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“of his latest productions. "We are standing to-day in the midst

inadequacy to meet the needs of men."

for supremacy in the BOriental World,

‘the various faiths of the world are not false, but rather theevolution

_essential and eternal thing in human life.”

of mans and it is eternal as the being of man,"

" and certainties in a world higher than this mandane existence and

will help to solve several very ilmportant problems in connection with

— D - ——- o o — ——— o— o— — — o— o —

R. E. Speers® makes this significant statement in bne
of a world of wrecked religlons, and they are all proving their
. _ We hesitate to accept this popular verdict,and feel that
something should he said in behalf of the Non-Christian Religions.
" We believe and shall try to prove that the four great

nistorical religions, namelys Mohammedanism, Confucianisn, Hinduism
and Buddhism are nol wrecked, but rather are vying with Christianity

‘ It is our aim in this thesis to ehow_tha%pfhere is a
great fundamental principle connecting all the great religions; that

of an original constituent principle of humanity.

Then having established this principle'we ghall endeavor
to show how and why Christianity is destined to be the Universal
Religion, and hence Absolute and Final.

. C. P. Tiele has said that,"Religion is the Universal §
Phenonmenon. of humanity, " and]Prof,MenzesC’is s8till more exact when f

he terms religion as a "Prycholbgical Necessity." . However it is
expressed we are forced to helieve that man-is fundamentally religious.

It is a well known fact that wherever the Missionary travels, either
" in darkest Africa or over the isles of the gea, he finds men every-

where erecting alters to the™inknown God."  We helieve with Judson
Savage@’that,;This universal religious consciousness is the central

- Religion is not only»nec$ssary hut it is indestructable;~
1t ‘was the Prophetic Carlyle who said,"Religion is not dead; it will
never die. It hag its dwelling place and Hirth p;ace'in the soul

A man's religion is that which sﬁeaks to him of realities

1links him to the unseen and eternal, thus constituting one of the
real permanent forces 4 the universe.

In the next place an analysis of the religiouns instinect

the relationship and bearing of the great historical religions of
to-dﬂy- Iy

C)COpied from Address gilven before Nashville Convention of College
. v : Students.

® pA1lan Menzies "History of Religion" page 24.
® Minot Judson Savage. “The Passing & the Permanent in Religion",pg.13.




It should help the Occident to understand the Orient better; it will
shcw how the great religions supplement and complement each other
in the search for truth; it will point out a fundamental principle
of nity, which will ultlmately bind all the great religions closer
together and prove that they are not false but only inadequate.

This gdudy will exhibit a developement of the religious
@onsciousness which in the main is continuous from the nost
elementary to the highest stage; it will show that an inevitable
logiec will force men to finally agree upon a Universal Religion in
accordance with a fundanental, synthetic law of mind. It is said
~that "all religions may be regarded as the unconscious effort of
the human spirit to express and unifj its relationehip with the
Infinite.

"The érowth of human need,says AllanfMenzies5'is the
cause of religious change and progress, and hence the key to the
development of any religion is found in the successive emergence

in human experience of higher and greater needs.,"” If we can discover
&

~ the order in which higher aspirations successively enmerge in the
“development of humsanity, we may determine the course of religious
advance. '

There are at least four successive conditions or stages
of human history which may be traged in the development of civil-
ization as man climbs from the lower to the higher levels. :

' First. : Tn the scale of development ‘the materiaT needs
are all absorbing; man's religious consciousness is scarcely awak-
ened; the religious life ag a whole is a mass of childish fancies;
the gods are ﬁptty and capricious belngs.

' : Second, As civilization developes there ~omes a freedom
from material needs; the higher aspirations and ideals are concerned
with the safety and advancement of their national life, At this
stage the religious life becomes assoclated with patriotism, men
have bhegun to believe not only in the itribal, but in the national
god or gods, and henece a national religion is borne, The true
principle of classification is based upon the difference between

the tribal and national religion.

Third, As the nation consciousness gains in power

and influence men hegin to realize thelr own value apart from the
state, theJ dare to think of a higher moral law than the priestly

Allan Menzies History of Religion.
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system and accordingly develope a personal ideal which is their final
authority. Thus the individulaistic stage of religion succeeds the
national, ' .

