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ABSTRACT 

Since t h e  l o t e  1980s, three blocks of Winnipegf s Coryticn 

Avenue, often known as "Little Italy", have emerged as a 

shcppinq anc recreâ~ior~ destination for Xixiiûgçers 2nd 2 

tcuriçt destination for visitors to the city. This thesis 

e:<a-..izes rhe z a t a r e  of Corydon Avenr;e as a local rourisc anc 

business attraction based on environmental, physical, social 

? - 
253 z - L i ü r a l  ccnsibêracions ar-d proposfs a f:ve-szsp x3Uol tc 

aczcunt  for the commercial development of a local destination 

- .  bzsoc cc zhe c ~ ~ t r l ! e x i a ~ L ~ z c i û ~ .  of echn ic icy .  NFnr,Fpegf s Llr~zle 

Italy is the2 examineci in terms of this model. 

. - ?IFS scüciy r e l r e s  hecvily cp3n quâliiaclve &ta. 3sca 

sources include in-depth, open-ended interviews with members 

- - - .  - v r  ;rxinLçeçr s i t z l i a r ,  ~ o ~ ~ f l ~ ~ n i i y  â n a  w i r n  me~hers of vzriaxs  

g r o u p s  wno baye been affected by, or have plaÿed varying roles 

- - lia, zke 2cvelc?rrLcrLr, qrowzh an6 ~ r m ~ t  icri ~f C o r y d m  A v e x e  . 
Research into the nis~ory and process of Italian immigration 

-n * *  . .  
,, ; i ~ . . l - e ;  YSS a2 ir i . tegrzL F a r t  of tnis  thesis  as 9:ere c,recz 

observations of t h e  Corydon Avenue streetscape. 

- 
IC 5s orgced chai âccion musc be câken CO oreserve the 

commercial integrity of Italian culture in the city so that 

W .  Yic;L~ I t a i y  survives. The most significont problex is the 

lack of a "community approach" by the Italian population 

tcwards che preservacion, deve10prner.t~ promotion ana 



c e r n e n t a t i o n  of I t a l i a n  culture on Corydon Avenue. Until such  

issues are adaressed, t h e  relevance of the t i t l e  L i t t l e  I t a l y  

a n d  continued commercial presence of the I t a l i a n  community on 

Corycon Avemie is iïncezcoin. 
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CHAPTER OiNE 

INTRODUCTION 

S i n c e  t h e  l a t e  1980s, three blocks of Winnipeg's C o r y d o ~  

Avenue, l o c a i l y  o f t e n  known as L i t t l e  I t a l y ,  have emerged â s  

a s h o p p i n g  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  W i n n i p e g g e r s  and  a 

c o i l r i s t  d e ~ t i ~ a t i o n  f a r  visitors t o  t h e  city. Corydon Avence 

i s  located in t h e  southern sector of the c i t y  ( F i g u r e  1). A 

? k d i r o r r z ~ e o ~  crbiance prevaiis a l o q  ckis shcpping s t r e o c ,  

w h e r e  Italians have opened antique s h o p s ,  g i f t  boutiques and 

restaurznts, C i s p i a y l ~ g  tne richness of tneir c ü i t u r e  t 3  a l 1  

those  who visit for G s 1 a t i  ( ice  cream) , Cappuccino and 

- - l .  I ~ a - 2 2 5  c ' L ~ s ~ ~ E .  

Z t h r i i c  c o r r i u n i t i e s  are f o u n d  i n  m o s t  large c i t i e s  I n  

f-9v ,c.,ada - âc8 r h e  UEiica S t a r e s .  I n  many of ï h e s e  c i t i e s ,  e t k n i c  

snopping c i i s t r i c t s  have emerged,  s u c h  as  t h e  C h i n e s e  Chinaïown 

- - * .  cr rbe IralLa L i c c l e  I c c I ~ .  i,",vuçh ',hose ethzic C O T , T i C ! r L t i E S  

tociay c a n n o t  be described a s  s l u m s ,  ~cccpied by e t h n i c  ç x c -  

xerbers because cf sccial cr econornic  presstlre, o r  âs ec'finiz 

e n c l a v e s ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of  t h e s e  g r o u p s  once did ,  

o r  x i l l  do, appear  i n  these areas. Today, these echn ic  

s h o p p i n g  d i s t r i c t s  p r o u d l y  d i s p l a y  many facets of o l d - c o u n t r y  

l i f e ,  âlthough t h e  preservation O Z  t h e i r  ethnic n e r i t z g e  nas 

n o t  always b e e n  easy. 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1950s, t h e  federal and prov inc i z l  



Figure 1. Location of Cozydon Avenue, W i n u i p e g  
Source: Modified frcm Weisted, Everitt and Stcc3el  
1996, 140. 



governments i n  Canada promoted t h e  r a p i d  a s s i m i l a t i o n  of 

e t h n i c  g roups  i n t o  t h e  mainstream of Canadian s o c i e t y .  Shey 

frowned upon t h e  overt e x p r e s s i o n  of e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y ,  s e e i n g  

it as u n p a t r i o t i c  and üh-Canadian . Imnigrant g r o u p s  responaeà  

t o  the d i s a p p r o v a l  of the host society by t u r n i n g  inward.  They 

cttenpted ta p r e s e r v e  at l e a s t  part O Z  t h e i r  e t h i c  h e r i t a q e ,  

to feel more cornfortable, e s p e c i a l i y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  language,  

5 l~cating necr o n e  z n o t h e r ,  encouraging group self- 

fulfillment t h rough  mutual ciepenaence and  e s t a b l i s h i n g  ethnic 

associations dcr ing tne adjuscment phase .  These a c t i o n s  of cen 

r t r e n g t h e n e d  pre-e:m:odus v i l l a g e  o r  r e g i o n a l  alliarices b u t  

acted a s  b a r r i e r s  t c  l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  of immigrant  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

z reas .  

Through t h e  1960s, p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r i g h t s  of 

. . m i z c r x ~ e s  in C â r . ~ 5 a  anc, incieed, ~ h r c q h c u z  c'ne wesien 

wcrld, qrew con t  i r i u a l l y  . Many minority g r o u p s  o u q h t  

governmozccl inzervention ;o heip rhem preserve and enhance  

zt l eas t  p e r t  of t h e i r  e t h n i c  h e r i t a g e .  The C a n a d i a n  

governrr,er,-, a n a  c t ko r  p u b l i c  a ç e n u i e s  a t  provinciâZ and 

m u n i c i p a l  levels l aunched  programs  f a v o r i n g  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  

n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  framework of  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m .  

Ger ie ra i ly  c h i s  co i r ic ided  w i t h  a g r e a t e r  t ~ l e r a n c e  t o ,  and  

h e i g h t e n e d  i n t e r e s t  i n ,  e t h n i c  d i v e r s i t y  by Canadian  s o c i e t y  

ac i a r g e .  



Many e t h n i c  communities drew on theix own resources to 

asseri c h e i r  c u i t i ? r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  a n a  t o  develop txade anc! 

t o u r i s m  i n  urban areas. A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  this development has 

been a growicg m a m e s s  cf che eccnomic i n p o r t o n c e  of l o c o i  

t o u r i s t s ,  t h o s e  who are making new u s e s  of t h e i r  l o c a l  

recreate i n  their cwn town o r  d i s t r i c t ,  however ,  goes beyond 

e c x c m i r  r z r . s i b e r û z i m s  to c e  hast of less easiiy 

quanzlfiable factors, i ~ c l u d i n g  a g rowing  s e n s e  of p r i a e  i n  

l c v e s t i g â t i o n  i n t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of e t h n i c  shopping d i s t r i c t s  

and cheir r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  local  t o u r i s t  f l o w s  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  

cf inmiarant groups ,  encornpassing a broad aqenda of issues. 

- .  
S332 cf x e s c  Lss- es I x l u d s  zhe p rese rva t  icz axd ec?.ancenerx 

o f  o l d  world  ccstoms and e t h n i c  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  a m u l t i - c u l t u r a i  

s3cie:ÿ 2nd t e  x x i n x a  r t r e? .gzher . inq  of village ar.à 

r eg iona l  a l l i a n c e s  t h r o u g h  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  rnernbers of che 

sanie e t h n i c  background. F u r t h e r ,  e t h n i c  shopping d i s t r i c t s  

a i ~ o w  immiçract  q roups  t o  pu r sue  a cormon o~joctive of 

attempting t o  recreate a cultural m i l i e u  i n  which t r a d i t i ~ ~ s  

and a secse of idenziry a r e  preserved and s o c i a l  environments  



may be replicated, 

It is desirable t h a t  a n  investigation i n t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  

of e c h n i c  shccping d i s t r i c t s  and z h e i r  r e l a t i o f i s n i p  CS Iccal 

t o u r i s t  f l o w s  i n c o r p o r a t e s  a v a r i e t y  o f  componen t s .  I n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  a n  examination of W i n n i p e g ' s  Corydon Avenue 

e x t e n d s  beyond a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  physical, 

s v c i a i ,  cnd c c l t x r a l  cspects of ~ h e  area. T h k  o n a l y s i s  âisa 

fccrrses on Corydon Avenue as a t o u r i s t  p r o d u c t  o r  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  

;i.cvir,q c h r s q h  ~ i s c i x - ,  s x G e s ,  eac'n d e p e n d e r i c  LPCE d i f f e r e ~ t  

f a c t o r s  chat deternine t h e  waxing and waning of the arears  

? o p L c r i c y ,  t k s  seteLT,ini ng its c û r p t i t i v e  ~ ) o s i t i ~ ? r ~  ir. zhê 

n a r k e t p l a c e .  

T h i s  t h e s i s  a t t e ï n p t s  to (1) examine  t h e  n a t u r e  cf Cûri/don 

X v e x c  zs  â Iscol ccx r i s c  and  0~sir ,ess  zczczc;icn bsseci :r. 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  -hysical, çcciol a n d  c u l t u r a l  c o n s i c i e r a t i ~ n s  

- .  and ( 2 )  z rccoses  c rrve-sïcge xcQe1 c û  Z C C s 2 r . i  f c r  cke  

ccrrxnerciâl developmenr,  of a d e s t i n a t i o n  a t  the l o c a l  scztle 

. - .  ScçeS sr- tkLe ~ ~ ~ r . ~ ~ ~ l a , i z a ~ i o r - ,  0 , L X  - --  12 

sddress p e r t i n e n t  i s s u e s  i n  the devehpment ,  growth a n d  

p r c m c t l x i  o f  i h e s e  a r e a s .  Winnipeg 's  L i c t l e  Itcly c n  Corycion 

Avenue is  ther!  examineci i n  tems o f  t h i s  m o d e l .  

Many moaeis have been f o m u i a t e c  t o  c o n c e p t u a l i z e  c?ie 

process of aevelopment, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t o u r i s t  

d e s t i r , â t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  l a t ï e r  regard the n o d e i  t h a t  has 



attracted t h e  most a t t e n t i o n  and incorporates the most factors 

is the six staqe rnodel developed ny autler (1980)  ( f i g u r e  2) , 

Eutler a r g u e s  that sales of  a product  p r o c e e d  s l o w l y  at first, 

experience â rcpid rate of gmwch,  stâbilize a ~ à  subsequei?_tly 

aecline, in other words ,  a basic asynoptic c u r v e  is followed 

( B u l e r  1390, ) . This moaei s u g g e s t s  chac â prodüct ,  service 

or destination moves t h r o u g h  distinct stsges and t h e  stage of 

P .  7 -  develsper i :  in x k i c h  a grccutc o r  c e s ~ , i n a z i c r ; .  r r r . 3 ~  L ~ s o i r  hos 

profou~d marketing imrf i c a t i o n s  (Mill ana Morrison 1985, 3 6 5 )  . 
3 c z l e r t s  c i f  however, 5 ~ e s  n o t  consieer -,ne sza ie  a a  

un ique  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  involved i n  t h e  c o r r m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  of a 

n - .  Iccsl  Sescinarion h s a S  cz e c h n i c i z y .  - ? . e r ~ f c r o ,  a zrvc-stase 

nodel of ethnic co~mercializotion is prcposed in t h i s  thesis .  

- - - -  - , . , - - , - .y----  - - 
,, . ,  ',Y r e a y r . i z e  zhàz evez i f  the , t a l i e n  

to l i i~~ur i i ty  in Winnipeq were to become c~npletely acculturateci  

and assimilated there wodci s t i l l  be corrimercial in te res t  i n  

- - -  ., . :cceci,r,g rhê I-r.â=;e o r  , r t z l e  Izalq a i l i e  ord s m - o r t L 2 g  ihe 

b e l i e f  zf t o u r i s t s  i n  t h e  â u t h e n t i c i c y  of t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  

- 7 . - -  a ~ z n z q k  sâriizl~y ~ t q e à  (MâcCsnïîell 1 9 7 3  ) . Thore fo re ,  this 

s t u d y  will add f u r t h e r  understanding t o  t h e  commercial 

i x p ~ r t e n c e  of e t h i c  shopping  c i s t r i c t s  i n  zhe N o r t h  Amer ican  

c i t y  a ~ d  propose various strategies to p r e s e r v e  and prornote 

these c i sc r i c t s  i r i t o  cke 21'' C e n t ~ r y .  



A TOURISM ARCP CYCLE OF EVûLUnON 

Figure 2.  Hypothetical Evolution of a Tourist Area 
Source: Butier, 1980 



1.2 Justification 

Despite the presence of ethnic populations within urban 

zreas, the existerice and increâsing v i s i b i L t j r  of e t h i c  

shopping districts and the increasingly recognized importance 

$ 5  presorv ing  echnic lancscapes i n  a n u i t i - m l t u r a l  scciety,  

research into ethnic sh~pping areas has been minimal- For 

Eeveiopment a ~ d  s i g n i f i c a r x e  of the ethnic shopping area. 

fa rmers ,  their soc iecy  in Cariada hcs been predcminari t ly  urCa;;. , 

faccs of research izto Italians in Canada. As aD- example,  the 

Simone (19811, Harney (1981,198?), Zucchi  (1988) and  Stcrinc 

. --.n n- - - -  
Y t 9 . ~ n e  d a ~ a r ? ,  exper ie~ce  r i  Xoncreai has 'Seer~ 

presented by Boissevain (19701, and, more recent ly  by Ramirez 

and Delbalzc (1981) . 
Althougn no less significant, the Italian experience in 



s m â l l e r  Canadian c e n t r e s  has  only r e c e n t l y  received a t t e n t i o n .  

W i l k i n s  (1331) h a s  discussed Italians i n  Schreiber, O n t a r i o .  

I t a l i a n s  i n  Thunder Bay, Ontario, were the focus of Puccifs 

(199ij study, Powell River,  B r i t i s h  Columbia w a s  s t u d i e d  5y 

S c a r d e l l a t o  (l985,1989), and  Winnipeg has been examined by 

Loschiavo ( H a 6 )  , C r s e r ~ t i n c  ( 1 9 8 6 )  ânQ Carbone ( 1992)  . Yore 

g e n e r a l  geographic s t u d i e s  a d d r e s s i n g  ethnic group 

cor icenzrazions w i ~ h i ~ ,  iiie City ûf w i r n i p e g  nave Seen  provieed 

by Fromson ( 1 9 6 5 )  and Carlyle ( 1 9 7 4 ) .  The dispersal of ethnic 

grsups frûn areos of initial concentzotio;! n a s  neen stüaieà 3 y  

Matwijiw ( 1 9 7 9 )  and Thraves ( 1 9 8 6 ) .  These  s t u d i e s  o n l y  show 

general p x t e r n s  of population d i s t r i b u t i o n  ond are based on 

cerisus 5zca. 

W i t h  a n  increasinç number of local p e o p l e  a c t i n g  a s  

- p ; - v 7  r v 3 - . I ~ t ~  i n  choir os:; âareà i? e 199ûs, T-cny e t h i c  

communities have drâwn on t h e i r  cwn r e s o u r c e s  t o  assert t he i r  

Z V ; ~ Ü ~ G ~  d i s r i x t l - ~ e r . r s s  a d  10 eficourtge t o c r i s n  m c i  d e v e l s p  

local  o t t r a c t i o n s  i r i  their sector of t h e  c i t y .  The Itâiian 

c o n ~ ~ u r , i c y  of  WirLni2eg has drawn on l i s  cwn cc l tc rc i  rescurces 

s i n c e  t h e  rniddle of t h e  1980s  and h a s  established a s u c c e s s f u l  

çnopping  s t reet  along t n r e e  b lockç  of Ccrydon Avenxe. Along 

w i t h  e x p r e s s i o n s  of I t a l i a n  culture i n  t h e  b i l s i n e s s  l a n d s c a p e ,  

a n  I t a l ian- f  lavored street f e s t i v a l  named " F e s t a  I t a l i a n a " ,  

which r e f l e c t e d  t h e  development of a c o l l e c t i v e  m a r k e t i n g  and 



p r o m o t i o n a l  campaign carried o u t  t o  further reinfûrce t h e  

image o f  t n e  area and t c  promote spec i f i c  a t t r a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  

t h e  commercial d is t r ic t ,  w a s  a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  c e l e b r a t i o r !  a n d  

d i s p l a y  of I t a l i a n  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  c i t y  for several y e a r s ,  arid 

w a s  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  by l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  On t h e  s u r f a c e ,  t h e n ,  it 

would seem i h a ~  the Icolian c o m u n i t y  of W h n i p q  rias rnade 

significant progress both in p r e s e r v i n g  its h e r i t a g e ,  a n d  

rnarkirc j ,  x L C  r , a r k e t L i i q  ics presezce in X n n i p e g  . 
A1thcugS-i Corydm Avenue cc r i t i nues  to t h r i v e ,  t h e  " F e s t a  

Italiana" i s  ric l o r q e r  â a  event .  T h e  1 9 9 0 s  sax a 

progressively saaller v e r s i o n  of the festival a p p e a r  or, 

C C ~ r y 5 3 r .  Avence. Zeaso,ris fcr t h e  c c l l a ~ s e  SF the f e s c i ï a l  

Fnciude a  r e l u c t m c e  among members of  t h e  I t a l i a n  community t o  

c r a c r i c e  a CS-ccerac ive  conwriisy approach t o  r r ; r ,n lnç  i3.e 

f e s~ l iva l ,  and  Ccrydon Avenue 's  L i t t l e  I t a l y .  Toge the r ,  these 

rze& U G ~ ~ ~ C Z  P.vexe's groxik:  a d  Cevelcpr,em riore 5iffir~lt. 

Other factors c o n t r i b u t i n g  to a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  cornpet i t ive 

- ,  
m z r k ê c p l x e  isz-rice che ?spuiârity of o t h e r  à i s ~ ~ i c i s ,  such  ss 

Osborne V i l l a g e .  The p r o p o s e d  development  o f  new d i s t r i c t s  

w i t h  aD- e t h n i c  f l a w r  sach as t h e  Main S t ree t  receveio-men-, 

p r o j e c t  based on  t h e  A b o r i g i n a l  theme "Neeginan", Cree for 

\\ our place", indlcate thaï compec~ i t i on  will rernain s t r o n g .  An 

appraisal of Corydon Avenue i n  1997  is, t n e r e f o r e ,  n e c e s s a r y  

to b i r ecc  Coryaon Avenue to f u c u r e  p r o s p e r i t y .  



1.3 Parameters 

There i s  a c u r r e n t  transformation of c u l t u r a l  geography 

t a k i n ç  place â s  a result  of its dialogile with social gecçraphy 

and c u l t u r a l  t h e o r y ,  Tkre term c u l t u r e  is now b e i n ç  used t o  

s i g n i f y  ccntoxzs f o r  ~ c t i o n s  or sets cf orrcngemeiirs Serweez 

people zt various levels cf a g g r e g a t i o n ,  i n  which d i f f e r e ~ t  

i rAiv i6uol . s  ând 3r33ps, Cependi rq  spoz cheir access ta pcxer  

arAd cther resources, a re  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  able t o  arrange a n c  

.. - -  
r;Lc.51r';r :?.-,ese z l r  r e r e x  ~ C X O X C S .  Çcxe ç r m p s  have a;l irr~nociLaze 

inpact upcr, t h e  costest of t h e i r  neighborhood whereos the r i t h  

. . 3r-A i h e  pcwer fu l  Zay leave ï r i e i r  mark âz zne n a c i m a l  s x i e  

(Duncan 19S0, i97). 

T h i s  "new" cultural g e o g r a p h y  conce ives  of  laribscapes a s  

\\ rec~sizûries of ?--1~or. vzlces - erScdlrLerizs cf t he  zttit~i- -- t 
ideals  and be l i e f s  cf their c r e a t o r s ,  i n f u s e d  wi th  zu l t t i r a l  

- - .  . - , . , - A  ?-.ez-r.ir,q, s;?r.~c-:sr, i - ' ; i~qery z n 5  Ldeolsçy" (Soqers EL . a-. -;YL, 
2 1 5 ) .  This stüdy i s  set w i t h i n  the parameters of  c u l t u r a l  

g e s g r a ~ k ~ y ,  "2 5 ~ ~ ' - - n -  L . . - - i ~ . I ~ I y  XCZZ?: C:zLericcn sxb j €CE zea i lns  - . .  x i ~ k  

t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between cultural c r o u p s  2nd the 

e n v i r o m , e n t s .  . ." ( Z o b s t o n  1953, 8 )  . 3 . 2 s  r e s e o r c h  i s  o I s o  set  

within the p r o d u c t  l i f e - c y c l e  concept p o r t r a y i n g  Corydon 

Avenue as a t o u r i s t  p r o a u c t  o r  d e s c i n z t i o n  3ovirig c h r c q k  

distinct stages.  

Most of t h e  data for t h i s  study were collecteci th rough  



interviews w i t h  rnembers o f  t h e  Italian community, 

organizac ions  and groups  which have had ar. irnpaci or, the 

development and promotion of Corydon Avenue. It does n o t  

includo archeoloçical Surveys  or in -dep th  archiva1 research  

but a Orief history of Corydon Avenue and t h e  surrounding 

areâs is prcviced os b a c k g r o ~ n d .  

1.4 Background O£ the R e s e a r c h e r  

X.!a-.iy 3f , ~tti:jûes cf the r e s e 2 x h e z  have 'Ceer. 

dete-mined Cy e:-:psxionces as a p e r r c n  cf Italian heritage. 

- - .  t\ 3 e i n q  ouzside of the , c c ~ a n  o u s i r ~ e s ç  Imc" ,  che r e s e a x h e r  

h a ç  the a d v a n t a g e  of a n  insider 's  i n s i g h t s  b ~ t  with academic  

- - k p .  ~ u r t h  ,,,er, e r e s e a r c h e r '  s 1 her izaçe  

sr,rnetlnes openod doors as i r formants  w e r e  understandably r e a d y  

. . ts tsl? p e z l y  T,c=- 3ne cf ckLeir cwz, nkerocs ckey r.oy ks:e 

Ceen more suspicious cf zii o u t s i d e r ' s  mozlves. Thus ,  being cf 

- - .  . - r dezez-, ?.".as bec?, 'Ûer,erx:zi z c  rke 5 g a z n e r i r , ~  

process of t h i s  prc ject . 

1.5 Definition of Terms 

h nurnber of  terms require definition a t  c h i s  p o i n t .  T h e  

remL "to i ; r is t r f  is deriveci fron t e  wora "mur" meâninq, 

according to Webster's dictionary, "a comprehensive  t r i p  o r  

j o ~ r n e y ,  usually c a k e 3  f o r  pleesure o r  e d x a t i o n  , w i t h  v i s ics  

t o  places of interest" (Webster's 1990, 1742). T h i s  definition 

inaicates  t ho re  z r e  severai motives for crave1 eâch r e q u i r i ~ ~ ç  



its own f ac i l i t i e s  and having a different impact. 

Süch a broac! definition hâs led çovernment agencies in 

search of a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  definition of tourist, and one which 

wili f a c i l i t a t e  the rneasurement  of this activity, to resorr to 

the more general term of "visitor" using the definition 

prodüced bg t5.e 1963 Gnited Nâtio~s Conference on Travel C C ~  

Tourism in Rome, which was adopted by the International Union 

- of O f f i c i c l  ~ r ô v o l  Organizations (IQCTO) iri 1 9 6 6 .  It sisces 

chat a visitor is "any person visiting a country o t h e r  thûn 

chaz i n  w i i i c n  he hâs his uscal place of resicienco, f v r  a r q  

reason c t h e r  than f cllawing Sn  cccupation remunerated frcm 

. - .  -,qrc-?.;ri C G ~ Z E ~ ~ J  viç iceà" (Wxphÿ 1465, 5; . Tktls, tacris:. i~ 

conccrned with a l 1  tràvelers visiting fcreign places, whêther 

. . - - 
r l  SP f ~ r  piess t re ,  OCS~IISSS O Z  a corr3iriarioz -,of ziie CT#jO. 

Visitors hzve been subdividea f u r t h e r  into two 

cotegcries: (1) T o u r i s t s ,  who are visitors making at hast one 

overriiqhc siûp in a CSXTiEIy or region a z O  s ~ a y i r ~ q  fsr zt ~ C S C  

C)  2 4  h o u r s ;  ( 2 )  ~xcursionists, who cre visitors who do not nake 

as c v e n i ç h t  s t m ,  5az pâss ~ ? ~ r o z g h  the country D r  regisn. 

excursionist stays for less than 24 hours and includes day 

C Lri?pers and people on cruises (Murphy 1985 ,  5 )  . 

According to the above definitions an area must attrâct 

non-local visitors, people whc have traveieti some distance 

from their home town to see the attractions or use the 



facilities, to be considered a destination. However, with an 

i n c r e a s i r q  nulrtber of l o c a l  residents ir ci t ies  making n e w  uses 

of their local settings, the above d e f i n i t i o n s  warrant 

r e f i n e ~ ~ e n t  f o r  t h e  pu-rposes ~f t h i s  resezrch ~ o c â u s e  Coryaou 

Avenue h a s  become a destination f o r  local v i s i t o r s ,  Loczl 

residenrs from Winniceg arid the sürroi?naing nunicipalitios 

can t a k e  advantage of Corydon Avenue o n  any day of the week, 

area ,  Thus, t h i s  i m p l i c a t i o n  of  tirLe and  t r a v e l  affects t h e  

T h e  two tems guide t n e  discussion 

a r e  g e n u i n e  

r e c r e a t  i c n a l  purposes crder 

ta z e l e b r a t e  locol h e r i t a g e ,  w h e t h e r  cuitural o r  physical, ana 

least 24 h o u r s .  The author a l s o  proposes the term "1,r;tra- 

lccal d e s t i n a t i o n ,  Corydon Avenue h a s  spawned such t o c r i s r n  

. . .  
w x , r l x  zhe Xinr,igec ~ a r k e t .  

The a u t h o r  hopes t h a t  by proposing these definitions an 

Century toward t h e  post-modern landscape, a trend which Relph 



argues, has e v o l v e d  from a much larqer e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s .  

Sirice 1900,  t h e  m o d e r n i s t  and posc -modern i s t  novernencs have 

c a u s e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  and social c h a n g e s  i n  villages, urban  

neighborhooar acd cowns, a l ~ e r i n g  tneir  appeararice and 

meaning.  I n  the pre-modem w o r l d ,  p l a c e  i d e n t i t y  g r e w  from t h e  

l o c a t i o n  a n d  i t s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  anci t h i s  r e v e a l e d  i t s e l f  i n  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i v e r s i t y  be tween  p l a c e s .  Modernism attempted t o  

rernovo ~ r â d i z i o r r ,  corAvent  ion, d e c o r a i i o n  a n c  l o c a l  c u i t ~ r e  arid 

r e i n v e n t  s o c i e t y  a n d  a r t  a l o n g  l i n e s  t n a t  reflected new 

tecnnoloqies, leaci~g co  a s t a n t i s r c i i z a c i c n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  ând 

p r o d u c t s ,  creat Fng a s e n s e  of p l a c e l e s n e s s  . The pos t -modern  

l ~ g i c  sf p l a c e s  is cha t  p l a c e s  c m  l o c k  like âr,~w'r,sre 

d e v e l o p e r s  a n d  d e s i g n e r s  want  them to ,  a f ü n c t i o n  of market 

resecrci: c8o;lz W ~ Z C  will atr,racc c x i c u n ê r s  m a  whar will sell. 

