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TltE EVOLIITION OF R]:,'I,IGION: CHRISTIANITY /tS ABSOLUT'11 AIID FINÂ.],.

R. E. SpeengO makes this slgnificant Er,alemo,nt, f.n one
of hf.s latost, productlons, t'Fe. a'Ì:re ríandlng to-day ln r,he midst
of a wot'lrl of wreckecl rellgfons, and they a¡re all provtng theln
trnsdscluao$ to meet tho neetls of ft€rrr rr

Be hesltatç lo acee,p,t thls poprrlar-lteT,llctranci feel that
something shorrt-d be said in befrãlf of the Blon-Chniellan RellglorlElo

We beLleve ancl ehal.l +.vy to prove tha+, the fotrr grqa!
hf.storlcal. rellglona, narnely; Mohammerlanlsmn Oonfuclanism, Hlndulem
;;ã-ñããrrisio-*rã "oi' ?rreêke;i, btrt.-rather are vylng wit"h Chrlst"lanlty
fon Elrpre*acy tn rhe ôrfenrat 

Ti"ri: 
.¡i 

r ,. .j

Ij! ls otrr.alm f.n this thebte to ehow that there 1o a
great functamental prlncÍpte conneßti.ng all the gr?a+- rellgionsl J,hpt,
itte vari-or¡s fafths:of üTè worlrl are nót falser l¡ut rathe¡'tlr:er¡o1ut,f'on
of an ortgfnal constltrrent prlnclple of hurnnnlty.

.{olrlrl a}ra¡l +h{Then havIn6 establlsherl thls princÍple n-e shall çnclear¡or
to show how ancl why 0hËlar"lantty ie dosttnecl to be +"he Unlversal
Rel1glon, anrl henee l\bsolute and Final.

Co P. Tfele has sald tha*,,"Religlon f.s tlre Unlversal
phenomenon' of hunanityr" anrl Prof .l'felzes(9 ls stlll more e¡{act when
h!-ï-1l*a-religi"n *s ä-"Prychologica! Necessity." Floweve¡: lt, is
ä"#;!|;O-we ãi*lforcect t-o betiele that r¡an ls fun<lamental'ly rellglous.
il"fÀ a ftel-l- known faat that whe¡:ever the Mlssionary -t'nar¡elee elther

'ln ã*rkegt, Afrlca or or¡er the isles of the Bea, he_flndÊ men every-
üüe"ã ãrectfãg aLt,ers r,o the"flnknown God." tïe lrel-leve r:¡lth Judson
äàîãä"ø ir'tåt,,TThis unfveraal re"ligÍous. consciouenees is the central
ã"ràñlial. ãná.e¡te¡:na1 thfng 1n hrrnan Ilfe."

,*,uo" rhe _i:**åtî; åå,î;l*"#*å ::iå:råäi-äïlnll,'å"ï"å:ååi"il.ilii
,ruvun d!.e,, It nas lt,s dúe.l-ling place anrt -blrttr pLace ln the soul
ãi'i*"J-e¡a it is etennal aç the being of mån"'

A marifs le.]-f-gi-on fs that whleh speaka to hlm of real-if,les
and çertalntf.es 1¡.: a worÍd hlgher !h*1_ thle nunrlane exLstence and
l-inks hlm to t,he unseen arrd eiernal, thus consttt"ut-lri$ one r:f the
real pe¡'manenl. forces ¡¡rT the unir¡orge'

In the next ¡r1aoe an anal,ysls of the rellglons 1?9t1nct
will help to sol!-ve sev6,rä1 very fnnporlant p:roblems Ln connectlon wlth
the reLaiåonshl.p ançl bea¡:lng ol tne gneat hletorlcal re1181ons of
to-ciaY r

O 0opted frsm AdCress glrrein before Nashvllle Conr¡ent,ion of College
ì ,9turlentg.

@ A.l-Ian ÏdenzieÊ "!Tistory of Re1tgi-on" page 24.
@ i,ii;;ï ,l"ii.õ"ä.'sa"äeã . 

-Ï'hi'te'- pàsélñs s, tire-Perm¿rnent Ín Re11glon" , p8. 15.
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It ehoulrl help the Occfclent t,o und.erstancl the. Orlent lretf,en! 1t wÌll
ehcw how lhe g¡leat, rel-l.glons eupplement a¡rci c'o,rplemenf, eaeh other
ln the search for trutht it w.lLl- point out a firncla¡sentaL princlple
of rrnif,Ío rvhl"ch wlLl t¡LtimateLy bln<l a1"1 the 6reat reLlglons oloser
f,ogether and prove that they are not false brrt on1-y inadequat,e.

fhfe *url¡r' wi.Ll exhlblt a developement of the reLlglous
€oneciougneg,s whieh fn the rnain fs eontlnuous from the nost
olementary to the hl6hest atage i lt wllL show that an lner¡l*,abLe
l-oglc wi..]-L force rcen to finatrly a6roe upon a Unå.r¡ersal- Rellglon ln
accordance with a firndamentalo synthet"lc Law of, mlnd. It is saf.d
that "411 nellglons rnåy be regerrterl as the unconsefoue effort, of
the human spirft to axpreea ar¡il ,unlfy lts rell-atlonehtp wLth the
Inflnite. "

"The 6rowlh of human needrsayo .A.Llan Menzi.es, is the
cause of rel-i.gj.orre change and progress, ancl hence the key to the
development of, any rellglon ls founcl 1n the sr¡ccesslve emorgenee
f.n hirman experf.enco of higher anrl greírt,er needsr" trf r'¡e ean rLi.scove¡?
the Ðrder i.n rvhiel'r hlgher nspfratÍons .sr¡ccesËively emerge ln the
development'of hrtru,¡nif,]¡r we lra;' dotermfne tlte côurse of re1lglous
advance,

There are at, least foi¡r ßuccessive condff,Í.ons or stages
of hurnan hfslony which may þ6 traoed ln the development of clvll-
laatlon as man cLfrsbs from the lower to the higher levelso

EffF+,. In the scal-e of der¡eloprioent f,he mar,erf.al- need.s
are all- ausoF6ffi¡ manra re]-íglous consciorranegs le Êcarcell¡ awalt-
ened; the religiorre l.lfe RÊ a whole f e a ìïaËE of cnilrllsh fanc[es i
the gode are petty anrl caprÍ-cloue beÍngs.

