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The study has 2 twofeld purpose: o analyze the use of childhood
end adolescent characters in American short stories and to throw light
upon the metives lying behind the extensive use of sush charactors, Chaps-
ters are formed on the basis of thematic censiderations: the child hime
g@if§ the changes of adolescence and the artistic use of adolescent char-
acteristics, and parent-child relationships. Altogether thirty-nine stories
are oxawined, stories representing [ifteen American authors of this
cenbury.

The writer finds that stories of childhood and adolescence Fall
iate two groups: those in which the author is interested 3n the ehild
himsell and these in which the cheracteristiss of childbood--oapecially
the inexperience and imnocence of adolescence——ars used o S¥plore sone
ef the problems of emistence. Stories of the Fizst gZrous, the writer
believes, owe their emistence to the child-centredness of the American
culture and to the interest of contemporary psychology in childhood,
an interest which authors have clossly psralleled. Stories of the sece
ond group--those with other levels of meaning--ofien express disiilusion=
ment. Un the other hand, two of the most powerful storiss of sdolesesnce
give us two “resownding affirmstions of the humen spirit.' In the final
chapler the writer states his view that for meny avthors the adslescent
character became the instrument and sysbol of ambivalence—ths subivale
ence which rasulbed from the loss of American innccancs,
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i twofsld p ﬁ“?*% e underiles the followine study. 2 the one heand,
ik wf%},;ﬁazgﬁé the wss of ohild asd adalesesnd charactars iz & repressnle
sbive selsetion of twentiecth sentury fverican shord storizs, On the giher
hand, 1t will atbtempt Lo threw lighi upen bhe motives which lle behind
the use of child snd sdelsscant charseters in thess stories. In sdovke

3

ug the unlgue approseth of grouping togethsr steriss which tyest shilde

fuiis

4 end sdoleoscence, the present sbudy will bridue 5 pap which hes

¢ hevetofore in shord story eribicisn, For in spite of the fzet
that many of @%ﬂ ‘srorive Lo be conalidorsd
in a punier of anthelegies, snd in snite of the faet

wribten oo individenl stories as thay relate

bhat perbiculsr aulbor, storlss of childhee

%

besn examived In relstion Lo one onolhor, nor have they boen considered

%w

for thelyr teisl, cumulsbive significsses in the sbress of Zseriesn

iitersture. It is dn the belis re ars inporbent relations

sonsidersble aignifi-

withia this group of &

chis body of Litersbure, that the fellewing poges hove been

:
g
4:6?

by of shord storise of our dire ds




posars to be 1ittle

#

featurs ¢hild snd sdolesesndt sharasters is ong which

g &%

realined oy ﬁ?ﬁ?@ﬁ&&tﬁh by shert story sritiss. it iz

wiich ie easily confirsed by 2 slance ob the bsble of contents of sony one
of & numbar of shord story antholozise which have sppeared in the sourss
of the last belf-ceubury. Yhe foriy-edd stories sonsidersd in this
study == acd these only 2 repressstabive ssmpls - Lodicste, sursly,

sHslesosnck have bosp

ﬁm
i

ant in purely cusntdtative Lsess, chiidhess
major conterns of American writers in the Iirst half of the present

rast shork

genbury. doreover, sz one peuses Lo reflest on the teuly

story schisvements of this perled, lmsedistely sush titles coms to ming

a8 "The Billars®, i Fony®,

a8 ave shorias whieh

Puwp®r 211 8 4

sebere.  Boeth cvantiistively 2od suslitatively the

childbosd sad sdolescense sre subjects which have besn highly favorsd by

arican writers of $he prosest gentus

3

Wiy 4o Aserless wribsrs ohooss oo ofben $o weils

about ¢hild end sdvleoscent ohavsebers Yhat doss the existence of this

59 stories veavesl of

¢ they symptomstie of some deep padaise?

