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Gy B89 meny.  Thelr produstionp heve introducdd 8 new trend in

They have lorsed sslde from the wyeticism of W, B, Yeale snd

the felk~lore interssis of lady Gregory sad heve followed %%@~3@&@3?8ﬁ@* wf
, oA ,

with $he hard realities of pessent 1ife in Irelesd,

a0

Jo ¥, Bynge &8 4

Their work, therefore, forms peri 2% bread is Sritish dromstio art

toward plays froughd with the slpnificence of unsolved susial p &ﬂl%uwo
e F o Ly

(2) Padrise Golus,
¥he land {1908)
Zhe Fiddler's Nouse {1907}

Thomas Huskeryy {1910

e

padriae Colum is smong the shinbs

he hoving come Lnto boush with % He wna @%fﬁ

ab Leugferd, Iirelend, in 1851 and, é§ ey & roather sesunby edusntion in the
Toonl sohwols, @@w an 8t the sarly age of fwenty-two to w for the Abboy

Theatre. He is interestod, if one may judge from his coniribubed playe,

in three thinszs:  the love of wendering, dhe i&Vﬁ of the 1&:2, and the love

of wonen. Ho ip also interested, but in lesssr gured, ko poligion ond hig
-] e

mative land. He i poel vs well =z dp

and his },ﬁ‘{?bi;’ &."?3‘ G

published in Wild ﬂﬁx%ﬁ {1809 are gous ;’ef@ﬁ his best literary work. Hinp
three c¢hief sonbribubions to Irisph Drems sre: The lend {produscd 1308},

The

Fiddlor's Houme (produced 1807), and Thumes Juskerry {prodused 19107,

she Fiddler's House wes o revised play, originelly

{produced vader dhet neme 15031, I% ﬁ&gﬁﬁgi el the sl

of the lsud is dedre Houpicen, aad love of wesdering is Coon, her father,

l. Dates of production at Abbey Theaire.
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5 oW %@ﬁﬂ@%@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ

Hine monkhe later whon, ﬁ%ﬁwiﬁ@ffa

a%g:@iéagg whas : the whole fﬁ%gw ,iglg@ﬁg'%%%ﬁ,ggamiﬁ@; thas oomes Serpible

sps - the a%%a%a,aﬁ gonpgioney lue wnen boo wpias nod hig

ropsen bes foiled.  His felher asd mebbor are left stusg by the

Lhed ﬁ%ﬁw are Yo Blume, The %&f iz alsp foitbful b0 one shope of pensent

1ife:  the subordinuting of iudividusl ¥l wﬁ%@ tu theas of Lhe

rrayts later plajs bave beoa shreag and vital. Hr, Syeme

rded ne eventa of luporisma,”




wne &f the ferenvat of

His fobhey wou 5

santifel Smadoy

 pdltor of an pesleur W

o B renopnitia

Tein

e fived slay was produced ai the Abboy Thenbes, Oolobar Gb, 1005

3

aad fren then $311 dhe prosend

o houn gopplanbly bafors $he
eatdioncue of the Abboy Theslbre.  Hop hus i3
has hed o opurd in dhe A0

i sluce 1906 ho Bos

chey An thn &b

Habins

3 hed sun, John, bl

%

ie horeified, us wmuch by his des

236 ond grug She 8 dusty, oo by

fuili, he porsundes o set be doll, bet he i

pregerve the sedreh, e parndis b

24

ip savise o ehild¥e L ide.  The pluy

iuavebeble, but

rus Glmoey Lo BRowlle
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recruits to thke such vacast places.  In 19:1 a room within the theatrs

toty

building wag medelled indo a litile theatre, caopeble of ssating one aunéraé

and fifteen of an audience, Here pupileasshors ars itralaiag in voice pro-

o

duction and netural actiag and under the direction of Hr. /chusl Dolan,
sone notnble solors ond astresgses have bsen itrainmed. The liitle theaire
alvg serves &5 & place where a playwright may try oub his new play. This
aey development hosg proved iiself of real value for both gurﬁaaes;

The next few years are ﬂotewsr%‘y because of the pleys gf 8 group
of newy drawatisis: George Shiels, Jemﬁax ﬁﬁ%lﬁQQMg BDorothy Yeirdle and
greatest of sll Sean ('Capey, whose first pley was Qredaced in 1983, These
yenrs were shormy years im Irelend for the bitter struggle belweean the Free
Staters and the Zepublicans weg ab its heighlt, but ithe theatre carried on Aﬁ
spite of protesi mnd damnge.