.5e_cqng., As ci-vj.Llaation rle¡¡e"].opes L]nçru -omes a freedom
from materlal- needs! r"ho hi8her aspi.natfone and lcle¿rJ-e are concorned
wj.th tlle s'afety anri ar.lvancen:ent of t,holr national life'' At this
stage the rellgÍorrs 1lfe becomçs assoolated with patriotisn, men
har¡e -begrrn to bol-feve not only ln t,hc trf.balr but, ln the nat'1onal
god or gods, and henoe a n€{tlonaL religlon Ís bornen The true
prlncl.pLe of claesl-ficatío¡r Íe based upor: tlre clf.fforence between
the trJ.'baL anci natlonal reL161on.

gþUO-. Âs tlie nar,lon consclousness gatns in power
anri :nfluencã-,ñãñ begln to reallze thei¡: oiryn valr¡e apart f,io¡r the
state; they rlare t,o ¿nlnk of a higl:elr moral law than the pri.estly

Al-Lan },ïenale's H!.story of, FelÍgJ.on"
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8y6ten and açcÐnctfngly develope a ¡:ereonal ldeal shlch 1a thetn flnalatrthon!.ty. Thus the fnçtlvldulalst,lc stage of relLglon suceee¿s the
nat lonal,

Founth. The fnrilvfduallstle atage ls a part at, Leaet ofthe unü.r¡erËãi-Hãge whønø. men_ recogúf.ze tùe ünriy ár'àr¡- lnuirr, -ano
endeavotr throtrgh a aynthet,lc law to tnace al-} to- a f;fnaL harmon¡r,.At thts atage õf eevel.oprnent the mf.nd sf, man ie emanolpated andProphetlc men eatch new vfaf ons of tnuth, whf ch f f.ratty- cnyetal1fzelnto great, rraf,l6¡¡¿1 re Ll6f.ofr6r

Iihtl.e åhere rnay nol lre an abeolute law of 8rowth ln the
developnwnt ?g lhg ne ligiorrs consclouønesa, ¡ret a deãp stud.y of r,he
Great Hietorlcal- Relfglóns seems to lndicaie eeveral ãrsttnät stagoe¡
acconding to {.he arlvancement, of thef.r ctv,lllzat,lon ae lndlcated aËová.

îhfa pr.fnr:f.pte ls f4 hagEöny with a second gnoat prlnctple
aB stated by-Prlnctrpal Calnd 0 "It is mafrlrral for mãn as ä splnitual
oonÊclous bein6 to transcend the flnfter'arrd to r14e eÏ:ove the-worldof mlner ancl outen experfence an<l to endeavor by a iynthet,f.c proceÊB
of mind to ha¡'nonf ze al.l!- t,ruth tnto one ongernlc unlty. rr -

In the dlm ml,çts of antlrtrrity ll le riffficulÈ to flnd the
eacned wtl+,ings wþich bear upon r"he oarLy arrakening oî Llne religlous
consoi.ol¡aneee. Hietory provea that, ln Èhe chfldhoocl perlort of-therace, the reli-glorrs li.fe e.nql energy were almoet ent,lrely occupled fnthe etprggle wj-th nature and ffght,lng oppoÊlng +,¡f.bes,

ManT great scholars, among thsra belng lfax ldull- erPwoul<t
8o as far aa !o say f,hat thç ear].fçst forme of reLlglon coulrt not be
ßongfdrlneri rell.$l.one at aLl¡ that rûtrnrs oonsçlousneae was notarakenedto anythlng hlghen than f.npulae or de6Xre,

Perhape that le true n but even the Lowes+. and most lgnorant
Eavage EeemE consciot¡s of spirit,s, ghosts or f etlshes ln some Form on
otþen, ancl they at least reLate hf¡u to a hl6hen woBld and to an unknown
God.

.4+, thfe sta6e of savage llfe, when all the ener.glee are
abeonloed ùn, *,he enrleavor to,,provlde dalt-y austenance, the-rellgiorro
tnstlnct f lnda ç¡,pbenslon in-attempts to avert evllr'wtriilr-õ"färi""ce
teachesr ilflture rloes tnflfotr '

Ae scholars cllsagree coneernf.ng th'a dlfferent gocle whlch
are finbt wonehfpped, whetheg EptÉi+;s'; fef.feheo or por¡êrã .of natui-e¡
we shall use a mor@ eompneheneive ten¡n and rlesignafe anln¡lem as the'ffret stage ln thls gneat, rieveJ-opment,. The princf.ple Fê¡ra{¡s the
Fape wherer¡er we begln the analysf.e.

f Fntn-c-tpat Cal"e, fntrôrir:atJ-on r,o^the PhlloÊgplry of ReXlglon, pg õ0?.
@Iüax [fulIer¡ Introrlr¡ctlon to rhe Seionce of Fã3,fglon,



(A) ANTÏdTSId"

Fos,' our purpo,qeË animlsm rnay be oonslderod a real
ntartlng polnt, fon 1t roanke the ste"ge of rnanrs development when the
sonacùortsness 1s awakenfng to a J-arge llfe. At thls tlme mankind
has aclvanceci f¡lom a prfmltlve worshlp of splrlts to a worshtp of
gorås, whi.ch ri!,ffer frorn the splnits ln liar¡lng e markorl personal
chanaoter.

