehead was no ¡nore i;han the 'nra:rch cf one of
ihe bo1es" " " . Len fel-t sorry 'riii,n thai; sad-
ness wiri-ch or¡ev"comee Lrs tinen r..¡e scil or ireer a
oeauiifi.rl l:ra::vel- r'at,-Lonal.iy e>q;l ain ec',23

:nn aite:r iili s 'all ,e:rs io ìr'ì r-: ü.1i'-rl

girl-ish bcson. rr24'

as Go,J., krio'.¡ini Soc cl

cf Nhe lted,ge of a. ciress

is used tl:e .,itoL:-;1.or,

-'risíoi't 1;here

oil a. slende:r

" Te sh¿l--l- be

ihe visi cri

iind a-ga.in

a:ri evil[ "25

20', i.i .t*v+lla 9

,1
*Qà9" y

22
¿ r !q I q
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t_ ul-ct . ,2t;*** '
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I iaì

¡nti in ihc r¡ls'L oí a. novei.,.¡-Llli il;s seriing in ihe p:-ì-*

tle-;úÜanact-ian,tesLi'i¿sapire;r'ec'Lire¿rchetiri:a-ls'1'mìrolofì'hei'ní*

corl:Ij l"rno cal onl;r r:e trapi:eC b¡;r pj ¿çi¡l8 å' J¡oì;-n'r¿ 
-'a::gin i-n his

ira.u:rt,s, Íor '¡ilen l-re spi-es a -lrofì-ng virgin he r'¡itl :'utl and I ie dor'¡r

e;L her fee-b" surel;i Grove'i n'r,er:ds us i;o See ihe s¡:nbolisn of Len and

Ly'dia Íu iernis of '¿his n¡rLhicC- beasi"

l- can oni;ir i::'esu-rie th¿i i-i is Lhis sorL of passage iha't

lJesnonci i'âc€.-)¡ -b¿-1tes excepiion ;¿o 'ìrr iris crii;icisn of å':g*Y-çllç*gl

:*j-ile i'fuen he speaÌ<s oÍl ìi in i:Ìre Í'olì-o'+in.3 i'erns:

¡r'p*i, 'ì.,:c :irequ-entl)¡ it.rseelÌ1s -Lo :le i'o Ì;ranfiÊ'ress 1'he

I ¿l'¡ of pi:obá.hrtit;-*t;':o

Tneir by ;1ipiica'Lion ihi:ou¡,itoui, i-r:.s cha¡:ter on ågç*1g49 qÍ L¡filq

i)ace.V suggeÉiL5 i;l-rai; ihj s boik Oevi¿tles i'ron Gt-ove¡s creeC oí'' rea-L-

is:u. lJor,i Face¡r cloes i-lo''c rneniion bhd¿ passage u¡h.j-ch L have su¡lzesLed-

.r;ul, i.ï he -i^iere'bo suS,ges'|, l,hat it is v'olianiic I rroufcì' ha¡¡e hí:n oi'

o.¿ller crii,i cs ::e:lindeå bh¿:l 'uhe bccit is i-nf ended io be aboui' acolescence

or opporiunity and bhai in i,'¡¡'iti¡rg ihi-s 'book we are preseirLed 
"';'iiÌr

a irigirlv gifted- i:o;r 1¡6"" efforfs io reaiize hi-s i:oi;enti-al abilit';r

is consisieatly frusfr¡."Led. Sr-rreì-;,' a gifÌ;ed bo¡r in Lhe dep'[hs oÍl

adolescen"" '"^¡61r.Ld. be a-LioweC one :riiagi-nafive Íii-'3hN in r"inich he

r,;ou-id sec che lnyì,ir:Lcal ¿nicorn ¿ncl sitrel;;r aiso lie 'r¡oulcl tiien i'ind'er'-

go 'i;ile r:r'liversaf e;q:ei:ience o-fl di-níl-lu-sion.,neni bh¿t one ev-per'ì ences

260*",ro,',,i ?ace:iu.l"gqqqff.çrt-.{f}+.L, iiite¡:'son, L9Lv5, pu 56"
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l1l

iiren '1,Ìte i,'¡iiiqiri, fa-ir':r oil a. rnoiherrs cìr.essi-n,rg L¿.cLe'i:eco¡r-:es'i,he

ds.j1,1i:,it L, sceni i-'o-"tl-e -

DesironcL P¿¡-ce),t s riLosrú viol en'L crj-t,icísn is oÍ 'Llle en'-¡.ing

'frie i-olcc oi' ,"ii.e; i- have nen1;i-onei, befor-e i;lLe"l Pace;¡ se€llls Lo be

o'¡sessecl ',.;--ì-ii: anCì-ngs. I-ie st,ates Ìris crìticisn iü i'he ÍoJ-Io'n'tili9;

Grove has oít,en d.ecrieC roma.nNicisll as a

ii1,erar1' trlethod-, and for i-he irosN par''i' -Ln

hi s worlr he iras avoicled iis pi"Ufalis,
în l.he conci-u.sion of i,his llcvei, fior+evel:,
iie 'i s u.nd.ouì:iedli' roinantic¡ in lire sense
'bÌ-ra'¿ he ha-s ciepar'{",ec1, Íor" the sake oi ep"ro-

1,ionef eÍ'ieci, fr"o:¡i '¿ire probai:Le, tìle o::CLn-
arlt and ihe aciual.

øþøoês

ii'Ïoreot¡er, i.i1 tne specific effects ¿rined

at b¡r the ::ortanLic apr,roacir al'e -Lo be ach-Levecl,

there inust be a¡ inner consisiency. Ii; is
irnpossible successful-l;' 1'o grafi' a rcrueni'ic
su,ue:rstru-clu::e ìrpcn a realisNic base, or
vice versa. Yet ihai is r'¡hat G::ove j'ias aN*

ie.riri:ied to d.o here" 1'he first tr'¡o-thirds of
ilç-L9.Eg.-qlåi& ar e 1;red on'-inantl¡r r eal- istic,
i;i're ¿ccweNe record of bhe processes of ever¡'-
day l-iíe"
soso6êoo90oô

ten ls suddenlv transformed into a r,+il-d She'ìleyan
or B¡z¡e¡¡1c hei:o; from i;he real- and targrote rrcrld
oÍ a pioneer disi;rÍct vle are ",¡inisked to a sLrange
unearihly leke r.¡hi ch nright have gra.ced the pages

of a novel- by i'irs. lradcliffe or i'ionk Levris" 'i'he

ira.nsíNion is too conple"teu too.,abrupt; 'Lhe rea"l--
is¡n and- Nhe romance do ncL ritix,al

in 'r,he above critical- pess&ge ?ace5' has -bajcen iiine Lc

give Grovee o:. use a pedantic lec'Lüre usualiy r"eserved for í1fst'

27HS"c Fp" 6?-, 63,
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year undergråduetes on

and i:he roineniíc. It

bhe lnpossiì:rl-r-LJ'' oi rnilcing the rea-Liståc

ís in a pessa8e like lhe e.'po.¡e fhat Pacey

literary phtrosolxy.reveals his reel I ack of sy-r:rpathy wiih Grover s

Fo:r=tunately the answer to the above criti-cisrn vre-s pnblished- and- colnes

from the pen cf Carletcn StanleY;

t give it as ry consi-d-ered opinion tha|
lqifg--qtÆåe ås a great book"

rnå ".åtå*å='oi 
p'äi.iå å.ås",pnv å""0*t år

Nhe aLmosphere of Nhe book' IJut' in the llain
the atmosphere su5¡gesbs '¿he unrel-enLing strrig-
gle of the pioneer on the prairie fronNiers; l'he