Therefore, ir ,  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  meaning a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  

Winn ipeg ' s  L i t t l e  I t a l y ,  the area must  be d e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  a 

cens rz l  csncept iz pcst-rnoCern a R a l y s i s  ( R e l 9 h  1997  ) . 
1 6  Organization of the Thesis 

T h i s  thesis i s  orcan izcd  ts fcIIows: Cnapter 3 ~ e  hâs 

prcvided a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y .  C h a p t e r  Two reviews the 

p e r t i n e n t  t o u r i s m  l i t e r a t u r e  and c o n s i d e r s  zhe v a r i o u s  s u p p l y  

a n d  demand cornponents of the tourism industry. T h e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  

methociclogy and  d a t a  s o u r c e s  of t n i s  s t u d y  are o u t l i n e c ?  in 

Chapter T h r e e .  C h a p t e r  Four focuses on the history, p r o c e s s  



and geographical patterns of Italian migration to Winnipeg, 

giving a short overview of tne I~alian comunity, Châpter Five 

describes the ethnic context within which Winnipeg's Little 

I t â l y  has emergea. The -e~viroricnencai and c a i t u r a l  aspects of 

the district, examining the rise and fa11 of an Italian streot 

festival o r e  cho focüs of Chapter Si>:. Chapter Seven propcres  

an oriqinal mode1 to account for the commercialization of a 

aiscric-, Cased oc  ezk r l c l - , y .  Ci-racter Eiçhc p r e s e n i s  â sxixnory 

GE t h e  research finàings, reviews the salient points, and 

- .  assesses e izi?i1zati0ns 3f ~i iese  f i n à i n q s  for f l ~ i u ~ e  

rosearch, 



Geogrâphers have a long history cf research experience 

r e i a r i n g  to the t o u r i - s t  inàcstry and coririsc des~inazio~ 

choice (for reviews see Carlson 1 9 8 0 ,  H a l l  1981,  1988; and 

s^il?gh 1032 as ciced in Gcliedge 1997)  ) . T h e  ranqe 2nd sccce uf 

the groçrophy of tourism has been examined by Fearce (1970, 

- - 7 .  â r c  the concri~xisns maae 5y gecgrâphers C o  t h i s  ezea 

of s tüdy  zssessed 5- Mitchell ( 1979 )  , The contribütions cf 

2if ferent  f a c t o r s  involveci in t o u r i s t  developrnent consi5ered 

/ 2-- * - -  
, - c c r c G  L 3 2 9 )  

N i t h i n  tourism, qeographers  have focused on t o p i c s  szch 

citeci by Gûlledge 1997), a n d  Pearce (l978), t h e  evolution cf 

Sdywocd 1986, G e t z  1986,  Ioanniàes 1992, Tooman 1 9 9 7  and 

70üg1as 1997 a d  c;?e econonic conïribu~ions of t o u r i s n  to 

urban econcmic h e a l t h  (Britton and Clarke 1987, Daly, Stinson 

and Z e n k i n s  1996 a d  Xdihiosori  and Wall i93S). The fccus  GR 

the behavioral and cognitive psychological aspects of tne 

z o u r i s t  in çeoqrcphic research has beer: rnuch ncre recent (Sa11 



1988 as cited by Golledge 1997)  and t h e  n e e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  

e n q u i r y  in to  c h i s  f i e l d  of geography h a s  b e e n  stressea 8y 

Pearce ( 1 9 7 9 )  a n d  M i t c h e l l  a n d  Murphy ( 1 9 9 1 ) .  

2.1 Spatial Considerations in T o u r i s m  

Geography is  t h e  study of  where t h i n g s  a re  l o c a t e d  on t h e  

ea r th r  s surft ice a d  cne reason f o r  t h e i r  h c a t i c n  ( R u ~ e n s c e i n  

1989,  vj . Tourism, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, involves t ravel .  The 

gecgraphy, a d i s c i p l i n e  w h i c n  has e s t z b l i s h e d  i t s  oïm 

p r i n c i p l e s  of s p a t i a l  Interaction. F o r  exarnpie, in 1556, 

UlIman p r o p o s e d  t h o t  t h e  d e g r e e  of t r o d e  o r  i n t e r a c t i o n  

cornplementarity, the existence o f  any i n t e r v e n i r q  

The gravity i oc el of spatial i n t e r a c t i o n  has become the 

consiciers variables  such as population, income and distance to 

mocel h a s  5 e e ~  a major focus of  research, but i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  

recreation czd t o u r i s n  t r â v e l  resezrch, c h e  nodel h â s  not  Seen 

a p p l i e d  b e c a u s e  i n t e r v e n i n g  variables, s u c h  as  cultural anc 

cf imatic c n a r a c t e r i s t  ics, which can account for cer ta in  trâvel 

p a t t e r n s ,  do not conform t o  t h e  d i s t a n c e  decay f u n c t i o n  of the 



g r a v i t y  model (S tcugh  1983; William and Z e l i n s k y  1970 as 

ci ted i n  Mitchell and Mu-rphy 1991). An ear ly  emphzsis on  

t r a n s p o r t  linkages and s p a t i a l  in terac t ion  h a s  been 

synthrsized in genera ;  modeis o f  c o u r l s t  space (Miossec 3 7 7 ;  

Yokenc 1970 as c i t ed  i n  M i t c h e l l  and Murphy 1991)) b u t  in t h e  

f ie lds  of  r e c r e a t i o n  anc c o u r i s t  t ravel  research, few effcrcs 

have been made t c  irnprcve and ref ine the gravi ty  model (Baxter 

zzc E 7 t i L z ~  1 5 2 6 )  . 

Intesvening variables which may determine the level cf 

doternine. There  a r e  many u n k ~ o w n s :  t h e  cos t s  t o  individ~als, 

ambiance â n a  Ecropeari flavor of Corydon Avenue,  o r  x h e t h e r  

contribution t o  the s t u d y  of  othnic shopping  districts. 

. . Svwevor, sxk.  Sn znâlysis is Ceycnd the sucpe  sf iZ;S t k e s l s .  

2 . 2  Etrolutionary Considerations in Tourism 

-- - ~ ~ i s  ihes is  Z o c u s e s  on Corycor~ h e x e  as â cccrist 

p r o d u c t  o r  destination which has rnoved th rough d i s t i nc t  stages 

Ln an evolaciori,a~y process. The concepi cf a r e m g ? i z 8 5 i e  

cycle in the evolution of tourist areas has b e e n  appliod t o  

severaï câse studies since 1980, when the concept cf a t o x i s t  



area cycle o f  e v o l u t i o n  w a s  advanced by Butler. He put forward 

à pat torz  basrd upon c n e  product cycle c o n c e p t ,  whe reby  sales 

of a p r o d u c t  p r o c e e d  s l o w l y  a t  f i rs t ,  e x p e r i e n c e  a rapid rate 

cf ~ r o w t ? , ,  stabilize a n a  su~sequently c e c l i n e .  Butlerf s nobel 

i s  c o m p r i s e d  of 6 s t a g e s :  a n  e x p l o r a t i o n  s t a g e ,  a n  i n v o l v e m e n t  

stage, Q e v e l c p r L e n t  stogo, a ronsoli6a~icn stoge, a 

s t a ç n a t i c n  s tage  and e i t h e r  a staoe of  d e c l i n e  o r  one of 

zef ,2vait- ,,,,,Id., - n-  %-,âse ( F ~ ~ L X  2 )  . 

3 u t i e r r  s rncdel nas beeri tested i n  d i f  f e r e n t  l o c a t i o n s  ar,d 

a ï  d i f f o r e n r  sczles  z3 d e t e r m i n e  u h e c h e r  sücn a c y c l e  i s  a 

valici and/or a u s e f u l  f r àmework  for long-tem tourism 

-- - - 7 .  ,,cxir:cj. ,,., -se s x a l c s  izcltlde e x a - ~ i n c c i o n s  of 2ânczsïer 

Ccunty ,  P e n ~ s y l v a n i a  (Hoviner, 1982 ) ,  t h e  Montreal Laurentians 

, - - - -  T c e  3 ;  SEC Carradar s X c r t h  WPSC lerrltories (Ke i l ez  

1987). Nore resent w o r k s  inclüde Doüg ias f  a p p l i c a t i o n  cf the 

- . -  - -a--.-- 
---c. ,+le r.22~1 tc t?.o 2cvc:cpef.t of à h i s z o r y  of :+IelazeLs 

(3ocglcs  1997: and Tscrncn' s application of the model  t o  t h e  

- z o c z  S x k y  ! 4 s ~ ~ ~ s i x  reqio? of easterz icr . r iessee ânQ T ~ T e s z c r r ~  

North  Caroiina i n  order t o  be t te r  u n d e r s t a n d  the economic 

effects of the t o u r i s r n  i n d u s t r y  o v e r  tirne (Toonan 1 9 9 7 ) .  Some 

r e s i i l t s  ix!icate that che o b s e r v e d  cycle car varÿ 

significantly from the s u g g e s t e d  n o m  and be d i f f i c u l t  to 

clcssifÿ ic ïems of specif ic  s t s g e s .  Therefore, i f  tne I l i e -  

cycle c o n c e p t  is t o  be useful it mus t  be made o p e r a t i o n a l  Sy 



c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  role of economic, political and other forces 

i n  shaping the evoi i l t ion  of t o i i r i s t  areas (Haywood 1985). 

Altnough the concept of a recognizable cycle i n  the 

e v o l u ï i o n  of t o u r i s r  areas has beer, âpplied t o  several t o u r i s t  

destinations s i n c e  the early 1980s, the a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  

5-ode1 to e t h n i c  shcpping  districts nas been neglecced. Ettnic 

s h o p p i n q  districts are areas t h a t  have b e e n  created to 

- .  zair i ta iz  cira rL;scoricül i û e n t F c y  of a place, ofceri a p lace  

that nas k e l p e d  qreatly reproduce the old ways. The p r o d u c t i c n  

cf a aiscinctly recoqnizable inage of these places h â s  lea CO 

t h e  c u l t u r a l  e x o t i c i s m  of that image  becoming the p r i n c i p l a l  

-cc .p-. --, S L - - G - C L ~ L  f ~ r  z o ~ r i s c .  This thesis aims tc propose  â 2a-i 

rncdel ta acierstand the evolution and cornercial development 

- - .  - .  - of ez  i t ~ ~ i o r ! ,  ilttle I t a i y  in Xinniceg. ;L is ~eiievea z?cr 

Süt ier fs  mode1 i s  not really applicable to the scale a n a  

7 - , -  

- r - .  di:iqze c?.orc~zeris:ics ûr ~ z n i p e q ' s  L i t t l e  Italy. 

2 .3  Behavioral Considexations in T o u r i s m  

-. x e r c  l s  a vas= l i w r c t u r e  on the  T ~ Z S O ~ S  why 2ez;le 

select certain aestinations f o r  tourist or migratory purposes  

- (Croshansky, ~tteison, and Rivlin 1970; Wclrnsley âzd e n i s  

1993; Golledge and Stinson 1987, 1997; Easton 1985; Hall 1981 

as cited in Golledge 1997). The var ioas  goals i n h e r e n t  in 

r e c r e a t i o n  behavior ,  t h e  "images" presented by outdoor 

r e c r e a t i o n  sites, the logic used by the r e c r e a t i o n i s r  is 



choosing the site, and the factors influencing the distance 

craveleci for r e c r e a c i o n  have ~ e e n  aaàressed Dy Mercer (1971) 

Clarke (1982) and Crompton (1979). Other topics of 

investigation have inclucied t k e  nodus operandi involvel! in the 

spatial search of a new area  (Mu-rphy and Rosenblood, 1974), 

the reiafi~)~si?ip Setween ler .gtk cf v i s i t  md social class 

(Cooper 1981 from M i t c h e l l  and Murphy 1991), wnether t o u r i s t s  

t z ~ o  i r ,cepenc2entiÿ o r  as sâri of an crgânizea groiip (Ciisaefsz5 

19ô1 as ciced by Mitchell and  M ~ r p h y  1991) and residenc 

i pe rcepc ix s  ûf cc.criçrr: impazr, 228 p c c e x ï â ~  (Liü, She lCon  and 

Var 1987). 

In c r c e r  tg ~rovide à better theoretical and behâviaral 

i n t o  t c u r i s c s f  wonts, d e s i r e s ,  ~ e e d s ,  t h e  motivation f o r  

2 . 4  Tourist Destinations 

T h e  one ingreclient that distinguishes destinations is the 

landscape i s  a n  important motive for t r a v e l e r s ,  despite t h e  

stan~ardizacion znc homogenizaiion of the c c u r i s t  indus t ry  ana 

of many landscapes throughout the world. Tour i s t s  seek o u t  

distinctive s e t t i n g s ,  or places that c r e  very differerit f r m  



their own homes, but which enable them to enjoy the f a c i l i t i e s  

l ike ly  t o  be found at cne home base, a l l o w i n g  them t o  fee l  i h e  

safety a n d  securi ty of  home w i t h  the controlled excitement of 

an exotic Locale. 

Many ethnic communities have drawn on their own resources 

t o  asserc  ~ h e i r  c u l m r z l  dis t inct iveness and develcp ï o ~ r i s x  

i n  which ethnic shopping d i s t r i c t s  d i s p l a y  many facets o f  o l d  

- - 
1 .  S-JC?~ doTv.eh~nerxs F~GVI 8een referreci i3 as 5 

" n e t w û r k  landscâpe" i n  whicn inzges of  key places in t h o t  

I~1',3scape e smecimes encoced as "etnnoszpeç", o x i  zre 

Seconing Fart of tne ~ u i l t  ewironment of many large cities 

P' - .  - - .  - .  (c. Q .  c h  ,xrra-,ûT;~r;s, ~ : r c t l e  i ' i s ~ e s ,  GomarL .ccm.s, L X : ~  

Xexlco's etc.) M c G e e  ( 1 9 9 5 )  as cited by Golledge 1 9 9 7 ) .  O t Y e r  

- - - c . p 3  9 

r e r e s r c ? e r s  (e.9. kpcaasâri, 1933 2s  cLrec 2y  ,So~ieSqe 199;; 

k-iave suçgested t h e  term "ideoscapes" fr,r these e t h n o - c u l é i x a l  

. .  - 
.-7.- - Ll v. - - -  Y .  

Z Z ~ E Z  . ~ f r t o n  ~ r e  C L  , ~ T T , ~ C S  C C  Z.Z~ZZZLTL cke C:SCC.ZLZZL 

i d c r i t i t y  of a p l a c e  ând by dolng ço ,  p r ~ d ü c e  a d i s t i x t l y  

rccn . . -  g ip.zqe. T h i s  e i v ~ r s i t y  i$ 33a reosgr~ > y -  -';..e 

r e g i o n a i  cbaracter and ner i tage  of areas i s  studied Dy 

rie~rrr-mR y ,-c,;_ers (Mitchell znc Mcrphy 1991, 61-3). 

T h i s  trend is a wider ref lect ion of a major demand i n  t r ie 

energin3 irifo-nnâtion/servlce age for t h e  "experiexe."  Tyle - - -  

demand f o r  experience is insat iable,  because t h e  purchase of 

a n  experiexe  coes n o t  necessari ly iead to an acciinuiâcicn ~f 



possessions. The o n l y  a p p a r e n t  limits l i e  i n  our imagination 

(Ogilvy 1956). Therefore,  experience brokers will iocate the 

specif ic experience t h a t  the consumer wants (Kotler 1984)  . The 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of heritage, cherefore, wiil facilitate che 

preservaticn of heritage identities, the development of 

heritage oxperiences to tourist, based on real and 

resources of tnat area. As such, once properly conceived and 

nobiiizeQ, hericâge incerpretation programs  car^ facilicate 

horitace exseriences in iocalities a l 1  over the world ( C h e r e m  

1 5 2 5 ,  3 7 j .  

The r ~ l o  of büilt heritage L n  post-modern tcurisrn is at 

to~rism is sirnilar to that of post-modern Zandscapes ( s e e  

replacing it with the new, tnere is o new awareness and desire 

mass t a u r i s m .  Heritage tourism of f e r s  opportunities to portray 

the p â s t  in tke present in w h i c n  tourists constrxc their 3x3 

sense of historic places t o  create their individual journeys  

of self-ciscovery w i t n  the help of ornamentation, style an6 

symbols (Nuryanti 1996, 250-51) . 
iiowever, zhe relationship between tourisrn ana h e r i r q e  



i s  very complex  and is reflected i n  the tensions between 

i r a a i t i o n  and mociern i ty .  Four c h a l l e n g i n g  issües L n k i n ç  

n e r i t a g e  and t o u r i s m  are i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  m a r k e t i n g  built 

- heritcge, -1anriLnq r o r -  h e r i c a g e ,  ari-d tne i n t e r d e p e n d e x i e s  

be tween heritage t o u r i s m  a n d  t h e  local community . Dif f e r e n c e s  

i cpprscches t o  the focr i s s u e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  hericage 

t o u r i s m  raises more than p l a n n i n g  and managenen t  i s s u e s  f o r  

- c i e v e l c ~ i n g  cx r - t r i e s  a d  a r e  f ï E & î m o n t z ï l y  -,fie proClê;r,s o r  

development ( N u r y a n t i  1 9 9 6 )  . 
2 . 5 Marketing Tourist Destinations 

The perceptiom of p o t e n t i a l  v i s i t o r s  t o  a t o c r l s t -  

. - r c c r o a z i x  r e s i x  zôy -.-:eich very heavr ,y u y r ,  the dey;elspz.sr-z 

2 e v e n t u a l  success o f  t h a t  r e g i o n  (Hunt  1975)  a ~ d ,  

C C  - F a  - - , ~ q y q " ~ - -  - *' ,:,erefzre, . ~-,,,,,,,G~L,.. v f  ci?.l_txraI c r i t e r l a  Lzr? 

s t r a t e g i c  marketing p r o c e s s e s  is  n e c e s s a r y  (Richardson ard  

P r  mm--* - . -  c e  195s: . C f z e n  z2e xàin sources s r  ~ r i  CEE 

s e c c n d a r y  o r  i n d i r e c t  as t h r o u g h  t rade, c u l t u r a l  exchange, 

V ~ P I C S  ccd rrtvlvi?~, wcr fcre ,  a ~ k l e c i c  e v e m s ,  r ~ e t t s ~ ~ r t h y  events 

or wiUely c i f f u s e d  F n f c m a t i o n  a b o u t  a g i v e n  n a t i o n a l  g roup .  

Ire rcle of c c u r i s t  aûvercising, nameiy, iz l ie r r ,c t - lor ia l  c o = r r i s t  

b r o c h u r e s ,  as playing a s i g n i f i c a n t l ÿ  g r e a t e r  role i n  f o r m i n g  

inzyes of m e r s e a s  cestinations t h a n  t h e y  do f o r  à ~ r n e s ~ l c  

r e s o r t s  was addressed by Dilley ( 1 9 8 6 ) .  

Karkecing ~ r o d u c c s  a n d  services t o  c o u r i s t s  has becone a 



signif icant a c t i v i t y  in many tourist areas, as a destination's 

popiliarity c o n t r i b u t e s  to its cornpetitive position i n  the 

marketplace. A comrnon assumption made in marketing is that 

irnaqery servades the- enc i re  consurnptiori e x - e r i e x e  cf 

t c u r i s t s ,  Depending on the imâgery material that is available, 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  manipufated to expect and a n t i c i p a t e  more than 

encourage repetition of specific destination choices. 