If felf shes spirlts and nature-wo¡:Bhlp har¡o not,
entered Ínto the sphere of rellgfon, yet they form the basls of a
prlnolple of seloctLon anrl thrre beoone thE¡ ÊÕuroe of a nevi splritrraL
oonsclcrrsness ln the nlnd of t"he rvorshfpper.

or rndra, rhe r*#3îpi'ä.ä3t3å*åärffi åå;tgät"3ir:åå å:"til"";ååËåi;r",
pref;ens Bome ,nator"latr object above al,l of,hers, whicb at length
lrocomee Ïrfs goci. At one tlme he worshlps the $un and Stars and
at another tlmo t,he wlncls ançi. storr,qsn bul he Ìs evor at,rfvlng to
f lnci oole thing peraanent anrì 'l-astfng.

A.nother adr¡Ançe fs made fn f,ho evOlutlon of tkre
nelLgf.ous consefousnoss when lhe mind begins +,o r"eflect on the ßean-
lng and nelat.lonship of t,Ïre surrounrling phenomenai speoulatlon busles
f.tseLf with reJ.lglous ldeas and obJeeto of, rellgfous wonslrip; The
concJ.rrsfon ls r.eacherJ tfrat t,hê gods poÊsBFE sir¡llar powerg to mon.

(B) 4xTI{RoPo3uroRPHro srAGE,

Thin etage brfngs us lo moro deflnite historlc
grounel where proof i.e rsor' posltlve. The sacrrid wrllfngs of aLL
the re-r-lgions rril-l })e luportant for lnveetLgatLon, but the PfbLe
w'111 t¡e r,he begf, aut,horlty fo¡r Lt" traoes the rieveloprnent of the
rel-f.g!.ous coi'rsclottsness o.f f,he Heìrren¡ people fronr the Anthropomonphlc
stage, onward, throlrgh the Î,{onfsîn of lcleal- Clirietfanlf,yr

I¿ conog about by an fner¡ltab.Le logfc lhat when man
ftnds hin goris fn na-rrne he discovens a numben of them; when he
cilecoverÊ a nÊw god he cloes nor. a ffrst den¡r t,he exfstence of the othe¡b
gocte; hie mlld strugglee to f1n<i Bome klnrt of a eynr"hesls anong the
go<ts and at l-ast hç eomes t,o thlnk of one god with hf.gner powers than
the othensr and ln thÍs circle he conËlders Eomoone Rs 6upreme, It
l.s when the gorls at e r"hoilght" of; in the likenese of human beings thatlhe deei-sf.ve etep ls inacle fn the deyelopnoent.

{c) F0T,YTHSrs ,r,

of trre rellslorrs å3*X:i:ååi-å3". 'uli",ïåro;å':iiäi3å l" iil: Ëi:*itt""Eastern Religlons or even 1n the eanll-y trfstony of the Jews.
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The Jewe thnught of "Javah" (Jehovah), aE belng the
god of batt,Le who resfded on the Mount Slnal| they also worahippori
Baal, god of harvest, and seve¿'aL otlner mfnor deftLes.

c onelus I on r.ha rolnålå 

"å1.åirít03";å* 

"Ëä3i 
t'"ffi i ffi ", 3"*"i:f, iffi i,åt.

he feel<s as Lf l.here were only one, but ihls feeJ,f.ng appllee at
dlfferent tlrne.s üo a m¡ml¡en of thlngs, an<l thrre he Laoke the polser
to fnee htr¡self"

Natune as a whoLe ma¿r be at one stage of developmenl
a symbol of that lnffnite rrnity whtch men seek aften, but t,he Unfvetrse
bnoken lnto parte nqust, bo expl-ained b¡¡ p hÍgher synf,hests. F'ot
exampler r,owapds Èhe close r:f the nel!-lgf.ous epoch reflecterl ln the
Vedlc hymns of, lndía an effort, ls made lo bneak down the Ll¡olts whlch
leoLate each particular clivinfty.and to blencl them ln one fLrrent
lndlvisl'ble whole¡ the god trr.¡oÊett ai any one tlme ie regarded ao
the Lype on rÊpregentatf.ve of all the othe¡. gode, This le a LaÈenü
recognLtlon of a unfty lreneaih +,he mrltf.pl,f.clt¡r.
(D) qIENolImISM,o

Henottreisn fs closely reLated to Polythetsm as each
trLbe recognlzee lts olrn supreme god and at +,he same tlme nespecÈe
the 6ods o'i!ì¡"suærounrling t,rtbes on nallons.

Ohe Hebrew people Lat,e fn f,hein hfstory referned to
Jehovah aa thefr: speclal godr brrt lhey also recognløed^$ernosh as
supreme god of, lhe Moalrltes and Ash_toneth gocl of BabyS"Y-ttians.