ãtr',,rggte wilh na"i;ure, wilh clinate, r"r-it'h lucku
l'¡itir usur"eï'ste 1,'dth oneBs o1'm col'J€l3"dice, with
fa.te' i{híiriiar chantinE $?ioneers 0 Pioneer"srl
ga.ve ì;he irlpression t'hat they r"rere the iords
ãnd masters of mankind' Grove depicts then as

sli:.ves, not 't he slaves of human masiers b-u't t'he

sl¿Lves of the l-erlges the;r til-I" Yet thj-s Ís not
seL forth in a bil,teiî l¡ay'" Slaves tkiough the;y
be Grovel s pioneers ¡ave afi the nobl ez" qr.ralities
oflíhitmantsand.ihebestofihetnareevennobler
and wiser'.
06ooø6COe

The tra,qedy of the book is ih¿ri Len ca:rnot cl ear
ìri:nself fro:n iri-s fa'ie.

ooaoÓ66@60øooøó6e

It is ì,he sorl, of greatness, as A'risiotle ni-ghl
sâJre ih¿r', makes Len a tragic characi;er"

ooôo00tÓooóog

iii,s discovery of i,he -i,rui;h and bhe 'Lr¿¡'gedir tli¿i
ensuesr aï'e éls gritl. a. storl' of fe''u'e as one rrieht
e;'pect front any Scandinavia:r io':'iier.28

Slanlel' then ::e-í'utes Pacq'ts cri'Licism of ihc endinl¡ b¡'

/t a;*-u ¿ìt'I eï,On
Janua-4rr \93L"

ïþ-q

iji::nle;;',,l.qù[pJ-ç-!ç SgtqçS, lrtopics of 1,he i]ay'',
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¡cjniing or_-r,L-Lhe Í'eir"] v obvious fac'¿ iÌr¿'i ai;he encl oi'Lire novel

'Len, slriferi.n¡; froi¡, 'Luberciúosis j-s nor'i h¿lÍ-delllented b;r his suffer*

ings.i,eîri'rìroil¡.sj-lveda"líí'eoffri-r-stÏ'a'i'i'oi'ta.rdclefeaiiia-qh¿d

to ncei r'úi;ir the ai.¡ful L:-'t-t'rL: t,h¿:i iie câ-rì nelÌer achieve 8Jì)r cf his

three clrea.ns: knor"ùed-ge, 'li-,e La-l<e, cï' llossession of Llid-ia" -[i rhe

rliseaseC. conrìj-liot"i of his'r-'c,<i¡l and iiie frtistra.fioirs oí iris l-j'fe iiad-

nob Cri.ven lt-i.:n pasi -ì,ire ecl,ge of sani'i,;r si;r'e-l-;- Lhs i;no''"ledge tìr;Li his

virgjn i]'Ci¿ Ì:a.iì acl;u¿f.ì-;r beco:le å 'pl'ostilr,u-be r¡ou] cJ. have pushed h¡-,-n

acïoss rhe line" i.ll crre accer;is iire nar'rali-ve ai; it,s íace v¿lue'i,hen

j.he¡e is nothi¡.g r.rnrealísfic a"bou't, iire end Í'cr eiihe:: ien oÏ ¡';r<tia'

Lents r:rr¡ul ses are proilì1,i;ccl by ¿.i corib'i.n¡.tioi'l of hìs ci"el-irj-,"¡;l anci ilis

d,l¡¡ clr'etiris oÍ 'llhe Ld<e, and J.,;rci,ia?s åcouies€nce in L,nese i-,":ipr-il-ses

can eas-ì.-l-;r be u::lCerS+uooCi by ¡11s ccli:Ì:,Lna.'',ioL: of her I or"e 'i'o:l Len a:rcl

i:er sel-f-Cis,6ilst aL her prosiitu-tion" ihere coul-d- be no ofiler "nlinå

for lhe iro.¡e1" Len cou.ld:roì: irave entered â norinel narriaSe 
"'¡it,h 

the

sia-i ned L-;ðj.a, ancl L).iha. cou1C not h¿'r'e li-rreC on a"f,¿er ille dea'¿li oí

Len. 'i'iie t¡ilcl- iteancl-er:ings of â C;ri1ro nan rú3hi io soüe seelli T'o1ll3:rlic;

i'o lltcsi 'bhe;r seem trðr'shl¡r reaJ-is;bic'

i,'recl.er.j-clt i-hj,lip iiy6r¡s, hinself , has a.nswereC, lile critj-cisnt

conçernin.q the '¿erra rona'ntic being a;ri-'liecl'Lo Ìris'books, noi -'"nbir

retarð. to ill:e-Ï-glp-oå:-lie, b';t, bo !iqLÈ!q**oi;Þq.--S-eJi-l¡" 1"n tìox 3

ir.eceni acquisiL-'i.onsj al:e severai paris of na¡tusc::i.p'Us r.,ihich 1',rer€

ì;u,rned- o-1j€r fo Lhe Universil;y oí I'iar:ii.oba b¡";!" E" Col-l-in in i'iay

L96l!." ¡lliong1;hese is i:ari oÍ a no-t,eÌ:ooit "¿*licil i-i'rove h¿s entiÌ,led

'i-ho_u;th-bs, ?rI1":iefJ€c-N_+qns" TÌie bccl" wa-s obviousl-i- inlcnCecl ic be a clia4r,
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bui 't,he ent;ries ä.re i-r.::egi,iJ-:;' aricl- 'ihe boolr i s fe.r. irorr conpLe'r'e.

.].'ìre ,ir's: enì:r';; ir3.s o, '-:.'lcì iLr: !%j" -'-n ':,::: er:'lr:;- ior. i;he :rc::b

rì;r-- ,li'6-,.p , -..'ì i,cs a.S ÍOl-ì..O',¡S:

.irjo o"d.ve:lse cr"i''i,'i ci sn oí tl"lai; new book
oÍ ,,:n:, (:ir;-i!q- qi-p.1e liÊgth) ras irit ne
ci-iíte as li¿rr.'i-ì ¿l.s ¿i. ',,¡eii-id-shlng EnR-l j sit
revi eÍ."¡eres blani sla.Lenr:iri t,hai lti;h:Ls is a
ihr:-lling r"olliÐ.ece of Can¿d-ì ¿:t I if eu "
i'ìorLancel å L¿7

ç¡ iiarch 22nd lie nexi i.¡roie in ihe book and carrieC oil l'¡ít,h h-is

-r j ^.r- q; Ì- ^ ^ -. ^; - ^{; I.0__ìen: i Ci$l.l:ldf,au¿ JUv c. -1tu j 1ù L

iiF,ouani.j-cisnå lhey talk ,rf üre ¡:o,'nance of
l:usinessc a,I-I il:ey near is lire ap.aren'b
mai:vel of the cot-rNrast, bel-r+eeü hutri:le
'ner:'ilri'i n-s .t¡,ì i-ì.a ena.rir., .- LenCOUf Ofvv¿;rrr: -¿1r5!ì Glu

',-r1'ui-n¡.fe success; a"nd. 'i,Lre¡r ovel:-J,ooi{ i.he far
frori ro:lant-j c s'l orv cj-ir.rb ihat cot:;'rects ihe
lr.116 þ;r e"n infin:iNe nr.:-rnber of scrdid" anó ofi;en
nrracf i n-¿¡"h-i a cÈ-eps "

Tire;r talk oÍ the r:oriantic career oi
iì¡loleon, or ùaesê.i, or ^1-e-xa.ider and ',,iitat ihey
rnee.'f is " . " the sa::e thi:l ihe;r lteej:r ",'hcll 'r,lle;/
ial-Ll of Nhe ronance af bir-siness.

lionance in liierå.bwee a'r, 'leasì, -i n ihe
-r:ln..'licl , r'¡4 :,¡i-ìn qêi.ìqÊ lle¡rri ne nri i.h,o nll:-clr¡!t!.-!¿Ðli ÈM -Ü.u*-- \-v-av-..ò vu-u v¡-v Ju: v¿r'

'r,eu'Lonic :rry'stici srl of na'Lu-re e,no bhe sou-l) hâs
been essentiall;- ihe cult o.Í' i;he cili s'Lan'ü¡ i:he
ned-ì evef : a-"li l-ìì e r tl-îvel I ot:s; in o bher i rords,
ihe ci-rl-t of Lhai; r+rich r.re clo not rindersNancL.