- ~ h ê  i m g e  of destination regioris nas Seen examinec i=y 

Goodall a2d Ashworth 1990 (cited 5y Mitchell anc! Murphy 1991) 

~~~~3 >:?qr-Fa .- - - I.Gli,,lond -, T --T (ci~ed c y  Gslleage 1997 1 , and the d y n ~ 7 . i : ~  

z brosd c m z e x t  ZGT t h e  deveiopment of a strategic rna rke t i zg  

planning frmework f c r  r e g i o n a l  tourism and t n e  narketing cf 

. . s s - e c  i-, e z z u r i s t  a s ,  iz is i r -zceq~âce GS 

pr imâry  research enphasis for qeographical research. Attention 

is neejea,  in pârciculâr, in the ürea of planning and p o l i c y  

o n a l y s i s  ( S m i t h  1 9 8 9 )  . 
2 . 6  Tourism and Ethnicity 

Where t h e  c u l t u r a l  heritage of the h o s t  population i s  t h e  



p r i n c i p a l  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  the t o u r i s t ,  c u l t u r a l  t o u r i s m  exists. 

T h e  na rke t ing  of  e c h n i c i t y  and cuiture embraces t h e  r o l e  cf 

the s t a t e  i n  t h e  development of e t h n i c  t o u r i s m ,  t h e  

moàif icâtion ond recreat  ion of e ï n n i c  atcributes and 

corisciousness, the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of art f ~ m s  by -the tourist 

t rade; i h e  r o l e  of t h e  tourist a g e n t ;  and t h e  fo-mat icn of 

e t h n i c  stereotypes i n  t o u r i s t  i n t e r a c t i o n s  (Van d e n  Bergh and 

Keyes 1995). 

An example of the t r a n s f o m a t i o n  of art f o m s  throcrgh the 

tourisc trade is e e t h n i c  fesrivai, u s u o l l y  interirjeci tc 

attract c u s t c m e r s  and reinforce t h e  image and p h y s i c a l  

zcseczarxe c? an ares. E t h n i c  festivals enccnpass an enzire 

rance of e t h n i c  issues, from t h e  preservation of  e t h n i c  

cor,.icnir,Fes cc  che fcrmxlacion of etnnic i d e r i t i ~ i e s  io :?;e 

development of e t h n i c  values. E t h n i c i t y  has been viewed as a 

,-vas- ,,,,,ive - resbarise z c  sccial  à x i  p e r s o n a l  ~rcuhle3.s a d  chis 

c r e a t i v i t y  can be derived from s u c h  t r a d i t i o n a l  fo,-rns or' 

e:-:?ressLx E S  fesïivals (Aserisach 19913 . For most eihnic qrc;? 

nernbers,  ethnicity i s  mûre dynarnic and p e r s c n a l ,  r e f l e c t i ~ g  

t h e  rick..nrçs 2nd d i v e r s i t y  of xhe e t h n i c  exper lence .   le r'  ers 

of e t h n i c  groups absorb, i n v i g o r a t e ,  mod i fy  and  t r a n s m i t  f c l k  

expressions i n  a multi-cultürai p l u r a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y  ( S i e n  â n a  

Cicala (1991) . 



2 - 7  Discussion and Summary 

This chzpcer nas disccssed some of the major themes of 

published research on the geography of tour i sm.  These  have 

included t h e  spatial, - e v o l u t  i o n a r y ,  behavioral, demaria a d  

supply  components of tourism. T h i s  chapter h a s  a l so  dealt w i t h  

tne r n a r k e ~ i ~ y  cf proauccs, services, ethnicity and culture to 

tourists. The c o n c e p t  of a recognizable cycle in tne evolution 

of toxflst a ieas  has been dppiied to several  C O E ~ ~ S ~  

destinâtiocs since the early 1980s.  The application of this 

rriccel z,z echnLc s h o p p i ~ g  aistriccs, a r e a s  chat hzve Deen 

created ir, o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  the h i s t o r i c a l  i d e n t i t y  of a 

n - .-, r n r m . 4  - .  . . 
?Ic--, r - V ~ ~ ~ i r i g  G c~s:i~ctiy recognizable image ma leaeinq 

LO the cültl iral  excticism of that image becorning the p r i n c i p a l  

r i  fcr c e  rourisr ,  nos b e e ~  neglecïo15 in :Fie 

literâture. 



METHODOLOGY, OBJECTïVES AND DATA SOWRCES 

Ethnic s h o p p i n g  districts s u c h  as Chinatowns o r  Little 

I t a l i e s  are  founà  in ELOSE large c i t ies  i n  Canâda 2nd rhe 

Unitea S t a t e s .  This study, d e a l i n g  with Winnipeg's  Corydon 

Avenue, che c i t y f  s L i t t l e  I t a l y ,  approaches t h e  areo s c 

t o u r i s t  prcduct o r  d e s t i n a t i o n  t h a t  mves t h r o u g h  d i s t i n c t  

scaçes, each Ce?ender~t upor d i f f e r e n t  factcrs  t h - , a t  2 e ~ e - ~ . i z o  

the wzxing and wanlng of t h e  a r e a r s  p o p u l a r i t y ,  t h u s  

irif l.;;er,ci;.,g i t s  coxpeiitive pocicion i n  the rr,zrkeigIace. 

Themes d e a l  with e n v i r o r m e n t a l ,  p h y s i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  

' û u s i r e s s  s,-,j o x c s z i c  Z S ~ C C C S  ~f t ? ~ s  orea,  

T h i s  c h a p t e r  f i rs t  o f f e r s  a d i s c u s s i o n  of the tneoret ical  

- .  . . 1. i -=ero; ldre  r,f ~ h e  ; e = ~ g , ~ ~ ~ ~ q i e s  :;sed in i n l s  z?-n,esis. -rie 

spatial aspects .sf t h e  social organizaticn of t h e  I tct l izlnr  i n  

T -  : r. - - Sers . .  . 
E i L . , , . l -  b 4  , T.biïiLCn are  ~ c e s s z r y  CS ~ n c e r s t a n d  c k e  sionif icar.ce 

cf t h e  l o c ~ t i o f i  of Winnipeg 's  L i t t l e  Italy, is t h e  focus  cf 

- 
=fie XX: z5acrer .  &ri ?arc  z w ~  o f  chis zhzpce r ,  c5.e apsrssch 

taken towards  prcvidinq a s y s t e m a t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  of Ccryllcr; 

Aveme i s  c i l s c ~ s s e d ,  -hihile 3 u i 1 e r f s  prodzcr iir 'e-cycle nace l ,  

a rnodel üsed as a Eoundat ion  for t h e  development of a new 

nociel t o  azcocnz for the ccmnercial c?eveicpr;l,er,t of a 

d e s t i n a t i o n  at the l o c a l  scale based on t h e  ~ o ~ e r c i a l i z a t i c n  

cf ethniciïÿ, i s  discussed In sectic2 chree. This ch-iopser 



concludes w i t h  a d i s c u s s i o n  and summary of t h e  methods,  

o b j e c t i v e s  ana  data sources of t h i s  t h e s i s .  

3.1 Theoretical L i t e r a t u r e  of Selected Methods 

This t h e s l s  relies heavily irpori q u a l i t a ~ i v e  rese~rzh 

methods t o  o b t a i n  data.  Q u a l i t a t i v e  rnethods c o n s i s t  of three 

kir ,& of data c o l l e c t i o n :  i 1) in-beprh, opefi-enaed i n i e r v l e w s ;  

( 2 )  direct  o b s e r v a t i o n ;  and ( 3 )  w r i t t e n  documents ( P a t t o n ,  

- .  19371 . 3-11 three xechocis zre usea in ïhis szxay. Qüzi~rcz t ive  

r e s e a r c h  i s  a u s e f u l  and i x p o r t a n t  way of doing gecqraphical  

r e s e a r c h  â n a  clso hâs à l x q  anC r e s p e c t a b l e  x a d i t i c n  in 

s o c i c l o g y  znc! anthrcpolcgy. W i t h i n  geography ,  q u a l i t a t i v e  

r e s e â r c k  ner?.cds x e  EOSL ~ i ~ s e l ~  zss~ciated wici-, so-calloc 

huma~istic approaches and t h e  new c u l t u r a l  geogrzphy ( soe  

C l s p ~ e r  3nc;. 32. c r e  co--LxeS îc a a x p h ~ s i s  on peyp le  as 

c r e a t i v e  human b e i n g s  who act i n  t h e  w c r l c !  sn the Sasis of 

their s c b j e c t i v e  unde r s t â r . a i cq  cf t h e  society and s t r u c t ~ r e s  

. . y  . - .  . . - .  L , n x  - k i c h  zhey  LIT^ GLZ tr.01~ x v e s  (&rgess 1992, 2 2 7 ) .  

Qüalitative methods  permit the e v a l u a t o r  t o  s t u d y  

selecced i s s s o s ,  zases, o r  e v e n ~ s  in ceprh à àezail, 

produc ing  a wea l th  of dâ ta  abou t  a srna11 number of p e o p l e  and 

- cases. A conc ra s t ,  t h e  q - ~ a n t i t a t i v e  approâch measgres  che  

reactions of a larger number of p e o p l e  t o  a limited s e t  of 

q u e s t i o n s ,  facilitating corr.parison and  s t a t i s t i c a i  a g g r e g a t i o n  

of t h e  data.  T h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  approach does not c a p t u r e  



people's subjective understanding of the society and 

structures within which they l i v e  out their i ives  and, hence, 

the researcher is o f t e n  çeparated from i n f o & m n t s  as in 

questionnaire surveys (i3urgess 1992, 207)  . 
3.1.1 Selection of I n t w i e w e e s  

T h e  s e l e c t i ~ n  of  incerviewees for this cissertation was 

d e t e r m i n e d  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  by the n a t u r e  of  t h i s  project and  

c r a c t i r a L l y  by the r e l â r i ~ ~ s h i p s  t h e  autncr  has Ceen â O l t  zc  

escablisk within t h e  field. O n  a theore t i ca l  level, d i f f e r e n t  

i zd iv i3uaLs  w i c n i n  t h e  X s l i a n  cc~nunity h v e  Seen 

d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  affected Dy t h e  aevelopment of Corydon Avenue. 

- - 
h -  -hn  Xezbors UL i-.bse cLffereri t  rrcups zeecied cc  be i x e r v i e w e c i .  

The reacticns of individuals a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  

. . 
:~~-T.7L~:-~- c,., -++ - e r c l e  in cke C e v e l ~ p ~ . e r ~ ~ ,  ~ Z G W C ~  ZC,C 

prcnotion of Corydon Avenue a l s o  r e q u i r e d  d e t e r m i f i â t i o n ,  

. - - .  .r.çrze , : ~ z s r ~ z x x s  1 2  s l â r g e l y  x x - I z ~ i i i a n  q r m p  were 

âlso c o n d u c t e d .  T h r o u g h o ü t  this process t h e  a u t h o r  adopceci 

- .  s z r a z r g i e s  c f  strâtif ie3 ran5cm c k e c r e ~ i z a i  S ~ T Q L X ~ ,  

i n t e r v i e w i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  from t h o s e  different qrcups of 

i n z e r e s c s ,  cria rancorn s a r p i i n g  from c k e  whoie pcprilaciofi 

(Burgess 1992, 209) . 
3.1.2 Interviews 

An i n t e r v i e w  c o n s i s t s  of one  person a s k i n g  a n o t h e r  person 

questions anc! recording the r e s p o n d e n t r s  answers  (Reaves  



1992). Interviews or surveys can be administered in p e r s o n  o r  

cver the phone, by a s k i n g  quescicns and  recordinç answers, or 

by m a i l  a l l o w i n g  the respondents t o  r e c o r d  t h e i r  own answers .  

pe r son  o r  over the t e l e p h o n e ' .  

I n  severol ifi.stmces, initial c o ~ c a c t s  were able tv 

provide f u r t h e r  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  to o t h e r s  that they considered 

r e s e a r c n  t e c h i q u e  is o f t e n  describea as snowballing (Bürgess 

f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i c n .  

I n ' i e r v i ~ w s  n a y  be structured o r  u n s t r u c t u r e d  i n  fcmat .  

q u e s t i o n s  which  are asked in a c e r t a i n  order.  U n s t r u c t u r e d  

t h e  izterviower t o  e x p l o r e  that area i n  the xost effective way 

cccorrmodat inq t o  the respondentf  s interests and areas of 

i s s u e  w i t h  ü n s t r ~ c c u r e d  i n t e r v i e w s  and s h i f t  to nore 

P o t e n t i a l  interviewees were c o n t a c t e d  by telephone. 1 would 
intrcàuce myself and t h e  r e s e a r c n  top ic .  1 inaicâted why I xas 
interested i n  interviewing them and then attempted tc m a k e  an 
apccintmenc to meot with them aependinq on the n â m r e  o f  ï h e  
d i s c u s s i o n .  Interviewees were reassured t h a t  any i n f o r m a t i o n  
thac cney proviaed in any c o n v e r s a t i o n  wou ld  r e z a i n  
c o n f i d e n t i z l .  



structured interviews as a clearer understanding of the issue 

ând the r e s p o r , d e n t f  s biases and  k n o w l e d g e  i s  gâined [ R e a v e s  

1 9 9 2 ) .  

Unstructured i n t e r v i e w s  are s i m i l a r  to f ormal i n t e r v i e w s  

i n  wkich copies sire u s l ~ z t l l y  w r i z t e n  d c m  befcrehtnd,  ECC a s  

q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  as  important topics t o  be d i s c u s s e d .  The 

seqience of t c p i c s  c c v e r e c  in t h e  i n t e r v i e w  is  àetemined 

t h r o u g h  the i n t e r a c t i o n  of t h e  researcher and  t h e  in formant .  

7 .  . inis zype cf i n z e x i o w  allsws the r e s p o n d e n t s  CO deviate f r o x  

the o r d e r  cf g i v e n  q u e s t i o n s  a n d / o r  r e c o r d  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  

. . rre noc s : r x r i y  r e l a ~ e 5  t t o  t h e  q u e s t i o ~ s .  This i s  one 

a d v a t a q e  of q u a i i t a t i v e  v i s - a - v i s  q u a n t i t a t i v e  data; 

q c i o l l t a t i v e  data  are open-ended i n  order t o  find out twhat 

- .  2 c s c i e f  s L Y ~ S ,  e x ~ e r i s , ~ e s ,  8:'ld i r i t e r a c t i ~ ~ s  zesn -,o zhên ir, 

t h e F r  o w 2  Eems 2nd i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  settings ( P a t t o n  1 9 8 7 ,  

3 7 ) .  -- 

Corrimmly 50th clcsed ond open q u e s t i m s  are asked dsring 

- ,,.e -F i r ~ z e r v i e i i  -rccess. Clcsoa q ; iec r ions  as :i -.~rka;, :;'?ere, w k m ,  

now often, how milch, vho and why, and r e q u i r e  that t h e  

infzrxant give c l o c e s  a f  In fûLmacicn a o f t e r  leave zke 

q u e s t i o n e r  ta t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .  Open q u e s t i o n s  a s k  t h e  

res-ondect c c  t e l l  a b o s t  his/her e x p e r i e r i c e s  and f e e l h g s  

regarding s i t u a t i o n s  and  are  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  disclosure. T h e y  

e o c o x r z g e  c o ~ m u ~ i c a c i o n  . Open-enciea quesrlons S ~ ~ O W  



r e s p o n d e n t s  t o  give answers of a n y  length a n d  i n  any c o n t e n t .  

C e r t a i n  sets of questions were a s k e d  f i r sc  w h i l e  a t ~ e x p ~ i n g  rro 

make  s u r e  t h a t ,  by t h e  e n d  of t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  al1 objectives 

have Deen mec (Burgess -1992, 2i0-211). In a l1  interviews crie 

z u t h o r  t r i e d  t o  use both kinds of q u e s t i o n s  and was g e n e r a l l y  

scccessful . Xelat iveiy non-contrcversial q u e s t i o n s  were a s k e c  

bef o r e  relatively probing q u e s t i o n s  as t h e  l a t t e r  set might 

5 x e  Deon p û r c e n t i a i l y  x p s e t ~ i n g  io i n r re rv iewees  anO c c u l a  hzve 

influenced t he  outccne of the i n t e r v i e w .  

location for t h e  p a r t i c i p m t s ,  a n d  l a s t ed  f r o m  a half hour to 

researcher f e l t  the r m g e  of s t o r i e s  t h a t  pecple had to tell 

range o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  d isc t l ssec i ,  Whichever  in terv iew method 

~ ê d ,  al1 r e s p o n s e s  were recordec! exactly a s  t h e y  were giveri, 

3.1.3 Qualitative Research Constraints 

application o f  qualitative r e s e a r c h  methods .  I t  i s  o f t e n  v e r y  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  g a i n  ârcess t o  n e  people w i t h  whcm t he  

The i n t e r v i e w e r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  make t h e  most f a v o r a b l e  
i r r .pression p o s s i b l e  02 t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  Sy 5eirig police, 
f r i e n d l y ,  making t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  as cornfortable as  p o s s i b l e .  



researcher may want t o  t a l k .  Al though t h e  a u t h o r  did encoun te r  

scne prospective informants who were reluctant CO be 

interviewed, t h e y  were few. I n  part t h i s  mây be dlze to the 

ourhorrs I t a l i a n  her i tage ,  which sometimes openeà doors a s  

ir iforznants were understandably more ready to talk openly with 

one cf their own wkereas  they may have been more suspiciûus of 

an outsider's motives (see Chapter One). Time also played a  

ver7 izportani  role in the research for t h i s  thesis in t3-7,~z 

the authcz often noved backwards and forwards fron the f Leld 

to ihe incerpretation of Cata ¢EU ~ a c k  i n t o  the f i e l a  fcr  

Surther interviews, newly informed by the experiences of what 

had gone o n  before, and  with further questions prorn-ted by 

c a s  izterviexs ( 3 ü r j e s s  1992, 2 0 8 )  . ? r a n s c r i b i n g  x - c i  

i n t e r p r e t i n g  interview data were also very time consüminq. 

3.2 ûvarview of Corydon Avenue 

1: Fs desirûble that an investigation into the evclution 

tourist flows i r x o r p o r a t e  a v a r i e t y  of components .  In this 

with a consideration of environmental, physical, s o c i a l  and 

c u l t a r a 1  aspects  of the area, güided by the concepcr;âl 

framework cutlined by Murphy ( 1985 )  . This analysis provided a 

systenatic cescription of Corydon Avenue useful to propose a 

five-stage mode1 t o  account fo r  t h e  commercial development of 



a destination at the local scale based on the 

commercialization of ethnicity. Ir: order to provice this 

systematic descript ion of Corydon A v e m e ,  in-depth open-ended 

ixerviews were cûnductea w i c n  a broad ranqe of individuals 

who have been aifferentially affected by the development of 

Coryciûn Avence o r  hâve played a r o i e  i r i  t h e  pronotion of t h e  

area. 

3.3 The Product Life-cycle Concept 

-. ,-le ccncep~ of c p=cdxct  X z e  ~ ï c l e  zrgxes ~YIL goles cf 

a p r ~ d u c t  proceed slowly at first, experience a rapid rate of 

qrcsrxn, szabilize axi subsequently declirie. X e  noce1 c h a t  ?-as 

recoi-~ed the most attention which applies this ccncept to 

- s n:- T T  2est j . ra t icns  ~ i z s  ~ r c p o s o c  bjr Z ü c l e r  < i 9 8 0  1 enC is 

ccmprised of six stages: an exp lo ra t i on  stage, an involvement 

- .  . . 
szage, a CeveIc-nem S E Ç ~ ,  a S O T ~ S O - I ~ C L ; ~ ~ ~  starfe,  a 

stagnation stage and e i ther  a decline srage or rejuvenaticn 

s ;cge.  The 9 r o a x t  life-cycle ccncepz is ù s e f ~ l  to m5erscs re  

the proper placement of tourism products on the market and to 

sxsqest The opprosriate "iarketing poliq c scrs teg ies  

resalting £rom that decision (Butler 1980). 

Xxrever, Yxlerf s nadel cces not cors ider  che scâle  cr 

unique charscteristics involved in the comrnercialization of a 

local destinatior! based an ethnicity. Therefore, a five-stage 

mode1 of ethnic comercialization is proposed in this thesis. 



The mode1 attempts to address pertinent issues i n  t h e  

development, g r o w t h  end p r o n o t i o n  of c h e s e  areas and wiil 

provide a f ramework t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

lccal t o ~ r i s t  flcws and etnnic s h o p p i c g  d i s x i c t s .  Ic is 

envisioned t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  study will c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a n  

x n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t e  dynamics between t o u r i s c s  and ïhe 

i n d u s t r y  of c u l t u r e .  

3 .4  Discussion and S v  

- I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  methcdology,  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  data 

- S .  ssurces cr cnrs stzCy h a v e  been discusse~. Resezrcn t o c i î s  

deal w i t h  t h e  spacia l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  

- - -  ~ h o  x z ~ = a r , s  ir, ' s i innipog arid a s;rsïerr.ariic à ~ s c r i p c i o r i  C E  

Corydon Avenue, w h i c h  i s  necessary t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  area w i t h i n  

- .  o xve-scàçe x c e l  cf eïknic c o m e r c i à l i z a i i o n  prcposoa in 

- ~ h i s  t h e s i s .  Methods u s e d  t o  reach t h e  author's o b j e c t i r e s  

. - :?-,=-.:de q-2zl~7 ,c - -  L - J ~  - rosearc5  r;l.eci.ods such  G S  in-5epch C ~ X -  

ended i n t e r v i e w s ,  w r i t t e n  documents  and di rect  o b s e r v a t i c n s .  

T h e o r e c i c a l  and randorn sampling p r o c e d u r e s  were u t i l i z e d  

incorporac ing  r t r a c ~ ü r e û  and m s E r z c C u r e à  i n t e r v i e w s ,  a n d  cpon 

and closed q u e s t i o n s .  Data s o u r c e s  i n c l u d e  t e l ephone  

d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  a s a m p l e  of Winnipegr s I t a l i an  ccmmunity, 

zesearch on  ïne n i s c o r y  and  process o f  Iïalian im~içrazion zo 

Winnipeg and  e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  members of v a r i o u s  

groi;ps thaï uho have been d i f  f erentiailÿ affectea or have 



played varying roles in the development, growth and promotion 

of Coryaon Avenue. 



CaAPTER mm 

TEE ITALIAN COkMJNïTP ïN WINNIPEG: A BIûGRAPHX 

N o r t h  Arnerican Italiafl  communi t i e s  are often seen as 

hornogenous g r c u p s  by t h e  coxzunity at l a r g e ,  c h  s e l d m  

r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  s t r o n g  r e g i o n a l  and local i d e n t i t i e s  t h a t  have  

- -, ~ r â d i t i v n â ~ i y  châraccerized Izalian society.  These r e g i c r ~ a l  

l o y a l t i e s ,  however ,  have r e m a i n e d  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of 

+t rLgrat ion and c m m ~ n i t y  c e v e l c p m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  iz -*. 

Wimipeg.  R e c q n i z i n g  t h e  s p a t i a l  a s p e c t s  of  the socia l  

c r g a ~ i z a ~ i , z n  cf tne IzâLiâns in Winnipeg 2oc o n l y  onharxes 

appreciatiûn of I t a l i â n  her i tage  b u t  also h e l p s  e x p l a i n  why 

- .  Xiz-~i-es's ; - t c l e  Itsly ez.êrçe? on Corydon Avenze.  

4 . 1  m g r a t i o n  and Italian Society 

- - -  . - .  ~ ~ l g ~ d i , r ~ g  cr-e d ; L , , ~ , G L i ~ ~  - - - --- af Iïaly in 1861, C C =  LA- 

t r a n s i t i o n  towards  i z d u s t r i o l  capitalisrn emphasizod the 

.. e -  - - c l r r e r e x e s  b e w e e ~  c c x e r c i a - i y  advanced x x c h e r -  rcs icns iz 

I t a l y  and t h e  s o u t h e r n  r e g i c n s ,  which lagged b e h i n d  i n  t e r m s  

cf sxial prq re s s ,  e d u c ~ ~ i o 3 ,  ecmcrnic resc-xces szc 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  During t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e r ~ t c r y ,  a n c d e r n  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a ï  class a r o s e  i n  n o r t h e n  

I t a l y ,  which was f a v o r e d  by i t s  rich agriculture and t h e  

p r e s e n c e  of  raw r z a t e r i a i s  and e n e r g y  s o u r c e s .  Ft âlso nad 

significant advantages of l o c a t i o n ,  n o t  t h e  least of whicn w a s  

i t s  c l o s e  ~ r o x i r n i t y  to t h e  rnajor Zurcpezn cornercial m r k e r s .  



These factors created favorable conditicns ,Cor industrial 

take-off in the nortnern regions. 

In rural oreas surrounding northern industrial centers, 

peasant f â-mers foüriti thexselves pushea aside Cy irke e x p a s i o -  

of coinmercial, mechanized, extensive agriculture. At first, 

t h e  najoriq of e r , i g r a t i c ~  =&ne fron r u r a l  aroas sarrounding 

northern i~dustrial centers. As the effects of industrial 

capitolisz pe?-ecrared z3.e Italiâc çcztn i c w a r d s  the ezc of t he  

ninoteenth c e n t u r y ,  a substantiâl miçraticn from the s o l ~ t h  

G C C U ~ ~ P C  (Figure 3) . Xa2y artisans, whose traaitionai ïraaes 

were no l cnge r  in Uemand, and mal1 merchants, whcse local 

- .  
??cr.ke-,s had eir5er x s a ~ p e o r e d ,  CI xere fzcizg i n t c  s b s c u r i z y ,  

ieft Itsly in search of new lives and renewed economic 

cspsrsr ;nir ,y .  f hese IzalFa~ e ~ . l y r a x s  radiazec c ~ ~ â r 3  r,hree 

geographicai areas: Western Europe, because of the r eg ion ' s  

qecgraphical proximity; South America, particulàrly Brazil and 

Argenciria; x i d  ;ne ' i ~ i i e a  Staies (?anirez 19S9, 3-4 ] . 
Tbe process of industrialization was well established in 

>:orch - L ~ . e r i c a  by cne laie niEe=~ez-,h a ~ à  e â r l y  z w e n ~ i e r r k  

centuries. I n d u s t r i a l  and commercial growth in North Arnerican 

cities stixulated Itslian imigracion from a s o u ï n e r n  Iïaiian 

economy which was no longer economically viable. Thus, rnost 

1:âlians who immigrated to Cariada chose co seek work in the 

major towns and cities, rather than striking off to the 



NorViem Region 
0 Central Region 

Southem Region 

Figure 3. The Regions of Italy 
Source: S p i n a ,  1996 



a g r i c u l t u r a l  regions and seek livelihoods as pioneer farmers, 

Later, c h a i n  migration led to the deveiopmont of 

concentrations of Italians in specific residential areas 

s o u t h e r n  Italians, o f t e n  migrants from the samc village cr 

- - 3 rzv ince .  inese ccxxen t r a t i ons  later grew,  notoor i iy  f r o x  

conti~ued i r r im ig ra t l on  but also by n a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e  a s  the 

Canada been 

- L i ~ e  in respcnse to both homeland and North American factors. 

~ : ~ i q u e  in t h o t  it was attracted t o  X i n n i 2 e g  5y d i f f e r ê n t  

The zutrior has p r e v i o u s l y  hypothesized ( S p i n a  1996; S p i r ~  

I t c t l i a n s ,  bcth F z n m i g r m t s  and Canadian-born, krill have ties to 

frcm r e g i o n s  cf s o u t h e r n  Italy will be enccuntered. In ~ r d e r  

role that the padrone structure and boarding houses had on the 

Iccacior! of Che Iccliaris in the first stage of I ~ a l i a n  

settlement i n  Winnipeg. It w a s  âlso necessary to determine the 

r e g i o n a l  o r i g i n  o r  affiliation of a s a ~ p l e  cf Winn ipeg f  s 



Italian population. This means ascertaining the place of 

origin of italian immigrants to Winnipeg ând also à e t e r x i z i ~ ~  

t h e  place of origin of the parents or grandparents of the 

Canaeian-Corn. F u r t h e r , '  it waç necessary to aeternine i f  t h e r e  

were concentrations of Italians in specific residential areas 

- w i t h i r i  Winnipeg. Fcr  a rornpIete àisc?.ïssio;i or rhe  

methodolcgies used and results of these o b j e c t i v e s  one snould 

cz?,sclt previotis w o r i c  by che a u r h c r  (Sciza 1336; Ssir;z 235 

L e n r  199?). 

4.2 The First W a v e :  Pre World War 1 

- . . in che l a t e  r,ineceenr,n 235 e a r i y  -,:,-oriziorri c e n t u r i e s ,  

North ..k.merica was rapidly inbustrializing. Cancdian c e n t e r s  

- s x t h  as  !+!orxreal, s r z n x ,  WiErices, - a z_--Z 13 c IESSII' eu te?^ 

Vancouver, grew rapidly. The growth cf these centers and the 

5eve 1ûsnenc 35 e r e z e n t l y  seïtlee wesr, crëzie~ a s ~ r c r - ~ ~  5 

demanci for unskilled ar,d semi-skilled l abor .  jobs were 