The tnllraL rellglon hae 6lven ptace to a naf,Lonal
rellgfon and as they have thefr own ktng they al.so have thefr oTFn
god; but the¡.e rras no harrn if they worshi.pped other go<le anrl hence

*i$"otf;å ä3ilå.8.*-i3 llfl-å-ifi3"iå,Ë"Íå|þSï*1frÊs8fr8vi$"tt"¿'leypteu"o
ïä"är,iäã äÍiåiä"tö"Lüe"þää"of'+,ñä"ääfiyfón1äros"Ì5ecause thelr own sod,
'Jehovahr w&B baak ln JenusaS-emi

The advance from t,he reltglon of the +"r1be to thaü
of the natlon roust now be conqldereci fnu lt forms onB of the ruost
momentuos epochÞ ln the wholo h:lst,ory of rqllglon. The der¡elopment
of ãl "àttonãt oonaçfousnepe ts the slov¡ prooess of, years and ls not
alwaye aohÍeYed ln the trrne walro

tr{e havo reachecl t,he'seçond stage of hursan developuent,
where t,he rnaterialL nee<is are not all-absorblnþr whlle the hlgtresf

O-- ThIe tltle wa,e ln¡¡entecl by 1,{r' }dqx l"¡iir'l-er,
Introduct,lon r,o the PhlJ-osophy of ReLfglon'



aspfratfons a¡?e rlÍ.roctecl to the saføty and advance¡nent of the lrlationfn which they find thernselves untted.

As mankfnd ascends i.n the scale of efvl.lizar,,lon f,his
synlhet"trc procosg of ¡g.fnd ls acselerat,ç<L; the leacilng men igafn eo*e
measure of seçirrfty anrl Lolsrre; the rai.nd becomee e¡oãnctpafãci andas a reeul,t great óreent.e movemente takã plácã -iã 

eãðiutvo

r,aw tåkes the pLace of cuetom; the communlty undenlakesto punleh crfrne and +,o pnoioct the helplees; patnloÈf.sm beäomes llnkedwlth nellgfon as the gneaù battles are f,ought- to pr"esenrre the nai,lon,

The prlesthosrl beeomee a very Sowerful cl.ase and.acquifee a pefs'Onal ÌrOllness, whlch ,nar-ks,ì"'out1fts,:tne¡abefs::from othermel¡ !h" sacr'åflcee acqrrlne the char.aotee of, cllvf.ne myster'les¡
reltgS,ous books anç lqnitten and at S.ength are negardeit as fnsplned
and come to possesa absolt¡to authonlty.

fn the meantime the nat,lonal faith grows richer and
morg conel-etent ancl the relL6lous consclousneÊ6 at,talns the very
highest d'egree of power and ãuthon*,ty¡ tt command.s aLl the *esãirrcesof the natlon both lntell.eotuatty and rnaterially, but this suocess
marks an<¡ther ena of cleveLogmqlt,. Men learne'his osn vaLue apart
fro¡n the gta*"e anrl 'lreoo¡nes Í.nrllylduallettc f.n orqlero to pneeenve- hte
own lnüegrlly.

-Pnophetlc mon feeL a call to personal goodness¡ thüSet'rive for a closer communf.on wiih tlre DI.vlnã ås theyñealiae í,hat-äpflest gr lnter¡uediar¡r agent, !s not, necr¡ssary fo¡" worahfpo an<i refoz'm-
at,Lon aft,or neforruatlon sweeps r,hrough the state.

naríon anrl r.r* r.?3a-,?:å3tlåî"å:ï fi"î,iu"åoårf;3ËrË'.iiliî ll.irFl;-"
one GocI over the whole wonLd.

(n) mqr{oqHFï,sg.

rlre mind or t,,#ltiu"ii iilå il-l$iå*iii:tl,'3iåËä'"3nl,iîåi5l'3"åäBäu,
the national,t Grøat rell6f-orra syst,ems of trrrr"h a¡re borñ as
ProphetÈç men t'raçe orrt varlo¡¡s nelatlonshtpa to the Dlvlne.,-

ll'hen ci.vllJ.zatlon has created thie noed f,or a largen
conceptf.ol of, Dlv$ntty f t developee a r:eltgi.on rvhloh f e 

:eOaft@á- Fõ;
t,ha! people anct t,hu,s the r:eligion of any nátion lrecomes the-procluctof the forrces whtçh 6lve* tt blnth.



t Prof. Jastron Ëalrs tlie Monothetem tenrlency exlstn among
all ¡reoples at+"er they have reacl:ecl a eertaln leveL of çulture,

Tie beliove tha+. the f,undamental pr.f.ncÍples of the great
nellgioae are c¿u1Èe sfmlLar: ancl lret øach age or naf,i.on must cLoth ln
creed. or clpt: trine its own coi:cepllon of tr.uth and the relaÈionehlp to
the Deityr

As etaüed aboye llrere may nof, ï¡e an a?¡aolute law ln t,he
development of the relÍ.gfouç conselor¡snesÊr but, the prlnetplo renaf.ns
that a6n e!¡erywhere are seekfng to fínd Gotl¡ as grofessor Sabatlen saysltoÌ'Ían is fncurabll.l' religÍous."

thrcrughout tliç whsLø- wonlcl when Propheltc sptÈlts epellerl out the
Sonothelst lc conçept"Lon of the Inf inf.tø in crurle syntems of tnuth.
It 1s lhe age of Gpnfucáir.rs anrl Taot,sze ln China, of Gaulanoa 1n Indla,
of Jeneniah and Bseki,el J.n FaLoetlner of Fytha8oras and llorachtr¡s 1n
Gneece o

Howeve¿' thç Jewfeh râacç ,wfth a peculJ.ar gonf.trs f,or relfglon
produeod a t"¡rpe of, Prophetåc m6n who emanclpatä<i lhe woãld wfth a new
conceptlon of Deit;rr