Fourth. The individualistlc stage is a part at least of
the Universal stage where men recoghize the unity of all truth, and
endeavor through a synthetic law io trace all to a final harmony.

At this stage of development the mind of man is emancipated and
Prophetic men catch new vigions of truth, which firlly crystallize
into great national religions. . :

While there may not be an absolute law of growth in the
developmwnt of the religious consciousness, yet a deep study of the
Great Historlcal Religions seems to indicate several distinect stages,
according to the advancement of their civilization as indicated above.

This principle is H% hapmény with a second great principle
as stated by Principal Caird "It is matural for man as a spiritual
consclious bheing to transcend the finite, and to rige above the world
- of miner and outer experience and to endeavor by a synthetic process

of mind to harmonize all truth into one organic unity."

, In the dim mists of antiquity it is difficult to find the
sacred writings which hear upon the early awakenlng of the religious
conscliousness. - History proves that in the childhood period of the
- race, the religlous life and energy were almost entirely occupied in
the struggle with nature and fighting opposing trihes.

: . Meny great scholars, among them being Max Muller§>would
80 as far as to say that the earliest forms of religion could not be
considered religions at all; that mun's consciousness was not swakened
to anything higher than impulse ar desire. ‘

Perhaps that is true, but even the lowest and most ignorant
savage seems conscious of spirits, ghosts or fetishes in some form or
other, and they at least relate him to a higher woeld and to an unknown
God. . ' ' 4

At thig stage of savage life, when all the energies are
absorbed in:. the endeavor to provide daily sustenance, the religious
instinct finds expression in attempts to avert evil, which experience
teaches, nature does inflict. : _ ’

As scholars disagree concerning the different gods which
-are first worshipped, whethey Bplritsy fetishes or powers of nature,
we shall use a more comprehensive term and desigriate animism as the
first stage in this great development. The principle remaing the
same wherever we begin the analysis. :

O Ppincipal Caird, Intréduction to the Philosophy of Religion, pg 307.
Max Muller, Introduction to the Science of Religion.




(&) ANIHISK.

: For our purposes animism may be considered a real
starting polnt, for it marks the stage of man's development when the
eonscliousness is awakening to a large life. At this time mankind
has advanced from a primitive worship of spirits to a worship of
gods, which differ from the spirits in having 2 marked personal
character. '

' If fetishes spirits and nature-worship have not
entered into the sphere of religion, yet they form the basis of a
principle of selection and thus beoome the source of a new spiritual
gonsciousness in the mind of the worshinper.

’ . For example, in the history of the early religion
of India, the nrineciple of selection may be noticed as the worshipper
prefers some material object above all others, which at length
" becomes his god. At one time he worships the Sun and Stars and
at another time the winds and storms, but he is ever striving to
find sore thing permanent and lasting.

~Another adwance is made in the evelution of the
religious conscilousness when the nmind begins to reflect on the mean~
ing and relationship of the surrounding phenomena; speculation busies
itself with religilous ideas and objects of religious worship. The
conclusion is reached that the gods possess similar powers to men.

{B) ° ANTHROPOMORPHIG STAGE.

This stage brings us to more definite historic
ground where proof is mor- nositive. The sacred writings of all
the religions will be important for investigation, but the Rible
will be the best authority for it traces the development of the
religious consclousness of the Hebrew people from the Anthropomorphic
stage, onward, through the Monism of ideal Christianity,

It conmes about by an inevitable logic that when man
finds his gods in na“ure he discovers a number of them: when he.
discovers a new god he does not a first deny the existence of the othew
gods; his mind struggles to find some kind of a synthesis among the
gods -and at last he comes to think of one god with higher powers than
the others, and in this sircle he considers someone as supreme. It
is when the gods are thought of in the likeness of human beings. that
the decisive step is made in the development.

{C) POLYTHEISM.

_ Polytheism is a natural development in the evolution
of the religious consciousness. It may be studied i~ the great
Rastern Religions or even in the early history of the Jews.




The Jews thought of "Javah" {Jehovah), as being the
god of battle who resided on the Mount Sinai} they also worshipped
Baal, god of harvest, and several other minor deities.

_ At this stage of deveIOpmﬁnt man has not reached the
conglusion that there can only be one god; when he is worshipping
“he feeld as if there were only one, but this feeling applies at
different times to a number of things, and thus he lacks the power
to free himself.