- .  ava i l ab lo  in ïhe zo~strurilon azd ~ . a L n c e ? c n c e  o r  c r cy  r 3 a Q c ,  

sower sys tems and railroads . Jobs were also a1~ailaDle Ln 

-. 4 - s^srestry ad r n i r i i n ~  :nal?iiroz 1989, il; Scaràellàto 3 3 5 ,  153; 

and Wilkins 1991, 35). 

Many s o u t h e r n  Italizns came t o  Canadian c i t i e s  such as 

Winnipeg in search of jobs. B e f o r e  1 9 1 4 ,  zhe dominant g roup  of 

Italians in Winnipeg was composed of Sicilians, inost of whom 

were from TeArnini Imerese. ïhese Sicilians asserred their 



entrepreneurial s k i l l s  i n  the c i t y ' s  w h o l e s a l e  and r e t a i l  

f n i t  business seccor a n d  by t h e  early 1920s' t h e y  were v y i n q  

w i t h  Jews f o r  c o n t r o l  of t h i s  sector (Carbone  1991, 33-34) .  

Eetween 1300 a n 6  1-914, however ,  t h e r e  was a large influx 

cf men from t h e  town of ,zlmato i n  the I t a l i a n  p r o v i n c e  of 

Calabr ia  whc w e r e  a l m o s t  exclusively w o r k i n g  c l a s s -  The 

majority found employment w i t h  the Grand Trunk Pacific r a i l w a y  

w i t n  various r a i l w a y  comsany wcrk gangs ,  loying t r a c k  i n  

t o  Winn ipeg  f o r  tne w i n t e r  o n c e  t h e y  were laid o f f .  The 

creation o f  Iralian c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n  w o r k  a reas  s u r h  as 

m - - - i ransccnâ zn5 F a r t  5 . c x g e  YSS F z f l u e x e d  5 y  a fizzber c r  r â c c s r s  

i n c l u d i n g  the o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  padrone s t r w t u r e  a n d  che 

7 -  - - * - - - .  l ~ ~ c z - , i o r ,  sf ~ o a r c i l n r ;  5uzsrs  . , M s  x r s i  wave or  I ~ G Z S Z  

s e t t l c r n e n t  i n  Winn ipeg .  

4 . 2 . 1  The Pa&one Structure in Winnipeg 

Padroni  were e s t a b l i s h e d  immigrants who acted 2 s  

- .  i r x e - m e c i a r i s s  i r i  ike z i q r à c i s r ,  Fxccess by r e c r - c x n g  r rc rkers  

directly f r o m  I t a l y ,  f i n a n c i c g  t h e i r  passage a n d  providino 

them w i t h  employment,  l o d g i n g  a n d  o t h e r  services. The padro;li 

systen g e ~ e r â l i y  kept i~nigrâncs i s o l a t e a  and cepericiex C Z ~  

kept  t h o s e  f rom t h e  same p o i n t  of o r i g i n  together, as it took  

t h e  p lace  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a i  Lamily a n d  kinship syscen 



(Macdonald and Macdonald 1964, 86-87) . The padrone gave h i s  

uorkers  a senso of c~.munity by e s t a b l i s h i n g  n o a r a i n g  hozses 

for them, which in t u r n  led t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of small I t a l i a n  

n e i g h b o r h o o d s  a d j a c e n t  z a j  o r  workplaces ( S i n o n e  1981, 13- 

2 0 ) .  

The  padrone p r o f i t e d  ei ther by t a k i n g  a p e r c e n t a g e  of the 

imr,icjrânts' wages o r  receiving a cc>nnission f roa onplcyers. 

The p d r o n e  was part of t h e  econornic  s t r u c t u r e  and was 

immigrants aiming to earn noney t o  improve t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  i n  

- yr 
--  

-Le 013 c s ~ ~ ï r y  ( % ~ ~ . e y  1978, f i -37; 1979, 5 ~ 3 0 ) .  

The  f i r s t  Italian immigration i n t o  Winnipeg w a s  initiated 

21- t-;:c -~s;=-'rs,?i, C-is?;crLZi a22 Vizcenzc  Velzri f r o x  the ~ ~ i w i .  zf 

Grimaldi i n  Calabria. They ar r ived  i n  Canada os  l a b o r e r s  but 

together  by ties c c  the i r  padrone, by t he i r  i s c l a t i o n  in a 

o f t e n  as  R o t ,  by kinship. Mostly t h e s e  immigrants were m â l e s  

w h o  e i t h e r  wânted Co r e t u r n  to I t a l y  wich some c q i t a l  or 

wanted to Save enough f o r  t h e i r  familiesr passage t o  Winnipeg 

( C c s e n t i n c  1986,  7 1 )  . 



4 . 2 - 2  Boarding Houses in Winnipeg 

E o a r d i n g  h c u s e s  m e t  che i m ~ n i g r â n t s  n e e a  f o r  c h e a p  l o S g i n g  

close t o  t h e i r  w o r k ,  A l though  several b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s  s e r v i n g  

t h e  Itaiian c c m u ~ i r y -  appeared i n  Winnipeg eariy i n  t h e  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  (Carbone  1992, 49 a n d  L o s c i a v o .  1986,  641, 

aeta i led infcmacicn  e x i ç r s  o n l y  for o n e  boarcing hccse 

located i n  T r a n s c o n a  b e f o r e  1914 .  A n g e l o  Sce rbo ,  t h e  

p r c p r i e t c r ,  arriveC iE Transccna frm. $-r~ârû, Calabria i n  1913. 

The Grand Trunk Paci f ic  Ra i lway  was u n a e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 

A n g e l o  s tarzee a f r i 2 i c  a n c  grocery store and l a t e r  converceci 

t h e  upstairs i n t o  roorns f o r  young -&atess men who w e r e  

b e ~ i x i n g  CG c3y.e z s  Transczna s e e k i n ç  jcbs i n  t h e  s k q x  ar-5 

checrp acccmmodation ( L o s c h i a v o  1980, 6 2 )  . 
. . -Xqelcfs  boar-,;.nig ?ioxss k o ~ s e c  m e  bcy of schGsl  â q ~  m S  

e i q h t  a d u l t s  i n  1912 ( T r a n s c o n a  1912). B y  1916, there was one 

boy ûnci m e  $111 35 SZ~CDI age a 6  eiqni cuzlts I ' l r c x c m o  

1916). Al though  Ange lo  was n o t  a padzone, he, and o t h e r s  l i k e  

- .  
NF~ i n f l u e x e d  t h e  z r e x i x  cf a srn&li I t â i i a r i  zo,iximizy. 

4 .2 .3  Social Life 

I n  the l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  

Canada was doniinated by C a n a d i a n s  of S r i t i s h  5 a c k g r o u n a .  

Canadian n a t i v i s t s  h e l d  a w o r l d  v i e w  g rounded  i n  soc ia l  

Da-mlnisrn, b e l i e v i n g  thsr; t h e  A n g l o - T r o t e s t a n t  c u l t u r e  was 

superior t o  al1 o t h e r s  and that t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  e t h n i c  as 



p r a c t i c e d  by t h o s e  o f  B r i t i s h  o r i g i n s ,  w a s  t h e  most s u i t a b l e  

means of  p r o d u c i n g  economic growth (Carbone  1992, 2 6 ) .  

F u r t h e r ,  C l i f f o r d  S i f t o n ,  M i n i s t e r  of t h e  I r r t e r i o r  from 1896 

t o  1905, cttempïed t~ p o p l a t e  t n e  C a n a d i a n  West wizh  

a g r i c u l t u r a i i s t s  f rom Northern, C e n t r a l  e n d  E a s t e r n  Europe.  

S i f t c r ~  vlewed sourhe rn  Europeans ,  particuiarly che I t a l i a n s ,  

as a less t h a n  adequate a d d i t i o n  t o  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y  ( F r a n c i s ,  

Jones âna S r n i ~ h  1932, 1 2 7 )  . 
Despite  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  the entry of n o n - B r i t i s h  

i m i g r a n r s ,  s u c n  as  ï h e  I~aiians, tc Câriaca at rhe m r n  of cne 

c e n t u r y ,  the i m p o r t a n c e  of cheap immigran t  labor was 

reccqr i izeci  [CGZDOZO 3 9 2 ,  30  j . W i m i p e q  s r o f  iceù e n o m c u s i y  

from imnigrant l abor ,  achieving economic growth a s  a r e s u l t  of 

i ~ s  3evelspz.ent i n t o  o mjcr  center fcr grain ?roducïior. and 

d i s i r i b u t i ~ n  (Carbcne  1992, 8 )  . Thus, t he  I t a l  i a n s  entered t h e  

- ~ r  --,..-&-ea G-V: Ï l a j c r  Esrce,  x f a n i l i â r  wic:? ~ h e  - rnglFsh lâncjüage, 

lacking s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  o r  training, f a c i n g  discrimination and 

- - cut s r r  frm zhe z a i n s c r e m  cf s o c i e t y ,  4 s i x a c i o n  c ~ m . c n  CO 

rnany e t h i c  groups i n  similar s i t u a t i o n s .  T h e  I t a l i a n s  formed 

s t r o q  DOECS o n o q  thexselves by boardinç, wcrk ing ,  worshipinr 

a n d  s o c i a l i z i n g  t o g e t h e r  ( L o s c h i a v o  1986, 6 5 ) .  

Oppositicn tcwards  t h e  I t a l i a n  c o m n i t y  was f a c i l i t a t e 0  

by t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  World War 1, as many I t a l i a n s  felt a ~ e e d  

t o  r e m r n  CO tne i r  nomeland ta fight i n  tne I t a l i a n  a m y ,  t h u s  



raising the question of the i r  cornitment t o  Cânada even 

through Italy and Canada were a l l i e s .  Tnüs, t h e  e a r l y  s o c i a l  

and economic l i f e  of the I t a l i a n s  in Winnipeg was hindered by 

à i r c r i r n i n a t i o n  ana a 26or p u b l i c  image in Canadian  society. 

4 . 3  The Second Wave: The 1920s 

T'ne f i r s t  la rge  wave of italian immigration izto Winriipes 

consisted mostly of males who either wantec! to return t o  I t a l y  

w i ï h  or.cugh rnorey CD ir.?rove the livinq s tanda ràs  of  c h i r  

families o r  wanteci t o  m a k e  enough n o n e y  t o  pay for t h e i r  

faniiies to t rzvel  zo Winnipeg and be able CO s w p o r c  Chen 

thereafter.  Before t n e  1 9 2 0 ~ ~  however, i m m i g r a n t s  i n  gerieral 

5cd acuess c-iy co f 3 B ç  -.?kick said p a c r l y .  L i ~ i n y  e x p e r s e s  

were a l s o  high and l i v i n g  conditions were unsuitable for 

the (Loschiavo 

eccnomic d e p r e s s i o n  d u r i n g  which t h e  Canadian government 

."-- 
- .  . - . . G - i s n o ~ r z e U  az5 a~.cLçc--naied s e v e r a i  b a n k r u p z  r d ~ i r c ~ d s  CO 

form the Canad ion  National Railway (Cosentino 1986, 71) . With 
steâdy o-iv-penc in tne CA. T r a n s c c n a  acd Fc r t  Roxge s ~ ~ o p c ,  

many I t a l i a n  immigrants were able t o  send f o r  their families 

( L o s c h i a v o  1986, 6 . C h a i n  m i g r a t i o n  and d e l a y e d  family 

migration were cornmon features of the second wave of I t a l i a n  

i n n i g r a t i o n  CO W i n n i p e g  at this tirne. Chain migrar : ion  



r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  alternative s y s t e m  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  and 

r e c r u i m e n t  which led t o  t n e  e v e n c u a l  disappearance of t h e  

padrcni s t r u c t u r e  {Ramirez  1981, 4 0 )  . 
4 . 4  The Third W a v e :  The Second World W a r  and =ter 

Immigra t ion  t o  Canàda frorn I t a l y  d e c l i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

1930s  cnder r e s t r i c t i v e  Canadian  i-mztigration po l i c i e s  as a 

r e s u l t  of the poor economic  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  G r e a t  

Zepressicn. Fi l r the-more ,  wken I t â l y  aoclared % o r  cri Cazâda Sn 

J u n e  10 ,  1940 ,  a c t i v i t i e s  such as  t e a c h i n g  the I ra l ia9  

language ir, ~ h e  boserneilt of t h e  Zoly 3osary Cnurch were 

declared i q a  F u r t h e r ,  P r ime  Minister W i l l i a m  Lyon 

XcKerizie King c r B e r e è  t h e  ircerrtqe?t sf Rundreas of  I r a l i a  

Canad ians  whc w e r e  u n f a i r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  ny t h e  Royal Canadian 

1 - t i m ~ c d  alite âs  enezy a~rcr i s .  Zwxireds sf I z o l i a r i - C a n a d i z ~ ! ~  

w e r e  i n t e r n e d  a t  Canp Petàwawa i n  t h e  Ottawa River V a l l e y .  No 

7 7 .  n r r x i p e g  Itallans xere i~-rer?.e& 5rit ïkey kas CO repc r t  z 2  ike 

R.C.M.P.  on a monthly basis (Carbone  1992, 7 3 ) .  T h i s  duàl 

ic?er:tificacior~ sf t'ne I z a l i a s  wich Fâazisrz â n e  Nczisx b e c a r e  

of t h e i r  d iverse  l o y a l t i e s  nad a negative impact on the s o c i a l  

l i f e  and a e v o l c p m e n t  of î k e  Italian com.çn i ry  in t h e  c i c y  as  

g r e a t  a n i m o s i t y  emerged t o w a r d s  them by Canadian s o c i e t y .  

--  A f t e r  World War li, immigrccion f r o m  I t a l y  âqâin 

i n c r e a s e d .  Padron i  s t  il1 r e c r u i t e d  l a b o r  and  I t a l i a n s  already 

s e t t l e d  i n  Winzipeg s p o n s o r e d  f r i e n a s  and f a m i l y  from I t a l y .  



Chain migration 

the s e t t l e m e n t  

t he  1920s, w e r e  

wave o f  I t a l i a n  

a n d  delayed family m i g r a t i o n ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

of l a rge  numbers of Calabrese in Winnipeg i n  

resumed a f te r  World War II, c r e a t i n g  a t h i r d  

m i g r a t i c n  . 
4 5 Regional Clustering 

The t e n d e n c y  of i m m i g r a n t s  from the same v i l l a g e  o r  

p r o v i n c e  l c c a t e  z e a r  one a n o c h e r  ic f c r e i g n  e n v i r o n r i e n z s  

often r e s u l t s  in r e s i d e n t i a l  c l u s t e r i n g .  I n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ~ ~  

p .  with t5e C . N . 5 .  i n  T r a n s c m a  and Fort Xc;iqe 

i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  settlement of I t a l i a n s  in Winnipeg.  The 

~ a t u r a l  i n c r e a s e .  

P r e v i o u s  research (Spina 1996;  S p i n a  and Lehr 1997)  has 

s o u t h e r n  mots : .  Colabria ( 3 9  p e r  cent of the s a m p l e ) ,  Sicily 

for o v e r  67 per cent cf I t a l i a n s  i n  Winnipeg. E l e v e n  o t h e r  

regions c o l l e c t i v e l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e  other 33 pe r  c e n t ,  while 

To  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  effect of t h e  i m m i g r a t i o n  process on t h e  
present r e s i d e n c i a l  geoçraphy of I t a l i a n s  in Winnipeg a raridorn 
sample o f  20 p e r  cent ( 7 2 0 )  of t h e  3,356 Winnipeg t e l e p h o n e  
l i s t i n g s  i n  che 1993-1994 I t a l i a n  Telephone Directory  of 
Mani toba  was made. Regional o r i g i n ,  o r  i n  t h e  case of t h e  
Canàa ian-born ,  regional her i tage  was determined by celephone 
interviews. T h e  sample was grouped into one  of the 20 regions  
which c o m p r i s e  n o r t h e r n ,  central and s o u t h e r n  Italy ( F i g u r e  
3 ) .  



s i x  were no t  represented at al1 ( F i g u r e  4 )  . The c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

of Italians from the region of Calabria in Transconâ and F o ~ t  

Rouge i s  clearly e v i d e n t  i n  F i g u r e  5 The C a l a b r e s e  

concezt râ t  i o n  is atcribatable t o  the l o c a r i o n  of " I ca l i a~ f '  

boa rd ing  houses and t h e  Padroni system a t  t h e  t ime  o f  i n i t i a l  

retclonienr, scbsequenc rha in  m i g r a t i o n ,  ana a l a t e r  increase 

of I t a l i a n  home o w n e r s h i p  i n  Winnipeg.  

4 .6  Ethnic Associations 

I n  the  l o t e  1800s  and early 1900s nany immigrants 

:onsidereo z h e i r  stay i r i  Canado. t c  be :ozqcrary  z n c  i h e y  àid 

not  organize i n t o  f o r m a l l y  structured groups. A s  they came t o  

l c o k  z p m  Câzada as rkoir ge--ariezc 5or.e a n a  becjan c o  r â i s e  

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  h e r e  t h e y  s t a r t e d  forming r e g i o n a l  s o c i o -  

, - y -  - . . y .  clxbs c o ~ p r s e à  cf zez-Aers fron r3.e sane reqior. of 

X a l ÿ  (Lcschiavo 1986, 6 8 )  . Over tirne, larger  comqunity 

-5 P 
1 . -  . ; . . szic-~rirr .s  5evelo~ei cn5 â s i c c i o ~ i o r ~  i x e  aecrrne r icher a ~ 6  

increasingly d i f f e r e n t i a t e d .  Associations a l l o w e d  i m m i g r a n t s  

a i r  C U  ties x i  r3cir 'riorriel ma, s;rer~gt??en 

t h e i r  v i l l a g e  o r  r e g i o n a l  a l l i a n c e s ,  r o c i a l i z e  w i t h  relat ives 

a d  f r i e n a s ,  and pzlrsue c o m o n  c b j e c t i v e s ,  atr,er?.pting :O 

r e z r e a t e  a c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u  i n  which t r a d i t i o n s  and a s e n s e  of 

i d e n r i t y  are ~ r e s o r v e à  and social environner~ts may 'oe 

r e p l i c a t e d .  
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Figure 4 .  Regional Origins of Italians: Winnipeg 
Source :  Spina,  1996 
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Figure 5 .  Distribution of Italians f rom C a l a b r i a  in Winnipeg 
1996 based upon a 20 percent sample 
Source: Spina ,  1496 



It was possible for t h e s e  clubs and associations t o  form 

2nd c 'eve lop  beccuse I t a l i a n s  t u r n e a  t o  ~ h e n  i n  a n  a l i e r i  

e n v i r o n n e n t ,  Upon t h e i r  a r r iva1 i n  Canada, t h e  1 t a l i a n s  did 

zcc h a v e  CO f o m  groups i n  orc ier  tc worsnip in an olien 

e n v i r o n m e n t  o r  bring rel  i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  f rom t h e i r  homeland 

to Winnipeg b e c a u s e  as Roman C a t h o i i c s ,  t h e y  c o ü l d  w o r s h i p  a r  

the p r e - e x i s t i n g  Roman C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h e s  founded by Winnipegr  s 

- 7- 

t r e z c h - C x a c i z n  scoclat,icr., In comyârison, ï?e F r e n c n ,  "cnglisi-. 

and Po l i s5  g r o u p s  were n o t  so  h o m q e n e o u s  and subsequently 

& Suiïc r s  LC! f ~ I f i l I  t h e i r  r'ragrnerxed r e l i q i x s  

a f f i l i a t i o n s .  Ir, M o n t r e a l ,  c o n f l i c t  between t h e  I t a l i a n  a n d  

- ~ r e r x k !  ~ o p d s c i c ~ s  l ea  c c  e os i~ .31 i s ' n~e r ,~  of a r ~  I z z X z .  

chu rch  ( E o i s s e v a i n  1 9 7 0 ) .  S u b s e q c e n t l y ,  a c h u r c h  t h a t  would 

- Y .  serve Xlr.zi;eq ,zc-~sns x z s  e~i~biiskie5. 

I n  Winnipeg ,  t h e  Holy Rosâ ry  Church ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1923 

a t  t h e  corner of S h e r b r o o k e  a n d  Bannatjrne,  allowed f t a l i m  

. - -  a z c  xcrçk^.i? ~ ~ x i  p z x i c i p o - , e  i n  c e v ~ r â i  d ~ c i e r e x  

r e l i g i o u s  f u n c t i o n s  a l o n g  w i t h  numerous  s o c i a l  ar,d l e i s u r e  

3- F .  aeiivities. i n e  R s m  Be--?ev~ie,?t Society, one of che r x s t  

I c a l i a n  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  Winnipeg,  emerged i n  1 9 1 1 .  Its 

founaing c o i n c i d e c i  with t h e  f i rs t  large wâve o f  Itaiian 

i n m i g r a t i o n  t o  Winnipeg  e a r l y  i n  the C e n t u r y .  However, i t  w a s  

oniy a f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  World War, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  1950s and 

1960s ,  t h a t  a p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of v i l l a g e  o r  r e g i o n a l l y  based 



clubs and associations emerged i n  Winnipeg. S e v e r a l  were 

s h o r t - l i v e d ,  c c n e r s  have  only recently been formea, while 

clcbs l i k e  t h e  Roma Benevolent Society a n d  t h e  F r a t e l l a n z a  

Anatese cf Wimipeg, fo-med in 1946,  are s t i l l  ir, opera t ion .  

Their i n t e n t i o r L  is t o  help their members f inanc ia l ly  and 

s a c i a l l y .  TheV s f fer  ecs~.anic a s s i s t a n c e  ond ~ r o v i d e  a vocue 

f o r  soc ia l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  g a t h e r i n g s -  

L X  1964, an =_?jrello orga? i i ro t i cn ,  ~ s n e c i  cne I t a l i a - r l -  

C a n a d i a  lesçrie of MfiitoSa, was fomed tc r e p r e s e n t  various 

- - .  ~ t s l l a ? -  c=orn.1.-~?5ry c r g s n i z x i o n s .  of zne pri,iiâry s b j e c z i v s  

of t h e  L e a g u e  w a s  t o  acquire a c e n t e r  t o  serve as t h e  focal 

no!q- y ,.., G,,, '-4 rnoctir;.g place cf tne c ~ x ~ x i ~ y .  Alcixxgki  2 b u i i d i n s  

lccated on Notre Dame Avenue was pcrchased in 1 9 8 0  to house a 

- 1 -  0 , - I c : ~ r a l  cenzer, -,he Casa C ' I t o l l a .  nex c ü l r x r c l  cencez $7. 

a seven acre s i t e  f r o n t i n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i de  of Wilkes A v e n t ~ e  

hezilieez K ~ ? , ~ S = C T -  Cculevarc i  enc ? ? z - ~ e r l e y  S ~ r e e r ,  has r ece r -z iy  

been O-ened. 

W l t h  t h e  oper.ing of t h i s  2 7 , 0 0 0  sqriare f o o t ,  $4.2 m i l l i o r ,  

ccmple2: or, -. 2 a x e s  of iazci, me-*ers of  t h e  Icelizn C O ~ T L X . ~ ~  

and t h e  c o m u n i t y  a t  l a rge  will ccme and  share in the 

promotion of Icalian c u l t u r e  a n d  the ûdvâncernent of the 

I t a l i a n - C s n a d i a n  c o m u n i t y  of Mani toba  t h r o u g h  programs t h e  

c e n c e r  wili o f f e r .  Tne  e n t i r e  fàciliiy, w i t n  s cultural, 

recreat ional ,  and s p o r t i n g / f  itness a c t i v i t i e s ,  i s  known as the 



Centro Caboto Centre and i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  become a d e s t i n a t i o n  

f o r  al1 ManitoSâns and visitors across Western Canada. 

The Centro Caboto Centre will also b e n e f i t  t h e  growth of 

Mani toba  Charnber o f  Commerce, h e l p i n g  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s  b e n e f i t  

f rom x o r e  i c c e r n â r i o n i l  trâde l i n k s  ond g e n e r a ï i n g  s u s t a i r . a ~ ; o  

economic  growth,  The o p e n i n g  of t h e  Centro CaSoto Csntez 

r l f l c c z s  z grcxing zronci ~ c w a r a s  tKo  ~ e v o l c p ~ e z ~  of  cxltura; 

cerrters a s s o c i a t e c !  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  ç r o u p s .  I t  a l s o  m a r k s  

à neT~i e r s  f ~ r  the I c a l i a r s  in Manizobc. 

4 . 7  R e c e n t  T r e n d s  in the Italian C o l ~ l ~ ~ ~ u n i t y  

economic ond s o c i a l  success of t h e  I t a l i a n  community i n  

and t e c h n i c a l  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  rnany are  c h o o s i n g  Winnipegf  s 

q r a r d p a r e n t s ,  mony o f  vrhorn s e l e c t e c !  T r a n s c o n a  and F o r t  R m q e  

r e s i d e n t i a l  f i e i g h ~ o r h c c d s  has Seen made p o s s i b l e  Dy a n  

i n c r e z s e  i r i  t k e i r  e d ~ c â c i ~ n a i ,  o c c u p a c i o n a l ,  f i m n c i a l  sr,S 

r e s i d e n t i a l - m o b i l i t y  levels. Evidence of t h i s  i n c r e a s i n g  

sirScr5anizacion can 'De seen ir! F i g u e  6 .  T h e  i , . ipl icat ions cf 

t h i s  r e s e t t l e m e n t  for e t h n i c  core areas and Winnipegr s "Little 

I ~ z i y "  will be ciiscussed in the next chapier buï at this pair , t  



~igur& 6 .  D i s e i b u t i o n  of Italians in Winnipeg 1996 based upon 
a 20 percent S e l e  
Source :  Sp ina  1996 



it is important to note that a dispersal and redistribution of 

Italians thrcughout the city is clearly eviàent, a trenc also 

recognized among Montreal's Italian population (Boissevain 

1 9 7 0 ) .  

4.8 Cultural Perspectives on Winnipeg' s L i t t l e  Italy 

I T ~  has previc;lsly beeil noried ihct new aefinitions of 

cultural geography conceive of landscapes as "repositories of 

ixzar i  valxes - ernDolziinexs cf che a r c i t - d e s ,  Iàeàis a d  

~ e l i e f s  of their creatcrs, infiiseV w i t h  cultural rneaninq, 

n *  - 
C S ,  imageri  a52 i8ec1qy'' ( S ~ q e r s  e z  . a l .  i 999 ,  L X  ) . 
ifowever, these ccntexts cften nave their origins in tne 

them, of ten unquestioningly, as guidelines for action 

district c m  be seen as the Italian c~rrmunity's expression of 

on examination of the c û m n u ~ i t y  in â historical co~text, 

-. . - .  ? ~ ~ - . = w L i q  the  -~riz:coti3~ cf I t a l j i  in 6 econo2 . i~  

conditions deteriorated iri southern I t a l y  motivating Italians 

to searcn for riex lives ana reneaed econoaic activity o~zsice 

of the country. New challenges confronted them upon their 

entered a world constructed by a dominant group, in which the 

capitalise c lass  cr bourgeoisie controlled econonic o n a  



p o l i t i c a l  power, and  t h e  f t a l i a n  w o r k i n g  class sold t h e i r  

l a b o r  f o r  a wage, q e n e r a t i n g  wealrh t h r o u g h  rne c r e a t i o n  ûf 

s u r p l u s  which t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  profits for t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  

class. The I t a l i a n s  en2oyed f e w  econonic befief i t s  a ~ d  hoa n o  

r e a l  p o l i t i c a l  power (Carbone ,  8 ) ,  the product ,of a power 

-ne c o n d i t i o n  of zhe s u b o l t e r n  i s  t h a t  cf r e l a t i c n s h i p .  "TV 

e x p e r i e n c i n ç  a n d  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  a wcrld as c o n s t r u c t e d  by a 

cioz-inzr-c grou?. . . t5e croCucc cf 5 power releïionsnip" (Snick 

and  Hannan 1994 ,  125)  . 
T h i s  new world order which t h e  I t a l i a n s  e n c o u n t e r e d  

ixgaczeci chc s x i s l  organiratio: cf I z a l i c n  sectlemerit arecs, 

L i t t l e  I t a l i e s ,  which  h a v e  affected the i n d i v i d u a l i t ÿ  2nd 

cfs rac ie r  of areas  in frihic,;i chey have CevoIo-ec. 2 ~ i r  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  anci m a i n t e n a n c e  encomFass a wide r a n g e  of i s s u e s  

I C h ~ p i e r  333; . Lyr,ch arg- es z h c t  ',??_ose areaç f o m e a  SC -,ne 

I t a l i a n s  coilla corne to t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  of the urban  

- .  -:mrlc, Cevelcping xerxal rnass cr x..;corr,anc h z z r i s n s  3 r  " m d a l  

p o i n t s "  in the c i t y  (Lynch 1960, 7 2 - 7 7 ) .  

The ?adrcl?e s t r u c z u r e  zlso p l a y &  G very i,i..porta2.,t r v l e  

i n  the creation of Little I t a l i e s .  M a t e r i a l  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  

a n d  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  c o r i c e p t u a l i z e  built f o m  i n  a r a n g e  of 

social anc eco~onic c o n d i t i o n s ,  inclcainq c l a s s  r e l a t i c n s  and 

t h e  s t â t u s  of dominan t  a n d  mode rn i z ing  c u l t u r e s  i n  a 

a o à e r n i z i n g  wor ld .  These c o n t e x t s  are explorec i 2cn 



Mitchellf s case study o f  w o r k e r s '  housing i n  Johnstown, 

Pennsylvania and Pittsburg, C a i i f c r n i a  {Mitchell 1993, 210- 

1 2 7 ) .  Both towns were dominated by a large steel c o r p o r a t i o n  

azci in r e r u r n  for greater c o n t r o l  over t h e  w o r i c r r s '  in ie res t s  

and l o y a l t i e s  t h e  Company offered a range of public services 

inclu5inq h o a s i n q ,  a relctionshi~ sornewhot s i m i l o r  co t na t  of 

the Padroni a n d  Italian immigrants in Winnipeg. The search f o r  

cio;ninczicrî ï s  eviaeRï ir, C o t h  M i ~ c h e l i ~ s  stirciy 2r.d crie r o l e  of 

the Padroni for Italian immigrants (Duncan and Ley 1993,  14)- 