'Dm,a?%h Degember, 1925, the twenty-first birthday of %ﬁe Abbey
Theatre wos celebrated., In the twenty-one years two hundred and sixtean
plays had been produced: the work of ei ghty-six authors., Hr. Yeais and
La&y Gregory, those two indefatiguable friends of Irish droms, were bﬁ%h
present at the aaniversary celebration. Litsle hed they imagimeé that the

s 1904 would have produced such gplendid resulis. Nor had

k,s »

-guell begianisg in
they imagined that the little theatre idea would spread, s it has, through
‘the British Isles and over thakémeyiean contineat,

ia those latter days, the fovorite playwrights of the theatre
heve been Brinsley daeNemare; 7,0,Mu urray, Bernard Shew and “eanyﬁ'Caﬁéya
Tﬁe sulstanding nanes améﬁg the players zre those of Sara Allgoed, Maire
0'feill (wnow Mrs. Sinelair); ¥Wichsel Dolan, Ru%hérfoyd'%aynag Barry Fijzgerald

and F.J.dcCormick. The Abbey Theaire is alive and siill full of i nterest




for the drasabic world of todny as is indicsted by ihe fallgw; ¢ elippiag
from the Free Press, Winnipeg s Januery Bluz? 1531:  “Nexb Gephember the
Abbey Theeirs Compsuy will leavs Dublia fe? & gix ponths' %tour of the Unilted

ststes. They will present plays of Sean 'Uesey ys Ledy Uregory, ¥W. B. Yeais,
Jo . Bynge, George Shiels and T, O, Hurray and we may ﬂe sardﬁnaﬁ a: brief
prayer that they will {ind thely way to Yinnipeg bﬁ?arﬁ $hey re%urn:tg the
famous theatre, which for years hes been the pivel upoa which the Irish
drematic mavemsﬂiyhas_aaﬁir%é, Mo movement of modersn times hag been so
significant as %he vise of ghe Irish éyama aad the opportunity of seeing the

work of the great Irish playwrights somes seldom enough,”

%

%o The Growth of Hai tiocnal Feeling. in the thirty-one vears
since its founding the Irish Theatre has gi&ywd o groab pari La.bhe éevéiﬂgm
nent of & ﬁ&tiqﬁal consciousuess in Ireland, Eraest A Boyd sums gp bhe
'éffec% of &the theabre thus: "I the'aiterary Revivyel has wmeant a gré&% deal
te us, the reason must ke sought ia the fact that it wes always something:
more than 'mere 1iterature’, It hag %oaﬁ & manifestation of ﬁaﬁicagl&ty,
which hos given us a literature and o theatre essentially different fron
those of any other ¥ égizsﬁ speaking cau;ury. Afier lony vesrs ol purely

political $£?HQ&19, the goul of Ireland once more found exprestiom in

litersature, ¥%. B. Yeais canunoet be wistekben for an Laglish poed; similerly,
Syege is oa Irish dramatist in 8 sense which wokes the adisciive meaningless

when applied Ho Sheridan or Oscar Wilde.  The mers acsident of birth in
Ireland h&ﬁ never been guffisient %o enbitie a yr;% sr o & place begide

; ; A
those who have given us 5 national literature,”

1. The Contemporery Dramu of irelend, by Braest 4. Boyd, pp. 197-198.
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Collected Works of John
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Synge;

Dublia, 1910.

published by Haunsel &
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