Nature as a whole may be at one stage of developnment
a symbol of that infinite unity which men seek after, but the Universe
broken into paris must be explained by a higher synthesis. For
exanple, towards the close of the religious epoch reflected in the
Vedic hymns of India an effort is made to break down the limits which
isolate each particular divinity and to blend them in one fluent
indivisible whole; the god invoked ait any one time is regarded as
the type or representative of all the other gods. This is a latent
recognition of a unity heneath the multiplicity.

(D) HF’NOTH}"ISM O

Henotheism is closely related to Polytheism as each
tribe recognizes its own supreme god and at the same time respects
the gods ety surroand ‘ng tribes or nations.

The Hebrew people late in their history referred to
_Jehovah as thelr special god, but they also recognized@Remosh as
supreme god of the hoabites and Ashtoreth god of Babyl: ﬂians.

: The tribal religion has given place to a national
religion and as they have their own king they also have their own
.god; but there was no harmif they worshipped other gods and hence
the king would set up the images of nPigthgiTéngpggJigeige %?pégﬁnd

%gegrég% gﬁggggstg igetgggnogr%ﬁgngggy%oniqms because their own god,

‘jehovah, was back in Jerusalem:

‘ The advance from the religion of the tribe to that

" of the nation must now be conaidered for it forms one of the most
momentuos epochs in the whole history of religlon. The deqelopment
of a national consciousness is the slow process of years and is not
always ach&eved in the same way.

Ye have reached the second stage of human development
where the material needs are not all-absorbing, while the highest

® - fThis title was invented by Mr. Max Muller,
Introduction to the Philosophy of Rellgvon.“




aspirations are directed to the safety and advancement of the Nation
in which they find thenmselves united. o

As mankind ascends in the scale of civilization this
synthetic process of mind is accelerated; the leading men igain some
measure of security and leisure; the mind becomes enancipated and

-as a result great organic movements take place in society.

Law takes the place of custom; the community undertakes
to punish crime and to protect the helpless; patriotism becomes linked
with religion as the great battles are fought to preserve the nation.

The priesthood becomes a very powerful class and
acquires a nersonal holiness, which mark$-outiitschembersrfrom other
~men; the sacrifices acquire the charactes of divine mysteries;
‘religlous books are writiten and at length are regarded as inspired
and come to possess absolute authority. ' ’ :

o _ In the meantime the national faith grows richer and
more consistent and the religious consciousness attains the very
highest degree of power and authority; it commands all the resources
of the nation both intellectually and materially, but this success
marks another era of development. Man learns his own value apart
from the state and becomes individualistic in order to preserve his
own integrity. o ' '

N , Prophetic men feel a call to personal goodness} thay
strive for a closer communion with the Divine as they realize that a
priest or intermediary agent is not necessary for worship, and reform-
ation after reformation sweeps through the state. . -

' The wershipper now knows of a god greater than his
nation and his mind does not rest in it§ synthesis until it affirms
one God over the whole world. :

(E)  MONOTHEISM.

, This new era of development stricks the shackles from
‘the mind of humanity as the indlvidualistic stage of religion succeeds
the national, - Greatl religious systems of truth are born as
Prophetic men trace out various relationships to the Divine.

- ‘ When civilization has created this need for a larger
concepilon of Divinity it developes a religion which is adapted for
‘that people and thus the religion of any nation becomes the product
of the fowrces which gives it birth. '



'.Prof. Jastron says the Monotheism’ tendency exists among
all peonles after they have reached a certain level of culture,

Ve bhelieve that the fundamental principles of the great
religions are quite similar and yet each age or nation must cloth in
creed or doctrine its own cozception of truth and the relaflonship to
the Deity. : :

As stated above thénamay not be an absolute law in the
degelopment of the religious consciousness, but the principle remains
that nmen everywhere are. speking to find God, ag Professor Sabatier says,
"Man is 1ncurab1v religious.”

Surely the sixth century B.C. was a period of emanoipation
thvoughout the whole world when Prophetic spitits spelled out the
Monotheistic concepiion of the Infinite in cerude systems of truth.

It is the age of anfuaéus and Yaotsze in China, of Gautama in India,
of Jeremiah and Ezekiel in Palestine, of ?ythagoras and Herachtus 1n
Greece. _ o

However the Jewish race with a peculiar genius for religion
producsd a type of Prophetic men who emancipated the world with a new
conception of Deity.