. ?-----t^t- ---L ^-^l-- ^ ^- -t-Isaiah ancÌ. Jeremlah nof, only teaah a momotheLsüic con-
ceptl.on of God, btrl a God vho ls a moral rulor¡ one who 1s more tntenested
fn the malnÈenançe anql pnomotÍon of n&þhteorrsnesÊ t,han tn the acly¿lnoement
of ,any nati.on, ?hey have fdenttfierl God wfth the å.deal of rlghtrous-
nê6s and':Iûerçg¡ and iir eo ÉOf ng they have made.the Ereaù step, at leaet
1n prlnclple, from a natlonaL to a unf.versal relfgiõn._"

of h_{;s own Èmr,ê**å,llå"*tålå ii*-iåi13"Í.if,å; lä",T;i,3:-*"Ë"å#.ä3u
tn a'hfghç¡' sõnpe,, [n hf s desf.re f,orr rlghieorur.*às he oomeÊ t,o thinlr
of, hlmself, as,evfl, wh5.1e Gort T¡ecoroes Eì. Lovlng Father rllnectly lnùoresged,fn the esÈablLsh&ent of a worl.d wlrle kingtlom of truth.
(F) DuALrsl'Í.

As the Jewish rêcø takee pnoeninence ln fts seareh fortruth and a hi.gher oynt,heÈås, Ìre Bray f,ollow Sts hietonyr Indtvldual
responËlb1l.tly developed a dual-istlc conceptlom of the Universe whierr

'::-larkg an açlvanced stage 1n tho cåvltf,zatlon of any peopre.

Frof. Menzlee FP.ys, 'olt J.s the gtft of the Semlt,lc raoeto ?:rine t"he lhottght of üorl to l¡ear on l-lf,e wåth a dLreet pr"actlcaX
f,once such aa Anyan neligl"on neven by ltsei.f exerteçl. "

Pv'ofeegon .last¡:on - The $tuclyof Religlonn pg.Yg,
.&11an Menalee - fIf story of Rellglon, pg. J.94.
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As the l{ebrew Prophet thlnke of thls ldea} to be attatned
he is baff}ed by ¿he llmltatlqng of Life, Goçl 1s goocl yet, he seems
to be rlefeate<i ln the esta?rllshment of a world wÍrie klng<iom of truth.
He can only explain lt Ì:y thlnklng of a power which opposes the good
and fndeavo¡:s to overthrow f¿..

The mi.nd ¡f man enrleavore to transc,rnd the limltatlone
and to neach flnallty, ancl th:rs i'ie Sor"oee himself tö belfçe tn the
Êupremaey of good:.

,Selence beeo:nea the handmaf.ci of +,heology aB nren reaLtge the
dtr¡lne laws of the TJnivenee¡ ìrûen unde¡'st,anrl that, this ls Çodls world
ançl aLl the lawe tencl towar<ls est¡¡?:llsh1ng truth and r.f.ghteöusnees.

A new llghl rlawns fn the oo'roolorlonenn of the race, rvhen men neaLtze
t,Ì:at the Inf,lnfte fs a lovtng Fat,henr l¡rrt the rìuestlon of, t:':e egeÈ
nemaíns unan,ewened. lThat, !s the exaot nelatf.onship of humanf.ti ¿o
Ðll¡fnÍty? ilow 1s ft poeslbLe to harrnoni.ze the apparent cluallero
of llf,e?

The Jewlsh Prophets f,hor¡ght Ðf s, 

-rî*tng 
ono, the PrJ.nce of

Poaeg, who woi¡ld cgtablfsh t,hefr ¡ratfon l.n power untÍ.l the'l¡r religion
wouLd be reeognlz,ed the worJ.rl over¡ Iilach 6reat r"el!.gfon Loske
b.acklvaril or" forward t,a the great emfi.noipatf.on, Louf.s Jordan sayor t

.!'ff lluddhåsm or Confucåanl.sm or Stohamr¡redanlsm coukl pr:odtrce to-day
the l-eader equaL fn endownnent to the J-eaden 'they poÊsegËed at the
begfnnfng, they woulcl assurerll¡r expenlence the thnll} of a new ltfe
and amaze the world by r,helr enen8y anrl pFoSFÊFs.rt

J:.;.rr Josus 0hrisl, ll¡e ]trmanclpat.ön,of t,he wcr.ld same to the best
of the norv-ch:.lslrlan z'elf6f.ons and announced lhe t,ruth trwhtch doth
m¿rkfå its free." Not oni;r does ft, nat<o nnen free but ft unttes men
ln the hÍ6hesr, synthesÍ.s possf.ble for the mlnci of man to conceLve.

t

0h¡:1st ciar"erl to say t,ha.t He and the Greaf,or of U"ie Unlvorge
wer6 onoi that humanf.ty wae Divinity ln lte Infancyi f.hat Iie v¡a,e the
Son of lleaven, which was the rÍghtfi¡L fnherttance sf aLL r,'ren.

(c) $[üHrsT-{.