ste yeuthiul heslth and visedr? These

gtudy will sbbewmpt bo 31lw

2

B ib will provide st lssst perbisl



The stories locivisd in ths

of subthorshis ~- 35 zepersbed in

% pawewe e
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dables thad 1o, 1het =11 of thewm festure child or sdolescent chsragisrs
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Sdsiesgency ol the artistio wee of aduleseont sharnetoristise w11l aoge

writeres exaning 4n thedy

With these fow resarlis we gy provesd %.%:s She sxsadnation of Lhe

%@aﬁ% Lhemsaives,

fhe wethod followsd s far ss powsible will be te

rielly snd o let the &

13 asomment srew oud

ief susmaviss, In this way the wriler hepes to ashisve 2

satisfzetory belsnce bebusen what Lhe varions subhors have enpress

z}

Foy
reader who wey nel bs gomplsetely familise =ith e¢very story. to follew

“he srgunsnd of the study,

i e
noth sxsessively

LY e %%z gndar $o whom %




tuthers chosse %0 writs shout ehildven frem & voriety of moliven,
the exsgination of whish will eonstitule an foporient perd of bhis study.
s will ba evident in s 2@;%”/@%%@@%%@ ehils or zmiplesgent charssters ave

4 Lo express an author's own foelings snd atilitudes in vegerd

o some aspect of life--feslings snd atbitwies vhich csuld hepdly be ene
presusd 4t 41k, ey sk least sould b expressed with mueh less sporoprisies

nags %maﬁgﬁ aﬁﬁzﬁwrﬁ}‘ For exavple, i ¥illisnm

the tise of the oulbys

G ppester for resan

dnncesnt ming of & shild. Befores turnine

however, 1% le sppropriste %o bagin this study by an

groupg of siories whose authors have ne spseisl message to = oovey, stories

in whish child eharackers are presented simply and purely ot of faseinae

tlon with ohildbons dsewlf,

B sn Luseriant
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e
one not only In the sloriss which eonsern us in ihis chapbery it is ige
portant in the zzrw%ﬁ;m of mosh of the stories ineluded in the entire

stady. It Is 2 foctor im Lhe move souples sboriss 46 be considerss isher

crneet Bemdugeny or Jody TL8fFiin 4n

dobn “helnbeck's "The Red Pony”, to use only two of meny conspicyous &xe

smples Lhst might be chosen.” Our eoncesn st the moment, howsver, e
with stories in whioh the interest in the ohild Bimselfewsiihar norsal
or shaormule-is the dominsnt melive, slwsst the sols motlvs, in the

sreation of u story.

It i = metber of brosd eulbursl sigaifieance thst lmericon writers

should have deveted

siild and adolessent chessuters pursly oub of fabe

sricans ave andy

11y knowa for thelr love of anl

Pagt is the vene of imey

dispube. 45 ens regend ohserver of 4he lweriosn poane hae comsesbed,
2 &

m&@ w % mﬁ&
loved on serth, &




found 1n i%s populsy literature and in its mess enbertainpent medis.

Rerk Twusin's stories, Tom Jamysr s ths latisr hes

bean pepulerly misinterpreb

- ghersoiyped boy in p
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g8 of Booth Yar

boye whe have

alwsys Yrimsgh

i eontinuing populs

i pupsriisisl aspeets of Wﬁﬁiw%@ﬁ@ sy

thelr painhibited snfoveent of

rice of behavieur,

£ the Srue =pblst sre, of sourse, dsepsy
than tacse of his seb-ditevary gounier
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rather than popularity or &
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&4 mors ladylile pursuite sfter this fiasl trivegh. In her Yrotirament®,

she plars te thy nbesst of her =2biliby the rele of undefested chompien.

Bore again is a story spitben oub of shesy fasclnation w»ith child
bensviour and senisindar ne serious ovsrbonss, The offsch schieved is
somsdyesaouady Border ring on the moshe-hereic. Thers iz humor in the et

spated rols-playing of the ehildrsa-=lex, the Southsrn genblemun; Howsy,

the shapplon. Thers Is bomor in the serieusnsss with whish s11 of the

tor children rogard the contest. Jhsther or not the shory should

aussls

.

be vegarded se ssrices 1l re s perhaps sn open muestion, bed 3%

rate the livevary iaterest in the grotwe side of ehild

Coumsdy resch

wore
d sherecter akeieh of 1is zaln sheracier,
She I o beneyear-old girly who has prescslious 40 souse