Isaiah and Jeremiah not only teach a momotheistlc con=-
ception of God, but a God who is a moral ruler; one who 1is more interested
in the main*enance and promotion of réghteousness than in the advancement
of .any nation. The; have identified God with the ideal of righteous-

" ness and.merey, and in so doing they have made the great step, at least
in principTe, from a national to a universal religion..

’ A B the light and truth dawns, the Jew becohes aware
of his own imper?@ctions and limitations when he strives to know God
in a %ighpr sensge. In his desire for righteousness he comes to think
of himself as evil, while God becomes a Loving Father directly interesyed
in the establishment of a world wide kingdom of truth.

(F)  DUALISM.

As the Jewish race takes preeminpnre in its search for
truth and a higher synthesis, we may follow itis history. Individual
jresponsibilitj developed a dualistic conoeptiom of the Unlverse which
‘marks an advanced stage in the civilization of any people.

Prof MenVies savs,'"lt is the gift of the Semitic race
to bring the tﬂought of God to bear on life with a direct practical
force such as Aryan religion never by itself exerted."

‘Professor Jastron - The Studyof Religion, pg.76.
Allan Menziles ~ History of Religion, pg.l94.




As the Hebrew Prophet thinks of this ideal t6 be attained
he is baffled by the limitations of Life. God is good yei he seems
to be defeated in the establishment of a world wide kingdom of truth.
He can only explain it by thinking of a power which opposes the good
and indeavors to overthrow it.

The mind ~f man endeavors to transcend the limitations
and to reach finality, and thus he gorces himself to belise in the
supremacy of goods .

uvaence benozes the handmaid of theology as men realise the
divine laws of the Universe; men understand that thisg is God's world-
and all the laws tend towards egtablishing truth and righteousness.

A new light dawns in the consciousness of the race, when men realize
that the Infinite is a loving Pather, but the question of the ages
remains unanswered. What is the exact prelationship of humanitiy to
Divinity? How is it possible to harmonize the apparent dualism
of life?® ' :

The Jewish Prophets thought of a coming one, the Prince of
Peace, who would esitablish their nation in power until their rsligion
would be recognized the world over. Tach great religion looks
backward or forward to the great eman01pation. Louis Jordan says,'
"If Buddhism or Confucianism or Mohammedanism could produce to-day
‘the leader equal .in endownmenit to the leader 'they possessed at the
‘beginning, they would assuredly experience the tnrle of & new life
and amaze the world bj their energy and progress."”

Joou -Jesus Christ, the T manoipmtor of the W“rld came to the best
of the now-ch” stian religions and announced the truth "which doth
make us free. Not only does 1t make men free but it unites men

in the highest synthesis.possible_for the mind of man to conceive.

Christ dared to say théL.He and the Creator of the Universe
were one: that humanity was pivinity in its Infancy; thati He was the
Son of Heaven, which was the rightful inheritance of all nen,

(a) MENISH.

. Monism is the final siage in +he development of the religious
cons~iousness, and is destined to become the ideal for the coming
- ages. Monish, says A. 5. Mories, is now admitted by scientisgs
cand christian scholars as the ultimate aim of human fhought.“ Sir
‘Oliver Lodge says, "PhilosophinallJ, Yonism is the aim of all of us."

'" Lonls H., Jordan, Comparative Religion, page 353.
217 8a Mories, The New Theology, page 63.
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Christ has emancipated the world by his great truth of man's
intimate relatlionship with God: this is the undying truth which
was and ever shall remain, the life-blood of Christianity. This’
great truth made Christianity unique among all the religions of the
world, and amounced the highest synthesis yet reached by man, '

We have endeavored to trace the developmont of the religious
. consclousness of the race from prehistoric times to the advent of
~“Christ the emancipator: of the world, We shall now endeaveor to
point, out the unique features of Christianity,and give ihe reasons
why Christianity is destined to be absolute and final, '

CHRISTIANITY.

The unique feature of the Christian religion Lies First in
the spiritual dynamic which i1 possesses and by means of which
it can translate its iruth into life forms for each advancing age.