äcr:nirticisli is essentiall)' ilie desire of nu-nkiird
for splendio, end- al-nost rliracu]-ou-s events " " ê

e,ier:ire so sLL'onri Lhab ii-i s rrillin.:'i,c shui its
eTes Lo cr'i.,re¡ cï'uelty " ê " pi"o-;idjng lhese leeC
bir eve:' so cl-evious ð- i'iey tc 3:-ì lilj:i.nate success,

I'J1t e lj " lrove, Th_ou hL,:: *d lie-f_lccþ.io-r^,s, r-¡1;-t,ì:l isheC nai:ü*
scriÞi, ilo:c 3 (r'ecent' acquisiii-ons), .;he Gxave Coii-ecfion, Lhe 'úni*¡er*
sil;,r ¿f ir¿¡:ri'Loba-,
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i'ioì:hing ha.s d.one uroi'e ha;'rq t,nen ron¿:rticisllt
i¡r -t.i'ì.e:"alu'::e; Íor, r'Ona.ntíc j-sll in r)o'l i-fics l:as
i:¡-,en its ¡1j,r'eci ::esul-u-tile liol;r F"oi*an Siri:j-r'e of
ihe nj.cicil e a,ges is roll¡-n'LicÍs¡n: Ge::'nün ¿:"Id even

xglisil irrper"ieJisíl -rlelre 1;ire o"rlco::re o-f ihe
'iernan . " ' a:rd, cf jcol;irs ronentíc ficlion res*
i:eci:i..rel;r. 'n ln':l and äi;ol ing iras been 'i:he I ast'
of ,.Ìre rotllz^rl'Lics: j-n hi:¡l j-'L i:as beco':'s jinSoisrü'
lll so;ireiill's seens i:o ::ie Lli;:t bo;s o'i L2 arni gi:li-s
oî L6 cicf aie no'L onl¡r our tasi'e in i-j 'r'eraLu"re br'Lì:

t'irrcug,h il ul-tiiÍ¡:"ì;el;l orrr ¡:o ì i'i,ics a's iieii " Ülear:*
Ìree..c.ec sober ::ee-Lis;n has þçen su-bnergeci in "q floocL
or seeihi 4l,l enciion¡l-isn.JU

-:[ç"**.*C*qå*!å can harclly i:e labelled rolr;an'¿ic i''¡::iLinß;

cn t,ire con'Lrar';r i''c ::eflec'Ls ali- 'cire ienets oí Grovers philoso.oity

ci ¡ea-list:i, a.s rela-'uin¿'io ì-i-Le:lery ¡:rocei.ure ¡.nd not '¡o choice o-f

s¡¡-þjeci,, Groveu j-n 'uhj-s novei, a'lheres 3o his clejlin'i i;ion oi' real-*

iste: r"ohe enCeavour io repr"ocl-uce nature or" .'io d-escri-Ì;e ::e¿Ll- l-iíe
?-t

ju-st as ii; aplears i;o tire ari'isi"rr-*

l-n hj s presentir,iion o! Lei: S-Lerner, Grove has períoi'ned

l,ire role of the ari:'i si in tha.c he .ras iin,¡ed. ihe picNur"e i¡il:ì-cÌr ne

has g'ir.ren us, for Leir Sier.;rer.is '',rit,houì; a dou-T¡i anoiher of i,he

gran¿r-scale characte::s -u';ìrich Gror.¡e ilas sculp-Lu.recl- i;o stride across

ihe c¡naclian Prairie enacting agai'n Lhe lraged)' of -liÍ'e" Len Ster*

nav. -i s nr¡ f, iits-r â

nn:-ìn',.',r rni-l-.-j ps : h g
v;ri2vL v¡4r¡: v¿v v, ¡¡

cl ever bc;' ia¡o is noi gi-ven his fa:Lr sl:'rre of

is ihe archetypal symbcl of the frusLrated- and

e' ini i,t,ar'crl ten-i.ll$ '..'r:o

'bhe i-niell-ectu.a.l- atrd

b;r c-ì rcurnsie.nces j,s clest,inecl Nc eacr"ifice

spiril.u-aÍ io the i:lt¡-sical necessity of i:rovidit:g

2/'lr"rbii_"

< | lf¿"fo {o

iti ^+iJJ-V UA \/]¡@ J 6

, en'bry for líarch 22nd, L933,

Çro."'e¡ defini-Nion cf realisn, a¡fy.ibi-i bed- to ;'ir:ranclal-e
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a ii-r¡ini. foi: ilj,nsel-Í ald olhe::s" In picir,r-r'inÍi for us his."dsion

of Í.en 5ie::ire-::, ü¡-oVe LìCeS exä.ct¿-l .¡ v¡ìla-b he cìoes to 'iiie er,:*raij-c

bilckclroi:, fhe la"'raci"-i-an Pz'a:i:r:j-e; he se1-ec'i,s, as alu e'::ii-si does,

the Ceia:-ls ite l.,rlshes l:o urse iir mi::''cz'ing again ';he reacLioi"l o-i

iÌre ilu:äa,r sour.l 'tc lhe Íunda:nenia]- coircl-r-i;i..>ns ûf mailr s iiíe on

e¿::L'r-. Oi:.e oi Lhe cÌelei-l-s he clrooses tc use in tiris bol d-L;r painred

vis-Lon is 'i;he cìr¡::acier"Ísiic of ånagina.fiou t.:irj-c!r 'çioul-C natu::a-Llr¡

be a parl; of iÌ're lìl.en+.å.1- nake-'-r1l of a j,en;i"berner" Cl'rove cioes no',,

iÍJïesenL ils -,'',ribh a Íi.l.z-e of d.a¡,r ire.::ns arnC fantas;r, ì¡u'L he does 1;::e*

se:r'L lo u-s ai I easb one r.¡e'jl- cier,'eiolrecl. clre¡:n or visi-o:l e:q:eriencecl

b.l' Lm -','¡ie¡i ite s'3es 'r,Ìie LiÌ-Ìicoril " It' is surel)¡ obv-i cLis iir':N i-n so

d.c,ing ìre j-s p:.e,t¡.i.rin:l ir.s fo.i' iire i;¡pe ojl h¿l-l-u-cínaLio¡r "¡hicÌ: 
fire

consuilili,irre Len i^d-i"L e:iperience a'¡ i;he eird. of his l,rragíc life i''treir

he goes in seercir of his r],i=e,:in oí The La.ke, rt is payi oí the plen

of "bhis noveJ, as i-l worr-ld i:e par'b of I i:te bilai in such a slai;e of

cle-l-iriu:n ,.,o,rl-ri bleit.l. 'Lhe illree Crears of bhe hero. iie ""rishes '¿o

tlossess Lyclia ai ihe LaÌ<ei at Ieasl, he r,ril_l achieve, irr pa¡i, those

'l-l.ro d-rearrs, arct jln acìiieviu3 them willf perþep6, aehieve the Crea¡t

oÍ lçiÊcrLo¡l and knolúeclge a.s '¡el-l "

.+:rot-her. iesf ol- G::cveNs pÌríloso,:¡ll-¡ oÍ' real,isr:r ilrus1- 
-i¡e -r,*le*

.iiieri;ìre r"ea-d-e:: li-LL f ee"l- 'th¿ii l-¡s r,;o¿l¡i, r'ea-ct a.s Cirorret s chai'acte::s

have reacj:ecl " Ceriaini;r' tlic cÌ:arac'j.ers aS d,r¿li"¿r b;r G:'ove are neiihe::

deví'i s rroì. ell.._lels. i,yi.ia g:Lves in ic' ca:,:n¿li d,esires in he:: iras'r¡,-

decisioir No elc;:e 'bo !!-i n ripe¡jr "¡u i, her relrellt;l.i'Lce fo;" ii:is act, j ai,ev'

j-n Lire bor-,1< rös-r,,o¡"es herio a,cosiNion 
"¿ire::'c't 

l:ie reacier rlay s¡r::lpa-thize
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i.¡il;ii hei" arrcL irnûei:s'i"'incl

ia¡al sLe1r.