Iúsni.sm ls the fi.nnl stage in Èhe elevol-op'nont of the religlous
eon6,'fcuãneËs, ancl Íe (iestÍned to boeome t,he f.cleal f,or tÌre conlng
agear ï''îonish, says A" $, Tdor'les, Ís now admltt,ect by selentås$s
and. Ch¡.j.stf.an ScJ:O.l-arS as ti-le rrlr.imato af m of h¡;rlan t,hought,. " Sin
Oltver Lorlge Ëays, "Phllosophica)-1y, Ï,{on[sm -ts l,h6 a$.r¡ of al"l of r¡s,rr

LorrÍ.s iI. Jot"dan, Comparatf.rre Re.'l-lgfonr ÞaEÐ 353.
?¿-1"19sr ÌÍo¡rf.es, The New Theology, page 69.



eh¡'let has enanOi.pat,ed the rçorld T:3r h!.e greaf, tf¡ulh of manfe
f.ni,imate relatlonshf.p wf.lh Goci¡ tiris ie tiro unclying truth lchich
was and ev@r ehal.l- rernaln, the lf.fe-blood of Chrlstlanlt"y, This
greqit *-ruLli ruade flhrlsi"tmnlty unlque among all. r,he rellgtons of Èhe
rvot}çl, and announceri the håghest oyntheef.s yet reached 6y man,

lFe har¡e enrleavored lo trace L.ne devetr opmcnl of, the rel,lgious
consctousneËÉ of the race from prehlstonfc tt¡res to the arlvcnt ol

'Chrl,et the e¡trRnclpaäbnr of the won]"d. I/Ie shall now endeâvÐr' üopolnl out the rrnlque featursa of Chnlstianilyrand girre åhe reasons
why Chni.slùa.n1f,T f.Ê rlestfneri lo lre absolute and ftnal.
qriFIsTIÂNITg.

Tire uniciuø f,eaürrr.re of t"he Cï:rist,fan r"el-igÍon l,les fårst tn
tho spirltual dynami.ø whielr lÈ poËseËsee ancl ?r¡r moans of rqhLch
ft o.qn tra.neJ.ate ite +.ruth 1r¡to l1fe fo¡rms fon each a,dva.nci"ng age.

Ilr. Sfartf.near¡ makes this si.6nfffoant sf,alement l.n nefenlng to f,he
evr:Ltrt:f.on. of tnuth" - *fhg symbole of one #.gG Rre the archãeo!.oglcal
cutni.oçåtlras of the npxt. " ChnlÉt annorrrà-cect a vçrry tl.mpte creãd
bu'L ti:o f;unrlamenr,al prÍnciplos of, Christj.anlty aro rrnivorsal and.
poosees the power of adaptÍbfllty fon each age.

Çhrl¡;tian.ity pireeonts an lclee"J. to
ln t,he ÊçÐBe of hrrrnan attalnments.

I¡r tire segond. place Çll¡.lstfanit¡r
the åCeal *o be rcached har¡ ?¡ean attaineet
llyed ìrpon earth. Jesus Chrlst was tire
of the tn¡th he tarrght.

be reaçhecl whlch 1s $'1th-

ûs irniqr¡e ln ù?re faat that
lty l,l:r"o grealesÈ lffe ever
grea*" l-lr¡1ng lllusln atlon

' In f"Ïie th$-r$ placar rilta[ ChrÍst, afff¿"¡aed -e'orrhir¡se'1i he
af,ffrmerl for h-ls-ffiõlilfeer:an,l what he afflrßecl f:ocl hls Cteotptes, he
af,f$.rned for the wonl"d..

Tho Fatherhood of Gori ls nore a 6near,er lru+,h then lt wae tnthe t,iine of ,0li¡161. 0hz'lst a.l-eo taugn*t the truth of Sonst:tp wtt,h
Godo which ù"9 a truth eo oomprehensLt¡e that afte¡" ni.neteen ce-nt,urfesthe vrorld is Jirst- boginnlng to unclenstand trts sf"gntflcanceo

-lïe belleve tjrat, $ionshtp wtth rlorl as expressect by clrrfstglves çxpnessJ.on to.the hÍghest ,$ynlhesls pogÊ[bl.e for tfre mlnd of
man ançl tr)reprires the eonlng agÊ,e for the great ernancipatlon.

Chr.is! e{.rgs exprossfon to i, grarit lJnft¡ersaL pnfnclples
rhfoh arÊ deÊtlnerl f,Õ be ¡trore f,ar reqcñtng t,han the spinttuai
d]'nanf o of hie own life as he saÍ!, @ "çlãaten +,hlngo'than theseshall ye clo bec.,use I gO unt.o my Father.

O - John 14th ehapterrl.z¿h vetrE¡e.
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Chrfsf, neal.i.zerl t,hat gr.eat prlncf.ples grow as men
devel.operanrl hçnee lhey requfre a new eettfng fonl.èach age¡ The
Fatlie¿hooci of Gocl, the Brotherhoocl of rnan ae princlples ãre 6reaten
and mone ooaprehenslye to-clay than 1n the tfne of Chrlste and
Prophet,ic men are stfll. reachf.ng up for a langen rer¡elatlon of
lruth

Chrlstfanity f.s growlng rlcher 1n truth as the
r"oI-l.glous consciorrgnses of the race developee a hf.gher anrl a nore
unôversal syntheefs.

Chrletianlty, almoot the youngest of the greaü hlstor-
lcaL religlonsr has had a unique development¡ âÊ tt cams lnto contact
wllh the great osean currents of reLlgloue and phl}oaophf.o thought
anrl ln a m,eañure has 'become t,he hel¡ of t,ho thoughÈe and abpiratlone
of a hunclred einplresr

A.L]- the noble sent,lmeints that, $towed from every r¿uanten
of the world hae helpeel to enrlcb lte lffe ànd make lt the Þesenvoln
of, tnuth, It soome that eaeb of t"he great hfstorloal. reJ.lgtone
are dest,Íneri to oontrf.bute eomethfng toüarde the eff,f.ctrency ãf the
other ne}lgionø unt,il" truf,h fs reeoþnlzed the wornld oven.