Pr. Martineau makes this significant statement in refering to the
evolution of truth, - "The symbols of one gge are the archaeological
curiositios of the next."  Christ announced a very simple creed
but the Tundamental principles of Christianity are universal and
pogsess the power of adaptibility for each age. '

Christianity presents an ideal to be reached which is with-
in the scope of muwman attainments.

.. In the gecond nlace Christiznity &8 unique in the fact that
the ideal to be reached has been attained by ithe greatest 1life ever
lived upon earth, Jesus Christ was the great living illusir ation
of the truth he taught.

: " In the third place, what Christ affirmed %or himself he
affirmed for hls disciples, and what he affirmed for his disciples, he
affirmed for the world. - : o

©  The Patherhood of God is now a greater truth than it was in
the time of Christ. Christ also taught the truth of Sunship with
God, which ig & truth so comprehensive that after nineteen centuries
the world is just heginning to understand its significance. ‘

%e believe that Sonship with God as expressed by Christ
gives expression to.the highest Synthesis possible for the mind of
man and prepares the coming ages for the great emancipation.

Christ gives expression to » great Universal principles
which are destined to be more far reaching than the spiritual
dynamie of his own life as he said, ®@ "Greater things than these
"shall ye do bhec=use I go unto my Father."

® - John 14th chapter,12th verse.



Christ realized that great principles grow as men
develope,and hence they require a new setiting foriséach age, The
Patherhood of God, the Brotherhood of man as principles are greater
- and more.comprehensive to=~day than in the time of Christ, and
Prophetic men are still reaching up for a 1arger revelation of
truth.

Christianity is growing richer in truth as the
religious consciousness of the race developes a higher and a nore
undversal synthesis.

Christianity, almost the youngest of the great histor-
ical religions, has had a unique developnent, as it came into contact
with the great ocean currents of religious and philosophic thought
and in a measure has become the heir of the thoughts and aSpirations
of a hundred enplires,

&1l the noble sentiments that flowed from every quarter
of the world has helped to enrich iis life and make it the reservoir
of truth. It seems that each of the great historical religions
are destined to contribute something towards the efficiency of the
other religions until trufh is recognized the worlﬁ over.

: Truth discovered by one religion is the"rightful heritage
of all nmen. ’

negs of the race has been reached in Christianity, but we are indebt-'
ed to all the great religions of the world,

A s Christianity is beooming Universal as She imfuses her life
~and spirit into the now~christian religions of the world, and in turn
agsimilates the richer truths found there. The thoughtful student
of the Japanese religious life is forced to admit that Buddhism and
Shintoism have received a new impeius in their contact with Christian-
ity in the last decade, What is taking place in Japan is true :
throughout the Orient; either the great National religions are catch-
ing the vital iruth of Christianity and receiving a new life,or a
new Hational Christianity adapted to their own day and generation is
developing, but in elther case truth is being disseminated and the
world made one. '

¥hen the seeker after truth turns back the pages of
history he issble in some measure to appreciate the contribution
which each nation and age has made to Chrisiianity,

We believe that the hlghest development of the conscious-




JEWS .

Christianity grew out of the greatest of the oriental
religions and it was centuries before it could emancipate itseTf
from the influences of Jewish thought and sentiment. 4

- The Jewish religion was itself the product of many
eaternal sources due to their unique history; the great nations of
antiguity, nanely Egypt, Persia and Babylon, all made rich contribut-
lons to the Jewigh religion,

The Christian's Bible is largely the product of Jewish
thought and sentiment, and its truths will live for ever in the
consciousness of the race. .

This inheritance has given G“rls»ianity the richest
llterature of all the great religions, and has inspired the best
prrductions of the Ages.

GREEKS.

‘ Again consider the rich contributions which Greece made
to Christianity. . It was the greal labours of Dr. Hatch, Prof.
Harnack and the Fprench scholar, Ernest Renan who helped the Ghrisfian
world to appreciate the contribution from this source.

: The instinet for unitvaas the one passion'of Greek
thought. ‘ : :

: The Greéks taugh+ Chrls?ianitj 1o thxnk out a fheolog—
ical systenm of doofrlne whloh was related to life. .

Chﬁrleq Ringsley says;"l boldlj say that I believe the
Alexandrian Christians to have made ihe best, perhaps the only,
~attiempt yei made by men ieo proclaim a true world-philosophy, whereby
T mean a philosophy common to all ranks, races, and intellects,
embraclng the whole phenomena of humanity."”