¡he '¿u::';r,oii tilat, iied c'¡''i ven irer to i'ir¡"i;

i,en ¡+-e'ner iÌas thr-ee dreeLns; an i-n-',e1]-eciual- d::ea:r of i'[i-s-

ilorir a¡lcl- iino:,,¡IeCge: a,: inaqin¿.'L,ive clrea:il of-" bea-u'r,5" 'lhe i'dre; ¡xd

¿r.n eizolion,el crre¡:l of ncssessinq i';r¡lj-¿- 'ihose i:ce¿:rls becolile un*

a.i:i.aina.cle -lÌtr.ou-,iilt no Ia.ul'¿ of hi-s c".¡t l-¡u.'b because o:f envi::onlnell'1 "

i,¡ð,i;t, .i]-n.io¡,f.,.r.tia"';elv hras ¿ cre;n of na.Le::iaij-si,ic ì,:-r-i niEs i'rhich l'en

sllo'o¡s no i:roläi-se of Ì-reing able to sai'isfr¡" 'iire cl-ajn on Leu b;i ilis

loiher a^rc siei:-f,:r,iier f::r,tsi¡:¡-ieç ìii s ciÏ'eaji of lea'i:nin,;, :;-ld 'Lhe '"tg-

l-iness o-f iri s iife i:'eirloves 1,he ¡rossirr-llit-)¡ o'Í 1ç¡I i z:in3 eveLl Nli¡;ì'

dr"ea;i, 
"

Iire ira!,ic ftaw il-r the characier ¡f Len ii'r'ezr:er r"¡hich

c;ì,ìrSes jris dol.rrrfal--r is Út,Lcii -l-ike i:he 'r,r:agic f] ar'¡ i¡: lire l-thð'rå'c*

ie:: oÍ .L',i.els i" ig!.llgæ-gi.*gi-"-i!efgþ' Len cioes i-iof seelïi lo uncl'ei:-

sl;end -i,iìe .neïìJ,¡ facets oÍ love, elotiolie^l- and- serr¿el . Pel"haps if he

ha-d bee:t nore ad..tust,e,l to 'che serrial r-L,^ges oÍl hirnseif and i'ydi-a i;hei::

tr]¿iioi:lsnir',,.,roil.lcì. hal¡e been cLrl:r3ulln.nÉl'Lr'ecl ep-¡:lie'¡:'

Iiitrue¡ir'is.bctelia:rrnenner|]-reiraSecl;¡occil]:sironicelii¡

juis,; as Len sei.:yLs to be achier¡in3 hi-s ci.z'ea:rLs; Ìre ]ras,tassed iire en*

.i;r¿rnce exæii:ì-n.j,,Nions r;iifi the highesl; gre.des:in i,he provìnce oÍ i'iani-

'boba. Th-i s even'r is carei\rf1-¡r pl-aceil b;;- ['l¡s'¡ç belrteeir the L't'o :iree-t'-

ingsofr,;CÌ-a.an,lLen'",-bireí'i¡"s'cfi:'ilofs;'mi:oJ-is:'r-tandbi:eseconi-

íLJ--i. oí Lhe ilosf v-i ol-ent realisn. -tn i;i'le fj-rs',, inie:"vierc Ï';r$i¡'t5

pa-re:-l,is caref'.r-L.L¡i Lep:¡e Len {]Ìrd. Ly-cria alone; Len s¡:eaks to her in



-LeTitts

:re L.:=n.oj:oceecls

a*ncl cteepí'ue irer pi:oies|s

l-ife a'1, ¿rll-. Tlre i::c:ry,

:rrucÌr l¡roacicr i;h i+-rr hi s "

-,| 
?,:\

cÍ iite fi.Ð¡--ülìil 
"

+^

i'r e

.,,?

e;',p'l¿¡lr 'i,ir¡.t, he has learneci ¡.boub -l-:i-jje

íl.s;ìLunes l,iia;1, sìte lle.s not le¿.r-nerl ¡:bol.¡-1,

ceu.rseris -¿l:¡.t i.*¡ s-wfiteîj-ence i:as been

,,ri -l e 'ir^ìr 1.r.1Y'ê

Io'.1 ha.¿e i:ur:st,
1l

Dif L/t?T'iLl-1-1 -ê -/¿

Gi::l s cio, ;r6i.i s¿¡', i donrb beiieve it 
"

J" ca¡r'L. ií the;r rli-d, the¡r r,roi-rld ciu.se
'j;ile beasl. in rre¡.. So:lret¡hei'e i-s 'ir¡.radi-se:
ì:ii"l- ¿l-1]' abo-rl i s ltel.l-. rlrn,C ihcse ¡,rho ii.¿e
in hell, si;rce t-iieJ ci;rri, en'cer= pa::aC-i-se,
ihrow ¿.i l-e¿.s'¿ br¿:"ncis oí i;he fire oi' lÌleir'
1;ornen-b ,Lribo it" I have lookea iqlo -Lhar'l heli"
Bul; i;o ne r.¡heie J¡oir- ¿lre i s Zd-en,''"

iaL.:r oir, al'uiioilg;t lrhe is CirJy awe,re Lhet she v'no stooC bejlore

ilin r,r¿.s]Jr;e 1tt¿u",t, 'ou'i, ai'Ler 'r,he fall ,tt .l,en acìneres to iris icleeJ-is*

ti c vie,,t of lif e and L;rciia cnd ín iris i;ircreÌlce coi)ftlses se-.çu3.1

Cesire 'i,éiir so::reiirj rt evil anl i¡cnq" in t,hi s idee,lis¡r he :Îa.ils

tc see r"¡hai has hap¡rer:ed. io i¡rfli¿"

Later Hhex sn3 r'ejeci,s hiir coni:le'ì;cl,¡' ',-!Ìe Cra:t¿'itic 't u:'n-

'Ì'rr -,n'ì .1. ni' ;.'râ nrì':ê'l Õc.a'ìlrq 2'^; r-'r-¡-.' -1.^"{- r !e ¿'-:'..-gCt* Cil;;-'l iC¿-'--
-1i..i :'ur :u u] u:iç 1Iu Jç! uuullr )) clf; ul jlvr¿. lrJrr'/ u:l

fioi:ls cf i:er ¡;::osirl,u.i-r-on e,:r¡.1 his il:-i:ess ',,".re are .Lì'!të'o ir:reviieì:l:r¡

¿¡ TÌ:e .r-lr-i:e ari,l Lheir su:ic1.l¿-"1- deat'irs cit 'ilite I'ake"

ri is in'¿hni dea.'r.ir, ior¡eiher on bhe \.a\<eu LÌlaL i¡e see';he

':i'e;ic r:e:o r-ccclì,in1 :ris iate anri i-i: e^ ce.ri,ai: 'Li"¡.-:i-c e--n:.ll,alcJ¡ re-