R ok

mindy her oulstending gualily is thal she iz wueh plven

o imitsting wheb she believes to be adall modes of

aerives In Leown. he gi&m&g%&% ways complsiely saptd

of two hltherio irveapunsible @%,}f‘&; Presgher

bocens rivale for hor alfscbion: they plok flowers

nody they becese her
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w bimes, o gulst almogrhwre for

ve in which their o

tug

b sohdevs Lhene irrsconsilable ends,

svery burn. 'v%s the soc of two years, bobth the sathor and

bave reochsd 2 shabts of enhs ;mm@m Hye Falpstein £

aod the auther fres worrylng shout ¥p. Feinstein's lask

ad argument, lae fwo g

elin his story in 2

A%
%
%
s
o
Frias
£
1

sh-humered, 1lghily philosorbicnd

wiain et stsests Lo long veranthosd. The fongueedne

the strotegiss «hich g0 swey, parestal exasperation ot

smasenent st ihe Relpful bub iszprootioal schosl sereholosiste-ilnse ave

sther ingredisnts of this hishly sotertaining sbeyy.

ﬁ ghhlea? ?’}‘

Ihee Dand
17

Stesls, 1z ancther lnteresting study

i

of the =misd of & shild, seven years old, has lived s mosmedis




smerivas brovslling «ith her father, her nurse, Uodils,
sud & sucgeseion of soversesses and seoretarizs, who sre, inreslity, her

ral=etine plob

The somplexitizs whish surroun

&

sgeenrs 23 Bud lost cantele visw

aszsns to owe such to Henry o

fﬁ’“ﬁ%, &éa:: @A;}% 22]
< 3 %ﬁgaz n@y,

i the grs ) 3&3?@*”&

fou é{a&b £hi | £
Ci,,légv in the oriz

szped gf%’ii @é}‘ﬁwgg}i}x "

Ssrel s unavers of the derk dndriges in her falleris %wﬁ?%& for

sile Pooverness®. The Justeposibion of th

Fotherts lust 1o ane of the ¢

, ohild with grest gle

| Aol sore %«;fm she bwoew Lhings®,

g%%;%ﬁ ':;}& 233%




1
genbative proup of storkss shichoppesl to

5 sad for nersal ehiliven. The peine smotlve,

9&‘3 ?&z &

Thess stories reprosent foericss love of ghil

dren in its best literary

auprassios, ¢ oppesed to the sentimestelized, storsstyped, aven gves

Sesgme gharsebers in the sopulay 1ltsesturs 404 mase snberdaineesst medis,

, this shersoteristie of lmerisar sulburs 28 Lt wurst,

5o one weuldimid that these stories rask with great lilsvature, oF even

A%

with grest short storiesy b Likersture, aud ihe

pariiowdar, are s axisbeng.

mality iz odls

within ouy lovee

The first story %o e gons

dy of the Crime®.”  The hers,

trammalic sxperience in lebes dalangy, & ex




its dlscovery by the bey iz the climew of the story, The bayts fear,

which nelther the boy nor his futher wndersbeads, is slways halshiensd

by & esrtaln seb of clircussboness. The sight of his Pather sianding in
& siosped position wiih a bundle do his syms produses shis helghtened
resshien, espeeially if this cocurs in the helf-lishi of svenlos. The

v alse causes the bay Lo Lurn oold wish feur, as dosy ihe

sight of a psrtloular Seeksl posr bres. Srtsr his solher’s desth, the

boys fesr is sugmeniedy 5o $hst 1t is with relief that ke leaves houwe

W atlead & i‘}%}?’%’ gsp. A £ the esmp dosior 5a ihe
subjsst of smenory causss the buy to sesreh Bis own subconssisus Por the

slow procass of ressll

ey Lees. Ui o4 serlaly d

yoburas boss and beg

or Blg moiherts soeds on s evening long *itte b

gonfesed In Bis sards s i

1y, was the csuse of bis fear,
$ .

this mement, ond pather seledramstien]

Tathwets syos

woulsd have s B
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. aeayr riot sasues,

Tularseibe whish very f

Gne day the beschor resds her pupils & story

saswes, Yularselis le fssciunated. 7o his they ars nob lweglnery crsstures
they are real, asd he determines fo find Them, Imszining that he hesrs
voices in Bart Bunros's orchard; he begins to dig Yo find the 1idtle
paopls. Hunroe dissovers the zz%?w the following sorning, and somewhst

smasedly, be beglins e 011 it in.

feud and very nearly killsd
¢

& s 4 Big o

by an enpsped Tulasresibe, who st thel

i 8 posyld

o sould not hesr Lhss, bub he o the Zuspes
sver be exlled to thes, bub they 4348 not sose,