- rror;! ineiz i x i z i a i  arriva1 in X i n n i p e g ,  ihe Irdlians o I s ~  

faced an extensive p e r i o d  of socia l  and econorn ic  

- .  . . . - 
z~scr r~. ! , inazFon 'zecaüse of tno a~ility of co;r.iranï s c c ~ a ~  

grcups t o  exercise power i n  a downwards direct i o n  excluding 

- - 
I t a i F â r i s  fi'ron! resclxces m e r  W C  zhe --_tlgispho~?e eiice 

exerted z c n t r o l  a n d  to which t h e y  had privileged access. Frank 

P a r k i n  coined the t o m  " e x c l u s i o n a r y  c losure"  t o  refer  t o  " t h e  

. - 
G r c e z p t  Sji YX ÇELSP C O  sectilre for i ; s e l E  â privi~cseci  

p o s i t i o n  at the expense of some other group through a process  

- ,--- cf s x b o r c i i n a r i z n "  (Fâa rk in  i~ ! 2, 0 5  ): . Nhen teackirq ~ n e  IzzLix-- 

laquage in the b a s e m e n t  of t h e  Holy Rosary Church  w a s  

aeclared i l L e g â l  ârid hundreds of I c c i i o n - C a m d i a n s  werr 

i n t e r n e d  a t  Camp Petawawa in the Ottawa River V a l l e y  d u r i n g  

t h e  Second Worla N a r ,  the dominant group con~anaed the f u i 1  

resources of the s ta te ,  the courts, and other institutions of 



l aw and order c o n s i s t e n t  with P a r k i n ' s  d e f i n i t i o n .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  the acceptance of the Italions in Canaaa 

c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  Canada ' s  r n u l t i - c u l t u r a l i s m  policy created i n  

1971, T n e  o f f i c i a l  feeerai policy views aulti-cuituralis~ as 

"a powerful b c n d i n g  agent" t h a t  ' he lps  m i t e  u s  and  i d e n t i f y  

u s ,  w n i l e  at che sme tirLe allowing every elemext of m r  

s o c i e t y  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  own c h a r a c t e r  and c u i t u r s l  h e r i t a g e "  

( N x I ~ i z u i t u r a l i s n - - 2 e i r i g  Canacicn 1 9 8 7 ,  9 j . since s 3 e n  

çovernment  and p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s  a t  a l 1  l e v e l s  have l a u n c b e d  

p r o g r m s  f a v u r i n g  rie rete~iion ûf n a ï i o n a i  c ü l r i i r e s  

c o i n c i d i n g  w i t h  a g r e a t e r  p u b l i c  t o l e r a n c e  o f ,  and  h e i g h t e n e d  

i n z o r e s r  i r i ,  ei?n;.ic C i v e r s i i y .  32e ixpzcr: cf this has Deer, z h e  

cormercial developmeot of ethnic s e t t l e m e n t  areas. 

4 . 9  Discussion and Sunrmary 

T h i s  c h a p t e r  has a rg t red  t h a t  t h e  I t a l i a n s  i n  Winnipeg 

- - have ieeE Crawn m i n l ÿ  fror! ~ â ~ ÿ '  s SO~;S," ,~TZ r e q 2 t . z ~  ûf 

CalaSria, S i c i l y  and A b r u z z i  a n d  that t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

- - .  c x c e z c r z c i o n s  of ~iallâns w i ï h  s h i l c r  c r i o i n s  or her i càqe  

have emerged i n  two areas: T r a n s c c n a  and For t  Rouge. Theso 

p z t r o r n s  x e  atcribured tc rhe early lccation of Caarèinq 

h o u s e s  a n d  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  padroni s y s t e m  i n  t h e  first 

stage of Itaiian s o r c l e r n e n t ,  t o  l a t e r  c h a i n  m i g r a t i o n  m a  a 

latter i n c r e a s e  of Ital ian home ownersh ip  i n  Winnipeg.  

F u r t n e r ,  in the face of d i s c r i n i n a t i o n  t h a t  the I t a i i a n s  



faced upon t h e i r  arriva1 i n  Canada at the turn of the c e n t u r y ,  

t h e  Italianç fcrned s t r o n g  bonds a o n g  chemselves by noarding, 

worshiping, s o c i a l i z i n g  and w o r k i n g  together. Over tirne, 

socic-cuizural clribs corriposeci of mnbers of che sane r e g i o n  cf 

Italy were fo-med. Today, cultural c e n t e r s  are a 

- ropreserxacion of the levei o r  organ iza t io r ,  cf tne c o m u n i t y  

i n  a rnulti-cultural society. F u r t h e r ,  through an examination 

- .  - - .  . - a r  -,.TE ~ t a i i x  c~nn';l?i'~.jj FT, 2 W i m i y q  in a h i s t o ~ ~ c â -  c c n t o x t ,  

Corydon Avenue's L i t t l e  Italy business dis t r ic t  c a n  be s e e n  as 

- 7 -  cke  ~ r a i l c n  r o n m x i r l e s  espression ~f i t s  s e n s e  of  ideziizy 

and group s e l f - w o r t h .  P a  iricrease i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  

- .  . + - - -  - - 7  -. 3 c , - ~ + ~ c ~ t  izri_ci, L-i;CI-L-Ui ~ e $ i C e r . t F c l - ~ c b i 1 i - ~ r  - -, ,cvê-s Cf 

y o u q e r  I t â l i a n s  has also led to their d i s p e r s a l  away frcm t h e  

- .  e x x z  c s r c s  ecïa~Lisked Cy cheir p a r c x s  zre ~ r o r a ~ a r e x s  . 
T h u s ,  ïne soc i a l  ' jeography of t h e  Italians in Winnipeq is 

clevrly chaqinq. Nevertheless, t h e  development of Corydcn 

. - 
AT.rexe i z x  .z c m z L e r c l s i  s h c g ~ i r i g  c i ç r s r i c z  ?es o c c ~ r z e b  xi~ 

t h i s  deveiqment w i l i  be t h e  t c p i z  of the n e x t  chapcer.  



THE DEVELûPMENT OF A LITTLE ITALY STREETSCAPE 

Winnipeg  is  the c a p i t a l  c i t y  of  M a n i t o b a ,  o n e  o f  t h e  most 

echxîically aiverse ci t ïes  i n  Canada, secona  only to ï o r c z t o .  

Lûcated i n  Western Canada ,  667 ,209 people made t h e i r  home i n  

xi.?p1 -*.L,er; n ir, 1596,  z or,e percent i n c r e a s e  f rom t h e  66C, 4 5 2  w h c  

resided i n  Winnipeg i n  1991  ( S t a t i s t i c s  Canada 1997 ,  1 2 ) .  The 

- langzàqes cr people cf aiverse Sackgrourds are spokez ir; tke 

c i t y  i n s l n d i n q  E n g l i s h  and F r e n c h ,  t h e  two o f f i c i a 1  l anguaqes  

-= ,+- -azada. --  ne p x p c s e  of t k i s  chapter is CO co~sicer ïhe 

s o t t l e n e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  M a n i t o b a f  s diverse e t h n i c  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  

a n d  t h e  f u n c t  i o n s  that t h e  for 

5.1 Rural Ethnic Settlements in Manitoba 

major  ç roups  that would  rnake u p  C a n a d a ' s  m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  

sociecy,  ZFE x c i v e  pes-les, tLo Frerrch ariC t h e  Zritis? I ~ l z r _ s  

w i t h  I r i s h  L a t h o l i c s )  Kere well establisheà ( F r a n c i s ,  J o n e s  

z z c  h i c h  1942, 1) . .&fier Manit~bc' s e n c r y  i n t c  co?federâc io r i  

(Canada) i n  1870, settlers from O n t a r i o  e n t e r e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e  

zna came zs à o a i n a r e  the p o l i t i c a l ,  econonic a n d  s o c i a l  iife 

of M a n i t o b a .  These settlers a l s o  w o r k e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  

cultural r i g h i s  of Frenrh-speaking C a n a à i a n s .  Toàay, cRe 



d i s t r i b u t i o n  of people of B x i t i s h - O n t a r i o  stock t h r o u g h o u t  

Winnipeg refleccs t h e i r  plurality, as rhey are found i n  âII 

census  t rac ts ,  including areas i n  which o the r  ethnic 

-opillations are d o m i n a r , ~ ,  while the Lrencn poplilat iori i s  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t h e  east bank of t h e  Red River around the 

nucleus cf the St. Bmiface carhedrzl. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the predominan t  Anglo-Saxon s e t t l e r n e n t s  

settled by cther groups  including the U k r a i n i a n ,  Mennon i t e ,  

7 iceicnàic anci 3-1i1xerite p c p u l a c i o n s  whc all l e f t  ~ e h i . - 3  

c d v e r s e  s o c i a l  and/or econornic conditions in t h e i r  hoineland 

. . X e  1953,  342, Zr -z r ,= ik  1 9 7 6 ,  1, Lehr i 3 7 5 ,  5 2 ,  Z y c r  

1984,  3 ) .  Upon e n t r y  i n t o  Canad iân  s o c i e t y ,  t h e s e  new 

preserve 2nd e n h a n c e  t h e i r  d i s t i n c t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  w e r e  

traditions a n d  customs (Ryan 1 9 8 4 ,  1, 10 ,  Warken t in  1959 ,  3 5 2 ,  

S o x r a e r v i l e  1944-1945, 26 ,  3 2 )  . 
E'cr e x a m p l e ,  t h e  des ign  a n d  c o n s t r u c t  i c n  of M e n n o n i t e  

I c e l a n d i c  p i o n e e r  log houses were modeled on t h e i r  own 

p a t t e r n s  and tke H u t t e r i c e  v i l l a ç ê - i y p e  setïlernents d i c t z t e d  

t h e  style of c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a l1  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  and 

r t r ï . x t u r e s  associa-,ea with tne farrn economy. Oppcrtunities for 



t h e s e  groups  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e s e  ways were made 

p o s s i b l e  by che a v a i l â b i i i t y  cf m p t y  l a n d  a s  t h e  Canâaia 

f e d e r a l  govern rnen t  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p o p u l a t e  t h e  w e s t e r n  

p x v i z c e s  r i  the l ace  nineteenth 2nd early twentieth 

c e n t u r i e s .  

5.2 In-Migration 

The xovement  o f  p o p u l a t i o n s  from rural M a n i t o b a ,  t h e  rest 

sf Car~x i c ,  che 'cl'riitod S i â t e s ,  ard a t h e r  cour l l t r i e s ,  kzs &en o 

mâfor factor i n  the development of W i n n i p e g ' s  e t h n i c  

S i v e r s i c y .  X i g r o i i o n s  have occurrea d i r e c z l y  t u  W i m i p e q  frsn 

50th town and c o u n t r y  i n  tne Z r i t i s h  Isles, N o r t h  West Curoce 

- - ;Ze-zr!!anyj , slcivic: ~ c r c c o  (Foland)  22s Xeaiterra?eaz r'.iZY?c 

(Itâly) . Asian sources include China ,  Korea,  India, V i e t n a m  

-, . - . .  -- 2 -,Fe n e  . L X  M e n r ~ o ~ i t e s  frc?. r z r c l  s o ~ c k e r ~  

Manitoba and E u t c h  from t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  n a c i v e  I n d i a s ,  

. . 
? c r t x j e s ~ ,  ~ c e i c ~ S e r s  x.C Scezsinaviâzs Y:s r  riez j e  forys~zee 

( C a r l y l e  1391 ,  1 9 8 - 2 0 3 ) .  

T h e s e  groups generally set t led  i n  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  areas  i n  

y{ -....- T T  : t ~ e q ,  SXC?, às ~ h e  Xcrra En& Lzz1y i n  t h e  ce r i t u ry  ?ozos 

Woodsworth ( 1 9 0 9 )  referred t o  Winnipeg as t h e  stom center of 

- .  
i n c o n i n g  cides of  i m i g r a n c s  OF v a r i o u s  z a c i o n â - x i e s  ârici 

d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  of c i v i l i z a t i o n s .  The N o r t h  End  has been  

specif i c a i l y  addressed I n  w o r k s  by P a s k i e v i c h  (1978), U u t k i r i  

(1987)  a n d  Braun  ( 1 9 8 8 ) ,  who a d d r e s s e d  t h e  m e n t a l  images  o f  



Winnipeg' s North End. 

I n  t h e  North End, Winnipeg d e v e l o p e r s  and real-estate 

agen ts  p u r c h z s e à  l a r g e  tracts of land,  subdivided, developec 

and s o l d  them t o  newcomers as  Winnipeg had no  large s tock of 

o l a  :?ousir,g CO a c c o m ~ o d a t e  t h e  chousâr-ds of f o r e i g n  i m n i g r a n c s  

who e n t e r e d  t h e  c i t y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  a f t e r  1896. I n  order t o  m a k e  

l e r g e  ~ r o f i t s ,  î k e  cevelopers p i n c n e d  on i â n u .  L o t s  were 

srnall, a p p e a r i n g  cramped, t h e  f z c a d e ç  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  showed 

j j --  7 - -  , , ~ , l e  & i v e r s i z y  or~$ a o u i ~  g r l a  sirsec pattern w a s  i?seci 

( A r t i b i s e  1972,  119 - 122)  . I n  c o n t r a s t ,  developers t h o u g h t  of 

- tke S o - ~ t k  a r d  X r s t  LYLCS of Wlnzipeg ,  h o x e  t o  the ugper CZO 

rnicidle classes,  as  "desira51ef' r e s i d e n t i a l  locatioris anà 

- . .  ï rLereSy izra CK w i 2 e r  screets,  l c r g e r  l o r s  ând f r eq t i en51y  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  b u i l d i n ç  r e s t r i c t i o n s  ( A r t i b i s e  1 9 7 2 ,  125-138 ) .  

- - . - .  b x i i d i n g s  ~? i rn i?ec  were l ds ra l l y  c o n s c r x t e c  by 

ccnt raz tors  aucordina to t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of t h e  m a j ~ r i t y  c u l t i i r e  

. . a n 5  r o f l o c t  5 e s i ~ r ~ s  -.ccessread L z  Xsrzh Finerica. I z r g e  E ; R ~  

s p a t i a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  m i n o r i t y  groups l i k e  t h e  I t a l i a n s  a n 5  

Chinese ,  xzilizing c c n c r z c t c r  ouilt s c r x c t ü r e s ,  have e x p r o s s e c  

their  t r a d i t i o n s  by m o d i f i c a t i o n s  such as t h e  d e s i g n  a n a  

à e c o r o c i o n  of f z c a a e s  (Schlichtmonn 1977, 2 2 ) .  E t h i c  

t r a d i t i o n s  h a v e  also been expressed t h r o u g h  d i s t i n c t i v e  s t y l e s  

i n  chururi, cesign, frorn the comed Ukran ia r ,  O r t n o c o x  CO ihe 

Gerrnan L u t h e r a n  "A" f r a m e  a n d  t h e  g o t h i c  E r i t i s h  p r o t e s t a n t  



(Carlyle 1974,  32) while the Dynasty Bui ld ing/Chinese  Cultural 

C e n t e r  located at 180 King Street in Winnipeg is a good 

exmple of Chinese architecture. 

5.3 The Development and S t r u c t u r e  of Winnipeg' s L i t t l e  1 taly 

Little I t a l i e s  were initially settlement areas for 

cities. Concentrations of I ta l ians  in these areas later grew, 

as initial immigrants put down roots and raised their 

fsxilies. 3 e s e  d i s z r i c t s  accieà tne l i r  af cner s 

hcmeland and allowed I t a l i a n  immigrants to cornmunicate in 

unfarniliar iridcstrially-driven world, 

t h r c u ç h  the redesign ana decoration of facades begân in t h e  

a lo rq  Corydcfi Avenue began exploit ing Italian i c o n o g r a p h y ,  

the Italian national colors and Italian lanquage (Figures 7 - 
I O ) ,  srylired facaües reflecrin~ the products chat a r e  s o l 5  in 

the store (Figure II) and distinctive design characteristics 

z s  shown in F i g u r e  12 (Gale 1972, 15 Wilkins 1991, 35 j . The 
beautification of the area has included cobblestone streets 

ana s i a e w a l k s ,  oztdoer e a t i n g  and Q r i n k i n g  areas, baskets af 



Figure .  7 Bar: Due Milla, 1996 (Photo : Author) 

Figure 8. Ciao Caffe, 1996 (Photo : Authoz) 
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Figure 9. Collosseo Ristorante Italiano , 1996 (Photo : Author) 

Figure 10 . Colloaeo Ristorante Italiano , 1996 (Photo : A u t h o r )  
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Figure 11. Bar Italia, 1996 (Photo: Author) 

Figure 12. Corydon Villa, 1996 (Photo : Author) 



flowers hanging from street-light poles in the summer and 

Street signs decoratea in the Italian national c o i o r s  (F igzre  

13-14). 

More recently, painted murals on the sides of buildings 

Cepicting various chexe are  cppesring in increâsing numbers 

throughout the city. T h e s e  murals are a beautification 

initiative underraken by &sSness Irnprovernent Z m e s  ( Ç e e  

Chapter Six) t o  spruce up areas and rnake thern more attractive 

. Y  

iO S O S ~ ~ Z ~ Z L  cusioners froz across the c i t y .  W i ~ h i r l  Liczle 

I t a l y  murals have sprung up portraying Italian, Mediterranean 

â r d  h r c p e c n  r h e n e s  z~~sisi€?t with t h e  com~erc ia l  the-r;,e cf 

the area. 

Cigare 15 shows properties along the t h r e e  blocks of  

C c ~ r y î i x  Averse Secweer~ L;cssax -S--t-e.;ile ân j  Cackburr,  S r r e e z  krclr;. 

as L i t t l e  ftaly. This map reveals that t h e r e  is a combination 

. . sf r e ~ i c c r x i a 1  a r ~ c  z o x ~ ~ e r c i z 1  x c r v r c i e s  i r i  che x e a ,  zKd 

v i r t u a l l y  no vacant land. In Figure 16, commercial activities 

are subdivided Fnto those establishments which sel1 a product 

- .  or prciScc-cs tht are I c a l i a n - o r i e x e a  or c r e a t e  an I c a i ~ a ~  

ambiance anci establishments that do not. Figure 16 indicates 

- chat corn.rsercia1 estabIishments selling an italian-oren~ed 

product or products do not dominate the cultural landscape of 

the ârea. Rainer, they exist within a more gene ra l  I t o l i a n ,  

Canadian, Mediterranean and European theme. Several businesses 





Residential A c t i v i  t ies  

Commercial Activities 

Figure 15. Residential and Commercial Elements on C o m n  
Avenue 



Commercial Activities 

Commercial Establishments selling a product or products that  
are Ztalian Oriented or create an Italian ambiance 

Figure 16. I t a L i a n  Oriented Commercial Establishments on 
Corydon Avenue 



with no ethnic or cultural affiliation also appear in the 

area. 

Although Italian iconography appears on Corydon Avenue's 

screecscape, the area has a variecy of Dasic functions which 

nave no ccnnection to the Italian community or its heritage 

2nd do not ref lect  Italiari heritage in any way. îhese 

functions include a major financial institution, post office, 

neQical cliniss, silper~srkercs, real escarre agents, r r a o e l  

aconcies and leqal services (Table 1)- 

a i e r v i e w s  wiEh employees of chese bilsinesses revealea a 

strong consensus that the community immediately surrounding 

- 0 ,or;.aox Avenue is c ~ s r r , o p = l i t a n  in nazure. c i s i e x  Europoar .~ ,  

particularly Polish, Czechoslovakian and Yugoslavian 

. . -  i f  wore sizec as ~ e i c g  ve rÿ  visinle grcups È I f i L i e  

Italians diù noc stand out âs a çignif icant cornponent of t h e i r  

. . - - c l i e x e l e .  i E X  ~.exhx.=s, vnless thoy are x a i i a n  thexsel-.es, 

speak the Italian language and none noticed the Italian 

larqac2o 5sinq spoken becween cr Sy ïheir custoaers. ?lus, 

âmonq merchants xithin Little Italy, the Italians as a 

c o n ~ m i c y  nake no distincc in?act as patrons cn businesses 

located in the area. 

The author has previously shown that print 

a~vertisements by businesses providing basic functions CO 

comunities, including those businesses on Corydon Avenue, 



T a b l e  1. A Commercial Inventory of L i t t l e  1-y: 1998 

Note: Commercial esta~lishments s e i l i n g  a proàuc~ 
or products that are Italian oriented or - crezie an ~talian ambiance are inaica~ec in 
bold p r i n t .  



612 1 RESIDENTIAL 

629 COMMERCIAL 

631 1 COMMERCIAL 
1 

COMMERCIAL 

COMMERC 1-AL 

COMMERCIAL 

COMMERCIAL 

COMMERCIAL 

- . - - . . - - - - - - - - - -- 

(PLAZA ITALIA) 
- LETTER CARRIER DEPOT 'C 

- MANITOBA ASSOCIATION OF URBAN 
MUNICI PALITIES 

- EIARV MOCK AND ASSOCIATES 
. (MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS) 

- HOFFER WILKINSON AND ASSOCIATES 
LTD, (REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS AND 

CONSULTANTS) 

- - 

DALY BURGERS 

SCOT IABANK 

DELLA S IL FANCY CHOCOLATES 

ANNA CAPRI RISTORANTE 

SOFIA'S CAFFE 

- MûNVISO RXSTURANTE ITALIANO 
- GIOVANNT PIZZA RESTAORANT 

- 1's p&FE 

NUCC1 ' S GELATI 

SAKEfS ASIAN NOODLE SNACK HOUSE 

HART REALTY COMPANY 

PARSONS PLUMBING AND HEATING CO. 
LTD. 

THE GLOBAL VILLAGE MAP AND Tm-VEL 
STORE INC. 

FASCINO MAGIA - ACADEMTA DEL CAPELLI 

- CAFFE NAPOLI 
- 3EAVA.N ART AND BOOK CAFE 

DREAM WEAVER CLOTHING 

SUNFLOWER COMMUNITY MARKET CO-OP 



668 COMMERCIAL - VILLAGE C L I N I C  
- PHILLIPS, AIELLO BARRISTERS AND 

SOLICITORS 

87Û CG-XERC IAL COLOSSE0 RISTORANTE ITALXANO 

671/673 COMMERCIAL . M I N I  MART LTD, (ITALIAN AND CANADIAN ' 

GROCERIES) 

681 1 COMMERCIAL 1 SAFFRONS RESTAURANT 1 

691 COMMERCIAL (PICOLA ITAZIIA) 
- YOGA 

- CZVITA 

697 RESIDENTIAL - 
I 

698 1 COMMERCIAL 1 - MANITOBA DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
- TRAVEL VISIONS 

- DECIBEL CREDIT UNION LTD. 
- PIAN-SHEILD CONST. INC. 

- B & F - W O N R Y  
- GIBRALTER CONCRETE LTD. 
- DONEVE HOLDINGS LTD. 

- MANITOBA RESTAURANT AND FOOD 
SERVICES ASSOCIATION 

- J. W. McEVOY AND ASSOCIATES 
- HANSCOMB CONSüLTANTS INC. 
- PINCHIN @ ASSOCIATES LTD. 

- JAVA JACKS EXPRESS0 - CAPPUCCINO 
COFFIE MACHINE CO. 

- R . J .  G-9RRONI FREIGHT - TRANSPORT 
SERVICES LTD. 

- DELGRAN REAL EST-RTE l 
700 RES IDENTIAL - 

709 COMMERCIAL - ORLANDO'S SEA FOOD AND GRILL 
- SKATES - 4 2:'" STREET HAIR CO. 

712 RES IDENT IAL - 

720 COMMERCIAL KING KOIN LAUNDRY 



COMMERCIAL 

COMMERCIAL 

(CORYDON VILLA) 
- SECOND SENSATIONS 
- MARIO'S CONCRETE 

- VILLAGE MASSAGE THEKRPY 
- BILL'S BARBERING PND STYLING 

- AUTHENTIC SKIN AND HAIR STUDIO 
LTD . 

- GOWLER AGENCIES 
- MERRIDIAN HOLIDAY'S LTD. 

- CRUST FURRIERS AND TAILORS 
- CAFÉ LA SCALA PASTICCERIA 

- REVELATIONS N A T U W  CRYSTALS 
. . .. -- - 

- EMILY'S HOME CLEAiVING SERVICE 
- SKIN DIMENSIONS (TATOO STUDIO) 

- GXPLFiIENCE THE BEAUTY (EODY 
FIERCING) 

- TIAM0 c?iFEz 
- FLIINET SATELITE 

- SILLIARDS AND SPORTS BAR 
- BAR ITALIA 



have ernployed many methods  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  of appealing t o  the 

Icalizn community of Winnipeg. Eowever, whether  t h i s  c o m u n i t y  

was p e r c e i v e d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  area s u r r o u n d i n g  

Corydon Avenue cannot  be c e c e m i n e c i  throucjn i n e  càvercisenon"Ls 

a i o n e  ( S p i n a  1996)  . 
Tt would seem safe t o  Say t h a t  the u s e  of t h e  term L i t t l e  

Itoly is a surrogace c o n x i e r c i a l  nazie x e d  f o r  three b locks  of 

Corydon Avenue  and nas t h e  purpose of a t t r a c t i n g  v i s l t o r s  t o  

f l a v o r e d  than p u r e l y  I t a l i a n ,  d e s p i t e  tne h e r i t a g e  of t h e  

Semmê apps ren t  when the present-day functions of L i t t l e  Italy 

for ~ h e  I t a l i a n  c o m u n i t y  and community a t  large a re  

5 . 4  The Functions of Winnipeg's L i t t l e  Italy 

r e s i a e n t s .  m r e  I t a i i a n s  a re  e x p l o y e d  i n  c e c h ~ i c a i  crxi 

profess iona l  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  I t a l i a n  middle class grows,  

nany a r e  choosirrq = n e  subur 'cs,  n o t  tne  L i t c l e  I t a l i e s ,  a s  

p l a c e s  tc l i v e .  F o r m e r l y  s e r v i n g  as  a community c e n t e r  for the 

- italisn popr;laclori, c'ne 3 i c ï l e  ISLY hhas now becorrie a rrtcre 

commercial area. T h e  g r o w t h  of t h e  Italian p o p u l a t i o n  i n  many 

c i t i e s ,  hcwever ,  p r o v i a e s  a i a r g e r  e t h n i c  clientele for t h e  



I t a l i a n  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  Little Italies, 

The n o j o r  v a l u e  o f  L i t t l e  I t a l y  io I tai iar i  b u s i n e s s e s  i s  

i t s  commercial appeal as a tourist a t t r a c t i o n ,  which, f r o m  t h e  

p o i m  of view of m a r k e t i n g  Fs a good stràteqy t o  p r o m o t e  

e t h n i c  goods  and  services. From t h e  p o i n t  of view of 

c c z s m e r s ,  it offers m echnic c o n p c n e n t  t h a i  gives an adced 

flavor and n o v e l t y  t~ what  would  o t h e r w i s e  be a n o t h e r  p l a i n  

cormercial  b lock .  I n  tnis s e n s e  L i t t l e  I t a l y  is  more cf a 

cornmercial district marketing e t h n i c  g o o d s  and services and 

as  a commerc ia l  area appeals t o  t h o s e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  who market 

Wirinipeg's climate is very f a v o r a b l e  for the t a k e - o f f  o f  

c corrmerc ia l  district such as  L i t t l e  F t a l y .  W i t h  a c o n t i n e n t a l  

ranges from h i g h s  of +35 d e g r e e s  Celsius t o  lows of -40 

cieyrees C e l s i u s .  Corribinec w i c h  more chan  102 cenc i rnece r s  ~f 

snow p e r  y e a r  Winn ipeg ' s  h a r s h  climate m a k e s  e n c o u r a g e s  

outdoor c o m L e r c : i a i  areas s u c h  â s  L i t t l e  I t z t l y  t o  f l o u r i s r i  

d u r i n g  t h e  surnrner months. P e o p l e  may frequent Corydon Avenue, 

therefore,  sirn?iy f o r  the o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be o u t a o o r s .  



Determlning the m o t  ivatio~s of v i s i t o r s  t o  Corydon Avenue, 

however,  is ân analysis beyona the scope of t h l s  thesis (See 

Chapter Two) . 
W i n n i p e g f s  L i t t l e -  Italy h â s  grown in popularity since 

alcohol may now be ccnsmed on cucdoûr parios mcer ~ x i c  

Ilcenses g r a n t e d  by t h e  Mani toba  L i q u o r  Control Commission. 

Cno stipularion f x  grazc inc  ibis type of license is ï h a ~  30 

outdoor patio area must be roped o r  fenced in some way. T h i s  

x t s  as a z e z ~ x r e  tc s r e ~ e r x  passers-Dy s r w ~ i r ~ ,  v i ~ i t i ~  Y 

w i t h  friends on the p a t i o  and consuming alcohol from the 

sc reec .  If thore  i~ 2 ~ 0 ~ 2 l â i n t  a ~ c u c   SUC^ an act s r  one is 

witnessed by a liqucr c o n t r o l  cormission inspecter, Che 

i r i s - ec to r  w i l l  apprmch the büsiness and ask t h e  owner  t o  t r y  

. . . . srC crever:: rzis â r z i v x y .  Iri. t h e  case of a s z r e e i  fesii~~i, 

c Lllere -- must be cri applicceizi, f o r  an o c c a s i c n a l  p e r m i t  t o  allow 

- .  x q . i c r  CG b e  S E ~ - J - C  2: sczeet  l eve l .  

5 . 5  Discussion and 

- - - . .  e g x s c s e  c r  rnls %âprer ?:;,as beer~ i o  c m s i k e r  the 

s o t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  of P l a n i t o b a f s  d i v e r s e  ethnic populaticns 

. . .  p r2v iU ing  xhe ccr-,ext w x r i i n  which Coryaor, A ~ ~ e n x e ' s  S i r +  ,,,e 

ltaly has emerged and the functions t h e  area p e r f o m s  f o r  the 

- ~ â l i â n  co;n.~, ,uni~y cina ciie comnmi ty  at l a rge .  Resillcs Lnaicate 

t h a t  t h e  c rea t ion  of Corydon Avenuef  s commercial L i t t l e  I t a l y  

has been affected bÿ zhe heritâqe of  the Italian c o m u r i i t y  i n  



the area. However, today, more Italians are choosing to live 

i n  the suburbs and t h i s  r e l o c a t i o n  has lec CO a change i n  ïne 

f u n c t i o n s  that L i t t l e  I t a l y  performs f o r  both I t a l i a n  and non- 

Itaiian r e s i d e n t s  i n  Winnipeg. 

Another concentration of Italian busir,esses has also 

exerged a l m g  S. two biock streïch on Sargonc Avenue büt i: i s  

f a r  from being considered a L i t t l e  I t a l y .  Reasons for t h i s  

t h e  area and the n e g a t i v e  p e r c e p t i o n  that many hold  t o w a r d s  

when compared to t h e  South and West ends of  Winnipeg. 