)l*ll^1 .\ ia ¡r\f.
- 4fJ¿Lf é., \rG L/ )4

l:.at-

!ål-9¡ iiacr¡j-'Ll ari, L930, ?, L57 *



ê_ i¡i8iir¡ '¿"

ilte,i,,r.ke

i,xiucçh

he has

:íusing i,o sui¡ri | 'ro ihe Í,iods ' ilj-s sr;ici-ie is, iä

Crrei: t-,he ¿¡ocis, íor: i-n poSSes sr nti r:ïC1ia aric.l- 
"s3i 

ilg

ecceliteii ilis coi;l':i:c;riise',¡i i,l'r l-ife"

Iir ihe -' L:g*gi-¿iæ i¿e lja-.¡e a. tlovel r'";¡icii

b.f 'bÌle cr'ì Lic ii-'illiasi ¡'r--lht-ü" Deacon as c1r-r-otec Ì-',rt

e. t,ragíc ira-ster¡.;'i ece " " " be;'ond ';¡irieÌr
G:'or¡e c,äl ìla.r:il.}i be expecLee io i,ass"?3

aa
) ) ) e=::s:,ni-

has been clescri-bed

j)ac Ê]¡: .-ngÉgt"-5*iþi¡'il"jrg1g, T"¡'er scrt, Lg Lv5'
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trJÌrti,USÏ0Ì'j

Freder'lck PhiS-i-p Grorre in his a.u|obiograph¡r -Iq .-S.qaggLgl

j,r,fs-gl,i, \lrolue of the singing oÍ Nhe iiirghiz Ìrerdsman:

It r¡¡as a vas'Ì; nel-anchollr utterancë" " "
as if iire lanclseape""' had assu¡oed. a
.roi-ce: f-r-ill- of an alürost j.n¿v{,isula.fe
rea*Lrzation of' nanes forlorn position
ín the face cf a hostile ba-r'renness
of naì:ure; elld Yet fu,1-1, aåso, of a
stubborn 1f perhaps ouly lnchoate assetr*
tion oí manss digr:-lt';r beloi'; hrs gocis.

tsut i,Ìreir song iÄras eiernaJ- because,

": " a na:nel-ess ÍncLividual- had arisen to
grve them avoice . a o " lbr already I -,

Íelt that one day r too v¡as to be a voíce; o @ "*

Grove has ecÌrieved thaL goal r'fnich he felt Destiny mi-ght

hold for him; he has been the vorce t,o e4)ress therrmelanchoJ-y

utterance " ", as ir lne land.scaÍle' "' had assumed a voise'rt

Grove has e:pressed on behalf of man rrthe reafization of rnanr s

forlorn ftoslüJoIt in the face of a hostile barrenness or natufe

e s " assertion of mal-I0s åignity bel-c"¡¡ hís goi.s"tt

Grove has chosen the Canadian prairie as the rymboJ- of

òire eterna:I- primeval landscape front i'¡ì'lj-ch that rlnelancl'oly

ut'aera*ncetr ari-ses" In nane of ihe four preirie ncl'els does Grove

tr. p" Gi'o"Fe, ln ÞSq¡:q-hs{ !yqe}f, iia.cnúI}an, L}t46u
p?" L53, L5l-"
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see-Lhe Cenadian i;est, ¿hrcrugh the ei¡ús of a plioiogïa.pher; on the

ccntr.a.r,y, he sel ects a-nd. aranges bhe deNa.ils to cree"te the aNrnos-

pher.e he needs lo sef o,fí fhe eternal- naiu:'e oÍ'r,he Nraged'ies being

rlnoC-i_ed fsrt.h,r' jie a}..-ays sees the Cana.disi'l Pr¿lirie in the ligh+. of

hi s ]:ncr¡.ùecige of li'oeraì;ure, hisborv :i,cJ. pìriloso,,h-r; he sees ihe

pr.a.iri-e as s;ruìrol i.zLngrt'i,he hosfile b¿rrr"en:'tss of na'tr;::errl a su-it'able

opi:onerrt against, l¿hich rn&n may pi'o hi-s efforts anci ¿ssert, his ciignit;"r"

¡'h¿' nr¡iri e su"'oests ihe che.lLenqe ihct tesrs Spaldi-ng, ,Í-ll-i-ot:

T,indsNedl, and. Sterner" ÁnC- to a cert,¿u-n ext,enf each tragic hez'o

succeed.s: Åbe has iris Ìruge c::o5-' ai LÇ-L2u Ell-ioN has Ìris ho¡le and

far:ú-t-;r i'or a,- time, LinclsNedt is :re'.rnj-Ned r'¡il.,h Eli.en, ¿uict Sierner

sees The Lake" ,reci-r hero lives io shake his fist ín cì.efi'xrce at

the go6.s * ï'epï'ese:rf ea ìr;¡ 'Lhe passive e'úernfff- Íace of ilre prej-ri-e

-r,.iiicÌ-r, s.s soon ¿-s né¡t'j1s i"¡orl< is corrnleie, sets i-n nr.otion the deca;¡i..rg

aciion '¿'Ìiic]-r rnúli cLestïoj¡ e.l-l ".risibl e siqns of nenrs a.c:oniplishmenL,

In Spatding Distriút, in Secigeb;r, in Ì,he lä¡¿ni't,oba. i'iarsh,

soner^lhere norlh of LllaCrs'Lone, Grove has placed four s;'mbolic pririú-

iir¡e men; l.gs ljpaldi-np;, john ÌIl 1"1o¡, Ìrli el s Lindsted',", and Len Sberner -

all of irholi rtbocil,. fo::fhÌr a cj.ra¡rie-fiza\,íon oí fhe unirrersai- rea,cNion of

nrankj-nd to i,he tre:,6ic vj-eru'of tife. Eacil su-ffers fïon a" Lragic flaw

,..¡hiclr coniri-butes-Lo ìris C,o",'nfa].l-; eacrr is invclved- in a- situa;t'iori'¡irich

rep::eseni;s a social ,circblen cf his tinre, ee.cit a-ccepfs r'rltir oignii;;'' hi.s

lÌaie, arlci ea.ch li';es io e;ulirtfor hai.l-i-lq ce'r'i'iecl i;he ba-nrier l'hu-s íar"ri

'in carr.in,g out irÍs lit,¡ns and placi-ng tÌre;r. agains'b a -i-ìï'ime1ra,"l

lLand-sca.pe, Gt'ove has al-';ra1¡s ¿d-heredr to his stated llhi losoph}' of ree-l-*

isn" i-le has tlever Nal<et: ihe staiie iri"::iself; he iras lef his he::ces npeett
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for. ",.hgiise-l-vcsj 'r.i--,.,Ìloii'b 'r-.ein{ì i:-n'ì ied b;t' abnoÏrirai cr cullïen'L a'¡er'*

-::¡-i-ì ons¡ orf -il',, it-rrblj.c op:1-llich" 'i'iie clrcice ol Lìie lrr¡-i:::i.e as '¿i:e

seifi.n¡: hii,s, ci co...,,t :;e, Ijreåtly assistec j..n i;his '¿eclnicue, .i'or

choLrsinl,l; i:he .;ine].e'.-isness oí iìre canaci¿n !r'l,jrie fcv' these iotr'r'

nôvel-se ir¿ls freecl- Gro.¡e fron creatinq cor¡L-,,i-rniires t¡¡i'uh ciefiniie

ch::onolog i clr.]- iiäd" spaì:ia.'l I ilci-i, s. Ïn ad.diLio;le G.rcrJ-e ira,s sgcc eeclect

in p:i:eseri-å-n;:, eJ-l- hi-s cì:a;'¡r.c'cel's in such ¿l' r:í3;¡ t,iìå"t r,ìle "r'e¿:-der cårr

be s.Ínpa.Jthe'i;:Lc io tlre feeii,nqs ancl- actì ons of boi;il pe.r:tj-es rn ea.cir

sei; of cclri] icts. lle Lle.s cre¿¡"-beC- ci::a;aa'¡;ìij-ch ij-cir-r-res lrran 
'r-nd 

lro'L'