: «mghﬁz :
' %éw %ﬁ&%&% te slesn,
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ta aspeet of ghild snd sdcloncent experionce whish has reculived o

great deal of sttention Crem imeciesn writers of our time, snd sround
which 1% is convenlent t& sreun, for purncees of discussion, a awsber of
pavticularly rich and comples stories, is the mpburalion progees, the
arowih of ehild to wen. This isterest is svidendt in such lenger works

of fiekien us Thomas Jplists wﬁﬁkemggﬁﬁﬁw%Jéﬁﬁﬁig but it manifesis il

self with partisular force i the sbhert stbory mediews. It is to this

kind of story thel we now busa ouy aitantion; our soncern will bes the

syddetie tresiment of sdolescsnse, thet Lransiticnsl stele bolugen ehilids

Bosd snd meahood which gven sfier 2 alifessn

payehologisie, is still the zost uncharted rugis

Within thiz frame of pelsrssos = the intevsst of writers in
maturstion or Lhe sdclescont poricd «— soversl kinds of intersst are dis-

These vapious kinde of inberest will be meed in the following
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Followin: the incident =e %%m seduskion do averied By the last

minote arrival of a friesd <= the girl Bivalent feelings asboud

har szpsrisngs. For 2 ime she actuslly wishes thab her Trdsmd,

bad not come., Thsu, shooksd by the reslicabion of what sertainly would

have hsppened, she is overvhelmsd by feelinsz: o L ogudls, fosr and remerss,

These fealings lest only & shord timey they sre Sizvelied later in the

story by the warmth and alfectisn of o sympathetis sunt,

The story has =n suthentic singy the zirl is sussentible %o the

suvenses of an elder man, for her own parents hove been killsd peesatly

in an ectomobils sceldent. She feels, scnssoventl

reistionshivpes with sider peoyls, 5 way not untysi

ngly and is

she interprets Ee. de Noeca's friendlincss wre

yistduls The story, rm@%m%l@ for i%s

for the sensibive and frank msam

Two shordes which deseribe widh iz%éﬁ&% and pensitivity the

initial stireebion whieh & boy feels For o pirl srs

Larly &@m‘zw and She

wmi?%
2y comes Lthe Jollewing pssssge, wbich comveyrs 2 be aatiful and tender

ny an sffective wuisrstatensnts
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by his bedroom door, she overhsars bim e§¥£@gJ§1 29

% 4%

inether faveyss story Mind Haa®, ™ sonbinwes the theme of sexunl
awsrenlng in slightly 4ilfersnd Zorn. In bthe following passsge, in
videh the sdolsscent hero iz spsalting of the gzirl with whosm he hos fallen

in love, we hove one of Lhe wordisst sexpressions of the sesual aiiyssiion

o

s girl for hays

But iss gﬁrz} I thought .... ihe was of me, I hed taken her nsme,
ner {ors, the eutws mﬂ one snd the inwsrd ooe, sad I had breathed hey
inte me, jJoininz Rer ﬁ&&ﬁiﬁg Yo sy mesndng, snd she wss of my thowghd,
i my mebion in walking over ihe savbh, and of my sleep .... 1 had
1sved hey &zg?ailys worshinmed her, ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁkﬁ%ﬁﬁ? the very things che

tonteher e s ™

ts with wamy of Sareyan’s sarly wrillass, the story is subobiosvsphisal o
1

iolessent f%@iiﬁ?ﬁe

Aon of Biz own dntiw

splommarat

b smphasized howsvey, that the story is an syxivesely offsative revra-
& 5 ’ & : ¥

sonbabion of 1ife,

im exhaustive study ef shoriss in whilah zesusl awakendny iz an

-

slamsat is nob possible within the eonflines of the present ¢ baﬁgﬁ wE

25 in which 3 iz 2 sador interest,

mave here chossn sose

it is an lsportant slemest -~ bub not the meln one == in peny sheries of

sdalestence Lo be gonsidersd later. It ls imporbent in ihe Hig

serdies of Irasst Hemlngway in such & story as "Ths Lishi of the Horld®,

% P . .
in iis %iﬁi*ﬁai

Laroyants mwupensas of s
g"% 31 fr—
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iz referesd 4 o A 21 2%,
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developing sso is sptly Jdeseribed by his mobherts term "Big-Srikches®.