Tnrth rtfseor¡ereçf T¡y one relfglon ls Èhe ri.ghtfuL heri,tage
of alL menr

ËJe 'be.lleve that the hlghest development. of the consclous-
neea of, the race has been ¿"eached ln Chrfsf,lanity, bui we ar"e lndebt-
ecl to aLl lhe gneat i:elfglons of the v¿onLd.

0hrJ.ett.anlt3r ie bocorufng Untyersal as ,9Ìre fAfueee hen life
anq,l spi.rft, tnto the now-ãrrrteti.an reitgLons of trre worLcl;-_"ñã-rn-iurn
asslmlJ.ateç the nlchen tnr¡ths faund, ther"e, The though{,f,ul studentof the Japanese rellgtotàs lf.f,e [s forced to admlt Èhat-Buddhtem and
Shfntoi.sm have receLved a new fmpeüus fn thelr oontact wtåh Chrletfan-fty Ln the raet clecade, what 1e takfn8 pl"ace in Japan ls tnue
throughout the Ot'fent'¡ efther the 6reaå Natfonal relL6f.ónÊ f,re catch-
!.ng t'_he vltal truth of Ohrlstlanlty ancl r"ecolvlng a new l-iferor a
new ffatf.onal ChnÍ.stf"anJ.ty aclapterl to thcir Own.day and goneràtfon ls
der¡elopfn8r bt¡t fn olthen case truth fs being clf.ssemlnated and the
world m¿de one.

F?hen the eeeker after truth turns llack the påges ofhistory he fe able fn aome measure to appneciate the contributton
whi.clr each natfon anrl age has rnade to Olrrls'l.l.anltyr
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?1$!rc(, l!fr rJ.

ChnlcllanÈt3r grow out of the groatest at tlre onLental
religlons and lt was centuråes ?¡efore Ll oould emanctpate ftseLf
fron r.he lnfluencee of Jesi.sh thou8ht and aentÍnent,,

fhe fewieh rellgion was f.tseLf the pr"ochrct of, rnany
exÈernal Éoìrroes dt¡e to thelr unfque history¡ the great natlone of
anf,trglrityr namely Egyptn Persfa atrd Ba'[ryJ.on, a1]" made rtch conÈrll;ut-
lons r,o the Jewi.eh ¡'e1iglon,

The Chrf.stlan|e Blble le l.argely the p¿'oduet of Jewfsh
thorrgþ+- and senitrnentn ancX ft,s.r,ruths wlll trlve foÞ eve¿'ln the
connclousneB6 of lhe raoe.

,îbls lnherltanee has glven Clrnf.st,lantty the rJ.cheet
llterature of all the great relf.gions, anrJ has lnepfnerl the lrest
pnrthrctlons of the Ages.

gEEgEÊ.

f"gnf.n consffler tho r"Ích co:llrlbl¡t,ùons nhich Greece rnade
to ehrlstlanfty. . It was lhe gneat, laborr¡:s of Dr. Flaleh, prof,.
flarnaek and,. the Freneh scho].ar, Ernest Renan who helperl the Chrlstfan
worlrt to app¡:eclaie the cont¡-llrrrtl-on fnom thf.e aormeó.

thou6ht, 
*nu lnst,lnat, for rrnrty was the one paeeton of, Greek

The Greeke taught Chrlatianfr,;r. io think out a theolog-
lcal syet"em of doctrÍne which was reLatecl t,o f.ife. .

J|'_ -!'

Ar.exand,rran,iii:tiå,3'ïå';1il--ilåå "J;3"*3åT,'iå.llå3 1n3.1åii: 
nn.

attompt yoi made by mon +,o pnoqlalm a true wônia-prriloaophy, ätrereUy
I mean a phllosophy oofitmon to al-l nanksy naoeeo and. fnt"eL3"ócter
embracing the whole phenomena of humanf.ty. t'

' : ûh¡:1st$.anif,y wlthout, a <ior¡bt pÊBsesËee the fl-nest sys,temof reLated truåh_whfqh_qny ::nllglon pÐßÊesr:es, anrl fe ln the lanþage
of Ltax l,{rri-ler (J) T}re Religion of, Humanlt,y.

.80ffi1{.flr,

lhe conl,nibrrt,l.on of the Lati"n faces with f,heir 6neatorganLzf.ng genfr¡e bequeatherl by Rorae, gave GhrLs*,ianity t,he [neaton6anlø1ng povrer so unf,que anong the re1iglone of the worId.-

O Lqax Hiill-er, Int,rocluef,lon to the Scj"ence of, Rellgtone page 37,
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The gneat escle*tÈcal systern of the Roman chur.ch
1s cOnsJ.d.er"ed by many aS t,he greatest pnOclucf, of, mants Senfus. We
beLl.eve *,hÍ1t the organåzÈn& pewen of Chrfetlanlty 1s one of the chlof
factors whlch wi1l. help to make it rrnlvoÌsal.

qpritoeÏIo R.A.CH$.

The Teut,onlc rãr¡el taught t,hr: wonld that man ls a.

eptrlt ancl greater then any eyatem of truth on phi.losophy.

The refo¡:iuatlon of t,he eixteenlh oentury emanclpated
rnanklnd ançl ma<le Chrlstfanlty the td.f.gfon of Èhe free filan.