;::en ii-l ih.e e.i;erna,l sir"r-rggie'

ilrorre.Lived i:is iiie in'rhe sh¿icÌo-u¡ oíj ¿

¡-i -,ien rLs .Lh¿,';l visi cì:l oi 'i,r.ilbh :trd 'nealti;¡

-'i.i.i.ts oÍ +-l-.e !_q¡:i, "glI.J"+-l=r --{-Ç94.,

Yoke of Liíle,

,r:agniil i-c en'b

in 'Lhe i'our

,iet';-l-er s or

ll'l q-i ôn.

nt.: -l I r-ì f:.

!!re.--,i,geÞ,

iie 1'las

novej s:

e;rd. i'ne



åir?[liû]-it



¡J'i-l:;ii:t.Lri

fiiliiÌ ÁJll l'llIÛlri,:f, Pil¡.ii:1. -id,;Ofli'. S

¡eÍore coric-l-ucii¡r¡3 iilis i:.Ìlesis r -".'¡i,sh io reÍer brieíl¡r io

four oihe¡' bocks -,^iilch silou]-cl be ì nciu.cj.ed- in a view cf'' ihe pr-ejrj e

',¡.tritin,Es of Cìro';e. l-n;:¡)eq'I:q4-{?J l'¡hic}' ilr)-1'lrojlL's t'o give

¿:r .q.ccoir-¡i: ¿.t -Le¿-""-"t iin i,ta::i, of the earÌ.ir I i-ie oi Llrove in 'i¡ìer-ì ca',

j:Ìre::e e]l,'-ìe¿-1;s r,utrler' j;he no:rre of i'iri} i3ra'rrCeir, ¿ ccuibinai'-i on of Grot¡e

hirnseiÍ ê.nd. one of iii s dr"¿rnaf'ìc creaj;icns" l'n nallÌe, if j-:r noLilírig

eIse, he sirai"es so'-leth-riu; '¡árir ihe he:':oes of LÌ':e 'Êr¿-l--¡'ie ncvel s"

ijis lrar:ie j_s obviori¡:--l ;r cierived as ar.e ]ciiej-r.s fro]ìl a i:r"ototype" i'hil

îlre-nclenr s l.rrclot¡1re '"ro'-ilC seen io l¡e 1.,ire ser..ri-*ie,gencì,ar".ir Irish Saiiri,¡

iii" Branclan ol'ii' ijrenda¡ i.¡ho is'oesi llnct'¡t because of ihe nedievaf-

st,or.lrr of hís 1¡oj¡age in searcli cf iile J arii-rl;r i)aradise in Nhe nj-d-

ri'claniic" 'Iiris Phil ¡rand.en na¡r, of course, r;e reJ-a't'ed to ihe Piril-ip

iri-rnún oi Tha.cker&¡rts -ilhg +4:vl-"lr!qrqp q{-ihr}lp i'n rnich irhil-ipr 5

f a.j;her j-s named ilr. Geoi:ge Bra'nrlen i"irlrin. T'rlçe ihe irero of ihe

,i'hackera;, novel-, PhiLî s f¿.i;her' loses al*i llj,e liloÛe)¡ arrcl he is fo:lcec

'Lo ¡laire his o,,¡r -Liv-iirg" Llnl ike the irerc o,'i Îh¿ckeL:e;;'l s no'""e-L Fhil-

!::Sncl.en Coes tiot cotiie j-nto ¿ íc':l-i,'rri:.e ai "che encl" b'.rt af-Ler siroft'

ca-Ï.eers ¿s s. ¡'es'Larir¡'ini "viâi1,er ir¡rc]- a. bocli selesna'n he becones an

íiineran.f :J?.T.i:1 ,,:.¡ctt:,¿ .er" unlil he ]-ea,ves i-'or' i''l-i i-rnipeE eniì -bi're preirieS"

ÐrrrinE LÌrc sior;r ue ca-n see iii¡.r.1,,!hil Br"a.n'Jen, li-ke Si" Brandan is

sea:"clr-ì r:g f'or a:i iiarLhly P,:r:ad.i se" Ïnsiead o-[ finding 'bhat, he beeær''e



Li+5

lhe.¡oj.ce of ihe ve.s.l, ür.eiancirol-1,- ul:ier¿nce of ille ç5¡¿¡-iEn Praine"

].lj r,:e l:ir.jni,, cf Gr.oveEs 1-,.r.:-b,Lísneci'..¡:rks as i¡l--l-jn¡: inio Ln

a.r-licl¡lc1r'a.oiij-ce^l .jat.ei'-ì, 
!,:V'C¡ '--f+f+--ç lllæii$, his ii:"s'¿ r¡u'o'i i"sheä

-Doci.l, -,¡crilci naiu,::al-:,;' jlol-i.o-w ;r Þqq{ql:i io{-,tiri9g":lq-q," This book is a

set oi -cl{?-Lches clescr-i.¡il::j seven i;:lii¡ i:e''r,ueen Giad.s'r.one e¡d Fal-rnou'ih

itea,t tite i.¡esf er'it siicr¿ oi L¿:i<e l.anlLoi:a.. These "bri'¡s Nooli l:l-ace i¿hil e

iirove r¡as ieachíri,g for'¿ yeü.r a-t Glacl-sione and i"ris r'rife r"r¿-s teachìn.g

¿-¡.L ila.inc-.iifh. in ihis book, Llre firsi of r-)r'overs ¡:r'ai"rie iror'1ts, Lne

l;ite.r:e is ç:or;nd.ed oi" ritiie .'iCS'üi-l-e i:a.r'::e:riress of na.Nnre'rr 'iusL beÍ'oi"e

Ì:eco,::iri¡¡ invoLveci in a .l-iil e*ancl*cj-eal,ir sì,ru.¡gl e i'¡ bir ¡. s'Lonu [irr:'¡e has

s'lop1:eC 'bc rt¿;l,e:: his horses ¿:nd- iool<s ¡'¡¡ aì; ''une sun:

l-ie uas hi,gn in bhe sky by no-u ' " " e';rd it
sud.denlrr carLe hoine No :ie '¿ìiai, '¡nere lÍås $LìÏle-
ì,hing relen'Ll ess¡ inexor"a"bi e, cruel, yes, soliie-
thrng of a slrer?r i i-r ihe pitil ess !ie:)'¡ in l^nich
ire looited. cio¡;-rr olr -'L,he i-':Íe::til e wa.sNe ai'otind"
Linacco-,:,rrtai:I"¡ t,iru Greelc t.,'ord,s foräLeci oll liÐ¡

lips: ilot:rer.t" M - i;he bar::ar
seå" lia-Lf an iior-r-r iaì;er I was io realize ihe
siqrrifi cance oí i'i,/-

¡ic'Jever cles,qriie con.side:r'able eäghasis on ,cìiis aspecl; of naiu-re -Lhe

i'ncst po,.'rerír:1 -Ldea -l-ei't wiir¡ Lhe reed,er= is Gi:overs ¡qree"l lo-.¡e '¡^tlci-