Fhrisfianltj without a ‘doubt possesses the finest system
of relnted tru h which any rollgion poseesses, and is in the language
~of HMax Muller © The Peligion of Humanity.
ROMANS » | |
The con*rlbutfan of the Latin Paces with fheir great

organizinp geniug hequeathed by Rome, gave Christianity the great
organizing power so unique among the reiigions of the world.

C) Max Hﬁller, Introduction to the Science of Religion, page 37.
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The great emclestical system of the Roman church

- is considered by many as the greatest product of man's genius. Ve

- believe that the organizing power of Christianity is one of the chief
factors which will help to make it universal.

TEUTONIC RACES.

The Teutonic races taught the world that man is a
spirit and greater than any system of truth or philosophy. '

} The reformation of the aixteenth century emancipated
mankind and made Christianity the rigion of the free man. -

As a rosult,‘wherever the religion of Christianity
goes it causes reformation onr revolution. The Teutonic spirit
has taught the world where the real source of authority lies, and in
our own day has percipitated the second- great reformation which teaches
that the source of religions' authority does not lie in the Bible®
"per se," but rather in the Universal Christian consciousness of the
race.

ANGLO-SAXONS,

It is dif?icult to 8« Ly Which 15 the greatest contrib-
ution o? the Anglo-Saxons. The great 1ldeal of this age seems to be,
"Life truths in life forms," and as a result Christianity is being
purged of many false conceptions. This age 1s practical and
progressive. As a result Christlanity is being carried to the ends of
-the earth with this slogan, "The Evangelization of the World in this

Generation." It is generating a Universal sentiment of Brotherhood
which is inspiring the world and has taken definite steps towards
Universal peace. An atmosphere is heing generated which is to

revolution&ze all social conditions and prepare the masses for great
development thrnughout the whole world.

ORIENT.

The end of development is not yet; as we study
conditions and religilons in the Far Easi, we are convinced that Christ-
lanity is 1o receive a great new impetus in its development as a
Universal relligion.

' The great*?fophet Schopenhauer as far back as 1818

- penned these significant words. "I anticipate that the influence
of the Sanskrit literature will not be less profound thah the revival
of Greek in the fourfeenth Century.”

G)This thought principle was received from Dr.Bland, Wesley College.

i
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The. great Prophet was right, for scholars are studying
the ancient religzions of the Orient as never before, and we dare to
prophesy that fher@ is a Monistie conception of God found here that
will deeply enrich Cdriatianity and offset the dualism of the Western

orld. _

The great doctirine of the identity of God and the soul,
reached and announced three thousand years ago in the Hindu Upanighads,
is certainly one of the deepest truths of Christianity. F. D.
Manrice says, "The Hindu starts from the déscovery to which the Hebrew
had been led by a long and painful discipline."

The great power of mjstiﬂism and Christian pantheism
are yet to be assimilated by Christianity before it will reach the
vital life of the Orient. -

The great truths of the Easterr world have all been
subjective and introspective, hence non-progressive.

The essential divine nature of . man is the ravalutianarj
contribution of Indian Qeligious Philosophy to Christianity.

The great truths of Jesus cannoit be understood ‘by our
practical age until the deeply devo?ional and mystical spirit of the
Fast grips Christianity.

"The Orient and the Oceident are both making a unique
contribution to Christianity and thus are preparing thls faith for
Universal Dominion.

' History proves 1hat Christianity has hecome rxcher
" each time it hag heen engrafisd into the national life, %Who
possesses the Praophetic insight to say what a power Christianity
is to become when linked with the patriotism of Japan, the filial
piety of China, and the mysticism of India? ‘

. In conclugsion we would dre to say that Christianity

©is only in its infancy; there are great nental and spiritual

factore in man, co-extensive with the raee, which are as yet un-
developed; we. can only know in part the laws and forces of the spirit-
ual world as they gradually unfold, but we believe that ideal Christ-
ianity and genuine truth are synonymoug terms.

This is the ideal for Christilanity in the coming ages,
when gshe will assinilate iruth from every source and becomne the
helr of all the ages, and mankind the world over will realize that
all trputh is relaied and united and will recognize Christianity as
the Universal Psligion, and hence absolute and final.