T - T G .  uvA-,:~iur~s xore favcra~le f c r  the cievelcprneriï cf a L i z ~ l e  

Itâly on  Corydon Avenue and t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  w i l l  b e  d i s c i i s s e d  



CHAPTER SI% 

ENVIROHBENTAL AND CULTüRAL ASPECTS OF CORYDON A m  

The environmental setting of tourist destinations can 

p l a y  a major r o l e  in t k e i r  posirrior! in the n ~ r k e i p l â c e .  

Important issiies include not only the tourism environment but 

destination to major tourist generating regions  and t h e  

visitors, especially in the case of automobile travelers 

business dis t r i c t  also important and 

p r i v a t e  builaings may establish an image for an area and 

- - 
...isïa,,y EO-TZS r ke  Szsis Z c r  the 5evelopmex cf c o l k c z i v e  

n a r ~ e ~ i n g  m a  promotional campsigns carr iea out to reinforce 

;?"at izeço r e &veloyxerx CIE rr,css ~dvertisizq 

campaigns or the initiation of neiqhborhood events and 

fesïivâls (Uepcrtri,erz cf Er:vircnnontal  ? i â ~ r ~ i r i c  1 9 8 6 ,  3 )  . 
This c h a p t e r  deals with recen t  trends in the tourism 

. . - x iauscry .  ic consFBers che wâys i n  which W F m i p e g r s  physiczl 

environment can have a siqnificant impact on the desire a n d  

- * . .  a~r,icy cf people from Winnipeg's residential cornniries anc! 

surrounding municipalities to frequent Little Italy. It will 

c lsc  evâkô te  che roie  cf differenc groups z n a  a ç e ~ c i e s  i n  the  



development and promotion of an image for Corydon Avenue as an 

erhnic e~ciave, one which markets Italian food and products 

and has spawned an Italian street fes t iva l  named " F e s t a  

6.1 The Tourism Environment 

Tourism I n  Cmada is a $ 2 6  billion per year ind i i s t ry ,  

comprising more t h a n  60,000 tourism businesses and creating 

xcre triaz 622,008 direct j obs .  A s  a f o r e i q n  exckiafige ecrner,  

i t  r a n k r  fourth a t  $7 .7  billion behind notor vehicles ( $ 2 4 . 4  

. - - .  m ) ,  az~omobile ports ($9 .5  billion) a n a  c c m u n i c a ï l o r i s  

and electronic equipment ($8.7 bill ion) . Canada's top three 

- roreicjr~ io i l r i s r ,  maricecs a r e  che Vnlted Scores, Eurape azc Asia 

( D e p a r t m e n t  of I n d u s t r y ,  Trade and T o u r i s m  1993, 5) . 
- _,.e -F z o r l s z  inccscry k a s  nad a significant i r -pâc i  on t h e  

Manitoba economy. Over 7.5 million visitors are attracted to 

- z5o p r o v l i x e  each year. it enploys 20,Oû0 people in X a r i i ~ o ~ a ,  

and i t  g e n e r a t e d  t o t a l  r e v e n u e s  of $833 million in 1990 (3.2% 

- of =?.e Câriâciâz coca1 1 \JI-.ick rcpreserxs 3 . 3 %  of  th^ prcvizce' s 

gross provincial product (Department of Industrÿ, Trade and 

T o u r i s n  1993, 6). For zne c i c y  of Winnipeg itself, tour isni  has 

had an equally dramatic impact on the economy. I n  1997 over 

2 . 4  milli~n visitors trâveled to Winnipeg ana contributed over 



$563 million to the city's economy', 

Growih in the tourisn induscry in Canada, however, feli 

behind that of the general economy in the early 1990s due to 

an economic recessior, aria reduced ciscretionary income; w e a k  

growth in income levels; high consumer debt levels; increased 

corripecicion from Càncdo' s major markets; and changlï iq 

demographics and travel patterns of the U.S. market 

(2epürcrne1x of I~ass~ry, Lrcde â ~ a  T c t i r l s m  1993, 5 ) .  

As we approach a new millennium, however, anticipated 

c -r- eccnonic qrowïh, L L L ~  growing trenà toward more char: orie 

vacation a year ,  earlier retirenents, two-incorne families, and 

z k e  increcsiq e?.zkss;s z h o t  consimers are p l x i z g  on zrcvel 

as a part of leisure activities, are favoring growth in the 

ü .  C o n s i x e r  b ~ g i n g  behavior has beer, afr'ecieci by s 

demanc for value, quality and service; l a ck  of tirne; 

ir.r=rrzsirL;,s hezlr?.-ccrLsciccsrLess; cc-rcerr, f o r  t k e  er.vircrLner:t; 

and a concern for personai safety and security (Department of 

- - F - s ,  iraCe r i  Aoririsn 1933, 2 )  . Terqorary I m e r  

airfares, the growth in new tourist a t t r a c t i o n s  and 

Data obtained from Tourisrn Winnipeg postcard distributed to 
1 9 C , O C O  homes via tne city of Winnipeg wcter bills. The card 
encouraqes the recipient to send the card to a relative or 
f r i e n a  m a  invice chem to vislc Winnipeg, 'lne car3 also 
features a tear-off portion ideal for a coupon o f f e r  from a 
local  business, information as to the value of tourism to rhe 
economy and an entry form. There postcards are one example of 
â buy-in opportüniry for industry partners (see paqe 9 3 j  . 



r e c r e a t i o n a l  facilities have also contributedto steady growth 

in leisiire travel (Ad Hoc Cornittee of C o u n c i l  of Tourisrn 

1988, 7 ) .  

This growth is reflected in the number of C a n a d i a n s  

w o r k i n g  IR toürisrn related occüpations. In 1993, 1,19l, 9UG 

Canadians worked i n  t o u r i s m  related occupations. T h i s  number  

is expeccea zo  grow G E  az a n n u e l  rzce of 2.9% 5etween 1992 m i  

2001, r e s u l t i n g  in 354,000 new jobs in Canada over that 

(Canadian Tourism Human Resource Council 1995, 3). 

3 u r i n g  tne eariy 149Gs, the adverse e c o ~ c m i c  iapacts of 

che recession led to a heightened i n t e r e s t  by people from 

T t .  . . r?rizz.,l-es an9 ics s r  n : ù ~ i ~ i p ~ i i ~ i e ~  f o r  ~ O C E ~ ,  

accessible, af  fordable and safe a t t r a c t i o n s .  Corydon Avenue 

q ~ i c k i y  becâme one of tne xosc p c p u i â r  an3 f a s h i m â b l e  clacer 

t o  go f o r  intra-urban t o u r i s t s  s e e k i n g  authenticity in t h e  

c i i y .  C o r i a i ~ i c n s  were favorabie Cor  fils type of verxure b x  

t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  were qeneral t o  t h e  city and n o t  specif ic  to 

Loryuotl Avezüe. F ~ v o r a ~ i e  t zezcs  in tke t cz r l s r r ,  h d x s t r y ,  

however, are not the only d e t e r m i n a n t  of v i s i t a t i o n  t o  a 

destination s u c h  as Corydon Avenue; the physical environment 

w i t n i n  which cne ares hâs aeveicped Ls âlso very importam. 

6 .2  The Physical Environment 

Aithougn Corydon Avenlie i s  a 8i;iit attràctiorr, there is 



no g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  local i n t r a - u r b a n ,  a u t h e n t i c  t o u r i s t s  will 

visit the area. Ullrnan (1956) n o t e d  choc for i n t e r a c t i o n  ana 

trade t o  develop be tween  t w o  r e g i o n s  t h e r e  must be demand i n  

o n e  and supply i n  - the otner, s o  ~ n a t  they p a s s e s  

co rnp lementa r i ty .  A s  new d e s t i n a t i o n s  and  a t t r a c t i o n s  e n t e r  t h e  

rnzrKet, however, i n t e r v e n i n g  o c p o r t u n i t i e s  âre always 

d e v e l o p i n g  which  can t r u n z a t e  e x i s t i n g  t ravel  f l o w s .  T h e r e  is  

. - aiso so gaarântee of incerac ï ion  b e w e e n  cwo r eg ions  iI ihe 

d i s t a n c e ,  t i m e  o r  cos t  r e q u i r e d  t o  nake t h e  t r i p  be tween  t w o  

places is  coo grex, c n u s  n o k k g  i rc i î s ferabi l i~y  Inpossible. 

T h e  physical e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h i n  which Corydon Avenue h a s  

ceveio2ea cari be  exomined ssinq t h l s  f r s r n e w c r k .  

I n  Winnipeg,  t h e  I t a l i a n  community h a s  drawn on i t s  own 

r e s o c r c e s  to c s s e r ï  i t s  c ~ l t u r a i  cisr-inciiver,ess arLd ta 

develop a loca l  a t t r a c t i o n .  Although Corydon Avenue's  L i t t l e  

- - - 1  - .  -LGIÿ 5 2 s  serfc-ied G very  i r iporzarLr fiiccricn for the Iie,~~r. 

community, it was o n l y  d u r i n g  the late 1 9 8 0 s  and  e a r l y  1 9 9 0 s  

t chose Emccicfis kâve ûeon refo-maiareci t o  serve 

community a t  large. The cievelopment of Little I t a l y  i n t o  a 

cornercial zrea k a s  c o i n c i a e c  with a dexana  by l oca l  

Winnipeggers  f o r  a d i s t i n c t i v e  s e t t i n g  that i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  

from c h o i r  own home büt accessible ana cheap. Thüs, tne suppiy  

and demand of Corydon Avenue 's  L i t t l e  I t a l y  exists. T h e  

l o c a t i o n  of corr.perricors, however,  i s  aiso very impor toc t  C G  



the success of a destination. 

Osborne V i l l age ,  loca ted  on t h e  south side of t h e  

Ass in iboine  River,  is wi th in  a s h o r t  walking d i s t a n c e  of 

Corydon Avenue's Little Icàly as weil as downcown Winnipeg. 

Osborne V i l l a g e  b e c m e  one of the most dynamic and e c l e c t i c  

shopping tne t n e  

1960s. Today, Osborne Vi l l age  h a s  become the rnost dense ly  

pop;rlâïe3 or;i "3ahenian" z r e c  i n  Wizr,ipe~, xhere the diversi '--  L Y  

cf srna11 bus ine s se s  located i n  t h e  villaqe is matcned by t h e  

C l v e r s i z y  05 ~ e o 2 l e  l i v i n g  and ~ h o p p i ~ i g  i n  che a r e a ,  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  al1 age a n d  socio-economic groups- 

Osborne 

a c t u a l l y  t h r e e  legs of old e s t a b l i s h e d  neiqhborhoods which a r e  

n en- - . . . - . - .  
L;uFG1~r ~~s:sET!~,c:-~ le;care C e s ~ i n ~ ~ i c ~ s  fsr  212-7; AA,. , segger~.  - 

Osborne V i l l a g e  is along one  of the major r o u t e w a y  f o r  nor th  - 

s trong intercepter of  t ravelers  t o  Corydon Avenue, 

Corydon Avenue  is  primarily a r e s t a u r a n t  d i s t r i c t ,  Osborne 

- - V i l l a c e  ce-nits r e s i c e n E s  and v i s i t ~ r s  c c  scrc-i rnro'ugn â 

g r e a t e r  d i v e r s i t y  of srna11 bus inesses ,  a d i v e r s i t y  t h a t  w i l l  

rnake it ixperotivc f3r Corydon Avenue to pronote and r e i n f o r c e  

its distinctive image i n  an increasingly cornpet i t ive 

markecplace. 



Corydon Avenue is very accessible to Winnipeg's 

residential neighborhoods and su r round ingr r iun ic ipa l i t i e s .  Tnis 

was made possible by the development of three b r i d g e s  across 

ïne Assiniboine River early in the century. ïnese i i n k a g e s  riOi 

only made soutn Winnipeg a c c e s s i b l e  to the centra l  sector of 

the cicy, buz alsc accelerated the developme~t of seversi 

residential communities in s o u t h  Winnipeg. Althouçh these 

physiual csporcs z r e  z very inpcrcanrr consiceration when 

discussing ony destination, groups and agencies such as 

ausiness Im?rûveneEt Zones and lourisn Winnipeg play xi 

e q u a l l y  siqnificant role i n  attracting and rnaintaining 

customers through the development, promotion and reinforcement 

- .  c r  z : e  Fxaçe cf a a i s t r i c t ,  

6.3 Business Iniprovement Zones 

important rolo in defining the appearance and image of a 

- .  hnsineçs z ~ s z r i t z .  P büsiness i~.provernenr zcno is ar. 

association cf business p e o p l e  who j o i n  together to promcte 

GEC C * ~ C Z S  2 pcsitive chânoe w i c h i n  z h i r  co*m.non I c c ~ c i o r ~  2- 

a defined corrmercial area (Department ci Environmental 

Planning 1988 ,  1) . The concept, which originated in Toronto in 
the i470sf is baseci on the organiza~ionai mocei of shopping 

malls, which helps to increase each businesses' portion of the 

market share, aliowinq businesses to (1) join toge ïher  to 



market their b u s i n e s s  district; ( 2 )  sponsor progrms and 

e v e n t s  which ennance t h e  a r e a ;  ( 3 )  rnake i aprovements  t c  

p h y s i c a l  amenities; and ( 4 )  have a voice in t he  p o l i t i c a l  

sphere on i s s u e s  cf shared ccncern (P rog res s  Xe-orc of tiie 

Downtown Winnipeg Bus ines s  Improvement Zone 1997,  2 ) .  

. -8 

Business In?rovexeni Zones are f i n a n c e c  t h r ~ u q h  a s p e c l c l  

levy c o l l e c t e d  by t h e  c i t y  in association wi tn  the b ü s i n e s s  

t h e  financial vehicle t o  exert c o n t r o l  over  t he  appearznce and 

b e  used t o  r e - e s t a b l l s h  previously vibrant commercial areas, 

o r  to create excitement around new districts (Department of 

- .  z i i ~ l r s ~ : ~ . e ~ ~ â L  ?larzl iLç 199 ô, 1 1 . 
The Corydon Avenile Business Improvernent Zone has been 

i n d i v i d u a l  basis, n e r c h a n t s  l o c a t e d  on Corydon Avenue have 

occupy, with symbols o f  I t a l i a n  c u l t u r e ,  and are r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  naincaininç ïhaz inage (see Chapter  5 ) .  The  promotion o r~a  

mass marketing of t h a t  image, however, is the responsibility 

of a larger agency, T c u r i s n  Winnipeg. 



6.4 Tourism Winnipeg 

Federal, provincial and locai governments reap seve ra l  

- - - -  ,~~1~110;2s - iTi - LOX - revences from the courism indusïry each year 

(Ad Hoc Cornmittee oE Council on Tourism 1988, 6 In  

r e c q r i i z l n g  t'liis, qcver rnents  have strençtkened tneir t o ~ r l s r n  

activities a n d . p r o g r a m s  i n  o rder  t o  c ap tu re  a greater share of 

i i  ircvol  z?srKet, C z z ~ d i a ~ !  exznples incluae t h e  "Edmonton 

.n icurism a n a  Conventicn Autnority" ând the "Tourism Vancouver" 

agexp v f  c k e  1932s. 

I n  response CO t h e  ç x c e s s  of  these proqrams and o t h e r s  

. . -  s :EL -21  c c  i r e ~ .  ~r~r . - l - - -  d 4 3 : A J ~ ~  P - - -  Car.sda, X l n ~ i  peg Ci;y Cûxncil 

establisheà T o u r i s m  Winnipeq in 1988 as  a non-profit  agency 

- r - ~ 7 , 4 0 4  - -  ,- - T A - '  C - -  I-- L , - . d , d  ,4 ,r,Y,uAL~GL~ t k ~  f r q x e ~ c e c !  t z c r i s x  âdvercisiq a r d  

promctional a c t i v i t i e s  cf t h e  locai tourism i n d u s t r y .  Tourism 

-.-: .- * - * - .  . . - ii-.,iiLegf s ;se-  is zc? i zz re sçe  r k e  ecx.arr ,~c oer ,er ïz  cf tcarisz. 

C G  L.-peg By e f f e c Y  ,ve ly  rnèrketing the c i t y  of  Winnipeg  a s  

â c i e ~ t i ~ a t i o n  f o r  individuals and groups of v i s i t o r s .  T o u r i s m  

-.y : , , ~~; , , , i peq  f o c - x o s  c : ~  r3e n ? e ~ r i q  a û  c3rLventicz narkecs, grcü? 

t Leurs, l e i s u r e  travel a n d  the l oca l  market. 

? ~ r  it s c ~ e r ~ t i ~ z s  , 1 ~ ~ r i s m  R E  ~ G S  forecasc 

revenues of $1 .5  million in 1998, The primary s o u r c e s  of 

revenue are  t h e  ~ a s e  opera~lng br;cçet cf S L l 4  r i i l l i o n  

dollars, ha l f  of which is provided by a fundino agreement with 

che city cf \?innipeg and an equal porticn cf $570, C O 0  f rox  ske 



Provincial Video L o t t e r y  Terminal Economic Development Fund. 

F r i v a t e  sector s o i l r c e s ,  s u c h  as CO-op m a r k e t i n g  v e n t u r e s  and 

m e r c h a n d i s e  sales, will c o n t r i b u t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $396,000 t o  

che o v e r a l l  budgec i n  1998 [Toürisrn Winnipeg 1998,  3 8 )  . 
A l t h o u g h  T o u r i s m  Winnipeg is n o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  p r o d u c t  

ceveloprnent, r i s  nândate is t o  market t h e  c i tÿ  which o c c u x s  in 

a number of ways. For example ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  m a r k e t i n g  v e n t u r e s  

e s ~ z C l i s 5  s t re ïeg ic  c l i i a n c e s  w i t h  zrâcitional and ncn- 

t r a d i t i o n a l  t o u r i s m  p a r t n e r s ,  t h u s  a l l o w i n g  Tour i sm Winn ipeg  

Cc> inzioccce new rriarketir,g p r o g r a i i s  arid expand existing mes 

t h r o u g h  p a r t n e r s h i p  buy-in proqrams ( T o u r i s m  Winnipeg 1998,  

One r e s u l t  of t h e s e  p a r t n e r s h i p  b u y - i n  programs is  

ne igkborhooc  'croc:?,ures, f cil c o l o r  pocket Droch i re s  p r o n o r i n g  

Winnipegr s u n i q u e  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  These b r c c h u r e s  i n c l u d e  a 

. . 
s % r t  5esz rF - ï i cz  s=f ciifforerx Winr2peq n e q n b û r h o o d s ,  suzk 2 s  - -. 
Corydcn iWenue ( F i g u r e  1 7  ) , and a map of t b e i r  l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  

- ,-, Che cicy 1,: i g u r c  13) , The b r o c h u r e  c l e â r l y  pcrxays Cory5ofi 

Avenue as a n  area w i t h  a l - l e d i t e r r a n e a n  ambiance  enhanced  by 

c o 7 0 r f - d  r e s i a g r a n ; s  and  s i d e w a l k  cafes, ~ o u c i q u e s  a n a  s to res  

a n d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t r e e t s c a p e .  T h e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  the European 

1 a m o s p h e r e  of Corydcn Avenue w i t h  suropeân â t r r a c t i o z s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  P a r i s ,  Athens and Rome, a p p e a l s  t o  p o t e n t i a l  

v i s i t o r s ,  w n o  c â n  now e x p e r i e n c e  a European- type  s e t t i n g  i h ~ ~  



r d  s i d i j w  five minutes h m  downrown Winnipeg! 
Corydon Avenue cxplods wirh colourfùi restaurants 
and sidewdk cafa. inreraring boutiques and scores 
for the discriminacing shopper. 

Wirh flowen lining die srreer and hanging baskeo 
blooming on curn-of-the-century gaslighci, Corydon 
Avenue succeeds in crearing a klrdirerranean 
aunosphere. whether it's srrolling down m avenue in 
Paris. visiring a s i d d  cafe in Athens or enjoying an 
acruai recreîcion of a pi= from Rome. 

J u r  park the car, cake 3 taxi or corne bv bus - chen 
make -us way on b r  dong 3ie wide m-lined sidewaiks 
and pax dl die shops, boutiques and restaurants! 

Thcre 's  enr r r ra inmenr  o n  C o r y d o n  a lmosr  
every day of die wcck for die wholr year. Whether ir's 
dance o r  music or n hshion  weekend. Corydon 
encertains d l  visicors in crue blcditerranean cuscorn. 
Welcome ro the Mrdicermran side . . . welcome co 
Corydon ,\venus! 

Figure  17. Promotion of Corydon Avenue in Tourism Winnipeg 
Neighborhood Brochures 



-m D o w n c o w n  ;aPPsl 01d ~t-vital  

Exchanpe Districf Corydon Avenue 

.$ North  ri Norvvood Grove 

Selkirk Avenue ~m Osborne V i l l a g e  

:a West E n d  Ad Osborne South 

Figure 18. Business Inprovernent Zones in Winnipeg 
Scurce: T o u r i s r n  Wiznipeg Neigh~ornood a r o c h u r e s  



is very accessible, 

Tourism Winnipeg has also e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  I n t e r n e t  web 

sire'. T h i s  page, X n k e a  CO a n o t h e r ,  called Winnipeg: City 

Sidewalks ,  i n t r o d u c e s -  t h e  neighborhoods of Winnipeg, 

porcraying ~ n e m  as c x i t u r a l l y  d i v e r s e ,  ezch w i t h  a d i c c i n c t  

f l a v o r  and a d i a n c e  . Corydon Avenuer s representat i o n  i n  the 

s i t e  zan je seen i n  F i ç u r e  19, üchizh aqoin  prgmoces z;?e 

Mediterraneân ambiance of the district w i t h  its e t h n i c a l l y  

f,;lemeU s k p s ,  restaurants, c~isi-e, cux ioor  ~ i s c r o s ,  a ~ d  

c a f e s ,  al1 enhanced with a n  a t t r a c t i v e  photograph encourag ing  

Several t o u r i s t  quides marke t  Corydûn Avenue i n c l u d i n g  

"Passport" magazine, which is produced semi -annua l ly .  I n  t h e  

dis t r ic ts .  I t  is a l s o  possible f o r  industry partners to work 

distinct area or a s p e c t  of the tourism industry. 

merchants and Tourism W i n n i p e g  have e s t a b l i s h e d ,  reinforceci 

42à promoted t e  irnage of Coryàcn Aveme as  an I t a i i a n  

commercial shopping district, However, t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  a n  

T o t r r i s m  Winnipeg c a n  be found  on t h e  world wide web a t  
3 t i p :  //-VPAW. cmrisrnwinnipeg .ri ca . 



This area gets its distinctive cultural flavour from the Mediterranean immigrants wl 
opened their shops and restaurants on the avenue. When the sumrner sun shines dow 
on Corydon Avenue, people fil1 the sidewalks as they move arnong the antique shop 

and gift boutiques. The many outdoor bistros and cafes that line the avenue are a grei 
place to sit and people-watch while you enjoy a kothy cappuccino and some of the be 

Italian food this side of Rome. For more information, contact the Corydon Avenue 
Business Improvement Zone (BE)  783-5959 

F i g u r e  19. Promotion of Coqdon Avenue on the W o r l d  W i d e  W e b  
saxrce: ,~rism Wimipeg  Weo S F i e  



I t a l i a n  Street f e s t i v a l ,  Fes ta  I t a l i a n a ,  w a s  the conception of 

t h e  Sons of  I t a l y  I t a l i a n  Lodge, a n  I t a l i â n  a s scc i a t i on  i n  rhe 

c i t y .  To a  g r e a t  extent ,  Festa Italiana was patterned after 

fesrivâls anc exn ib i t i ons  arid ethnic cornnunity f e s i i v a l s  i n  

r u r a l  Manitoba, a brief discuss ion  of which follows. 

6 . 5  Rural Festivals and Exhibitions 

T h e  abundant c u l t u r a l  resources  of Manitoba are r e f l e c t e d  

in che srovince's w i c i e  ranqe of theaïers, a r t  qalleries, 

museums, c r c P ~ e o l o g i c a l l h i s t o r i c  sites, attractions, festivals, 

. .. . 
fairs, e:-:-r imxicns ana speclal evonIïs. Xanicû i se '  s e c s r ~ i c  

diversity is represented in a  v a r i e t y  of cultural and social 

- i c n L r ~ c t i ~ ~ ~  szC evefits i 5 r 3 ~ g k o ~ t  c h  prcvizce ( ;o1~risz 

Developmerit Strateqy for Manitoba Vol. 3, 3 3 0 ) .  

. - .  Cvo;?ts c l z s s ~ r ~ e j  as festivcls and exRiSitLons zre 

special events t h a t  occur annually, evzluated on the basis of 

- -n . . L,,eir = i z e  2 ~ - 5  -,he ~ h ? . ~  bVLiQL - Y :  I - L Y ,  as Lncicxee by -~-is~tacLoii ~3 

financial s t a t i s t i c s  . F e s t i v a l s  i n  r u r a l  M a n i t o b a  are  verÿ 

p c p i a r  atn civerse a 8  c f fe r  cfi extrenely i zpc r tac r  t o ~ r i s ~  

resource .  Many of these f e s t i v a l s  are based on p a r t i c u l a r  

e t h i c  c r  og r i cu l - 1  ,im!, tnernes of  Local s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

P a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  e t h n i c  f e s t i v a l s  are the Canadian 

National C k r a n i a n  f e s t i v a l  a ï  Dauphin;  the Gimli Iceiancic 

f e s t i v a l ;  the Fete Franco at La Broquerie, as well as the  

Sïeinbach P i o n e e r  Days h i g h l l g h t i n g  t h e  M e n n o n i t e  set t lenexs  



i r i  Manitoba. O t h e r  festivals are based on themes derived from 

agriculture such  as the Morcien Corn and A2ple  Festival, 2nd 

the Manitoba Sunflower Festival in Altona. Festivals in 

Ncrchern Mzniacoba ref lect  chat creaf s history a n d  econoxic 

livelihood and include Thompson Nickel Days, York Boat Days a t  

Norwzy house, che Trappes's festival ana O p a s q u i a  I n d i a n  Zays 

a t  the Pas, and the Flin Flon Trout Festival. In addition, 

r h e r e  are festivâls based cn more 'ri-mcilrous themes i n c h d i n q  

the Canadian Turtle Derby ât 3oissevain, the Frog Follies at 

SC.  X e r r e  and t h e  Mani f  s Mule Derby  dâys. Most of ihese 

events last for a few days  t o  a week a n d  feature a variety of 

attracticns s u c h  as ethnic m u s i c  and dancing, local cuisine, 

hari,dicrafts, contests and garnes ( T o u r i s m  Deveïopment Strategy 

C-, "-F.'--i-9a Y-' -. - .. - iu~c.-- -L b-. 2 ,  3 - 4 ) .  

6 . 6  Winnipeg's ~ t h n i c / C o m r n u n i t y  Festivals 

f e s t i v a l s  that can L=e cornpared ta r'airs held ir! rurai  

- 7 c ~ n ~ ~ i i c i ê s .  -Fie rnosr s i p i f  icâzc com~ii:initjr feszivzis ne12 ir- 

Winnipeg are the Festival du Voyageur, a winter festival 

organizec! by the French community of St. Boniface, whose 

ciisplays cf French c i i l ~ u r e  Feacure acg-slea races a n c  huge ice 

sculptures, a n d  Folklorama, Winnipegr s major s m e r  festival, 

which features curr,erous pavillons ihroughout t h e  city, esch cf 



which is associated with a specific ethnic group. The 

pavilions offer  visuâl displays and aemonstrations of art and 

handicrafts, live entertainment and ethnic cuisine (Tourism 

Developmer,~ Strategy for Manitoba Volume 3, 3 4 4 1 .  Srnalier 

festivals nave been and will continue to be held in Winnipeg, 

incluàing " ~ 2 s t a  I r a l i a n a " .  

6 . 7  Festa Italiana 

T h e  image of Corydon Avenue as an ethnic enclave 

n a r k e t i n q  e c h r ~ i r  3 o d  a a  proa~czs leci CO the i n c e p t i v n  of az 

I t a l i a n  Street festival by the Sons of I t t l l y  I t a l i a n  

in rhe city and Little Italy on Corydon Avenue. A two-day 

8locks of Corydon Avenue betxeen Daly and Cockburn streets. 

- - ine c r g c r ~ i z e r s  hzped to a c t r x z  1 0 , 2 3 9  p e q k  xo the e v e x ,  

but summer-1F ke temperatures, the absence of an admission 

people a~tending t h e  fes t iva l .  

- The ~ t a l i z n .  axtheniiciiÿ of the fescivai was enccarâse5 

by the provision of Gela ti, wine-making demonstrations, wine-  

tasting exhibits, G U ~ ~ O O ~  dining and B-3-Q, cappuc~ino, 

lasagna, live outdoor music, bicycle races and outdoor 

. . 
na~rcuts. Special pemissim g r a l e c i  from the Liquor C ~ n t r o l  



Commission allowed beer and w i n e  t o  be served on t h e  street. 

F* me B i g g e s t  p r o b l e m  w a s  noise cornplaints f rom imtediate 

n e i g h b o r s  because o u t d o o r  music w a s  p l a y e d  u n t i l  m idn igh t .  

ïhere were also corn~lairxs abccc a l a c k  û f  p a r k i n g .  Adjacent 

streets w e r e  l i n e d  w i t h  cars s p o r t i n g  parking t i cke t s .  Many 

were towed away. &lso, in rnany of the back lones  surrou~dinq 

Corydon Avenue ,  r e s i d e n t s  wimessed v i s i t o r s  u r i n a t i n g  o n  

c r iva te  p rc?e r~ ies ,  p a r t i c u l a r i y  d e t a c h e a  garages. T h e  

p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e s e  a c t s  w a s  no  doubt a r e s u l t  of i n c r e a s e d  

aIcohciic co~s~xp~ior. 02 ï h e  streeï that weekenci ( v c n  

S t a c k e l b e r g  1 9 9 8 ) .  

The  W i n n i p e g  media were s u p p o r t i v e  of t h e  Fssta I t a l i z n a .  

- c i t i  ' LE -,he Xin-yipoç Free  Press, nowspaper a r + -  ,,,-es ,- ,,ec 