Tespeci, ío:: ihe iancl ne,fescyibes. Ïhe l,r:i¡;s io ard -!'ro;iL i¡*-inior-rLÌr

'';h::íl-i ìiì:n; ire e:uLbs in every äroneri¡ on 'Lhe pr"ai-r"ie '¿r¿ìi-l s¡ o'Dse¡:v*

r ng:

.)Lt\)-

:I. L_P tui,4ii,.- lqe¿Ig 2 !') .C ,i ', , r,.cC,l ell end
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'lirc cl.ear s1:ar'liie anrl .gì-i'.ieL:' oi' i:lie -ri'gi:: s[c'¡¡"3

in s'La-ii i: ,,,'¡i.itter üi-¡pis ',,ile hear¡en-l-;¡ bocii es see'l
'Lo ierçe cn al1 ¡L':Ì:iibioria-l- spl enco"r, g;f'lLelh-j ng nei'-f
rúc b'ì åziilf;e over",+een-i ng i:oasiÍfu-iness'+

'1'o Lhe e¡,st -l ha,c1, r¡i1i1e ronCerillg ovel: iiie beau-1;i*

Ír-il ',.áliLernessr pa.ssed a fine l:luii of sla;i'el;\¡ ilol:*Ã
iar.s lìiai sioocl like green golcì. jn ihe evemrìFi sul-r"

in þ"er.Jr*i{i-ç TI*_+lq L:ro-¡e "Ìras ieÍt, u-s a llìe.lìro¡:able l:o¡''¿ra*i-.L ol-' the

L
vanisiring crairie,'rb To G::ove, ihis p::-ai:,:ie i-s 'Lhe goal ío;. l^¡tiich Fhil

B ;' arrcl en \{ä. s s e ¿Ð: c hi n g i-n å.-i;Sgr*gli":ågf**tfgåigg *

iafsokno-,'rfhaiLherer';ei'eoLÌrerslikeilysel-i
i,rito .rhinlç 1,h:rs bacjri,ood.s bus!-1-anc ]odis s¡;n savi;Ì'l

airci secci-:C or:1-;r i:,c t'araCise''

;:ie writes of 'r,hi-s prair'j.e ba-cllgroi.lnd -'tliicir becane t'ire backcl::rrp ío::

his ¡r'ea'best novel-s ín ihe follor+ing lern:s:

-]. w¿n.Lecl -Lire si:lp}er, i.ne lxare elernen-¿¿J- i;hinlis,
ì;irÍn;3scos:'nicinineirassocia'l'ionsrnearer:.bo
l,he r;eginrring or encl of c::eaiion,8

'ihe snor+ lay nrc::e si::oo1,i'rly a:lâj-n ¿nrLer firese "e>"-
foli"".fedrr sr:.2'fi:ce sheeis lrþich he're, too, ge-ve ii;
¿ìn j-nhì-riliene ;:rirneval took.9

Tn aiclii;ioir ì:o foreei:acio-u',:ng file i:ol e bnai; ihe t¡;.nadi-an ';esi; r¡oulcI

nl ay in hj-s .i'-'u.''-l-:"re itr''j-ì,-ln.gs, ¿s a sebLiirq Jlo:: his qre¿t ilc'¡e'Ls, Q-:Lgi;

;jr.¡--j rie 'fr:ail s ¿il sc; ic r.esir a.cì.oi+s s oriLe oÍ Nhe ';ìrerres ','ln-L ch erìlet'ge i n i;ire

a-J¿i-4', ir' ?o'
L'¿þ-*a., F' lij"
5/-.1ÊL*'r :r' oø

ói1*l-"ol-tl, Ross" ¡1i¡3$-r-r-crúion 'cr¡ Oy.g{-,5iq]'-{*g*i,*iiåg, iil"C'L"¡
i;c0l eiianrl anC l>Newe.r'i, L957 ' 

p"){."

'lÍ^ ,, Grove, ùve:;' ilqairqie*llð.**q, i':,Ü.L.,*u r.cÇl-e-i-ìa:rd- and iiew¿r'f,
L95'i u ll-.i5'- ' -r 

-********
ç{ï, " 

íl"l-',^: -, -^ t} |
*[li': .n. >i o ;;a;!;oe l']a !l'u



-l-¡r ?

.^^:r-ai tcli\J ', vr Lr .

i'los; se::i-ou-s'-:d-nt"eC- :iletl a'i rt:y *qe' 
1

cel-ieve, i:eco¡'re pi'o f ui-iircll ;'' i '-l. res sed ui L'h

,ne iui'iii''u;¡ cîl i't ¿iì- If no s'rcn

i¿ui¡-i'ienj-n.,'i sl1ÌlellveneSg sj¡ce t¡ie uever i írJe
j-n .i,i:e ijresell-r, i{e ¿ì:.e llwa¡s looitin¿:i i''oL:*

i¡ard- io t"ha:L-,nevell coìlies; ¿nd sc I iie stii¡s
i:Y, ul:lI ì 1'¡ ecì . 

r-u

ïh.Ls :i's llrecier.i cll lirii-ip Grove spe;j<i'-i...¡l: a.L{)i.iL jlis ::el ¿..1;i'llrsiril.l t'¡iLli

itis ttau¡';ÌTteÏ ¡Ì¿ðrj i-'r-r't' i'L cr;u-lrf jusÌ: as e:si-Ì-"t- ¡e Jibe íspeJ-diirg sped{-

j-n¡; in i:i:e I ¿¡.sl; of 'r,he l¡rr¡lishe'l pi'i:ii:ie nr:irel-s, i:-fg¿l-,:*qi*!Ifqj+'fl*'

I^ lir.cvers second- piùrrshe<l bocku *L*-*.{g1g-i¿*-È:g*i::*'1.{' 'i"-': I eave

leìriit,-Ì ,.he coririrlei,eL¡,- ¿iu.icbioq::e¡:Ì:i-caJ' nä'-'l'r"r-re cf C--qeIJ:*g*f::9*l{-<ï|'*E-

airci íinct e;ra.i,:pies oíj bhe ¡lien ";1lr),,lere 
J-e'l,e1'Ì,C (:neT=Ëe ¿ìS iiie neroes

cij ;.-re u:.aì::.¡e ïtc'rels" Ïu ¡rihe io"'ler:l -'ie 2're í:r;r'oil-r:cerl tc :n 'i'ce-

lanC,iciirulú,,-gan'ii';hocanetoC¿nad''1{'o31-rrehi-s-'i:feand-chilclren

a better liie' ile bec.'iies j-irvol-vecl in '¿he confl-ict"ch¡;b faced i-'ae

>i:*J-clíng:

llu'¿ i;ilile iie 'r;oi'kecl ilis visioll l.tres oi ihe
íarn; he¡' visiol.l 'vlås a.-cornirgison be+r'i'{eeil

t:iris sI evût.;r iìnd l,ne c:- Ül' ': -

iihite ìre a'bie:npï,e'i ì'o re¡-l-ize hjLs vision

-Lha.f .¿isj-c-.il: 'Llie f ar,:i.l "y ior' ",'*lon he i^'"e's

In tii e s toÏ"J rlii srveoirTe i'íe con'le

ihe :nos'b i-rllncrL¿¡i: i:ari; cfl

"v.ni'iii-nq, i-ef b hiirL.

u-pon ¿Ji irrrligrani, cf Sla'¡ic

of'r-ganå

fn
'"+Þlçj.¡ P" II':.