The 1ist of exzeples of the inbersst in the a2gs devsicpment of

&&@Zim sane gowld ba

imericsn writer

sontanporary paysholegy,

heve been interested in this sspset of adolescent prowth and have mad

it an ia%w ral zort of thelyr frssioend of sdoiesornsd,

1lism favoyen
has given this cherssseriztie sove ewphssis than suy obther weiler, bub

&

this can be sbiributed o the M%s*z.&gmmm&:i nature of

5 bis own adelescencs, rather than o ey grester

swarensss o his pavh of the inporiasce of ¢

paturing poreos.

#nd ego developsent, ihe twe

shars ing pages, some Lesser
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sharseboristiss of adolescenge sre zlso asbedied in shert sterisse.

% an saalises

it is mot withoub sismificsncs thy vhasls given

to various phys sdolsscsnse in tha
stories we have been gonsidering {and kb
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the sbories considered in this %e%%iﬁ%’« {n the oas alide of the coln are
the expressions of disillusionment and the sxoressions of nan defented

noted so often in the fersgelng é U the other side of the goin,

and seting 28 » poweriul mollve in the erssbion of these stories, iz %w%

desirs for inncesnse. This desirs I sewien i 2 %?%@%g of ways.
Hany of %;@%;@ shories considersd in ihe foresoing papss hevs a Husk Fion
sppoets the &éwﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁm% here lsaves erdisary oivilisstion %o sesveh Zor

a state of ionceence: Hisk fdsws goes o the Hishigsn wouds) ibe alcl-

sngent here of *I Yast te ?imsg “hy® lesves Ble widdle-glass fandly and

ssgecistes with the voustabouts of the yeestrack; Oeorse Hillerd lesves

i

Winestuvrg. Another wiy in whieh lonecenee ls glorifisd Is io the gyme

satholic brosineat of of slaples, weophistiested sharasters: Junius

| ) N
Unele ¥illy, the charmster, Bugs, in "The Satiler™.” The desire for

dmnecence is the prise wolive, %06, in the stoviss of Ialtistion sousi
in Chapder 111, In ihese stories jomecense ls glapified in the
3

worid thet is deseribed before Lhe adolosomt has had the s f,.@zm pomegad

from nls gres. Vet ey of fthess wrdbers sppesy %o desive is 2 world in

which al1 men sve liks Jos Sutler's falher as he appeaved to bis son,

or like Jeryy Tiliford as he is sesn by Inderson’s adeleserud bervs bufore

i i g s . %
the drinkiag ?ﬁf‘ﬁygg #wen "The Bear"has been described ad' the = grestest pascas %o

?w we gupre ppe L5-h6.
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sbudy ls that they represent the pe plue witrs of se meny writers. So

lagesat viglons,

sl

fow of thes were Lo go bayond their

ippricals coming of age. In vetrospect 1t would appesr thed the

steries considered In this study are 1lisked with the sening of sge of

the Amerlesn nntieon, thet they form, eollestively, & 1ittle Lestament of

.

the loss of imevican imnosence. In psrt these storiss reflset n nostalsis
for sn imerdes that wes passing, o dsmeries in which 1t wes e2ill vessible
to keop up at lesst s pretense of innccense, the Ameries of the uniimites
frantier; inevitable progress and the optiszistie 1i%e view. In part thess
stories reflect & senss of shosck in whabt was happening o Amerisan m@iﬁigf

and what was happening In the worid. In many of the foreseing steries

thers sppears a destructivencss sppreashiag nihilisn iv regerd Lo smerienn
sociely as it had begome in the twentieth century. In neny of the same
stories, and in others the ertist appears o be strusslins %o wress
mesning from life, tyying to sew himeell in relation o the probless of
the new sge, Just as Amerdes 1twslf, in a lapger sphord, wes byylsg o

wieratand ibs new role in the affalvs of the world., Thess sberies fors

& sort of doswsentary of Americs as it sbood 3% the cressrsads. Denind

lay 2 century of epbimism, Innveenes and infinite prosise; shead lay the

world of erdsls upon orisis, cataciysm upon csteclyuw. Bebind lay Zdent

ke world wes all bsfore thes,
1ii. cuEaE
in the present peraspestive, thers smsrge thres factors, seeminsgly

unrelated, which combing %o pive ths stories in this stuly 3 verr
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