" F a b u l o a s  Festâ Feve r"  (Winnipeg  F r e e  Press 19 S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 9 )  

- * m -  \\-' ~c Sccc  L o r à  ~ L S Z  ~e icâlian" <';t'isr.iper; rree Fress 24 

September 1 9 8 9 )  reflected t h e  p o s i t i v e  r e v i e w s  a n d  s u c c e s s  o f  

1 zhe fcst~va,. One a r z i c l e  r r p c r t e c  a conplain1 5 ÿ  ner rbers  cf 

t h e  Winnipeg  C i t y  P o l i c e  F o r c e  that o n e  c o n s t a b l e  was minaing 

kis owr, b u c i r ~ s s  when E R  e i e e r l y  wmsn c m e  cp ta h in  cnc5 gcve 

his b u t t  a p i n c h .  A n i c e  I t a l i a n  t c u c h ,  eh? (Winn ipeg  Free 

P r e s s  1 9  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 9 )  . O b v i o u s l y ,  a favorable imaqe o f  t h e  

f e s t i v a l  and Italiac culture were d i s s e m i n a t e d  tc ~ k e  

cornmunity a t  l a r g e .  

T h e  success o f  t h e  f e s t i va l  i n  i t s  first year l ed  t o  t a l k  



of expansion from two to eight blocks where carnival rides 

wol~ld be centralized and more than one beer garder, 

established. Italian owned and operated businesses instantly 

received exposure and Coryacn Avenue cbrainea recognition and 

respectability. However, the voucher system employed at the 

festival, xhich required v i s i t o r s  to purchase vourhers on cke 

Street in order to buy a meal from any merchant participating 

in zht f e s c i - ~ o l ,  led CC c m f l i c t  between zne Sons cf ICsly 

Lodge and  some Corydon Street m e r c h a n t s .  Some cf rhe l a t t e r  

. - jelieveu zhey were i n c x r i n g  ali che c ~ s t s  and shoclia 5 x 3  

made more i-mediate profits by selling meals directly ta 

v l s i t c r s  as s m e  C l 2 ,  rzcher z n a ~  Iriaving a F e r c e x a c e  cf 

p r o f i t s  remitted back to them from t h e  Sons of Italy Lodçe. 

- .  
A x ; o  s c ~ e z ~ i a l  f z r  scenorrLic anci social b e n e f i c s  e z i l s x 3  

if the focris of these norrhants could have been directed away 

f rom a purely business and development approach to a more open 

ar,5 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r , i r , y - û r i e r x e r j  a-prsach 9:hici-i viewec r he  fescivâi X S  

the developnent and promotion of Corydon Avenue as a resocrce 

F h *  C C  ,,, fïxre 2 s  c p 9 x e d  CG SE c p p o r t m i t y  f c r  short-ze--. 

econornic gain. Unresolved difierences between these merchants 

and the S c ~ s  of I t a l y  Lcu'g? led to the relocation ~f the FeçZa 

I t a l i a n a  in its second year to the Forks National Historic 

Site. 

In its second year the Fes ta  I t a l i a n a  was expanded to a 



o n e  week event ending in a grand finale weekend from September 

7 Z' Co 9 t h  centered at the Forks b u t ,  which a lso  irrcluied 

events held throughout t h e  city s u c h  as a n  I t a l i a n  film 

fesïival ac che Winnipeg A n  G a l l e r y ,  f a s h i o n  snows, a n a  food 

f a i r s  a t  rnalls a c r o s s  t h e  c i t y .  Hcwever, t h e  move meant a l o s s  

of exposure f ~ r  Corydon Avenue C o  many thousands of people and 

the l o s s  o f  hundreds of thousands of d o l l a r s  i n  a d v e r t i s h n g  

I n  a n  a t t e m p t  to c a p i t a l i z e  c n  the success o f  t h e  1 9 5 3  

Festz  I t a l i a n a ,  the Corÿàcz Avenue screec rterci iar?ts i z i ed  CO 

r e p l i c a t e  the f e s t i v a l  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  August of 1490. N o t  b e inq  

w a s  r e s p o r i s i b l e  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  the I t a i i a n  p a v i l i o n s  a t  

sarne two w e e k s  that FoIklorarna was being held in nopes of 

s t ree t  f e s t i va l  with a theme s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of a F o l k l o r â n a  

- 1  p a v ~ ~ i c r , .  

T h e r e  seems t o  D e  a c o n s e n s u s  w i t h i n  W i n n i p e g ' s  Itslian 

H i n e  a& Roses", did n o t  u t i l i z e  many of the f a c t o r s  which 

- aàaed a n  âut,her,r,ic ~ t a l i z r i  f h v o r  t c  t h e  f e s t i v a l .  Sever21 

members of  t h e  I t a l i a n  community w e r e  a l s o  u n w i l l i n g  t o  

discuss  in cetaii Dut c o n f i - m e d  t n x  ~ r q à l c  a e ~ c s  by ce r t a in  



organizers of t h e  Corydon street f e s t i v a l  in 1 9 9 1  a n d  the 

s e n s a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of several problems with the festival 9y 

the various Winnipeg media stunted the growth of the festival 

throughout ~ i i e  1 5 9 0 ~ ~  -as x e l l  as parcialiy t a r n i s h i n q  Che 

image of the Italian community i n  the city. 

~eânwhile, the Scns of Italy fescival at the Forks l a s z e c  

only f c r  three y e a r s ,  e n d i n g  in 1 9 9 3  when the F o r k s  was 

Any potential c o o p e r a t i o n  between the Sons of I t a l y  Lodge and  

che Coryacn Avenue screet m e r c h a n ~ s  i r i  t h e  f u t r i r e  does noc 

seem l i k e l y  because of the confirmation by many involved in 

che o r ~ ü r ~ i z c r i m  cf c e  r^estivals zhat i h e r e  rernai~s zhe 

presence of several uncooperative merchants who were located 

unlikely althcugh visitzttion levels have remained constant on 

6 .8  Discussion and Silmm;lrv 

t r e n d s  i n  the t o u r i s m  industry. ft csnsidered the ways i n  

which W i n n i p e g ' s  physical e n v i r o r m e n ï  has had a significant 

impact on the desire and a b i l i t y  of people from W i n n i p e g ' s  

resiàenticl colmiinities and surroundir ig  nunicipalities to 

f r e q u e n t  L i t t l e  Italy. It has also evaluated the role o f  



different groups and agencies in the development and promotion 

of an irnage for Corydon Aveniie as an ethnic enclave, one whicn 

markets Italian food and products and has spawned an Italian 

srreet f escival rizneci 'Tes ta  ïtaliana". 

There is no doubt that part of the attraction of 

traveling is to see different lanàscâpes ond observe m d  ieern 

more about "foreign" cultures and ways of life. A desire by 

. iztro-iirbari cctheritic toüriscs fron Xinnipegf  s r e s i a e n x z ~  

communities and surrour~dinq municipalities to visit Corydon 

Aver-ae's L i ~ i l ~  italy, ~ a i r r o n i z e  e shops anc ezgulf 

themselves in Italian culture has been encouraged by the 

5eï~elspmonr;  an5 reinfcrcenerx of che l zaye  cf L i t c l e  I c à l y  as 

an authentic representation ûf Itâly and Italian culture 2nd 

1 i f e s z ÿ l e .  ' i i s i i c ~ s  c s  Corycior, Avenzer s Liizle Italÿ zxe 

enqâging in authenticity tourism, experienci~g "Italian" 

. - . . 7 -  k i r  C S  r ~ a x c t r ~ r  of u u l e ÿ r c l  1 . .  v i s i z ~ t i ~ ~ i ,  

r a t ez  are made possi~le by physical accessibility. 



CHAPTERSEVEN 

THE EVOLUTIONARY CYCLE OF A C-CIAL ETEINIC ENCLAVE 

Many models have b e e n  f o r m u l a t e d  t o  c o n c e p t u a l i z e  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  ranging Zrom the economic Cevelopmenir of a riasion 

( R o s t o w  1960)  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of a tourist d e s t i n a t i o n  

( r s e  9 3  ar j c le r  L96G) . Althougi i  these rnoceis cre 

similar  i n  that they al1 employ  a basic "S" c u r v e ,  none  

zccresses ;Le c o ~ n ~ e r c i â l  a n a  courist cevelopmerx of the e c i s i c  

enclave .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  f i r s c  r o v i e w s  models of develcprnent 

- 
iypes,  zrie-r~ r r o p c s e s  a new noce1 r o r  z5e c o n . x e r c l ~ l  

devoiopment of a d e s t i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  l o c a l  scale based on t h e  

~ c ~ ~ m i '  - '  - .  - - . .  
. L , . , ~ : ~ i c ~ ~ i ~ f i  of e < ? , z i ~ i i ÿ .  Wir; .nipeqrs  s l t t i e  ~ t o ~ y  1 s  ~:' .cT,  

examinod i n  ternis af t h i s  model. 

7.1 The Models 

iloveloping c o u n t r i e s  i n  e v e r y  reg ion  h a v e  a common 

nv- 
- . -  y,icriry: ic i - c r c ~ s e  x e l r  ,ove; û f  e c c n m i c  6eve;opr.ent. T5c 

international t rade  approach calls f o r  a c o u n t r y  t o  iaentify 

k s  C i s i k z ~ i v e  o r  ü r L i p e  ecozorLz o s s e c s  ârLd p rcmcze  e c o - x i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t  by concentrating scarce r e s o u r c e s  Lnto t h e  

expe~sion of i c s  Q i s i i ~ c ~ l v e  l o c c i  I f i dus t r i es .  The soies cf 

t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  i n  t h e  world m a r k e t  bring f u n d s  i n t o  t h e  

c o x i ï r y  ihâc c a n  ~e u s e a  t o  f i n e n c e  oxner deve ïop rne rx  

p r o j e c t s .  

A leadinq advocate of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade àpproach 



w a s  W.W. Rostow,  who proposed a f ive s t a g e  model of e c o n o m i c  

developnent i n  the i 9 5 0 ~  Daseà or, the European  and  North 

American  e x p e r i e n c e ,  The f i rs t  step i n  R o s t o w r s  model is t h e  

traditional society i n  - w h i c n  c c o u n t r y  h a s  n o t  yet s ca r t e c  c 

p r o c e s s  of econornic  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  c o n t a i n s  a v e r y  

hiqh p e r c e n c â g e  of p e o p l e  e n g a g e d  i n  agricuiture a n a  a h i g n  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n a t i o n a l  wealth a l l o c a t e d  t o  wha t  h e  c a l l s  

88 n o î ~ p r o c i ü c ~ i v e "  c c t i v i t i e s ,  s i izh âs niiitary ond r e X g i o n .  

Next is t h e  preconditions £or take-off, i n  w h l c h  the 

p r o c e s s  of economic aeveioprnent begins when a n  e l i r e  çroup of  

p e o p l e  l n i t  iates i n n o v a t i v e  econornic  a c t i v i t i e s  . Under  the 

k f l s e ~ c e  of  ~ h e s e  well-ed~cà~ed l e a d e r s ,  che c o u n t r y  s t o r t s  

t o  invest i n  net1 t e ch~o loqy  a n d  i n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  such as 

ult imately w i l l  s t i m u l a t e  a n  F n c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  I n  t h e  

take-off s z a ç e ,  r a p i d  çrowth  I s  qezerëcec! i n  a linireci n:;r;ber 

of economic â c t i v i t i e s ,  s u c h  âs t e x t i l e s  o r  food p r o d u c r s .  

become productive, while o t h e r  s e c t o r s  of t h e  economy r e m a i n  

aorninaced by t r a à i t i o n e l  prcccices. 

A s  t h e  drive to maturity o c c u r s ,  modern  t e c h n o l o g y  

previously c o z f i n e d  C O  a f e w  t a k e - o f f  i n d u s t r i e s ,  aiffuses CO 

a wide variety of  i n d u s t r i e s ,  w h i c h  t h e n  exper ience  rapid 

growth conpârâble t o  t h e  tâke-off iriaastries. Worke r s  become 



more s k i l l e d  a n d  special ized.  I n  t h e  f i f t h  stage, the age of 

mass consumption, the economy s h i f t s  f r o m  production of neavy 

industry, such as s t e e l  and power, t o  consumer goods, such as 

motor vehic les  and rer ' r igerators  (Rostow 1 9 6 0 ) .  S i n c e  this 

model is a  model of more t r a d i t i o n a l  economic developrnent, 

there  i s  no analysir of Roscow's nodel visa-v is  rrourisrn. 

The  f i r s t  mode1 t o  descr ibe t h e  prccess of a t o u r i s t  

- - C r -  

a r e s ' s  evoI ; l t im  ;das zhar, cr Walcer C n r i s t e l l e r  Ir! L Y G L  

C h r i s t a l l e r ' s  mcdel, mcst re levant  t o  Eurspean t o u r i s t  areas ,  

doscribes c e s c i n s t i o n s  cs e v o l v i n g  from ur i toucnec anc u n i x x z l  

p l a c e s  t o  p laces  t h a t  a r e  sought ou t .  Once v i s i t a t i o n  

L x r c a s e s  253 -,ne desc izx io r ,  becones f a s h i m a b l e ,  a e v e l c p ~ . x c  

of i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  occurs and corrmercial i n t e r e s t s  take over. 

. . ..ks visz- ,ac l r ,n  c ç i x i n u e s  c3  i zx roase,  rhcse xhc  se& recreacicn 

stoy away and, once the area becomes ezplo i ted  by t o u r i s t  

zqoncies of fe r ing  "package-rate t ravel ing par t ies" ,  t h e  e l i t e  

- 7  
. . - .  ,~clrc ~ ~ 3 1 ~ s  S S C ~  ~ ) i x e s .  X.;ci7;rai o r  z u l ï u r a l  x ~ r i i t i e s  t k - ~ t  

were responsible for the or ig ina l  popular i ty  of t h e  

~ e s c l n â t i c z ,  soor, becone displaceci a ~ c !  d o t e r i c r z t e  

(ChrFstal ier  1963 ) . 
T h e  mode1 t h a t  has attracted the  most a t t e n t i o n  and 

incorporaies rhe most fac tors ,  hoi-iever, i s  a s i x  stage mo3e1 

developed by But le r  (Figure 2 ) .  H i s  model's first s t age ,  the 

exploration scage, sees sporacic  and lirnitea v i s i t a t i o n  cc a 



destination where there are no specif ic  facilities provided 

f o r  visitors, thus the use of local. facilities and contact 

w i t h  local residents is high. The physical fabr ic  and social 

niiieu of the of che area is unchânged by tourism and rhe 

and d e p a r t u r e  tourists are insignificant the 

ecorLonic m a  sociol i i f e  of pemanent residects. 

This stage is followed by an involvement stage d u r i n g  

vriich nlrnbers ,:f v ï s i c o r s  iricreâsê and a s s m e  some regalarizy. 

Local residents begin to provide facilities for v i s i t o r s  and 

csn tacr  between the locais and visitors rernains h i q h .  Soxe 

aàver t i s ing  occurs, a n  initial market area f o r  t o u r i s t s  is 

~efi202 cric -nu-:  ,, ,,SC seassri m e r g e s .  A weil-aefined cssrïs-, . . 

m a r k e t  ares a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  third stage, t h e  development stage. 

. . As zr-r-ls stage F r q r e s s e s ,  I oc s i  iri-..~oiverri.enr ana cos?sz-31 of  

develcprnent decline râpibly. Sorne locally p r c v i d e d  facilities 

Uisappear  and are replaced by l a r g e r  and more up-to-date 

- . - .  rac:,rties proviceci Sy  e:*:i-ernal c r ~ a r ~ i z a t i c n s  for  visi;,-r 

âccornmodation. Natural a n d  cultural attractions are  developed, 

- - xcrketec a r i i  sup?lexerxed by  ricin-made inpor tec  facilities.  ne 

physical appearance of the area changes, tcurist pea ks a r e  

hioh, inpsrted lanour is ütilizea a r~d  a u x i l i a r y  Lâc i l i t  ies 

appear . 
In the fourth stage, the consolidation stage, the rate of 

increase i n  na*ers of visitors declines büt total numbers 



s t i l l  i n c r e a s e ,  and total visitor numbers exceed the number of 

permanent  residents. The area's economy is becoming s t r o n q l y  

tied t o  t o u r i s m ,  m a r k e t i n g  and advertising are w i d e  r e a c h i n g  

a n a  efforts are maae to extenti the visitor season and zarkec 

area. Peak numbers of v i s i t o r s  are reached i n  the f i f t n  s t a g e ,  

t h e  stagnation s t â g e ,  ana  t h e  ârect has a weil e s c â b l i s k e d  

image b u t  is no longer in f a s h i o n .  There i s  a heavy r e l i a n c e  

on re-ect  visizzcion. 

The final stage in Butler's mode1 is the decline s t a q e ,  

. . vnich occürs whec t h e  area is nct able t o  conpeïe wiih newer 

a t t r a c t i o n s  and faces a spatially and numerically declining 

- . . - xzrkcr. -t Ls r ~ c  isnqer c e x g  xsec rcr L m $ - s t a y  vacazicrers 

b u t  is used increasingly for weekend o r  day t r i p s  if it is 

a c c e s s i ~ l e  z c  a l o r q e  narkei. Rejuvenation xay occcr  5cz cc;;; 

with e complete change in the a t t r a c t i o r ~ s  on  which I t s  t o ~ r i s m  

apseal I s  nasea i 5 x f e r  I W O ) .  

The direction of t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  c u r v e  a f t e r  t h e  p e r i c a  of 

- - scz;r~czim is open ta severai izter2rezacicms which i n c - x e  r 

redeveloprnent of an attraction which could generate ronewed 

i n z e r e s i  a-t-C e x p a n s i o n  [Curve A j .  N"riior rodificczion 52c  

adjustment t o  c a p a c i t y  levels and c o n t i n u e d  p r o t e c t i o n  of 

r e s c u r c e s ,  might ailcm growth  at a much reauceu râïe (Lzrve 

B )  . A r e a d j u s t m e n t  t o  meet a l1  c a p a c i t y  levels would  e n a b l e  a 

more s t a b l e  l e v e l  of  v i s i t a t i o n  to be naintained a f t e r  t h e  a n  



initial readjustment downwards (Curve C) . Cont inüed overuse of 
resmrces, non-replacement of a g i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a n a  

decreasing competitiveness w i t h  other areas would result i n  

ihe m a r k e t  àec l ine  (Crrrve D )  . Fi~aily, t h e  in~erverxicn of 

war, disease, crime and natural catastrophic events will 

r o s a i t  i n  an ikcrnediâte decline i n  nlmbers cf visiiors (Curve  

E) (Butler 1980,  11). 

Butler notes that not  a l i  areas experience the stages cf 

- zhe cycle as c l ea r lÿ  3 s  x h e r s .  I n  zszy cases, cire er,plcrz- , icz 

and involvement stages are of  minimal significance, if t h e y  

- .  âre  c reserx  E-, si-, a113 the cieveloprrient s tage becornês the r e o l  

commencêment of the cycle. I n  other cases, the l a t t e r  stages 

c;? z'no c y c l e  are mxe sig~iflcanc, becailse of rhe i rr ,pi i tat iar ,s  

w n i c h  they hold f o r  tourism i n  general and for the p l a n n i n g  

- cnci z z r ~ ~ ç c ~ e ~ ï  ST r x r i s t  zroas in û ~ r c i c x l a r  (Zitler 3). 

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  shape of the curTre may v a r y  for dif ferent areas, 

reflecting variations i n  such f a c t o r s  as ra te  of development, 

n;;lr:>ers cf vis i ta rs ,  s s  gcverr,rier,t policies z?xi 

numbers of ccmpeting areas (Butler 1980,  11). 

e s ,  Rosro-.ifs artia Christaller's rnoaels are s in i l c r  

i n  several ways. Al1 argue tha t  a country o r  destinâtion i s  i n  

one cf severâi ssztges of the àevelopnerit process. Further, CO 

r e m a i n  cornpetitive, changes i n  international consumer 

preferences, r z a r k e t i n g  s t ra tegies  and the product i t s e l f ,  for 



Christaller and Butler the tourist destination, and for 

Rostow, production e-rigiceering and design technologies, musc 

be addressed, 

7 -2  A Mode1 of E t h n i c  -Commercialization 

Neither Christaller's nor Butlerr s noael consider the 

scale and unique characteristics involved in the 

coniierciaIizacion of a local destinaticn based on the 

marketing of ethnicity. Therefore, a five-stage model of 

- - = x r L i c  c o x ! ~ e r c i a i i z a t i o n  is proposed âc t h i s  poix. The r.cU11 

attempts to address pertinent issues i n  the development, 

growin an8 ~ r m m z i c r ,  cf these areas (Figure 2 9 )  . 
In the first stage of the rnodel, the stage of ethnic re- 

location is charâccerizec by t he  re-locction sf an e c h ~ i c  

grmp from its homeland to new settlernent areas, Cultural 

grcxss  exyerience borh '"usn" fac tors ,  s f t e n  f a c i n g  aciverse 

economic and/or social conditions in their homeland, 

~ .a t ivcc i r , g  chem ta leave, ana "püll" f ac tûrs ,  enccuraqizg 

their settlement in new locations- Advantages for bath 

receivizq coucr r ios  and im~igrànc groups  appear dxring t5is 

relocation process . 
Upon entry into new societies, however, immigrant qroups 

enzer the stage of ethnic discrimination. iiere they face 

discrimination and a poor public image in the host country, 

wherner deserved Gr not, because of the location of their 



APPUCATION OF A HYPOTHEïlCAL MODEL OF ETHNIC 
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Figure 2 0 .  Application of a Hypothetical Mode1 of Ethnic 
Commercialization ta Winnipegt s Italian Community 



homeland and jobs held i n  n e w  se t t l ement  areas. Nevertheless, 

as these imrnigranc çroups often aid the development of nost 

s o c i e t i e s ,  t h e i r  e n t r y  and s e t t l emen t  is accepted, a l b e i t  

r e l u e t a n t  iy. I n  response t o  c h e i r  e x c l u s i o n  f r o m  rnainstrezrll 

soc ie ty ,  immigrants rely on  farnily a n d  friends . f rom their 

h m o i a n d ,  settli~q ccijacent t o  crie a n o t h e r  and  p rov id i rq  

mutual a id  and a s e n s e  of s e c u r i t y  i n  a ha r sh  s o c i a l  and 

W .  e c v m ~ i c  e n v i r c ~ n e x ,  SC+ -,LC ' discr icrs  Es--, a c t  ES r e c e i v k q  

areas for future immigrants and help them adjust t o  r i ew 

csr .c i t icns ,  At t h i s  stage i m x i g r a n t s  are o f t e n  cut off r ' r o m  

the s o c i a l  and economic b e n e f i t s  ava i l ab fe  ta t h e  cornmunity at 

; z ~ c  2riC o f c e n  fzcc r e s u i c c i v e  çoverrmms policies. 

I n  t h e  s tage of ethnic acceptance t h e  voices o f  immigrant 

GrcLcs ~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ t i ~ ~  d ~2 sroserve cheir x n i q ~ ~ e  i 5 e z t i t y  in forelsr- 

sccieties becorne recognized by government bodies ,  g e n e r a l l y  a t  

the federal and provincial l eve l s .  A growing recogn i t io r ,  of 

r5o x n i q ~ e  ice~tirles af these groups o c m r s  throuqhout  c k e  

host society. 

The stage of ethnic expression/conmiercia1ization allows 

hzigrznt groilps ta a i s p l a y  tneir ethrric trzciitions c ai, --. 

i n c r ea s ing ly  r e g u l a r  basis. Cornrnunity members f r o m  s e v e r a l  

generat ions i z i t i o t e  the express ion ,  promotim 2nd 

comrnercialization of c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t i e s  through market ing 

-- goods and proaucts a s soc i a t ed  w i t h  cheir group. 115s 



c o m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  o f t e n  ref lected t h r o u g h  o r i g i n a l  

s e t t l e r n e n t  areas becorning cornmerc ia l  e t h n i c  d i s t r i c t s  where 

expressions of c u l t u r a l  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  become m a t e r i a l i z e d  

~ h r o u s h  che 1â-n-dscape -of hcst societies. The f m c c i c n s  cf 

o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  areas also change as inmigrants  have  now 

- oDt2ine.J  an Incressing C,TCU~': 01 s o c i a l ,  e d r r c a t i o n a l ,  

o c c u p a t i o n a l ,  econcrnic and  r e s i d e n t i a l  mobility. 

::isitcrs r s  ihese r e 7 d y  ccim..êrcicLized etkriic âreas 

t r â v e l  t o  c e l e b r a t e  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  and are therefore 

3 e ~ q a ç i r , g  ir, ' e  r i s .  3x sirice v l s i t o r s  r3 

t5ese dis t r i c t s  m o s t l y  o r i g i n a t e  f rom t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  

. . n i ~ i ~ ~ ? s ~ r t â ~  ü =?iey zre 2133 izvû;ve.S iz "- m t r z - u r b x  

70urisrn."  Thcs, t h e y  may be  describeci as I n t r a - u r h n  

- - . . tt - - b - z x e r z  x x v T  4 ~ S t l r l S i S .  Xsre brsac,;t, 5 s  cescriptic-. 

iricreasinqly r e f l e z t s  che conimodif ica t ion cf c u l t u r e  and the 

- .  . - -  Y - - - - . .  . 
1 L:T',lf~xqh 2 '""1 ---'- - -- , ,AE , ~s-1: r u - ~ u - c -  

e x p e r i e n c e  i s  purchcsed. 

The  f i n a l  s tage of the mode1 i s  t h e  stage of  ethnic 

cementation or di lution.  ?cr ethnic cementation tc x c ü r ,  t k e  

F d e n t i t y  of a n  i rnmiqran t  group must  become permanencly  

ceinerteci i n  the Isndscapc of the nosï soc ie ty  through c c l t u r a i  

centres, e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  museums c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e i r  

c u l x r e .  Dilution nay a h o  occur as t h e  Qiversi ty which s 

c u l t u r a l  g r o u p  adds t o  a l a n d s c a p e  is s m o t h e r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  



divers i ty ,  n e v e r  again a c h i e v i n g  t h e  l eve l  of distinctiveness 

o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  stage o f  e t h n i c  

expression/commercialization. V a r y i n g  degrees of c e m e n t a t i o n  

aria ailucion Zay ûlso - occur depe~ding on the -1anning a c  

a r r a n g e m e n t  of variouç ethnic expressions. F u r t h e r ,  t h e  s h a p e  

- ' - 4  of cke curve m y  Vary r o r  d i f f e r e r i t  destinations and  not ai 

areas  may e x p e r i e n c e  the same s tages  as  o t h e r s .  

7.3 Italian Expression/Connnercialization in Winnipeg 

As p r e v i o u s l y  noted i n  C h a p t e r  F o u r ,  f o l l o w i n g  the 

mot ivat ing 1 t a l i a n s  

ccndicicns 

search f o r  new l i v e s  

t h e  l a t e  nineteenth and early t w e n t i e t h  century, Nor th  Arnerica 

. . . . was r e p i d l y  x . . c z s c r ~ ~ A z i n q  azd rhere was a cemana f o r  

xnskilled a n d  semi-skilfed l a b o r .  Jobs were available in the 

construction and maintenance of ciîÿ r o a d s ,  sewer systems and 

. - . --  ri:-rczds. 3ecween 19CZ anS 1514, z5ere was a l x g e  i n x u x  ûf 

Rouge, areas i n  t h e  city w h i c h  emerged as I t c l i a n  sett lement 

areos. T h i s  phase Ir, Icalian inri.igrâtiorr t o  ~ h e  city reserridles 

t h e  s t a g e  of E t h n i c  Relocation. 

When che I ca l i âns  e n t e r e à  Winnipeg there was a p r e ~ a i l i n g  

v i e w  that the A n g l o - P r o t e s t a n t  culture was s u p e r i o r  t o  al1 



others and that the Catholic Italians were a less t h a n  

âdequate aàdition to Canadian society. Tne importance of cneâp 

immigrant labor, however, was recognized as the I tolians 

suDseqi?enciy plaÿed a very important role in the developrnenc 

of Winnipeg early in the century. The Italians, largely 

u r i f a n i l i a r  wixh the Znglish lariguage, were znskilled, lacking 

specific skills and training. They fared discrimination and 

- -  - irere xr  r r m  cke mainstrean cf s o c i e i y .  Thris ,  the 

Italians hac! entered the stage of ethnic discrimination which 

sersiszea m t i i  a f z e r  ïhe Secona World War (See Chapter 4; . 

The stage of E t h n i c  Acceptance was realized in the 1960s 

9 - .  . . wkieyL scoi~c i z ~ e r e ç ,  3 l k L e  r1q-t~ of -;- ,:~,~oriries in Canada znJ - 

throuqhout tne western worid grew continually. Many minority 

grcxps S C L ~ P L C  qoverrxer~zcl  irwrventicn co ~ e l p  ches sreserve 