1i,,, ¡r ,r,^.-,,^ r jìl-, - ,11¡r-¡n n.f .l-lra T,=:ir _ l.c0J,ell ;Lt-rC ¡"nd.
!. " r. i,:rove , 'itg" ,ipcq ]jå**å-_*:;:å

Sier+a.r'b, 7.923, P" óí)"



i.',l-i

lie ï-.ec,ile å s-r¡lùcl i-o tlle oí hav'r¡esr'inÍ lii¿-Ì'n: oí
ine Loil,er of i,ile ear'¡lle oi him' 

"'¡ho 
ieed's i;he

ieenlng ld.llicns of oiirei" v;orl ds inir¡ r"'rhich

he rìoei jìr.¡.L caie'io ;-lr"¡r" ille;rrr'Lhe -t''eerriir-lg

;i:Ll I j,ols inÈ,.y *ulìink 'ril¡:.t, ire is ihe'ì r serva:rl'L, buL

he knor"¡s betler': nof l,he;r are hi-s.*ast'e::s; hj-s

:ri¿s'Ler' is ,:ne, nis :las'Ler is Gocl'"12

rlhis ¡n¡.ïl i"rLs to l:le, on iir;'L svrlt:i-n!,, '"*lil-e. t.e

:,¡ere ::e.L'r,l-i-n3 e.lori¡; L?ie ::oaiÌ, i;i'ie j-ncarnaij"ori

cí' al-]- ì;liai is ljne an'i lro'nle in i:cdil¡i laÌ:our;
oí 'rhe joJr of ruscie s'nC siner"¡ ' " ' ' lje beca;ne

1;o lie ihe ¡n-an 'r';îr: st,'::-icis siìuarel-.)¡ on -1'he soi-l- e-Ìi'i

r.,,no, íi:r¡äi iiÍ:; i,cjL - hi-s, no rriatiei' r1neiirer ile o'"";its

ii or noi . i';ho Íl::o,ir irís scil re¿clLes ci-:'i i"i-'bli
.i,ei:t¿-L'ive t;Lind ".. i:rot)es h-i-s su'¡'e anci u-nnús'Laken
1¡i1--, i11tc -rhe g'ea-L prii.ret¡al rr¡,tsieries i*iicir e::'e 'T;he

s.",;ne lc;cl¡¡l e.r: ¡':.1 'rhã cie.r'm oi irisiori"ì3

Tfiis Slavic se-i,;ieï r;Jol:-l-rj. have i:ecn bÌ"re j-d e|úl -'t'&r\ ii: rhe e;ltes of

,i,¡¡rn illli-o'1 . i,¡ho* iit L,u-:i" -Daj-gi-*:-g9Êd, ii-ves io see ¡-I]- of his ciri'i*
vV..'¡ '.-..-'" -,

'i-r'en 'i'eserbinS iiie liile he hac i-rlaÍ"ned for Llien'

,iire í-LnaI book iàicÌr I -be] ieve ireloi]gs i"iih 1:he il:¿ri-rie

r';rii,in¡,.s cf Grc\¡e is hís 'rurrubl i shed '!'gJ.-es Í-Lq-'.llgç"*1g.åL*' This

"i:oolt, if puÌtìishec, rçoulcl be 4..¡altra,L,l-e acidiiicn Lo ihe i';'orh of

iìrove. ltLese iel-es futfiLl iiie cha-r¿.lcte::is'i;ics of the'i paÍt o:fl

nar.r.¿¿tive prose wi,i-ch Grcve call-sr|Llhe Taierr'¡'ftich l-ilte tire T¿l-es

oíi- i'o* i;¿rke Nheår su-bject :latfer

fr"on't-,|le i:orclar'-pr:o'¡'Lnces of l-LLr-ilan li- i'e-
in coi:.1-::¿-d.is'cinciiorr "Lo iis liai-n s'Lress"
i-'oe 1tïi:st?]l'ús ihings 'i''iúch h:l-pl-ten llcn i:he

:la.r,gi-n- of .i-j,i'eÌr.

L1
jÞLÈ"u p, 2Õ/r.

l.-rlÞi.*", p¡, 21(Je ZhL"



i i,{i

irron 'lh-l-s fol-]-oi'rs one iü-ri:ori:rii d-ei¡rcti o¡l:
;i:e .Lale j,s tioL scci:liì-;'r s'i iirL-ì-.i'j-c:'ilL.

its j-ncidells tra.,y he.'¡e 1,ìre inieresf oi
i-:.necd.otes, 'lite cil¿:-¡li ol il-reanris, 'ctle nor¡e'ì 1,"' oi
su:pr'íse: iis cira-i'¿.,cte:ls :t;aLy ''ae ini-ercsi;'lniì ås

¡;.i';irclcgic¿:L c¿s'js cr as pi-r:¡srolo¡;j-c¿L accj-Ceiris,

tsu.i, fÌre sec::e1, oll ii;s api:eai- ¡¡C :,'f ihe sane
'¿i:ne i'i,s ij-m'i¿riion lies in 'LÌre j'¿r'ci' fir¿'¡'t ii con-
s-:is i,s of a'lc j-d.e ni-¿.I or í¡:lcidei-r'bal ¡j-iires "I/r

Tne si,orie-e g,i s,rei;cnes i-n j*lgq:!i!¡l*üg:'lÌf,ry"¡ h¿rr¡e i,heir seì;'cin¡,s

in ';ite C¿*ra,jian .,est" The sio::îl¡ enl,ii-Leii 11r'r¡.'',erri j-s ¿n -i-ronic "b¿i-l-e

ci a;¡ta.¡ ",,ric no¡igages l:rs faqi'i,o the poir,N i,r-he:re he loses ii j-n

order ic ita;, ior.ì,he clr.-i ii_j-n,{ oí a. welL; 1,Ì:e ïi3.îe:f l¡a.s s¿1'1 " ìiu:""1,2,

r,¡j:c -Lo'ri ¡tis -[',:;r:l 1-s i.rictu,::'ed i-:r the foi'Lor'n'-ir¡'; pn'-ssa'le:

Cf i;err i;-u::i-no, ì;jte J¡'ears " he peered di=eamilJ¡
ini-o 'i:lre r,;oocis oï' ¿ì,cT"oss " ihe., ncrlh i¡hçr'e ol'lce
uiron a lirre lre ha.cì been a setl,ler"r5

;lnoi,he:: equ-alL¡r iÏoníc tale enii-r,led rrT]:e lea'dbeat'rr reveels tne

ci-laraclet: of ¡'r'eC, ii'ar'ley t'¡fio can be t,a-ken ln by'ani¡ irave'ì-ì-er víih

å.n. ii-lsl,af-nenì; pla.n epi:roacìr" i"a::le¡r-i s unab-l-e'r,o resist such an

ojjiler et¡e.ir i.,'teit ite l<nc',,rs Ì-re is abs,:-Luielir vui-ned; ihai oiíer ìs for

colo'rred piroi;cgr:aphs cí hi-s farn-iiy" !+j.qq*.:'rqtq't[q-i.ggÐ eed' a.

seiec',-ioll ai 1:,!te ij.nrlu-lllisiied ess¡l.s ållC ackìresses b¡lr i'vgçj.s¡1,r¡,

irhij-irr',1:"ove shoul .l i:e pli:.ced íj-rs'i; cn tlie ¡:.riorii;' l-isl of ir-rfipor-

1:anl pieces oÍ J¿.nadian Liieraíurs'ie'be i:r,:-b] ¡-*.hed Ín oi-rr teniennial-

Jre¿¡r.

rÅr'i, p, (,lrove, J!_I"gç4¿jgq*gg*äglg, l'ia.c:nillar:r, L929u .c¡:" -116, 11?"

15¡'. p. []rc.re, leleq ¡'IpU._1+ç*j!qç.iå*, u.nÐr-ibi-ì shed co]lectron
o.f i:al-es, Soxes ii, L\", The Grove Uoliect,ion, The Unir¡ersil;; of i'ianiì:ob¿."
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