Aa a resuJ.t, whereven the nelfglon of, Chr'lotlanlty
goes 1t cauaes reforruatlon sn revoLuåÍon. fhe feutonlc apfnlt
has taughà the wor}d 'vhere the real Bolrnce of authorlty lleer and Ln
oÌ¡n onn clay has pereJ.pltaterl f,he soaond gqoat rofor¡uatlon which tqache'üù
that the sôunce of, relf glons t aulhorlty doee not lf.e f n t,he Bfble@t'per s€r" brrt rather ln the Unlr¡eraal, Chrtstlan CIonoolousness of the
FâCê.

ILI{GT,O-SAXONS .

It ls dfff tcr¡Lt to e iy whlch le *,he greateet contr.lb-
utlon of t,ho A.ng1o-Saxons. The great ldeal of thls ago BeeHE t,o be,ttLlfe truths f.n lffe fornsr" anrl ãs a result Chrj.stianity åe bolng
purged of many fatse conceptlonÊ. Thfe age fs praclloal and
progr€ssùve. ,{B a resrlJ.t CIhrlsii"anity is befng caruled to the ende of,
the earth rvÍth ihls sLogano 'n$he Er¡ange.Lizat,fon of the World l.n thle
Genenatfofl" ¡r It, fs generat,fng a Unlversal aentlnent of BnoÈherhnod
whi.ch fs fnspiri.ng the wonLrl and Ìras takçn rleftnfte steps townrds
Ilnf.versal peace. An atinosphene le belng genenaíecl whloh {e to
rë'vó1utlon$,se a]I socla] conditlons and prepare the rnassea for greaü
developroent throrrghout 1-,he whole wo¡'ld.

ORTEI*ÏT.

The end of rlevelopment 1e not, yet; a8 we study
condftions and relfgfons ln thc Far Eaet, we &re convirrced f,hat Chrlet-lanfty fs to r"ecelve a great n6w J.mpetus ln lt,s rlevelopment as a
UnlversaL rcllgion.

The 6reat Frophet Schopenhauer as far baøk as lEIg
penned those sfgntflcanl wonda. "I antrfcJ.pate t,hat t,he fnf],ueneeof the SansknLt, lltenature wf.l} not ï¡e less pr.of,ound thaÈ the revlvalof Gneelr ln the f otrteenth ÇentuFÍ. "

O fntt thouÊht, prlnclple r','a8 reçelverl froro D¡..Bl.and, Eeeley to1Lege.
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rhe aher*ot, **1.ïå,åil3.å'uiflån3l'åii ä**i3+.l"i.i3l3l"äåu.i3 åå$å'*-
propheoy that t]nerø le a,$onlstfç conceptfon of Gorl found here that
wl}L deeply snrLch Cl:rf.stfanf|y anel offset the duallem of the Heatern
Horld.

Thegreatc1oetr1neofthef<1entf.tyof,Godandthesou1,
neached and announcod three thoueand yeare ago Sn the Hlndu TJpanlshade,
fç certafnly one of the deeBeat, truths of 0hnf.stf.anlt¡r. F.. Ð.
Sdanrice 6ãyF, "She Hlnclu atants from the dêacovery to whfch the ilebrew
had been led-trir a long and, patnful dlsclp].f.ne.'t

The grea+, power of nyetfef.sm and Cl:¿rfstl.an panlheLem :

are yet to be as*161J.atec1 þy OhråetLanf.ty befone ft wLll reach the
'vl.tat llfe of the Orlent.

subJ o,lÍ r¡e ."u*lfitfä3i:,liÏåi'n3f-3nå"i:;3:ä"i:i** 
" 

ha"e ar r. been 
i

;

conrn ib*rr on "lnî,,åîåå"3:îl*iliå"3rïî3åäi,,i'rfänlî"liå"îîi:-utronanv
She 6reat trutlrs of, ileeus cannot be undenstood by ouxr

pnactlcatr age unti.l the rleeply cleçof"l.onal and myst"S.cal splrlt of the
East Eråps Chrlstlanlty.

' The Orlent and the Ocolclent are both naktng a rrnlque
contri.but,lon to Ohz.fstlanltJ¡ ancl tht¡s are preparfn8 thf.s f,allh fo¡'
Unlve.ngal Dsnfnfon.

,

Hf.sl,:rÍ proveg that, 0hT.tsilanfty has l¡eeoee rfchen
eraeh tlmç lÉ he.6, been en8raftod ¿¡f;o the nat5.onal lIfe. ?ího
posaeÊBee the ProBhetf.o [nslght to aay what a porrer Chrlstfanfty
ls to beçlone when llnke<i wf.th the patrloti.sm of, Japan, the ffLfal ,

plet¡r of, Chfna, anctr the rnyatfcf.em of India?

ls only r n 1rÊrî.Fîi8*î-tflå*.å".i3"å9"tî.*åfiråî'*lå.:rÎfîlååÍ.""0
factore Ín nanr co-ext,ensfve wl.th *,he ra7e, whlch axâô aB yot, un-
rlevelopedi we. ce-n pnly knop¡ fn part the laws and f,orces of the spfrlt-
ual wor].d as +,hey graduaLly unfold, but" we believe thaf" tdeal Chrlst-
lanlty and genulne tnuth are synonymbug terms"

This Xs the f.dee^l for Çhrlstfanlty in the comln6 âge6e
when she wf.ll aset,Tllate *,¡un"h from every gounce and become Llne
hefr of, alLl the gges, and mank[nct ihe rryorlrl ove¡r rvil]. reallze that,
all truf,h la relaied and unlte,d and wltl recognlae Chr"lstlanity as
t,he UnlversaL Hes.f gt on, ancl iience absolute anã f lnal.