m a  enhance ct least part of t h e i r  etnnic heritage. The 

Canzdion qcvernment launched programs favouring the retention 

p.- - -  . . .  - .  L ,;.=ticricl c c l t z r c s  - x ~ ~ , P , I T ,  the frznework cf ~ . L Z L -  

cultliralisrn. Generally, this coincided with a greater 

- - . .  . . cviera ica  ci, a r c  ï x ~ g z r e n e c  icter~sx ic, ezhriic civersizy by 

Canadian society at larqe. 

In 1970, Foiklorzma, che nost signiflcax c o m u n i t y  

f e s t i v a l  in Winnipeg was initiated as Manitoba's centennial 

celebration as a prcvince.  This a n n l ~ a l  suriner f ê s t i v s l  

features numerous pavilions throughout the city, each of which 



is  associated w i t h  a specific ethnic group. The I t a l i a n  

c u m u n i t y  h a s  t x o  p a v i l i o ~ s ,  one emphasizing S i c i l i o n  heritàçe 

a n d  cus torns  and t h e  o t h e r  h i g h l i g h t i n g  Italian c u l t u r e .  T h e  

oriçir is  of tolklorcma r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of t h e  ethnic 

e r p t e s s i o n / c o ~ c i a l i z a t i o n  stage . The r o a l  deve lopment  of 

-. AIS stage and chat i ~ h i c h  7,s nosr i,m.porïant co t h i s  c h u s i s  is 

r e p r e s o n t e d  5 y  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of  Corydon Avenue. D i f f e r e n t  

expzession/commercialization stage reserrible v a r i o u s  stages cf 

5ot3 the  XGSLSW ârd 3 ~ t l e r  models. 

Until tne early 1970s, any I t a l i a n  businesses located on  

c v n c e n t r a t i o n  in t h e  F o r t  3ouge a r e a ,  rriostly served t h e  

- 1ta1iari.s . An i n c r e c s i ~ g  nümber of  o t h e r  Italian b u s i n e s s e s  

thât continued t h r o u g h  the 1980s -  Few f r o m  outslae r h e  

Corydon Avenue was l i t t l e  affected by o u t s i d e  v i s i t a t i o n .  

Visicars p â c r o n i z i n g  Icaiiân shops c n  Coryaon Avenue deaiz 

direct ly with the merchants, t h u s  l e v e l s  of contact b e t w e e n  

- ~zalian nerchâ~ts local residents was h i c h .  These 



characteristics resemble the exploration stage of Butler's 

noael or Rostow's traditional society. 

During the late i980~, Corydon Avenue entered a stage 

s i m i  iar t O BUE lerf s involvement and 3ost ow' s pxe-conditions 

for take-off , In Corydon Avenue's case this phase was very 

e shor: â s  it i ook  p l x e  a u r i r q  tne r e x  yeârs - r i o r  t o  1390,  

Increased visitation from Winnipeg' s other residential 

e s p e c k l l y  ciriring the summer months, coincided with what cculd 

Se co~ .sz rec  ts S.,;;;err s development scaqe and Xssto:if s take- 

off staqe. 

Merchants, realizing that their target market would be 

ccmunit ies ,  beqan labelling and marketing t h e  Avenue as a 

estcblished for v l s i t o r s .  Inciividually, merchants nade 

Italian her l tage  and that of the district by e x p l o i t i n ç  

appearance O the area. The Corydon F-venue Business 

1mproven;eriz Zcnc playec! a very i n p o r t m t  rcIe in c k e  

Deautification of Corydon Avenue streetscape, emphasizing 

Italian and Mediïerrareân thenes ana Zuropean "ambiânce". 

The emerging image of Corydon Avenue as an authentic 



ethnic enclave spawned an Italian street fest ival  organized by 

t h e  Sons  cf Italy ïtalian a s s o c i a t i c n  d ~ r i n g  t h e  l a t e  NeOs.  

I t s  objective w a s  t o  prornote Italian c u l t u r e  i n  the c i t y  a n d  

aevelsp a L i t t l e  I t a 7 y  ori C m y d o n  Avenue. ibwever, the 

r e l u c t a n c e  of  several m e r c h a n t s  i n  t h e  area to adhere t~ a 

corn.~~czity orientea âpproach, which z3ok o I c n g - t e r n  v i e w  of 

the festival and a d v o c a t e d  t h e  development and p r o m o t i o n  of 

P C V -  by-;r~,., < C F  Aveme a s  c r e s s u r c e  fsr z k e  f c x r e ,  E S  o ~ ~ c s e a  TC a 

short-term prof i t -d r iven  a p p r o a c h ,  led t o  the declin€ a n d  

* - eventüci c o l l c p s e  cf che fesiivzl. cnresolvec c i f f e r o x e s  

between t h e s e  m e r c h a n t s  and t h e  Sons o f  Italy Lodge  led tc the 

r e l . s c a r i s n  sf CF-̂ .a feszivdi 5nQer c,;lo y.a,r,,e -7esta I t s J i a _ i z  -,s 

t h e  F o r k s  Nat ional  Histor ic  Site after t w o  years. Whetber 

- ii - - ,,-ese " x z - c Z - ç y x "  x e r c h x z s  xere rez t ie rs  c z  r2e Scns sf 

Itàly Lodge i s  uclcnawn as are their r eg i cnc l  a f f i l i a t i o n s ,  

8 e c a u s e  the i 2 e n t i t i e s  of  these n e r c h a n t s  r o m a i n  unknowri. I n  

- 'C 2 
- - - +  ~ . o 2 2 r i ï g  cf irite=y-iehrs zzr*2:dzzes jy if-e EL=-1, 

r e s p o n d e ~ t s  were unwilling to discuss t h e  prcblens associated 

.- --+ . . 
.-ilLlr rke Sessivcl s c  ïo ~~~~~~e scz srsSlerr.ar,ic xerchar;.;ts. 

Today, Corydon Avenue appears t o  lie in B u t l e r f  s 

consolidation s t a g e  r,r E I o s t û w f s  D r i v e  to Matulity. The ~ - â ? . s r  

part of Corydon Avenue ' s  economy is t ied t o  v i s i t o r s  frcn 

Xir.riipegf s recicential c o r r m u n i r i e s  and s s r r o ü n d i r q  

r n u n i c i p a l i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  summer mon ths  as many Italians who 



once lived in the area surrounding Little Italy have moved 

outwards to Winnipegf s suburbs. The ntxnber of visitors 

patronizing Corydon Avenue has remsined constant for several 

years. M z r k e t i r i g  ond advertisirig of the disrrict is s c i l i  

wide-reaching. T h i s  is made possible by Tourism Winnipeg, 

which markets ïhe c i t y  and i t s  attractions throughouc No~ih 

America. 

T h e r e  i s  some evidence that Corydon Avenue has stagnated, 

as poak r ~ c r 3 e r s  cf v i s i z o r s  have k e r i  reached axi v i s i r a t i c r i  

levels have flattened out. For example, although Corydon 

Avenüo nîimaics a xell e s t a b l i s k ~ e d  image, t h e r e  i s  a heivy 

reliance on repeat visitation as the geographical market area 

Ls r o i  Seizg exsc2Cêd âs X i m i p e q  is a very slsw-qrowt?; ürbân 

area. Efforts to increase the level of visitation on Corydon 

CI Aver.ue a r e  re f l ecec i  Gy i h e  C ~ r y d m  e e  susiness 

Ingcovenent Zone scheduling local musical groups t o  play on 

t h e  street over a series of weekends during the summer of 

1935. 

Indications that Corydon Avenue iç in decline or dilution 

is aiso ovident  ï h r c - ~ s h  the mparenï increase in popularicy cf 

Corydon Avenuef s biggest cornpetitor: Osborne Village. Also, 

the shops l o ca tea  w i t h i n  Corydon Avenue1 s Little I t c i y ,  

reflecting the eclectic Bohemian theme of Osborne Village 

which includes pcecry, cea and literary shops ,  have r e n a i n e a  



constant over the past two years. The increasing irrelevance 

cf t h e  te-m L i t c l e  I t a l y  is p ô i n f u l l y  beconing evident. Lictle 

Italy, it seems, is being smothered and engulfed 5y the 

expansion of 3ohemian diversity from a n e a r b y  l oca t i on .  

There are a lso  components of the cementation of Italian 

ciiltilre as a whoie, ROC only Caryaon Avenue in i n e  cultural 

landscape of Winnipeg, as a new Italian cultural centre opened 

- i r ~  1336. Xerbers sf t h e  ~ t â i i a n  c o r n ~ ~ n i t y  and the conrluni ty sz 

l a r g e  will corne and share Ln t h e  prornoticn of I ta l ia r !  culture 

anC c e  acvar~cemefic cf t h e  I t â l i an-CanodiorA c ~ x x i i l n i  ty CF 

Manitoba through the centref s programs. 

7 . 4  Discussion and Suxmuazy 

The purpose of ihis cnapter has been tc review models of 

ceveIo?rne~r;r ypes  anc e p r o p ~ s e  â r e w  n o d e i  of =:?c 

commercial development of a destination at the local scale  

czseû cr: =Le cvrr .vc?i5ic2tr icrA cf etknicity. Xinr i lpeq ' s  L i c r l e  

Italy has been examined in terms of this model. Although the 

. . t r i q c e  z ~ ~ r z ~ ~ c r i s t i c s  w r ~ l c k  3ave lea to ï h e  deveicprncriz of â 

ccmmercial Little Italy are c l e a r  and the benefits of CoryCon 

Avexe t o  I i a l i o r !  residerris, Italiân Dusinesses aric csnscners 

a r e  recognized, action must be taken to preserve the 

cormercial integrizy cf Italian culture i n  the city so Little 

Itaiy survives because, from a commercial standpoint, Little 

I t a l y  is c popuiar  attraction in the city which equsls 



financial success . From a community standpoint, people f rom 
around Winsipeç are given a greater  v a r i e t y  of choice in their 

shopping b e h a v i o u r  and leisure activity. 

The ~ G S T L  s i g n i f i c a n t  problern hir,ciering t h e  su rv iva l  of 

L i t t l e  I t a l y  i n  the c i t y  i s  the l a c k  of a community approach 

xichin the Itâlicn con imu~i ty  tcwards the preservâtim, 

development and promotion of I t a l i a n  culture o n  Corydon Avenue  

- - - 7  - I n c l ü r l i n g  t5e  cenenzatior! of ~ h e  L ~ c l l a n  corrnuriicy cri - caryûsc 

Avenue, Until these issues zre addressed, the future of L i t t l e  

I ï a l y  i s  x c l e c r  ~ c z  chere is grave C a ~ ç e r  ï h a t  i i s  cozci~isn 

resembles aut:erfs  d e c l i n e  stage and t h e  d i l u t i o n  stage cf the 

- - . : ~ a e -  grssssed ciere. 



CHAPTER EIGHT 

CoNCLwSIm 

This thesis has examined Winnipeg's L i t t l e  I t a l y  on 

C o r y d ~ n  Avence. It has- âttemp~ea to extena  beycnci a generâi  

Cescription of the area by focusing on the street as a tourist 

f-ciilct -bu  o r  cestinzzion whicn hos xioved throiigh distinct s ï a ç e s  

analogous to that of a product's life cycle. In this chapter 

s s z x o r y  cf research findings is 2resentea ana their 

Lxplicaticns for f u r t h e r  researcn on ethnic commercial 

shppi-y czocç are adaresçed. 

8.1 Suxmnary of Research Findings 

-- . - .  ,.-.rs z5esFs ?-ES re l iec i  k ê z v L y  upon quaiiia~ive r e s e â r ~ ~  

rnethcds ta obtain data and was quided by the ccincoptrral 

S Z Z Z , O - . < ~ T : (  v1 ; z l i~ - ed  ' uy  X x p h - j  (1 95 5 j . rkis aLct.;ec ihe à u ~ ~ 3 , -  

to provide a systematic description of Corydon Avenue, It has 

- .  - . - 
b e c .  zirgies c z r r  zhc creatim or Lcryecn Avênxef s cmmerurs, 

Lit~le I t a i y  has r-ot been affected by present residential 

concentrations of Italians in Winnipeg although the heritaqe 

- . .  ûf zke L Z  ~ 3 ~ ~ u n i t ÿ  i r ~  t:?o Icrc  ~ C G C ; ~  a rea  sri8 :?le 

positive perception of this area are important. 

Economic anà spatial c o r d i ~ i c n s  in Xinnipeg xere  

favorable for the "take-off" of a Little Ltaly in Winnipeç in 

the late 1983s and ear ly  1990s. This was made 2ossiSle by à 

desire of Winnipeggers f rom resident i a1  cornmunit ies and 



surrounding municipalities to visit a nearby, cheap, safe and 

cülturaliy authentic destination, patronizing shops anc 

engulfing themselves in I t a l i a n  culture. This desire has been 

encol-lrtrged by the develcprnerrt and reinfcrcement cf che i m c p  

of L i t t l e  Itafy as â n  authentic representâtion of Italy a n d  

Icslian culture ofid l i f e s t y l e .  Corydcri menue street rnerchâ~ts 

have succeeded in both maintaining the historical identity of 

streetscape and crea t ing  a post-m~d~rn landscape in which 

Coryacn Avenxe inc~rporares sone I ta l ia r i ,  Medai~errcr~ezn,  

European and Canadian themod components into i t s  streetscape. 

Whether or not it has corne to be the repository of an Itslian 

izonograpny of I t a l y  hâs becone pa r t  of tne Uuilï environment 

In the introduction to this study, some terrns were 

nv- 
. . , - ~ ~ c s &  z s  ;;;ide the xsaissicr, of rkis z k e s i s .  S i x c e  

visitors to L i t t l e  I t a l y  are traveling for recreational 

requirinq an overnight stop anywhere or s t a y i n g  for at ieast 

24 hours, they are engaginq in Intra-urban "Authenticity 

rn rr ~cvrisn. These visitors cre âlso " In t ra -u rbac  Aüthenticity 

Tourists" as Corydon Avenue h a s  become a destination for local 

tcuriscs f r o n  Winnipeg an5 the surrcilnaing mu~icipaliiies. 



These Intra-urban authenticity tourists are engaged i n  the 

industry of culture. T h i s  i n d u s t r y  aoes not involve 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  w h o l e s a l i n g ,  o r  warehous ing  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  a 

c u l t x r a l  e x ~ e r i e n c e  which can 5e g e n u i n e  o r  ac t h e  v e r y  least, 

r emarka8 ly  a u t h e n t i c .  T h e  purchase of a n  experience does not 

l e c d  t o  t h e  zccl i ,n i~; lc t icn  cf p c s s e s s i m s .  T h e  o n l y  acpare-rif, 

l i m i t  t o  oiir s a t i s f a c t i o n  l ies i n  o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  and  t h i s  

?as lec rs z seerni?,~ly ur,sccia5ie Cerr,cr,ci fcr c c l t x r o .  C u l r i x e  

m Corydori Avenuer s L i t t l e  I t a l y  has  becorne a  commodity. I t  i s  

, . , , - w - m  - -  4 d , ~ ; ~ s = e Z  ~ ~ x i  cc~suned ,  

I n  oraer t o  x n d e r s t a n d  how t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  of a commercial 

G--?T 2 - ---n . 3 .  ares CGE 2e 7,;; ...- LL ILc l ; l d ,  - - - -  izs e v c 2 x i o r i  m s z  je 

f i r s t  u n d e r s t o o d .  A rnodel of  e t h n i c  comrne rc i a l i z a t i on  w a s  

- .  ir- ~ r 3 e r  J ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ s g ~ : z e  ~~3ce-s jo>;ind ~ 5 - i ~  

d e v e l c p n e n t ,  The m o a e l  c o n s i s t s  of f ive  s t a g e s .  The s t à g e  cf 

c ' ethnic relocation i s  2 - x x c o r i z o S  C y  .x~c r c - l x z t  l s z  C E  cr. 

~ t h n i c  grcup f rom i t s  c r i g i n a l  hone l and  t o  new seitlenent 

=,rezs. Ypcr. e x r y  ii-ico zew s ~ c i e t i o s ,  however, i n ~ . i , y z r x  

groups enter the stage of ethnic discrimination fa lz inç  

. . d i S r r l r i  ,, ,.;,i,aLlv;i q-c:n- 2nd a poor p u b l i c  image i2 zhe  hcst coür i t ry .  

I n  t h e  stage cf ethnic acceptance a growing r e c o q n i t i o n  

of ihe t ln iq ie  i d e n t i t i e s  of inmigrarit grcups o c c ü r s  rhroughoxt  

host s o c i e t i e s .  T h e  s t a g e  o f  ethnic 

exptession/commetcialieation a l i o w s  g r  groüps CG 



display their unique traditions on an increasingly reqular 

Dasis. The final scage of t h e  mode1 is t h e  s t a g e  sf ethnic 

cementation or dilution i n  which the i d e n t i t y  of a n  immigrant 

grou? c m  necorne p e m a n e z t l y  cernentea i n  t h e  iancsccpe o r  

d i l u t e d  within c t h e r  diversity. According t o  tnis mode1 tne 

fucure of Liztle X a l y  is u n c e r t a i n .  

8.2  Implications for Future Research 

Itâlian ccl ture L i t t l e  

Civersity in Wimipeg. Understandino how tne I t a l i a n s ,  who 

prospects,  cculd corne to express themselves and be acceptec! a s  

The fo-mulation of a nodef of ethnic ~srnr r~erc ia l i za t ion  

. - ~rcwices a v e k c e  f z r  the e:<arLriüticn af these ciiçïr iczr i n  

d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t s ,  attempting t o  account for the cinique 

cnaraczerisrics a d  r c a i e  of chese a reas .  T h i s  m a e i  prcv i5es  

a good basis for planning t h e s e  areas for t h e  future, to 

.- presorve the i r izegr icy  of these districts in Wiriripeg and, r c r  



t h a t  matter i n  o t h e r  Canadian c e n t e r s .  T h i s  model prov ides  a n  

a p p r o p r i a t e  â l t e r n a t i v e  t o  o t h e r  modeis, most n o t a b l y  Scr t ler r  s 

h y p o t h e t i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  a t o u r i s t  area which i s  n o t  relevant 

ro t h e  task ot kand. 

The proposed model is a l s o  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  the many o t h e r  

r u r a l  orid i~rbcn-bssed e t h n i z  communities whici-i  hcve seen a 

c o m m e r c i a l i z â t i o n  and cornmodif ica t ion of t h e i r  c u l t u r e  i n  

- *  . CanadLaz ssuciory. Ltri~s c o ~ m ~ a i f  Fca~icn ref lee ïs  che  - - - *  L:GL J L ~  cf 

these ethnic shopping a r e a s  as a p r o d u c t ,  rnarketed ânS 

- .  ~ o x x i - ~ e d  i i k e  â2y cther p r o a u c t  i n c o r ? o r z t i n g  z r e c c g z l z a b l e  

and a t t r a c t i v e  imacje t o  a market area. S i m i l a r  expressions of 

. . .  e x x c i t y  aare a l s a  reflectec i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  trend i o t j a r 3 ~  

the establishment of cultural c e n t e r s  which impr in t  ncn- 

n e l n s t r c m .  c u k u r e s  CF: X i x i - e s r  s a i r u r a l  l a n c s c a p e .  

For  t h e  I ïa l ia r ,  c o m u n i t y  in Winnipeg, e t h n i c  expressicris 

- - .  - - . - s - ~ t y ,  aç ~ 3 - e  aevolo~aerr-: Ll=tÎe - i c i y  2s q c ~ p s ~ ~ r : : a i  a=Ea 

a n a  a s t ree t  festival named "Ferta I t a l i a n a "  emerged becauso 

- -  - .  - , -e re  ;jas 3 feeiirg t ,hat c , - e s e r v ~ t i o n  or lta-icn 8 - - . ' - - - -  + L ~ l r r i e  

in Winnigeg  was be ing  diluted w i t h i n  a n u l t i - c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y .  

A s  a r e su ic ,  che s~reer-çcape cf W i ~ n i p e g ' s  L i t c i e  I t a l y  Sas 

become f i l l e d  w i t h  I t a l i a n  symbolism and imagery ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  

s e e n  i n  t h e  facaaes cf  asi in es ses, which, of  coarse, i s  part 

o f  t h e  area's a p p e a l  t o  the l a r g e r  cornrnunity. 

T h e  Irnprtsxe of ihese e x p r e s s i o n s  of I t a l i a n  c u l ~ z r e  



can best be understood by setting them i n  their historical 

c o n t e x t  , T h i s  s t r e e t s c a p e  both ref lects and âr t i s t i ca l f  y 

addresses issues of c u l t u r a l  identity a n d  social position t h a t  

nave been faced by tne. Italian c o m n i t y  i n  the c i t y .  "They 

are important syrnptoms and t h e r e f o r e  i n d i c a t o r s  of problems 

xhich r r , i @ t  riot ctnerwise be r e c o g n l z e d  . . . f r e q u e n t l y  it 

becornes t h e  a c t u a l  symbol of s t r u g g l e "  (Hobsbawm and Ranger  

1 9 8 3 ,  123 . 
S e v e r â l  c o n d i t i o n s  may have a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  

- .  - C m . n ~ . o d i r ~ c s t i o n  m a  succeçs of iraLian cu l t i l r e  or. Corydon 

Averiue a n d  i r i  o t h e r  Canad ian  c e n t e r s .  One o f  these r ea sons  is 

besz  u r d e r s t o o d  :<'nec m e  c m s i ~ e r s  t h e  Z k r a i n l a n  c ~ , ~ i n . u n i t y  cf 

Canada. When the U k r a i n i a n s  e n t e r e d  Canada, t h e y  had l e f t  a 

auiïi-raticnal s c s t e .  Thus, t 5ey  noa nc s t a ï e  ïo r o p r e s e x  

thei r  e t h n i c  i n t e n t s  or t o  act a s  a g u a r d i a n  t o  U k r a i n i a n  

~ 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  TpAey s e t t l o ~  >L.laii,itr,jar s rc ra l  2,recç f-~l-j-~ a F * P C ~  
Y - -  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a pe rmanen t  s e t t l e m e n t  and  m a k e  

- Sanaca r k e i r  F~one. When c k e  ~ i a l i s r i s  er-cereC Canadisr, x r S m  

centers, t h e y  arrived w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  of making money a n d  

e i t i i e r  r e c u r n i n g  t o  cheir h o n e l â n d  t o  inprove t n e  econorLc 

conditions of their f a m i l i e s  or p a y i n g  f o r  t h e i r  families t o  

j o l n  them Ln new s e t t l e m e n t  areas. ,4n everiascing lcyalty and 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  by the I t a l i ans  i n  Canada t o  s t a n d  by t h e i r  

Icaiian homeland versus Canada, t he i r  new home, ac tea  on 



several occasions as s t u m b l i n g  blocks for t h e  acceptance a n d  

s u b s e q u e n t  com.odf i c a t i o n  o f  Itâlians c u l t u r e .  

A n o t h e r  factor which could have  made t h e  co rnmcdi f i ca t  i o n  

o f  I t a l i a n  c u l t u r e  xuCh easier  is  t n e  Fraqnerxeà n a u r e  cf 

l t a l i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  d e v e l o p e d  by Italian community i n  

N inn ipeg ,  ïtrlian i n m i g r a n t s  have t r a d i t i c n a l l y  h e l a  very  

s t r o n g  r e g i o n a l  l oya l t i e s  as oppcsed  t o  a u n i f i e d  n a t i o n a l  

i d e x i t y .  Tkese r e g i a a l  Fdenticies c x t ~ e t e c  wi;h zazisnzl 

l o ÿ a l t y  and led t o  a l a c k  of institutional hegemony, anonq it 

I t  wocld seem t h a t  if t h e s r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were u n i f  ied, opefi t o  

o c c u r r e c !  much more r a p i d l y .  I t  seems t h a t  a lack cf a 

t h e  

I t a l i a n  c u l t u r e  N o r t h  and 

à n d  

c o m m e r c i a l  L i t t l e  Italy i n  Winnipeg h a s  b e o n  made p o s s i b l e  by 

c h e  s i z e  of i h e  cicy. A c c o r d h g  CO the 1996  censEs, Nimi?es 

a c c û u n t e d  f o r  60 p e r c e n t  o f  Manitobar s p o p u l a t i o n ,  or 667,209 

people. A m t h e r  56,0Û0 people,  o r  five p e r c e n t  o f  Manitoba's 

p o p u l a t i o n  lives w i t h i n  a f o r t y - f i v e  m i n u t e  drive from 



Winnipeg .  T h i s  radial  area i n c l u d e s  P o r t a g e  l a  Prairie, 

S t e i n b a c h ,  Carman, S e a u s e j o u r ,  Selkirk, S t o n e w a l l ,  Morris and 

S t e .  Anne (Statistics Canada 1997). Such a large p o p u l a t i o n  

d i s ~ i z y s  many d i f  f e r e n t -  t as tes ,  s k i i l s  and needs and ,  i n  t u r n ,  

s u p p o r t s  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  of c h o i c e  i n  areas such as shopping, 

c u l t u r e  azd enteriainneni. I n  c m z r â s i ,  towns a n à  sübilrbs 

s i m p l y  do n o t  h a v e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  numbers o r  d i v e r s i t y  t o  

sussorc s ~ c h  variocy (ZaccDs 1961, X Î ] ,  

I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of Meinig's  ( 1 9 7 9 )  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  t h e  

Litile X o i y  cf Nincigeg can be seen as a c o à e .  Ics szaciy mey 

be undertaken as a d e c i p h e r i n g  of t h e  meaning o f  t h e  cultural 

. - s ~ r ; s -  s i o n i f i c s n c e  sf c r d i n o r y  j . 7 -  diagnostic f o c x r e s  

(Meiniq 1979, 6 )  . S i r n i l a r l ÿ ,  iconographie s t u d y ,  which seeks 

- .  - z:=zerri - a s F -  - m  - .  -., ..L-4i.-2 i r ~  h x 5 s z ~ ? e s  5 y  seciin; zherL i n  m e x  

h i s t o r i c a l  context  a n a  a n â l y z i n g  t h e  ideas embodied i n  t h e i r  

i n â g e r y ,  c c n s c i o ü s l y  seeks to r o n s e p t u a l i z e  lanàscapes as  

- ,o:<zs r e p r e s e n r z z i - z e  cc = l e  c u l x r e  as â whcle I n  w k i c h  ckey 

ïere produced {Cosgrove  a n d  D a n i e l s  1 4 8 8 ,  2 )  . By a n a l y z i n g  tne 

- - - - -&=-iar! i j ~ ~ n u ~ i i y  SE Xinnipeg ,  serciriç che c o m x n i t y  i n  i ~ s  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e : i t ,  tne meaning of L i t t l e  I t a l y  t o  t h e  I t a l i a n  

cozmünity i s  e v i c i e ~ t .  Firzzher, I c a i i a n  p a t c e r n s  of sci- Lbra l  

e x p r e s s i o n  i n  Winnipeg reflect  t h a t  o f  larger I t a l i a n  

cor?munities t h r o u q h o u t  North A m f r i c a .  The- a r e ,  t h e r e f û r e ,  rioc 

rnere ly  a l o c a l  phenornenon, and t h u s  s tudy  of them is possible 



at s e v e r a l  scales. 

The views e x p r e s s e d  in this disseretation are consistent 

w i t h  concem?crary geographic approaches . These a p p r o a c n e s  kave 

included t he  less t a n g i b l e  world of c o n s c i o u s n e s s  arid 

e x p r i e x e ,  a r g u i n a  t h a t  "it i r  xhrough ~ h e  neàiui of c u l ï i x e  

t h a t  people's raw experience is made s e n s e  of s o c i a l l y  by 

being transfomeci i n t c  a world of sig~ificant synbcis" 

( J ackson  1980, 4 8 ) .  T h i s  apprcach lies in c c n t r a s t  t o  that of 

P - ~ a r i  S o x r ,  ~ 3 s  â r g ~ e j  t1iat e:.:ylânz-,icri zus: je  ~ h r a s e a  lr, 

c e m s  of the cii l tural  level and not in terms of i n c i i v i d u a l s  

s ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~  (#-:dl & , ~ e  + - -  is viewed as âz e n t i t y  üdoove rnan, ECZ 

reducible to the actions of individuals (Duncan 1980, 181) . 
. - . - e v  jy z z t r 1 ~ c ' i i ~ , g  cacse l  cswer z c  c c l ~ ü r e ,  CrEcLzi 

issues r ega rc inq  the origin, transmittal and  differentiâtion 

. * .  x;i2:ri 2 p ~ c p ü l s c l ~ :  of varigcs ci i l t : rc l  ~ F L ~ r a c t e r i s t i ~ s ,  =?-3 

emphasis of  nuch contemporary s o c i a l  thoory  is obscured. 

One potential research t o p i c  o n  the Italians and Corydon 

Ave~xe is the ixpacz cf c h t  &nograpnic t ra~:,sFr, io,t i  sf -3s 

I t a l i m  population in Winnipeg on Corydon A v e ~ u e .  As the larqe 

- - ni inbers of I t a l i a n s  who efiteroti Canach f o i l o w i n g  iforla Xar 11 

become p a r t  of t h e  Canadian elderly population, the extent to 

whizh  t h e y  x i l i  continue to play a role on Coryacz Aveme, 

e i t h e r  as merchants or customers is u n c e r t a i n .  F u r t h e r ,  as  F t  

becones ïhe responsi~iii~y of younger Italians to preserve ana 



prornote I t a l i a n  culture and,  i f  they so desire, i t s  

ca rn inod i f i ca t ion  i n  tne c i t y ,  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  which  t h e y  i d e n t i f y  

w i t h  t h e i r  h e r i t a g e  o r  d i s p l a y  a desire t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  the 

c u l t u r e  cf che i r  pzrencs wiil ~ e c o m e  a c r u c i â l  issue. It wcul r j  

~e illuminating i f  the mode1 p r o p o s e d  i n  this t h e s i s  would be 

z lppl ieC to, anci ccsted agairi.st, c t h r r  etkic c m x u n i t i e s  ir;, 

other North -Pimerican u r b a n  c e n t e r s .  
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